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Doc  1. 

TME   ABMT  OF  THB  VmOMAD. 

wanaat  or  m  AjwMwmRAii  btombdr 

Knr  Ton,  Kcvonlwr  18, 1866. 

Ik  a: 

8bx  I  have  the  honor  to  miike  the  follQwitjg 
npopt  of  the  <»enUJ0DB  of  &e  Armj  of  tliu 
BDilnB«p  dnnng  m  time  li  mw  under  mj  com- 

On  tibe  aemtli  di|^  of  November,  1863,  Cen- 
enl  Bookk^liam  ainved  ai  nrr  hea^itiu^irtfri  at 
Qfjeene,  TiigiBiay  wA  Hie  fofiowisg  order  and 


Erection  of  the  mreeUent  of  the  tJnttod 
it  m  osdered  fhet  Ibjor-General  McOel- 

lefiered  from  the  oonmumd  of  LLv  Army 
Fofcomao,  flBod  that  M%jor-Qeneiii  Bnm- 
DD  die  eonomaQd  of  thet  ainny. 

^  order  of  fbe  Secretarv  of  Wwr. 

£.  D.  TOWNSENP, 


By 


telle 

of  dw 


Wjvmppv  «fenr,  MovmnlMrii  1882./ 
BmrMidB,  Gommcmding,  He : 
XpmiediateW   on    aaemning'  com- 
of  ilie  ^AiBi^  of  uie  Potomac,  you  will 
&e  poeitioii  of  tov  ^troope  and  infaat 
y  poee  doing  with  Umsu 
Vciy  wpeqtfiiifc 

Toer  obedieiit  aeryaoty 

0«neral-ln-Chief. 


I  eoDsaftatioii,  ft  was  decided  that 
~  lA^ham  a&d  myadf  ahould  pro- 
te  die  lieedgtiartera  of  General  Mcdellan, 
tbot  st  B«ctorC|inrii,  when  (he  order  relieving 
General  McdeBui  was  deHvered  to  him,  after 
,  It  was  decided  that  the  coders  which  had 
teen  isMied  !^  Gelheral  McClellan,  di- 
flfte  movements  of  the  army  for  concen- 
neaer  Warrenton,  with  a  view  to  accumu- 
Yok  XL— Doa        1 


W.isHnicFioir,  November 


fating  Bunpliee,  and  for  oUier  purposes,  shoidd 
h^  carriea  oat,  and  that  he  snomd  remain  in 
oonmiaMi  Of  fte  army  until  we  reached  War- 
renton. 

It  was  understood  that  the  army  was  ihen 
movii^  as  near  as  possible  under  certam  gen- 
eral imitmolionB  contained  in  a  letter  from  Ihe 
Fkeside&t  to  General  McCSellan,  a  copy  of  which 
u  u^  sent  to  me  under  coyer  of  the  foflo^iHng 
biter  s 

ll,18faj 

Major-Gemral  Bum^ide^  Oommanding,  etc  : 
UEtn&KAi.:   Your    <lospatch    of  the  seventh 

vns  received  laet  tsveuiiig  at  nine  o'clock.  I 
telefjrraphed  to  yo\i  11  us  morning  to  arraiipe  a 
tDe^ting  for  to-morrow.  I  hope  to  hear  nom 
yon  U>mght 

I  eaclosc  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
^m  the  Freaid^ot  to  General  McClellan,  dated 
the  thirteenth  of  last  month.  I  wish  you  to 
caref Tilly  cor^Bitler  the  President's  views  as  con- 
t^uiicd  iu  \L^i  letter,  so  that  we  may  talk  it  over 
understandingly  to-morrow. 

General  Meigs  and  General  Haupt  will  ao- 
oompany  me. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  Halumk, 

Genena-ln-Obiet. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  November,  GrenenJ  Mo- 
Cl^lan  issued  an  order  relinquishing  the  com- 
mand of  the  army ;  after  which  an  order  was 
issued  from  my  headquarters  assuming  oom- 
mand. 

The  position  of  the  different  corps  of  the 
army  was  as  follows : 

First,  Second,  and  Fifth  corps,  near  Wanenton. 

Sixth  oorps,  at  New  Baltimore. 

Ninth  corps,  with  Stoneman's  and  Whipple's 
divisions,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  in  the 
neiehbornood  of  Waterloo. 

Eleventh  corps,  at  Crainsvine,  New  Baltimore, 
and  the  Gap. 

Fleasonton  at  Jefferson  and  Amissville,  with 
advance  on  Hazel  River. 

Bayard  at  Rappahannock  Station  and  neigh- 
borhood. 

Slocum  was  still  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Fay- 
etteville. 


BEBELLIOK    BBCX)RD,    1862-65 


There  were  no  pontoons  witii  tke  movipg 
army  at  this  time,  and  our  supplies  had  run 
very  low. 

It  will  be  observed  that  directioiis  were  eiven 
in  the  order  from  (General  Halleck  to  me,  dated 
November  fifth,  to  report  at  onoe  a  plan  for  the 
fntore  operations  of  the  army ;  which  was  done. 
This  plui  had  been  fully  matured  and  was  at 
the  time  understood  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  most  of  the  prominent  general 
officers  in  command.  It  had  been  written  out 
and  was  sent  to  Washington,  by  Major  E.  M. 
Neill,  on  the  tenth  of  November,  and  delivered 
to  General  E.  W.  Gullum,  Chief  of  Staff,  the  f<^- 
lowing  day ;  after  which  (general  Halleck  tele- 
graphed me  that  he  thought  he  would  meet  me 
at  Warrenton  on  the  next  day  (the  twelfth), 
which- he  did,  aooompanied  by  Generals  Meigis 
and  Haupt 

During  that  night  and  the  next  morning  we 
had  long  consultations.  General  Halleck  was 
strongly  in  &vor  of  continuing  the  movements 
of  the  army  in  the  direction  of  Culpepper  and 
Gprdonsville,  and  my  own  plan  was  as  stronely 
adhered  to  by  me.  He  declined  to  take  me 
responsibility  of  issuine  an  order,  but  said  that 
the  whole  matter  would  be  left  to  the  decision 
of  the  President ;  and  if  the  President  ap- 
proved my  plan  I  was  to  move  the  main  army 
to  Falmouth,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  and  there 
cross  the  Rappahannock  onpontoon  bridges, 
which  were  to  be  sent  from  Washington. 

In  my  interview  with  General  Halleck,  I  rep- 
resented to  him  that  soon  after  commencing 
tbe  movement  m  the  direction  of  Fredericks- 
burg, my  tel^raphic  communication  with  Wash- 
ington would  be  broken,  and  that  I  rdied  upon 
him  to  see  that  sudi  parts  of  my  plan  as  re- 
quired action  in  Washragton  woi^d  be  cairied 
out  He  told  me  that  everything  required  by 
me  would  receive  his  attention,  and  that  he 
would  at  once  order  by  telegraph  the  pontoon 
trains  spoken  of  in  my  plan,  and  wouia,  upon 
his  return  to  Washington,  see  that  they  were 
promptly  forwarded. 

After  his  return,  he  sent  me  the  following 
telegram: 

WmoHOioii,  Koyombcr  14,  IMS. 

Moijop^Shnerdl  A.  E,  Bumsidej  Commanding 
Army  of  ike  Potomac : 
The   President   has  iust  assented  to   your 
plan.    He  thinks  it  will  succeed  if  you  move 
rapidly,  otherwise  not 

H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General-ln-Ghlef. 

This  despatoh  was  received  at  my  headquar- 
ters at  Warrenton  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  and  I  at  once 
issued  orders  for  the  different  commands  to 
move  in  accordance  with  the  abovenmentioned 
plan. 

The  remark  in  this  despatoh,  indicating  the 
great  necessity  for  the  speedv  movement  of  the 
troops,  waff  entirely  in  accordance  with  my  own 
Views,  as  the  season  was  so  fn  advanced  that  I 


looked  fSor  but  little  time  in  which  to  move  tiie 
army  effectively. 

General  Sumner's  grand  division  started  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  and 
the  grand  divisions  of  Generals  Fnmklin  and 
Hooker,  together  with  the  cavalry,  started  on 
the  sixteenm.  Gen^:^  Sumner's  advance  reached 
Falmouth  on  the  seventeenth. 

General  Franklin  concentrated  his  command 
at  Stafford  CourtrHouse.  and  General  Hooker 
his  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartwood.  The  cavafay 
was  in  the  rear  and  covering  the  fords  of  the 
Rappahannock.  The  plan  submitted  hj  me  on 
the  ninth  of  November  will  explain  roily  the 
reasons  for  these  movements.  It  contemplated, 
however,  the  prompt  starting  of  pontoons  frt>m 
Washington.  I  supposed  ^s  would  be  at- 
tended to ;  but,  feeling  anxious  to  know  som^ 
thine  definite  in  r^ard  to  them  before  tel^ 
graphic  communication  with  Washington  should 
be  interrupted,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Comstock, 
my  Chief-£Wineer,  on  the  momine  of  the  four- 
teenth, to  ask  General  Woodbury,  oy  telemph, 
if  the  pontoons  were  ready  to  move.  Not  re- 
ceiving an  immediate  reply,  I  directed  him  to 
telemph  to  General  Woodbury  a  second  4une, 
uigug  nim  to  forward  the  trains  promptlv.  To 
this  second  despatoh  he  received  the  lollowing 
answer  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth : 

WimnQiQir,  Norember  14, 1861. 

LncuTENAMT  CoMBTOOK !  I  havo  received  your 
two  telegrams  to<lay.  Captain  Spaulding  has 
arrived,  and  thirty-six  pontoons  have  arrived. 
Forty  men  are  expected  in  the  morning.  Gap- 
tain  Spaulding  received  Captain  Daane's  or- 
der of  the  sixth  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twelfth.  Our  pontoon  train  can  be  got  ready  to 
start  on  Sunday  or  Monday  morning  (Novem- 
ber sixteenth  or  seventeenth),  depending  some- 
what upon  the  Quartermaster*s  Denartment 
General  H^eck  is  not  incHned  to  send  another 
train  by  land,  but  will  allow  it,  probably,  if 
Genend  Bumside  insists.  A  second  train  can 
be  sent  by  water  to  Aquia  Creek,  and  from 
thence  transported  by  the  teams  which  carry 
the  first 

D.  P.  Woodbury, 

Brlgadior-Geaflnl. 

This  was  my  first  information  of  delay ;  bat 
the  statement  that  thirty-six  pontoons  had  ar- 
rived and  forty  more  were  expected  next 
morning,  connected  with  the  statement  that  the 
first  train  (which  would  have  been  ample  for 
our  purposes)  would  start  on  the  sixteenth  or 
seventeenth,  was  deemed  sufficient  to  authorixe 
me  in  continuing  the  movemento  of  the  troops, 
as  the  pontoons  would  have  arrived  in  yerr 
good  time  had  they  started  as  promiaed, 
although  not  so  soon  as  I  had  expected. 

After  the  telegraphic  communication  betweea 
my  heado^ters  and  Washington  was  brokon. 
General  Woodbury  sent  in  the  following  d^ 
spatehes,  which  reached  me  by  orderlies  after 
my  arrival  at  Falmouth : 
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HkiiKHiiiiiM  Em.  Bbw.,  Wjmmnnosi D,C.,\ 
Norember  17, 1803—7  v.  m.        } 

lAetOmaiU  Oomttofky  Engineer ,  Genercd  Bum- 
eide'e  BeadyuaHere,  A.  of  F, : 
3iajor  Smuldiug  has  not  been  aU^  to  get  ofif 
today.    He  •zpecta  to  start  at  ten  ▲.  m.  to-mor- 
row.  I  will  telegraph  when  he  leaves. 

H.  BOWBBS, 

A.  A,  General. 

BMABQfj^sxBa  Eva.  Bno.,  W^aBiifaTov,  D.  C. ) 
November  18,  1862,        j 

LieuteHcmS  Comstock,  or  in  hie  abeencej  Chief  of 
Qenercd  Bumsidee  Skff: 
Ma^  Spanlding  has  been  delayed  in  obtain- 
ing harness,  teamsters,  etc.,  for  two  hundred  and 
serenty  new  horses.  He  expects  to  start  to- 
night 

D.  P.  WOODBDBY, 

Brlgadtor-Oenmd,  Volanteera, 

On  the  nineteenth  General  Hooker's  grand 
division  was  at  Hartwood,  and  a  portion  of  the 
cavalry  occupied  positions  above  him,  opposite 
tiie  fords,  where  they  could  cross  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  necessary  orders. 

It  was  my  intention,  and  I  so  informed  Gen- 
«il  Halleck,  to  cross  some  of  the  cavalry,  and, 
possibly,  a  small  force  of  light  infantry  ukI  ar- 
tillery, over  the  fords  of  the  Rappahannock  and 
Rapidan.  with  a  view  to  movmg  rapidly  upon 
Fredericksburg  and  holding  the  south  bank  of 
the  river  while  bridges  were  beinff  kid;  but 
the  above  telegrams, announcing  stillfurther  de- 
lay in  the  arrival  of  means  to  cross  the  main 
army,  decided  me  in  the  already  half  formed 
determination  not  to  risk  sending  a  portion  of 
^  command  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
mtil  I  had  the  means  for  crossing  the  main 
body.  Subsequent  events  proved  me  wisdom 
of  this  course,  by  showing  that  none  of  these 
fnrdsare  reliable  for  the  passage  of  large  bodies 
of  troops  without  the  use  of  temporary  bridges ; 
and  the  pontoons  did  not  arrive  until  the  twen- 
ty-fifth. 

It  is  possible  that  the  cavalry  with  some 
l^t  inmntry  coiild  have  crossed  both  rivers 
and  moved  down  to  Frederiok^urg,  on  the 
aontti  side,  but  before  the  pontoons  arrived,  en- 
abling the  entire  army  to  cross ;  this  force  would 
bave  been  called  on  to  resist  an  attack  from  the 
greater  portion  of  General  Lee's  army. 

General  Sumner,  on  arriving  at  Falmouth  on 
the  seventeenth,  suggested  crossing  a  portion 
of  his  force  over  ihe  fords  at  that  place  with  a 
view  to  taking  Fredericksburg ;  but  from  in- 
formation in  my  possession  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  ford,  I  decided  that  it  was  impracticable 
to  cross  laorge  bodies  of  troops  at  that  place. 
It  was  af teoirard  ascertained  that  they  could 
not  have  crossed. 

On  my  arrival  at  Falmouth  on  the  seven- 
tsMitii,!  despatched  to  General  Halleck's  Chief 
of  8teff  a  report  n^iich  explained  the  move- 
iMmta  of  troops  up  to  that  date,  and  who  stated 
the  fact  of  the  non-€tfrival  of  the  poiftoon  trains. 


These  pontoon  trains  and  supplies,  which  were 
expected  to  meet  us  on  our  arrival  at  I^aJmoutii, 
couid  have  been  readily  moved  overland  in 
time  ior  our  purposes  in  perfect  safety,  as  they 
would  all  the  time  have  been  between  our  army 
and  the  Potomac  River,  and  had  ttiey  started 
from  Washington  at  the  promised  time  they 
would  have  certainly  reached  Staflford  Court 
House  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  General  Frank- 
lin's grand  division,  and  from  that  point  they 
could  have  been  forwarded  by  his  teams  to  Fal- 
mouth, if  the  teams  from  Washington  had 
needed  rest 

On  the  twentynsecond  not  hearingfrom  these 
trains,  I  sent  a  report  to  (General  Halleck.  It 
appeared  afterward  that  no  supplies  had  been 
started  overland  as  suggested  in  my  plan  of  op- 
erations ;  and  the  pontoon  train  did  not  leave 
Washington  until  ttie  afternoon  of  the  nine- 
teenth— two  days  after  tiie  arrival  of  the  ad- 
vance of  the  army  at  Falmouth,  and  five  days 
after  the  arrival  of  the  pontoons  in  Washing- 
ton from  the  Upper  Potomac 

From  the  report  of  Colonel  Spaulding,  who 
had  charge  of  the  pontoons,  and  from  other 
sources  of  information.  I  learned  that  the  order 
of  the  sixth  of  November,  from  Captain  Duane, 
of  the  Sta£f  of  General  McClellan,  to  move  from 
Berlin  to  Washington  with  his  train,  was  not 
received  by  Colonel  Spaulding  until  the  twelf& 
instant ;  that  he  then  at  once  gave  the  necessary 
directions  for  carrying  out  the  order,  after 
which  he  proceeded  to  Washington,  arriving 
there  at  half-past  ten  p.  m.,  on  Ihe  thirteenth, 
and  reported  to  General  Woodbury,  at  his  resi- 
dence m  the  city,  the  same  night,  and  was  re- 
quested to  call  at  the  General's  office  the  next 
morning,  the  fourteenth.  Colonel  Spaulding 
called  upon  General  Woodbury  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed on  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  and 
was  requested  by  the  General  to  wait  until  he 
called  upon  Greneral  Halleck.  In  about  one  hour 
Grenerad  Woodbury  returned  and  directed  Col- 
onel Spaulding  to  put  his  pontoon  ^aterial  in 
depot  at  the  brigade  shops  on  the  Anacosti 
River,  near  Washington,  as  fast  as  it  arrived 
from  Berlin,  and  go  into  camp  there  with  his 
men.  The  Colonel  considered  this  as  counter- 
manding his  order  to  make  up  the  overknd  pon- 
toon train,  and  knowing  that  General  McClel- 
lan had  been  relieved  after  the  order  had  been 
issued,  inferred  that  the  plan  for  the  campaign 
had  been  changed  with  the  change  of  com- 
manders, and  mat  the  land  train  was  not  re- 
quired. 

He  visited  General  Woodbury's  office  again 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth ;  did  not  find 
him  in,  but  was  informed  that  he  tiad  gone 
to  see  General  Halleck ;  but  while  waiting  for 
his  return  was  told  that  a  despateh  had  been 
received  from  Lieutenant  Comstock,  my  Chief 
Engineer,  wishing  to  know  if  he  (Colonel  Spauld- 
ing), with  his  pontoon  train,  had  been  neard 
from.  After  some  time  (General  Woodbury 
came  in,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation  re- 
peated the  order  to  put  the  pontoon  trains  in 
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depot  as  fast  as  they  arrivecL  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  this  was  on  the  fifteenth;  one 
pontoon  train,  which  would  have  been  somcient 
for  our  purposes,  having  arrived  in  Washington 
on  the  eveuinfi^  of  the  fourteenth.  The  second 
train  arrived  me  daj  after  the  interview.  Later 
on  this  dav  (the  fifteenth^  or  the  day  after,  Gen- 
eral Woodbury  directed  Colonel  Spaulding  to 
make  up  two  trains  in  rafts  to  go  by  water,  and 
to  organize  the  necessary  transportation  for 
forty  pontoons  by  land. 

Due  dilifi;ence  was,  no  doubt^  made  by  C!ol- 
onel  Spaulding  in  prosecuting  his  work,  but  he 
-^^as  not  impress^  with  me  importance  of 
speed;  neither  was  he  empowered  with  any 
special  authority  that  would  nas ten  the  issuing 
of  the  necessary  transportation. 

The  pontoons  which  started  for  Belle  Plain  on 
raft,  arrived  there  on  the  eighteenth,  but  no 
wagons  for  their  transportation  from  that  place 
were  sent  with  them,  nor  was  any  intimation 
given  to  Colonel  Spaulding  that  any  would  be 
needed ;  neither,  to  his  knowledge,  had  any  in* 
formation  of  that  kind  been  given  to  General 
Woodbury.  Had  this  information  been  given 
to  Colonel  Spaulding,  the  necessary  wagons 
could  have  been  placed  on  the  rafts  and  floated 
to  Belle  Plain,  from  which  point  ike  pontoons 
could  have  been  hauled  to  Falmouth  oy  teams 
from  the  army  before  the  enemy  had  accumula- 
ted sufficient  force  to  resist  the  crossing.  This 
was  not,  however,  the  method  by  which  it  was 
expected  the  pontoons  would  arrive  in  time  to 
cross  the  river  before  the  enemy  could  concen- 
trate to  prevent  it 

After  arranging  for  these  trains  to  go  by  wa- 
ter. Colonel  Spaulding  proceeded  at  once  to 
make  up  the  overland  train,  but  was  not  enabled 
to  start  with  it  imtil  the  afternoon  of  the  nine- 
teenth. On  this  day  it  commenced  raining,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  roads  became  very 
bad.  Great  exertions  were  made  by  Colonel  B. 
to  push  his  train  forward,  but,  before  his  arrival 
at  the  Occoquan,  he  decided  to  raft  his  boats 
when  he  reached  that  river  and  have  them 
towed  to  Belle  Plain,  for  which  purpose  he  sent 
an  officer  back  for  a  steamer  to  meet  him  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  The  animals  were  sent 
overland.  He  arrived  at  Belle  Plain  with  his 
pontoois  on  the  twenty-fourth,  and  bv  the  night 
of  the  twenty-fifth  he  was  encamped  near  gen- 
eral headquarters. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  concentrated  a 
large  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  so 
that  it  became  necessary  to  make  arrangements 
to  cross  in  the  face  of  a  vig^ilant  and  formidable 
force.  These  arrangements  were  not  conapleted 
until  about  the  tenth  of  December.  In  the 
meantime  the  troops  were  stationed  with  a  view 
to  accumulating  supplies  and  getting  in  readi- 
ness for  the  movement 

I  omitted  to  say  that  on  the  nineteenth  instant 
I  receiv^  through  Colonel  Richmond,  my  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General,  a  conmiunication  from 
General  Hooker,  suggesting  tlie  crossing  of 'a 


force  at  the  fords  above  Falmouth.  This  letter 
appears  in  his  (General  Hooker's)  report 

I  determined  to  make  preparations  to  cross 
the  river  at  Snicker's  Neck,  about  fourteen  miles 
belgw  Fredericksburg,  and  if  the  movements 
of  i^Q  enemy  favored  the  crossing  at  that  point, 
to  avail  myself  of  such  preparations ;  oti^er- 
wise,  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  his  movements 
rendered  necessary. 

The  ground  of  &is  movement  was  favorable 
for  crossine,  but  our  preparations  attracted  tiiie 
attention  of  the  enemy,  after  which  he  made 
formidable  arrangements  to  meet  us  at  this 
place. 

The  necessary  orders,  both  written  and  verbal, 
had  been  given  for  the  troops  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  move,  with  the  requisite  amount  of 
ammunition  and  supplies.  Before  issuing  final 
orders,  I  concluded  that  the  enemy  would  be 
more  surprised  by  a  crossing  at  or  near  Fred- 
ericksburg, where  wo  were  makine  no  prepara- 
tions, than  hy  a  crossing  at  "  SnicKer's  Neck," 
and  I  determined  to  make  the  attempt  at  the 
former  place. 

It  was  decided  to  throw  four  or  five  pontoon 
bridges  across  the  river.  Two  at  a  point  near 
^e  **  Laoey  House,"  opposite  the  upper  part  of 
the  town;  one  near  the  steamboat  landing  at 
^e  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  one  about  a 
mile  below,  and  if  there  were  pontoons  suffi- 
cient, two  at  the  latter  point 

Final  orders  were  now  given  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  three  grand  divisions  to  con- 
centrate their  troops  near  the  places  for  the 
proposed  bridges ;  to  the  Chief  En^eer  to 
make  arrangements  to  throw  the  bridges;  to 
the  Chief  Quartermaster  to  have  the  trains  of 
the  army  in  such  positions  as  not  to  impede  the 
movements  of  the  troops,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  be  in  readiness,  in  case  of  success,  to  follow 
their  separate  conmiands  with  supplies  of  sub- 
sistence stores,  forage,  and  ammumtion ;  to  the 
Chief  of  Artitlery  to  post  his  batteries  so  as  to 
cover  the  workmg  parties,  while  they  were 
constructing  the  briages,  and  the  army  while 
crossing. 

In  speaking  of  the  movements  of  the  troops, 
I  shall  as  nearly  as  possible  confine  myself  to 
the  movements  of  the  grand  divisions,  and  must 
refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Commanders  for 
more  detailed  statements. 

The  right  grand  division  (General  Sumner] 
was  directed  to  concentrate  near  the  upper  ana 
middle  bridges ;  the  left  grand  division  (General 
Franklin)  near  the  bridges  below  the  town ;  the 
centre  grand  division  (General  Hooker)  near  to 
and  in  rear  of  General  Sumner. 

These  arrangements  wire  made  with  a  view 
to  throwing  the  bridges  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  of  December.  The  enemy  held  pos- 
session of  the  City  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the 
crest  or  ridge  running  from  a  point  on  the  river 
just  above  Falmouth  to  the  Massaponax,  some 
four  miles  below.  This  rid^e  was  in  rear  of  the 
city,  forming   an  angle  with  the   Bn^pahan- 
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node.  Between  liie  ridge  and  the  river  there 
is  a  plain,  narrow  at  the  point  where  Fredejv 
ickaburg  jstanda,  but  widening  out  as  it  at>- 
proaches&e  Massaponax.  Oh  the  north  side 
of  thj  river  the  high  blofEs  gave  us  good  oppor- 
tunities for  placing  the  batteries  which  were  to 
command  the  town  and  the  plains  upon  which 
oar  troops  wore  to  move. 

Had  it  been  determined  to  cross  at  ^^  Snicker's 
Neck"*  I  should  have  endeavored,  in  case  of  suc- 
cess, to  have  moved  in  the  direction  of  Guin- 
ness Station  virith  a  view  of  interrupting  the 
enem/s  conunimications,  and  forcing  him  to 
fight  outside  his  intrenchments.  When  this 
intention  was  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  concentration  of  the  enemj  at  or  near 
Snicker's  Neck,  and  it  had  been  decided  to  cross 
at  or  near  the  town,  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  seize 
some  point  on  the  enemy's  line  near  the  Massa- 
pon^  and  thereby  separate  his  forces  on  the 
riva:  below,  from  those  occupying  the  crest  or 
ndge  in  rear  of  the  town. 

m  speaking  of  this  crest  or  ridge  I  shall 
n>eak  of  it  as  occupied  bv  the  enemy;  and 
matt  call  the  point  near  the  Massaponax  the 
right  of  the  crest ;  and  that  on  the  river,  and  in 
rear  of  and  above  the  towiL  the  l^;  and  in 
speaking  of  our  forces,  it  will  be  remembered 
mat  General  Sumner's  command  was  otir  ex- 
treme ri^ht,  and  General  Franklin's  command 
was  on  l£e  extreme  lefL 

During  tibe  night  of  the  tenth  the  bridge  mar 
terial  was  taken  to  the  proper  points  on  the  river, 
and  soon  after  three  o  clock  m  the  morning  of 
tiie  eleventh,  the  working  parties  commenced 
tibrowing  the  bridges,  protected  by  infantrv 
idaced  under  cover  of  the  banks,  and  by  artil- 
iiKj  on  the  bluffs  above.  One  of  the  lower 
Indges  for  Greneral  Franklin's  command  waa 
completed  by  10:30  ▲.  m.,  without  serious  trouble, 
a&d  a£terward8  a  second  bridge  was  constructed 
at  the  same  point.  The  upper  bridge  near  the 
lAoey  House  and  the  middle  bridge  near  the 
steamboat  landing  were  about  two-thirds  b^t 
at  six  A.  K.,  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  the 
vorkiDg  parties  with  musketry,  witii  such  se- 
Tcntyas  to  cause  them  to  leave  the  work  Our 
artillery  was  unable  to  silence  this  fire,  the  fog 
hein^  so  dense  as  to  make  accurate  firing  im- 
poasiHe.  Frequent  attempts  were  made  to  con- 
tiniie  the  work,  but  to  no  purpose. 

AboBt  noon  the  fo^  cleared  away,  and  we 
were  able  with  our  artiUery  to  check  the  fire  of 
the  enemy.  After  consultation  with  Generals 
Hont  and  Woodbury,  I  decided  to  resume  the 
work  on  the  bridges,  and  gave  directions  in 
accordance  with  a  suggestion  of  General  Hunt 
to  send  men  over  in  pontoons  to  the  other  shore 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
his  position  on  the  opposte  bank.  This  work 
was  most  gallantly  performed  by  Colonel  Hill 
brigade,  ihe  Seventh  Michigan,  Nineteenth  and 
Twentieth  Massachusetts,  at  the  upper  bridges, 
ud  by  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  at  the  mid- 
dle bridges,  and  the  enemy  were  soon  driven 
from  tfamr  positions.     The  throwing  of  the 


bridges  was  resumed,  and  they  were  spon  after- 
wardB  finished. 

No  more  di£Scult  feat  has  been  performed 
during  the  war,  than  the  throwing  of  the  bridges 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  by  these  brave  men, 
and  I  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  fhe  reports 
of  General  Woodbury  and  Lieutenant  CJomstock 
for  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  gallant 
work. 

It  was  now  near  nightfall;  one  brigade  of 
Fnmklin's  division  crossed  over  the  south  side, 
drove  the  enemy's  pickets  from  the  houses  near 
the  bridge-head,  and  Howard's  division,  together 
with  a  brigade  from  the  Ninth  corps,  both  of 
General  Sumner's  command,  crossed  over  on  the 
upper  and  middle  bridges,  and,  after  some  sharp 
sKirmishing,  occupied  the  town  before  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth. 

During  this  day  (the  twelfth)  Sumner's  and 
Franklins  conmiands  crossed  over  and  took 
position  on  the  south  bank,  and  General  Hooker's 
grand  division  was  held  in  readiness  to  support 
either  the  right  or  left,  or  to  press  the  enemy 
in  case  ihe  other  conmiands  succeeded  in  mov- 
inglmn. 

The  line  as  now  established  was  as  follows : 
Second  corps  held  the  centre  and  rieht  of  the 
town ;  Ninth  corps  was  on  the  left  of  the  Second 
corps,  and  connected  with  General  Franklin's 
right  at  Deep  Run,  the  whole  of  this  force  being 
nearly  parallel  to  the  river.  The  Sixth  corps 
was  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Ninth  corps, 
nearly  parallel  with  the  Old  Richmond  road, 
and  the  First  corps  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth, 
nearly  at  right  anefes  with  it,  its  left  resting  on 
the  river.  The  ^ain  below  the  town  is  inter- 
rupted by  hedges  and  ditches  to  a  considerable 
extent,  which  gives  good  covering  to  an  enemy, 
making  it  difficult  to  manoeuvre  upon. 

The  Old  Richmond  road  spoken  of  above, 
runs  from  the  town  in  a  line  nearly  parallel  with 
the  river,  to  a  point  near  the  Massaponax,  where 
it  turns  to  the  south  and  passes  near  the  right 
of  the  crest  or  ridge  which  runs  in  rear  of  the 
town,  and  was  flien  occupied  by  the  enemy  in 
force.  In  order  to  pass  down  tms  road,  it  was 
necessary  to  occupv  the  extreme  right  of  this 
crest,  which  was  aesignated  on  the  map  then 
in  use  by  the  aAay  as  " HamiMon's" 

By  night  of  the  twelfth  the  troops  were  all 
in  position,  and  I  visited  the  different  commands, 
with  a  view  to  determining  as  to  future  move- 
ments. The  delay  in  laying  the  bridges  had 
rendered  some  cnange  in  the  plan  oi  attack 
necessary,  and  the  orders  alreaay  issued  were 
to  be  superseded  by  new  ones.  It  was  after 
midnight  when  I  returned  from  visiting  the  dif- 
ferent commands,  and  before  daylight  of  the 
thirteenth  I  prepared  the  following  orders : 

HBADQDlSnBS,  ABHT  OT  TBM  TOBMACj  \ 

December  18—6:56  A.U.        j 

Mqjor-GhnercH    FrankUn^    commanding    L^ 
Grand  Division^  Army  cf  the  Potomac  : 
(General  Hardie  will  carry  this  despatch  to 
you,  and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.    The 
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Gkneral  commaDding  directs  that  you  keep  your 
command  in  position  for  a  rapid  movement 
down  the  old  Ktchmond  road,  ana  yon  wOl  send 
ont  at  once  a  division  at  least,  to  pass  below 
Bmithfield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Oaptain  HamOton's,  on  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported 
and  its  line  of  retreat  open.  He  has  ordered 
another  column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be 
moved  from  (General  Sumner's  command  up  the 
plank  road  to  its  intersection  with  the  telegraph 
road,  where  tiiey  will  divide,  with  a  view  to 
seizing  the  heights  on  both  of  .those  roads. 
Holding  those  two  heights,  wifli  the  heights 
near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  he  hopes,  compel 
the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole  ridge  between 
these  points.  I  make  these  moves  by 
columns,  distant  from  each  other,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  collision  of  our 
own  forces,  which  might  occur  in  a  general 
movement  during  the  fog.  Two  of  General  Han- 
oook's  divisions  are  in  your  rear,  at  the  bridges, 
and  will  remain  there  as  supports. 

Copies  of  instructions  given  to  Generals 
Sumner  and  Hooker  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by 
an  orderiy,  very  soon. 

You  will  keep  your  whole  conunand  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  once,  as  soon  as  the  fog  lifts. 

The  watchword,  which,  if  possible,  should 
be  given  to  every  company,  will  be  **  Scott"    I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jvo.  G.  Pabkb, 

Ohl«f  of  staff. 


HlAOQUABni,  AXmr  or  THB  POTOXAO,  1 

December  18, 1802-6  a.u,      / 

Mqjor-Chneral  E,  V,  Sumner^  commanding 
Right  Grand  Bivision,  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac : 
The  General  commanding  directs  that  you 
extend  the  left  of  your  comm&nd  to  Deep  River, 
connecting  with  General  Franklin,  extending 
your  right  as  far  as  your  judgment  may  dictate. 
He  also  directs  that  you  push  a  column  of  a  di- 
vision or  more  along  the  plank  and  telegraph 
roads,  with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights  in 
the  rear  of  the  town.  The  latter  movement 
should  be  well  covered  by  skirmishers,  and 
supported  so  as  to  keep  its  line  of  retreat  open. 
Copy  of  instructions  given  to  General  Franklin 
will  be  sent  to  you  very  soon ;  you  will  please 
await  them  at  your  present  headquarters,  where 
he  (the  General  commanding)  will  meet  you. 
Great  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  a  colli- 
sion of  our  own  forces  during  the  fog.  The 
watchword  for  the  day  will  be  "Scott" 
The  column  for  a  movement  up  the  telegraph 
and  plank  roads  will  be  got  m  readiness  to 
move,  but  will  not  move  until  the  General  com- 
manding communicates  with  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e, 
Gener^  very  respectfally, 

lour  obedient  »Brvant, 
John  G.  Pabke, 

Chtof  of  stall: 


,  Abut  or  m  romxAO,  1 
December  18,18«U.7  A.  K.  / 


Mqfor-Oeneral   Jos^    Hooker,    commanding 
Center  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  Greneral  commanding  directs  that  you 

Slace  General  Butterfield's  corps  and  Whipple's 
ivision  in  position  to  cross  at  a  moment's 
notice  at  the  three  upper  bridges,  in  support  of 
the  other  troops  over  the  river ;  and  the  two  re- 
maining divisions  of  General  Stoneman's  corps 
in  readmess  to  cross  at  the  lower  ford  in  support 
of  General  Franklin.  The  General  commanding 
will  meet  you  at  headquarters  fillip's  Honee) 
very  soon.  Copies  of  instructions  to  General 
Sumner  and  Gr^eral  Franklin  will  be  sent  to 
you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

General,  v«ry  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
Jko.  G.*Parkb, 
Chief  of  gtalt 

It  should  be  mentioned,  that  on  the  evening 
of  the  twelfth  I  ordered  Gren^^  Stoneman, 
with  two  divisions  of  his  corps,  to  a  point  near 
the  lower  bridges,  as  supports  for  General  Frank- 
lin. 

The  forces  now  under  the  command  of  General 
Franklin  consisted  of  about  sixty  thousand  men, 
as  shown  by  the  morning  reports,  and  was  cono- 
posed  as  foUows : 

Sixth  corps 24,000  men. 

First  corps 18,500  men. 

Third  corps — two  divisions  . . .  10,000  men. 
Ninth  corps — ^Burns'  division  .  4,000  men. 
Bayard's  cavalry 3,500  men. 

General  Sumner  had  about  tw^ity-seven  thou 
sand  men,  comprising  his  own  grand  division^ 
except  Bums'  oivision  of  the  Ninth  corps. 

General  Hooker's  command  was  about  twenty 
six  thousand  strong,  two  of  General  StonemanVi 
divisions  having  reported  to  General  Franklin. 

Positive  information  had  reached  me  that  tlit> 
enemy  had  built  a  new  road  in  rear  of  the  bridge 
or  crest  from  near  Hamilton's  to  the  telegraph  . 
road,  along  which  road  they  communicated  from 
one  part  of  their  line  to  another.  I  decided,  if 
possible,  to  seize  a  point  on  this  road  near 
Hamilton's  which  would  not  only  divide  tiie 
enemy's  forces  by  breaking  their  line,  but  would 
place  our  forces  in'  position  to  enable  us  to 
move  in  rear  of  the  crest,  and  eitiier  force  its 
evacuation  or  the  capituLettion  of  ihe  forces 
occupying  it 

It  was  my  intention,  in  case  this  point  had 
been  gained,  to  push  Generals  Sumner  and 
Hooker  against  the  left  of  the  crest,  and  pre- 
vent at  least  the  removal  of  the  artillery  oftlie 
enemy,  in  case  they  attempted  a  retreat  The 
above  orders  were  prepared  in  accordance  with 
these  views. 

It  win  be  seen  that  General  Franklin  was 
directed  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Captain  Hamilton's;  and  to  send  at  once  a 
column  of  attack  for  that  purpose,  composed  of 
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s  diviMQB  at  least,  in  the  lead,  well  crapported, 
and  to  keep  his  whole  coounand  in  reaoiness  to 
move  down  the  Old  Richmond  road.  The  ob- 
jefit  of  this  order  is  dear. 

U  was  neoesaary  to  sieze  the  heights  in  order 
to  enable  the  remainder  of  his  force  to  move 
down  ihA  Old  Richmond  road,  with  a  view  of 
Kettiog  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  line  on  the  crest 
fie  was  ordered  to  sieze  these  heights,  if  jxw- 
jM,  and  to  do  it  <U  onee,  I  sent  him  a  copy  of 
the  order  to  General  Smnner,  in  which  it  will 
he  Been  that  I  direct  G^eral  Scunner's  column 
not  to  move  until  he  received  orders  from  me ; 
while  he  (General  Franklin)  was  ordered  to 
move  at  <mce.  The  movements  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  simnltaneons.  In  &ct,  I  did  not 
intend  to  move  Greneral  Sumner  nntil  I  learned 
fliat  Franklin  was  about  to  gain  the  heights  near 
Hamilton's,  which  I  then  supposed  he  was  en- 
tirdy  able  to  do.  I  sent  the  order  to  General 
Fnddin  by  General  James  A.  Hardie,  a  mem- 
ber of  my  staff  It  reached  him  at  7:30  a.  m. 
I  cumot  possibly  give  a  more  intelligent  ao- 
oovnt  of  the  movements  of  General  Franklin's 
oomfflud  &at  ds^,  than  by  copying  into  this 
nport  the  despatches  of  General  Hardie,  which 
ire  as  follows : 

Deoember  IS,  7:40  a.  m, 

.Genaal  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the 
movement  from  our  left,  but  it  is  just  reported 
&at  the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing, 
indinating  an  aUack  upcm  our  positi<Hi  on  the 

General  Meade  jnst  moved  out;  Donbleday 
n^>ortB  him;  Meade's  skirmishers,  however, 
engaged  at  once  with  enemy's  skirmishers. 
Batttty  opening'  on  Meade,  probably  from  posi- 
tion on  OCi  Bicnmond  road* 

Two  batteries  playing  on  Reynolds'  advance, 
is  nar  of  his  fbnst  line,  cause  him  to  desist  the 
•dfSBoe.  They  are  on  the  Bowlin  Green  road, 
MK  the  rrver.  They  must  be  silenced  befbre 
he  cm  advance.    Heavy  firing  in  our  front 

UA.K. 

Meade  advanoed  half  a  mfle,  and  holds  on 
infcstiy  of  ^oemy  in  woods  in  front  of  extreme 
lift;  idso  in  front  of  Howe ;  no  loss  so  far  of 
gnat  importance.  (General  Vinton  badly,  bat 
sot  dangerously  wounded. 

Latsb. 
Reynolds  has  been  forced  to  develop  his 
whole  line— an  attack  of  some  force  of  enemy's 
troops  on  our  left  seems  probable,  as  far  as  can 
now  be  judged.  Stoneman  has  been  directed  to 
croaa  one  division  to  support  our  left  Report 
of  cavahry  pickets  from  the  other  side  of  Ibe 
river,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were  moving 
down  the  river  on  this  side  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  nieht  Howe's  pickets  reported 
fliovements  in  their  front,  same  direction.  Still 
ftfi^  have  a  strong  force  well  posted  with  bat- 
teries here. 


12  m. 
Bimey's  division  is  now  getting  into  position. 
That  done,  Reynolds  wiU  order  Meade  to  ad- 
vance. Batteries  over  the  river  are  to  shell  the 
enemy's  position  in  the  woods  in  front  of  Rey- 
nolds' left  He  thinks  the  effect  will  be  to  pro- 
mot^  Meade's  advance.  A  column  of  the  ene- 
my's infantry  is  passing  along  the  crest  of  the 
hills  from  right  to  left,  as  we  look  at  it 

12K)5p.  M. 

General  Meade's  line  is  advancing  in  the 
direction  you  prescribed  this  morning. 

IP.  M. 

Enemy  opened  a  battery  on  Reyfolds.  en- 
filading Meade.  Reynolds  has  opened  all  his 
batteries  on  it  No  report  yet  Reynolds 
body  engaged  at  this  moment  Will  report  in 
a  few  moments  again. 

lasp.M. 

Heavy  engagement  (^  in£uitry  where  bet* 
tery  is.  Meade  is  iissaulting  the  hill ;  will  re- 
port again  in  a  few  moments. 

1:26  P.M. 

Meade  is  in  the  woods  in  his  front;  seems 
to  be  able  to  hold  on.  Jleynolds  will  pu^  Gib- 
bon in,  if  necessary.  The  battery  and  woods 
referred  to  must  be  near  Hamilton's  house.  The 
infantry  firing  is  prolonged  and  quite  heavy. 
Things  look  well  enough :  men  in  fine  spirits. 

1:40p  m. 
Meade  having  carried  a  portion  of  the  ene- 
my's position  in  the  woods,  we  have  three  hun- 
dred prisoners.  Enemy's  batteries  on  extreme 
left  retired.  Tough  work.  Men  fight  welL 
Gibbon  has  advanced  to  Meade's  right  Men 
fight  well,  driving  the  enemy.  Meade  has  suf- 
fered severely.    Doubleday  to  Meade's  left — ^got 
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Gibbon  and  Meade  driven  back  from  the 
wood.  Newton  gone  forward.  Jackson's  corps 
of  the  enemy  attacks  on  the  left  General  Gib- 
bon slightly  wounded.  General  Bayard  mor- 
ta^y  wounded  by  a  shell  Things  do  not  look  so 
well  on  Reynolds'  front;  still  we'll  have  new 
troops  in  soon. 

2:25,  p.  M. 

Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his 
best  New  troops  gone  in.  Will  report  soon 
again. 

8p.m. 

Reynolds  seems  to  be  holding  his  own. 
Things  look  better  somewhat 

8:40,  p.  M. 

Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions  are  badly  used 
up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy  on 
our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon.  Double- 
day's  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  collected,  and,  if  it  be  done  in  time,  of 
course  anolher- attack  will  be  made.  The  enemy 
are  in  force  in  the  woods,  on  our  left  towards 
Hamilton^,  and  are  threatening  the  safety  of 
that  portion  of  our  line.  They  seem  to  have  de* 
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tached  a  portion  of  their  force  to  our  front, 
where  Howe  and  Brooks  are  now  engaged. 
Brooks  has  some  prisoners,  and  is  down  to  tiie 
railroad.  Just  as  soon  as  the  left  is  safe  onr 
forces  here  will  be  prepared  for  a  front  attack. 
Bbt  it  may  be  too  kte  this  afternoon.  Indeed, 
we  are  engaged  in  front  anyhow.  'Notwith- 
standing the  unpleasant  items  I  relate,  the  tno- 
ra^  of  me  troops  generally  is  good. 

4:80p.  x. 
The  enemy  is  still  in  foroe  on  onr  left  and 
front,  an  attack  on  onr  batteries  in  front  has 
been  repulsed ;  a  new  attack  has  been  opened 
on  our  left,  but  the  left  is  safe,  though  it  is  too 
late  to  a^p^ance  either  to  ihe  left  or  firont. 

From  these  despatches  it  will  be  seen  that 
one  of  the  smallest  divisions  of  the  command. 
General  Meade's,  led  the  attack ;  at  nine  o'clock 
it  moved  with  DoubledaVs  division  in  support ; 
at  eleven  o'clock  it  had  been  moved  a  hau  mile, 
and  halted  without  serious  loss.  One  of  Stone- 
man's  divisions  ordered  across  (at  twelve  o'clock 
this  division  was  getting  into  position]  at  12K)5 
p.  M.  (General  Meade's  line  was  advancing  in  the 
direction  I  prescribed  in  my  flrs^  order  to  Gen- 
eral Franklm.  At  one  o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy 
opened  a  battery,  enfilading  M^tde ;  at  1:15  in- 
(luitry  was  heaviiv  engaged,  and  Meade  assault- 
ed the  hill ;  at  1:25  he  carried  the  woods  in  his 
frtmt,  and  seemed  able  to  hold  his  ground,  and 
Qibbon  would  support,  if  necessary ;  at  1:40  our 
men  drove  the  enemy,  and  Gibbon  advanced  to 
Meade^s  right;  at  2il5  both  Gibbon  .and  Meade 
wer6  driven  back  from  the  wood ;  at  2:25  Frank- 
lin  did  his  best ;  at  three  p.  m.  tilings  looked 
better,  and  at  3:40  Gibbon'ii  and  Meade's 
divisions  were  badly  used  up,  and  unimportant 
fighting  was  ^oing  on  in  front  of  Howe's  and 
Brookr  divisions. 

From  General  Meade's  report,  it  seems  that 
he  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  his  conmiand 
into  position  to  assault  the  hill.    The  time  occu- 

?ied  for  that  purpose  was  from  nine  a.  m.  till 
:15  p.  M.  In  consequence  of  tiie  smallness  of 
his  division,  and  the  absence  of  immediate  and 
available  supports,  he  was  foroed  to  make  fre- 
auent  halts  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his 
nanks  and  silencing  tbe  enemy's  artillery ;  but 
once  in  position,  his  division  moved  forward 
with  the  utmost  gallantry. 

He  broke  the  enemyli  line,  captured  many 
prisoners  and  colors,  crossed  the  road  that  ran 
in  rear  of  the  crest,  and  established  himself  at 
the  desired  point  on  the  crest ;  and  had  he  been 
able  to  hold  it^  our  forces  would  have  had  free 
passage  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  line  along  the 
crest  The  supports  which  the  orders  contem- 
plated were  not  with  him,  and  he  found  himself 
across  the  enemy's  line  with  flanks  unprotected. 
He  despatched  staff  officers  to  (Generals  Gibbon 
and  Bimey,  urging  them  to  advaice  to  his 
right  and  left  in  support  of  his  flanks ;  but,  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  these  divisions,  he  ijpas  forced 
to  withdraw  from  his  advanced  position  with 
his  line  broken.    These  two  divisions  met  his 


division  as  it  was  retreating,  and,  by  their  ^- 
lant  fiehting,  aided  materially  in  its  safe  with- 
drawaL 

An  unsuocessfrd  effort  was  made  to  re-form 
the  division,  after  which  it  was  marched  to  the 
rear  and  held  in  reserve.  General  Meade  and 
his  troops  deseorve  great  credit  for  the  skill  and 
heroism  displayed  on  this  occasion ;  tiieir  brave 
efforts  deserved  better  success,  which  doubtiess 
would  have  attended  tiiem  had  he  been  "  wefl 
supported." 

No  further  attempt  was  made  to  carry  tiiis 

5oint  in  ti)e  west  Stoneman's  two  divudons 
Bimey's  and  Sickles')  were  conspicuous  in 
their  successfrd  resistance  of  the  enemy  wheia 
he  endeavored  to  take  advantage  of  the  disor- 
ganization attending  the  retreat  from  our  ex- 
treme advance  of  M^e's  division.  I  beg  to 
refer  to  the  report  of  General  Stoneman  for  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  movement  of  these 
two  divisions.  General  Doubleday's  division 
performed  good  service  in  resisting  the  attack 
of  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  left  The  accom- 
panying report  of  General  Reynolds  will  eive 
more  in  detail  the  work  of  General  Meade's, 
Doubleday's,  and  Gibbon's  troops. 

The  Sixth  corps,  the  strongest  and  one  of  the 
most  reliable  in  the  army,  commanded  by  Gkn- 
eral  W..F.  Smith,  was  not  seriously  engaged  in 
any  attack  during  the  day,  as  is  stated  in  his 
report  Neither  was  the  division  of  General 
Bemis,  of  the  Nintii  corps,  which  was  under  iho 
command  of  General  Franklin  at  that  time. 

The  report  of  General  Franklin  will  give  the 
movements  of  the  left  grand  division  more  in 
detail,  including  tiie  cavalry  division  of  Riga- 
dier-Gkmeral  Bayazd. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  tiiat  at  KhSO  A.  M.  1 0ont 
Captain  P.  M.  Lydig,  of  my  staff,  to  General 
Franklin,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affurs  in 
bis  fronts  as  I  was  anxioudy  expecting  to  hear 
that,  the  niU  near  Hamilton's  had  been  carried. 
Captain  Lydig's  written  statement  is  as  (bftowa : 

I  joined  General  Franklin  in  a  grove  of  trees 
in  the  centre  of  his  command.  I  was  informed 
by  him  that  Meade  was  very  hotiy  engaged,  and 
that  his  men  were  by  that  tune  pretlv  generally 
engaged.  He  also  added,  I  think,  that  Bime^ 
had  orders  to  support  them.  I  then  inquired  if 
any  of  General  Smith's  corps  were  engaged,  and 
was  told  that  they  were  not  I  returned  to 
headquarters,  passing  Captain  Cntts,  who  ar- 
rived as  I  leh  (Jeneral  Fi-anklin,  and  reported 
the  information  to  General  Bumside,  who  seem- 
ed at  the  time  annoyed  at  the  smaUness  of  the 
force  engaged,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that 
none  of  G^eral  Smith's  troops  had  been  put 
into  ihe  fight  It  was  about  12:30  o'clock  when 
I  arrived  with  my  report  at  headquarters. 
P.  M.  Lydio, 

CMHain,  and  A.  0.  O. 

I  next  sent  Captain  Gutts  with  an  order  to 
General  Franklin  to  advance  his  right  and  front. 
Captain  Cutts  states  in  his  note  book  that  he 
carried  the  order  to  General  Franklia,  and  Hie 
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Ocaeral  said  to  Imn  that  it  was  imposBible  to 
adrmoe;  upon  whioh  he  returned  to  me  to  show 
whj  General  FrankMn  Hionght  it  was  impossible 
ta  adyance..  When  he  commnoioated  the  rep>7 
ta  me,  he  sajs  that  my  reply  was,  '*  Bnt  he  (G^n- 
enl  VnaBUSaoi)  dumI  advance.**  I  then  sent  Cap- 
tib  Goddaid  to  (General  Franklin  with  an  order, 
wUoh  the  lUlowiii^  statement  will  explain : 

*I  was  sent  on  the  day  of  the  batde  of  Fred- 
qJeksbiug  to  General  Franklin,  on  tiie  left,  witii 
this  order  firom General  Bamside:  'Tell  General 
fruiliii,  with  my  oompHments,  that  I  wish  him 
ta  sake  a  Tigorons  attadc  with  his  whole  force. 
Ov  ri^  is  hard  pressed.'  This  order  was 
giT«B  me  about  I'M  o^dock  in  Ihe  afternoon, 
■id  I  ddirered  it  to  General  Franklin  in  the 
pKseuee  of  General  Hardie,  before  2:3^  o'clock. 

R.  EL  L*  GOMOABD, 

OBptain,«i<IA.I).a 

I  bad  before  this  sent  to  General  Franklin  an 
orfflrby  telegn^h,  directing  him  to  make  an 
attack  vpon  the  heights  imm^iately  in  his  front 

General  Snmn^'s  corps  was  held  in  position 
QDlil  after  eleren  o'clock,  in  the  hope  tiiat 
Franklin  wonld  make  snch  an  impression  upon 
tha  cuMuj  as  wonld  enable  him  (Snmner)  to 

Sme  enemy's  line  near  the  telegraph  and 
roads.  Feeling  the  importance  of  haste,  I 
naw  directed  Cteneru  Snmner  to  commence  his 
attaiik  He  had  already  iasned  his  orders,  bnt 
bad,  in  accordance  with  my  instmctions,  direct- 
ed hiB  troops  to  be  hM  in  readiness  for  the 
attack,  but  not  to  move  without  fnrther  orders 
6am  him.  The  en«ny  was  strongly  posted 
ahw  the  crest  in  his  finmt,  covered  by  rifle-pits 
md  batteries,  which  gave  him  a  oommandipg 
iveep  of  the  ground  over  which  onr  troops  had 
to  pass.  I  siqnKwed,  when  I  ordered  Gteneral 
^mmr  to  attM^  liiat  General  Franklin's  attack 
en  the  left  wonld  have  been  OEiade  before  Gene- 
rri  Snmer's  men  wonld  be  engaged,  and  would 
hsTe  caosed  the  eoemy  to  weaken  ms  forces  in 
frost  of  General  Sumner,  and  I  therefore  hoped 
to  break  flirough  their  lines  at  this  point  It 
t^Meqaentt^  appeared  that  this  attack  had  not 
beoi  made  at  the  time  General  Sumner  moved, 
tod.  when  it  was  finally  made,  proved  to  be  in 
neb  small  force  as  to  have  had  no  permanent 
e&ct  upon  the  enemy's  line. 

6«oem  Sumner's  order  directed  the  troops  ef 
Ganeral  Combs'  corps  to  oommenoe  the  attack : 
Fraoch's  divisicm  led,  supported  by  Hancock, 
tad  in^y  by  HowanL  Two  divisions  of  Wil- 
cox^ corpe  (Sturgis'  and  Getty's)  participated 
ID  flie  attack.  Never  did  men  ^^ht  more  per- 
BttMitfy  tiian  this  brave,  ghuid  division  of  Gen- 
oal  8omner.  The  officers  and  men  seemed  to 
be  inspired  with  the  lofty  oourage  and  deter- 
oimd  spirit  of  their  noble  commander ;  but  the 
pMition  was  too  strong  for  theuL  I  beg  to  refer 
w  the  report  of  General  Sumner  for  a  more 
extended  account  of  the  working  of  his  com- 
niaDd,and  the  cavalry  division  xmder  General 
Fhaaeaton. 

At  I'M  p.  x.  I  ordered  G^eral  Hooker  to 


support  General  Sumner  with  his  command: 
soon  aftier  receiving  the  order,  he  (General  H.) 
sent  an  Aide-de-Camp  to  me  with  a  statement 
that  he  did  not  think  the  attack  would  be  suc- 
cessful. I  directed  him  to  make  the  assault 
Some  time  afterward  General  Hooker  came  to 
me  in  person  with  the  same  statement  I  reit- 
erated my  order,  which  he  then  proceeded  to 
obey. 

Tlie  afternoon  was  now  well  advanced.  Gen- 
eral Franldin  before  this  had  been  positively 
ordered  to  attack  with  his  whole  force,  and  I 
hoped  before  sundown  to  have  broken  trough 
the  enemy's  line.  This  order  was  not  carried 
out  At  four  p.  M.  General  Humphreys  was 
directed  to  attack,  General  Sykes'  division  mov- 
ing in  support  of  Humphreys'  right  AU  the&e 
men  fougnt  with  determined  courage,  but  with- 
out success.  General  Humphreys  was  conspio* 
nous  for  his  gallantry  throughout  the  action. 

Our  forces  had  been  repulsed  at  all  points, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  look  upon  the  day's 
work  as  a  failure.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  dwell 
upon  these  results  even  at  this  distance  of  time, 
and  I  have,  therefore,  been  thus  brief  in  my 
statement  of  them. 

From  the  night  of  the  thirteenth  until  the 
night  of  the  fifteenth,  our  men  held  their  posi- 
tions. Something  was  done  in  the  way  of  in- 
trenching, and  some  angry  skirmishing  and  an- 
noying artillery  firing  was  indulged  in  in  the 
meantnne. 

I  directed  preparations  to  be  made  for  another 
attack  on  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  but, 
for. reasons  not  necessary  to  mention  here,  I 
countermanded  the  order. 

On  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  I  decided  to  re- 
move the  army  to  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
and  Ae  work  was  accomplished  without  loss  of 
men  or  material  The  reports  of  the  grand 
division  commanders  ^ve  the  details  of  this 
movement  My  Aide-de-Gamp,  Major  William 
Gutting,  remained  on  the  south  side  until  the 
last  of  the  troops  passed  over,  and  reported  to 
me  at  dayK^t  that  the  bridges  were  being 
taken  up.  The  grand  divisions  returned  to 
their  respective  positions. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  December  I  made  a  re- 
port to  General  Halleck.  I  refer  to  this  because 
ft  was  understood  by  many  that  it  was  written  at . 
the  suggestion  of  the  President  or  Secretary  of 
War.  Such  is  not  the  fact.  It  was  written  at 
my  headquarters,  without  consultation  with  any- 
body outside  of  my  own  personal  staff,  and  is 
correct  in  all  particulars. 

Immediately  after  the  engagement  on  the 
thirteenth  I  sent  Major  William  (Joddard  with 
despatches  to  Washmgton,  and  on  the  following 
morning  forwarded  others  by  Colonel  Lloyd 
Aspinwall,  requesting  them  both  to  give  to  the 
authorities  at  Washington  verbal  information  of 
what  had  transpired. 

Preparations  were  at  once  commencea  to  re- 
fit the  army,  and  I  decided  to  make  another 
movement  against  the  enemy.  On  the  twenty- 
sixtii  of  December  I  ordered  three  days'  cooked 
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rations,  with  ten  days'  supplj  in  tiie  wagons, 
together  with  a  supply  of  forage,  beef  cattle, 
ammunition,  and  other  stores  and  for  the  entire 
army  to  be  ready  to  move  at  twelve  hours'  no- 
tice. It  is  not  worth  while  to  give  the  details 
of  this  intended  movement  It  will  be  enough 
to  say  that  the  cavalry  had  already  started  upon 
it,  and  the  necessary  orders  were  prepared  for 
fdl  the  forces,  when  I  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent a  despatch  in  the  following  words': 

"I  have  good  reasons  for  saying  that  you 
must  not  make  a  general  movement  without 
first  letting  me  know  of  it" 

I  at  o^ce  countermanded  the  order  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  and  was  told  by  the 
President  that  some  (General  officers  of  my  com- 
mand had  represented  to  him  that  t^e  army  was 
not  in  condition  to  move,  and  he  was  induced 
by  their  statement  to  tel^raph  me  as  he  did. 

Soon  after  this  I  made  tne  fourth  attempt, 
wbich  was  to  cross  at  the  fords  above  fU- 
mouih,  and  moved  the  entire  command  for  that 
purpose ;  but  owing  to  a  severe  storm,  which 
renaered  the  roads  almost  impassable,  together 
with  other  obstacles,  I  was  forced  to  retimi  the 
armv  to  its  old  position. 

Many  difficulties  had  presented  themselves  to 
me  in  the  exercise  of  thB  command  of  this  army. 
I  was  the  first  officer  to  take  charge  of  it  after 
its  first  commander  had  been  reeved;  I  had 
not  been  identified  with  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign, and  was  unacquainted  with  a  large  por- 
tion of  its  officers.  The, season  was  very  tax 
advanced,  which  rendered  all  military  move- 
ments precarious.  The  army  had  not  been  paid 
for  several  months,  which  caused  nreat  dissat- 
isfaction amon^  the  soldiers  and  £eir  friends 
at  home,  and  mci^eased  the  number  of  deser- 
tions to  a  fearful  extent,  and,  in  short,  there  was 
much  gloom  and  despondency  throughout  the 
entire  command. 

When  to  this  is  added  the  &ct  that  there  was 
a  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
officers  in  my  ability  to  handle  the  army,  it  does 
not  seem  so  strange  that  success  did  not  attend 
my  efforts.  I  made  four  distinct  attempts  be- 
tween the  ninth  day  of  November,  1862,  and 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  186a  The 
first  failed  for  want  of  pontoons ;  the  second 
was  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg;  tilie  t^ird 
was  stopped  by  the  President ;  and  the  fourtli 
was  defeated  by  the  elements  and  other  causes. 

After  the  last  attempt  to  move,  I  was,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  1863,  rdieved  of 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  of  my  lack  of 
success  in  the  exercise  of  the  command,  and  in 
view  of  the  glorious  results  which  have  since 
attended  the  movements  of  this  gallant  army,  I 
am  quite  willing  to  believe  that  my  removal 
was  for  the  best 

Thetfourage  and  heroism  displayed  by  the 
army  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  not 
been  excelled  during  the  war,  and  the  memories 
of  the  brave  officers  and  men  who  feU  on  that 


fiirid  will  ever  be  diendied  and  honored  by  a 
grateful  country. 

To  the  staff  officers  ci  my  headquarteiB  and 
to  those  gentiemen  who  so  kindly  volunteered 
their  services  for  the  day,  I  am  indebted  for 
their  cheerful  and  hearty  oo-«f>eration  and  assist- 
ance.  The  great  numbers  which  neoessarilr 
c(»nposed  the  staff  render  it  impossible  to  indi> 
vidnalize,  and  for  fear  of  doing  injustice  by 
making  improper  distinctions,  I  must  content 
my  am  wittk  simply  thanking  them  in  a  body. 

The  list  of  casualties,  as  shown  bv  die  re* 
ports  of  the  gprand  division  commanders,  were 
as  given  below.  I  would  state  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  wounds  were  slight,  not  r»> 
quiring  hospital  attention,  and  many  reported 
as  missmg  proved  to  be  stxacglers,  and  returned 
to  their  respective  commands : 


1 

^ 

1 

NintliOorpB...... 

SM 
101 

2,908 

i,o«r 

MO 

IM 

f^lal 

401 

8;988 

187 

First  Oocpi. 

Slxtti  Corps. 

328 
60 

'S 

688 

16 

TMsl ^ 

m 

2,09T 

018 

Cmm  Okahd  Dmnov. 

PifthOonw. 

Third  Corps 

lOS 
124 

1,084 
7U 

604 

191 

fO^ 

810 

2,808 

766 

RiffhtCrand  Dlylalon 

491 
878 
816 

8,983 
2,097 
2,396 

'  75T 

Left  Grand  DiTlslon 

653 

Centre  Grand  DtyisloD 

766 

TWaL 

1,180 

9,028 

v« 

I  have  the  honcn'  to  be. 

Very  respectfoUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R  BUBNSXDE, 

IMe]li^Jor.Geaenl.« 


Doa  2. 
THE  BED  EXVEB  DAM. 

Early  in  the  month  of  March,  1864,  a  military 
expedition,  comprising  both  branches  of  the 
service,  set  out  on  what  was  known  as  the  Red 
River  campaign.    Thearmy  which*  took  part  ia 

•  See  Docoments,  pp.  79  and  890,  yolome  0,  Bebeffioo 
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Ite  ODTeiiieiit  was  commanded  hy  Major-Gen- 
eral N.  P.  Banks ;  the  navy  by  Rear-Adiniral  D. 
D.  Porter.  The  disastrous  battle  of  Babme 
QncM  Boads,  ibn^t  April  eighth,  compelled  the 
.  abaodanmait  of  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
vhidi  was  the  captore  of  Shreyeport,  and  the 
Mmj  and  navy  faUi  back  to  Grand  Ecore.  Noth- 
ifi^  sow  remained  to  be  done  but  to  take  meas- 
sm  for  lelieynig  the  squadron  from  the  critical 
MflitiaB  in  whi^  it  was  plaoed  by  reason  of  the 
low  water  in  ike  Red  River.  There  was  strong 
gTDimd  for  ^»pr^ending  that  all  the  yessek 
ladcr  Admiral  Porte's  command,  comprising 
Hne  di  the  most  effBctive  iron-clads  of  the 
MiniMippi  fleet,  wonld  have  to  be  destroyed  to 
pNTfit  Iheir  fidfing  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
Bj.  The  capture  or  desfmction  of  the  squad- 
roo,  with  some  two  millions  of  dollars,  wonld 
imrohre  the  blockade  of  the  Re^  River,  and 
gmt  mconveoience  to  tiie  army,  if  not  its  de- 
itnction,  and  wonld  also  for  a  time  give  the 
reb^  control  of  the  HississippL 

After  &e  gnnboats  sncceeded  in  passing  over 
&  bar  near  Grand  Ecore,  the  army  moved 
from  &ere  to  Alexandria,  havine  on  the  way 
aerenl  severe  skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  and 
abitfle  at  MoneU's  Bln£B9,  on  Cane  River.  On 
fte  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  the  falls  near  Alexan- 
dm,  whidi  are  about  a  mile  in  length,  filled 
vitk  m^ed  rocks,  it  was  discoverea  tiiat  the 
viter  bad  fiiDen  so  low  that  it  wonld  be  impos- 
sible for  the  vessels  to  pass  them.  This  diffi- 
mitj  had  been  anticipated  by  manv  ofilcers  of 
hb  arn^,  who  were  aoonainted  with  the  treach- 
mim  dutracter  of  Rea  River  navigation,  be- 
kn  our  retom  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  the  idea 
bad  been  soggested  of  rescuing  the  squadron 
\ff  nmm  of  a  dam.  Lientenant-Colonel  Joseph 
Haley,  of  Wisoonsio,  who  had  had  much  expe- 
riewa  on  the  rivers  of  tiie  North-west,  and  was 
JBBOiar  with  the  difficulties  of  swell-water  nav- 
jstioii,  coDSolted  with  Major-General  William 
Elhuidin,  commanding  the  Nineteenth  army 
CQqv,  00  whose  staff  he  was  at  the  time,  and 
craitted  to  him  the  plan  of  a  tree-dam.  No 
>ctio&  was,  however,  taken  until  the  arrival  of 
^  forces  at  Alexandria,  when  the  matter  was 
phced  before  General  Banks,  and  the  proposed 
fkn  explained  in  detail  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
?«2e7.  The  General  entered  fully  into  the  pro- 
^wi&  perfect  confidence  in  its  practicabil- 
ity, and  lbg<^-General  David  Hunter,  who  was 
^  >t  Alexandria,  on  a  mission  from  the  Lieu- 
'  teaaiGeneral  of  the  army,  suggested  that)  aJ- 
^ngh  he  had  little  confidence  in  its  feasibihty. 
«  aevertheless  thought  the  experiment  had 
t)«tter  be  tried,  inasmuch  as  General  Franklin, 
»  engnwer,  recommended  it  The.  Admiral 
ad  DO  foidi  in  its  success.  As  he  ^npressed  it 
^kii  own  way :  "If  damming  would  get  the 
fcrfjBver,  it  would  have  been  afloat  long  be- 

tti  the  morning  of  April  thirtieth  the  work 
**•  beero  by  L&utenant<3olonel  Bailey,  who 
n$  aided  by  several  staff  oflScers,  and  details 
Vocally  three  thousand  men,  consisting  chiefly 


of  regiments  from  the  Western  States.  There 
were  also  employed  in  the  construction  of  this 
great  work  some  two  hundred  army  wagons 
and  about  a  thousand  horses,  mules,  and  oxen. 
Several  hundred  hardy  lumbermen  belonging 
to  a  regiment  from  Maine,  were  employea  on 
the  right,  or  north  bank  in  felline  trees,  while 
an  equal  number  were  engaged  in  hauling  them 
to  the  river  bank.  Flat-bosS»  were  constructed 
on  which  stone  was  brought  from  above,  after 
being  quarried,  and  the  work  was  begun  at  the 
foot  of  the  falls  by  running  out  a  tree3lun  made 
from  ^e  heavy  timber  and  stone,  crosstied  with 
the  trunks  of  other  huge  treed,  and  strengthened 
in  every  way  which  Yankee  ingenuni§^  could 
devise.  This  dam  extended  out  into  the  river 
a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  feet  Four 
large  navy  coal  barges  were  then  filled  with 
stone  and  brick,  and  sunk  at  the  end  of  the  dam. 
From  the  left,  or  south  bank — there  being  no 
timber  there— a  series  of  hea^  cribs  were  con- 
structed from  material  obtained  by  demolishing 
some  old  mills  and  bams,  while  the  brick.  Iron, 
and  stone  required  to  sink  them  and  hold  them 
in  their  place,  were  procured  by  tearing  down 
two  large  sugar  houses,  and  by  taking  up  a  quan- 
tity of  railroad  iron,  buried  in  the  vicinity 
of  Alexandria.  In  this  work  several  colored 
regiments  were  employed,  while  the  white 
troops  carried  forwiotl  the  work  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  Ix^th  details  working  day  and 
night. 

The  width  of  the  Red  tliver  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  falls,  the  point  where  the  dam  w^  con- 
structed, is  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  feet, 
and  the  depth  of  the  water  from  four  to  six  feet, 
the  current  running  about  ten  miles  an  hour. 
Night  and  day  the  work  was  carried  on  without 
cassation,  the  men  working  willingly  and  cheer- 
fully, although  many  were  compelled  to  stand  up 
to  their  waists  m  water  during  the  damp  and 
,  chilly  nights,  and  under  a  burning  sun  by  day, 
and  notwithstanding  very  many  had  no  faith  in 
the  success  of  the  great  undertaking.  The  scene 
presented  in  the  vicinitjr  of  the  dam  was  novel 
and  interesting.  Oak,  ehn,  and  pine  trees,  whose 
gigantic  growth  dated  from  the  days  of  the 
dicing  De  Soto,  were  falling  to  the  ground  un- 
der the  blows  of  the  stalwart  pioneers  of  Maine, 
bearing  with  them  in  their  fall  trees  of  lesser 
growth;  mules  and  oxen  were  dragging  the 
trees,  denuded  of  their  branches,  to  the  nver*s 
bank ;  wagons  heavily  loaded  were  moving  in 
ever^  direction ;  flat-boats  carrying  stone  were 
floating  with  the  current,  while  others  were  be- 
ing drawn  up  the  stream  in  the  manner  of  canal 
boats.  Meanwhile  hundreds  of  men  were  at 
work  at  each  end  of  the  dam,  moving  heavy 
logs  to  the  outer  end  of  the  tree-dam,  throwing 
in  brushwood  and  branches  of  trees  to  make  it 
tight ;  wheeling  brick  out  to  the  cribs,  carry- 
ing bars  of  railway  iron  to  the  barees,  and 
in  various  other  ways  contributing  to  tne  com- 
fietion  of  the  work,  while  on  each  bank  of  the 
river  were  to  be  seen  thousands  of  spectators, 
consisting  of  officers  of  both  services,  groups 
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of  sailors,  soldiers,  camp-followers,  and  citizens 
of  Alexandria,  all  eagerly  watchinff  our  pro- 
gress and  discussing  the  chances  of  success. 

At  night  the  scene  was  even  more  striking 
and  picturesque:  The  fires  bumifig  on  both 
banks  of  the  river  and  at  different  points  on 
the  dam ;  the  thousand  swarthy  figures  at  work 
on  land  and  water  passing  to  and  no ;  the  camp- 
fires  of  the  army  which  surrounded  us  on  every 
side ;  the  loud  conmiands  of  the  officers  super 
intending  the  work;  the  noisy  shouts  of  the 
teamstears ;  the  sound  of  the  falling  trees,  and 
roaring  of  the  rushing  water,  formed  in  its  totU 
ensemble  one  of  the  most  impressive  scenes  we 
ever  witnessed.  Mingled  with  ^ese  sounds  we 
often  heard  as  we  passed  on  our  rounds  amone 
the  men,  the  sweet  strains  of  "  Annie  Laurie, 
or  the  martial  notes  of  the  "  Battle  Cry  of  free- 
dom," while  at  the  other  end  of  the  dam,  among 
the  dusky  members  of  the  Corps  ^Afrvrm^ 
the  popular  refrain  of  "  John  Brown's  body  lies 
a  moalderine  in  the  ground,''  and  some  of  those 
peculiar  ana  plaintive  plantation  melodies  of 
the  South,  would  p-eet  us  as  we  pursued  our 
way.  It  was  while  on  duly  one  night,  when 
such  a  sc^ne  as  we  have  attempted  to  describe 
presented  itself  to  the  looker-on,  that  a  silvery- 
headed  contraband,  who  had  just  come  into  our 
lines,  approached  us,  and  throwing  up  both  his 
hands  m  perfect  amazement,  exdauned :  **  Well, 
'fore  God,  what  won't  de  YanJcees  do  next  I" 

Passing  on  our  rounds  one  morning  about 
three  o'clock,  a  colored  soldier  caused  consider- 
able delay  b^  carelessly  allowing  his  wheelbar- 
row load  of  brick  "which  were  being  used  in 
the  cribs,  to  run  oil  the  long  track  or  gangway, 
thereby  detaining  for  a  few  moments  a  fine  of 
thirty  or  forty  African  citizens,  foUowine  be- 
hind. ^  Hit  dat  fifty-dollar  nigga  in  de  1i«m1 
wid  a  brick  1"  "  Git  dat  wheeltorrer  out  ob  de 
way!"  "lyhat  doin'  dar,  nigga?"  ''Kick  dat 
blind  child  into  de  ribber  I"  "  Smath  dat  black 
man  ober  de  shin !"  "  Now  den,  you  be  quick 
dar,  mighty  <^uick  I"  "  What  de  debbel  de  mat- 
ter wia  dat  nigga?"  "  Mis'ble  nigga,  don't  you 
knows  you'se  working  for  your  setup  ?  De  reb- 
els git  you,  you  is  done  gone  sure  1"  Such  were 
a  few  of  the  utterances  of  which  his  sable  fel- 
low-laborers delivered  themselves,  while  the 
Captain  of  the  squad  assailed  the  culprit  with 
certain  pithy  expressions  not  proper  to  be  re- 
corded. Feeling  cdfasiderable  sympathy  for  the 
subject  of  this  aeluge  of  abuse,  we  kmdly  in- 
quired if  he  was  tired.  *'Ohl  Lordy,  yass, 
massa  Cunnel,  Fse  worry  tired  toten  brick* «  It's 
a  heap  harder  dan  picken  cotton." 

During  the  construction  of  the  dam,  daily  and 
almost  constant  skirmishing  was  cartted  on  with 
the  enemy,  who  were  around  us  in  strong  force, 
and  not  only  anticipated  the  capture  of  Admi- 
ral Porter's  entire  fleet,  but  made  it  their  boast 
that  the  army  would  be  forced'  to  surrender  to 
(General  Eirby  Smith.  The  dam  they  looked 
upon  as  a  huge  joke,  and  the  salutation  with 
which  Union  prisoners,  whom  \}[\a  chances  of  i 
war  threw,  into  their  hands,  were  met,  was:  I 


"  Well,  Tank,  how's  the  dam  T  Even  the  rebel 
prisoners  whom  we  captured  during  it^  con- 
struction could  not  avoid  chaffing  their  captors 


camp  or  tne  enemy  k 
citizens  of  Alexandria.  We  th&k  we  can  safely 
assert  that,  uniU  the  work  progressed  for  a 
week,  not  ten  per  cent  of  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  navy  had"  the  slightest  faiUi  in  our 
saving  their  fleet  Indeed,  we  cannot  now  re- 
member any  officer,  with  the  single  exception 
of  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne,  of  the 
Mound  City,  who,  from  the  inauguration  of  the 
work,  believed  it  would  be  the  means  of  saving 
the  squadron.  The  percentage  of  unbelievers 
in  the  army  was  much  less.  Perhaps  one-half 
had  fiiith  in  its  ultimate  success.  Witii  many 
tbe  buildhig  af  the  dam  was  an  endless  subject 
of  mirth,  and  numberless  were  the  lyitticisms 
to  which  it  gave  birth.  But  the  projector  paid 
no  attention  to  their 'jeers  or  jokes,  nor  did  he 
ever  for  a  moment  lose  heiot  or  hope,  but 
worked  on  manfully. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  May  the 
water  had  risen  sufficiently  on  the  upper  falls  to 
allow  three  of  the  irbn-dads  to  cross  and  pro- 
ceed down  to  within  a  short  distance  of  die 
dam.  In  another  day  it  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  sufficiently  high  to  enable  all  the  other 
vessels  of  the  fleet  to  pass  the  upper  falls.  Un- 
fortunately, at  ftve  o'clock  on  tne  morning  of 
the  ninth,  the  pressure  of  the  water  became  so 
great  that  it  swept  away  two  of  the  large  coal 
barges  that  were  sunk  at  the  end  of  the  dam 
near  the  centre  of  the  river.  When  the  accident 
was  observed,  the  Admiral  rode  to  the  point 
where  the  upper  vessels  were  anchored  and  or- 
dered the  Lexington  to  pass  the  upper  falls,  if 
possible,  and  immediately  attempt  to  go  through 
the  opening  in  the  dam,  along  which  the  water 
was  rushing  as  fiercely  as  over  the  rapids  at 
Niagara.  'Hie  Lexington  succeeded  in  getting 
over  the  falls  and  then  steered  directiv  for  the 
opening  in  the  dam,  throuc^h  which  the  water 
was  dashing  so  furiously  that  it  seemed  as  if 
certain  destruction  would  be  her  fate.  Ten 
thousand  spectators  breathlessly  awaited  tbe 
result  She  entered  the  gap  with  a  full  head  of 
steam;  passed  down  tbe  ro^rii^,  rushing  tor- 
rent; made  several  spasmodic  rolls;  hung  for 
a  moment,  with  a  harsh,  grating  sound,  on  the 
rocks  below ;  was  then  swept  mto  deep  water,  . 
and  rounded  to  by  the  bank  of  the  river.  Such 
a  cheer  arose  from  that  vast  multitude  of  sail- 
ors and  soldiers,  when  the  noble  vessel  was 
seen  in  safety  below  the  fi^ls,  as  we  had  never 
heard  before,  and  certainly  have  not  heard 
since.  Then  all  eyes  were  turned  above  the 
dam  again,  when  another  iron-dad  was  to  be 
seen  i^proaching.  She  did  not  feure  as  well  as 
the  Lexmgton,  being  considerably  injured  in  the 
passage;  out  the  other  two  passed  through 
without  any  accident  It  was  perhaps  a  fortu- 
nate circumstance  that  a  portion  oi  the  dam 
was  carried  away  in  the  manner  that  it  was,  as 
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flie  two  Uuges  that  were  forced  oat  by  the  ter- 
rific prassore  of  the  water  swung  romui  agaioBt 
Bome  daogerooB  rocks,  makiog  a  cushion  for  the 
▼easels,  and  doubtless  preventing,  as  afterwards 
ippesred,  die  certain  destruo  on  of  a  portion 
<^  the  fleet 

Oeaeral  Banks,  in  a  communication  addressed 
to  tiie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  like  Gqi)- 
dnct  of  the  War,  says :  "  The  water  has  been 
nised  upon  the  dam  for  a  mile  and  a  quarter, 
tbont  seven  feet,  wiih  a  fall  below  the  dam  oi 
•bout  six  feet,  making  in  all  a  M  of  about  H&c- 
teen  feet,  above  and  b^w  the  falls.  The  press- 
ure of  the  water  at  its  completion  was  terrific. 
I  went  over  the  work  at  eleven  c^dock  on  the 
erenlng  of  tiiie  eightli,  with  one  of  my  staff 
officers,  and  felt  that  the  pressure  of  the  water 
WB6  BO  great  that  it  could  not  stand.    1  rode 
iniiMcBatelj  to  the  point  above  where  the  fleet 
vu  anchored  to  asoertain  if  possible  if  they  were 
ready  to  follow  the  three  boats  that  had  idready 
pwBed  the  rapids.    I  readied  the  fleet  about 
tvelre  o'dock,  midnight    Scarcely  a  man  or 
light  was  to  be  seen,    it  was  perfectly  apparent 
tut  tbe  bciats  were  not  in  a  condition  to  take 
advantage  of  the  completion  of  tiie  dam ;  and 
feeliBg  fliat  it  cofuld  not  stand  another  day,  I 
wrote  a  note  to  Admiral  Porter  at  one  o'clock 
m  flie  morning  of  the  ninth,  which  was  deliver- 
ed in  person  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  by  Colond  J. 
G.  WilflOD,  stating  my  belief  as  to  the  condition 
of  tfae  dam  and  fleet,  and  asking  that  measures 
Bhonld  be  taken  to  put  the  boats  in  condition  to 
move  over  the  r^ids  at  the  earliest  possible 
m(HQent  in  the  morning.    My  apprehensions 
were  fnlly  verified.    A  little  after  five  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  ninth,  I  saw  myself  a  material 
part  of  the  dam  swept  away.    The  three  boats 
tbat  had  passed  the  rapids  the  afternoon  before 
were  ahle  to  pass  below  through  the  opening 
vhicfa  the  waters  had  made.    Only  one  of  the 
veaiels  above  tbe  fails,  the   Lexington,  was 
wady  to  move  when  &e  dam  gave  way.  and 
littt  came  down  after  the  break,  and  passed  the 
dam  aafehr,  with  all  the  vessels  that  were  bdow 
tbe  rapids.     Had  the  osiers  been  readv  to 
nnn,  an  would  have  passed  the  rapids  and  the 
dam  safely  on  Monday." 

The  anny,  not  in  the  least  disheartened, 
Mediately  commenced  the  reconstruction  or 
«e  dam,  but  not  to  close  tiie  breach,  that 
being  left  substantially  as  it  was.  The  ques- 
tion (ffiginally  was,  whether  we  should  make 
one  dam  at  the  foot  of  the  &IIs,  with  an  opening 
for  tfae  ships  to  pass  through,  wth  wing-dams 
iboTe,  thus  dividing  the  pressure,  or  trust 
aoto  one  princ4[>al  structure.  The  dam  had 
wen  carried  away  because  the  whole  body  of 
vater  had  been  stopped  at  one  point,  leaving 
ao  paaaage  for  the  escape  of  any  portion  of  it  ; 
wWtenantColonel  Bailev,  therefore,  determin- 
ed to  leave  the  g^  of  about  seventy^  feet, 
^J»d  by  flie  carrying  away  of  the  two  barges, 
^  construct  a  series  of  wing-dams  on  the 
^€r  CUIs  in  accordance  with  his  original  plan, 
tfanatoming  all  the  water  into  one  narrow 


chaimd.    Several  of  these  were  built  on  eaoh 
side  of  the  river,  thereby  increasing  the  depth 
one  foot  two  inches,  and  enabling  all  tbe  fleet 
to  pass  tlie  upper  falls.    This  was  acoompllBhed 
in  three  days  and  nights,  the  wing-dams  being 
constructea  in  the  same  manner  as  the  tree-dam 
on  the  north  side  of  the  lower  falls,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  the  work  was  completed  on  the  main 
dam,  by  which  the  depth'  of  water  was  increased 
five  feet  four  and  a  half  inches — a  depth  suffi' 
cient  to  enable  the  largest  iron-clads  to  cross. 
On  the  afternoon  <^  the  twelfth,  three  of  the 
gunboats,  their  hatches  battened  down  and  ev- 
ery precaution  taken  to  guard  against  accident, 
safely  passed  the  dam.     Early  the  following 
morning  the  remaining  five  passed  in  succes- 
sion, amid  the  cheers  of  the  dissembled  thou- 
sands.   By  three  o'dock  .that  day  the  vessels 
were  coaled ;  the  suns  and  ammunition,  which 
had  been  removed  to  lighten  the  vessels,  re- 
placed ;  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Alexandria  laid 
down  to  facilitate  operations  on  the  dam,  taken 
up ;  and  the  whole  fleet,  with  their  convov  of 
armv  transports,  were  steaming  down  the  nver, 
while  the  troops  moved  forward  on  the  river 
road  to  cover  and  protect  them  from  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.    A  few  hours  later,  after  the  rear- 
guard had  left  Alexandria,  the  enemy  took  poa* 
session  of  the  town,  and,  with  rueful  and  elonga- 
ted countenances,  gazed  sadly  upon  the  work 
of  a  Northern  army,  whereby  a  fleet  worth  sev- 
eral   millions  of  ciollars,  with  a   magnificent 
armament  of  powerful  guns,  which  they  had 
looked  upon  as  their  certain  prize,  had  been 
rescued. 

As  the  Admiral  says  in  his  report  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy :  ^  This  is,  without  douM, 
the  best  engineering  feat  ever  perfornv&d. 
Under  tJie  best  circumstances  a  pnvate  opm- 
pany  would  not  have  completed  the  work  under 
one  year,  and  to  an  ordmary  mind  the  w)iole 
thing  would  have  appeared  an  utter  impossi- 
bility. I  do  not  believe  that  there  ever  was  a 
case  where  such  difficulties  were  overcqine  ujl 
so  short  a  space  of  time,  and  without  any  pre- 
vious preparation."  The  Colouel  of  tie  Fif- 
teenth regiment  Maine  volunteers  testified  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  in 
January,  1865,  "that  it  was  a  very  common 
thing  among  ^e  Imnbenpen  of  Maine  tp  build 
such  dams,  and  that  he  had  one  himdred  and 
fifty  men  in  bis  regiment  whb  could  build  just 
such  a  dam,"  a  statement  which  we  presume 
must  be  taken  cum  grano  salis. 

The  construction  of  the  Red  River  dam  was 
almost  exdusively  the  work  of  the  armv.  But 
little  aid  or  encouragement  was  rendered  by  the 
navy,  except  by  "Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lang^ 
thome,  commanoing  tbe  Moimd  Citr(r,who  assisted 
in  setting  the  he^^vy  cribs  and  coal  barges.  The 
soldiers  labored  zealously  nieht  and  day,  in  and 
out  of  the  water,  from  the  thirtieth  of  April  to 
the  twelfth  of  May  inclusive,  when  the  passage 
of  the  boats  below  the  upper  /hlls  was  coih- 

Sleted.    The  dam  still  remains  iitact  as  \;re1eft 
;» and  bids  fair,  if  undisturbed,  to  stand  a  hun- 
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dred  years — an  imperishable  monument  of  Amer- 
ican energy,  ingenuity,  and  skilL  The  opening 
made  by  Sie  flood,  and  through  which  the  fleet 
passed,  is  sometimeB,  but  rarely,  used,  by 
steamers  descending  the  stream,  the  lied  River 
voyaqewrs  generally  preferring  a  safer  channel 
which  has  been  made  by  the  river  washing 
away  about  seventy  feet  of  the  left  or  south 
bank  near  Alexandria. 

Non  est  ad  astra  mollis  a  ierris  via.  For  the 
successful  execution  of  this  great  work  Lieuten- 
ant^lonel  Bailey,  the  Wisconsui  fieurmer,  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General  of 
volunteers,  and  received  the  tiiaoks  of  Ck)n- 
gress;  while  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi 
squadron  testified  their  high  appreciation  of  nis 
inestimable  services  to  them  and  the  country, 
by  presenting  him  with  an  elegant  sword  and 
a  purse  of  toree  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
trsinsmitted  to  him.  with  a  highly  compliment- 
ary letter  from  Admiral  Porter. 

The  officers  and  regiments  who  had  the  honor 
of  assisting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  and  to 
whom  he  expresses  in  his  report  his  deep  sense 
of  obligation,  are  as  follows : 

Colonel  James  Grant  Wilson,  of  General 
Banks'  staff;  Colonel  Charles  C.  Dwight,.Lispec- 
tor-General  Nineteenth  army  corps ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  B.  Kinsey,  One  Htmdred  and  Sixty- 
first  regiment  New  York  volunteers ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  N.  B.  Pearsall,  Ninety-seventh  U.  a  C.L ; 
Major  Teutelle,  of  General  Franklin's  staff; 
Captains  Harden,  Harper,  and  Morison,  of  Nine- 
ty-seventh regiment  U.  8.  C.  L  ;  Captain  Stein, 
Sixteenth  regiment  Ohio  volunteers;  Lieuten- 
ant Williamson,  of  General  Franklin's  staff;  the 
rioneer  corps  of  the  Thirteeenth  army  corps ; 
Twenty-ninth  regiment  Maine  volunteers ;  Twwi* 
ty-fliird  and  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  volun- 
teers; Seventy-seventh  and  One  Hundred  and 
Thirtieth  Illinois  volunteers;  Nineteenth  Ken- 
tucky and  Twenty-third  Ohio  volunteers ;  Twen- 
ty-foikth  Iowa  and  Twenty-seventh  Indiana 
volunteers;  Ninety-seventh  and  Ninety-ninth 
U.  S.  C^  L 
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BATjPLB  OF  OLOTD'S  MOUNTAIN,  VA. 

A  KABONAL  AOOOUNT 

Gbabustok,  Wmn  YmonnA,  \ 
118722,1804.  / 

B,  B,  Cowen,  Ac^ukm^Oeneralf  Ohio: 

General  :  You  have  doubtless  ere  this  been 
informed  with  reference  to  the  operations  of 
this  division.  I  will,  however,  feeling  sure  that 
anything  from  the  old  Kanawha  division  will  be 
of  interest  to  you,  add  a  shor^  epitome  of  our 
operations  for  tiie  past  three  wej&ks. 

Our  forces,  consisting  of  three  brigades  of 
iqfantry,  under  command  of  Colonels  Hays, 
WMte,  and  Silkels,  and  two  battalions  of  artij^ 
lery,  left  for  f ayette  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
ApriL    The  whole  command  moved  from  Fay- 


ette on  the  third  of  Blay.  About  three  miles 
this«ide  of  Princeton,  our  advance  guard,  under 
my  command,  drove  in  a  squad  of  the  enemy^s 
cavahy.  Our  advance  excoanKed  shots  with 
them  every  day  until  we  reached  Shannon's, 
which  is  about  seven  miles  from  Dublin,  wh«n 
we  were  infonned  that  the  enemy  was  io  poti- 
tl|n  with  the  intention  of  diluting  the  croflsisg 
of  Ployd's  Net  General  Crook  ordered  Coioael 
White's  with  a  portion  of  Colonel  ^kels' 
brigade,  to  move  across  the  mountain  and 
tifrough  the  woods  in  order  to  flank  the  eneifl^. 
The  remainder  of  the  command  was  directed  to 
move  by  the  road.  General  Crook  and  stsff 
accompauie^Colonel  White  to  examine  the  ene- 
my's position.  The  route  we  took  to  the  top  of 
the  moimtain  was  exceedingly  difiicult,  ste^, 
and  rocky,  but  foom  the  to^  we  obtained  a  view 
of  tiie  enemy's  positibn  which  amply  repaid  tiie 
toiL  We  found  them  posted  upon  the  slope  of 
a  hill  under  the  edge  of  a  wood,  and  in  a  posi- 
tion strong  by  nature  and  fcnrtified  by  rail 
breastworks.  We  discovered  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  apparentiy  waiting  impatiently  for 
action.  While  reoonnoitrin^,  a  wrge  body  of 
rebel  troops,  afterward  found  to  be  from  Mor- 
gan's command,  moved  up  and  formed  a  fine 
m  rear  of  the  first  Hne  of  me  enemy. 

General  Crook  having  satisfied  himself,  tamed 
to  Colonel  White,  handing  him  his  glass,  and  at 
the  same  time  said :  '*  The  enemy  is  in  force  and 
in  a  strong  position.  They  may  whip,  but  I 
guess  not"  The  remark,  uttered  so  coolly  and 
quietiy,  as  he  was  giving  Colonel  White  his 
last  instructions,  made  us  aU  confident  of  vio- 
torvw- 

The  colonel  was  directed  to  more  along  the 
crest  of  the  mountain  and  turn  the  enemy^ 
right  The  portion  of  the  Third  brigade  with 
Colonel  White  was  sent  to  join  our  column, 
which  was  moving  over  the  mountain  by  the 
road.  As  soon  as  our  troops  moving  xip  in 
front  were  discovered,  the  enemy  opened  with 
artillery,  and,  though  it  was  served  with  fearfol 
accuracy,  our  loss  from  shells  was  very  trifling. 
As  &st  as  the  column  moved  up  the  rc^  it  was 
formed  in  line  of  battie  in  the  wood,  in  order  to 
be  concealed  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  to  pre- 
vent excessive  loss  from  his  shells.  The  riist 
brigade.  Colonel  Hays,  was  formed  in  two  lines 
of  battle— the  Twenty-third  Ohio  being  in  the 
first,  and  the  Thir^-sixth  Ohio  and  a  portion  of 
tJie  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  in  the  second — and  was 
to  charge  the  enemv's  right  and  centre  as  soon 
as  Colonel  White  should  commence  the  action 
on  our  left  The  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Sickels, 
was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  First,  and  one 
regiment  of  the  brigade  was  sent  to  gain  the 
enemy's  rear,  on  his  extreme  left  Our  troops 
were  formed  in  the  woods,  just  beyond  rme 
range,  and  in  order  to  move  upcm  the  enemy's 
line  must  charge  across  an  open  field  of  soiBe 
fifty  rods,  then  wade  a  brook,  knee-deep,  bef^ 
reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon  which  t^e 
enemy  was  posted. 

While  these  movements  were  being  made, 
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nier  Genenl  (book's  penoiud  supervision, 
amid  a  tarriUy  sey^e  fire  of  shells  Colonel 
Wbite  moTed  up,  opened  the  fight  jost  at  the 
Bamenl  the  ardet  wafi  given  for  the  First  and 
8eooiHi  brigades  to  ch^e.  the  General  himself 
kifiBg  the  men.  I  wish  I  conld  descrihe  the 
actum  at  this  moment  The  CTSsh  of  the  mus- 
katiy  was  terrific,  the  roar  of  the  artUlery  deaf- 
Mg.  Hie  charge  itself  was  never  surpassed 
JK  ttOantry,  and  though  moving  up  nn4er  a 
fcim&e,  faardhr  a  map  fiindied.  The  enemy 
Ingkt  desperately,  hut  not  for  a  single  moment 
vaa  the  result  doubtfuL  The  enemy  gave  way 
itter^nmted.  llie Twelfth  Ohio  and  the  Ninth 
Tkginia,  of  Gol<Niel  White's  brigade,  and  the 
TvcD^^diird  Ohio,  of  Colonel  Hays'  command, 
kit  fearMy.  The  Ninth  Yimnia,  Colonel 
Dnral,  took  two  pieces  of  artillery,  charring 
orer  Utt  intrenchments,  fitting  itie  rebels 
bBd4o4iand  till  ihej  fled.  The  reeiment  left 
iMhiBidred  and  eig^hty-seven,  out  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifly,  on  &ie  battle-field  dead  or 
vonded.  The  Twenty-third  Ohio  lost  one 
hiodred  and  eight  men,  and  the  Twelfth  Ohio 
ng^tf-seren  men.  We  pursued  -the  enemy 
uoQt  two  miles,  iHien  we  were  met  by  a  body 
tf  Mtk  troops  frcnn  Momm,  but  the^  were 
mted  in  a  short  time  and  fled  in  confusion. 

We  remained  over  ni^t  at  Dublin  Depot,  and 
l»  Bext  day  fought  with  artillery  across  the 
Kew  Biver  at  tiie  ndiroad  bridge.  We  again 
dnre  flw  enemy  from  the  field,  burned  the 
kndn,  and  also  the  bridge  at  Central  Station. 
We  deatroyed  a  large  amount  of  ouartermaster 
mi  ordnanoe  stores.  The  battle,  which  is  called 
tbe  battle  of  (3oyd*s  Net,  mtos  fough^  on  the 
Ml  <rf  May.  I  escaped  wi&out  a  scratch, 
fkowh  onder  the  heaviest  fira.  Captain  Hun- 
ter, lieiiteDant  Seaman,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Oye,  Obtain  Channel,  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio, 
Mm  Chrk,  of  the  Ninety-first  Ohio,  Oaptam 
Weint  and  lieutenant  Jenkins,  of  the  Ninth 
fapna^and  Cdon^  Wolworth,  of  the  Fourth 
^mjlvauia,  are  among  the  killed.  Captain 
VSne,  of  the  Tw^rai  Ohio,  was  severely 
"•W,  and  I  fear  wiH  not  recover. 

We  cantored  three  hundred  prisoners.  Gen- 
mA  Jeokms,  lieutesantCblonels  Smith  (son 
tf  Sitia  BiDy)  and  Lynches  are  among   the 


ite  bfirning  the  New  River  bridge,  we 
Med  file  river  to  Blacksbuig,  and  marching 
WQ^gh  the  counties  of  Pulaski,  Montgomery, 
«ovoe,  and  Greenbriar,  reached  Meadow  Bluff 
J^thevneteeoth  of  May.  In  erossing  Peter's 
IV  we  oq>tnred  a  train  of  thirty  wagons  and  a 
inee  ef  artillery  fhxn  Jackson,  and  had  he  not 
■•«  ▼wy  good  on  the  run,  would  Imve  caught 
■itttire command.  Our  k)ss  in  the  battleftt 
^7d  Ketwis  at  least  five  hundred,  and  the 
**y  onist  have  lost  at  least  a  third  more,  in 
JJ*uou  to  prisonevB.  We  captured  six  pieces 
f  *^fay  on  flie  trip,  three  of  which  we 
•c^  away  witfi  us. 

Yeiy  nsptoMSfy,  R. 
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HlADQUAKEB'8  GBISEAL  CSOfS'S  • 

IfiAooir  Bunr,  Wvr  ya.,  May  tf. 


} 

This  division  of  the  army  having  returned 
from  its  recent  expedition  and  encamped  at 
this  place,  I  was  enabled  to  join  it  last  evening, 
and  to  learn,  through  the  kindness  of  General 
Chrook  and  the  officers  of  his  command,  all  the 
particulars  of  their  recent  journey  into  Dixie,  and 
of  the  success  they  met  thete. 

First,  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  army. 
It  is  encamped— one  brigade  being  in  Lewis- 
bur^,  on  Meadow  Biufb,  fifteen  miles  north-west 
of  me  former  place,  while  the  men  and  horses 
are  resting  ftrom  the  exhausting  work  of  the  past 
three  or  four  weeks. 

The  whole  command  bear  th^  marks  of  their 
long  march  through  a  mountainous  country, 
wi£  but  little  supplies.  Indeed,  at  one  time 
the  rations  were  exhausted,  and  for  several 
days  they  were  forced  to  live  upon  the  country. 
As  soon  as  thorouarhly  rested  and  supplied,  we 
are  promised  anolner  expedition  whose  r^ults 
I  hope  to  report  from  my  own  knowledge.  Ton 
will  better  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  el- 
pedjtion,  when  told  that  its  object  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Newborn  bridee,  which  has  been  at- 
tempted several  times  each  campaign  of  the  war, 
and  every  time  has  failed.  To  General  Geoige 
C^ook  was  left  the  honor  of  succeeding  where  all 
others  before  him  had  failed. 

On  the  second  of  May,  the  General  and  com- 
mand left  the  Kanawha  valley,  to  destroy  the 
Ime  of  communication  over  the  Yirginia  and 
Tennessee  Railroad. 

The  column  moved  towards  the  railroad  by 
way  of  Fayette  and  Princeton — White,  to  pro- 
tect its  right ;  General  AveriU,  with  a  strong 
mounted  force,  marched  by  Logan  Court  House, 
to  strike  at  Saltville.  a  branch  rail- 


intend 

road,  and  to  destrov  it  and  the  main  line  to 
Dublin  depot ;  this  latter  is  the  railroad  station 
for  ike  town  of  Newborn. 

To  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  route.  Gene- 
ral Crook  sent  the  Fifth  "Virginia  infantry.  Colo- 
nel A.  A.  Tomlinson,  with  Lieutenant  Blazer's 
scouts,  on  the  Lewisbuig  road ;  so  effectually  was 
this  done,  that  all  rebel  forces  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Princeton  road,  and  no  opposition  was 
met  until  in  the  vicinity  of  Princeton,  a  small 
company  of  cavalrv,  after  a  skirmish  with  our 
advance,  fled  precipitately  toward  Rocky  GJap. 
We  entered  Princeton  May  sixth. 

So  completely  were  the  rebels  deceived  as  to 
our  line  of  march,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
fifth  McCauslaitd's  brigade  had  left  Princeton 
for  Lewisbuig,  leaving  their  tents  standing,  and 
ihe  tools  with  which  they  had  erected  a  strong 
fortification.  'Hiese  we  destroyed  and  marched 
during  the  next  two  days  to  Gannon's  bridge, 
on  the  north-western  slope  of  Walker's  or 
Cloyd's  Mountain,  where  Colonel  J.  'Boley, 
Scrventh  Virginia  cavalry,  with  four  hu»dred 
mounted  m^  joined  the  force.     During  these 
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two  days  straggling  bandt  o£  gueriUas  fired  (ky- 
casional  shots  at  the  column,  ooiDg  no  damage.; 

Here  the  General  was  informed  that  the  ene- 
mj  were  hddin^  the  summit  of  the  mountain : 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  with  the  Second 
brigade,  Colonel  C.  B.  White,  and  two  regiments 
of  the  third,  he  ascended  the  mountain  to  the 
left  of  the  road,  but  found  the  enemy  posted  on 
a  wooded  spur  of  the  mountain  about  three- 
fourtiis  of  a.  mile  distant,  and  opposite  to  and 
commanding  a  point  where  the  road  deboudied 
from  the  mountain.  The  Second  brigade  was 
sent  to  the  left  to  turn  tiiie  enemy's  right  flank, 
whUe,  with  the  two  regiments,  the  General 
joined  the  main  body,  by  this  time  descending 
the  slope  of  the  .mountain.  The  enemy  all  this 
time  kept  up  a  perpetual  discharge  of  artillery 
whenever  our  •  men  appeared.  The  Second 
brigade  having  many  sharp,  wooded  ridges  and 
deep  gulleys  to  cross,  was  very  much  delayed 
when  getting  into  position.  The  First  brigade 
was  then  sent  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  form  in 
the  edge  of  the  wood  and  support  the  right  of 
the  Second,  while  the  Third  rormed  on  the  right 
of  the  First  As  soon  as  the  Second  brigade 
had  fairly  engaged  the  enemy,  the  other  two 
brigades  were  ordered  to  charge.  The  hill  was 
thickly  wooded,  stoep,  and  was*  enoirdei  by  a 
stream  of  water  from  two  to  three  feet  deep, 
and  was  approached  through  a  beautiful  meadow 
five  or  six  hundred  yards  in  width.  Across  this 
the  First  and  Third  charged  through  a  most 
galling  lire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  For  a 
moment  a  part  of  the  Third  was  thrown  into 
confusion,  but  they  soon  raUied  and  came  up  in 
good  style.  On  this  meadow  the  gallant  Colonel 
Wolworth  felL 

At  the  foot  of  the  slope  the  men  plunged 
through  the  muddy  creek,  and  crossed  where 
they  were  under  shelter  from  the  enemy's  fire. 
A  moment's  pause,  and  once  more  on  hard  up 
the  ridge,  in  places  ascending  at  an  angle  of 
sixty  degrees,  under  the  same  withering  fire. 
At  the  crest  of  the  bridge  the  men  rushed  forw 
ward  over  tiie  enemy's  breastworks,  the  enemy 
bravely  remainhig  and  contesting  every  inch, 
ihe  artillery  men  attempting  to  retreat  when 
our  line  was  within  ten  paces.  Heaps  of  their 
dead  lay  behind  their  works,  mostiy  shot  in  the 
head.  Finally  the  enemy  wavered  and  gave 
way  before  &e  impetuosity  of  our  men,  who 
followed  them  as  fast  as  their  jaded  and  worn- 
out  condition  would  permit  Colonel  Oley, 
with  his  four  hundred  cavalry  men  from  differ- 
ent regimento,and  horses — almost  broken  down 
•^was  ordered  in  pursuit,  and  did  all  that 
could  be  possibly  done  under  smch  circumstan- 
ces. **  Had  I  but  one  thousand  effective  caval- 
ry," savs '  Oeneral  Crook, "  none  of  the  enemy 
could  have  escaped."  Two  pieces  of  artillery 
and  a  great  number  of  small  arms  were  captured 
on  the  field.  Moving  on  toward  Dublin,  we  en- 
countered some  fivenundred  or  one  thousand  of 
Morgan's  men,  who  had  just  arrived  on  the  cars 
from  Saltville;  these  were  soon  driven  to  a 
rapid  flight  after  th6ir  comrades.    At  Dublin 


depot  we  found  no  6neoiy,aU  had  fl^  to  tha 
New  River  bridge. 

In  the  Cloyd^  Mountain  battle  the  enen^ 
numbered  from  four  to  seven  thousand,  under 
the  command  of  General  A.  G.  Jenkms.  A 
rebel  Captain,  mortally  wounded  and  prisoner, 
stated  that  their  force  outnumbered  ours.  The 
prisoners  taken  were  from  fourteen  diffwent 
regimente.  We  buried  over  two  hundred  of 
their  dead,  and  captured  two  hundred  and  tliir^r 

Jrisoners,  besides  the  wounded.  General  A.  G. 
enkins  and  lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  fell  into 
our  hands,  and  Were  paroled  to  report  at  Chariee- 
ton  as  soon  as  capable  of  remov«L 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  one  hundred  and  seven ; 
wounded,  five  hundred ;  missing,  twen^.  Most 
of  the  latter  sfraegled  back  to  the  hospitd. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation,  it  ww 
found  necessary  to  leave  two  hundred  of  the 
most  seriously  wounded  in  a  hospital  near  the 
battle-field,  with  whom  ample  supplies  and  med- 
ical attendance  were  left  Colonel  Woolworth, 
of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  reserves,  fell  while 
leading  his  men  across  the  meadow.  The  Ninth 
Virginia,  Colonel  J.  H.  Duvall,  lost  one-third  of 
its  number  in  killed  and  wounded  while  in  the 
same  charge. 

At  Dubuo  a  great  amount  of  rations  and  cav- 
alry equipmento  of  all  Idnds  fell  into  our  hands, 
and  here  the  General  saw  despatches  from 
Richmond  stating  that  Gfant  had  been  repobed 
and  was  retreating,  with  which  deceit  their 
leaders  had  hoped  to  bolster  up  the  weakened 
spirito  of  their  men.    • 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth  the  advance 
reached  New  River  bridge,  and  found  ^ 
rebels  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  opposito  side, 
having  evaouatea  their  warka  ana  oumed  the 
carriages  of  two  sieg^e  guns.  After  an  artiHeiy 
duel  of  two  hours,  they  retreated,  when  the 
bridge  and  public  property  in  tiie  vicinity  were 
destroyed.  Our  loss  nere  was  one  killed  uid 
ten  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  fiflr  prison- 
ers arrived  from  General  Averill,  with  the  re- 
port that  he  had  been  able  to  reach  SaltviUai 
but  would  strike  the  railroad  at  Wytheville. 
General  Crook  moved  to  Bladuburg  on  this 
day,  and  that  night  heard  by  courier  from  Gen- 
eral Averill  that  he  had  met  a  large  force  and 
could  not  re^h  Wytheville,  but  would  be  at 
Dublin  that  night  Orders  were  sent  to  him  to 
destroy  the  rsulroad  moving  towards  I^ynch- 
burg,  which  was  done  for  five  miles,  as  &r 
as  Christiansburg.  Averill  rejoined  Crook  at 
Union. 

Crossing  the  New  River  at  Pepper's  Feny,  ttx0 
command  ^tarled  for  Union  through  a  drencih* 
ing  rain.  At  the  crossing  of  the  road  from  the 
Imrows  of  New  River,  we  met  Mudwall  Jack- 
son, with  fifteen  hundred  men,  who  fled  toward 
the  Narrows,  leaving  knapsadcB,  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipa«;e,  etc.,  in  our  hands.  Owixkgt  te 
the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads— the  mijd 
being  hub  deepr-and  the  worn  out  and  almost 
starved  condition  of  the  mules,  it  was  found 
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to  destroy  part  of  the  loads.  The 
General  regards  the  bringing  through  of  the 
ttaia  with  such  slight  loss  as  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  features  oi  the  expedition,  and  as 
refledkig  great  credit  on  the  (Quartermaster's 
^partneot  On  Peter's  Monntain  a  o^tnnon  and 
ei^or  ten  wagons  and  ambulances,  abandoned 
by  Jackson,  were  taken.  Nine  days  were  oocu- 
lled  in  coming  from  Blacksbnrg  to  Union, 
which,  were  it  not  for  the  rains,  could  have 
been  done  in  four.  On  arriving  here  many  of 
the  Bien  were  barefoot,  and  the  whole  command 

*  was  entirely  out  of  provisions  and  had  been 
subsisting  for  several  days  on  the  country. 

Sndi  was  the  expedition — as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  from  the  reports  of  the  cpm- 
maiers  engaged.  It  was -completely  success- 
M  in  its  object)  and  that  was  no 'small  one. 
Hie  supplies  desbroyed,  the  line  of  oommunicik- 
tioBS  broken,  over  which  troops  could  be,  and 
have  be^i,  hurried  either  way,  to  succor  either 
Lee  or  JcbsmUm;  the  rebel  G^eral  Jenkins 
kiflsd,  whose  name  has  been  a  tower  of  stren^tili 
to  tiie  cause  in  West  Virginia;  the  armies 
broken  iq»  and  scattered — cdl  unite  to  render 
^  no  small  link  in  the  great  chain  of  disas- 
kn  binding  our  foe.  From  its  success  we 
vagat  still  greater  success  for  the  second,  which 
we  hope  soop  to  start  Rest  and  rations  are 
npidk  restoring  tiie  men  to  their  usual  viggr 
and  dasticity.  Reinforcements  have  already 
joBsd  us,  aaad  already  we  feel  the  flush  of  cer- 
tun  victory. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  killed  and 
wouded,  ftimisned  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Kellogg,  Chief 
Division  Medical  Director  of  General  Crook's 

oonmaod ; 
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Doc.  4 
THE  YAZOO  EXPEDITION. 

GEMIBAL  MoABTHUB^  OPERATIONS. 

ViCKSBUBQ,  May  27, 186^ 

The  following  is  an  account  of  Oeneral  Mo> 
Arthur's  late  expedition  into  the  Yazoo  country. 
The  forces  of  .which  this  Uttle  army  are  com- 
posed consists  of  about  two  thousand  infantry, 
nye  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces 
of  artilleiy.  They  left  Yicksbuig  on  the  morur 
ing  of  the  fourth  of  Hay,  and  took  up  die  line 
of  inarch  for  Yazoo  City,  distant  by  the  land 
route  about  seventy-five  miles.  The  men  were 
in  excellent  spirits  and  onl^  too  glad  to  ezp 
chapge  the  march,  with  a  &Lr  prospect  of  a 
fighti  for  the  irksome,  monotonous  duties  of 
camp.  The  main  objects  of  this  movement  were 
to  draw  in  this  direction  the  attention  of  the 
detached  bodies  of  rebels  in  the  north  part  of 
the  State,  and  prevent  a  combination  whidi 
.would  hazard  our  armies  in  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, or  Georgia. 

Part  of  the  marine  brigade  was  to  co-operate 
with  the  expedition  by  river,  and  on  the  arrival 
of  our  forces  at  Mechuiioeburg  on  the  sixth,  the 
marine  cavalry  boats  were  foimd  at  Satartia. 
The  former  is  a  small  town  situated  about  four 
miles  directly  back  from  the  latter.  The  com- 
mand moved  on,  and  next  day  encountered  the 
enemy  strongly  posted  near  Benton.  The 
t9ops  were  speedihr  brought  up  and  placed  in 
position,  and  a  brief  skinmsh  put  the  rebels  to 
flight,  but  the  nature  of  the  country  is  such, 
that  a  retreating  force  by  the  use  of  artillery 
can  annoy  or  delay  their  pursuers  very  easily, 
and  this  they  were  bold  enough  to  do.  Taking 
advantageous  positions,  and  placing  a  gun  or 
two  in  a  battery,  they  could  compel  a  delay  to 
deploy  and  advance  in  line,  and  when  closely 

J)ressed  they  would  hurry  on  with  their  gims, 
eaviuK  tired  *'  infants"  feur  behind.  The  rebels 
were  found  to  be  Colonel  Mayberry's  brigade, 
of  mounted  infantry,  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery. 

The  fight  here  was  principal^  with  artillery, 
and  the  loss  was  slight  Pursuit  was  continued 
six  miles,  when  the  men  wexe  recaUed,  and  en- 
camped near  Benton.  Meanwhile,  from  de> 
epatches  captured.  General  McArthur  learned 
tnat  General  Wirt  Adams  was  on  his  way  from 
Canton  to  cross  the  Big  Black  and  join  May- 
berry  with  three  thousand  more  men  that  ni^t 
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Oonfident  of  his  ability  to  contend  with  the 
entire  rebel  ibroe  thua  concentrated,  (General 
McArthur,  with  his  characteristio  imperturba- 
bility, awaited  to  give  Adams  the  chance  to 
cross  if  he  chose  at  the  point  he  had  designated, 
about  twenty-two  miles  from  Benton.  General 
McArthur  had  taken  the  very  wise  precaution 
to  send  into  Yazoo  City — which  the  marine  por- 
tion of  the  expedition  were  now  occupying— a 
portion  of  his  train,  so  as  not  to  be  encumbered 
Hierewith  in  his  movements,  preferring,  unlike 
some  commanders  of  expeditibns,  to  use  infantry 
to  support  his  advance  cavalry  force. 

On  me  twelfth,  Creneral  McArtiiur  started  his 
little  army  eastward,  in  ihe  direction  of  Yaughan, 
distant  eighteen  miles,  determined  if  the  enemy 
were  there,  as  reported,  to  make  theih  fight  or 
nln.  He  had  gone  but  a  few  miles  when  he 
came  upon  the  rebels  in  force,  fully  displayed 
Qpon  carefully  chosen  ground,  and  apparently 
•determined  to  resist  his  march. 

He  immediately  drew  up  his  men  and  offered 
battle.  For  a  short  time  uie  contest  was  sharp, 
but  a  flank  movement  skilfully  managed  and  a 
successful  advance  of  a  section  of  artillery 
whK^  opened  on  them  ah  enfilade  unexpectedly, 
threw  them  into  confusion  followed  by  a  hasty 
retreat  Again  they  were  purBued  and  a  run- 
ning fight — ^if  the  toilsome  march  of  infimtry 
after  mounted  men  can  be  oaUed  running — was 
Irept  up  s^  die  wa^  to  Yaughan.  Yaughan  is  a 
station  on  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad, 
distant  thirty  miles  from  YaEoo  City.  The 
railroad  crosses  the  Big  Black  at  a  point  four 
miies  from  Yaughan.  That  night  me  troops 
were  camped  at  the  station,  and  the  next  day 
«]gaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  depot  and  a 
portion  of  the  track  and  most  of  the  tressel 
work  at  the  crossing.  Brigadier-Gkneral  EUet 
had  meantime  arrived  at  Yazoo  City  with  some 
more  troops,  and  assumed  direction  of  affidrs 
there.  Skirmishing  was  frequent,  even  near  the 
city,  and  a  detachment  of  marine  cavalrv,  on 
its  way  out  to  communicate  with  General  Mc- 
Arthurs  command,  aftar  following  over  tke 
route  of  the  fighing,  frt)m  Benton  to  Yau^ian, 
had  nearly  reached  the  latter  place,  late  at  ni^ht, 
when  a  body  of  reb^  were  found  picketing 
the  road  at  a  place  where  it  forks,  and  they 
were  compeUea  to  return.  After  causing  the 
d^truction  of  the  railroad,  and  bein^  satisfied 
of  the  fact  that  Adams  would  not  nght  him. 
General  ^McArthur  moved  leisurely  Imck,  and 
arrived  in  this  city  on  the  fifteenth.  This 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  had 
teen  once  destroyed  before  by  our  army,  and 
was  just  rebuilt  at  great  cost  and  labor,  and 
was  designed  by  the  rebels  to  transport  supplies 
from  the  rich  region  of  the  Yazop,  through  to 
the  interior,  for  the  use  of  their  army. 

This  city  has  suffered  but  little  from  the  rav- 
ages of  war,  though  it  has  been  temporarily 
occupied  by  Federal  troops  three  different  times, 
and  there  has  been  a  severe  street  fight,  marks 
of  shots  being  plainly  visible  in  many  places.  Its 
citizens  are,  for  the  most  part,  femalesi  wives 


or  widows,  or  sweethearts  of  rebel  offio^n  and 
soldiers,  and  hence  tiiey  are  thoroughly  rebel 
There  is  great  destitution  throughout  this  whc^ 
region.  None  of  the  staple  groceries  are  to  be 
found,  even  in  the  houses  of  the  most  wealthy. 
Com  meal,  and  a  wretched  quality  at  that,  wim 
garden  vegetables  and  milk,  constitute  the  most 
extravagant  bill  of  fare  the  country  wiU  afford. 
All  articles  of  dress  are  sdd  at  &bulous  prices, 
and  the  poor  are  truly  in  a  wretched  condition. 
Every  kind  of  business  is  entirely  suspended, 
and  what  little  energy  is  left  in  the  people  is 
concentrated  upon  the  raising  of  grain ;  but  tiie  * 
negroes  havine  mostly  left,  there  will  not  be 
more  produced  than  will  be  needed  for  home 
consumption. 

Large  numbers  of  refugees  and  deeerters 
from  the  rebel  army  have  come  in,  some  having 
their  families  with  them,  appealing  for  help  to 
get  away.  In  some  instances  three  deserters 
have  lived  for  fifteen  months  in  the  nearest 
swamp  to  th^  homes,  and  have  been  hunted  for 
repeatedly  by  the  scouts  and  conscript  partiefl 
with  bloodhounds.  They  desire  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  go  where  they  can  live 
as  loyal  citizens  of  ^e  United  States  undisturlh 
ed.  Said  one  who  had  been  a  conscript  and  es- 
caped after  three  months :  **  Sir,  I  have  Umg 
looked  for  this  day ;  I  will  take  the  oath  of  fu- 
l^iance  and  once  more  become  a  loyal  oitizffli 
of  the  United  States,  that  good  old  government 
for  which  my  grandfather  fought  seven  years, 
and  for  whose  enemies  I  never  did,  and  never 
will,  fire  a  gun."  Several  prisoners  fell  into  our 
hands,  and  a  few  were  lost  during  the  marches 
and  fights.  A  flag  a  truoe  was  sent  out  to  the 
rebels  in  the  hope  of  effecting  an  exchange,  bat 
Adams  declined. 

Maysa 

The  expedition  has  returned  to  Yicksburg, 
marching  through  in  three  days.  No  enemy  ap- 
peared during  the  march.  Adams  has  retired 
with  his  whole  command  across  the  Big  Blad^, 
seeking  a  safer  place  than  the  vicinity  of  McAr- 
thur to  carry  on  his  military  operations.  Hus 
accounts  for  his  declining  the  exchange.  He 
wished  to  keep  his  movemenjta  secret  till  his 
command  were  safely  across^  and  the  Big  Black 
between  himself  and  McArthur.  The  expedition 
is  an  entire  success,  and  reflects  great  credit 
upon  tiie  officers  who  planned  and  executed  it 
Tne  men  held  up  during  the  long  fatiguing 
march  remarkably  well,  and  came  into  Vidcs- 
burg  in  the  same  high  ^irita  in  which  they  left 


Doa  5. 
MAJ0B-6ENEBAL  BOSEOBAKS'  ORDER. 

HBAOQUABnil9  DlPABTHVT  OP  Ml»OX«I.\ 

St.  Lodib,  Mo.,  AprU  29,  18M.     J 

General  Orders,  2^o.  65 : 

It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  oom 
mandine  General  that  combinations  exist  in  the 
city  of  St  Louis,  having  for  their  object  to  ppe- 
▼ent  journeymen  meohaiiiQBy  apprentices,  and 
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kbarers  from  woaking  in  maniifiEtctariiig  eatab- 
li^aneDiB,  exeept  on  tenns  prescribed  to  ike 
ptopnetars  thereof,  by  parties  not  interested 
tberein,  which  terms  have  no  relation  to  the 
matter  of  wages  to  be  paid  lo  employees,  but  to 
the  internal  management  of  such  establishments ; 
and  it  appearing  that,  in  conseqnence  of  snch 
eombinations,  end  the  practices  of  those  con- 
fiemed  in  ih«m,  the  opmttons  of  some  estab- 
luhmenta  where  articles  are  produced  which 
are  required  for  use  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Western  waters,  and  in  the  military,  naval,  and 
Innmort  service  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  DToken  np,  aud  the  production  of  such  ar- 
tides  stopped  or  suspended,  the  following  order 
is  promnigated,  and  any  violation  tiiereof  will 
he  pumabed  as  a  military  offence : 

FinL — ^No  person  shaJl,  directly  or  indirectly, 
attempt  to  deter  or  prevent  any  other  person 
frooi  working  on  such  terms  as  he  may  agree 
ipoD,  in  any  manufhcturing  establishment  where 
ny  article  is  ordinarily  made  which  ms^  be 
required  for  use  in  the  navigation  of  the  West- 
cm  waters,  or  in  the  militaiy,  naval,  or  transport 
wrvice  of  the  United  States. 

SeoomL — No  person  slmll  watch  around  or 
haag  about  any  such  establishment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annoying  the  employees  thereof,  or  leam- 
iog  who  are  employed  therein. 

TkmL — ^No  association  or  combination  shall 
be  formed  or  continue,  or  meeting  held,  having 
te  itB  object  to  prescribe  to  the  proprietor  of 
mj  such  establishment  whom  they  shall  employ 
tberein,  or  how  they  shall  conduct  the  operar 
tnns  thereof. 

F^wik. — All  employees  in  such  establish- 
sentB  will  be  protected  by  military  authority 
against  all  attempts  by  any  person  to  interfere 
with  or  annoy  them  in  work,  in  consequence  of 
their  being  engaged  in  it 

F^tL — The  proprietors  of  every  such  estab- 
fiahment  in  the  county  of  St  Louis  will  forthwith 
tnnainii  to  the  office  of  the  Provost-Marshal- 
Oeoeral  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have, 
iiaoe  the  ttteenth  day  of  March,  1864,  left  their 
ampioy  to  engage  in  any  such  combination  or 
aiBoeiation  as  that  above  referred  to,  or  have 
been  induced  to  leave  by  the  operations  of  any 
•idi  combination  or  association,  or  by  the  indi- 
vidual effiort  of  any  one  concerned  therein.  The 
rtwe  of  residence  of  such  persons,  so  far  as 
iDOWtt,  will  be  stated,  together  with  a  list  by 
Mme  of  all  who  have  liken  an  active  part  in 
my  combination  or  effort  to  control  the  conduct 
of  any  sudi  establishment,  or  to  prevent  persons 
from  working  therein. 

Sudh^—The  PosWDonunander,  Colonel  J.  H. 
Btker,  Tenth  Minnesota  volunteers,  is  charged, 
ander  the  direction  of  the  District-Commander, 
vitib  ^  execution  of  this  order.  All  persons 
mplying  for  the  aid  of  the  military  forces  in 
thu  connection  will  report  direct  to  Colonel 
Biker. 

Sitmtk — In  potting  down  this  attack  upon 
private  rights  and  the  military  powers  of  the 
by  ofgaointions  led  by  bad  men,  the 


confidently  relies^pon  the 
e  city  aumorities,  and  all 


Cteneral  commandh 
support  and  aid  of 
right4ninded  men. 

By  command  of 

Major-€reneral  Rosboranb. 
0.  D.  Grbrnb, 

Assisian  Ac^atant-OenanL 
Frakk  Eno, 

A.  A.  0. 


Doo.  6. 
THE  LADIES'  NATIONAL  COVENANT. 

On  the  second  day  of  May,  1864,  a  society  of 
women  was  formed  at  Wasnington,  D.  C,  whose 
object  was  to  abolish  the  use  of  foreign  silks, 
satins,  laces,  indeed  the  whole  family  of  milli'^ 
nery  and  feminine  adornments,  with  a  view  to 
keep  the  gold  in  the  country.  The  Rev.  Ihr. 
McMurdy  and  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Baker  were  made 
Secretaries  of  the  meeting,  and  the  objects 
briefly  stated. 

Mrs.  Senator  Lane  then  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  seven  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  women  of  America,  and  report  a 
constitution  for  the  proposed  organization,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  The  President  ap- 
pointed Mrs.  Senator  Lane,  of  Indiana;  Mrs. 
Ann  S.  Stephens,  New  York ;  Mrs.  Senator  Wil- 
son, Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Loan,  of  Missonri; 
Mrs.  Pike,  of  Maine ;  Mrs.  S,  A.  Douglas ;  Mrs. 
IngersoU,  of  the  district 

Mrs.  Spaulding,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  committee  of  five  to  nominate  officers 
for  the  society.  Adopted.  Mrs.  Spauldiug,  of 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Woodbridge,  of  Vermont;  Mrs. 
Hughes,  of  Indiana;  Mrs.  Choate,  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  Mrs.  Morris,  of  the  navy,  were 
appointed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Constitution  reported 
the  following : 

Articles  of  Asaodation, 

ABTIOLB  I.— OP  THB  NAME  AND  OBJBOT. 

Seo.  I.  The  name  of  this  association  shall  be 
**  The  Ladies*  National  Covenant" 

Sec.  2.  The  object  shall  be  to  unite  the  women 
of  the  country  in  the  earnest  resolution  to  pur- 
chase no  imported  articles  of  apparel  wheie 
American  can  possibly  be  substituted,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 

AXnOLE  n. — OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1. — ^The  officers  of  the  National  Covenant 
shall  be  a  President,  Vice-President,  Correspond- 
ing and  Recording  Secretaries,  and  an  Advisory 
and  Organizing  &)nmiittee  of  two  from  each 
State  and  Territory  within  Federal  hues. 

&c.  2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Covenant,  and  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  She  shall  provide 
for  all  vacancies  in  the  offices. 

Sec.  H.  The  Vice-President,  in  the  absence  or 
death  of  the  President,  shall  act  in  her  place. 
She  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
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miitee,  •and  shaU  assist  the  Flresideiit  in  her 
duties  at  her  request 

Sbg.  4.  The  Ck>rre8poudiii|^  Secretaries  diall 
enlist  the' press  in  benalf  of  the  object  of  the 
Covenant,  and  correspond  with  ladies  and  socie- 
ties in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in  promotion 
of  the  purposes  of  the  organization. 

The  number  of  Corresponding  Secretaries 
shall  be  t^,  which  number  may  be  au^ented 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Seo.  6.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  pre- 
serve an  official  record  of  the  names  and  places 
of  residence  pledged  to  the  Covenant,  and  per- 
form such  ouier  duties  as  are  implied  in  the 
nature  of  their  office. 

The  number  of  Recording  Secretaries  shall  be 
two,  and  this,  number  may  be  increased  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  President 

Seo.  6.  The  Advisory  and  Oiiganizing  Com- 
mittee shall  consist  of  two  from  each  State  and 
territory  within  Federal  lines,  which  number 
may  be  indefinitely  increased,  by  the  two  mem- 
bers from  the  State  or  territory,  by  appoint- 
ments, at  their  pleasure,  of  persons  within  said 
State  or  territory,  for  the  purposes  of  this  asso- 
ciation, in  the  said  State  or  territory.  *  This  or- 
ganizing committee  shall  report  monthlv,  as  ffur 
practicable,  to  the  President  of  the  National 
Covenant,  the  number  of  persons  pledged  in 
their  respective  States  to  the  covenant,  and 
make  such  suggestion  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient to  perfect  the  success  of  this  society. 

Sec.  7.  The  executive  committee  shall  consist 
of  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Correspond- 
ing and  Recording  Secretaries.  This  committee 
shall  transact  all  business  necessary  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  league.  Said  committee  shall  meet 
at  their  pleasure,  and  adopt  any  by-laws  for 
their  government  not  inconsistent  with  the  object 
of  the  National  Covenant 

Sue.  8.  The  time  and  place  of  the  meetings  of 
the  National  Covenant  shall  be  determined  by 
the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

ART.  m.— OF  THE  PLEDGE  OB  COVENANT. 

The  pledge  or  covenant  shall  be  as  follows : 
**  For  three  years,  or  for  the  war,  we  pledge  our- 
selves to  each  other  and  the  country  to  purchase 
BO  imported  article  of  i^parel.'' 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Loan,  the  constitution  was 
•dopted. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Nininger,  of  Oregon,  the 
address  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  its  uni- 
versal publication  asked. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  their 
report,  which,  on  motion  of  Mrs.Hatdi,of  Wash- 
tngion,  D.  C,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the 
>mcers  elected  as  follows : 

Officers: 

TEE  EXECUTIVE  OOMMmEE. 

President— Mrs.  General  James  Taylor. 
Vioe-PresiderU^—'MjB.  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
Rec(miing  Seoertaries-^mBB  Rebecca  GiDis, 
Miss  YiTginia  Smithu 


(hrresponding  8ecreiarieB — Mrs.  M.  Morris, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  French,  Mrs.  S.  Bowen,  Mrs.  H.C.  Inger- 
soU,  Mrs.  Z.  C.  Robbins,  Mrs.  Professor  Henry, 
Mrs.  Chittenden,  Mrs.  Captain  Kidden,  Miss  WU- 
liams,  Mies  Matilda  Bates. 

Address  to  (he  Women  of  America: 

In  the  capital  of  our  country  we  have  tbit 
day  organized  a  central  society  for  iStie  bh^ 
pression  of  extravapinoe,  the  diminution  of 
foreign  imports  and  ue  practice  of  economy  in 
all  our  social  relations.  To  this  society  we  have 
given  the  name  of  **  The  Ladies*  National  Cove. 
nant"  Its  object  is  a  good  and  generous  one, 
wluch  should  inspire  a  spirit  of  patriotism 
worthy  of  women  who  are  the  glory  of  a 
great  nation.  For  this  society  we  have  an  ex- 
ample and  precedent  at  once  august  and  en- 
couraging. 

In  1770  the  women  of  Massachusetts,  actu- 
tated  by  the  same  impulse  that  inspire6  us,  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  we  nave  met  h^«, 
and  resolved  Vs  serve  the  country  by  an  efibrt 
of  self-sacrifice  far  greater  than  we  are  called 
upon  to  make. 

On  the  ninth  of  Februaiy.  three  hundred  ma- 
trons, each  the  mistress  of  a  household,  met  as  we 
do  now,  and  signed  a  pledge  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  tea,  the  greatest  luxury  of  the  tame,  and 
the  very  life  of  all  the  social  gatherings  for 
which  our  New  England  ancestors  were  so 
fiunous.  Three  days  later,  twice  that  number  of 
blooming  young  girls  met  in  the  same  place  and 
signed  uke  pledges;  from  that  brave  assem- 
blage of  women  non-importation  societies  sprang 
up,  that  produced  an  effect  upon  tiie  mother 
countnr  aunost  equal  to  that  created  hj  the  suc- 
cess of  our  revolutionary  armies.  Dnnng  all  the 
terrors  of  tiie  war  these  noble  women  held 
firmly  to  their  pledges,  and  by  their  earnestness 
awoke  tiie  sympathv  and  co-operation  of  every 
sister  colony  in  the  land.  The  spirit  thus 
aroused  extended  itself  to  imported  goods  of  all 
kinds,  and  every  hearthstone  was  turned  into  an 
independent  man^actory.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
flax-wheel,  the  hatchel,  and  ^<b  hand-loom  be- 
came sublime  instruments  of  freedom  in  th« 
hands  of  American  women.  The  house-mothers 
of  '76  not  onlv  kept  their  pledge  of  non-inipor- 
tatlon,  but  with  their  own  hands  wrought  from 
&e  raw  material  the  garments  which  clothed 
themselves,  their  husb^ds,  and  children.  The 
pledge  which  they  took,  and  kept  so  futhfully, 
evoked  not  only  great  self-sacnfice,  but  bard, 
hard  toil,  such  as  me  women  of  the  present  day 
scarcelv  dream  of.  Had  they  not  endured  and 
labored  while  their  husbands  fought,  we  should 
have  had  no  mighty  Union  to  pray  and  slmg^ 
for  now. 

We,  the  women  of  '64,  have  the  same  object 
to  attain  and  the  same  duties  to  perform  which 
were  so  nobly  accomplished  by  the  women  of 
76.  Shall  we  not  follow  their  example,  aaad 
take  up,  cheerfully,  the  lesser  burdens  that  the 
welfare  of  our  country  demands  T  They  gave 
Bp  the  very  comforts  of  life  without  a  munnur; 
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on  w^  refuse  when  a  sacrifioe  of  feminine 
▼anitf  if  alone  required  7  Can  we  hesitate  to 
yidd  up  luxuries  that  are  bo  unbecoming  when 
tiie  veiy  earth  trembles  under  our  feet  £rom  the 
tread  hi  armed  men  going  down  to  battle,  and 
aimost  every  roof  tl^ougnout  the  land  shelters 
some  molher  lamenting  the  son  who  has  fallen 
gkvioualy  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  or  a  widow 
vkose  husband  lies  buried  so  deeply  amone  the 
ittssea  of  slain  heroes,  that  she  will  never  Team 
latere  to  seek  for  his  grave  I 

When  the  wife  of  a  great  prince,  whose  hus- 
bsnd  waa  absent  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  was  ureed 
bjr  her  Mends  to  put  on  her  royal  robes  andbe 
ekeezful,  she  answered :  '*  My  husband  is  under 
tte  waDs  of  Troy ;  shall  I  adorn  my  hair  while 
\m  wears  a  hefamet?  Shall  I  dress  in  new  robes 
while  he  carries  arms  ?  No  I  my  raiment  shall 
be  like  his  hard  labors,  and  in  sadness  will  I  pass 
^  time  of  this  mournful  war."  Patriotism  is 
betntiful  in  all  eyes,  and  was  shared  alike  by  the 
lady  of  daaaic  i^aty  and  the  mother  of  the  Rev- 
ofatfion,  clad  in  her  homespun  dress,  and  steadily 
pwfofmii^  more  than  household  duties.  Com- 
pare the  spirit  of  these  women  with  the  reckless 
eztrava^mce  which  has  marked  the  duration  of 
this  temble  strc^le  for  the  Union,  and  the  oon- 
tast  is  indeed  humiliating.  StilL  the  women  of 
Anerica  are  not  unworthy  of  their  ancestors. 
Thoaghtless  they  may  be,  and  luxuriously  ex- 
travagant from  long  habits  of  prosperity,  but 
amd  and  unjust  never  I  Appeal  to  their  reason 
and  gentle  feeliii^,  and  the  women  of  this  day 
wffl  prove  themselves  capable  of  as  noble  deecfs 
m  ever  marked  the  struggles  of  the  Revolution. 
Convince  them  of  the  evus  their  thoughtlessness 
isnrodudng,  and  the  remedy  is  certain. 

it  has  not  yet  been  sufSciently  impressed  upon 
fliflm  that' the  encouragement* of  extravagant 
oqKirtations  is  injurious  to  the  public  good.  To 
impress  this  vital  truth  upon  the  women  of  the 
Ui&m,  we  have  entered  into  this  solenm  cove- 
nni,  not  oi^  lending  ourselves  to  a  general 
ijBtem  <^  eeonomy  in  our  persons,  but  holdii^ 
it  as  a  dn^  to  impress  upon  others  how 
mwonianly  it  is  to  m^e  outward  display  a  par- 
aaount  sabject  of  thoi^ht,  when  the  nation  is 
in  tbe  throes  of  a  rebellion  such  as  the  world 
new  saw.  Gathered  here  in  the  centre  of  the 
ja&m^  a  handful  of  women,  intent  on  a  single 
ebjeet,  anxious  only  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
we  appeal  to  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of 
oar  sister  women  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  tbe  land.  Let  it  be  well  understood, 
tint  every  oonce  of  gold  that  ffoes  from  the 
ooontry  detracts  from  me  pay  of  tibe  soldier  who 
iali^i&ng  for  our  salvation,  and  diminishes  the 
wages  of  our  sister  women,  who  toil  for  their 
br^d,  into  a  miserable  pittance  that  scarcely 
Mflfees  to  keep  the^  from  starvation.  The 
oedous  metal  that  flows  from  this  country  to 
fiorope  for  the  luxuries  we  do  not  need  increases 
tta  fffioe  of  gold  here,  depreciates  the  value  of 
Mr  naiioiud  currency,  and  helps  to  sweep  the 
I  of  life  beyond  the  reach  of  the  work- 


It  is  a  painful  truth,  for  whioh  we  shall  yet 
leam  to  blush,  that  the  importations  of  the  most 
expensive  goods  manufactured  in  Europe  have 
been  far  greater  during  the  wi^  than  at  any  time 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  The  importations 
last  week  at  the  New  Y(H*k  Custom  House  alone 
amounted  to  five  millions  of  dollars ;  and  all  that 
week — which  will  yet  find  its  ignoble  record  in 
history-^-^he  streets  of  Washington  were  block- 
ed up  with  weary  soldiers,  marching  through 
mud,  rain,  or  dust,  down  to  the  Army  of  the  ro- 
tomac,  which  now  lies  with  bated  courage 
waitizig  for  the  carnival  of  death  which  is  ahnost 
flinging  its  crimson  shadow  over  us. 

For  the  good  of  our  country  and  the  honor  of 
our  sex,  let  us  redeem  ourselves  from  this 
reproach  of  wanton  extravagance.  Let  us  prove 
by  cheerful  retrenchment  that  the  women  of  the 
country  are  not  so  wedded  to  luxurious  self4n- 
dulgence  that  tliey  cannot  fill  a  glorious  pM^e  in 
the  history  of  this  war,  and  yet  retain  all  that  ia 
retiring  imd  beautiful  in  womanhood.  In  all 
humane  works  they  have  proved  themselves 
charitable,  kind,  and  munificent  Let  these  com- 
prehend that  self-abnegation  will  accomplish 
more  than  works  of  charity,  and  they  wDl  not  be 
less  earnest  to  sacrifice  than  they  have  been  to 
act  It  must  not  be  said  of  us  that  we  have 
been  willing  to  give  up  oui  husbands,  sons,  and 
brothers  to  fight  or  die  for  the  Union,  and  yet 
refuse  to  renounce  our  laces,  silks,  velvets,  and 
diamonds.  That  thought  would  cover  us  wi^ 
shame  before  the  nations  of  the  earth.  No ;  our 
women  of  the  Union  only  lack  knowledge  of  the 
means  by  which  they  can  prove  themselves 
true  helpmates  of  the  heroes  who  are  fighting 
our  battles.  Impress  it  upon  them  that  in  dis- 
couraging excessive  imnortations,  and  adopting 
goods  manufactured  at  home,  they  keep  gold  in 
16  country,  reduce  the  rates  of  exchange,  and 
establish  confidence  in  the  Government,  and  they 
will  prove  how  fer  patriotism  can  rise  above 
feminine  vanity  in  the  hearts  of  American 
women. 

In  order  to  invoke  this  spirit  of  self-sacrifice, 
it  is  important  that  the  great  object  of  the  cov- 
enant we  have  made  should  be  broadly  circu- 
lated and  thoroughly  understood.  It  discourages  * 
profligate  expenditures  of  any  kind,  recommends 
the  use  of  domestic  fieibrics  wherever  they  can 
be  substituted  for  those  of  foreign  make,  and 
advises  simplicity  of  attire,  both  as  a  matter  of 
policy  and  good  taste.  It  asks  tile  great  sister- 
hood of  American  women  to  aid  in  this  reform 
before  it  is  too  late. 

Thank  Gk}dl  science  has  given  us  the  means 
of  reaching  thoiisands  on  thousands  in  a  single 
hour.  While  we  make  this  covwiant,  the  thou^t 
that  thrills  our  hearts  may  tremble  in  fire  along 
the  telegraph,  and  awake  kindred  inspiration 
throughout  the  entire  land.  By  every  means  of 
communication  in  our  power,  let  us  urge  the 
necessity  of  prompt  action.  In  every  town  and 
village  diroughout  the  Union,  some  woman  who 
loves  her  country  is  implored  to  establish  an 
auxiliary  society,  and  forward  the  names  of  the 
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ladies  invited  to  act  for  the  State  in  which  her 
duty  lies.  We  ask  simultaneons  action,  earnest 
work,  and  generous  self-sacrifice,  at  the  hands 
of  sister  women.  With  their  ardent  help,  a  work 
will  be  accomplished  so  important  in  its  results 
that  the  woman  who  shares  in  it  may,  hereafter, 
leave  the  emblem  of  our  object  as  the  richest 
jewel  that  she  can  leave  to  posterity. 

OPINIONS  OP  THE  PBD3S. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Tranaeript: 

In  view  of  the  high  price  of  gold,  the  women 
of  America  desire  to  form  an  association  for  the 
practice  of  economy  in  dress  and  living,  upon 
the  broad  basis  of  love  of  country.  The  pre- 
mium on  gold,  we  are  told,  is  an  evidence  of 
the  Government's  want  of  money,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  the  demand  bein^  greater  than  the 
supply.  To  meet  this  deficiency  the  Govern- 
ment must  increase  the  national  debt,  an  expe- 
dient which,  if  persisted  in,  threatens  to  cause 
a  depreciation  of  the  curren<gr,  and  tends  to- 
wards national  bankruptcy.  The  only  eflScient, 
permanent  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  is, 
we  are  told,  taxation.  The  country  is  reputed 
able  and  willing  to  pay  a  tax  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred millions,  but  Congress  hesitates  to  impose 
such  a  tax  from  the  fear  of  the  Government  be- 
coming unpopular  at  home  and  abroad.  In  this 
state  of  aftairs,  with  a  Government  daily  out  of 
pocket,  and  a  Congress  hesitating  to  tax,  can- 
not the  women  of  the  country  do  a  great  good 
in  an  unpretending  way  ?  The  first  step  seems 
to  be,  if  we  wish  to  diminish  the  demand  for 
gold,  to  find  out  what  becomes  of  it.  We  are 
told  that  it  is  partly  hoarded  by  the  "  rich  and 
poor,"  "  the  timid  and  disloyal ;"  partly  con- 
sumed in  the  manufacture  of  plate,  articles  of 
ornament ;  partly  in  the  payment  of  duties ; 
but  mainly  sent  out  of  the  country  in  payment 
of  the  excess  of  our  imports  over  our  exports. 
Of  these  foreign  imports  some  forty  mmions 
must  be  set  dawn  to  woman's  account ;  she  con- 
sumine  the  main  part  of  the  silks  and  jewelry 
and  aU  the  laces,  embroideries,  flowers,  etc. 
Five-sixths  of  the  gross  imports  are  said  to  be 
paid  for  in  com,  wheat,  cotton,  etc.,  leaving  an 
excess  of  about  fifty  millions  to  be  paid  for  in 

§old.  Cannot  so  earnest  an  appeal  be  made  to 
le  conscience  and  practical  wisdom  of  the 
women  of  America,  as  to  induce  them  cheerfully 
to  forego  the  purchase  of  a  large  portion  of 
tiiese  foreign  commodities,  so  as  to  help  bring 

fold  down  at  par?  Here  is  a  plain,  homely 
uty  required  to  be  done  by  some  one,  from  the 
pure  motive  of  love  of  country,  and  to  the  end 
of  bringing  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor, 
sustaining  the  national  credit,  and  triumphantly 
ending  the  war.  Are  we  strong  enough  to  do 
it  ?  It  is  very  weak  and  not  wholly  just  to 
reply:  "Men  consume  as  much  and  more  of 
foreign  luxuries,  in  the  way  of  tobacco,  wine, 
and  spirits,  as  we  do."  It  is  unworthy  of  a 
woman  to  give  so  poor  a  reason  for  the  neglect 
of  a  duty  as  to  say  that  the  obligation  is  equafly 


binding  upon  some  one  else,  who  ftdls  to  per- 
form it.  Let  us  rather  joyfully  sacrifioe  our 
taste  and  convenience  in  a  cause  so  glorious  as 
our  country's  welfare,  and  wish  that  it  was  as 
easy  to  know  whftt  were  good  to  do  for  one^ 
country  as  it  is  to  do  it  Two  plans  are  pro- 
posed. One  is  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
conscience  upon  the  duty  of  simple  and  sober 
Uving,  but  to  leave  the  individual  to  make  the 
practical  appfa'cation  of  the  principle  to  her  ewi 
expenditure.  The  other  is  to  specifv  certaa 
foreign  commodities,  the  disuse  of  which  wilB 
involve  the  least  practical  inconvenience,  and 
which  the  association  shall  be  pledged  *^  to  do 
without"  during  the  war.  That  plan  is  te 
best  which  will  insure  the  greatest  and  most 
permanent  reduction  in  the  amount  of  imports. 
The  same  plan  proposes  that  the  association 
shdl  voluntarily  pledge  itself  to  forego  buying 
during  the  war,  web-velvets  and  plushes,  satins, 
white  and  black  thread  laces,  foreign  embroid- 
eries, foreign  artificial  flowers  and  feathers, 
ermine,  camel's  hair  shawls,  French  hats,  bon- 
nets, caps,  and  head-dresses,  silk  and  velvet 
cloaks,  sacks  and  mantiDas,  diamonds  and  other 
jewelry,  bronzes,  ormolu,  and  fancy  ornamental 
goods,  foreign  HOcb  of  aU  descrtpHons  ;  to  give 
up  trimming  the  skirts  of  dresses,  and  to  wxA- 
ish  champagne  from  entertainments.  This  move- 
ment originates  in  no  spirit  of  asoeticism ;  a 
spirit  which  looks  upon  beautiful  and  expen- 
sive dress  at  any  time  as  necessarily  a  man  of 
frivolity  or  self-indulgence.  Dress  has  a  daiifi 
to  rank  as  a  fine  art,  and.  if  low  in  the  scale,  it 
is  still  a  round  in  the  ladder  by  which  humanity 
is  helped  up  to  higher  things.  Neither  do  we 
charge  any  one  cwss  of  the  community  with 
excessive  expenditure.  Extrava^ce  is  a  rda- 
tive  tenA,  and  thousands  of  families',  no  doubt, 
who  consume  the  most  expensive  of  these  luxu- 
ries, can  honestly  pay  for  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  give  munifioentiy  to  the  support  of 
the  war.  StiU  less  would  we  sneer  at  any  set 
of  men  or  women  whose  uncounted  weal^ 
takes  to  itself  such  dazzling  wings.  We  expect 
a  wholesome  degree  of  ridicule,  and  to  be  asked 
once  a  day, "Are  we  to  dress  in  bed-sacks T 
To  such  we  reply,  that  bed-sadcs  are  not  «o  bad 
after  all  on  Newport  beach,  and  that  there  are 
eyes  in  which  a  delaine  or  alpaca  dress,  unos- 
tentatiously worn  from  love  of  country,  has  a 
lustre  which  the  Lyons  looms  fail  to  give  to 
their  costitest  fabrics. 

We  ask  thoughtful  women  to  give  their  opin- 
ion as  to  which  of  the  two  plans  suggested  is 
the  most  practical  and  practicable,  to  suggest 
changes  in,  or  additions  to,  th^  list  of  pro- 
hibited articles,  or  any  general  intelligent  criti- 
cism. D. 

lb  the  Editor  of  the  WaMn^  Chnmide: 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  leading  off  in  advocat- 
ing ladies'  leagues.  Persevere ;  do  not  give  up 
so  good  a  work.  I  do  not  widi  to  say  flnythmg 
disparaging  of  our  women,  but  indeed  I  sboiida 
think  vastly  more  of  them  if  they  would  show 
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th^  fStdnk  mora  of  Uie  couuiiT  than  of 
8.  I  am  old  esough  to  have  had  a  mother 
wHa  was  a  young  woman  daring  l^e  Revolor 
tunarr  war ;  and  I  have  heard  her,  many  a 
lime,  deacribe  how  the  women  then  took  a  pride 
in  wearing  dreases  mannfiactured  whol^  by 
tiieaaelvee  or  in  their  families,  and  how  it  was 
oonsdered  diacreditable  for  any  one  to  appear 
io  a  dreaa  made  of  any  foreign  fabric.  Let  this 
Mint  animate  the  women  of  the  North  as  it 
«wa  the  women  of  the  South,  to  their  credit  be 
SI  spoken,  and  I  am  very  sure  we  shall  regard 
tiMm  with  ten-fold  adnuration,  and  our  brave 
sokBersin  the  field  will  feel  more  like  fighting, 
aid  will  fight  with  piore  ardor.  I  know  some 
ntt]r,  anpatriotic  women,  have  sneered  at  this 
idea  of  dreasing  plainly,  and  have  declared  tliat 
dim  would  dresa  just  as  much  as  they  pleased, 
and  wear  Just  as  costly  silks  as  they  could 
ifod  to  buy,  in  spite  of  all  such  leagues.  But 
kt  it  be  onoe  understood  that  respectable  ladies 
«•  to  be  known  by  the  plainness  of  their  attire, 
aid  the  work  will  be  done.  The  women  can  do 
note  to  atop  excessive  and  ruinous  importations 
ttan  all  the  tarifEs  (Congress  can  manufacture. 

Sknsz. 
From  ike  Waskingion  Union, 

A  female,  signing  herseLT  "  Senez,"  has  a  com- 
wmication  in  this  morning's  Chnmide  relative 
to  the  idea  of  ladies  dressing  phdnly.  She  and 
iB  other  kidieB  have  a  right  to  dress  as  they 
fdeaae ;  but  she  has  no  right  to  force  their  fash- 
WDi  down  the  throats  of  those  who  are  not 
inclined  to  dress  as  they,  want  A  linsey-wool- 
•ey  gown  would  be  no  discredit  to  any  one,  and 
mose  who  desire  to  wear  ouarter  calicoes  have 
a  per£DCt  right  to  do  so ;  but  if  a  lady  dresses 
in  two-dollar  silk,  her  character  must  not  be 
impugned.  This  lady,  *•  Senez,"  in  winding  up 
her  ennsiott,  says :  '*  But  let  be  once  understood 
that  respeckible  ladies  are  to  be  known  by  the 
piainneas  of  their  attire,  and  ih&  work  will  be 
4aabr  She  takes  Teiy  broad  ground  relative  to 
rmpetiabiiUy,  and  ^e  presume  that  if  she  gave 
oat  that  females  must  wear  breeches,  they 
would  not  be  considered  respectable  if  they  did 
not  at  once  coincide  with  her.  Her  doctrines 
are  like  the  abotitionist's — ^no  one  is  loyal  but  a 
negro-worshipper. 

Fnm  the  New  York  Commercial  Adveriiser. 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  in  this  city 
among  thoughtfid  and  patriotic  woman^  to  quietly 
hot  reeofa\tely  reduce  the  consumption  of  im- 
ported goods  and  other  luxuries,  and  to  chedc 
tiie  extravagant  and  wasteful  expenditure  which 
is  80  rampant  in  these  days,  and  which  has 
0Terlai4  that  sweet  simplicity  supposed  to 
be  characteristic  of  the  good  old  days,  when 
Knickerbocker  and  New  Sigland  kitchens  were 
ordinary  features  in  every-ctoy  life. 

A  meeting  attended  by  lacues  from  the  most 
iaiaentBal  circles  in  societjr,  has  already  been 
h6ld,aAd  another  will  be  called  for  an  early  day. 
when  a  Hbenl  representation  of  the  ladies  of 
lifm  York  is  eopeoted.    It  is  felt  that  in  the 


midst  of  a  calamitous  war,  tho  provalcijt  luxury 
and  extravagance  the  idle  rout  id  of  pletitjuro  and 
gaiety,  are  inconBistent  v  ith  ih.^  claiius  of  duty 
to  the  country,  and  that  the  au0ermgs  atjil 
sacrifice  of  a  inillion  of  armed  men  dranii  frum 
the  homes  of  the  people,  di/niaEul  something 
like  a  response  from  the  gcucral  [yiiblie.  There 
is  a  patriotism,  too,  profound  enough  to  be 
willing  to  imitate  the  example  of  out  fathers, 
who  under  so  great  privations  fought  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  Tne  women  of  the  land  are 
to  be  commended  for  this  effort  to  raise  economy 
to  the  level  of  a  oractical  virtue,  and  the  men 
will  most  assuredly  welcome  any  reform  that 
they  may  thus  initiate,  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  they  will  have  smaller  bills  to  pay. 

Washington  Correspondence  of  ike  Detroit 
Tribune. 
Washington  ladies,  as  you  wiU  probably  see 
by  the  papers,  are  making  an  effort  at  retrench- 
ment in  the  way  of  dress,  to  prevent  the  ruinous 
importation  of  goods,  which  so  enhances  the 
pnce  of  gold  and  embarrasses  the  Government 
It  is  verv  well  that  thev  have  thought  of  it  even 
at  this  late  hour.  AU  winter  they  have  been 
dragging  the  price  of  the  soldier's  life  along 
our  pavements,  till,  weary  with  that  disgusting 

Srocess,  they  invented  a  system  of  puUeys  to 
e  worn  under  the  dress,  by  which  the  skirt 
could  be  elevated  at  wiU ;  but,  finding  that  this  is 
too  troublesome,  they  have  recently  resorted  to 
hooking  it  up.  Every  day  ladies,  I  suppose 
they  are  ladies,  may  be  seen  on  the  avenue 
with  heavy  'silk  skirts  richly  trimmed,  made 
from  a  quarter  to  a  half  yard  too  long  for  the 
wearer,  and  the  surplus  hooked  up  at  each  seam, 
giving  a  most  ridicuious,  baggy  appearance  to 
me  costume;  and  the  heavy,  unwieldy  mass 
over  the  swaying  hoops  adds  anything  but 
grace  to  the  motions  of  the  walker.  It  is  very 
appropriate  tbit  such  ladies  sl^ould  begin  to 
think  of  curtailing. 

However,  I  must  say,  that  from  what  I  nave 
heard  of  the  splendor  of  formed  seasons  here, 
the  extravagance  of  the  past  winter  has  been 
very  moderate  in  comparison.  It  has  been 
sneeringly  spoken  of  by  some  as  due  *  to  the 
influx  of  Northern  commonplace  people,  who 
did  not  understand  the  arts  and  elegances  of 
dress  as  practiced  by  the  aristocratic  Southerners 
under  democratic  rule.  Be  that  as  it  ma^,  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  simplicity  and 
economy  even  now.  They  are  going  to  organ- 
ize a  Ladies'  Union  League,  to  bind  themselves 
for  three  years  or  during, the  war,  not  to  buy  or 
use  imported  goods  where  it  is  possible  to  sub- 
stitute those  of  domestic  manufacture.  I  think 
the  gentlemen  ought  to  be  bound  over  to  good 
behavior  in  this  matter,  too.  T^eir  fine  broad- 
cloths and  brandies  certainly  have  some  effect 
on  importations. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Daily  News. 

Whilst  every  one  is  complaining  of  the  hizh 
cost  of  living  and  the  speculation  in  gold,  the 
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ladiee  of  Washio^n  are  adopting  piaetical 
measures,  with  a  view  to  remedy  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  eyiL  On  Monday  last,  as  we  loaxn 
from  the  /Stor,  nearly  Ihree  hundred  of  the  most 
prominent  ladiee  of  the  city  assembled  in  Dr. 
Sunderland's  churoh,  and  formed  a  society,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  check  the  importation  and 
constmiption  of  foreign  goods.  'A  constitution 
was  adopted,  and  the  society  was  named  the 
"  Covenant"  The  constitution,  which  is  to  be 
signed  by  each  member,  contains  the  following 
pledge :  "  For  three  years  or  the  war  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  purchase  no  foreign  article  or 
apparel  when  American  articles  can  possib^  be 
substituted.''  This  is  a  good  pledge,  but  might 
be  made  better.  It  will  do,  however,  as  a  be- 
ginning ;  and  if  the  men  and  women  in  dl  parts 
of  the  country  will  but  act  on  the  principle  in- 
volved in  it,  much  good  will  be  accomplished. 
Economy  should  be  the  watchword  m  such 
times  as  these.  There  is  no  familv  that  cannot 
reduce  the  consumption  of  gooos  now  pur- 
chased for  its  use  at  least  one-third,  and  this 
with  entire  regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
all.  Ignore  the  butterman  when  he  demands  an 
exorbitant  price  for  it ;  reduce  the  supply  of 
milk ;  substitute  something  else  for  co£fee ;  live 
on  plain  food,  and  discard  aU  luxuries ;  stop  off 
one  fire  in  the  winter ;  watch  the  cook,  that  he 
or  she  does  not  waste ;  and  in  a  thousand  other 
ways  pursue  a  system  of  strict  and  careftd 
economy,  and  mhch,  very  much,  will  be  done 
towards  breaking  down  the  conspirators  who 
are  robbing  tbe  people  and  the  Gbyemment 


Doa  7. 
ENGAGEMENT  ON  FOUB-MILE  GBEEE,  VA 

OOHMANDER  E.  T.  NICHOLAS  BEPOBT. 

Vtnm  9uan  ftraiMiBi  Mm>oiA,\ 
Jamb  Biyr,  July  3, 1864.     / 

AoHna  Rear-Admiral  8.  P.  Lee,  commanding 
Jf.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River : 
Admtrati  :  I  Imve  the  honor  to  make  report  of 
the  following  proceedings  in  and  about  Four- 
Mile  Creek  witoiin  the  past  few  days :  At  about 
seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Hunchback,  Lieutenant  Fyffe  commanding,  with 
a  battery  of  five  guns,  located  on  Four-MUe 
Creek,  about  two  thousand  yards  from  the  river. 
Lieutenant  Fyffe  immediately  returned  the  fire, 
and  kept  it  ut)  for  some  time,  when  the  battery 
was  apparently  silenced.  During  the  engage- 
ment the  Hunchback  was  struck  once  in  port 
wheeUiouse,  but  no  damage  done.  About  noon 
the  monitor  Saugus,  Commander  Calhoun,  came 
down  and  took  position  and  opened  fire.  The 
battery  fired  only  two  or  throe  shots  at  the 
Saugus,  but  opened  rapidly  and  spitefully  when- 
ever any  wooden  vessels  showea  in  front  A 
number  of  vessels  were  fired  on  in  this  manner 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  the 
presence  of  the  Saugus,  but  only  one  was  gtanick 


acmy  tog,  of  which  the  chaef  engineer  i 
severely  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  tbe  first 
instant,  in  company  with  the  Agawam,  this  tea- 
sel took  position  to  bring  a  cross-fire  on  the  po- 
sition 01  the  battery,  and  both  vess^  opened 
without  eliciting  iiny  reply,  neither  could  any 
one  be  seen  in  me  neighborhood.  After  firiitg 
about  twenty  shell  I  ceased,  and  there  has  bees 
no  demonstration  in  this  vicinity  since.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  first  information  was  received 
from  a  French  resident  that  the  enemy  had 
moved  some  of  their  guns  further  down  the- 
river,  with  a  view  to  annoying  passing  vessels, 
and  to  shell  the  camp  of  General  Foster,  below 
Four-Mile  Creek.  I  therefore  directed  Lieuten- 
ant Fyffe  to  proceed  down  the  river,  below 
Tilghman's  wharf,  and  if  the  enemy  were  about, 
to  remain  there.  About  seven  o'clock  p.  x. 
Lieutenant  Fyffe  fired  again,  which  was  imme- 
diatelpr  responded  to  by  the  rebels,  their  shell 
burstmg  in  the  neighboiiiood  of  General  Fos- 
ter's camp.  Their  nre  soon  ceased,  wnd  it  was 
asoertained  by  Lieutenant  Fvffe  the  next  mora- 
ine that  one  of  his  shells  feU  among  the  rebels, 
whereupon  they  abandoned  one  of  their  guns 
and  did  not  return  for  it  until  after  ten  p.  v. 
Since  then  everything  has  been  quiet  about 
here. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

',  United  StatoB  Navy. 


JCLT-9,  18«l. 

The  engagement  and  movements  referred  to 
in  this  report  of  Commander  Nichols  wece  in 
pursuance  of  immediate  instructioDS  from  me. 

S.  P.  Lkb, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqnadroo. 


Doa  8. 
8HEBMAN  IN  CffiOBGIA. 

Tbnraday  Afternoon,  Uayli,  1864.  / 


General  Sherman's  grand  campaign  has  reach- 
ed that  point  where  great  events  may  be  looked 
for  at  any  moment  It  is  two  weeks  to-day 
since  he  left  Nashville,  his  army  then  stretctung 
from  Decatur  to  beyond  Knoxville,  occupying 
the  same  lines  held  during  the  winter.  His 
arrival  at  Chattanooga  gave  every  divi^(mof 
tiie  army  a  mysterious  impulse,  and,  at  the  mo- 
ment that  Thomas  gathered  his  legions  into  hand 
for  an  active  movement,  the  corps  on  the  flanks  { 
showed  signs  of  life,  and,  by  rapid  strides,  con-  i 
verged  towards  the  centre  of  operations.  Vet  i 
eran  regiments  poured  in  from  tne  North.  Out*  i 
laying  detachments  were  thrown  together,  and  i 
troops  gtuoding  important  points  were  reduced  I 
to  exact  fighting  weight  In  less  than  ten  dayf 
a  tremendous  concentration  of  troops  has  takeo 
place,  and  to-dajr  an  immense  armv— -a  lan^ei 
number  of  effective  men  than  moved  i^pon  Oor 
inth,  after  tilie  battle  of  Shiloh—iB  in  positiop 
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I  ^imshot  of  file  enemj.  The  preparstioiie 
for  deeuiTe  figfaliDg  have  been  weighty  and 
oonehisiTe.  Not  an  onnce  of  baggage  is  carried 
\yf^  iruns.  Tents  have  been  dim»rded,  and 
tibe  aiiiniimitimi  and  snpplj  trams  are  the  only 
Gom  which  have  not  shrank  to  a  shadow  of 
tfart^  fonner  selves. 

JotttiBton  has  been  occupying  a  position  of  im- 
ntae  natural  strength,  covering  Dalton  and 
AftAta,aBd  presmnine  the  latter  place  to  be 
the  -objeetfve  point  of  the  campaign,  the  first 
aggressive  movement  promises,  and  has  been 
fond  to  be,  one  of  ^reat  difficulty— one  which 
pecttSar!^  requires  delicacy  of  judgment,  com- 
Noefl  with  vigor  of  execution.  Sherman  has 
the  absolute  confidence  of  his  men ;  he  is  a 
thorough  soldier,  a  subtle  strategist,  and  a  fear- 
less filter.  He  win  make  the  campaign  a  de- 
>one. 

passed  in  concentrating  the 
array  'ctnps,  lfejo]>6en^^  Howard, 
whioh  ma  stretched  along  the  railroad,  l^e  left 
res&ig  at  Cleveland,  and  we  ri^t  at  Ooltawah, 
tn  nSes  below. 

Gbmps  were,  broken  at  noon ;  and  amidst  the 
wfldest  enthusiasm  of  the  troops  at  the  pros- 
pect of  Uie  opening  of  the  spring  campaign,  the 
me  of  march  was  taken  witii  the  object  of  cen- 
tering at  Gatooea  ^>rii^,  three  miles  north-east 
of  RiBggoM. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

BevetOe  at  five  in  the  morning,  just  as  night 
li  Uffvig  her  dark  mantle  from  the  earth,  and  the 
^iQUiier  of  morning  is  seen  in  the  east  The 
soMier  turns  over,  rubs  his  eves  open,  crawls 
from  under  his  blanket,  is  quicMyiipon  his  feet, 
bkiwii^  into  life  the  smomderinff  embers — ^the 
reamant  of  tlje  previous  evening^  fire.  A  few 
BiOBients  later,  bright  fires  bum  all  around  us, 
tbe  cofiee-pots  are  brought  out,  filled  by  can- 
teens, and  while  the  water  is  warming,  the  fires 
•re  deserted  tog  Ibe  creek  near  by,  where  the 
aoUias  take  their  morning's  aUntions.  Red 
Gky  is  loft  in  the  rear,  and  a  slow  and  tedious 
nardi  w  made,  with  roads  blocked  up  by 
emirynjKm  Gatoosa  Springs,  which  was  reach- 
ed mut  two  o'clock  m  the  afternoon.  A  Hne 
of  Uxett  was  at  once  formed,  with  the  left 
^isWtott'^  division^  resting  near  Burked  MiU, 
mtm  nfles  east  of  the  Springs,  and  the  right 
(Wood's  division)  joining  Bairdls  division  of  the 
Fcwteeoth  corps,  which  had  been  thrown  for- 
w«d  to  Oitoosa  Platform,  south  of  Hooker's 
Qapw  Stanley^  division  formed  the  centre. 
FoHttcations  of  a  temporary  kind  were  at  once 
fiirown  up,  heavy  lines  of  pickets  thrown  out 
in  front,  while  General  Edward  Mccook's  cav- 

S  division  guarded  our  left  flank,  and  Gen- 
Ki^tn<dr^  our  right 
laiBSt  not  neglect  to  mention  that,  as  we 
noted  down  from  Red  Clay  to  Catoosa  Springs, 
*  poMion  of  G^ieral  Mccook's  division  of  cav- 
uf  look  the  lead  and  had  a  few  slieht  skir- 
Bashes  wife  flie  enemy,  driving  them  from  our 
froBlvpoBllieir  reserve.    8ev«nl  of  the  enemy 


were  kiHed  and  wounded.  Our  kws  was  one 
man  killed^ 

Thursday  and  Friday,  Kay  5  and  8. 

The  army,  or  at  least  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth, 
and  Twenty-third  corps,  which  had  arrived  at 
advanced  positions,  remained  in  its  position  of 
Wednesday,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Gren^ral 
Hooker's  and  Qenerm  McPherson's  corps,  who 
marched  around  to  our  right,  preparatory  to 
a  flank  movement  upon  the  enemy's  left,  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  it 

General  Sherman  arrived  at  the  front  to-day, 
and  in  company  with  other  general  oflicers,  rooe 
along  the  hnes,  minutely  inspecting  the  country, 
and  familiarizing  himself  with  the  position  of 
his  command.  This  morning  at  an  early  hour, 
a  small  force  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  who,  in 
small  fprce,  held  Bald  Knob,  a  small  hill  about  a 
mile  south  of  Catoosa  Platform,  and  drove  them 
from  it  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on.  either 
side. 

This  morning  Morgan's  brigade  of  Davis' 
division  were  on  picket,  when  a  squad  of  rebels, 
mounted,  came  up  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  our  pickets,  and  called  out,  "  Will  you  ezr 
change  coffee  for  tobacco?"    "Yes,"  was  the 

reply, "  Fort  Pillow,  d ^n  you,"  as  the  pickets 

leveled  their  guns  and  discharged  a  volley  into 
them,  wounding  one  man.  The  rebels  not  liking 
leaden  coffee  retreated,  exclaiming  as  they  ran, 
'*  Are  you  niggers  or  white  men,  to  treat  us  that 
way?''^ 

Saturday,  May  7. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Fourth 
corps  encamped  on  the  hills  about  Catoosa 
Springs,  moved  east,  Stanley  taking  the  lead, 
followed  by  Generals  Newton  and  Wood,  arriv- 
ing at  Lee's  House  in  the  valley  to  the  north- 
west of  Rocky  Face  Ridge.  Newton's  division 
halted  in  lin^  of  battle.  Stanley,  with  his  in- 
vincible division,  moved  forward  about  a  mile 
fiirther,  on  the  left  of  Tunnel  Hill,  and  throwing 
out  a  heavy  skirmish  line,  the  right  of  whida 
rested  at  the  base  of  Tunnel  Hill  Kidge,  where 
it  joined  General  Davis'  skirmishers,  under  Cot 
onel  Dan  McCook,  whose  brigade  was  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line  of  the  Fourteenth  corps. 
The  left  rested  on  the  base  of  Rock^  Face  Ridge. 
It  was  General  Howard's  intention  to  throw 
Wood's  division  in  on  the  right  centre  to  sup- 
port General  Stanley,  but  the  enemy  presented 
so  weak  a  front  that  Stanley  was  able  to  accom- 
plish aU  that  was  expected — ^the  turning  of  the 
enemy's  left  flank  bv  a  mqjrement  along  Tunnd 
Hill  range  to  the  hill  immediately  in  front  of 
the  town. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  enemy,  about  three  hun- 
dred strong,  comprising  artifiery  and  dismounted 
cavalry,  could  be  discerned  on  the  ridge  com- 
manding the  town.  Whitaker's  brigade  of 
Stanley^  division  at  once  moved  forward  up 
&e  moderate  slope  of  the  nmge  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  with  a  smgle  line  of  skirmishers 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  hill,  assisted  by  the 
Fifth  Indiana  battery,  laeuteoant  Morrison,  one 
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•m)fion  of  whi^  was  located  on  a  commaDding 
hm  about  a  mile  north-west  of  the  town. 

While  the  Fourth  corps  were  thus  engaged, 
Johnson's  and  Davis'  divisions  moved  up  from 
Oatoosa  Platform,  on  the  centre,  and  entered 
Tunnel  HilL  Davis'  division  moved  along  the 
main  wagon  road  running  parallel  with  the  rail- 
]*oad,  ana  threw  his  line  across  the  vallev.  John- 
son came  up  on  the  ri^ht  and  entered  me  town 
by  a  narrow  trail  runnmg  down  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Nickojack's  Gktp.  Bametf  s  Illinois  bat- 
tery, attached  to  Davis'  division,  opened  their 
guns  upon  the  enemy's  position  ^bout  nine,  and 
a  brisk  cannonading  was  kept  up  for  two  hours 
until  the  enemy  was  flanked  and  took  flight 
The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  was  quite  accu- 
rate, and  the  cavaJry  displayed  remarkable 
abandon  and  contempt  for  our  fire,  only  retiring 
when  compelled  to  by  overwhelming  numbers. 

On  comparison  of  notes  by  brigade  command- 
ers, it  was  found  that  less  than  ten  wounded 
was  our  total  loss  in  the  occupation  of  the  town 
and  the  surrounding  ridges. 

Immediately  on  the  retirement  of  the  enemy 
Stanley  threw  his  column  forward  along  the  ridge 
overlooking  the  approach  to  Buzssnrd  •  Roost, 
taid  joined  his  right  to  Palmer  at  the  wagon 
road  leading  to  Dalton.  At  one  p.  m.,  a  small 
brigade  of  rebel  infantry  approached  within  a 
mile  of  our  advance  and  nmned  in  an  open 
field,  but  a  few  well-directed  shots  from  the 
Fifth  Indiana  battery  soon  dispersed  them,  and 
they  retired,  leaving  a  small  picket  force. 

Generals  Sherman  and  Thomas  were  early  on 
Tnnnoll  Hill,  and  to-night  have  their  he»Bidquar- 
ten  within  a  mile  of  our  advance  line.  Both 
Generals  watched  every  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, and  g^ve  their  orders  with  a  coolness  and 
Gozid&dence  that  proved  them  to  be  equal  for 
any  emergency  that  may  arise*  Tlie  brigades  in 
Stanley's  division  of  the  Fourth  eorps  engaged, 
were  commanded  by  Gtenerals  Whitaker  and 
Gruft,  and  Colonel  Gross,  and  those  of  the  Four- 
teenth corps  by  General  Morgan  and  Colonels 
McCook  and  MitchelL  The  principal  skirmish- 
ing was  performed  by  McCook's  brigade,  which 
lo0t  no  men. 

Our  line  to-night  is  about  one  mile  south  of 
Tunnel  Hill,  ana  wi4hin  three  miles  of  the  cel^ 
brated  Buzzard  Roost,  near  which  tlio  Four- 
teenth corps  had  the  spirited  engagement  on 
the  twenty-sixth  and  twentjr-seven&  of  Febru- 
ari^  last  Our  line  extends  from  Rocky  Faoe 
Bidge  to  (report  says)  the  left  of  General  Hoofed, 
who  has  come  up  on  the  enemy's  left  flank.  A 
krge  force  of  cavalry  is  under  General  ELil- 
patrick,  Scouring  the  country  on  our  extreme 
right 

To^lay,  while  Bamett's  Illinois  battery  was 
playing  upon  the  rebels,  who  responded  vigor- 
ously, a  shell  struck  tJie  ground  and  exploded 
within  three  feet  of  Brigadier-General  Davis 
and  Captain  Bamett  The  €knefalhad  a  nar- 
row escape  from  death,  but  he  remained  in  his 
position  and  looked  on  as  coolly  as  though  there 
w«re  no  enemy  wittun  a  hundriMi  miles. 


,8«od«j.  May  8. 

At  8  ▲.  M.  the  assembly  was  sounded  in  Gen- 
eral Johnson's  division,  and  it  immediately 
moved  forward  and  formed  line  of  battle  about 
a  mile  in  advance  of  its  former  position.  Im- 
mediately after  General  Howard,  who,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Genend  Thomas,  had  command  of  the 
Fourteenth  and  Twenty-third  corps,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  own  corps,  ordered  forward  Gei> 
oral  Stanley's  division  on  the  centre  to  make 
a  demonstration  to  develop  tlie  enemy's  strength 
and  position.  Simultaneously  with  this  order 
General  Newton  was  instructed  to  endeavor 
to  throw  a  regiment  or  two  up  RocW  Face, 
and  to  move  along  it  cautiously.  General 
Harker  was  instructed  by  Newton  to  execute 
the  order,  and  promptly  selected  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdycke,  to 
perform  the  task.  The  response  of  Colonel 
Opdy<&e  and  his  "Ohio  Tigers"  was  prompt, 
fearless,  and  steady.  The  veteran  regiment 
climbed  the  steep  ride,  ever  and  anon  stopping 
to  cross  some  rocky  gorge,  or  scale  almost  per- 
pendicular blufb,  where  to  miss  a  step  was  cer- 
tain death.  Arriving  on  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  the  regiment  immediately  encountered  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  who  in  small  force 
extended  across  the  lidee.  The  enemy  was 
slowly  driven  frcmi  the  ridp^e  toward  Dalton,  re- 
treating before  the  unemng  fire  of  the  brave 
regiment  that  confronted  them.  So  many  natur 
raland  artificial  obstructions  were  encountered 
that  the  reeiment  did  not  move  more  than  half 
a  mile  per  hour.  Learning  that  the  rebels  were 
moving  to  our  left  against  our  force  in  large 
numbers,  General  Harker  was  ordered  to  throw 
his  whole  Inrigade  up  the  ridge  to  support  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenhr-fifth.  The  order  was 
obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  the  enemy  was  driven 
about  three  miles,  wh^  a  deep  gorge  i^to  en- 
countered which  checked  the  advance  for  the 
rest  of  the  day. 

The  regiments  that  played  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  capture  of  the  hill  were  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirteenth  Ohio,  and  the  Seventy-eighth 
Illinois. 

General  Cruft  held  the  right  of  Stanley's  Una 
and  when  the  forward  movement  was  ordered 
sent  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  out  as  skirmishers. 
They  moved  rapidly  and  in  excellent  order  across 
the  open  fields,  the  enemy  retreating  from  be^ 
hind  their  barricades  at  their  approach,  and 
seeking  safety  in  ffiight 

Haltmg  for  a  brief  moment,  and  seeking  pro- 
tection behind  the  rebel  barricade,  the  Tlurty* 
first  again  moved  forward,  and  the  whole  line 
simultaneously  pressed  forward,  and  at  the  dose 
of  the  skirmishing,  at  sundown,  occupied  a  po- 
sition about  one  xrale  in  the  rear  of  the  gaps  in 
which  Palmer  foueht  the  enemy  so  stubbornly 
on  the  twenty-sixSi  and  twenty-seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Brigadier-General  Wood's  skirmishers  were 
engaged  during  the  day  on  the  left  of  Stanley 
extending  to  the  base  of  Rocky  Face. 

The  day  has  not  brought  on  a  regular  en 
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gagement,  fiioagli  it  has  witnessed  the  repulse 
of  a  eallant  chaige  made  bj  two  brigades  of 
Gearys  division  of  Hooker's  corps. 

As  I  have  ah^eady  said,  Schofield's  corps  is 
irorkin^  east  of  we  rebel  positions,  while 
Hookers  b^ffs  sonih-west  of  Dalton,  and  Mo- 
Fhorson,  with  a  large  army,  is  aiming  at  Re- 
sacca,  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  works  at  Dal- 
tan.  Gearj's  division  is  in  front  of  Dag  Gap,  in 
John's  Monntain,  which  is  a  precipitous  eleva- 
Tation  fonr  and  a  half  miles  south-west  of  Dal- 
ton,  covered  with  forests,  some  imdergrowth, 
and  loose  with  tnmHing  boulders. 

About  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  Colonel 
Bosohbeck's  and  Colonel  Candy's  brigades,  the 
first  consisting  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Nine- 
teenth, One  Hundred  and  Thir^^ourth,  One 
Himdiied  acd  Fifty-fourth,  New  York,  Twenty- 
seren^  Sevenly-third,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth, 
.  Penusylvania,  and  ThirtjMhird  Now  Jersey,  and 
tiie  h&ter  of  the  Twenty-eighth  PennsyWania, 
nd  Twenty-oinA,  Fifth,  and  Seventh  Ohio, 
woe  marshalled  for  assault  They  advanced 
vp  the  mountain  widi  splendid  spirit,  meeting 
with  Uttle  opposition  until  thev  toiled  up  the 
crest,  where  thev  received  a  wimeringana  con- 
centrated fire,  which,  in  about  twenty  minutes, 
eotepeUed  them  to  fall  back  to  a  plateau  on  the 
iBoimtKin  not  far  from  its  base.  The  rebels 
were  commanded  by  General  John.  H.  Morgan, 
who  is  now  leading  a  division  of  rebel  infantry. 
ITwo  of  oar  batteries  were  at  tii^  base  of  ihe 
mountain  in  a  field,  but  they  could  not  be  suflB- 
cJently  elevated  to  be  efifective.  At  the  same 
^mt  the  rebels  could  not  depress  Aeir  guns  to 
contest  our  advance  up  the  hillside.  They 
were  in  heavy  rifle-pits,  and  their  concentrated 
ftre  was  not  to  be  borne  by  mortal  man. 

Oo^  troops  held  their  ground  for  about  half 
ID  hour  at  the  first  assault  A  second  assault 
was  made  about  six  o'okx^  by  tiie  Thiicty-liiird 
New  Jersey,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
Ifew  York,  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sev- 
«&  Pennsylvania,  led  by  Colonel  Mindel,of  the 
baaer,  the  object  being  to  flank  the  rebel  right 
on  the  crest  Like  the  first,  it  failed  after  a  gal- 
Ittt  fight 

Osr  troops  withdrew  about  dark  to  their  po- 
sition occupied  in  the  morning,  and  went  into 
btrouac.  The  loss  during  both  assaults  will 
not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  kiUed  and 
wounded. 

it  must  be  remembered  that  large  bodies  of 
troops  are  working  around  ihh  rebel  left  flank.' 
C^patric^  occupies  our  right  with  his  cavalry. 
StDneman  is  on  ^e  left  The  feflure  of  one  or 
two  stonmng  pforties  is  expected  before  Johup 
itm  can  be  e^qf^elled.  His  attention  will,  soon 
he  oaOed  to  other  localities  than  Dalton. 

General  Schofield,  with  his  corps,  to-day 
readied  Newton's  len,  and  this  afternoon  moved 

5)  Oow  VaOeyv  to  the  left  of  Rocky  Face  Ridge, 
e  win  poasibry  strike  the  enemy  on  his  right 
ii^  simuHaneoTisly  witii  an  attack  on  his  left 
bya  edmnn  now  moving  forward  for  that  pur* 
pose.  EbxnM  these  flame  movementi  snoceed, 


Johnston  must  of  necessity  vacate  his  akdost 
impr^nable  position,  and  move  back  on  At- 
lanta or  Rome,  or  fight  us  this  side  at  Rosacea, 
in  a  less  strong  position.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
speculate  upon  the  probable  work  of  to-mor- 
row, but  record  the  movements  as  they  occur. 

The  rebel  sharpshooters  seem  to  be  the  pos- 
sessors of  excellent  guns,  which  are  completely 
under  their  control  To-day  General  Howard 
rode  out  to  meet  General  Stanley,  and  in  con- 
versation, about  a  mile  from  the  frcmt,  received 
a  bullet  through  his  coat  The  same  ball  passed 
through  the  hat  of  Captain  Kniffin,  commissary 
of  Stanley's  division. 

Monday,  May  0. 

At  six  o'clock  Davis'  division  opened  the 
ball  on  the  right  by  throwing  forward  his  whole 
line  towards  the  base  of  Rooky  Face  Creek  into 
the  gaps  wh«re  the  engagement  took  place  in 
February  last  Much  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  crossm^  the  creek,  which  the  rebels  bad  iur 
undated  smce  our  last  visit  to  Buzzard  Roost ; 
yet  the  difficulty  was  overcome  by  wading  th^ 
stream,  an  attack  was  at  once  made  up  the  baoUs 
and  hiUs  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  which  were 
gallantly  carried  by  our  skirmishes,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Ohio,  Lieutenant  Col* 
onel  Wame,  occupying  the  hill  on  the  imme- 
diate left  of  the  railroad,  while  Morgan's  bri^ 
SMle,  which  occupied  the  centre,  carried  the 
11  to  the  left,  or  inmiediately  to  the  right  of 
Rocky  Face  Ridge.  Morgan's  brigade  was  im- 
mediately thrown  round  on  the  left  of  the  hiU, 
carried  by  it,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward 
through  a  gap  separating  it  from  Rocky  Face. 
Bat  his  attack  the  fire  was  ^uite  brisk,  and  his 
loss  in  wounded  was-  about  thirty. 

At  six  in  the  morning  brisk  slarmtsh  fire  was 
l^eard  on  Rocky  Face,  near  the  position  held  by 
Newton's  division,  tne  balance  of  which  was 
thrown  up  at  an  early  hour.  Musketry  and  ar- 
tillery firine  firom  Newton  was  kept  up  for  half 
an  hoiur,  when  a  wild  cheer  was  heard,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  Newton  had  carried  the  for- 
tified gorge  which  impeded  Harker's  advance 
yesterday.  This,  however,  proved  imfounded^ 
for  to-night  his  line  is  but  a  few  hundred  yards 
in  advance  of  where  it  was  last  night  During 
the  afternoon  Wood's  and  Stanley's  divisions 
of  the  Fourth  corps  made  an  assault  upon  the 
base  of  Roc^  Face  from  the  valley  with  the 
view  of  making  a  demonstration  in  &vor  of 
Newton.  Very  heavy  skirmishing  ensued,  in 
which  the  line  took  part  for  a  few  moments, 
blit  so  rugged  was  the  slope  that  the  jutting 
rocks  and  steep  gorges  rendered  an  assault  and 
capture  of  the  ridge  impossible.  In  the  opera- 
tions of  the  day  Wood  lost  about  seventy 
wounded  and  six  killed. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  and  previous  to  the  assault 
by  Wood  and  Stanly,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
Johnson's  division  from  a  mountain  howitzer, 
planted  on  the  summit  of  a  commanding  hill, 
which  forms  a  link  in  the  chain  of  hills  down 
as  theOhattanooga  Mountains.  Johnson  promptly 
ordered. one  sectUm  of  Hovghtalling's  lUinouB 
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battery  into  Dosition,  and  shelled  the  rebel  bat- 
tery, the  thira  ahot  taking  effect  in  the  howitzer, 
ana  silencing  it  nntil  in  the  afternoon,  when 
Wood  and  btaole^-  made  their  demonslzation, 
and  called  oat  a  vigorons  artillery  and  musketry 
fire  along  the  whole  line. 

At  four  o'clock,  General  Howard  ordered  the 
divisions  of  Stanley  and  Wood  forward  into  the 

taps  facing  the  enemy's  breastworios  and  forti- 
cations  to  the  ri^t  of  Dalt(m.  The  movement 
had  the  desired  effect,  C(»npeUing  the  enemy  to 
open  his  artiUery,  and  expose  the  position  of 
his  batteries.  From  five  until  after  dark  a 
heavy  fire  was  kept  up,  and  when  it  ceased 
Stanley  was  far  in  advance  of  Davis'  position  of 
the  morning,  and  extended  his  line  some  distance 
np  the  slope  of  Rocky  Face,  supported  by  Gen- 
eral Wood's  division.  Witii  the  exception  of 
Davis' division,  tiie  Fourteenth  corps  was  not 


_eneral  Schofield,  with  his  corps,  succeeded 
about  one  o'clock  in  getting  up  and  confronting 
tiie  enemy's  fortifications  on  me  left  of  Dalton. 
Brifi^  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  his 
position,  aiKl  I  learn  to-night  that  he  holds,  like 
the  centre  and  right  wings  of  the' army,  every 
foot  ffained  daring  the  day. 

A  despatch  was  received  at  noon  from  Gen- 
eral McFherson,  who  had  occupied  Snake  Gap, 
near  Rosacea,  in  Chattanooga  Mountains,  witii 
his  foroe,  on  Sunday  nieht,  which  was  within 
six  miles  of  Rosacea  at  that  time.  The  General 
if  directly  on  Ihe  enemy's  flank,  and  it  is  very 
stranee  that  he  was  permitted  to  occupy  so  vital 
a  defile  without  gr^t  opposition.  His  present 
position  is  about  thirty  miles  in  the  rear  of  Dal- 
ton, and  in  all  probabflity  the  enemy,  in  finding 
his  flanks  and  rear  expoised,  will  fall  back  from 
the  eap  in  front  of  Dalton,  and  give  McFherson 
battle,  or  retreat  hastily  without  offering  fight 

The  loss  of  Newton's  division  (chiefly  in  Har- 
ker's  brigade)  on  Hocky  Face  Rioge,  was,  up  to 
last  evenmg,  one  field  and  one  line  officer  and 
fifteen  men  killed,  and  three  line  officers  and 
thirty  men  wounded. 

Otcr  casualties,  I  have  just  learned,  indnde 
.  Colonel  McDvaine  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  and 
lieutenant  Ehler,  same  regiment,  killed;  Col- 
onel Buckner,  Seventv-ninth  Illinois,  wounded 
in  the  body ;  the  gaUant  Major  Boyd,  Eighty- 
fourth  Indiana,  shot  through  both  thighs ;  Cap- 
tain Chamberlin  and  Lieutenant  Hul,  Sixty- 
fourth  Ohio,  slightly,  and  lieutenantColonel 
Bullett,  Tldrd  Kentucky,  slightiy.  The  QAxif- 
fourth  was  in  the  hottest  of  me  desperate  con- 
flict for  the  possession  at  Rod^  Face  Ridee, 
and,  led  by  the  dauntless  Mdlvame,  it  won  the 
encomiums  of  all  who  witnessed  its  daring  and 
intrepidity. 

Tiwtd«7,M«jM. 

The  weather  to-day  was  exceedingly  unpro- 
pitious  for  active  operations.  Heavy  showers 
of  rain  fell  during  the  entire  day,  wim  short  in- 
termissions. But,  notwithstanding  this,  the 
eagerness  of  our  troops  to  advance  was  un- 
abated, I  might  say  increased,  for  at  an  early 


hour  the  news  of  General  Granfa  splendid  w 
tory  over  Lee  spread  from  camp  to  camp,  vA 
along  the  whole  line  the  shout  of  joy  was  car- 
ried until  the  valley  rai»  with  loud  huzzas,  to 
which  frowning  Roc^  Face,  that  sternly  gazed 
down  upon  us,  g^ve  rack  its  echo.  Never  was 
more  joy  and  enthusiasm  manifested  l^  aa 
army,  who  momentarily  expected  to  be  led 
against  the  enemy's  frowning  fortificadoos  aod 
bristling  grms,  around  which,  with  the  aid  of 
a  glass,  then:  cannoneers  could  be  easily  dm- 
cemed. 

Had  the  command  been  given  to  assault  the 
works  at  that  moment,  when  the  spirits  of  the 
whole  army  were  elated,  no  one  can  doubt  tiie 
result  We  would  have  had  a  repetitioD  of 
Mission  Ridge  upon  a  larger  scale,  with,  I  fear, 
however,  a  very  heavy  loss.  Generals  Sherman 
and  Thomas  are  slow  to  sacrifice  life  by  direct 
assault,  when  the  same  results  can  be  worked 
out  by  strategy. 

At  half-past  seven,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
rain  shower,  brisk  skirmidi  fire  was  heard  on 
Rocky  Face,  between  Hooker's  advance  and  the 
enemy.  It  lasted  only  fifteen  minutes,  when  a 
lull  of  an  hour  followed. 

At  half-past  eight,  Davis's  artillery  awoke  the 
enemy  from  their  meditations  upon  Lee's  dis- 
comfitures, by  vigorous  shelling,  which  drew 
forth  no  response  for  some  time.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  a  few  guns  opened  from  a  point  on 
Rocky  Fiace,  when  Brytu^e's  Illinois  battery  was 
moved  into  ]poeition,  and  opened  upon  the  bat^ 
terv  on  the  ridge.  The  third  shot  was  efiective, 
and  was  placed  among  the  rebel  guns,  which 
were  silenced  for  an  hour. 

At  one  o'clock  it  again  opened  upon  Stanley^ 
line  of  battle,  exposed  in  tne  fields  in  the  'm- 
leys.  Hie  Fifdi  nidiana  battery  took  portion, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  Biydge's,  promptly 
silenced  the  fire  from  Rocky  Face.  For  aoaoe 
time  all  was  quiet;  the  rain  poured  down  in 
torrents,  as  though  Heaven  haaopened  its  floods 
gates  to  dduge  the  earth.  For  half  an  hoar 
together  not  a  sound  was  heard,  except  the 
occasional  witticism  from  a  mirth-provokiflg 
soldier,  and  the  reparte  of  his  companions,  ia- 
terrupted  by  an  occasional  report  of  a  rifle  or 
cannon.  Thus  the  skirmishing  waged  all  day, 
and  night  fbund  us  still  in  our  former  position, 
with  our  front  well  protected  by  hastily  con- 
structed fortifications. 

Battery  0,  ftet  Ohio  artillery,  and  Hough- 
tailing's  battery,  of  the  Fourteenth  corps,  were 
ordered  into  an  advanced  position,  early  in  flie 
morning,  by  General  Thomas,  who  pereonaUy 
went  out  under  a  briidi:  sharpshooters'  fire,  and 
pointed  out  the  position  to  be  taken,  and  the 
point  upon  which  to  direct  their  fire.  These 
batteries  did  excellent  work,  and  spread  terror 
in  the  enemy's  lines,  the  men  comprising 
which  could  be  diathicUy  seen,  at  each  discharge 
of  our  guns,  running  in  aU  directions. 

The  very  &int  responses  to  our  fire  to-day  ii 
unaccountable.  Some  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  enemy  ii  retiring  a  large  portion  of  his 
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facoe  to  oonfiront  and  driye  bade  Mcpherson. 
OtibefB  betieve  lliat  tJie  quiet  waa  owing  to  the 
dnpirited  ooaditton  of  the  army  over  news  from 
tii0  Bs^dm  and  Richmond.  That  the  enemj 
caBDot  spare  many  troops  firom  the  front  is 
erideat,  inasmnoh  as  tiiej  have  but  two  corps 
iaow  front. 

Tbe  TwenfT'&ird  corps,  which  had  been 
dflTelfljfnni;  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  Rodcy 
fiM^  this  morning  met  the  enemy  in  yeiy  heavy 
tee,  aad  retired  to  his  position  of  yesterday, 
about  one^mile  in  the  rear,  where  he  held  the 
eoemy  in  check. 

Testerday  a  brigade  of  McGook's  cavaby 
dnrinKHi,  which  hafi"  been  making  demonstra- 
tions for  Bome  days  on  Schofield's  left,  engaged 
tvo  rebel  brkades  of  in&ntry.  The  charge 
m  led  by  Colonel  La  Gran»9,  of  the  First 
Haoonsin  cavalry,  who,  everybody  agrees,  is 
cm  of  the  bravest  <^  the  brave  brigade  com* 
maoderB  of  cavalry.  After  freqnent  assaults 
iqxm^  wan  <tf  rebel  infantry,  our  cavalry  was 
repidaed.  Colonel  La  Grange  captured,  after 
ttn  horses  were  shot  nnder  him,  and  a  large 
portkm  of  the  command  wounded  or  c^tnred, 
mdodii^  Ouptain  Starr,  of  the  Second  Indiana, 
iriu>  eso^ped  from  his  (atptors,  and  came  in. 

WedMSdiij,  May  11. 

Wednesday  broke  damp  and  chilly,  but  the 
nio  deaied  off  befi>re  it  had  deluged  the  roads 
BSdeoiij  to  reterd  operations.  The  army  was 
Bov  in  position— 4faat  is*  in  its  first  position. 
It  anted  round  the  (Biattanooga  or  JBnzEard 
Koost  Mouniams  like  a  huge  snake,  and  was 
poabed  so  close  to  the' enemy's  intrenchments 
tbtafiaw  yards,  more  or  less,  became  a  matter 
of  iniBtte  importance  to  life  and  limb. 

No  movement  is  visible  anywhere  this  after- 
QOQO.  The  snu^e  c^ifts  off  l^y  and  the  skir- 
oiabflrs  chaff  at  each  other  at  their  grim,  fiivor- 
ilB  oeeopatum.  The  verdant,  but  treacherous 
ridges  m  Boaard  Boost,  are  dim  and  gloomy 
mogh  the  cold  and  clouded  atmosphere,  and 
IB  Urn  AtAy  forests  confronting  ns  are  long 
fiaas  of  ^verin^  blue  coats  rescdutety,  nay, 
iaifiarenUy  waitu^  for  orders.  I  cannot  but 
naaie  a  wish  that  God  pant  that  the  ord«:  for 
MaanltjDay  not  be  given.  My  heart  beats 
6i(«rat^  bare  thought  of  standing  near  and 
gWBg  OB  it,  convinced  as  I  am  mat  all  the 
armies  ever  marshalled  could  not  successfully 
Btooa  flie  position,  if  occupied  by  thirty  thon- 
Md  determiiied  men. 

No  moveaaent  ap  to  dark  had  been  made  by 
tbe  kwjpB,  The  camp-fires  shone  brighth^ — 
uXfajog  in  the  eoeiDy'e  range  of  vision  had 
Uea  noved.  The  night  was  dark,  and  by  the 
te  it  had  fiiiriy  overspread  nature,  a  sudden^ 
>tal%  life  was  infos^  into  the  hitherto  re* 
cukbeot  troops.  Hooker  moves  his  corps  to 
tU  rk^  and  being  near  at  hand,  reports  be* 
fae  <hyKght  to  McFherson.  Schofieid  comes 
<)df&^  in  the  same  direction  from  his  fruitless 
Vv^au  east  of  BocW  F^ice.  Other  coips  fol- 
W;  perhaps,  when  dayBght  comes,  the  enemy 


win  discover  tiiat  he  has  permimon,  if  he 
chooses,  to  mass  on  the  division  or  two  in  his 
liront,  which  being  done  and  their  lines  broken, 
he  may  pass  through  to  Ghattanooga—all  this  if 
he  plflKBses.  But  mere  is  an  ominous  drift  to- 
wards Besacca.  The  price  of  his  looking  at 
Chattanooga  would  be  Atlanta  and  liberty. 
Sherman,  at  last,  has  indicated  the  point  where 
he  intends  to  thrust,  and  if  Dalton  is  not  in  our 
possession  by  the  day  after  to-morrow  morning, 
there  are  no  warnings  in  history  for  rebel  general- 
shm. 

The  stren^^  of  Johnston's  army  is  estimated 
by  the  best  judges  with  whom  I  have  conversed 
to  be  about  fifty  thousand,  exdnsive  of  (Georgia 
miHtia,  of  whom  probably  fifteen  thousand  are 
bearing  arms,  and  distnbuted  at  Rome  and 
Rosacea.  Their  jounuds  estunate  the  strength 
of  our  army  at  sizly  thousand.  They  will  be 
astonished  after  they  annihilate  that  number  of 
Sherman's  Ta^ees  to  find  their  work  signally 
incomplete. 

General  German  has  been  constantly  in  the 
sadcfle,  and  has  dispkyed  himself  in  front  of 
Buzzard  Roost,  directing  operations  at  points 
where  the  rebels  could  h^iraly  fail  to  identify 
him.  In  company  with  (General  Thomas  he  haiB 
just  moved  to  the  right — ^the  current  th^t  way 
being  strong*  enough  to  carry  along  the  heads 
of  the  armv. 

One  of  McFherson's  couriers  has  just  drop- 
ped the  intelligence  that  EOpatriok,  under 
orders  from  McFherson,  out  the  enemy's  rear 
last  ni^ht,  a  few  miles  south  of  Resaoca.  We 
are  evideiytly  moving  to  cut  off  their  supplies, 
and  so  compd  them  to  come  out  and  attack  us 
or  beat  a  precipitate  retreat  The  army  will  be 
closed  up  tonight,  and  to-morrow  vnill  make 
historjr.  If  Johnston  retreats  he  must  iiot  be 
long  m  doing  it ;  and  with  the  railroad  in  his 
rear  severed,  he  must  probably  lose  or  destroy 
some  of  his  heavy  munitions. 

General  Sherman  is  pointedly  hostile  to  cor- 
reiroondents,  and  the  pursuit  of  their  avocation 
at  tnis  time  is  under  severe,  and,  to  the  anxious 
relatives  and  friends  of  his  brave  army,  ahnost 
crud  restrictions.  The  General,  perhaps,  has 
adequate  reason  for  his  course;  but  as  the 
news  of  all  engagements  must  drift  to  the  rear 
sooner  or  later,  it  seems  plausible  that  a  trust* 
worthy  correspondent  can  send  it  with  less 
injury  to  the  service  than  when  bome  by  de< 
moralized  stealers,  or  bv  wounded  men, 
whose  observatl^  can  harcmr  go  beyond  their 
brigades.  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Taylor,  whose  con- 
tributions to  the  press  from  this  army  will  fill 
some  of  the  most  delightful  pages  of  its  history, 
has  gone  North  xmdex  the  ban  of  the  command- 
ing GenenJ,  for  saying  in  one  of  his  letters, 
'*  our  lines  now  extend  from  Nashville  to  Hunts- 
vine."  It  is  r^orted  that  General  Sherman, 
upon  reading  this  item,  wrote  an  order  to  his 
Ftovost  Marshal-General,  directing  the  immedi- 
ate arrest  of  a  spy,  one  Benjamin  F.  Taylor,  his 
trial  by  drum4ioaa  courtinartiaLand  executioiu 
This  orctor  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
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Taylor,  and  -Gie  abmpt  tenuination  of  his  series 
of  delicious  letters. 

Oar  losses  to  date,  foot  tix>  about  eight  hun- 
dred. The  wounded  have  all  been  removed  to 
Caiattanooga,  and  are  well  cared  for.  We  have 
lost  a  few  prisoners  and  captured  about  twenty. 

ANOTHER  ACXX>ITMT. 

BauooA,  Q^,Maj  17, 1864. 

Notwithstanding  the  defiant  boast  of  the 
haughty  Georgians,  while  yet  their  vallevs  re- 
sounded with  the  war  tocsin's  first  appeaJ,  that 
her  mountains  should  be  "  slaughter  pens"  for 

Eresumptuous  invaders,  and  their  rueged 
eights  should  smoke  with  the  sacrifice  of  Fed- 
eral troops,  should  their  footsteps  ever  ^ress 
her  sod,  one  of  the  mightiest  armies  that  ever 
trod  the  earth  now  sleeps  upon  her  £airest 
fields,  feeds  from  her  granaries,  lays  waste  her 
harvests,  strolls   through    and   occupies   her 

f  roves,  or  reclines  in  ner  choisest  mansions, 
en  days  of  incessant  rattle  and  roll  have  passed, 
intermingled  with  privations,  dangers,  and 
death,  and  I  sit  me  down  to  jot  you  the  par- 
ticulars and  the  results.  I  bnefly  alluded,  in  a 
short  note  a  few  days  since,  whidi  you  saw  fit 
to  publish,  to  the  operations  of  the  first  few 
days,  which  brought  our  aimj  front-c^fywU 
with  that  of  the  enemy  at  Buzzard  Koost.  There 
is  so  much  of  interest  connected  with  the  intro- 
ductory or  incipient  movemente  of  an  army, 
when  one  desires  to  study  and  understand  the 
routes  and  aims  from  the  time  tents  are  struck 
te  the  very  moment  that  marks  the  termination 
of  the  bloody  strugj^le,  that  without  fear  of 
eliciting  censure  or  of  adding  that  wluch  might 
be  termed  superfluous,  I  take  up  the  story  from 
the  day  the  army  moved,  and  hurndng  past  a 
multitude  of  interesting  incidente  of  the  march, 
the  dark  encounters,  the  daring  deeds,  and 
''  hair-breadth  'scapes'*  related  partially  before, 
plunre  boldly  in  medias  res, 

Psumer's  corps,  of  the  immortal  old  "Army  of 
tibe  Cumberland,"  lay  In  and  about  Ringgold  or 
Hooker's  Gap.  General  Howard^  having  moved 
from  Cleveland  simultaneously  with  the  march- 
ing of  Palmer's  corps,  halted  lus  cdumn  and  en- 
camped on  the  hills  and  in  the  rapturously 
elegant  groves  about  Oatoosa  brings.  The 
pioturesqueness  of  the  landscape,  assisted  by 
the  comforts  that  art  lavished  with  bounteous 
hand  to  contribute  to  man's  eigoyments,  made, 
no  doubt,  a  lovely  resort  for  the  ilil§  and  chival- 
ry of  the  sunny  South  during  the  oppressive 
summer  months. 

Scarcely  had  the  object  of  the  General  to  en- 
camp here  been  known,  and  the  troops  relieved 
frx>m  the  restraint  of  a  mathematical  alignment 
after  a  tiresome  march,  than,  forgetting  £aitigue 
in  tiieir  unbridled  curiosity,  they  emptied  the 
bath-houses  of  their  tubs  and  pans,  and  floated 
them  out  upon  the  placid  little  lakes,  where  we 
left  them  sailing  about  like  the  painted  hulls  of 
miniature  ships.  In  humbling  the  cUgnitas  the 
soldier  is  not  oarefol  to  span  that  which  evi- 


denced the  oUuoi,  At  and  near  Red  Olav,  m- 
pared  to  co-operate  and  guard  Howard^s  Usft, 
lay  the  Twenty-third  army  corps,  under  hb^or- 
General  Schofield,  whose  flank  in  torn  wtt> 
closely  guarded  by  the  vigilant  Edward  Mo- 
Cook,  commanding  a  division  of  cavalry.  Hookv 
lay  far  to  the  right  of  Palmer,  ready  at  the  tk- 
nal  to  move  through  Nickojac^  Gap ;  and  hold- 
ing towards  Rodcy  Face,  protect  Psdmer's  rigU. 
McPherson  with  Logan's  Fifteenth  army  coipt, 
and  Dodge's  division  oi  the  Sixteenth,  pasMBg 
to  the  rear  of  Hooker,  headed  towards  fifiske 
Creek  Gap,  supported  on  the  flank  by  Gamrd'B 
magnificent  divisipn  of  cavalry  and  mouhted  in- 
&ntry.  His  communication  with  Hooker  was 
maintained  by  General  Kilpatriok's  dashing 
little  division  of  cavalry. 

The  grand  battle  line  proper  extended,  there- 
fore, from  the  Red  Clay  to  some  point  a  short 
distance  this  side  of  Snake  Creek,  tiie  corps  in 
the  following  order:  Schofield,  Howard,  Pal- 
mer, Hooker,  and  McPherson,  the  latter  hoklmg 
the  extreme  right 

At  daybreak  great  columns  of  dust  began  to 
float  upward  in  long  gray  lines.  A  tropical  son 
poured  over  all  its  suffocating  heat,  and  the 
troops,  overburdened  with  heavy  knapsacks, 
threw  aside  blankets,  drawers,  pants,  shirts,  aad 
even  knapsacks— ^emy  thing  <»Jculated  to  wea- 
ry or  impede  them. 

Johnson's  column  filed  through  Hooker's  Gap 
just  after  daybreak,  and  ere  long  was  driving 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  before  him.  I^eariflC 
Tunnell  UUl  he  veered  from  the  main  road,  am 
screened  by  the  forest  threw  his  troops  into  the 
6pen  fields  aroimd  the  ridge  running  paraUel 
with  the  Tunnel  range,  and  separatea  n-om  it 
by  a  valley  about  a  mile  in  width.  Some  artil- 
lery practice  was  indulged  in  by  both  sides, 
with,  I  apprehend,  no  loss  to  either. 

Simultaneously,  Howard  broke  camp,  and 
moving  more  directiy  towards  Rocky  Fwse,  with 
Stanley  in  front,  Wpod  and  Newton  rather  in 
reserve,  soon  joined  Davis*  leftand  the  whole 
line  pushed  not  only  up  Tunnel  Hill  proper,  but 
occupied  and  passed  through  the  valley  be- 
tween Rocky  Face  and  it  At  night  of  the 
seventh  our  Iroops  lay  in  exactly  the  posititm 
designsited  above. 

It  is  exceedin^y  dangerous  to-day  to  move 
out  in  open  view  on  the  road  leading  to  Buz- 
zard Roost.  All  the  morning,  from  the  earlier 
dawn  to  noon,  the  valley  has  reverberated  with 
the  clang  of  the  vicious  rifles,  the  exultant  shout, 
and  the  toll  of  wheels.  It  is  determined  final^ 
to  storm  the  hills  in  front,  and  Colonel  John  G. 
Mitohell,  commanding  brigade  in  General  Davis* 
division,  is  to  have  tiie  honor. 

His  line  for  the  assault  is  drawn  up  in  the 
following  order :  two  companies  of  the  Seventy^ 
eighth  Ulinois,  as  skirmishers  on  the  rights  are 
thrown  forward  for  action,  immediately  preced- 
ing tiie  Ninety-eighth  Ohio ;  to  the  left  of  the 
Nmety-eighth  lay  the  ThirW-fourth  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  Ohio,  just  in  rear  of 
and  supporting  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth 
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Oldo  and  Sevoitj-eighili  niinoiB,  -who  have  in 
tarn  flmr  skirmishers  in  front  At  fifteen  min- 
«|B8  liter  four  o'clock  the  artiUerj  ronses  the 
hnimtt  echoes  of  tiie  glens  and  valleys,  and 
henhk  tiie  coming  of  uie  assanltin^  colnnm. 
Hneo,  of  Wood's  division,  then  joms  Davis' 
kftjiod  he  too  throws  forward  by  way  of  di- 
ftnuk  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers.  The  first 
far  thefls  dislodged  the  rebels  from  their 
limeades  of  bonlders,  and  the  rapidity  with 
itefa  Aer  measured  gronnd  en  retrcdte  e^dta 
lAoot  of  merriment  that  accelerates,  if  sudi 
tm  possible,  dieir  speed. 

me  is  at  least  one  Ihing  in  which  the  reb- 
di  camot  be  easily  excelled,  and  that  is  the  ao- 
coKj  of  aim  displayed  by  their  sharpshoot- 
en.  It  was  actoally  unsafe  to  show  one's  self 
viftin  diree<)narters  of  a  ndle  of  Rooky  Face 
« of  the  little  spurs  that  guard  the  entrance 
to  the  jap. 

The  fire  of  the  rebel  sharpshooters  slackens. 
Ihe  ikirmishas  are  quiet,  and  all  along  the  line 
the  stillness  is  so  intense  that  one  intuitively 
M  a  ah^m  is  coming. 

Looking  to  the  woods  below,  which  is  but 
«e  4asd  mass  of  foliage,  I  catch  glhnpses  of 
tooops  in  motion  and  change  my  point  of  ob- 
WTition.  The  line  moves  on  as  I  supposed,  and 
mw,  as  I  see  it  quit  the  works,  the  regular 
nraj  of  fiiat  long,  calm  line  assures  me  aU  will 

A  qoarter  before  five  and  my  eyes  had  the 
)m{  watched-for  confirmation.  Like  the  tiger 
to  his  lair,  flushed  witii  Ae  ardor  of  confi- 
Atte  that  kstows  no  fidlure  when  tiie  will  com- 
•■is,  dieering  lustily  as  throats  e'er  cheered, 
4«  BCD  seem  borne  forward  by  some  super- 
Mtnal  impetos,  Tlie  hill  is  very  steep,  and  the 
Wttj  has  drcled  the  point  wifii  a  heavy  line 
^rifle-pits.  Rring  almost  ceases.  Naught  is 
■wd  to  break  the  teodng  stiUness  save  an  oc- 
Mjol  exchange  of  shots  between  our  daring 
^i^thers  and  the  sharpshooters  on  the  slope. 
y»  may  be  brave,  briOiani,  even  in  reck- 
ons; and  yet  genuine  fearlessness,  the  lion 
^Wi,  ^e  dispassionate  characters  that  'loice 
•ws  where  men  pit  tihieir  lives  against  the 
jw  ef^er  men  merely  for  the  novelty,  for 
ftejifigtaction  that  follows  a  safe  return,  are 
^ivierlbimd  in  tiie  ranks  than  elsewhere. 

'Ilwe  were  no  cowards  here.  If  tiie  national 
jwie  conH  have  been  personated  and  could 
vve  witnessed  the  ascent  as  I  did,  the  **  well 
|W  would  have  hailed  the  flag  that  Mitchell's 
grt  Mows  planted  on   the  rebel  parapet 


}  Ae  rebel  forces  on  the  centre  are  em- 
Ijjoyed  in  y^ilantly  i>reparing  to  oppose  success- 
Jj^Bitaico  to  Davis  and  to  such  forces  as  we 
y^tiri  agamst  the  Gap,  WilKch,  taking 
*J*tage  of  the  diversion,  ascends  to  the  sum- 
2^  no(kj  F^oe,  and  asks  that  he  be  per- 
«d  to  march  steadHv  forward  toward  the 
•j-  The  Fifteen^  Wisconsin  raiment— the 
JJjW  oM  KorwegiaoB— ascended  to  the'  sutn- 
^  of  the  lidge  and  held  it  firmly  until  re- 


lieved by  (General  Newton  under  proper  orders. 
Whether  an  opportunity  was  lost  or  not  I  do 
not  presume  to  say  publicly,  for  such  criticism 
would  seem  to  impugne  fiie  judgment  of  our 
leaders  and  lead  to  no  good  results.  We  shall 
see  the  result 

Greneral  Wood's  division  was  taken  from  the 
left  of  Davis  and  placed  in  the  centre,  commu- 
nicating with  Newton,  who  stiU  holds  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain  imable  to  advance  against 
such  superior  numbers.  Now  it  seems  that  the 
possession  of  the  summit  by  sweeping  its 
whole  length  if  possible*  seems  feasible,  and 
Wood  is  ordered  to  demonstrate  in  front  to  at- 
tract the  enemy,  while  Newton  saUies  out  to 
press  forward  his  lines.  At  half-past  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  firing  opened  with 
great  severity,  and  Wood  pushes  his  skirmish- 
ers to  t^e  very  base  of  that  lofty  fapade  of  solid 
rock,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  General, 
**  not  even  a  cat  could  ascend." 

The  rebels,  secnre  comparatively  on  their 
rocky  eyry,  hurled  down  upon  our  troops  huap 
rocks  and  clubs  and  logs.  The  Thirty-nfth  Illi- 
nois, of  Willich's  brigade,  lost  in  this  sham  ef- 
fort to  scale  an  impassable  barrier,  over  thirty 
men  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  di- 
vision in  this  demonstration  numbered  not  less 
than  eighty  men.  Arriving  at  the  base  of  the 
towering  diifb  from  which  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters were  picking  off  our  men  at  a  murder- 
ous rate  and  with  a  inalicious  pleasure,  General 
Ward  so  reported,  and  the  mam  force  retired 
from  easy  range,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  answer  the  enemy's  snots. 

At  ten  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Illinois  and  Fifty-first  Indiana  regiments, 
of  Whitaker's  brigade,  enter  the  forest  on  the 
slope  of  Rocky  Face,  just  on  the  left  of  Davis, 
and  at  once  engage  the  rebel  skirmishers.  Ten 
minutes  later  the  firing  becomes  brisk.  The 
enemy,  holdins  a  gorge,  seems  to  have  made  a 
sally,  and  is  determined  to  push  our  forces  to 
the  base  again.  The  bugle  Bounds  the  ^for- 
ward," and  a  portion  of  Cruft's  brigade,  that 
had  up  to  this  time  been  in  reserve,  moves 
across  the  open  field  and  enters  the  fight 

Major  Simonson  trots  out  a  section  of  the 
Fifth  Ladiana  battery,  which  takes  position  just 
in  front  of  General  Stanley's  headquarters  in 
the  open  field,  and,  >rith  tlie  usual  precision 
that  marks  the  pntctice  of  this  fkmous  battery, 
a  plentifol  supply  of  shells  is  pitched  among 
the  jubilant  Johnnies  on  the  mountain,  whi<£ 
is  found  wonderfolly  efficient  in  assisting  them 
to  the  adoption  of  a  lower  pitch  of  voice  and  a 
loftier  and  securer  perch  among^  their,  rugged 
fastnesses. . 

Two  guns  of  the  Second  Pennsvlvania  bat- 
tery, planted  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  former 
battery  to  command  the  enemy's  position  in  the 
gorge,  industriously  hurl  their  iron  missiles 
against  the  motmtain,  and  so  vigorously  ply  the 
work  that  no  further  effort  on  tiie  enemy's  part 
is  made  to  affect  our  lodgment  cm  the  slope. 

As  I  toikd  along  the  rugged,  rocky  slope^ 
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cUmbiDg  to  ^et  a  view  of  the  difis  and  of  the 
enemy's  position,  an  excellent  brass  band,  at- 
tached to  General  Beatty's  brigade,  strikes  up  a 
stirring  national  air.  The  rebels  on  the  monn- 
tain,as  if  lacerated  and  provoked  beyond  suffer- 
ance by  the  melody  that  filled  the  forest,  stirred 
the  sweetest  echoes  of  Ihe  caverns,  and,  when 
an  inequality  in  their  rocky  battlement  softened 
and  flushed  it  again,  sending  up  in  the  blue 
expanse  trilling  as  sweetly  as  an  angel  choir, 
and  thrilling  the  hearts  of  the  loyal  and  true, 
answered  back  the  enchanting  strains  with  a 
▼oBey  of  bullets  that  crashed  through  the  tree- 
tops  and  fell  as  harmless  as  pebbleB  around. 
Fiuling  in  that,  they  threw  against  the  freighted 
air  curses  that  could  not  but  have  been  fresh 
coined  in  heU.  The  skirmishing  grew  brisker, 
and  as  I  toiled  along  I  could  not  but  ma^k  that 
as  distance  mellowed  the  strains  of  music  the 
vicious  crackle  of  the  musketry  lent,  after  all, 
an  accompaniment  that  smacked  of  the  musical. 

Colonel  La  Grange,  whose  short  experience 
has  already  won  for  *  him  in  the  army  a 
distinction  that  few  enjoy,  for  cool  calculating 
judgment  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  brilliant 
dawing  valor  in  the  hour  of  battle,  I  regret 
very  much  to  say  encountered  an  overwhelimng 
force  to-day  near  Poplar  Spring,  on  the  main 
road  from  Clevdand  to  Dalton,  and  was  cap- 
tured. His  officers  and  men  in  referring  to  his 
persoxnl  intrepidity  as  displayed  in  the  effort 
to-day  to  retrieve  his  fortunes  after  others  had 
almost  ceased  to  hope,  pay  the  highest  tribute 
to  his  character  that  could  be  tendered. 

The  Colonel  has  for  a  long  time  been  com- 
manding a  bri^e  of  cavaSr  in  Colonel  Ed. 
McCooPs  division,  which  I  have  referred  to 
before  as  operating  on  Schofield's  left.  The 
particulars  are  not*  fully  given  as  yet,  and  per- 
naps  will  not  be  accurately  known  until  the 
official  report  is  forwarded.  From  what  I  can 
^ther,  however,  it  seems  ^t  Colonel  La  Grange, 
isolated  and  acting  somewhat  independently  of 
the  main  force,  encountered  a  force  of  rebel 
skirmishers  near  Poplar  Spring,  and  drove  them 
to  the  shelter  of  a  Uttle  fort  From  all  appear- 
ances and  from  sudi  information  as  he  could 
obtain  from  the  citizens,  the  rebels  had  no  force 
of  consequence  at  the  fort,  and  he  determined 
to  charge  and  take  it 

The  enemy,  it  appears,  had  concealed  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  that  rose  and  poured  in 
such  a  destructive  fire  that  the  line  was  forced 
to  withdraw.  In  this  encounter  Colonel  La 
Grange's  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he 
received  some  painful  bruises.  On  eiliier  flank, 
in  addition  to  the  infiuilTv  that  la^r  in  ambuscade, 
a  force  of  cavalry,  much  superior  in  numbers 
to  the  brigade  under  La  Grange,  had  heea  con- 
cealed up  to  this  time,  and  now  bore  down  upon 
his  little  force  to  crush  it  at  a  blow. 

Equal  to  any  emergency  where  personal 
bravery  is  required,  the  Colonel  prepared  to 
resist,  and  did  fight  manfully  until  overpow- 
ered. His  horse  falling  caused  his  capture.  He 


lost,  I  am  informed,  over  a  hundred  men,  kitted, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

Leaving  the  left  for  the  time  to  visit  the  right 
and  centre,  we  leave  Schofidd  in  his  old  posi- 
tion, Newton  on  the  mountain.  Wood  and  Staidey 
on  tiie  slope,  and  Davis  confronting  the  Gap 
from  the  sentinel  hills  at  its  entrance. 

Rocky  Face  Ridge  suffers  an  abrupt  deprea- 
sion  at  Buzzard  Roost,  and,  curving  to  tho  eMt 
m  the  shape  of  a  horse^oe,  rises  again  to  titt 
same  lofhr  altitude  and  courses  toward  Hm 
south.  The  railroad  that  crosses  the  ridge  to 
Dalton,  just  here  passes  between  the  two  hifii 
Davis  carried,  touching  the  one  on  the  ri^tL 
Between  the  road  and  niQ  on  the  left,  which  » 


bisected  bv  a  goige,  runs  a  tortuous  little  ^ 
course,  whidi,  at  every  crossing  between  our 
lines  and  the  rebel  works,  was  so  firmlv  dammed 
with  logs,  stones,  and  earth,  that  the  vaDey 
around  was  flooded  to  such  a  depth  as  to  make 
an  assault  impracticable.  Along  the  slope  of 
the  continuation  of  Rocky  Face,  on  the  rieht  of 
the  gap  looking  eastward  along  the  road,  and 
on  me  sbpe  to  the  left,  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  simultaneous  advance  this  afternoon, 
and  Colonel  Scribner's  brigade  of  Johnson^ 
division,  and  Morgan's  brigiule  of  Davis'  divi- 
sion, were  tiie  attacking  forces.  It  was  late  in 
the  afternoon  when  the  fighting  b^;aii.  Hm 
rebels  on  the  loftiest  pinnacle  of  the  CSiatla- 
nooga  Range  had  planted  a  battery  of  four  or  • 
five  guns,  and  they  used  &mn  with  good 
effect 

Colonel  Scribner's  charge  was  chaiacteriBed, 
as  for  as  the  troops  are  concerned,  by  the  same 
tireless  energy  and  fearless  will  to  acoomplidi 
whatever  task  is  set  before  them  that  has  evec 
earned  for  Hiem  the  confidence  of  comoianden 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  peo]^e.  To  say  that 
Cobnel  Smbner  himself  bore  nis  part  nnninch- 
inglv,  and  evinced  a  deamess  of  judgment  that 
fits  mm  for  the  command  of  even  more  than  a 
brigade,  would  be  saying  that  which  is  so  weB 
known  that  it  might  be  censured  as  a  siqper- 
fluity.  I  did  not  learn  his  loss.  I  saw  ih» 
fighting,  and  when  I  commend  him  and  his 
br^^e  I  speak  ''that  whidi  I  do  know"  he 
well  deserves. 

Colonel  Hambright  accompanied  the  brto^e 
while  charging,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Scribner,  And  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  sheU  in 
the  head.  There  was  universal  regret  in  the 
army  over  his  misfortune,  for  few  men  are  more 
highly  esteemed  for  his  multitude  of  shining 
qiuJities  of  heart  and  head  than  Colonel  Ham- 
bright. 

The  mill  on  the  left  slope  was  a  kind  of  part* 
nfrship  affitir ;  and,  as  in  matters  so  amicaUy 
conducted  by  the  G^erals,  where  one  of  the 
party  steps  in  and  gets'  pumm^ed  awhile  and 
%indly  retires,  to  let  his  neighbor  at  his  elbow 
feel  a  few  stunning  counters,  no  one  with  pru- 
dence will  interfere  without  common  consent, 
I  prefer  not  to  dispense  the  honors,  aocordii^ 
to  my  judgment,  least  I  should  drop  the  wreau 
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J  it  doM  not  properiv  bdoDg.    There  maj 

hftTe  been  an  oMect  in  tnat  onflandisli  me^ey 
of  mndoKbry,  artidheiy,  shouts,  cheers,  oommauds, 
et&,  etc^  but  not  krowing  the  object,  of  course 
I  emH  properij  gai^  Ihe  success. 

Qeaifa  sirc^lefor  Dug  Gap  was  perhaps 
one  of  the  BtuSbomest  conflicts  of  fiie  cam- 
fsiffk^  and  certainly  in  boldness  is  surpassed  by 
MML  During  tiie  afternoon  of  to-day  General 
fcrf,  with  two  brigades  (Buschbeck's  and 
(taufyli),  made  an  effort  to  carry  one  of  the 
AQit  mg^ged  and  scraggy  heists  aJong  the  CHiat- 
toogaia  range.  Dug  Gap  is  in  what  the  citizens 
aiJ<dm^  Mountain.  I  learn  from  a  deserter, 
^o,  by  tlie  way,  was  exceedingly  intelligent, 
1W  the  rebds  regarded  that  gap  as  of  great 
apQrtBBoe,and  ye^  from  the  impregnable  char- 
acter of  ihe  place,  up  to  the  time  Geaiy  suffered 
ya  firet  repiQse,  ana  until  qfler  that,  the  place 
wm  hM  by  but  one  brigade  (once  tiie  famous 
Me^Cur's),  now  commazAad  by  the  rebel  €ren* 
aalReynddB. 

Ae  brigade  conaistB  <^  the  First  and  8ec<xid 
irfcnsas  reeim^its  and  the  Eighth  MississippL 
It  WM  fearm  that  G^eaiy  would  renew  the  as- 
Mift,  and  (3ebume*s  brigade  reinforced  the 
CDeaay.  Not  possessed  of  tbe  g^ift  of  ubiquity, 
IcaviDtbe  at  eve^  point  along  the  line,  the 
K%ht  and  left  of  which  are  fourteen  miles  apart, 
sdhenoe  I  was  unable  to  witness  what  is  pic- 
toed  to  me  as  one  of  the  boldest  and  most 
pectinacioQB  strugadee  for  the  numbers  engaged 
dfiring  the  war.  ^The  story  of  the  ascent--4iow 
eooi^  ^ay  bared  their  breeksts  to  the  rebel  Vol- 
h^  that  swept  the  rugged  steep— how  long 
md  gaflaoD^y  ^^  civag  to  the  hazardous  and 
itausthop^ees  ^fort  to  gain  the  top,  and  how 
itkitlhe  stalwart  Uttie  b^nd  retired  but  to  re- 
tva  again,  and  again  to  return  upsuocessful — 
ia  «il^  a  repetition  of  what  has  obeurred  and 
beoa  read  of  a  hundred  times  since  the  war 
bigHL  I  will  not  weary  you  with  the  details, 
la^ratBra  to  BoBard  Boost 

This  warn  tJie  entertainment  to  which  I  was 
toiled  an  hour  or  so  before  retftine  to-night 
VoigaBy  Uae  common,  unassuming,  old  Carmer- 
^torior,  was  still  ^htang  under  the  dark  foliage 
of  &  mountain  dope  on  Davis'  left 

Oqr  artfllerists  are  a  set  of  tireless  fellows 
vho  want  no  better  fun  than  what  they  call 
"fNi^dS  the  rebels."  and  would,, if  they  had 
aamimtion  eaough,  oeKin  at  the  top  of  Rocky 
fte  and  diooi  &e  whole  mountam  away  in^ 
a  my  lew  days.  The  rebels  from  their  cloud 
battery  were  plugging  shells  through  what 
HCBed  a  cloud  in  our  direction  until  long  into 
dak  Notabreese  was  stirrinr.  Camp  fites 
UmeA  aJl  through  tiie  valley,  and  as  the  moun- 
taoi  battery  would  dischaige  its  missile  a  long 
Widit  sheet  of  sparks  would  shoot  d^wn  the 
paoa  as  if  mme  one  had  thrown  out  into  the 
<iMfci>esa  a  cmeibk  oi  molton  iron. 

1!h«e  is  poetry  in  war,  but  isn't  it  merer  en- 
ijraUe  in  a  book  onasofa  in  aneat,  oooy  room  ? 
w)mI  do  tbe  drafted  nMsi  mjJi 
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Operations  on  the  tenth, 

A  heavy,  beating  rain  fell  to-day,  and  refused 
to  even  the  sharpshooters  an  opportunity  to 
spoil  each  other's  physiognomies. 

Yesterday  our  pioneers  and  artilleriBts  were 
busily  employed  in  drajg^ing  artillery  up  the 
precipitous  sides  of  the  little  hills  at  the  entrance 
to  the  gap,  for  the  purpose  of  silencinj^  the 
enemy's  guns  on  the  points  of  the  mountams  on 
either  hand. 

Just  after  daybreak  an  order  embodying  the 
news  of  General  Grant's  victories  in  the  East 
was  read  to  the  troops,  and  then  all  through  the 
numberless  valleys  and  ravines  echoecf  and  re- 
echoed the  glad  and  hearty  shouts  of  the  joyous 
soldiery. 

The  rebels  swarmed  on  the  very  top  of  their 
parapets,  and  in  sullen  wonderment  looked  on, 
guessinff  what  news,  and  no  doubt  cursing  that 
any  shomd  come  that  would  elicit  a  shout  from 
ihe  Yankees, 

Enemy  opened  out  this  morning  more  heavily 
than  ever  with  artillery,  evidently  to  learn 
where  our  newly  planted  batteries  were.  All 
the  forenoon  busuy  toiled  the  men,  digging, 
tugging,  hauline,  and  cutting,  and  just  after  noon 
displayed,  muda  I  apprehend  to  rebel  chagrin, 
the  number  and  calibre  of  our  guns,  tod  the 
superb  manner  in  which  they  may  be  handled. 

OperaUom  on  the  deventh. 

Clouds  were  still  sailing  overhead  portend- 
ing another  storm.  All  day  the  musket^  rattles 
as  Defore.  The  artillery  now  and  then  bellows 
and  answers  back.  Misty,  drizzling  showers  suc- 
ceed each  other,  and  through  the  fog  the  flamp 
that  shouts  from  the  rebel  mountain  guns,  glares 
fiercely  over  us. 

(General  Dodge,  in  command  of  aQ  the  troops 
of  the  Sixteenth  army  corps  available  in  tne 

g resent  contingency,  is  ordered  to  pass  through 
nake  Creek  Chip,  hurry  forward  to  Kesacca,  and 
if  possible  cut  me  raifroad  and  hold  the  works. 
General  Sweeney,  with  the  Secohd  division,  led 
the  advance.  From  the  moment  the  movement 
began,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  displayed  a  de- 
termination to  oppose  all  the  resistance  possible 
against  so  superior  a  force,  and  succeeded  in 
wounding  numbers  of  good  men  during  the 
advance. 

«  Colonel  Phillips'  Ninth  Illinois  mounted  in- 
fantry was  skirmishing  in  front  The  Colend's 
horse  was  killed  under  him,  and  he  himself  was 
too  badly  wounded  to  support  himself  in  the 
saddle.  Cew'ered  in  front  by  a  light  force  of 
cavalry  the  division  continued  to  move  toward 
Resaoca.  Passing  ^e  junction  of  the  Dalton  and 
Rosacea  roads  the  oohunn  was  greeted,  much  to 
its  surprise,  with  a  shower  of  shell  from  a  rebel 
battery  on  the  ridge  directly  in  front,  afWrwards 
oecupied  by  batteries  of  the  Fifteenth  corps. 

The  adiance  force  consisted  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  niinois  sharpshooters,  the  Eighty-first 
(Mo,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bob  Adams  command- 
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ing,  and  ihe  Seventh  Iowa.  Thej  moved  straight 
np  to  the  ridge  from  which  the  rebels  opened 
on  OS  in  the  advance.  The  enemy,  unsupported 
by  infantry  of  any  number  or  importance,  hur- 
riedly vacated  iJie  summit,  and  carried  with 
ihem  the  little  howitzers. 

Sweeping  around  the  Resacca  road,  the  column 
moved  forward  toward  the  gap,  through  which 
leads  the  wagon  road  to  the  town.  Just  to  the 
left  of  the  road  stands  a  bald  knob,  from  which 
the  rebel  artillery  again  opened,  but  which  the 
industry  and  skill  of  our  sharpshooters  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  leave.  The  knob  was 
then  possessed,  and  the  enemy,  with  a  few  pieces 
from  the  forts  near  the  town,  Sundered  away 
until  nightfall. 

G^neSral  Dodge  did  not  regard  his  flanks 
as  sufficiently  protected  to  warrant  an  attempt 
to  possess  the  town,  or  even  to  remain  and  hold 
the  heights,  and  he  retired  under  cover  of  the 
night  to  ^e  nuun  force  at  Snake  Greek  Gap, 
where,  by  this  time,  Logan's  Fifteenth  corps  was 
rapidly  arriving. 

To  whose  account  must  be  credited  a  wofol 
failure  I  shall  not  determine.  That  some  one  is 
censurable  for  our  fsdlure  to  cut  the  railroad  at 
and  hold  Resaooa  there  seems  to  me  to  be  no 
manner  of  doubt 

Operations  on  the  tw^th. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding, this  morning,  cool  and  pleasant,  with 
excellent  roads,  the  Fourteenth  corps  moves 
from  Buzzard  Boost,  and  following  the  Twen- 
tieth, hurries  forward  to  Snake  Creek  Gap. 

While  this  concentration  of  the  armies  is 
^oing  on,  Kilpatrick  determines  to  reconnoitre 
m  the  direction  of  Dalton,  which  is  now  almost 
eighteen  miles  north  of  us. 

Leaving  the  Third  Kentucky,  under  command 
of  Major  W  olfley,  to  picket  ana  hold  the  Resacca 
road,  the  GenenU,  with  Colonel  Murray's  brigade, 
leaves  our  outer  barricade,  and  bears  towards  the 
enemy.  He  is  soon  engaged,  but  lightly,  how- 
ever, and  the  Nicety-tmrd  Illinois,  Colonel 
Atkins*  mounted  infiauatry,  drives  the  rebels 
rapidly  before  it.  The  losses  were  light  on 
both  sides,  and  tbe  boys  professed  themselves 
highly  disappointed. 

Operations  on  the  thirteenth, 

Ai  mx  o'dock  the  cavalry  left  camp,  and  took 
the  advance  toward  Resacca,  Gknerai  Kilpatrick 
leading  the  van.  Skirmishers  were  deployed  at 
the  pidcet  liae,  and,  though  the  enemy  fought 
stubbornly,  he  was  pushed  persistency  back. 
The  country  here  on  either  hand  is  very  hilly, 
rougA,  and  broken,  and  is  covered  with  ]pine 
jungles  and  brush  tickets,  through  which  it  is 
almost  ftapossible  to  penetrate  on  horseback. 
Through  tnis  dense  undergrowth,  however,  our 
cavalry  pushed  the  «nemy  foot  by  fo#t,  Kilpat- 
rick hxiaiY  riding  the  lines,  6ii{»erintending  the 
work,  and  cheenng  the  boys. 

I  admire,  and  so  does  the  world,  the  man  who. 


fearless  when  duty  calls,  steps  forward  to  his 
place,  and  holds  ever  a  dauntjless  front  to  his 
enemy.  But  in  all  candor,  and  that  candor 
springs  from  my  esteem  and  admiration  for  &e 
man,  I  cannot  see  the  'good  to  be  accomplisl^ed 
by  Qenerjd  Kilpatrick's  constantly  galloping  up 
and  down  the  skirmish  Une  in  fiJl  view  of  the 
enemy,  who  want  nothing  better  than  an  oppor- 
tunity now  and  then  to  send  a  bullet  through 
one  of  our  general  officers.  His  commands 
miglit^just  as  readily  be  carried  front  in  the 
UBW  manner,  and  he  remain  somewhat  retired. 
However,  in  my  regret  for  the  GJeneral's  &11, 1 
find  myself  turning  critic. 

General  Klilpatrick,  accompanied  by  his  faith- 
ful staff  officer.  Captain  H.  K  Stansbury^  was 
endeavoring  to  fiild  through  the  pine  thickets 
the  direction  of  his  skirmish  line,  when  they 
came  suddenly  upon  a  party  of  rebels  lying  in 
wait  for  him.  So  near  were  the  rebels  that,  in 
rising,  t>ne  of  them  stnick  Captain  Stansbur/s 
horse  with  his  gun.  The  escape  of  the  couple 
with  their  lives  is  certainly  miraculous. 

General  Logan,  with  Osterhaus  and  Harrow,  of 
the  Fifteenth,  is  seen  arriving,  and  soon  begins 
to  form  his  line  just  at  the  mtersection  of  the 
Dalton  and  Resacca  i^ads. 

TVoops  are  manoeuvred  with  great  difficultv 
in  a  densely  wooded  and  rolling  countrjr,  and 
hence  we  leave  the  infantiy  to  form  iljs  line  of 
battle. 

Colonel  Murray  assumed  commaud  of  the 
diviuon,  and  upon  Colonel  Atkins,  of  fiie  Niiiety- 
thira  Illinois,  devolved  the  command  of  Colonel 
Murray's  brigade.  A  force  of  cavalry  is  at  once 
ordered  out  on  the  main  Dalton  road,  and  our 
outpost  is  at  Holcomb's,  three  miles  from 
Resacca. 

At  2:30  P.  M.  General  Osterhaus  is  ordered 
forward  toward  Resacca.  General  M.  L.  Smith's 
division  climbs  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  in 
front,  and  Harrow  is  held  ill  reserve  on  the  left 

The  skirmishers  of  General  Osterhaus'  division 
are  soon  engaged,  but  the  line  scarcely  halts. 
The  firing  is  desultory  along  the  entire  front, 
and  witil  btlt  very  little  difficulty  we  gain  the 
curve  of  the  road,  jufet  where  it  sweeps  around 
the  point  of  the  ridge  and  passes  through  the 
gap.  To  the  left  of  the  road  on  the  bala  knob 
taken  by  Dodge,  on  the  eleventh,  the  enemy  had  ' 
two  guns,and  opened  viciously  as  our  skirnfish- 
ars,  moving  from  the  cover  of  the  ridge,  exposed 
tnemselves  in  the  open  fields. 

The  line  Was  halted,  and  a  few  minutes  after 
three  o'clock  Griffith'?  First  Iowa  battery  was 
answering  the  iron  compliments  of  our  malicious 
brothers  in  JdncL  The  fitillery  "  mill"  continues 
for  a  half  hour,  when  the  bugle  sotmds  the  ad- 
vance for  the  rfrirmishers,  and  the  line  steadily, 
coolly,  bravely  gdes  forward. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Missouri,  Colonel  Curly, 
of  General  Wood's  brigjule,  rises  tlie  bald  knob, 
and  drags  up  ite  dfeclivitous  sides  the  First  In- 
diana battery.  Scarcely  have  the  guns  been 
placed  in  position  wh*n  tt  terrible  concentrated 
fire  of  artillery  from  tJ^e  forts  near  the  town 
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sweeps  the  hilL  Never,  during  all  my  ezpe- 
rienoe,  have  I  witnessed  such  a  storm  of  4iell 
aiMi  shot  of  every  character  as  on  that  day  tore 
tfaeearii  and  shivered  the  trees  on  the  little 
kiob  held  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Missouri. 
Ko  musician  extant  could  aDot  to  its  proper 
pkce  in  anv  diapason  known  tiie  perfectly  in- 
credible and  inconceivable  variations  in  sound 
tet  on  that  day  floated  through  th^  valleys  of 
Oostanaola.  Ecur  never  before  neard,  I  am  sure, 
SQch  a  perfectly  hideous  transfusion  and  ^'um- 
ble  of  noiseSy  such  a  perfect  salmagundi  of 
flcreedies,  hisses,  howls,  rolls,  yells,  t£ug8,  and 
even  whi^ers,  as  was  heard  on  that  occasion. 

9iortly  after  three  o'clock  CJolonel  Williams' 
lxr%ide  of  Harrison's  division  emerges  from  the 
wooded  hill  to  the  left  of  the  joad,  and  swing- 
ing round  to  the  left  of  the  bald  knob,  enters 
the  fight  His  right  is  in  an  open  field,  but  his 
left  is  somewhat  sheltered  hy  tne  forest*  From 
the  time  &e  hrigade  entered  into  action  until 
five  o'clodc  in  the  evening  it  battles  and  bleeds, 
and  at  night&U  bearing  with  it  five  wounded 
officers,  one  killed,  eigh^-two  woimded  soldiers, 
ind  fourteen  killed. 

The  figures  speak  for  the  gallantry  of  the 
brigade,  and  every  regiment  of  which  fought 
wi&  aQ  the  biaverv  and  tenacity  &at  the  occa- 
sion demanded  To  this  brigade  the  famous 
hiah  regiment  (the  Ninetieth  Illinois)  belongs. 
It  is  indeed  a  proud  spectacle  to  see  America's 
tdopted  sens  from  the  Emerald  Isle  baring  their 
breasts  in  battle  with  the  colors  of  the  Union 
and  the  ereen  flag  of  Ireland  floating  side  by  side. 

As  I  lookea  upon  the  bronzed  and  bloody 
&ce8  of  the  heroes  borne  upon  litters  from  the 
fidd,  I  could  not  but  regret  that  the  monuments 
fiut  Irish  bravery  had  reared  on  ev^ry  soil  the 
son  of  heaven  shmes  upon  should  not  be 
planted  on  their  native  soil,  among  .a  people 
imited  in  heart  and  hand  as  when  Erin's  bards 
laog  of  Ireland's  independence,  and  told  in  song 
flie  stoiy  of  brave  deeds  wrought  by  her  brave 

WDB. 

Evening  came  on ;  thousands  of  camp-fires 
^t  tiieir  bright  beams  through  the  darkness 
from  every  kno}l  and  depression  in  the  plain ; 
lon^ytiuD,  spiral  columns  creep  upward  through 
>  &e  twilight,  and  all  around,  far  as  the  eye  can 
*  reach,  busy  thousands,  just  returned  from  bat- 
tle, are  preparing  their  frugal  meals ;  wagons 
and  artillery  and  horses  and  men  are  moving 
over  the^tlain,  their  voices  and  noises  commin- 
^ing  to  make  one  continuous  din.    What  a 
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"  Bat  yetter  ere,  so  motionlMB  around, 
SoButte  was  this  wMe  ptate,  iSbmi not  asoond 
Bat  fh*  tut  torrent,  or  th*  forest  bird, 
Honttng  among  the  thickets,  oonld  b«  heard." 

The  line  to-night  waa  as  follows:  Greneral 
yt  L,  SmiUi  held  the  ridge  lo  the  ri^ht  of  the 
road.  Two  pieces  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  battery 
occmied  flie  bill  imiaediataly  next  in  order  to 
Bald  Knob,  on  t)ie  opposite  side  of  the  road, 
aad  the  Fint  Indiana  still  held  Bald  Knob. 


Supporting  the  First  Indiana,  lay  along  the 
foot  of  the  hill  General  Ward's  prigade  of  Har- 
rison's division.  Colonel  Walcott,  of  the  Forty- 
sixth  Ohio,  with  his  brigade,  relieved  Colonel 
WiUiams.  A  gap  between  General  Johnson  and 
the  Fifteenth  corps  was  supplied  for  the  night 
by  throwing  into  it  General  Daniel  Butterfield's 
division  of  the  Twentieth  corps,  and  so  let  us 
look  into  the  operations  on  the  fourteenth. 

Johnson's  left  was  too  far  out  of  line,  and  he 
determined  to  swing  around  and  aUgn  with 
Butterfield,  pushing  up  further  towards  the 
brink  of  the  ridge,  which  at  this  poiitt  is  very 
precipitous.  The  line  was  early  in  motion;  and 
the  progress,  though  disputed,  was  steady. 

Before  I  refer  to  the  charge  made  by  Judah, 
and  gloriously  supported  by  Turchin,  of  Baird's 
division,  let  us,  alter  the  shifting  and  manoeu- 
vrings  of  the  few  past  hours,  look  again  at  the 
line,  and  notice  the  position  of  the  forces. 

We  have  already  seen  that  Johnson  was  suc- 
cessful in  rectifying  or  straightening  hia  line. 
His  left,  then  held  by  King,  touched  Baird's 
right,  held  by  Van  Derveer.  Turchin,  on  Baird's 
left,  joined  Hascall,  the  right  of  General  Judah's 
line,  and  Este,  of  Baird^  division,  lay  in  re- 
serve. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  letter  L.  Let  the 
longer  stroke  represent  a  ridge  about  five  miles 
in  length,  the  shorter  one  the  ridge  occupied  by 
the  Fifteenth  army  corps,  and  running  a  dis- 
tance of  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  to  the 
Oostanaula.  Place  the  letter  so  that  the  longer 
ridge  inclines  a  little  to  the  northwest  Now 
grasp  the  shortest  stroke  and  pull  it  back  so  as 
to  add  to  the  angle  it  makes  with  the  longer  at 
least  fifteen  degrees.  Now  imagine  enough  of 
the  ridges  at  the  angle  cut  away  to  measure  two 
hundred  yards,  and  you  have  our  line  of  battle 
at  Resacca.  In  this  open  space  of  the  angle  is 
where  Colonel  WiUiams'  brigade  fought  so  long 
and  lost  so  heavily. 

The  rebel^  line  of  works  run  along  the  sum- 
mit of  a  ridge  of  almost  eqosl  altitude,  and  as 
nearly  parallel  to  the  one  oocnpied  by  the  Fed- 
eral forces  as  two  ridges  ever  were.  They  are 
separated  by  a  narrow  valley  not  more  than  six 
hundred  yards  in  width,  measuring  from  base  to 
base.  Tyro  water  courses  traverse  the  valley, 
(hie  hugs  the  base  of  the  Union  ridge,  v^^ntur- 
ing  out  only  now  and  then,  and  then  only  appar- 
ently to  water  some  little  willow  copse.  The 
other  is  |  serpentine  little  stream,  winding 
about  in  more  contortions  than  a  reptile  could 
display  ia  a  lifetime,  and  finally  joins  the  other 
at  me  farther  extremity  of  the  valle}'. 

The  rebel  ridge  is  unbroken  save  at  the  ex- 
treme right,  where  a  gap  admits  the  Dalton 
road.  Ours  is  broken  in  two  places,  at  the 
angle  and  about  half  way  down  the  line.  Just 
where  the  ridge  is  broken  in  the  centre,  ter- 
minated Baird's  line  on  the  terminus  of  the 
part  next  the  angle.  Judah's  line  began  just 
on  the  point  of  the  continuatloiL  The  open- 
ing here  is  perhaps  two  hundred  yards  in 
width. 
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Standing  in  an  open  wheat  field  near  the 
cut  in  the  ridxe,  and  lookhig  towwrds  the  long 
whit4  serratedt parapets  on  we  heights  opposite, 
screened  by  a  thicket  of  joung  pines  and  a 
dump  of  toll  fbrest  trees,  is  a  hattery,  which, 
firom  the  conformation  of  the  hill,  has  an  «nfi- 
lading  fire  on  a  portion  of  our  rifle-pits,  and  on 
any  lorce  attempting  to  charge  across  the  vd- 
ley.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  assault, 
and,  if  possible,  carry  this  work. 

At  1:90  p.  ic  General  Jodah  was  directed  to 
lead  a  column  against  the  heiehts,  and  Turchin 
descending  the  precipice  in  his  front  was  to 
form  in  line  and  move  to  his  support  At  the 
same  time,  by  way  of  diversion,  Johnson  was 
to  quit  his  line  ana  charge  the  heights  immedi- 
atehr  opposite. 

The  forces  advanced  under  a  terrific  hail  of 
bullets,  shells,  grape,  and  deathly  missiles  of 
every  character,  in  the  following  order : 

Hasoall,  of  Judah's  line,  lapped  Turchin's  left 
in  front  The  right  of  Turchin  and  the  left  of 
Judah  were  somewhat  screened,  while  the  fliuiks 
lapping  were  exposed  to  a  seething  fire.  There 
was  no  lagging.  The  colors  of  every  regiment 
WMit  right  ak)ng  to  the  base  of  the  stronghold, 
and  unm  the  men  were  Weltered  by  the  front 
from  the  artillery,  which  could  not  be  sufficiently 
depressed  to  do  them  harm.  Now  from  every 
angle  alone  the  line  within  range  of  the  storm- 
ers  poured  down  the  merciless  sleet  of  bullets. 
Arnllery  opens  on  both  sides,  and  the  whole 
valley  is  filed  with  the  dun,  sulphurous  smoke, 
liirough  which  the  steady  assailants  move  more 
like  churchyard  ghouls  or  gnomes  than  human 
beings,  braving  the  terrors  of  our  modem 
Mars. 

A  half  hour  later,  and  the  quick,  sharp  vol- 
leys, farther  to  the-  right,  announce  liiat  John- 
jK>n  is  on  the  move.  He,  too,  with  banners 
fl3ring,  and  covered  by  the  plunging  shdl  and 
canister,  is  fighting  his  way  across  the  valley 
with  the  object  of  assaulting  the  enemy's  works. 
As  the  line  left  the  slope  on  tlie  perilous 
diaree,  Captain  Irvine  McDowell,  of  the  Fif- 
teenm  Kentucky,  than  whom,  for  bravery  and 
exemplary  qualities  of  heart,  no  man  in  the 
division  was  more  highly  esteemed,  dropped 
firom  the  line  a  bloo4y  corpse.  Here,  too,  in  this 
charge,  memorable  ever  as  connected  'with  that 
bloody  assault  of  Judah  and  Turchin,  fell  Gap- 
tain  Fotrel  and  Lieutenant  Higby,  the  latter  of 
the  Thirty-third  Ohio. 

Johnson,  unable  to  scale  the  hill,  i|^tires,  and 
the  enemy,  pouring  over  his  works,  form  in 
line  to  charge  him.  Facing  about  the  thrilling 
"  forward "  rings  again  along  the  line,  and 
Tohnson's  men  have  again  scattered,  as  the 
wind  scatters  the  straws  before  it,  the  presump- 
tdous  gn^coats  that  thought  to  follow  nim. 

Let  us  return  again  to  the  assailants  under 
Judah  and  Turchin.  Still  persistently  the  col- 
umn clings  to  the  slope,  and  seems  determined 
to  have  nie  fort  if  fighting  will  suffice  to  cap- 
ture it  Now  and  tiien  me  sulphur  doak  that 
obscures  and  at  times  hides  them  from  view 


floats  o£f  on  the  breeze,  and  clear  and  bright 
above  the  line  that  sways  first  to  the  rieht  then 
to  ftie  left,  now  advances,  now  retires,  but  stffl 
bleeds  on,  floats^  and  flaps  our  flag  so  pladnly 
that  I  half  imagine  I  can  hear  the  rustle  of  m 
siften  folds. 

For  one  long  hour  this  contest  raged,  and 
these  sturdy  heroes  that  would  not  waver  la- 
bored and  struggled  to  gsdn  the  top.  The  odds 
was  too  great,  however,  and  the  column,  torn 
and  mangled,  fell  back  to  our  works  on  the 
ridge. 

A  party  of  officers,  among  whom  were  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  Palmer,  Thomas,  Elliott,  and 
Whipple,  were  standing  in  the  open  field  to 
whicn  I  have  referred,  just  in  front  of  the  gap 
in  the  ridge;  a  rebel  gunner  discovering  the 
group  trained  his  gun  and  sent  a  round  shot 
whizzing  within  a  tew  feet  of  the  knarled  and 
knotty  old  war  horse,  on  whose  countenance 
and  gray  hairs  I  never  look  but  in  reverence, 
for  there  is  sound,  tried,  genuine  military 
ability.  The  eflfect  of  the  snot  after  deigning 
first  to  spare  the  head  of  Gaptain  Snodgrass, 
that  it  actually  endangered,  was  to  cause  what 
tiie  boys  call  a  "  scatterment" 

Gaptain  IngaDs,  who  was  serving  on  General 
Schotield's  staff,  was  torn  to  pieces  by  a  shell,  a 
short  distance  from  the  spot  just  referred  to. 

Stanley,  who  is  beine  hard  pressed,  sends 
hastHy  for  aid,  dedarmg  that  the  enemy  is 
massing  with  {he  aim  of  turning  our  left 
Hooker  is  called  on,  and  prompt  and  eager  as 
though  not  half  the  years  that  his  gray  locks 
denote  had  passed  over  him,  he  is  in  the  saddle 
and  shortly  leads  reinforcements  to  the  left 

Anxious  to  witness  the  struggle,  should  any 
come,  I  accompanied  Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  Greneral 
Elliott's  staff,  towards  the  left  On  the  way  we 
meet  General  Stanley  and  staff,  their  horses  all 
afoam,  galloping  toward  the  left  to  bring  up  the 
reinforcements.  He  soon  meets  Hooker  and  his 
troops,  and  proposes  to  lead  them  down  a  dark 
and  narrow  goiye,  by  a  nearer  route,  to  join 
and  assist  the  left 

'  The  mingled  sound  of  cheers  and  musketry 
is  distinctly  heard,  darkness  is  fast  approach- 
ing, and,  descending  the  slope  as  rapidly  as  the 
nature  of  the  ground  would  permit,  we  are  soon 
in  an  open  field.  This  field  contains  about  ten 
acres,  is  rectangular  in  shape,  and  in  the  centre, 
on  a  knoll,  Major  Simonson  nas  planted  the  Fifth 
Indiana  battery,  better  known  as  the  "  Old  Si- 
monson battery."  In  frt)nt,  after  passing  oyer 
the  open  ground,  runs  a  successioli  of  very  high 
hills.  One  of  these  is  called  "Round  HiU.^ 
Stanley  pushed  his  division  up  this  and  occu- 
pied it  all  the  afternoon.  The  enemy,  finding 
our  left  weak,  determined  to  mass  against  it, 
and,  if  potsible,  crush  it  before  nightfalL 

Their  onslaught  had  been  boldly  met  and 
once  or  twice  repulsed.  Numbers,  however, 
will  kt  times  prevail  over  tenacity  and  cour- 
age, atld  so  it  was  with  Stanley.  The  forces 
that  ^ere  broken  were  defeated  by  force  oi 
numbers,  and  onoe  disordered^  that  portion  of 
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it  was  impossible  to  rally  to  effectiye  resist- 


The  coDdition  was  Indeed  critical  Our  troops 
came  out  of  the  woods  in  confusion  and  poured 
v\\i-  lae  barricade  and  towards  the  guns.  The 
taemfs  skirmishers  appeared*  at  the  edge  of 
the  forest  and  then  the  batteries*  thunders  spoke. 
Shell  and  sl^^t  whistled  so  keenly  about,  the 
lebeb'  ears  uiat  they  did  not  care  to  expose 
themselves  in  me  open  field.  Marching  by 
right  flank  Stewart  led  his  forces  under  cover 
of  the  ridge,  the  rebels*  lines  started  and  reform- 
ed in  line  uf  battle,  and  determinedly  pushed 
forward  to  take  the  battery.  The  rebel  com- 
mand to  diarge  rang  out  on  the  evening  air ;  as 
T  anticipated,  the  remnfmts  of  the  flight  that 
▼ere  gathered  behind  the  barricade  to  su^^ort 
the  ^8,  fled  without  firing  a  gun.  Fled  did  J 
sajT  No ;  there  was  one  who  did  not  flee,  and 
his  name  should  be  treasured  in  the  reports 
among  those  of  1^  Tiero  boys  who  at  times  of 
sorest  need  have  shown  by  their  unflinching 
firmness,  amid  dangers  that  appal  {he  hearts  of 
wot,  that  ikej  are  worthy  the  nonors  that  wen 
wear. 

Jonas  Pei^ns,  Company  D,  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighth  Ohio,  performed  an  act  of  he- 
roism on  that  occasion  that  entitles  him  to  an 
acknowledgment  from  &e  General  commanding, 
and  to  whatever  mark  of  confidence  and  esteem 
he  in  the  exercise  of  his  influence  can  secure 
for  him. 

Huddled,  not  aligned  behind  the  rails  near 
flie  battery,  were  at  least  a  hundred  men  who 
had  been  driven  there  by  the  officers  on  duty 
after  having  been  demoralized  in  fight  When 
fte  rebel  line  a  second  time  started  on  a  charge 
^this  time  to  take  a  battery  and  destroy  the 
hfit  hope  for  holding  the  left — ^they  gave  way 
tndran. 

Jonas  'Perkins,  a  bov  about  seventeen  years 
of  age  in  appearance,  but  a  fuHrgrovm  man  in 
action,  stood  alone  and  at  his  post.  The  can- 
noneer at  post  No.  3  was  struck  by  a  Mini6  ball 
and  disabled.  Young  Perkins  leaned  his  gun 
igtmst  the  barricade,  and  mere  amid  the  thun- 
ders of  six  guns  when  stout  hearts  were  failing 
lad  an  seemed  lost,  when  that  little  cove  dark- 
ened by  the  smoke  of  battle  was  ringing  with 
flie  lusty  dieers  of  the  enemy,  he  stepped  up 
and  asked  the  Captain  if  he  might  take  the  post 
of  the  fafloii  man,  and  throughout  the  action 
bore  himself  as  nobly  as  tiie  noblest  Simonson, 
the  very  emT 
It  his 
douhli 

hst,  and  down  the  gorge  comes  Robinson's 
tjr^gade  of  "Williams*  oivision,  who,  on  hurrying 
to  the  barricade,  soon  thrust  back  the  eager 
MBaiiants  and  closed  the  contest 

At  five  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
General  M.  L.  Smith,  with  c^e  brigade  on  the 
right,  and  General  Osterhaus,  with  Wood's 
br^e  on  the  left,  descended  from  tH^  hiUs, 
toa  charging  aCTOss  the  undulating  country  in 
bis  front,  carried  the  first  Ime  of  the  enemy's 


rifle-pits  between  us  and  his  main  works  around 
Kesacca.  The  rebels  retiring  to  their  main  line, 
are  reinforced,  and  returning  with  eheers,  charge 
up  to  the  very  ditch,  but  are  repulsed.  At 
nightfall,  finding  that  the  enem/s  gmis,  from  a 
fort  to  the  left  of  the  town,  enfiladed  the  lines, 
it  was  determined  to  add  to  the  depth  of  the 
pits  and  throw  up  traverses. 

So  determined  had  been  the  charge  of  Ihe 
rebel  line  to  retake  their  works,  that  one  fell 
with  his  head  actually  hanging  over  the  edge 
of  the  ditch.  In  deepening  them  the  dirt 
thrown  up  buried  him,  save  his  feet,  and  to-day 
his  shoes  may  be  seeu  sticking  from  tke  breast- 
works, in  attempting  to  storm  which  he  became 
a  part 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  French's  rebd 
division  stole  stealthily  towards  our  line,  and 
advancing  by  column,  attempted  to  turn  our 
left  A  fresh  brigade  from  the  heights  was 
hurried  acro^  the  rolling  ground  below,  and 
succeeded  after  a  desperate  conflict  in  driving 
the  enemy  back* 

The  struggle  seen  from  the  hills  was  grand 
beyond  description.  Lifted  above  a  line  of 
battle  the  musketry  seems  like  hammei^s,  and 
the  sea  of  sparks  that  fall  from  ,the  flame  as  it 
leaps  frx)m  the  muzzle  like  so  many  sparks  from 
an  anvil.  To  see  a  whole  line  firing;  not  by 
volley,  but  as  rapidhr  as  the  men  may  load,  and 
at  night  the  line  of  flame  looks  like  glowing 
chain-work  that  artisans  are  welding  at  the 
forge.  Listen  to  it  attentively  and  one  would 
say  that  there  are  anvils  employed  of  difierent 
weights.  Some  have  a  tinkling  treble,  and 
others  have  a  hoarse  dull  bass.  Mingle  with 
this  now  the  bello wings  of  the  artillery,  and  the 
chime  makes  real  music. 

With  the  object  of  throwing  Garrard's  cavahry 
across  the  Oostanaula,  the  second  division  of 
the  Sixteenth  was  ordered  down  to  lay  pontoons. 
The  enemy  was  found  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and  a  sharp  j5ght  ensued.  Artillery  was  brought 
up,  the  enemy  was  dispersed,  and  at  foiir  o'clock 
the  pontoons  were  down,  and  the  cavalry  was 
crossing.     . 

The  cavahry  once  across,  General  Sweeney 
crossed  with  his  infancy,  and  threw  up  good 
works  to  protect  the  boats# 

Thus  dosed  the  fighting  on  the  sixteenth. 

As  I  pass  aroimd  the  campj  even  among  those 
who  have  come  out  from  the  fierv  ordeal  im- 
singed,  are  not  a  few  making  the  hours  speed 
in  hilarity  as  though  Momus  were  indeed  hold-, 
ing  court  instead  of  Mars. 

Operations  on  ike  j^teetttk. 

Musketry  begins  at  daylight  again.  I  hear 
it  kst  when  I  go  to  6leep  and  first  when  I 
waken.  There  is  a  haze  floating  thiough  Hie 
atmosphere,  and  the  sun  this  morning  is  the 
blood-red  orb  that  rose  on  Chickamauga.  May 
its  setting  leave  to  rest  and  night  our  troops 
victorious,  was  said  more  than  once  that  momr 
ing,  for  we  all  miew  there  would  be  fighting — 
h^d,  bloody  fighting,  done  that  day. 
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Where  ?  Was  the  qaestion  every  one  asked 
and  no  one  replied,  except  to  gness.  No  troops 
were  stirring.    It  was  a  quiet  morning  indeed. 

General  German  was  seen  eoing  to  the  left, 
and  General  "^omas,  the  staid  old  adviser  of 
Rosecrans,  ana  who  is  the  most  intimate  and 
respected  adviser  of  Greneral  Sherman,  was  seen 
jogging  quietly  in  the  same  direction. .  It  was 
determined  at  last  by  General  Sherman  Ihat  a 
high  knob,  the  slope  of  which  was  covered  wiih 
a  dense  growth  of  imderbrush,  should  be  car- 
ried by  assault 

firigadier-General  Ward,  the  rough,  stem 
old  Kentuckian,  who  commands  a  brigade  in 
Butterfield's  division,  was  chosen  to  perform 
the  work,  and  it  delighted  him.  The  assaulting 
force  was  formed  in  column  of  battalion,  tiie 
Seventieth  Indiana  taking  the  lead,  followed  in 
turn  by  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade. 
General  Coburri's  bri^tde  was  to  have  been 
held  in  reserve,  but  afterwards  participated. 
Colonel  Wood's  brigade  partiotpaled  alfo  m  tiie 
grand  assault  General  Ward  moved  his  bri- 
gade, which  he  had  formed  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  out  into  the  open  field,  and  prepared  to 
move  towards  the  knob.  On  the  very  summit 
of  this  almost  inaccessible  knob  the  enemy  had 
constructed  a  redoubt  for  four  guns.  No  sooner 
had  Ward's  troops  emerged  into  the  open 
ffround  beyond  the  works,  when  the  little  re- 
doubt belched  forth  a  torrent  of  missiles  that 
overshot  the  column  and  failed  to  injure  a  man. 
From  the  rebel  rifle-pits  on  the  right  flank,  how- 
ever, and  from  the  rebel  infantry  on  the  knoU, 
came  a  sleet  of  bullets,  in  which  it  seemed 
almost,  if  not  quite  miraculous  that  anything 
could  Uve.  Through  all  this  the  column  pressed, 
the  Seventieth  Indiana  rising  the  ^ope,  entering 
the  thicket,  and  pushing  towards  the  redoubt 
The  artillerists  apply  their  matches  to  no  effect ; 
up  go  the  men ;  they  enter  embrasures,  shoot 
the  gunners  at  ^eir  work,  and  the  flag  floats 
from  the  paiupet 

General  Ward  is  severely  wounded  in  the 
charge,  and  upon  the  young  and  gallant  Har- 
rison devolves  the  command  of  the  brigade. 

Just  in  rear  of  the  redoubt  runs  a  splendid  line 
of  rifle-pits,  rising  from  behind,  from  which  the 
rebels  pour  in  such  withering  volleys  that  we 
were  forced  to  retire  from  the  work.  Through 
the  interstices,  now  and  then,  as  the  breeze  car- 
ries off  the  sulphur  cloud,  the  flag  is  seen  waved 
by  the  faithful  color-bearer. 

Finding  that  the  brigade  was  not  strong 
enough  to  carry  the  rifle-pits.  Colonel  Harrison 
determined  to  withdraw  tae  troops  under  cover 
of  the  fort  and  hiU. 

As  we  were  leaving,  the  rebels,  thinking  we 
had  been  repulsed,  cheered  lusfHy.  This  stung 
the  eallant  color-bearer  Hess,  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-ninth  Illinois,  and  springing 
back  to  the  embrasure  again  stood  and  floated 
the  colors  defiantly  at  the  enemy.  Brave  fellow, 
his  death  atoned  his  rashness.  A  rebel,  levelling 
his  musket,  shot  him  through  his  heart  There 
were  other  hands  to  grasp  the  flag,  and  it  came 


back  only  to  return  and  wave  from  the  very 
spot  where  its*  former  bearer  fell 

The  boys  were  determined  not  to  let  the  guns 
slip  from  their  grasp,  and  about  three  hundred 
huddled  under  cover  of  the  redoubt,  and  picked 
oS  every  enen^  that  made  an  effort  to  take 
them  out  Was  ever  battery  in  such  an  anoma- 
lous position?  Within  grasp  almost  of  two 
parties,  cmd  yet  it  would  be  alAost  death  to 
either  to  attempt  their  seizve.  There  with 
st^nine  eyes  lay  the  disputants  hour  after 
hour,  kming  and  maimmg  each  other,  and  yet 
both  determinedly  clinging  to  the  trophy  After 
dark  the  rebels  made  a  charge  for  the  battery, 
but  the  staunch  three  hundred  drove  them  back 
and  retained  possession. 

About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  three  hun- 
dred men  were  released  by  a  detail,  which  with 
spades  widened  the  embrasures  and  dragged 
out  the  guns. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  in  this  brilliant  afi&ir 
was  almost  four  hundred  meA 

General  Harrison,  grandson  of  the  old  Presi- 
dent, in  whose  veins  courses  the  same  patriodc 
ardor  that  so  distinguished  his  grandfather, 
made  application  in  conjunctio|i  with  General 
Ward  for  pem^ssion  to  charge  the  enemy's 
main  line  in  rear  of  the  redoubt,  but  the  Gren- 
eral regarded  the  sacrifice  as  UQtiecessary,  and 
the  request  was  not  granted. 

Colonels  Coburn  and  Wood,  each  of  whom 
fought  brigrades  on  the  left  of  Ward,  suffered 
heavy  losses,  and  reaped  honors  that  will  not 
soon  fade. 

General  Geanr,  who  attacked  the  enemy,  was 
in  turn  attacked  further  to  the  left,  also  suffered 
heavy  losses,  but  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  by  the  best  evidence  in  the  w<Mrld, 
t^e  bodies  of  the  slain  that  were  strewn»over 
the  ground  in  the  morning,  that  he  wreaked 
terrible  vengeance  for  the  blood  he  lost 

Of  all  the  fearfnl  tbings  in  the  world  a  night 
attack,  I  truly  believe,  is  most  dreaded  by  the 
soldier.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  to- 
night our  whole  line  was  roused  to  arms  by 
▼oUeys  df  musketry  and  the  deafening  cheers 
of  tm  clutrging  enemy.  The  most  exciting  and 
most  demoralizing  rumors  imaginable  took  wing 
at  once,  and  the  uproar  was  indescribably  bewiJh 
dering.  Were  you  ever  thrown  under  the  in- 
fluences of  a  night  assault  ?  Well,  if  you  were 
not  you  don't  know  what  a  **  skeer"  is,  then,  at 
all.  Did  you  ever  put  on  boots,  vAt,  coat,  and 
hat,  wrap  up  your  blanks,  run  a  mile  in  a  circle 
in  search  or  your  horse,  find  hj^  strap  on  the 
SEuidle,  apd  mount  in  less  than  ^tir  minutes  and 
a  half?  Well,  f  think  I  did  on  the  night  of  the 
grand  sham  assault  All  night  the  rebds  worked 
uke  beavers,  chopping  and  swearing  (especiaUy 
the  latter),  and  apparently  rolling  logs. 

The  mormng  oi  the  sixteenth  my  ears  were 
greeted  by  the  same  sounds  of  musketry,  but 
wey  were  from  ov  skirmishers  who  were  en- 
deavoring "  to  wj^e  the  Johnnies  up,"  as  they 
expretsed  it  The  Johnnies  were  all  gone, 
however,  safe  over  the  Oostanaula.    They  had 
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burned  the  bridge  as  they  left,  and  we  were 
behind  holding  the  bag.  If  I  was  funiliar  with 
Jelmson,  Fd  aay:  ^  Pretty  sharp.  Joe.  and  I'd 
carry  the  joke  no  further." 

Here  along  the  road  on  the  slopes,  in  tne  re- 
dsabt,  and  tiirongh  the  thickets,  lay  the  dead 
tad  mangled.  In  one  house  not  far  distant  from 
fte  scene  of  conflict  the  rebels  had  hnddlei  at 
least  twenty  ambolance  loads  of  wounded.  But 
to  the  hiH  Here  in  front  of  Ward  and  Cobum, 
tad  Wood  and  Geary,  the  dead  were  nnmercos. 
We  found  one  dead  Colonel,  but  on  his  person 
no  marks  or  papers  by  which  to  recognize  him. 
A  Uiort  (ustance  from  the  battle-neld  lived 
a  ftmily  that  had  members  in  tbe  rebel  army, 
tad  it  was  supposed  they  were  in  this  battle. 
Tbe  mother  and  sislsrs  were  searching  the 
flnckets  and  looking  into  the  £Eu;es  of  the  dead 
in  feTeri^  anxiety  to  know  whether  their  dear 
ones  were  among  the  number  who  should  never 
wwkB  again  to  euih's  rm^eiSe. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  near  a  long  row  of 
dead  men  laid  out  for  burial,  stood  the  four  guns, 
to  capture  or  retain  whidi  all  the^  lives  were 
paid.  The  boys  of  the  brigade  felt  and  ezam- 
med  ev^ry  piece  of  mclehanism,  point,  or  dasp, 
or  ring.  A  soldier  was  astraddle  every  piece, 
and  some  supported  two.  Tliey  wovdd  step 
about,  and  scrvtinize  and  talk  about  them  folly 
18  proud  of  them  as  an  affianced  bride  would 
be  of  a  charming  trousseau. 

In  front  of  Logan's  line  even  more  ghastly 
BghtB  were  seen  thaa  on  the  enemy's  right. 
The  dead  that  lay  here  had  lain  for  two  days, 
tnd  were  badly  swollen.  They  were  lying  in 
tibe  ditches,  on  the  knolls  near  the  works,  in  the 
ravines,  in  every  oonc^vable  place,  and  in  every 
possible  shape.  As  I  travelled  among  ihe 
corpsca  on  ^e  night  of  the  sixteenth  instant, 
jurt  above  me  on  a  knoll  a  party  of  church 
members  were  singing  a  hymn.  A  few  feet 
from  them  lay  the  corpse  of  an  old  bald-headed 
nuu  There  was  a  strange  contrast  between 
the  mellow  sweetness  of  their  voices  chanting 
a  hymn,  and  the  cold,  rigid  features  and  the 
A»sy  ^are  of  the  eyeballs,  as  the  moonbeams 
fcft  upon  them.  There  was  too  much  food  for 
•d«nn  thought.  Death,  to  which  we  all  must 
cose  at  )ast,  and  they  who  were  preparing  for 
ft 

On  a  little  knoll  we  found  threa  bodies.  Wild 
lowers  of  every  hue  were  blooming,  here  as 
though  nature  had  decked  these  rolling  green 
svai^  for  a  gala  day.  To  descend  from  the 
knolls  into  the  thickets  to  hunt  dead  men  was 
the  straw  too  nrach  for  my  curiosity,  and  I  re- 
turned to  camp  to  revisit  &e  field  in  dreams 

Lieutenant  Shaw,  on  the  staff  of  General  £3^ 
lutt,  Obl^  of  Oavafary  of  the  Dapartoient  of  l^e 
Comberland,  was  very  conspicuous  on  the  field 
bearing  orders,  and  in  making  and  reporting 
observations.  Alwavs  aool  amidst  danger,  and 
remarkably  concise,  ha  ia  t^orthy  of  the  many 
comi^imentB  that  were  paid  him  during  Hie  four 
■emorable  d^a  before  Iteeacoa. 
Mr.  a  F.  Wagner  of  New  York,  for  a  long 


time  connected  with  the  anny  as  Sutler  of  the 
Nineteenth  regular  infantry,  performed  praise- 
worthy service  as  a  v(^unteer  aid  on  flie  staff  of 
General  K  W.  Johnsen,  He  ffinched  from  no 
duty,  encountered  danger,  and  performed  every 
task  witli  satisfi^on  to  the  General. 

Minor  ConnoUy,  of  General  Baird's  staff,  is 
equaUjjb  deserving  of  comstendation  for  his  at- 
tention to  dutf  and  unfliucbiag  bravery. 

Our  losses  from  the  seventh  up  to  the  six- 
teentii,  wiU  amount  to  at  least  four  thousand 
men. 

'  The  enemy's  loss  will,  J  apprehend,  not  ex- 
ceed in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  twenty- 
five  hundred,  ai  he  fotight  mostly  behind  breast- 
works. 

A.  J.  Dauqhbbtt. 

AKOIHKB  Aooovirr. 

RauoQA,  Oa.,  Hbj  17. 

The  preliminary  operations  of  (General  Sher- 
man's campaign  are  already  known  to  the  pub- 
lic— ^the  massing  of  General  Thomas'  army  at 
Chattanooga ;  the  advance  ta  Ringgold,  and  the 
passage  of  Taylor's  Ridge;  the  march  of  Mc- 
Pherson  from  HuntsviUe,  Decatur,  and  other 
places,  towards  the  great  theatre  of  operations 
m  North  Georgia ;  the  descent  of  Schoneld  from 
East  Tennessee  to  form  part  of  the  left  of  the 
grand  army — all  these  things  are  known. 

Equally  well  understood  are  the  next  series  of 
movements — ^the  march  from  the  eastern  foot  of  • 
Taylor's  Ridge  to  the  western  base  of  the  Chat- 
tanooga Mountain ;  the  occupation  of  the  town 
of  Timnel  by  a  portion  of  ralmer's  corps ;  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy,  after  some  insignificant 
skirmishing,  from  the  Tunnel  Hill  range  of  em- 
inences ;  the  movement  of  Schofield  and  New- 
ton along  the  eaist  side  of  Rocky  Face,  a  part  of 
C^ttanooga  Mountain ;  the  ascent  of  the  north- 
em  slope  of  the  ridge  by  Harker,  until  stopped 
by  an  almost  impassable  ravine,  across  which 
the  enemy  opened  a  fierce  fira;  the  splendid 
achievement  of  Colonel  John  G.  Mitohell,  in 
driving  the  rebels  from  Hm  mouth  of  Buzzard 
Roost  Gkip,  taking  possession  of  three  hills  at 
its  western  entrance,  thus  closing  it  as  effectu- 
idly  against  the  robels,  should  tbey  attempt  to 
assail  our  rear  through  it,  as  they  had  closed  it 
against  any  direct  advance  of  ours  upon  Dal- 
ton  ;  the  fearieas  charge  of  Colonel  B.  ¥.  Scrib- 
ner  across  some  open  fields  to  the  right  of  the 
gap,  b^  whidbi  he  cleared  everything  exoept  the 
ri<^o  itself  of  ^  rebel  sharp^ooters,  and  then 
retired  with  hia  troops  orderly  a9  if  on  parade, 
although  exposed  to  a  plunging  fire  from  six 
pieces  of  artUk^jy  on  the  sumini^f  Rocky  Face ; 
the  brave  but  unavailing  efifbrt  of  General 
Geary  to  penetrate  the  enemy's  strong  barrier 
by  way  of  Dug  Gap.  I  cannot  now  jmuse  to 
dweUjjpon  any  of  these.  Hereafter,  even  thie 
hurried  correspondent,  grasping  at  events  as 
they  pass,  may  find  time  and  opportunity  to  no- 
tice some  of  them  at  greater  length. 

But  no  one  of  these  achievements,  nor  all  of 
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diem  combined,  had  or  oould  pat  ns  in  pofses- 
flion  of  Booky  FaceRid^,  the  impregnani  ram- 
part upon  and  behind  which  the  reb&  lay,  and 
which  we  mnst^either  penetrate  or  tnm  ere  ife 
could  ever  hope  to  see  Dalton.  Boldly  and  ab- 
rnptly  the  ridge  risea  ont  of  tbe  vaMey,  covered 
to  its  smmnit  with  a  thick  growth  ofjbines,  and 
trayersed  by  innnmeraUe  ravines.  Twe-^irds 
of  the  way  tip  the  individual  seeking  to  ascend 
IB  met  by  a  stupendous  diff,  rising  perpendicu- 
larly to  a  height  ranging  from  twenfy  to  sixty 
feet,  according  to  locality.  Could  we  hope  to 
storm  this  ridge  ?  1.  line  of  skirmishers  oould 
defend  it  against  a  hbsi  Gould  we  hope  to  pass 
through  Buzzard  Roost  €kp,  Mned  as  it  was 
with  rifle-pits  and  cannon  ?  Annihilation  await- 
ed the  force  that  should  attempt  it  Oould 
Schofield  proceed  down  the  valley,  along  the 
east  side  of  the  itdge,  and  "^fifect  an  entrance 
into  Dalton  in  that  way  ?  By  so  doing  he  would 
cut  himself  off  from  support  by  the  rest  of  the 
army,  and  probably  bef  crushed  by  the  enemy 
massing  his  forces  against  him.  Bendep,  be- 
fore going  far  upon  his  way,  h9  would  find  an- 
other goree  almost  as  easily  defensible  as  that 
of  Buzzard  Boost 

All  this  we  had  discovered  kst  February, 
when  Palmer,  under  tlie  direction  of  lliomas, 
reconnoitred  that  stronghold  of  the  enemy ;  but 
it  is  sometimes  well  to  team  a  lesson  a  second 
time.  Four  days  we  lay  at  the  foot  of  Roc^ 
Pace,  engaged  in  almost  incessant  skirmisldng 
•  with  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  effecting  Httle 
or  nothing  toward  the  aocomplishment  of  our 
object,  and  losing  about  eight  hundred  men. 

Bat  a  blow  was  about  being  struck  in  another 
direction.  Twelve  or  fifteen  mfles  south  of  Buz- 
zard Roost  is  a  fong  oblique  cut  in  Chattanooga 
Mountain,  called  Snake  <>eek  Gap,  from  a  small 
stream  which,  running  through  the  out  in  a 
south-east  direction,  finds  its  way  into  the 
Oostenaula  below  Rosacea.  Thither  McFherBon, 
witli  parts  of  the  Fifteevihand  Sixteenth  corps, 
wended  his  warjr,  after  passing  through  Ship 
Gap  in  Taylor's  Ridge,  and  marching  by  the 
town  of  Yillanow.  It  was  on  Monday,  the  ninth 
of  May,  when  he  reacSied  the  western  entrance 
of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  prepared  to  wrest  it 
from  the  enemy.  Singularly  enough,  it  had 
been  left  both  unfortified  and  unguarded  by 
the  rebels ;  a  brigade  which  was  hurried  for* 
ward  to  dispute  McPherson's  passage,  came  too 
late ;  and  ere  the  day  was  closed,  ttiat  General 
found  himself  in  full  possession  of  this  impor- 
tant pass,  with  scarcely  the  firing  of  a  gun.  On 
Tuesday,  the  tenth,  General  Dadge,  with  two 
divisions  of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  closely  sup- 
ported by  GendhJ  Logan,  wittf  the  Fifteenth, 
moved  from  the  mouth  of  the  gap,  passed  the 
Su£ar  Valley  Post  Office,  drove  in  some  small 
bodies  of  rebel  skirmishers,  and  actually  ad- 
vanced to  the  range  of  hills  which,  in  tius  di- 
rection, overlook  Rosacea.  There  Were  the  en- 
emy's formidaUb  lines  of  works  in  open  view ; 
not  so  strong,  indeed,  as  they  were  aflbsrwards 
made,  but  fcmnidable  nevertheiesa  ev«n  at  that 


tiaw.  HadGeneralDsdgothougfatbesttodoBo, 
or  had  Gencfral  McPherson  deemed  it  prudea^ 
we  might  then  have  occupied  tliese  works ;  fof 
th^  were  defended  by  only  a  comile  of  4he  ene- 
my's brigades.  The  reason  we  did  not  then  take 
possession  of  Reaacoa,  is  probata  because  it  wm 
not  at  that  time  determined  by  the  cotnmndu^ 
G^Mral  to  inake  his  principal  attack  upon  the 
enem/sleft  wing. 

A  portion  of  Hooker's  corps  went  down  to 
tha  gap  on  the  eleventh,  and  passed  through. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  the  Four- 
teentli  corps.  General  Palmer,  began  its  man^ 
for  the  same  locality,  Geary's  division,  of  fiook- 
er's  corps,  preceded ;  Schofiebi's  corpa  aiMi  New- 
Um*B  division,  of  Howard's,  followed.  Stuiky 
relieved  Davis  at  the  mvuth  of  Buazard  Rooet 
Gap,  and  Wood  shifted  down  toward  the  right 
to  supp^  Stanley,  ready  to  carrr  these  two  di< 
visions  into  Dalton  as  soon  as  uie  attack  upon 
the  rebel  left  should  cokipel  tern  to  withdraw 
frx)m  Buzzard  Rooit  As  long  as  the  great  move- 
ment towari  Snake  Creek  Gap  wafc  going  on,  it 
was  Howai^s  business  to  keep  up  as  much 
noise  as  possible  at  Buzzard's  Roost,  in  order  to 
deodve  the  enemy  as  to  what  was  taking  place, 
and  make  him  Itelieve  as  long  as  possible  tiiat 
&e  assault  was  to  be  made  directly  in  front 
Accordingly,  long  after  we  had  left  Busaud 
Roost  on  tiie  morning  of  the  twelfth,  we  could 
hear  Howard's  cannon  pounding  away  lively  u 
ever. 

All  along  &e  road  to  Snake  Creek  Gap  1 
found  the  country  deserted,  as  usual,  when  our 
am^  first  passes  through  ;  and  the  members  of 
the  only  ihmily  i  saw  in  Hie  entire  fifteen  miW 
ride  to  Snake  Creek  Gap,  gave  me  in  answer  to 
my  question,  **  Where  are  the  people  gone  T 
the  invariable  answer''  Down  below  I"  meaning, 
of  course,  further  South.  The  head  of  tiiis 
family  waa  a  villainous  looking  fellow,  with 
rebel,  reM,  depicted  in  unmiBtakable  lineaments 
all  over  his  countenance.  It  is  ver>'  silly  for 
any  of  the  people  to  run  away  fit)iii  their  homes 
on  the  approach  of 'the  Union  army,  but  I  could 
not  avoid  thinking  that  this  fellow  remained 
behind  from  pure  impudence.  "I  don't  see," 
said  he  to  me,  "  what  all  you  folks  are  going  to 
do  down  Ihar.  I  reckon  ft  all  that  have  pa^ed 
he^e  in  the  last  two  days  are  thar  now,  tibey 
must  be  piled  on  top  of  one  another!"  "I 
reckon,"  said  I,  a  little  nettled,  *^  that  when  they 
get  ready  they'll  go  through  the  (jkip  to  the 
other  side."  "  If  they  do  tiieyll  get  hurt  l"  was 
his  cool  reminder,  and  I  could  not  prevent  a 
smile  as  I  found  siyself  unable  to  add  anything 
more. 

I  passed  on  through  the  famous  gap,  which  is 
soCne  four  or  five  mUes  in  length,  and  found  the 
idea  of  the  rebel  citizen  almost  realized.  Lq- 
femtry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  covered  tho  earth 
wherever  the  eye  was  directed ;  the  gap 
throughout  its  whole  extant  literaUy  swamun^ 
with  ating  men.  It  called  forcibly  t»  my  mind 
the  migh^  hosts  of  which  we  read  in  ancient 
history,  eaored  and  proficne.    As  I  passed  on, 
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florelj  no  nobler  body  of  men,  in  aU  that  consti- 
tttes  genuine  nobility,  was  ever  collected  to- 
gether upon  tiiiB  continent  Here  was  a  force 
modi  Ivger  Hian  that  with  which  Napoleon, 
whan  a  mere  boy,  won  a  soore  of  pitched  bat- 
des,  destrored  fonr  mighly  armies^  conquered 
afl  Italy,  and  sent  the  AtStnan  eagles  screan^ng 
wi&  terror  back  over  liie  None  AlpK  Tne 
pdde,  the  flower,  the  chivalry,  the  strength  of 
the  whole  vast  West  Was  here.  In  able  hands, 
hofw  effective  it  might  be  made  for  the  snppres- 
sioQ  of  treason  and  the  advancement  of  enr  glori- 
001  caftse !  Was  it  in  sndh  hands  ?  The  ardent 
eoBuisiast  might  answer  nnhesitatingly  in  the 
liBnnative ;  the  fhonghtfdl  patriot  would  only 
hope  and  pray. 

All  diiB  day  the  anny  was  employed  in  com- 
ing through  ihe  ^ap,  and  getting  into  position 
on  the  eastern  side.  Strem^e  that  the  enemy 
nerer  once  atttamted  to  mterfere  witii  onr 
amogements  I  Had  he  thrown  himself  with 
detefmined  vafor  upon  the  heads  of  our  columns 
BB  dter  were  debouching  into  thd  plain,  he 
might  nave  inflicted  upon  us  a  heavy  loss,  and 
giTw  as  a  worid  of  trouble.  But  he  was  busy 
sfiengdieniiK  his  defences  at  Raeacca.  All  the 
operations  of  our  army  were  covered  with  con- 
nnaiBate  skill  by  tiie  cavaby,  and  it  may  be  ^e 
enemy  did  not  even  know  our  in&ntry  was 
throvgh  &e  gap,  until  a  corps  or  two  was  in 
fioe  of  battle  upon  the  eastern  side. 

Early  on  the  morning  ci  fViday,  the  thirteenth 
of  May,  preparations  were  made  to  advance 
towards  Becnoca.  Greneral  Kilpatrick  j^oped 
forth  to  beat  up  theenemy's  pickets.  While  he 
and  members  of  his  staff  were  in  advand^  of  his 
men,  he  fefl  into  an  ambuscade  laid  by  a  small 
party  of  the  enemy,  and  received  a  painful,  al- 
thoi^  not  dangerous  wound.  Both  he  and  his 
staff  escmd  with  some  d^culty  from  the 
rebds.  The  command  of  Xroneral  Eilpatrick's 
diTision  now  devolved  upon  Colonel  Murray, 
T^ord  Kentuckv  cavalry,  heretofore  commanding 
a  biigade  in  me  division.  It  could  not  have 
tiJka  into  better  hands,  for  Colonel  Murray  is  a 
yomig  man  who  truly  as  any  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted,  represents  the  cnivahry  of  Kentucky. 
The  command  of  Colonel  Murray's  brigade  de- 
volved QDon  Colonel  Atkins,  Ninety-second  lUi- 
nois;  and  this,  too,  was  fortunate,  for  the  army 
contains  no  better  man  than  he.  The  cavalry 
operations  were  conducted  to  general  satisfac- 
tioo  aU  through  the  day.* 

At  one  o'dock  p.  il  news  arrived  fiaai  Gren- 
eral Howard  had  passed  through  Buzzard  Roost 
Gap  and  entered  Dalton,  finding  the  place  en- 
tire^ evacuated  by  the  enemy.  Portly  after 
&e  announcement  of  this  intelligence,  Obter^ 
baar  and  Harrow's  divisions,  of  the  Fifteenth 
corps,  I^^an'a,  began  to  advance  towards  Re- 
.    rae  r  "   ■ 


rebels  retreated  rapidly  until  thev 

to  a  point  where  the  Sunor  vafley  road, 
wUdi  BO  Ihr  runs  nearly  south,  bends  suddenly 
pnmd  some  ste^  hflb  to  the  eaaland  passing 
through  a  ravine  between  two  1^,  continues 


its  cov^Be  to  Kesacca.  Here  a  heavy  skirmish 
oomm^ced,  and  at  three  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened 
a  battery  of  twelve-pounders  upon  our  troops, 
and  shelled  them  most  viciously.  Our  own 
batteries  replied  with  spirit  and  effect,  and  a 
charge  beine  sounded,  a  ^pfxi  of  Osterhaus' 
division  rushed  forward  ana  carried  the  hill 
upon  which  the  rebel  batteries  had  been  plant- 
ed.] The  rebels  withdrew  precipitately  into 
their  works,  and  this  initial  success  encouraged 
our  men  greatly.  It  exasperated  ih©  rebels, 
however,  for,  concentrating  the  fire  from  a 
dozen  oaimon  upon  the  sunmiit  of  the  hill,  Ihey 
hurled  round  shot  and  shellupon  it  so  furiously, 
that  it  seemed  impossible  anything  could  con- 
tinue there  alive.  But  Foelkner's  and  De  Gress' 
batteries  were  not  to  be  intimidated,  any  more 
than  were  the  Twenty-seventh  Missouri  infantry, 
which  occupied  thd  hiU.  The  former  returned 
fire  for  fire,  and  the  latter  crouching  close  to 
the  side  of  the  eminence,  held  fast  to  their  posi- 
tion. The  firing  at  last  leased,  and  just  as  the 
sun  was  about  to  go  down,  Sherman,  Thomas, 
Elliott,  and  other  (s^enerals  came  up  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  height,  and  through  their  glasses 
viewed  long  and  attentively  the  rebel  works 
around  Besacca. 

The  sun  had  not  risen  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth,  Saturday,  when  the  ekirmisning  re- 
commenced ;  and  until  two  p.  m.  there  was  not  a 
single  minute  in  which  the  dropping  sound  of 
musketry  could  not  have  been  heard.  It  was 
half-past  twelve,  perhaps,  when  the  rebels 
opened  a  severe  fire  of  both  smaU  arms  and 
artillery  upon  the  left  of  the  Fifteenth  corps. 
At  the '•same  time  t^e  noise  of  battle  could  be 
distuictly  heard  away  to  the  left  This  last 
was  readily  understood. 

After  entering  Dnlton  the  day  before,  and  find- 
ing nothing  there  save  a  ruined  and  deserted 
town,  Howard,  with  Wood  and  Stanley's  divis- 
ions, had  moved  rapidly  southward,  to.  effect  a 
junction  with  the  remamder  of  the  army.  The 
rebels  were  making  a  feeble  effort  to  prevent  this, 
and  hence  the  firing  upon  thfe  left.  By  noon  the 
pickets  of  Howard  communicated  with  those  of 
Schofield  or  rather  with  Newton's  division  of  his 
own  corps,  which  had  marched  down  the  west- 
ern side  of  Rocky  Face,  and  passed  through 
Snake  Creek  (Jap'  in  company  with  Schofield. 
Half  an  hour  later  the  lines  communicated,  and 
thus  the  entire  army  was  again  united  and  in 
order  of  battle  surrounding  the  enemy's  works: 
Howard  being  upon  the  extreme  left,  Schofiela 
next  in  order.  Hooker  next.  Palmer  next,  Logan 
next,  and  Dodge  on  the  right 

Whoever  would  form  a  general  idea  of  the 
field  of  battle,  has  only  to  conceive  of  a  river, 
the  Oostenaula,  with  a  great  bend ;  at  the  mid- 
dle of  the  semicircle  thus  formed,  is  the  town 
of  Rosacea,  through  which  runs  the  Western 
and  Atlanta  Railroad. 

The  rebel  works  extend  generally  north  and 
south  in  front  of  tiie  town,  bendine  east  and 
west  at  the  extremities,  so  as  to  rest  both  flanks 
upon  the  river.    Outside  of  this  arc,  and  in  ft 
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manner  snrrounding  it,  extend  our  lines.  A 
little  stream  called  Camp  Greek  flows  tUfrongh  a 
narrow  vaDey  with  precipitous  blufis  on  each 
side.  For  more  than  a  muQ  our  lines  extend,  on 
one  side  of  this  vallej,  and  the  rebel  lines  on 
the  other.  The  opposing  armies  shoot  at  each 
other  across  this  valley  I  A  countr^p  abounding 
in  steep  hills  thickly  wooded,  with  almost  im- 
passabk  ravines,  and  with  here  and  there  a 
cleared  patch  of  ground,  makes  up  the  remain- 
der of  this  great  theatre  of  warfare  where  two 
mighbr  armies  wer^  about  to  enact  another 
tragedy.  • 

The  rebel  army  #bs  divided  into  three  great 
corps:    Hardee's  on  the  right.  Hood  in  the 
centre,  and  Polk  on  the  lefL    All  the  reinforce- 
ments broiight  up  from  Mobile,  Savannah,  and  . 
other  parts,  were  distributed  among  these  ^ee.* 

About  one  o'clock  it  was  determined  to  at- 
tack the  enemy's  lines,  partly  for  the  purpose  of 
directing  l|is  attention  nrom  the  left  of  the  Fif- 
teenth corps,  where,  as  I  have  said,  he  had  com- 
menced a  fierce  fire,  but  mainly  to  test  his 
strength  and  determination,  and  if  possible  to 
drive  him  from  his  works  upon  this  part  of  the 
field. 

The  attack  was  commenced  by  Schofield,  who, 
with  Newton,  advanced  graduallv  up  to  the 
enemy's  work.  Wood  and  Stanley  pressing 
closely  the  extreme  rebel  right  Further  to  our 
right,  CarUn's  and  King's  brigades  of  Johnson's 
division  assailed  the  enemy's  lines  in  front  of 
them  with  great  vigor  and  determination. 
Never  was  field  more  stubbornly  contested. 
Ofllcers  vied  with  the  men  in  acts  of  daring. 
Judidi's  division,  of  Schofield's  corps,,  blazed 
like  a  volcano  all  round  a  low  hill  upon  which 
were  the  rebel  works  they  designed  to  storm. 
But  every  instant  their  ranks  were  tliinned  by 
showers  of  buUets  and  grapeshot  hurled  among 
them  by  the  rebels,  who  fought  with  compara- 
tive security  inside  their  rifle-pits. 

Our  line  wavered^  Turchin's  brigade  of 
Baird's  division  was  ordered  to  the  rescue.  As 
a  portion  of  Johnson's  men  had  done,  they 
hurled  themselves  down  the  almost  perpendicu- 
]xr  blufis  of  which  I  have  spoken ;  waded 
through  Gamp  Creek,  waist  deep  at  ihe  foot ; 
and  attempted  to  charge  across  me  valley  imder 
a  most  murderous  fire.  The  charee  was  unsuc- 
cesef ul — the  bulk  of  the  brigade  withdrew ; 
but  a  couple  of  regiments  crossed  the  valley, 
and  taking  shelter  under  the  very  blufis  upon 
which  the  enemy's  works  were  constructed,  lay 
there  in  comparative  security  until  the  friendly 
night  came  on,  when  they  quietly  withdrew. 

Colonel  John  G.  MitcheD  s  brigade,  of  Davis* 
division,  was  now  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Tur- 
chin.  It  came  gallantly  into  the  fight,  as  does 
any  body  of  troops  with  Colonel  Mitchell  for  a 
leader.  But  the  relentless  storm  from  the  en- 
emy's works  fell  upon  it  also  ;  the  Colonel  him- 
self narrowly  escaped  death,  a  shell  exploding 
at  the  feet  of  his  horse,  a  huge  fragment  knock- 
ing to  fiinders  the  field  glass  which  hung  at  his 
side,  and  which  alone  saved  his  life. 


The  order  was  finally  ^ven  for  the  whole  line 
to  withdriMF,  which  it  did  in  good  order,  llie 
enemy  had  been  driven  from  a  portion  of  his 
outer  line  of  works,  and  although  we  did  not 
occupy  them  at  that  time,  the  £e  of  our  artO- 
lery  was  so  effective  that  the  rebels  never  reoc- 
cupied  them. 

Joe  Johseton  now  dstermined  to  assume  tlie 
offensive  in  earnest,  and  .began  massing  his 
troops  upon  his  right,  with  the  design  of  turn- 
ing our  left  The  movement  would  probably 
have  been  successful  had  it'  not  been  discov- 
ered in  time  and  prevented.  To  Lieutenant 
W.  L.  Shaw,  of  (Jeneiral  Elliott's  staff",  the  honor 
of  the  discovery  belongs.  From  a  hill  upon 
the  right  of  our  lines  his  keen  eye  detected  the 
rebel  columns  moving  towards  our  left  Hooker 
was  instantly  despatched  to  breast  the  coming 
storm,  but  before  he  could  arrive  it  burst  upon 
a  portion  of  our  line.  Cruft^  brigade  of  Stan- 
ley's division  occupied  an  advanced  position  to 
the  east  of  the  Tilton  and  Resacca  road,  which 
Stanley  had  been  ordered  to  hold.  Upon  this 
brigade  the  rebels  fell  in  immense  numbers,  and 
after  a  eallant  resistance  it  was  broken  and 
pushed  back.  As  it  emerged  from  the  woods 
near  the  road,  and  came  across  some  open  fields 
west  of  the  dame,  the  enemy  pressed  after  it 
with  terrific  yeUs.  It  seemed  as  if  the  left  was 
really  about  to  be  turned,  but  Simonson's  old 
Ifott^,  the  Fifth  Indiana,  was  posted  at  &e 
western  edge  of  the  field,  and'as  the  rebels  ad- 
vanced, it  poured  into  them  so  destructive  a 
fire  of  grape  and  canister,  that  no^ithstanding 
they  rusheKl  witii  determined  bravery  to  within 
one  hundred  feet  of  the  battery,  thev  were  finally 
driven  gback  in  ereat  disorder.  A  brigade  of 
Hooker^B  men,  which  had  arrived  at  tlie  niok  of 
time,  contributed  greatly  to  this  result,  and 
manfully  supported  the  hiattery. 

Just  as  the  battle  ended  upon  the  left  a  ter- 
rible conflict  broke  ottt  upon  the  right  During 
the  afternoon  portions  of  Logan's  corps,  and 
Sprague's  brigade  of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  had 
dislodged  the  enemy  from  a  line  of  works  dmost 
exactly  in  front  of  liie  town.  Just  after  daric 
the  rebels  made  a  desperate  effort  to  regain 
them,  y^ith  louK  lines  of  infantry,  whose  &ed 
bayonets  elittered  in  the  moonlieht,  they  charged 
up  the  hifl  upon  which  the  works  were  situated, 
and  forced  their  way  to  the  very  foot  of  the 
bulwarks.  But  a  dcnuUy  fire  from  the  Union 
lines  mowed  them  down,  until  at  last  they  gave 
up  the  fruitless  contest  And  fled  wi&  precipita- 
tion and  terror  down  tiie  heights.  It  was  nearly 
ten  o'clock  before  the  storm  of  battle  ceased  to 
rage. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  the  skirmishing  re- 
commenced, but  it  was  not  until  about  half-past 
one  that  anvthine  of  importance  took  place. 

It  should  be  observed  here,  that  in  order  to 
fin  up  the  m>  occasioned  by  Hooker's  with-, 
drawal  the  day  before,  the  whole  of  Palmer^s 
corps  was  shifted  to  iiie  right,  or  rather  was 
expanded  so  as  to  cover  twice  as  mudi  ground 
as  it  did  tbe  day  before. 
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Hooker  was  now  upon  the  extreme  left,  and 
about  008  p.  M.  commoiced  a  general  assaiilt 
cpoQ  the  works  immediately  in  front  With 
daanlkii  bravery  his  men  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, and  Ward's  brigade,  of  Butterfield's  divis- 
ioD,  ftonoed  a  amali  fort,  and  captnred  ibnr 
pieoei  of  artOlery.  A  tremendous  fire  from  a 
Ug  line  of  rebel  rifle-pks,  behind  and  aromid 
die  Cart,  compelled  the  greater  portion  to  retire ; 
bateooQeh  remained  to  hold  the  cannon  and 
uereat  the  rebels  hop  rcteaptoring  the  works, 
a  this  fight,  Goloiiel  Harrison,  of  the  Seventietii 
hdiaoa,  who  aasmmed  command  of  Ward's  bri- 
ndenpon  tiie  kitter  being  wonnded,  particu- 
hdk  distingaished  himselt 

w  plan  of  battle  for  the  coming  day  was  to 
maea  fte  bulk  of  omr  forces  upon  the  wines  of 
ov  annj,  MsaiKng  the  rebels  on  both  flanls  at 
oDce,  while  cm"  centre  was  held  by  a  single 
line.  Had  this  design  been  known  to  the  ene- 
iTf,  he  might  haye  attempted  to  break-  our 
centre  daring  tha  night  Consequently,  the 
BtBoat  vMmce  was  exercised  after  dark,  and 
•ooe  rapid  firing  which  took  place  in  front  of 
/(dmaona  division  about  midnight,  caused  the 
wfafilaanny  to stsnd  to  its  guns.  But  at  that 
Tcry  hour  the  rear  guard  of  ihe  rebel  forces 
was  evacuating  Resacca.  The  firii^  precipitated 
i^nirements,  because  the  rebels  m  the  town 
"ppeaed  wo  had  discovered  the  retreat  and 
Tse  about  attacking  in  force  in  the  middle  of 
ie  night 

When  morning  dawned,  not  a  rebel,  save  some 
stti^giera,  was  m  or  around  Rosacea.  MoPher- 
i«  immediately  started  in  pursuit  Ere  this, 
Bii  advance  must  haye  reached  Oalhoim;  mi 
v^  I  am  warned  that  the  sixteenth  of  May 
™  |««ed  away,  and  the  seventeenth  is  about 
toiwn,  I  see  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
Boag  out  from  Reeacca  to  join  in  the  chase. 


-.—^.jy,  Oa.,  iftqf  20. 
G^enl  Sherman's  advance  occupied  this  place 
JJteday,  before  noon.  The  rebel  rear  guard  had 
m  after  daylight.  The  day  before,  eleven  en- 
pj»  with  trams,  ky  here,  and  moved  south 
Jw  the  rear  of  the  army ;  this  morning, 
wj  d^riight,  a  Yankee  engineer  pi^ed  the 
Wie  Ikat  sounded  the  arrival  of  the  first  en- 
S15^  Federal  direction.  As  the  roar  of 
«  whjatle  resounded  through  these  mountains, 
^ttecived  an  answering  echo  from  the  thou- 
Mi  of  Union  soldiers  who  literally  swcrm  all 
wttfte^ound.  The  "  boys"  facetiously  remark 
"«  Ueoeral  Johaston  is  on  the  train  just  in  ad- 
y^of  ShwTMui,  and  keeps  his  train  flagged 
nerder  to  avoid  being  run  into.  Now  (ten  a-  m.) 
«JJwported  that  tiie  train  is  eieht  miles 
"V*!*  ^o^Df  the  next  two  bridges  below  being 
'"■pwd.  The  pursuit  was  so  close  that  no 
2*>pt  was  made  to  bum  the  first  bridge.  At 
•"•Jjood,  our  cavalry  arrived  in  time  to  cap- 
■Jfte  jquad  which  was  attempting  to  fire  the 
"^  and  ^th  &e  prisoners  greasy  haver- 
•«»  imt  the  fire  out 
uM  Etowah  River  is  fourteen  miles  frtnn 


Kin^tou.  There  a  stand  will  certainly  be  nia  !o, 
or  it  nay  be  that  a  gap  in  the  Altoona  Moun 
tains,  at  Altoona,  six  miles  from  the  Etowah, 
may  be  chosen.  The  Etowah — ^improperly  called 
the  Hightower  and  Highflower — unites  with  the 
Oostenaula  at  Rome,  forming  the  Coosa.  A  rail- 
road unites  Kingston  with  Rome,  the  distance 
being  about  thirty  miles  in  a  western  direction. 
My  last  letter  gave  an  account  of  operations 
in  *  McPherson's  command  on  the  right,  up  to 
Saturday  night,  the  fourteeuih.  That  day  and 
evening,  hea\^  fiehting  near  Rosacea  was  goinK 
on,  in  part  of  which  one  brigade  of  Dodged 
conunand  participated — Colonel  Sprague's,  of 
Genera]  Yeatch's  division.  General  Fuller's 
brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  I  regret  bei^g 
unable,  on  account  of  the  steady  moving  of 
troops,  to  obtain  particulars  of  their  engage- 
ment The  Sixty-third  and  Forty-third  Ohio  are 
in  Colonel  Sprague's  brigade.    Their  loss  is  not 

freat  I  am  imormedthat  this  brigade  had  the 
onor  of  first  entering  Resacca. 

Rosacea  being  evacuated,  and  the  enemy  in  full 
retreat,  eariy  Sunday  morning  General  Dodge's 
second  division  was  ordered  to  lay  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and  cross  the  Oostenaula  at  Lay's  Ferry, 
in  order  to  throw  a  column  on  the  Rome  road 
below  Calhoun,  and  thus  harass  the  enemy  as 
much  as  possible. ,  The  first  brigade,  Colonel 
Rice,  advanced  a  line  of  skirmishers,  supported 
by  artiDery  and  infantry,  and  in  a  short  time 
cleared  the  opposite  bank  of  the  force  stationed 
there.  The  dixty-sixth  Indiana  lost  a  number 
in  killed  and  wounded,  by  supposing  the  enemy 
to  be  gone,  and  by  marching  by  flank  into  range, 
where  a  volley  taught  them  to  form  in  line  of 
battle  in  short  order.  Under  cover  of  artillery, 
the  pontoon  wagons  were  brought  to  the  river 
bank,  and  by  ten  o'clock  the  first  brigade  of  in- 
fantry was  over  the  river.  The  remainder  of 
the  troops  were  immediately  forwarded,  and  all 
the  infantry  of  two  brigades — the  First  and 
Second — ^tiirown  across. 

A  skirmish  line  was  thrown  out  which  soou 
developed  a  considerable  force  in  plain  view. 

The  Seventh  Iowa,  of  the  First  brigade,  and 
tiie  Sixty-sixth  Indiana,  were  thrown  forward  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  under  cover  of  the  woods 
towards  a  brick  house,  behind  which  the  main 
rebel  force  was  formed.  The  artillery  got  ex- 
cellent range,  and  literally  perforated  the  house 
and  outhouses  with  round  shot  and  shelL  The 
skirmish  line  was  all  that  was  visible  in  the 
open  field,  and  when  all  was  ready,  a  staff' officer 
rode  forward  with  the  order  for  it  to  advance. 
Away  went  the  blue  line  like  so  many  moving 
dots,  ex^lodin^  into  pufib  of  smoke  at  intervals, 
and  again  collecting  into  their  original  form. 
They  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way,  until  from 
the  woods  beyond  emerged  a  dirty  gray  and 
brown  line  of  big  monsters  bearing  bright  guns 
at  a  ^  right  shoulder  shift,"  and  threatening  to 
swallow  up  the  little  sprinkling  of  Tankees  be- 
fore them.  Alas  I  they  could  not  see  the  compact 
line  of  blue  waiting  to  fall  upon  their  left  and- 
crush  it  lake  sheep  to  the  slaughter,  they  came 
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on  until  fhey  had  passed  the  crest  of  Hie  little 
elevation,  when  a  storm  of  sh^  from  onr  bat- 
t^,  and  a  blindmg  shower  of  bullets  from  the 
First  brigade,  brought  terror  into  their  ranks. 
Their  line  halted — then  wavered — ^rallied — war 
vered  again,  and  Hien  melted  away,  leavins"  traces 
of  its  position  bj  the  blood  of  the  wounded  and 
the  bodies  of  Ihe  slain. 

During  this  little  aflbir — as  pretty  an  engage- 
ment as  you  ever  saw  depicted  on  paper — ^me 
Second  brigade,  Colonel  Burke,  was  in  Ime  along 
the  river  bank,  and,  although  only  skirmishers 
were  actually  engaged,  yet  many  of  Ihe  men 
could  not  repress  their  desire  to  "  have  a  pop," 
and  consequently  a  considerable  little  volfev 
was  sent  The  rebel  lines  were  near  enough 
for  some  of  the  balls  to  reach  us.  One  man,  of 
the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois,  was  killed  here,  and 
Color  Sergeant  John  A.  Wilson,  Eighty-first 
Ohio,  was  wounded  while  defiantly  waving  his 
flagin  the  face  of  the  foe. 

With  this  the  enemy  withdrew,  leaving  their 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Among  them 
was  Captain  Whitaker,  commanding  a  battery 
of  artillery. 

BMepf  Sam  Onm  Boadk. 

The  remainder  of  General  Dodge's  command 
was  immediately  ordered  up,  but  could  not 
arrive  until  some  time  the  next  day;  conse- 
quently, the  Second  division  built  t^porary 
works  to  guard  against  surprise  in  Ihe  niffht, 
and  waited.  It  was  ten  o'clock  of  Monday  when 
General  SweeneVs  division  steorted  towards  Oetl- 
houn.  General  Veatch's  division  was  consider- 
ably in  the  rear.  At  the  distance  of  a  mile  or 
two  a  strong  defensive  position  was  found  evac- 
uated, showing  that  retreat  was  in  progress. 
About  one  o'clock  our  advice  became  aneaged. 
At  the  same  time  (General  Dodge  arrived,  hav- 
ing ridden  all  the  way  from  Resacca,  and  inme- 
diately  set  about  putting  his  command  in  'posi-' 
tion.  The  First  brigade  was  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  facmg  eastwardly,  the  Third 
brigade  on  the  riebt  of  the  First,  Conning  the 
centre,  facing  nortn-east,  and  on  the  right  of  the 
Third  was  the  Second,  facing  nearly  nortib.  Thus 
disposed,  a  heavy  line  of  sormishers  was  sent 
out  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  soon  found  that  their  line  was  formed  to 
protect  a  road  a  litUe  in  the  rear  of  what  i» 
known  as  the  Rome  road,  which  crossed  the 
Calhoun  road  a  littie  in  advance  .of  the  right  of 
the  Second  brigade.  Along  this  back  road  a 
heavy  train  of  wagons  was  passing,  and  it  was 
important  that  it  shpuld  be  well  guarded.  Qe- 
bume's  and  Walker's  divisions,  the  best  of 
Johnston's  army,  were  detailed  for  this  duly,  and 
were  strongly  posted. 

Of  course,  Gfeneral  McFherson,  who  was  also 
present,  did  not  desire  to  engage  these  troops 
until  the  remainder  or  a  portion  of  the  rest  of 
his  command  should  oome  up.  General  Yeatch's 
division  and  the  Fifteenth  corps  were  comii^g ; 
consequentiy  orders  were  given  to  not  press 


an  engagement  Firing  all  along  the  skirmiib 
line  was  quite  brisk,  but  especially  on  the  right 
of  the  entire  line,  which  was  bent  back  so  as  to 
cover  the  flank  and  also  conform  to  ihb  enemy's 
line  in  front  of  the  Rome  road.  Two  hours  of 
skirmishing  ensued,  with  an  occasional  shot 
from  our  batteries,  when  our  boys  on  the  right, 
becoming  imipatient,  advanced  and  drove  the 
rebel  line  beyond  the  Rome  road.  This  portion 
of  our  skirmish  line  was  composed  of  three 
companies 'of  the  Sixty-sixth  Illinois,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  George  A.  Taylor,  of  lima,  Ohio. 
Brave  as  the  bravest^  and  always  impetooBs, 
this  officer,  on  reaching  the  Rome  road  and  per- 
ceiving a  parly  of  rebels  retreating  in  that  direc- 
tion, took  four  or  five  men  with  him  and  started 
in  pursuit  Reckless  of  life,  he  followed  unifl 
suddenly  a  volley  from  a  strong  line  in  ambusk 
burst  upon  him,  and  he  fell  dei^ — shot  throqdi 
the  brain.  His  men  could  not  bear  off  his  bo^, 
and  it  was  left  to  rebel  magnanimity.  When 
found  next  moming,  his  boots,  pants,  hat,  moD- 
ey,  watch,  and  ring,  wove  gone,  and  the  buttons 
were  cut  from  his  oeat  fie  was  decently  inter- 
red by  the  men  of  his  raiment,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible next  day. 

The  death  of  Captain  Taylor  had  such  a  dis- 
heartening effect  on  his  men  that  they  bei|^  to 
yield  graaually  the  ground  they  had  sained. 
Almost  the  entire  regiment  of  sharpsnootsn 
(One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixth  Illinois)  was  de- 
ployed as  ^irmishers,  and  several  companies  of 
the  Eighty-first  Ohio  were  sent  out  to  supjport^ 
Still,  t£e  Fourth  division  did  not  come  up,  and  * 
we  could  not  attack.  Perceiving  tiiis,  and  per- 
haps thinking  we  were  weak,  the  enemy  b^an 
to  press  our  lines.  Stronger  and  stronger  caoM 
the  firing  on  the  riffht,  until  it  became  evident 
their  attack  would  be  there. 

Colonel  Burke  went  forward  to  learn,  as  well 
as  possible,  the  giound  and  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  ahnost  aU  a  dense  forest,  thiddy 
covered  with  pine  brush,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  learn  anything  except  by  hearing.  Both 
General  Mcrherson  ana  General  Dodge  now 
came  to  the  right,  and  the  former  ordered  the 
right  to  fall  back.  Although  the  enemy  was 
hidden  from  view  and  the  balls  striking  amoi^ 
the  trees,  General  Dod^e  rode  forward  to  the  ao- 
vanced  line  andgave  airections  in  person  as  to 
its  position.  'The  attack  was  coming  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  Second  brigade.  T^e  Sixty- 
sixth  Illinois  was  scattered  alon^  a  mile  of  skir- 
mish line;  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  was  divided 
into  three  battalions,  under  Lieutenant>Colonel 
Adams,  Major  Evans,  and  Cap  tain  ^ill,  and  each 
battalion  separated  from  the  others.  The  Twelfth 
niiuois,  still  on  the  left  of  the  Eighty-first,  was 
almost  entire,  only  one  or  two  companies  out 
skirmishing.  A  change  of  front  by  the  battal- 
ions of  the  Eighty-first  Oliio,  was  ordered  so  as 
to  face  towards  the  Rome  road.  Hardly  was 
this  done  when  the  rebels  advanced  in  force  on 
the  right  battalion  of  the  Eighty-first  Ohio,  UO' 
der  Captain  HilL  and  were  pressing  it  hard  when 
the  cen&e  battalion,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Adams,  joined  it  and  checked  the  adyance.  The 
Tw«tfm  nfinois  was  hurried  forward  to  M  the 
gap  now  made  between  Colonel  Adams  and  Ma- 
]or  Erans,  who,  wi&i  ihe  left  battalion  of  the 
E^ty-first,  was  ordered  to  hold  that  valley  un- 
til farther  orders.  Before  the  Twelfth  got  into 
portion,  the  rebel  line  had  so  overlapped  the 
ridit  of  the  Eighty-first  (Kiio,  that  it  was  com- 
peOed  to  fiJl  bMck  a  short  distance.,  which  was 
done  in  eood  order,  and  a  position  taken.  But 
bj  ^  time  Major  Evans  perceived,  a  Hne  ad- 
TmdDg  upon  him,  and  relying  on  the  tried  gal- 
lifitiy  of  his  command,  without  stopping  to 
tinnk  bsw  matny  were  in  his  front^  he  ordered  a 
charge.  Wth  a  cheer  which  I  wish  might  ring 
in  erery  disloyal  ear  In  the  North,  the  line 
mored  forward  fike  one  man,  stopping  for  no 
obstadei.  Volley  after  volley  went  rattling  and 
tfaundering  through  the  rebd  ranks  as  the  line 
kept  BtiQ  advancing.  By  tiiis  time,  too,  the 
Twelftfa  got  in  position  on  the  right,  and  a  vol- 
ley from  Aam  told  the  rebel  Generals  that  our 
coomaDders  understood  their  business.  Back, 
lack,  fen  the  rebels,  and  on  sped  the  gallant 
Second  brigade.  Even  when  the  rebel  line  was 
patted,  and  their  right  overlapped  our  left,  there 
waa  no  pause;  but  two  companies,  quickly 
daoging  front  and  having  advantage  of  posi- 
tiODf  drove  them  Hke  sheep  before  HieuL 

In  Ae  meantime  the  Third  brigade,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  Bane,  was  menaced.  A  party  of 
dozpdiooters  attempted  to  capture  one  of  his 
battwies,  which  was  well  forward.  The  bat- 
tery bad  to  be  withdrawn.  A  few  shells  were 
tbrown  directly  upon  or  near  the  house  where 
General  McPhersoif  asd  Qeneral  Dodge  adV 
fitaff  were  stopping,  doing  no  more  damage 
tknmsinga  htde  sensation  among  the  ght- 
tering  officers,  and  cuttinjg  off  a  horse's  tail. 

Aa  it  was  now  kte,  and  the  Second  brigade 
had  driven  flie  enemy  in  confusion,  the  order 
WIS  ^Yen  to  withdraw  it,  and  relieve  the  whole 
^tision  with  the  Fourth  division,  whidi  had 
jaat  come  up.  'Hie  withdrawal  was  made  in 
oceDent  oraer,  and  se  confused  was  the  enemy 
tlttt  not  a  shot  was  fired  as  the  brigade  retired. 
Colonel  Burke  was  in  the  front  from  the  be- 
^ninr.  fSorly  in  the  engagement  a  ball  struck 
faia  left  hg  bekrw  the  Imee,  and  shattered  the 
bone,  tiien  penetrated  through  his  horse.  The 
*  bone  was  not  killed  instantiy,  and  the  Colonel 
rode  n>  to  Lieutenan^Colonel  Adams,  Eighty- 
fint  Ohio,  and  quietly  remarking  that  he  was 
bounded,  tamed  over  the  cconmand  to  him  and 
fode  away.  His  kg  had  to  be  anoputated.  Dur- 
io;  die  abort  time  tiiat  Colonel  Burke  has  been 
in  command  of  the  brigade,  he  has  endeared 
bflttelf  to  his  entire  command  by  his  eentle- 
QsdI/  courtesy  and  uniform  kindness.  By  his 
Wring  in  the  field,  every  soldier  who  knew 
^  was  coDstiained  to  pMce  the  fullest  confi- 
<^ciM:ein  him.  An  important  and  responsible 
c^^DBttBd  (that  of  the  ftdcond  brigade)  oavolves 
bj  lim  casualty  upon  lieutenantrColonel  R.  N. 
Adnu,  Bghly-first  Ohio, 
hwaa  a  matter  of  wonder,  afksMbe  engage- 


ment, to  ascertain  that  the  loss  in  action  did  not 
exceed  seventy-five.  It  could  onhr  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fkct  tibiat  the  rebels  ni'ed  too  high, 
their  baJls  striking  always  above  our  heads. 
The  rebel  loss  in  killed  was  much  greater  than 
ours,  though  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  it 
correctly. 

I  could  not  imagine  a  more  gallant  charge 
made  with  more  femul  courage  and  confidence 
than  that  made  by  Colonel  Burke's  brigade 
through  that  dense  forest  Heedless  dike  of 
dangers  seen  and  unseen,  every  man  felt  himself 
a  host,  laid  pressed  forward  with  as  much  con- 
dence  of  success  as  if  the  battle  was  over  and 
the  victory  sdi^ady  won.  Nothing  short  of  an- 
nihilation could  resist  them.  When  they  learo» 
ed  afterwards  that  they  had  fought  the  flower  of 
the  rebel  army,  their  victory  grew  the  brighter, 
and  they  felt  certain  of  the  result  when .  the 
final  contest  shall  come. 

BeirecU  and  PwsuU, 

That  heading  tells  the  rest  of  my  story.  No 
man  can  tell  you  now  where  Oeneral  Sherman's 
army  has  been  since  Monday  last,  unless  the 
General  himself.  Every  road,  every  field ,  every 
by-path,  day  and  night,  has  been  thronged  and 
crowded  by  the  hot  pursuit  of  this  great  army. 
It  has  been  a  grand  charge  forward  of  men, 
horses,  artillery,  and  trains — ^the  earth  has  trem- 
bled with  the  vast  movement  All  the  wonder- 
ful energy  and  restlessness  of  its  great  leader 
seem  to  be  instilled  into  every  part  of  the  army, 
and  with  one  mind  and  one  purpose  everything 
goes  forward,  Nobody  doubts  the  result; 
ever^  one  knows  it  will  be  glorious. 

With  the  exception  of  here  and  there  a  riok 
plateau  or  valley,  tii«  couirtry  from  Calhoun  to 
kiiupiton  is  a  barren  pine-covered  wilderness. 
At  Adslrsville  there  is  a  long,  fertile  strip  of 
country.  Here  the  soil  is  good  in  some  places, 
but  covered  with  broken  stone.  Only  here  and 
there,  at  long  intervak,  do  we  see  a  good  farm- 
house or  country  residence.  Citisens  are  more 
scarce  than  houses.  Everybody  k  gone.  I 
have  seen  b«t  one  skve  man  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

In  the  operations  bo  far,  General  Dodge's 
command  has  taken  one  hundred  prisoners.  Of 
these  thirty-two  were  capturea  by  Colonel 
Burke's  brigade,  twenty-two  of  whom  were  ta- 
ken by  a  parfy  of  not  more  than  fifty,  at  the 
first  crossing  of  the  Oostenaula,  on  tibe  four- 
teenth. After  the  battk  of  the  sixteenth,  one 
rebel  found  two  or  three  of  our  men  lost,  and 
volunteered  to  show  them  back  to  our  camp. 
They,  trusted  him,  and  he  was  fiiithfuL  He  gave 
himself  up  as  a  desertek*. 

ANOTHER  AOOOUm'. 

Tin  Waon  ifniEABr  Dmaoa  or  ihb  HBEBqni,^ 
Miiy21,18M.    .      f 

On  Monday,  immediately  after  the  rebel  army 
had  evacuated  its  position  at  Sugar  Grove,  the 
Union  army  was  mobilized,  and  at  noon  was  on 
the  move  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  rebels. 
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Our  force  moved  in  three  grand  columna,  sweep-  • 
ing  ^he  country  for  twenty  miles.  The  reb«I 
wounded  and  dead  were  scattered  along  tiie 
road  and  in  the  edges  of  the  woods,  where  tem- 
porary hospitals  had  been  established.  Our 
surgeons  had  the  rebel  wounded  conveyed  to 
our  own  hospitals  in  the  rear  apd  cared  for. 
At  Resacca  the  rebel  commissary  left  behind 
in  his  flight  a  considerable  quantity  of  com 
and  meal,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  hospi- 
tals, or  given  to  the  soldiers. 

While  the  fight  was  progressing  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  at  Sugar  Creek,  McRierson  was 
engaged  in  sheUing  Resacca,  to«  interrupt  the 
passage  of  the  rebel  army,  which,  late  m  the 
day,  was  observed  to  be  moving  in  long  and 
unbroken  trains.  The  houses,  stores,  depot 
buildings,  telegraph  office,  were  riddled  by  the 
exploding  shells  and  round  shot,  and  the  place 
rendered  very  uncomfortable.  The  inhabitants, 
like  most  of  the  people  from  Dalton  and  Tilton, 
took  the  train  with  their  household  effects*  pro- 
visiona,  etc.,  and  went  Soutii.  The  few  who 
remained  stated  that  a  massacre  and  destruction 
of  the  people  was  expected,  from  the  statements 
of  the  rebel  officers  and  men.  The  order  for 
the  army  to  fall  back  was  captured  from  ^e 
rebel  courier  on  his  way  from  Johnston's  heafl- 
qusarters,  and  the  whole  programme  llius  re- 
vealed to  us. 

Taking  the  main  road  to  Resacca,  the  enem/b 
rear  passed  the  Coosawatchee  on  Sunday  fore- 
noon, and  burned  the  raifa*oad  bridge.  They 
also  attempted,  but  fedled,  to  destroy  the  trestle- 
bridge  near  it,  which,  with  our  pontoon,  served 
an  admirable  purpose  for  crossing  our  artillery 
and  ambulance  train.  , 

Resacca  was  strongly  fbrtiffed  by  ear&works 
oomnnuading  the  roaS,  which  passes  throng;^  a 
line  of  irregular  hills,  so  as  to  enfilade'  die  ap- 
proach. Being  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  which 
protects  it  on  three  sides,  and  with  forts  crown- 
ing all  the  prominent  bills  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  as  well  as  lone  lines  of  rifle-pits  running 
zig-zag  along  the  sides  and  baaes  of  the  undulat- 
ing ground,  it  would  have  been  next  to  impos- 
sible to  have  carried  the  place  by  assault  with- 
out the  greatest  destruction  to  the  attacking 
force.  It  might  have  been  taken  by  overcoming, 
first,  any  force  stationed  on  the  south  side,  and 
then  by  laying  siege  to  the  place,  and  driving 
out  the  enemy  by  artillery  at  long  range.  R 
was  evidently  no  part  of  the  rebel  programme 
to  make  a  stand  at  Resacca.  There  was  some 
necessary  detention  in  crossing  thia  river  by  the 
limited  means  provided,  but  before  sunset  the 
large  portion  of  the  forces,  with  the  immense 
wagon  train,  were  winding  over  the  hills  beyond 
Resiaicca,  while  the  left  wing  was  crossing  t^e 
river  at  Field's  Ferry,  and  going  by  ttie  way  of 
Newtown.  Stragglers  and  deserters  were  picked 
up  at  every  mile  of  the  march  ;  manv  of  them 
purposely  stopping  behind  and  giving  themselves 
nip.  The  road  was  lined  and  thickly  strewed 
with  broken  muskets,  blankets,  and  dothing, 


which  the  retreating  forces  had  thrown  awif 
to  facilitate  their  flight. 

On  Monday  evening  the  rear-guard  skir- 
mished lightly  with  our  advance,  but  as  they 
were  not  pushed  very  hard,  the  fight  was  not 
a  serious  one.  On  Tuesday  the  centre  columo, 
which  the  rebels  chiefly  pursued,  came  up  to 
and  passed  GaJhoui),  a  <|uiet  country  town  of 
about  four  hundred  inhabitants,  which  possesses 
many  attractions  for  a  country  residence.  The 
houses  indicated  to  some  extent  wealth  and 
thrift;  there  were  handsome  gardens,  shade 
tre^,  an  abundance  of  flowers,  and  other  evi- 
dences of  refinement  and  comfort  The  people 
had  mostly  followed  the  army  South.  Three 
miles  beyond,  at  the  "  Graves  House,"  the  rebelfl 
made  a  aetermined  stand,  and  our  skirmishers, 
assisted  by  artillery,  were  engaged  for  over 
two  hours  in  a  spirited  contest  with  the  enemy, 
whose  sharpshooters  occupied  the  octagon 
cement  house,  which  served  them  quite  well  for 
a  fort*  The  Union  skirmishers  of  General  How- 
ard's Fourth  corps,  Newton's  division,  occupied 
rail  barricades  and  trees,  behind  which  they  Iiad 
partial  shelter  while  peppering  away  at.&e 
enemy.  An  accident  occurred  here  from  the 
premature  bursting  of  a  shell  fired  from  the 
Sixth  Ohio  batterv,  which  killed  six  of  our  own 
men  and  wounded  several  others. 

There  is  too  much  of  this  defective  ammo- 
nition  among  our  ordnance  stores.  Who  is  in 
fault?  We  had  but  few  casualties,  and  went 
into  camp  on  the  eround,  the  heavens  being . 
lifted  up  by  the  £unes  of  burning  buildings 
on  the  Si^ton  estate,  where  the  fight  had  oo- 
curred. 

General  Thomas'  and  General  Howard's  heacK 
quarters  were  at  the  front 

Early  Wednesday  morning  the  army  was 
again  m  motion,  the  Fourth  corps  leading  the 
way.  The  estate  where  the  reoels  bad  made 
their  stand,  and  which  the  rebel  Generals  bad 
occupied  for  their  headquarters,  was  a  fine  cot- 
ton farm,  with  all  the  buildings,  presses,  gins, 
etc.,  attached.  The  dwelling  was  also  a  good 
one,  of  quite  large  dimensions.  The  soldiers 
were  permitted  to  rifle  it  of  the  old  *rags  and 
rubbish  left  by  ihe  occupants,  and  then  to  set 
it  on  fire,  with  aU  the  other  buildings  on  the 
estate— a  bad  use  to  make  of  an  enemy's  property, 
and  a  very  foolish  one,  if  it  were  not  our  own 
by  the  treasonable  act  of  the  owner.  How  far 
this  vandalism  is  to  be  tolerated  remains  to  be 
seen.  The  owners  were  undoubtedly  rebels,  as 
shown  by  the  letters  foirod  upon  the  premises, 
but  has  the  army  of  the  Union  come  into 
Georgia  to  bura  all  rebel  property,  and  to  lay 
waste  the  country  ?  and  if  not,  why  this  in- 
cendiary beginning  t 

The  country  becomes  more  open  as  we  ad- 
vance. There  are  finely  cultivated  fields  of 
com  an4  wheat  Some  of  the  houses  are  large, 
with  ample  Shaded  grounds,  with  cotton-presses, 
bams,  and  ottier  evidences  of  wealth.  We 
have  paeseihrthrough  the  poor  North  Georgia 
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bolder  of  BKodv,  hSiy  soil,  and  are  trendiing 
tipon  the  more  fertile  wheat  and  cotton  lands  of 
Middle  Geoi^ia.  We  have  already  passed 
tlrrougfa  three  counties,  and  will  soon  be  in  the 
foortlL 

Hie  centre  passed  through  AdairsviUe  this 
forenooD;  a  smaU,  bnt  heretofore  a  thriving 
town  of  two  or  three  hundred  inhabitants,  with 
t  hotel,  a  dozen  stores,  railroad  depot,  and  an 
extensive  machine  shop  and  arsenal,  where 
there  was  formerly  "a  large  manufactory  of 
anni.  All  the  people  have  run  away,  all  the 
goods  hav^  been  tasen — ^ey  had  light  loads  to 
carry  I  reckon — another  machine  shop  and 
fomiaiy  were  long  since  dismounted,  and  the 
work  r^Doved  to  Atlanta. 

Here  (lieatham  had  a  hospital,  in  the  loft  of  a 
kick  Btore,  where  he  left  behina  the  amputated 
leg  d*  an  unfortunate  rebel  soldier,  and  there 
were  other  limbs  in  dififerent  places  left  behind 
ae  evidence  of  the  bloody  character  of  the  pre- 
viott  dayH  fi^ht.  One  *or  two  dead  lay  in 
deserted  building  in  the  town.  Some  few 
ftnuHes  remained  here,  aad,  with  one  or  two 
exoepCoDS,  were  not  disturbed.  I  heard  some 
coorpkints  that  the  meat  and  flour  saved  for 
&muies'u8e  had  been  taken  by  our  soldiers. 
These  actions  were  unnecessary,  and  were  to  be 
attribated  solely  to  the  Ihieving  dispositions  ot 
Booie  of  the  men  generally,  ^  buzzards'*  who  are 
ahr^  s^agglins^  behind  the  army,  that  they 
ma^phnder  wim  the  greater  impunity.  Not 
Htafied  with  taking  articles  of  food,  and,  iti 
M&e  cases,  all  that  the^  can  lay  hands  on,  they 
bnak  and  destroy  fnrmture,  looms,  and  (arming 
inpl^entB,  in  the  most  wanton  spirit  llie 
oSDsnnder  of  the  Twenty-third  army  oor|)s,  I 
«n  pad  to  observe,  has  a  stringent  order  against 
this  indiscriminate  piDsging.  Officials  of  this 
corpSj  to  my  certain  knowledge,  have  set  their 
&ces  as  a  flint  against  these  outrages,  and  have 
done  an  flicy  could  to  prevent  theuL  Colonel 
BoH,  commanding  the  pioneer  corps,  is  also 
entifled  to  the  thanks  of  all  who  value  the  good 
Bame  of  the  army.  He  allows  no  soldiers  to 
0nter  a  house  upon  any  pretext,  and  when 
obBged  to  stop  for  water  at  a  well,  upon  any 
peraon's  premises,  personsdly  sees  that  they 
commit  no  depredations,  and  that  thsy  **  move 
*kmg."  Such  officers  redeem  the  chso^u^ter  of 
the  army. 

On  niday  morning  Rome  was  occupied  by 
Mcpherson,  who  came  upon  the  place  suddenly, 
and  prevented  ihe  destruction  of  the  machine- 
1^,  whidi  the  rebels  attenapted  to  bum.  I 
moBtand  that  a  considerable  number  of  pris- 
taera  were  also  captured. 

The  bridge  across  the  Keeacca  having  been 
repaired  \^  the  pioneer  corps  in  an  incredibly 
mrt  dme,the  trains  are  now  running  to  Kings- 
t«  with  supplies  for  the  army.  A  train  was 
iho  nm  up  to  Rome  on  Friday.  The  railroads 
^■w  aO  been  left  intact  by  the  retreating  army. 
Theyimdoubtadly  expect  to  return  and  have 
•efor  them  hereafter. 

the  Twentieth  and  Twenty4hird  corps,  oo- 


cupyinfif  the  left,  pushed  the  enemy  rapidly 
back,  sRirmishing  heavily  on  the  roads  beyond 
Kingston.  At  Qassville,  a  handsome  viUage  six 
miles  beyond  Kingston,  the  enemy  had  construct- 
ed earthworks,  and  after  occupying  for  a  time  the 
brick  college-buildings,  lately  used  for  hospitals, 
they  fell  back  through  tne  town,  taking  shelter  be- 
hind barricades  of  rails,  and  finally  going  to  the 
rifle-pits  on  the  range  of  high  ground  back  of 
the  village. 

General  Johnston  ordered  all  the  people  away, 
and  the  rebels  took  their  turn  in  pillaging  as 
they  passed  through  the  place.  The  work 
which  was  begun  by  the  rebel  soldiers,  was 
finished  by  our  own.  Not  one  house  escaped. 
Every  house  was  rifled  of  the  few  articles  left 
behind,  and  the  clothing  and  furniture  wantonly 
broken  up  and  destroj^.  Some  poor  families, 
who  only  left  their  houses  for  a  few  hours  to 
avoid  danger,  lost  all  they  possessed,  and  your 
corresponaent  witnessed  several  cases  of  the 
greatest  distress  growing  out  of  these  cases  of 
brigandage.  Women  and  children  were  fre- 
quently seen  weeping  and  mourning  in  the 
midst  of  the  wreck  which  war  had  made.  They 
had  not  a  shred  of  personal  or  of  bed-clothine 
to  jcover  them.  Their  houses  had  been  emptied 
of  everything  except  the  fragments  of  torn 
garments  ana  broken  furniture,  which  lay  in  a 
pile  about  the  floor,  and  every  morsel  of  food 
had  been  taken  away.  These  people  will  have 
to  be  fed  out  of  army  rations  or  perish. 

The  enemy  fell  back  doggedly  towards  High 
Tpwer,  on  the  Etowah  River,  crossed  over  and 
burned  the  bridge,  closely  pursued  by  Greneral 
Schofteld*s  corps.  The  day  was  extremely  hot, 
and  the  roads  filled  a  foot  deep  with  impalpa- 
ble dust,  which  whirled  and  eddied  in  suffocat- 
ing clouds,  enveloping  the  army,  and  partially 
shntting  fiJl  objects  nom  tight  It  will  take 
several  days  to  construct  the  bridge  across  the 
Etowah,  which  will  have  to  be  done  under  the 
enemy's  fire,  or  we  shall  have  to  cross  by  some 
other  route,  and  push  them  further  baclc.  TIm 
army  is  soon  to  go  marching  on.  The  officers 
and  men  are  in  good  spirits. 

Johnston's  army  drew  rations  here  for  seventy- 
nine  thousand  menr-eo  says  an  escaped  officer* 
General  Polk  holds  their  right,  corresponding 
to  our  left,  General  Hood  the  centre,  and  G^- 
eral  Hardee  ihe  left  We  have  taken  some 
three  or  four  hundred  prisoners  during  the  past 
two  days. 

SundAy,  Hay  M,  1864. 

The  enemy  still  have  a  small  party  of  skir- 
mishers on  this  side  of  the  Etowah  or  ^gh 
fewer,  in  their  earthworks,  and  we  have  had 
some  skinnishing  with  them.  Preparations  are 
making  for  another  grand  advance,  when  these 
rear-guards  of  the  reoel  army  will  probably  get 
up  tho  dust  We  shall  have  some  show  of 
a  fight,  probably,  before  getting  across  the. 
river. 

General  Judah  has  been  rdieved  of  the  oom- 
mand  of  the  Second  division,  Twenty-third  army 
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corps,  and  (General  M.  8.  HasoaV  appointed  in 
his  place.  The  latter  commander  mis  steadily 
progressed  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of,  the 
army  since  he  came  to  the  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

I  have  jnst  seen  a  copy  of  the  Cor^ederacy^ 
published  at  Atlanta,  May  fifteen,  which  con- 
tains an  editorial  article  copied  from  the  Of^ioago 
Times  of  Abril  tiiirty,  giving  the  exact  sirength 
of  General  Steele's  armv  in  Louisiana,  the  po- 
sition of  his  forces,  and  the  exact  distance  of 
his  army  from  his  base  of  supplies ;  also  hinting 
that  emaSL  reinforcements  of  Price  would  be 
able  to  overwhelm  and  captare  his  whole  com- 
mand. Here  i«  ^  liberty  of  the  press"  with  a 
vengeance. 

Battle  <^  8ugcar  VaU&y,  or  BeBooouk, 

The  heaviest  fightbie  of  the  campai^  has 
taken  place  to-day,  and  thoi^h  it  was  indeci- 
sive, we  h»ve  cause  to  be'  thankful  at  the  re- 
sults. 

Our  Kne,  as  Ibrmed  last  nidit,  was  in  the 
fotm  of  a  semicircle,  to  the  nortn-west  of  Sugar 
Valley,  while  the  Oostenaula  River  completes 
the  circle  on  the  south-east  Sugar  Valley  is  a 
fertile  little  plain  of  about  ten  square  miles  in 
size,  much  broken  by  hills,  which  at  this  season 
of  the  year  are  covered  by  a  dense  undergrowth 
of  small  trees  and  vines,  rendering .  them  very 
diflkmlt  to  penetrate.  It  was  in  liiis  valley,  be- 
tween the  projected  Rome  and  Dalton  RaUro^ 
and  the  river  that  endrcles  Resacca  and  Tilton, 
that  the  enemy  made  a  ^nd  after  beinjr  closely 
pressed  on  his  retreat  from  Dalton.  From,  our 
ctntre  to  the  river,  the  distance  this  morning 
was  about  seven  miles.  Our  line  extends  com- 
pletely around  the  valley,  McPherson's  right 
resting  on  the  river  near  its  junction  witii  the 
Oothkalaga  Creek,  or  Calhoun,  while  flie  left 
strikes  the  river  north  of  Tilton,  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  river  with  Swamp  Creek,  that  takes 
its  rise  in  the  hiMs  of  Sugar  Valley.  Lick  ana 
GMnp  creeks  also  burst  out  fi*om  the  hiUs  in  the 
valley  and  empty  their  waters  into  the  Ooste- 
naula River,  which  is  very  broad  and  deep,  but 
can  be  forded,  when  the  water  is  low.  at  six 
I>eintB.  The  above  is  as  intelligible  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  field  as  can  be  given  without  Oie  aid 
of  a  map ;  and  now  for.  the  opening  of  the  bsQL 

As  I  have  ah-eady  said,  our  line  was  formed 
in  a  half  circle,  extending  from  the  river  on  the 
left  to  a  point  on  the  river  near  Calhoun.  The 
corps  occupied  positions  in  the  Ihie  as  follows, 
extending  from  right  to  left:  first,  McPherson ; 
second,  Hooker;  third,  Pahner;  fourth,  Scho- 
field ;  fifl^,  Howard. 

Shdrmishing  commenced  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  many  prisoners  were  brought  in  as  the 
rmlt,  although  the  attack  made  by  us  was  but 
fainlly  responded  to.  Skirmishing  continued, 
with  occasional  truces,  lasting  from  ten  to  thirty 
minutes,  all  the  morning.  Meantime  our  Gene-, 
ral  officers  were  not  idle.  Generals  German 
and  Thomas,  with  their  indefht^ble  corps  com- 


man4era, ' od®  along  the  line  with  th«ir  sttfti 
personally  superintending  the  parking  of  aaA^i 
lances  and  ammunition  tiains.  and  asaupai|| 
batteries  to  positions  where  tney  coi:^d  be  m 
llie  most  service  in  the  event  of  a  general  ea* 
gaf ement   .  J 

At  nine  o'clock  Qeneral  Schofield  was  ordved] 
t9  withdraw  his  corps  from  the  part  oC  the  Boa 
between  Palmer  and  Hooker,  and  take  a  now 
position  on  the  left  of  Newton's  division  of  tital 
Fourth  corps.  Palmer  closed  up  the  gu)  between 
his  left  and  Newton,  and  Juoah's  and  (kn^gi^ 
visions  of  Schofield's  corps  capie  up  in  tl&eplaGa 
assigned  to  them.  Hovey's  Wigaae  of  &a 
Second  corps  was  left  in  reserve,  and  did  not 
participate  in  the  oattle  of  to-day.  J^  som 
mistake  in  the  giving  or  reception  of  the  order, 
General  Cox's  division  fedled  to  ^et  up  in  tkn^j 
and  Judi^  and  the  force  on  his  nght  advancM 
upon  the  enen^,  thus  leaving  a  gap  of  half  i 
mile  between  Judah's  left  and  Stanley '0  ng)it, 
which  was  promptiy  fiHed  by  cavalry.  Conaid- 
erable  confusion  ToUowed  the  announcemeot  of 
the  existence  of  this  gap,  and  staff  officers  in 
vain  rode  for  hours  m  search  of  Cox's  diTisioo 
through  the  thick  underbrush  in  which  our  line  j 
was  formed.  It  was  lost,  and  staff  officers  le-j 
ported  that  General  Schofield  could  obtaiftno 
intelligence  from  it 

Greneral  Judah,  just  before  noon,  received  auj 
ordei  from  General  Schofield  to  open  the  attad^. 
and  though  his  left  flank  was  liable  at  any  mo- 
ment to  be  turned,  he  informed  General  Scho- 
field of  the  fact,  and  at  once  moved  forwanl 
upon  the  enemv's  skirmishers.  The  boys  moved 
rapidly  through  the  vines  and  shrubbery,  dona 
the  valley,  drove  the  enemy  before  them,  and 
with  a  cheer  crossed  the  deep  gorge  near  which 
the  enemy  had  thrown  xmstrong  breastworks 
commanding  the  vafley.  The  enemy  opened  a 
very  destructive  fire,  and  for  half  an  hour  the 
battle  was  a  bloody  one,&amun  lin^  being 
within  a  few  yards  of  eaoh  other.  The  enea^ 
at  once  opened  a  destructive  fire  from  their 
artillery,  which  the  brave  division  stood  for 
some  time,  vainly  striving  by  superhuman  ef- 
forts to  carry  the  breastworks.  It  was  repulsed 
i^r  a  gallant  effort,  and  retired  into  the  vall^ 
in  disorder.  We  had  not  yet  got  up  on  the  ten, 
and  no  artillery  support  w'as  at  hand.  Never- 
theless, Genml  Judah  resolved  not  to  retire 
without  one  more  effort  Collecting  togethei 
the  fragments  of  liis  broken  but  not  discouraged 
regiments,  a  new  line  was  hastily  formed,  and 
the  whole  division  was  just  in  the  act  of  ad' 
vancing  in  a  charge  which  all  felt  would  hayc 
put  it  in  possession  of  the  enemv's  line  of  works 
when  the  division  was  relieved  by  General  New 
ton's  division  of  the  Eleventh  corps.  In  thi 
meantime  the  gap  in  the  line  was  filled,  Cox  tool 
his  position,  and  for  an  hour  the  inceasant  rol 
of  the  musketry,  as  volley  after  volley  w« 
poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  as  vig 
oroudy  returned,  told  that  the  conflict  was  i 
desperate  one.  Artillery  fire  was  delivercc 
into  the  enemy's  ranks  rapidly,  and  with  excel 
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kDt  «fie€i  Thrnr  artillery  did  not  do  arnoh 
injarj,  aa  I^ilBer  had  aiknoed  eight  gima  with 
his  legnaentey  who  voder  cover  acted  as  aharp- 
tt&iaoten,  and  picked  off  the  cannonfera  as  often 
as  tb^  advanced  to  work  their  pieoee.  No  bet^ 
^,t«r  evifjlence  can  be  given  of  the  aespcumto  natoae 
hof  tfie  OQnflict  between  Judah's  division  and  the 
eno^.thui  the  loss  in  McLean's  brieade,  which 
weDtfoto  dbe  fight  with  one  tbouaand  three  hun- 
dred and  eig)i*]F^iglit  men,  and  lost  five  hundred 
ud  lUDetjr-five  In^ibe  short  time  it  waa-««- 
Kj^  General  NewtcAU  divisf on  pressed  the 
eoMDj  8tioiudi7,  aad  inflicted  serious  mjnry 
i^xm  him.  Every  Bian,  with  the  exception  of 
ulf  a  doaen  ste^igf^ler%  stood  up  to  the  work 
lib  Tetenuts.  A  piece  of  a  shell  struck  Qem- 
oib  Hooker  and  Manson,  but  both  escaped 
wittioat  serious  injury,  Qeneral  Hooker  remain- 
iq^  on  the  field  for  some  time,  while  General 
luDioa  is  r^idlv  recovering  from  the  effects 
of  tbe  shook.  About  two  o*dock  the  firing 
(m  ^  centre  in  front  of  Newton  subsided  into 
t^^skiraushfire. 

The  diTision  of  General  Gox,  which  finally 
tacMd  jxp  on  Judah's  left^  fought  with  great 
Dlock  aod  obstinacy,  driving  me  skirmishers 
back  i^Km  their  main  line  and  the  line  into  their 
brositvorks,  from  which  thev  poured  into  his 
noks  pn  iooeesant  fire  of  sheU  and  ball ;  across 
^ralle78,up  hills,  through  gorges,  and  ravines, 
tibay  were  driven,  until  they  gained  their  first 
line  of  riflef>itSb  Gox  soon  dislodged  them  and 
seat  them  back  howling  to  their  more  formida- 
bk  breaatworts.  At  wis  moment  Gox  found 
tbat  he  was  out  oi  ammunition,  and  bv  some 
it^id  Idnnder  on  the  part  of  somebod^,  the 
turns  were  too  far  in  ue  rear  from  which  to 
replsBish  his  cartridge-boxes.  Yet  he  was  de- 
tenuned  not  be  foilec^  and  gathering  together 
>n  his  strength,  he  advanced  nis  line.  A  cheer 
veat  np  from  hie  boys,  and  resounded  throuRh 
tbebifi  as  his  serried  line  advanced  upon  me 
ewniy's  works,  which  thev  carried  at  the  point 
<rf  Ae  bayonet  in  splendid  alyle ;  but  not  with- 
out tbe  loss  of  many  brave  inen. 

Ibe  heaviest  fighting  of  the  dapr  was  on  the 
cttitie.  Pakner's  corps,  on  the  right  of  New- 
toa's  division,  had  heavy  skirmishing  along  the 
wbole  hne,  laisting  from  half-past  twelve  until 
one  o'ckxdc,  when  Garlin's  bri^e,  of  Johnson's 
diriiioQ,  advanced  down  a  uope  of  a  hill,  and 
droTe  tiie  enemy  into  their  breastworks  on  the 
M^  side  of  a  mll,riBiitf^  out  of  the  vaUey  on  the 
•oath.  An  assault  on  the  breastworks  was  not 
fi'dered.  The  Inr^ade  at  once  sought  oover  in 
a  ditdi,  formed  by  a  dried  up  stream,  and  until 
nisbt  covered  them,  acted  as  sharpshooters  and 
^Q  cood  execution  in  silencing  batteries  en- 
ppd  in  enfflading  Judah.  and  Newton.  Mitch- 
wi  brig^,  of  I&vis'  ^vision,  got  into  a  simi- 
v^positioii  and  nicked  off  every  rebel  whose 
beid  protruded  above  the  breastworks. 

Torcfain's  brigade,  of  Baird's  division,  iofned 
^adah  on  the  left  of  Pahner's  corps  and  fought 
d«^crat^,  but  were  oompeUea  to  fidl  teck 
vitb  Jndah's  division.    The  loss  in  the  corps, 
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ouMde  of  Tupohin's  hcigade,  waa  light 
tain  McDowell,  a  promisiiu;  youns  ofiBcer  of  t 
FifteeuUi  Kent]icky«  was  killed  curing  the  en- 
gagement. Gaptain  Sheridan,  of  the  Sixth  Ohio, 
well-known  in  Gincinuati  as  an  actor  of  some . 
f^Sity,  is  among  the  wounded,  and  will  j^roba- 
bly  be  -compelled  to  subiidi  to  the  amputation  of 
his  right  arm. 

The  Fourth  corpa,  under  command  of  Maior- 
Qenetal  Howard,  the  "  one  armed  veteran,*'^  as 
he  is  eijded  in  the  corps,  played  a  veiy  conspio^ 
uous  part  in  the  tragedy  of  war  enacted  to-oay. 
AU  the  corps,  witfi  the  exception  of  Beatiy's 
fighting  brigade,  for  which  room  could  not  be 
found,  as  tne  drde  was  gpradually  compressed 
as  we  advanced,  was  engaged  and  covered  itself 
with  imperishable  ^lory.  Wood's  division  was 
ordered  into  position  on  the  right  of  General 
Stanley  just  before  noon,  and  was  soon  hotly  en- 
eaged  with  Hazen's  and  Willich's  briffaaas  driv- 
ine  the  enemy.  Fo(  some  time  a  oestructive 
in^try  and  artillery  fire  was  kq>t  up,  and  ere 
long  his  main  line  advanced  in  overwhelming 
strenfftli  upon  the  enemy,  who  fled,  at  his  ap- 
proadi«  to  his  rifle-pits,  from  whicn  tlie  ener- 
getic Wood  soon  dislo<i(ged  him  and  compelled 
him  to  seek  shelter  under  cover  of  their  breast- 
works, from  which  he  was  driven  later  in  tiie 
day.  Hazen  and  Willich*s  losses  were  severe, 
but  nothing  in  comparison  with  those  in  the 
Tweniy-third  corps,  which,  to-day,  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  battle. 

After  three  o'clock  the  resistanoa  offered  by 
the  enemy  on  the  centre,  through  which  be  had 
vainly  striven  to  force  a  passage,  erew  more 
lax,  and  very  little  firing  other  than  drirmiahing 
waa  heard.  Foiled  at  every  point  in  hu 
efforts  to  break  our  walls  of  iron  that  envi- 
roned him,  Johnston,  earlv  in  the  afternoon, 
comnmkoed  massins^  heavi]^  on  our  left,  where 
Stanley,  with  as  brave  a  division  as  ever 
marohed  to  the  music  of  the  Union,  had  been 
akinnisbing  and  feeling  the  enfimy  while  await- 
ing the  developments  of  the  enemy *s  attempt 
to  break  the  centre.  G^corals  Sherman  and 
Thomas  were  not  fdow  to  aet»ci  the  enemy's 
design,  and  preparations  to  resist  it  were  at 
once  commenced.  Joe  Hooker's  gallant  Poto- 
mac Teterans  were  selected  at  once,  and  imme- 
diately retired  from  the  line  and  commenced 
moving  to  th^  left  of  Stanley,  whose  flank  was 
covered  by  McCook's  cavalry,  in  front  of  which 
Johnston  was  massing  his  columns  for  the  dea^ 
perate  effort    Hooker  arrived  none  too  soon. 

At  seven  o'clock,  when  quiet  reigned  along 
the  whole  line,  with  an  occasional  interruption 
from  a  sharpshooter's  rifle,  the  expected  attack 
came.  Down  upon  Stanley's  exposed  flank  came 
the  enemy  in  overwhehmng  numbers.  For  a 
few  minutes  the  line  nobly  resisted  ihe  terrific 
shock ;  but  as  it  was  renewed  with  ten-fold  fury 
by  the  enemy,  who  fought  with  a  desperation 
equal  to  any^ung  ever  performed  by  our  own 
soldiery^  the  line  wavered,  and  the  raiments 
on  the  left  were  giving  back  in  confrision  and 
disorder)  when,  Aove  the  roar  oi  the  artillery 
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aad  mnsketr^  Diat  Beevoed  to  mulko  the  old  llfllfi 
tremble  and  qoBke,  a  cheer  wai  heard,  and  into 
the  deadly  breach,  over  the  clead  bodies  of  the 
fieJlen,  came  on  the  dotible-quick  Robmson's  bri- 
gade, who  adran(9ed  to  theadsiinlt  with  des- 
perate .determination  to'  drive  back  the  solid 
colmnnrt  of  the  enemy,  and  save  tiie  army  &om 
disaster.  Nobly  they  met  the  enemy,  and  when 
ISbe  shock  came,  reeling  like  dnmken  men,  the 
Hne  of  the  enemy  was  broken  and  8Qx>*''Hu2k, 
smarting  nnder  the  shock.  The  contest  was  of 
short  duration,  but,  while  it  lasted,  the  row:  of 
artillery  and  the  roll  of  musketry  told  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  critical  moments  of  the 
day — a  period  when  flie  heart  of  the  listener 
seemed  to  stand  still  in  suspense.  The  Fourth 
corps  will  never  forget  Hooker  and  the  noble 
brigade  which,  at  a  moment  when  Hhe  fate  of 
ftie  army,  and  peilisqps  of  the  nation,  hung  upon 
a  slender  thre»l,  which  ther  enemy  woul^  hay« 
severed,  came  up  and  turned  the  tide  of  battle. 
A  nation's  thanks  are  diie  to  Joe  Hooker,  and 
may  it  tiever  forget  Robinson's  brave  brigade, 
wliose  gallantry  to-night  is  on  tfvery  tongue. 

In  summing  up  tiro  results  of  me  ds^,  I  am 
pained  to  say  that,  while  we  have  driven  the 
enemy  at  every  point  where  he  presented  hita- 
self  in  force,  our  losses  are  heavy.  Probably 
two  thousand  will  not  cover  the  killed,  wctunded, 
and  missing.  Nearly  all  of  the  killed  and 
wdunded  are  in  our  hands,  as  we  were  not 
driven  a  foot,  except  in  those  instances  a]ready 
recorded.  f>ur  line  on  the  feft  centre  and  centre 
has  advanced  over  a  mile  from  itrposition  of  the 
morning.  We  have  made  heavy  slaughter  in 
^e  enemy's  ranks — ^whose  loss  mtst  be  larger 
than  ours.  We  have  lost  but  a  few  prisoners, 
and  taken  about  two  hundred,  among  whom  is 
the  Colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Akl&ma  regi- 
ment; a  very  intelligent  oflBcer,  who  estimates 
the  rebel  forces,  incmding  Polk,  who  is  here,  at 
fifty-five  thousand.  He  mforms  me  that  their 
only  loss  in  General  officers'is  Brigadier-General 
Tucker,  slightly  wounded.  So  far,  all  goes  well. 
The  enemy  is  hemmed  in  between  our  lines  and 
the  river,  which  is  not  now  fordahle,  and  will 
hardly  get  off  Without  giving  us  a  general  en- 
gagement -When  the  fftudent  of  military 
strategy  takes  up-  a  map  atid  etaminet  the 
countiy  of  this  region  of  Gebrgia^  he  cannot 
but  feel  impressed  with  the  masteriy  movements 
of  German,  which  hav^  placed  us  in  so  favor- 
able h  position. 

During  last  night  quiet  reigned  along  the 
whole  Ime,  the  enemy  beine:  very  quiet  and 
rarely  firing  a  shot  The  fauftig  of  trees  and 
the  sound  of  axmen,  however,  convinced  our 
:  commanders  that  the  Rebels  were  erecting 
5  fltroneer  fortifications  upon  the  innumerable 
hills  mat  rise  out  of  fhe  valley.  At  half-past 
severrin  the  morning  our  skirmishers  opened 
fire  upon  the  rebel  line,  which  was  m  vigor- 
ously returned  upon  tih«  left  and  lefS  centre. 
The  enemy,  however,  did  not  seem   disposed 


to  attack  with  their  main  line,  after  the  feorfol 
slaughter  and  repulse  that  Hooker  administered 
to  fh^m  last  night  It  waaf  not  untfl  nine  of  ten 
o'cloclrin  Ae  morning  that  the  Twentietfa  o^^ 
arrived  from  the  right,  and  got  into  position  on 
Stanley's  left  The  Twenty-third  corps  "^W  im- 
mediately withdratfrn  from  the  right  o^^tl^®  line 
and  thrown  in  on  the  left  As  ot^  line  was 
nearly  fourteen  miles  long,  thes*  necessary 
changes  occupied  ndariy  tiie  ^iitire  morning,  so 
tiiat  mid-dny  idrrt^^  art)  we  were  read  j  to  make 
fte  assault  on  die  enemy's  Mrorks. 

Hooker  threw  forward  Butterfield's  division 
ag^nst  the  enemy's  strongest  position,  sup- 
ported bv  WilMamir  and  Gkwy^  divisions,  and 
the  battle  opened  vigorously  on  both  sides. 
Hooker  fougnt  for  three  or  four  hours  and 
made  steady  headway,  cairviog  line  after  line 
of  rifle-pits,  until  Butterfield's  division  encoim- 
tered  a  lunette  of  formidable  size.  Sevcnl 
a^tempte  were  made  to  parry  it,  and  capture  its 
four  guns,  which  Were  pouring  a  destrucfive 
fire  into  our  lines,  but  the  attempt  was  futile. 
The  troops  foi^t  with  great  desperation,  but 
as  often  as  they  advancea  upon  the  lunette  the 
terrific  volleys  of  musketry  firom  the  enemy  in 
the  fortification  buried  them  back  in  confusion. 
At  last  Butterfield  charged  forward  and  took  a 
position  under  the  protecting  worki  of  the  fort, 
so  close  to  the  guns  wfthin  that  they  could  be 
touched  by  the  men's  hands.  In  the  efibrt  to 
gain  this  uneicposed  position,  the  contest  was 
abMody  one,  Geary's  envision  supporting  Butter- 
field.  Ward's  brigade,  which  were  participat- 
ing hi  their  first  battie,  fought  with  marked 
determination,  and  contributed  much  to  secure 
the  position. 

After  vain  efforte  to  capture  the  lunette,  ftom 
which  tihie  enemy  poured  Into  our  ranks  gn^e, 
canister,  and  sharpnel.  Hooker's  forces  gave  up 
the  unequal  contest,  and  during  the  ba^ce  of 
the  day  lay  under  the  breastworks  protected 
fit)m  the  enemy's  fire,  and  pi(±ing  off  every 
rebel  who  showed  himself  above  the  works. 
Darkness  found  him  In  this  position,  and  he  at 
once  matured jplans  for  capturing  th6  works  by 
strategy,  under  cover  of  the  night  The  pioneers 
were  brought  up ;  the  ends  dug  out  of  (he 
works,  and  the  guns  drawn  out  oy  the  aid  of 
fopes,  under  a  destructive  fire  from  the  occn- 
papts  of  the  works,  who  were  driven  out  or 
captured,  as  our  troops  swarmed  in  fhrough 
the  opening  in  overwhelming  numbers.  The 
guns  were  Tour  twelve-pound  brass  pieces  j  a 
numbet  of  batHe-fiags,  including  those  of  the 
Thirty^ighth  and  Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  were 
captured,  with  over  two  hundred  prisoners. 
F^nsoners  report  General  Walthall  (rebel)  killed, 
and  General  Tucker  W(junded, 

The  tosses  in  Hooker's  corps  were  very  heavy, 
especially  in  the  repeated  charges  upon  the 
enemy's  works.  Btttterfield  lost  about  five  hnn- 
dred ;  Geary  one  hundred  ;  and  Williams'  divis- 
ion about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  making  Hook- 
er's loss  about  seven  hundred  and  fif^  in  the 
battle  of  the   afternoon.     The   Twenty-third 
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torpt,  which  was  moTed  around  from  the  right, 
as  a  sapport  for  Hooker,  lost  slightly.     ' 
Abont  two  o'clock  the  enemy,  leamhig  from 

Srisoners  taken  from  its,  that  Hovey's  Indiana 
ivisiou  of  **  raw  recruits"  held  a  position  in 
tiie  line,  and  smarting  nnder  their  successiTe 
repulses  on  other  portions  of  the  line,  hnrled 
a  heavy  force  npon  Hovey,  convinced  ttiat  the 
recruits  would  run.  Not  so,  however,  The 
rebels  held  a  stroh^  position  in  a  gorge  in  the 
hiUs,  and  out  of  their  breastworks  they  swarmed 
in  brge  nmnbers  and  made  a  fhrious  attack 
upon  liie  divnion,  whidi  nobly  repulsed  them 
alter  a  short  and  bloody  contest  of  fifteen  min- 
utes. The  assault  was  renewed,  when  the  **  raw 
Hoosiers"  charged  upon  them  on  the  double- 
quick,  under  heavy  fire  of  grape,  and  literally 
mowed  them  down.  They  md  not  assault  the 
Indianians  the  third  time.  To-night  the  en- 
oomiums  of  the  whole  corps  are  being  shower- 
ed upon  Hovey's  division,  who  have  written  a 
glorious  introductory  chapter  in  their  history. 

Abotit  ten  p.  m.,  Hooker's  command  cdkn- 
menced  throwing  up  breastworks  to  strengthen 
tfietr  position ;  anii  to  cover  their  movements,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  advance  their  skirmish 
line.  In  doing  so  the  gkirmiabGrs  ran  af^uikBt 
tiie  rebel  line.  Inrnietliately  a  heavy  ftrtillery 
and  musketry  fire  openod  from  both  contcBt^ 
ants,  which  lasted  untti  twu  o'clock  in  thi>  morn- 
ing. The  night  battie  was  d^peftitc  Lind  Idkees 
on  both  aides  heavy,  pr^>bablj  thxm  hnndrod 
kQled  and  wounded.  At  two  tho  rebola  Tvt?re 
repulsed  along  ttie  whole  line ;  a  di  afening 
cheer  rang  o(h  on  the  night  utr,  and  ^  \vus  stiD 
save  ^e  piteous  moaua  ^f  tlitj  dying-i  who  lay 
upon  the  moody  field,  awaiting  with  antioty 
me  early  dawn,  when  they  ^xre  gathered  iiito 
the  hospitals,  and  every  care  bestowed  upon 
fliem  by  our  hard-working  surgeons. 

Monday,  Ifay  10. 

The  morning  was  very  bright,  but  the  whole 
vaDey  was  filled  with  smoke  and  fog.  At  dav- 
light  not  a  gun  was  heard.  Newton  inmiedi- 
ately  advanced  to  fe^l  the  enemy,  and  discov- 
ered that  they  had  disappeared. 

The  Betreat  across  the  Oostmavla,     , 

Immediately  upon  being  informed  of  the 
evacuation  of  the  valley,  Qeneral  Howard  in- 
ftmned  Ckneral  Sherman,  and  our  lines  at  once 
advanced.  It  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  made  good  his  retreat,  carrying  off  all  his 
artillery,  but  destroying  his  wagon  trains  by 
fire  lest  they  should  fallinto  our  hands.  I  have 
just  made  a  tour  of  the  field  on  the  left,  and 
ind  it  coyered  with  rebel  dead  and  wounded,  all 
of  whom  were  left  in  our  hands  for  burial  and 
treatment.  Prisoners,  at  the  horn:  I  write,  nine 
A.  M.,  are  bemg  brought  in  by  hundreds.  The 
victory  is  complete  so  fer,  but  would  have 
been  more  so  had  McPhefson's- corps  been  en- 
abled to  cross  l^e  river  and  taJce  a  position  in 
ttie  rebel  rear.    McPherson  made  several  at- 


teftipts  to  Arow  down  the  pontoons  and  cross 
his  corps,  but  the  enemy  poured  such  a  raking 
fire  into  his  pontoons  that  the  work  had  to  be 
abandoned.  I  have  no  particulars  i)f  what  was 
accomplished  by  McPherson's  command,  but  I 
learn  mat  the  Fifteenth  corps,  under  Lognan,  lost 
forty-eight  killed  and  four  hundred  and  forty- 
ei^t  wouiided. 

Our  total  losses  ar6  estimated  at  from  four 
thousand  to  five  thousand,  of  whom  fully  two 
thousand  are  so  slightly  wounded  in  the  hands 
and  feet  that  they  wiU  be  fit  for  duty  in  two  or 
three  weeks.  The  killed  wiU  amount  to  about 
eight  hundred,  among  whom  are  lAany  brave 
officers  who  hav^  left  behind  them  brilliant  re- 
cords'. Ohio  has  lost  her  fuB  proportion.  Indi- 
ana, too,  will  mourn  the  loss  of  many  of  her 
brave  sons. 

The  enemy's  losses  are  fully  As  large  as  ours, 
if  not  larger.  In  every  assault  upon  our  lines 
their  loss  was  ^rery  heavy,  and  thsy  were  driven 
back,  •  leaving  hundreds  of  their  killed  and 
wounded  in  our  bands  each  day. 

We  have  taken  nearly  four  thotlsand  prison- 
ers and  deserters,  including  many  Colonels. 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  Majors,  and  line  and  staff 
ofiio<  rs.  Many  of  them  were  willing  prisoners, 
who  remained  in  the  rebel  works  and  surren- 
der ed  wheij  we  advanced  in  pursuit. 

f^ii  the  ovacnaiton  of  the  valley,  the  enemy 
crossed  slU  hig  ciird  and  locomotives  and  burned 
five  spiiu  of  the  niil\^"av  i)ridge,  which  can 
be  repaired,  however^  in  one  or  two  days.  At 
nine  this  (Mutidaj)  nj^irning,  Hooker's  corps 
threw  flown  pontoons  and  crossed  near  Re- 
sac  cu,  while  Schofiejd  ie  crossing  on  the  left 
near  Peltjon.  'T\\^  cavalry,  under  Stoneraan  and 
McCuuk,  commenced  the  pursuit  early  in  the 
morning,  and  at  the  present  writing  they  are 
engaging  the  enemy  with  artillery.  Brisk  firing 
can  be  heard,  and  the  rebel  rear-guard  are  evi- 
dently meeting  with  a  warm  parting  salute  from 
our  cavalry,  which  this  season  is  in  excellent 
trim  and  superior  to  that  of  former  seasons. 
McCook,  dtoneman,  and  Kilpatrick,  are  dashing 
dfficers,  who  never  reftise  a  nght,  and  invariably 
whip  their  antagonists  when  the  forces  engagea 
are  at  all  equal. 

Two  battles,  two  defeats,  and  two  retreats, 
have  so  dispirited  the  enemy  that  it  fc  almost 
idle  to  speoolate  upon  what  he  will  probably 
do,  or  where  he  will  make  his  next  stand. 
Sherman  is  too  much  for  Johnston,  especially 
on  the  flanking  process,  and  it  is  not  unhkely 
that  the  rebel  chieftain  will  retreat  until  he 
reaches  the  Altoona  range  of  mountains,  where 
he  can  better  protect  his  flanks  than  he  could 
at  Buzzard  Roost  and  Sugar  Valley.  Citizens  and 
deserters  say  that  the  Altoona  Mountains  are 
filled  with  very  powerful  fortifications  capable  of 
great  resistance,  and  that  the  enemy  will  make 
a  stand  there  and  give  us  battle.  6e  that  as  it 
may,  the  country  may  rely  upon  Sherman  and 
Thomas,  and  the  invincible  force  they  command, 
for  working  oitt  a  more  glorious  victory  than 
the  one  Just  achieved. 
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For  tlie  benefit  of  thoee  csro^kms  who  as^ 
never  satdsfied  with  the  results  of  oor  move- 
ments upon  the  enemjj  I  will  hrieflj  state 
wherein  oor  yictory  consists.  We  have  driven 
the  enemy  over  fc^  miles,  compelled  him  to 
evacuate  a  position  at  Buzsard  Boost  that  mav 
be  justly  s^ied  the  stronghold  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, recovered  a  large  amount  of  territory, 
repulsed  Johnston  in  e^ery  attack  upon  our 
lines,  taken  four  thousand  prisoners,  compefled 
him  to  abandan  his  fortifications  near  Resaoca, 
and  destrov  his  whole  ammunition  and  supply 
trains,  inflicted  heavy  losses  upon  him,  and  de- 
moralized his  army  to  a  great  extent  As  an 
ofibet,  the  enemy  has  taken  but  one  hundred  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  inflicted  a  loss 
upon  us  equal  to  their  own,  and  by  their  pre- 
cipitate retreat  stimulated  our  troops  to  greater 
efibrts  when  thev  asain  meet  Johnston  and  his 
foUowere  upon  the  field  of  batde. 

To  show  that  Sherman,  on  his  advance  into 
the  heart  of  Georgia,  is  stren^y  in  earnest  and 
determined  to  conquer,  I  may  state  that  he 
keepf  the  railroad  communication  with  his 
army  complete.  Three  hours  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Dalton,  heavy  trains  loaded  with  sup- 
plies arrived  from  Rin^old,  and  before  night 
the  town  presented  qmte  a  business  aspect 
The  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  had  not  vacated 
Resacca  two  hours,  ere  the  ramiliar  whistle  of 
Sherman's  train  was  heard  by  the  retreating 
army.  The  telegraph  line  was  kept  up  well  by 
Captain  Van  Duzen,  who  followed  in  the  rear 
of  our  advancing  columns,  and  repaired  it  thor- 
oughly. Resacca  is  now  the  advanced  depot 
for  suj^lying  the  armv,  whkh  is  well  provis- 
ioned  with  bacon,  hard-tack,  coffee,  and  all  the 
et  ceHeras  of  the  Commissary  department 

The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  variously  estima- 
ted at  from  fifty-^ve  thousand  to  seventy  thou- 
sand by  prisoners  and  deserters.  The  better 
informed,  however,  place  their  numbers  at  fifty- 
five  to  sixty  thousand,  which  oorresponds  with 
estimates  furnished  by  our  scouta.  We  hapra 
in  front  Hood's  and  Hai'dee's  corps,  with  about 
twenty  thousand  of  Folk's  army  commanded  by 
the  Parson  in  person.  Among  the  General  oflS- 
oers  holding  commands,  are  Johnston,  Hardee, 
Hood,  Stevenson,  Pat  Cleburne  and  Gibson, 
Bates  and  Polk. 

JCAJOB  LAMDGRAEBER'S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  battalion  of  artillery  of  the 
First  division,  Fifteenth  army  corps,  under 
command  of  Major  C.  Landgraeber,  Second 
Missouri  artillery  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the 
part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Resaoca,  Georgia  : 

The  First  division  of  the  Fifteenth  armv 
corps  inarched  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
of  May,  1864,  froM  Snake  &eek  G«^,  with  a 
line  of  skirmishers  in  front  in  the  direction  of 
Rosacea.  Battery  F,  Second  regiment  artillerv, 
Missouri  volunteers,  the  two  twelve-pound  field 
howitzers  leading,  marched  behind  the  First 
brigade,  and  the  Fourth  Independent  Ohio  bat> 
tery,  the  four  Napoleon  guns  leading^  behind 


the  Second  brigade.  After  a  livety  skirmish 
the  enemy  made  a  stand  about  one  mile  from 
Resacca^  Georgia,  having  posted  his  artillery 
on  a  hill  I  brought  the  howitzer  section  of 
battery  F  forward,  and  it  took  position  on  the 
left  siae  of  the  main  road,  next  to  a  plantation, 
having  fc»  support  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
of  the  First  division.  The  enemy  was  deploy- 
ing his  cavalry  about  seven  hundred  yards  in 
front,  but  after  a  few  rounds  he  was  compelled 
to  give  way.  The  enemy  was  firing  shells  and 
spherical  case  shot  at  our  infantrv  and  artillery, 
and  after  being  hardly  pressed  by  our  skir- 
mishers, had  to  witiidraw  their  pieces. 

Cm:  tturces  then  took  possession  of  the  hills, 
and  I  posted  three-inch  Kodman  guns  of  battery 
F,  Second  Missouri  artillery,  on  a  steep  hiQ, 
about  four  hundred  yards  on  the  left  of  the 
main  road,  and  opened  fire  with  shells  on  the 
enemy's  works,  where  he  was  busily  engaged 
with  working  parties  to  finish  his  breastwonoB. 
The  two  twenty-pound  Parrott  guns  of  the 
Fourth  Independent  Ohio  battery  I  brourht 
into  position  on  the  right  of  the  road  on  a  nill 
and  opened  fire  with  them,  first  on  the  enemy's 
works,  and  then  at  the  railroad,  where  troops 
and  trains  of  the  enemy  were  passing. 

At  dark  the  firing  ceased,  and  during  the 
night  I  brought  the  section  of  howitsers  of  bat- 
tery F,  forward  to  a  position  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  in  advance  of  the  Rodman  guns,  and 
posted  also  the  four  twelve-pound  Napoleon 
guns  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  batterv  in  a  position 
on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  read^some  distance 
to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  howitier  section. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  of  May,  the 
howitzers  of  battery  F,  Second  Missouri  artil- 
lery, fired  on  a  hue  of  rifle-pits  in  front  with 
shells,  nearly  enfilading  them,  and  the  twelve* 
pound  Napoleon  ^uns  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  open- 
ed on  a  piece  of  timber  which  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy  in  force.  Our  skirmishers  advanced 
then,  and  the  N^>oleons  were  obliged  to  cease 
ftring,  the  left  wing  of  our  infantry  having  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  these  pieces. 

The  three-inch  Rodman  guns  of  battery  F 
held  their  dd  position  of  vb»  day  before,  and 
maintained  a  very  annoying  fire  on  the  enemy. 
The  twenty-pound  Parrott  guns  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio  battery  did  also  very  good  execution 
during  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  all  tiie  artil- 
lery was  ordered  to  open  a  severe  fire  on  all 
points  occupied  by  \3ii<Q  enemy,  after  which  the 
infantry  of  the  First  division  made  a  brilliant 
bayonet  oliarge,  crossing  a  deep  ravine  and  a 
creek,  taking  possession  of  the  nills  in  front  of 
them.    Afber  sundown  tiie  firing  ceased. 

During  the  night  I  built  a  breastwork  in  the 
ravine  on  the  nghtof  the  main  road,  for  the 
two  twdve-pounder  howitzers  which  were 
brought  to  this  point  at  five  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May.  The  twelve-pound  Ni^>oleon 
guns  were  also  brought  forward  to  the  position 
held  the  day  previous  by  the  howitzers  of  bat- 
tery F,  Second  Missouri  artilkry.  The  twc 
twenty-pound  Parrott  goos,  of  the  Fcirth  Ohio 
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htiferyy  I  brought  fonrurd  to  ^  left  of  fhe 
mun  road,  next  to  &e  Rodman  gnus,  and  open- 
ed fire  on  tiie  enemy's  fortifications.  The  Na- 
pdeon  g^ons  and  Ihe  twelre-j^onnd  howitzers 
orevl  ii)  the  momine  in  the  rifle^its  of  the 
enemT,aDd  in  &e  altemoon  Ihe  fovar  twehre- 
ponod  Napoleon  gins  were  reaioYed  tb  a  poei- 
tioQ  in  front  of  Brigadier-General  lightbnm's 
br^;ide  of  the  Second  division  Fifteenth  army 
corps.  The  section  of  twenty-pound  Parrott 
gtmswere  also  removed  to  a  position  on  the 
li^  of  &e  First  division  Fifteenth  armv  corps, 
ini  directed  their  fire  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  May,  early  in  the  mom- 
iag,  flie  sectiImB  of  howiteers  advanced  at  a 
trot  through  Resacca,  and  nnlitnbered  several 
times  to  fire  <»i  the  retreating  rebels. 

Loss— One  man.  Corporal  fl.  White,  battery 
F,  Second  Missonri  artQlery,  and  one  man 
▼omded ;  seven  horses  killea. 

The  Fonrth  Independent  Ohio  batt^y  fired 
tvo  hmidred  and  twenty^eeven  ronnds ;  battery 
F,  Tlurd  ICissonri  artillery,  fired  five  hundred 
iod  sixty  ixnmdB. 

Clem  Landobaxbib, 

M^Oor  and  GbSef  of  Armmj, 


AVOlHEa  iOOOUNT. 


Mat  10, 1884. 
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Attiie  close  of  my  last  letter  the  grand  army 
VBs  in  position,  oonfrontfaig  ^e  rebel  tnny, 
which  had  been  in  occnpation  of  Northern 
Qeofgia.  The  flwiking  movement  had  been 
weO  and  sfcflfully  made,  a  road  secured  for  sup- 
plies and  ihe  movement  of  troops.  Johnston 
Bid  been  conmelled  to  withdraw  from  Dalton — 
ShennaB  had  followed  with  his  main  army,  and 
vas  ready  to  ffive  battle  to  the  vebel  army  con- 
ontnUed  hi  his  front 

The  Federal  armv  was  in  a  novel  position. 
Iti  front  was  North.  The  conntry  in  which 
the  battie  was  foufdit  is  nrfliiu^,  and  g«iarally 
densdy  wooded,  With  a  growth  of  timber  and 
viderwood.  There  are  occasional  openings  and 
good  roads ;  bat  it  was  very  difBcnlt,  at  most 
pohits  aloBg  die  line  of  bat&e,  to  see  anything 
beyond  our  immediate  vicinity. 

he  advance  oommsnced  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  thirteentii.  The  troops  were  mainly  on 
tkereadthrooi^  Snake  Creek  Gap  to  Resaeca, 
fiier^t  reatmg  at  its  intersection  with  the 
Ihlton  road,  six  mflsa  frt>m  Rosacea,  the  rebel 
Ml  The  reb^  pickelB  were  w^  np  to  our 
front  The  Thkd  cavalry  divwon.  General  Kil- 
patriok,  h»d  tfa^  advance,  and  soon  drove  in  ii» 
tteny's  mokets.  KilpatridcV  command  was 
ftSowed  by  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the 
Fifleenfli  oorpa  leading.  These  troops  keeping 
tbe  main  road,  the  Twentieth  corps  moved  to 
the  left,  at  its  iatmeetion  with  the  Orihoon 
nad,  end  the  rei^ahider  of  the  centre  and  lefl^ 
Ae  Fomhwuth  and  Fonrth  corps,  taking  the 
naie  dinotian  at  the  intersection  with  t^e  Dalr 
toB  road.  KflMtriok's  cavalry  had  moved  for- 
vwd,  driving  k  the  eneo^s  picketB  on  the  Re- 


saeca road,  nearly  to  a  cross  road  abont  two 
miles  from  Resacca,  when  Ckneral  Kilpatrick 
was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  compelled  to  leave 
the  field,  the  command  devolving  iH>on  Cdonel 
Murray,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky  cavatfy. 

When  the  head  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  reached 
the  cross  road  to  Calhoun  Ferry,  it  moved  to 
the  right  and  went  into  position  on  each  side  of 
the  Resacca  road,  the  Sixteenth  moving  down 
to  its  rieht  By  one  o'clock  me  different  corps 
were  alfin  position,  the  enetoy  wte  found,  and 
the  picket  mring  was  quite  lively. 

Resacca  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Oostenaula  River,  a  stream  running  hi  a  south- 
westerly direction,  and  not  fordame.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  afternoon's  work  seemed  to  be  to 
advance  the  right  so  that  the  Sixteenth  corps 
should  rest  its  right  on  the  river,  and  that  the 
Fifteenth  should  secure  poBsession  of  the  hills 
in  front  of  Rosacea. 

About  two  o'clock,  Qeneral  Lc^n  rode  up 
up  from  Sherman's  headquarters  ofthis  corps — 
an  old  tree  in  the  road — *^  Where  is  my  staff? 
Broke  up  T  There  is  work."  Staff  officers  and 
orderlies  were  off  with  orders,  and  matters 
speedity  began  to  assume  the  serious,  Uvely  ap- 
pearance of  preparation  for  battle. 

General  Sherman^  headquarters  were  near 
those  of  General  Logan,  on  a  patch  oC  open 
timber.  The  scene  there  was  characteristic  and 
suggestive.  Sherman  was  seated  on  the  ground, 
leaning  against  a  tree,  his  feet  drawn  up  to  him, 
and  a  map  on  his  knees,  his  coat  unbuttoned, 
his  hat  anti-regulation  and  sum  cord.  Cigar 
in  mouth,  he  k>oked  no  older,  and  not  much 
worse  than  when  he  saved  the  first  day's  field 
at  Shiloh,  and  footed  it  above  Stubs'  Bayou, 
Around  him  stood  a  lai^  amount  of  rank — 
Thomas,  Hooker,  Palmer,  Logan,  Elliott,  Sickles, 
Butterfield,  and  a  small  host  of  Major  and  Briga- 
dier Cknerals.  They  were  recoiving  their  final 
instructions  for  the  afternoon's  field. 

Logan  moved  first  and  drew  the  first  fire.  In 
front  of  his  second  division  was  an  open  field, 
in  it  were  the  enemy's  skirmishers— -across  in 
the  woods  his  line  of  battie.  At  the  bugle,  tiie 
division  fell  into  line  of  battie,  deployed  skir- 
mishers, and  swept  across  the  field,  driving  the 
enemy  in  qplendia  style.  €kneral  lx>gaii  accom- 
panied tiie  Une.  At  the  same  time  Herron,  who 
had  fallen  back  of  the  main  road  to  allow  Hooker 
to  move  to  the  right,  moved  on  the  double-quick 
to  the  left  of  Osterhaus,  the -two  divisions  push- 
ing into  the  thick  wood  on  the  left  of  the  Sec- 
ond ;  Dodge  moved  his  command  from  the  Ferry 
road  down  through  the  forest  to  fin  up  the 
space  between  the  Fifteenth  and  the  Oostenatda^ 
his  Fourth  division,  General  Hatch,  having  the 
advance.  After  crossing  the  field.  General  Nfor- 
^  L.  Smith  entered  the  wood,  and  pushed  rap- 
icHy  for  the  hiDs  ip  his  front 

As  the  ri^t  o#  the  Fi^enth  oorps  came  up 
on  the  rising  ground  beyond  the  open  hill,  it 
was  found  to  he  uncovered,  Dodge's  left  not  be- 
ing up.  The  rebels  opened  a  severe  flanking 
fire,  nx>m  which  Lightbum*B  brigade  suffered 
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ooDsiderably*  G«Denil  Smith  Vongiit  up  bat- 
tery H,  and  with  a  few  shots  from  his  tweaty- 
pooBder  Parrott's,  De  Grasse  opaetand  scattered 
the  rebeU  and  their  barricades.  The  Fifteenth 
moved  steadilj  forward,  driving  the  enemy  for 
a  mile  apd  a  half,  oatil  the  corps  were  in  pos^ 
session  of  tjhe  hills  which  they  had  been  ordered 
totaJse.  Their  loss  was  comparatively  light  The 
Sixteenth  made  its  connection  to  the  river,  but 
with  a  considerable  loss  to  the  Fourth  division. 
The  Thirty-fifth  New  Jersey  and  Twenty-fifth 
Wisconsin  receiyedajire  from  the  opposite  side 
of  &e  river,  while  marching  by  the  flank,  from 
which  they  suffered  se^^ere^*  X  send  the  list 
of  their  casualties — the  skimishucqg  raiments,' 
One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Illinois,,  fmy-sev- 
enth  Ohio.  Sixth  Missouri,  of  Giles  A.  Smitii's 
brigade,  losine  nine  killed  and  twanty-four 
woundedi  and  me  FiftF-third  and  Thirtieth  Ohio, 
of  Lightburn*s  brigacie,  losing  fifty-four  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  positions  having  Ij^n  successfully  and 
brillianuy  carried,  the  remainder  of  the  after- 
noon was  ocoupiea  in  straightening  the  lines  and 
bringing  up  the  batteries,  a  work  of  great  labor, 
and  requiring  much  care,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  hiUs  and  ravines,  and  the  thick 

frowth  of  timber.  The  rattle  of  mu^etry  was 
ept  tq)  bv  the  skirmishing  lines,  the  batteries 
occasionallly  putting  in  their  heavy  notes,  so 
that  there  was  much  of  the  noise  of  battle  until 
dark.  Occasionally  a  man  would  come  back 
wounded  from  the  skirmish  line,  but  no  serious 
work  was  done  alter  the  right  wing  occupied 
its  lines. 

In  tliis  afternoon's  work,  the  One  Hundred 
and  Blevepth  Hhnois,  Colonel  Martin,  were  for 
the  first  time  under  fire  It  behaved  well,  losing 
eight  killed  and  sixteen  wounded. 

The  left  and  centre  moved  into  the  positions 
ordered  without  serious  opposition. 

Lieutenant  John.  Rumsey,  of  Battery  A,  was 
wounded  late  in  the  afternoon  by  a  fragment  of 
shell.  Captain  Wood  had  been  compelled,  by 
severe  illness,  to  leave  the  field  on  the  seventh, 
and  Lieutenant  Rumsey  "spas  in  command  of  the 
battery.  The  wound  was  severe,  tearing  off 
the  flesh  and  denuding  the  bone  of  the  right 
shoulder.  He  was  a  orave,  intelligent  oflicer, 
very  highly  esteemed  by  his  men  and  his  supe- 
rior officers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  the  skir^ 
mishers  commenced  firing  as  soon  as  it  was 
light  The  musketry  extended  along  ^e  fronts 
of  both  armies,  and  at  intervals  the  different 
batteries  opened.  In  the  immediate  front  of 
Rosacea,  the  Fourth  Ohio,  Landgraber's,  and 
Batteries  A,  B,  and  H,  of  Chic^o,  tried  their 

Suns  upon  the  town,  the  enemy's  redoubts,  and 
le  bridge.  Their  practice  was  most  excellent ; 
the  school  of  artillery  at  the  siege  of  Yicks- 
burg  exhibiting  its  training  in  every  shot  that 
was  fired.  During^  the  forenoon  nothing  of  any 
importance  transpired. 

Soon  after  noon  the  dance  commenced  in  the 
centre  and  leftKsentre.    P^rst  came  th^  ratlie  of 


the  skinnishflrs'  mjiskeirji  as  tiisy  advanced; 
the  batteries  followed,  thur  heavy  voices  edio- 
inff  and  re-eohoing  through  the  ravine,  amo^  the 
hiUs  and  back  to  the  mountains,  ;nntil  the  evtii 
shook  and  the  air  was  full  of  vibrations,  aod 
every  breath  seined  a.  wave  of  sound.  Tbe 
heavy  music  o£  artillery  ceased,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  long  roH  of  musketry.  Volley 
after  volley  was  fired ;  then  rose  the  cheere  of 
the  men,  and  the  battle  was  opened.  In  pkdn 
languagjS,  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  was  as- 
saulting the  rebel  position  on  Camp  Creek,  in- 
trenched by  rifle-pits  in  thsir  front  The  first 
fire  of  musketry  was  when  the  skurmishen 
were  advanced.  Under  the  fire  of  our  batteries 
the  assaulting  columns  were  moved  into  their 

E laces  so  soon  as  the  troops  were  deployed  into 
ne  of  battie.  The  artillery  ceased,  the  advance 
commenced,  with  wild  oheeni  from  the  men,  on 
the  doubleHq[uick.  The  first  terrible  volley  of 
musketry  came  from  .the  enemy  in  his  rifie^fnts ; 
our  line  returned  it  in  kind,  and  the  struggle 
was  commenced.  A  iew  minuses  and  the  me- 
pits  ^ere  carried;  a  few  minutes  more  tnd 
with  a  terrific  yell  another  line  of  rebels  came 
ovei  the  hill  and  assaulted  our  men.  Artill^ 
could  not  be  used,  it  would  kill  aHke  friend  and 
foe.  The  struggle  was  brief,  and  we  were 
driven  out  This  Kne  was  carried  three  differ- 
ent times  within  two  hours,  and  each  time  lost 
Hbe  casualties  were  heavy  on  both  sides. 
Johnston  had  evidently  massed  at  that  pint, 
and  it  Would  seem  for  the  purpose  of  hmisdf 
making  an  attack  upon  the  centre  along  the 
Dalton  road.  The  next  morning  the  line  was 
carried  by 'General  Thomas  and  held. 

During  this  terrible  engagmnent  on  the  left 
the  right  wing  was  quiet  Towards  its  dose 
Gkmem  Morgan  L.  Smith  opened  his  batteries 
upon  Resacca  and  its  fortifications  to  detain  the 
rebels  in  his  front  from  moving  to  the  centre. 

About  five  in  the  tftemoon  General  liOgaa 
received  orders  to  make  an  assault  upon  ^ 
rebel  lines  in  his  front  On  the  right  of  tbe 
bridge,  on  a  commanding  elevation,  the  rebels 
had  a  redoubt  mounting  three  Wenty-fom 
pounders  on  the  face  towards  Logan.  Still 
further  back,  and  on  higher  ground,  tbere  was 
another  redoubt  Between  the  first  redoubt  and 
the  line  occupied  by  the  Fifteenth*  corps  were 
two  ndges  with  a  slight  depression  between 
them.  The  space  between  them  and  the  rebel 
redoubts  afforded  an  excellent  cover  to  the 
troops  which  were  masted  in  it,  and  was  made 
safer  and  stronger  by  three  lines  of,  well-con- 
structed rifle-pits.  Between  the  ridge  and  the 
line  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  the  ground  was  an 
open  field,  sloping  to  the  south-west,  affording 
but  little  cover.  Near  the  wsods  in  which  onr 
troops  lay  was  a  creek  not  fordable. 

General  Logan  directed  the  assault  to  be  made 
by  one  brigade  ft^m  eath  of  the  First  and 
Second  divisions.  General  Chas.  R.  Wood's 
brigade,  of  the  First  division,  and  General  Giles 
A.  Smith's  brigade  of  the  Second  division,  were 
selected.     The  important  and  perilous  charge 
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o«ild  Boi  have  beeit  iiiku«ted  to  bettcur  ni^p. 
SM.roaMioder  of  tbe  divisiooa  were  put  m 
poDtioii  to  give  rack  immediate  wipport  to  ^e 
brigides  as  circHmflakaiioee  mJight  requure,  while 
tho  whole  of  the  right  wing  that  was  in  front 
acted  m  the  prinoipal  roserve. 

Generals  Logan  and  Vorgan  L.  Smith  were  in 
finmt,  bnc^  along  the  line.  It  being  very  diffi- 
Golt  io  cross  the  creek,  the  troops  were  passed 
orer  sing^  to  the  opposite  bank  on  logs,  and 
m  anj  wi^  thej  best  coald,  under  the  cover  of 
fthe^vy  fire  irom  the  batteries. 

The  brigade  of  General  Giles  A.  Sm^th  con- 
sisted at  the  time  of  the  Sixth  Missouri,  Colonel 
Van  Dozen,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Illinois, 
Colonel  Martin,  One  Hundred  and  Twent^y- 
Bsventh  Illinois,  Colonel  Curti^  Fifty-sevenu 
Ohio,  Colonel  Eice,  and  One  Hundred  sfid. Six- 
teenth Illinois,  Colonel  Froman. 

At  six  tiie  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  driving  the  rebels.  At 
lSk»  order  the  brigades  i^rang  up  from  the  bank 
onder  which  thev  were  covered,  deployed  and 
narched  forward  at  doirt)leiquick.  The  rebel 
main  line  occupied  a  rifle-pit  along  the  crest  of 
the  hiU,  at  the  foot  of  which  ran  a  sluggish 
creek  some  three  or  four  feet  in  depth*  Across 
this  creek  and  up  the  1^11  into  the  rifle-pit  they 
had  been  driven  hj  the  skirmishers.  The  duh 
tsDce  from  the  lines  where  the  two  brigades 
deployed  to  the  rifl^-pit  of  the  enemy  was  two 
hfludred  and  fifty  yards.  Across  tnis  sjtace, 
exposed  to  a  severe  fire  of  muaketry,  our  line 
advanced  with  trailed  arms,  forded  the  creek, 
and  reached  and  carried  the  rebel  rifle^it  with- 
out a  shot  from  Uieir  main  line.  It  was  well 
and  magnificent^  done.  The  shouts  of  the 
men  were  answered  by  the  cheers  of  their  com- 
rades of  the  coips  that  were  heard  for  miles. 
The  position  had  been  carried ;  t£e  problem  now 
was  to  hold  it.  General  Wood's  brigade  was 
on  the  left  and  General  GHes  A.  Smitti  on  the 
Dlght  Under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  redoubts 
the  rebels  formed  ^  column  to  retake  the  hilL 
Teiy  soon  a  strong  force,  diaplayiug  seven 
r^imental  colors,  was  discovered  moving  to  the 
atUck  in  column,  by  regiments.^  From  the  hill, 
where  Generals  McPherson  and  Logan  stood, 
the  attacking  column  looked  formidable.  The 
whole  force  of  the  two  brigades  was  deployed 
in  front  The  rebel  column  would  strike  in  a 
few  minutes.  If  it  broke  our  line  the  position 
was  gone  and  the  brigades  lost  Logan  hurried 
along  the  front  It  seemed  but  an  instant 
when  the  whole  rebel  force  made  its  assault 
^n  the  right  of  Giles  A.  Smith's  brigade.  The 
(me  Hundred  and  Sixteeenth  Illinois,  whidi 
was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  fell  back,  form- 
ing on  the  right  and  left  of  the 'Fifty-seventh 
Oma  Colonel  Froman  had  been  wounded 
in  crossing  the  creek.  .  The  rebel  column, 
a  portion  of  Hardee's  corps,  came  boldly  and 
itMily  on.  Colonel  Hice  reserved  his  fire  until 
tilie  repels  were  within  sixty  yards,  when  he 
delivered  a  terrible  fire  straight  in  their  faces. 
At  the  same  timo  the  One  Hundred  and  Elev- 


onthlUinoiB  and  tits  right  of  Gen0val  Wood's 
brigade  changed  front  a  little  towards  the  right, 
ana  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentyrseventh  Illi- 
nois oa  the  extreme  right,  changed  direction  to 
the  left,  and  both  wings  poured  in  a  tetrific  ob- 
lique fir^  on  both  sides  of  the  rebel  colun^i.  It 
staggered  and  feQ  back,  but  instant^  re-formed 
and  renewed  the   assault  and  was  again  re- 

Eulsed.  .They  massed  and  assaulted  Wood's 
rigade  on  the  left,  and  were  terribly  repulsed. 
Faiung  in  their  direct  assaults,  they  attempted 
to  turn  the  right  of  our  Hue.  In  their  last  as- 
sault the  oblijiue  fire  on  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-seventh  was  increased  by  a  part  of  our 
Lightburn's  brigade.  The  assaoilts  were  ra{)id]pr 
and  boldly  made.  Reinforcements  were  on  their 
way  to  the  front  before  the  aids  asking  them 
ever  reached  General  Logan.  But  s^  tjie 
main  heayy  blows  of  the  rebel  assaults  were 
received  and  repulsed  bv  Wood's  and  Giles  A. 
Smith's  brigades  before  tney  reached  them.  The 
kst  effort  (u  ihe  enemy  was  an  attempt  to  turn 
each  flank.  In  this  mey  were  met  by  the  sup* 
porting  brigades,  and  repulsed  with  severe  loss ; 
our  loss  was  less  than  three  hundred.  The 
rebel  loss  of  course  was  very  mucli  greater. 
They  admitted  a  loss  of  two  thousand  during 
the  day,  on  their  left  This  charge  and  iLke  en- 
gafi^ement  whidi  ensued  lasted  until  after  dark, 
ana  was  one  o£  the  best  fights  ever  made  within 
my  experience  by  Federal  troops.  They  were 
led  by  Generals  Wood  and  Giles  A.  Smith,  two 
of  the  ablest  brigade  commanders  in  the  field. 
The  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
courage  while  receiving  the  assaults  of  the 
rebel  columns.  The  Fifly-seventh  Ohio,  against 
which  the  attack  was  directed,  fired  and  Ipaded 
by  front  and  rear  rsmk  at  the  command.  The 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  loaded 
and  fired  at  the  word. 

The  rebel  Colonel  Stanton  was  killed,  an  Aide- 
de-Camp  to  Hardee  was  killed,  and  General  Har- 
dee's horse  killed  under  him.  I  have  seen  an 
Atlanta  InkiUigencei^  of  the  eighteenth,  whidb 
claims  a  victory  in  the  battle  on  the  centre, 
and  states  that  the  battle  in  the  evening  with 
Logan  was  terribly  severe — their  losses  heavy, 
but  claims  that  they  finally  repulsed  the  "  Yan- 
kee charee." 

It  womd  be  unjust  to  omit  to  make  record  of 
the  universal  testimony  of  ofQcers  and  men  to 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Rice.  With  the  utmost 
intrepidity  and  coolness  he  remained  assisting 
the  assault  and  handling  his  men  as  steadily 
and  with  the  precision  oi  a  dress  parade. 

During  the  afternoon  a  force  with  a  pontoon 
train  had  been  moiled  to  the  ferry  across  the 
Oostenaula  on  the  Calhoun  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  and  making  lodgment  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  The  enemy  was  found  there 
in  force  and  intranohed.  The  position  of  the 
Federal  army  after  a  hard  day's  work  was  this : 
The  left  and  centre  was  substantially  as  In  the 
morning.  They  had  fought  against  positions 
and  a  superior  force,  and  had  suffered  severely. 
A  portion  of  the  ri^t,  two  divisions  of  the 
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Fifteenth,  had  taken  and  faeM  an  important  po- 
sition in  front  of  the  enemy's  worin  at  Reaatoa, 
while  a  division  of  the  Sixteenth  eorpa  waa  at 
Ihe  ferry  intrenohing.  Howard  had  Aored 
along  the  raihxMd  within  eight  miles  of  Resacoa. 
The  particnlars  of  the  engagement  on  the  oen- 
tre  yonr  correspondent  witn  the  arm;^  of  the 
Gnuberland  will  furnish.  Daring  the  night  the 
advance  position  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  was 
thoroQffhly  intrenched. 

On  we  fifteenth,  the  position  at  which  the 
Fonrteenth  coips  had  the  battle  of  the  day  pre- 
vious was  carried  withont  great  loss.  On  the 
rif^ht,  Sweeney's  division  of  the  Sixteenth  corps, 
With  «  portion  of  the  Third  cavalry  division, 
after  a  sharp  engagement,  crossed  the  Ooste- 
nanla  at  Galhonn  Ferry,  The  passage  was  effected 
late  in  the  afternoon. 

The  fifteenth  was  conqwratiyely  quiet  imtil 
after  midnight  Occasional  shots  were  ex- 
changed by  the  pickets.  But  the  evening  was 
the  most  quiet  since  the  armies  were  engaged. 
About  two  in  the  morning  a  most  tremendous 
artillery  fire  was  opened  by  the  batteries  of  the 
left,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  a  move- 
ment of  the  enemy.  A  short  time  before  day 
the  raihroad  bridge  was  discovered  to  be  on 
fire.  The  pickets  of  the  brigades  of  Osteihaus 
and  Mofgan  L.  Smith  were  advanced,  and  the 
colors  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Ohio  were  placed  on 
the  abandoned  redoubt  Rosacea  was  destitute 
of  rebels  and  rebel  property  for  purposes  of 
war.  We  captured  three  guns,  uree  forges, 
some  caissons,  and  a  small  quantity  of  salt  and 
com. 

A  rebel  r^^iment  was  ci^tared  bpr  Howard, 
and  a  few  vagabond  pickets  were  picked  ud  in 
various  plac^  On  the  whole,  Johnston  had 
gone,  and  to  a  great  extent  had  taken  his  army 
with  him.  Twenty^bur  hours  later  and  he 
could  not  have  moved  off  so  well  and  cleady. 
As  to  the  rebel  strength,  jtid«^  from  the  length 
of  ^be  line  that  Johnston  field,  and  the  batae 
which  he  made  on  the  fifteenth,  at  diffu^nt 
points,  it  could  not  have  been  less  than  forty 
thousand.  Prisoners  daim  that  it  was  sixty 
thousand. 

A  SOOTBDKN  AOOOOMT. 

Is  m  Fnu  nut  CLoaooiL  <U.,1 
Monday  «n«niooB,lfa7U^U64.    / 

The  army  having  settled  down  for  a  while,  I 
avail  mysdf  of  ihe  opportunitrjr  offered  to  give 
a  fun  account  of  the  batde  oi  Oostsnaula,  be- 
tween the  entire  Yankee  army  and  the  divisions 
of  Hindman,  Stevenson,  and  Stewart,  of  Hood's 
corps — these  troops  composing  the  right  wing 
of  our  army.  The  enemy's  force  was  reportea 
to  be  the  corps  of  Hovey,  Howard,  and  Balmer, 
composing  between  thirty-five  and  forty  thou- 
sana  men,  evidently  the  flower  of  the  Yankee 
army,  as  they  were  composed  almost  entvely  <^ 
Western  troops,  who.  for  fighting,  rank  onfy 
second  to  our  own,  as  has  been  proven  on  many 
battle-fiekls  during  this  ww.  1 


la  the  morning  ov  fevoss  left  their  woikL 
and  took  poeitioii  about  one  mile  furttier,  jm 
immediately  erected  new  breastworks  on  the 
ground  ttiey  had  cfl|>tared  tiie  night  previowi 
and  which  the  enemy  had  not  reoecupied.  As 
object  of  this  advance  wpa  to  prevent  an  sup 
fikding  Ifare  which  had  fieen  obtained  on  o« 
line  the  day  previous,  and  to  find  room  for  ow 
arttUery  to  play  l^>on  the  enemy  widi  effoet 
As  soon  as  our  men,  eemposed  of  Stevenson^ 
and  Stewart's  divisioDS,  aavaneed,  a  brisk  in 
ensued  between  our  skirmishers  and  Hnom^l 
^e  Yankees,  but  it  oeaaed  on  the  anival  of  our 
column.  The  new  works  were  promptly  ereet* 
ed,  and  before  ten  o'dock  everything  was  pre- 
pared for  the  anticipated  aggressive  moveaeot 
of  the  enemy,  whose  mancewres  the  night  pve* 
vioos,  aller  they  were  driven  from  the  ridges, 
indicated  that  some  plan  was  oontemplated  by 
them  for  the  regaining  of  the  lost  ground. 

About  twelve  o'olook  the  Yankee  skirmishecs 
opened  a  heavr  fire  on  our  pickets,  compiling 
them  to  fidl  oadc  behind  the  intrenohminta, 
and  at  the  same  time  Heavy  columns  were  seen 
forming  on  the  ri^ht  of  Hindman's,  Steveneon's, 
and  Stewart's  divisions.  There  were  four  lines 
of  battle  in  depdi,  and  appeared  to  number 
about  eight  thousand  men,aad  from  the  number 
massed  m  f^nt  of  Stevenson's  line  it  became  ^ 
parent  that  his  division  would  have  to  stand  m 
brunt  of  the  engagement  One  hour  passed  eff 
slowly  to  the  g^wnt  men  who  were  eaKing  ever 
the  works  in  anxious  expectation«Tor  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enempr,  when  at  about  four  o'clock 
the  Yankee- line  of  battle  moved  slowly  forward 
in  fine  order.  As  soon  as  they  crossed  aravine 
which  divided  &e  ridges  held  by  our  forces 
from  those  occupied  by  them,  Oaptidn  Gorbetf  s 
battery  of  Geonria  artiUery  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance outside  of  our  lines,  and  about  flffy  yards 
from  them,  and  take  xsp  a  poation,  which  would 
have  given  us  an  enfilading  fireon  tilie  i^proach- 
ing  (Mlumn.  The  batteiy,  consistii^  of  four 
twelve-pounder  Ni^x^eons,  moved  out  of  the 
line  and  took  up  position  as  ordered,  bat  before 
thsy  could  fire  a  gun,  or  thefar  infiMitry  support 
could  come  up,  tne  charge  was  made  alonr  the 
whde  line.  The  Yankees  had  orossea  the 
ravine,  and  with  a  loud  dieer  rushed  on  our 
works.  Hindman  quickly  fepulsed  than,  but  the 
fightii^  on  Brown's  Une,  of  Stevenson's  and  Stew^ 
art's  divisions,  was  long  and  desperate.  Captain 
Gorbetf B  battery  being  subjected  to  a  fearful 
fire,  the  men  left  their  gms,  but  not  before  they 
had  lost  tiiirty  of  thefi-  number  in  killed  aad 
wounded,  and  entered  our  line.  No  sooner  did 
the  Yankees  perceive  this  than  a  fr^sh  colamn 
of  their  troo^  was  thrown  rapidly  forward, 
and  uniting  witii  that  which  bad  gone  before, 
rushed  on  the  abandoned  p^uns  with  the  hope  of 
capturing  them  and  carrying  our  line. 

Their  anticipations  were,  however,  foiled  by 
the  gallantry  of  the  Third  and  Twentieth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonds  Waflter  and  Saffel  commanding. 
These  noble  men  peroeiving  the  intention  of  tho 
enei^y,  witiiheki  their  fire  until  the  Yankee 
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bad  i^prottdiad  to  $3tmiQ6t  an  •rm's 
leogtii  of  tfie  gmiB,  when  a  Tolley,  steady  and 
atevmte,  was  poored  into  the  ranka  of  the  fore- 
most oolomn.  It  broke  and  ran^havi^  been 
fearfaDr  cnt  np.  The  second  colnmn  advanced 
OT«r  m6  bo^es  of  their  ccnnradee,  and  endeay- 
ored  to  adiieTe  what  tiiey  failed  to  do.  A 
second  T^Aej  fh>m  the  ndlant  Tenneaseeans 
filed  die  ground  with  dead  and  wounded,  and 
teitstin^  the  exaaiple  of  those  before  them, 
Ihe^  flea,  but  not  before  two  fresh  raiments 
bad  been  thrown  forward  under  cover  of  their 
fire,  and  made  to  He  behind  tiie  four  guns  of 
Gorbett's  battery,  at  the  same  time  planti^  Iheir 
coloft  on  llie  parapet  of  the  redoubt 

la  ^  meantime  the  Yankees  had  advanced 
oa  Slewarf  8  line,  and  made  a  deq;>erate  attempt 
to  ^akd  it  bj  storm.  Clapton's  and  Baker's  bri- 
gades of  Alabamisns,  aided  by  Stoyalfs  and 
Qibion's,  received  them  with  gtwt  gallantry, 
and  poored  a  terrible  fire  into  uie  Tankee  ad- 
viaoe.  Thay,  however,  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, and  ^preached  very  near  the  line,  when 
Cb^ton's  brimie  gave  them  another  weUirect- 
ed  fire,  and  tkey  rall^wn  the  dope  of  the  bib 
mlil  out  of  range  of  our  guns.  This  charge 
was  desp^ratdy  made,  and  ttie  masses  of  the 
oemy's  dead  that  lay  piled  up  before  Stewart's 
line  attested  the  courage  and  detennioation  of 
ovfoes. 

A  pease  of  neariy  ^hree^iuarters  of  an  hour 
e]^>sed,  broken  only  by  ther  incessant  fire  of  the 
Tankee  sharpshooters,  who,  mounted  on  trees 
and  other  {n-ominent  positions,  made  it  danger^ 
OQs  fiN-  any  one  to  walk  erect  along  &e  Hue.  At 
&e  ei^ration  of  the  time  named,  a  fresh  column 
of  Tankees  advanced  upon  our  lines,  and  in  a 
few  seconds  Hindman's,  Stevenson's,  and  Stew- 
arf  B  men  were  pouring  in  a  well-direcied  fire. 
A  aeoond  time  they  broke  and  nm,  but  stOl  leav- 
iDgthe  two  regiments  mentioned  before,  whicb, 
being  ensconced  behind  the  redoubt,  were  safe 
from  ibe  volleys  poured  on  Aeir  comrades, 
al&0ugh  they  suffered  terribfy  from  our  sharp- 
ihooters. 

Two  diarges  had  been  repulsed,  with  heavy 
loaa  to  the  enemy,  and  the  ammunition  of  tfaie 
Tweu^-flixth  Tennessee  had  been  half  expended, 
when  fresh  columns  of  Yankees  were  seen  form- 
ing hi  fine  of  battle  opporite  Brown's  works.  The 
duvges  OB  Hindman  and  E^wart,  who  wei«  on 
^  right  and  left  of  StevensoiL  had  become 
Mrfer.  while  Ae  movements  at  ^e  Tankees 
notified  tiie  last-named  oAoers  that  his  division 
would  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  tbe  engage- 
ment Reynolds*  brignde  had  been  previously 
ordered  up,  and  werelylng  on  the  ground  about 
itt^eea  yards  in  the  rear  of  €ren«ral  Brown's 
fine,  fbie  ot&cen  with  difficulfy  restraining  the 
mea  from  enterinrthe  breastworks  before  tiiey 
were  oaOed  for.  The  Tankee  column  made  the 
tbird  ^large,  and  was  again  repulsed  with 
^rr  loss.  As  rapidly  as  I  can  relate  it. 
anodier  fresh  column  was  thrown  forward  and 
Bade  the  fourth  charge.  Seveial  voUeys  were 
thrown  into  theur  tvakn  by  the  brave  Tennee- 


seeans.  and  a  fourth  time  they  bn^e  *and  re 
treatea  in  disorder  to  the  ridge  on'  which  tiieir 
forces  were  massed. 

It  was  now  past  tiiree  o'do<^  in  the  afternoon, 
and  in  these  two  hours  of  fighting  Brown's 
brigade  had  expended  forty  rounds  <?  ammuni- 
tion, each  man.  Reynolda'  brigade  was  now 
ordered  to  relieve  them,  and  giving  a  yell,  tiie 
Fiitv-fourtii  Yireinia  entered  the  evacuated 
works  of  the  Twenty-eightii  North  QiroUna 
and  Sixty-third  Vireinia.  Neither  Hindman 
nor  Stewart  had  need  of  their  reserves,  as  the 
charges  of  the  enemy,  tiiough  made  witn  vigor 
and  gallantly  repulsed  by  these  men,  were  neither 
as  numerous  nor  determined,  and  were  intended 
to  cover  their  design  on  Stevenson,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  reserves  of  tiiese  divisions  from  behv 
sent  to  his  supoort  The  three  regiments  namea 
above  took  meir  positions  on  the  fine,  and 
Gtoeral  Brown's  men  retired  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  to  ^e  rear,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceivinr  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition.  Qeneral 
Pettus  brigade  of  Alabamians  had  been  ordered 
up  a  few  minutes  before.  General  Stevenson 
perceiving  the  enemy  were  determined  in  their 
purpose  to  carry  his  line.  The  gallant  brigade 
was  formed  in  two  Unes  of  baUle,  behind  the 
Yirflrinians  and  North  Oorolinians,  about  twenty 
yards  apart,  and  remained  there  lyin^  close  to 
the  groimd,  for  the  moment  their  services  were 
wanted. 

At  a  quarter  from  four  o  clock  a  fiftii  charge 
was  made,  the  enemy  throwing  forward  fresh 
troops  every  time,  'ftie  charge  was  very  heavy 
and  was  nmde  witii  spirit  As  the  long  and 
dose  column  of  Tankees  moved  swiftly  through 
the  winding  ravine,  every  fkce- assumed  a  rigid 
expression  of  unyielding  determination,  while 
tiie  hearts  of  those  looking  on  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  almost  ceasea  their  vibration  with 
anxiety.  It  was  certain  from  the  large  numbers 
of  the  enemy  that  this  would  be  the  heaviest 
charge  yet  made,  and  extreme  anxiet^'for  suc- 
cess was  manifested.  At  last,  with  a  prolonged 
cheer,  they  rushed  upon  our  works.  A  volley— 
a  terrible,  deatMealin^  volley — ^was  poured 
into  theit  ranks,  and  a  loud  and  enthusiastic 
yell  of  defiance  rang  out  from  the  lijM  of  the 
Virginians  and  Nortii  Oarolinians.  This  was 
more  than  the  men  of  Brown's  and  Pettus' 
brigades  could  withstand,  and  though  threaten, 
ed  with  death  by  their  officers,  numbers  of  the 
gallant  Tenneaseeans  and  Alabamians  had  en- 
tered the  pits  to  assist  in  repelling  the  charge. 
But  their  services  were  not  needed.  Almost  as 
quick  as  lightning,  another  vollejr  had  been 
already  poured  into  tiie  enemy's  fine  of  battie, 
and  they  turned  and  retreated  in  disorder  to 
the  cover  of  their  ridge,  foUo  wed  by  the  derisive 
shouts  of  their  victors. 

The  fifth  charge  had  now  been  repulsed,  but 
still  &e  enemy  evinced  ndther  the  desire  nor 
the  intention  to  abandon  their  effbrts  to  carry 
our  works.  They  had  almost  ceased  their  at* 
tMka  on  Hindman,  but  continued  to  assaidt 
Stevenson's  and  Stewart's  lines  with  the  greatest 
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fury  ao^d  determination  poaaible.  ^teWart  had 
already  repulsed  Idm  three  times,  and  Steven- 
son five.  A  foiirlh  time  the  enemy  essayed  to 
Garry  Stewart's  line  of  brittle,  and  were  repulsed 
with  fearful  loss.  The  carnage  here  was  dread- 
ful^  for  the  ^uUaut  men  of  Clapton's  brigade 
withheld  their  fire  until  the  enemy  had  ap- 
proached close  to  ID  em  f  when  they  poured  in 
a  terrible  volley,  breaking  theni,  aim  forcing 
their  massed  columns  to  retire  to  their  lines, 
badly  scattered. 

1  stiid  that  the  eueuiy  evinced  neither  the 
desire  nor  intention  to  abandon  hi^  efforts,  and 
80  it  was,  for  within  half  an  hour  after  his  fifth 
attack  and  repulse,  three  lines  of  battle,  pbsely 
massed,  were  seen  forming  in  front  of  that  por-- 
tion  of  the  line  held  by  the  Fifty-eighth  North 
Carolina.  As  I  looked  over  the  works,jBk  feeling 
of  mingled  fear  and  anxiety  pervaded  me,  ths^ 
if  thev  succeeded  in  forcing  the  line,  our  army 
would  then  be  cut  to  pieces,  and  overwhelmed 
with  disaster  and  disgrace.  There  was  not 
much  time  for  reflection,  however,  for  very  soon 
a  voice  on  the  right  of  the  regiment  exclaimed, 
"  They  are  coming  I"  and  the  first  column  was 
seen  to  advance.  "  Withhold  your  fire  un^  they 
come  close  to  you,  and  then  aim  low/'  ordered 
the  oJ£cers.  On  came  the  enemy,  cheering 
loudly,  and  confident  that  their  superior  num- 
bers would,  insure  them  success.  They  ap- 
proached to  within  fifty  yards  of  the  line  firing 
rapidly  on  our  men — a  sheet  of  fire,  one  deafen- 
iue  roar  which  sounded  like  the  eruption  of  a 
volcano  was  the  answer,  and  the  dead  and 
wounded  lie  piled  up  before  our  works.  This 
was  more  thsm  human  endurance  could  com- 
mand, and  l^ewildered  by  the  fierceness  of  our 
fire  they  scattered  throughout  the  woods,  and 
reached  their  line,  our  sharpshooters  killins  and 
wounding  them  by  dozens  in  their  rout  aown 
the  ridge. 

This  was  the  severest  charge  of  the  day. 
The  Yankees  advanced  well  and  with  spirit,  but 
were  forced  to  sncciunb  to  the  fierce  fire  of  our 
troojps.  To  describe  the  scene  would  be  almost 
an  mipossibility,  for  it  beggars  description. 
The  Mini6  balls  of  the  Yankees  poured  over 
our  line  in  an  unceasing  stream,  and  in  sudi 
numbers  that  the  air  seemed  black  with  them. 
The  sharp  and  musical  whiz  they  emit  was  no 
longer  heard ;  it  was  an  angry  and  discordant 
imitation  of  a  Deal  of  thunder  rolling  along  the 
clouds,  while  Ine  Incoming  of  the  artillery  and 
the  bursting  of  the  shells  as  they  came  flying 
oyer  our  lines,  formed  a  fire,  unequalled,  perhaps, 
since  nations  first  made  war  upon  each  other. 
But  one  thing  saved  us  from  a  fearful  loss  of 
life,  and  it  was  that  the  Yankees  fired  entirely 
too  high. 

The  sixth  column  was  repulsed  only  a  few 
minutes,  when  the  remaining  two  columns  of 
Yankees  marched  forward  with  the  hope  of 
reaching  our  line  before  our  men  could  fire 
more  than  one  volley.  But  their  charge  was 
not  made  with  the  same  firmness  which  charac- 
terized that  of  the  preceding  one,  and  two  or 


three  well-aimed  volleys  from  the  Fifly-cighi]» 
North  Carolina,  assisted  by  a  cross  Gxe  from 
the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  on  the  one  wing,  and 
the  Siji^-third  on  the  other,  routed  the  sevenfii 
attacking  colunm  of  the  enemy.  Thej  dso 
retired  to  their  ridge,  and  for  a  few*  momeuts 
only  their  sharpshooters  could  be  seen,  their 
main  bodv  being,  no  doubt,  engaged  in  re-fono- 
ing  their  broken  colunms. 

According  to  the  order,  General  Stewart  ad- 
vanced to  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately  obliqued 
too  much  to  the  right,  and  destroyed  all  connec- 
tion with  General  Reynolds.  He  attacked  di« 
enemy  and  drove  him  from  his  front  until  be 
reached  his  line  of  battle,  when  fresh  troops 
reinforced  the  Yankees ;  they  rallied,  and  making 
a  stand,  opened  fire  on  our  men.  No  sooner 
had  they  nred  the  first  volley,  than  dne  of  the 
brigades  of  Stewart's  division  broke,  compelling 
the  others  to  fall  back,  which  they  did  in  good 
order,  although  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
regained  their  works  without  losing  very 
heavily.  In  this  charge  General  Clayton's  bri- 
sade  distinguished  itself  above  the  balance  of 
uie  division  by  its  fine  conduct  Although 
these  men  were  subjected*to  a  fearful  fire  from 
four  lines  of  bkttle  of  YankeeB,*^they  received  it 
with  praiseworthy  firmness,  and  succeeded  m 
driving  the  ene^y  from  their  front,  and  re- 
gained the  works  in  safety.  Baker's  brigade, 
aided  by  Gibson,  also  behaved  splendidlj, 
and  distinguished  tliemselves  by  their  brave 
conduct;  m  fact,  covered  the^nselves  with 
glory. 

It  was  now  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  hut 
though  night  was  fast  approaching,  the  enemy 
exhibited  no  disposition  to  cease  from  hu 
fruitless  efforts  to  carry  the  right  of  General 
Stevenson's  line,  and  was  determined  to  en- 
deavor to  turn  his  left  wing  and  force  him  on 
his  right  Accordingly,  General  Stewart  was 
ordered  to  leave  his  works  and  cjrive  the  enemy 
from  his  fropt,  sweeping  towards  his  centre, 
while  Reynolds'  brigade  of  Stevenson'^  division 
was  ordered  to  advance  at  the  same  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  pivot  to  General 
Stewart,  and  changing  the  hne  of  battle  ob- 
liquely to  the  left,  thus  flanking  the  enemy,  and 
giving  General  Hardee  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance and  cut  the  enemy  off  ftom  Snake  Creek 
Gap,  while  Hood  cut  him  off  from  the  Dalton 
road. 

While  Stewart  was  making  his  movement  a 
peremptory  order  reached  General  Reynolds  for 
him  to  advance  his  conimand  as  a  pivot  The 
General  opposed  the  movement  unless  General 
Stewart's  left  wing  formed  a  junction  with  hie 
right,  but  upon  the  order  being  repeated  in  a 
more  peremptory  manner,  the  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment  was  ordered  to  advance  from 
their  line  of  works  and  carry  the  ridge  before 
them,  while  the  other  regiments  were  directed 
to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  pivot  complete  and 
thus  performing  the  work  allotted  to  them. 
The  Fifty-fourth  leaped  over  the  works,  and 


wi&  tiieir  galkot  Goload.  Robert  Trigg,  aod 
lieutenant-Colouel  John  J.  Wade,  in  front,  moved 
forwari  At  this  moment  tbe  enemy  was  about 
to  make  ano&eor  charge,  and  were  pouring  a 
heavy  fire  over  our  works,  compelling  the  regi- 
ment to  adyazice  nnder  a  galling  fire.  It,  how- 
ever, disregarded  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
poured  upon  it,  and  drove  the  chareing  column 
of  Yankees  through  the  woods  until  it  reached 
the  open  field,  when,, to  tiie  astonishment  of  the 
Ocdooel,  it  was  discovered  that  Stewart's 
division  was  not  in  sights  and  consequentiy 
there  was  no  connection  witii.the  regiment 
This  was  most  unfortunate,  for  ihe  enemy 

raiTing  the  regiment  **  soliteiy  and  alone"  in 
open  field,  commenced  pouring  a  galling 
fire  into  their  ranks;  but  nothing  daunted  l^ 
this,  Colonels  Trigg  and  Wade,  waving  their 
iwords,  gave  tiie  oraer  to  charge.  On  me  men 
oarched,  until  they  were  not  five  paces  from  the 
enemy's  line,  when  four  distinct  lines  of  battle, 
extending  as  &r  as  the  eye  could  readi,  were 
aeea  bv  ^lis  command,  and  numbered  over 
eight  fliousaad  men.  The  Adjutant  of  the 
netment,  with  pistol  in  hand,  rushed  forward 
aoa  seized  the  Yankee  colors,  ^d  fired  into 
their  ranks,  when  a  bullet  pierced  his  brain, 
nd  he  fell  dead  across  the  enemy's  works. 
£Qs  name  was  Hammet,  and  a  braver  and  nobler 
man  never  sacrificed  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his 
country. 

Colonel  Trigg  perceiving  that  his  men  were  fsdl- 
b%  fast  from  an  enfilade  fire,  as  well  as  a  fire 
in  front,  and  observing  them  giving  w^y  in  dis- 
order, rallied  them  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  in 
pretty  good  order  brought  them  back  to  our 
noes,  when  it  was  discovered  that  in  \^m  than 
five  minutes  he  had  lost  over  a  hundred  men 
oot  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  he  had  led  to  the 
charge.  His  conduct,  and  that  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wade,  is  deserving  of  the  greatest 
praise ;  and  I  do  not  flatter  when  I  assert,  from 
■7  porsonal  experience,  being  an  eye-witness 
to  their  behavior,  that  braver  and  more  gallant 
offictra  never  existed  than  Colonel  Trigg  and 
his  lieutenant^lonel. 

This  engagement  was  emphaticaDy  that  of 
Oeoerals  Stevenson's  and  Stewart's  divisions,  lor 
aithoogh  Hindman  was  enj^ed,  the  part  borne 
by  the  division  was  insignificant  compared  with 
that  of  the  other  two.  The  two  Mi^or-denersJs 
hebaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  during  the 
ttpgement,  and  proved  themselves  to  be  able 
mtm  Generals  Brown,  Reynolds,  Clayton, 
Baker,  Gibson,  and  StovaU,  exhibited  the  great- 
Mt  amount  of  heroism^  but  were,  perhaps,  *a 
Httie  too  careless  of  their  persons,  and  exposed 
themselves  without  any  actual  need.  Qeneral 
PjsttBs,  although  his  brigade  was  not  engaged, 
disdngmshed  himself  by  the  manner  he  enoour- 
ii^«e  troops  in  the  works.  Greneral  Oum- 
Bnog's  hri^e  of  Georgians,  on  the  left  of  Ste- 
▼eoBon's  divisi^m,  were  not  charged,  and  had  no 
Wortnnitv  of  giving  the  Yankees  a  lesson  in 
defence  of  their  State.  They  were,  however, 
JMdy  for  any  attempt  tha  enen^  m^  have 


mnde,  aad  would,  I  feel  oartatOL  have  displayed 
their  usual  oeurage  had  the  x  adcees  charged 
their  line. 

Our  total  loss  in  this  engagement  could  not 
have  exceeded  two  thousan<L  while  that  of  the 
Yankees  iis  estimated  at  nothing  less  than  six 
thousand,  while  there  are  many  prominent  offi- 
cers who  believe  it  to  reach  double  that  number. 
One  Hiing  is  certain,  that  they  were  slaughtered 
by  hundreds  at  every  charge,  and  must  have 
suffered  severely. 

At  ten  o'clock  last  night  ov  entire  army  left 
the  works  and  proceeded  to  cross  ihe  Ooste- 
naula  River.  Before  the  rear  had  proceeded  a 
mile  from  the  works,  a  sharp  fire  was  opened 
between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  ene- 
my, ours  being  driven  in.  The  enemy  must 
then  have  advanced  their  column  for  a  night 
attack,  as  they  opened  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry 
on  the  vacated  lines,  cheering  voeiferously  it 
the  same  time.  Our  men  were  then  noarched 
rapid^  forward  through  Stewart's  division, 
which  had  formed  in  Une  of  battle  across  the 
railroad  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  retreat, 
whic^  was  not  occasioned  from  any  fear  that 
the  Yankees  would  be  able  to  carry  our  line  of 
works,  as  ^e  armv  felt  confident  of  holding  its 
position  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  but  be- 
cause our  stand  at  Oost^nauk  River  was  only 
to  protect  the  withdrav^  of  our  lai^e  wag<» 
trains. 

The  Yankees  followed  our  naoiy  closely,  and 
pressed  us  all  the  day,  b«t  Stewart's  division 
has  kept  him  at  bay  so  far.  This  ev^iing  there 
WES  sharp  firing  on  our  right,  but  I  have  not 
learhed  what  it  was  caused  from.  ^ 

Our  present  position  is  around  Calhoun,  but 
the  chimces  are  that  we  wiU  continue  our  re- 
treat to  AdairsviUe  to-morrow.  We  may  fight 
here,  but  I  do  not  thiidc  it  likely.  In  the  mean- 
while the  Yankees  are  reported  to  be  massing 
heavy  columns  on  our  left  with  the  view  of 
flanking  us.  Let  tiiem  continue ;  it  cannot  last 
forever. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  wound  of  Captain 
W.  tt.  Qaibome  is  not  as  severe  as  was  first 
supposed,  and  that  it  is  meading  rapidly.  I 
trust  that  the  gallant  C94>tdn  will  soon  be  able 
to  return  to  dutv  as  Inspector-General  of  Rey- 
nolds' brigade,  lor  his  services  are  very  valu- 
able. 

Captain  Wise,  of  (General  Stevenson's  staff, 
was  wounded  yesterday,  while  accompany- 
ing the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  in  its  charge  on 
the  enemy.  His  wound  is  very  painful,  but  not 
severe,  as  the  ball  injured  no  bones  whatever. 
He  is  a  nephew  of  Governor  Wise  of  Virginia, 
and  is  a  really  brave  officer. 

In  my  last  letter  I  omitted  to  mention  a  gal* 
lant  son  of  Georgia.  I  allude  to  Captain  Jossie, 
of  ^^bicon.  This  officer  behaved  with  great  no 
roism  in  the  batUe  of  Saturday,  and  received 
the  thanks  and  compliments  of  our  Geiieral. 
The  Captain  is,  I  regret  to  state,  sick  at  preSHot, 
but  I  trust  he  will  soon  recover 

The  arn^  is  still,  in  fine  spirits,  retains  un« 
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bounded  ooofidenoe  in  Gtoneral  Johuiton,  Mid  k 
eager  to  meiet  ihe  enemy.  Tke  GoBfederepy 
may  depend  npon  tbe  Aimy  of  Tennessee. 

Axmsm  NAnoKAL  Aooomn, 

Two  Wum  NoMBAST  «v  Haujs,  «a.,\ 

The  movemeiits  of  this  army  hare  already 
been  chronioled  np  to  and  ttiroiig^h  tiie  battle  of 
Besaoca,  and  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  rebels 
through  Kingston  and  GassWUe,  upon  Etowah 
Rrrer,  and  AUatoona  Qap.  At  the  two  former 
places  they  offered  a  lueht  opposition  to  onr 
adYUce,  which  was  qoi^dy  swept  away,  and 
the  pursuit  continued  to  OEMsrille.  Here  the 
anny  halted  two  days  to  recndt  after  its  hte 
batdes  and  marches,  and  then  its  kide&tigable 
leader  gave  orders  to  take  twenty  days'  rations 
and  set  out  on  a  mardi,  supposed  to  be  a  flank 
movement  upon  Atlanta,  llie  right  of  the  army 
went  by  the  way  of  Rome,  the  centre  (arossed 
the  Btowah  at  Gillum's  bridjre,  about  twelve 
miles  west  of  the  railroa<L  wSOe  the  left  pro- 
ceeded by  pnaDel  (t)  rcMBMis  at  supporting  dis- 
tance from  ue  centre.  Why  tiie  enemy  dM  not 
anticipate  our  crossing  the  river  below,  and 
attempt  to  forestall  it,  is  not  dearly  shown. 
They  did  tiiink  of  it»  but  too  late.  After  llie 
army  had  safebr  crossed  at  CHUmn's  bridge,  a 
rebel  bearer  of  despatches  was  captured,  with 
an  order  lirom  Johnston  to  his  cavavy  leader  to 
intercept  us  at  the  bridge,  as  we  would  prob- 
ably attempt  to  cross  it  Qeneral  Thomas  at 
once  clad  one  of  his  spies  in  rebel  uniform,  in- 
/itructed  our  pi<±ets  to  fire  at  him  (ovm*  his 
head,  of  course),  and  sent  him  through  the  lines 
with  a  despatch  to  Joe  Johnston  that  he  (Tay- 
lor) had  done  so  with  a  loss  to  us  of  two  thou- 
sand or  so,  and  many  prisoners.  It  was  a  oruel 
joke  upon  the  rebel,  and  procured  for  the  spy, 
Desides,  access  to  valuable  information  firom 
pretty  high  rebel  sources.  The  army  ih&a 
marched  quietly  on  towards  Dallas. 

Maarsft. 

Tbe  day  passed  off  wittiout  ineident  or  note, 
tiU«bout  £ve  o'dodc  in  the  afitomoon,  when  the 
soimd  of  a  brisk  cttmonade  in  the  advance  dis- 
covered a  fight  in  inrogress.  It  proved  to  be 
Qeneral  Hooker's  corps,  which  had  held  the 
advance  on  the  march,  engaged  witb  the  rebel 
General  Hood's  corps.  &riy  in  tiie  forenoon, 
while  the  General  and  his  ^aff  were  inspecting 
tiie  bridge  over  Pum^dn  Vine  Gipeek,  about  hatf 
waybetween  Burnt  Hickory  and  D<Aas,  he  was 
fir^  upon  by  a  cavalry  pickdt»  which  then  im- 
mediately fled.  After  proceeding  two  or  three 
miles  beyond  the  Imdf^,  boldly  m  front  of  his 
entire  force,  his  escort  became  engaged  with  a 
small  body  calling  themselves  the  Loidafana 
Sharpshooters,  and  killed  tiieir  Major  and  a  fow 
men.  At  noon  the  Second  division  (General 
Wmittins),  which  was  leading  the  way,  discov- 
ered that  they  had  a  considerable  body  of  infim- 
try  before  them,  instead  of  th#  few  (iitfrahy  they 


had  supposed,  ^irraisfaing  immediately  begiii, 
the  Seccmd  division  driving  the  enemy  stea^ 
from  their  first  line  of  *works  about  two  miei, 
entirely  unsupported.  About  five  o'dock  tlMjr 
came  upon  a  stronger  line^jand.  being  fiEktiml, 
they  were  relieved  by  the  Thira  and  First  divfc. 
ions  (Generals  Butterfield  and  (3eary  commaad- 
ing).  The  Third  divided,  a  brigade  and  a  r^ 
ment  going  to  the  left,  and  tlie  remainder  to  tte 
right,  and  the  Ffrst  taking  the  place  of  the  Sm> 
ond.  After  a  riiort  time  the  Second  was  brought 
up  at  an  anele  upon  the  right,  and  took  part  ia 
the  remainder  of  the  engagement  Advanoiiq» 
steadily  under  a  fire  of  mwetry,  which  those 
who  witnessed  it  declare  they  have  seldom  f 


murderous  disc&ige  of  mpe  and  canister. 
One  company  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  approached  afe 
near  to  suffering  absolute  annihilation  as,  per- 
naps,  is  ever  witnessed.  A  withering  volley  of 
grape  frtmi  the  battery  prostrated  upon  &e 
ground  neariy  the  entire  company,  every  man 
and  file-closer  in  his  place  and  ma  face  to  tiie 
front,  with  almost  tiie  regularity  of  a  sklnnish 
line.  The  rebel  firing  was  rapid  and  terrifio. 
At  this  point  the  gawmt  Colonel  of  the  fifth, 
J.  H.  Patrick,  fen  mortally  wounded,  at  ^ 
head  of  hk  regiment,  and  expired  in  a  few  min- 
utes. He  was  struck  on  the  1^  by  a  ^efl,  and 
died  before  an  amputation  could  be  performed. 
The  Fnvt  division  suffered  severely,  losing  near 
nine  hundred  men.  Some  companies  ci  the 
Second  division  fired  sixty  rounds,  and  the 
division,  as  a  whole,  maintained  its  portion 
againsi  the  entire  rebd  corps  for  some  thne, 
and  till  others  could  be  brought  to  its  assist- 
aace.  The  heavy  losses  of  the  Krst  divisioB 
were  occasioned  bv  the  destructive  fire  of  #ie 
central  battery,  and  it  is  worthy  of  the  greatest 
praise  for  the  undaunted  steadiness  with  whioh 
It  bore  the  fierce  fire  of  the  rebel  battery,  until 
it  was  disabled  by  the  loss  of  all  its  horses,  and 
many  of  its  gunners,  from  the  close  voUeys 
which  were  poured  into  it  Tlie  One  Htmdred 
and  Second  uinois,  armed  with  the  Spencer 
rifle,  claims  the  honor  of  reducing  it  to  silenoe, 
though  it  was  most  efficiently  assisted  by  others 
to  the  right  or  lefL  The  enemy  were  driven 
entirely  away  from  the  pieces,  yet  we  could  not 
take  them,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  tiieir  lines ; 
and  tlius  they  remained  on  neutral  g^und, 
daimed  by  neither,  and  usdees  to  both.  The 
Sixtieth  Illinois  played  a  prominent  part  in  un- 
manning and  wmorsing  anotiier  section  of  the 
batterv  in  the  same  manner.  Their  sharpshoot- 
ers picked  off  forty  of  its  gunners,  who  had 
the  temerity  to  elevate  their  heads  above  the 
breastworlm. 

But  to  enumerate  the  instances  of  individual 
heroism  and  rood  conduct  in  tliis  brilliant  epi- 
sode, would  be  to  introduce  the  name  and  his- 
tory of  every  man  and  company  and  regiment 
in  the  TwetitiMth  corps.  A  n<Mrrative  with  so 
maiqr  dusters  is  imposiitble.    I  asked  r^ea| 


^  fcr  optaiil  iartaaees  of  dariag  and  nerit, 
biteodd  iad  none,  so  admizable  wm  tho  be- 
kfiar  of  all  alike.  It  was  a  special  pleasure  of 
thft  flfioos  to  M>eak  of  the  magmftoent  entiha- 
BMB  with  which  the  men  ^  went  in,"  and  the 
tta^BMi  thejc  exhibited  nnder  the  galling  fire 
wkich  met  them.  Q^ieral  Thomas  pnUiofy  de- 
chnd  that  he  had  not  at  any  time  seen  men 
hm  thoDselves  more  bravely  than  these.  Let 
tUf  Tcnhct  mfBioe  for  every  one  who  is  anxions 
for  fte  good  name  of  the  Twentieth  corps. 

fn  prisoners  were  taken  on  either  side.  The 
loM  00  o«  side  was  probably  greater  than  that 
flf  the  tDeanr.  amoantiBg  to  about  one  thousand 
in  kaidred  uQed,  wonnded.  and  missing.  The 
sAitmtiil  froitB  of  the  day  s  work  are  a  gain 
4  two  miles  of  ground^  giving  ns  a  Cavonble 
poatioa,  two  pieoes  of  artillenr,  and  a  better 
at  01  tbe  line  for  sdbseqnent  opersr 


Ths  fighting  was  coodooted  b^  General  Hook- 
«  flB  h]8  favorite  pkn,  and  with  his  wonted 
dttbiad  aodaoify.  At  one  time  the  Second  di- 
fiaoB  was  exposed  alone  to  tiie  attack  of  the 
ikfe  rebel  fme ;  bnt  the  General,  who  was, 
Matvaj8,at  every  right  place  at  {he  right  time, 
iotedofhalting  for  assistance  to  arrive,  or  falling 
beck,  which  woold  have  insured  an  attack  and 
test,  daehed  the  division  Jieadlong  against  the 
nbeb,aBd,  whatwriHi  the  belief  this  inspired 
iitheai  ef  a  larger  force,  and  theston  and  panic 
of  fte  ahock,  drove  ihem  before  him  at  wilL 
Stpraew  daring  in  this  case  was  supreme  safety. 
Tt§  Gaaeral's  peculiar  and  admirable  tactics  were 
We  dearly  shown.  Formiog  the  men  in  sev- 
eml  iaaa  of  battta,  he  pushes  them  rapidly  on 
\j  a  oontinQal  sort  ot  a  revolution.  As  the 
&»t  Esq  becomes  exhausted,  it.is  halted,  and 
tkeoireDie  rear  is  hurried  to  the  firont,  which 
kioi  kept  ooiMtaiitiiy  fMu 

SHifat  pot  an  end  to  the  firing,  but  all  night 
torn  aad  ambuknoes  and  artiSery  were  rum- 
lih|  toand  fro,  troops  were  marching  into  line, 
ad  sreiything  gave  promise  of  stem  work 
oaAe  mecrow.  But  it  did  not  come.  The 
viodiwere  ftick,  tiie  fortifications  had  all  to 
be  Wk,  the  lines  of  troops  were  immensely 
ka^  windiog  off  to  the  left  and  right  into 
tkg|hcca,and  so  the  whde  of  May  twen^-six 
PIM  sway^  and  nothing  was  accomplished 
wagvttiiig  mto  position.  But  this  was  much, 
^mve  than  one  who  has  not  seen  it  with  his 
cvi  ejes  csn  believe.  A  continuous  front  of 
>ii^  miles  in  extent,  in  dense  forests,  over 
CMB  and  hiUs  and  valleys,  with  only  a  few 
^Wdaad  oarrow  paraDel  roads,  oat  of  which 
^  deifer  fiie  huge  nnssos  of  men  end  guns.  Is 


3it  dm  creation  of  an  hour,  nor  of  a  day.  But 
imm^  file  night  a  part  of  toe  FourUi  corps  had 
COM  m  and  gone  m  to  the  left,  and  in  the  mom- 
H  Oftsoo's  W^ule  ( WiUich's  old)  was  thrown 


^asekinishen.  D'uriiMr  the  day,  the  Twen- 
t^ted  and  part  of  die  Fourteenth  corps  ad« 
vmead  to  the  extreme  left,  but  Qeneral  McPher- 
«■  fidad  to  copie  19  on  the  rights  as  was  exr 
^•M.     Seattwing  diots   of  masketry  flew 


either  way  all  di^,  and  two  or  three  batteries 
were  planted  on  a  commanding  ridge  of  ground, 
which  fiaflsd  to  elicit  any  n^j  from  the  other 
side,  b€€ides  an  occasional  an«Ty  ehelL  The 
rebels  wen  chuy  of  tiieir  powder,  saving  it  for 
sterna  uses^  and  anxious  to  conceal  their  pieoes 
that  they  might  again  employ  them  at  a  range 
of  their  own  choosing,  as  on  the  day  before. 
Tfamr  were  very  quiet,  and  concealed  themselves 
in  the  thick  undergrowth  to  such  an  extent  that 
our  gunners  must  fire  pretfy  much  at  random, 
and  seek  to  discover  their  whereabouts.  Evi- 
dently they  had  not  completed  their  pvepara- 
tions,  had  not  yet  received  all  the  reinforce* 
ments  tbey  expected,  and  feh  that  they  could 
afford  to  bide  their  time  while  their  skirmish* 
ers  were  bnrassing  ours,  and  their  silence  was 
einptying  our  caissons  to  no  purpose,  till  ever^- 
thi£tf^  was  well  ready.  Some  prisoners  brought  m 
in  the  evening,  and  ex^aained  rigorously  and 
apart»  disclosed  the  fiftct  that  they  bad  received 
reinlorcememts  from  Florida,  and  now  claimed 
an  effective  strength  of  seventy  thousand.  As 
their  stories  agreed,  it  was  oondudad  that  rein- 
forcements had  probably  arrived,  but  not  in  such 
numbers  as  represented.  It  was  accordin^y 
expected  that  the  next  day  would  see  a  genml 
engagement;  but  either  they  or  we  were  not 
even  yet  ready.  The  skirmiahing  was  shaip 
and  oontinuoua,  but  neither  party  seemed  to  aa« 
vance  or  retreat  A  few  of  the  rebel  rifle-pita 
were  carried,  and  in  the  evening  the  lines  got 
albul  of  each  other,  and  a  small  aquad  of  pris- 
oners was  brought  in.  The  undergrowth,  which 
covers  the  whde  face  of  the  ground,  prevents 
the  lines  from  seeing  each  other  till  very  close, 
consequantly  many  of  the  wounds  sre  very  se- 
vere. About  a  hundred  may  be  set  down  as  the 
da/s  losses  along  a  front  of  three  miles. 

Miijsr. 

The  expectations  of  the  day  before  were  not 
destined  to  be  realized,  for  operations  on  both 
sides  were  cimfined  to  a  desultory  artillery 
practice,  forttfyid^  and  manoeuvring  into  better 
positions.  McFherson  was  expected  to  have 
closed  up  the  gap  on  the  right,  and  his  feilure, 
for  some  reason,  to  do  so,  postponed  still  further 
an  active  work  of  any  magmtude.  A  general 
attack  was  to  have  been  niade  earlv  in  the  day, 
but  with  the  whole  right  wing  mating  loose 
and  detached,  it  was  utt^ly  imfiossible.  Gen* 
eral  Jefll  C  Pavis'  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
corps,  however,  occupied  Dallas,  and,  late  in  the 
evening,  intelligenoe  arrived  tha*  McPherson 
had  reported  himsdf  on  Davis'  right,  and  that 
the  latter  bad  **  side  stepped"  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
fill  up  the  ^ap  intsrvenmK  between  himself  and 
the  TwMitieth  corps,  (m  the  right,  then,  all 
was  as' it  should  be.  On  the  left,  also,  conneo- 
tion  was  made  between  Schofield  and  the  three 
infrmtry  divisions  nnder  Elliott,  commanded  bv 
Murray  (Kilpatrick's  division),  Garrard,  and  Ed. 
McGook,  General  McGook  connecting  with  the 
infiintiy.  General  Stoneman  had  an  independent 
command,  also,  on  the  inmiediate  left    At  day- 
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light  Hie  monotovKms  poppiiig  of  moiketiy  and 
occasional  beUowing  of  artilleiy  opened  again, 
to  continue  the  whole  of  another  >0tale  daj  of 
skirmishing. 

Early  *in  the  forenoon  Ihe  monotony  was 
sadly  broken  by  the  death  of  Major  J.  6.  Hampson, 
of  the  One  Hmidred  and  Twenty^bnrth  Ohio, 
and  Aid  to  General  Wood.  He  was  struck  in 
the  left  shoulder  bv  a  musket  ball,  which  broke 
tiie  spine,  and  ended  his  life  in  a  few  hours. 
He  was  a  general  favorite,  and  his  death  pro- 
duced unfeigned  sadness  among  a  wide  circle  of 
"fHends. 

The  play  of  the  artillery  was,  for  tiie  most 
party  necessarily  aimless,  and  conseouently  harm- 
less. One  gunner,  however,  by  the  felling  of 
trees,  at  last  discovered  an  inviting  target,  and 
.  succeeded  in  ^owine  into  it  a  couple  of  weMs, 
most  handsomely.  A  house  was  disoovered 
about  two  miles  distant,  in  tlie  yard  of  which 
the  rebels  had  planted  a  battery,  and  whose  tall 
red  chimney  stood  out  among  the  trees  too 
temptingly  to  berefosed.  A  piece  was  trained 
on  it,  and  the  first  sheU  went  home  without 
bursting,  and  left  no  indioations  except  its  effects. 
These  were  sufficiently  obvious.  Immediately 
a  prodigious  flutter  was  visible  about  the  prem- 
ises, men  vigorously  runnii^  away  among  the 
trees,  and  most  ludicrous  ana  yet  most  cruel  of 
an,  a  woman,  in  white,  fleeing  out  of  the  house 
in  the  ereatest  apparent  terror.  The  gun  was 
held  a  little  to  the  left  and  a  second  sheU  lodged 
directly  in  the  yard,  bursting  immediately  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  m  a  position  to  do 
the  utmost  possible  slashing  among  the  rebel 
eunners,  if  any  were  there.  Two  more  accurate 
deliveries,  at  that  distance,  are  seldom  seen. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  long  lines  of  dust  were 
seen  about  four  miles  away  to  liie  rear  tod  left, 
rising  over  Ae  tops  of  the  trees,  and  about  five 
o'clock  we  received  a  conclusive  and  stunning 
explanation  of  their  import.  It  was  simply  a 
rapid  concentration  to  strike  our  extreme  left, 
which  was  still  weak  and  unsteady,  from  its 
having  been  continually  shovea  out  in  that  di- 
rection, and  from  the  distance  and  the  rough- 
ness of  the  way  over  which  supporting  artillery 
must  pass.  The  rebels  had  evidently  discovered 
this  state  of  afiairs,  and  meant  to  thiusta  heavy 
column  in  between  Schbfield  and  the  cavalry 
before  these  could  be  united  in  a  strong  line. 
They  were  at  their  old  work.  Fortunately  the 
^ame  was  detected  and  our  combinations  made 
m  time  to  save  the  line,  but  not  a  minute  to 
spare.  ^  The  blow  was  parried,  but  we  staggered 
xmder  it.  Wood's  division  of  the  Pourfli  corps 
had  been  relieved  from  line  of  battle  on  Scho- 
field's  right  in  the  forenoon  by  the  division  of 
General  Stanley,  and  had  rested  but  a  short  time 
when  it  was  hurried  over  to  the  point  of  dan- 

fer.  The  ground  was  very  rough  and  the 
ushes  almost  impenetrable,  but  boldness  was 
here  again  the  safe  policy  and  the  division  was 
soon  engaged.  The  ground  on  which  it  must 
fight  was  peculiarly  bad.  Two  parallel  ridges 
hemmed  in  its  flanks,  and  directly  in  front  was 


another,  on  all  of  which  fb»  rebels  had  pan 
which  ddivered  at  once  a  direct,  enfilading,  and 
cross  fire.  Their  vollejrs  were  quick  and  tern- 
ble  as  cross-lightning ;  gn^,  canister,  sheU,  and 
round  shot  pouring  in  all  at  once,  and  musket 
balls  flying  thick  as  hail.  Out  of  Wood's  diTiB> 
ion,  and  ^ribner's  brigade  of  Johnson's  diris- 
ion,  which  was  supporting  on  the  left,  fov 
hundred  men  fell  in  mirty  minutes,  when  dark- 
ness happily  intervened.  Our  lines  had  held 
their  own  stubbornly  in  the  &oe  of  this  terrible 
slaughter,  but  by  ten  in  the  evening  were  drawn 
back  so  that  they  could  be  supported  bj  bat- 
teries which  had  in  the  meantime  been  planted. 
Here  lay  four  fatindred  wounded  and  dead  men 
in  need  of  immediate  care,  and  the  ambulaBoes 
and  stretchers  were  three  miles  away,  and  tiie 
road  between  was  very  bad.  Despite  Ac  best 
endeavors  of  Captain  Tousley,  Chief  of  Ambti- 
lance  corps,  who  ordered  up  me  whole  corps  at 
once,  neariy  a  hundred  men  lay  on  the  field  aQ 
night  Those  who  could  dragged  themselves 
wearily  along,  with  the  aid  of  comrades,  to  tbe 
hospital  This  number  of  wounded  and  kflled 
were  found  on  the  field,  and  others  may  have 
been  left  in  Ihe  retreat  Amot^  the  missing  is 
Colonel  Payne,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty* 
fourth  Ohio,  who  is  either  a  prisoner  or  kiDed, 
and  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Another 
painful  loss  was  that  of  Captain  Ha^ry  Btinson, 
of  Oeneral  Howard's  staff,  who  was  shot  early 
in  the  day  through  the  lui^s,  and  will  not  proba- 
bly survive.  Bfe  is  but  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  had  just  been  appointed  Major  by  the  Gen- 
eral, though  not  yet  commissioned..  Tie  Gen- 
eral himsdf  exposed  his  person  recklessly,  and 
came  sufSdently  near  being  a  one-legged,  as  be 
i0  already  a  one-armed  veteran.  A  ringed  piece 
of  shell  contused  his  foot  severely  while  he  was 
riding  coolly  otUside-  ffie  skirmish  Kne,  and 
another  piece  slightly  bruised  his  forehead. 
The  Grenerars  remark  that  he  has  already  made 
sufficient  sacrifices  to  the  rebels,  and  must^ 
therefore,  be  entitled  to  immunity  at  their  hands, 
wo^d  weigh  lightly  with  the  bloody-minded 
traitors,  if  any  opportunity  against  him  should 
be  presented,  and  will  lack  much  of  dispelling 
the  anxiety  of  his  friends. 

The  heaviest  sufferers  by  the  evening's  at- 
tack was,  probably,  Hazen's  brigade.  Forming 
the  centre  of  the  attacking  colmnn,  and  driving 
upon  the  foe  in  the  form  of  a  wedge,  it  courted 
the  enemy's  fiercest,  and,  as  it  came,  braced 
itself  up  stoutly  against  it,  and  stood. 

Here  again  the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Though  melting  fast, 
under  tiie  double  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry 
and  unsupported  by  artillery,  they  remained 
steadfast  They  load  and  fire  until  the  ammn 
nition  is  nearly  gone,  and  when  there  are  no  mow 
cartridges  in  tiie  boxes,  they  stand  fest  till  morj 
is  brought  The  glorious  earnestness  of  Ameri 
can  citizens  contending  in  a  just  cause  it 
nowhere  more  nobly  evinced  than  here  to-da^ 
in  the  army  of  Ghneral  Sherman.  The  patience 
too,  with  which  the  men  bear  wounds  an<i 
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inferiDg,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  •  Cheerily, 
and  even  merrily,  those  who  can  do  so,  hop 
aw^  to  the  rear  on  poles  and  sticks,  or  leaning 
OQ  *tfae  should^  of  a  comrade,  and  those  who 
have  Men  await  the  coming  of  the  stretcher, 
and,  in  the  hospital,  their  torn  nnder  the  lanoe 
and  the  saw,  qnietiy  and  without  complaint 
One  poor  fellow,  whose  life  was  swiftly  ruDning 
OQt  in  a  great  red  stream,  from  a  ghastly  sheU- 
wovnd  which  severed  his  leg,  uttered  no  groan, 
nor  did  his  check  blanch,  though  he  knew  too 
weD  that  deet^  was  but  a  few  hours  off. 

VooK  Hnji  KoBBBAsr  or  IUudil  Ga.,  \ 
Ifay  »,  18M.        / 

In  my  hat  letter  I  gave  you  a  brief  account 
of  the  operations  of  this  anmr  up  to  the  twen- 
tT-KTenth,  including  the  afodrs  of  Generals 
Hooker  and  Wood — ^battles  they  would  have 
been  in  tiie  younger  days  of  Ihe  war,  but  not 
now — and  will  now  continue  it  to  date. 

At  the  time  of  General  Wood's  6ght  with  the 
eoemj,  the  Unes  of  battle  had  been  completed, 
ftoQ^  since  modified,  and  were  syfter  me  fol- 
towiog  order :  The  ri^ht  resting  on,  and  extend- 
ing a  mile  beyond  Dallas,  under  McPherson,  was 
composed  of  the  commands  of  Generals  Logan, 
Dodge,  and  Jeff.  C.  Davis.  Its  flank  was  pro- 
tects by  Garrard's  cavalry.  Next  in  order,  to 
006  left,  were  Generals  Hooker,  Qoward,  and 
Johnson,  forming  the  centre,  wi^  General  Boho- 
field  on  the  left,  and  the  flank  covered  by  the 
cavahr  of  Generals  Stoneman,  McCook,  and  Kil- 
|)atricL  These  forces  were  drawn  out  in  an 
nregukr  line,  running  north-east  and  south- 
west, and  presenting  a  front  of  twelve  or  four- 
teeo  mDes.  The  location  was  on  the  southern 
Bpon  of  the  Allatoona  range  of  hills,  across  a 
eootinuons  succession  of  hilb  and  valleys,  form- 
ing a  very  broken  surface,  and  the  whole — ex- 
cept now  and  ftien  a  cleared  field-— covered  with 
heavy  piae  and  oak  forests.  Through  this 
noge,  TOwn  into  the  open  coimtry  beyond,  pass 
several  roads  which  we  wish  to  pass  over,  and 
which  ^e  rebels  intend  to  dispute  by  planting 
artillery  on  flie  flanking  hills.  Mihtary  men 
wj  they  occupy  a  strong  position ;  one  which 
it  will  be  wasteful  of  human  life  to  attempt  to 
cairj  by  straight  work.  Such,  tiien,  being  the 
pamtion,and  the  rebels  having  felt  our  strength 
m  Am  centre,  in  resisting  General  Hooker's  ad- 
vance, and  having  found  that  our  line  was  not 
eagfly  to  be  broken  at  that  point,  next  made  an 
Atteinpt  to  break  over  the  lines  on  the  left, 
whi<£  attempt  it  cost  Ihe  unfortunate  division 
of  Wood  so  many  men  to  resist  The  exact 
ksB,  80  far  as  ascertained,  of  the  division,  and 
Scribner's  brigade,  which  assisted  on  the  left, 
▼as  one  ftousand  six  hundred  and  ten.  But 
iBa^y  were  wounded  who  feD  into  the  posses- 
ikm  of  the  rebels,  as  did  nearly  all  the  dead,  so 
hard  were  our  forces  pressed.  Some  of  the 
stretcher-bearers,  even,  were  captured  as  they 
attempted  to  pueii  too  far  out  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  humane  work.  Batteries  were  at  length 
pbated  which  replied  to  the  enemy^s  fire,  and 


occasional  shells  were  pitched  into  our  eamp  all 
ni^ht,  though  the  enemv  has  not  attempted  any- 
thing sinoe  upon  the  left.  This  affair,  it  will  be 
rem^nbered,  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  Mblj,  On  tiiie  evening  of  the 
next  day  thev  made  a  similar  attempt  to  turn 
our  right  flauK,  under  McPherson.  About  half- 
past  four  in  the  afternoon,  after  having  vigor- 
ously shelled  our  position  for  three-quarters  of 
an  hour,  they  made  a  simultsoieous  assault  upon 
the  works  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  and  the  left 
"^ng  of  the  Sixteenth,  forming  an  unbroken 
front  of  more  than  a  mue  in  extent  The  Fif- 
teenth corps,  under  conunand  of  General  John 
A.  Logan,  formed  Ihe  right  of  the  line,  and  the 
left  wing  of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Dodge,  was  posted  on  the  left 
The  assault  was  one  of  the  most  furious  and 
persistent  yet  made  in  the  campaign.  It  was 
made  by  the  corps  of  Hardee,  supposed  to  be 
about  twenfy-three  thousand  strong,  all  of  them 
seasoned  veterans,  and  ^hting  wilh  the  utmost 
obstinacy.  They  rushed  impetuously  forward 
under  a  withering  fire  from  our  musketry,  until 
many  of  them  were  within  twenty  feet  of  our 
breastworks.  Five  of  their  color-bearers  were 
found  dead  in  their  places  at  that  distance  from 
our  front  Fifty-four  dead  rebels  were  counted 
lying  on  the  ground  directly  in  front  of  one 
re^ment,  the  Sixty-sixth  Indiana.  After  they 
hs^  withdrawn  from  the  bloody  field,  our  forces 
had  buried  three  hundred  of  their  dead,  and 
there  were  vet  many  more,  when  tiiey  were 
ordered  by  the  rebels,  with  curses,  to  desist,  and 
our  stretcher-bearers  were  at  once  fired  upon. 
What  better  evidences  than  the  above  of  the 
bravery,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  barbarity 
of  the  rebels,  could  be  asked  ?  Yet  it  was  all 
unavailing.  Our  forces  stood  like  a  wall,  and 
it  was  to  the  audacious  rebels  a  wall  of  devour- 
ing fire.  General  Logan  depended  ahnost  en- 
timy  on  musketry  for  repelling  the  attack,  since 
he  md  few  pieces  in  position,  and  fewer  still 
(four)  were  enabled,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  to  play  on  the  enemy.  He  had  not  yet 
completed  the  breastworks,  even,  but  only  ^ot 
them  in  readiness  on  the  summits  of  the  hills 
and  extended  a  little  way  down  the  sides,  so 
that  on  a  good  portion  of  tl^e  front  the  men 
fought  face  to  face,  with  only  their  good  mus- 
kets for  a  defence.  But  Logan  himself  was  a 
host  Riding  along  the  entire  line,  with  an 
electric  word  for  each  brave  regiment,  swing- 
ing his  hat  and  cheering  where  the  bullets  were 
thickest  his  strong  voice  rising  high  above  the 
roar  of  Ihe  fieht,  me  splendid  enthusiasm  of  the 
man  inspired  the  troths  with  like  temper,  if 
such  inspiration  were  needed,  and  insured  their 
invincibility,  which  was  never  for  a  moment 
doubtfuL  "  They  were  more  than  we,"  said  the 
General, "  but  we  can  whip  them  every  time — 
every  fifteen  minutes  a  day."  And  he  is  right, 
BO  long  as  himself  is  included  in  the  number. 
With  such  a  leader,  the  men  who  compose  the 
Army  of  the  West  can  accomplish  almost 
miracles. 
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The  rebel  Joss  is  estimated  at  headquarters 
at  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  or  three 
thousand,  and  the  estunate  can  well  be  accepted 
when  the  &ct  I  have  given  above  is  recalled. 
One  hundred  and  fiffy  prisoners  were  taken, 
and  none  lost  Oar  loss  is  set  down  at  about 
four  hundred  and  eightv,  in  the  two  commands 
of  Logan  and  Dodge ;  the  exact  number  in  &e 
Fifteentii  corps  was  two  hundred  and  thirtf- 
eight  The  figures  given  above  include,  on 
both  sides,  the  killed  and  wounded  and  cap- 
tured, and  on  our  side  also,  the  trivial  losses 
by  skirmishing  on  the  two  subseqpent  days. 
Among  the  commissioned  officers  killed  on  our 
side  were  Colonel  Dickerman,  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Illinois,  Major  Geisy.  of  the 
Forty-sixth  Ohio,  and  Lieuteiunt  LoveU,  of  the 
Twenty-seventii  Ohio.  The  body  of  MaJOT 
Geisy  has  been  embalnied,  and  sent  home  to 
his  friends.  Captain  Congers,  of  the  Sixly^ 
fourth  Illinois,  and  Captain  McRae.  Sixty-sixth 
Indiana,  were  severely  wounded.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  thirtieth,  also,  a  stray  shot  from  a 
skinnisher  slightly  grazed  General  Logan  on 
the  left  arm.  and  entered  the  right  breast  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  chief  of  artillery  to  General 
Mcpherson,  inflicting  a  very  peSnfrd  wound, 
thou^  it  is  thought  ne  will  recover. 

There  have  thus  occurred,  since  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  sou&  of  the  Etowah  River,  up 
to  the  evening  of  the  twenty-eiehth,  three  sep- 
arate affiurs  which  approadied  almost  to  the 
dig^ty  of  battles.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth  the  enemy  attempted  to  resist  the 
advance  of  Hooker  in  the  centre ;  on  the  twentv- 
seventh  they  attempted  to  turn  the  left  flank, 
under  General  Wood,  and  on  the  twenty-eighth, 
to  turn  the  right,  under  McPherson.  An  honest 
statement  of  the  facts  compels  the  acknowledg- 
ment, that  in  the  first  they  suoceeded  substan- 
tially, though  the  afihir  wore  a  sufficiently  bril- 
liant aspect  from  our  having  carried  the  first 
slight  line  of  work§,  and  carried  on  the  pursuit 
with  80  much  ekm^  till  we  were  rudely  halted 
by  the  artillery  and  heavier  forces  of  Uie  second. 
Our  losses,  too,  here,  being  the  attacking  party, 
and  encountering  a  severe  discharge  of  canister, 
with  none  to  answer  it,  was,  doubtless,  heavier 
than  that  of  the  enemy.  So  in  tibe  second. 
Here  we  had  little  available  artillery,  and  met  a 
formidable  fire  from  every  species  of  arms.  It 
cost  us  a  heavy  loss,  but  it  was  imperatively 
necessary  to  st<^  the  enemv's  advance.  But  in 
the  action  on  the  right  it  was  better.  The 
results  were  equally  Rood,  whfle  the  losses 
were  far  lighter,  and  me  enemy  suffered  in  an 
inverse  ratio.  Not  that  the  troops  were  any 
braver  on  the  right,  or  the  fighting  any  better, 
for  they  were  not,  nor  could  they  be,  but  they 
fought  on  the  defensive. 

Ifeytt. 

After  having  remained  in  position  before  the 
eaemj  three  oays,  and  tested  pretty  tiiorou^hly 
his  strength  and  disposition,  and  asoertained 
that  the  passes  were  too  strongly  fortified  to  be 


carried  without  an  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  the 
determination  seems  to  have  been  formed  to 
march  the  whole  liiie  of  battle  by  the  left  flank^ 
and  thed,  by  a  sudden  massing  of  troops,  \o 
efibct  a  passage  by  certain  roads  in  tliat  quarter, 
yet  undefined.  This  plan  was  to  have  been 
carried  out  auietly  and  -  secretly  during  th« 
night  of  this  aay.  But,  in  some  way,  the  rebelfl 
were  informed  of  the  design,  or  at  least  stroz^y 
suspected  it^and  suooeeaea  in  postponing  iti 
execution.  This  they  did  by  noisy  and  hmt\ 
cmnbe  attacks  witii  artHIery  and  mumcetry  190a 
the  right  centre  and  right,  which  they  made  ^ 
frequent  intervals  during  the  night,  and  with 
so  much  ai^parent  fiiry  and  purpose  that  our 
Generals  deemed  it  unwise  to  attempt  the  move- 
ment It  is  an  axiom  of  war  that  a  flank  march 
in  firont  of  the  enemy  is  the  most  dangerow 
that  a  commander  is  called  upon  to  make,  and! 
should  always  be  covered  with  the  utmost 
secrecy.  Though  the  enemv's  fire  was  neces- 
sarily aimless  and  vain  in  me  darkness  of  the 
dense  forests,  stOl  it  was  not  known  to  what  it 
might  lead;  and  as  it  showed  that  our  nkn 
was  discovered,  the  men  lay  auiet  in  tbdr 
works,  and  allowed  the  skirminiers  and  flie 
cannon  to  make  fepljr*  And  repl;|r  they  did, 
with  a  mighty  emphasis.  Tvre  or  six  batterkt 
of  thimder^rs  gave  forth  into  ihe  still  midnigfat 
ur  of  Georgia  such  sounds  as  they  were  li&e 
wont  to  hear,  and  as  their  deep  voices  reve^ 
berated,  far  and  wide,  through  t&e  fofests,  thej! 
admonished  the  impudent  rebels,  in  tones 
which  were  not  to  be  mistaken,  of  die  poten^l 
of  the  monster  they  had  awakened  from  his 
slumbers.  As  we  lay  that  night,  on  our  sleep- ! 
less  beds  of  leaves,  while  an  occasional  MiDi6 
sputtered  through  me  leaves  overhead,  and  the 
loud  bellowing  of  the  cannon  made  the  whole 
air  quake,  we  had  a  slight  earnest  of  "  the  pride^  | 
the  pomp,  ^e  circumstance  of  ebrious  war. 
The  result  of  all  this  noise  and  fury  was,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  very  slight,  twen^  | 
men  wounded  on  eur  side,  and  probably  a' 
greater  number  on  the  other.  The  attack  od 
McFherson's  line  was  equally  impudent  and 
empty.  It  was  repeated  three  several  times, 
ana  caused  a  loss  equaUy  trivial  with  our 
own. 

The  last  night's  w<»'k  had  disarranged  the 
plans  for  tilis  day,  and  there  nrast  be  new  oob- 
sultations,  new  <uawii^  of  lines  on  fhe  ma|N^ 
new  calculations  of  chances  and  balancfaig  of 

Erobabilities ;  and,  meantime,  the  great  army 
es  quiet,  and  the  day  is  distinguished  for 
notiiing,  except  the  endless  skirmishing  and 
picket^ring.  Will  they  never  have  done  with 
that  popping  and  peppering  of  guns  !  Are  ow 
ears  miide  of  leather,  and  our  nerves  of  tanned 
leather  T  Besides  all  that,  tliere  is  great  danger 
that  soniebody  will  get  hit 

To4norrow  will,  no  doubt, "  usher  in  great 
events."    They  can  not  long  be  delayed. 
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Exmmaa,  «a.»  11^  ao,  1864 

Wtbad  aa  ng^  fitHe  affidr  on  the  tweoty- 
m  instut,  tiiat  ooflt  ^e  Hbyentii  Kentnolrjr 
cavaby  prot^  dear^.  The  Pint  and  JSeventh 
lea&Kky  oaTalry,  oommaiKled  by  Colonel  Hol- 
m^  a  binte  and  daring  officer,  had  advaaoed 
use  ten  milee  beyond  this  place,  which  is  a 
smE  eomty  town  on  the  DilUm  and  Atianta 
mkmd,  thkty-eight  miles  from  the  former  and 
iba«tiiz^  fimn  the  latter  |4aoe.  Borne  of  the 
^emj'M  cavahy  had  been  dieoovwed  on  onr 
l«ft&iik,aod  had  sooeeeded  in  captorii^  a  few 
bones  of  the  fieTonth  £IentiidEy ,  who  were  ont 


Oft  tbe  morning  of  it»  twenty-third,  onr  bri- 
gidfl,eoapoaed  of  said  reeimenti,  tise  fiHiner 
coataaodd  by  Colonel  Adams,  and  the  latter 
by  UeateBaaiColoDel  Alexsmder,  and  the  whole 
QQtkr  ooomand  of  Colond  Holman,  was  ordered 
\»tk  toGaasTille  8tatkm  (a  depot  on  said  rail- 
:^  ^KHit  eight  miles  be3^ond  this  plaoe,  and 
liwal  two  ailea  sontii  of  CassviUe,  from  which 
tiw  ititioB  takes  its  name),  to  tad  inprotecting 
*&iioof  wagons  at  tiiat  staltion.  We  readied 
'JtttpiMs  tewards  noon,  and  in  thcaftemoon  we 
^Jnto  caam.  On  the  next  morning  we  were 
'xia^d  to  Baddle  up  and  be  prepared  to  move 
at  a  Booieafg  warning.  In  a  short  time  onr 
picketi  Game  in,  and  reported  they  had  been 
^inrea  in  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy's 
^ity.  Msjor  Boyle,  a  brave  yonng  officer, 
'^^  a  fev  oompRties  of  &e  Seventh  Ken- 
cici7,aiid  went  m  search  of  the  enemy,  btit  re- 
^ati  withoot  succeeding  in  finding  him.  In 
a  sksn  tiiae  we  heard  brisk  firing  in  front,  and 
*«e  ordered  ioHnediiiftely  to  monnt  and  ad- 
^«cMewards  Hie  seme  of  action.  We  hast- 
ned  forward,  and  soon  learned  ^at  Ibe  enemy 
aiidacked  and  burned  oar  wagon  train.  The 
^  «avpnsed  some  tiiirty  or  forty  wagons, 
*iackkad  been  ordered  back  to  ^is  plaoe. 

^  force  to  protect  them,  as  I  have  been  in- 
ifmt^  by  some  of  the  soldiers,  was  the  Fonr- 
■©fflJh  Kento^  inluitry,  nine  hundred  and 
^^^^eigiit  strong,  and  some  two  hundred  of 
^Oat Bimdred  and  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  in- 
*^,  with  said  brigade  of  cavalry,  composed 
'^  K  or  aeven  hundred  men.  The  wi^ons  are 
«*  tehsTs  been  on^M^  by  Gkneral  Sohofield 
i*  Mve  out  in  front  The  infentry  in  ttieir 
JJ».  md  the  eavaliy  again  in  the  rear  of  them, 
t'^aailSchoMd  s^ppoein^  that  if  any  attack 
^  "ade  upon  the  train,  it  would  come  from 
^WK.  And  if  tiie  rebels  had  been  accom- 
^^^^te^  eooqgh  fo  make  the  attack  just  at 
'^■^pnint  all  would  have  been  well,  and  they 
r^hare  been  handsomely  repulsed,  but  the 
^J-^H  eowahOy  scamps  waited  until  the  head 
^  Ibe  trsm  had  advam^  about  a  mile  and  a 
^  md  Own  attadced  them  about  the  centre, 
•«»  tben  wen  no  ugly  guns  to  confront 
j*,ind  succeeded  in  bmrning  the  greater  por- 
•«  (rf  the  train.  The  presumption  is,  wnen 
^'^cvil  Schofield  gave  such  orders,  he  was  not 
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aware  that  the  enemv's  cavahy  had  been  for 
some  days  hovering  aoout  our  left  fiank,  thoogh 
in  what  numbers  it  was  impossible  ta  conjec- 
ture. Fortunately,  our  mule  train  containing  our 
aemiimHion  was  hi  the  rear  of  the  wagons,  and 
was  all  Siufe. 

Had  one  regiment  of  the  cavaby  advanced  in 
front,  and  the  other  in  the  rear,  wiA  the  infantry 
on  each  side  of  the  wagons,  with  skinnishers 
thrown  out  at  some  distance  in  every  direction, 
to  gufluti  aeainst  a  surprise,  the  result  would, 
have,  doubtless,  been  very  different  The  loss 
of  propertjr,  however,  was  very  trifling. 

After  this  disaster  &e  small  amount  of  fmrage 
at  Cassville  Station  was  burned,  and  our  wh<3e 
force,  with  the  mule  trains,  advanced  a  short 
distance,  when  ^e  trains  and  infantry  were 
hidted,  and  the  cavalry  advanced  across  a  small 
stream,  near  to  which  was  a  hea^^  line  of  breast- 
works and  rifle-pits,  made  by  Johnston  on  his 
retreat,  and  thence  across  an  open  fi^,  and 
attacked  the  enemy  in  a  dense  oak  and  pine 
forest,  eAtfrely  beyond  supporthig  distance  of 
the  infantry.  The  fire  from  the  enemy  con- 
cealed in  ^e  bush  was  so  heavy  and  murderous 
tiiat  our  brave  boys  were  immediately  driven 
back  and  hotly  pursued  by  a  heavy  Hne  of  the 
enemy  across  me  open  field,  nobly  contesting 
the  ground,  as  they  retreated  before  a  superior 
force ;  and  to  increase  the  difficulty,  our  brave 
feUows  had  to  ffie  away  to  the  right  to  get 
round  said  breastworks  and  rifle-pits.  The 
Eleventh  Kentucky  cavalry  had  five  killed  on 
the  spot,  one  mor^y  wounded,  who  died  the 
ensuing  night,  one  slightiy)  and  two  badly, 
though  not  dangerously,  wounded.  The  names 
of  tiie  kiQed  are  E.  Colvin,  Company  D ;  James 
KallBher,  Company  B ;  Alex.  Kn^t,  Company 
I ;  Samuel  Kidwefl,  Company  D ;  John  Smithy, 
Company  H,  and  John  Martin,  mortally  wounded 
and  since  died,  of  Company  El.  Brave  feUows, 
they  died  in  a  noble  cause.  All  hongr  to  thefr 
memories.  They  are  buried  near  the  hospital 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kinestoo.  Boards,  with  meir 
names  rudely  carved  upon  them,  mark  the 
places  where  they  sleep  their  last  sleep.  Sam- 
son ft^ydott,  of  the  Sixth  Tennessee  inmntry,  a 
wagoner,  was  also  mortally  wounded,  and  died 
on  Wednesday  night,  the  twenty-fiflii  instant. 
A  board  with  his  name  carved  upon  it  marks 
his  resting-place  beside  the  others.' 

TTie  names  of  ouir  wounded  are,  Francis  Lewis 
and  Valentine  Her,  Company  K,  and  Augustus 
Foldon,  Company  H,  Eleventh  Kentucky  cavahry. 
There  are  also  missing  upwards  of  thirty,  one  of 
whom.  Captain  Lintbark,  is  known  to  have  been 
taken  prisoner.  The  others  are  doubtlesB  pris- 
oners. The  First  Kentucky  cavahy  had  two 
men  wounded :  Timothy  Lake,  badly  though  not 
dangerously,  of  Company  C,  and. Lewis  middle- 
ston,  diehny.  They  are  aH  doing  well.  These 
are  all  me  casualties  in  our  brigade  so  fkr  as  I 
can  learn. 

The  enemy  did  not  accomplish  all  this  mis- 
chief with  impunity.  The  eallant  Lieutenant 
Hall  emptied  one  Kiddle,  and  the  brave  Lien- 
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tenant  Bbrria  anotilier.  lientdDaot  Hania  aka 
disabled  one  of  the  rebels  by  a  blow  on  big 
bead  with  a  saber,  and  oaptored  him.  There 
was  also  a  rebel  SergeantJtcgor  taken  prisoner. 
Whether  the  enemy  snsiaiaed  any  further  low 
or  not,  I  don't  know. 

Our  boys  state  that  they  saw  some  of  oar 
men  shot  and  others  knocked  upon  the  head 
after  they  surrendered,  and  three  of  the  men 
that  we  buried  hi^ve  marks  of  having  been 
knocked  on  the  head;  two  of  them  hSi  fatal 
gunshot  wounds.  The  other  had  the  side  of  his 
forehead  crushed  in,  apparently  bv  a  blow  with 
a  clubbed  gun ;  there  were  no  ooier  suurks  of 
violence  upon  his  person* 

The  rebels  were  led  by  tibe  savage  Wheeler, 
so  I  am  informed  bv  the  wounded  rebel  pris- 
oner we  have  in  charge.  I  asked  him  how 
many  men  Wheeler  had.  He  replied  he  did 
not  Know,  but  that  he  did  not  mink  that  he 
could  have  had  more  than  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred. 

As  our  force  was  probaiUy  double  that  of  the 
enemy,  had  there  been  a  combined  attack  by 
our  cavalry  and  infantiy.  it  might  hs^re  s«o- 
ceeded  in  entirely  discomfiting  him. 

Bi  a  little  skirmish  which  we  had  with  the 
enemy  on  the  twelfth  inst,  the  morning  we 
reached  our  Unes  near  Dalton,  we  had  one  man 
killed,  James  Self,  a  brave  fellow,  greatly  be- 
loved by  all  the  hoys  who  knew  him. 
John  Tafii^ 

Cbagteln  Eleventb  Kentoolqr  Ctefalrj. 


Tn  iMTT  Won  or  m  Abut,       \ 
ay  11,1861 1 


NiAB  Diuuvoir,  May  I 


The  chief  transactions  of  the  past  three  days» 
forming  episodes  in  the  da4yand  nightly  slur- 
mish  £ing,  shelling^  and  assaults  by  the  en^ny 
on  various  parts  oi  our  extended  and  impreg- 
nable line,  have  been  the  attack  upon  McPfaer- 
son  on  the  extreme  ri^ht,  on  Saturoay,  the  twen- 
1y-eiffhth.  Three  divisions  were  moved  to  the 
atta^  at  a  time  when  he  was  supposed  to  be 
about  to  move  by  the  flank,  to  dose  mp  the  gap 
between  his  left  and  the  right  wing  of  Thomas, 
But,  Aough  about  to  move,  ne  was  found  still  in 
position,  and  prepared  to  inflict  a  severe  chas- 
tisement upon  the  enemy.  The  flffht  was  a  se- 
vere ouoi  lasting  about  one  hour,  during  which 
our  men  arewHud  to  have  behaved  with  con- 
summate coolness  and  courage.  The  enemy 
was  repulsed  with  a  very  healnr  loss.  The  field 
was  covered  with  their  deaoL  and  wounded. 
General  McPherson  reports  that  he  buried  three 
hundred,  and  had  about  fifty  mortal  cases  of 
rebel  wounded  in  his  hospitals.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  cannot,  he  thinks,  &U  sh<Nrt*of  twenty- 
five  hundred. 

On  Monday  night  there  was  an  attempt  to 
drive  in  our  skirmisbers  in  firont  of  Ae  Twenty- 
third  corps ;  but  the  Second  and  Third  divisions 
sent  them  to  the  right  about,  inflicting  consid- 
erable loss  upon  the  attanking  party.  Our  loss 
was  not  large. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Folk's  corps  lying  in 


front  of  the  Twcn^-lhiid  oovpsi,  made  a  dash  at 
the  Second  and  Thu*d  divisions  with  two  heavy 
lines  of  skhrnishers.  Our  advance  line  was 
obliged  to  &11  baok  l^)sa  the  Mcond  Une,  and 
they  in  torn  upon  ike  reserve,  when  ths  eneoD/ 
met  with  sioh  a  hot  reoeption,  Uiey  fell  baok  in 
discnrder,  leaving  many  dsad  and  wounded  od 
the  field.  Our  loss  was  ten  or  twelve  killed, 
and  some  forty  wounded,  in  the  two  divisions. 
We  breu|^t  eight  eebel  dead  within  oor  lines, 
from  the  imme£ate  vioiidty  of  our  works,  whidi 
were  only  a  small  part  of  those  who  feU  under 
the  steadv  fire  of  our  troops,  Oitr  lines  were 
again  established  in  the  sasM  pontions,  and  have 
not  since  been  disturbed,  except  l^  the  perpet- 
ual attention  of  the  sharpshooters,  who  occa- 
sionally piok  off  a  muu  The  wounded  bare 
been  sent  to  the  rear,  under  the  arrangesaenti  of 
Dr.  Shippen. 

KiUecL^ohn  Ooffelt,  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventh  Illinois ;  William  Peer,  B,  Fifdeth  Ohio ; 
W.  B.  Hagel,  I,  Fiftieth  Ohio ;  John  Franklin,  B, 
Fiftieth  Ohio ;  William  Wiley,  A,  Fiftieth  Ohio ; 
John  Qotter,  K,  Fiftieth  Ohio ;  Joseph  Smith,  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio:  Samuel  F  Tot- 
ten,  F,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio ;  Thomas 
£.  Williams,  G,  One  Hundredth  Ohio;  Daniel 
Hager,  K,  Fourui  Kentucky.     • 

JneL 

The  enenw  have  been  v^  active  in  shelliiig 
our  line  to-oay,  under  the  impression,  posnb^, 
that  some  chamjpe  is  oecurring  in  the  aispesitiiHi 
of  our  lines — ^which  may  prove  correct  I  re- 
frain at  present  from  iadioating  what  the  nature 
of  the  movement  is,  as  it  may  fiiU  into  rebel 
hands,  and  afford  ^e  enemy  som^  due  to  om 
future  plans.         « 

Everything  is  workiog  well  McPherson  if 
dosing  up  upon  our  rights  and  the  army  will 
now  be  ready  to  make  the  next  move  on  the 
chess-board  at  once. 

Writing  evidently  under  a  total  misander 
standing  of  the  &cts,  your  correspondent  di<i 
the  greatest  ii\justice  to  General  Gox*s  division 
in  the  account  he  gave  of  the  battle  of  Besacos 
Your  ftdmess  will,  I  am  sure,  lead  yon  to  cor 
rect  the  mistake. 

The  division  was  not  **  last,"  as  the  correfl 
pendent  states,  but  was  on  the  extreme  left,  anc 
was  the  first  to  encounter  the  enemy  ou  Saturday 
morning,  the  fourteenth  of  M^y.  The  cokunu  ha( 
moved  through  woods  impassable  for  artiller; 
and  the  skirmishing  had  commenced  before  aoj 
battery  had  some  up.  The  artillery  of  Genera 
Cox'b  division  cut  their  own  road  through  tht 
woods^  bridged  ravines,  and  were  on  the  eoc 
my's  right  in  position,  and  had  opened  on  ^n 
about  nine  o'clock  ▲.  ic.  The  Futeenth  Indno 
battery,  and  Battery  D.  of  the  Firat  Ohio  Ligb 
Artillerv,  dismounted  two  rebd  guns  in  a  wor 
situated  to  the  enemy's  right  oxSi  rear.  The 
also  set  fire  to  a  buildmg  containing  ammunition 
whidi  was  burned  towards  eleven  o'dodr.  Th 
infJEuitry  of  the  division  were  Uie  only  troop 
that  chareed  and  actually  carried  the  enemy 
lines  on  that  day.    This  was  aecomplished  U 
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twMB  twelve  and  one  p.  x.  Tbej  afterwards 
kept  tfae  enemy  from  loa^g  and  firing  tiieir 
gmts  bj  a  flfairp  fire  npon  thev  eaanoniers.  The 
Ose  Hradred  and  Thnrd  Ohio  volunteer  infiimiry 
cvned  tiie  diyinon  atandard  a  hundred  yards 
to  tte  rear  of  the  eoemy'e  chief  rifle-pita,  where 
it  was  maiataiAed  mitu  the  regiment  was  re- 
lieved, after  dark.  Thia  gAint  act  oost  Ihe 
fegimeat  two  rankrae  captains,  who  were  ano- 
oamtij  in  comnand,  tiie  whole  oolor-gnard,  and 
ooe  hniidred  men.  The  diviaion  held  its  poai- 
UoB,  not  retiring  an  indi,  until  relieved  about 
duk,  and  when  eveiy  round  of  ammunition  had 
beeo  eq>eaded. 

Theae  atatementa  I  know,  from  personal  ob- 
icrratifla,  and  from  information  obtained  from 
tiie  moat  credible  aoureea,  are  enthnely  true.  The 
atttement  tiial  Greneral  Cox  acted  independently 
of  orders,  or  iu  violation  of  them,  it  were  hardly 
vorth  wldle  to  contradict  for  the  information  of 
mj  persona  at  afl  aoqusdnted  witii  that  officer. 
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FH3HT  AT  BOUNI)  MOUNTAIN.  TENN. 

COLONEL  GBOBTS  BCTOBt 

MlUPliWIIlHIO,  TBOflllll,  > 

Aofusi  80,  IMOL     ; 

Gmeral  J.  Ammon,  MsMlnnviUe,  Termestee  : 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  at  six  o'clock. 
He  foreea  vnder  my  command  had  an  engage- 
Beat  with  General  Forrest  between  three  and 
Unr  o'clock  r.  m.,  on  the  twentv-^evenU^  instant, 
u  *  Boaad  Moontun,"  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Woodbury.  He  made  the  attack  iq)on  our  rear, 
ad,  as  he  aoj^osed,  upon  om*  train.  But  in- 
ted  of  my  train,  hia  heavy  force  came  in  con- 
tKt  with  tlie  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  under 
Colonel  Mundy.  The  enemy  were  handaomely 
npalied,  and  with  a  portion  of  Captain  Men- 
wohill  8  battery,  the  right  wing  of  the  Thirty- 
uA  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Mundy's  regiment, 
*e  piffBBed  and  drove  them  over  two  miles, 
sottering  them  in  every  direction.  Our  loss  is 
focr  of  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and  one 
Gf  LieiitananM36lonel  Coduan's  cavalry  wound- 
ed. The  kwa  of  the  enemy  is  much  larger. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  Gbosb, 
Ooloiiel,  oommaiuUnf  Tealh  Brigade. 
/.  E.  HoLLawD, 
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ittTiuB  OF  vrrrsBimaiL  landing, 
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Vaunnamty  iruM  PmsBCBO  Landoki, 
TonoBn^  April  8,  1868. 

^^tomd  Jacob  Amman,  commanding  Tenth  Bri- 

pde^Fofoih  Division: 

Bn:  In  dia^diarge  of  my  duty,  I  make  the 
^^ioviog  repeat  of  the  port  the  Thirty-sixth 


fndiana  vohmteera  took  in  l!ie  general  engage- 
ment at  this  ^ace  on  the  evening  of  ttie  sixth 
and  day  of  the  seventh  instant  On  the  march 
from  Snivannah  on  the  sixth,  my  regiment  bad 
the  advance  of  the  column  of  General  Buell's 
army,  and  I  sent  four  companies  forward  as  an 
advance  guard,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ctoy,  leaving  four  wit^  me  at  the  head 
of  the  column  Qwo  companies  having  been  left 
behind  on  other  duty).  On  reaching  the  river, 
with  the  four  companies  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  they  were  immediately  ferried  over  to 
join  those  under  Lieutenent-Colonel  Cuy,  that 
had  paiaed  over  before  my  arrival.  On  arriving 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  under  circum- 
stances that  looked  discouraging  to  new  troops, 
my  regiment,  eight  companies,  about  four  hun- 
dred strong,  was  formea  amid  great  commotion 
and  excitement  WhUe  forming  the  regiment 
one  of  my  men  was  killed  by  a  ball  from  the 
enemy's  artillery.  As  soon  as  formed,  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Buell,  iu  person,  to  advance 
to  support  Captain  Stone's  battery,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  my  place 
of  forming,  which  was  done  in  tolerable  order, 
and  as  soon  as  the  regiment  was  in  place  the 
firing  commenced,  and  continued  until  near  dusk. 
I  there  lost  another  man  killed  and  one  woimded, 
repulsed  the  enemy  and  saved  the  battery,  which 
was  the  only  part  taken  by  General  Buell's  army 
that  day.  During  the  fore  part  of  the  night, 
with  the  brigade  we  took  an  advance  position 
of  about  two  hundred  vards,  and  took  our  posi- 
tion on  the  left  of  tiie  brigade  and  extreme  left 
of  the  line  of  battle,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
formed  during  the  night,  and  lay  on  our  arms 
until  five  and  a  half  the  next  morning,  when  we 
were  ordered  and  moved  forward  with  the  bri- 
gade in  line  of  battle,  in  the  front  line,  with  two 
companies  thrown  forward  and  to  tlie  left  as 
skirmishers.  We  advanced  forward,  to  the  left 
of  the  Corinth  road,  about  ona-half  mile,  when 
our  skirmishers  engaged  the  enemy,  we  advanc- 
ing steadily,  and  the  enemy  falling  back  for  a 
distance  of  about  one  mile  from  where  we  lay 
in  the  morning,  when  the  engagement  became 
eeneral,  in  strong  force  on  both  sides.  Seeing 
Sie  enemy  makmg  continuous  efforts  to  turn 
our  left,  I  threw  out  a  thkd  ooapany  as  skir- 
mishers, which,  with  the  assistance  of  the  skir- 
mishers from  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  on  my 
right,  succeeded  in  saving  our  left  from  being 
tmued.  We  slowly  advanced,  our  skirmishers 
maintaining  their  positions,  driving  the  enemy's 
(cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery  before  them,  over 
the  same  ground  fought  over  the  previous  day. 
About  eleven  o'clock  my  remaining  five  com- 

{)anies  not  on  skirmish  to  our  left,  were  ordered 
brward  in  conjunction  with  the  Twenty-fourth 
Ohio,  and  a  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Illinois,  that 
had  been  sent  to  me  and  placed  on  my  left,  into 
the  general  fight,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in 
strong  force,  tiiey  with  a  heavy  battery,  cavalry, 
and  infantry  in  our  front  and  to  our  left  My 
regiment  advanced  to  a  fence  mostly  thrown 
down,  where  a  desperate  contest  ensued,  during 
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which  xaj  raiment  (five  compaaies)  idvanoed 
about  sevenfy-five  yards  to  a  second  fence, 
mostly  down,  my  right  resting  on  some  ola 
buildings.  While  in  this  position  my  ammoni- 
tion  gave  out,  most  of  my  men  having  fired  forty 
to  fiffy  rounds.  .  I  then  ordered  my  command  to 
fall  back  to  the  first  fence  to  secure  a  new  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  which  was  obtained,  and  we 
then  again  advanced  to  and  beyond  the  position 
we  had  left  The  enemy  at  this  time  main- 
tained an  eminence  about  four  hundred  yards 
distant,  in  a  woodland  upon  an  old  Union  camp 
ground.  We  now  received  orders  from  G^en- 
eral  Nelson  to  charge  them  with  bayonets, 
which  was  commenced  in  quick  time.  As  my 
regiment  reached  the  summit  of  the  eminence, 
the  enem^  was  far  out  of  our  reach,  moving  off 
with  their  battery  and  infantry,  their  cavalry 
takmg  the  Corinth  road  to  the  left,  all  in  double- 
quick  time.  We  now  occupy  the  ground  from 
which  we  drove  the  enemy,  over  which  we 
found  many  of  their  dead.  Tlie  main  striiggle 
at  the  fences,  as  above  stated,  before  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  charffe,  lasted  for  two  hours, 
from  eleven  to  one  o'dock. 

My  ofScers  and  men  behaved  well,  stood  liie 
fire  with  ^eat  bravery,  and  even  to  daring,  with- 
out flinching.  I  know  not  in  truth  how  to  com- 
pliment any  one  of  my  command  over  the  others, 
for  I  was  well  pleased  with  alL  The  casualties 
of  my  regiment  during  the  engagement,  includ- 
ing the  first  evening,  were  eight  killed,  one 
missing,  and  about  fifty  wounded,  six*  of  ^e 
latter  probably  mortally ;  a  complete  list  of  which 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be 
obtained.  Amone  my  killed  is  Lieutenant 
A.  M.  Davis,  of  Company  H,  who  commanded 
Company  £  in  the  engagements ;  he  fell  by  my 
side,  bravely  dischargmg  his  whole  duty.  Dur- 
ing most  of  the  engagement  I  was  on  foot,  my 
horse  having  been  shot  at  an  early  part  of  the 
main  fieht 

X  hav^  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
W.  Gbosb, 
Colonel,  Tbirt7-Blzth  Regiment  lodlana  Volanteen. 

Madison  Gbose. 

Ueoteaant  and  Adjutant 

OOf^ONEL  GBOSE^  LBITBR. 

Oa  Bim»niu),  Nsab  Phibbcbo  LAVDiira,  Ttior.,) 
April  U,  1882.       / 

Deab  FsiBicn :  I  wrote  jrou  yesterdav  and 
sent  you  a  copy  of  my  official  report,  ana  now 
send  you  a  complete  list  of  our  killed,  eight: 
missing,  two ;  wounded,  thirty-seven ;  total 
loss,  forty-seven.  Yet  all  of  the  wounded  but 
twenty-five  remain  with  us  and  are  on  duty. 
The  twenty-five  we  have  sent  down  the  river, 
and  hope  they  may  get  to  Indiana ;  we  got  them 
on  boats  as  soon  as  it  was  possible,  lor  there 
they  are  weU  cared  for,  and  cannot  be  else- 
where. Lieutenant  Chambers  and  Sergeant 
Fentriss  are  both  able  and  on  duty,  and  ready 
fur  another  contest,  which  I  think  we  will  have 
in  a  few  days. 


I  waM  like  to  give  you  ibm^  pntMnkrtif 
It  were  possible ;  taking  my  o&aal  rtoort  ti 
the  mab  oasis,  I  w31  add,  that  as  wo  lafidod  our 
regiment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  there 
were  at  least  fifteen  thousand  of  Qnmf s  panio- 
strick^o.  troops  who  had  thrown  away  &eir 
arms,  and  were  pressing  to  get  on  board  the 
boats  to  dear  themselves  from  danger  by  nm- 
ning,  and  as  my  regiment  marched  up  the  hiU 
we  would  hear  the  cowards  sty  to  my  men, 
"Youwillgetitr  "  You  will  COTae  back  T  ''You 
will  seeT  and  many  other  such  egressions; 
yet  our  men  went  bravely  iu>,  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  Generals  Buell  and  Nelson  both  with  me. 
While  forming,  the  heavy  fire  of  the  eneniy  was 
passing  thick  and  fast  over  and  around  us. 
Foot  White  was  struck  by  a  canister  shot  and 
both  his  legs  torn  ofi*,  and  about  the  same  time, 
a  staff  oflfi^r,  ten  feet  in  front  of  the  Une,  on 
horse,  between  General  Nelson  and  mjaelf,  had 
his  head  torn  off  with  a  cannon  ball  and  ffSi  a 
ghasQy  sight  before  my  regiment,  at  seeing 
which  a  few  of  our  men  nearest  to  the  scene 
shrank  back  a  few  steps,  but  as  soon  as  I  com- 
manded them  to  dress  up  their  Knee  they  did 
so  promptly,  and  obeyed  the  command  I  gave 
them  to  "  forward,  march"  in  the  line  of  battle, 
and  moved  off  about  one  hundred  yards  to  sup- 
port <me  of  our  retreating  batteries,  and  there 
we  opened  up  a  severe  fire  on  the  approadiing 
enemy,  which  I  think  was  the  first  evidence  the 
rebels  had  that  the  advance  of  Buell's  army  was 
arriving.  The  firinjp;  of  our  regiment  into  the 
enemy^s  advancing  torces,  and  thereby  announc- 
ing the  arrival  of  Buell's  army,  checked  the 
enemy  for  the  night,  and  everybody  here  says, 
tum^  the  tide  of  battle,  and  saved.  Grant's 
forces  from  being  driven  pell  mell  into  the 
river,  cut  to  pieces,  or  taken  prisoners  by  tens 
of  thousands.  It  is  admitted  here,  without  con- 
tradiction, that  if  we  had  been  one  hour  later, 
the  enemy  would  have  eained  the  river,  and 
their  victory  would  have  Seen  complete.  None 
of  Nelson's  or  Bueirs  forces  took  part  that  night, 
but  my  regiment  At  the  plaoe  to  whioh  we 
advanced  at  this  place,  is  where  the  brave 
Duboese,  of  Companv  C,  f^  The  next  morning 
we  found  that  we  had  dealt  out  death  to  the 
enemy  in  fair  proportions ;  in  fact,  while  I  was 
out  establishing  pickets  that  night,  we  passed 
over  their  d^kd  bodies.  I  went  witti  our 
pidEOts  tiwt  night  until  the  rebels  fired  on  us. 
As  we  were  ordered,  we  did  not  fire  on  tiiem  on 
that  occasion,  for  our  object  was  to  find  out 
their  position  for  the  work  next  morning,  and 
not  let  them  know  ours.  That  night  we  Eiy  on 
our  arms,  ready  for  action  any  moment,  under  a 
pelting  rain  most  of  the  night  At  hal^pest 
nve  next  morning,  wet  and  hungry,  we  moved 
off  into  tiie  desperate  renconter.  I  have  often 
read  of  ''death  and  carnage  on  Ihe  field  of 
battle,'*  but  never  had  any  just  conception  of 
it  until  now.  We  fought  forward  as  my  report 
shows  (that  I  sent  yesterday)  for  tiiree  miles, 
the  particulars  of  which  I  am  unaMe  to  give 
you  more  fully  now.     Suffice  it  to  say  now, 
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4ife  Ibt  IVr^viizfli  besn  tlie  ight.  iod  my 
teot  ■  Mw  reared  (to-di^)  on  the  fi^vanoe  poet 
wkce  iie  last  d«ad  rebel  felL  €^eneral  Neiaon 
iMtka  w<B  bivied  the  gpreat  Sidney  Jolmson, 
tH)>  coninMDder,  within  two  rods  ai  where  I 
MB  auw  wn&tg»  He  lies  silentiy  **  seekm^  his 
n^  in  dM  territories."  Tm  proyisional 
iM,  Oovenor  Jobnaon,  of  Kentooky,  is  abo 
iaoar  handa,  wotrnded, God  bleaa  him.  I  hope 
he  vifi  die  without  deky.  Our  loes  is  heavier 
thaolwiote yon  yesterday ;  it  is  now esthnated 
ttmt  thonnod  five  hnndred  killed,  two  thoo- 
■od  taken  prisoners  on  SondaT,  and  four 
tfaooand  wouQiGted;  total  ssren  thousand  five 
hndred.  That  «if  tte  enemy  is  much  larger, 
putiBakdy  in  killed. 

1  wiD  write  yoQ  sooie  of  tiie  particidars  more 
MeMf,  of  the  latter  part  of  the  battle,  in  my 
0Bxt»  if  Ifave  is  no  move  to  interrupt.  My 
bone  it  stffl  aliTe,  bat  I  oaimot  see  how  he 
euifire;  I  intend  saving  him  if  possible.  It 
■  te  to  Jfat  to  say  he  oommenoed  and  helped 
He  tiBxnKh  to  the  end,  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fi^anddaqM,  from  beginmnff  to  &e  last  I 
ttOf%  yen  wm  keep  seemly  tae  reports  sent 

TooEB  afiectiona^^, 

W.  Gbobs, 

CokmL 
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IHB  BATTSM  Of  STONE  BIVER. 

SSPOBT  OF  CQLONBL  GB06B. 

batSMsniM  TnB>  Bbuaio,  Stoooim  Dimioir, ) 
hmn  Woi«%  Asm  or  vbi  CvwasLAxo.        > 

Otglam  D.  W.  Ifarton,  A.  A.  A.  Q.,  Second 

6tt:  hi  acoordanoe  with  dntv,  I  have  the 
hnr  to  iiibmit  the  report  of  me  part  which 
^  bdgade,  under  my  command,  took  in  the 
neeat  batfles  before  Murfreesboro.  The  five 
wpmeati  Thirty^sixth  Indiana,  Major  Kinley  ; 
Tviatf-fbarth  Ohio,  Colonel  Jones ;  Sixth  Ohio. 
Goltiael  Andersoa ;  £ighty4omrth  lUinois,  Colonel 
WiiecB;  Twenty-tlard  Kentucky,  Major  Ham- 
^*  sggregate  officers  and  mm,  one  thonsaad 
Kfeaknndled  and  eifl^ty<-eight — left  our  camp 
VHr  Nnhvifie  December  twentr-sizth,  eighteeii 
baired  andsizfy-two,  with  the  division;  bi- 
leiMiiMl  that  night  in  front  of  Lavergne, 
tvoke  miies  distant  Next  day,  the  twenty- 
M^ealh,  ws  moved  to  Hie  west  bank  of  Stew- 
Kfg  Gbek,  five  mOes,  andsmy  Mgade  was  pnt 
B  ration  in  front,  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  the 
pms  of  Ihe  enemy  separated  from  onrs  by 
^  creek.  With  light  skirmishing,  we  rested 
)m%  la^  Mondsy  morning,  the  twMi^-ninth, 
5^  ve  reoerred  orders  and  moved  forward 
is  dooUe  Maes  of  battle  <m  the  rif^t  of  the, 
pfte,the  lUrt^-sixth  Indiana  and  the  Eighty- 
fatrtb  nfiaois  in  the  front  line,  wading  Stewart's 
faek  waist  deep  to  most<rf  the  men — to  with- 
htvo  and  s  hidf  mites  of  Morfreesboro,  where 


we  arrived  near  sonset,  with  skirmidiing  an  the 
way,  which  was  only  ended  by  the  close  of  the 
day.  We  there  rested  for  tiie  night  At  early 
mom  next  day  skirmishiiie  again  commenced, 
and  continued  during  the  day,  with  more  sever- 
ity than  before,  the  artilleiy  takine  a  heavy 
part  This  ended  again  with  the  day.  Up  to 
this  time  the  lorn  in  my  brigade  was  ten 
wounded.  Durine  the  night  the  brigade,  was 
reHeved  frt>m  the  front  by  me  brigade  of  Colonel 
Hazen,  and  retired  to  the  rear  to  rest,  and  to  be 
held  in  reserve.  Thus,  on  the  bright  morning 
of  Deottmber  thirtyM>ne,  the  division,  under  com- 
mand of  its  brave  general,  at  early  day,  were  in 
battle  line,  the  bri^ule  of  Getieral  Cruft  on  the 
right,  that  of  Colonel  Haaen  on  the  left,  both  in 
double  Hues,  with  my  brif^e  in  reserve  in  rear 
of  &e  centre,  in  supportmg  distance,  with  the 
batteries  of  Cookerdt  and  rarsons  in  position 
to  support  the  lines.  While  we  were  perfect- 
ing our  lines  in  the  morning,  the  divisions  of 
Generals  N^ley  sod  Rousseau  filed  bv  my  rear 
tiirou^  a  heavy  cedar  grove  whid^  lay  in 
rear  of  General  Cruff  s  mrigade,  and  immedi- 
ately up  to  the  right  of  my  brigade,  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen  in  an  open  cotton  field,  the 
pike  dividing  his  left  from  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Wood,  me  line  of  these  two  divisions  rest- 
ing nearly  p^rpendkokr  to  the  pike.  The  en- 
gagement \ad  been  raging  fiercely  some  distance 
to  our  right  during  me  early  morning,  and  at 
near  eight  o'clock  me  clash  of  arms  te  our  right 
had  so  far  changed  position  that  I  saw  the<rear 
of  my  brigade  would  soon  be  endangered ;  hence 
I  set  to  work  changing  my  front  to  the  rear, 
which  was  done  in  quick  time,  with  the  left, 
when  changed,  a  little  retired,  to  support  ihe 
right  of  Colonel  Hasen's  brigade,  then  closely 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  our  two  brigades  form- 
ing a  y.  My  brigade  was  not  more  than  thos 
formed  to  the  rear  before  the  enemy  appeared 
in  heavy  lines,  pressing  the  forces  of  ours  that 
had  been  engaged  to  the  rieht  of  our  division, 
on  our  front,  in  fearful  confusion.  In  this  new 
formation  the  Sixth  Ohio  and  Thirty-sixth  Indi- 
ana were  in  the  front  line,  the  latter  on  the 
ri^ht,  supported  in  the  second  line  by  the 
Eighty-fourth  Dlinois  and  Twenty-thnrd  Ken- 
tucky, with  ^e  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  in  an 
oblique  form,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  rear 
line.  In  this  shape  the  Thirfy-sizth  Indiana 
and  Sixth  Ohio  advanced  into  the  woodland 
about  two  hundred  and  fif^  yards,  and  there 
met  the  enemy  in  overwhdming  numbers.  Here 
Major  Kinley  and  Captain  Shutts,  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Indiana,  fell,  the  former  named  badly 
wounded,  the  latter  killed.  Colonel  Anderson, 
of  the  Bxth  Ohio,  was  here  wounded,  and  his 
Adjutant,  A.  G.  Williams,  and  Lieutenant  Foster, 
fell  dead,  with  several  of  their  conmides.  These 
two  regimentB  were  forced  from  the  woodland, 
and  retired  to  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  the 
p&e,  while  the  other  three  regiments,  aided  by 
the  eight-gun  battery  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Parsons,  with  the  efficient  aid  of  Lieutenants 
Huntington  and  Cushing,  poured  a  galling  fire 
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inti:;  the  maks  of  tiie  ptirauiog  enomy,  oaoatl^ 
him  to  break  m  cuiifuaioti,  and  retire  back  to 
tlie  wo<>da  niit  of  our  riJiicli,  leaving  the  ground 
covered  with  their  de^d  and  dving,  with  the 
heavy  U>s»  ot  the  Thittj^ixtli  Indiana  aod  Sixth 
Ohio  lying  mingled  with  them  on  the  bloody 
Held.  After  some  half  h<  iiir  or  three  quarters, 
the  enemy  renewed  his  attempt  to  advance,  but 
was  again  repulsed,  with  heavy  loss  on  both 
sides.  After  this,  then  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  the  enemy  not  appearing  in  our 
immediate  front,  the  lines  of  out  forces  that 
had  retired  or  been  driven  from  the  right,  by 
this  time  were  reformed  parallel  with  the  pike, 
so  that  the  front  of  the  brigade  was  i^ain 
changed,  so  as  to  assist  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Hazen  in  the  direction  as  formed  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  Twenfy-fourth  Ohio  and  Thirty-sixth 
Indiana  were  soon  thrown  forward  near  the  pike, 
and  had  a  terrible  conflict  with  the  enea^.  Here 
Colonel  Jones  and  Major  Terrv  both  fell  and 
were  carried  off  the  field  in  a  dying  oowlition. 
Each  regiment  of  the  brigade,  from  this  untU 
nightfall  closed  the  awful  scene,  alternately  took 
its  part  in  holding  the  position  we  oocupied  in 
the  morning. 

The  enemy  having  gained  the  heavy  cedar 
woods  to  the  risht,  where  we  took  position  in 
the  morning,  it  became  necessary  to  so  change 
our  position  as  not  to  be  in  reach  of  small 
arms  from  that  woodland ;  hence,  at  niehtfall, 
the  centre  of  the  front  line  of  the  brigade  laid 
on  .the  pike,  and  diagonally  across  me  same, 
fronting  to  the  south-east,  our  left  resting  at  the 
right  of  the  line  of  Greneral  Wood's  division. 
We  were  then  a  little  retired,  and  the  centre  of 
the  brigade  about  .two  hundred  and  fifty  ynrds 
to  the  left  of  where  we  commenced  in  tiie  morn- 
ing. We  ceased  fighting  for  l^e  night  in  the 
front  lines  on  the  pike.  During  the  day,  each  of 
the  regiments  having  exhausted,  had  to  replen- 
ish their  ammunition,  many  of  them  having  fired 
over  one  hundred  rounds.  When  Major  Kinley, 
of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  fell,  nearly  at  tiie 
commencement  in  the  morniiui,  the  conmiand 
devolved  upon  Captain  Woodward,  and  upon 
the  fall  of  Colonel  Jones  and  Major  Terry,  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Captain  Weller  was  left  in 
command.  Altiiough  I  was  at  Shiloh,  and  com- 
manded in  that  battle,  at  the  head  of  General 
Buell's  an^y,  and  fought  throughout  that  batde 
with  that  army,  yet  this  battle,  on  tiie  last  day 
of  the  old  year,  was  by  fi»  the  most  tenible 
and  bloody  (in  my  command)  that  I  have  ever 
witnessed.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  battle 
of  the  night,  or  rather  in  the  early  morning,  of 
the  first  day  of  January,  1863,  our  whole  line 
was  retired,  for  a  more  eligible  position,  six  or 
seven  hundred  yards,  and  my  brigade  was  re- 
tired from  the  front  to  rest 

During  Thursday,  January  first,  we  were  or- 
dered across  to  the  north  bank  of  Stone  River, 
to  support  a  division  on  the  extreme  left  of  our 
line,  an  attaok  being  anticipated  in  that  direc- 
tion, but  returned  to  our  resting-place  before 
night,  no  attack  being  made  that  aaj.    On  the 


next  day,  Jmamty  Meobd,  ki  the  toeaoon,  we 
were  a^un  ordered  across  the  river  to  support 
the  division  there  in  position,  with  its  r^ht 
resting  on  the  river  bank,  and  its  lines  (double 
Unes)  formed  at  right  angles  to  the  river,  ex- 
tending therefrom  about  one-half  mile.  The 
river,  below  the  right  of  the  division  line  abovt 
eight  hundred  yards,  changes  its  direction,  nm- 
ning  about  one^ialf  mile  in  the  rear,  and  neai^ 
parallel  to  the  lines  of  tiie  division  formed  as 
above.  When  my  brigade  arrived  on  the 
ground  I  was  requested  to  put  it  in  positicni  so  as 
to  protect  the  kit  flank  of  the  division  referred 
to,  and  repel  any  atta«^  that  might  be  made  fai 
that  direction.  The  Twenty-third  Kentucky  was 
posted  to  the  left  of  the  division  spoken  of, 
about  tFo  hundred  yards  retired ;  the  Twenty- 
fourth,  three  hundred  yards  to  its  rear,  frantiiig 
same  way ;  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  to  the  rear 
of  the  TVenty-^ourth  (Hiio,  firontmg  diagensHy 
to  the  flank  of  the  otiier  two ;  the  right  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  Indiana  distant  from  the  left  of  the 
Twentyrfourtti  Ohio  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  and  with  direotiCns  specially  given 
to  eadi  of  these  regiments  to  change  fronts  as 
the  exieencies  of  the  occasion  might  require  in 
case  of  an  attack.  The  fiis;hty-^urth  Illinois 
and  fiiztfa  Ohio  were  placed  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  the  left  of  the  Thirty-sixth  In- 
diana, in  one  line  fronting  the  same  direction  of 
the  Twenty-foiurth  and  Twenty-third,  as  well  as 
in  the  same  direction  of  the  division  so  posted 
as  above,  to  our  right  and  firont ;  the  right  of 
the  Eighty-fourth  IlUnois  resting  on  the  bluff  at 
the  river,  with  liie  Third  Wisconsin  battery 
near  the  left  and  front  of  the  Eighty^urth ; 
the  Sixtii  Ohio  on  the  left  of  tfee  Eighty-fourth 
Illinois.  Thus  in  position,  I  took  ttie  precan- 
tion  to  have  each  rogimeat  hurriedly  throw 
before  them  barricades  of  such  materials,  as 
fences,  buildings,  eto^  as  were  at  command. 
About  half  past  three  p.  m.,  in  front  and  right 
(as  above  shown  in  position),  m  strong  force, 
perhaps  in  three  lines,  and  with  three  batteries 
distributed  along  the  forest,  a  heavy  oon- 
test  ensued,  which  lasted  from  ane4ialf  to  three- 
ouarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  Unas  of  the 
aivision  gave  way  in  considenMe  confusion, 
retiring  towards  the  river ;  and  maav  of  tham 
breaking  through  the  lines  of  my  brigade,  I 
went  to  my  front  regiments  and  superintended 
the  n^gnging  of  theur  fronts,  respectively,  so  as 
to  meet  liie  enemy  the  best  we  could,  comi^ 
from  an  unexpected  direction,  which,  to  some 
extent,  threw  tiie  Twenty-thhrd  Kentucky  sod 
the  Twentv-fourth  Ohio,  my  advanced  front 
regiments,  into  confusion,  and  caused  them  to 
retire  towards  the  left  of  the  main  line  of  the 
brigade ;  but  they  kept  up  a  strong  fire  on  the 
advancing  enemy  as  they  retired.  The  Thirty- 
sixth  Indkna  changed  its  front,  and  as  the  ene- 
my's lines  oame  near,  opened  on  them  a  deadly 
fire ;  but  on  they  oame,  until  in  reach  of  the 
Bighty-fourth  Illinois  and  Sixth  <^o,  behind 
their  barricades,  when  botk  these  regiments 
saluted  them  with  a  terrible  fire ;  and  by  this 
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imbtSkmj  nc^nMBtB  vere  omged,  and  the 
MMt  of  die  enemy  began  to  filter,  and  soon 
bnk»  into  disorder  «Bd  •annMnoed  their  ffight 
huk  oTer  the  area  they  had  so  fiercely  ad- 
naeed  ipoo,  porsoed  by  the  Tfairl^-sixui  In- 
dnati  Tweo^-third   Kentucky,  ^d   Twenty- 
fovtk  Ohio,  to  the  line  occnpiea  by  the  out- 
picket  posts  of  the  division  betore  the  battle 
tWBifinrfd     Here  night  overtook  us.     The 
bitdfi  was  over,  and  the  enemy  were  gone  be- 
Knd  the  reach  of  onr  guns.    Colonel  Haaen's 
bfigide  crossed  the  river  to  our  rear,  to  sup- 
port u,  about  tiie  time  of  the  enemy's  retreat, 
nd  BOTsd  closely,  with  the  ESghly-fourth  Illi- 
iMM)  after  my  pursuing  regiments,  to  give  as- 
Bttaoce,  if  needed.     Borne  other  foroes  ool- 
fedad  or  crossed  the  river  to  m^  right,  and 
Bored  op  iie  river  bank  in  pursuit  of  the  ene- 
mjf.u  ay  regiments  advanced*    What  forces 
Aeae  were  I  have  not  learned.    The  battery 
poeted  near  the  brk;ade  at  the  oomn&encement 
flf  ^  da/s  %ht,  mred  a  few  ronnA,  took  a 
kit^  leave  from  ^  fidd,  and  I  have  not  made 
iti  acqnuniance  siooe.    Artillery  from  the  oppo- 
Bte  f^e  of  tiie  river  rendered  valuable  aid,  by 
phjing  upon  the  eoemv  in  his  advance  and  re- 
treat  Oar  loss  this  day  was  not  large,  com- 
pared wiA  that  on  the  thirty-firsi    That  of  the 
ewiiy  was  very  heavy.    I  can  not  too  favor- 
ablj  notice  Hub  coolness  and  promptness  of  each 
lad  every  field-officer  of  the  brigade.     They 
nened  to  vie  with  each  other  whidi  should 
Doet  proaptly  exeeate  every  command,  without 
reprtf  to  danger.     And   the  line  officers  and 
■en  of  the  respective  regiments  appeared  to 
fear  or  know  no  danger.    New  and  old  regi- 
Bodi  alike  acted  tiie  heroic  part  and  bra^^ 
ercrj  peril  Oavtain  Weller,  in  conmiand  of  the 
Tveo^-fourth  Ohio,  fell  at  his  post  on  the  last 
bitMekl,  and  left  G^»tain  Gockerefl  in  com- 


mand, who  bravely  and  skiUftily  filed  his  whole 
duty:  and  as  much  may  be  said  of  Captahi 
Woodward,  who  sucoeeoed  to  the  command  of 
the  Thirty-sixtli  Indiana  upon  the  fiJl  of  Major 
Kinley,  at  a  critical  and  pe^ous  moment  in  &e 
first  day's  engagement 

I  am  under  luting  obligations  to  my  staff  and 
orderlies,  for  their  efficient  assistance  during 
these  several  days*  fighting.  Captain  Peeden, 
Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  is  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  his  aid  renderea  me  up  to  tlie  %ie  he  fell 
wounded,  on  the  thirty-first  Lieutenant  J.  P. 
Duke,  of  the  Twenty-tiiird  Kentucky,  also  on 
my  staff,  deserves  a  high  meed  of  jpnke  for 
promptness  and  aid  rendered  me  at  all  times 
during  the  whole  of  these  enga^ments.  Doc- 
tor Suas  H.  Kersey,  Acting  brigade  Sureeon, 
with  unsurpassed  indiutry  and  ridli,  rendered 
invaluable  assistance  to  the  wounded.  My 
mounted  orderlies,  Frank  Brough,  Frank  Webb, 
Albert  Woods,  William  D.  Smith,  Martin  Mann, 
and  Lewis  Miller,  of  the  Second  Indiana  cavahy, 
and  €^rge  Shirk  and  Isaac  Bigelow,  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  Indiana  infantry,  rendered  me  val- 
uable services.  But  I  am  l^t  to  remember  and 
lament,  with  firiends,  the  fill,  in  tiiis  mighty 
struggle  for  human  progre8S,of  audi  bravespirite 
as  (>Honel  Jones,  Major  Terry,  €aptain  Weller, 
Obtain  Shults,  Captain  King,  Adjutant  WU- 
liams.  Lieutenant  Foster,  Lieutenant  Ball,  Lieu- 
tenant Abercrombie,  and  others,  whose  earWy 
conflicts  dosed  wilii  these  battles.  I  may. 
truthfully  addj  that  I  mourn  with  those  who 
mourn,  over  these  irreparable  losses.  To  the 
brave  wounded,  whose  fate  may  or  may  not 
be  uncertain — ^you  have  my  earnest  praver 
for  a  speedy  restoration  to  health  and  usefdl- 


The  casualties  of  the  brigade,  as  near  as  can 
be  ascertained,  are  as  fdlows : 
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Liats  of  whi(^  with  the  reports  of  the  regi- 
*wtd  commanders,  tor  ftirther  details,  are  here- 
viik  aiipectf nlb^  forwarded. 
I  hi^e  the  nooor  to  remain 

Yomr  obedient  servant. 


BnUXO  SOUTBQATB, 

Gvuhi  aad  A.  i.  A.  OBnenO. 


1bMBrigMl«<QM 


OOLONEL  ANOSRaON'S  REPORT. 

Sft  ObOTD  BOTB.,  VAtanuMtX 
Jan.  7, 1868.       / 

Gokmd  W.  Orose,  oemmanding  IbiU4  Brigade  : 
Colonel:  In  acoordauoe  with  orders  from 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  tlie  Sixth 
regiment  Ohio  vokmteers  in  the  late  series  of 
battles,  beginning  on  the  morning  of  December 
thirty-first : 
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At  about  eight  o'dock  ▲•  m.  on  tiiat  day,  we 
were  drawn  op  in  line  of  Ji)atde,  in  the  open 
field  to  the  north  of  the  Burnt  firick,  and  to  the 
weet  of  the  Cedars,  while  Rousseau's  diyision 
filed  by  us  to  get  position.  Scarcely  had  the 
rear  of  that  column  passed,  when  heavy  firing 
was  heard  to  our  right  coming  from  the  cedars, 
and  approaching  rapioly.  I  was  ordered  with 
my  regiment,  into  the  woods.  I  immediately 
chang^  front,  and  advanced  some  two  hundred 
yards,  y/^n  I  saw  our  troops  flying  in  wild 
disorder,  and  hotly  pursued  oy  the  enemy.  I 
formed  my  line,  and  waited  the  eseape  of  our 
men,  atid .  Ihe  nearer  advance  of  the  enemy.  In 
a  few  moments  a  terrible  fire  was  ope^d  on 
us,  scarce  a  hundred  yards  distant  from  a  rebel 
line  apparently  four  deep.  This  fire  we  re- 
turned, and  a  dreadful  dtrnage  ensued  on  both 
sides.  Finding  myself  badly  pressed,  I  had  de- 
termined on  a  charge,  and  the  order  was  already 
S' ven  to  fix  bavonets,when  I  saw  my  regiment  was 
mked  completely,  on  both  sides,  bv  two  rebel 
regiments.  I  gave  the  order  to  &11  back,  firing. 
As  soon  as  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  woo<», 
Lieutenant  Parsons,  of  Ihe  Fourth  Kentucky 
artilkory,  opened  on  the  enemy  with  terriUe 
efi^ect,  and  I  reformed  my  Une  behind  his  guns, 
havinff  held  my  position  against  tremendous 
odds,  but  with  great  sacrifice,  for  forty  minutes. 
I  then  repleniiuied  my  ammunition,  and  was 
soon  after  ordered  to  throw  my  regiment  diag- 
onally across  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  hoM 
that  position.  This  we  did,  under  destructive 
fire  and  much  loss,  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
and  until  midnidit^  when  I  was  reUeved  by  the 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  took  my 'regiment-  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear. 

During  the  first  day  of  January  mv  regiment 
was  moved  from  one  place  to  anouier,  as  the 
plan  of  the  battle  required,  but  did  not  get  into 
any  general  action.  On  Friday,  the  second,  my 
regiment  was  ordered  with  the  brigade  across 
the  river,  and  placed  in  position  on  a  slurht 
eminence  to  the  rear  of,  and  as  a  support  to.  Van 
Cleve's  division.  All  was  quiet  until  about 
half-past  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  wnen  a  tremendous 
fire  was  heard  along  our  front,  and  whole 
masses  of  the  enemy  were  hurled  against  Van 
Cleve'e  division,  which  soon  gave  way  The 
enemy  came  down  boldly,  when  I  brought  my 
regiment  into  action  simultaneously  with  the 
Eighty-fourth  Illinois,  and  we  opened  a  severe 
cruss-fire  on  ihe  enemy.  For  more  than  an 
hour  we  held  our  hill,  and  under  our  heavy  fire, 
and  that  of  a  battery  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  the  enemy  soon  gave  way,  and  when  re- 
inforcements poured  in  for  us  they  were  already 
in  fall  retreat  We  held  our  position  without 
further  molestation  till  Sunday  morning,  when 
we  were  ordered  across  the  river  into  camp, 
the  enemy  having  retired. 

My  regiment,  both  officers  and  men,  I  am 
proud  to  say,  behaved  thronghout  with  bravery, 
courage  and  discipline  during  the  entire  battle. 
The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

Tours  respectfully,       N.  L.  Andebsok. 


Doa  13. 
FiaHT  AT  WOODBXXBY,  TBNlfBflBBI. 

BVOBT  (W  OOLONH.  ffilOSB. 

RiAOQDAxnBB  Ard  Bmqahi  Smond  Dnmmr,  XjPT  WiM,  \ 
UvmMMammi, Ti  !■■■■,  JmoMj  ag,  laei.    ) 

Captain  D.  W.  Norton,  A.  A.  A.  G.  : 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  thii 
briee^e  took  in  the  engagement  at  Woodbury, 
in  wis  State,  on  the  twenty-fourth  instant  Ac- 
cording to  orders,  I  left  camp  near  Murfreesboro 
at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty-third,  with 
the  Sixth  Ohjo,  Colonel  Christopher;  Twenfy- 
third  Kentuc^,  Major  Hamrick ;  EightT-fcnirth 
Illinois,  Miuor  Morton;  Twenty-fourth  Ohio, 
Certain  CodLeriU;  and  Person's  Battery,  Lieo^ 
tenants  Cushinj;  and  Huntington  (the  Thirtjr- 
sixth  Indiana  absent  at  Nashville  with  sul^pl/ 
train).  We  marched  that  night  to  Readyvule, 
ten  miles,  and  bivouacked  untQ  five  o'dook 
next  morning,  when,  according  to  the  General's 
order,  we  crossed  the  river  there  and  took 
position  on  the  other  side  on  the  Woodbury 
pike,  our  skirmishers  feeling  their  way  into  tliB 
woodland  in  front,  before  di^light,  where  the 
enemy  was  known  to  have  oeen  the  evening 
before.  The  other  forces  that  were  to  have 
codperated  witih  us  not  being  up,  we  there 
rested  until  eight  o'dock,  when  the  GeDonJ 
arrived,  and  we  moved  forward  on  the  pike 
towards  Woodbury,  yet  six  miles  distant,  where 
the  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  in  force,  vari- 
ously estunated  from  one  to  six  thousand.  The 
Second  brigade,  Colonel  Hazen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  u>lood  Bkke,  came  up  and  moved 
forward  close  in  our  rear;  the  Tweoty-tiiird 
Kentucky  and  Twenty-four^  Ohio,  of  my  hn- 
flpade,  taking  the  advance,  with  two  companies 
&om  each  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on 
either  side  of  the  road. 

After  advancing  about  three  miles  we  came 
to  the  enemy's  out-post,  and  skirmishing  com- 
menced. We  advanced,  however,  cautiously 
and  steadily,  driving  the  enemy  within  one  mile 
of  the  town,  where  we  found  him  posted  in 
considerable  numbers,  behind  a  double  stone 
fence,  with  a  deep  ravine  in  his  rear,  forming 
complete  protection  against  our  small  aEm& 
My  two  front  raiments,  witih  the  skirmish«i^ 
gained  the  crest  of  some  high  ground  on  ttie 
road,  which  off  to  the  left  raised  to  a  high  hill ; 
the  Twenty-third  Kentucky  on  the  left,  and  the 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio  on  the  right,  of  iiie  pike, 
in  line,  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  yards  dis- 
tant from  the  enemy  behind  the  stone  fences ; 
the  Sixth  Ohio  and  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois 
in  reserve  in  rear.    Colonel  Slake  now  came  up 


enemy  (E 

vaaoed.  At  this  time  a  general  heavv  firing 
was  kept  up  on  both  sides,  all  alonx  the  line, 
our  men  sheltered  by  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the 
enemy  by  the  stone  fences,  so  but  little  injury  was 
being  sustained  on  either  side.   I  then  requested, 
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ad1kft6cBnal0eitfiBe,t<ro  pieoMof  Oqrtaia 
GockeriH^  biAtoiy,  xmd^  oomiiMuid  of  liefrteiiant 
Orixma^  wbo  soon  paid  his  oompHments  to  the 
itoM  feaoes  and  tiMse  behind  them,  caneing  the 
wmj  to  "  retire  "  in  coBfvsioii,  doubkNqiiidk. 
We  pamed  to  the  farther  nde  of  the  town. 
Tb»  ttflmj,  being  aU  ea3rahy,  eould  easily  inove 
oit^ov  imj.  He  wae,  perhaps,  about  one 
tkomad  i<ron|^,  with  no  artillerj.  My  forces 
art  00  serions  mjory. 

We  found  that  the  enemy  had  lost  Lientenant- 
Gobad  Hatohison,  one  captain,  and  titiree  men 
kSiad  on  Ae  field  (the  former  in  command  of 
tbe  forces  at  the  place),  and  heard  of  others 
being  carried  off,  kiBed  or  wounded.  One  we 
nw  mntaHy  wotmded  left  in  the  town.  My 
1MB  bariiig  had  so  mnch  desperate  fighting 
reeeody  with  the  enemy,  we  nu^t  well  hare 
dorirted  a  desire  to  again  engage  him ;  but  I 
ai  praad  to  say  STeary  officer  and  man,  with 
6Ba|y  and  alacrity,  moved  upon  the  discharge 
of  kiB  whole  duty.  Oaptain  Boden,  Twenty- 
tfcffd  Kentai^,  and  Lientenant  Diyden^  T  wenty- 
inrthOfaicI  noticed  as  prompt  and  effident 
(MBBMiadeis  of  ttie  front  skirmish  lines,  and 
pedispt  to  some  one  of  their  men  b^ngs  the 
cndit  of  killing  Gokmei  Hutchison,  as  he  was 
IdDed  Inra Miaii  ball  at  an  early  stage  of  &e 

ABov  me  to  oaU  attention  to  the  want  of  &e 
oodpention  of  flie  oayahy  tet  was  to  have 
acted  with  o«r  forces,  as  the  cause  of  our  not 
captonqg  the  enemy. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Gbosi, 

ding  Third  BttfadK. 


Ofii.  «^  A.  ▲.  A  a  ThMBrigMta. 


Hie  foregoing  is  the  official  report  of  Colonel 
W.  Grose,  commuidine  Third  brigade  of  Second 
(&^aeIll  Fkfaner's)  division,  of  the  battle  of 
Wjodbury.  Colonel  Grose  has  left  no  room  for 
couaent,  nor  will  I  attempt  to  make  any,  as  he 
bi  aeBiioned  /!»stSf  ^  ^®  always  does.  I 
B^^tioed  a  communication  from  some  corres- 
P'^deiit  of  the  Six^  Kentucky  to  the  Louisville 
J>smoen£,  pubEshed  February  first,  1863,  in 
vkiA  mid  correspondent  ignores  the  presence 
of  mj  o<3ier  regiment  than  his  own.  While 
Coloacl  Grose  is  ever  ready  to  give  praise  to 
^1  own  command,  he  k  equtJly  prompt  in  giving 
lifter  regiments  that  come  under  his  notice 
iW  just  due.  It  is  remarked  tiiroughout  liie 
e»pt,  that  the  Official  report  of  the  Third 
brigade  of  &e  battle  of  Stone  River  is  the 
3oit  correct  handed  in  or  published.  Colonel 
^^Q0e  ahows  modesty  (a  scarce  article  in  the 
inajr)  in  aH  his  reportB---letting  his  attioM  and 
Ml  tdl  Ihe  story  for  him. 
I  hsTe  the  honor  to  remain 

Yofor  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  EL  Mmmv, 

JUQatnt  Tiraily-aitrd  KcaXxukj  ftOuLttj. 


Doa  13. 
THE  BATTLES  OF  CHXCEAMAUGA,  TENN. 


HBAOQUABRBfl  THIKD  BiAqADB,  SBOOMD  PtTDBOV, 

TwnrTT-Fim  Amn  Corfb,  ur  Gamp  at 
Obatcasioooa,  TiHir.f  Sept.  27, 1863. 


■} 


Mqjor-Qemeral  J.    ML   Palmer^    commanding 
Second  DiviHon  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  brief  report 
of  the  part  this  brigade  took  in  the  recent  en- 
gagements with  the  enemy.  I  crossed  the  Ten- 
nessee River  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  on 
the  night  of  the  third  of  September,  by  means 
of  log  rafts,  sending  most  of  my  train  by  way 
of  Bridgeport,  six  miles  bdow,  to  cross  on  the 
bridge.  I  passed  over  without  any  loss  of 
either  men  or  property.  My  command  con- 
sisted of  tiie  Sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  N.  L.  Ander- 
son; Eighty-fourth  Illinois,  Colonel  L.  H. 
Waters;  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  D.  J. 
Higgins;  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  Lieutemmt^CJol- 
onel  0.  H.  P.  Gary;  Twenty-third  Kentud^, 
lieutenanirCoIonel  James  C.  Foy;  segregate 
officers  and  men.  including  staff^  one  Siousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

To  which  were  attached  Batterries  H  and  M, 
Fourth  United  States  artillM-y,  commanded  bv 
Lieutenants  Cushing  and  Russell  (ten  pieces). 
In  conjunction  with  the  division,  we  marched 
thence  to  Shell  Mound,  to  Squirrel  Town  Creek, 
and  thence  to  Lookout  Valley;  and  on  the 
mominff  of  the  ninth  instant,  with  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio,  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and  Eighty- 
fourth  niinoiB,  I  ascended,  or  rather  climbed, 
np<m  Lookout  Mountain,  near  Hawkins'  form, 
nine  miles  to  the  right  of  Chattanooga,  and  met 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  mountain,  witii 
DO  loss  to  my  force.  The  enmny  left  the  moun- 
tain to  the  nortii-east,  via  Summer  City.  Cavalry 
was  all  that  I  found  on  tb»  mountain.  As  I 
readied  the  point  of  the  mountain  overlooking 
C^iattanooga,  the  remainder  of  m v  brigade,  wi£ 
the  first  brigade,  General  Crufrs,  and  General 
Wood's  division,  were  entering  the  dty.  I  may 
hwe  notice  Captain  Isaac  N.  Dryden,  of  tiie 
Twenty- fourth  Ohio,  and  his  company,  for  cter- 
ing  bravery  in  the  advance,  in  ascending  the 
momitain,  Mid  driving  and  punishing  the  enemy. 
With  liefat  but  successful  skirmishing  near 
GhraysvOTe,  lUnggold,  and  Chickamauga  Creek, 
and  a  reconnoissance  from  the  latter  to  Wor- 
then's  form,  to  a  pass  in  Pigeon  Mountain,  I 
was  directed,  on  the  momini^  of  the  nineteentli 
instant,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  below  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills,  on  the  Chickamauga  Oeek, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  I  did,  and  found 
the  enemy  in  force,  and  on  receiving  orders  I 
witiidrew  the  brigade,  joined  the  column,  and 
with  ft  moved  upon  the  enemy,  into  an  open 
woodland  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading 
towards  Chattanocj^  My  position  happened 
to  be  on  a  small  elevation.  General  Cruft's  bri- 
gade to  my  left,  and  General  Reynolds'  division 
on  my  right  We  met  the  enemy's  lines  about 
twelve  oxlock  m.  My  brigade  was  formed  in 
double  lines ;  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Colonel 
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Higgins,  and  Tweatf^kkd  Kentucky,  lieu- 
tenaoit^lonel  F07,  in  the  front  line;  the 
Thirty-sixth  Indiuia,  LieutenaTit-Oolonel  Gary, 
and  tiie  Eiffhty-fottNii  QlinoiB,  Ckiknel  Watersy 
in  the  rear  line ;  the  Sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  Ander- 
son, in  reserve.  On  meeting  the  enemy  with 
the  fhmt  line,  the  troops  on  the  right  of  my 
brigade  gave  way,  and  the  Thirty-^xtfa  Indiana 
was  immediately  ehanged  to  tiie  right  to  defend 
tiie  flank,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  the  enemy 
passed  so  far  by  my  right  and  rear,  that  tike 
Sixth  Ohio,  as  well  as  the  Tliirty-eixth  Indiana, 
Twenty-fourth  (^io,  and  Twenty-third  Ken- 
tuck}';  were  all  desperately  engaged,  and  so 
continued  for  two  long  hours. 

Here  was  the  best  fighting  and  least  fidlin^ 
o<ut  of  ranks  (exoept  ue  kmed  and  wounded) 
I  ever  witnessed.  Finally,  the  ammunition  of 
these  four  r^^eats  gave  out,  and  there  being 
none  at  hand  (bad  luck),  they  had  to  be  retired. 
Now  came  tiie  time  for  the  E^hr4ourth  Illinois 
.  to  come  into  the  breach.  The  C<doiMl  changed 
front  to  the  right,  and  with  his  bravte  and  hith- 
erto well-tried  regiment,  contested  every  inch 
of  ground  until  comp^ed  to  give  way  before 
overwhelming  numbers.  The  enemy  having 
reached  his  uien  right  flank  (our  former  rearj, 
all  was  retired  in  tolerabW  good  order,  which 
ended  my  flghting  for  the  day.  General  Gruff s 
brij^e,  that  had  not  yet  exhausted  its  ammu- 
nition, nor  been  seriously  engaged,  now  changed 
front  to  the  enemy,  ei^aged  him,  and  came  off 
master  of  that  part  of  the  field. 

The  ensuing  night  we  laid  upon  our  arms, 
without  water  or  rest,  and  though  the  fiettigues 
had  been  great,  yet  there  were  m<Nre  to  endure 
upon  the  coming  day.  Ammunition  replenish- 
ed, we  were  again  in  position  for  ^  fearful 
labors  tliat  awuited  us  on  the  hol^  Sabbath. 
Early,  I  was  ordered  to  tfkb  potitMn  on  the 
right  of  General  Hazen^  brigade,  on  the  right 
of  our  divisioD,  whidi  was  done,  and  each  Tegi- 
Bient  quickly  threw  before  it  barricades  of  loffs 
and  such  materials  as  could  readily  be  obtained ; 
but  before  the  action  on  omr  part  of  the  line 
commenced,  one  of  my  regiments,  the  Twenty- 
third  Kentucky,  had  been  loaned  to  Crenand 
Haaen,  to  fill  out  his  lines^  and  with  the  other 
four,  about  nine  o^dodc,  I  was  ordered  to  the 
left  of  General  Baird's  division  ((General  Rous- 
seau's old  division)  to  strengthen  his  left  Be- 
fore we  arrived  at  the  intended  position  in  the 
liBe>  the  enemy  came  upon  Baird's  division,  and 
oonsequMitly  upon  my  command,  in  fearful 
numbers.  I  formed  the  four  xegiments,  under  a 
destructive  fire  from  the  enemy,  in  a  woodland 
covered  with  a  heavy  underbruflh,  fronting  nearly 
north,  and  at  right  angles  with  the  main  line  of 
battle ;  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  and  fiighty-fourth 
Illinois  in  the  firont  line,  the  Sixth  and  Tweaty- 
fourth  Ohio  in  the  second  line.  Thus  focnied, 
we  met  ib<&  enemy  and  had  a  desperate  strug- 
gle, with  fearful  loss  on  both  sides.  The  bn- 
gade  advanced  and  was  repulsed,  advanced  a 
second  time  and  was  repulsed,  and  with  some 
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la  tills  contest  for  mastery  over  the  wood- 
kod,  fell  many  of  my  best  and  bravest  offieera 
sod  SMD.  The  dead  and  dying  of  both  srauas 
mingled  together  over  this  bloody  Md.  Hero 
I  parted  with  my  comiadeB  in  arms  for  ever, 
particularly  eld  messmates  of  Hm  ThirtT^sixth 
Indiana,  and  whose  remains  I  was  unaUe  to  re- 
move from  the  field.  In  this  conflict,  and  amid 
the  flhiffciag  scenes  of  battle.  Oolong  Waters, 
of  the  Bighty-fonrth  Illinois,  with  a  part  of  his 
regiment,  became  detached  from  the  brigade 
to  the  west  of  the  road,  and  became  nii^ied 
with  the  division  of  (xeneral  Neglcj^  who,  it 
seems,  shortly  after  ordered  that  portion  of 
Gokmel  Walacs'  regiment,  with  at  least  a  portioo 
of  fads  own  command,  towurds  GhattBXKMffa,  on 
the  poretext  of  sending  that  of  Ot^nel  Waters 
as  train  guard ;  for  particulara  of  which  refiv* 
enos  is  made  to  the  report  of  Gdbnel  Waters. 
The  residue  of  the  Bigaty-lburth  DHnois  regi- 
ment, under  the  eommand  of  Captain  Willism 
Erwin,  of  Company  G,  with  lieutenants  McLain, 
Soroggan  and  Logue.  with  parts  of  four  oobi- 
panies,  remamed  witn  &e  brij^ade,  and  on  the 
Ua  o^  and  with,  the  Thiitg-sixth  Isdiajia^  did 
efficient  and  good  service.  Gaptehi  Erwin  de- 
serves notice  for  coolness  and  bravery  during 
this  fight,  as  well  as  the  lieutenants  above 
named.  After  the  fighting  had  cetaed,  and  with 
seeming;  success  to  our  arms  on  this  portion  of 
the  line — now  4bout  one  or  two  o'clock  p.  k^— 
I  withdrew  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana^  Twenty- 
fourth  and  Sixth  Ohio,  with  that  portion  of  the 
Bighty-fourth  Illinois  under  command  of  Obtain 
Erwin,  to  near  the  position  we  'had  taken  in 
the  forenoon,  near  the  right  of  Ckneral  Hiasen's 
brigade,  and  put  nty  men  in  position  to  rest, 
and  to  await  further  developments ;  the  Twen- 
ty-third Kentucky  having  remained  with  Gen- 
enX  Hasan  at  that  point  where  I  had  left  it  in 
the  morning.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  and 
occasional  cannonading  keot  up  amusement  for 
us  in  the  meantime.  Itwashere,Bearbyme,that 
Colonel  King,  of  the  Sixty-eidiith  Indiana^  fell  a 
victim  to  the  aim  of  a  sharpshooter. 

In  these  two  days  my  command  took  a  con- 
siderable number  of  prisoners  and  sent  them  to 
the  rear.  Amongst  them  was  Captain  E.  B.  Sayers, 
Chief  Eii^neer  of  (General  Polkas  cocpe.  He 
surrendered  to  me  in  person^  was  put  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Scott,  my  Engineer,  and  sent  bad: 
to  Qenearal  Thomas'  corps  hospital  Sayers  was 
one  of  the  Camp  Jackson  prisoners,  and  formerly 
a  dtizen  of  St  Louis,  Missouri.  I  presume 
many  of  the  prisoners  taken  on  Sunday  es- 
caped. 

About  four  o'clock  a  deserter  came  in  ai^  in- 
fooned  us  that  Breckenridge's  divisiuu  ctf  die 
rebel  army  was  advancing  towards  the  same 

Soint  where  we  had  been  in  such  deadly  stn'fe 
uring  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  which  state- 
ment was  soon  verified  by  the  roar  of  artillery 
and  small  arms  in  that  direction,  again  moving 
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mon  Jokaaeii  and  Bdf^t  ihatlMwd  divfiioH ; 
sboui  tbe  same  time  a  hettvy  force  of  tiie  enoaiy 
coBUDenced  ao  afctM^  to  our  rk^t  aod  rear,  from 
towards  Lee  and  Gorden'a  Muks,  aod  from  the 
dkectioQ  we  had  cone  in  the  morning,  and 
opeaod  the  moat  terrific  oanBoaa^nff  I  liad 
iMtrd  darine  these  battles,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
nmtB  oomfMidy  eofiiadiiig  our  entire  rear. 
At  tfteen  minnlea  before  five  o'ckx^,  liientenant 
Thoone,  Major-General  Pafaner's  Aid,  brought 
BEie  an  order  to  "*  retire  my  ooflMnaDd."  Which 
WBj  or  whore  to  retire  to  was  not  an  eaej  ques- 
tkm  to  solve;  the  enesiy  hat  approaoning 
from  ihsi  right  and  left  towards  onr  rear,  their 
artffiefy  6ge  meetiog.  I,  however,  immediately 
sent  oiderB  to  the  regioients  there  with  ne,  to 
retire  across  the  farm  to  our  rear,  passing  to 
the  right  of  the  farm-honse,  in  the  following 
Older:  Sixtii  (%io,  Thtrty-fnbcth  Indiana,  and 
that  portion  of  the  Eighty-fonrth  Dlinois  with 
Bte,  the  Twenty-Hiifd  Kentucky  to  bring  np  the 
rear ;  portions  of  the  Twen^^fonrth  Omo  were 
wiii  each  of  those  regiments.  My  artillery  had 
been  retired  to  the  west  of  tl^  farm.  The 
forces  that  were  to  my  left,  when  CsM^ed  about, 
lad  to  retire  fur&er  to  my  i^ht  and  cross  the 
&nn  forthtf  norjth.  When  I  commenced  the 
Bofe  it  seemed  evident  tiiat  my  now  small  com- 
Baad  would  be  swept  away  by  the  artiDery  fire 
of  the  enemy.  To  prevent  breaking  of  ranks 
or  any  farther  panic,  and  to  indicate  to  the  men 
tittt  ttis  was  a  time  for  coolness  and  **  steady 
faabita,"  with  Lieutenant  Boice,  one  of  my  Aides- 
de4}nip,  he  carrying  the  brigade  flag  at  my 
ade,  we  rode  on  me  left  of  the  front  regiment, 
and  in  the  direction  from  whidi  the  naost  teni- 
l)le  fire  of  the  enemy  emanated,  until  we  passed 
tbe  ordeal  of  danger.  As  soon  as  we  passed 
the  point  of  greatest  danger,  I  halted  the  two 
front  regiments,  Sixtii  Ohio  and  Thfrty-sizth 
Indiana,  and  into  line  faced  them  to  the  rear  to 
defead  and  cover  tiie  retreat;  this  was  done 
oo(%  md  deAiberately.  Creneral  Fabner  was 
Here  to  oonsidt  with  roe  and  give  (Ureotions.  Here 
WIS  «he  hflt  I  saw  of  Ca^^in  J.  R.  Muhleman, 
A  A  G.  of  the  ^vision,  and  I  presume  he 
fell  Bear  this  pbee,  for  we  were  yet  under  a 
ifaaip  (ire.  Aa  soon  as  aH  was  closed  up  and 
U  paased  this  Une,  I  again  retired  the  force 
KToai  another  from  about  one-half  mile  and 
aaoeoded  a  high  wooded  hill,  and  re-formed, 
freed  as  before,  now  out  of  1^  range  of  the 
^mfn  fire,  it  ;was  bow  du^  and  as  soon  as 
iH  was  closed  up,  and  meeting  General  Oruft, 
vitli  his  brigade,  here,  we  consulted  together 
▼itfa  oar  dirimon  ooflBimander,  and  retinal  to 
BoasviUe,  about  fosr  <nr  five  miles  distant,  on 
^  Qiattanooga  road,  and  rested  for  the  ni^i 
It  is  due  that  I  mention,  in  this  plaoe^  an  act  (rf 
Itavary  and  danger  of  my  Aid,  Lieutenant 
Boiee.  After  we  had  passed  over  the  first 
&nn,  fearing  that  my  orders  to  Captain  Arwin, 
of  the  Bigh^-fourth  IHiBois,  had  not  been  d^- 
mtely  understood,  and  that  he.  with  his  com- 
mand; might  be  left  behfaid  2^i  lost,  I  dhrected 
iMtooant  Boioe  to  return  again  over  the  field 


of  desA,  and  see  tiiat  the  saptain  was  oomuig 
with  his  command.  The  direetion  was  promptiy 
obeyed,  and  the  lieutsnaat  made  the  trip  and 
returned  unharmed.  My  fears  for  has  safety 
wove  ineaqsressibly  relieved  when  I  saw  him 
safely  retwm.  For  this  and  sinnkr  efficient 
service  during  all  these  battles,  lientenaat 
Boice  deserves  the  most  favorable  notice.  In 
the  poifHon  assigned  me,  with  my  oommand,  at 
and  near  BossviUe,  on  the  twenty-first,  altiioa^ 
I  did  no  fighting,  and  a  better  situation  eould 
not  have  been  given  me,  yet  I  lost  one  man 
killed  and  one  wonnded  from  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery. fVom  tiaeaace  we  wiliidrew  to  oar  present 
position  without  farther  harm. 

lieutenant  RuaseM,  in  eonuaand  of  M  Com- 
pany, Fourtii  United  States  artillery,  on  Satur- 
day, the  nineteenth,  was  placed  in  position  in 
the  centre  of  my  front  fine,  and  did  effective 
service.  On  Sunday  he,  as  well  as  Lieutenant 
Gushing,  commanding  H  Company,  Fourth 
United  States  artillery,  played  a  heavy  part 
m>on  the  enemy's  columns.  Those  lieutenants, 
although  they  look  Hke  mere  boys,  yet  for 
bravery  and  tf ective  service  th^  are  not  ex- 
celled, if  equalled,  in  efficiency  by  any  artillerist 
in  the  army.  They  have  tiie  credit  of  being  in 
the  last  of  the  fighting,  and  then  retiring,  aU  but 
the  loss  of  one  piece,  of  Lieutenant  Curiiing%, 
that  had  been  disabled  during  the  enj^agement 
Colonel  Waters,  witii  his  brave  regiment,  de- 
serves great  crefdit  for  tiie  manner  in  whidi  the 
one  commanded,  and  the  other  performed  the 
perilous  duties  devolving  upon  them  during  the 
battles.  The  brave  Colonel  Nick  Anderson, 
with  his  regiment.  Sixth  Ohio,  performed  a 
whole  duty  up  to  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth ; 
he  having  been  wounded  durmg  that  day,  was 
compelled  to  be  relieved.  The  command  there- 
ifor  devolved  on  Major  Erwin,  who  performed 
it  Ugidy  satisfactory.  Lieut6nant4>>lenel  Carey. 
Thiit7*«ixth  Indiana,  brave  to  the  last,  reoeiVed 
a  severe  wovnd  during  the  battie  on  the  nine- 
teenth,  and  was  sueoeeded  by  Major  Tk^isler  in 
command,  who  deeeaves  a  high  meed  of  praaae 
for  continuing  the  good  managemoitof  the  re|[i- 
ment  Brave  old  regiment,  your  country  will 
remember  you  iHien  these  trying  times  arc 
over.  Lieutenant^lonel  Foy  and  Twenty-third 
Kentucky,  side  by  side  witii  your  comrades  and 
brothers  in  arms  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  minois. 
you  did  your  duty  well  Colonel  JEggins  and 
Twenty-fourtii  Ohio  can  boast  of  as  brave  and 
dutiful  officers  and  men  as  can  be  found  in  any 
army.  Captain  (George  M.  Graves,  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  a  brave  and  good  officer,  fell 
by  my  side  mortsJly  wounded  on  the  nineteenth, 
while  rendering  efficient  service.  He  has  since 
died.  Rest  in  peace,  brave  soldier.  Isaac  Hijge- 
low  and  George  Shirk,  two  of  my  orderlies, 
were  wounded  on  the  twentieth,  the  latter  seri- 
ouriy,  and  who  was  carrying  the  brigade  flag 
when  he  fell.  Corporal  Dossey  Lennin,  of 
Company  I,  Twenty^burth  Ohio,  seeing  the 
flag  fa&,  rushed  to  it,  rescued  it,  and  bore  it  off 
the  field,  as  he  did  his  own  regimental  oolors  on 
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two  oooasions  the  di^  before.  Dirh«n  Hie  odor 
epardB  had  been  shot  down.  Such  bravery  and 
nigh  bearing  as  this  is  highly  deswving  the 
notioe  of  the  a|>pointing  power.  My  grateful 
thanks  are  due  to  the  brave  offioers  and  men  of 
the  brigade  for  their  noble  conduct  through 
these  trying  scenes  in  behalf  the  right,  and  to 
put  down  the  wrong.  My  staff  omojrs,  Cap- 
tain Brooks,  Inspector ;  lieutenant  Scott,  Topo- 
flffaphioal  Eagineer ;  Lieutenant  livfley,  Aid-de- 
Oamp ;  Major  Kersey,  Medical  Dkector ;  detain 
Peden,  Provost  Marshal,  with  those  heretofore 
mentioned,  as  w^  as  my  nm^oommissioned 
staff,  have  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
their  kind  and  efficient  help  during  uieee  labor- 
ious battles ;  and  they,  with  me,  unfeignedly 
lament  tiie  fidl  of  onr  comrade  and  brother, 


Oaptatn  George  M.  Qraves.  Many  officers  aad 
men  of  mj  commimd,  that  it  is  impossible  to  refo 
to  especudly,  are  equally  deserving  with  the  best 
of  soldiers*  P^ttriots,  Oaptain  Adams,  ^h^- 
fourth  Illinois;  Oi^tain  Tinker,  Sixtii  Oko; 
Oaptain  Wadswortii,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio ;  Liev- 
tenant  Patterson,  Thirty-sccth  Indiana;  liea- 
tenant  Hoffinao,  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  with 
fifty-seven  brave  eidisted  men,  h^L  on  these 
battle-fields  a  sacrifioe  upon  their  country's  altar. 
My  heart  siokeos  to  oontemplate  these  irrepaiv- 
Ue  losses.  To  the  suffering  wounded :  may  the 
Gk>d  of  battles  soothe  tiieir  afflictions,  heal  and 
restore  them  again  to  usefulness. 

The  fc^wing  taUe  shows  the  easualtiesof 
the  brigade,  as  near  as  is  possible  to  ascertain  at 
^Q  present  time : 
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Oolociel  WlUUua  Oroee.. . . 
UeuteBAnt-OokHiol  Qtatj, 

Colonel  HIggizu , 

Gblonel  Anderson 

Colonel  Waters. 

lieuteDant-Oolooel  Woy, . , 

Lieutenant  Russell , , 

Llentenant  (Xtshlng 


HeadqiMTiefB 

Thlrty-elKth  Indiana  VoL  Infimtry. 
Twenty-fonrtli  Ohio        << 
Shcth  Ohio  " 

Bighty-fovnb  Bllnels      «« 
Twenljr-third  Esntiioky  *< 
Battery  M,  Fourth  U. 
Battery  H,     *« 
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Add  to  this  the  sec  hundred  and  ^ty-ninekMs 
at  8tone  river,  witii  many  other  casualties  in 
•smaller  engagements, it  ^ows  a  fearful  destruc- 
tion of  human  life  in  one  small  command 

For  further  and  more  minute  partieulara,  re- 
ference is  nmde  to  the  reports  of  regimental 
commanders  herewith  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  humlds  servant, 
W.  GnosB, 
OokMiel,  oomnmn<Hng  Third  Brigade. 
L.  BoiCB, 
Lieutenant  and  A.  A.  D.  C 
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BRIOAIHEB-GEKERAL  FECK'S  REPORT. 

HukowrAvms  Pkk's  Divbiox,  ) 

HiBBBox'fl  Poun*,  Joly  11,1882  / 

Captain  C.  C.  Su^dam,  Assi^mnl  A^tdaml-GhM- 

ral; Fourth  dorps: 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  assumed 
command  of  this  division  at  White  Oak  Swamp, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1862,  in  compU- 


anoe  with  ordmv  from  Headquarten  Arm^  d 
the  Potomac 

The  division  consisted  of  two  brigades,  one 
of  which,  commanded  by  Gkneral  Wesaells,  was 
at  the  headquarters  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  Tb« 
other,  under  General  Naglee,  was  gpaarding  the 
entrendied  line  between  the  raihroad  and  Bot- 
tom's bridge,  distant  some  fou]>«nd-arhalf  miles. 
A  squadron  of  cavalrv  and  nine  pieces  of  art^ 
lery  were  at  the  headquarters,  aiid  fosr  pieces 
of  artillery  near  Bottom^s  bridge. 

On  assuming  command,  I  prooeeded  to  make 
a  personal  examination  of  the  whole  of  the 
White  Oak  Swamp,  commencing  at  the  pickets 
of  General  Couch,  and  also  of  the  Qiidmhomioy, 
wp  to  and  begrond  the  railroad  bridge.  My 
conduaions  were  that  the  swamp  ofimred  but 
a  slight  defence  against  enterprising  infantry. 
During  my  stay  at  that  place,  I  k^  several 
hundred  ciioppers  employed  in  clomng  up,  with 
trunks  of  trees  and  other  obstructions,  all  the 
fiords  and  passages.  An  ahcUis  was  constructed 
across  the  open  area  in  front,  and  the  timber 
slashed  extensively  on  the  right  and  left.  Bj 
cutting  certain  timber  on  the  right,  three  large 
clearings  were  connected  and  brought  mider  toe 
guns  of  the  batteries.    At  last  one-half  mile  of 
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rifefrttt  waB  cooBtraofeed,  adding  materiaBj  to 
tkeifeNDgtk  of  tke  poeition.  A  sinaU  woric  was 
ordend,  aeroflB  the  nulway,  near  a  acfeen  of  ttm- 
btf ,  OB  &B  nglit  of  Oeneial  Naglee's  line ;  alao 
&  naenl  alMhing  of  timber  in  hia  froiit  A 
reoeobt,  oa  tiie  road  from  Bottom's  bridge,  was 
kmd  in  a  balf-Oniahed  stale,  which  I  <£reoted 
{0  be  ooB^^ted.  llie  whole  oonntrj  bejo^ 
the  White  Oak  3fPWBp,in  the  direotion  towards 
Rkfaaood,  New  Market,  and  the  Ghiq^ominy, 
ttd  ilio  the  tenitoiry  acvoaa  Bottom's  Bridge, 
m  BOBt  thoroughly  oovered  by  oav  ahy  jpatrds, 
U)dfir  the  genenil  aurecti<m  of  Captain  Eleenan. 
Fran  him  I  had  mfonnation  of  the  moy^aftents  of 
Gtaenl  Wise,  with  hk  force  of  some  five  thous- 
ttdof  sflanDB,  his  headquarters  being  near  New 
Market. 

late  on  the  twenty-aixth,  I  was  advised  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  1^  Ghickahominy,  in 
kge  £voe,  for  die  pnrpose  of  catting  our  ccMn- 
mnicitioaB.  Early  on  the  tw^ty-seventh,  I 
prooeded  to  Bottom's  Bridge  and  made  a  oar^ol 
leoGBBflMBaDee  of  all  the  approaohes,  in  coi^junc- 
tisB  vith  Genand  Naglee,  which  resulted-  in 
oriea^  the  conatroction  of  a  redoubt  for  ten 
cf  twehe  gons  at  the  bridge,  dose  to  the  river ; 
i^ipaiitmaU  for  three  g^ins  waa  also  ordered  on 
^  nihoad.  I  rainforoed  Qeneral  Naglee  with 
CcioDd  HoveO's  reeim^t,  placinff  it  at  the  bat- 
tin;  bebw  Bottoors  Bridge.  Lyeutenant  Mor- 
a's ngolar  battery  waa  sent  t(»Genearal  Naglee, 
>ho  all  the  entrenching  tools  at  my  command. 
A  eqaadrofi  of  cavahy  for  flpeoial  service  was 
tflbd  for  <Hi  that  part  of  the  fine.  Therenortedj 
^caoig  of  Jackson  with  aixt^  thousand  men  | 
\^9<nai^  too  true,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  guard  i 
ie  whole  line  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  from  | 
^^owt  Bridge  to  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  By  j 
I  tkiBpgh  examination,  I  found  a  line  of  high 
U&fii  oooBumdiBg  ail  the  i^>roaches  from 
r^iekahomioy  Swamp.  Four  dinerent  sites  were 
^^^Betsd  for  tinea  of  rifle-pits,  and  the  work 
.^aeaosd;  one  was  completed  and  Colonel 
^^^aa't  regiment  placed  in  position  that  night. 

IW  iHtnutioBS  from  headquarteia  to  destroy 
»tttfli't  and  the  raikoad  Imdge,  in  case  an 
«>idihgald  be  made  in  overwhehning  force,  I 
-MMttieated  to  General  Naglee,  and  the  neces- 
^  prapnatioBs  ware  made  th^efor.  The 
:afMftet(«dar*'tolK^theroadto  the  James 
nvir  ifer  White  Oak  Swamp  at  all  haaards," 
*w  leeeived  and  carried  out  to  the  letter. 
^I^Hiaelhe  evenvig.  Captain  Fitch's  battery, 
'  3Uel  BuBsdl'a  Seventh  Maosachusetts  vohm- 
■m  tad  General  Woodbury's  engineer  force,. 
jiMd  fat  duly  at  my  headquarters.  Parties, 
^diMreet  officeta,  wece  sent  down  the  Chick- 
^■^^y,with  ioatmctioBS  to  bum  all  bridge 
•^ncturca,  and  to  proceed  as  for  aa  Jones'  Ford^ 
-yoaable.  Qenacsal  Woo^i>ary  was  employed 
•  tnpnsff  bridge  structures  to  be  wrown 
>«M  the  White  Oak  at  09r  before  daylight  He 
na  ftroidied  with  men'  and  impknnents,  and 
7*7  ^Kfiity  afforded  for  the  duioharge  of  his 
^'  k  hg§»  loroe  waa  employed  during  the 
^fiteanng  the  <4wtruetions  in  the  roadlead- 


ing  to  t^  bridge.  Reports  were  made  to  Hie 
headquarters  Fourth  corps  at  intervals  of  half 
hours. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  at  daylight,  I  received 
instractbns  from  headquarters,  Fourth  corps, 
to  throw  my  immediate  command  across  tne 
White  Oak  Swamp,  and  seise  strong  positions  so 
as  to  cover  most  eaectually  the  passage  for  other 
troops.  So  soon  as  the  bridge  was  passable  I 
moved  Oeneral  Palmer,  (who  had  Joined  me  with 
his  bri^Mle,)  Russell's  regiment  leading  a  squad- 
ron of  cavalry,  and  Reean's  and  Fitch's  bat- 
teries of  artiUeiy,  forward,  to  a  podtiou  of  mudi 
strategic  importance,  some  four  miles  in  advanoe 
towards  Richmond,  covering  the  junction  oi 
the  Quaker,  New  Market,  Charles  City,  and 
other  principal  roads.  General  Woodbury,  at 
my  request,  accompanied  Gkneral  Palmer,  and 
made  a  hasty  reconnoisance  of  the  position. 
Havinff  placed  Wessell's  brigade,  with  lieuten- 
ant mnk's  battery,  in  movement  to  support 
General  Pabner,  I*  proceeded  in  advance  with 
Captain  Keenan  to  make  a  careftd  reconnoiBance 
of  the  country  between  the  main  road  and  ^e 
White  Oak  Bwamp.  After  placing  Colonels 
Rose  and  Dnnkee's  reghnents  on  ue  right  of 
the  road,  and  the  Sixty-second  New  York,  Col- 
onel Niven,  far  to  the  right,  towards  the  swamp, 
in  advance  of  Palmer's  fine,  for  &e  purpose  of 
covering  an  important  road,  I  examined  nie  dis- 
positions of  (ieneral  Palmer,  which  met  my 
approvaL  The  remainder  of  WesseU's  brigade, 
with  the  artillery,  were  placed  in  reserve.  Soon 
after  General  Couch  came  up  with  his  division, 
and  after  examining  and  approving  the  dis- 
positions, placed  his  command  in  posi^on.  lines 
of  pickets  were  established,  but  every  precau- 
tion was  taken  to  prevent  any  information  from 
reaching  the  enen^. 

At  two  p.  M .,  I  ordered  Colonel  Famnan's  New 
York  regiment  and  two  seolioDs  <^  Fitch's 
battery  to  proceed  to  Long's  Bridge  to  destroy  ' 
what  remamed  of  it,  and  prevent  the  enemy  s 
crossing  in  that  quarter.  A  detail  of  two 
hundrea  infantry  was  sent,  with  a  section  of 
artillery,  to  Jones'  Bridge,  with  similar  instruo- 
tions.  About  this  time  the  Eightv-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers.  Colonel  Hovell,  was  estab- 
lished as  an  outpost  on  the  Charles  City  road, 
to  cover  the  debouch  of  the  crossing  of  the 
White  Oak  Swamp  at  Bracket's  Ford.  Infantry 
and  cavalry  pickets  wwe  established  in  advance 
of  this. 

In  tiiis  connection,  I  would  mention  that  the 
Ninety-second  New  York,  Colonel  Anderson, 
was  kft  on  duty  at  the  White  Oak  Swamp 
bridge.  At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
numerous  detachments  along  the  Chickahominy 
and  White  Oak  Swamp,  my  force  in  hand  waa 
reduced  to  less  than  one  thousand  four  hundred. 
An  abatis  was  ordered  to  be  cut  in  front,  but 
not  much  (nrogress  was  made,  for  want  of  tools. 
The  day  passed  without  disturbance,  which  I 
attributed  in  a  great  degree  to  the  precaution  I 
had  taken  of  living  taQ  provost  guard  over 
every  house  within  a  distance  of  two  or  three 
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miles,  with  instractlond  to  prevoDt  any  pctvon 
learing  his  premiBes. 

About  nine  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  some 
of  Wise's  cavalry  dashed  into  the  camp  in  a 
reckless  manner,  cheering,  and  were  received 
with  a  volley,  which  resnlted  in  Hie  death  of  the 
Major,  and  capture  of  some  twenty-five,  among 
whom  was  C&ptain  Rnffin.  The  troops  ky  in 
position  all  day,  awaiting  in  anxious  suspense 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  somewhat  en- 
couraged by  the  arrival  of  supports  ftrom  ike 
White  Oak  Swamp,  at  six  p.  m.  My  command 
was  relieved  by  that  of  (General  fiBocimti,  and  in 
obedience  to  orderb  from  (General  Keyes,  took  up 
the  Kne  of  march  to  James  river,  where  it  arrfved 
in  safety,  with  its  train  and  artillery,  at  nine  a.  m . 
on  the  niirtieth,  having  been  on  the  road,  with- 
out sleep,  io  expectation  of  meeting  the  enemy, 
the  whole  night. 

XALTBftN  HHJL 

I  placed  Weaaall's  bxiffiule  in  position  not  tu 
from  Turkey  Creek,  Na^^'s  brigade  not  having 
joined.  The  enemy  having  oomm^iced  his 
attack  upon  the  cokuans  «»  ratUe^  my  command 
was  placed  in  Une  of  battle  by  General  Keyes 
about  3:30  p.  m.,  on  the  extreme  right,  and  en- 
trusted with  the  defence  of  the  reserve  artil- 
lery. For  a  loQ^  time  it  wae  the  only  command 
on  the  ground.  Early  on  the  first  of  July,  Gen- 
eral Slocum  was  pkced  on  my  left  (Malvern 
Hill),  and  in  conjunction  with  him  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  defence  of  our  portion  of  the 
line. 

During  the  day  my  detachments  at  Turner's 
and  Long's  Bridge,  and  Jones'  Ford,  were  com- 
pelled .to  withdraw,  to  avoid  being  destroyed  by 
the  overwhehning  force  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Ohickahominy.  The^r  reported  tiie  enemv 
had  already  crossed  at  J<mes  Bridge  in  ooneid- 
erable  numbers. 

yAR  GUABD. 

At  midnight  I  was  advised  that  ^e  army 
would  imm^iately  commence  its  movements  to 
Harrison's  Landing,  some  seven  miles,  and  that 
mv  command  would  constitute  the  rear  guard. 
Arter  consultation  it  was  deemed  best,  m  case 
of  there  being  onlv  one  road,  that  the  brigades 
of  Wessell  and  Naglee  should  cover 'the  rear 
alternately,  with  the  needftd  supply  of  artiBery. 
At  half  past  one  a.  h.,  I  was  in  my  saddle  aid- 
ing General  Wessell  in  formii^  his  line  of  bat- 
tie  on  the  heights,  a  short  distance  this  side  the 
headquarters  of  General  McGlellan.  Miller's 
battery  only  was  retained  ;  all  the  principal  by- 
roads were  picketed  with  cavahr.  Naglee's  bri- 
gade was  formed  about  a  mile  in  the  rear,  on  a 
commanding  position.  Stationing  myself  in  the 
road,  I  gave  my  entire  time  and  personal  atten- 
tion to  we  supervision  of  troops,  batteries,  and 
trains.  Long  trains  of  wagons  and  ambulances 
converging  from  every  quarter  towards  the  road, 
it  became  a  very  important  question  how  to 
dispose  of  them,  under  my  instructions,  which 


were,  to  operate  wtth  refer euoe  to  the  rev  of 
the  artillery  and  Iroope,  and  not  with  re^srence 
to  the  trains,  save  the  leaving  of  a  single  regi- 
ment in  their  rear.  The  plan  which  I  adopted 
was  this :  that  there  ^ould  be  one  usfariken 
line  of  troops  and  batteries  en  one  side  of  the 
road ;  and  tnat  the  trains  should  move  in  Mlks 
manner  on  tiie  other  side.  That  so  long  as  tlie 
troops  moved  the  trains  couAd  move ;  hot  tint 
upon  any^etentton  of  ^b»  troops  the  wifpn 
trams  must  be  hatted.  Batteries,  asHnnritum, 
aad  hospital  wagons  had  the  prefemiee.  Whan 
extensive  openings  bordered  the  road,  steps 
were  taken  to  shcnrten  up  the  tndns  by  meviog 
in  several  cohnsane.  Reporte  frequently  dUM 
in  of  the  movemente  <^  the  eoiKXf  in  varkm 
quarters,  and  on  the  reoeption  of  one  of  these, 
General  8mi^  formed  IhM  of  battie  lor  sosie 
time  to  oo-oporate  wkh  me^ 

About  twelve  o'dod^  m.,  Odonel  Avenll 
passed  by  with  his  fine  command,  bringing  op 
everything  from  the  direction  of  Turkey  GrM, 
in  excellent  order  and  time.  As  every  conwnd, 
ambulance,  wagon,  and  straggler,  had  gone  by 
the  rear  guard,  I  directed  General  Weasdl  to 
draw  in  hk  pickets  and  detachments,  and  move 
on  and  take  up  a  position  in  the  reur  of  Geuenl 
Naglee.  About  five  o'clock  k  m.,  it  was  evideDt 
that,  owing  to  the  terrible  condition  of  tiie 
roads,  the  whole  ooODtry  being  flooded  wKh 
water,  wbi<^  had  pomred  down  upon  the  chj 
soil  uninterruptedlv  since  earlv  m  the  monmig, 
that  the  train  oould  not  reach  its  destinatifHi 
that  night,  and,  without  protection,  wotrifl  M 
into  the  hsAds  of  the  enemy  rapidly  advanemg. 

I  placed  WesseU's  brigade  in  position  on  tM 
other  side  of  Kimagen^  Gre^,  with  MiDer^ 
battery  and  seven  small  oompanies  of  cavaby. 
The  brigade  of  Naglee,  he  bemg  unweU,  was 
placed  in  supporting  distance  this  side  of  ifae 
creek.  Boon  after,  the  enemy  opened  with  artil- 
lery upon  the  train  for  the  purpose  of  craating 
confusion  and  staaipeding  the  animals.  Two 
additional  regiments  were  sent  to  rmnlerce 
General  WesselL  Judicious  dispositiotts  were 
made  by  him,  and  every  step  taken  to  keep  Che 
train  of  wagons  movine  through  Ae  night 
across  the  cr^k.  At  di^^;ht  on  the  thhnd,  the 
crossings  of  the  stream  were  well  nigh  in^iass- 
able,  tiie  rain  having  continued  through  the 
night.  The  drivera  and  animals  were  ezhaasled 
by  want  of  food  and  great  ezortion,  and  the 
prospect  for  the  balainoe  of  the  train  being 
passed  was  exceedingly  dubious.  New  mads 
were  cut  tiurough  the  woods,  teams  were  doub- 
led and  fresh  ones  sent  for.  Tke  enemy^  pick- 
ets were  around  us,  and  his  advance  ooIsbhds 
not  hr  distant ;  doubtless  hM  in  dkedk  by  the 
fire  of  the  gm:^»oate. 

The  work  proceeded  dowh^  but  sorely  threwgh 
tiie  day,  and  at  seven  o'clock  p.  ■*  on  the  timd 
I  had  the  proud  satisftustion  of  r^orting  for  the 
information  of  the  headquartere  Army  of  ittfi 
Potomac  that  Hie  h»t  vehicle  had  crossed  the 
creek.  The  opinion  is  ventured  that  tiie  history 
of  nuUtary  operations  aflbrds  no  instanoe  where 
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k  ft  dSiteDoe  in  Um  praMiioe  of  the  fDMBj, 
'  ia  ike  km  of  so  WMoy  imleridi  obrtaoiet, 

if  loeii  M  9m  trail  WM  fidily  o«t  of  tt*  way 
I  bro^^tba  nar  gwd  to  1m  aido,  wkere  i 


1  aqr  fine  of  batMe,  along  the  ereat  of 
ths  cntk,  ■▼  leil  reatiBg  on  tiie  Jisaa  river. 
OtaliiafovtkleiAedAeattoBtioii  of  the  Gea- 
«nlM%Hf  to  the  adnorti^eB  of  tliia  Mse,  aad 
iltor  a  eBomimtMB  fae  waa  ptenaad  to  adopt  it 
The  tMar  ott  thaoppaaiAe  Me  Imb  baea  abfliied 
down  to  the  Jamea,  akao  in  the  ravine  aad  up  to 
lb  oNMt  of  the  eaaak  ob  om  aide,  wbkAia 
IM  wUh  nfl»^i«a  and  batteriaa.  Nmarow 
n&k  kam  haes  cut,  giwiam  free  <f lOBMniwiration 
bfltawB  tha  rw»rv«e  and  taa  front 

teMi  Fenj,  iviA  Tldrtf4iniA  Oiaoia, 
TUrtMadi  Indiaiia,  ttatfaacond  and  Sixt^p^eev- 
6itk  Ohio  nanenla^  waa  aaaifned  to  iBfj  divia- 
iwoatha«ifa  iMtaat    The  raaord  of  Ibeae 

aia  the  flinnaaiinrfi  Valley  ia  highly  ored- 
md  givaa  pfonaiae  of  hrifiiaBt  ooadoot 
«tca  opportani^  oAaa^ 

OMvdN^^  waa  eirtnuited  witb  a  highly 
MpoadUa  and  tnring  oeouBand  at  Bottoms 
fiM^  and  Aa  rayroidiWhieh  he  diac^Murged 
^tlkudrndMrnty.  Hla  troopa  at  Diapatch 
Stttion  were  brought  ia'at  flia  night  time.  Hia 
btftariMaadaiiarpNahootara  niiiated  aevere  pim- 
afenert  upon  flie  opea^  whanpreaaingiyon  tiw 
nHwathaa  to  tha  bridgea.  In  oonaeqnence  of 
^  ihaeaee  of  Geoana  Ki^lae  no  T^>ort  haa 
bMiacMvad  froa  ttiat  brigade,  aad  I  a»  em- 
lamand  with  reapeot  to  the  detaila  thereof, 
ffimport,  aa  aoon  as  reaetved,  wiH  be  aeat  for- 


wd  te  acoaaopan J  ttiia. 

teoai  Weaaan  haa  hiboied  moat  ftathfoBy. 
aghtaad  day,  atnoe  I  jomad  the  divinon,  and 
'the  ^laataat  intetaat  in  the  aervica, 
r Y«y critnal  draomataDoea.  bithenndat 
rf  digf ahiea  aad  dangerahia  jadgaeat  aeeaied 

Qifanl  Fkbaer  lad  tiia  advanea  from  tba 
WteOdkflwwap,  and  made  ^oeBent  diapo- 
■taairafwhidilaai  happy  to  make  maadon. 
<>)*DMliaaMB,BaTen1li  Xaaaaohwatti,  waa  in 
adnaee  of  the  advance  aawaal,  and  a^iifatted 
^  ■BOi^  to  naaat  the  foe  wiA  hia  fine  regt* 


,  Niaa^ixtk  Naw  York ; 
i  and  Third  FBuaaytvaaia } 
Hew  Ta^;  Beiknap,  Biri^ 
aad  lieatanantOSo- 
New  York,  ate  aU 
hava  nndarad  tha 
cnoAr^  good  aerrioe,  and  exert  a  aahitary  iaia- 
"Ki^oalhairtMopa.  GdooaKlragga,  Eighth 
^^cnagrhraDia  oavaky,  waa  of  great  Bwetaaao  in 
'•^■»  maveaMolB^  aooariag  the  ocAmtiT  and 
«Miig  tha  enemy.  Ghptain  Kaeaaa.Bigfath 
^^na^lvaua  oaTakr,  d&aaivea  aipeeial  natiee 
>*iiMig  and  TakaUe  aarrioaa.  When  he 
^  ia  tha  aadifia  no  moiiuni  of  the  eaamy 
vapad  hia  eye.  lieiitenant  G.  H.  MorgM, 
'flvth  artiOeryy  dia^yed  aUraotdinary  seal, 


pnaWag  oa  many  milea  ftom  Bottom's  Bridge  to 
join  the  adv«noe  to  Jamea  river,  fie  ia  an  ofiEU 
oar  of  mmit 

Aa  usual,  all  the  members  of  my  staff  wero 
aativo^  and  laadered  great  asaiatanoe.  It  is  dne 
to  8vgeoB  A.  B.  Ckoaby,  that  1  ahoald  acknow- 
ledge hia  onlirinff  devotioB  to  the  aiok  and  the 
wottndad.  That  be  abonld  have  deem<Ml  it  neo- 
eaaary  to  taadar  laa  reaignatei  ia  to  be  mnoh 
remtted. 

The  artfliery  vader  Oaptaiaa  Regan,  Millar, 
Beady,  Ftteh,  lientananta  Moigan  and  Mtek,  waa 
ia  aaeeUant  condition  aad  reap<mded  promptly 
to  every  call  of  di^.  WMi  anoh  Utteciea  I 
felt  coaAdaat  of  more  than  ordinary-  aaooeaa  in 
aay  enooimter  with  the  rebels. 

The  aaveie  labors  that  have  devolved  iq>on 
me  ainoa  taking  the  diviaimihava  prevented  ray 
finding  oa*  many  deaarving  of  notice,  aad  I  de- 
sire to  thank  evexy  officer  and  soldier  in  the 
commaad  for  the  ehaerM  aad  falthf nl  manner  in 
which  they  have  diaduaged  dotiaa  inoeaaant 
and  arduous,  by  day  and  by  night  Chickahominy 
and  White  Oak  9wamp  will  near  evidences  of 
their  industry  for  generations.  While  the  late 
severe  sefvioe  has  not  been  so  briBiant  aa  that 
which  fell  to  other  troopa,  it  wiH  even  be  deemed 
honcnr  enouffh  to  have  been  a  member  of  that 
diviaion  wrafch  held  the  troops  of  Jat^sou  at  bay 
across  tiie  Ghickahonnny,  destroyed  all  tiie 
bridges,  ^Hdch  led  the  advance  of  vie  Army  of 
the  Potomac  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  cot> 
ered  the  rear  aafdy  dmring  the  great  strategic 
movement  thnn  (Malvem  iBH)  Turkey  Greek  to 
Hairiaon'a  Point 

I  anvjefy  req>aolfolly 
Yomr  obedient 


JOHH  I.  ] 
BHfKdlerOeiiaiid,  ooauMndtaff  Dirliloa. 


Doa  16. 


VISIT  OF  MESSBa  GILMOBE  AND 
JAQUESS  TO  EICHMOND,  VA. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  July,  1864,  J.  R.  Gifanore, 
a  well-known  author,  and  Colonel  James  F. 
Jaquess,  of  the  Seventy-third  Olinois  volunteers, 
obtained  a  pass  through  ihe  rebel  lines,. ana 
vteited  Jefferson  Davis  at  Richmond.  This  visit, 
in  many  respects,  was  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary incidents  of  the  war.  With  no  safe  con- 
duct, aad  no  official  authority,  these  gentlemen 
passed  the  lines  of  two  hostile  armies,  pdned 
access  to  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  and  came 
away  in  safety ;  bringing  with  them  information 
which  was  of  great  importance  at  the  time,  and 

§  roved  of  vast  service  to  the  Union  cause  in 
le  election  which  soon  followed.  As  it  will 
be  matter  of  history,  we  condense  from  the 
AtkmHc  MonffUy  Mr.  Gilmore's  account  of  this 
singular  and  most  successfol  enterprise : 

When  the  fbr-away  Boston  bells  were  aoaad- 
iug  nine,  on  tiie  m<Hrning  of  Saturday,  the  six- 
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teeDthdftyof  July,  we  took  our  glodovs 
chusetts  general  by  the  hand,  and  said  to  him : 

"  Good-bye.  If  you  do  not  see  us  within  .ten 
days,  you  will  know  we  hftve  '  gone  op.' " 

*'  K  I  do  not  see  you  within  that  tune,"  he 
replied,  "111  demand  vou;  and  if  they  don't 
pcoduoe  yon,  body  ana  soul,  111  take  two  for 
one — better  men  than  tou  are— 4aid  hang  them 
higher  than  Haman.  My  hand  on  that  Goodr 
bye." 

At  &ree  o'clock  on  the  aftecnoon  <^  the  same 
day,  mounted  on  two  raw-boned  relioa  of  Sheri- 
dan's great  raid,  and  armed  with  a  letter  to  JeS, 
I>otvis,  a  white  cambric  handkerchief  tied  to  a 
short  stick,  and  an  honest  fskce — this  last  was 
the  Colonel's — we  rode  up  to  the  rebel  lines. 
A  raggped,  yettow-faoed  boy,  .with  a  carbine  in 
one  httod,  and  another  white  handkerchief  tied 
to  another  short  stiek  in  the  other,  eame  out  to 
meet  US. 

"Can  yom  tall  vs,  my  man,  where  to  find 
Jndge  Oold,  the  Exohai^e  flommisaionor  ?  " 

"las.  Him  and  t*othw  'chan^  ofBcorB  is 
oyer  ter  the  plantation  bevont  Miss  Grover's. 
Ye  11  know  it  by  its  heviu^  nary  door  nnr  win- 
der [the  mansion,  he  meant].  They's  all  bnsted 
in.  Toller  the  bridle^di  through  ihe  timber, 
and  keep  your  rag  a-flyin',  fur  our  boys  is 
thicker  'n  huckelberries  in  them  woods,  and 
ther  monght  pop  ye,  ef  they  did  n't  seed  it" 

Thaiddng  him,  we  turned  our  horses  into  the 
**  timber/*  and,  galloping  rapidly  on,  soon  came 
in  sight  of  the  deserted  plimtation.  Lolling  on 
the  grass,  in  the  shade  of  the  windowless  man- 
sion, we  found  the  Confederate  officials. .  They 
rose  as  we  approached ;  and  one  of  us  said  to 
the  Judge — a  oourteous,  middle-aged  gentle- 
man, in  a  Panama  hat,  and  a  suit  of  spotless 
white  driflings — ^"We  are  late,  but  it's  your 
fault  Your  people  fired  at  us  down  Uie  river, 
and  we  had  to  turn  back  and  come  overland." 

"  You  don't  suppose  ihey  saw  your  ft^g  ?  " 

**No.  It  was  hidden  by  the  trees;  but  a 
shot  came  uncomfortably  near  us.  It  struck  the 
water,  and  ricochetted  not  three  yards  off.  A 
little  nearer,  and  it  wpuld  have  shortened  me 
by  a  head,  and  the  Coilonel  by  two  feet" 

"  That  would  have  been  a  sad  thing  for  you ; 
but  a  miss,  you  know,  is  as  ^ood  as  a  mile," 
said  the  Judge,  evidently  eigoyiDg  the  "  ioke." 

''We  hear  Grant  was  in  uie  boat  that  fol- 
lowed yours,  and  was  struck  while  at  dinner," 
remarked  Captain  Hatch,  the  Judge's  adjutant 
— a  gentleman,  and  about  the  bestSooking  man 
in  the  Confederacy. 

**  Indeed  I   Do  you  believe  it  ?  " 

''I  don't  know,  of  course;"  and  his  looks 
asked  for  an  answer.  We  gave  none,  for  all 
such  information  is  oontraband.  We  might 
have  told  him  that  Grant,  Butler,  and  Foster 
examined  their  position  from  Mrs.  Grover's 
house  ^  about  four  hundred  yards  distant — 
two  hours  after  the  rebel  cannon-ball  danced  a 
breeik-down  on  the  Lieutenant^eneral's  dinner- 
table. 

We  were  then  introduced  to  the  other  offi- 


oiafai — Mi^r  Hanniken  of  tiia  War  Depart- 
ment, a  young  man  formerly  of  New  YoHe,  bat 
now  scorning  the  imputation  of  being  a  Yankee, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Javins,  of  tiba  piOTost  guard 
of  BiGkBiond.  This  latter  individnal  was  our 
shadow  in  Dixie.  He  was  of  medium  bei^ 
stoutly  built,  with  a  short,  thick  nedc,  and  arms 
and  shoulders  denoting  great  strmietii.  He 
lodced  a  natural-bom  jailer,  and  mudi  snoh  a 
oharaotsg  as  a  timid  man  would  not  oare  to  en- 
counter, except  at  long  range  oi  a  rifle  war- 
ranted to  &re  twenty  shots  a  minnte,  aad  to  bit 
ev^y  time. 

To  give  ua  9km0oniigki9iem  of  tiie  Riohmoad 
fortifications,  the  Judge  proposed  to  atart  after 
sundown ;  aad  4MB  it  wanted  some  hours  of  tint 
time,  we  seated  ouzaelves  on  the  ground,  and 
eatarad  into  conversation.  The  trealment  of 
our  prisoners,  the  Molut  of  black  troopa  and 
non-combatants,  and  all  the  mieetions  which 
have  led  to  the  suspension  or  exduowea,  had 
been  gooikiaturedly  discussed,  when  the  0^>- 
tain,  looking  up  fir<»[i  one  of  the  Nortbsm  pa- 
pers we  had  brought  him,  said : 

**  Do  you  know,  it  mort^Ses  me  that  you  don't 
hate  us  as  we  hate  you  ?  You  kill  us  as  Agas- 
sis kills  a  fly— because  you  love  us." 

**  Of  course  we  do.  "Aie  Nortii  is  being  cruci- 
fied for  k>ve  of  the  South." 

''If  you  love  us  so,  why  dontyonlet  nsgor 
asked  the  Judge,  rather  curtly. 

"  For  that  very  reason — ^becanae  we  love  yon. 
If  we  let  you  go,  with  slavery,  and  your  notions 
of  '  empire,'  you  'd  run  atraight  to  barbariam  and 
the  Devil" 

<<  We'd  take  tiie  risk  of  that  But  let  me  tell 
you,  if  you  are  going  to  Mr.  Davis  with  any 
such  ideMi,you  might  as  well  turn  back  as  once. 
He  can  make  peace  on  no  other  basis  than  inde- 
pendence. Recognition  must  be  the  beginning, 
middle,  and  endmg  oi  all  negotiatiouB.  (m 
people  will  aooq[>t  peace  on  no  other  terma." 

^I  think  you  are  wrong  there,"  said  the  Gol- 
oneL  ^**  WhenI  was  here  a  year  ago,  I  metmanj 
of  your  leading  men,  and  they  m  aasmred  me 
they  wanted  peace  and  reunion,  even  at  the  aao- 
rifice  of  alavery.  Within  a  week,  a  man  yon 
venoate  and  love  has  met  me  at  Baltimore,  and 
beaought  me  to  oome  here,  and  offor  Mr.  Davis 
peace  on  such  conditions." 

^'Thatmaybe.  S(Miie  of  oar  old  nsen,  who 
are  weak  in  the  knees,  may  want  jpeace  on  ao^ 
terms ;  but  ike  Southern  peqple  wul  not  have  it 
w  itliout  ind«pendenoe.  Mr.  Davis  knows  them, 
and  yon  will  find  he  will  insist  tq>on  that  Con- 
cede that,  and  weH  not  quarrel  about  ndnor 
matters." 

'^  We  11  not  quarrel  at  aU.  But  it's  sandown, 
and  time  we  were  '  on  to  Richmond.' " 

^'That's  Ae  IHbme  cry,"  said  the  Qapiain, 
rising ;  *'and  I  hurrah  for  the  IHbtme,  for  it's 
honest,  and— I  want  my  supper." 

We  all  laughed,  and  the  Judge  ordered  the 
horses.  As  we  were  about  to  start,  I  said  to 
him: 

'*  You  've  forgotten  our  parole." 
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"Oii.neTer  mind  that  W«  H  atUod  to  tiwt 
itBidunood." 

Stepping  into  his  carriage,  and  unforliog  the 
iig  of  tnice^  he  then  led  uie  waj,  hy  a  ''  short 
ott,*  acro60  &e  oom-field  which  divided  the  man* 
5200  from  the  h^h-road.  We  followed  in  an 
sfflbabace  drawn  by  a  pair  of  mules,  our  shad^ 
ov— Mr.  Javins — sittii^  between  us  and  the 
tvili^t,  aod  Jack,  a  "l&ely  darky,"  almost  the 
ade  sarvivor  of  his  master's  twelve  hundred 
ihves  ("De  ress  all  stole  Massa — stole  by  you 
Taokees"),  occupying  the  front  seat  and  with 
I  stout  wiup  "  working  our  passage  to  Bich- 
Dooi 

Much  that  was  amusing  and  interesting  oo- 
Gsned  daring  oiur  three  -hours'  journey,  but  re- 
ord  for  oar  word  forbids  my  relating  it  Suf- 
Scd  it  to  Bay,  we  saw  the  "  frowning  fortifica- 
tioDB,*  we  "  unked**  the  "  invincible  army,"  and 
It  ten  o'clock  that  ni^ht,  planted  our  flag 
( ^giiagt  a  ]ampi>ost )  m  Uie  veir  heart  of  the 
amk  city.  As  w«  aJighted  at  tne  doorway  of 
t^  SpotBwood  Hotel,  the  Judge  said  to  the  Col- 
ood: 

''Button  your  ontside-coat  un  dosely.  Your 
QsifonQ  most  not  be  seen  here. 

The  Colonel  did  as  he  was  bidden ;  and  with- 
out stoppii^  to  register  our  names  at  the  office, 
ve  foBowed  the  Judge  and  the  Captain  up  to 
N'^  60.  It  was  a  large,  square  room  in  the 
frnrth  stoiy,  with  an  unswept,  ra^ed  carpet 
t&d  btfe,  white  walls,  smeared  with  soot  and 
tsbaoco  iuice.  Several  ch^rs,  a  marble-top 
table,  and  a  pine  wash-stand  and  clothes-press 
stra^led  about  the  floor,  and  in  the  comers 
▼we  &ree  beds,  gamishea  mth  tattered  pillow- 
caaeB)  and  covered  with  white  counterpanes, 
govnmy  with  longing  for  soapsuds  and  a 
'"idmb.  Hie  plainer  and  humbler  of  these 
Ms  wu  designed  for  the  burly  Mr.  Javins ;  the 
'^Aea  had  been  made  ready  for  fhe  extraordinaiy 
tDTojg  (not  envoys  extraordinaiy )  who,  in  de- 
face of  an  precedent  and  the  "  law  of  nations," 
i^  JQBt  flien  "  taken  Richmond." 

1  sQgie  gas-jet  was  burning  Over  the  mantle- 
pKoe,  and  above  it  I  saw  a  "  writing  on  the 
▼d*  which  implied  that  Jane  Jackson  had  run 
^a  vashing-score  of  fifty  dollars ! 

Ivas  congratulating  myself  on  not  having  to 
pt?  dttt  woman's  laundry-bills,  when  the  Judge 
aud: 

"Tot  want  sapper.    What  shall. we  order  ?  " 

**  1  alice  of  hot  com  bread  would  make  Tne 
^  barest  man  in  Richmond." 

The  Uptain  thereupon  left  the  room,  and 
8^7  returning,  remarked : 

"The  kndlora  swears  you're  from  (Georgia. 
S«  flays  none  but  a  G^eorgian  would  call  for 
ccn  bread  at  &at  time  of  me  niepht" 

0&  that  hint  we  acted,  and  wnen  our  sooty 
i^t^Eant  came  in  with  the  supper  things,  we 
^Msed  Georgia  mines,  Georgia  banks,  and 
w*pa  moaquitoes,  in  a  way  that  showed  we 
^  wen  bitten  by  all  of  them.  In  half  an  hour 
^▼tf  noised  all  about  the  hotel  that  the  two 
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gentlemen  ^  Confederacy  waa  taking  flooh  e»- 
Calient  care  of  were  from  Oeorgia. 

The  meal  ended,  and  a  quiet  smoke  ever,  our 
entertainers  rose  to  go.  As  the  Judge  bade  us 
good-night,  he  said  to  us : 

'*In  me  morning  you  had  better  address  a 
note  to  Mr.  Beigamin,  asking  the  iatarTisw  wiih 
the  President  I  wiU  call  at  ten  o'<dook,  and 
take  it  to  him." 

'*  Ysiy  well  But  will  Mr.  Davis  see  us  on 
Sunday  r 

"  Oh,  that  will  make  no  difference." 

WHAT  wm  sm  rtatoL 

The  next  morning  after  breakfe^t,  which  we 
took  in  our  room  with  Mr.  Javins,  we  indited  a 
note— of  which  the  following  is  a  copy-^to  the 
Confederate  Secretary  of  State : 

**  Bon,  /.  P.  BeMomiUy  SecreUary  <^  State,  Mc.  •• 
'*Dbab  Sm:  The  undersigned  respectfully  so* 
licit  an  interview  with  President  Davis. 

"They  visit  Richmond  only  as  private  oiti» 
zens,  and  have  no  official  character  or  au^oritnr ; 
but  ^ej  are  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the 
United  States  Government,  and  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Northern  people,  relative  to  an  ad* 
justment  of  the  differences  existing  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  and  eamest^  hope  that  a 
free  interchange  of  views  between  President 
Davis  and  themselves  may  open  the  way  to  such 
official  n^otiations  as  will  result  in  restoring 
PBAOB  to  the  two  sections  of  our  distracted 
country. 

"They  therefore  ask  an  interview  with  the 
President,  and  awaiting  your  replv,  are 

"  Truly  and  respectfully  yours." 

This  was  signed  by  both  of  us ;  and  when  the 
Judge  called,  as  he  had  aMK>inted,  we  sent  it — 
together  with  a  commenoatery  letter  I  had  re- 
ceived, on  setting  out,  from  a  near  relative  of 
Mr.  Davia— to  the  Rebel  Secretary.  In  half  an 
hour  Judge  Ould  returned,  saying :  "  Mr.  Beur 
iamin*  sends  you  his  compliments,  and  will  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  the  State  Department" 

We  found  the  Secretary— «  shorty  plump,  oily 
little  man  in  black,  with  a  keen  black  eye,  a  Jew 
face,  a  yellow  skin,  curly  blade  hair,  closely  trim- 
med black  whiskers,  and  a  ponderous  gold 
watch-chain — in  the  north-west  room  of  the 
"  United  States  "  Custom  House.  Over  the  door 
of  this  room  were  the  words,  "State  Depart- 
ment," and  round  its  walls  were  hung  a  few  maps 
and  battle-plans.  In  one  corner  was  a  tier  of 
shelves  filled  with  books,  among  which  I  no- 
ticed Headley's, "  History,"  Lossing's  "  Pictmal," 
Parton's  "  Butler,"  Greeley's  "American  Conflict," 
a  set  of  Frank  Moore's  "Rebellion  Record," 
and  a  dozen  numbers  and  several  bound  volumes 
of  the  "  Atlantic  Monthly,"  and  ia  the  centre 
of  the  apai:tment  was  a  black-walnut  taUe,  cov* 
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ered  with  green  cloth,  and  filled  with  a  multi- 
tude of  **  state  p^>er8."  At  this  table  sat  Ihe 
Secretary.  He  rose  as  we  entered,  and,  as  Judge 
Ould  introduced  us,  took  our  hands,  and  said : 

'^  I  am  glad,  very  glad,  to  meet  you,  ^gentle- 
men. I  have  read  your  note,  and  " — ^bowing  to 
me—"  the  open  letter  you  bring  from  — ^». 
Your  errand  commands  my  respect  and  sym- 
pathy.   Pray  be  seated." 

As  we  took  the  proffered  seats,  the  Colonel, 
drawing  off  his  **  duster,"  and  displaying  his 
uniform,  said : 

**  We  thank  you  for  this  cordial  reception.  Mr. 
Benjamin.  We  trust  you  will  be  as  glad  to  hear 
us  as  you  are  to  see  us." 

**  No  doubt  I  shall  be,  for  you  come  to  talk  of 
peace.    Peace  is  what  we  all  want" 

'*  It  is,  indeed ;  and  for  that  reason  we  are 
here  to  see  Mr.  Davis.    Oan  we  see  him,  sir  ?" 

"Do  you  bring  any  overtures  to  him  from 
your  Government  T" 

"  No,  sir.  We  bring  no  overtmret  and  have 
no  authority  from  our  Gk)vemment  We  state 
that  in  our  note.  We  would  be  glad,  however, 
to  know  what  terms  will  be  acceptable  to  Mr. 
Davis.  If  &ey  at  all  harmonize  with  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's views,  we  will  report  them  to  him,  and 
so  open  the  door  for  official  negotiations." 

"Are  you  acquainted  wim  Mr.  Uncoln's 
views  r 

"  One  of  us  is,  fdUy." 

"  Did  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  amy  way,  authorize  you 
to  come  here  ?" 

"  No,  sir.  We  came  with  his  pass,  but  not 
by  his  request.  We  say,  distinctly,  we  have  no 
official,  or  unofficial,  authoritv.  We  come  as 
men  and  Christians,  not  as  diplomatists,  hoping, 
in  a  frank  talk  with  Mr.  Davis,  to  discover  some 
way  by  which  this  war  may  be  stopped." 

"  Well,. gentlemen,  I  will  reneat  what  you  say 
to  the  President,  and  if  he  follows  my  advice — 
and  I  think  he  will — ^he  will  meet  you.  He  will 
be  at  church  this  afternoon ;  so,  suppose  you 
call  here  at  nine  this  evening.  If  anjrtliing 
should  occur  in  the  meantime  to  prevent  his 
seeing  you,  I  will  let  you  know  through  Judge 
Ould.^ 

Throughout  this  interview  the  manner  of  the 
Secretary  was  cordial ;  but  with  this  cordiality 
was  a  strange  constraint  and  diffidence,  almost 
amounting  to  timidi^,  which  struck  both  my 
companion  and  myseli.  Contrasting  his  manner 
with  the  quiet  dimity  of  the  ColoneL  I  almost 
&ncied  our  positions  reversed — ^ttiat,  mstead  of 
our  b^ng  in  his  power,  the  Secretary  was  in 
ours,  and  momently  expecting  to  hear  some  un- 
w^come  sentence  from  our  lips.  There  is 
something,  after  all,  in  moral  power.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin does  not  possess  it,  nor  is  he  a  great  man. 
He  has  a  keen,  shrewd,  ready  intellect,  but  not 
the  stamina  to  originate,  or  even  to  execute, 
any  great  good  or  great  wickedness. 

After  a  day  spent  in  our  room,  conversing 
with  the  Jnc^e,  or  ^watching  the  passers-by  in 
the  street— I  shoola  like  to  tell  who  they  were 


and  how  they  looked,  bat  such  information  is 
just  now  contrabandr—we  caDed  again,  at  nine 
o'clock,  at  the  State  DepiLrtment 

Mr.  Benjeunin  occupied  his  previous  seat  at 
the  table,  and  at  his  right  sat  a  spare,  timhftsr 
tared  man,  with  iron-^ray  hair  and  beard,  and  & 
dear,  gray  eye,  full  of  life  and  vigor.  He  had  a 
broad,  massive  forehead,  and  a  mouth  and  dnn 
denoting  great  energy  and  strength  of  wilL 
ffis  face  was  emaciatM,  and  much  wrinkled,  but 
his  features  were  good,  especially  his  eyte-- 
though  tme  of  them  bore  a  soar,  jN>par6iidy 
made  by  some  duurp  instrument  He  wore  a 
suit  of  grayish-brown,  evidently  of  foreign 
manufiictmre,  and,  as  he  rose.  I  saw  that  he  was 
about  five  feet  ten  inches  nigh,  with  a  sli^t 
stoop  in  the  shoulders.  His  manners  were  sim- 
ple, easy,  and  quite  fSeiscinatin^ ;  and  he  ^ew 
an  indescribable  charm  into  his  voice,  as  he  ex- 
tended his  hand,  and  said  to  us : 

"  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  gentiemen.  Ton  are 
very  welcome  to  Richmond." 

And  this  was  the  man  who  was  President  of 
the  United  States  under  Franklin  Pierce,  and 
who  is  now  the  heart,  soul,  and  brains  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  I 

His  manner  put  me  entirely  at  my  ease— -tbe 
Colonel  would  be  at  his,  if  he  stood  before 
Csosar— ^md  I  replied : 

"We  thank  you,  Mr.  Davis.  It  is  notoflwi 
you  meet  men  of  our  clothes,  and  our  principles, 
m  Richmond." 

"Not  often— not  so  often  as  I  oould  wish; 
and  I  trust  your  coming  may  lead  to  a  more 
frequent  and  a  more  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  SouOl" 

"  We  sincerely  hope  it  may." 

"  Mr.  Benjamin  tells  me  you  have  asked  to 
see  me,  to  " 

And  he  paused,  as  if  desiring  we  should  fin- 
ish the  sentence.    The  Colonel  replied : 

"  Yes,  sir.  We  have  asked  this  interview  in 
the  hope  that  you  may  suggest  some  way  b? 
which  this  war  can  be  stopped.  Our  people 
want  peace — your  people  do,  and  your  Congress 
has  recently  said  mat  you  do.  We  have  oome 
to  ask  how  it  can  be  brought  about" 

"In  a  very  simple  way.  Withdraw  yoar 
armies  from  our  territory,  and  peace  will  come 
of  itself.  We  do  not  seek  to  subjugate  you. 
We  are  not  waging  an  offensive  war,  except  so 
far  as  it  is  offensive-defensive— that  is,  so  iar  ae 
we  are  forced  to  invade  you  to  prevent  yonr 
invadinff  us.  Let  us  alone,  and  peace  will  come 
at  once. 

**  But  we  cannot  let  you  alone  so  long  as  yon 
repudiate  the  Union.  That  is  the  one  thing  the 
Northern  people  will  not  surrender." 

*•  I  know.  You  would  deny  to  us  what  yoc 
exact  for  yourselves— ^e  right  of  self-govern 
ment" 

'•No,  sfr,"  I  remarked.  *«We  would  denj 
you  no  natural  right  But  we  think  Unioi 
essential  to  peace ;  and,  Mr.  Davis,  oouid  tw< 
people,  with  the  same  language,  separated  b} 
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0017  n  imaginary  lise,  tive  at  peace  wifli  eaoh 
other?  Would  not  disputea  constantij  arise, 
and  cause  almost  constant  war  between  them  ?" 

*"  Undoabtedlr — ^witib  this  generation.  Ton 
have  sown  sm^  bitterness  at  &e  sonth,  you 
hiye  put  such  an  ocean  of  blood  between  the 
two  sections,  l^t  I  despair  of  seeing  any  bar- 
BODj  in  my  time.  Onr  children  may  foi-get  this 
wtr,  bnt  we  cannot** 

''I  think  the  bitterness  yon  speak  of,  sir," 
Mid  the  Colonel,  *^  doQs  not  reaUy  exist  We 
neet  and  talk  here  as  friends;  onr  soldiers 
meet  and  fraternize  with  each  other ;  and  I  f^el 
sure  that,  if  tiie  Union  were  restored,  »  more 
friendly  feeling  wonld  arise  between  ns  than 
hw  ever  existed.  The  war  has  made  as  know 
sod  lespect  each  otiier  better  than  before.  This 
is  the  inew  of  Yery  many  Sonth^n  men ;  I  have 
had  it  from  many  of  l£em — yonr  leading  citi- 
zeos."  • 

"They  are  misteken,**  replied  Mr.  Davis. 
"  They  do  not  nndersfcand  Sontfiem  sentiment. 
How  can  we  feel  anything  bnt  bitterness  to- 
wink  men  who  deny  as  oar  rights  ?  If  you  en- 
tff  my  honse  and  cmye  me  out  of  it,  am  I  not 
yonr  natural  enemy  f  * 

**  Yon  put  the  case  too  sfrongly.  But  we  can- 
not fight  forever ;  the  y^ar  must  end  at  some 
time ;  we  must  foudly  agree  upon  something ; 
ctt  we  not  <^ce  now,  and  stop  this  frightial 
ssruge?  We  are  both  CSiristian  men,  Mr. 
Davis.  Can  you,  as  a  Christian  man,  leave  un- 
tried any  means  that  may  lead  to  peace  7" 

''No,  I  cannot  I  desire  peace  as  much  as 
you  do.  I  deplore  bloodshed  as  much  as  you 
do ;  but  I  feel  that  not  one  drop  of  the  blood 
shed  in  this  war  is  on  my  hdhds — ^I  can  look  up 
to  my  God  and  say  this.  I  tried  all  in  my  power 
to  avert  this  war.  I  saw  it  coming,  and  for 
twehre  years  I  worked,  night  and  day,  to  pre- 
vent it,  but  I  oould  not  The  North  was  mad 
ad  Uind ;  it  would  not  let  us  govern  ourselves ; 
and  so  the  war  came,  and  now  it  must  go  on  till 
tiie  last  man  of  this  generation  £alls  .in  his 
tiaeki,and  his  children  seize  his  musket  and 
figjbt  his  battle,  unlese  you  adcnowleche  our  right 
to  9elf-govemanenL  We  are  not  fighting  for 
■hvery.  We  are  fighting  for  independence — 
aod  tbit,  or  extermination,  we  tnU  have." 

"  And  there  are,  at  least,  four  and  a  half  mil- 
hoQs  of  us  kit ;  so  you  see  you*  have  a  work 
Mffe  you,"  said  Mr.  Benjamin,  with  a  decided 


"We  have  no  wish  to  exterminate  you," 
answered  the  Colonel  '*  I  believe  what  I  have 
■id,  that  tiiere  is  no  bitterness  between  the 
Hertbem  and  Southern  pwpfe.  The  North,  I 
know,  loves  the  South.  \Vhen  peace  comes,  it 
vifl  pour  UMney  and  means  into  your  hands  to 
npur  the  waste  caused  by  the  war ;  and  it 
would  now  welcome  you  back,  and  forgive  you 
ai  the  loss  and  bloodshed  you  have  caused. 
fttf  we  muti  cmsb  your  armies,  and  exterminate 
your  Government  And  is  not  that  dready 
assrfy  done?  You  are  wholly  without  money, 
Bd  at  the  ^d  of  your  resources.    Grant  has 


shut  you  up  in  Richmond.  Sherman  is  before 
Atlanta.  Had  you  not,  then,  better  accept 
honorable  terms  while  you  can  retain  vour 
prestige^  and  save  the  pride  of  the  Southern 
people  f* 

Mr.  Davis  smiled. 

"  I  respect  your  earnestness.  Colonel,  but  you 
do  not  seem  to  understand  the  situation.  We 
are  not  exactly  shut  up  in  Richmond.    If  your 

Sapors  tell  the  truth,  it  is  your  capital  that  is  in 
anger,  not  ours.  Some  weeks  ago.  Grant 
crossea  the  Rapidan  to  whip  Lee,  and  take 
Richmond.  Lee  drove  him  in  the  first  battle, 
and  then  Grant  executed  what  your  people  call 
a  'brilliant  Hank  movement'  and  fought  Lee 
again.  Lee  drove  Him  a  second  time,  and  then 
Grant  made  another  '  flank  movement  ;*  and  so 
they  kept  on,  Lee  whipping,  and  Grant  flanking, 
imtil  Grant  got  where  he  is  now.  And  what  is 
the  net  result?  Grant  has  lost  seventy-five  or 
eighty  thousand  men — more  than  Lee  had  at  the 
outset — and  is  no  nearer  taking  Richmond  than 
at  first ;  and  Lee,  whose  front  has  never  been 
broken,  holds  him  completely  in  check-,  and  has 
men  enough  to  spare  to  invade  Maryland,  and 
threaten  Washington !  Sherman,  to  be  sure,  is 
before  Atlanta ;  but  suppose  he  is,  and  suppose 
he  takes  i!?  You  know,  that  the  farther  he 
goes  from  his  base  of  supplies,  the  weaker  he 
grows,  and  the  more  disastrous  d*efeat  will  be 
to  him.  And  defeat  may  come.  So,  in  a  military 
view,  I  should  certainly  say  our  position  was 
better  than  yours. 

"  As  to  money ;  we  are  richer  than  you  are 
You  smile ;  but  admit  that  our  paper  is  worth 
nothing,  it  answers  as  a  circulating  medium ; 
and  we  hold  it  all  ourselves.  If  every  dollar  of 
it  were  lost,  we  should,  as  we  have  no  foreign 
debt,  be  none  tiie  poorer.  But  it  is  worth 
something;  it  has  tne  solid  basis  of  a  large 
cotton  crop,  while  yours  rests  on  nothing,  and 
you  owe  afl  the  world.  As  to  resources ;  we 
do  not  lack  for  arms  or  ammunition,  and  we 
have  still  a  wide  territory  from  which  to  gather 
supplies.  So,  you  see,  we  are  not  in  extremities. 
But  if  we  were — ^if  we  were  without  money, 
without  food,  without  weapons — if  our  whole 
coimtry  were  devastated,  and  our  armies  crush- 
ed and  disbanded,  could  we,  without  giving  up 
our  manhood,  give  up  our  right  to  govern  our- 
selves? Would  you  not  ratner  die.  and  feel 
yourself  a  man,  than  Hve,  and  be  suDJeCt  to  a 
foreign  power  ?" 

"^om  your  stand-point  there  is  force  in 
"vsrhat  you  say,"  replied  the  Colonel  "  But  we 
did  not  come  here  to  argue  with  you,  Mr.  Davis. 
We  came,  hoping  to  find  some  honorable  way 
to  peace;  and  I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  say 
what  you  do.  When  I  have  seen  your  young 
men  dying  on  the  battle-field,  and  your  old  men, 
women  and  children,  starving  in  meir  homes,  I 
have  felt  I  could  risk  my  Rfe  to  save  them. 
For  that  reason  I  am  here ;  and  I  am  grieved, 
grieved,  tiiat  there  is  no  hope." 

**I  know  your  motives,  Colonel  Jaquess,  and  1 
honor  you  for  them ;  but  what  can  I  do  more 
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than  I  am  doing  ?  I  would  give  my  poor  life, 
gladly,  if  it  wonld  brin^  peace  and  good-wiU  to 
the  two  countries ;  but  it  would  not  It  is  with 
your  own  people  you  should  labor.  It  is  they  who 
desolate  our  homes,  bum  our  wheat-fields,  break 
the  wheels  of  wagons  carrying  away  our  women 
and  children,  and  destroy  supplies  meant  for 
Our  sick  and  wounded.  At  your  door  lies  all 
the  misery  and  Ihe  crime  of  this  war — and  it  is 
a  fearful,  fearful  account" 

'*Not  all  of  it,  Mr.  Davis.  I  admit  a  fearful 
account,  but  it  is  not  aU  at  our  door.  The  pas> 
sions  of  both  sides  are  aroused.  Unarmed  men 
are  hanged,  prisoners  are  shot  down  in  cold 
blood,  by  yourselves.  Elements  of  barbarism 
are  entering  the  war  on  bo1&  sides,  that  should 
make  us — ^vou  and  me,  as  Christian  men — shud- 
der to  think  of.  Li  Grod's  name,  then,  let  us  stop 
it.  Let  us  do  something,  concede  something,  to 
bring  about  peace.  You  cannot  expect,  with 
only  four  and  a  half  millionJs,  as  Mr.  Bei^amin 
says  you  have,  to  hold  out  forever  against 
twenty  millions." 

Again  Mr.  Davis  smiled. 

"  Do  you  suppose  there  are  twenty  millions  at 
the  North  determined  to  crush  us  ? 

"  I  do — ^to  crush  your  government  A  small 
number  of  our  people,  a  very  small  number,  are 
your  friends— Secessionists.  The  rest  differ 
about  measures  and  candidates,  but  are  united 
in  the  determination  to  sustain  the  Union. 
Whoever  is  elected  in  November,  he  must  be 
committed  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war." 

Mr.  Davis  still  lookmg  incredulous,  I  re- 
marked: 

"  It  is  so,  sir.  Whoever  tells  you  otherwise 
deceives  you.  I  think  I  know  Northern  senti- 
ment, and  I  assure  you  it  is  so*  Tou  know  we 
have  a  system  of  lyceum4ecturing  in  our  large 
towns.  At  the  close  of  these  lect^es,  it  is  t£e 
custom  of  the  people  to  come  upon  the  platform 
and  talk  with  the  lecturer.  This  gives  him 
an  excellent  opportunity  of  learning  public 
sentiment  Last  winter  I  lectured  before  nearly 
a  hundred  of  such  associations,  all  over  the 
North— 'from  Dubuque  to  Bangor — and  I  took 
pains  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  pec^le.  I 
found  a  unanimous  determination  to  crush  the 
rebellion  and  save  the  Union  at  every  sacrifice. 
The  majority  are  in  &vor  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
nearly  all  of  those  opposed  to  him  are  opposed 
to  him  because  they  think  he  does  not  fight  you 
with  enough  vigor.  The  radical  republicans, 
who  go  for  slave-suffirage  and  thorough  confis- 
cation, are  those  who  mil  defeat  him,  if  he  is 
defeated.  But  if  he  is  defeated  before  the 
people,  the  House  will  elect  a  worse  man — ^I 
mean  worse  for  you.  It  is  more  radical  than  he 
is — ^you  can  see  that  from  Mr.  Ashley's  Recon- 
struction Bill — and  the  people  are  more  radical 
than  the  House.  Mr.  Lmcoln,  I  know,  is  about 
to  call  out  five  hundred  thousand  more  men, 
and  I  can't  see  how  you  can  resist  much  loneer : 
but  if  you  do,  you  will  only  deepen  the  ramcal 
feeling  of  the  Northern  people !    They  will  now 


eive  you  &ir,  honorable,  generovs  tenns;  hot 
tet  them  suffer  much  more,  let  there  be  a  deid 
man  in  every  house,  as  there  is  now  in  every 
village,  and  they  will  give  yon  ito  tenn»— they 

will  insist  on  hanging  every  rebel  south  of ^ 

Pardon  my  terms,    f  mean  no  offence." 

^You  give  no  offence,"  he  replied,  smfliiu; 
very  pleasantly.  "I  wouldn't  have  you  pi(i 
vour  words.  This  is  a  frank,  free  talk,  and  I 
like  you  the  better  for  saying  what  you  think 
Goon." 

^I  was  merely  going  to  say,  that  let  I3b» 
Noriliem  people  once  really  feel  the  wttr-4)ey 
do  not  feel  it  yet— «nd  they  will  inaist  on  hang- 
ing eveiT  one  of  your  leaders." 

'*  Well,  admitting  all  you  say^  I  cant  see  how 
it  affects  our  position.  There  are  some  things 
worse  than  hanging  or  extermination.  We 
reckon  giving  np  the  right  of  self-f^ovemmeat 
one  of  those  mings." 

'^By  self-government  you  mean  dlBomon— 
Southern  independenoe  r 

"Yes." 

"  And  slavery,  yon  say,  is  no  longer  an  de- 
ment in  the  contest" 

"  No,  it  is  not,  it  never  was  an  ^saenHdl  ele- 
ment It  was  only  a  means  of  bringing  other 
conflicting  elements  to  an  earlier  onlonnatios. 
It  fired  the  musket  which  was  already  capped  and 
loaded.  There  are  essential  differences  between 
the  North  and  the  South  that  will,  however  this 
war  may  end,  make  them  two  nationa." 

"Yon  ask  me  to  say  what  I  think.  WiD  you 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  know  the  South  pretty 
well,  and  never  observed  those  differences  ?" 

"Then  you  have  not  used  your  eyes.  My 
sight  is  poorer  thaa  yours,  but  I  have  seen  them 
foryears." 

The  laugh  was  i^>on  me,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  en- 
joyed it 

"  Well,  snr,  be  that  as  it  may,  if  I  understand 
you,  the  dispute  between  your  government  and 
ours  is  narrowed  down  to  this  :  Union  or  Dis- 
union." 

"  Yes ;  or  to  put  it  in  other  words :  Indepen- 
dence or  Subjugation." 

"  Then  the  two  governments  are  irreooncilably 
apart  They  have  no  alternative  but  to  fight  it 
out  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  people.  They 
are  tired  of  fighting,  and  want  peace ;  and  as 
th^  be»r  all  the  burden  and  suffermg  of  the  war^ 
is  it  not  right  they  ^lould  have  peace,  and  havQ 
it  on  such  terms  as  they  like  7" 

"  I  don't  understand  you.  Be  a  littje  more  ex 
pHcit" 

"  WeU,  B<^)pOBe  the  two  governments  diould 
agree  to  something  like  this :  To  go  to  the  pea 
piB  with  two  propositions :  say  Peaces  with  Disi 
union  and  Southern  Independence,  as  your  prop 
osition — and  Peace,  with  Union,  Ema&cipatiop 
no  Confiscation,  and  Universal  Amnesty,  as  ours 
Let  the  citizens  of  all  the  United  States  ^as  thej 
existed  before  the  war)  vote  *  Yes,'  or  *  No/  oi 
these  two  propositions,  at  a  special  electioi^ 
within  sixty  days.  If  a  ms^ority  votes  Disunioi 
our  government  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  to  i€ 
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70a  go  in  peace.    If  a  nujority  Totes  UdIod, 

joim  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  to  stay  in  peace« 
tee  two  goTemmentB  can  contract  in  this  way, 
ttd  tiw  people,  though  constitatiooallj  tmable 

t  >  (1»  ddf  nn  peace  or  war,  can  elect  which  of 

Um;  (vo  propositions  shaS  ^vem  their  rolers. 
Let  Lee  ifid  Grant,  meanw^e,  agree  to  an  ar- 
niitice.  This  would  ahealiie  the  sword ;  and 
fooce  sheathed,  it  would  never  again  be  drawn 
bjr  this  generation.*' 

'  The  pkn  is  altogether  impracticable.  If  ftke 
Sooth  were  only  one  State,  it  mijght  work ;  but 
M  it  is,  if  one  Southern  State  objected  to  eman- 
dptdon,  it  would  nullify  the  whole  thing ;  for 
jcQ  are  aware  the  people  of  Virginia  cannot  vote 
akfeiy  out  of  South  Carolina,  nor  the  people  of 
Sooth  Carolina  vote  it  oot  of  Virginia/' 

"But  three-fourths  of  the  States  can  amend  the 
GoDstitatioQ.  Let  it  be  done  in  that  way — ^in 
ffliy  waj,  80  that  it  be  done  by  the  people.  I  am 
pot  i  statesman  or  a  polilioian,  and  I  do  notfaow 
jorthow  such  a  plan  could  be  carried  out ;  but 
joa  get  the  idea--that  the  pioplb  shall  decide 
tbfuiestioD.'* 

'That  the  mqjority  shall  decide  it,  you  mean. 
We  seceded  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  rule  of  the 
oijont}r,  and  &is  would  subject  us  to  it  a^in. 

"Bat  the  majority  must  rule  finally,  eiHier 
mthbuDetB  or  banots." 

"I  am  not  so  sure  of  "fliat  Neither  current 
CTents  nor  history  shoYfs  that  the  majori^  rules, 
« ever  did  rule.    The  contrary,  I  thmk,  is  true. 

Whj,  sir,  the  man  who  should  go  before  the 
Stwithem  people  with  such  a  proposition,  with 
<a^  proposition  which  implied  tnat  the  North 
WIS  to  hare  a  voice  id  determininjg;  the  domestic 
r^litioiis  of  the  South,  could  not  hve  here  a  day. 
He  would  be  hanged  to  the  first  tree,  without 
JBdgeorjmy." 

*ilow  me  to  doubt  that  I  &ink  it  more 
Bkeif  he  would  be  hanged,  if  he  let  the  Soutiiem 
peojSe  know  the  majority  couldn  *t  rule,"  I  ro- 
pM,  smiling. 

•I  have  no  fear  of  Aat,"  rejoined  Mr.  Davis, 
ilie  nuKng  most  f^ood-humoredly.  "  I  give  you 
Iw^  to  proclaim  it  from  every  house-top  in  the 
Sorih.** 

'Bat,  seriously,  sir,  you  let  the  majority  rule 
isasmgleState;  why  not  let  it  rtde  in  the  whole 
cgoBCyT 

"Becaose  ^  States  are  independent  and 
MTerapu  The  country  is  not  It  is  only  a  Con- 
ttieration  of  States ;  or  rather  it  xoas :  it  is  now 
^coftfederations.? 

"Then  we  are  not  9k people — ^we  are  onty  apo- 
fitical  partnership  r 

'That  is  all" 

-Year  very  name,  sir, '  UnUed  States/  implies 
™t.  mi  Mr.  Beiyamin.  "  But,  tell  me,  are  tbe 
tott  joa  have  named — ^Emancipation,  No "  Con- 
ation, and  Universd  Amnesty — the  terms 
'Wi  Mr.  linoola  authorized  you  to  offer  us  T" 

"Ko,  sir,  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  authorize  me  to 
WTon a^y  teim&  But  I (hink  both  he  and 
aeSortbem  people,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  would 
•eat  to  some  such  conditions.** 


^  They  are  very  generous,**  replied  Mr.  Davis, 
for  the  first  time  during  tbe  interview  diowlng 
some  angry  feelings.  "  But  amnesty,  sir,  ap- 
plies to  criminals.  We  have  committed  no 
crime.  Confiscation  is  of  no  account,  unless  you 
can  enforce  it  And  emancipation  I  You  have 
already  emancipated  nearlv  two  millions  of  our 
slaves — and  if  you:  will  ta&e  care  of  them,  you 
may  em«Dcipate  Ite  rest  I  had  afew  when  the 
war  began.  I  was  of  some  use  to  them  ;  they 
never  were  of  any  to  me.  Against  tiieir  will  yotl 
<  emancipated  *  tfaem ;  and  you  may  *  emancipate ' 
every  negro  in  Hie  Confederacy,  but  1^  wiU  be 
free!  We  will^ovem  ofurselves.  We  w&  do 
it,  if  we  have  to  see  every  Southern  plantation 
sadced,  and  every  Southern  city  in  flames.** 

'^  I  see,  Mr.  Davis,  it  is  useless  to  continue  this 
conversation,**  I  replied ;  "and  you  will  pardon 
us,  if  w«  have  seemed  to  press  our  views  with 
too  much  pertinacity.  We  love  the  old  flag,  and 
that  must  be  our  apology  for  Intru4iiig  upon  yoa 
atalL'* 

^  Tou  have  not  intruded  upoa  me,**  he  replied, 
resumiBg  his  usual  maaoer.  ^lam^ladtohave 
met  you  both.  I  once  loved  tlie  old  flttf  as  w^ 
as  you  do ;  I  would  have  died  for  It ;  but  now 
it  is  to  me  only  the  emblem  of  oppression.'* 

"  I  hope  the  dt^  may  never  come,  Mr.  Davis, 
when  I  say  that,^  said  the  Colonel 

A  half-hour*s  oonveraafeioB  on  other  levies — 
not  of  public  interest-ensued,  «nd  then  we  rose 
to  go.  As  we  did  so,  the  Rebel  President  ^Vie 
me  his  hand,  and,  bidding  me  a  Vmidikj  good-bye, 
expressed  the  hope  of  seeing  me  again  in  Rich- 
mond in  happier  tiroes — ^when  peaoe  ahovld  have 
returned ;  but  with  tibe  Colonel  his  parting  was 
partioularhr  cordial.  Taking  his  hand  in  both  of 
his,  he  said  to  him : 

'*  Colonel,  I  respect  your  diaraeter  and  your 
motives,  and  I  wish  you  well — I  wish  you  every 
good  I  can  wish  you  oonsistently  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Cqfifederacy.** 

The  quiet,  straightforwaid  bearinf;  aiftd  mag- 
nificent moral  courage  of  our  ''  fighting  parson  *' 
had  evidently  inq>resBed  Mr.  Davis  very  favor- 
ably. 

As  we  were  leaving  the  room,  he  added : 

"  Say  to  Mr.  Lincom  from  me,  that  I  shall  at 
any  time  be  pleased  to  receive  proposals  for 
peace  on  the  basis  of  our  independence.  It  will 
be  useless  to  approach  me  with  any  other.'* 

When  we  went  out,  Mr.  Beniamki  called  Judge 
Ould,  who  had  been  wajtins^  during  the  whole 
interview — ^two  hours— at  me  other  end  of  the 
haD,  and  we  passed  down  the  stairway  together. 
As  I  put  my  arm  within  that  of  the  Judge,  he 
said  to  me : 

"  Well,  what  is  the  result?*' 

"Nothing  but  war — ^war  to  the  knife.** 

"Ephraim  is  joined  to  his  idols— let  him 
alone,    added  the  Colonel,  solemnfy. 

I  should  like  to  relate  the  incidents  of  the 
next  day,  when  we  visited  Castle  Thunder,  Lib- 
by  Prison,  and  the  hospitals  occupied  by  our 
wounded ;  but  the  limits  of  a  magazine  article 
will  not  permit    I  6an  only  say  that  at  sundown 
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we  t»a80ed  out  of  the  Rebel  lines,  and  at  ten 
o^ock  that  night  stretched  our  tired  limbs  on 
the  '^  downy  ^  cots  in  General  Butler's  tent, 
thankful,  doTontly  thankful,  that  we  were  once 
again  under  the  folds  of  the  old  flag. 


Doa  16. 
OFEBATIONB  IN    TEKinBSSSE. 

MA10B.6ENSRAL  SnSDMAirS  BEPQBT. 

BaaqoAKrma  Dsnocr  or  Bioirja,\ 
QfATTAgoooA,  Jiaiitfj  27, 1866.    / 

Gbkxbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  campaign,  whidi  resulted 
in  the  defeat  of  Ihe  enemy  before  Nashiolle,  and 
his  retreat  to  Alabama. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major-Greneral 
Thomas,  my  command,  consisting  of  tiie  Eight- 
eenth regnnent  Ohio  Yolunteers,  Sixty-eighth 
regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  Sixth  Indiana  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  Fourteenth,  Sixteenth,  and 
Forty-fourth  United  States  colored  troops,  de- 
tachments of  the  Fourteenth,  Twentie^,  and 
Seventeenth  army  corps,  organized  into  a  pro- 
visional division,. and  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  C&iarles  Cruft,  and  the  Eighteenth  Ohio 
and  Twentieth  Indiana  batteries,  amounting  in 
Ihe  am-egate  to  about  fifty4wo  hundred  men, 
moved  from  Chattanooga  by  railroad  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  and  proceeded 
to  Cowan,  Tennessee,  where  I  took  my  command 
from  the  cars  the  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock 
and  placed  it  in  position. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  same  day  I  received 
an  order  by  telegraph  from  the  Major-General 
commanding,  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible 
with  my  command  and  report  to  him  at  Nash- 
ville, arriving  at  that  place  at  five  o'dock  p.  m. 
on  the  first  day  of  December. 

By  an  accident  to  one  of  the  trains  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  For^-fourth 
United  States  colored  troops,  was  detained 
until  the  morning  of  the  second  December, 
when  the  train  conveyine  his  troops  was 
attacked  by  the  cavalry  of  £e  enemy,  five  miles 
south  of  Nashville. 

I  herewith  submit  Colonel  Johnson's  report 
of  his  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  second  day  of  December  I  moved  my 
command,  by  order  of  the  M^jor-General  com- 
manding, into  position,  and  occupied  and  fortified 
the  ridge  between  the  Murfreesboro  and  Nolens- 
viHe  pikes,  and  crossing  the  Nashville  and  Chat- 
tanooga railroad  on  Reu^e's  him. 


By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas  I  with- 
drew my  ooBom^d  from  the  position  occupied 
the  day  previous,  and  placed  it  ofl  a  line  indi- 
cated, nearer  the  city  of  Nashville,  on  the  north 
side  of  Brown's  Creek,  extending  from  the 
Nolensville  pike  across  the  Murfreesboro  pike, 
the  left  resting  near  the  honse  of  Major  Lewis, 
a  ekoTi  distMioe  from  the  Lebaiion  pike. 


This  position  was  strongly  fortified  bymjr 
troops,  iad  held  until  they  were  withdrawn  to 
to  participate  in  the  action  on  the  fifteenth  of 
December. 

Dteember  5  and  7. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas  I  directed 
a  small  brigade  of  colored  troops^  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  of  the  Four- 
teenth United  States  colored  troops,  and  the 
Sixty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers  and  Sixth  Indi- 
ana dismounted  cavalry,  under  the  commaod  of 
Colonel  Biddle,  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of 
the  enemy  in  my  front 

This  force  on  both  days  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  left  of  the  works  constructed  by  my  com- 
mand on  Raine's  farm,  which  he  had  taken  pos- 
session of  after  my  troops  abandoned  them. 

These  reconnoisanc^  were  conducted  by  the 
officen  in  command  with  prudence,  enei]p;y,and 
ability,  and  were  successnil  in  developing  the 
enemy's  position. 

A  detailed  account  *of  the  results  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  Colonel  Morgan,  herewith  for- 
warded. 

December  11 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Thomas,  I  directed  Brigadier-General  Cruft 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  This  re- 
connoisance  (made  by  a  Wigaide  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  J.  G.  Mitchell),  owing  to  the 
whole  sur&ce  of  the  coontry  being  covered 
with  ice,  rendering  it  almost  imposaiUe  for  men 
or  animals  to  move  over  uneven  ground,  and  on 
acconnt  of  the  steep  slopes  to  be  ascended  in 
approaching  the  position  of  the  enemy,  was  a 
difficult  dnfy ;  but  it  was  accomplished,  and  the 
position  of  the  enemy  developed. 

OMemlMrll 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  MaiiHr-Genenl 
Thomas,  a  brigade  of  General  Graft's  troope, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  A.  G.  MaUoj, 
reconnoitred  in  front  of  my  position  and  felt  the 
enemy's  right  The  ground  being  still  covered 
with  smoom  ice,  rendered  the  movement  tedious 
and  haaurdous ;  but,  under  all  the  disad  vanta^ 
was  skillfoUy  executed,  the  enemy  forced  mto 
his  works,  and  the  object  of  the  reoonnoissanoe 
accomplished.  The  movement  was  made  vnder 
the  immediate  direction  of  General  Graft. 

December  15. 

The  weaker  having  moderated  and  the 
ground  thawed  sufficiently  to  enable  men  and 
animals  to  stand  up,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  Major^Teneral  Thomas,  the  provisional  divis- 
ion of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Onft,  moved  at  four  o'clock  ▲.  k.,  and 
relieved  the  troops  of  the  Fourth  and  Twenty- 
tl^rd  army  corps,  occupying  their  exterior  line 
of  works  and  picketing  the  front  of  this  line 
from  the  AcUm  Place  to  Fort  Negley,  and 
commanding  the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the 
Granny  White,  Franklin  and  Nolensville  turn- 
pikes. 

Brigadier-General  J.  F.  Miller  reported  his 
command  to  me  at  four  o'dook  a.  m.,  azvd  ocoapi»d 
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Ifae  works  from  Fori  Neglej  to  tiM  Lebaoon 
pike,  coBunaoding  the  approaohefl  to  the  oity 
bjT  the  Mnrfree&oio,  Qucdcen  and  Lebanon 
tvnpikes. 

Bngidier-Oeneral  J.  L.  Donelson  reported 
faifl  coauDand  at  six  o'dock,  and  oQCimied  the 
woiki  from  the  right  of  Qeneral  Graft's  oom- 
OBod  to  the  Cumberland  river,  conunanding  the 
approaches  to  the  city  bj  the  Harding  and  HiUa- 
bovo'  tumpikea. 

flaTing  thna  disposed  the  troops  as  directed, 
for  the  protection  of  the  citj,  fnify  commanding 
all  its  approaches,  and  rendering  Uie  public  pro- 
perty ana  soDpHes  secnre  against  sndden  atteick 
croffl  either  flank,  I  moved  ont  at  half-past  six 
o'clock  jL  M.,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major- 
GenenJ  Thomas,  with  the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth 
and  One  Ha^idredth  regiments  of  colored  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thompson,  of 
tike  Twefflh  colored;  the  Fourteenth,  Seven- 
teenth, Forly-fonrth  and  a  detachment  of  the 
Bghteenth  regiments  colored  troops,  under 
eommand  of  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  of  the  Four- 
teenth colored ;  the  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  volun- 
teers, Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  the 
Second  battalion,  Fourteenth  army  corps,  under 
eommand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  H.  Grosvenor, 
and  the  Twentielii  Indiana  and  Eighteenth  Ohio 
batteries  to  attack  the  enem/s  right,  employ  his 
forces  at  tiiat  pointy  and  as  &r  as  possible  by 
mj  movemente  to  mislead  him  as  to  real  point 
of  attack.  The  fog  was  verv  dense,  and  delayed, 
fomewhat,  movemente  on  the  entire  line.  A  few 
minntes  before  eight,  when  the  fog  had  par- 
tially  dewed  away,  and  all  my  dispositions  nad 
been  made  for  attack,  Br^aaier-General  W.  D. 
Whipple,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Department  of 
tibe  Gmnberland,  instructed  me,  by  order  of 
Id^or-Oeneral  Thomas,  as  to  the  time  of  atteck. 
At  eight  o'dock,  the  time  designated,  the  attack 
was  made  by  the  troops  of  Colonel  Morgan  and 
lieoteDantrColonel  Gh'osvenor,  Colonel  Morgan 
comnyuiding— advancing  from  the  lK(urfreesboro 
turnpike  towards  Riddler's  Hill,  n^idly  driving 
m  tiie  picketo  of  the  enemy  and  assaulting  his 
fine  of  works  between  the  U.  and  C.  ndkoad 
and  the  Murfreesboro  turnpike.  In  this  assault 
the  troops  behaved  well,  carrying  a  portion  of 
^  enemy's  works,  but  as  they  were  exposed 
to  a  destructive  fire,  (the  enemy  rapidly  redn- 
fordng  that  part  of  his  line),  and  as  my  object 
waa  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  purposes 
of  the  ^jorOeneral  commanding,  I  withdrew 
flus  force  and  immediately  re-formed  it  for  an 
attack  on  a  force  oocupyiue  an  eardi-work, 
eaat  of  and  witiiin  short  musket  range  of  the 
Bainl'a  house. 

This  attadc  was  made  ^t  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  m., 
and  respited  in  my  troops  getting  possession  of 
the  Raine's  house  and  other  adjacent  bri<^  out- 
boOdingSfWhic^  were  kx>p-holed  and  held  until 
^  next  morning.  While  these  attacks  were 
being  made  by  i&Q  troops  under  Colonel  Mor- 
nn,  Colonel  Thompson's  command  moved  across 
Brown's  creek,  between  the  NolensvOle  and 
MvfreesbtMro  turnpikes,  and  attacked  and  oar- 


lied  the  left  of  the  front  line  of  worltt  of  the 
enemy,  resting  on  the  Nolensville  pike.  This 
portion  of  the  enemy's  line  was  held  by  Colonel 
Thompson's  command  until  the  morning  of  tiie 
sixteenth. 

During  the  operations  of  my  command  against 
the  enemy's  nght,  6enex:al  Cruft,  holding  the 
exterior  hue  protecting  the  city,  and  watohing 
vigilantly  all  me  movemente,  saw  an  opportunity 
to  use  his  artillery  on  a  flying  coluibn  of  the 
enemy's  tro<:^.  and  nromptiy  ordered  the 
Twenty-fourth  Indiana  battery,  Captain  Sturm, 
to  open,  which  he  did  with  effect,  scattering 
and  demoralizing  this  force. 

Darkness  closed  the  operations  of  the  day ; 
all  the  orders  I  received  from  Major-Greneral 
Thomas  had  been  executed ;  his  plans  success- 
ful, and  victory  crowned  our  efforto.  Through- 
out the  day,  and  until  the  action  closed  at  dark, 
my  eommand  behaved  nobly,  making  the  several 
assaulte  ordered  with  cool,  steady  bravery, 
retiring  only  when  ordered  to  do  so.  A  portion 
of  the  conmiand  suffered  severely,  but  no  troops 
behaving  as  gallantiy  as  they  did,  in  assaulting 
fortified  position,  could  have  suffered  less,  or 
borne  their  losses  more  heroically. 

December  10. 

At  dx  o'clock  A.'M.,in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  Major-General  Thomas,  mv  command  moved 
on  the  enem/s  works,  and  found  that  he  had 
evacuated  the  right  of  his  line,  in  my  front, 
during  the  night.  Pushing  out  my  troops  on 
the  T^lensville  pike,  rapidly  driving  his  cavalrv, 
I  took  up  a  position  between  the  Nolensville 
pike  and  the  left  of  the  Fourth  corps,  com- 
manded bv  Brigadier-(Jeneral  T.  J.  Wood,  my 
right  resting  on  the  railroad,  my  left  reposing 
near  the  Nolensville  pike,  .and  covering  the 
entire  left  of  our  line,  engaging  and  putting  to 
flight  a  portion  of  the  enemy^  cavalry.  Gen- 
eral Cruft,  as  I  advanced  with  the  troops  under 
my  immediate  conmiand,  uncovering  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  city  by  way  of  the  Murfrees- 
boro and  Nolensville  turnpikes,  promptly  pushed 
forward  a  brigade  of  his  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  G.  Mitcliell,  and  occupied 
Riddle's  Hill,  protecting  our  rear  against  any 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  use  his  cavalry  to 
annoy  us,  or  interfere  with  our  ammunition 
or  ambulance  trains. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
from  Major-General  Thomas,  my  command 
formed  a  junction  with  the  command  of  General 
Wood,  and  my  troops  united  with  General 
Wood's  in  assaulting  the  enemy,  who  was 
strongly  posted  and  fortified  on  Overton's  Hill. 
In  this  assault,  although  unsuccessful,  the  troops 
engaged — ^two  brigades  of  General  Wood's,  and 
.Colonel  Thompson  s  brigade  of  colored  troops, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grosvenor's  brigade  from 
my  command — exhibited  courage  and  steadiness 
that  challenged  the  admiration  of  all  who  wit- 
nessed the  charge.  The  concentrated  fire  of 
muaketrv  and  canister  from  the  enemy's  works 
forced  them  back  with  severe  loss.    "Aiey  were 
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immediately  rearmed  to  'renew  the  Meanlt, ' 
which  wotiid  have  been  promptly  made  ;  but  a 
division  of  General  Wood's  troops,  as  I  was 
informed,  on  the  right  of  the  Iranklin  pike, 
taking  advantage  of  the  withdrawal  by  the  ene- 
my of  a  portion  of  his  troops  in  their  front, 
to  reinforce  Overtons  Hill,  made  a  charge,  which 
oaosed  the  entire  Mne  of  the  enemy  to  give  way, 
and  retreat  rapidly  and  in  disorder.  My  troops, 
in  conjunction  with  General  Wood's,  immed- 
iately pursued  rapidly,  taking  a  number  of 
prisoners.  The  pursuit  was  continued  until 
after  dark,  when  our  exhausted  troops  bivou- 
acked for  the  night  near  Brentwood. 

DeoflDkberlT. 
My  command,  in  obedience  to  orders,  con- 
tinued the  pursuit,  covering  and  protecting  the 
left  of  our  line,  moving  from  ^entwood,  on 
the  Wilson  pike,  to  a  point  four  miles  soutii  of 
Brentwood,  and  crossine  from  that  point  by  a 
south-west  road  to  FrankUn,  where  it  bivowcked 
for  the  night,  not  being  able  to  cross  the  Burp- 
eth  river,  which  was  much  swollen  by  the  heayy 
rain  oi  tne  night  and  day  previous,  and  liie 
bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy* 

Dooonbop  18. 

My  conmiand  moved  across  the  river  and 
proceeded  about  three  miles  beyond  Franklin, 
on  the  road  to  Spring  Hill,  when,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  I  returned  with  my  troops  to  Frank- 
lin and  marched  to  Murfreesboro,  to  proceed  by 
rail  to  Decatur,  movine  General  Ck-uft's  troops 
from  Nashville  by  the  Murfreesboro  pike.  Tne 
whole  command  was  conoentrated  at  Murfrees- 
boro, on  the  evening  of  the  twentieth. 

At  Murfreesboro  I  received  despatches  from 
Golond  A.  J.  McKay,  Chief  Quartermaster  of 
the  Department,  infbrmiiig  me  that  tJie  transpor- 
tation necessary  to  move  my  command  by  rail 
to  Decatur,  was  on  the  way  from  Chattanooga, 
and  transports  conveying  supplies  would  meet 
me  at  such  point  as  I  might  aesifnate.  These 
orders  and  dispositions  of  Colonel  McKay  were 
all  perfect,  but  the  severe  cold  weather,  the  in- 
juries to  tne  road,  and  the  criminal  negligence, 
incompetency,  and  indifference  of  a  portion  of 
the  railroad  employes,  occasioned  serious  de- 
lays. 

On  the  morning  of  fhe  twenty-second  De- 
cember, my  command  moved  from  Murfrees- 
boro, reaching  the  mouth  of  Limestone  River  on 
the  evening  of  the  twenjhr-sixth,  where  I  found 
Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Granger,  with  his  com- 
mand, with  four  gunboats,  one  armed  transport 
(the  Stone  River),  and  five  transports,  with  ra- 
tions and  forage,  forwarded  from  Chisittanooga 
for  my  conmiand. 

Decembw  27. 

Having  constructed  ^e  trestles,  and  secured 
the  plank  necessary  to  bridge  a  lafoon  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  Sie  night 
previous,  I  moved  a  portion  of  my  command 
with  the  transports,  convoyed  by  the  eunboats 
down  the  river  to  a  point  three  miles  above  De- 
catur, where  a  lancliug  was  effected,  the  la- 


goon rapi^  bridged,  the  trooM  croswd,ttd 
pushed  out  in  the  direction  or  Deoaitar.  Vatk 
enemy  attempted  to  oheok  the  orossing  of  ths 
troops  with  artillery,  which  he  posted  withiQ 
half  a  mile  of  where  we  w«re  crossing  Ae 
Ifl^on,  but  my  advance,  having  crossed  be- 
fore tiiis  artilery  opened,  was  n^idh^  nuihed 
out^  and  drove  it  off.  At  tiiree  o'clock  r.ft 
ihe  whole  of  my  infiemtry  had  crossed,  and  it 
seven  o'clock  f.  m.  was  in  possession  of  Deoft- 
tur. 

DeewilMrSI. 

My  artniery  and  cavalry  was  crossed,  the 
command  rationed,  and  moved  out  three  nnleB 
on  the  road  to  CourtLand.  Tlie  cavalry,  the  Fif- 
teenth Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Pedmer,  and  de- 
tachments of  the  Second  Tennessee,  Tenth, 
Twelfth,  and  Thirteenth  Indiana,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ptosser,  amonntm£ 
in  the  aggregate  to  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  effective  men  (Colonel  Wm.  L.  Pahner,  of 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  commanding),  moved 
from  Decatur  at  8  p.  m.,  and  pushed  rapidly 
forward,  encountering  tiie  enemy  six  miles  from 
the  river,  on  the  Courtiand  road,  and  at  onoe 
atteuJced  and  routed  him,  capturing  his  artaHeiy, 
a  section  of  siz^ounder  brass  guns. 


My  command  moved  at  daylight,  the  cavalry 
in  advance,  and  went  into  camp  at  five  o'clock, 
within  four  miles  of  Courtland.  The  infantry 
met  no  opposition.  The  cavalry  skirmished 
most  of  the  day  in  advance  of  the  iuihntrT, 
driving  the  enemy  rapidly  towards  Courtland. 
At  Pond  Spring,  tfiree  miles  north-east  of 
Courtland,  he  made  a  stand,  but  was  immedi- 
ately charged  and  routed  by  my  cavafry.  The 
report  of  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the  cav- 
alry, herewith  forwarded,  gives  a  fufl  account 
of  this  afiair. 

DooMBberlO 

My  infantiy  moved  to  Courtland  and  went 
into  camp  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  on 
Big  Nance  Creek,  the  cavalry  pushing  on  as  fv 
as  Leigbton,  thirteen  miles  west  of  Courtland. 

At  five  clock  p.  M.  I  received  a  despatch 
from  Colonel  Palmer,  written  at  Leighton,  ask- 
ing my  permission  to  pursue,  ct^>ture,  and  de- 
stroy Hood's  pontoon  inin,  I  immediately  gave 
him  permission  to  exercise  his  oWn  jud^meut 
in  the  matter.  He  decided  to  pursue,  and  in 
the  most  splendid  manner  not  only  accomplished 
all  he  proposed— the  destruction  of  the  pontoon 
train — ^but  pursued,  captured,  and  destroyed  a 
supply  train  of  one  hundred  and  ten  wagoas. 

Colonel  Palmer's  command,  in  this  enterprisisg 
and  daring  expedition,  captured  and  destroyed 
upwards  of  three  hundred  wagons,  nearly  one 
^ousand  stand  of  arms,  a  laree  number  of  mules 
and  oxen,  and  captured  ana  turned  over  two 
pieoes  of  artillery,  two  nundred  prisoners,  in- 
cluding thirteen  commissioned  offlbers^  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy  serviceable  mules. 

To  support  the  movement  of  Colonel  Pahnec, 
I  advanced  two  brigades  of  infrmtry,  under  com- 
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wtitd  of  Ooiotnl  Thompsoii.  to  Tcfwn  C^^eek, 
ttmn  wSt9B  west  of  OourtlftDCi,  and  om  brisMiey 
iider  oomaMuid  of  Coloml  Safan,  to  Leig^ton. 
toenl  Onffs  diyision,  with  the  trlBlery,  f^ 
■unadtttOnirauML 

JiHniaiy  !» 

BiriDg  foamed  that  Colonel  Fdlmer  had  been 
iaoee«fdl,  and  receiTing  an  order  from  Maior- 
QcBBral  TlMttaa  to  reliini  wiHi  n^  oouiand  to 
fWttmooyi,  I  moTed  with  mj  intotry  and 
irt2Dei7  lor  Decator,  leaohing  that  place  m  the 
cfflmBg  of  tiw  fifyi  of  January. 

9mQ$ry  4. 

At  one  o'dock  ^  m .  I  moved,  with  the  artfllery 
ad  wk  of  tike  oeuMand,  on  board  the  trana- 
porte  for  (9iattBiiooga,leaving  Bruradier-Geiieral 
uifttDii»tiiniiiith  fheinffoitnr  byraiL  G^n- 
stL&aftiPMi  deli^Tod  aayeral  days  in  his  return 


by  an  order  from  Major-Oeneral  Thomaa,  direot- 
ing  him  to  pnTBue  the  rebel  General  Lyon.  This 
pmtion  of  the  oamfwign,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rahito  aw^Utng  aD  the  Btreams  out  of  their  banks 
and  rendering  the  roads  almost  wholly  impass- 
able, was  very  ardnons,  bnt  was  skififally  and 
satisfeotori^  oondnoted  by  General  Cmft,  reaolt- 
ing  in  the  capture  of  a  part  of  Lyon's  men,  and 
(hiving  all  thatt  escaped  out  of  the  oonntiT. 
utterly  demoralized.  The  report  of  General 
Chmfl,  herewith  fbrwarded,  gives  a  detailed  his- 
tory of  hie  opefntions  hi  pnrsoit  of  General 
Lyon. 

JaaMBt  IB. 

G^eneral  Oruft  retomed  to  Chattanooga  witii 
his  eommand. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  casnaltias 
of  my  command  during  ^e  entire  campaign : 


OrgBBMed  m  the  Ftat  OM- 
ored  Brigade, OdoaelT.X 

Morgan,  commMiding. 

Organiied  as  UmSmoimI  Col- 
ored Brigade,  ColoQel  C  K. 
Thompson,  commanding. 

Incladvd  in  the  ProvtetoMd 
DiTiaiM,  A.  a, Brigadier- 
General  Cruft,  comd'f. 

Captain  OBbom. 


TW  larger  portion  of  Aese  losses,  amounting 
^  the  aggregate  to  ftilly  twenty-flve  per  cent 
of  fte  men  under  mv  command  who  were  taken 
ni*»  aetioa,  it  wiD  be  observed,  fell  upon  the 
M*«uil  doopa.  The  severe  loss  of  this  part  of 
^IHwps  was  in  the  brilliant  ohai^e  on  the 
•■■y's  vorks  on  Overton  Hill  on  Friday  after- 
■001.  Iwas  unable  to  discover  that  oojor  made 
wyjtterMice  in  fte  figfadns;  of  my  troops.  All, 
VM«d  Mack,  noblv  did  metr  duty  as  soldiers, 
ari  svfneed  oaaerfblness  and  resolutioB,  such 
*  I  hate  never  seen  excelled  in  any  campaign 
^^  war,iB  which  I  hftve  borne  a  part 

lackabgOie  brief  report  of  the  operations 
^■y  rsBMiiaiid  dmring  the  campaign,!  ieel  that 
JMBaeejsyels  me  to  mention  several  oflBoers, 
^  JMliiigiiiHlied  themselves  by  their  energy, 
afed    onreontting   efms   to   secure 


CbarleB  Craft  performed 
oiganiiiBg,  anniar,  and 


-Genefal 

labor   in       _  _ 

the  detadimeniS  of  recruits,  drafted 
fariombsd  soldierB  of  the  Army  of  the 
to  toe  number  of  fourteen  thousaDd, 


ten  thousand  of  whom  took  part  in  ^b» 
paign,  in  battiea  before  Nashville,  and  in  gvard- 
mg  the  raihroad  defenoes  soath  of  the  Tsttuossse 
Rivsr. 

Six  thousand  of  these  men  were  commanded 
by  the  General  in  person,  in  the  field,  from  the 
oommencement  until  the  dose  of  the  oompaign. 
The  General  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  ooustry 
for  the  able  and  sfifeient  manner,  in  which  he 
has  performed  this  dutr. 

Brigadier-General  Jotei  F.  Miler,  comniandhig 
Post  of  Nashville,  disph^ed  eaergy,  effioienoy, 
and  promntness  in  pfacmg  his  troops  in  posi- 
tion, to  hold  a  portion  of  the  exterior  Hoe  pro- 
teetmg  the  city  of  NashviUe. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Brigadier-€kiieral 
Doaalssn,  Chief .  Quartermaster  of  the  Depart- 
ment, for  his  efficient  and  energetic  efforts  to 
fit  out  my  command  on  its  arrivd  at  NashviUe, 
and  for  the  assistanee  he  rendered  with  the 
armed  men  of  his  department  in  protecting  the 
eit^  of  Nashville,  pending  the  engagement 

ky  thanks  are  due  Colonel  A.  J.  McKay^ 
Chief  Quartermaster  Army  of  the  ComberlaBDO, 


fO 
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for  his  promptnefls  in  fornishiDg  truiqKnlBtkm 
to  conrey  my  oommand  from  Murfreesboro  to 
Decatur,  and  forwarding  snppliee  lor  my  troops 
by  transports,  to  the  mooth  of  Lunestone 
River. 

Ck>lonel  Felix  Prince  Safan,  Sixty-eighth  New 
York  yeteran  volunteers,  commaad^  a  pro- 
Tisional  brigade  of  mv  troeps,  and  exhibited 
high  qualities  as  a  soldier.  I  respeotfdlly  re- 
commend him  for  promotion. 

Golonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  Fourteenth  United 
States  oolored  troops,  behaved  gallantly.  I 
respectfuUy  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

Lteutenant-ColoQel  G.  H.  Groevenor,  Eight- 
eenth Ohio  volunteers,  behaved  nobly  in  lead- 
ing a  chargo  on  the  reoel  works,  on  the  Rainess 

I^»C6. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staff  accommmied 
me  on  tiie  campai^,  and  discharged  lul  the 
duties  that  devolved  upon  them  in  a  most  Satis- 
factory manner : 

Colonel  C.  S.  Cotter,  Fint  Ohio  light  artillery ; 
Chief  of  Artillery,  Major  8.  B.  Moe ;  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Captain  A.  Mills,  Eighteenth 
United  States  inkntry ;  Inspector,  Captain  M. 
Davis,  Fourteenth  Ohio  vplusteers;  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Captain  W.  B.  Steedman,  Fourteenth 
Ohio  volunteers ;  Aide-de-Oamp,  Lieutenant  J. 
G.  McAdams,  Sixth  Kentucky  cavalry,  A.  C.  S. 
Colonel  H.  B.  Burning,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  served  me  ably  as  a  pro- 
vost marshal. 

Captain  A.  R.  Keller,  AjBsistant  Quartermaster, 
r^orted  to  me,  and  rendered  me  efficient  ser- 
vice as  quartermaster  for  my  command. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  M%jor  S.  B.  Moe,  my 
Assistant  AdjutantGeneral,  for  his  efficient 
and  gallant  services  on  the  field,  as  well  as  for 
the  valuable  aid  which  his  large  experience  as 
a  railroad  man  enabled  him  to  render  me  in 
pushi^  through  the  trains  conveying  my  troops 
from  Cnattanooga  to  Nashville,  and  from  Mur- 
freesboro  to  Decatur 

Captain  Osbom,  Twentieth  Indiana  battery, 
and  Captain  Ayle^ure,  Eighteenth  Ohio  battery, 
deserve  praise  for  the  effective  and  gaDant 
manner  in  whidi  ttiey  handled  their  respective 
batteries. 

A  am  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Stevens,  Si^r- 
intendent  of  the  N.  and  C.  Raik«ad ;  Mr.  T^ 
madge.  Master  of  Transportotion  at  Chattanooga ; 
and  Mr.  Bryant,  Assistant  Supsriatendent  N. 
aad  C  Railroad,  as  most  honon^ble  exoeptionB, 
among  the  raikoad  men  who  have  been  oen- 
snred  by  me  for  neglect  of  duty.  These  gentle- 
men did  everytiiing  in  their  power  to  aid  me  in 
ffetting  over  the  railroad  with  n^  eomBand. 
1  respectfully  commend  them  for  their  efforts. 

I  respectfully  recommend  Colonel  William  L. 
Fafaner,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  for  pro- 
motion, for  distingnishea,  gallant  and  suceessfid 
services  in  pursuing,  captorine  and  destroying 
tiie  pontoon  and  supply  train  of  the  enemy. 

I  fully  concur  in  au  Gtoeral  Cruft  has  said  in 
his  report,  in  commendation  of  the  officers  of 
his  oommand.  I 


Mr.  JsflMS  R  Hood,  of  CSiattanooga,  aotsitm- 
panied  me  throqghout  the  campaign,  and  rw- 
dered  me  efficient  and  valvable  service  as  vol- 
unteer aide. 

•  Respectfully  submitted, 

JaKMB  B.  SnBDMAX. 

MiJnr  flnnm  il^  nimwiailm 
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QuRAnoooA,  TnonMB,  Jannary  90,  186S.  J 

McfforMoe.AstisUnU  AdIiuUmUQeneralj  Ditind 
(f0u  Etowah: 

The  following  report  of  the  recent  campaign 
is  respectfcdly  submitted : 

I  had  been  ordered  by  Major-Qenenl  Thomis 
to  oiganize  the  troops  belonging  to  Majoi^Qen- 
oral  Sherman's  field  command  wiSiin  this  depart- 
ment, and  report  them  to  Major-General  Steed- 
man,  commanding  District  of  the  Etowah. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  1864, 
while  on  the  above  duty  at  Chattano<^a,  Ten- 
nessee, an  order  was  received  from  Major-Gen- 
era!  Steedman  to  move  that  day  by  rail,  all 
available  force.  A  portion  of  the  garrison  at 
Tunnd  Hill  was  withdrawn,  and,  with  the  Eidit- 
eenth  Ohio  volunteen  from  this  )[>o6t,  was  admd 
to  my  command. 

Reached  Cowan  Station  at  eight  o'clock  jl  x.; 
disembarked  the  command  and  oivouadEed. 


ipped  the  command  by  rail  during  the 
nighl  and  left  Cowan  about  daylight.  Reached 
Nashville  at  five  p.  m.,  and  went  into  camp  in 
the  eastern  suburbs  of  the  city. 

Deoembarl 
Moved  to  the  hills  near  Raine's  house  and  bmh 
a  strong  line  of  fortifications  and  a  redoubt  for 
the  Twentieth  Indiana  battery  (Obtain  Osben: 
oommanding),  which  was  upon  service  with  my 
command  this  day*.  * 


In  compliance  witfi  orders  firom  Major-Gen* 
oral  Steedman,  I  abandoned  the  works  built  the 
day  previous  and  fi$ll  back  to  a  line  indicated, 
nearer  the  city.  In  the  new  position,  the  right 
rested  at  Judge  Trimble's  house,  and  the  Ime 
extending  northward  across  the  Murfreesboro 
pike,  the  left  resting  near  Mi^or  Lewis*  house. 
A  substantial  line  of  earthworks,  with  a  pro- 
tecting line  of  palisades'  and  an  abaUs  of  brash 
in  frt)nt,  was  speedily  constructed.  Dnrinr  the 
da^,  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  battery  (Captain  Ayle- 
shire,  commanding)  was  assigned  to  me  for  duty. 
A  stronff  redoubt  was  built  for  the  artillery  at  a 
point  where  the  line  crossed  the  Murfreesboro 
turnpike.  My  command  occupied  this  line  until 
fhe  general  assault  upon  the  enemy.  The  posi- 
tion was  materially  strengthened  from  day  to 
day  by  the  construction  and  raising  of  a  dam 
across  Browne*s  Creek,  at  Hbb  hridee  below,  on 
tiie  Lebanon  tanq>ike.    The  oreek  ran  neiiriy 
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paryiel  to  the  Kiie  of  works,  and  about  two  kim- 
dred  yards  in  front  of  the  abatis.  It  became,  as 
the  dbpth  of  water  increased,  a  material  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  an  assault  My  oenmaad 
perfonned  about  fonr  llioiisaiid  five  hundred 
days*  work  in  the  constmction  of  this  dam.  Lien- 
tenaotColonel  Ch'osvenor  principally  snperin- 
taided  its  construction,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  distidot  headquarters.    Major  Boatch,  com- 


wMwiinp  battalion.  Fourteenth  army  corps,  was 
serious^  wounded  while  superintending  a  fa- 
tigue party  at  the  dam,  and  me  serrices  of  Hiis 
meiitorious  ofScer  were  thereby  lost  to  his 
command  during  the  residue  of  the  campaign. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  number 
of  ofiScers  and  men  comprising  the  command,  on 
leaving  Chattanooga,  and  tlie  formation  of  oat- 
tiliona  and  brigades  temporally  made,  to  wit : 
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1 

1 

! 

1 

Jlwiinwfl  Arm9  Oorft. 
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900 
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flrtTviBMatlhiD , 
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788 

fbadUkAm^Ogrri, 

flmndlMtotkiii..^.. 

liiOor  Buknifl 

717 

IMiMwftOhtoToimtterBirtolry. 

IfvVBoAtch. 

8M 

Tmotielh  nUDoiB  BAtteij 

Captain  a  a  Oox 

Captain  X  Kemmltxor 

TUrtiellilinDOtotttterj'   

TkM  BOlary,  TwanUelli  A.C. 

GaptatnH  HaakiiM 

Otptaln  Harlbul ^ 

""899 

"^^ " 

68 

8888 

9077 

9877 

Deoemberll. 

My  command  was  iaoreaMd  on  aad  after  the 
Bxth  instant  by  the  assignment  of  recruits 
8iriving  from  tt»  rear,  ambunting  in  the  aggre- 
gite  to  two  thounnd  tinee  hundred  aad  twenty- 
8eveQ  enlisted  men,  whidi  were  properly  armed 
8&d  distributed  to  their  i6q>ectiTe  battalions 
sadfar^dea. 

The  Sixl|y-«ighth  Indiana  volunteers  (lieuten- 
sutCobnel  Espy,  commanding)  was  also  added. 
Thtm  reinforcements  brougnt  the  effective 
strvfffh  of  the  division  up  to  five  thousand 
tvo  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

This  day  orders  were  received,  directing  a 
nooanotssanoe  in  force  upon  the  enemy,  occu- 
pying our  old  line  of  works,  near  Raine's  nouse. 
Cotoel  J.  G.  Mitchefl,  oommanding  the  brigade 
ofdetschmentsfrom  the  Fourteenth  army  corps, 
wu  sssigned  to  that  duty.  He  moved  his  bri- 
gade on  the  Mvrfreesboro  turnpike,  for  about 
0De4ttlf  mile,  then  made  a  detour  to  the  right, 
vbere  he  formed  his  lines  behind  a  small  ridge, 
Hid  sent  his  sldrmishers  to  the  front,  drove  in 
te  ddrmishers  of  the  enemy,  advanced  upon 
ln8  WQ^s,  and  thoroughly  reconnoitered  bis 


posMott.    The  casnaltieB  of  Colonel  Mitchell's 
cofluiiand  were  trifling,  having  none  \d31ed  and  . 
but  three  or  foxa  sLightiy  wotmded. 

D«Miiterl9. 

The  commaad  was  put  in  Bha{>e  to  move  at 
mx  o'olook  A.  M.,  an  the  following  morning. 

DeganberU. 

In  obedieace  to  ordsis,  another  reconnois- 
sanpe  was  made  on  the  enemy's  line  aear  Raine's 
house.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  Colonel  A. 
G.  Malloy,  oommanding  brigade  of  detachments 
of  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  army  corps. 

Cok>neL  MaUoy,  with  twelve  hundred  m^i  of 
his  command,  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  line 
at  the  point  indicated.  Some  sharp  skirmishing 
ensaed,  but  the  objects  of  the  reconnoissanoe 
were  attained.  Colonel  Malloy's  casualties  were 
aa  fc^ws :  killed,  one ;  wounded,  six ;  missing, 
one ;  making  a  total  of  ei^t  (8)  enlisted  man. 

Deoomber  14. 
The  effective  force  of  the  division  was  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  as  shown 
by  the  following :  • 
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Firat  Brigade 

Second  Brigade 

xBira BrigMM •«...•......  ....••••... 

Second  Brigade  (Army  of  Tenneeaee). 
lOBoellADeots  Omi^ »•....... 

fctaL 


Owninm^lng  Oflloen. 


(Jblomi  Banfaoa, ', 
Colonel  jfltcheU... 

Colonel  Ifalloy.... 
Guptaln  Eaton.... 
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Orders  were  again  received  to  be  i^eady  to 
march  «t  tix  o*ilo^  am^  of ihe  nextdaj.  Ansm 
were  issued  to  ^  portion  of  troops  mat  were 
unarmed,  and  command  was  put  in  readiness  to 
comply  with  the  order.  In  the  nvraiiiB  wdera 
were  received  fi^m  Major-Qeneral  Steedman  to 
detail  oae  of  the  bif gttaes  to  report  for  duly  to 
Colonel  Mofgan,  commanding  colored  brigade, 
on  my  left.  Lieateiiant43olonsl  G.  H.  QrosTMiar 
|who  had  sueceeded  Lieatenant-Golonel  Banning 
m  command  of  tiie  bijgad6)was  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Colonel  Morgan.  This  order  detached 
Colonel  Gro8^enor*9  brigadie  from  my  immediate 
control  during  the  operations  befote  Kashrllle, 
and  it  did  not  again  r^oin  its  command  until  it 
reached  MivfreesborQ,  marohing  by  way  of 
Franklin,  Tennessee. 

rl6. 


According  to  directions  £rom  the  Major-Gtoor 
end  oommandii^,  fiie  division  moved  at  four 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  abaodoniag  its  line  of  defences, 
relieved  a  portion  of  the  troops  of  the  Fourth 
army  corps  (Brigadier-Qeneisal  Woed,  cotmand- 
ing)  and  Twealy-tiufd  ooros,  (lit^og-Qqeeral 
Schofield,  commanding),  aod  held  iieir  eslener 
line  of  works — ^picketing  also  the  front — ^from 
the  Aoldand  place  to  a  point  north  of  Fort  Keg- 
ky ,  and  eonittMdiiig  the  approaolMeto  Ihe  eify  by 
the  Granny  Whifte,  RankMn,  Neleaivilleaiid'Miv«- 
ireesboro  turnpikes.  Details  were  furnished  to 
support  the  batteries  of  artillery  in  the  line,  and 
to  garrison  FVirt  Bttrton  and  redodbt  CsiBino. 
The  biiga^o  of  Lievlenant-Coloiiel  €h^Mvenor 
(temporarily  reportuic  to  Cokmel  Momua)  was 
engaged  during  liie  dapr  in  fbe  SBsaufi  on  the 
enemy's  works  near  Rained  house,  and  was  .tlie 
only  portion  <3i  the  division  in  the  ^ht  It  suf- 
fered oonslderably  m  killed  and  wounded,  and 
befaifved  eredtMly.  The  Twen^ftmrth  fndi- 
ans  bsttery  (OB^ptain  Stone),  in  position  on  Hie 
rigM  of  the  line,  neaf  Ihe  Ackfand  pkoe,  wae 
ordered  by  me,  near  ni^brtftU,  to  fire  upon  a  re- 
treailing  line  of  rebels  which  eame  in  sight,  paee^ 
ing  parallel  to  my  right  from  left  of  the  Fourth 
coi^s.     The  fire  was  opened  with  Mpd  efleot 

S though  at  long  range),  and  the  rebel  line  was 
lispersed  in  great  confusion. 

Captain  Stume  and  his  cheers  and  artillerists 
deserve   great  credit  for  the  precision  with 


wWcfe  "fliey  worked  their  gdns,  and  the  good^^ 
suits  tint  followed. 

If. 


The  command  remained  in  position  as  of  yes- 
The  brigade  coamaMed  by  Ueutezumi- 


Colonel  Grosvenor  was  engaged  on  the  left  dur- 
ing ihe  daf ,  and  contributed  its  share  in  the  woc^ 
achieved  Jby  Major-General  Steedman  in  thai 
<|iiarter»  'Che  assault  made  upon  the  enemy'^ 
hues  and  works  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day  wai 
under  the  immediate  sight  and  direction  of  tajd 
General  Steedman,  and  the  brigade  will,  withou 
doubt,  receive  due  credit  from  him.  All  ao 
coimts  Ihat  reach  me  speak  well  of  the  condiu^ 
of  the  troops  in  this  action.  During  tiie  aft^ 
noon  Colonel  Mttchdl's  brigade  was  moved  rap 
idly  ouffirom  tiie  works  and  occupied  tiie  hiU 
beyond  Raine*8  house,  in  coupHanoe  with  ord^ 
pushing  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to  Ridlerl 
hill  beyond.  The  brigade  hdd  this  poeitio 
firmly  and  in  shape  to  repel  any  attack  on  tb 
part  of  tbe  eneny's  eavatry  to  torn  the  left  i 
the  general  line,  and  protected  all  approach< 
from  the  east,  during  the  residue  of  the  tin 
HifeoeoiniMMl  «t  ^kAvmb. 


19* 

Beeeived  ordetf  to  viardh  to  Murfreeeboro^ 
moved  the  eosBiud  at  six  aad  a  half  a.  i 
Issiipi  hMadi  those  sick  and  unsUe  to  marti 
in  all  say  five  hundred.  Reached  Lawrsace  i 
tssR  bAm,  and  enoaaped  atttlghtfalL 

Tuesday,  Deoamber  2d 
Marched  to  Murfreeeboro,  and  enQam{>ed. 

Wednasdaj,  December  21 
Shipped  the  command  on  cars,  without  ratioi 
and  started  on  the  morning  of  twenty-eecoi 
lor  Stovenson.    Remained  on  can  four  days. 

Sondaj,  December  2S 

Reached  Limestone  Creek,  eight  miles  beyo| 
Huntsville,  and  bivouacked.  * 

lIOBday,  Deoamber  d 

Marched  to  bavou  near  mou^  of  Lunest^ 

Cree^  say  ten  [10)  miles,  and  bivouacked.    Si 

back  by  train  tiiose  sick  and  unable  to  mai^ 

say  four  hundred  men. 


voQomsm. 


M 


JwaaOMj,  DeotDdMr  ST. 
Waded  bayou  at  four  a.  il,  and  marched  dowB 
OD  Dor&  side  of  Tennessee,  nearly  opposite  i2oa& 
of  Rint  river,  and  awaited  orders.  The  enemy 
sheOed  &«  transports  sent  to  convey  my  com- 
laaiid  over,  iMit  no  casnalties  resulted  therefrom. 
Signalled  General  Steedman  information  of  the 
enemy's  strength,  eta,  at  Decatur,  obtained  from 
Cokmel  PhMser  and  one  of  my  staff  officers. 
Crossed  the  riyer  and  lagoon  beyond,  and  halted 
toieceiTe  n^ions  from  the  transport  at  four 
r.]L,as  directed  by  Major-Gcnend  Steedmaik 
80QD  reoelTed  orders  from  him  to  move  un  to 
support  Colonel  Thompson's  division,  which  nad 
b^  advanced  towards  Decatur,  ana  had  been 
ei^aged  during  &e  afternoon  in  skirmishing 
with  &e  enemy.  The  command  was  brought 
up  as  nipidly  as  possible,  and  formed  in  line  on 
Cot<md  Thompson's  right  The  enemy  opened 
fire  with  two  pieces  S  artillery.  Some  of  the 
sliotB  feu  near  noy  line,  but  without  damjige. 
An  advance  was  ordered,  and  both  divisions 
moved  rapidly  on  the  town.  The  enemy  ran 
awiy  before  we  reached  it^  taking  his  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  our  troops  occunied  the 
place.  Marched  to  the  woodland  near  Decatur, 
and  encamped  for  the  night 

Wednesday,  Dooomber  28. 
Marched  at  five  p.  m.  on  Courtland  road  to 
tfoseley's  farm,  ea^  three  miles  west  of  Decatur, 
and  bivouacked. 

Tborsday,  DeoeiBb«r  SB. 

Marched  thirteen  and  a  half  miles  to  Slug's 
plaoQ,and  bivouacked. 

MdiU,ItoMDBboiaa 

Maccfaed  at  aeren  ▲.  il  to  Oourtlafid,  four 
nUas^aDd  eaomiped.  Rmained  at  OourtiMid 
five  days. 

W6«Madi7,  Juunry  4,  IMk 

LrftGonrtbAd  mt  two  p.  m.,  mirohed  back  to 
Soto's,  «id  bivovaoked. 

Marched  at  dawn  of  da^y ;  made  thirteen  and 
a  half  miles,  and  enoamped  a*  Moseley's.  Ren 
orian  were  reoMved  from  fifajor-Oeneval  8teed- 
mas,  advismg  cf  hit  depaorture  by  transpOTta 
with  the  artiBeiy,  and  toning  over  te»  eatlze 
ialmfry  comiBand  to  me. 

fMdaj,  Jittuiuy  S. 

Crossed  the  Tennessee  at  the  Decatur  pontoon, 
and  aoit  forward  one  division  to  Huntsville, 
which  arrived  about  dark ;  the  transportation 
doablin^  back  for  the  other.  It  was  des^ned 
to  remam  at  Huntsvflle  until  one  p»  m.  of  the 
Dext  day,  to  brinz  up  the  residue  of  the  com- 
nou^,  ind  to  awidt  transportation  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Pai^t  Rock  bridge,  which  had 
wen  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  At  an  interview 
Jift  Brigadier-General  Wood,  commanding 
Poordi  corps,  then  at  Huntsville,  he  requested 
IK  strongly  to  press  forward  a  brigade  to  Lar- 
kiittville,  apprehending  that  the  rebel  General 
Lvon  naight  be  in  the  vicinitr^.  Cobnel  Mitch- 
eu'a  brigade  was  sent  forthwith  (at  eleven  and 


a  half  p.  mX  with  instructions  to  get  over  P^nt 
Rock  Greek  in  some  manner,  and  reach  Lar- 
kinsville  by  march,  patrol  the  country  thoroughly, 
and  en^e  Lyon,  if  he  could  be  found.  Col- 
onel Mik£ell  used  every  possible  effort  to  carry 
out  his  instructions.  He  reached  I^ffkinsville 
on  the  morning  of  ihe  seventh,  and  made  an 
extensive  patrol  of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  reported  that  he  could  hear  nothiug  of 
I^yon. 

Salordv^,  Joiniuy  7. 

Oenaral  Wood  advised,  at  an  interview  during 
the  morning,  that  I  should  personalhr  go  to  Lsurk- 
insville  wil£  all  the  troops  for  which  transporta- 
tion could  be  had.  The  condition  of  the  troops, 
and  the  orders  of  General  Steedman,  etc.,  were 
explained  to  General  Wood.  In  the  emergency, 
however,  I  followed  his  advice.  There  could 
be  but  one  train  made  up  at  HuntsviUe.  On 
this  Colonel  Harrison's  brigade  was  loaded  at 
twelve  i^»  aud  the  train  run  to  Paint  Rock 
station.  Here  the  railway  managers  kept  the 
troops,  until,  say  two  ▲.  m^ wailing  on  westward 
bound  trainsj  and  for  repairs  of  me  .bridge.  A 
telegraphic  mstrumeut  was  put  in  operation^ 
and  communication  had  with  Brigadier-General 
Wood  and  Major-Gkneral  SteedmJEui.  Here  an 
order  from  GenenJ  Wood  reached  me  by  tele- 
graph, based  upon  instructions  from  the  D^art- 
ment  Commander, "  to  stop  the  return  of  liuor- 
General  Steedman's  tro<^s.'*  Tlie  telegraphic 
message  directed  ipe  to  disembark  the  forces 
that  are  on  the  cars  immediately,  scour  the 
country  thoroughly,  and  find  out,  if  possible, 
where  Lyon  is,  and  get  in  pursuit  of  mm.  He 
mutt  be  found,  and  either  captured  or  driven 
across  the  Tennessee  river.  General  Thomas' 
orders  on  this  subject  are  emphatio,aad  he 
says :  "  you  mist  not  go  on  your  way  until  this 
work  is  finished." 

Here  intelligenoe  was  received,  that  all  the 
troops  on  trains  following  me— Colonels  Thomp- 
son's, Morgan's,  and  Salmis  brigEdes — ^had  been 
stopped  and  unloaded  at  Brownsboro,  by  orders 
from  Brigadier-General  Wood ;  that  ^portion  of 
tJiese  were  ordered  to  New  Market  by  his  direc- 
tion, and  that  the  arrangements  for  8him)ing 
Colonel  Malloy's  troops  had  not  been  carrieioout 
The  men  were  out  of  rations  ;  the  weather  now 
cold,  rainy,  and  disagreeable,  and  the  roads  well 
nigh  impassable  for  infantry.  On  reaching  Lark-  • 
insviUe^  a  telegnOihic  message  was  sent  to  Col-- 
onel  Kriszanowski,  commanding  at  Stevenson, 
asking  a  supply  of  rations.  He  promptly  prom- 
ised mem.  Owing  to  delays  on  the  railway, 
however,  lliey  did  not  reach  the  troops  in  time. 
The  garrison  at  Larkinsville  consisted  of  com- 
pany M,  Eleventh  Indiana  cavahy  (Captain 
Given,  commanding),  numbering  probably  sixty 
men,  md  a  sort  of  amateur  gathering  of  mounted 
men,  who  styled  themselves  '*  Alabama  Scouts," 
under  Captain  Sparks,  say  thirty  or  forty  in  num- 
ber. At  seven  a.  x.  afl  the  cavalry  and  the  anom- 
alous scouts  were  sent  to  patrol  the  roads  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester  and  New  NashvUle, 
Robinson's  farm,  &c.,  with  inatructiQns  to  keep 
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a  strong  vidette  post  at  Colonel  Province's.  In" 
fantry  patrols  were  sent  out  to  watch  the  ap- 
proaches leading  through  the  coves,  in  the  di- 
rection of  Belkfonte,  Scottsboro,  and  Larkins- 
vifle.  The  hitelligence  which  reached  my  head- 
quarters flrom  ail  mese  parties  and  from  citizens 
during  l^e  day,  showed  that  no  enemy  was  in 
the  vicinity,  except  the  "  bushwhacking  gan^** 
of  Russel,  Hayes,  Mende,  and  Wilson,  which 
constanthr  invest  the  moimtains  in  the  vidmty. 
Lyon  could  not  be  heard  ot  At  two  filtv-five  p.  m. 
a  dispatch  was  received  fr6m  Colonel  Krfzzan- 
owski,  reciting  a  dispatch  from  Major-€teneral 
Milroy,  as  follows :  "  (General  Lyon  crossed  the 
mountain  last  night,  going  towards  Bellefonte. 
Has  five  hundred  men — many  of  them  dressed  in 
Federal  overcoats.  He  has  one  howitzer.  Col- 
onel Harrison's  brigade  was  immediately  loaded 
on  the  only  train  at  Laikinsville,  and  started,  be- 
fore four  P.M.,  to  Bellefonte,  with  instructions  to 
patrol  the  road  from  there  west  to  Scottsboro, 
and  place  a  battalion  at  Bellefonte  landing — en- 
gage Lyon^  possible,  and  pursue  him  at  all 
hazards.  He  was  directed  to  inform  the  officer 
commanding  at  Scottsboro  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived— to  direct  him  to  make  stalwart  resist- 
ance, and  to  reinfbrce  him,  if  he  heard  firing  at 
Scottsboro.  The  garrison  at  Scottsboro  consist- 
ed of  two  Keutenants  fwhose  names  have  been 
mislaid),  and  sav  fifty-iour  colored  soldiers  o^ 
the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  unorganized  United 
States  colored  volunteers— supposed  to  be  in  a 
substantial  earthwork  at  the  place.  At  about 
five  and  one-half  p.  m.  a  train  arrived  froiQ  the 
west— the  last  one  bringing  Colonel  Malloy's 
brigade.  This  was  immediately  sent  forward  to 
Scottsboro  by  rail,  at  say  eight  o'clock  p.  v.,  ad 
soon  as  the  road  was  clear — ^with  proper  Instruc- 
tions. Portly  after  Colonel  Malfov  left,  a  few 
single  discharges  of  artillery  were  heard  at  long 
intervals,  in,  what  citizens  said,  was  the  direc- 
tion of  Bellefonte.  It  seemed  possible  that  Har- 
rison had  fallen  in  with  Lvon,  or  that  the  gun- 
boats were  shelling  his  river  detachment 
However,  as  Colonel  Malloy  was  rapidlvnearinff 
Scottsboro,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased,  it  seemed 
to  demand  no  special  attention.  The  command- 
ing officer  at  Scottsboro  erred  in  leaving  the 
earthworks,  and  betaking  himself  and  command 
to  the  brick  depot  buiidijig.  He  made,  how- 
ever, from  the  latter  place  a  sturdy  resistance  to 
the  attack  of  the  skinnishers,  and  held  out  weU 
(as  the  enemy's  prisoners  admit),  and  forced 
Lyon  to  dismount  and  form  line  of  battle,  bring 
up  his  artillery  and  use  it,  thus  consuming  con- 
siderable time.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  two  sec- 
tions preceding  Colonel  MaUoy  dashed  past  the 
troops  on  the  trains,  firing  on  the  enemy,  confus- 
ing mm  and  stopping  his  attack  on  the  garrison. 
In  the  confusion  and  cessation  of  the  fire  the 
garrrison  escaped  and  came  to  Colonel  Malloy, 
who  was  unloading  and  forming  his  lines  at  the 
water  tank  in  the  edge  of  the  town.  A  rein- 
forcement from  Colonel  Harrison  at  Bellefonto 
arrived  at  this  time,  on  the  east  of  the  place,  and 
the  enemy  ran  away  rapidly.    Colonel  Malloy 


sent  back  one  of  his  sections,  with  one  of  the 
lieutenanfs  of  the  colored  troops,  to  report- 
reaching  headquarters  about  midnigjht  This 
lieutenant  was  badly  ttampedecL  His  fltete- 
ments  were  miserably  incongruous,  childiBh  and 
improbable;  a  complete  phvsical  terror  seemed 
to  possess  him,  and  nofting  he  stated  could  be 
relied  on.  Colonel  tfitcbdl's  brigade  was  inh 
mediately  ordered  from  Larkinsvme  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  river,  to  try  and  intercept  I^on 
at  Perry%  house — the  junction  of  the  LaniBS 
Ferry  and  Gunter*s.  Landing  roads.  Colonel  Mtt- 
cheil  moved  at  about  two  a.  ic.  Colonel  lliompsoii 
arriving  from  west  with  his  brigade,  was  sent 
forward  to  join  Colonel  Mafloy,  and  press  on  in 
pursuit  Colonel  Salm's  brigade— arriving  in 
the  night — ^was  rationed,  and  soon  after  day  left 
to  follow  up  Colonel  Mitehell,  by  a  line  more  to 
the  ridi  t  At  daylight  the  troops  were  disposed 
as  follows: 

Colonel  Malloy  and  Colonel  -Thompson  in  di- 
rect pursuit  of  Lyon  and  dose  on  him ;  Colonel 
Harrison  to  his  left  pressing  down  the  river  and 
feeling  into  Bellefonto,  Sublets s,  McGuin's  and 
Lurldn*^  Landings,  and  preventiou^  retreat  up  the 
river ;  Colonels  Mitehell  and  SaJm  trying  to 
cut  him  off  Ijy  shorter  lines  to  the  river,  at 
Roman's  and  Law*s  Landings,  and  to  strike  the 
Gunter's  Landing  road  below  h^.  Colonel  Mitdi- 
ell  pushed  his  column  rapidly  forward.  So<hi 
after  dawn  of  day,  he  came  upon  a  detachment 
of  the  enemy  attempting  to  bum  the  bridge 
across  Santa  Creek,  while  the  main  portion  of 
his  forces  had  swam  the  creek,  some  taree  miles 
below,  and  were  passing  the  junction  of  the 
roads  at  Perry's,  say  tour  miles  down  the  Gra- 
ter's Landing  road.  Colonel  Mitchell  drove  off  the 
enemy,  extinguished  the  fire  oo  the  bridge,  and 
pushed  on  after  him.  He  was  only  about  an  boot 
behind  him  at  Perry's  Cross  Roads.  Colonel 
Afolloy  was  oompelled  to  deky  fate  ptursuit  at 
the  creek  below  for  some  three  kom,  to  con- 
stmot »  oroflsii^  for  hte  men.  Hie  streams  were 
ail  flooded,  ^  mud  deep,  the  rain  pouring  down, 
wd  the  men  (ezoept  Coloafsk  Mitehell's  and 
Salm's  conmandfl)  without  rations.  I  accom- 
panied Colonel  Mitoh^'s  columns ;  Cdon^  Mi^ 
loy  joined  this  during  the  afternoon.  Porroit 
was  made  vigorously  till  near  night&ll,  when 
the  troops  were  so  ei^usted,  that  they  were 
bivoua(^ed  as  an  act  of  humanity.  I  rode  baok  to 
Larkinsville,  and  during  evening  informed  Brie- 
adier-Qeneral  Wood  and  Major-General  Steed- 
man,  by  telegraph,  of  the  condition  of  afibira, 
and  tried  to  get  at  Colonel  Mornn's  command, 
to  send  it  from  Woodville,  to  strike  the  Tennes- 
see, at  mouth  of  Paint  Rock.  It  was  impossible 
to  reaoh  Colonel  Morgan,  the  telegraphic  station 
having  been  remov^M  from  Brownsboro.  He 
came  up  during  the  night  with  his  own  regi- 
ment, and  Colonel  Shtfter.  Colonel  Morgan 
was  unloaded  at  Larkinsv^le  to  get  rations  and 
rest,  and  Colonel  Shafter  sent  on  to  Scottsbore 
to  protect  that  place  from  guerillas,  who  were 
reported  to  have  been  firing  at  the  small  guard 
there  during  the  afternoon.    Efforte  were  again 
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mide  to  have  ntk>D0  al  Ovnter's  landing  by 
tnnqwrt,  and  a  message  was  received  from 
Ibjor-Gmienil  Steedman,  aonoiincing  their  ahip- 


fteKtaif ,  JuMMiy  M. 
CokMMli  IfitolMfl,  M aflqj,  Salin  and  Thompson 
wfsn  in  motion  at  4:30  ▲.  m.,  continainff  the 
paraoit  I  reached  the  oolnmn  of  Colonel  Mit- 
cbdl  toon  after  dawn  of  day.  Colonel  Thomp- 
aon's  OQomiand  was  thrown  off  to  the  left  to 
Lawe*8  Landing.  Abont  eight  miles  frem  Gnn- 
tenriUe  the  hnd  of  Ccdonel  Mitchell's  c<dnmn 
gtnick  onite  a  force  of  the  enemy^-probably  a 
kudred  were  in  sight  Two  liattalions  were 
tiirown  into  line,  ud,  with  the  small  cavalry 
force  idiich  was  taken  from  Larkinsville,  was 
poshed  for  tfiem.  They  broke  to  small  sqnads 
and  ran  away  to  the  hills  and  woods  on  each 
ode,  and  down  the  road  in  great  confusion. 
But  few  shots  were  fired.  The  gnn-boats  on 
the  riyer  were  at  this  time  ahelline  the  woods 
on  the  north  side,  near  Gnnter's  Landing,  and 
below.  The  enemy  conld  be  seen  numin|^  abont 
ID  insD  detachments,  in  ahnost  eveir  duection 
lod  wi&ont  any  ord^,  bnt  beimr  weU  mounted, 
bpt  beyond  mndcet  range.  The  column  was 
pceswd  steadfly  towards  Gnnter's  Landing,  with 
petrel  pvties  in  every  direction  on  the  flanks, 
aad  the  enemy  efaaeed  in  towards  the  river. 
Tb^  tfl,  however,  that  were  on  the  left  of  the 
roed,  crossed  it  in  advance  of  the  columns,  and, 
▼ifli  those  on  the  right,  left  rapidly  by  the  roads 
roDoing  down  the  river.  Some  were  driven 
iole  tiie  river  bank,  but,  being  mounted,  could 
•win  the  lagoons  in  tiie  bottom  that  oould  not 
be  wtded  by  infamtry.  Here  they  encountered 
tbe  gun-boats ;  a  few  abandoned  their  horses, 
and  they  were  captured  by  the  boats.  Ctoeral 
Ljoa  had  reached  Qayvule,  opposite  Guntmr's 
Unding,  the  evening  before,  with  the  ereater 
portion  of  his  oonmand  and  the  piece  of  artil- 
ncy.  CitiMis  reported  that  he  had  abandoned 
hie  ooaunaMl  daring  the  night,  and  had  crossed 
tbe  rirer  by  a  scow,  with  t£e  piece  of  artillery 
aedaportion  of  his  staff.  It  is  probable  that 
tboQt  two  hundred  of  his  command  crossed  dur- 
mg  Oe  nig^  at  Lawe's  Landing,  and  atanoint 
abovt  one  and  a  half  mfles  above  ClaysviUe,  in 
caaeesand  by  swmuning  their  horses.  The  rest 
of  Us  eommaad  at  ClaysviUe  was  collected  at 
tbe  head  of  flie  idand  above,  on  the  devenib, 
atleaptiag  to  cross,  and  was  alarmed  by  the 
coMig  down  of  a  gun-boat,  and  diq>ersea.  A 
portion  of  tfie  command,  und^r  Cdonel  Cheno- 
ve^]elt(9ayvville  about  twelve  m.,  in  direction 
of  Deposii  My  advance  reached  Caaysville  at 
tvoF.x.  Cokm^  Safan  Mvin^  his  men  who 
woe  barefooted,  was  sent  on  munediately  to- 
wds  Denosit,  witii  instructions  to  make  that 
ywt,qr  die  creek,  and  beyond,  if  possible  by 
«9vt.  He  marched  his  command  vigorously, 
puii^flie  enemy  retreating  as  sqiuds,  ana 
Biking  the  PoiniB  ordered.  The  ambulance, 
]>iRonaad  artiOery  harness,  which  Genersl  Lyon 
hM  with  him,  were  captured,  as  weH  as  diose 
vottded  at  Scotlsboro,  vias.:  one  captain  and 


three  (8)  soldiers.  Patrol  parties  were  sent  firom 
Colonels  Mitchell's,  MaBo/s  find  Thompson's 
commands,  to  scour  the  woods  along  the  riv^, 
and  to  watch  the  various  ferrying  places  in  the 
vicinity.  Lieutenant-Colonel  irBrien's  battalion 
of  the  Fourteenth  corps  detachment  was  placed 
opposite  Gnnter's  Landing.  The  few  catue  and 
sheep  the  country  afforded  were  collected  by 
the  commissary,  and  distributed  to  the  com- 
mand. The  gun-boats  on  the  river  had  no  co- 
oporaMon  wiu  me.  I  was  able  to  get  on  board 
but  one  of  them,  the  ^'U.  8.  Grant,"  I  think. 
The  commanding  ofiSoer  was  informed  of  the 
nature  of  my  dinpositions,  and  aU  the  intelligence 
that  had  been  obtained.  By  some  mistake,  one 
of  the  g^-boats,  as  Colonel  Thompson  reported, 
threw  some  shells  into  his  camp  at  Law's  Land- 
inff ,  fortunately  without  hurting  anybody.  The 
rebels  were  much  alarmed  by  the  shells  of  the 
grun-boats,  but  there  were  no  casualties  from 
tnem  that  oould  )>e  heard  of.  Being  satisfied 
that  none  of  the  rebel  squads  had  gone  up  the 
river,  Colonel  Harrison  was  ordered  to  mardi 
to  the  railway  at  the  nearest  point,  and  load 
his  conunand  for  Chattanooga. 


',  JaaoirTU. 

No  rations  arrivjpg  bv  river.  Colonel  Malloy's 
and  Colonel  Thompson  s  commands  were  or- 
dered back  to  the  railway  at  Larkinsvflle  by 
different  routes,  with  instruotions  to  subsist  on 
the  country.  Colonel  Mitchell  remained  at  Clays- 
viUe, patrolling  tbe  country  in  the  vicinity. 
Colons!  Sahn  pushed  his  march  towards  moun 
of  Flint  Rock  Creek.  On  arriving  at  Honey 
Comb  Creek,  it  was  found  to  be  impassable. 
The  few  mounted  men  of  the  Seventh  Indiana 
with  the  oomaand,  swam  the  creek  and  patrolled . 
the  country  to  F^t  Rode  during  the  day.  It 
was  impossible,  however,  te  catch  the  sbmII 
parties  of  rebels,  to  be  seen  wi^out  a  cavalry 
force.  Tha  high  waters,  and  impossibOity  of 
procuring  Vations,  rendered  it  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ta  push  forward  infantry  f^arther.  Tbe  pur- 
suit was  abandoned,  therefore,  towards  niffhl- 
fiaU— confirming  the  experience  of  all  time,  uiat 
troops  of  the  line  cannot  **  nm  down  "  cavalry. 

Hhnnday,  January  IS. 
Orders  were  issued  to  Colonel  Sdm,  to  march 
to  the  railway  at  Woodville.  by  Honey  Comb 
Talley,  and  to  Colonel  Mitoheu  to  make  the 
same  point  by  the  mountain  road  from  di^^ 
ville.  They  reached  Woodville  at  dark,  ob- 
tained rations  sent  there  for  them,  and  were 
shipped  in  the  night  to  their  former  camps  at 
Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga.  One  captain 
(Murray)  and  two  soldiers  were  oaptureo,  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  heretofore,  making 
a  total  of  two  captains  and  five  soldiers. 

•     Friday,  Jainiaiy  IS. 

The  residue  of  the  troops  along  the  railway 
were  rationed,  provided  with  transportation, 
and  returned  to  the  places  indicated  in  Msyor- 
General  8teedman's  orders. 

The  total  oasualtiee  of  the  division  in  batHe 
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OS  the  enlirQ  campaign  oaanot  be  givan  vilii 
exact  acciirac7,  as  to  names  and  regiments,  at 
this  time.  It  was  impossible  to  pr^>axe  correct 
lists  of  the  recruits  received  dnnng  the  last  few 
dajs  at  Kashyille,  befoce  starting  npon  the 
marchf  and  in  some  instances,  in  the  haate  of 


aaming  and  eqiii|i|»ing  the  maiL  this  impariaiit 
maUei  was  improperly  neglected.  It  is  prohdfls 
that  a  number  of  worthy  men  have  ttQen  is 
battle  and  by  disease,  of  whom  there  it  so 
rettonii  The  foliowing  statement  is  made  up 
from  the  reporti  of  fiomwan ding  offipaBSy  to  ndt ; 
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Among  the  officers  killed,  was  Captain  R 
GroeyeDMr,  SSii^iteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  and 
First  Lieutenant  Samuel  W.  Thomas^  Eig^i»enth 
Ohio  volunteers.  They  &l(  gaUantiy  l^ing 
their  commands,  on  th6  fifteeiSh  of  December, 
in  the  assault  upon  the  enemy's  wwks.  1!hej 
hMf  high  character  in  Ike  service  for  manly 
and  soldierly  qualities.  A  lieutenant  of  the 
Second  battalion,  Fotrteendi  corps,  was  also 
killed,  whose  name  and  rsgiment  has  not  vet 
been  obtained.  Among  the  officers  wounaed 
were  Captains  Benediet,  Eighteenth  Ohio  vol- 
unteers ;  Henderson,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
'first  Ohio  volnnteors;  Brown,  Twenty-seventh 
Ohio  voknteees,  aad  J.  B.  Emery,  EigfateenAh 
Ohio  volunteers. 

The  nmnber  of  mmi  wlw  were  left  at  Nash- 
ville, by  direction  oi  tiie  surgeons,  and  from 
vwrious  points  sent  to  hospitals  in  rear,  was 
Ittge,  owing  to  the  material  of  the  coiraHmd — 
reached  ^even  hundred  during  the  oampaign. 
ThDse  left  at  NashrviUe  were  reporied  at  five 
hundred.  The  number  sent  back  by  trains 
from  Limestone  Creek  reached  four  hundred, 
and  those  from  Decatur,  by  transports,  say  two 
himdred.  Several  officers  were  sent  back  also, 
from  these  points  (snd  among  them  some  of  the 
beet  ofSoers  in  the  command),  suffering  from 
dieeaae  and  former  wounds.  In  addition  to 
Dieee,  a  lew  men  were  left  tmon  the  march,  at 
houses,  si(^,  and  unable  to  be  moved.  These 
men  were  as  well  cared  for  as  possible,  and 
meQSm*e8  have  since  been  taken  to  bring  them 
up.  The  number  of  deaths  from  disease  among 
the  men  since  leaving  Chattanooga  is  reported 
at  eleven  (II).  « 

In  closing  this  sketch  of  the  late  campaign, 
it  is  duo  to  the  officers  and  troops  of  mv  com- 
mand, to  bear  unequivocal  testimony  to  the 
patience.,  cheerfulness  and  pluck  witii  which 
they  endured  the  fisttigues  of  /orii^-9ix  days*  eon- 


tiwued  fM  iervioe  tf»  mid^mnAer,  The  com- 
mand was  hastily  l^own  together.  It  ooo- 
sisted  of  detachments  from  more  than  two  han- 
dred  r^^ents.  It  was  rapidlv  armed|  and 
from  its  very  composition  oomd  be  but  ilhr  pro- 
vided with  the  ordinary  appliances  whion  ten^ 
der  field  service  endurable.  About  one-fovrth 
of  the  commas  consisted  of  soldiers  recency 
from  hospitaL  scarcdy  convalesoant ;  aiiotjwr 
fourth,  of  soloiers  returned  from  A]rloii|^<«Dd 
the  remaining  half  of  raw  recruits  oi  every 
nationaliiy,  without  drill  or  experienoe  of  aoy 
kind,  but  earnest  and  worthy  men.  The  offloen, 
as  a  class,  were  good,  and  perhaps  siQ>erior  to 
the  average  of  the  ara^;  but  they  were  sepa* 
rated  from  their  regukr  oommands,  without 
tiieir  personal  baggage,  camp  fumitare,  ser- 
vants, change  of  doming,  sti^onecy,  etc.,  aod 
many  of  them  without  money ,  or  time  to  procure 
any  sy^ply  of  these  neoeesities.  The  command 
leu  without  ambulances  or  wagons.  llie 
medical  department  had  not  adequate  supplies. 
Measles,  small-pox,  and  camp  (usorders  wen 
constantly  appearing  among  the  new  men,  and 
of^n  at  pomts  beyond  the  reaeh  of  hosfutak 
The  weelher  was  bitterly  ooki  at  times,  and 
during  the  coldest  days  there  was  much  suffer- 
ing by  transportation  on  the  ruhroad.  In  spite 
of  aU  such  difficulties,  however,  the  division 
performed  its  share  of  militaiy  and  fiBktJgve  duty 
auring  the  campaign.  It  buUt  its  share  of  de- 
fences at  Nashvilto,  and  not  ody  held  thenu 
but  partidpated  to  some  extent  in  the  general 
assault  U  moved  by  rail  four  hundred  and 
fifty-one  miles^  and  marched  one  hundred  aod 
fifty-five  mi^,  wading  streams  and  laboring 
through  mud  and  rain.  It  was,  from  seoessi^, 
out  of  rations  sometimes  for  days.  l%ese  su- 
feringsare  ineidentto  a  soldier's  lUe;  but  tiby 
are  much  lessened  by  experience  and  thoroilgh 
organisation,  neither  of  wnich  this  division  had. 


U  m  simple  jostioe  to  both  the  soldien  «od 
ofiiMra  of  this  provisioBal  diyision)  that  the 
MTTicae  they  have  rendered  should  be  thor- 
OQghl^  understood,  and  that  their  individual 
reputiktions  shall  not  suffer  in  their  commands, 
wkh  charges  of  idleness  or  "  shirking  "  during 
their  absence.  The  officers  necessarily  were 
compelled  to  become  responsible  for  arms, 
equipments,  OTdnance  stores,  clothing,  etc..  ana 
to  iKue  them  irreg^ularly.  in  the  exigency,  to 
meo  of  aU  regiments,  ana  manv  who  did  not 
koow  their  assignments.  A  liberal  course  of 
aettlemeot  should  be  adopted  by  the  supervising 
uthorities  of  the  various  departments,  wiu 
imrd  to  these  officers. 

Hereto  are  appended  the  reports  of  Colonels 
HtfrisoD,  Mitchell,  Malloy  and  Grosvenor,  com- 
nnnding  brigades  of  ^s  division :  also  that  of 
Goloiiel  Sakn,  covering  his  services  in  pursuit  of 
LjOQ,  marked  respectively  A,  B,  C,  D  and  £. 
Rep<vtB  from  the  other  brigade  commanders  of 
^  psrtti^en  by  their  brigades  in  the  '^  tramp  ** 
afier  I^^on,  have  not  been  as  yet  received. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  of  Colonels  Har- 
rison, Seventieth  Indiana  volunteers ;  Mitchell, 
Ooe  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Ohio  volunteer 
iidMrtiy,  and  Malloy,  Seventeenth  Wisconsin 
▼(tekteers,  who  commanded  each  one  of  Hie 
brigades  of  the  division,  that  throughout  the 
csapaisn,  they  performed  their  duties  and 
haadled  tiieir  oonmumds  in  a  creditable  and 
aoUisrly  manner.  They  are  brigade  command- 
ers of  much  experience  and  reputation  in  the 
anqr»  and  deserve  well  for  long  and  faithful  ser- 
nees,and  for  their  management  of  their  respec- 
tbe  commands  on  the  recent  campaign. 

CoUmel  Felix  Prince  Sahn  (commanding 
Sixt^-eighth  New  York),  who  served  with  me 
in  comimmd  of  a  temporary  brigade,  after  leav- 
iag  Decatur,  is  an  officer  of  eroerience  in 
Eirqiean  armies,  and  is  commended  for  the 
z<al,  energy,  and  eood  sense  whidi  he  brings 
to  the  service  of  the  Government 

Ueutenani^lonel  Banning,  One  Hundred  and 
Tveatv4irBt  Ohio,  and  Grosvener,  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Ohio,  each  commanded  for  a  short  while 
a  brigade  of  the  division.  They  are  good 
ofioerB,and  rendered  the  country  service  wliidi 
aboakl  be  remembered. 

(kioMii  Thompson,  Twelfth  United  States 
colored  infantry,  and  Morgan,  Fourteenth  United 
States  colored  in&ntry,  commanded  brigades  of 
cobred  soldiers  for  a  short  while  with  me. 
Their  troops  were  disciplined,  and  behaved 
Qoi£anDly  welL  These  officers  are  entitled  to 
the  coQsideration  of  the  €k)vemment  for  their 
persooal  efforts  in  the  late  campai^,  And  for 
the  good  results  followine  firom  their  labors  in 
weostration  of  the  problem  that  eolored  men 
ciB  be  made  soldiers. 

It  is  impossible  to  note  all  the  deserving 
oftsers  in  oommand  of  battalions  or  ^mpanies 
of  Ihe  division.  The  reports  of  the  brigade 
OQBmanders  oontain  general  and  special  notices 
of  these  officws,  and  the  attention  of  the  Major- 
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General  oommanding  is  direot^d  particularly  to 
them. 

The  dieeifnl  manner  in  which  Geq^tain  Given 
(Company  M,  Eleventh  Indiana  cavalry),  com- 
manding garrison  at  LarkinsviUe,  responded  to 
all  orders  from  my  headquarters,  and  the  valuih 
ble  service  which  his  command  rendered,  from 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, is  entitled  to  creditable  mention. 

My  staff  consisted  of  the  following  officers, 
viz. :  Captain  John  A.  Wright,  Assistant  Adjur 
tantrGeneral ;  Captain  G.  W.  Marshall,  Assistant 
Quartermaster ;  Captain  A.  C.  Ford  (Thirty-first 
Indiana),  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence ; 
Captain  A.  Yallimder  (One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio  vdunteer  m&ntry).  Acting  Assistant 
Lispector-C^neral ;  Captain  L.  S.  Windle  (One 
Hundred  and  Thirteentn  Ohio  volunteer  infantry). 
Ordnance  Officer ;  Surgeon  J.  D.  Cotton  (Ninety- 
second  Ohio  volunte^  infantry).  Medical  Di- 
rector ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Leonard  (Ninth 
Indiana  voluateers),  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 

Eadi  of  these  officers  merits  my  thanks  for 
the  satisfactory  nxanner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  duties,  and  thev  are  all  worthy  of  higher 
positions  than  thev  hold. 

With  my  re^ds  to  the  MajorGenerai  com- 
manding  district, 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Tours,  etc, 
QsLkBLK  Crutt, 
firlgadtor-^enena  United  SUtM  Vdontem 
S.  B.  Mob, 

Major  and  .Assistant  Ai\)titant-Oeneral. 
COLONEL  JOHNBOITS  RBPOSIl 

HiiDQiiAHnB  Fomnr-fouMH  UmnED  Btjom  Oouam>  iRPurnnr, ) 
N^AfiHvixxa,  TcrNcasBB,  December  4, 1801        / 

LnBUTBHAirr :  I  have  ^e  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  affidr  which  occurred 
on  the  second  and  third  instant,  at  Stockade  No. 
2,  on  Mill  Creek  (C.  and  N.  R.  R.),  between  the 
troops  temporarily  under  my  command,  and  the 
enemy  under  General  Forrest 

At  eight  A.  M.  the  tram  containing  the  Forty- 
fourth  United  States  colored  infantry,  and  Com- 
panies A  and  D  of  liie  Fourteenth  United  States 
coknred  in&ntry,  left  Murfreesboro,  and  arrived 
at  the  bridge  over  MiU  Creek  guarded  by  Block- 
house No.  2,  at  ahnost  eleven  a.  m.,  when 
suddenly  a  battery  opened  upon  the  train,  nearly 
all  of  which  was  upon  the  trestle  bridge.  The 
locomotive  and  first  car  were  struck,  and  several 
of  the  men  injured.  I  immediately  got  my 
command  off  the  train,  and  moved  it  up  to  the 
Stockade,  which  I  supposed  was  evacuated,  but 
OB  my  arrival  found  it  occupied  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio 
volunteers,  commanded  bv  Ueatenant  Harter; 
as  the  Blockhouse  was  full,  and  three  batteries 
were  shelling  us  terribly,  and  a  heavy  musketry 
fire  commenced  from  all  sides,  I  formed  my 
men  around  the  house,  and  then  pushed  a  por- 
tion up  a  hill  on  the  east  side  of  ue  fort,  wnioh 
eutix^  oommanded  it,  and  firom  where  the 
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heayiest  fire  was  kept  up.  Unable  to  carry  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  I  Kept  the  men  on  the  side 
of  it,  and  had  logs  and  stomps  of  trees  con- 
verted into  a  breastwork.  This  position  afforded 
them  much  shelter,  and  they  held  it  against 
seyeral  assaults  of  the  enem^.  The  batteries, 
which  continued  their  fire,  mjured  the  Block- 
house constantly.  They  had  to  change  position 
a  dozen  times,  being  silenced  by  our  musketry 
At  about  five  f.  m.,  the  enemy  managed  to  estab- 
lish a  battery  on  the  hill,  of  which  I  spoke 
aboTe,  and  it  was  this  battery  which  did  more 
harm  than  all  the  rest  It  knocked  tiie  look- 
out of  the  Stockade  to  pieces,  and  also  the  roof, 
which  caved  in  at  several  places.  The  shots 
fired  by  it  struck  the  bouse  every  time,  and 
a  number  penetrated  it;  one  shell  exploded 
inside,  killea  the  railroad  conductor,  who  had 
sought  shelter  in  the  house,  and  wounded  sev- 
eral of  the  garrison.  It  was  now  dark,  and  tiie 
artillery  fire  ceased,  but  musketry  was  still  kept 
up.  I  drew  the  command  back  to  the  Block- 
house, and  left  a  strong  skirmish  line  at  the 
position  which  we  had  occupied  during  ^e 
day. 

As  my  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted  (the 
men  who  came  off  the  train  only  had  forty 
rounds),  and  I  expected  an  assault,  I  stopped 
all  firing,  in  order  to  reserve  the  four  rounds  I 
had  left  per  man  for  the  last  effort  The  firing 
was  kept  up  until  three  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the 
third  instant,  but  not  answered  by  my  men. 
My  position  was  quite  desperate,  and  when  I 
took  into  consideration  that  my  stock  of  ammuni- 
tion was  almost  expended,  the  Stockade  so  much 


used  up  Hiat  a  few  shots  would  have  knodced 
it  down,  and  having  lost  one-third  of  the  meo, 
I  resolved  to  abandon  the  Stockade,  and  fight 
my  way  to  Nashville. 

I  knew  that  should  the  place  be  surrendered, 
or  taken  by  assault,  a  butchery  would  follow, 
and  I  also  knew  that  reinforcements  would  have 
been  sent  to  me,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  sead 
them.  I  therefore  left  the  Blockhouse  at  half 
past  three  p.  m.,  and,  contrary  to  mv  expecta- 
tions, got  through  the  rebel  lines  without  mnch 
trouble.  I  arrived  at  Nashville  at  about  day- 
light 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  to  state  that 
I  left  Surgeon  J.  T.  Strong,  For^y-fourth  U.R 
colored  inmntry,  and  Chaplain  Railsback,  Forty- 
fourth  U.  S.  colored  infantry,  in  the  Blockhoose, 
to  take  care  of  the  wounded  men. 

The  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  different  com- 
mands behaved  well  and  steadjr  during  the  en- 
tire fight,  and  especially  dunng  the  retreat 
Every  man  did  his  dutv,  ;iot  a  shot  was  fired, 
but  silently  they  marched,  determined  to  die 
ratlier  than  be  taken  prisoners. 

The  force  engaged  numbered  as  follows : 


Forty-fourth  XJ.  S.  colored  infantry . ...  227 
Companies  A  and  D,  Fourteenth  U.  S. 

colored  infantry 80 

Detachment  One  Hundred    and    Fif- 
teenth Ohio  volunteer  infantry 25 

Total 332 


The  Ijmes  care : 
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Tout. 


Vtetj-fborth U.  &  ainfluitry 

Oompuniea  A  and  D,  Fourteenth  U.  &  0.  Inflmtry. 

Detachment  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Voimiteer  bfhntry. 


Total. 


IS 


12 


6T 


US 


US 


I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Johnson, 

Goionel,  ooi 

Xieutenant  Jno.  E.  Clellan, 

A.  ▲.  A.  G.,  Colored  Brigade,  First  Separate  DlvlBlaB. 


GOLQCnX.  T.  J.  MORQAN'S  BEPOBT. 

OBAXCAirOOGA,  TDnfflSBBB,  \ 

January  18,  1886.     / 

S.  B.  MoBy  Assiskmt  AcfjutatU-Generalf  Distria 
EUfwah, 
BIajob  :  I  have  the  honer  to  submit  th^  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  forces 
under  my  command  in  the  recent  campaign : 


On  November  twenty-ninth,  1864,  by  order  of 
Major-Ckneral  Steedman,  I  assumed  command  of 
the  Fourteenth  United  States  colored  infantry, 
Lieutenant^olonel  Corbin ;  the  Sixteenth  United 
States  colored  infantry,  Colonel  William  B  Gaw, 
and  the  Forty-fourth  United  States  colored  in- 
&ntry,  Colonel  L.  Johnson,  at  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
nessee, and  proceeded  by  railroad  to  Cowan, 
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Teimesfiee,  and  thence  by  raOroad  to  Nafihyille, 
Tensessee,  reaching  there  witli  the  Sixteenth 
and  the  main  portion  of  the  Fourteenth  regi- 
mentd,  United  States  colored  infantry,  on  the  firat 
day  of  December,  1864. 

Colooel  L.  Johnson,  with  the  Forty-fourth 
United  States  colored  infrntry,  and  Captain  G. 
W.  Baker,  with  companies  A  and  D  of  the  Foor- 
teendi  United  States  colored  infantry,  occupied 
&e  rear  section  of  the  train,  which  was  trans- 
portii^  General  Steednuua's  command  to  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. 

Seyen  miles  north  of  Murfreesboro  a  train 
contttmng  artilleiy  and  horses  ran  off  the  track 
aud  stopped  the  progress  of  the  rear  train,  which 
for  soioe  reason,  unexplained,  was  taken  back  to 
Mnrfreesboro  wOh  ^xK)p8  on  board,  a  guard 
Uing  left  witii  the  wrecked  cars.  During  the 
nigjit  a  construction  train  ft-om  Nashville  re- 
moved Ike  wreck  and  brought  the  remaining 
can,  horses,  artillery,  and  guajrd  at  an  early  hour 
OD  the  second  ultmao  to  Nashville.  At  eight 
o'dod:  JL  iL,  second  ultimo.  Colonel  Johnson 
again  started  for  Nashville,  but  when  near  Mill 
Oed^  he  was  attacked  by  a  rebel  cavalry  com- 
iDaQd.imder  General  Forrest  The  fight  that 
ensaed  was  quite  creditable  to  the  forces  under 
Cclonel  Johnson.  Colonel  Johnson  and  Captain 
Baker  are  entitled  to  credit  for  the  skill  with 
vhich  they  fought  and  baffled  the  enemy  and 
brought  out  their  commands.  I  append  the  re- 
ports of  those  officers  concerning  this  afihir. 
Marktti  {A)  (6). 

DnriDg  the  second  ultimo  the  portion  of  the 
brigade  with  me,  conforming  to  the  movements 
of  General  Cnift,  occupied  the  extreme  left  of 
tke  first  line  of  battle,  formed  near  house  of 
S'^bert  Baine's,  and  constructed  in  its  front,  hast- 
Ot,  a  Kne  of  defence—a  breastwork  of  rails  and 
«arth  with  a  light  palisade  in  front. 

0&  the  third  this  line  was  abandoned  and  a 
new  Kne  established  nearer  the  dty,  where  the 
brigade-^creased  bv  the  return  of  Colonel 
^iJuffioo  and  Captain  &ker,  and  the  addition  of 
a  battalion  of  the  Eighteenth  United  States  ool- 
f«d  iofimtiy,  under  Major  L.  P.  Joy — took  po- 
afejfl  near  the  resid^ice  of  Major  WUliam  B. 
Lewis. 

On  December  fifth  and  seventh  reconnoissan- 
«»  were  made  by  the  brigade,  in  conjunction 
vitli  other  troops,  and  the  enemy  were  found  to 
occaoy  the  first  line  of  works,  built  bv  General 
^eedcian  near  Raine's  house.  Each  day  thejsn- 
^v  was  driven  from  the  left  of  these  works  with 
^lots  tons. 

Oil  the  fifth,  one  lieutenant  and  seven  enlist- 
ed men  of  the  .enemy  were  captured  by  this 
Wigade.  A  citizen  living  near  the  Murfreesboro 
^t,  was  killed  by  a  member  of  B  company, 
Siteenfli  United  States  colored  in&ntry.  The 
report  of  Colonel  Gaw  concerning  this  is  en- 
<*»ed.  Marked  (C).  The  conduct  of  officers 
nd  men  on  those  occasions — save  the  miscon- 
fcct  of  Gobnel  Gaw,  which  was  reported  at  the 
^^e— was ,  80  ftr  as  came  under  my  observation, 


sood.  The  coolness  of  the  enlisted  men  under 
fire  was  especiallv  gratifying  to  me. 

On  the  night  of  ue  fourteenth  of  December 
orders  were  received  to  move  at  daybreak,  to 
make  a  demonstration  upon  the  left,  to  occupy 
our  first  line  of  works  near  Raine's  house,  if  prac- 
ticable, and  ta  strongly  menace  the  enemy's 
right,  to  prevent  themovine  of  his  troops  to  re- 
sist the  advance  of  the  right  of  Federal  army, 
when  ^e  main  attack  was  to  be  made. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth.  Colonel 
Gaw,  by  an  unsoldierly  prooess,  succeeded  in 
getting  his  regiment  taken  from  the  First  bri- 
gade and  ordered  a  safer  place  in  the  rear.  An 
excellent  regiment.  Seventeenth  United  States 
colored  in&ntry,  under  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer.  Colonel  Shafter,  reported  to  me,  instead 
of  die  Sixteenth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grosvenor, 
commanding  brigade  of  white  troops,  reported 
to  me,  and  remained  with  me  during  the  two 
days'  l)attle.  I  enclose  Colonel  Grosvenor's 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  his  command.  A 
section  of  artillery  from  Captain  Osbom's  (Twen- 
tieth Indiana)  battery  likewise  was  put  under 
my  charge. 

In  company  with  my  Adjutant-General,  dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  I  visited 
ttie  picket-line  near  the  enemy's  work,  which  it 
was  designed  to  attack  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifteenth.  The  Murfreesboro  pike  at  this  point 
runs  a  little  east  of  south,  nearly  parallel  with 
N.  and  C,  R.  R  The  line  of  worts  was  built 
almost  at  right  anrles  with  these  roads. 

We  ascertained  nrom  the  pickets  that  the  rebels 
had  been  at  work  actively  during  the  after- 
noon with  the  spade,  and  that  their  line  of  fires 
extended  well  towards  the  south.  I  concluded 
that  a  curtain  had  been  built  to  protect  the  flank 
of  the  work,  and  that  a  line  of  rifle-pits  had 
been  made  on  the  eround  marked  by  the  fires, 
and  that  if  tiiese  rine-pits  could  be  carried  and 
a  column  pushed  well  to  Uie  rear,  the  works  near 
Raine's  house  would  become  untenable,  and  the 
ground  east  of  N.  and  C.  R.  R.  be  given  up  to 
us,  with  little  loss. 

AooordiuKly,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
when  the  log,  which  lay  like  a  winding-sheet 
over  the  two  armies,  began  to  disappear,  I 
moved  my  command  out  upon  the  Murfreesboro 
pike  and  disposed  it  as  follows :  the  Fourteenth 
colored  infantry  was  deployed  in  front  as  skir- 
mishers; the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-fourth 
colored  infantry  were  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
in  rear  of  Fourteenth,  and  given  in  diarge  of 
Colonel  Shafter,  of  the  Seventeenth.  The  sec- 
tion of  Captain  Oeborn,  Twentieth  Indiana  bat- 
tery, was  supported  by  the  battaUon  Eighteenth 
Umted  States  colored  infantry,  Major  L.  D.  Joy. 
Colonel  Gkosvenor  was  directed  to  send  one 
battalion  of  his  command  to  guard  the  left  flank, 
and  to  hold  the  remainder  of  the  command  in 
rear  of  Colonel  Shafter. 

The  artillery  then  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
and  the  lines  moved  forward.  The  Fourteenm 
advanced  until  they  drew  a  severe  fire,  when 
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Colonel  Shafter  was  ordered  to  carry  the  rifle- 
pits,  which  he  did  handsomely,  killing,  wound- 
ing, capturing,  or  driving  i^Kray  the  enemy  from 
his  front  He  pushed  forwara  until  he  reached 
the  N.  and  C.  K.  R.,  when  he  was  met  by  a  de- 
structive fire  at  short  range.  frt>m  a  battery 
planted  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  deep  cut  made 
by  railroad. 

Seeing  that  (Colonel  Shafter  had  carried  the 
line  in  his  front,  and  that  the  enemy  stfll  held 
their  position  on  his  right,  I  ordered  up  to  his 
support  the  reserve  of  Colonel  Grosvenor.  This 
command  carried  a  portion  of  the  line,  but  was 
quickly  compelled  to  retire  with  severe  loss,  by 
reason  of  musketry  fired  on  its  right  flanks 

What  I  had  thought  to  be  a  mere  curtain^  prov- 
ed to  be  a  rude  but  strong  lunette,  with  ditch  in 
front  and  heavy  head  logs  on  top  of  parapet, 
forming  a  very  safe  cover  for  Granberry's  bri- 
^Mle.  which  occupied  it  About  the  time  of  the 
repulse  of  Colonel  Grosvenor,  Colonel  Shafter 
was  compeUed  to  withdraw  his  line  from  the 
range  of  the  artillery. 

Tae  entire  command  was  then  withdrawn  by 
order  of  General  Steedman,  and  move^  to  the 
north  of  Raine's  house.  A  strong  skirmish  line 
connecting  on  the  right  at  therauroad  with  Col- 
onel Thompson's  command,  advanced  very  close 
to  the  enemy's  line.  Sharp-shooters  loopholed  a 
dweUing-house  and  outbuildings,  and  silenced 
the  enemy.    Thus  the  day  wore  away. 

The  General's  purpose,  as  communicated  to 
me  the  night  previous,  had  been  accomplished. 

The  enemy  had  been  deceived,  and  in  expec- 
tation of  a  real  advance  upon  the  right,  had  de- 
tained his  troops  there,  while  his  leu  was  being 
disastrously  driven  back. 

The  troops  under  my  command  have,  as  a 
whole,  behaved  well,  and  if  they  foiled  to  accom- 

rlish  aU  I  expected,  it  was  my  &ult,  not  theirs, 
was  deceived  as  to  the  character  of  the  work 
built  by  the  enemy  on  the  fourteenth.  Could  I 
have  known  the  exact  nature  of  the  work,  the 
troops  would  have  carried  it  by  a  direct  assault 
from  the  north  side,  with  perliaps  less  loss  than 
was  sustained. 

Durii^  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  enemy 
retired  from  our  front 

On  the  sixteenth  my  command,  by  order  of 
General  Steedman,  crossed  the  N.  and  C.  rail- 
road, the  NoleusvlUe  Pike  and  the  Tennessee  and 
AlabiuBa  railroad,  skirmishing  with  and  driving 
the  e^iemy. 

At  an  earhr  hour  m  the  afternoon  the  command 
joined  the  left  of  Colonel  Thompson,  and  con- 
fronted Overton  HilL  Colonel  Grosvenor  was 
ordered  to  join  the  left  of  Second  cdored  brig- 
ade and  conform  to  its  movements.  He  thus 
took  part  in  the  first  assault  upon  Overton  HiU. 

Coionel  Shafter,  with  Seventeenth,  was  in 
echelon  in  rear  of  Grosvenor.  Lieutenan^Col- 
onel  Corbin,  with  Fourteenth,  was  directed  to 
support  and  protect  the  artillery.  Colonel 
Johnson,  Forty-Jburth,  wa»  directed  to  fpmed  the 
left.  Captain  Osbom,  Twentieth  Indiana  bat- 
tery, and  Captain  AylAires,  Eighteenth  Ohio 


battery,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  and  aid  excellent  work. 

Subsequently  the  Fourteenth  United  States 
colored  inlkntiy  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  in 
front  of  the  artillery  and  directly  facing  the 
enemy's  works,  where  they  kept  and  received  a 
brisk  fire.  When  the  first  assault  upon  the  hill 
foiled,  tiie  assaulting  column  retired  in  disorder, 
passing  through  my  skirmish  line  without 
shading  it 

At  one  tiipe  I  thought,  and  so  reported,  that 
the  line  was  being  forced  back,  but  it  was  not 
true.  The  line  remained — did  its  work  amid  the 
confusion  that  followed  the  repulse.  When  the 
Sixty-eighth  Indiana  struck  this  line  they  asked 
what  regiment  (?) ;  being  answered  Fourteenth, 
they  cried :  "bully  for  you,  we'll  stay  with  you,* 
and  the^  did.  I  assisted  Colonel  lliompson  in 
re-forming  his  broken  lines.  When  the  finalhs- 
sault  was  being  made  upon  Overton  HiD,  the 
forces  under  me  moved  forward  and  joined  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  which  followed  as  for 
as  FVanklin,  Tennessee. 

Subseauently  the  First  colored  brigade,  as  part 
of  Second  provisional  division,  accompanied  the 
expedition  towards  Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  going 
as  for  as  Leirfiton,  Alabama.  On  its  return  it 
joined  General  Cruffs  forces  in  ^e  fruitless 
chase  after  General  Lyon's  rebel  cavalry.  The 
brigade  was  disbanded  January  twelve,  1865. 

Lionel  Shafter.  Seventeenth,  acquitted  himself 
well ;  is  cool  and  brave  and  a  good  disciplinarian. 

Lieutenan1>jColonel  Corbin,  Tourteebm  United 
States  colored  infantry,  does  not  possess  suf- 
ficient courage  to  command  brave  men. 

Oeiptain  B^er  in  reality  commanded  the  Four- 
teenth United  States  colored  infentry  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  and  acquitted 
himself  with  great  credit  He  is' brave,  cool, 
untiring,  and  deserves  promotion. 

lieutenan^Colonel  Grosvenor  ob^ed  every 
order  with  promptness,  and  is  a  ^od  soldier. 

To  each  member  of  my  staff,  Lieutenants  Clel- 
and  and  Hall,  Fortv-fourth  United  States  col- 
ored infantry:  Wadsworth  and  Dickman,  Six- 
teenth Unitea  States  colored  infantry,  and 
Wyrill,  Fourteentti  United  States  colored  infan- 
try, I  am  indebted  for  the  promptness  with 
wliich  they  carried  out  my  desires,  exposing 
themselves  cheerfully  to  necessary  danger. 

The  wounded  of  the  First  colored  brigade 
were  faithfully  cared  for  by  Surgeon  Clements, 
Seventeenth  United  States  colored  infantry ;  Snr^ 
ffeon  Stony,  Forty-fourth  United  States  colored 
infantry^  and  Assistantrflurgeon  Oleson,  Four- 
teenth United  States  colored  infontry. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  reports  from  bat^ 
talion  commanders,  and  no  lists  of  casualties. 
These  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received. 
I  am,  M^jor, 

V  ery  respectftdly 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  J.  Mobgak, 
CMoael  Foartawth  United  StfttM  colorwl  f&ftatrf. 

S.  B.  Moi, 
M^^  and  iMtetant  A4JvtMit.a«aflraL 
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GQLONIL  PAUOR'S  REPOBZ. 

BftADQCiKBi  Fenmatm  Vbostltaxu  (Axsnooir)  Qatilbt,  \ 
HusisviLU^  Janimry  10, 1866.     ^     j 

Mijor  S.  B.  Mbe.  Assistant  AcfhOantrOeneral, 

aeadquarkrs  District  cf  the  JStowah^  Chatta- 
nooga: 

11ajk>b  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  directed 
by  Major-General  Steedman,  the  operationB  of 
mj  oommand  since  the  twentieth  ultimo. 

On  the  evening  of  December  nineteenth,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  with  my  regiment  from 
Waohatchie,  near  Chattanooga,  where  I  was  en- 
camped, to  Jfoidgeport,  where  transports  would 
QTobably  meet  me,  to  take  my  conmiand  to 
Decatur. 

I  reached  Bridgeport  at  four  p.  m.  on  the 
twentieth,  but  found  no  transports ;  and  after 
te]egn4>hing  the  facts  to  (General  Steedman  at 
Murfreesboro,  was  directed  by  telegraph  on  the 
evening  of  the  twenty-second  to  march  imme- 
dkUilj  to  Huntsrille. 

I  accordingly  started  at  six  p.  m.  the  same  day, 
but  was  obliged  to  go  into  camp  six  miles  from 
Bridgeport,  on  the  bank  of  Widow's  Greek,  in 
ccmaequence  of  that  stream  being  past  fording, 
and  of  the  bridges  having  been  swept  away. 

1  marched  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  and 
by  tiking  a  circuitous  route  around  the  source 
of  Widow's  Greek,  succeeded  in  reaching  Steven- 
son with  my  wagons  early  in  the  utemoon. 
Bere  I  met  Major-General  Steedman,  who  had 
JQst  arrived  by  rail  from  Murfreesboro,  and 
received  from  him  verbal  instructions  to  leave 
n^  wigons  at  Gaperton's  feny,  to  be  shipped 
bj  tran^rts  to  Decatur,  and  to  march  as  rapidly 
as  possible  with  my  regiment  to  Hie  same 
pkce. 

This  march  occupied  four  days  and  a  half— 
the  rise  of  water  in  Grow  C^ek  smd  Paint  Rock 
rifer,  making  it  necessary  to  go  round  by  the 
head  of  Go<m  Creek  and  of  Hurricane  Fork  of 
Fnnt  Rock  river,  crossing  the  spur  of  the  Cum- 
berland mountain,  whieh  divides  these  streams 
at  their  source  on  this  route.  1  had  no  difficulty 
in  fording  the  water  courses,  and  found  sufficient 
fbiage  for  my  command. 

I  reached  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee 
riyer,  opposite  Decatur,  at  one  p.  m.  of  December 
twenty-eighth,  and  by  dark  had  finished  cross- 
iiig-*Uie  infantry  and  artillery  of  expedition, 
wmi  lieutenant^lonel  Prosser's  command  of 
csTalry,  haviag  nearly  finished  crossing  when  I 
arriyed  at  the  river  bank. 

I  at  once  received  orders  from  Major-General 
fi<eediian  to  take  command  of  Lieutenan1>€ol- 
onel  Proeser's  cavalry  (detachments  of  the 
Second  Tennessee,  and  Tenth,  Twelfth,  and 
Thirteenth  Indiana,  numbering  in  all  about  three 
hoodred  effective  men),  in  connection  with  my 
own  regiment,  and  to  advance  on  the  Gourtknd 
road. 

After  feeding  the  horses,  I  started  at  eight 
p.  v.,  and  on  reaching  a  hill  two  miles  from 
Decatur,  saw  camp-fires  of  the  enemy  on  an 
deration  about  two  miles  beyond.    Halting  the 


command,  I  took  a  battalion  of  one  hjindred  and 
thirty  men  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cav- 
alry, and  advanced  to  reconnoitre  i^e  enemy's 
strength  and  position. 

On  nearing  the  lights  their  pickets,  fired,  when 
I  ordered  mv  advance  guard  qf  thirty  men  to 
charge,  which  they  did  so  boldly,  that  the  enemy, 
who  proved  to  be  Colonel  Wine's  regiment  of 
Roddy's  command,  had  not  time  to  torm,  but 
fled  in  disorder  down  the  road,  followed  closely 
by  my  advance  guard  for  one  mile,  when  ^e 
enemy  attempted  to  make  a  stand  to  cover  his 
artillery 

Another  vigorous  charge  by  our  advance, 
however,  drove  him  from  his  suns  (two  six- 
pounders),  which  fell  into  our  hands,  with  all 
the  horses  standing  hitched  to  tiiem  in  the 
road. 

We  then  went  into  camp  (at  ten  p.  m.)  to  rest 
the  men  and  animals  for  tne  next  day's  work. 
Thus,  in  less  than  four  hours  after  landing  from 
the  boats  at  Decatur,  we  had  advanced  in  the 
night  six  miles  in  a  country,  and  against  an 
enemy,  of  which  we  were  almost  entirely  ignor- 
ant^ and  had  taken  possession  of  the  camp  and 
artillery  of  his  rear  guard. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  sent  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pressor,  with  his  command,  on  the  main 
Courtland  road,  while  I  advanced  with  the 
Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry  by  the  Brown's 
Ferry  and  Gourtiand  road,  both  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  the  flank  movement  of  any  mrce 
that  might  come  up  from  Bainbridge,  where 
Hood's  army  had  but  iust  crossed  the  Tennessee 
river,  and  also  to  enable  me  to  get  in  the  rear 
of  Roddy's  force,  if  practicable,  while  he  was 
being  attacked  by  Colonel  Pressor  in  front. 

Colonel  Prosser  first  encountered  the  enemy 
at  Hillsboro,  five  miles  from  our  camp,  and  after 
a  runninK  skirmisl^  of  five  miles  more,  met 
General  Roddy's  main  force  drawn  up  in  two 
lines  at  Pond  Spring.  Without  hesitation  he 
charged  it  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  broke 
both  lines  of  the  enemy,  routing  him  so  com- 
pletely that  he  hardly  attempted  to  make  another 
stand,  but  fled  ingloriously  through  Courtland, 
and  for  eight  miles  beyond  to  Town  GreeJc,  on 
the  banks  of  which  General  Roddy  succeeded^ 
in  re-forming  such  portion  of  his  command  as 
had  not  taken  advantage  of  their  two  successive 
defeats  to  go  home  and  spend  Christinas  .with 
their  families.  Colonel  Prosser's  attaok  was  so 
vigorous,  that  my  force  on  the  Brown's  Ferry 
road,  hskving  several  miles  the  longer  distanoe 
to  march  and  in  an  unknown  country,  did  not 
have  time  to  reach  the  flank  or  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

Forty-five  prisoners  were  captured  in  this 
affiiir,  including  three  commissioned  officers; 
the  enemy  also  lost  one  man  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Colonel  Prosser's  loss  was  one  man  wounded. 
It  i^peared  that  Patterson's  (so-called)  brigade, 
of  Roddy's  command,  having  crossed  at  Bain- 
bridffe,  had  come  up,  the  preceding  evening,  to 
Pond  Spring  to  reinforce  Roddy,  and  constituted. 
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with  the  balance  of  Wine's  r^imenti  the  force 
in  our  front  on  this  daj. 

Being  now  within  half  a  day's  march  of  Bain- 
bridge,  where  I  knew  the  whole  of  Forrest's 
cavalry  had  but  just  crossed  the  river,  it  was 
necessary  to  advance  wil^  more  caution.  We 
reached  Leiffhton,  however,  thirteen  miles  west 
.  of  Gourtlanof,  by  one  p.  m.  of  the  next  day. 

ftklay,  DeoemlMr  80. 

Having  skirmished  nearly  all  the  way  with 
flying  parties  of  Roddy's  cavalry,  who  attempt- 
ed to  aelay  us  by  burping  a  bridge  over  Town 
Greek,  on  the  Bainbridee  road,  and  by  some 
show  of  holding  the  ford  of  the  same  stream  on 
the  main  Tuscumbia  road,  most  of  the  latter 
force  drifted  in  squads  southward  towards  the 
mountains ;  the  remainder,  with  Greneral  Roddy, 
taking  the  roads  to  Tuscumbia  and  Florence. 

Towards  dark  a  new  force  appeared  in  our 
front,  on  the  Tuscumbia  road,  believed  to  be 
Armstrong's  brifade,  which  I  afterwards  learned 
definitely,  had  been  sent  back  by  Forrest  from 
Barlow  Station,  to  reinforce  Roddy  and  protect 
General  Hood's  trains. 

At  Leighton  I  learned  that  Hood  had  com- 
menced crossing  the  river  at  Bainbridge  on 
Sunday  morm'ng,  and  finished  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, marching  at  once  towards  Ck)rinth.  This 
railroad  had  never  been  in  operation  east  of 
pane  Greek,  three  miles  west  of  Tuscumbia.  I 
also  learned  that  the  pontoon  bridge  had  been 
taken  up  on  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday 
morning,  and  that  the  entire  pontoon  train,  of 
two  hundred  wagons,  had  passed  through 
Leighton  on  Thursday,  and  camped  at  Lagrange 
the  same  night,  and  that  it  was  bound  u>t  Gol- 
umbus,  Mississippi,  with  a  comparatively  small 
gpiard. 

Roddy's  (so-called)  division  of  cavalry  had 
apparently  been  relied  upon  to  prevent  any  ad- 
vance of  our  forces,  until  the  train  could  get  to 
a  safe  distance ;  but  his  men  had  become  so 
demoralized  b^  their  successive  defeats,  that 
we  could  afiford  to  disregard  him.  Having  com- 
municated with  Major-General  Steedman,  who 
left  me  free  to  make  the  expedition  or  not,  as  I 
^might  deem  best,  I  started  from  Leighton  before 
^daylight  on  Saturday  morning,  December  thiriv- 
first,  taking  a  traU  which  enabled  us  to  avoid 
Armstroi^'s  force  and  to  eet  in  the  rear  of  a 
portion  of  Roddy's  command  at  Lagrange,  where 
we  captured  Colonel  Jim  Warren,  of  the  Tenth 
Alabama  cavalry,  and  some  other  prisoners. 

About  one  p.  m.  we  passed  through  Russel- 
Tille,  where  we  encountered  another  portion  of 
Roddy's  force,  which  had  just  arrived  from 
Tuscumbia,  and  drove  it  out  on  the  Tuscumbia 
road,  while  we  kept  on  the  Cotton  Gin  or  Bull 
Mountain  road,  after  the  train. 

Some  attonpt  was  made  to  delay  us  by  burn- 
ing a  bridge  over  Cedar  Creek,  but  we  found  a 
ford,  and  caught  up  witii  the  rear  of  the  pon- 
toon train  at  dark,  ten  miles  beyond  Russel- 
▼ille. 

We  met  no  resistance,  and  our  advanced 


guaurd  rode  through  to  the  front  of  ihe  train, 
which  extended  for  five  miles,  and  consisted  of 
seventy-eight  pontoon-boats  and  about  two  huo- 
dred  wagons,  with  all  the.  necessary  accouire- 
mehts  and  material,  engineering  insbnuneots, 
etc. ;  all  the  mules  and  oxen,  except  what  the 
pontoniers  and  teamsters  were  able  to  cat 
loose  and  side  off,  were  standing  hitched  to  the 
wagons.  Three  boats  had  been  set  fire  to,  bat 
so  carelessly  that  no  damage  had  been  done. 

We  captured  a  few  prisoners,  and  went  into 
camp  at  about  the  centre  of  the  train,  fed  oar 
horses,  and  I  then  started  the  entire  command 
out  in  either  direction  to  burn  the  train,  which 
was  done  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  and 
occupied  till  three  ▲.  m.  I  should  have  been 
slsA  to  bring  the  pontoon  train,  which  wm 
built  at  Atlanta  last  winter,  and  was  an  exceed- 
ingly well-appointed  one,  back  to  our  Knes; 
but  the  condition  of  the  mules,  the  mountaiDooB 
character  of  the  coimtiy,  and  the  presence,  in 
our  rear,  of  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
estimated  at  three  times  our  own  strength,  pre- 
vented. 

I  had  also  learned  from  a  negro  servant  of 
Captain  Cobb,  of  the  Engineers,  who  commaDd- 
ed  the  train,  that  a  laige  supply  train  of  General 
Hood's,  bound  from  Strton  Station  to  Toscont- 
bia,  was  ahead. 

Early  next  morning  (Sunday]  I  pushed  on 
through  Nauvoo,  taking  the  Aberdeen  road, 
which  I  knew  would  fla&  the  train. 

I  led  a  detachment  from  near  Bexar  across  bj 
a  trail  to  head  the  train  on  the  Cotton  Gin  road, 
and  sent  another,  imder  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lam- 
bom,  to  follow  it,  and  by  ten  p.  x.  had  surprised 
it  in  camp  a  few  miles  over  the  State  line,  in 
Itawamba  county,  Mississippi.  It  consisted  of 
one  hundred  arid  ten  (11D>  wagons,  and  over 
five  hundred  mules.  We  oumed  the  wagons, 
shot  or  sabred  all  the  mules  we  could  not  lead 
off  or  use  to  mount  prisoners,  and  started  badt. 
In  one  of  tiie  wagons  was  Colonel  McCrosky,  of 
Hood's  infemtry,  who  had  been  badly  wounded 
at  Franklin.  I  left  a  tent  with  him,  some  stores, 
and  one  of  the  prisoners  to  take  care  of  him ; 
about  twenty  of  the  teamsters  were  colored 
United  Stateis  soldiers  of  the  garrison  captured 
by  Hood  at  Dalton — these  came  back  with  us. 

We  returned  ma  ToUgate  and  ike  old  Military 
and  Haddeburg  roads,  capturing  an  ambiilanoe, 
with  its  guard,  on  the  way,  to  withip  twenty- 
five  miles  south  of  Russelville,  when  I  fou^ 
that  Roddy's  force,  and  the  so-^ed  brigades 
of  Biffles  and  Russel  were  ah-eady  stationed  in 
our  front  at  Bear  Creek,  and  on  the  Biler  road 
towards  Moulton,  to  retard  us,  while  Armstrong 
was  reported  as  being  in  pursuit 

The  country  was  very  difficult  and  nigged, 
with  few  roads  or  trails,  and  scarcely  any  for- 
age ;  but  we  evaded,  by  a  night  march  of 
twenty-three  miles,  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
except  Colonel  Russel,  whom  we  attacked  un- 
expectedlv  on  the  Moulton  and  Tuscaloosa 
road,  twelve  miles  east  of  Thornhill.  On  Wed- 
nesday noon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prosser,  having 
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tte  adTance,  routed  him  so  speedity  and  com- 
jikMy  ^lat  he  did  not  delay  omr  march  twenty 
sdBiites,  and  this  only  to  pick  up  inrisoners  and 
Irani  hifl  five  wa^ns,  including  ms  headqnar- 
ler  wagons,  out  of  which  wegot  all  the  brigade 
ttd  o&er  oflScial  papers.  We  had  bnt  a  few 
Inmrs  preTionsly  captm>ed,  with  its  gnard  of 
"ttiree  men,  a  smsdl  nmil  bonnd  for  Tnscaloosa. 

About  ^ity  or  seventy-five  conscripts  from 
both  sides  of  tiie  Tennessee  river,  that  Rnssel 
was  hustling  off  to  Tnscaloosa,  were  released  by 
<mr  attack ;  also  eight  Indiana  soldiers,  captured 
ty  Bonel  near  Decatnr. 

We  tiien  continued  oar  march  unmolested;  by 
way  of  Moimt  Hope,  towards  Leighton;  but 
feming,  when  within  ten  miles  of  that  place, 
titat  all  our  koops  had  returned  to  Decatur,  we 
came  on^^by  easy  marches  to  the  same  post, 
leadiing  it  on  Friday  evenine,  sixth  instant 

The  whole  distance  marched,  from  the  time 
of  kavine  Decatnr,  nine  days  previously,  was 
two  hnncffed  and  sixty-five;  and  about  four 
kimdred  miles,  from  the  time  of  leaving  Chatta- 
nooea,  two  weeks  and  three  days  previous. 

mv  entire  command  numbered  less  than  six 
hoDored  (600)  men,  consisting  of  the  Fifteenth 
Fenniiylvauia  (Anderson)  cavalry,  commanded 
by  Iieutenant€olonel  (Carles  B.  Lambom,  and 
detachments  of  tiie  Second  Tennessee,  and 
TenA,  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Ii^diana  cavaliv, 
cemmanded  by  LieutenantrColonel  William  F. 
I^osser. 

To  tiiese  officers,  and  all  those  under  them, 
modi  credit  is  due  for  their  gallantry  and 
energy,  as  weU  as  to  all  their  men,  for  the  dash 
and  courage  with  which  thev  attacked  any 
enem^  ihzt  appeared,  and  for  the  patient  man- 
ner m  which  they  bore,  on  .the  most  scanty 
lations,  the  severe  fktig^e  of  this  expedition. 

I  d^ire  particularly  to  recommena  for  Jionor- 
aUe  mention  in  general  orders.  Sergeant  Arthur 
P.  Lyon,  of  Company  A,  of  the  Anderson 
cavalry,  for  reputed  acts  of  marked  bravery 
dnrii^  this  short  campaign — ^including  the  cap- 
tare  S[  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  fell  into 
his  hands  on  the  night  of  December  twenty- 
e^Jit,  six  miles  from  Decatur,  on  the  Gourtland 
road,  by  a  dariiig  charge  of  our  advanced  guard 
of  fifteen  men,  which  he  led  on  this  occasion. 

We  took  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  prison- 
ers «fter  leaving  Leighton,  including  two 
oo!oiKl8-{one  of  whom  was  left  in  consequence 
ofhis  wounds),  two  captains  and  six  lieutenants. 
ind  destroyed,  in  aD,  between  seven  hundred 
and  ISty  and  one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and 
ctttored  a  considerable  number  of  pistols. 

Our  entire  loss,  one  man  killed  and  two 
wounded — oil  (of  LieutenantOolonel  Prosser's 
eoamottd)  in  the  charge  on  RusseFs  force. 

The  whole  of  Forres  cavahry,  except  Arm- 
rtroi^s  br^ade,  was  at  Okalona,  Mississippi, 
witfdn  one  day's  march  of  us,  when  the  supply 
train  was  ci^tured.  He  had  been  sent  there  as 
aooo  as  he  crossed  at  Bainbridge  on  Tuesday 
ereDing,  to  repel  our  cavahy  from  Memphis, 


who  had  destroyed  the  railroad  for  twenty 
miles  near  and  above  Okalona. 

I  do  not  think  Oeneral  Hood  brought  across 
the  Tennessee  river,  at  Bainbridge,  more  than 
twelve  thousand  in&ntry  and  thirty-five  pieces 
of  artillery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully 
Tour  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  J.  Palmer, 

Oolonel,  commanding, 
a  B.  Moi, 
IbOor  and  Anistant  AcUatuii-OenAna. 

CAPTAIN  OSDORITS  BEPORI. 

Hbadquarubs  TwEfimH  Imdiaka  RimRT,  \ 
ICUBnuoBBORO,  TBnraaBK,  December  20, 1864.  j 

Mqjor  MoCf  Assiskmi  AcfjiiXoTU-Genercd^  Dis- 

irixi  Etowah: 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Indi- 
ana battery,  in  the  engagement  near  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  on  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  De- 
cember, 1864.  The  battery  was  engaged  from 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  the  fifteenth  instant, 
throughout  the  day,  both  sections  having  taken 
position  early  in  me  day,  within  five  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works,  the 
right  section  operating  with  Colonel  Morgan's 
n.  S.  colored  brigade  and  the  left  section  with 
Colonel  Thompson's  U.  S.  colored  brigade. 
The  right  section  changed  its  position  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  took  a  position  in  the  open 
field,  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  held  the  position  until  the  infantry, 
Colonel  Morgan's  and  Colonel  Grosvenor's  brig- 
ades, had  passed  to  the  rear  and  re-formed,  m 
the  mean  timekeeping  up  a  continual  fire, 
which  enabled  the  mfanWthe  more  success- 
fully to  be  withdrawn.  This  section  then  re- 
tired and  took  up  a  position  north-east  of  tiie 
Baine's  house,  inmiediately  behind  the  skirmish 
line  of  Colonel  Morgan's  brigade,  where  the  sec- 
tion remained,  keeping  up  a  continual  fire  until 
night  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth 
the  two  sections  of  the  battery  were  brought 
together,  and  moved,  with  Colonel  Morgan's 
brigade,  across  the  NolensViUe  pike,  to  a  posi- 
tion on  the  left  of  Colonel  Thompson's  brigade, 
which  was  then  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth  ccfrps, 
shelling  the  woods  as  the  column  advanced, 
where  the  batterv  participated  in  the  general 
engagement  which  then  took  place,  and  from 
this  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  kept 
a  constant  and  terribly  effective  fire  on  the  ene- 
my's artiUeiT  in  position  on  the  Overcon  HiD, 
during  the  charges  which  were  made  by  the  in- 
fantry. 

The  enemy's  artillery  being  silenced  and  cap- 
tured, and  our  infantry  having  possession  of  the 
work,  at  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.  I  moved  the 
battery  in  the  general  pursuit,  with  Colonel 
Morgan's  brigade. 

The  casualties  on  the  fifteenth  instant  were  as 
follows : 
I     Lieutenants  E.  D.  York,  severely  wounded,  left 
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ami  broken,  and  T.  H.  SteveiiBon,  slightly 
wounded,  muBket  shot ;  Sergeant  L  Y.  £lder, 
aeverely  wounded  in  left  aide,  musket  shot; 
Privates  Wm.  Campbell,  severely  wounded  in 
thiffb  ;  James  Stuard,  severely  wounded  by 
ishell  in  back ;  James  Evans,  seriously  wounded 
in  breast,  musket  shot ;  L  0.  Eversole,  sUghtiy 
wounded  by  shell;  T.  K  Stanley,  slightly 
wounded  by  shelL 

Five  horses  were  killed,  three  by  musketry, 
two  by  shell ;  nine  horses  were  wotmded,  two 
by  shell,  seven  by  mu^etry. 

The  following  ammunition  was  e^qpended : 


i 

i 

1 

t 

1 

Flm  day 

272 
100 

ITO 
280 

176 
890 

624 

Second  day 

MO 

482 

406 

466 

1204 

No  casualties  on  the  sixteenth  instant 
I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  eood  conduct 
of  officers  and  men  of  the  command  throughout 
the  engagement 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Veiy  respectfully 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Milton  A.  Osborn, 
GBptAfn  Twentieth  Indiana  Battery. 

8.  B.  Mob, 
liiOor,  and  ibnlatant  AtUotant-Oeneral,  oommandlng. 

<X)LONEL  a  k.  TBOupeosrs  bepqbt. 

HBAMHuiJRBB  Taoon  OK  N.  k  %.  W.  RAirjWiin,  ) 

KxsKififov  SpBnniB,  Tmumml  >- 

Tebniaryi4,  1866.  J 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  my  command 
during  the  past  campaign : 

On  the  seventh  day  of  December,  I  reported 
to  Maior-Oeneral  Steedman,  in  accordance  with 
verbal  orders  received  from  department  head- 
quarters, and  by  his  direoti(nis  placed  my  bri- 
gade in  line  near  the  city  graveyard,  the  right 
resting  on  College  street,  and  the  left  on  me 
right  of  Colonel  Harrison's  brigade,  where  we 
l£ew  up  two  lines  of  rifle-pits. 

On  the  eleventh  of  December  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  by  order  of  the  General  commanding,  to  see 
if  enemy  were  still  in  our  front  Two  hundred 
men,  under  command  of  Colonel  John  A.  Hotten- 
stein,  pressed  the  enemy's  picket  line,  and  re- 
serves to  their  main  line  of  works,  where  they 
were  found  to  be  in  force.  The  object  of  the 
reoonnoissance  having  been  accomplished,  we  re- 
tired to  our  position  in  line  by  the  oirectLon  of  the 
Major-C^neral  commanding.  This  was  the  first 
time  that  any  of  my  troops  had  skirmished  with 
an  enemy,  and  their  conduct  was  entirely  satis- 
factory. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  December,  by  order  of 
the  General  commanding,  I  reported  to  Colonel 


Malloy,  commanding  brigade,  prourisiona]  di- 
vision, Distrigt  of  the  Etowah,  to  make  a  reooB' 
noissance  on  the  east  side  of  the  N.  aad  OL 
railroad,  to  see  if  the  enemy  was  still  in  force' in 
that  vicinity.  The  Thirteenth  regiment,  United 
States  colored  infEintry,  was  demoyed  as  8ki^ 
mishera,  and  the  T  wdf  th  and  One  Hundredth  ng- 
iments.  United  States  colored  iuflBkntry,  were 
held  in  reserve  in  line.  We  advanced  from  the 
Murfreesboro  pike,  with  the  skirmishers  of  Col- 
onel Malloy's  brigade  connecting  with  my  kft^ 
and  drove  the  enemy's  picket  and  reserves  to 
their  main  line,  after  a  somewhat  stubborn  re- 
sistance on  ike  grounds  of  Mr.  Raines. 

The  enen^  were  there  in  full  farce,  and  sharp 
firing  was  kept  up  as  long  as  we  remained  there, 
whidi  was  until  nearly  dark. 

We  retired  to  our  position  in  line,  but  not 
without  loss.  Captain  Kobert  Headen,  of  Coid- 
pany  £,  Twelfth  United  States  colored  infantry, 
was  mortally  wounded,  while  on  the  ftlgirmiA 
line,  pushing  his  company  forward  under  t 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  earthworks ;  sev- 
eral men  were  also  killed  uid  wounded. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  December,  by  directioDS 
received  by  the  Major-General  commanding,  I 
moved  my  command  at  six  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  to  as- 
sault the  enemy's  works  between  the  railroad 
and  the  NolensviUe  *  pike.  So  that  the  move- 
ment might  be  made  more  rapidly^  I  moved  the 
two  regiments,  which  were  to  be  m  the  first  line 
(the  llLirteenth  and  One  Hundredth  United 
States  colored  infantrv),  under  cover  of  the  nSr 
road  bank,  and  placed  them  in  column  of  com- 
pany, side  by  side,  and  awaited  the  opening  of 
the  battle,  which  was  to  be  done  by  Colonel 
Morgan  on  the  left 

As  soon  as  his  guns  were  heard,  I  moved 
across  the  raihroad ;  the  reserve  renment  (tho 
Twelfth  United  States  colored  infantry)  passing  in 
the  rear  through  a  culvert,  and  wheeling  into  line, 
charged  and  took  the  works  in  our  front  The 
enemy  was  evidently  expecting  us  to  move  to 
the  left  of  the  railroad,  as  their  artillery  was 
moved  to  meet  us  there,  and  was  not  opened  on 
us  until  we  had  gained  the  works  and  were  com- 
paratively well  protected.  My  orders  being  to 
await  there  the  orders  of  the  General  command- 
ing, my  conmiand  was  kept  in  the  same  position 
during  the  day,  except  making  slight  changes  ia 
the  direction  of  the  Ime,  to  protect  the  men  from 
an  enfilading  fire.  Sharp  firing  was  kept  up  be- 
tween the  skirmishers,  and  considerable  artuleiy 
ammunition  expended. 

The  section  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  battery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  York,  who  was 
wounded,  and  afterwards  by  Lieutenant  Steven- 
son, did  exceUent  -executioB,  and  drove  the 
enemy's  battery  opposing  it  frt)m  the  position 
which  it  took  to  operate  against  us. 

During  the  night  we  strengthened  our  rifie 
pits,  and  threw  up  an  earthwork  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  artillery,  which  had  been  much  ex- 
posed during  the  d%y  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December 
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rittMn^  indloatiaiiB  that  the  enemr  Lad  left 
cm  front  being  apparent,  I  sent  mjekinniBhere 
fo[^;«rttd  and  fomia  the  rifle  pits  ocoopled  by  the 
eom^  aharpehooters  Yacant  Bj  direction  of 
Ike  Ckneial  commanding,  I  then  sent  the  skir- 
nhhiBg  line  to  the  bitt  sonth,  and  about  on^  mile 
from  the  one  we  had  taken  the  daj  previous. 
Riiding  no  enemy  there,  the  whole  command 
'WM  ordered  fofward. 

We  marched  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to- 
wtfds  tike  south  and  then  moved  in  a  westerly 
Erection,  my  1^  oomiecting  with  the  right  of 
Gdonel  Morgan'^  br^ade.  We  halted  on  the 
bin  east  of  the  T.  and  A.  raihroad  untatheGen* 
enl  conrniandiT^  could  comuranicate  with  Ihe 
rirtt  (if  the  army. 

When  this  was  done  I  was  ordered  to  move 
to  tiie  east  side  of  the  Franklin  pike  and  con- 
nect with  the  left  of  General  Wood's  (Fourth) 
eecps.  This  was  done  without  material  damage, 
though  the  enemy  <mened  on  us  from  two  bat- 
teries on  Overton  HilL  Immediately  upon  get- 
tteg  my  oomma&d  into  position,  1  reported  the 
fiMSt  to  General  Wood,  who  said  he  was  about 
ta  make  a  chaige,  and  desired  me  to  support 
in  left 

At  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  his  command 
started,  and  aft^  tiiey  had  proceeded  about 
forty  yards,  I  moved  the  left  regiment  The 
Tirdfth  United  States  colored  infantry  was  ob- 
figed  to  move  about  eighty  yards  in  column,  as 
tMre  was  a  dense  briar  micket  on  the  left, 
whidi  it  could  not  penetrate. 

Alter  passing  this  thicket  ft  was  my  intention 
to  halt  the  command,  until  I  could  see  what  was 
on  General  Wood's  left,  and  how  it  would  be 
best  to  charge  the  works.  The  deploying  of 
tiie  Twelfth  regiment  at  douUe  qmck  caused 
the  other  regiments  to  think  that  a  charge  had 
been  ordenS,  and  tiiey  immediately  started  at 
double  ouick.  Being  under  a  heavy  fire  at  the 
tme,  I  Uionght  it  would  cause  much  confusion 
to  rectify  this,  so  I  ordered  the  whole  line  to 
dbnge.  The  Hundredth  reeiment  was  some- 
whrt  broken  by  trees,  which  bad  been  fallen. 

Tlie  Twelfth  regiment  United  States  colored 
infaatrv,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Hundredth  regi- 
ment United  States  colored  infantry,  passed  to 
tibe  left  of  the  enemy^  works,  tiiey  making  a 
Aarp  ai^le  tiiere.  This  gave  the  enemy  an 
esffladii^  and  rear  fire  on  this  portion  of  the 
OQBBmand.  It  being  impossible  to  change  front 
under  Hie  withermg  foe,  and  there  being  no 
work  in  front  of  them,  I  gave  orders  for  that 
portion  of  the  command  to  move  by  the  left 
Ittik  to  the  riieher  of  a  small  hill  a  short  dis- 
tmce  off,  &ere  to  re-organise.  The  right  winff 
of  the  Hundredth  regiment  moved  forward  wi£ 
Ibe  left  of  the  Fomrm  corps,  and  was  repulsed 
vith  them. 

The  Thirteenth  United  States  colored  infisottry, 
irlddi  was  tiie  second  Une  of  my  command, 
nriied  forward  of  the  whole  line,  and  some  of 
me  men  mounted  tiie  parapet,  but  having  no 
npport  on  the  right,  were  forced  to  retire. 
These  troops  were  here,  for  the  first  time,  under 


such  a  fire  as  veterans  dread,  and  yet,  side  by 
side  with  ^e  veterans  of  Stone  River,  Mission- 
ary Ridge  and  Atlanta,  they  assaulted  probably 
the  strongest  work  on  ^  entire  Ime,  and 
though  not  successfbl  th^  vied  with  the  okl 
warriors  in  bravery,  tenacity,  and  deeds  of  noble 
daring. 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  was  over  twenty-five 
per  cent  of  the  number  engaged,  and  the  loss 
was  sustained  in  less  than  thirty  minutes. 

While  re-oiganising  my  command,  the  troops 
on  the  right  had  broken  the  enemy's  line,  which 
caused  them  to  retreat  from  Overton  Hill. 

The  enemv  on  Overton  Hill  was  considerably 
reinforced,  durii^  the  attack,  on  account  of  the* 
firmness  of  the  assault,  and  which  natoralty 
weakened  the  enemy's  left  and  made  it  easier 
for  our  troops  to  break  their  line  at  that  point 
Under  orders  from  the  General  commanding 
we  moved  down  the  Franklin  pike  and  bivou- 
aoked  on  the  left  of  the  army. 

December  seventeenth,  we  marched  to  the 
north  bank  of  the  Harpeth  river,  opposite 
Franklin,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

December  eighteenth,  marched  about  three 
miles  south  of  Franklin,  where  orders  reached 
us  to  return  to  Franklin,  and  from  there  to 
move  to  Murfreesboro.  We  arrived  in  Mur- 
fi^esboro  on  the  twentieth  of  December  at 
about  noon,  the  men  completely  worn  down, 
having  accomplished  by  far  the  hardest  march 
that  I  ever  experienced. 

The  rain  had  fallen  almost  constantly,  and 
every  brook  had  overflown  its  banks  and  as- 
sumed the  proportions  of  a  river.  The  mud 
was  ankle  deep,  and  when  we  arrived  at  Mur- 
freeaboro,  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  command 
were  in  need  of  shoes. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  December,  1864,  moved 
from  Murfreesboro  by  rail,  and  on  the  twenty- 
six&  of  December  disembarked  from  the  cars 
about  nine  miles  east  of  Decatur,  Alabama,  and 
moved  within  a  mile  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
near  the  mouth  of  Flint  river.  Was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Second  provisional  division, 
consisting  of  the  First  and  Second  colored  bri- 
gades and  reserve  brigade. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  in  accordance  with 
orders  from  the  General  commanding,  I  moved 
my  command  to  the  river,  and  embarked  ihem 
on  transports.  We  were  landed  on  the  opposite 
shore,  Mid  a  bridge  which  had  been  prepared 
was  thrown  across  a  lagoon  ^which  still  sepa* 
rated  us  from  the  main  «hore)  oy  the  men  of  tiie 
Eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  beg^ven  to  this  regi- 
ment for  the  skill  and  energy  dispkiyed  in  fie 
hkying  of  this  bridge. 

Skfrmishers  were  sent  across  this  lagoon  im- 
mediately upon  landing,  and  in  wading  the 
water  was  up  to  their  necks. 

Before  noon  the  whole  oommand  was  across, 
and  I  pushed  it  forward,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore until  I  reached  a  point  at  which  I  had 
been  directed  to  halt  and  av^it  further  orders 
from  ibo  General  commanding. 
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From  information  received  from  dtiz/eaoM  I 
was  smre  that  there  was  not  more  than  two 
hundred  cavaky  at  Decatur,  and  so  informed 
the  (Jeneral  commanding. 

General  Gruft,  with  the  First  proyisional 
division,  having  crossed  the  river  imd  lagoon, 
came  up  and  jomed  my  right  We  then  moved 
forward  into  Decatur  with  but  little  resistance. 

We  moved  from  Decatur  on  the  twenty- 
eightli  of  December,  with  the  whole  command, 
and  arrived  at  Gourtland  on  the  thirtieth  De- 
cember. 

On  the  thirty^rst,  in  accordance  with  direc- 
tions from  the  (General  commanding,  I  started 
with  my  division  from  Gourtland  to  proceed  as 
feur  as  La  GiBnge  and  Leighton.  to  support  the 
cavalry  under  Oolonel  Famier,  that  had  gone  to 
destroy  the  (rain  of  the  enemy.  Moved  on  this 
day  as  far  as  Town  Cbreek,  when  we  found  it 
necessary  to  build  a  bridge,  which  was  done 
with  great  dispatch  by  me  Eighteenth  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry. 

We  moved  from  Town  Greek  at  four  o'clock 
A.  M.,  January  first,  1865,  and  arrived  at  Leigh- 
ton  at  nine  o'clock  ▲.  m.  Sent  Golonel  John  A. 
Hottenstein,  with  the  Second  brigade  colored 
troops,  to  La  Grange,  with  orders  to  take  post 
there  and  find  out  all  he  could  about  Golonel 
Palmer,  and  to  communicate  to  me  any  informa- 
tion that  he  might  receive. 

On  the  second,  received  orders  from  the  Gen- 
eral commanding  to  move  east  with  my  com- 
mand, and  rejoin  him  at  Gourtland.  I  started 
immediately,  but  at  Town  Greek  received  orders 
directing  me  to  send  one  bri^^e  to  Leighton, 
and  with  the  others  to  remam,  when  the  order 
reached  me,  until  Golonel  Pahner  could  be  i^^tad 
frouL 

In  compliance  with  this  order  I  went  into 
bivouac  with  the  First  and  Second  brigades 
colored  troops,  and  sent  the  reserve  brigade  to 
Leighton. 

On  the  fourth  of  January,  received  orders  to 
move  to  Gourtland,  as  Golonel  Palmer  had  been 
heard  from,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Decatur, 
ba^^g  destroyed  the  pontoon  and  another  of 
the  enemy's  trains.  On  arriving  at  Gourtland, 
found  that  the  General  commanding,  with  the 
First  division,  had  gone  to  Decatur,  orders 
having  been  left  for  me  to  follow  with  my 
command. 

On  the  fifth,  moved  to  within  four  miles  of  De- 
catur, where  1  received  orders  to  move  with  my 
old  command  (the  Second  brigade  colored  froops) 
to  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  moved  to  the  terminus 
of  the  raihroad  opposite  Decatur,  and  waited 
transportation. 

On  the  seventh  sent  the  Twelfth  regiment  off, 
and  on  the  eighth  started  for  Nashville  with 
the  Thirteenth  and  One  Hundredth  regiments. 

On  arriving  at  I^rkinsviUe,  found  that  the 
rebel  General  Lyon  had  cut  the  road,  and  was 
sent  in  pursuit  of  him  by  General  Gruft,  who 
was  at  Laridnsvilleu 

Moved  to  Scottsboaro  on  the  moniing  of  the 


nii^  aad  fovnd  that  Lyon  had  gone  towards 
the  Tennessee  river.  In  conjunction  wi& 
Oolonel  Bialloy's  brigade,  started  in  porrait  on 
Guntersville  road. 

On  the  tenth,  overtodc  Mitchell's  brigade,  and 
marched  to  Law's  landing,  where,  by  order  of 
General  C^ruft,  I  took  post 

On  the  eleventh,  I  received  orders  to  retain 
to  Larkinsville,  as  Lyon  had  escaped  across  ^ 
Tennessee  river. 

Arrived  at  Larkinsville  on  the  evening  of  ti» 
twelftti,  and  loaded  troops  the  next  eveniK 
(thirteenth),  and  started  for  Nashville,  at  which 
place  we  arrived  at  four  o'dod:  p.  ic,  on  the  M- 
teenth  day  of  January,  1866. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  during  the  whole 
campaign  was  most  soldierly  and  praisewortibj. 

Before  making  the  aesaoilt  on  the  eoemj^ 
works,  the  knapsacks  of  the  troops  comprisuog 
the  Second  brigade  were  laid  aside,  and  after 
the  works  were  taken,  being  ordered  to  go  in 
pursuit^  these  were  left ;  and  without  bbakets 
or  any  extra  dotfaing,  and  more  than  one^ialf 
ike  time  without  fifty  good  shoes  in  the  whole 
brigade,  this  whole  campaign  was  made  with  a 
most  cheerful  spirit  existing.  For  six  days  ra- 
tions were  not  issued,  yet  vigorous  pursuit  wbb 
made  after  the  rebel  General  Lyon. 

To  Golonel  John  A.  Hottenstein,  Thirteenth 
United  States  colored  in&ntry,  commanding 
Second  brigade  colored  troops ;  Oolonel  Morgan, 
Foiyrteenth  United  States  colored  infantry,  com- 
manding First  brigade  United  States  colored 
troops,  and  Golonel  Felix  Pr.  Salm,  Sixty-eighth 
New  York  volunte^  infantry,  oonmtanding  Re- 
serve brigade,  my  thanks  are  due,  and  are 
warmly  eiven  for  their  promptness  to  answer 
every  call,  and  for  their  great  assistance  to  me 
in  helping  to  lighten  the  heavy  responsibility 
that  chance  had  thrown  upon  me. 

Of  the  officers  of  my  staff;  Gaptain  Heniy  A 
Norton,  Twelfth  United  States  colored  in&ntiy. 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General ;  Lieutenant 
George  W.  Fish,  Twelfth  United  States  colored 
infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  wound- 
ed by  ihe  enemy  after  having  been  taken  pris- 
oner, while  takmg  stores  to  the  command ;  Lien- 
tenant  Wm.  H.  Wildey,  Twelfth  United  States 
colored  infantiy.  Ordnance  Officer;  Lieutenant 
John  D.  Reillj,  Hiirteenth  United  States  colored 
in&utry.  Acting  Aide<le-Gamp ;  Lieutenant  Tbos. 
L.  Seaton,  Twelfth  United  States  oolored  infantiT, 
Act.  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Lieutenant  D. 
A.  Grosvenor,  One  Hundredth  United  States  col- 
ored infantry,  Acting  Aide-de-Gamp,  who,  after 
having  been  wounded  in  three  places,  took  the 
cc4orB  of  his  regiment  from  dose  to  the  enemy's 
earthworks — the  color  bearer  havinj^  been 
killed :  and  Lieutenant  R.  G.  Sylvester,  Twdfth 
United  States  colored  infantry,  Gommiflsaiy  of 
Subsistence  of  the  brigade,  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly.  Uniting  in  me  performance  of  their 
several  duties,  and  on  the  field  anxious  to  do 
the  cause  service  in  the  most  dangerous  places, 
thev  ridily  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country. 

To  tiie  gkMious  dead  we  drop  a  tear,  and 
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vkOfl  we  cannot  but  deeply  regret  the  great 
loss,  not  only  we,  tiieir  companions,  bnt  the 
ocmOiy,  has  sustained,  we  could  not  wish  them 
mere  iKmoTmble  graves.  The  conscientious, 
biTe,  md  fai|^Hnmded  CSaptain  Robert  Headen, 
the  nihnt  Lieutenant  Dennis  Dease,  the  gentle, 
bot  firm  and  untiring  Lieutenant  D.  Grant  Cooke, 
of  the  Twdffli  Uniteid  States  colored  infjuilry — 
tbe  two  tanDer  receiving  their  deojjh.  wounds 
wldfe  leading  their  men  against  their  country's 
ttd  freedom's  foe,tiie  latter  butchered  by  the  8av« 
«ge  eoemj  while  i>erforming  his  duties  as  regi- 
neatal  auartennaster,  taking  supplies  to  ms 
oenaaod— we  can  never  forget  as  friends,  and 
lim  positions  can  hardly  be  re^filled. 

h  tne  deadi  of  Lieutenant  John  M.  Woodruff, 
lieateoaDt  George  Taylor,  Lieutenant  L.  L. 
Ml,  aad  Lieuteoant  James  A.  Isom,  of  the 
nirteeath  United  States  colored  infantry,  the 
■nrice  has  kst  brave  and  efficient  officers,  the 
oomtiy  patriots,  and  humanity  friends.  Thev 
al  fell  cfose  to  toe  enemy's  works,  leading  their 
bnremen. 

Ike  losB  of  the  brigade  is  as  f dlows : 
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il  of  wUch  is  req>ecifu]][7  submitted. 
Ihsre  tiie  honor  to  be. 
y eiT  reQ>ectfii% 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Chabtjh  £.  Thompsoit, 

MMl^iiftlitT.&Oblond  iJDfkBtry,  oommaiuUng  Brlgad*. 

lCAKa&B.MeB, 
A.  i.  0.,  Otat  cf  the  HowiOi,  OiattaDOoga,  TeoBMM^ 


OOLONZL  FEUX  PR.  SALM 'S  REPORT. 

HaADQDiKBS  U.  a  Tcmam.       \ 
BnoaooBT,  At^bama,  Jan.  17,  1808. } 

To  Mopor-Oeneral  James  B.  Steedman,  cam- 

manamg  JHstrict  cf  (he  EUwahj  Chattcmooga, 

Tennessee: 

GnrxRiL:  I  have  the  Jiouot  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Deoember,  1864,  after 
having  left  Decatur,  Alabama,!  received  reliable 
information  that  a  great  number  of  small  aims, 
ammunition,  and  other  ordnance  stores,  were  con- , 
cealed  in  a  house  a  few  miles  in  my  rear,  near  * 
the  main  road  to  Tuscumbia,  Alabama.  I  there- 
fore ordered  a  party,  consisting  of  one  officer  and 
twenty  men,  to  proceed  to  lue  place  to  trv  to 
discover  the  hiding-place  of  the  stores,  ana  to 
destroy  them  when  round. 

On  the  thirty-first  December,  1864,  the  patrol 
returned,  and  the  officer  in  charge  reported  as 
follows : 

After  leavipg  the  brigade  he  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Decatur,  following  the  Tuscambia 
road.  About  the  distance  of  six  miks,  a  hun- 
dred yards  from  that  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
farm  known  as  **  Kimball's  place,"  stood  the 
house  said  to  contain  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  officer  found  there  about  one  hundred 
and  ten  ^ringfield  and  Enfield  rifles,  in  ffood 
condition ;  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  car- 
bine cartridges,  English  manufeicture,  India^nb- 
ber  cases;  one  hmidred  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  rounds  of  heavy  ordnance  ammunition ; 
also  a  grei^t  quantity  of  wrought  iron  horse- 
shoes, £c.;  several  hundred  sets  of  artillery 
harness,  evidently  condemned ;  a  large  bundle 
of  telegraph  wire,  glass  insulators,  &a,  the  whole 
of  which  was  destroyed,  and  the  building  set 
on  fire. 

Some  more  ammunition  or  powder  must  have 
been  hidden  there,  as  several  explosions  took 
place  during  the  time  the  ht)use  was  in  flamea 
it  is  apparent  that  the  Rebel  authorities  had 
established  an  ordnance  store  at  this  place,  and 
that  Hie  men  in  charge  left  on  a  stampede,  as 
several  muskets  and  accoutrements  were  fotind 
on  Ihe  ground  outside  the  house. 

Most  req;>eotfully  submitted* 
FblixPb.8alil 

Oolooel  8lzt9r-«igbUi  Bogiment  NevToik  Vel.  Tol|,| 
oonuDAndlng  Fott. 
8.  B*  nOB. 

M^lor  and  ikatrttnl  A^lalanWGeneaa. 


Doa  17. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  NASHVILLE. 

«NBtAL  J.  T.  WOCnVS  REPORL 

BaAMKJAVBt  lOUBTB  ABMT  OOKIB,  ) 

HmnsnuA,  Aul,  Jan.  6, 1806.     / 

G^BMSRAL :  The  Fourth  army  corps  arrived  in 

the  vicinity  of  Nashville,  on  the  retreat  from 

Pdaski,  on  the  first  December  ultimo.  Major-(W« 

end  D.  fiL  Stanley,  having  been  wounded  in  &e 
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conflict  at  Fraoklin^  on  the  thirtieth  November, 
and  having  reoeived  a  leave  of  absence  on  ac- 
count of  hiB  wound,  relinquished,  and  I  asaumed, 
command  of  the  corps  on  tae  second  of  December. 

So  soon  as  I  had  assumed  command  of  the  corps< 
I  placed  it  in  position  as  follows,  in  conformity 
with  orders  receive<ifrom  the  oommandi^  Gen- 
eral of  the  forces  in  the  field  in  person :  The  left 
of  the  corps  rested  on  the  Oasino,  and,  extend- 
ine  westward  across  the  Granny  White  and 
HOsboro  pike,  the  right  rested  on  the  left  of 
the  detachment  of  liie  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
(Major-Ckneral  A.  B.  Smith's  command),  midway 
between  the  Hilsboro  and  Harding  pikes.  a!s 
the  condition  of  the  forces  was  not  such  as  to 
warrant  the  Commencement  of  offensiTe  opera- 
tions immediately,  liie  first  duty  to  be  provided 
for  was  the  safe^  of  Nashville  against  assault 
For  this  puipose  a  line  of  strone  intrenchments, 
strengthened  witii  an  ctbaHSf  slashes  of  timber, 
and  pointed  stakes  planted  firmly  in  the  ground, 
was  constructed  along  the  entire  fi;ont  of  tbe 
corps.  The  entire  development  of  this  work 
was  something  over  two  miles.  It  was  com- 
pleted by  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  December. 
But  while  the  safety  of  Nashville  was  being 
provided  for,  preparations  were  also  being 
made  for  offensive  operations.  The  troops  were 
rapidly  re-equipped  in  every  particular,  the 
trains  repaired  and  loaded  with  supplies,  etc. 
As  early  as  the  seventh  of  December,  the  com- 
manding General  of  the  forces  had  be^un  to 
communicate  to  ihe  corps  commanders  his  plan 
of  attack,  and  had  intimated  that  the  morning 
of  the  tenth  would  witness  the  inauguration  of 
offensive  operations.  But  the  mommg  of  the 
ninth  dawned  upon  us,  bringing  a  heavy  sleet- 
storm,  which  soon  covered  the  whole  fiaoe  of 
the  earth  with  a  perfect  mer  de  ghee,  and  ren- 
dered all  movement  of  troops,  so  long  as  it  re- 
mained, impossible^  The  weather  and  condi- 
tion of  the  ground  were  not  suflSciently  amelio- 
rated before  midday  of  tlie  fourteenth  of  Decem- 
ber to  permit  the  commencement  of  operations 
with  any  hope  of  success.  The  commanding 
General  summoned  a  meeting  of  corps  comman- 
ders at  his  headquarters  at  tJiree  p.  m.,  on  the 
fourteenth,  and  delivered  to  them  written  orders, 
from  whicn  the  following  are  extracts : 

^  **  As  soon  as  the  weatiaer  will  admit  of  offen- 
sive operations,  the  troops  will  move  against 
the  enemy's  position  in  the  followinr  order : 
♦  ♦♦♦#♦ 

in.  Brigadier-General  T.  J.  Wood,  command- 
ing the  Fourth  coq>s,  after  leaving  a  strong 
skirmish  line  in  his  works  from  Lauren's  HiS 
to  his  extreme  righti  wOl  form  the  reanlnder  of 
•the  Fourth  corps  on  the  Hilsboro  pike  to.  sup- 

})ort  General  Smith's  left,  and  operate  on  the 
eft  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  advanoEKl  position 
on  Montgomery's  WIV* 

"  Should  the  weather  permit,  the  troops  will 
be  formed  in  time  to  commence  operations  at 
six  o'clock  ▲.  M.,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prao- 
ticaWe." 


To  carry  out  these  brief  but  sententious  and 
pointed  instructions  of  the  commandiDg  Gen 
end,  I  directs,  so  soon  as  I  had  returned  t^ 
my  headquarters,  the  division  commanders  U 
assemble  there  at  seven  p.  m^  and,  after  explaiz^ 
ing  to  them  fuUy  the  intended  movemeate,  de 
livered  to  them  me  following  written  orders : 
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n.  Reveille  will  be  sotmded  at  four  a.  m.  ;  th^ 
troops  will  get  their  break&st,  break  up  tfaeii 
camp,  pack  up  everything,  and  be  pr^rared  U 
move  at  six  A.  M. 

n.  Brigadier-General  EUiott,  commanding 
Second  division,  will  move  out  by  his  right 
taking  tlie  svqsM  road  that  passes  bv  the  rigfaj 
of  his  present  position,  form  in  ecnelon  wiit 
General  A.  J.  Smith's  left^  slightly  refusing  hi^ 
own  left,  and,  maintaining  this  rektive  positioi^ 
to  (General  Smith's  troops,  will  advance  with 
them.  When  he  moves  out  he  will  leave  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers  in  his  soUd  works. 

m.  Brigadier-General  Kimball,  commanding 
First  division,  on  being  relieved  by  Gener^ 
Steedman,  will  move  his  divison  to  the  £G1» 
boro  pike  inside  of  our  lines,  and  by  it  tiiroudi 
the  lines,  and  form  in  echelon  to  General  EQio^ 
left,  slightly  refusing  his  own  left  He  wiu 
maintain  this  position,  and  advance  with  Gen] 
oral  Elliott 

TV.  As  soon  as  General  Kimball's  division  hai^ 
passed  out  of  the  works  by  Hilsboro  pike. 
General  Beatty,  commanding  l^ird  division,  wiU 
take  up  the  movement,  drawing  out  by  the  left, 
and  will  form  in  echelon  to  General  Kimbell'ta 
left  He  wiU  maintain  this  position,  and  ad- 
vance with  General  Kimball.  He  will  alK> 
leave  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  behind  the 
solid  works  along  his  present  position. 

V.  The  pickets  on  post  being  strengthened 
when  in  the  judgment  of  aivision  oommandera 
it  becomes  necessary,  will  advance  as  &  line  ofj 
skirmishers  to  cover  ^e  movement. 

The  formations  of  ihe  troops  will  be  in  twoj 
lines,  the  first  line  deployed,  the  second  line  io] 
close  column,  bv  division,  massed  opposite  the 
interval  in  the  front  line.  Each  division  cobi-{ 
mander  will,  so  far  as  possible,  hold  one  bri- 
gade in  reserve.  Five  wagon  loads  of  ammu- 
nition, ten  ambulances,  and  the  wagons  loaded 
witii  intrenching  tools,  will,  as  nearly  as  posBi* 
ble,  foDow  after  each  division.  The  remaining 
ammunition  wagons,  ambulanoee,  and  all  o&er 
wagons,  will  remain  inside  of  our  present  lines 
until  further  orders.  One  rifle  battery  will 
acconmanythe  Second  division,  and  one  batteir 
of  light  twelve-pounders  will  accompany  each 
of  the  remaining  divisions.  'Hie  rest  of  the 
artillery  of  the  corps  will  maintain  its  present  j 
position  in  tlie  lines. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  T.  J.  Wood. 

J.  &.  f\7LLBRT0N, 

]ieat.-Ool.  and  A.  A.  a 
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Que  noaiog  of  the  fifteenth  was  dark  and 
ipke.  1  h^rjr  pall  of  fog  and  smoke  rested 
flifte  &ce  of  the  earth,  and  enveloped  every 
olijed.  k  fhk^  darkneaa.  At  six  a.  m.  the 
mnmai  of  ihe  troops  was  entirely  imprao- 
iaUb,  haX  between  seven  and  eight  a.  il  the 
^  )itfiii  to  rise,  and  the  troops  silent^  and 
T^kSj  oommeDced  to  move  into  the  positions 
aa^gned  to  them.  This  preUminary  work  being 
eo^pleted,  nothing  fnrther  remained  for  the 
EMh  oorps  to  do  nntil  the  cavalry  and  Gen- 
ial &uflk  had  made  the  long  swing  from  onr 
Mi  which  was  necessary  to  bring  them  on 
nmr  aad  kit  of  the  enemy's  position.  At 
OiSO  p.  lu  General  Smith  havmg  swans  np  his 

?bt  10  that  his  oonmiand  prolonged  me  front 
die  Fourth  corps,  the  serried  ranks  of  the 
fl9|lh^^  to  advance  towards  the  enemy's 
iltl|jiiliiud  position.  I  should  have  remarked 
nuioafily,  that  as  soon  as  the  troops  began  to 
Uptcb  from  om:  intrenched  line,  the  skir- 
wjk§n  were  poshed  forward  to  cover  the 
MiWuent,  and  soon  became  sharply  ei^aged 
jftflie  enemy's  skirmish  era  and  reaoilydrove 

D^nng  an  &e  preliminary  movements  an  oc- 
flrinij  ihot  from  flie  enemy's  batteries  3!3i> wed 
h  «ii  ketnlj  watching  our  muvemcfnU.  As 
lb  lyb  hiirtleii  thr<nigh  the  air,  and  biirst  over 
^  ttoupi,  tiijej  addaa  interest  to  tho  s-cuiie* 
^tieitlii  splendid  array  of  the  troopa  began  to 
wmi  forward  in  miison  the  p^eaut  was  niEig- 
Aeotfj^  grafld  and  imposing.  Far  m  the  t^ye 
<M  aam  the  Hues  and  masses  of  blue,  over 
*ttdi  &m  nation's  emblem  flaunted  pronxUyp 
*rtrf  forward  m  sucb  perfect  carder  that  the 
tatof  thepatrifjt  might  easily  draw  from  it  the 
^H^^pnicage  of  the  coming  glorious  vieUjry*  A 
feflMtei  after  12:30  p,3f,,fdcemod  the  m^jve^ 
iSiifrDsahle  to  the  atlAck  on  the  left  and  rear 
'SMp>Di«7*e  EIIL  Moiitgomer>''fl  Hill  Is  aa 
Ei^pifar  cone-elmped  eminence,  wliieh  riBes 
tc  luuidred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  general 
fenlcf  till/  ftUTounding  country.  The  ascent 
Is  itt  iSEmiit,  throughout  most  of  its  circnm- 
^JSW,  ii  quite  abrupt  and  its  sii3c8  are  cover- 
eft  «a  forest  tr&ea.  The  enemy  had  eucirded 
jMBj  JMl  bebw  its  crest,  with  u  sfcrong  line 
Jafiiaekncnts,  and  embarrasa^rl  the  approadi 
^ttttteoltjqg  force  with  an  abaOs  and  rows 
fA^peaed  stakes  firmly  planted  lu  tbcgruund. 
JMBvas  the  enem_y's  most  advan(.'ed  pi>ai- 
,  iiidwuj  not  more  than  eight  hundred  yards 

^  Moeat  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  hill, 

TLth  reJfetencse  to  tLe  enemy's  occupation,  is 

^  l^idia]  than  the  portion  which  directly 

^^M  our  intrencbiuents.    As  om  troops 

taccd  «id  fwnng  to  the  left,  the  left  of  the 

j«piWe)Qght  directiytn  front  of  the  third  di- 

JW  uf^e  corps.    This  diBpoaition  was  favor- 

?*fe  tbe  intended  assault,     I  orderod  Briga- 

^fj«fi€^  Beatty,   commandtng    the    Third 

^*e%to  detail  a  brigade  to  make  the  attack. 

**weiiid  briodi;  of  tlie  Third  division,  com- 
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IflmoiB  veterao  volaQteera,  was  selected  for  the 
work.  The  neoeesary  arraDeements  havmg 
been  made  at  one  p.  m^  I  gave  uie  order  for  the 
assault  At  the  cominaiio,  as  sweeps  the  stiff 
gale  over  the  ooean,  driving  every  object  be- 
fore it)  so  swept  the  brigade  up  the  wooden 
slope,  over  the  enemy's- intrenchments,  and  the 
hill  was  won.  The  second  brigade  was  nobhr 
supported  in  the  assault  by  the  First  brigade 
(Colonel  Streight's)  of  the  Third  division.  Quite 
a  number  of  prisoners  and  small  arms  were  cap- 
tured in  the  assault  Previous  to  the  assault  I 
had  caused  the  enemy  to  be  well  pounded  by 
the  artillery  from  our  lines.  This  was  the  first 
success  of  the  day,  and  it  greatly  exalted  the 
enthusiasm  of  Uie  troops^  Our  casualties  were 
small,  compared  with  the  success. 

Up  to  this  ti^e^  the  Twenty-third  oorps, 
Major-Oeneral  Sdioneld,  commanding,  had  been 
held  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  corps 
and  Major-GenerflJ  A.  J.  Smith's  command ;  but 
shortly  after  the  assault  on  Montgomery's  Hill, 
I  received  a  message  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  forces,  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
ordered  General  Schofield  to  move  his  command 
to  the  right  to  prolong  General  Smi^'s  front, 
and  directing  me  to  move  my  reserves  as  much 
to  the  right  as  could  be  done  compatibly  with 
the  safety  of  my  own  front  The  order  was  at 
once  obeyed  by  shiftiii^  the  reserve  brigade  of 
each  division  to  the  right  The  entire  line  of 
the  corps  was  steadily  pressed  forward,  and  the 
enemy  engaged  throughout  its  whole  front 
The  battery  accompanying  each  division  was 
brought  to  the  front,  and  oeing  placed  in  short 
and  effective  range  of  the  enemy  s  main  line,  air 
lowed  him  to  rest  As  l^e  troops  advanced,  the 
skirmishers  were  constantly  engaged,  at  times 
so  sharply  that  the>  frisilade  near^  equalled  in 
fierceness  the  engagement  of  solid  lines  of  bat- 
tle. I  pressed  the  corps  as  near  the  enemy's 
main  line  as  possible^  without  making  a  direct 
assault  on  it;  in  doing  so,  at  the  same  time 
swinging  to  the  left,  the  right  of  the  corps 
which  had,  durine  the  previous  part  of  the  day, 
been  in  rear  of  General  Smith's  left  to  support 
it,  passed  in  front  of  it  This  movement 
brought  the  centre  of  the  oorps.  General  Kim- 
bell's  division,  directly  opposite  to  a  very 
strongly  fortified  hill  near  the  centre  of  the  en- 
emy's main  line.  Impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  carr3dng  this  hill,  as  the  enemy's  centre 
would  be  broken  thereby,  I  ordered  up  two 
batteries,  and  had  them  so  placed  as  to  bring  a 
converging  fire  on  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  the  enemy's  artillery 
on  this  hill  had  been  annoying  us  seriously  all 
the  day.  After  the  two  batteries  had  played  on 
the  enemy's  line  for  half  an  hour,  during  which 
tune  the  practice  had  been  most  accurate,  I 
ordered  (General  Kimball  to  assault  the  hill  with 
his  entire  division.  Most  nobly  did  the  divi- 
sion respond  to  the  order.  With  the  most 
exalted  enthusiasm,  and  with  loud  cheers,  it 
rushed  forward,  up  the  steep  ascent,  and  over 
the  intrenchments.     The  solid  fruits  of  this 
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magnificent  assault  were  sereral  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  stands  of  colors,  many  stands  of  small 
arms,  and  numerous  prisoners.  The  €leoond 
diyision  of  the  ooixw,  General  EQiotfs,  followed 
the  movement  of  General  Kimball's  division, 
and  entered  the  enemy's  works  further  to  the 
right,  shortiy  after  the  main  assault  had  been 
snccessfoL  Tlie  division,  in  this  movement, 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillerv.  Purtiier  to 
the  left,  the  Third  division,  General  Beatty 
commanding,  had  attacked  and  carried  the  ene- 
mv's  intrenohments  and  captured  several  pieces 
•of  artillery  and  caissons,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  prisoners. 

Fortunately,  HtnB  brilliant  success  along  the 
entire  front  of  the  corps  was  achieved  with 
comparatively  sUght  loss.  The  onset  was  so 
fierce,  the  movement  of  the  iroops  so  rapid, 
that  m  very  brief  interval  elapsed  between  the 
first  shout  of  the  advancing  hues  and  the  plant- 
ing of  our  colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  But 
this  rapid  movement  had  somewhat  disordered 
the  ranks,  as  well  as  blown  the  men,  and  it  was 
hence  necessary  toiialt  the  corps  a  brief  space 
to  re-form  and  prepare  for  a  further  advance. 
The  enemy,  <hi  beiu^  driven  from  his  works, 
had  retired  in  the  airecticm  (eastwan))  of  the 
Franklin  pike.  His  works,  extending  across 
thisjpike,  Were  stilL 

Wnile  the  troops  were  being  re-formed  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  commanding  General 
to  move  towards  the  Franklin  pike,  some  two 
and  a  half  miles  distant ;  to  reach  it,  if  possible, 
before  dark,  drive  the  enemy,  and  form  the 
corps  across  it,  facine  southward.  This  order 
was  received  about  five  p.  m.,  almost  smiset 
The  reformation  of  the  troops  was  quickly  com- 
pleted, and  the  whole  corps,  formed  in  two  lines 
and  covered  by  a  cloud  of »  skirmi^ers,  was 
puriied  rapidly  towards  ike  Franklin  pike. 
Soon  our  SKirmishers  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy's,  but  only  to  drive  ihem.  But  the 
rapidly  approaching  darkness  too  soon  brought 
a  period  to  this  glorious  work.  After  crossmg 
the  Gramiy  White  pike  and  arriving  wrttiin 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  Franklin 
pike,  the  darkness  became  so  thick  that  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  and  to 
prevent  our  troops  from  firing  into  each  other, 
to  halt  the  corps  for  the  night  The  corps  was 
formed  parallel  to  the  Granny  White  pike,  its 
right  resting  on  Gk*neral  Smith's  left,  and  its  left 
on  the  most  norlhem  Hne  (then  abandoned)  of 
the  enemy's  works.  In  this  position,  at  about 
seven  p.  m.,  of  a  bleak  December  night,  the 
troops  bivouacked  after  their  arduous,  but  for- 
.tunately  glorious,  labors  of  ^e  day.  The  re- 
sult of  the  da^  operations  for  the  corps  was 
the  capture  of  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  five  cais- 
sons, several  stands  of  colors,  a  considerable 
number  of  small  arms,  and  some  five  hundred 
prisoners.  The  enemy's  intrenched  lines  had 
been  broken  in  two  places  by  direct  assault,  and 
he  driven  more  than  two  miles.  Of  his  loss  of 
killed  and  wounded  I  could  form  no  estimate, 
but  it  must  have  been  heavy. 


Fortunately,  casualties  were  unusually  lidit, 
compared  with  success  adrieved,  not  more  mto 
three  hundred  and  fifty  kiDed  and  wounded  in 
the  corps.  After  having  provided  for  the  safety 
of  the  corps  for  flie  n^ht,  I  repaired  to  m 
quarters  of  the  commandinj^  General  to  recetn 
his  orders  for  the  operations  of  the  morrow. 
These  orders  were  to  advance  at  daylight  tiie 
following  morning,  the  sixteenth,  and  if  ^ 
enemy  was  still  in  front,  to  attack  him,  but  if  lie 
had  retreated,  to  pass  to  the  eastward  of  ffae 
Franklin  pike,  to  mce  southward,  and  to  pttrsna 
hun  till  found.  At  11:30  p.  m.,  of  the  fifteenfli,: 
instructions  were  distributed  to  the  divirioa 
commanders  to  advance  at  davlight,  and  attack 
the  enemy  if  found  in  front  of  their  commands, 
but  if  he  shoi]dd  not  be  found,  to  cross  to  the 
eastward  of  Franklin  pike  and  move  southward, 
parallel  to  it — ^Elliott's  division  leading,  followed 
by  Kimball's,  then  Betty's. 

At  six  A.  X.,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  corpi 
commenced  to  move  towards  the  Franklin  pilb. 
T^e  movement  at  once  developed  the  enemy  hi 
our  frt)nt,  and  sharp  ridrmishing  commeooed 
immediately.  The  enemy  was  steadily  driven 
back,  and  at  eight  a.  m.  we  gained  possession  d 
tiie  Franklin  pike.  The  enemy's  skirmifihersi 
after  being  driven  eastward  of  the  pike,  re- 
treated southward.  Elliott's  division  waa  dej 
ployed  across  the  road,  facing  southward.  Beat 
ty's  division  was  formed  on  the  left  of  Elliott^ 
and  Kimball's  division  massed  near  the  pike,  iz 
rear  of  Elliott's.  In  this  order  the  corps  ad 
vanced  nearly  Aree-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  i\ 
encountered  a  heavy  skirmish  Kne,  stoutly  bar 
ricaded.  Some  half  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  en 
emy's  skirmish  line,  his  main  line,  strongly  in 
trenched,  could  be  seen.  An  effort  was  at  ond 
made  to  connect  General  Elliott's  right  vnU 
General  Smith's  left  The  interval  being  Ui 
ereat  to  accomplish  Ihis^  I  ordered  Greneral  Kid 
wll  to  bring  up  his  division  and  occupy  m 
space  between  Generals  Smith  and  EUiott] 
commands.  This  was  promptljy  done,  the  troop 
moving  handsomely  info  position  under  a  shar 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Thus  formed 
the  entire  corps  advanced  in  magnificent  arraj 
under  a  gallii^  fire,  of  small  arms  and  artilleiq 
and  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  hj 
main  Hne.  Further  advance  was  impossib] 
without  making  a  direct  assault  on  the  enemy 
intrenched  line,  and  the  happy  moment  for  th 
erand  effort  had  not  yet  arrived.  I  hence  o 
dered  the  division  commanders  to  press  the 
skimush'ers  as  near  to  the  enemy^  intrencj 
ments  as  possible,  and  to  harass  him  with 
constant  nre.  In  a  conflict  of  this  nature 
knew  we  would  have  greatl;^  the  advantage 
him,  as  our  supply  of  ammunition  was  inexhaq 
tible,  and  his  limited.  AH  the  batteries  of  t| 
corps  on  the  field  were  brought  to  the  trot 
placed  in  eh^le  positions  in  uiort  range  of  t) 
enemy's  worls,  and  ordered  to  keep  ^op&  me^ 
ured  but  steady  fire  on  his  artillery.  The  pra 
tice  of  the  batteries  was  uncommonly  fine.  Tl 
ranges  were  accurately  obtained,  the  elevatioi 
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tmnc^  gi^Wy  and  ^be  ammtuiition  being  im- 
wnfif  good,  the  fire  was  ooDseqaentiy  meet 
dmra  It  was  realty  entertuning  to  witness 
Tk  As  aiierajx^iedq>irited]y  with  musketry 
mi  tftiDHy,  and  his  jvaotice  with  both  was 

SL  In  the  progrew  of  the  dael  he  disabled 
^  fOBsin  Ziegler's  battery  After  the  dispo- 
iKoft  aboTe  reoonnted  had  been  made,  the 
oyiniliin!^  General  joined  me  near  our  most 
■Pwccd  position,  on  the  Franklin  pike,  ezam- 
wi  the  posting  of  Ihe  troops,  approved  the 
ffM^sDd  ordered  that  the  enemy  shonld  be 
tlppBoriy  pressed  and  nneeasingly  harassed 
ly«v  fire.  He  further  directed  that  I  should 
V.enftuidy  on  ih»  alert  for  any  opening  for 
ajlon  dedsive  effort,  but,  for  the  time,  to  abide 
MriK  The  general  plan  of  Ae  batae  for  the 
ftm^jof  day,  namehr,  to  outflank  and  turn  the 
mmf9  left,  was  still  to  be  acted  on.  Before 
Itmbr  me  the  ocmmianding  Greneral  desired  me 
.%sntBr  with  Mii^-Qeneral  Steedman,  whose 
SBModhad  moTM  out  that  morning  from  Nash- 
tfll  V  ^^  NolensTille  ]Ae,  and  arrange  a  mili- 
iH  uuumiction  between  his  right  and  my  left 
fliiaemy  had  made  some  display  of  force  be- 
tas die  Franklin  and  NolensviUe  pikes,  but 
could  not  be  fixed,  and  it  was  hence 
to  take  precantion  in  reference  to  it 
^^  twelve  M.  I  rode  towards  the  left  and  met 
Mpi(^(iiniil  Steedman ;  conmiunicated  to  him 
'  nrs  of  the  commanding  General,  and  sub- 
him  some  suggestions  with  rej^ard  to  the 
'ion  of  his  command  to  meet  those  views. 
■  Steedman  coincided  in  opiaipn  with  me, 
vlfnnpdy  and  handsomely,  though  exposed 
teihsp  fire  from  one  of  the  enen^'s  iMitter- 
■^jlaced  his  command,  both  infontry  and 
4Bqr,  in  a  positkm  which  effectually  secured 

Skft  from  being  turned.  I  will  here  remark, 
tflflMtal  Bteedman's  command  most  gal- 
mjtf  aad  efecti vely  co-operated  with  my  comr 
ipldnring  Oie  remainder  of  the  day.    For  a 

SfVanderstaoding  of  the  last,  great  and  de- 
It  ttnfgte  in  Sie  battle  of  Nashville,  a 
I  iiscription  ci  the  scene  of  its  occurrence, 
tf  fte  topograhy  of  the  adjacent  country, 
ngite.  Hie  bMu  in  which  the  dty  of 
Ml9e  stands  18  enclosed  on  the  south-west, 
Inssd  sooOi^ast,  by  the  l^mtwood  Hills. 
Bshnklm  pike  nms  nearly  due  south  from 
jjiwh.  The  Btarentwood  Hi&s  consist  of  two 
JJWirJbnBofaes ;  the  branch  to  the  west  of 
Vwi&i  pike  roDB  from  north-west  to  south- 
branch  to  the  esst  of  the  Franklin  pike 
m  nortli-eaat  to  south-west    The  two 


in  a  degression  or  gap.  about 
t  Kiles  from  Nashville.  The  Franklin  pike 
ilhroogh  the  gap, and  in  it  is  situated  the 
MBist  of  Br«itwood.  The  most  northern 
JsTesoh  branch  of  hilk  is  about  five  miles 
^Piiiiinhj.  From  this  description  it  will 
Wtaived  Asii  tiba  general  configuration  of 
WMwood  HOk  is  fiat  of  s  mddy  shi^  y . 
WMfe  is  north  o(  and  about  opposite,  the 
[ti  the  space  husiuded  between  the  two 
Brentwood  is  at  the  apex.     The 
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vafley  inclosed  between  the  two  branches  is 
nearfy  bisected  by  the  FrankHn  pike.  The 
average  elevation  of  the  Brentwood  Hills  above 
the  general  level  of  the  eurrounding  country,  is 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  The  sur- 
face of  the  Nashville  basin  is  broken  by  de- 
tached hills,  some  of  which  rise  to  an  elevation 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  abrupt  sides, 
densely  wooded.  About  five  miles  from  Nash- 
viUe  the  Franklin  pike  passes  along  the  base  of 
one  of  those  isolated  heiehts,  which  is  known  as 
Overton  Hill.  When  the  heavy  stress  which 
had  been  put  on  the  enemy  during  the  forenoon 
of  the  sixteenlh  had  forced  him  into  his  works, 
he  was  found  to  occupy  a  stronely  intrenched 
line,  running  for  some  aistanoe  uong  the  base 
of  the  western  branch  of  the  Brentwood  Hills ; 
thence  across  the  valley,  eastward,  to  and  across 
the  Franklin  pike,  around  the  northern  slope  of 
Overton  Hill,  about  midway  between  its  sum- 
mit and  base,  with  a  retired  flank  running  nearly 
southward,  prolonged  around  its  eastern  slope. 
This  line,  of  intrenchments  was  strengthened 
with  an  dboHs  and  other  embarrassments  to  an 
assault 

The  ri^t  of  the  enemy's  main  Kne  rested  on 
Overton  Hill.  A  close  examination  of  the  posi- 
tion satisfied  me  that  if  Overton  Hill  could  be 
carried,  the  enemy's  right  would  be  turned,  his 
line  from  the  Franklin  pike,  westward,  would 
be  taken  in  reverse,  and  his  line  of  retreat  alonff 
the  pike  and  the  valley  leading  to  BrentwoooL 
commanded  effectually.  The  capture  of  half  or 
the  rebel  army  would  almost  certainly  have 
been  the  guerdon  of  success.  It  was  evident 
that  the  assault  would  be  very  difficult,  and 
even  if  successful,  would  probably  be  attended 
with  heavy  loss;  but  the  prize  at  stake  was 
worth  the  hazard.  Early  m  the  afternoon  1 
beean  to  make  preparations  for  assaulting  the 
hm.  Owing  to  tne  openness  of  the  country,  the 
preparatory  movements  could  not  be  conoeialed 
from  the  enemy;  in  truth,  from  our  extreme 
pfroximity  to  hie  intrenchments,  they  were  neces- 
sarily made  under  the  fire  of  his  artillery. 
Knowing  that  the  safety  of  his  army  depended 
on  hddine  Overton  HiU  to  the  last  moment,  he 
reinforced  the  position  heavily  with  troops 
drawn  from  his  left  and  left-centre.  I  directed 
Colonel  Post  to  rec<mnoitre  the  position  closely, 
with  the  view  of  determining — ^first,  the  feasi- 
bility of  an  assault;  and  secondly,  to  determine 
the  most  practicable  point  on  which  to  direct 
it  After  a  thorough  and  close  reconnoisance, 
in  whidi  perhaps  uree^ourths  of  ah  hour  were 
spent.  Colonel  Post  reported  that  the  position 
was  truly  formidable,  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  carry,  but  that  he  thought  he  could 
do  it  with  his  bri^e.  He  further  reported 
that  an  assault,  in  his  opinion,  on  the  northern 
slope  of  the  hill,  held  out  the  greatest  promise 
of  success.  I  ordered  him  to  prepare  his  bri- 
gade for  tiie  assault  immediately,  and  to  inform 
me  when  he  was  ready  to  move.  I  directed 
General  Beat^,  commanding  Third  division,  to 
have  the  First  brigade  (Colonel  Streight's)  formed 
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to  support  Colonel  Post's.  I  farther  ord^ed 
Major  Goodspeed,  Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  corps, 
to  open  a  concentrated  fire  on  the  hill,  for  ue 

Surpose  of  silencing  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
emolishing  his  defences,  and  to  continue  the 
fire  as  long  as  it  could  be  done  with  safety  to 
our  advancing  troops.  The  order  was  eifeo- 
tively  obeyedT  I  also  conferred  with  Major- 
General  Steedman,  and  explained  to  him  what  I 
intended  to  do.  He  promptly  agreed  to  move 
his  conmiand  forwara  with  me  assaulting  bri- 
gade, to  cover  its  left ;  also  to  participate  in  the 
assault  with  a  view  to  carrying  whatever  might 
be  in  his  front.  Everything  being  prepared 
for  the  attack,  near  three  p.  m.,  I  gave  me  order 
for  the  assaulting  brigade  to  advance.  This  it 
did  steadily,  followed  by  its  support.  Major- 
General  Steedman's  command  moved  simulta- 
neously. I  will  here  remark,  that  General  Steed- 
man's  artillery  had  kept  up  an  efifective  fire  on 
the  enemy's  works  during  the  interval  in  which 
thepreparations  for  the  assault  were  being  made, 
llie  front  of  the  assaulting  force  was  covered 
with  ^  cloud  of  skirmishers,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  advance  rapidly,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  the  enemy's  ore  as  iar  as  possible,  and 
to  annoy  his  artillerists,  and  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  working  of  his  guns.  The 
asscuilting  force  was  instructed  to  move  steadily 
forward  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
enemy's  works,  and  then,  by  a  "bold  burst," 
ascend  the  steep  aacent,  cross  the  abatis,  dash 
over  the  rude  but  strong  parapet,  and  secure 
the  coveted  eoal.  The  troops  were  full  of  en- 
thusiasm, ana  the  splendid  array  in  which  the 
advance  was  made  gave  hopeful  promise  of  suc- 
cess. Near  the  foot  of  tlie  ascent  the  assaulting 
party  dashed  forward  for  the  last  great  effort ; 
it  was  welcomed  with  a  most  t^rifio  fire  of 
grape  and  canister  and  musketry.  But  its 
course  was  onward.  When  near,  however,  the 
enemy's  works  (a  few  of  our  men,  stouter  of 
limb  and  speedier  of  movement,  had  already  en- 
tered his  Ime),  his  reserves  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill  rose  and  poured  in  a  fire  before  which  no 
troops  could  live.  Unfortunately,  the  casualties 
had  been  particularly  heavy  among  the  ofi^rs ; 
and  more  unfortunate  still,  when  he  had  arrived 
almost  at  the  abatis,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
brigade,  the  chivalric  Post  was  struck  down  by 
a  grape  shot,  and  his  horse  killed  under  him. 
The  brigade,  its  battalions  bleeding,  torn,  and 
broken,  first  halted,  and  then  began  to  retire ; 
but  there  was  little  disorder,  and  nothing  of 
panic.  The  troops  promptly  halted  and  were 
readily  re-formed  by  their  officers.  But  for  the 
unfortunate  fall  of  Colonel  Post,  the  commander 
of  the  assaulting  l^ngade,  I  think  the  assault 
would  have  succeeded.  I  had  watdied  the 
assault  with  a  keen  and  anxious  gaze.  It  was 
made  by  troops  whom  I  had  long  commanded, 
and  whom  I  had  learned  to  love  and  admire  for 
their  noble  deeds  on  many  a  hard-fought  field. 
I  had  observed,  with  pride  and  exultation,  the 
evident  steady  resolve  with  which  tiiiey  had 
prepared  for  the  assault^  the  cheerfulness  with 


wMoh  they  had  received  the  amiounconeot 
that  they  were  ka  ergons  perdu* 

So  soon  as  I  perceived  the  troqas  beem  is 
retire,  apprehending  that  the  en^ny  mi^  a^ 
tempt  an  offmsive  return,  I  despatched  an  orte 
to  all  the  batteries  bearing  on  the  hiU  to  opts 
the  heaviest  possible  fire  so  boob  as  their  fira^ 
were  sufficiently  cleared  by  the  retiring  tra«|fr 
to  permit  it  I  also  ordmd  Colonel  K«A«|| 
commanding  Third  brigade.  Third  divisioD,  li' 
hold  his  command  wdl  in  haad,  ready  to  efa«|t 
the  enemy,  should  he  presume  to  follow  ov 
troops*  Both  orders  were  promptiy  obejii^ 
and  if  the  enemy  ever  had  1h%  temerity  to  ao^ 
template  an  offensive  return,  he  never  atteo^tal 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  Not  a  prisoner  was  oi 
tured  from  us— a  fact  almost  unparalleled  m 
assault  BO  fierce,  so  near  to  success,  but  unsi 
cessfuL  And  no  foot  of  gromui  previovlf 
Won  was  lost  After  the  r^uise,  our  BoldiM| 
white  and  colored,  lay  indisGnininately  near  Ihi 
enemy's  works,  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  «Mlik 
But  while  the  assault  was  not  immediateh^  safr 
cessful,  it  paved  the  way  for  the  grand  and  fiM 
success  01  the  day.  The  reinforcements  Iff 
Overton  Hill,  which  the  enemy  had  drawn  firan 
his  left  and  left-centre,  had  ao  much  weakaoti 
that  part  of  his  line  as  to  insure  the  suooess  dE 
General  Smith's  attadc 

After  withdrawing  and  re-postinff  the  troafB 
that  had  been  engaged  in  the  assault,  I  rode  io» 
wards  the  right  to  look  to  the  condition  of  Hi 
First  and  Second  divisions.  Shortly  after  rea4lb 
ing  the  Firs^  division,  which  was  on  &e  ri^ 
of  the  corps,  an  electric  shout,  which  aonouaMl 
that  a  grand  advance  was  being  made  by  on 
right  and  right  centre,  was  borne  from  th0.rigM 
towards  the  left  I  at  once  (ordered  the  whik 
corps  to  advance  and  assault  the  enen^ 
works.  But  the  order  was  scarcely  neoeMarf  i 
all  had  canffht  the  inspiration,  and  officers  of  di 
grades,  and  the  men,  eaeh  and  every  oubi 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  a  g^ieroa 
rivahry,  and  in  the  dash  with  which  tiny  as 
saulted  the  enemy's  intrenched  lines.  So  gen 
era!  and  so  combined  an  attadc  on  all  paiis  d 
the  enemy's  line,  was  resistless.  It  mshed  lor 
ward  like  a  mighty  wave,  driving  evefythim 
before  it  The  shiurp  fire  of  mudcetry  and  ar 
tilleurydid  not  cause  an  instant's  pause.  laS 
vanced  with  the  First  diyision,  and  witoesssd 
with  the  highest  satisfiEkction,  the  gallant  st^pie  ii 
which  it  assaulted  and  oaoied  the  eoeoijl 
worka  The  division  carried  every  point  6 
the  works  in  its  front,  and  ca|>tared  five  pieoei 
of  artillery,  several  hundred  prisoners,  and  msiQ 
hundred  stends  of  small  arms.' 

The  Second  division  gallantly  carried  Ihi 
works  in  its  front  and  captured  many  prisoaon 
and  small  arms.  The  Third  division  re-assaidtM 
Overton  Hill,  carried  it,  and  captured  fo« 
pieces  of  artill^ry^  a  large  number  of  prisoner 
and  small  arms,  somI  two  stands  of  colors.  Thi 
enemy  fled  in  the  utmost  eonfdsion.  The  entfr^ 
corps  pushed  nq^dly  forward,  pressed  thi 
pursuit,  and  continued  it  several  miles,  acnd  til 
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tta  Aocoraoy. 

I'fini^  tbft  trial  ia  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 

^  jsmmatuA  ftft«rday  in  the  coavictaon  of  Wll- 
'jnWb  for  piracy,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Jef 

i,  a  great  deal  of  docuxDentary  evideiioe  to  sliow 
uij  of  teceaaon  was  offered  in  evidence  by  the 
t.  £u  defeooe— ^avowedly  taken  from  FranJc 
■ }  SsbeSi<m  Eeeordy  and  received  by  Judges  Grier 
tiivftHatier  who  presided.  This  is  a  remarkable 
^fst  to  the  work  la  queetioa,  bat  not  higher  than 
i  J  from  the  folnesa  a&d  fiurneas  of  iU)  varied  in- 
:>i&  r^pecting  the  origin  and  progresa  of  the 
o.  k  u  tks  firwl  time  in  le^ai  and  literary 
.%  ^  a  book  not  yet  eompUtfd  ka»  hctn  to  ttamp- 
^  mAtmHeit^y  aa  to  be  adtmkted  tu  evidence  in  a 

'  '^  Itv,  and  om.  a  triai  for  a  capital  ojfenct" — 
/Vm,  OA  26,  1861. 

,'.  peat  e«ayist,  Carlyle,  calls  history  *  distilled 
.i^CT.*  JlU  Rebellion  Record,  then,  la  a  model 
-  fur  it  tobjccts  the  iouraala  of  the  day,  with  all 
spline,  (a  word  which  has  become  an  emphatic 
n  for  fahehood,)  their  rumorg,  and  their  re- 
i>  &e  cradbic  of  time,  and  whatever  endures 
'7  test,  it  daffies  and  puts  into  convenient 
f  pre«i'Tvaitk>a  and  reference." 

'  ur^emofltvaloable  periodical  connected  with 
1  :*  the  RtbiUifm.  Record.  It  is  destined  to  be- 
t?  sUfldard  authority  of  the  war.  To  any  one 
"'  of  preserving  a  record  of  the  conflict  as  it 
^-%,  it  is  invaloable." — Indianapolia  Journal. 

'  •  SMikm  Record,  giving,  as  it  does,  every  pro- 
c,  Aeeaoge  or  paper  that  is  of  real  import- 

L.2  aarratiDg  oonc^Bely,  yet  clearly^  all  that  either 

*  icyHaphshed,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
IsiTe  to  keep  dearly  in  m!nd  the  exact  status 

'  -■«  is  oar  country." — Portemouth  (N.  H.) 
t. 

^  vIB  be  the  greiU  tnasttry  &om  whieli  the 
'b«loriaa  win  draw^  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
^  J  tmae  to  write  a  history  of  tiie  great  rebel- 
-^Jhritfiia  JnetTMclor^  FhMaddpMa. 

U»Be  who  wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and 
-  Utfory  of  the  great  straggle,  from  the  effects 
1  eareoafltry  ia  now  upheaved  frt>m  centre  to 
'cmnt^  lliia  vork  wiU  commend  itself.     We 

'  a  •  the  BMMt  raloable  work  that  visitB  our 

-ftiiiini  OpMricr,  Ohio. 

»a^  0  consddered  ^e  standard  authortip  of 

"  niatompUie  refirenee-bodk  in  r^aiion  to 

*ycf  the  rebe&on,^*SteuhcneUU  {0.\  Daily 

'  eoaseots  of  this  vork,  sifted  from  a  vari^  of 
'tA'tkuto  the  very  beat  memoiree  pour  fervir 
;«,  out  of  which  the  fiiture  Bancrofts,  Macau- 

':  I'ltscritt*  will  draw  Uieir  best  materials." — 
iTif )  Weddy  JoHmaL 

•^  daaik  of  tbc  Record  are  not  hastily  gathered 
^  Bevipapexa  of  Ibe  day,  but  are  chosen  out 
^K^noioai  aHar  iSbm  value  bas  become  known. 


and  whenever  it  la  practicable,  official  copies  arei 
ed.  In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  material  is  being  col* 
leoted,  which  in  aiter-times  will  illustrate  the  reb^on, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fulness  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natural  history  can 
riral."— PAiil  Bulletin. 

^  A  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  RdtcUion 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  was  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  as  itbas  also  been  in  thia 
city." — JV,  Y.  Commercial  Adverti$er, 

**  The  courts,  the  departments,  and  the  press  con- 
tinually quote  the  Reltikon  Rttecrd  ;  historical  students 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  use ;  while  every  citizen, 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  useful  as  a  dio- 
tionary,  gazetteer  or  blue-book." — Boston  Tran»cnpt 

"  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  attain,  without  really  de- 
serving it,  a  lair  reputation  for  truthfulness  and  geaeral 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  Rebellion 
Record  has  acquired  ia  net  oi  this  superficial  eharae* 
ter ;  it  has  been  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  closest 
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i  ipprottchiii^  daxfaiess  made  it  necessary 

t  for  the  ni^bt.      In  the  pursuit  the  Third 

I  Ci^tared  five   pieces  of  artillery.    The 

<»   tiie    oorpa  advanced  with  the  in- 

!  tlM  pursiiit,  and   by  timely  discharges 

the  conTuaion  and  .hastened  the  flight 

Msoff^.     Tbe    <M3rps    bivouacked  eight 

taiva.  Kashville,  ana  within  a  mile  of  the 

Ptea,  w^Mcli  was  under  our  guns. 

daj's  operatiozis  the  enemy  had  been 

from  a  aUroQ^Ijr  intrenched  position  by 

^  and  forced  into  an  indiscriminate  rout. 

i  flight  be    bad    stre^rn  the  ground  with 

K— bayonets,  cartridge-boxes,  blankets, 

material,  all   attesting  the  complete- 

tbe  disorder  to  ixrliicb  he  had  abandoned 

Tbe  ci^tiiree  of  tbe  day  were  fourteen 

r   artillery,    nine  bundred  and    eighty 

,  two  stands   of  colors,  and  thousands 

It   may  be  truthful^  remarked 

bistory  scarcely  affords  a  parallel 

\  eomptete  victory. 

10  A.  M^  of'  tiiG    seventeenth,  instruc- 

ce    received     from    the   commanding 

ipi  tbe  forces  to  move  the  Fourth  corps 

f  SB  practicable  dovrli   the  Franklin  pike 

~    of  tbe   enemy.     At  six  a.  m.,  of  the 

J I  directed  division  commanders  to 

early  as   practicable,  move  rapidly, 

I  enemy  sboold   1>e  overtaken,  to  press 

Tbe  ni^bt  bad  been  rainy  and 

s   dark    and   gloomy.     It  was 

el^bt  A.  M.  l>efore  the  column  was 

bat    it   tlien  advanced  rapidly. 

Jons  of   tbe     commanding  General, 

J  during  tbe  ni^bt,  informed  me  that  the 
f  wenld  move  on  vay  left  during  the  day ; 
bowever,  g^et  to  the  left  before  I 
[  at  ten  a.  m .  X  was  detained  a  short 
Msmittin^  a  portioa  of  the  cavahy  to 
*  front,  wbicb  ^wras  necessary  in  order 
reacb  tbe  position  assi^ed  to  it 
of  mdl^.  ^fter  this  brief  delay  I 
ly  forward,  aod,  although  the  road 
B,p»vy,  reacbed  Franklin  at  1:20  p.  m. 
fine  of  marcb  of"  thfe  day  bore  unmis- 
ee  of  tbe  si^idness  of  the  vic- 
l^a^  acfaiev€>d  and  the  complete- 
root.  The  r-oad  was  strewn  with 
acooutrementaB,  and  blankets. .  The 
destroyed  all  tbe  bridges  over  the 
at  Franklin,  ajad  as  the  rain  of  the 
MEfat  and  that  rooming  had  swollen 
as  to  mak^  »*  impassable  by  in- 
brio^e,  it  was  necessary  to 
tbe  pontoon  train  not  having 
Colonel  Somao,  Kinth  Indiana,  nobly 
t»bnild  the  bridge,  and,  thanks  to 
and  iMenni^,  and  the  industry  of 
ZmkmiMit,  it  was  ready  (though  he 
"^S^ces  in  tbe  way  of  tools,  the 
and  the  stream  was  rising 
corps  at  daylight,  the  morning 
^^^Thie  aervice  was  the  more 
aa  the  more  gratiWng,  as  our 
Ikon  reachii^  the  Harpeth  ear- 
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lier  on  the  seventeenth,  had  been  able  to  ford 
it)  was  sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  rear- 
guard, several  miles  in  front,  and  the  whole 
corps  was  burning  with  impatience  to  get  for- 
ward to  join  in  tbe  conflict  The  corps  was 
puslied  rapidly  across  the  Harpeth,  pressed  for- 
ward, and  marched  eighteen  miles  that  day, 
though  the  road  was  very  heavy  and  many 
crossings  had  to  be  made  over  the  streams. 
Near  nightfall  it  passed  in  front  of  the  cavalry 
and  encamped  a  mile  in  advance  of  it.  The 
weather  was  very  inclement  During  the  night 
of  the  eighteenth  the  rain  poured  down  in  tor- 
rents, and  tlie  morning  brought  no  improvement 
to  the  weather  of  the  night  During  the  night 
I  received  instructions  from  the  commanding 
General  of  the  forces,  informing  me— first,  that 
the  cavalry  then  encamped  in  my  rear  would 
move  at  six  a.  m.,  pass  to^the  front;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  I  should  move  at  eight  a.  m.  '  The 
cavfldry  had  not  all  passed  at  eight  a.  m.,  but  at 
the  appointed  hour  the  corps  was  in  motion. 
The  ram  still  fell  in  torrents,  flood  uig  the  earth 
with  water,  and  rendering  all  movements  off 
the  pike  impossible.  The  head  of  the  column  • 
advanced  three  and  a  half  miles  and  arrived  at 
Rulherford  Greek.  This  is  a  bold  and  rapid 
stream,  usually  fordable,  but  subject  to  rapid 
freshets  ;  and  the  heavy  rains  of  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours  had  swollen  it  beyond  t^e 
possibihty  of  being  crossed  without  bridges. 
To  oonstruct  these  it  was  necessary  we  should 
first  occupy  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream. 
As  the  head  of  the  column  approached  the 
creek  the  hostile  fire  from  the  southern  bank 
was  opened  with  artillery  and  musketry.  To 
clear  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  bank  at  the 
turnpike  crossing  where«  the  bridge  for  tiie  pas- 
Rage  of  the  artillery  and  trains  had  to  be  con- 
structed, it  was  necessary  to  pass  troops  over 
either  above  or  below ;  and  as  the  pontoon  train 
was  not  yet  up,  every  expedient  that  ingenuity 
could  devise  was  resorted  to  to  effect  the  desired 
object  Rafts  were  constructed  and  launched, 
but  the  ciurrent  was  so  rapid  that  they  were  un- 
manageable. Huge  forest  trees,  growing  near 
the  margin  of  the  stream,  were  felled  athwart 
the  stream,  with  the  hope  of  spanning  it  in  this 
way  and  getting  some  riflemen  over ;  but  the 
creek  was  so  rapid  and  the  flood  so  deep  that 
these  huge  trees  of  the  forest  were  swept  away 
by  the  resistless  torrent  In  these  eflbrts  was 
passed  one  of  the  most  dreary,  uncomfortable, 
and  inclement  days  I  remember  to  have  passed 
in  the  course  of  nineteen  years'  and  a  half  of 
active  field  service.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  some 
dismounted  cavalry  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
creek  on  the  ruins  of  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
drove  off  the  enemy  from  its  southern  bank. 
During  the  night  and  the  early  forenoon  of  the 
foUowmg  day  (the  twentieth)  two  bridges  for 
infantry  were  constructed  across  the  stream, 
one  at  the  turnpike  crossing,  by  Colonel  Op- 
dycke's  brigade  of  the  Second  division,  and  the 
other  by  General  Grose's,  of  the  First  division. 
So  soon  as  these  were  completed  the  in£emtry  of 
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the  corps  were  passed  over,  inarched  three 
miles,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  north- 
ern bank  of  Duck  River. 

During  the  night  of  the  twentieth  the  weather 
became  bitterly  cold.  Wetlnesday,  the  twenty- 
first,  operations  were  suspended,  and  the  corps 
remained  quietly  in  camp,  as  the  pontoon  train, 
detained  by  the  swollen  streams,  the  inclement 
weather,  and  the  miserable  condition  of  the 
roads,  had  not  been  able  to  get  to  the  front. 
The  day  was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  rest  which 
the  conmiand  gained  by  lying  in  ctoip  was 
much  needed  after  their  arduous  and  laborious 
service  of  the  many  preceding  days.  During 
the  night  of  the  twenty-first,  between  midnight 
and  daylight,  the  pontoon  train  came  up  and  re- 
ported. I  had,  as  early  as  the  evening  of  the 
twentieth,  encamped  a  brigade  (the  First  bri- 
gade lof  the  Third/  division  Colonel  Streight, 
commanding)  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  re^y 
to  lay  down  the  bridge  the  very  earliest  mo- 
ment that  it  could  be  done.  So  soon  as  it  was 
light  enough  to  work,  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-eeco]^d,  a  sufficient  number  of  pontoons 
(they  were  canvas)  were  put  together  to  throw 
across  the  river  a  detachmept  of  the  Fifty-first 
Indiana  to  clear  the  opposite  bank  of  the  enemy. 
The  service  was  handsomely  performed  by  the 
detachment,  and  quite  a  number  of  prisoners 
was  the  result  of  the  operations.  So  soon  as 
the  opposite  bank  was  cleared  of  the  enemy, 
Colonel  Streight  commenced  to  lay  down  the 
brittge,  and  completed  the  work  with  celerity ; 
though,  owing  to  the  inexperience  of  the  troops 
in  such  service,  and  the  extreme  coldness  of  the 
weather,  more  time  was  consumed  in  doing  it 
than  could  have  been  desired.  So  soon  as  the 
bridge  was  completed,  passed  over  the  infantry 
of  the  corps ;  and  durine  the  time  which*  inter- 
vened before  the  hour  designated  by  the  com- 
manding General  for  the  cavalry  to  oommence 
crossing,  succeeded  in  getting  over  most  of  the 
artiUery,  and  a  sufficiency  of  the  ammunition 
and  baggage  trains,  to  permit  the  corps  to  con- 
tinue uie  pursuit  A^r  crossing  the  river  I 
moved  the  corps  a  mile  out  of  the  town  of  Colum- 
bia, which  stands  on  the  southern  bank  of  the 
river,  and  encamped  it  for  the  remainder  of  the 
niglit  During  the  evem'ng  of  the  twenty-second, 
-the  commanding  General  informed  me  that  he 
wislied  the  pursuit  continued  by  the  Fourth 
corps  and  the  cavalry  conjointly,  so  soon  as'  the 
•cavalry  had  crossed  the  river ;  t^at  he  wished 
the  Fourth  corps  to  press  down  the  turnpike 
road, and  the  cavahy  to  move  through  the  coimtry 
-on  either  side  the  corps.  Friday,  the  twenty- 
third,  I  rested  near  Columbia,  waiting  for  the 
.cavalry  to  complete  its  passage  of  Duck  River, 
till  midday,  when,  the  cavalry  not  being  yet 
•over,  I  informed  the  commanding  General  I 
would  move  the  corps  a  few  miles  to  the  front 
tliat  afternoon,  encamp  for  the  night,  and  wait 
the  following  morning  for  the  cavalry  to  move 
out,  with  which,  as  sdreadystated,  I  had  been 
instructed  to  co-operate.  While  at  Duck  River 
twe  learned  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  several 


pieces  of  artillery  into  the  river,  being  unable 
to  get  them  across.  We  also  learned  that  bit 
rear  guard  was  composed  of  all  the  organized 
infantry  that  could  be  drawn  from  his  army, 
which  was  plaoed  under  the  command  of  G^th 
end  Walthall,  and  his  cavalry,  commanded  by 
G^eral  Forrest 

After  advancing  some  five  miles  soutii  of 
Columbia,  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-third,^ 
head  of  the  corps  came  on  a  party  of  the  enemy 
posted  advantageously  in  a -gap,  through  wbid 
the  highway  passed,  with  enclosing  heights  on 
either  side.  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Kim- 
ball, commanding  the  leading  division,  to  deploy 
two  regiments  as  skirmishers,  to  bring  Bp  a 
section  of  artillery,  and  with  this  force  to  ad- 
vance and  dfslodee  the  enemy  from  the  pass. 
The  service  was  handsomelv  and  quickly  per- 
formed. One  captain  of  cavalry  and  one  private 
certainly  killed,  and  four  privates  captured, 
were  among  the  known  casualties  to  the  enemy. 
It  being  now  nearly  niehtfall,  the  corps  waa 
halted  to  await  the  completion  of  the  crossii]; 
of  the  cavalry.  On  the  following  morning,  the 
twenty-fourth,  I  was  detained  tUl  twelve  i. 
waiting  for  the  cavalry  to  come  up  and  move 
out  Shortly  after  the  cavalry  had  passed  out 
through  my  camp.  Brevet  Major-Greneral  Wiboa 
sent  me  a  message  to  the  effect  that  he  bad 
found  the  ground  so  soft  that  he  could  not 
operate  off  the  turnpike,  and  begging  that  I 
would  not  become  impatient  at  the  delay  be 
was  causing  in  the  movement  of  my  cominaiid. 
At  twelve  m.  the  road  was  free  of  the  cavalry, 
when  the  corps  was  put  in  motion,  and  marched 
sixteen  miles  that  afternoon,  and  encamped  two 
miles  south  of  Linnville. 

During  all  this  period  of  the  pursuit,  ^  ^^ 
deed  to  the  end  of  it,  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy  ofiered  slight  resistence.  and  generally 
fled  at  the  mere  presence  of  our  troops. 

Sunday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  the  coq 
followed  closely  on  the  Jieels  of  the  caval 
passed  through  Pulaski,  from  which  the  cava 
had  rapidly  driven  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  a 
encamped  for  the  night  flix  miles  from  the  ti 
in  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road.  The  corps  march^ 
sixteen  miles  on  the  twenty-fifth,  the  last  t 
miles  on  a  road  next  to  impracticable,  from  ' 
dep^h  of  the  mud.  As  we  could  not  have  i 
use  of  the  turnpike  further  south  than  Pulasl^ 
I  ordered  all  the  artillery  of  the  corps,  but  fo^ 
batteries,  to  be  left  at  Pulaski,  using  the  bon 
of  the  batteries  left  to  increase  the  horses 
the  pieces  taken  with  the  command  to  eigl 
and  of  the  caissons  to  ten  horses  each.  1  al 
ordered  that  only  a  hmited  number  of  ammU 
tion  wagons,  carrying  but  ten  boxes  ea< 
should  accompany  the  command.  These 
rangements  were  necessary,  on  account  of  i 
condition  of  the  road  on  which  the  enemy  b 
retreated. 

Wi  til  out  extra  teams  to  the  artillery  carriag 
and  lightening  the  usual  load  of  an  ammo 
tion  wagon,  it  would  have  been  impracticai 
to  get  the  vehicles  along ;  a  vigorous  purs 
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voold  have  been  impossible.  These  disposi- 
lioDB  were  reported  to  the  commandiDg  Qen- 
«iL  He  directed  me  to  follow  the  cavafary  and 
■pport  it  The  pnrsait  was  continued,  with  all 
fombk  celerity,  to  Lexington,  Alabama,  thirty 
waki  sooth  of  PolaskL  Six  miles  southof  Lexing- 
Uk  Brevet  Major-General  Wilson  learned  cer- 
tainly, on  the  twenty-eighth,  that  the  rear  of  the 
mmj  had  crossed  the  river  on  the  twenty- 
•fcnth,  and  that  his  bridge  was  taken  up  on 
lb  momisg  of  the  twenty-eighth.  These  feu^ts 
vtre  reported  to  the  conmianding  Oeueral,  who 
vdcred  that  the  pursait  be  discontinued.  To 
coDtiDiie  it  fnr&er  at  that  time,  besides  being 
wkmj  even  if  possible,  was  really  imnossible. 
tf  the  pursuit  it  may  l>e  truly  remarked  that  it 
ii  vithont  a  parallel  in  this  war.  It  was  con- 
§nsd  for  more  than  a  hundred  miles,  at  the 
[kott  inclement  season  of  the  year,  over  a  road  the 
Ifhole  of  which  was  bad,  and  thirty  miles  of  which 
ivere  wretched  almost  beyond  description.  It 
*ire  aoffcely  an  h>-perbole  to  say  that  the  road 
!Ibb  Pobaki  to  Lexington  was  bottomless  when 
|*t  paieed  over  it  It  was  strewn  with  the 
jireckg  of  wsgons,  artillery  carriages,  and  other 
jMerial,  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  his  flight 
'  Ihe  corps  remained  two  days  at  Lexington, 
orders.  On  the  thirtieth  December, 
tions  were  received  to  take  post  at  this 
On  the  thirty-first^  the  corps  macphod 
Bk  River,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  The 
tnr  being  too  swollen  to  ford,  two  days  were 

Et  in  bridging  it.  Colonel  Suman,  Ninth 
ua,  and  Major  Watson,  Seventy-fifth  Illi- 
fca,  wing  the  pioneers  of  the  corps  as  laborers 
fed  meciumics,  built  a  substantial  trestle-bridge 
fcte  hnndred  and  nine  feet  long,  over  which 
•b  corps,  with  its  artillery  and  wagons,  safely 
^»1.  Hk  River  was  crossed  on  the  third  of 
fcitry,  and  on  the  fifth  the  corps  encamped  in 
le  Ticiirity  of  this  pkce. 

Tbis  WM  closed,  for  the  Fourth  corps,  one  of 
■6  most  remarkable  campaigns  of  the  war. 
mt  ec«ny,  superior  in  ntim})er8,  had  been 
J»eo  by  assault,  in  utter  rout  and  demoraliza- 
hi,  from  strongly-intrenched  positions,  pur- 
Jrinore  tiiai)  a  hnndred  miles,  and  forced  to 
■nw  the  Tennessee  River.  By  actual  cap- 
fceon  the  6eld  of  battle,  and  by  abandonment 
ilait^t,the  enemy  lost  three  fourths  of  his 
iOoj;in  prisoners  taken  from  him,  by  deser- 
ttd  in  kiUed  and  woimded,  his  force  was 
diminished  fifteen  thousand;  and  his 
in  small  arms,  ammunition,  and  oth^r  ma- 
I  of  war,  was  enormous.  From  an  organized 
fy.  beleaguering  the  capital  of  Tennessee,  the 
W  been  beaten  into  a  disorganized  mass — 
*o«  rabble.  The  Fourth  corps  captured 
ive  pieces  of  artillery,  foiu:  stands  of 
tnd  of  small  arms  a  large  number,  of 
however,  no  accurate  account  could  be 
« the  pursuit  was  conunenced  early  the 
of  the  seventeen^  Of  the  artillery 
.  *  wneteen  pieces  were  taken  by  assault 
5*  enemy's  works.  The  corps  captured  one 
'  and  eleven  commissioued  officers  and 


eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates.  The  casualties  bf 
the  corps  amounted  to— officers  killed,  nineteen ; 
officers  wounded,  fifty-five;  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  killed,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  ;  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates wounded,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

For  the  more  minute  details  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  troops  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in 
the  pursuit,  I  most  respectfully  refer  the  com- 
manding General  to  the  reports  of  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  commanders.  And  for 
the  special  mention  of  numerous  acts  of  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  I  must  ako  refer  him 
to  their  reports.  I  desire  to  commend  to  the 
consideration  of  the  commanding  General  the 
skill  and  intelligence  etiiiced  by  the  division 
conmianders,  Brigadier-G^enerals  Kimball,  Elliott 
and  Beatty,  in  the  handling  of  their  conmiands, 
and  for  the  personal  gaDantry  displayed  by 
them  on  the  field  of  battle.  Their  services  en- 
title them  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  and  to 
the  most  kindly  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment The  division  commanders*  mention  the 
services  of  the  brigade  commanders,  and  of  the 
brigade  staff  offibcers.  From  the  verv  best  op- 
portunity of  observing,  I  can  truly  bear  testi- 
mony, and  I  do  it  with  the  highest  satisfaction, 
to  the  soldierly — in  truth,  splendid  conduct  of 
the  whole  corps  in  all  the  conflicts  of  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth ;  have  never  seen  troops 
behave  better  on  any  battle-field.  To  the  mem- 
bers of  my  staff",  Lieutenant-Colonel  FuUerton, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Greenwood,  Assistant  Inspeo- 
tor-Genei^ ;  Major  Sinclair,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Major  Dawson,  Fifteenth  Ohio  volun- 
teers. Chief  of  Outposts  and  Pickets;  First 
Lieutenant  George  Shaffer,  Ninety-third  Ohio 
volunteers,  and  First  Lieutenant  C.  D.  Hammer, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fomrth  Ohio  volun- 
teers ;  Aides-de-Camp  Captain  Stansbury,  Nine- 
teenth regulars,  Conunissary  of  Musters ;  Captain 
Kaldenbaugh,  Provost  Marshal ;  and  Lieutenant 
Kennedy,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector,  I  owe 
many  thanks  for  the  zealous,  intelligent  and  gal- 
lant manner  in  which  they  performed  their 
duties,  both  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  the 
long  and  arduous  pursuit 

I  commend  them  to  the  favorable  considerar 
tion  of  my  seniors  in  rank,  and  to  the  govern- 
ment Major  Goodspeed,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
rendered  the  most  valuable  service  on  both  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth.  A  battery  was  never 
required  in  anv  position  that  it  was  not 
promptly  put  there.  The  officers  of  all  the 
batteries  engaged  behaved  with  great  gallantry, 
as  did  their  men.  The  artillery  practice  on 
both  those  days  was  splendid.  Surgeon  Heard, 
Medical  Director ;  Surgeon  Bromley,  Medical  In- 
spector;, and  Captain  To wsley.  Chief  of  Ambu- 
lances, performed  their  duties  most  satisfactorily. 
Ample  preparations  had  been  made  in  advance 
for  the  wounded,  and  himiane  and  efficient  care 
was  promptly  rendered  them.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hayes,  Chief  Quartermaster,  and  Captain 
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Hodgdon,  Chief  Commissary,  performed  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  departments  in  a  satjjB- 
factory  manner.  To  the  oflScers  of  every  grade, 
and  to  the  brave,  but  nameless  men  in  the  ranks, 
my  grateful  thanks  for  the  cheerful,  gallant,  and 
effective  manner  in  which  every  duty  was  per- 
formed, are  due,  and  are  hereby  officially  ren- 
dered. 

I  am.  General, 

Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Wood, 
Brigadier-General  yolonteers,  commanding. 

BRIOADIEB^iENEIUL  GROSE'S  BBPOBT. 

Hbadqitartbs  Thibd  BmajiDB,  Fast  Drvisiox,  Fouxm ) 
CoRPa,  HmravuiMf  Ala.,  Janoary  6, 1866.     / 

Captain : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  battles  at  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  on  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  De- 
cember, 1864  Pursuant  to  orders  from  divi- 
sion commander,  I  moved  my  brigade  from  its 
position  in  front  of  Nashville,  near  the  Franklin 
pike,  to  the  right  of  the  Hilsboro  pike.  Six 
regiments  marcned  with  me  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth.  The  Seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania,  being  on  picket,  followed  as  soon 
as  relieved.  My  effective  force  was  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety.  The  order  of  bat- 
tle was  to  be  by  divisions  in  echelon,  forward 
on  the  right  My  brigade  was  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  Hilsboro  pike,  and  in  front  of 
Our  fortifications  surrounding  the  city;  the 
Second  division  of  the  Fourth  corps  on  my 
right,  the  First  brigade  of  our  division  on 
my  left.  Of  my  command,  the  Eighty-fourth 
Illinois,  the  Eightieth  Illinois,  and  Ninth  Indi- 
ana, were  in  the  front  line,  from  right  to  left, 
in  the  order  named ;  the  Seventy-fifth  Illinois, 
Thirtieth,  and  Eighty-fourth  Indiana,  in  the 
second  line.  The  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylva- 
nia, when  relieved  from  picket,  came  up  in  xe- 
Berve.  The  lines  of  the  enemy  ran  at  right  an- 
gles with  the  Franklin  and  Granny  White  pikes, 
and  continued  in  the  same  direction  on  to  a  hill 
near  to  the  left  of  the  Hilsboro  pike,  where  it 
made  an  angle  obliquely  to  the  rear,  fronting 
the  Hilsboro  pike,  and  covering  well  his  Iqu, 
flank  of  his  main  line.  My  position  was  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  angle,  as  above  described, 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Tne  Sixteenth  corps,  on 
the  right  of  our  corps,  which  was  to  move  for- 
ward in  echelon  to  us,  had  much  further  to 
move  and  skirmish  over  more  ground  than  we, 
before  reaching  the  enemy's  main  line ;  hence  the 
forenoon  was  used  in  the  Sixteenth  corps 
swinging  around  and  driving  in  the  outer  lines  of 
the  enemy  so  as  to  meet  his  main  lines  at  the 
same  time  our  corps  would,  in  a  general  ad- 
vance. Upon  an  mtervening  ridge,  half  way 
distant  from  where  my  lines  were  fonqed  and 
the  enemv's  main  lines,  were  his  lines  of  out- 
posts, and  about  six  hundred  yards  from  where 
we  formed.  At  about  noon  our  corps  lines 
moved  forward  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  out- 


posts ;  my  front  line  capturing  several  prison, 
era  and  sustaining  soma  loss,  mosdy  from  artil- 
lery. We  occupiel  the  ridge  that  had  been  ia 
possession  of  the  enemy,  with  our  skirmishira 
well  advanced  down  the  further  slope.  Whik 
in  this  position  I  suggested  to  the  corpa  coii' 
mander  that  if  another  intervening  eminencs  to 
the  left  of  my  command,  and  in  front  of  Colon^ 
Kerby's  brigads,  was  carrie.i,  and  the  enemji 
outposts  driven  therefrom,  I  thought  I  ooaJd 
then  advance  over  the  valley  in  my  front  aod 
ascend  the  hill,  and  cirry  the  enemy's  main  \m 
and  his  artillery,  that  had  been  dealing  roaghl; 
with  us.  The  corps  commander  said  it  ^odd 
be  done.  In  a  few  minutes  thereafter  I  received 
directions  from  the  division  commander  to  li 
vanoe,  in  conjunction  with  Cjbiiel  Kerby's  bri- 
gade, on  my  left,  which  was  then  comiijnciM 
to  move.  I  sound  id  the  forward,  and  aivanofl 
my  front  line  down  the  slope,  over  hedges  aal 
stone  fences,  across  a  narrow  vail ev,  and  t>  i 
large  stone  fence  at  the  bas3  of  tha  enem/i 
hill,  about  four  hunlred  yards  from  his  mia 
works  and  battery  in  the  an^le,  as  I  have  abon 
described.  Cobnel  Kerby's  brigale  advaaced 
equally  as  far.  Ths  division  on  inv  right  did  not 
come  up  until  some  time  after.  Some  time  vai 
consumed  in  this  position  in  preparing  for  the 
assault,  our  skirmiahers  gradually  crawliiu;  op 
the  hilL  In  this  position  my  two  left  regimenti 
in  tfte  front  lin^  nad  crosaed  and  lay  to  the  left 
of  the  Hdsboro  pike.  At  about  four  o'clock  the 
corps  and  division  commanders,  I  think,  wsn 
on  the  lines  to  the  left  I  discovered  prei>«^ 
ations  for  the  advance  in  that  direction,  and  the 
lines  began  to  move.  I  ordered  the  forward, 
and  the  whole  lines  from  rizht  to  left,  as  farii 
I  could  see,  advanced  rapidly.  The  Ei^jhti^ 
Illinois,  my  centre  regiment,  struck  the  enem/i 
works  at  the  angle,  the  Eighty-fourth  Illioois  to 
the  right,  and  the  Ninth  Indiana  to  the  left  Tfii 
struggle  was  soon  over,  tie  enemy  routei, 
leaving  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  prij 
oners  m  this  part  of  their  works.  My  two  left 
regiments,  without  further  orders,  and  wiAoat 
stopping  to  count  their  trophias  or  captaro, 
pursued  the  fleeing  enemy  beyond  hie  worki 
about  six  hundred  yards,  and  was  anxious  for 
further  pursuit  It  was  now  nightfall;  ^ 
formed  and  readjusted  our  lin3S,  and  atteropted 
pursuit;  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Granny  Wiiito 

{)ike,  moving  along  the  enemy's  works  to  tha 
eft  and  east,  when  the  darkness  prevented  f'^* 
ther  iBovements,  and  we  threw  up  some  worki 
at  our  front  lines  and  rested  for  the  night  At 
daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  I  wis 
permitted  and  moved  my  command  to  the  bonU 
crossed  a  creek,  and  occupied  the  abandoned 
works  of  the  enemy  to  the  right  of  the  Frank- 
lin pike.  Skirmishing  was  now  going  onu 
front  We  soon  advanced  to  another  abandoned 
line  of  works ;  and  after  considerable  mo^ 
about  near  the  pike,  and  the  position  of  the 
enemy  being  ascertained,  I  was  directed,  and 
near  noon  Kirmed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the 
Second  division  of  our  corps,  and  some  distaooe 
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#  the  i%ht  of  the  pike,  and  on  the  left  of  the 

im^nd  brigade  of  our  division ;  the  Seventy- 

iKi  DlinoiB,£ightj-fourth  Indiana,  and  Seventy- 

«fentb  Peiin8)'Ivania  in  the  front  line,  from 

^  to  left,  in  the  order  named ;  the  £ighty- 

ivth  minois  and  Ninth  Indiana  in  the  second 

the  Eightieth  Illinois  and  Thirtieth  Indi- 

in  the  third  line.    The  enemy's  lines  were 

in  plain  view,  and  skirmishing  and  artillery 

;  were  briskly  going  on.    The  ground  to 

front  was  open ;  mostly  a  farm,  with  a  ravine 

Binj  obliquely  across  my  front  to  the  left, 

id  vhich  I  had  to  cross  before  reaching  the 

■eoij's  lines.    A  little  after  noon  the  advance 

■H  "Tdered,  and  the  whole  line  moved  as  far 

bl  ci>ald  see  either  way.     We  soon  drove  in 

foem/g  skirmishers  to  their  outposts,  or 

works,  and  assaulted  and  ctirricd  them.   On 

thwe  works  I  discovered  the  Second 

in  to  my  left,  moving  beyond  towards  the 

line  of  the  enemy's  works,  wliich  was 

four  hundred  3rards  to  my  front    I  also 

"  the  forward,  but  as  I  was  starting  I 

ered  the  line  to  my  right  was  not  mov- 

atJ  I  halted  my  two  right  regiments,  seeing 

conid  not  advance  alone  without  a  severe 

fire  upon  them.     The  left  regiment,  Sev- 

^«venth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Hose,  moved 

l»inl  on  the  right  of  tlie  Second  division  to 

ftiL  a  few  paces  of  the  enemy's  main  works. 

fc  Second  division    being  repulsed.  Colonel 

be  s  r^hnent  also  fell  back  to  tjje  first  line 

fefrl  which  we  strengthened  and  maintained 

ite  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  main  line. 

fe  were  now  safely  in  this  position  and  ready 

r  lui  ther  naove.  Near  foiur  o'clock  the  fighting 

»  very  severe  for  to  our  right,  and  it  was- 

jwreiid  that  our  forces  had  tiumed  the  rebel 

k,aD(l  was  **  rolling  "  them.    The  assault  was 

ie  Qp  from  right  to  left  all  along  our  lines. 

front  moved  in  conjunction  with  the  lines 

aj  right     The  engagement  now  became 

The  enemy's  lines  were  soon  earned, 

BOBJ  prisoners,  and  all  his  artillery  that 

in  his  works.  The  scene  was  magnificent — 

^aadest  I  have  beheld  during  the  war. 

<rf  thQ  enemy  in  my  front  were  captured, 

three  pieces  of  artillery.     The  enemy's 

were  strewn  with  arms, accoutrements, 

P  equipage.    The  officers  of  the  three 


front  regiments,  with  many  private  soldiers,  led 
the  van,  cheering  onward,  as  did  those  who  fol- 
lowed in  the  rear  lines. 

Lamented  Adjutant  Gregory,  Eighty-fourth 
Indiana,  fell  when  within  about  one  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  from  an  artillery 
oall  or  shell,  while  pressing  forward  and  en- 
cotiragine  his  regiment  May  kind  remem- 
brances follow  him. 

My  brigade  moved  forward  of  all  other 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  Franklin  pike,  so 
that  my  skirmishers  covered  the  mountain  pass 
at  Brentwood  at  nightfall,  where  we  rested  for 
the  night  Early  next  morning  the  pursuit  was 
continued — ^my  brigade  in  front.  Our  forces 
continued  to  press  5ie  enemy  until  his  remain- 
der, not  killed,  wounded,  or  captured,  had 
crossed  the  Tennessee  River,  about  one  hundred 
and  ten  miles  from  Nashville.  We  pursued 
under  bad  weather,  over  bad  roads,  and  with 
great  fatigue  and  hard  labor  to  the  command, 
to  Lexington,  Alabama;  from  thence  to  this 
place  (Huntsville). 

The  regimental  commanders.  Colonel  Bennett, 
Colonel  Rose,  Colonel  Suman,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Morton,  Major  Taylor,  Captain  Lawton,  and 
Captain  Cunningham,  wiUi  their  officers  and 
men,  have  my  grateful  thanks  for  their  willing 
obedience  to  orders,  their  brave  and  efficient 
execution  of  every  duty  upon  the  battle-field 
and  during  the  campaign. 

My  command  routed  the  enemy  from  his  lines 
and  positions,  containing  seven  pieces  of  artil- 
lery :  four  on  the  first  and  three  on  the  second 
days ;  capturing  a  large  number  of  small  arms, 
with  twelve  captains,  twenty-three  lieutenants, 
and  six  hundred  and  six  enlisted  men  prisoners, 
as  shown  by  copies  of  vouchers  heVeto  attached. 
It  is  hoped  that  credit  will  not  be  given  or 
claimed  for  prisoners,  without  vouchers.  The 
trophies  captured  are  shown  by  separate  spe- 
cial reports  from  regiments,  and  have  been  for- 
warded. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  staff  officers,  and  non- 
commissioned staff,  for  their  interest  manifested 
in  the  action  and  welfare  of  the  command,  and 
their  prompt  and  efficient  service  on  the  battle- 
field and  during  the  march. 

The  following  table  shows  the  casualties  in 
the  command,  viz. : 
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I  miss  the  gallant  young  officer,  Lieutenant 
Parrott,  Seventy-fifth  filinois,  one  of  my  Aides, 
who  fell  in  the  second  day's  battle,  badly 
wounded  in  the  thigh. 

Whilst  I  rejoice  Siat  the  number  of  casualties 
is  not  large,  yet  I  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  such 
excellent  and  brave  soldiers.  Lieutenant  Bald- 
win, Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  an  excellent 
and  brave  young  officer,  fell  in  the  second  day's 
battle,  at  his  post,  and  died  as  heroes  die. 

For  further  particulars  of  the  part  taken  by 
each  regiment  respectively,  reference  is  made 
to  reports  of  regimental  commanders  herewith 
forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  Grosk, 
Brigadier-General,  oommandlng. 

Frank  Bixoham, 

Oaptain,  and  A.  A.  A.  Gen. 


Doo.  18. 


REGULAB  AND  VOLUNTEER  FORCES. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  Decem- 
ber fourth,  1861,  Mr.  Wilkinson  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained  leave,  to  bring  in 
'the  following  bill,*which  was  read  twice,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflGairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

A  BILL, 

7b  abolish  the  distinction  now  eanstina  between 

the  regular  and  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 

States. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  all 
officers,  non-pommissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  volunteer  regiments  or  corps 
now  in  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  period  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  or 
who  mav  hereafter  enter  the  said  service  for 
said  period,  shall  hereafter  have  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  benefits  hereafter  granted  to  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  said  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates  of  volunteers,  shall 
form,  and  be  hereafter  considered,  a  part  of  the 
regular  army  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
such  volunteer  regiments  of  foot  shall  be  con- 
sidered regiments  of  infantry,  and  shall  be  num- 
bered in  the  same  series  as  the  (19)  regular 
regiments  of  infantry  now  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  the  oldest  of  such  volunteer 
regiments  of  infantry  to  be  called  the  (20th) 
United  States  infietntry;  tlie  next  oldest  the 
{21st),  and  so  on  until  all  such  regiments  now 
in  service,  and  that  may  hereafter  come  into 
service,  be  numbered  in  the  same  series. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
such  volunteer  regiments  of  cavalry  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  be  niunbered  in  the 


same  series  with  the  (6)  regular  raiments  of 
cavalry  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  the  third  section  of 
this  act  for  tiie  regiments  of  infantry. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
such  volunteer  regiments  of  artillery  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  be  numbered  in 
the  same  series  witl^  the  (5)  regular  regiments 
of  artillery  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act  for  the  regiments  of  inlkitrj. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furuer  enacted.  That 
promotions  shall  hereafter  be  made  as  thej 
have  been  heretofore  made,  except  that  no  re- 
gard shall  be  had  to  the  fact  that  the  vacancy 
to  be  filled  is  in  an  old  or  a  new  regiment  or 
that  the  officer  to  be  promoted  belongs  to  in 
old  or  a  new  regiment 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  conunissions  given  by  Governors  of  States 
to  such  volunteer  officers  shall  be  considered 
the  same  as  if  given  by  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  the  officers  holding  them 
shall  take  rank  according  to  the  date  of  encb 
commission. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aH 
vacancies  hereafter  occurring  in  said  volim- 
teer  regiments  shall  be  filled  by  the  President 
according  to  existing  laws  and  regulationB  for 
the  government  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
laws,  reguJaflons,  articles  of  war,  or  parts  the^^  I 
of,  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  thia  act, 
be,  and  the  same  axe  hereby  repealed. 

.  On  the  seventeenth  of  December,  reported  this 
bill  without  amendment,  and  accompanied  it 
with  the  following  adverse  report : 

The  Chmmittee  on  MUiiary  AWairs  and  At 
MUiiiay  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  biU,*'lo 
abolish  the  distinction  now  existing  between  the 
regular  and  volunteer  forces  of  the  Unittd 
States"  having  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion^ report: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  carefol 
attention  which  its  great  importance  •seemed  to 
demand  at  their  hands.  The  object  of  the  bill 
is  clearly  set  forth  in  its  title.  It  propoaes  a 
radical  change  in  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, wlftch,  in  the  present  condition  of  affiuis, 
is  almost  the  sole  reliance  of  the  country.  A 
change  so  sweeping  as  the  abrogation  of  the 
line  between  the  regular  and  volunteer  systems 
of  military  service,  would,  even  in  the  most 
ordinary  and  peaceful  times,  have  been  fraught 
with  the  gravest  consequences,  and  would  have 
arrested  uie  attention,  ^  it  had  not  excited  tbe 
alarm,  of  the  whole  country.  At  this  momeot, 
with  over  half  a  million  of  new  troops  in  the 
field,  drawn  thither  from  civil  pursuits,  and,  aa 
a  mass,  without  previous  knowledge  of  the  bufli- 
ness  of  arms — a  vast  body,  imperfect  yet  in 
drill,  and  greatljr  wanting  in  discipline— it  seems  | 
to  your  committee  the  least  propitious  of  all 
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I  to  itiempt  fhe  introdnction  of  any  radical 
ge  affocting:  the  character  and  organization 
<tf  tiie  milituy  forces  of  the  republic. 

lite  committee  are  free  to  confess,  therefore, 
Ifat  leaving  out  of  account  all  considerations 
iDBduDg  w  constitutional  right  and  power  of 
Cbngress  involyed,  the  mere  object  of  the  bill 
ii  one  which  thej  could  not  commend  at  the 
ftetent  joncture,  except  upon  grounds  of  the 
Bost  iir^Dt  and  immfaient  necessity ;  and,  in 
Hm  opinion  of  the  committee,  no  such  necessity 
■mr  ezisti,  nor  is  any  likely  to  exist  in  the  f u- 

FMRsg,  howerer,  from  the  consideration  of 
flie  object  of  the  bill  to  its  subject  matter,  the 
committee  find  serious  grounds  of  objection  to 
a,  botii  in  respect  of  its  unconstitutionality  and 
its  inexpediency.  No  fact  is  more  clearly  de- 
^■dble  from  the  Constitution  than  this,  that 
frere  should  always  exist  in  the  country  two 
^feent  and  distinct  classes  of  military  organi- 
«ii<ffl0:  the  one,  a  permanent  organization  to  be 
aimd,  supported,  armed,  and  disciplined  by, 
Bd  to  belong  to,  and  represent,  the  whole 
rsioD,  as  a  Federal  army ;  the  other,  a  temporary 
cguiiation,  to  be  raised  by  the  respective 
States,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  public  dan* 
ftf,  in  the  obstruction  of  the  laws,  the  raising 
«f  insmrrections,  and  the  fact  of  invasions,  bhould 
lecessiiate  the  use  of  a  larger  force  than  that 
possessed  by  the  Federal  Government,  to  be 
caDed  into  being  only  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
nofis,  to  preserve  their  distinct  character  as 
vdimteers  or  militiamen  during  Ibe  term  of 
ikir  service,  and  to  be  disbanded  again  when 
Ik  occasion  which  called  them  forth  had  passed 
■way. 

Ihe  absolute  and  continually  existing  neces- 
aitj  of  an  army  to  maintain  the  power  and  dig- 
Btj  of  the  nation ;  the  constitutional  prohibition 
te  *ft9  State  thaH,  without  ike  consent  of  Con- 
juas,"  **i»g>  troops  /"  and  the  express  authority 
pitted  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress,  **(o 
faue tad st^port  armies"  are  sJl  connrmatory, 
bejowi  question,  of  the  nght,  power,  and  dutv 
tf  die  Government  to  maintain  a  regular  stand- 
iig  amy  as  a  Federal  establishment ;  while  the 
dmes  of  the  Constitution  which  provide  for 
* oa&a^  forth  the  militia"  and  for  their  arming, 
disaphne,  and  governance  by  Congress,  in  "  re- 
•BTYuig  %o  the  States,  respectively,  the  cqfjmnU 
mat^  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  train- 
ag"  tbem,  while  "empbyed  in  the  service  of 
fte  United  States,"  mark  the  latter  as  a  funda- 
me&taDy  separate  and  distihct  organization,  and 
<*e  which  cannot,  tuder  the  Constitution,  be 
aQ%iB»ted  with,  and  made  a  part  of,  the 
tteakranny. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  the  opinion 
(^  as  the  volunteers  were  recruited  under 
8^  authority,  and  constitute  a  part  of  tlie 
Bitia  system  of  the  country,  the  clause  of  the 
Ul  which  provides  that  the  **  officers,  nun-com- 
Mioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of 
*BliBteerB  shall  form,  aiid  hereafter  be  con- 
■dered,a  part  of  the  regular  army  of  ^e  United 


States,"  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
cannot  become  law.  The  provision  of  the  bill 
above  recited,  and  which  embodies  its  whole 
substance,  being  thus,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  violative  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  they  would  be  justified,  per- 
haps, in  closing  their  report,  at  this  point,  with 
a  recommendation  that  the  bill  do  not  pass ;  but 
they  find,  on  examination,  that  the  details  of  the 
bill  are  as  objectionable  as  its  general  features. 

The  sixth  section  provides  "  that  the  commis- 
sions given  by  Governors  of  States  to  such  volun- 
teer officers  shall  be  considered  the  same  as  if 
given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  officers  holding  them  shall  take  rank  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  such  commissions."  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
interposes  an  obstacle  against  such  officers  being 
"  considered  "  officers  of  the  regular  army  by 
any  such  process.  The  second  clause  of  tho 
second  section  of  Article  II.  of  the  Constitution, 
provides  that  the  "President  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public 
ministers,  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointments  are  not  oihenoise  provide 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law."  It 
is  further  provided,  that  "Congress  may,  bv 
law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferUyr  oflS- 
cers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments/' No  one  who  considers  the  subject  will 
assume  that  officers  of  the  army  belong  to  that 
"inferior"  class  specified  in  the  latter  clause, 
whose  appointment  can  vest  solely  in  the  Presi^ 
dent  On  the  contrary,  a  uniform  interpreta- 
tion has  been  given  to  both  these  clauses  by 
Congress  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  according  to  that  interpretation,  all 
officers  of  the  rank,  dignity,  and  responsibility 
of  officers-  of  the  regular  army,  have  been  held 
to  belong  to  that  higher  grade  specified  in  the 
first  of  these  clauses,  whose  appointment  could 
only  be  constitutionally  made  "  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 

The  seventh  section  of  the  bill  provides 
*'  that  all  vacancies  hereafter  occurring  in  said 
volunteer  regiments  shall  be  filled  by  the  Pres- 
ident, according  to  existing  laws  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  Army  of  tne 
Unit^  States.  This  section  is  open  to  the 
same  objection  as  the  preceding  one ;  for,  while 
the  Constitution  (section  8,  article  1)  gives  Con- 
gress the  power  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 
and  "  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  parts 
of  tliem  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,"  the  right  of  "  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  offi/cers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  mUitia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress,"  is,  by  the  same  section,  *' re- 
served to  ttie  States  respectively."  The  com- 
mittee are  not  able  to  reconcile  tiiie  proposition 
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of  the  bill,  that  the  President  shall  fill  all  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  the  volunteer  regiments,  with 
this  counter  requirement  of  the  Constitution. 

The  eighth  section  repeals  all  laws  and  parts 
of  laws  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  under  consideration.  Repealing  thus  the 
law  or  laws  under  which  the  volunteers  enlisted 
and  were  mustered  into  the  service,  this  section 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  dis- 
band every  volunteer  regiment  now  in  the  field. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  distinction 
which  the  Constitution  has  drawn  between  the 
regular  and  the  militia  service  is  too  plain  to 
need  further  elucidation,  and  too  well  ground- 
ed to  be  abrogated  by  a  simple  act  of  Congress, 
even  in  these  revolutionary  times.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  Congress  has  power  to  increase 
the  regular  army  to  the  number  contemplated 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  or  to  any  larger 
number  deemed  necessary  for  the  protection 
and  vindication  of  the  Union  and  its  laws,  but 
it  is  doubted  that  the  Congress  possess  power, 
in  defiance  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  transmute  volunteers  into  regulars 
and  regulars  into  volunteers.  The  two  systems 
are  made  different  and  distinct  in  their  whole 
object  and  organization,  by  the  Constitution 
itself,  and  they  must  be  kept  so  by  law. 

Had  your  committee  felt  no  distrust  of  the 
present  as  the  proper  time  for  effecting  radical 
changes  in  our  military  system,  nor  found 
any  constitutional  embanrassments  in  the  way 
of  recommending  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  the 
Senate,  there  exist  other  substantial  objections 
which  would  alone  impel  them  to  withhold  such 
recommendation. 

Our  people  are  not  a  military  people.  Prac- 
ticing the  gentler  arts  of  peace,  we  have  been 
builders,  not  destroyers;  and  the  instruments 
by  which  we  have  reclaimed  a  land  from  barbar- 
ism to  civilization  have  not  been  the  gun,  the 
sabre,  and  Uie  lance,  but  the  plough,  the  loom, 
and  the  anvil.  The  genius  of  our  people  has 
thus  been  averse  to  war. 

Our  people  are  jealous  of  their  personal  liberty, 
and  are  impatient  of  restraint  Enjoying,  in  a 
larger  degree  than  the  people  of  any  other  coun- 
try, freedom  of  action  and  of  speech,  they  do  not 
willingly  yield  such  enjoyment,  except  in  the 
presence  of  some  great  public  danger,  which 
requires  the  sacrifice  of  individual  comfort  to 
the  general  ^ood.  It  is  thus  that  the  dispositions 
of  our  people  have  harmonized  with  the  true 
interests  of  our  country.  A  large  mflitary  es- 
tablishment is  the  bane  of  any  nation,  exhaust- 
ing its  resources,  and  endangering  its  liberties. 
Happily  for  us,  the  unerring  instincts  of  our 
virtuous,  intelligent  masses,  have  uniformly 
thwarted  all  the  attempts  of  ambitious  men  to 
create  great  standing  armies ;  and  the  saving  of 
our  wealth,  which  has  made  us  strong,  and  the 
preservation  of  our  institutions,  which  has  left 
ns/ree,  is  owing,  more  than  to  all  other  causes, 
to  the  peaceful  temper  of  our  people,  and  to 
their  jealous  love  of  personal  freedom. 

The  deep-seated  prejudice  against  the  profes- 


sion of  arms  as  an*  employment,  has  been  amplj 
illustrated  since  the  beginning  of  this  rebellioD. 
When  the  President  cafled  upon  the  country  for 
volunteers,  more  than  a  million  of  citizens  ten- 
dered themselves  for  this  branch  of  the  mili- 
tary service.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Congress,  by  the  act  of  twenty-ninth  of  Jolj 
last,  authorized  the  addition  of  eleven  reg- 
iments to  the  regular  army,  the  people  gave, 
comparatively,  no  response.  It  is  true  that  the 
offices  of  these  new  regiments  were  quickly  ap- 
plied for  and  i^pointed  ;  but  their  ranks  remam 
unfilled  to  this  day.  No  fact  could  demonstrate 
more  fully  than  this  the  repugnance  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  against  entering  the  regular 
army  as  common  soldiers. 

The  Congress  recognized  this  popular  repi^- 
nance  in  the  act  above  referred  to ;  for,  in  the 
fifth  section,  the  term  of  enlistments  made  dor^ 
ing  the  years  1861  and  1862  is  reduced  from 
five  years  to  the  volunteer  term  of  three  yean, 
and  in  all  respects,  as  to  bounties  already  al- 
lowed, or  to  be  allowed,  the  r^^lar  recruit  is 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  t£e  volunteer,  hi 
spite  of  ail  this,  the  fact  remains  that  the  volun- 
teer enlistments  have  been  more  than  fifty  to 
one  over  the  enlistments  in  the  regular  service. 
And  this  is  a  fact,  the  significance  of  which  your 
committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard.  It 
shows  that  the  people  consider  service  in  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  army  as  a  personal  degra- 
dation. They  have,  in  foUowing  their  instincti 
and  prejudices,  unconsciously  voted  upon  the 
proposiljon  of  the  bill  under  review,  Uiat  th^ 
"  volunteers  shall  form,  and  be  hereafter  conaidi 
ered,  a  part  of  the  regular  cmny  of  the  United 
States,"  and  their  verdict  is  before  the  country, 
protesting,  nearly  a  hundred  voices  to  one, 
against  its  adoption. 

If,  therefore,  there  were  no  objections  againsl 
the  measure  proposed,  eidier  in  respect  of  the 
time  when  it  is  to  go  into  effect,  or  of  the  con- 
stitutional barriers  which  stand  in  its  way,  tb« 
fact  here  demonstrated,  that,  with  the  vast  bulk 
of  the  grand  army  now  enlisted  for  the  defence 
of  the  Union,  the  measure  will  be  regarded  ai 
one  of  degradation,  and  as  an  outrage  upon  theii 
rights  and  character,  would,  of  itself,  aetermint 
the  committee  to  report  against  its  passage. 

If,  however,  it  shall  be  considered  that  yom 
committee  have  misconceived  the  whole  subject 
under  consideration,  and  that  they  have  been  ii 
error  in  regarding  the  regular  as  the  least  popuk 
branch  of  the  nulitary  service,  they  would  yei 
be  inclined  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  th( 
change  proposed.  They  can  realize  that  if  th< 
regukr  branch  of  the  army  be  considered  th( 
most  desirable,  its  own  character,  and  that  o 
the  volunteer  branch  may  be  improved  bj 
keeping  the  two  organizations  separate  and  die 
tinct,  as  they  now  are.  In  such  a  view,  thi 
transfer  from  an  inferior  to  a  superior  branch  o 
the  service,  would  be  an  ever  present  object  o 
ambition,  stimulating  the  volunteer  to  a  highei 
valor,  and  to  the  more  faithful  discharge  of  hit 
duties ;  while  its  beneficial  effects  would  sooi 
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be  afaowD  upon  the  regular  branch,  in  improv- 
icg  its  material  and  tone,  and  making  it  in  all 
Ksptcts  the  picked  army  of  the  world.  The 
coaunittee  do  not  feel  authorized  to  propose 
lOT  measure  of  this  character,  in  connection 
Tith  this  report,  but  they  respectfully  refer  the 
luggestion  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  by  your  committee 
ti*  enter  at  further  length  upon  the  discussion 
of  the  meaBore  proposed  in  the  bill  submitted 
for  tfaeir  examination.  The  arguments  against  it 
which  might  be  drawn  from  its  tendency  to  a 
daoeerous  centralization  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Federal  government ;  the  manifest  injus- 
tice vhich  wouM  be  done  to  the  officers  of  the 
regular  service,  whose  education  and  pursuits 
b?e  been  of  a  character  to  fit  them  peculiarly 
(uc  the  intelligent  practice  of  the  profession  of 
mifi,  by  reducing  them  to  a  level  with  volun- 
teer officers,  lackmg  both  in  professional  skill 
©d  experience;  the  injusticCj-also,  on  the  other 
hxA,  of  forcing  nntaught  volunteer  officers  into 
direct  competition  with  practiced  regiilars,  by 
p^crn^  them  on  the  same  footing,  and  thus  re- 
qmiing  of  them  the  same  knowledge  and  profi- 
ceocj;  these,  and  other  arguments  which  might 
be  brought  forward,  your  committee  have  not 
fltooght  proper  to  advance.  It  is  believed  that 
ibongh  has  already  been  said  to  demonstrate  to 
tbe  gaiisfsfcction  of  the  Senate  that  the  bill  is 
viDting  in  every  essential  Quality  which  would 
JGStifj  its  enactment  into  a  taw. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  recommend 
tlat  the  mOitary  service  of  the  country  shall  be 
F«fmitted  to  remain  undisturbed  upon  the  basis 
where  it  was  placed  by  the  Constitution.  Upon 
tba  basis  the  military  afiairs  of  the  government 
kve  been  satisfactorily  managed  ever  since  the 
t-Tmiment  itself  has  had  existence  ;  and  regu- 
■n  iDd  volunteers,  in  following  the  instincts  of 
tb^  patriotism,  and  in  pursuing  the  generous 
riTalrr  which  springs  from  the  distinct  char- 
K%r  of  their  orgaiiizations,  have  been  at  once 
4e  dtfence  and  the  glory  of  the  republic. 

The  committee  report  the  bill  back  to  the 
S-oale,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
jttaa. 


Doc.  19. 


THE  SIEGE  OF  SUFFOLK,  VIRGINIA. 

6EKERAL  JOHN  J.  PECK'S  REPORT. 


BKUiqKr.AKCDs  U.  S.  Fobob,  Srrrouc,  Va.,  \ 
May  ft,  1868.  / 

0*oBd  D.  T.  Vcpi  Buren,  Assistant  Adjtdani- 
G'S^end,  Department  of  Virginia  : 
Oa  Uie  twenty-aecond  September,  1862, 1  was 

sr^cfed  to  Suffolk,  with  about  nine   thousand 

afti,  to  repel  the  advance  of  Generals  Petti^rew 

c4  French  from  the  Blackwater,  with  fifteen 

^'laud  men. 
Ko  artificial  defences  were  found,  |ior  had 

KT  plan  been  prepared. 
floated  at  toe  head  of  the  Nansemond  River, 

vah  the  railway  to  Petersburg  and  Weldon, 


Suffolk  is  the  key  to  all  the  approaches  to  the 
mouth  of  the  James  River  on  the  north  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp.  Regarding  the  James  as  second 
only  in  importance  to  the  Mississippi  for  the 
Confederates,  and  believing  that  sooner  or  later 
they  would  withdraw  their  armies  from  the 
barren  wastes  of  Northern  Virginia  to  the  line 
of  the  James,  and  attempt  the  recovery  of  Ports- 
mouth and  Norfolk,  as  ports  for  their  iron-clada 
and  contraband  trade,  I  prepared  a  system, 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth  commenced  Fort  Dix. 
From  that  time  until  the  present,  I  spared  no 
pains  for  placing  the  line  of  the  river  and  swamp 
in  a  state  of  defence.  My  labors  alarmed  the 
authorities  at  Richmond,  who  believed  I  was 
preparing  a  base  for  a  grand  movenient  upon 
the  rebel  capital,  and  the  whole  of  the  Black- 
water  was  fortified,  as  well  as  Cypress  Swamp 
and  Birchen  and  Cbipoak  Rivers.  This  line 
rests  upon  the  James,  near  Fort  Powhatan. 

About  the  twenty-sixtli  of  February,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Longstreet  was  detached  from  Lee's 
army,  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia,  with  headquarters  at  Peters- 
burg ;  of  his  corps  fifteen  thousand  were  on 
the  Blackwater,  and  fifteen  tliousand  between 
Petersburg  and  the  river,  near  the  railway. 
This  distnbution  enabled  him  to  concentrate  m 
twenty-four  hours  within  a  few  miles  of  Suffolk, 
and  looked  threatening.  Reports  were  circu- 
lated and  letters  written  to  the  effect  that  Long- 
street  was  in  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  wiUi 
all  his  forces,  with  the  view  of  throwing  me 
off  my  guard. 

My  information  was  reliable,  and  I  fully  ad- 
vised the  department  of  the  presence  'of  this 
force,  and  on  the  fourteenth  of  March,  Getty's 
division.  Ninth  corps,  reported  for  duty. 

Early  in  April  deserters  reported  troops 
moving  to  the  Blackwater,  that  many  bridges 
were  being  constructed,  and  that  a  pontoon 
train  had  arrived  from  Petersburg. 

On  the  sixth  I  was  advised  that  General 
Foster  was  in  great  need  of  troops,  and  asked 
to  send  him  three  thousand.  I  replied,  no 
soldiers  ought  to  leave  the  department,  but  I 
would  spare  that  number,  provided  they  could 
be  supplied  at  short  notice.  On  the  tenth,  at 
4:30  p.  M.,  as  the  troop  train  was  leaving,  T  was 
informed  of  the  contents  of  a  captured  mail  by 
General  Viele,  to  the  effect  that  General  Long- 
street  would  attack  me  at  once  with  from  forty 
to  sixty  thousand ;  that  he  had  maps,  plans,  and 
a  statement  of  my  force,  and  that  General  Hill 
would  co-operate.  On  the  eleventh,  Hood's 
division  followed  up  my  cavalry  returning  from 
Blackwater  on  the  South  Quay  roads,  and  about 
four  p.  M.  captured,  without  a  shot,  the  cavalry 
outposts.  Others  followed  on  other  roads,  and 
a  surprise  in  open  day  was  attempted.  The 
signal  officers,  under  Captain  Tamblyn,  rendered 
most  signal  service.  Lieutenant  Thayer  held 
his  station  for  a  long  time,  in  spite  of  the  rifle- 
men about  him. 

On  the  twelfth,  about  noon.  Picket's  division 
advanced  on  the  Sommerton,  Jenkins  on  the 
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Edenton,  and  a  large  colamn  on  the  river,  by 
the  Providence  Church  road.  Much  fine  skir- 
mishing  took  plaoe  on  all  these  roads,  but  the 
pickets  were  pressed  back  and  the  enemy  was 
not  checked  until  he  came  within  artillery  range. 
He  sustained  some  loss,  and  fell  back  a  few  miles 
to  his  line  of  battle. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  skirmished  with 
our  light  troops  on  all  the  approaches.  On  the 
Sommerton,  Colonel  Foster  handled  him  very 
roughly,  driving  him  back  and  restoring  his 
picket  line  at  sundown.  On  the  river  the  con- 
test was  sharp  and  long,  but  the  batteries  and 
gunboats  held  the  enemy  at  bay. 

On  the  fourteenth.  Lieutenant  Cushing,  United 
States  Navy,  was  hotly  engaged  for  several 
hours  with  a  large  force  at  the  mouth  of  the 
West  Branch.  His  loss  was  severe;  but  the 
enemy  suffered  much,  and  had  some  artillery 
dismounted. 

The  enemy  opened  a  ten-gun  battery  near  the 
Norfleet  House,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  gunboats  and  of  covering  a  crossing.  Lieu- 
tenant Samson,  with  the  Mount  Washington, 
West  End,  and  Stepping  Stones,  engaged  the 
battery  for  some  hours  in  the  moA  g5lant  man- 
ner, but  was  compelled  to  drop  down  to  the 
West  Branch. 

The  Mount  Washington,  completely  riddled 
and  disabled,  grounded,  as  did  the  West  End, 
and  both  were  towed  off  by  the  Stepping 
Stones.    The  rudder  of  the  Alert  was  broken. 

Several  batteries  on  the  river  were  opened 
with  fine  effect,  and  others  were  pushed  with 
all  despatch  towards  completion.  More  or  less 
skirmishing  and  artillery  fijre  on  all  portions  of 
the  lines. 

Li  the  night  the  Smith  Briggs,  lying  near  my 
headquarters,  was  attacked,  but  Captain  Lee 
and  tne  guns  of  the  Draw-bridge  repulsed  the 
enemy. 

Fifteenth.— The  force  between  Suflfblk  and 
West  Branch,  last  night,  was  reported  by  the 
best  authorities  at  ten  thousand,  with  a  pontoon 
train,  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
French.  About  noon  our  batteries,  under  di- 
rection of  General  Getty,  below  the  mouth  of 
Jericho  Creek,  were  warmly  engaged  with  the 
Norfleet  battery.  Four  of  the  rebel  twenty- 
pounder  rifles  were  dismounted,  and  the  battery 
was  silenced. 

A  party  sent  out  on  the  Edenton  road  cap- 
tured the  camp  equipage  of  one  regiment.  Fear 
of  an  ambuscade  alone  prevented  taking  many 
prisoners. 

Seventeenth. — ^Major  Stratton,  with  a  force  of 
cavahy,  held  South  Mills,  which  is  the  key  to 
nearly  all  the  approaches  from  North  Carolina 
on  the  south  sicfe  of  the  Dismal  Swamp. 

There  was  much  skirmishing  on  all  the  ave- 
nues of  approach,  with  some  field  artillery. 
General  Terry's  front  was  much  annoyed  from 
the  first  day  by  the  near  approach  of  rifle- 
men. Under  his  orders  the  enemy  was  signally 
punished. 

General  French's   engineer  was  taken  pris- 


oner by  Lieutenant  Cushing's  pickets.  He  was 
laying  out  works,  and  had  a  map  of  Suffolk, 
which  he  tore  in  pieces. 

Eighteenth. — ^The  enemy  was  very  active  in 
throwing  up  new  batteries  and  rifle-pits  along 
the  river.  A  heavy  one  was  in  progress  near 
the  mouth  of  West  Branch,  on  Hill's  Point 

Admiral  Lee,  United  States  Navy,  ordered  all 
the  boats  out  of  the  upper  Nansemond,  lest 
they  should  be  destroyed,  leaving  the  whole  de- 
fence of  the  river  to  the  land  forces.  The  Ad- 
miral was  urged  to  reconsider  his  orders.  Upon 
my  representation  the  order  was  temporarilj 
suspended. 

Nineteenth. — About  dusk  Greneral  GeUyand 
Lieutenant  Samson  executed  most  successfully 
a  plan  which  had  been  agreed  upon  for  crossing 
the  river  and  capturing  Batterv  Hu^er,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  West  Branch.  The  Eighty-ninth 
New  York  and  Eighth  Connecticut  were  taken 
over  on  the  Stepping  Stones.  Five  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery were  captured,  nine  ^9)  oflScers,  and  one 
hundted  and  twenty  fl20)  soldiers.  It  was  well 
conceived,  ably  conducted,  and  reflects  creat 
honor  on  the  combined  arms.  Lieutenant  Sam- 
son suggested  the  enterprise,  landed  with  four 
of  his  howitzers,  and  played  a  most  brilliant 
part'  Captain  Stevens  was  conspicuous  for  his 
gallant  conduct  in  this  affair,  and  deserves  men- 
tion ;  also  Lieutenants  McKechine  and  Faxon, 
Aides  of  General  Getty. 

Twentieth. — Major  Stratton  visited  Elizabeth 
City,  North  Carolina,  and  found  it  abandoned  by 
our  troops.  He  found  General  Longstreet's 
pickets  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Cross. 

Twenty-first — ^The  conmiand  was  highly  hon- 
ored by  a  visit  from  Major-(Jeneral  Halleck, 
Commander-in-Chief,  accompanied  by  Major- 
General  Dix. 

Twenty-second. — A  heavy  rain  storm  com- 
menced, suspending  all  fatigue  labors ;  but  ad- 
dine  materisdly  to  me  strength  of  the  swamp  on 
the  left  flank. 

Twenty-fourth. — ^A  demonstration  was  made 
upon  the  enemy's  right  flank  on  the  Edenton 
road,  under  General  Corcoran,  Colonels  Fostei 
and  Spear,  while  a  feint  was  made  on  the 
Sonmierton  by  Colonel  Buler.  The  enemy  wa« 
driven  in  confusion  from  all  his  advance  pointe 
and  rifle-pits,  back  upon  the  main  line  of  defence 
behind  the  dam  and  swamp  at  Darden*s  Mill  i 
force,  estimated  at  about  fifteen  thousand,  wi| 
believed  to  be  massed  on  that  front  The  <M 
ject  of  the  move  was  attained,  and  the  commaiv 
withdrawn.  Colonels  Beach,  Drake,  and  Mur 
phy,  had  provisional  brigades,  and  handled 
them  extremely  welL  Captain  Simpson 
manded  the  artdlery. 

Twenty-fifth. — Information  was   received 
the  arrival  of  heavy  artillery  from  Petersbn 
Troops  were  reported    on    this   side    of 
Chowan,  on  the  way  from  General  Hill,  mia 
General  Gamett 

Twenty-seventh.  —  Major  Stratton  occup 
Camden  Court  House,  and  burned  a  ferry  1 
of  the  enemy's.    The  rebels  were  very  active  | 
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idght,  diopping,  moviDg  troops,  and  signalmg. 
A  new  bftUery  of  three  gmis  was  opened  by 
them  below  Norfleet  batterv.  Choppine  parties 
were  broken  up  by  the  Redm  and  Mansleld  bat- 
ten-: "Hiey  re-oGcapied  the  Hills  Point  battery 
in  the  night 

The  steamers  Commerce  and  Swan,  under  the 
ydanteer  pilotaee  of  Lieutenants  Rowe  and 
Norton,  ol  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York,  ran 
down  past  the  batteries  in  the  night,  but  not 
without  many  shots.  These  officers  are  entitled 
to  mnch  credit  for  this  service. 

Twe&ty<eighth. — Suffolk  was  visited  by  a 
heavy  stonn.  A  rebel  work  for  several  guns 
was  discovered  on  the  river. 

Twenty-ninth- — ^The  Honorable  Secretary  of 
Etate,  William  H.  Seward,  paid  a  visit,  in  com- 
pany with  Major-General  Dix,  to  this  command. 

Thirtieth. — The  enemy  opened  early  this 
Borniiff  with  one  Whitworth,  one  thirty  and 
thirty-nve-pounder  Parrott  Towards  night  they 
opened  fire  upon  the  Commodore  Barney,  and 
the  bitteiy  was  silenced  by  the  Barney  (Lieu- 
tenot  Gushing,  United  States  Navy),  and  Cap- 
tain Norris'  battery,  in  Fort  Stevens. 

May  first — ^There  was  a  sharp  skirmish  in 
General  Terry's  front,  about  five  p.  m.  The  en- 
emy, reinforced  largely,  was  held  in  check  from 
the  guns  of  Nansemond,  South  Quay,  and  Rose- 
omfi,  with  considerable  loss. 
.  Another  brigade,  from  North  Carolina,  was 
reported  to  have  joined  Longstreet 

Third. — A  reconnoissance  in  force  was  made 
by  Generals  Getty  and  Harland  on  the  enemy's 
kft  flank.  The  troops  crossed  at  nine  a.  m.,  at  tihe 
Draw-bridge,  under  the  fire  of  Battery  Mansfield, 
Onondaga,  and  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  seized  the 
pkteau  near  Praden's  house,  in  spite  of  sharp- 
footers  in  the  rifie-pits,  orchards,  and  woods. 
The  advance  was  slow,  every  inch  being  hotly 
contested.  The  movement  resulted  in  bringing 
heavy  reinforcements  for  the  enemy.  His  num- 
bers and  artillery  failed  to  chedk  the  troops. 
Bj  ni|ht  the  enemy  was  massed  on  his  strong 
fise  of  intrenchments,  and  under  the  fire  of  a 
rameroas  artillery.  The  purpose  of  the  move- 
aeat  having  been  attained,  the  troops  were 
Erected  to  remain  on  the  ground,  awaiting 
erenta. 

In  conjunction  with  the  above.  Major  Crosby 
crtwed  ihe  Nansemond,  near  Sleepy  Hole,  with 
the  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  a  section  of  the 
Foirth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  eleven  Mount- 
ed Kifies,  at  four  a.  m.,  and  pushed  on  and 
occnpied  Chuckatuck,  driving  out  three  hun- 
dred rebel  cavalry.  He  skirmished  all  the  way 
to  Reed  s  Ferry,  capturing  sixteen  prisoners, 
led  then  returned  to  the  river,  under  ihe  cover 
trf  the  gunboats. 

At  the  same  time  Colonel  Dutton  crossed  in 
kotti  and  occupied  Hill's  Point  with  the  Fourth 
Sbode  Island,  a  portion  of  the  One  Hundred 
ttd  SeTenteenth  New  York,  and  a  detachment 
fr«i  the  Commodore  Barney.  He  advanced 
Mse  distance,  but  was  met  by  a  superior  force, 
petted  stnxigly  in  the  woods,  and  after  much 


skirmishing  returned  upon  Hill's  Point,  from 
which  the  enemy  could  not  dislodge  him. 

I  again  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
valuable  services  of  Lieutenants  Cushing,  Sam- 
son, and  Harris,  United  States  Navy.  These 
officers  rendered  every  assistance  in  their  power 
in  crossing  the  river.  Lieutenant  Cushing  sent 
a  boat,  howitzer,  and  detachment,  with  the 
Fourth  Rhode  Island,  under  Colonel  Dutton. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Colonel  Ringgold,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Third  New  York,  lost  his  life 
from  two  wounds,  while  leading  on  his  men  in 
the  most  gallant  manner.  He  was  a  meritorious 
officer. 

Fourth. — About  nine  p.  m^  on  the  third,  the 
enemy  commenced  retiring  upon  the  Blackwa- 
ter.  His  strong  line  of  pickets  prevented  de- 
serters and  contrabands  from  getting  through 
with  the  information,  until  he  had  several  hours 
the  start  Generals  Corcoran  and  Dodee  were 
promptly  in  pursuit  on  the  Edenton  road,  while 
Colonel  Foster  followed  upon  the  ^mmerton. 
Bv  six  A.  M.  Colonel  Foster  was  pressing  the  rear 
of  a  formidable  column  on  tlie  old  road  near 
Leesville.  He  was  compelled,  from  the  small- 
ness  of  his  force,  to  wait  for  the  command  un-  ^ 
der  General  Corcoran,  and  could  not  again  strike 
the  column  before  it  reached  the  river.  The 
cavalry  of  Colonel  Spear  and  Colonel  Onderdonk 
were  pushed  on  numerous  road^,  and  rendered 
valuable  services,  procuring  information  and 
captmring  prisoners. 

Thus  ends  the  present  investment,  or  siege  of 
Suffolk,  which  had  for  its  object  the  recovery 
of  the  whole  country  south  of  the  James,  ex- 
tending to  the  Albemarle  Sound,  in  North  Car- 
olina, the  ports  of  Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth, 
eighty  miles  of  new  railroad  iron,  the  equip- 
ment of  two  roads,  and  the  capture  of  all  the 
United  States  forces  and  property,  with  some 
thousands  of  contrabands. 

General  Longstreet,  finding  that  an  assault  at 
the  outset  upon  works  defended  by  one-half 
his  own  force,  would  be  expensive  and  uncer- 
tain, and  having  failed  in  turning  either  flank, 
decided  to  besiege  the  place,  and  asked  for  re- 
inforcements. Probably  not  less  than  two  divi- 
sions joined  from  Greneral  Hill.  The  works  are 
constructed  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  and  in 
the  most  approved  manner.  The  rules  and  reg- 
ulations prescribed  by  military  authorities  for 
the  conduct  of  siege  operations,  have  been  ob- 
served. Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  this  so- 
styled  **  foraging  expedition''  when  I  state  that 
not  less  than  ten  miles  of  batteries,  covered 
ways,  and  rifle-pits,  have  been  thrown  up.  Most 
of  the  artillery  was  protected  by  embrasures. 
The  parapets  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet 
in  thickness,  and  well  ri vetted,  while  the  cov- 
ered ways  were  from  eight  to  ten  feet.  Long- 
street  bskd  a  wire  laid  from  the  Black  water,  and 
telegraphic  arrangements  throughout  his  lines. 

ResuUe. 
We  have  taken  five  pieces  of  the  famous  Fau- 
quier artillery^  about  four  hundred  prisoners. 
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Bome  rifles  and  camp  eqnipage.  Probably  five 
hundred  or  six  hundred  have  been  killed  and 
wounded,  and  five  hundred  have  deserted,  mak- 
ing a  total  loss  of  at  least  fifteen  hundred. 

Our  own  killed  is  forty-four,  wounded  two 
hundred  and  two,  missing  fourteen,  and  total 
two  hundred  and  sixty. 

All  the  morale f  prestige  and  glory  belong  to 
the  patient  and  brave  officers  and  men  of  the 
Federal  army. 

Besides  these  brilliant  results,  this*  command 
has  held  the  masses  of  the  enemy  around  Suf- 
folk, in  order  that  Greneral  Hooker  might  secure 
the  crowning  victory  of  the  war,  and  it  is  en- 
titled to  a  slmre  of  the  glory  that  may  accrue  to 
his  arms. 

My  thanks  are  due  all  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  worked  cheerfully  and  patriotically 
on  these  fortifications.  They  now  see  that  their 
labors  are  not  in  vain. 

The  truth  of  history  requires  that  I  should 
state  that  a  smdl  portion  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  New  York  became  home-sick  and 
discontented,  and  said  that  they  came  to  fight 
and  not  to  dig.  This  feeling  was  seized  upon 
by  politicians,  and  since  the  adioiurnment  of  the 
Senate  I  have  been  advised  that  efforts  were 
made  to  defeat  my  confirmation  in  consequence 
thereof. 

Soldiers  who'  love  their  country  will  cheer- 
fully perform  any  duty  assigned  them;  men 
who  know  how  to  build  fortifications,  will  know 
how  to  defend  or  assault  them.  It^should  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  principal  rebel  successes  have 
been  behind  intreuchments,  as  at  Manassas, 
Fredericksburg,  Richmond,  Vicksburg,  Charles- 
ton, &C.,  &c. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  state  that  most  of 
the  Ninth  New  York,  Colonel  Hawkins,  left  this 
command  on  the  third,  by  expiration  of  their 
term  of  service,  while  their  comrades  were 
actively  engaged  with  the  enemy.  It  can  be  re- 
dded only  as  an  unfortunate  termination  of  a 
hitherto  brilliant  career  of  service. 

To  Generals  Corcoran,  Terry,  Dodge,  Harland, 
Colonels  Button  and  Gibbs,  commanding  fronts 
lines;  Colonels  Spear  and  Onderdonk,  of  the 
cavalry;  Colonels  Gumey  and  Waddrop,  com- 
manding reserves,  arjd  Captain  FoUett,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  I  am  under  very  great  obligations  for 
the  able,  faithful,  judicious,  and  cheerful  dis- 
charge of  every  duty  incident  to  their  impor- 
tant positions. 

General  Getty  was  intrusted  with  the  river 
line  below  Onondaga  batterv,  the  key  of  the 
position,  and  about  eight  miles  in  length;  a 
very  difficult  line  to  defend  against  an  enter- 
prising enemy,  acquainted  with  every  by-path, 
and  guided  by  owners  of  the  soil.  His  respon- 
BibiUties  were  of  the  highest  order,  and  the 
labors  of  his  troops  were  incessant  Under  his 
vigilant  supervision  everything  was  done  that 
could  be  for  the  security  of  the  right  flank,  and 
the  enemy  was  foiled  in  all  plans  for  crossing. 

Colonel  R.  8.  Foster,  of  Indiana,  commanding 
brigade  and  portion  of  the  front,  added  fresh 


laurels  to  the  high  reputation  which  he  estab- 
lished in  West  Virginia  and  the  Peninsula.  He 
was  at  home  in  grand  skirmishes,  and  the  enemy 
always  recoiled  before  him. 

General  Gordon  reported  three  days  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  siege,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  reserve  division.  His 
long  and  varied  experience  rendered  his  judg- 
ment of  great  value,  and  I  regret  that  he  has 
been  called  to  another  field. 

My  thanks  are  due  General  Viele,  of  Norfolk, 
for  the  prompt  transmission  of  important  intel- 
ligence, and  tor  the  alacrity  with  which  my  calls 
were  responded  to. 

Captain  Ludlow,  Quartermaster  at  Norfolk, 
deserves  mention  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  for- 
warding the  main  bulk  of  supplies  for  this 
army. 

The  Medical  Department,  under  the  able 
management  of  Dr.  Hand,  was  in  excellent  work- 
ing order,  and  equal  to  every  emergency.  The 
wounded  were  promptly  cared  for,  and  spared 
all  unnecessary  suffering. 

The  Commissary  Department  was  admirably 
managed  by  the  late  Captain  Bowdish,  and  since 
his  death  by  Captain  Felt 

Colonel  Murphy  commanded  brigade  ;  Colonel 
Drake,  Fort  Union ;  Colonel  Hawkins,  Fort  Nanse- 
mond ;  Captain  Sullivan,  Fort  Halleck ;  Colonel 
Davis,  the  Draw-bridge  Battery ;  Colonel  Worth, 
Battery  Mansfield ;  Colonel  Thorpe,  the  Redan, 
and  Rosecrans ;  Captain  Johnson,  Battery  Mow- 
dey ;  Colonel  England,  Battery  Montgomery;  Col- 
onel Pease,  Battery  Stevens;  Colonel  McEvilly, 
Fort  Dix,  with  ability,  and  their  troops  were 
always  ready  for  the  enemy. 

Major  Stratton,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cav- 
ahy,  was  at  South  Mills  watching  the  operations 
of  the  troops  from  CaroUna.  By  his  discretion 
and  energy  the  rebels  were  prevented  from 
penetrating  the  Dismal  Swamp. 

Captain  Tamblyn,  Lieutenants  Seabury ,  Young, 
Thayer,  Strong  and  Murray,  of  the  signal  corps, 
have  been  indefatigable,  day  and  night,  and  of 
the  greatest  service  in  their  departments.  Cap- 
tain Davis  shares  the  above  conmiendation  for 
the  few  days  he  was  here. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon, 
Ninety-nintii  New  York ;  of  Captain  Morris,  Lieu- 
tenants Hasbrouck,  Hunt,  Whitney  and  Beecher, 
of  the  artillery ;  Lieutenants  James,  Grant,  Mac- 
ardle,  Soederquist,  Burleson,  Engineers;  of 
Lieutenant  Butts,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal, 
and  of  Major  Wetherell,  was  conspicuous.  Ma- 
jor Stuart,  of  the  Engineer  corps,  joined  for  a 
few  days,  evincing  the  same  lively  interest 
which  characterized  his  valuable  services  on 
the  Peninsula. 

The  command  is  mainly  indebted  to  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal,  Major  Smith,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  New  York,  for  the  good  order  and 
cleanlinees  which  has  prevailed  in  the  town  and 
camp. 

The  co-operation  of  the  ^nboats,  under  Lieu- 
tenants Cushing,  Samson  and  HarriB,United  States 
Navy,  sent  by  Admiral  Lee,  has  been  very 
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eiectiTe.  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging the  gallant  services  of  their  officers  and 
crews.  The  army  eunboats.  Smith  Brig^  and 
West  End,  commanded  bj  Captain  Lee  ana  Lieu- 
tenant Rowe,  proved  invaluable.  The  Smith 
Brigra  was  for  many  days  the  only  boat  above 
the  West  Branch,  in  consequence  of  the  order 
of  Admiral  Lee. 

Mj  personal  staff  have  all  earned  a  place  in 
&is  record  by  their  zeal,  fidelity,  and  unremit- 
ting labors,  day  and  night,  increased  by  iniuries 
wiw:b  I  sustained  from  the  fall  of  my  horse. 
Their  daims  to  promotion  were  established  loi^ 
b^Dre  the  siege  of  Suffolk :  Major  Benjamin  B. 
Foster,  A.  A.  G. ;  Captain  George  S.  Dodge, 
Qurt^master ;  Lieutenants  Charles  R.  Stirling 
lad  James  D.  Outwater,  Aides-de-Camp ;  Lieu- 
tenant A  B.  Johnson,  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Lieu- 
tenant J.  D.  3fahon,  Judge  Advocate. 

DoabtJess  many  names  have  been  omitted, 
but  discriminatioD  is  impossible  where  all  have 
done  BO  welL 

For  the  conclusion  is  reserved  the  agreeable 
doty  of  testifying  to  the  cordial  and  efficient 
nppert I  have  ever  received  from  Major-General 
Dx  No  request  or  suggestion  has  ever 
escaped  his  attention,  and  most  of  my  require- 
meoti  have  been  anticipated  by  his  liberal  and 
eofl^krebensive  policy. 

Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Peck, 

MiOor-Gaoenl. 

SupplemerUctry, 

Hiiiiqgniwii  Akmt  A3n>  Dwanaa  or  Movra  Cabolota,  \ 
NcvBOOi,  N.  a,  Deoember  25,  1868.        / 

hnaaiier'Grtnertd  L.  Thomas,  AcljuktrU-Chneral 

thM§d  SkOeM  Army  : 

GxmiL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
knriog  supplementary  report,  as  a  part  of  my 
icfwrt  of  operations  during  the  siege  of  Suffolk, 
is  April  and  May  last : 

TIm  name  of  Colonel  J.  R.  McMahon,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fourth  New  York,  should  have 
b«CQ  in  the  paragr^h  conmiencing  with  '*  Col- 
ooel  Morphy,  commanding  brigade. 

My  right  flank  rested  upon  the  upper  Nanse- 
Boad^  some  eight  miles,  a  narrow,  shallow,  and 
tetaott  stream,  offering  great  facilities  to  an 
CDtaprising  enemy  for  crossing  and  cutting  the 
ooBBanication  with  Norfolk.  Including  this, 
ibe  whole  line  extending  to  the  Dismal  Swamp 
V18  frooi  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  in  length ;  be- 
•det,  a  force  in  obeerratton  was  requisite  at 
Stmtii  MiDs,  thirty  mites  distant — the  key  of  the 
•Nitkeni  approaches  to  the  Swamp.  In  view  of 
^Mie  and  other  objections,  I  advised  the  with- 
(bival  of  the  troops  to  a  reduced  short  line 
BMT  Portsmontii,  after  the  reduction  of  the 
i«bel  and  Union  fortifications. 

TWe  advance  of  Pettigrew  towards  Newborn, 
ad  of  HiQ  iqpoD  Littte  Washington,  were  only 
&isli  four  casoaltiee  being  leas  than  a  dozen  at 
M  places),  Diade  by  or<kr  of  Longstreet  some 


days  before  the  date  fixed  for  his  own  advance 
upon  Suffolk,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
au&orities  in  North  Carolina  to  call  on  Virginia 
for  reinforcements.  As  designed,  ten  thousand 
men  were  asked  for  North  OaroHna»  of  which  I 
was  contributing  three  thousand  on  the  tenth. 
The  information  reached  Longstreet  at  Franklin, 
and  he  crossed  the  Blackwater  last  night 

Maior-General  Hooker  kindly  telegraphed 
that  he  had  advices  that  Genend  Hill  would 
join  Longstreet  The  time  when  the  North 
Carolina  troops  arrived  is  material;  Major 
Stratton,  of  the  cavalry,  reported  the  fact 
on  the  twentieth,  and  I  did  the  same  on  the 
twenty-fifth ;  some  of  them  being  captured. 
Major  Stratton  was  correct,  for  Major-General 
Foster  advised  that  the  enemy  retired  from 
Little  Washington  on  the  evenine  of  the  fif- 
teenth, and  that  the  deserters  said  the  cause  was 
that  they  were  ordered  to  "  rein/oroe  (fte  army 
in  Virginia^^ 

May  fourth. — ^While  in  full  pursuit  of  the  col- 
umns of  Longstreet  and  Hill  towards  the  Black- 
water,  an  order  was  received  to  despatch  Gen- 
eral Gordon  wiUi  a  large  force  to  West  Point 
Ten  thousand  additional  were  also  ordered  to 
be  held  in  readiness  to  be  moved  at  a  moment's 
notice,  leaving  but  the  ordinary  small  garrison 
intact  at  >Suffolk,  and,  of  course,  ending  offen* 
sive  operations. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  prisoners  were  taken 
representing  forty  odd  regiments  and  independ- 
ent commands,  which  gives  some  idea  of  the 
or^ization  and  masses  of  the  enemy. 

The  many  miles  of  earthworks  thrown  up  by 
the  rebels  were  constructed  by  the  troops.  Lest 
the  contrabands  should  come  into  my  hues,  the 
bulk  of  them  were  left  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blackwater. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  forces  under 
my  command,  from  September  to  April,  1863, 
were  rated  by  the  public  at  twice  and  even 
thrice  the  actual  numbers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Peck, 

M^r-Uenoral. 


HBADQUJUone  noimE«!rrH  Armt  Corpb,  ) 
Nbwbsrn,  April  17, 1863.     j 

Majar-Oeneral  H.  TT.  HaUedk,  OeneraUn-Chief, 
Washington,  D.  C: 

Being  about  to  start  with  a  relieving  force  to 
raise  t^  siege  of  Washington,  North  Carol'ma, 
I  learned  that  the  enemy  hsMl  evacuated  the  bat- 
teries in  front  of  Washington;  and  deserters 
say  that  the  cause  was  that  they  were  ordered 
to  reinforce  the  army  in  Vircinta, 

I  shall  march  myself,  with  my  force,  in  pur- 
suit, and  endeavor  to  overtake  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOBTBB, 
iUyn-Qeioanl,  oommandinf. 


126 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


GENERAL  PECK'S  FINAL  KBPOKT. 

DSPABTXKKT  OF  1HB  EaST,  •  ) 

HsAOQUABiKita,  New  York,  May  4, 1865.  { 

General  L.  Thomas ,  Ac^ftUani-Oeneralf  United 

States  Army : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transinit  the  following 
additional  supplementary  report  upon  the  aiege 
of  Suffolk,  and  request  that  it  may  be  attached 
to  the  reports  already  made,  and  published  with 
them: 

On  or  about  the  twentieth  September,  1864, 
I  gave  the  following  communication  to  the  press, 
tfirough  the  columns  of  the  New  York  jDaily 
Herald;  General  Hooker  being  then  in  this  city: 

SIBOB  OF  SUFFOLK,  CHAN0ELLOB8YILLB. 

Nbw  Yobk,  September  20, 1864. 

The  truth  of  history  and  justice  to  the  little 
army  of  Suffolk,  demand  that  I  should  place  this 
paper  before  the  reading  world. 

Campaign  of  1863. 

"The  Southern  Historpr"  has  the  following 
on  the  campaign  in  April,  1863,  which  locates 
the  position  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet, 
viz.: 

"  Now  they  (the  rebels)  confronted  the  enemy 
from  the  Rappahannock,  and  hoveretl  upon  his 
flank,  within  striking  distance,  to  the  Potomac, 
while  another  portion  of  our  forces  manoeuvred 
almost  in  the  rear,  and  quite  upon  the  flank,  in 
Norfolk.'' 

Longstreet  had  been  promised  sixty  thousand 
men  for  his  spring  wort,  and  was  ready  about 
the  last  of  March  to  open  the  campaign  for  the 
recovery  of  Southern  Virginia.  He  ordered 
Hill  and  Pettigrew  to  make  a  series  of  demon- 
strations at  Newbem,  Little  Washington,  and 
other  points  in  North  Carolina,  with  the  design 
of  causing  troops  to  be  sent  from  Norfolk,  For- 
tress Monroe,  and  other  localities.  In  conse- 
quence I  was  ordered,  on  the  tenth  of  April,  to 
despatch  a  considerable  portion  of  my  force  to 
General  Foster.  Longstreet,  advised  of  the  order 
and  success  of  his  feints,  crossed  the  Black- 
water,  and  on  the  same  day  advanced,  with 
about  twenty-eight  thousand  men,  upon  Suffolk. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  April,  Hill  discontinued  his 
feints  upon  Little  Washington,  and  sent  those 
troops  to  Suffolk.  He  foUowea  soon  after  with 
the  remainder  of  his  command. 

The  rebel  force  in  North  Carolina  was  esti- 
mated by  General  Foster  as  very  larga,  and  in 
my  judgment  far  above  the  real  numners.  If 
his  estimate  wt^  correct,  there  must  have  been 
with  Longstreet,  after  the  concentration,  more 
than  fifty  thousand  men.  Probably  forty  thou- 
sand is  a  safe  estimate ;  and  he  had  associated 
with  him  such  able  West  Pointers  as  Lieutenant- 
Generals  Hill,  Hood  and  Anderson,  and  Major- 
Generals  Picket,  French  and  Gamett,  &c.  The 
Petersburg  Express  of  the  fifteenth  of  April  re- 
flected the  Confederate  expectations  in  regard 
to  Longstreet' B  army,  in  the  following : 

"  Our  people  are  buoyant  and  hopeful,  aa  they 


ought  to  be.  We  have  in  that  direction  as  gil- 
lant  an  army  as  was  ever  mustered  under  any 
sun,  and  commanded  by  an  ofl&cer  who  has  won 
laurels  in  every  en^igement,  from  the  first 
Manassas  to  that  at  Fredericksburg.  Such  an 
army,  commanded  by  such  an  oflScer  as  Long- 
street,  may  be  defeated ;  but  such  an  event  is 
scarcely  within  the  range  of  possibility." 

In  spite  of  the  high  hopes  of  the  South,  the 
siege  was  raised  during  the  night  of  the  third 
of  May  (twenty-four  days),  after  the  constmo- 
tion  of  from  eight  to  ten  miles  of  covered  ways, 
rifle-pits,  field  works,  and  the  loss  of  the  cele- 
brated Fauquier  battery  and  some  two  thoosand 
men. 

The  rebel  press,  with  few  exceptions,  admit- 
ted the  failure,  and  censured  Longstreet  The 
Richmond  EopamineTy  of  November  twenfy- 
seventh,  1863,  pronounced  his  Knoxville  and 
Suffolk  campaigns  as  parallel  failures,  and  said: 

"It  was  during  the  parallel  campaign  of 
Longstreet  against  Suffolk  that  Hooker  made 
his  coup  at  Chancellorsville ;  but  he  found  there 
Jackson,  while  Grant  had  to  do  with  Bragg 
alone." 

The  effective  Federal  force  at  the  outset  was 
nearly  fourteen  thousand,  with  three  small 
wooden  gunboats.  This  was  distributed  on 
lines  of  about  twelve  miles  in  extent.  No  de- 
feat was  experienced  by  our  arms. 

Rappahannock. 

During  the  presence  of  Longstreefs  wing  at 
SuffolkTLee,  with  Jackson's  wing,  was  con- 
fronted by  the  army  of  Hooker.  Hooker  was 
advised  of  every  change  in  my  front,  and  as- 
sured that  I  would  hold  Longstreet  as  long  as 
possible  in  order  that  he  might  destroy  Lee. 
He  was  urged  to  strike  before  aid  could  be  sent 
to  the  Rapidan. 

Perhaps  a  division,  or  a  portion  of  one,  joined 
Lee,  in  spite  of  the  interruption  of  the  communi- 
cations by  Stoneman.  Longstreet  did  not;  for 
his  horses  and  servants  fell  into  our  hands  near 
Suffolk,  on  the  fourth  of  May.  No  mention  of 
his  presence  is  made  in  any  accounts  of  Chan- 
cellorsville, nor  in  the  **  Southern  History." 
Jackson  contended  with  Hooker  on  the  first  and 
second  of  May,  while  Early  fought  Sedgwick, 
near  Fredericksburg.  On  the  third,  Stewart 
succeeded  Jackson. 

Hooker's  and  Lee's  Forces. 
Up  to  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Hooker  had 
made  no  report  to  General  Halleck,  and  official 
data  is  out  of  ike  question.  But  information  is 
at  hand  fr-om  which  an  approximation  can  be 
made. 

Lee's  Army. 

Now  York  JWftiiiie,  May  18, 1868,  esUmatce M,ona 

New  York  TrOnme  March  26, 1864,  eBllmatea 4S,T0fl 

New  York  fleroW,' March  26, 1864,  estlmatea, 64,000 

"Southern  History »' (Pollard's)  gires M,wa 

Hooker's  Army. 

New  York  at««i  gives :AA-A^-r  iS'S! 

"Southern  History ''gives 100,000  to  160,000 

New  York  IW6WM,  March  20, 1864,  gives 123,300 
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Hie  editor  of  the  Times  had  the  verj  best 
opportunity  for  getting  reliable  data,  and  there 
ire  HBD.T  reasons  for  accepting  his  figures  as 
aearest  the  tme  ones. 

This  paper  explodes  the  idea  that  any  mar 
tenti  portion  of  Longstreet's  army  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  fields  of  UhanqeUorsville.  No  such 
tke<^  is  entertained  in  any  quarter  now ;  but 
in  t]»  smoke  of  that  disaster  it  was  mooted. 

Ttiese  figures  show  where  the  rebel  pressure 
redH^  was,  and  attest  the  good  conduct  of  the 
ioidiers  and  sailors  at  Suffolk,  under  the  weight- 
i«it  responsibilities.  The  array  should  no  longer 
be  deprived  of  its  honors  and  rewards  because 
of  the  unexpected  reverse  on  the  Rapidan. 

Farther  detaik  cannot  be  given  without 
treodiiiig  npoD  the  o£Scial  documents.  The 
tSiuions  to  Hooker's  operations  are  made  solely 
to  shed  proper  light  upon  the  campaign,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  criticism. 

John  J.  Peck, 

lI^)or•G«neraL. 


Uy  object  was  to  ventilate  the  spring  cam- 
paign of  1863,  and  secure  a  proper  recognition 
of  the  serrioee  of  the  army  of  Suffolk,  without 
critidsine  the  operations  of  General  Hooker. 

M<«e  tban  seven  montiis  having  elapsed  with- 
out any  adverse  reply  from  any  quarter,  the 
^Tenonent  and  people  are  warranted  in  ac- 
•ceptii^  my  theory  of  the  campaign  as  conclu- 
iive,  and  based  upon  (iaciA  and  prinoiples  of  the 
miLtary  art 

Besides  the  demonstrations  made  early  in 
April,  in  North  GaroHna,  by  HiU  and  Pettigrew, 
Wise  made  a  bold  one  on  WiUiamsburgh,  to 
hrcr  Longstreet.  All  were  regarded  as  real 
Ten  tfaounnd  men  were  asked  for  North  Curo- 
Ima,  and  it  was  thought  I  would  have  to  con- 
thbdte  for  WiUiamsburgh  also. 

ionqstbbet's  abut 

Gaeral  WHliam  Hays,  United  States  Army, 
v»  taken  prisoner  at  ChancellorsviUe,  third 
Maj,  and  passed  through  Lee's  army  to  Ricli- 
oood.  He  thinks  Longstreet  took  four  divi- 
MB,  of  eight  thousand  each,  in  January  or 
Felffiary,  to  Suffolk — ^thirty-two  thousand  men. 

General  Hooker  telegraphed,  April  thirteen  : 
"AO  of  Longstreefs  forces  tiiat  have  gone 
from  here,  left  in  January  and  February." 

May  second,  he  telegraphed:  "Longstreet 
has  ftree  divisions  at  Suffolk.  When  they  left 
I^  they  were  each  eight  thousand  strong.  D. 
H.  HHi  is  ordered  from  Washington  to  reinforce 
Lwtreefs  corps." 

Miy  second.  General  Hill  reported  by  letter 
to  Longstreet,  the  arrival  of  an  "entire  divi- 
•lOB."  This  arrival  was  in  addition  to  the  forces 
fan  Washington,  North  Carolina, 

Spies  sent  into  his  camp  reported  the  forces 
A  Ha  backwater  from  thirty  thousand  to 
thrty^wo  thousand* 

moo  men,  deserters,  prisoners,  and  contra- 


bands, placed  the  force  that  crossed,  tenth  April, 
at  thirty  thousand  and  over. 

Governor  Wise  had  five  thousand  (Hooker's 
figures)  or  more.  After  his  demonstration  upon 
WiUiamsburgh,  he  withdrew,  and  beyond  doubt 
sent  a  portion  of  his  force  to  Longstreet 

The  troops  from  North  Carolina  commenced 
arriving  about  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  of 
April,  having  left  Litde  Washington  on  the  fif- 
teenth, under  orders.  Not  less  than  twelve 
thousand  came  under  Hill,  French,  and  others. 
G^eneral  Foster's  estimates  were  very  high,  and 
I  have  not  adopted  them  in  consequence. 

These,  independent  of  the  forces  about  Rich- 
mond, which  could  always  be  drawn  upon  tem- 
porarily for  any  ereat  operation,  since  Long- 
street  had  two  railways. 

Among  the  division  commanders  were  Lieu- 
tenant-Generals  Hill  and  Hood,  French,  Picket, 
&C.  Major-Gkneral  Anderson  was  not  present, 
although  so  reported  often — troops  claimed  to 
be  under  some  General  Anderson,  and  hence 
the  error. 


LONGSTREET  NOT  AT  CHANOELLOBSVILLE. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  I  was  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  that  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  in  round  numbers,  reached  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men.  Being  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  plans  and  movements  of  Gen- 
erals Hooker  and  Stoneman,  I  deemed  it  proba- 
ble that  at  the  crisis  Lee  would  call  for  Long- 
Street,  and  that  the  latter  might,  perhaps,  get 
through  with  a  division. 

Had  I  been  advised  of  General  Stoneman's 
movements  on  the  communications  near  Rich- 
mond, as  I  should  have  been,  the  Idea  of  Long- 
street's  leaving  would  not  have'  been  enter- 
tained. 

General  Stoneman's  report,  doubtless,  will 
show  that  no  part  of  Longstreefs  army  passed 
to  Lee  until  some  time  after  Chancellorsville. 
His  reports  not  being  accessible,  I  addressed 
him  upon  the  subject ;  also  Generals  Meade  and 
Slocum.    A  brief  extract  will  suffice : 


[Extracts,] 

HiADQUARTKRS   DBPAKnfCIT  09  TBE  OHIO,      \ 

Lonsviuji,  Ekntuckt,  January  90, 1865.  f 

Mmor-Qeneral  J.  J,  Peck: 

In  regard  to  the  subject  therein  referred  to, 
I  had  thought  the  thing  was  settled  long  since, 
and  that  it  had  became  a  hiaturical  fact  that 
Longstreet  had  no  hand  whatever  in  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville,  which  proved  so  disastrous 
to  our  arms,  &c.  &c.    ***** 

I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as  a  most  fortu- 
nate thing  for  us  that  you  were  enabled  to  hold 
Longstreet  at  Suffolk,  and  also  that  Jackson  was 
killed.       ******* 
Very  truly, 

GsoBaB  Stoneman. 
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BmuHjCOAwnsB  Akmt  or  -im  Potomac,  ) 
Febraarj  16, 1805.     | 

Mmor-Oeneral  /.  /.  Peck: 

Deab  Genebal:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  eighth  instant,  with 
the  documents  enclosed,  relating  to  the  defence 
of  Suffolk,  in  1863. 

The  testimony  and  evidence  which  you  have 
accumulated,  prove  most  conclusively  the  im- 
portance and  value  of  the  services  rendered  on 
that  occasion  by  yourself  and  the  gallant  army 
under  your  command,  for  which  I  doubt  not  full 
credit  wiU  hereafter  be  awarded  you. 

Lee's  army  at  G^ttysburgh  was  from  forty  to 
fifty  thousand  stronger  than  at  Chancellorsville, 
and  it  is  only  reasonable  to  infer  that  this  differ- 
ence was  in  front  of  you  at  Suffolk. 

That  with  the  limited  force  under  your  com- 
mand you  should  have  held  in  check  and  de- 
feated the  designs  of  such  superior  numbers,  is 
a  fact  of  which  you  may  well  be  proud,  and  is 
the  most  practical  proof  of  your  own  skill  and 
the  gallantry  of  your  troops. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
(Signed)        Gborqe  G.  Meade, 

Abut  op  Qbomua,  Huoquabbem  Ijcr  Wnio, ) 
Sata^ocah,  Qa.  ,  Jaaoftry  1,  IMS.     / 

Mtf  Dear  Ghneral: 

Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  twenty-second 
ultimo,  has  iust  come  to  hand.  I  was  fully  con- 
vinced, at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  that  the 
force  of  the  enemy  did  not  exceed  filtr  thou- 
sand men,  of  all  arms,  and  was  satisfied  at  the 
time  that  but  a  small  portion  of  Longstreet's 
conmiand  was  in  our  front 

I  believe  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  your 
front,  at  Suffolk,  far  exceeded  your  own  ;  and  I 
think  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  is  due  to  you 
and  your  gallant  army  for  the  important  services 
performed  at  that  point 
I  am.  General, 

Very  truly  vour  friend 
And  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  Slocum, 

MajOT-Qtafonl, 

Major-General  J.  J.  Peck,  New  York. 

My  theory  is  proved  by  these  witnesses  from 
General  Hooker's  army.  No  higher  evidence 
can  be  produced.  Greneral  Stoneroan  had  all 
the  railways  in  his  hands,  just  outside  of  Rich- 
mond. General  Slocum  had  the  confidence  of 
his  commander,  and  was  thanked  by  him  in 
orders.  The  President  made  General  Meade 
the  successor  of  General  Hooker,  with  the  con- 
currence of  all  his  leading  officers. 

This  evidence  is  in  harmony  with  all  that  of 
the  army  of  Suffolk.  In  my  possession  is  a 
communication  from  General  Hill  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Lonestreet,  commanding  department  of 
Virginia  ana  North  Carolina,  in  which  he  re- 
ports the  arrival  of  a  **  division,"  and  asks  for 
orders.    It  bears  date  second  May,  1863,  and 


fell  into  our  handB  on  the  fourth,  as  alst)  did 
Longstreef 8  servaots  and  horses,  a  few  miles 
trom  Suffolk. 

This  division  came  by  the  Weldoo  railway 
to  Franklin,  and  marched  twenty  miles,  beiog 
engaged,  on  the  third,  at  Suffolk.  Had  Imz- 
street  wished  to  send  troops  to  CbanceDortviUe 

i third),  why  did  not  this  division  keep  the  rail! 
\y  coming  to  Suffolk  it  lost  more  than  two  fbll 
days. 

Longstreet's  armv  did  not  pass  through  Rich- 
mond until  after  the  tenth  of  May.  The  retr 
g^oard  left  the  Blackwater  on  tiie  eleventh,  ind 
was  met  by  our  exchanged  officers,  near  the 
city,  on  the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  of  May. 

OBXEBAL  LBE's  TBSTDfONT. 

Lee,  in  his  report  of  Chancellorsville  traos- 
mitted  to  the  rebel  Congress  by  Jefferson  I>iviB, 
December  thirty-first,  1863,  says  of  Longstreet, 
that  he  **  was  detached  for  service  south  of  the 
James  River  in  February,  and  did  not  rejoin 
the  army  until  after  the  battle  of  Chiinceliors> 
viUe." 

OOMMANDBBpIN-OHIEF's  rbpobt. 

The  commanding  General  visited  Suffolk  dur- 
ing the  investment,  and  in  his  annual  report, 
says,  viz.:  "The  rebel  General  Hill  marched 
towards  the  Nansemond  to  reinforce  Longstreet, 
who  was  investing  Suffolk.  Failing  in  h:s 
direct  assault  upon  this  place,  the  enemy  pro- 
ceeded to  establish  batteries  for  its  reduction. 
General  Peck  made  every  preparation  for  de- 
fence of  which  the  place  was  capable,  and  re- 
tarded the  construction  of  his  works,  till  finall/ 
the  attemj  t  was  abandoned. 

TELEGRAMS. 

The  foUowing  telegrams  reflect  much  light 
upon  the  campaign : 

Nowouc,  Aprtl  10,  uo. 
MmoT'Oenercd  Peck :  ^ 

I  have  a  man  just  in.  He  says  that  Long- 
street  has  at  least  60,000  men,  and  will  attack 
you  as  soon  as  his  material  is  on  the  ground. 
They  expect  to  get  in  your  rear,  have  exact 
drawings  of  all  your  works,  and  know  your 
force  and  means.  Hood's  division  is  the  largest 
of  all.  They  are  building  three  bridges  on  the 
Blackwater,  and  have  a  large  pontoon  train. 

KL.  ViKLB. 

Brig.-G«B«nL 

NoBfouK,  AprO  10,  l$a. 

Major-Oeneral  Peck : 

A  letter  I  am  reading,  written  on  the  train, 
corroborates  what  I  have  telegraphed  to  you 
to-day.  The  date  is  April  seventh — says :  **  We 
are  massing  large  bodies  of  troops  on  the  Black- 
water.  Have  pontoon  bridges.  Our  generals 
intend  to  attack  Suffolk.*' 

(Signed)        £.  L.  Yieu; 
Brig.-Cl«nenL 
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VaaauL,  April  10, 1808. 
Wajor-Gtnertd  Peck  : 

Another  ktter  says,  that  a  Major-General, 
Lee  s  right  band  man.  was  down  on  the  Black- 
wster  htt  week,  and  reconnoitred  the  whole 
poRtioD. 

(Signed)    B.  L.  Vkle, 

Brlg.-Oenend. 

NoBPOU^  April  10, 1M8. 
Mi^Oenercd  Peck  : 

1  do  jM>t  think  there  is  much  doubt  of  the 
imtfafiibiess  of  the  messaee  I  sent  you.  The 
viJi  W9B  eaphired  wiih  a  large  mail  He  did 
•ot  give  himself  np.  Be  told  this  with  the 
^le  uf  mitigating  bis  punishment,  &c. 

(Signed)    £.  L.  Yielb, 

Brig.-QeuBnL 

DgPAMrmmn  Head  Quajumb,  > 
Fou  MoMBOi,  April  10, 18«L     J  ' 

Moot-^enercd  Peck  : 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  enemy  have 
mat  bridge  material  for  five  bridges  from 
ftenburg,  to  be  used  in  crossing  me  Black- 
Titer  in  five  places.  This  information  is  reli- 
ihle. 

(Signed)    D.  L.  Van  BuBSir, 

OoL  ftad  Awi.  A(U.-0«nena. 

April,  10, 1808^ 
Mm^Oemerai  Peck: 

mformation  has  been  received  at  Newport 
Sews  that  rebel  gunboats  are  removing  channel 
oUtrvctions  from  before  them,  and  placing  otli- 
OB  ia  their  rear,  preparatory  to  coming  down 
4t  river. 

Opebatob. 

€ 

In  my  report  of  December  twisnty-fifth, 
16^,1  stued  that  on  the  fourth  of  May,  while 
k  pVBoit,  a  telegram  was  received  directing 
M  to  oeod  six  thousand  men  and  several  bat- 
teries tu  West  Point.  Ten  thousand  more  were 
vietcd  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
■MMiit's  notice. 

Thme  orders,  of  course,  ended  offensive  op- 
•itos.  A  base  was  established  at  West  Point, 
nlafaudoned  when  it  was  found  that  General 
Inkar  was  not  likely  to  advance  again. 

The  preeoit  is  the  proper  occasion  for  saying 
•it  tfcte  *•  army  of  Sufiblk  "  was  in  no  manner 
I  WMflCted  with  the  campaign  planned  by  Gen- 
I  eil  Huoker.  The  pubuc  has  been  under  the 
>B|VMBion  that  I  was  charged  with  a  co-opera- 
^  movement  on  Richmond.  Such  was  not 
*•  ose.  General  Hooker,  with  lus  vast  army, 
m  confident  of  destroying  Lee,  taking  the 
*U  capital  at  pleasure,  and  conducted  the 
SMpiigD  in  his  own  way. 

iTotateered  to  aid  bun  in  so  &r  as  was  pos- 
jMi,  bat  he  declined  to  give  any  intimation  of 
■■^riio  or  his  purposes. 

r  tjy  twenty-lour  days  the  army  of  Suffolk 
Hi  one  wing  of  Lee's  army,  which  outnum- 
>  wd  it  nearly  two  to  one  (as  I  assured  General 
ImIk^  tixat  he  might  win  the  crowning  victory 

Vo-XL— Doa       9 


of  the  war.  Had  he  been  successful  my  conunand 
would  have  been  entitled  to  share  the  glory 
with  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

Is  not  the  "  army  of  Suffolk "  entitled  to  as 
much  credit  as  if  General  Hooker  had  been 
victorious  ?  Certainly.  How  that  credit  shall 
be  estimated,  is  arrived  at  by  placing  Long- 
street  wi&  Lee  at  Chancellorsvule.  If  Lee,  witn 
fifty  odd  thousand,  forced  General  Hooker  over 
the  Rappahannock,  no  doubt  that  with  ninety 
thousand  he  would  have  demoralized  his  army. 

Independent  of  the  credit  of  holding  Long- 
street's  army  from  Lee,  my  command  is  entitled 
to  great  honor  for  saving  itself,  many  thousand 
contrabands,  the  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  and  Ports- 
mouth, two  railways,  eighty  odd  miles  of  track, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  James  and  Hampton 
Roads. 

The  value  of  this  latter  service  may  be  appre- 
ciated by  supposing  I  had  been  overwhelmed 
byLongstreet  Defeat  at  ChanceUorsville  and 
Suffolk  would  indeed  have  disheartened  the 
people  and  embarrassed  the  government  at  one 
of  the  most  critical  periods  of  its  domestic  and 
foreign  relations.  With  such  defeats  the  na- 
tion would  have  had  no  glorious  Gettysburg 
in  1863,  to  gladden  loyal  hearts  by  stemming 
and  turning  back  the  aggressive  tide  of  rebet 
lion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Peck, 

MiK|or-Q«n«nd. 
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CAPTURE  OP  PLYMOUTH,  N.  0. 

HiADqUABTKM  ABKT  A5D  DBTRICT  OF  N«RTB  GaBOUXA,  > 

Nkwhsrn,  Nokih  CiBOUKA,  April  26, 1861     } 

Gekebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  upon  the  loss* of  Plymouth,, 
which  is  as  full  as  it  can  be  until  General  Wes- 
sells  is  able  to  make  his  reports,  when  I  will 
make  a  supplementary  one : 

On  the  twentieth,  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  ic.,  I  re- 
ceived your  communication  of  the  seventeeDth, 
in  reply  to  the  letter  of  G^eneral  Weasels,  of  the 
thirteenth,  asking  for  reinforcemeDts.  As  this 
letter  must  have  reached  your  headquarters  in 
the  evening  of  the  fourteenth,  or  early  on  the 
fifteenth,  a  reply  could  have  reached  me  on  the 
sixteenth  in  time  to  have  conmiunicated  with 
General  Weasels  duri^  the  evening  or  night 
of  the  seventeenth.  Unfortunately,  the  reply 
was  not  written  until  the  seventeenth,  and  did 
not  arrive  on  the  twentieth  until  some  hours 
after  the  fall  of  Plymouth. 

You  replied,  viz. :  "  You  will  have  to  defend 
the  district  with  your  present  force,  and  vou 
will  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  will,  in 
your  judgment,  best  subserve  this  end." 

Gener^  Wessels  sent  his  communication  di> 
rect  to  your  headquarters,  to  save  time,  expect- 
ing that  anv  aid  which  mieht  be  sent,  would 
come  from  Virginia,  and  not  North  Carolina.  He 
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sent  a  duplicate  to  me,  with  a  letter  express- 
ing the  above  views,  knowing  the  reduced 
state  of  the  force  at  my  disposal  He  writes, 
viz. :  "  I  have  no  idea  of  get^ng  any  troops, 
but  have  always  been  anxious  to  see  more 
troops  in  North  Carolina." 

Notwithstanding  this  expression  of  his  senti- 
ments, I  had  a  conference  with  General  Palmer 
and  Commander  Davenport,  United  States  Navy, 
and  the  heavy  gunboat  "Tacony,"  which  is 
equal  to  two  or  three  regiments,  was  immedi- 
ately despatched  to  Plymouth. 

On  the  eighteenth  instant  the  **Tacony"  ar- 
rived back  from  Plymouth,  with  despatches 
from  General  Wessels  and  Commander  rlusser. 
General  Wessels  wrote  that  he  did  not  appre- 
hend any  attack,  and  did  not  think  there  was  a 
large  force  in  his  front  He  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  there  was  doubt  as  to  the  "  iron-clad  " 
making  its  appearance,  and  believed  that  she 
was  at  Hamilton  undergoing  repairs  or  modifi- 
cations.   He  wrote  on  the  sixteenth,  viz. :  ' 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  gunboat 
*  Tacony'  arrived  here  to-day,  but  as  her  presence 
at  this  time  does  not  seem  to  be  necessary,  I 
have  so  informed  her  commander,  and  he  pro- 
poses to  return  to  Newborn  to-morrow. 

**  I  cannot  learn  that  there  is  any  considerable 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  now,  though 
such  is  the  report  from  various  sources. 

**  I  very  much  doubt  if  there  is  any  design  of 
bringing  the  thing  (iron-clad)  down.  Still  there 
may  be,  as  they  say,  when  me  *  Neuse-Ram*  is 
ready. 

**I  am  desirous  of  seeing  more  troops  in  this 
iState,"  &c. 

Commander  Flusser,  also,  wrote  to  Commander 
Davenport,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  \iz. :  **  I  think 
-General  Peck  misinterpreted  General  Wessels' 
iletter.  We  have  had  no  scare  here  jet^  and  not 
«even  a  small  one  for  several  days." 

These  able  commanders  had  so  much  confi- 
dence in  their  ability  to  hold  their  positions 
.against  anything  the  enemy  could  bring  against 
them,  that  they  sent  back  the  reinforcements 
.sent  them.  This  action  placed  me  entirely  at 
rest  respecting  affairs  at  Plymouth. 

On  Monday  (eighteenth)  afternoon,  about  5:30 
j».  M.,  I  received  advices  dv  deserters  that  Gen- 
eral Corse  was  in  front  of  tne  outposts  at  Bache- 
lor's Creek,  with  a  large  force  of  all  arms,  and 
.that  General  Pickett  would  attack  Little  Wash- 
ington on  Tuesday. 

This  information,  taken  in  connection  with 
that  from  General  Wessels,  of  the  sixteenth  in- 
stant, respecting  the  disappearance  or  diminu- 
tion of  the  force  in  his  front,  led  the  authorities 
here  to  believe  that  Little  Washington  would  be 
attacked  immediately.  Two  steamers  loaded 
with  troops,  together  with  the  gunboat  "  Ta- 
■cony,"  were  despatched  to  Little  Washington. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Tuesday  morning,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  despatches  were  Teceived 
from  Genera]  Wessels  and  Conmiander  Flusser, 
announcing  an  attack  by  a  rebel  land  force,  on 
4he  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  instant    This 


was  the^r«^  information  received  from  General 
Wessels  subsequent  to  the  sixteenth  iosiaiit, 
when  the  *•  Tacony"  was  sent  back  as  above 
stated.  The  latest  information  received,  throiigh 
a  contraband,  the  servant  of  Captain  Stewart, 
A.  A.  General,  Greneral  Wessels'  staffs  is  to  the 
effect  that  early  on  Tuesday  morning  the  **  iroc- 
clad"  had  complete  control  of  ue  RoaDoke 
River,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  floating  iron 
batteiy — the  "  Cotton  Plant" — ^was  attacking  the 
town  in  rear,  while  the  land  forces  wer&eogagisg 
our  troops  in  front 

Froi^  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  ^lat  the 
enemy  had  complete  control  of  tiie  Roanob 
River,  within  a  very  few  hours  of  the  time  I 
received  General  Wessels'  despatch  of  Sosdaj 
night,  the  seventeenth  instant 

On  the  reception  of  these  despatches,  whidi 
were  very  favorable,  steamers  were  despatdied 
with  such  available  infantry  as  General  Palmer 
could  spare,  together  with  supplies  of  amnnuo- 
tion  for  the  Army  and  Navy  at  Plymouth. 
These  steamers  were  detained  in  the  Albemade 
Sound  by  the  gunboats,  then  lying  in  Edentoa 
Bay,  which  had  escaped  from  the  "iron-cW 
at  Plymouth.  In  my  judgment  the  non-arrival 
of  the  infantry  at  Plymouth,  is  most  fortQuato, 
as  they,  together  with  the  steamers,  beyond 
doubt,  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

A  steamer  with  despatches  was  prompHj  sent 
to  General  Harland,  commanding  at  Little  Wash- 
ington, notifying  him  of  the  state  of  afiSun  at 
Plymouth.  He  was  also  requested  to  eeni 
down  such  surplus  troops  as  he  might  have,  to 
be  used  at  such  points  as  might  seem  neces- 
sary. I  also  sent  despatches  for  the  **  Tacony' 
to  proceed  at  once  from  Little  Washington  to 
Plymouth.  Before  these  despatches  arrived, 
Colonel  Dntton,  Chief  of  my  StaflF,  had  prociired 
the  sailing  of  the  "  Tacony"  for  Plymouth — going 
on  board  himself.  Colonel  Dutton  also  sug- 
gested to  General  Harland  that  he  Hhould  san 
the  steamer  "  Pilot-Boy"  with  the  Seventeenii 
Massachusetts  volunteers  to  Plymouth,  but  Geo- 
eral  Harland  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so,  is 
view  of  his  situation. 

All  the  information  received  by  both  the 
Senior  Naval  oflScer,  Conmiander  Davenport,  and 
myself,  was  promptly  sent  to  your  headquartera 
by  both  lines  of  communication. 

General  Wessells  was  supplied  with  provis 
ions,  forage,  ammunition,  tools,  and  other  re 
quisites  for  a  protracted  siege.  His  commanc 
numbered  some  two  thousand  five  hundred  ai 
Plymouth,  and  the  casualties  were  very  small 
notwithstanding  five  assaults  on  Monday.  Hii 
position  was  intact  up  tdf  the  appearance  of  thi 
"iron-clad"  and  "Cotton  Plant"  at  three  a.  it 
the  nineteenth,  and  but  for  the  loss  of  the  rive 
he  could  have  h^ld  the  land  forces  at  hay  fo 
weeks. 

General  Wessells  and  his  command,  and  & 
navy  under  the  late  gallant  LieutenantConmian^i 
er  Flusser,  made  a  heroic  fight  worthy  of  os 
arms.    They  deserve  well  of  the  coQntzy,aQ 
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Uitorj  win  record  in  glowing  tenns  their  hon- 
«aUe  conduct 

A  few  dsys  since,  I  commnnicated  the  infor- 
antion,  entirelj  reliable,  that  floats  were  being 
pRpared  to  bnoy  the  "  ram  "  over  the  principal 
ifeoais  m  the  Neose  River,  between  this  place 
wd  Kinston.  It  haa  been  the  intention  from 
;  fte  first  to  bring  the  two  "  iron-clads  "  from  the 
iBoaooke  and  Nenae  together  in  an  attack  npon 
iXewbern.  Shonld  this  movement  be  delated,  it 
I  vifl  result  solely  from  the  exigencies  of  rebel 
•errice  in  other  parts  of  the  Confederacy. 
I  Gokmel  Ripley,  conmianding  Sub-District  of 
llHofort,  advised  me  of  a  contemplated  move- 
Lot  upon  Fort  Macon,  down  the  Banks,  and 
WKi  pontoons  were  being  made  with  reference 
iIb  this  object  He  farther  advised  that  it  is  cur- 
mmAy  believed  in  Onslow  county,  that  General 
PvtiB  has  been  assigned  the  same  duty  as  be- 
f  to  wit :  the  attack  upon  Newport  Barracks 
the  railroad. 
fh%  reinforcements  sent  to  Greneral  Wessells 
been  ordered  to  occupy  Roanoke 
The  Chief  Engineer  has  also  been  there 
lid  the  Commander,  in  placing  the  Island  in 
be^  state  of  defense.  The  Chief  Engineer 
the  opinion  that  the  "  iron-clad  will 
00  difficulty  in  passing  through  the  Croa- 
Sound,  and  &iB  opinion  is  concurred  in  by 
C^pt^ns  of  our  Transports, 
fiateral  Pafaner,  who  is  immediately  responsi- 
ior  the  safety  of  Newbern  and  its  appenda- 
18  of  the  opinion  that  no  more  troops 
be  detadied  from  his  command.  The 
Naval  Officer  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to 
any  of  the  force  at  his  disposal  here. 

Sace  our  only  disaster  in  North  Carolina  has 

'  from  the  introduction  by  the  rebels  of 

"*  iroo-clads  "  in  tiieir  offensive  oper- 

it  becomes  very  important  to  show  what 

have  been  taken  to  advise  Major-General 

r,  and  to  protect  North  Carolina  from  rebel 

I  afto-  my  arrival,  I  learned  that  the  "  iron- 
vis  on  the  stocks  at  Edwards'  Ferry,  and 
[  the  Department  Commander  in  two  com- 
mons, proposing  a  raid  to  bum  it    The 
'  (id  September)  was,  that "  the  force  of  the 
ent  will  not  permit  of  the  proposed 
Qt  at  present" 
F  iq»tember  tenth,  I  asked  for  a  small  "  iron- 

lovttnber  fifteenth,  1863, 1  addressed  Major- 
leral  Butler  as  follows,  viz. : 
Daring  a  recent  visit  at  Plymouth,  I  found 
Senior  Naval  Officer  somewhat  nervous  in 
■sequence  of  a  report  having  reached  General 
of  an  examination  of  the  Roanoke,  with 
"few  to  lain^i^  down  a  *ram*  at  Edwards' 
Vfiome  twelve  or  ftftc^^n  miles  below  Hali- 
Afl  sorts  of  reports  are  put  afloat  for  the 
of  influencing  our  operations.  My  latest 
are  that  she  is  not  yet  complete. 


**  Since  assuming  the  command  in  North  Car- 
olina, 1  have  kept  strict  watch  over  this  matter, 
and  frequently  advised  General  Foster  respect- 
ing the  progress  of  the  work  on  the  *iron- 
cIm.* 

"  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  burning  it  in 
August,  but  the  General  did  not  feel  very  appre- 
hensive, and  replied  that  the  troops  at  our  com- 
mand would  not  warrant  the  enterprise. 

"The  fortifications  at  Plymouth  have  been 
pushed  with  great  vigor,  and  I  have  added  ma- 
terially to  the  armament  A  water  battery  is  in 
progress  for  a  two  hundred  pounder  rifle  with  a 
centre  pintle  carriage,  which  will  complete  the 
river, works.  While  waiting  for  the  two  hun- 
dred pounder,  I  have  moved  a  hundred  pounder 
from  Hatteras,  which  is  the  only  availaole  gun 
of  the  kind  in  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  feel  very 
apprehensive,  unless  the  'ram'  moves  in  con- 
junction with  a  land  force. 

*•  Doubtless  General  Foster  advised  you  that 
he  had  withdrawn  all  the  best  and  available 
troops  in  North  Carolina.  There  is  no  reserve 
force  here,  nor  in  any  of  the  sub-districts.  In 
case  of  an  advance  upon  the  lines,  the  force 
would  be  quite  too  small  for  a  proper  defence." 

December  twenty-sixth,  1863, 1  wrote  Major- 
General  Butler,  viz. : 

"If  Longstreet  is  well  provided  for  during 
the  inactivity  of  Grant  and  Meade,  and  the 
quiet  of  General  Gillmore,  some  forces  could  be 
collected  for  rebel  enterprises  in  North  Carolina, 
during  our  destitute  condition." 

After  the  attack  on  Newbern,  about  the  first 
of  February,  I  wrote  as  follows: 

"  In  view  of  the  great  interests  at  stake  in  the 
State,  and  of  the  smallness  of  the  force  for  its 

Erotection,  I  hope  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  a 
rigade  of  infantry  may  be  sent  to  me.  A  large 
force  is  much  needed,  and  should  be  sent,  if  it 
can  be  spared  without  jeopardizing  public  in- 
terests elsewhere." 
February  thirteenth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 
"  My  information  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  in- 
duce the  belief  that  *  Jeff  Davis'  has  decided 
upon  recovering  Newbern  and  the  Sounds,  prob- 
ably as  a  preliminary  step  to  Lee*s  retrograde 
movement  in  the  spring.  Both  rams  are  ex- 
pected down  the  Neuse  and  Roanoke  in  con- 
junction with  land  troops.  It  seems  certain  that 
the  one  at  Kinston  is  intended  to  come  down 
on  the  next  high  water." 
February  eighteenth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 
"On  receivmg  most  reliable  information  of 
the  organization  of  a  naval  brigade  for  opening 
these  Sounds,  with  the  aid  of  the  rctms  in  Neuse 
and  Roanoke  rivers,  I  directed  the  blockading 
up  of  the  Neuse  with  old  hulks,  within  range 
of  our  battteries.  This  work  is  now  in  pro- 
gress. I  then  proceeded  to  Little  Washington 
and  perfected  similar  arrangements  in  the  Tar 
River,  and  fully  advised  aU  the  authorities  of 
tlie  reb^l  plans,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders 
for  foiling  them,  to  the  extent  of  our  means, 

"Since  my  retmm  I  have  examined  men  re- 
specting  the  ^ram'  at  Kinston,  and  their  in* 
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formation  is  podtiye,  reliable,  and  confirmatory 
of  what  I  hail  advised  you.  The  ram  is  to  be 
sent  down  on  the  next  high'  water.  The  engine 
has  been  taken  horn  *  Pogh  Mills ;'  it  was  once 
in  a  factory  in  this  city.** 

February  twenty-third,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

"  Your  letter  of  the  twentieth  has  just  reached 
me.  and  I  agree  with  your  views,  except  in  one 
particular,  viz.:  'I  don't  believe  in  the  iron- 
clad.' 

"  Hitherto  it  has  been  a  question  of  iron  and 
time.  A  communication  from  General  Wessels, 
of  the  same  date  as  yours,  settles  the  matter  in 
niy  judgment  His  spy  has  just  come  in  from 
Halifax.  He  came  from  Wilmington,  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds  of  iron  was  on  the  same 
train  for  this  identical  gunboat  The  General 
writes  that  other  parties,  from  near  Gkurysburg, 
who  have  not  seen  the  boat^onfirm  the  reports 
of  the  shipment  of  iron.  He  adds  the  follow- 
ing :  *  In  view  of  the  possibility  of  such  a 
monster  coming  down  it  would  be  weU,  I  think, 
to  procure  the  hulks,  if  practicable,  and  cause 
them  to  be  sunk  in  suitable  places.'  ** 

February  twenty-fourth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

"  Every  day  and  hour  brings  testimony  bear- 
ing upon  the  plan  of  the  Confederate  authorities 
for  driving  us  out  of  the  old  North  State.  It 
has  been  substantially  communicated  by  me. 

'*  The  present  intention  is  to  attack  us  as  soon 
as  the  gunboat  can  get  down. 

^  Mr.  Hall  visited  the  fwn  on  Monday,  this 
week,  and  confirms  all  that  has  been  reported. 
Her  machinery  is  all  in,  and  she  is  about  ready. 
Mr.  Hall  is  about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  of  in- 
telligence and  extensive  acquaintance,  and  has 
come  back  with  his  family.** 

February  twenty-ninth,  1  wrote,  viz. : 

"  He  is  now  removing  the  blockade  and  ob- 
structions, some  six  miles  below  Kinston,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  ihe  ram  and  boat  flo- 
tilla to  this  city.  The  ram  in  the  Roanoke  is 
expected  to  be  in  condition  to  co-operate.  The 
one  at  Kinston  is  virtually  completed,  and  on 
the  first  flood  will  come  down.  They  are  so 
confident  of  success  in  the  Neuse,  that  General 
Pickett  will  not  delay  for  the  one  at  Halifax.** 

March  seventh,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

'*  Colonel  McChesney,  on  the  fifth,  states,  that 
all  the  contrabands  agree  that  tiiere  is  a  large 
force  at  Kinston,  and  also  i^t  Greenville,  and 
that  the  obstructions  below  Elinston  are  being 
removed.** 

March  twelfth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

*'  He  states  that  some  four  hundred  men  were 
put  to  work  on-  the  gunboat  by  Pickett  on  his 
return,  with  instructions  to  complete  her  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  before  the  fourteenth,  the 
anniversary  of  the  fall  of  Newbem.  The  boat 
is  virtually  done,  and  two  additional  guns  for 
her  arrived  last  Tuesday,  making  four  in  all. 
He  was  at  the  blockade,  and  it  has  been  all  re- 
moved and  the  channel  staked  out 

*"  He  thinks  they  have  great  faith  in  the  ranif 
and  fully  intend  an  attack  when  there  is  a 
freshet 


"  I  had  hoped  a  sufficient  force  might  be  Mot 
here  to  enable  me  to  take  the  offensive  and  gire 
the  State  a  chance  to  break  away  from  the  rot* 
ten  Confederacy,  when  the  people  would  n^f 
round  the  army  of  deliverance  and  the  Ubiod. 
This  hope  is  long  deferred,  I  fear.*' 

March  eighteenth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

"  A  few  weeks  since  I  advised  you  of  the  r^ . 
turn  of  a  man  sent  out  by  General  Wessebtl 
procure- information  concerning  ihe  'roM^ 
Halifax.  He  was  on  a  train  that  carried  eooe 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds  of  iron  from  Wil- 
mington to  Halifax. 

''  Yesterday  several  refugees  came  in  Eroa 
Wilmington.  One  of  them  had  been  in  Jbi 
Coleraine  Foundry,  at  Wilmington,  since  theoo» 
mencement  of  the  war.  He  is  from  Indiattij 
He  says  several  shipments  of  iron  have  bed. 
made  to  Halifax  and  Kinston  for  the  gnnboil^^ 
and  confirms  the  report  made  to  General  W*] 
sels.  Some  of  the  iron  has  been  made  oMr-, 
AtLuita,  where  the  Confederates  have  exteom 
works.** 

March  twenty-ninth,  I  wrote,  viz. : 

**  My  spy  came  in  from  Kinston  last  evenly 
having  been  out  seven  days.  He  says  the  t«t 
'  iron-dads*  are  to  act  in  conjunction,  and  wM 
the  enemy  is  ready  he  will  be  attacked.  Til' 
water  has  risen  in  tiie  river,  and  the  '  iroihcbf 
is  afloat  at  Kinston.** 

Anril  fourteenth  I  wrote,  viz. : 

''General  Harland  reports  no  change  mW 
front  on  the  twelfth  inst ;  his  letter  has  the  Uip 
lowine,  which  I  extract : 

'*  *  John  Wolfenden,  who  lives  about  two  jd3^ 
from  Fort  ^  Jack,"  says  that  he  was  up  towing 
Greenville  last  Sunday  and  saw  Captain  Myenll 
Whitford  s  regiment ;  he  says  ti^t  Myers  toll 
him,  that  the  ram  at  Kinston  was  completed, am 
that  the  only  delay  was  in  the  construction  # 
the  small  boats,  to  take  hetr  over  the  shoedt.  BV 
thought  everything  would  be  ready  in  less  iM 
a  week.* 

^  I  think  his  account  of  his  conversation  «iA 
Myers  can  be  relied  on.**  '■ 

(General  Butler  and  Admiral  Lee  examined  ■ 
courier  of  General  Pickett's,  and  he  was  sent  m 
me  March  eighth.    He  stated : 

"  Impression  when  he  left  was  that  Newbefl 
would  be  attacked  when  the  '  ram*  was  dooi 
General  Hoke  said  it  was  a  pity  the^  had  vi 
waited  for  the  *  ram,'  as  Newbem  might  biM 
been  taken  without  trouble. 

^  General  Hoke  placed  three  hundred  men  i 
work  on  the  *  iron-clad.*  ** 

On  the  ninth  of  March  he  wrote,  viz : 

^  I  have  laid  your  previous  despatches  befod 
General  Halleck,  ana  he  teUs  me  that  he  ksoU 
of  no  troops  that  can  be  spared  for  our  Depail 
ment ;  so  we  must  work  along  as  we  are." 

Major-General  Butler  wrote,  February  tw« 
tieth,  in  response  to  this  and  much  more  inffl 
mation, viz :  "I don't  believe  in  the  *  iron-obi' 

On  the  ninth  of  March,  he  wrote  as  follovi 

**  With  the  force  you  have,  we  shaD  exp« 
you  to  hold  North  Cflurolina  against  all  comeia 
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*IkQ*t  let  tbe  army  get  frightened  at  the 
*pm,'  she  niimt  have  at  least  two  feet  of  water 
ll  fl<«t  io,  and  with  proper  vigilance  you  can 
lb  care  of  her." 

This  coBimand  has  been  depleted  from  time  to 
liae.UDtii  on  the  day  of  the  attack  at  Plymouth, 
htn  WIS  ouly  ten  thousand  men  for  duty  in  the 
^kofk  District,  scattered  from  the  banks  below 
Ibrt  Macon  to  Plymouth,  guarding  long  lines  and 
Noypoeto. 

"  Fort^lcaiioHS  and  their  Armaments.'^ 

iboat  tbe  first  of  March  there  was  strong 
to  believe  that  an  attack,  in  conjunction 
I  in  **  iron-clad ,"  was  meditated  on  Newborn. 
;  of  vital  importance  were  ordered,  and  a 
r  rifled  guns  were  called  for  to  arm  them.  To 
I  letter  diaapprovii^  of  these  works,  as  not 
„/dred,  I  replied  March  twenty-seventh,  viz  : 
^•Geuwal  Foster's  plan  of  defense,  on  my  ar- 
Ifm  Angoh),  depended  upon  the  presence  of 
k  fouillj  number  of  gunboats,  which  should 
*  the  interior  of  his  flank-works,  Ste- 
,  Anderson,  and  Spinola,  and  sweep  the 
in  form  of  the  Cremaillere  line,  and  also 
Ifte  other  side  of  the  Trent,  about  Amory  and 
buL  Upon  calling  bis  attention  to  the  uncer- 
I  DaUnre  of  the  Naval  defences,  he  assured  me 
t  be  woold  sepd  six  army  gunboats,  and  in  a 
iware  render  the  army  independent  In  view 
Nds  arrangement  the  naval  force  was  mate- 
pir  reduced,  as  well  as  the  land  force,  and  the 
:ied  army  boats  did  not  arrive.  Under 
circnmstances,  I  proposed  a  small  work 
t  Chtte)  across  the  river,  the  strengthening 
[isderson,  and  the  short  face  on  the  water 

\  of  Spinola. 
[•Genetil  Foster  never  expected  a  water  at- 
\oiich  less  by  an  *  iron-clad'  which  he  at- 
'  to  bom  at  Whitehall,  or  he  would  not 
inide  wooden  gunboats  an  important  ele- 
'  in  bis  defensive  system.    Consequently, 
1  itek  may  be  looked  for  b^  an  army  and 
Hriad,'  lome  slight  modifications  are  essen- 
ItBseearity." 

'h  ^  kiter  part  of  February,  two  "  iron- 
'  I**  vere  near  completion,  and  all  information 
ai  quarters,  indicated  a  grand  combined 
'^  ipon  Newbem.  The  Senior  Naval  officer 
1  lone  iovi  ganboats  for  this  river,  which  he 
'edas  mere  ^^ $keUs"  and  only  fit  for  the 
Snnrey  Service."  For  a  few  days  the 
Jfa»w"  was  here.  In-  the  interview  with  the 
■Eaaaders,  Davenport  and  Blake,  both  agreed 
t  the  afaots  from  the  **  iron-clad"  at  the  obstruc- 
vGold  pass  through  their  steamers  with 
««teit  esse.  They  also  conceded  that  the 
rcrth  goDs  luid  far  greater  range  than  any 
I  ixff  command.  Commander  Bkike  assured 
>  te  be  woold  take  position  on  the  right  of 
[^wiDeri  line, and  let  the  "^  Eutaw"  sink,  if 
■■oy,  for  the  security  of  that  flank.  Under 
*  voBstuices  I  deemed  it  judicious,  in  com- 
1  »Hh  officers  of  rank,  to  attempt  to  hold 
t  ftu^  with  evthen  walls,  rather  than  depend 


upon  wooden  ones.  The  Senior  Engineer  traced 
out  a  small  redoubt,  using  the  old  lmes,and  giv- 
ing a  face  upon  the  river.  It  was  done  quickly ; 
a  one  hundred  pounder  rifle  is  in  the  sahent,  with 
two  thirty-two*s  sweeping  the  dead  angle  in  front 
of  the  Cremailler^  line,  between  &e  line  of  fire 
of  Rowan  and  the  river.  The  Army  and  Navy 
appreciate  the  importance  of  this  work,  which 
I  brought  to  your  notice  on  the  twelfth  inst 

''Fort  Amory r 

The  Trent  River  is  a  very  weak  feature  in  the 
defence  of  Newbem,  compelling  two  distinct 
lines,  dependent  for  communication  upon  a 
bridge,  liable  to  be  burned  at  any  moment,  and 
giving  the  enemy  the  opportunity  of  concentra- 
ting upon  either  line.  Last  sununer  the  river 
was  guarded  by  one  or  two  gunboats,  which 
afforded  a  measure  of  protection  to  the  small 
works,  Amory-  and  Gaston,  escposed  to  assault 
from  their  advanced  positions.  These  works 
are  located  upon  the  high  ground  where  the 
bank  is  bluff',  permitting  a  flotilla  of  small  boats, 
or  a  column  of  infantry,  to  pass  with  compara- 
tive security  in  dark  and  stormy  weather. 

Upon  an  examination  with  General  Palmer 
and  Colonel  Dutton,  something  was  deemed  es- 
sential for  the  Trent  side.  This  conviction  was 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  information  that 
the  officers  do  not  like  to  have  their  gunboats 
in  the  Trent 

The  absence  of  the  naval  element,  and  the  ex- 
pectation of  an  early  attack,  decided  that  a  slight 
extension  of  Amory  was  imperatively  demanded. 
Colonel  Dutton,  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
Engineers  in  the  service,  and  of  great  experi- 
ence, has  looked  after  this  work.  It  will  com- 
mand the  Trent  and  have  a  cross-fire  upon  all 
the  approaches  to  Fort  Totten,  besides  making 
us  independent  of  gunboats  in  that  quarter. 

"  Ordnance,'' 

The  preceding  observations  upon  the  general 
system  of  defence,  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  armament  of  the  fortifications.  Wliile  no 
water  attack  was  expected,  the  old  ordnance  in 
North  CaroUna,  when  I  assumed  command, 
would  have  sufficed.  Not  so  now.  Two  "  iron- 
clads*' menace  us,  and  may  at  any  moment  at- 
tempt to  recover  the  command  of  tbe  Sounds, 
in  conjunction  with  land  forces.  In  view  of 
this  sudden  revolution  in  the  rebel  means  of  at- 
tack, what  artillery  has  this  army  whicfti  can  be 
depended  upon  to  destroy  these  "iron-clads" 
in  the  absence  of  "  Federal  iron-clads  ?" 

It  has  only  seven  suitable  rifles,  six  of  which 
were  here  when  no  iron  boats  were  dreamed  of. 
A  two  hundred  pounder  and  a  one  hundred 
pounder  are  at  Plymouth.  A  one  hundred 
pounder  is  at  Hatteras ;  two  are  at  Fort  Macon, 
and  two  at  Newbem. 

In  case  the  "iron-clad"  passes  Plynaouth, 
Roanoke  Island  and  Hatteras  will  be  visiti'd. 
One  rifle  is  needed  at  Hatteras  tp  replace  the 
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one  moved  to  Plymouth ;  and  one  at  Macon,  to 
replace  the  gun  removed  to  Newbern.  **  Guns 
are  burst,  and  otherwise  crippled  in  active  ser- 
vice," and  there  should  be  at  this  depot,  at  least 
one  or  two  extra,  for  such  contingencies. 
"The    *Southfield/    burst   a    one    hundred 

Sounder  in  extricating  the '  Bombshell*  on  the 
howan.  On  the  twen§r-fourth  Commander  Flus- 
ser  was  expecting  the  *  iron-clad*  and  an  attack 
at  Plymouth,  and  wrote  to  Commander  Daven- 
port, urgently,  for  a  one  hundred  pounder  rifle, 
for  the  ^Southfield.*  Had  I  an  extra  gun,  I 
could  have  served  our  naval  friends  at  a  time 
when  it  would  have  been  appreciated. 

"  If  these  considerations  have  any  force  at  all, 
the  number  (seven)  of  guns  asked  for  by  the 
Ordnance  Omcer  on  the  fourteenth  instant  is 
quite  as  small  as  is  proper. 

"  What  has  been  done  are  such  modifications 
as  seemed  imperativolv  called  for,  in  view  of 
the  public  interests  intrusted  to  me.  Had 
they  not  been  made,  and  disaster  befallen  us, 
the  Government  and  the  Major-General  com 
manding  the  Department  would  not  have  ex- 
cused me  for  delaying  to  communicate  with  the 
Engineer  Officer  at  Fort  Monroe.** 

**  CandusionJ* 

The  criticisms  in  the  letter  on  "  Fortifications 
and  Armaments  **  are  based  upon  principles,  and 
are  unanswerable.  The  views  set  forth  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  March,  have  been  verified  in  the 
clearest  manner  by  the  (all  of  Plymouth.  The 
defenses  on  the  left  of  Fort  Williams  (the  cen- 
tral work)  consists  of  open  works,  and  are  de- 
pend ent  upon  the  gunboats.  The  gunboats  were 
forced  out  of  the  river,  the  *  iron-clad*  attacked 
these  works  in  rear,  and  they  soon  became  un- 
tenable. The  land  forces  entered  the  town  on 
that  flank.  Had  all  the  works  been  endoded,  the 
results  would  have  been  very  diflferent 

When  we  were  at  Plymouth,  I  called  your  atp 
tention  to  this  feature  of  the  system  of  defence. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Peck, 

Vaj(x-QeaenL 

To  Major-General  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

dommandlng  Department  Virginia  and  North  Otfolina, 
Fortreat  Monroe,  Virginia. 

gTBAOua,  Nsw  York,  May  28, 1864. 

General  L.  Thomas,  AdjuUxnt-OeTierai,  U.  S.  A: 
Sib:  There  is  iQUch  in  this  report  that  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  should  see,  and  as 
I  am  no  longer  in  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  I  hasten  to  transmit  the 
same  with  the  request  that  General  Butler  may 
be  furnished  a  copy. 

On  the  fourth  inst,  Colonel  F.  Beach,  United 
States  army,  second  in  command  at  Plymouth, 
reported  to  me  inperson,  that  Greneral  Hoke  in- 
formed General  Wessells  and  himself,  that  the 
works  I  had  constructed,  since  Pickett's  demon- 
stration at  Newbern  in  February,  saved  that  place 


from  attack  at  that  time.  The  works  referred  to 
are  those  pronounced  unnecessary  by  General 
Butler. 

In  my  correspondence,  the  belief  is  uniformlj 
expressed  that  the  Confederates  would  attempt 
to  drive  us  from  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

In  February,  Pickett  attacked  Batcbelor*8 
Creek,  Croatan,  Havelock,  Newport,  and  otibcr 
places,  threatening  Newbern.  Other  plans  were 
mterfered  with,  or  delayed.  The  loss  of  Rt- 
mouth  and  Little  Washington  was  promptly  fol- 
lowed by  a  campaign  for  Newbern.  The  follow- 
ing letter  is  pertinent  and  verifies  my  prediction. 

Xa7S,U6i 

General:  I  have  just  heard  from  Captain 
Cook,  commanding  the  iron-clad  Albemarle,  who 
writes  that  he  feels  satisfied  that  the  boat  can 
stand  the  Sound,  and  will  be  with  us. 

I  will  move  at  six  o'clock  to-morrow  momii^ 
and  will  communicate  with  you  at^PoUocksTflfe, 
on  the  river  bank,  as  soon  as  I  reach  that  point 
I  desire  you  to  move  at  six  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  and  proceed  to  PoUocksville,  and  while 
your  column  is  resting  there,  you  will  conBtrnct 
a  bridge  over  Mill  Creek.  You  will  have  two 
mUes  less  to  march  than  my  column,  in  going  to 
PoUocksville.  Respectfully  yours, 

R.  T.  Hoa, 

lbOor-G«D(nL 
To  General  W. 


Hoke's  forces,  estimated  at  twelve  thousand, 
left  tiie  vicinity  of  Newbern  on  the  sixth  of  Ma/, 
for  Richmond,  and  Newbern  is  stiU  ours. 

GiBueral  Butler  did  not  believe  any  demoa- 
stration  would  be  made  upon  my  command,  at  aar 
time, and  adhered  to  his  theory  up  to  my  with- 
drawal, as  will  be  seen  from  fiie  following  ex- 
tract: 

HBADQUAinvRS  ElUHi'lJMM  Arht  Cotn,  \ 
FoBTiuBB  MomtoB,  May  8, 18M.  j 

General  :  Tour  note  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
April  reached  my  hand  to-day,  and  I  hasten  to 
reply. 

Your  being  relieved  from  Newbern  by  mo  in 
no  manner  implies  any  censure  upon  your  action 
or  disapproval  of  your  administration,  and  wai 
determmed  upon  manv  days  before  the  order 
was  actually  sent,  and  oefore  it  was  known  or 
believed  t^at  there  would  be  any  demonstration 
upon  your  command  by  the  enemy.  That  order 
was  delayed  by  the  necessities  of  the  service  in 
other  movements  of  the  Department,  which  are 
solelv  subjects  of  explanation. 

With  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  F.  Bittlxr, 

To  Major-General  Peck. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  J.  Pecc, 

MiOor-G«DenL 
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HiADQiDAKnBa  Emhimwih  Armt  Ookfs,  \ 
NcwBOur,  Aognst  17, 1863.     ) 

i^General  J.  O.  Foster,  comTnanding  Be- 
^aiimaU  <f  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
Foftr&s  Mtmroe: 

Oa  the  fifteenth  instant  I  received  a  commn- 
icatkm  from  Admiral  Lee,  United  States  Navy, 
I  Uie  effect  that  the  iron-clad  on  the  Roanoke, 
[Ei wards'  Ferry,  was  nearly  completed. 
Oa  the  sixteenth  I  reached  Plymouth,  and  had 
\  iDterview  with  General  Weasels  and  Captain 
sser.  Some  deserters  had  just  arrived,  and 
them  the  following  information  was  eli- 
led  in  respect  to  Rainbow  Bluff,  etc.,  etc.: 
g^ODS  in  embrasure  to  command  the  ap- 
h  by  the  river  from  below.  One,  a  rifled 
tr-two  pounder;  others  twenty-four  pounders, 
(be  twenty-four  pounder  on  field  carriage  in  an 
gle  of  the  fort,  sweeps  &e  latid  approaches. 
(  are  also  two  twelve-pounders,  braps,  and 
ftlx-^unders  playing  over  the  breastwork ; 
its  on  bank  below  fort,  two  hundred  yards 
five  field-pieces  artillery  in  Hamilton — 
as  battery ;  three  companies,  Pales'  battal- 
garrison  the  fort  At  Butler's  Bridge,  two 
s  from  the  fort,  are  intreuchments,  with  a 
s  for  one  gun. 
Coip  of  Seventeenth  regiment  (eleven  hun- 
Bd  strong),  near  the  fort,  and  the' camp  of  the 
^^-8ii:th  regiment  about  one  mile  from  Ham- 
from  fort,  and  from  Butler's  Bridee. 
Xi  ^VTiitney*s  Bridge  (river  road)  the  bridge 
E^strojed,  road  barricaded,  and  a  breastwork 
» hundred  yards  above.  Five  thousand  men 
Garrysburg ;  five  hundred  men  at  Edwards' 
ETj,  guarding  the  iron-clad  battery  and  iron- 
i  in  oourse  of  construction. 

recent  dispositions  have  resulted  from 
late  raids,  and  will  make  it  a  matter  of 
difficulty  to  destroy  the  "  iron-clad"  at  Bi- 
rds'Ferry. 

?or  this  enterprise,  from  eight  hundred  to 
\  thousand  eood  cavalry  wiU  be  requisite. 
'  pbo  would  be  to  land  the  cavalry  six  or 
'i  miles  above   Plymouth,  and    move    by 
^isor,  on  an    intermediate  road,  Roxobul, 
..  since  this  rout  has  been  less  used  by  our 
{» than  the  one  via  Winton. 
demonstration  from   Norfolk  via  Winton 
a  Weldon,  at  the  same  time,  would  mater i- 
enbance  the  chances  of  success, 
respectfully  submit  the  above  information 
SQ^estions  for  vour  consideration. 
Very  req>ectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  J.  Pbck, 

Ifqjor-Oenoral. 


Doc.  21. 

BATTLES  OP  PILOT  KNOB  AND  LEESBXJEG, 
MISSOUBL 

GENERAL  SWINGS  OFnCIAL  REPORT. 

HBAoqcAKiiBB  9t.  I/htb  DiBfnacr,       \ 
Sr.  LouB,  MBBoun,  Oc(ot>er  20,1864./ 

OeimdJ.  V.  Du  Bois,  Chirfof  Stojf,  Headquar- 
^  Department  of  the  Missouri : 
^:  I  have  the  nonor  to  report  that  on  the 


night  of  the  twenty-fourth  September,  the  Ma- 
jor-General  commanding,  having  learned  that 
Price's  army  had  entered  the  Department  by 
way  of  Poplar  Bluflfs  and  Bloomfield,  ordered 
me  to  take  a  brigade  of  the  Second  divis- 
ion. Sixteenth  army  corps,  which  was  then  at 
Jefferson  Barracks,  and  patrol  and  garrison  the 
Iron  Mountain  railroad — reporting  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  A.  J.  Smith,  who  was  to  follow  next  day 
with  the  other  brigade  of  the  division. 

At  De  Soto,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to 
await  further  orders  from  General  Smith,  I  went 
on  with  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  infantry,  strength- 
ening the  garrisons  at  all  the  bridges,  and  making 
temporary  headquarters  at  Mineral  Point. 
From  each  station  where  there  was  cavalry,  I 
sent  scouting  parties  east  and  west,  which  re- 
turned by  Monday  morning,  reporting  no  enemy 
north  of  Fredericktown.  They  brought,  how- 
ever, apparently  credible  rumors  that  Price 
was  at  FredericKtown  with  all  his  army. 

At  ten,  Monday  morning,  I  took  companies  B, 
C,  D,  E,  and  H,  Fourteenth  Iowa  infantry,  under 
Captain  Campbell,  and  went  to  Pilot  Knob.  Ma- 
jor James  Wilson,  Third  Missouri  State  militia 
cavalry,  then  commanded  the  Third  sub-district 
of  this  district,  with  headquarters  at  that  post. 
He  had,  under  orders,  withdrawn  his  outposts 
from  Patterson,  Centreville,  Fredericktown,  and 
Farmington,  and  collected  at  Pilot  Knob  all  the 
available  force  of  his  sub-district  except  brigade 
guards.  The  force  there  present  consisted  of 
companies  A,  F,  E,  G,  H,  and  I,  Forty-seventh 
Missouri  infantry.  Captain  Lindsay's  company. 
Fiftieth  Missouri  infantry,  which  were  raw 
troops,  with  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  officers  and  men  for  duty ;  and  Com- 
panies A,  C,  D,  H,I,and  K,  Third  Mis3ouri  State 
Militia  cavabry;  compaiiy  L,  Second  Missouri 
State  Militia  cavabry ;  company  G,  First  Missouri 
State  MUitia  infantry,  and  Captain  Montgom- 
ery's battery,  which,  with  the  detachment  or  the 
Fourteenth  .Iowa,  made  an  aggregate  of  old 
troops  for  duty  of  five  hundred.  The  enture 
oommand  was  one  thousand  and  fifty-one  volun- 
teers, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  citizens — 
enough  to  man  the  fort  My  instructtons  from 
Major-General  Rosecrans  were  to  have  "Major 
Wilson  endeavor  to  hold  Pilot  Knob  against  any 
mere  detachment  of  the  enemy,  but  to  evacuate 
if  Price's  main  army  should  move  against  it 

The  village  of  Pilot  Knob,  which  is  the  ter- 
minus of  the  railroad,  and  tiie  Depot  for  sup- 
ply of  the  lower  outposts,  is  eighty-six  miles 
south  of  St  Louis.  It  lies  in  a  plain  of  about 
three  hundred  acres,  encircled  by  Cedar  and 
Rock  Mountain  on  the  North,  Pilot  Knob  on  the 
east,  and  Shepherd  Mountain  stretching  around 
the  valley  on  the  south  and  west.  Each  hill  is 
from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  feet  in  height, 
and  rises  abruptly  from  the  valley,  with  the  sides 
towards  it  covered  with  rocks,  gnarled  oaks, 
and  undergrowth.  The  southern  and  western 
slopes  of  Shepherd  Mountain  are  accessible,  and 
several  roads  lead  over  them  to  "  the  coalings" 
on  its  summit  Stout's  Creek  flows  along  the 
base  of  Shepherd's  Mountain^  and  through  a 
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gap  between  it  and  Pilot  Knoh,  into  a  larger 
vaftey  of  several  thousand  acres,  encircled  by 
a  chain  of  hills,  in  the  northern  end  of  which, 
and  about  a  mile  from  the  town  of  Pilot  Knob, 
is  the  Tillage  of  Ironton.  Through  this  gap 
runs  tiie  road  from  Pilot  Knob  to  Frederickton, 
passing  out  of  the  larger  valley  by  "  the  Shut- 
in,"  a  gap  four  miles  south-east  of  Pilot  Klnob. 
The  two  valleys  are  called  "Arcadia." 

Fort  Davidson  is  a  hexagonal  work  mounting 
four  tiiirty-two  pounder  siege  guns,  and  three 
twenty-four  pounder  howitzers  en  barbette.  It 
lies  on  the  plain  south  of  the  village  of  Pilot 
Knob,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  base 
of  Shepherd  Mountain,  six  hundred  from  the 
base  of  Pilot  Knob  and  one  thousand  from  the 
gap.  From  the  Fort  to  the  remotest  summit  of 
mese  hills  visible  from  it,  it  is  not  over  twelve 
hundred  yards ;  while  all  parts  of  the  hillsides 
towards  the  Fort,  except  the  west  end  of  Shep- 
herd Mountain,  are  in  musket  range.  The  Fort 
was  always  conceded  to  be  indefensible  a^nst 
any  large  army  having  serviceable  artillery. 
E)aj*ly  last  summer  I  sent  competent  engineers  to 
select  another  site ;  but  such  are  the  (ufficulties 
of  the  position,  no  practicable  place  could  be 
found  any  more  defensible.  I  therefore  had  the 
roads  leading  up  the  hills  obstructed,  cleared 
the  nearest  hill-sides  of  timber,  and  put  the  fort 
in  a  thorough  state  of  defence  by  deepening  the 
ditches,  strengthening  the  parapet,  and  adding 
two  rifle-pits,  leading  ndrth  and  south,  command 
ing  the  best  approaches. 

On  reaching  Pilot  Knob  at  noon  of  Monday, 
September  twenty-sixth,  I  found  scouting  par- 
ties had  been  sent  the  night  before  on  all  the 
main  roads,  but  that  the  party  sent  towards 
Fredericktown  had  returned  after  going  but  six 
or  eight  miles.  I  forthwith  sent  two  companies 
to  make  a  thorough  reconnoissance  towards 
Fredericktown,  and  a  small  scouting  party,  under 
Captain  Bowers,  to  cross  the  roads  leading  from 
the  south  to  that  place,  and  leani  of  the  loyal 
people  on  them  as  much  as  possible  as  to  the 
force  of  the  enemy.  Both  commands  met  Price's 
advance  in  Arcadia  Valley,  near  Shut-in  Gkip,and 
were  forced  back  into  the  town  of  Ironton, 
where,  with  Captain  Dinger's  company,  Forty- 
seventh  Missouri  volunteers,  then  on  duty  there, 
they  made  a  stand.  I  reinforced  them  with  the 
detatchment  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa,  under 
Captain  Campbell,  a  section  of  Montgomery's 
battery.  Lieutenant  Simonttm  commanding,  and 
all  my  available  cavalry,  placing  the  whole  under 
command  of  Major  WUson,  with  orders  to  drive 
the  enemy,  if  possible,  through  Shut-in  Gap. 
He  drove  them  to  the  Gap,  but  was  unable  to 
hold  them  there,  and  was  being  forced  back 
gradually,  when  night  and  a  rain-storm  suspended 
the  engagement 

By  midnight  it  was  evident  the  enemy  were 
in  strong  force,  as  their  column  could  be  heard 
coming  into  the  valley  in  steady  procession,  and 
their  encampment  grew  extensive.  We  still  did 
not  know  positively  that  Price's  main  army  was 
there,  though  all  our  information  was  decidedly 


to  liiat  effect  But  the  advantages  qf  debying 
the  enemv  two  or  three  days  in  his  march  nottb- 
ward,  and  of  making  a  stubborn  fight  before  re- 
treating, were  so  great,  even  though  the  defense 
should  be  unsuccessful  and  much  qf  the  garrison 
be  lost,  that  I  resolved  to  stand  fast  and  take  the 
chances.  I  immediately  forwarded  np  the  nil- 
road  all  the  Quartermaster  and  Commissary 
stores  not  needed  in  the  fort,  and  all  the  rolling 
stock,  and  started  the  Quartermaster'^  wagoDs 
empty.  Details  were  set  at  work  constmctiiff 
in  the  fort  six  platformed  barbettes  for  the  field 
artillery,  four  pieces  of  which  were  taken  into 
it  Lieutenant  David  Murphy,  Forty-seventh 
Missouri  Volunteers,  a  most  gallant  officer  and 
experienced  artillerist,  was  assigned  to  dut^  on 
my  staff  as  Aide-de-Camp,  and  given  general  con- 
trol of  the  artillery.  Major-General  Smitii, 
whose  immediate  command  was  at  Do  Soto  and 
Mineral  Point,  was  kept  fully  advised  by  tele- 
graph of  my  information,  movements,  and  pur- 
poses, until  eleven  o'clock  Tuesday  forenoon, 
when  the  line  went  down. 

At  daylight  (Tuesday)  the  enemy  pushed 
Wilson  back  through  Arc^ia  Valley  to  the  gap 
between  Shepherd  Mountain  and  Pilot  Knoh 
While  they  were  trying  to  force  the  gap,  I  o^ 
dered  the  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  Iowa 
to  take  position  on  the  east  end  of  Sheph^ 
Mountain,  and  ordered  Wilson  to  fall  back  with 
his  cavalry  along  the  side  of  Pilot  Knob,  thns 
commanding  the  gap  from  both  sides,  and  open- 
ing a  clear  ranee  from  the  fort  Wilson  soon 
sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  were  displayii^  a 
flag  of  truce.  I  knew  it  was  a  trick  to  effect  a 
sate  passage  of  the  gap  while  parlying  about  a 
surrender,  and  therefore  ordered  him  to  renew 
the  fight  at  once.  A  long  and  obstinate  stmg- 
gle  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  considera- 
bly in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  pass  the  defile. 
During  an  hour  of  comparative  quiet  which 
followed,  they  threw  a  force  around  Shepherd 
Mountain  and  approached  from  the  west,  bnt 
that  approach  was  too  greatly  exposed,  and 
they  were  driven  from  it  By  our  artillery,  aided 
by  two  companies  of  skirmishers.  An  honr 
more,  and  my  troops  were  summarily  ejected 
from  the  points  commanding  the  gap,  the  enemy 
following  them  along  the  nill-sides  in  strong 
force.  When  they  had  well  advanced,  we 
opened  on  them  with  all  our  guns  and  drove 
them  back  in  disorder  with  heavy  loss.  We 
retook  the  gap — were  again  forced  from  it — and 
again  with  artillery  drove  them  from  the  hill- 
sides. They  got  two  pieces  in  position  on  the 
east  side  of  Shepherd  Mountain,  commanding  a 
part  of  the  side  of  Pilot  Knob,  which,  bein^ 
equally  commanded  by  the  fort,  became  neutral 
ground.  We  still  held,  with  skirmishers,  the 
sides  of  Shepherd  Mountain,  except  next  the 
gap,  and  the  side  of  Pilot  Knob  not  raked  by 
5ieir  artillery. 

After  an  hour  of  lull,  lines  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  at  exposed  points  on  the  summits  of 
the  two  hills,  moving  down,  and  almost  before 
we  could  open  fire  on  them,  another  white  flag 
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wtf  raised  on  a  rock  near  the  snmmit  of  Shep- 
herd Mountain,  where  a  group  of  officers  had 
been  tiking  ohserrations  under  shelter.  With 
Ibe  opening  of  a  brisk  cannonade  on  the  group 
fte  ibg  was  hauled  down.  The  design  was 
phinlj  to  suspend  the  firing,  so  that  their  forces 
B^t  approach  to  the  assai^t  in  safety.  I  now 
ordered  into  the  fort  the  sec  don  of  artiQerj  op- 
entiiig  outside,  but  the  horses  stampeded  and 
eookl  not  be  got  in.  The  section  remained  un- 
der cover  of  our  fire,  however,  and  was  brought 
in  before  dark.  Here  the  enemj  opened  on  us 
vi&  two  guns  from  the  Summit  of  Shepherd 
loimtun,  at  about  seven  hundred  yards,  and 
two  from  the  side,  at  a  less  distance.  The  guns 
were  weD  covered,  and  we  could  silence  only 
one  d  them,  the  two  nearest  getting  and  keep- 
DToor  rai^e  exactly. 

ilte  division  on  Shepherd  Mountain  was 
Mffmsdnke's,  which,  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
vidte  flag,  and  the  opening  of  their  artillery. 
Bored  r^idly  down  to  uke  assault,  his  lines 
gready  broken  by  the  rugged  and  steep  de- 
•Ewt,  and  by  our  fire,  which  told  with  marked 
cAect  upon  them.  On  reaching  the  plain,  the 
■est  of  the  assaulting  force  took  cover  in  the 
deep  bed  of  the  creek,  from  which  they  opened 
lad  kept  op  an  incessant  fire.  About  one  hun- 
dred ventured  on  to  the  assault,  but  fell,  or 
were  driven  back  before  they  reacned  the  ditch. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  ^e  movement  of 
ManBaduke's  division,  that  of  General  Fagan 
Buched  over  Pflot  Knob  in  stronger  force,  and 
k«  disturbed  by  our  fire,  sweeping  back  in 
fiwrder,  or  cutting  off  our  companies  which 
kU  the  town  and  part  of  the  mountain  sides. 
His  Hnea  were  greatly  broken  by  the  houses 
nd  fieoces  of  the  skirt  of  the  town,  but  were 
bstOr  re-formed  by  him,  and  by  General  Cabell, 
vbu  W  the  assault,  and  swept  upon  the  plain 
in  bodaome  style,  yelling,  and  on  the  double- 
yki.  We  open^  on  them  when  at  four  hun- 
dred jards  from  the  fort,  with  musketry  from 
fee  ramparts,  and  from  the  long  line  of  the 
Bedh  rifle-pit,  and  with  grape  and  canister 
from  seven  pieces  of  artiflery.  They  rushed 
a  most  gallantly,  but  were  broken,  confused, 
■d  swept  down  by  our  rapid  and  well-directed 
fre,  until  the  advance  reached  the  ditch,  when 
&e  attacking  forces  fled  in  dismay,  leaving  ap- 
pucDtly  almost  half  their  comrades  dead  or 
TOQoded  on  the  plain.  Pending  the  assaults, 
4e  enemy  threw  a  large  cavalry  force  around 
tfce  vest  end  of  Shepherd  Mountain,  to  occupy 
fte  road  north  of  us  to  Mineral  Point.  As 
(bev  moved  along  the  base  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
jst  after  the  last  assault  was  repulsed,  a  sortie 
18  made  from  the  north  ditch,  by  which  they 
We  routed  and  lost  considerably.  A  half 
W  of  ineffective  musketry  and  artillery  firing 
(sded  the  engagement  with  the  approach  of 

Aa  examination  of  prisoners  that  evening  con- 
v&oed  me  that  Price  was  there,  with  about 
twelve  thousand  men  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery 
'-&etbjr'8  division,  with  eight  pieces,  having 


gone  from  Fredericktown  to  Parmington.  I  had 
found  myself  unable,  with  my  force  intact,  to 
hold  the  mountain  sides  so  as  to  prevent  his 
planting  artillery  there.  My  command  was  now. 
reduced  one-fomih  in  effective  strength,  as  I  had 
lost  seventy-five  killed  and  wounded,  and  more 
than  double  that  number  missing.  I  knew  that 
next  morning  the  enemy,  having  possession  of 
the  mountain  top  and  sides,  would  place  all  his 
artillery  in  position  to  command  the  fort,  which 
would  make  it  certainly  untenable.  That  mdm- 
ing,  at  the  time  when  telegraphic  communication 
ended,  two  regiments  of  Major-General  Smithes 
command  were  at  Mineral  Point,  twenty-three 
miles  north  of  us,  and  four  miles  east  of  Potosi. 
I  tiiought  they  were  probably  there  still,  and 
that  by  getting  it  good  start  we  could  effect  a 
junction  with  them,  and  fall  back  or  stand,  as 
the  movement  and  force  of  the  enemy  might 
permit.  I  therefore  determined  to  evacuate  that 
night  The  chief  danger,  was  that  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  refreat  might  be  observed,  and  the 
garrison  cut  to  pieces  or  captured,  in  the  con- 
fusion incident  to  the  exit  The  works  of  the 
Iron  Company,  at  the  north  base  of  Pilot  Klnob 
had  been  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  the  immense 
pile  of  charcoal  glowed  and  flamed  all  night, 
making  the  vaUey  as  light  as  noonday.  More- 
over, I  learned  Colonel  Slayback's  command  held 
the  Mineral  Point  road  just  north  of  the  town, 
leaving  the  Potosi  road  the  only  exit  not  certain- 
ly in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  But,  with 
all  its  dangers,  the  policy  of  retreat  was  clearly 
best ;  and  preparations  for  it  began  at  midnight 
I  had  Colonel  Fletcher  arrange  for  having  the 
magazine,  (which  was  large  and  filled  with  every 
variety  of  ammunition)  blown  up  two  hours  after 
we  left,  or  as  soon  as  our  exit  should  be  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy.  We  took  possession  of 
the  town  and  valley,  and  drove  thence,  all 
straggling  rebels.  The  garrison  was  then 
aroused,  knapsacks  packed,  haversacks  and  car- 
tridge-boxes well  supplied,  and  everything  des- 
tructible, which  we  could  not  take  away,  and 
the  enemy  might  use,  placed  near  or  on  the 
magazine.  At  three  o'clock  Colonel  Fletcher 
silently  led  the  infantry  out  of  the  sally-port, 
around  the  ditch  and  through  the  north  rifleyit, 
forming  them  under  the  cover  of  a  deep  shadow 
at  the  end  of  the  pi^  The  drawbridge  was 
then  covered  with  tents  to  muffle  the  sound,  and 
the  cavalry  and  battery,  marching  out,  formed 
column  with  the  infantry,  and  took  a  by-way  to 
the  Potosi  road.  We  left  Slayback*s  camp  on 
our  right,  and  another  rebel  camp  near  the  road 
on  our  left,  both  unapprised  of  our  movement 
The  body  of  the  rebel  army  was  at  fronton ; 
and,  thinting  us  sufficiently  hemmed  in,  were 
busy  making  fascines  and  scaling  ladders,  fbr  an 
assault  in  the  morning.  They  even  failed  to  take 
the  hint  when  the  magazine,  an  hour  before 
daylight,  shook  the  hills  with  its  explosion. 

At  sunrise,  I  started  Captain  Hills, Tenth  Kan- 
__s,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp,  with  twelve  men,  to 
Mineral  Point,  to  acquaint  the  command  there  of 
my  approach,  and  request  it  im  march  to  join  me. 
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On  starting,  they  fell  upon  aboat  twenty  rebels 
in  the  tow.n  of  Caledonia,  and  routed  them,  kill- 
ing one.  We  there  learned  that  our  forces  had 
fallen  back  from  Mineral  Point,  and  that  Shelby 
had  taken  Potosi  the  evening  before;  and  I 
therefore  at  once  left  the  Potosi  road  .and  took 
that  through  Webster  towards  RoUa.  I  after- 
wards learned  that,  after  his  repulse  Tuesday, 
Price  ordered  Shelby's  division  down  from 
Potosi  to  Pilot  Knob,  to  take  part  in  a  second 
attack,  and  that  the  squad  we  routed  at  Cale- 
donia was  Shelby's  advance.  He  waited  several 
hours  with  his  division,  to  give  us  battle  two 
miles  north  of  Caledonia,  thus  giving  us  a  good 
start  on  the  Webster  road  before  pursuing. 
Marmaduke's  division  left  Pilot  Knob  at  eight 
that  morning  to  overtake  us,  a^d  joining  Shelby 
in  the  pursuit  at  Caledonia. 

At  sundown,  we  reached  Webster,  thirty-one 
miles  from  Pilot  Knob,  and  rested  until  mid- 
night From  information  received  there,  I  de- 
termined to  go  to  Harrison  (Leesburg),  on  the 
south-west  branch  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  because 
part  of  Colonel  Warmuth's  militia  regiment  was 
there,  but  especially  because  the  road  to  RoUa 
was  one  on  which  we  could  be  easily  surrounded 
by  a  superior  cavalry  force,while  that  to  Harrison 
led  nearly  all  the  way  along  a  sharp  spur  of  the 
Ozark  range,  separating  the  waters  of  the  Huzza 
and  the  Courtois,  and  torough  the  gorge  of  the 
Huzza,  walled  in  with  untraversable  cUfifs.  To 
Rolla  was  fifty-five  miles,  to  Harrison  thirty-five. 
1  here  sent  Captain  Hills  with  ten  men  in  ad- 
vance to  Franklin,  with  instructions  to  telegraph 
to  the  Major-General  commanding  at  St.  Louis, 
and  to  General  McNeil,  at  Rolla,  of  our  move- 
ments, and  to  arrange  means  for  securing  our 
safe  and  speedy  withdrawal  firom  Harrison  to 
Rolla  or  SL  Louis. 

The  night  was  intensely  dark  and  stormy ;  and 
we  groped  oiu"  way  with  great  effort  and  little 
progress-  We  had  just  reached  the  ridge  at 
eight  o'clock  Thursday  morning,  when  the  enemy 
charged  upon  our  rear  guard  and  drove  it  upon 
the  column.  I  placed  the  detachment  of  the 
Fourteenth  Iowa  infantry,  company  H,  Forty- 
seventh  Missouri,  companies  C,  D  and  K,  Third 
Missouri,  State  Militia  cavalry,  and  Lieutenant 
Smiley's  section  of  artillery,  in  the  rear,  all  under 
command  of  Major  Williams,  Tenth  Kansas, 
acting  Aide-de-Camp,  and  with  occasional  halts 
to  rake  the  woods  with  shell  and  canister,  we 
made  a  good  and  successful  march,  the  enemv 
almost  constantly  engaged  with  our  rear  guard, 
but  unable  to  break  through  or  flank  i^  until 
within  four  miles  of  Harrison.  There  the  road 
debouches  on  a  high  sweep  of  gently  rolling 
woodland,  and  from  that  we  fought  hard  for 
every  step  we  gained.  The  refugees,  man, 
women  and  children,  white  and  black,  who  clung 
to  the  command,  nearly  sacrificed  it  by  their  pan- 
ics. I  had  to  throw  out  the  available  fighting 
force,  infantry  and  cavalry,  as  advance  and  rear 
guards  and  flankers,  leaving  in  the  body  of  the 
column  the  aflErighted  non-combatants  and  two 
sections  of  artillery ^not  often  brought  into  action 


on  the  retreat  Repeated  and  stubborn  efforts 
were  made  to  bring  us  to  a  stand,  and  could  they 
have  forced  a  halt  of  an  hour,  they  would  have 
enveloped  and  taken  us ;  but  our  halts,  though 
frequent,  were  brief,  and  were  only  to  unlimber 
the  artillery,  stagger  the  pursuers  with  a  few 
rounds,  and  move  on.  We  reached  Harrison 
just  after  dark,  having  made  the  march  of  sixty- 
six  miles  in  thirty-nine  hours.  We  found  War- 
muth's militia  g6ne. 

The  station  is  thirty-five  miles  from  RoUa, 

forty-five  from  Franklin,  ind  eighty-two  from  St. 

Louis.    The  position  is  naturally  strong,  being 

on  the  crest  of  a  ridge,  with  no   timber  to 

obstruct  the  range  for  two  hundred  yards  on 

either  side.    A  cut  for  the  railroad  track  gave 

shelter  for  the  horses ;  a  large  number  of  ties 

were   there,  of  which  the  militia  bad  made 

breastworks,  and  the  adjacent  buildings  vere 

well  situated  for  purposes  of   defence.     My 

command  had  just  time  to  form  and  the  artillery 

to  unlimber.  when  an  assault  was  made ;  bat, 

aided  bv  darkness  and  our  rude  defences,  we 

repulsed  it    Just  then  the  eastern  train  amved 

with  military  stores  for  Rolla,  and  cars  enough 

i  to  move  my  troops.    We  got  the  command 

I  aboard, and  were  about  to  start  for  St  Louis, with 

I  the  cavalry  moving  on  a  parallel  road,  when  the 

I  nearest  stations  north  ana  south  of  us  were  seen 

I  in  flames.    The  command  was  at  once  taken  oi 

the  cars,  and  the  night  spent  in  fortifying. 

At  daybreak,  Friday,  the  enemv  appeared  in 
force  and  prepared  apparently  for  an  assanlt 
They  kept  up  a  demonstration  througHout  the 
day,  accompanied  with  a  heavy  fire  of  skir^ 
mishers,  which  was  well  replied  to  from  our  de^ 
fenses.  Having  less  than  thirty  rounds  to  the 
gun  we  used  our  artillery  but  little,  reserving 
it  for  the  moment  of  assault,  or  the  emergencies 
of  a  further  retreat  The  day  passed  in  instant 
expectation  of  an  attack  in  force  and  in  unre- 
mitting labor  on  the  defenses,  which  were  ex- 
tended and  strengthened  so  they  grew  formidar^ 
ble.  Friday  "night  another  assault  was  repulsed 
and  the  night  passed  in  snatches  of  rest  amid 
hourly  and  most  harassing  alarms.  Hearing 
nothing  of  reinforcements,  I  at  midnight  dis 

Eatched  a  citizen  messenger  to  RoUa,  to  asl 
elp  from  there ;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maupiil 
to  Franklin  to  advise  the  Major-CJeneral  command 
ing  of  mv  condition,  and  endeavor  to  bring  Bomi 
mounted  militia  from  Franklin  coimty  to  my  aid 
if  nothing  better  could  be  done — ^my  now  tota 
want  of  serviceable  cavalry,  and  the  exbau8te<j 
condition  of  the  infantry,  having  made  a  furthei 
retreat  extremely  hazardous.  The  citizen  got  U 
Rolla,  but  Lieutenant^olonel  Maupin  and  Cap 
tain  Schenck  and  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  who  ac 
companied  him,  could  not  accomplish  thei 
errand,  and  barely  escaped  capture. 

Saturday  morning  the  enemy  appeared  h 
increased  force,  thoroughly  reconnoitred  oul 
position  and  made  every  preparation  to  ta^e  ue 
tint  the  forenoon  passed  like  the  day  before 
in  an  incessant  fire  with  their  skirmishers,  an< 
constant  expectation  of  an  assault    I  think  ou 
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^oogh  readiness  and  plain  purpose  to  fight  it 
out  made  (General  Shelby,  who  was  in  command, 
Ceeltfaatwe  wonid  cost  more  than  our  worth. 
He  drew  off  at  two  p.  ic.,  and  at  four  p.  ic.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Beveridge,  Seventeenth  Illinois 
cavaliT,  with  five  hundred  men  of  his  command, 
came  to  our  rescue  from  General  McNeil,  at 
R(>Ik  Strong  cavalry  pickets  were  at  once 
posted  on  four  roads  occupied  by  the  enemy 
Dordi  of  oar  encampment,  and  were  pushed  out 
more  than  a  mile.  At  midnight,  leaving  an  hun- 
dred men  to  occupy  Harrison  and  reinforce  the 
picketB  if  necessary,  and  to  destroy  the  few 
stores  left  in  the  train  unissued,  I  withdrew  my 
cummuid  and  marched  for  KoUa.  On  arriving 
a:  ^  Jamee,  twelve  miles  from  Rolla,  at  noon 
Sandav,  the  infantry  were  sent  to  that  post  by 
railroad.  Next  day  I  turned  over  my  infantry 
isd  cavalry,  worn  out  with  toil  and  watching, 
to  General  McNeil,  to  earrison  Rolla — where- 
upon he  marched  with  his  cavalry  and  that  of 
GeDeral  Sanborn,  and  my  battery,  to  the  defense 
of  Jefferbon  City.  Tuesday  I  got  an  escort  of 
forty  men,  and  passing  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
readied  St  Louis,  with  the  members  of  my  staff, 
Wednesday  night 

Oor  loss  at  Pilot  Knob  was  about  two  hun- 
dred, killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  and  in  the 
sereral  em^ements  on  the  retreat  to  Rolla, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifhr  more.  Of  the  miss- 
ing, the  most  were  cut  off  in  detachments,  and 
escaped  capture,  so  that  our  whole  actual  loss 
was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and 
vuimded,  and  fifty  captured  and  paroled. 

Amoi^  our  severely  wounded  were,  Lieuten- 
Kit  Smith  Thompson,  Fourteenth  Iowa,  and 
lieutenant  John  Fessler,  First  infantry,  Missouri 
Bate  Mititia,  and  Lieutenant  John  Braden, 
F«irteenth  Iowa,  since  dead.  Major  Wilson, 
Third  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia,  after  be- 
ing vonnded,  was  o^tured  on  Pilot  Knob,  and 
nbaeqnently,  wiUi  six  of  his  eallant  men,  was 
bratall?  murdered  by  order  of  General  Price's 
KiEld  Oflicer  of  the  day. 

The  rebel  loss  at  Pilot  Knob,  killed  and 
vonnded,  exceeded  fifteen  hundred,  as  is 
ab<>wn  by  the  enclosed  letter  of  Surgeon  T.  W. 
Johnson,  who  was  left  there  in  charge  of  our 
ho^ital,  and  also  by  corroborating  testimony 
pthered  since  our  re-occupation  of  the  post 
in  the  hospital  at  Ironton,  on  the  twelfth  instant, 
th&e  fen  mto  onr  hands  Colonel  Thomas,  Chief 
«f  General  Pagan's  staff,  three  Majors,  seven 
C^tams,  twelve  Lieutenants,  and  two  hundred 
s^  four  enlisted  men  (representing  seventeen 
regimentB  and  four  batteries),  all  dangerously 
m4  nearly  all  mortaDy  wounded.  The  rest  of 
the  rebel  woxmded  who  were  not  able  to  follow 
^  army,  were  sent  south  by  General  Price, 
QEidef  escort  of  Colonel  Rain's  regiment  As  to 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  the  pursuit  and  at  Har- 
nftjQ,  I  have  no  information. 

To  the  officers  conunanding  the  several  de- 
*:hiBciit8,  to  wit:  Colonel  Thomas  C.  Fletcher, 
J'^tjr-ieventh  Missouri  infiantry;  Captain  Wm. 
i.GuDpbell,  Fourteenth  Iowa  infuitry ;  Captain 


Wm.  C.  Montgomery,  Second  Missouri  artillery ; 
Lieutenant  John  Fessler,  First  infantry,  Missouri 
State  Militia ;  Captain  Robert  L.  Lindsay,  Thir- 
tieth Missouri  infantry ;  Captain  A.  P.  Wright, 
Second  cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  also 
Major  H.  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Kansas ;  Captain 
Charles  S.  Hills,  Tenth  Kansas ;  Captain  H.  B. 
Milks,  Third  cavahry,  Missouri  State  Militia; 
Lieutenant  David  Murphy,  Forty-seventh  Mis- 
souri infantry,  and  Surgeon  S.  D.  Carpenter,  of 
my  staff,  and  to  Sergeant  Daniel  Flood,  Third 
Missouri  State  Militia,  who  fired  the  magazine, 
I  am  indebted  for  an  intelligent  and  thorough 
discharge  of  doty  which  contributed  largely  to 
our  success.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  old 
troops,  without  known  exception,  and  those  of 
the  new,  with  rare  exceptions,  behaved  with 
splendid  gallantry,  and  showed  extraordinary 
will  and  power  of  endurance.  Nearly  an  hun- 
dred citizens  of  Pilot  Knob  and  Ironton  (among 
whom  were  General  McCormick,  Colonel  Lin£ 
say.  Captain  Leper,  Major  Emerson,  and  other 
well-known  gentlemen),  organized  and  com- 
manded by  CSptain  P.  F.  Lonergan,  First  infan- 
try, Missouri  State  Militia,  fought  and  worked 
well.  A  colored  man,  named  Charles  Thurston, 
organized  and  commanded  a  company  of  ne- 
groes, who  also  eagerly  bore  a  large  share  of 
labor  and  danger.  Before  concluding  my  report, 
I  owe  it  to  the  cherished  memory  of  Maior 
James  Wilson  to  make  honorable  mention  of  his 
name,  not  only  because  of  the  nerve  and  skill 
with  which  for  two  days  preceding  the  assault 
he  embarrassed  and  delayed  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  the  enemy,  but  also  because  of  his 
long  and  useful  service  in  the  district,  unblem- 
ished by  a  fault 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Ewinq,  Jr., 

Brlgadier-OeneraL 

▲  NATIONAL  AOOOUNT. 

Sr.  Lotmi,  October  6L 

Tour  correspondent  is  enabled  to  lay  before 
the  readers  of  the  QazeiUe  a  full  and  authentic 
account  of  the  operations  of  Brigadier-General 
Tom  Ewing,  Jr.,  since  he  left  the  city  on  Satur- 
day night,  September  twenty-fourth,  until  he  re- 
turned last  evening  with  the  news  of  victory 
sparkling  on  his  laurels.  These  operations  em- 
brace a  reconnoissance  in  force,  a  successful 
battle  with  overwhelming  numbers,  and  a  re- 
treat which  for  masterly  accomplishment  stands 
unrivalled,  save  and  except  by  the  great  retreat 
of  Sigel  in  this  State,  in  1861.  These,  together 
with  a  constant  succession  of  skirmishes,  am- 
buscades, and  forced  marches,  distinguished 
this  brief  but  brilliant  campaign,  and  make  it 
what  it  must  ever  be,  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble and  eventful  of  the  war.  By  it  Ohio, 
"the  bright  particular  star"  of  the  West 
achieves  §-esh  honors  at  the  hands  of  another 
of  her  brave  and  skiUful  sons. 
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When  the  rebels  demonstrated  three  weeks 
ago  on  Bloomfield,  Fredericktown,  and  Oentre- 
ville,  Grenend  Ewing  inferred  that  their  inten- 
tion was  to  move  upon  St  Louis,  destroy  its 
military  stores,  release  the  prisoners,  and  inflict 
whatever  carnage  they  could,  making  just  such 
a  dash  as  they  did  at  Memphis.  General  Rose- 
crans  held  the  same  opinion,  and  he  ordered 
Ewinff  to  Pilot  Knob,  with  a  brigade  of  A.  J. 
Smith  s  command,  but  for  some  reason  not  ap- 
parent now,  these  troops  were  detained  at  Min- 
eral Point  on  the  Lron  Mountain  railroad,  and 
Ewing  pushed  on  to  the  Knob  with  a  hundred 
and  thirty  men.  When  he  got  there  he  found 
his  entire  command  to  number  very  little  over 
a  thousand  men,  viz. :  Captain  Montgomery's 
battery — six  Rodman  ten-pounders— one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  infantrv, 
three  companies  Fourteenth  low  infantry,  six 
companies  Third  Missouri  cavalry,  and  six 
companies  Forty-seventh  Missouri  (St  Louis 
Guards,  raw),  and  commanded  by  the  Union 
candidate  for  Governor,  Colonel  Tom  Fletcher, 
a  brave  man,  good  soldier,  and  true  patriot  In 
a  previous  letter,  you  were  acquainted  with  the 
operations  up  to  the  time  Ewing  was  compelled 
to  defend  himself  at  Fort  Davidson.  That  aflfair 
was  one  of  those  desperate  ventures  which  a 
brave  man  only  will  make  rather  than  surrender. 
During  the  reconnoissance  towards  the  Knob  on 
Sunday,  and  the  skirmishes  of  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  prisoners  and  rebel  wounded  all  spoke 
of  Price  being  in  command,  and  told  wonderful 
stories  of  his  strength  and  numbers.  This  de- 
termined General  Ewing  to  hold  his  advance  in 
check  to  the  last  possible  moment,  and  made 
him  defend  the  Valley  of  Arcadia,  which  lies 
between  Shepherd's,  Iron,  and  three  other 
mountains,  which  rise  abruptly  to  elevations  of 
from  four  hundred  to  five  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  Fort  Davidson  lies  in  the  centre  of  the 
valley,  which  is  longitudinad  east  and  west  It 
has  a  range  of  one  thousand  yctrds  only  on  the 
only  practicable  ground  for  the  enemy  except 
he  reached  the  apex  of  the  mountains,  which  he 
did  not,  in  the  haste  of  his  advance,  either  think 
of  or  attempt  until  too  late.  Ewing  contended 
every  inch  of  the  valley  before  entering  the 
fort,  and  he  was  reduced  to  tfie  last  extremity 
before  adopting  that  plan.  The  rebels  pressed 
him  closely  from  the  east  inlet  to  the  valley, 
but  when  at  last  he  gathered  up  his  little  army 
and  took  them  inside  the  fort,  he  gave  the  rebel 
advance  such  a  salute  as  drove  Ihem  back  flying. 
This  was  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-seventh  of 
September.  The  assault  was  kept  up  all  day — 
Pagan's  forces  operating  on  Iron  Mountain,  and 
Marmaduke's  on  Shepherd  Mountain.  The 
former  is  east  of  the  fort,  the  latter  south  of  it. 
On  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday  the  enemy  was 
seen  in  force  immediately  west  of  the  fort,  hav- 
ing got  around  Sheoherd  Mountain,  and  they 
commenced  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  three 
sides  named.  Ewing  changed  his  guns  and 
his  men,  and  eave  the  rebels  the  best  he 
bad.    They  yielded  first  on  the  west,  and  he  fol- 


lowed up  his  advantage  by  turning  all  his  guns 
in  that  direction  for  a  short  time.  The  rebels 
did  not  try  their  luck  in  the  west  again.  To- 
wards nightfall  they  succeeded  in  plsmfing  two 
guns  on  the  east  face  of  Shepherd  Mountain, 
and  they  had  just  got  the  most  admirable  range 
on  the  fort  when  night  saved  it  from  being 
made  a  perfect  slaughter-pen.  Ewing  is  in  a 
dilemma.  It  is  unmilitary  to  evacuate — ^to  re- 
treat; but  better  take  any  risk  than  remain 
there  to  either  surrender  or  be -annihilated,  fle 
decided  upon  retreat ;  but  as  the  devil  would 
have  it,  the  rebels  set  fire  to  the  iron  furnace  on 
Iron  Mountain,  and  one  may  readily  imagine  the 
pyrotechnic  efiect  of  one  hnndred  thousand 
bushels  of  coal  a-fire.  The  valley  and  mountains 
were  lit  up  as  at  full  noon — magnificent — beach 
tiful  to  behold,  but  terrible  to  contemplate ;  for 
the  flames  flickered  and  flashed  and  cast  their 
blood-red  light  upon  the  writhing  forms  of  the 
wounded  and  the  rigid  ones  of  the  rebel  dead 
lying  in  full  sight  of  the  fort 

General  Ewing  held  a  council  with  his  officers, 
but  Colonel  Tom  Fletcher  alone  decided  with 
him  to  take  the  terrible  chances  of  retreat  The 
rebels  were  swarming,  literally,  on  three  sides  of 
the  fort,  and  they  had  alreadv  discovered  that 
its  drawbridge  was  down  and  oould  be  crossed 
by  the  sacrifice  of  a  hundred  men.  They  had  full 
command  at  musket  range  of  the  little  garrison 
with  whatever  artillery  they  had,  and  nothing 
was  left  but  to  run  over  in  the  morning  and  put 
it  to  the  sword.  Greneral  Ewing  commenced  his 
preparations  at  midnight ;  he  filled  his  limbers 
with  ammunition,  piled  his  caissons  on  the  mag- 
azine, laid  a  train  to  it,  threw  down  an  enormons 
pile  of  tents  on  the  drawbridge  to  muf9e  the 
sound  of  his  artillery,  and  causing  his  men  to 
glide  over  the  sides  of  the  fort  to  the  west  side 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  his  little  column 
safely  in  the  shadowy  west  outlet  of  the  vafley. 
Then  Tom  Fletcher  and  he  looked  back  at  Fort 
Davidson  and  —  laughed.  The  column  headed 
for  Potosi,  confident  that  the  force  of  A-  J.  Smith 
was  still  at  Mineral  Point,  but  tliis  turned  out 
incorrect,  for  as  soon  as  Ewing  reached  Caledonia 
he  encountered  Shelby's  advance,  and  a  little 
fight  ensued,  in  which  the  rebels  were  driven 
back  and  Ewing  concluded  that  the  road  above 
must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  This  was 
correct,  and  he  struck  for  Rolla. 

Previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Davidson, 
Mrs.  Marion,  a  Union  ladjr  of  Pilot  Knob,  whom 
Colonel  Slavback  of  Price's  staff,  released  on 
condition  that  she  would  communicate  with 
General  Ewing,  arrived  bearing  a  message  to  the 
latter  from  General  Price,  that  if  he  would  sur- 
render the  fort  and  garrison,  the  latter  would  be 
permitted  to  go  unmolested,  officers  would  be 
permitted  to  carry  side-arms,  and  all  the  personal 
property  of  the  command  would  be  unmolested, 
but  if  he  persistenUy  held  out,  and  fired  upon 
fl^gs  of  truce  as  he  had  been  doing,  an  over- 
whelming force  would  be  sent  to  carry  the  work, 
and  every  inmate  be  put  to  tlie  sword.  This 
proposition  and  bloody  threat  was  alike  un* 
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keeded  bj  General  Ewioff,  for  he  had  alreadj 
commeDced  evacuation  and  retreat,  and  of  course 
DDftde  no  reply.  There  is  no  doabt  whatever  of 
tiw  purpose  of  Price  to  carry  his  intention  into 
e&ct,  for  after  the  repulse  of  Tuesday,  and  his 
DBDifest  design  to  maoxsh  his  arm^  through  the 
TiUev,  together  with  his  proposition,  he  could 
Dot  do  otherwise  if  it  cost  him  thousands  of 
lifea. 

General  Ewing  marched  for  RoUa  by  way  of 
Webster  and  Os^^,  and  was  hotly  pursued  by 
Sidby,  whose  advance  he  encountered  at  Cale- 
doniiL  Marmadnke  soon  discovered  Ewing's 
ertcoatioQ,  for  the  magadne  blew  up  at  three 
o'clock  that  Wednesday  morning,  telling  the 
tele  in  tooh  thunder-tones  as  roused  the  rebel 
hosts  to  a  man«  and  awoke  the  echoes  of  the 
fiDej'  for  twenty  miles  around.  It  is  to  be 
reunited  here  that  Shelby  was  to  have  made 
the  attack  on  Fort  Davidson  Wednesday  morn- 
ing; for  Price  desired  to  make  Shelby's  tatter- 
desnlioos.  guerrillas,  and  Indians  stand  the 
fanrnt  of  that  assault,  which  Ewing's  evacuation 
Mved  them  from,  much  to  their  cowardly  con- 
test, DO  doubt ;  for  it  mav  be  observed  that  had 
Sbelbj'B  cut>4hroat8  had  a  spark  of  soldierly 
ibflit7,  they  could  at  anytime  during  Ewing's 
retreat  have  swallowed  up  his  brave  httle  band. 
Bot  because  they  were  brave,  and  had  every- 
thing that  a  just  cause  and  true  patriotism  can 
bmpsn  men  with,  they  held  their  sneaking, 
UTige  foe  at  bay,  and  cutting  through  his  line, 
reached  at  last  safety  and  rest 

Tlie  night  of  Wednesday  was  pitch  dark — a 
drcomstance  which,  while  it  delayed  the  retreat, 
•flowed  the  poor  wearied  soldiers  to  snatch  a 
▼eiy  brief  repose.  They  were  trammeUed  by 
rcforees,  affirighted  men,  wretched  women,  and 
heipIesB  children.  Ood  pitied  them  and  shielded 
them  with  his  protecting  Providence,  which  in 
dvkeit  hours  of  the  march  still  inspired  the 
^kiting  band  with  hope.  The  soldiers  and 
their  heroic  leader  felt  mdeed,  with  Richmond, 
that 

"Ikw  bope  Is  fwfft,  «ad  moonts  with  swaUow  wings  : 
Dogi  it  mukm  fods,  and  meuMr  creftloros  kings.*' 


At  three  o'clodc  on  Thursday  momine  the 
anrdi  was  resumed,  the  column  turning  off  from 
the  main  road,  and  taking  an  unfrequented  one 
to  Leesbure  (or  Harrison),  on  the  Southwest 
banch  of  the  Pteific  Railroad,  hoping  to  go  by 
ail  the  rest  of  the  way  to  RoUa.  The  unfre- 
qieiited  road  was  taken  because  it  led  to  the 
crest  of  a  aharp  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of 
D(7  Oeek  and  Huzza,  and  affording  a  favorable 
be  for  defense  and  retreat 

(k  reaching  the  ridge,  at  about  ten  o'clock 
Ibortday  morning,  Shelby  overtook  and  attacked 
the  rear  with  great  vigor,  and  from  that  place 
to  Leetburg,  a  distance  of  some  miles,  the  de- 
voted band,  nearly  surrounded  b^  cavalry,  were 
oiapeQed  to  keep  a  strong  skirmish  line  thrown 
oat,  or  keep  in  line  of  battle  front  and  rear. 
8tia  ^y  pushed  on.  When  a  &vorable  point 
VIS  leached  the  artOlery  was  unlimb^red  and 


placed  in  position.  The  enemy  either  had  none 
or  did  not  use  it,  and  that  was  favorable  to  the 
retreat  On  two  or  three  occasions  the  attacks 
on  flank  and  rear  were  in  such  force  as  to  drive 
in  the  lines  and  throw  the  little  command  into 
disorder,  which  was  frightfully  augmented  by 
the  refugees ;  but  (General  Ewing,  by  his  indom- 
itable coolness,  courage,  and  skm,  soon  restored 
order,  and  by  his  own  defiance  of  danger  and 
death,  infused  renewed  life  and  determination 
into  his  Uttle  band.  Leesbur^  was  reached  at 
last,  and  just  in  time  to  receive  the  train  from 
St.  Louis,  ten  cars  loaded  with  military  stores. 
These  were  speedily  unloaded  and  the  command 
put  aboard ;  but  just  as  the  train  was  ready  to 
start,  the  stations  above  and  below  were  ob- 
served to  be  in  flames.  This  v^as  the  worst 
dilemma  of  the  entire  retreat  Cut  off  by  rail, 
surrounded  on  all  sides,  a  terrible  struggle  with 
overwhehning  number8--overwhehning  ?  yes,  a 
thousand  against  every  hundred  of  the  com- 
mand—cmd  nothing  stared  them  in  the  face  but 
total  destruction  and  death.  This  they  chose, 
rather  than  at  the  heels  of  such  success  as  they 
had,  yield  to  the  scalping-knife  of  savages. 

Ewing  immediately  seized  everything  avail- 
able for  defence.  Railroad  ties,  biurrels,  boxes, 
bales  of  hay,  ever3rthing  and  an^rthing  to  turn  a 
bullet,  was  used,  and  bv  the  tune  night  again 
overtook  the  busy  and  anxious  throng,  they 
found  themselves  besieged,  but  in  a  tmerable 
state  of  defence. 

Friday  morning  camCjand  with  it  a  storm  of 
bullets  from  all  sides.  The  little  army  was  com- 
pletely surroimded ;  not  a  single  outlet  could  be 
found,  even  for  a  single  messenger,  and  the  sit- 
uation was  really  desperate.  Coolness  and  cour- 
age still  was  theirs,  and  they  awaited  each 
attack  of  the  enemy  with  undaunted  spirits. 
The  rebels  charged  upon  the  defences  aeain 
and  again,  but  recoiled,  carrying  back  their 
dead  and  woimded.  The  slaughter  of  their 
horses  was  lar^e,  and  they  became  more  care- 
ful and  economical  in  future.  On  ]«Viday  night 
the  rebels  menaced  the  little  camp,  End  con- 
ducted an  Indian-like  warfare  against  it  They 
would  make  a  demonstration  on  one  side,  and 
then  send  a  few  treacherous  shots  from  an  oppo- 
site direction,  which  did  more  damage  than  any 
others.  On  Saturday  the  rebels  massed  for 
assault,  and  appeared  four  or  five  thousand 
strong,  but  the  oay  passed  without  other  action 
on  their  part  thsm  firing  at  long  range.  So 
much  for  Ewine's  artillery. 

On  Sunday  mey  prepared  again  for  assault, 
and  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  were  really  about  to 
charge,  when  a  most  unlooked-for  circumstance 
occurred  and  changed  the  entire  aspect  of 
affairs.  A  body  of  the  Union  cavalry  appeared 
in  the  direction  of  RoUa,  and  dashing  through 
the  enemy's  lines,  galloped  into  the  charmed 
circle  of  the  little  garrison.  Such  a  shout  went 
up  as  rent  the  air  and  **  made  the  welkin  ring.'' 
It  seemed  as  though  the  **  Ood  of  Battles  "  had 
sent  them,  and  there  and  then  the  thankful  sol- 
diers fell  upon  their  knees  and  devoutly  thanked 
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Him.  Colonel  Beveridge,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Elinois  cavalry,  hearing  through  citizen  refugees 
of  General  Ewing's  critical  situation,  started 
promptly  from  Roua,  with  five  hundred  men,  and 
arrived  in  the  very  nick  of  time.  The  cavalry 
soon  cleared  the  lines,  except  immediately  in 
front  of  the  camp  where  the  enemy's  main  force 
was  massed,  and  at  a  distance  of  three  miles 
to  the  northeast.  Thisleft  the  southwest  clear, 
and  on  Sunday  night  Swing  pushed  out  a  heavy 
picket  force  on  each  road  and  drove  the  rebel 
pickets  in.  While  this  was  being  done,  the  gar- 
rison struck  out  at  midnight,  and  before  the- 
enemy  discovered  the  real  intent,  the  command 
was  nigh  Rolla,  and  nearer  safety  than  it  had 
been  for  many  weary  days.  They  marched 
thirty  miles  that  night,  and  reached  St  James' 
station,  whence  they  took  the  cars  for  Holla, 
where  the  light  of  Monday  morning's  sun  found 
them  as  we  must  leave  them,  rejoicing  in  their 
success,  while  we  brush  away  a  tear  for  tiie 
poor  fellows  who  wore  left  behind,  hushed  in 
the  silence  of  death. 

The  garrison  at  Rolla  was  relieved  and  imme- 
diately started  for  Jeflferson  City  with  Generals 
McNeil  and  Sanborn  at  its  head.  They  have  no 
doubt  reached  that  point  in  safety  ere  this ;  if 
not,  they  have  given  Price  a  touch  of  their 
quality,  which  he  will  not  forget,  more  than  he 
will  forget  Rosecrans  at  Corinth,  or  Ewing  in 
Arcadia  Valley. 

General  Ewing  saved  the  stores  at  Pilot  Ejiob, 
and  sent  them  to  St  Louis  in  safety  ;  he  saved 
the  stores  at  Leesburg,  and  all  his  artillery,  and 
reached  Rolla  with  a  total  loss  of  only  about 
three  hundred  men.  His  entire  command,  as 
before  stated,  was  little  over  a  thousand,  and 
when  all  the  facts  are  gathered,  it  wiU  be  found 
that  his  killed  and  wounded  will  not  exceed  two 
hundred.  His  glory  and  his  danger  were  shared 
with  Colonel  Tom  Fleteher,  whom  the  rebels 
would  have  given  anything  almost,  to  hang,  and 
both  are  entitled  to  the  warmest  gratitude,  not 
only  of  this  State  but  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  officers  and 
men  alike,  of  that  brave  thousand  who  resisted 
the  repeated  assaults  of  five  times  their  number, 
and  by  throwing  themselves  into  the  desperate 
gap,  which,  gained  by  the  rebels,  would  have 
lost  St  Louis  to  us,  successfully  held  them  at 
bay  until  other  operations,  under  the  more  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  General  Commanding, 
rendered  this  city  safe,  and  foiled  the  purposes 
of  Price  to  pillage  and  destroy  it 

GENERAL  ROSECRANS'  ORDER. 

Hkadquartbrs  DKPAXTinEirT  or  ths  Mffisofm,  \ 
St.  Louis,  MiaaoDia,  October  6,  1864.     J 

With  pride  and  pleasure  the  Commanding 
Genera]  notices  thiygallant  conduct  of  Brigadier- 
General  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr.,  and  his  command 
in  the  defence  of  Pilot  Knob,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent retreat  to  Rolla.  With  scarcely  one 
tliousand  effective  men  they  repulsed  the  attacks 
of  Price's  invading  army,  and  successfully  re- 
treated with  their  battery  a  distance  of  one 


hundred  miles,  in  the  tauoe  of  a  pursuing  and 
assailing  cavalry  force  of  five  times  their  num- 
ber. Such  conduct  deserves  imitation,  particu- 
larly when  conlarasted  with  the  cowardlj  con- 
duct of  the  troops  at  Osage  Bridge.  The 
General  Commanding  presents  bis  hearty  thanb 
and  congratulations  to 

Colonel  Thomas  C.  Fleteher,  Forty-seventh 
Missouri  volunteers. 

Major  James  Wilson,  Third  cavalry,  Missouri 
State  Militia. 

Captam  Robert  L.  Lindsay,  Fiftieth  Mis8<rari 
volunteers. 

Captain  William  J.  Campbell,  company  K, 
Fourteenth  Iowa  volunteers. 

Captain  W.  C.  Montgomery,  Second  Missouri 
artillery. 

Captain  A.  P.  Wright,  Second  cavalry,  Mis- 
souri State  Militia. 

Lieutenant  John  Fessler,  First  infantry,  30s- 
souri  State  Militia. 

And  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com- 
mand. 

They  have  deserved  well  of  their  conntrv. 
The  Greneral  Conmianding  desires,  also,  publicly 
to  recognize  the  courage  and  efficiency  of  Lieu- 
tenant^olonel  John  W.  Maupin,  Forty-seventh 
Missouri  volunteers;  Major  H.  H.  Williams, 
Tenth  Kansas  volunteers ;  Captain  Charles  S. 
Hills,  Tenth  Kansas  volunteers ;  Captain  E  B. 
Milks,  Third  cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia; 
Captain  P.  F.  Lone^n,  First  infantry,  Missouri 
State  Militia ;  and  First  Lieutenant  ihvid  Mur- 
phy, Adjutant  Forty-seventh  Missouri  volun- 
teers. Under  such  conunanders  Federal  troops 
should  always  march  to  victory. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Rosecrans. 
Frank  Eno, 
AssistaQt  Ailjiitaiit-GeitenL 


Doc.  22. 


LETTER  OF  GENERAL  GRANT: 

HKiDQUARTBM  ARXIBS  OF  THB  UnZZBD  StASB,  ) 

Qtt  Point,  Va.,  August  Ifi,  1864.    j 

Han.  E.  B.  Washbume: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  state  to  all  citizens  who  visit  me, 
that  all  we  want  now  to  insure  an  early  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  is  a  determined  unity  of  sen- 
timent North. 

The  rebels  have  nc^  in  their  ranks  their  Isst 
men.  The  little  boys  and  old  men  are  guarding 
prisoners,  guarding  railroad*  bridges,  and  form- 
ing a  good  part  of  their  garrisons  or  intrenched 
positions.  A  man  lost  by  them  cannot  be  re- 
placed. They  have  robbed  the  cradle  and  the 
grave  equally  to  get  their  present  force.  Besides 
what  they  lose  in  frequent  skirmishes  and  bat- 
tles, they  are  now  losing  from  desertions  and 
other  causes  at  least  one  regiment  per  day. 
With  this  drain  upon  them,  the  end  is  not  far  dis- 
tant, if  we  will  only  be  true  to  ourselves.  Their 
only  hope  now  is  in  a  divided  NorUi.  This 
might  give  them  reinforcemente  from  Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,  Maryland,  and  Missouri,  while 
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it  wodd  weaken  us.  With  the  draft  qnietlj 
wiorced,  th^  enemy  would  become  despondent, 
and  wodd  make  bat  little  resistance. 

I  have  DO  doubt  but  the  enemy  are  exceed- 
ing inxious  to  hold  out  until  after  the  Presi- 
deotial  election.  They  have  many  hopes  from 
ia  effects.  They  hope  a  counter  revolution. 
Tbtj  hope  ihe  election  of  a  peace  candidate. 
h  &ct,  like  Micawber,  they  hope  for  something 
to  "turn  up."  Our  peace  friends,  if  they  ex- 
pect peace  from  separation,  are  much  mistaken. 
It  would  be  but  the  beginning  of  war,  with 
tiioQsandB  of  Northern  men  joining  the  South 
becanse  of  our  disgrace  in  allowing  separation. 
To  have  **  peace  on  any  terms,"  the  South  would 
demand  the  restoration  of  their  slaves  already 
freed ;  they  would  demand  indemnity  for  losses 
Bisiained,  and  they  would  demand  a  treaty 
which  would  make  the  North  slave-hunters  for 
the  Sooth;  they  would  demand  pav  for  the 
Rftoiation  of  every  slave  escaped  to  tue  North. 
Yours  truly, 

U.  8.  Gbant. 

Doa  23. 
GOTEBNOB  CUBTDTS  MESSAGE. 

imiVEBED  AUGUST  9,  1801 

I  have  called  you  together  in  advance  of  your 
adjonmed  session,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
uxat  action  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

From  tiie  commencement  of  the  present  Re- 
beHioo,  Pennsylvania  has  done  her  whole  duty  to 
tiie  Government  Lying,  as  her  southern  coun- 
ties do,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  border, 
tad  thus  exposed  to  sudden  invasion,  a  selfish 
pohcv  would  have  led  her  to  retain  a  sufficient 
part  of  her  military  force  for  our  defense. 

Id  bo  doing,  she  would  have  failed  in  her  duty 
to  the  whole  country.  Not  only  would  her  men 
bave  been  withheld  from  thfll  field  of  general 
operatioDS,  but  the  loans  and  taxation  which 
vooid  have  become  necessary,  would  have,  to  a 
h^  extent,  diminished  the  ability  of  her  peo- 
ple to  comply  with  the  pecuniary  demands  of 
the  United  States.  She  would  also  have  neces- 
sarOj  interfered  with  and  hampered  all  the 
Biilitary  action  of  the  Government,  and  made 
fesdf  to  some  extent,  responsible  for  any 
^iires  and  shortcomings  that  might  have  oc- 
caired.  In  pursuance  of  the  policy  thus 
deliberately  adopted,  this  State  has  steadily  de- 
▼oted  her  men  to  tiie  general  service. 

Prom  ftke  banning  she  has  always  been 
Wf!^  the  first  to  respond  to  the  calls  of  the 
United  States,  as  is  shown  by  her  history  from 
the  three  months'  men  and  the  Reserve  Corps  to 
Ae  present  moment.  Thus  faithfuUv  fulfilling  all 
I  her  own  obligations,  she  has  a  right  to  be  de- 
eded by  the  national  force  as  part  of  a  common 
««ntry.  Any  other  view  would  be  absurd  and 
■jttit  She  of  course  cannot  complain  when 
*•  soiBTB  by  the  necessary  contingencies  of 
war. 

The  reflections  that  bave  in  too  many  quarters 
Ken  nade  upon  the  people  of  our  southern 


counties  are  most  unfounded  ;  they  were  invaded 
in  1862,  when  a  Union  army,  much  superior 
to  any  force  of  the  rebels,  and  on  which  they  had, 
of  course,  a  right  to  rely,  was  lying  in  their  im- 
mediate vicinity  and  north  of  the  Potomac; 
they  were  again  invaded  in  1863,  after  the  defeat 
of  the  Union  forces  under  Mihroy,  at  Winches- 
ter ;  and  they  have  again  suflfered  in  1864,  after 
the  defeat  of  the  Union  forces  under  Crook  and 
Averill. 

How  could  an  agricultural  people,  in  an  open 
country,  be  expected  to  rise  suddenly,  and  beat 
back  hostile  forces  which  had  defeated  organized 
veteran  armies  of  the  Government?  ft  is,  of 
course,  expected  that  the  inhabitants  of  an  in- 
vaded country  will  do  what  is  in  their  power  to 
resist  the  invaders ;  and  the  facts  hereafter  stated 
will  show,  I  think,  that  the  people  of  the  coun- 
ties have  not  failed  in  this  duty.  If  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  reason  of  her  geographical  position, 
has  required  to  be  defended  by  the  national 
forces,  it  has  only  been  against  a  common  enemy ; 
it  has  never  been  necessary  to  weaken  the  army 
in  the  field,  by  sending  heavy  detachments  of 
veterans  to  save  her  cities  from  being  devasta- 
ted by  small  bands  of  ruffians,  composed  of 
their  own  inhabitants,  nor  have  her  people  been 
disposed  to  sneer  at  the  great  masses  of  law- 
abiding  citizens  in  any  other  State  who  have 
required  such  protection. 

Yet  when  a  brutal  enemy,  pursuing  a  defeated 
body  of  Union  forces,  crosses  our  border  and 
burns  a  defenseless  town,  the  horrid  barbarity, 
instead  of  firing  the  hearts  of  aU  the  people  of 
our  common  country,  is  actually  in  some  quarters 
made  the  occasion  of  mocks  and  jibes  at  the 
unfortunate  suflferers,  thousands  of  whom  have 
been  rendered  homeless;  and  these  heartless 
scoffs  proceed  from  the  very  men  who,  when  the 
State  authorities,  foreseeing  the  danger,  were 
taking  precautionary  measures,  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  there  being  any  danger,  sneered  at  the 
exertions  made  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  it, 
and  succeeded,  to  some  extent,  in  thwarting 
their  efforts  to  raise  forces. 

These  men  are  themselves  morally  responsible 
for  the  calamity  over  which  they  now  chuckle 
and  rub  their  hands.  It  might  have  been 
hoped — ^nay,  we  had  a  right  to  expect — that  the 
people  of  the  loyal  States,  engaged  in  a  common 
effort  to  preserve  their  Government  and  all  that 
is  dear  to  a  freeman,  would  have  forgotten  at 
least  for  the  time,  their  wretched  local  jealousies, 
and  sympathized  with  all  their  loyal  fellow-citi- 
zens wherever  resident  within  the  border  of  our 
common  country.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  original  source  of  the  present  Rebellion  was 
in  such  jealousies,  encouraged  for  wicked  pur- 
poses by  unscrupulous  politicians. 

The  men  who,  for  any  purpose,  now  continue* 
to  encourage  them,  ought  to  be  held  as  public 
enemies— enemies  of  our  Union,  our  peace — and 
should  be  treated  as  such.  Common  feelings, 
common  sympathies,  are  the  necessary  founda- 
tions of  a  common  free  Government 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
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vauia  feel  every  blow  at  any  of  her  sister  States 
as  an  assault  upon  themselves,  and  ^ive  to  them 
all  Uiat  hearty  good  will,  the  expression  of  which 
is  sometimes  more  important,  under  the  infliction 
of  calamity,  than  mere  material  aid. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  approach  of 
the  rebel  army  up  the  Shenandoah  valley,  on 
the  third  day  of  July  last,  to  the  defeat  of  Gen- 
eral Wallace  on  the  Monocacy,  their  approach 
to  and  threatening  of  the  Capital,  or  their  de- 
struction of  property  and  pillage  of  the  counties 
of  Maryland  lying  on  our  borders.  These 
events  have  passed  into  history,  and  the  respon- 
sibilities will  be  settled  by  the  judgment  of  the 
people. 

At  that  time  a  call  was  made  upon  Pennsvl- 
vania  for  volunteers,  to  be  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  serve  for 
one  hundred  days,  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland,  and  at  Washington  and  its 
vicinity. 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  which 
complicated  the  orders  for  their  organization 
and  muster,  six  regiments  were  enlisted  and 
organized,  and  a  battalion  of  six  companies. 
The  regiments  were  withdrawn  from  the  State, 
the  last  leaving  the  twenty-ninth  of  July. 

I  desire  that  at  least  part  of  this  force  should 
be  confined  in  the  service  to  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maryland,  and  made  such  an  appli- 
cation to  the  War  Department  As  this  propo- 
sition did  not  meet  its  approbation,  it  was 
rejected, and  the  general  order  changed  to  include 
the  States  named  and  Washington  and  its  vicin- 
ity. No  part  of  the  Rebel  army  at  that  time  had 
come  within  the  State.  The  people  of  the  bor- 
der counties  were  warned,  and  removed  their 
stock,  and  at  Chambersburg  and  York  were 
organized  and  armed  for  their  own  protection. 

I  was  not  officially  informed  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Federal  armies,  and  of  course,  not 
of  the  strategy  of  their  commanders;  but  it 
was  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  rebel 
army  was  closely  pursued  after  it  had  crossed 
the  Potomac,  and  was  retiring  up  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah. 

Repeated  successes  of  our  troops  were  also 
announced,  and  the  people  of  the  State  had  just 
cause  to  believe  that  quite  sufficient  Fe<feral 
force  had  been  thrown  forward  for  its  protec- 
tion upon  the  line  of  the  Potomac. 

On  Friday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  the  rebel 
brigades  of  Johnson  and  McGausland,  consisting 
of  from  twenty-five  hundred  to  three  thousand 
mounted  men,  with  six  guns,  crossed  the  Poto- 
mac at  Clear  Spring.  They  commenced  cross- 
ing at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  marched  directly 
into  Mercersburg. 

There  were  but  forty-five  men  picketed  in 
that  direction,  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant McLean,  United  States  Army,  and  as  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  cutting  the  teleeraphic 
communications,  which  from  that  point  nad  to 
pass  west  by  wsty  of  Bedford,  no  information 
could  be  sent  to  Qeneral  Couch,  who  was  then 
at  Chambersburg.  | 


The  head  of  this  column  reached  Qiamben- 
burg  at  three  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  on  Saturday,  the 
thirtieth  ult 

The  rebel  brigades  of  Vaughn  and  Jacksoo, 
numbering  about  three  thousand  men,  croesed 
the  Potomac  about  the  same  time,  at  or  near 
Williamsport 

Part  of  the  command  advanced  on  Haeen- 
town;  the  main  body  mqved  on  the  road  lead- 
ine  from  Williamsport  to  Greencastle;  another 
rebel  column  of  infantry  and  artill^^  croeaed 
the  Potomac  simultaneously  at  Sheppardstown, 
and  moved  towards  Leitersburg. 

General  AveriU,  who  commanded  a  foroe 
reduced  to  about  twenty-six  hundred  men,  was 
at  Hagerstown,  and  being  threatened  in  froot 
by  Vaughn  and  Jackson,  and  on  his  right  bj 
McCauskmd  and  Johnson,  who  also  threatened 
his  rear,  and  on  the  left  by  the  column  which 
crossed  at  Sheppardstown,  he  therefore  feO 
back  upon  Greencastle. 

Creneral  AveriU,  it  is  understood,  was  under 
the  orders  of  General  Hunter,  but  was  ke]n  aa 
fuUy  advised  by  General  Couch,  as  was  poan* 
ble,  of  the  enemy's  movements  on  his  right  and 
to  his  rear.  General  Couch  was  in  Cfaambera- 
burg,  where  his  entire  force  consisted  of  sixty 
infantry,  forty-five  cavalry,  and  a  section  of  a 
batteiT  of  artillery ;  in  all  less  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

The  six  companies  of  men  enlisted  for  one 
hundred  days  remaining  in  the  State,  and  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  had,  under  orders  from 
Washington,  as  I  am  officially  advised,  joined 
AveriU.  The  town  of  Chambersburg  was  held 
untU  daylight  by  the  smaU  force  under  General 
Couch,  during  which  the  Government  stores 
and  train  were  saved. 

Two  batteries  were  then  planted  by  tiie 
enemy,  commanding  the  town,  and  it  was 
invested  by  the  whole  conunand  of  Johnson 
and  McCausland.  At  seven  a.  m.  six  companies 
of  dismounted  men,  commanded  by  Sweenj, 
entered  the  town,  foUowed  by  mounted  men 
under  Gilmore. 

The  main  force  was  in  line  of  battle,  and  a 
demand  was  made  for  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  iii  gold,  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  Government  funds,  as  ransom,  and  a  num* 
ber  of  citizens  were  arrested  and  held  as  host- 
ages for  its  payment 

No  offer  of  money  was  made  by  the  citizens 
of  the  town ;  and  even  if  they  had  any  inton- 
tion  of  pa3dng  a  ransom,  no  time  was  aUowed, 
as  the  rebels  commenced  immediately  to  bum 
and  pillage  the  town,  disregarding  the  appeals 
of  women  and  children,  the  aged  and  innrm; 
and  even  the  bodies  of  the  dead  were  not  pro- 
tected from  their  brutality. 

It  would  have  been  vain  for  aU  the  citizens  of 
the  town,  if  armed,  to  have  attempted,  in  cjon- 
nection  with  General  Couch's  smaU  command,  to 
defend  it.  General  Couch  withdrew  his  coti- 
mand,  and  did  not  himself  leave  until  the  enemy 
were  actuaUy  in  the  town. 

General's  AveriU's  command  being   within 
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wm  milee  of  Ghamberabii^,  it  was  hoped  he 
wookl  amre  in  time  to  save  the  town,  and 
effoitB  were  made  doring  the  night  to  communi- 
alewithhiinL 

b  tibe  meantime  the  smaQ  force  of  General 
CoQch  h^  the  enemy  at  bay.  Gheneral  AveriU 
BBTcbed  on  Cbambersburg,  out  did  not  arrive 
BtQ  after  the  town  was  homed  and  the  enemy 
hi  retired.  He  pnrsned  and  overtook  them  at 
McGoooeUflbarg,  in  Fulton  County^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 
mn  that  place  from  pillage  and  destruction. 
He  prompt^  engaged  and  defeated  them,  driv- 
IK  them  to  Uncock  and  across  the  Potomac. 

1  commend  the  homeless  and  ruined  people 
tf  Qambersburg  to  the  liberal  benevolence  of 
Ike  Legklatore,  and  suggest  that  a  sufficient 
Mopriation  be  made  for  their  relief.  Similar 
wdiy  has  been  heretofore  exercised,  in  the 
MM  of  an  accidental  and  destructive  fire  at 
FIttibiirg.  And  I  cannot  doubt  the  disposition 
«f  tk  Legislature  on  the  present  occasion. 

Ob  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  a  large  rebel 
mj  was  in  Maryland,  and  at  various  points  on 
4g  Potomac  as  far  west  as  New  Creek ;  and  as 
tise  was  no  adequate  force  within  the  Sta^,  I 
kemd  it  mv  du^  on  that  day  to  call  for  thirty 
AraMZkd  volunteer  militia  for  domeetic  prptoo- 

Tbey  will  be  armed,  transported  and  supplied 

bf  the  United  States,  but  as  no  provision  is 

nde  for  their  payment,  it  will  be  necessary, 

iMd  yoQ  approve  my  action,  to  make  an  tfp- 

^inpri^ion  for  that  purpose.  ^ 

Feeling  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Grenend  Gov- 
mmoii  to  afibrd  fuU  protection  to  the  people 
tf  ^DDsylvania  and  Maryland  bv  the  defence  of 
fc  fine  of  the  Potomac,  I  united  with  Governor 
Bfi^nxi  in  the  following  letter  to  the  President, 
ted  July  twenty^rst,  1864 : 

BKiXB  or  MiBTun,  Encimvm  OBPAimiBjrT, ) 
AanrAfous,  July  21, 1804.     / 

StEneBau^,  Abraham  Lmooln,  Presideni  of 
He  UnUed  SkOeg: 

&k:  The  repeated  raids  across  the  Potomac 
liver  made  by  portions  of  the  rebel  army,  and 
ie  extent  of  the  damage  they  have  succeeded 
Itfreqaentiy  in  inflicting,  have  most  injuriously 
Acted  the  people  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
■  ^neighborhood  of  that  -river,  and  many  of 
ftea,  it  is  beUeved,  as  the  only  security  against 
•Mh  losses  in  the  future,  are  seriously  consid- 
cnns  tbe  propriety  of  abandoning  their  present 
net,  and  seeking  safety  at  the  North. 

h  trans  to  us  that  not  merely  in  the  sectional 

^ccC  of  the  case,  but  in  its  national  relation, 

•eiecority  of  the  border  line  between  the  loyal 

^rebeUJouB  States,  is  an  object  justifying  and 

^B^BriDg  a  disposition  of  a  portion  of  the  na- 

^md  fwee  witn  an  e^>ecial  view  to  its  defence. 

%  Potomac  nvw  can  only  be  crossed  in  its 
*&ary  state  of  water  at  some  five  or  six  fords, 
2^  propose  to  enlist  from  our  respective 
Met  a  volunteer  force  HuX  shall  be  sufficient, 
HJfcfee  aid  of  the  fortifications  which  the  force 
M  eta  speedily  coiistnict»  to  effeotually  guard  I 


them  aU.  We  ask  of  the  Government  that  the 
recruits  thus  raised  shall  be  credited  to  the 
quotas  of  our  States,  on  the  call  last  made,  to  be 
armed,  equipped,  and  supplied  as  other  volun- 
teers in  the  service. 

We  are  aware  that,  as  a  general  rule,  well- 
founded  objections  exist  to  the  enlistment  of  a 
force  to  be  exclusively  used  for  home  or  local 
defense,  but  we  regard  such  a  service  as  we 
now  suggest  as  an  exceptional  case,  and  the 
complete  protection  of  this  part  of  our  frontier 
as  of  admitted  national  importance. 

For  after  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  the 
importance  of  a  special  defence  of  the  region 
bordering  on  the  Upper  Potomac  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Government,  and  the  Honorable 
Francis  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  authorized 
by  it  to  raise  three  regiments  with'  a  view  to 
the  protection  of  the  coimties  on  either  side  of 
the  river. 

Re^^ents  were  raised,  but  the  subsequent  ex- 
igencies of  the  service  required  their  employ- 
ment elsewhere,  and  they  therefore  afford  at 
present  no  particular  security  to  that  region  be- 
yond other  troops  in  the  service. 

The  necessity,  as  we  think,  for  some  such  pe- 
culiar provision  has  no^  become  so  obvious, 
that  we  would,  with  great  respect,  but  most 
earnestly,  urge  upon  your  Excellency  the  expe- 
diency of  acceding  to  the  suggestions  we  have 
made,  and  we  will  immediately  set  about  raising 
the  forces  required,  and  we  Imve  no  doubt  they 
will  be  promptlv  procured. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)        A.  W.  Bradford,  and 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  Assistant  Adju- 
tan^General,  dated  August  first,  1864,  is  the 
only  reply  received  by  me  up  to  this  time : 

Wjut  DiPAmiKfT,  ADJOTJurr-GnmuL's  OnnoB,  > 
WABBmmm,  D.  a,  August  1, 1864      / 

His  Excellency  J  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  joint  letter  from  yourself  and  the 
Grovemor  of  Maryland,  dated  July  twenty-first, 
1864,  asking  authority  to  raise  a  volunteer  force 
in  your  respective  States,  to  be  exclusivelv 
used  for  home  or  local  defenses,  and  for  guard- 
ing the  fords  of  the  Potomac. 

m  reply,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  mJform  you  that  the  proposition  has 
been  fully  considered,  and  that  the  authority 
asked  for  cannot  be  granted.  In  this  connection 
please  see  the  Act  of  Congress,  approved  Feb- 
ruary sixteenth,  1862,  and  promulgated  in  (Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  fifteen,  series  of  1862,  from  this 
office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Sir,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Thomas  M.  Vincent, 

Aiaslstaat  A^Jutant-GenenO. 
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MsM. — Similar  letter  sent  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor  of  Maryland,  this  date. 

The  reason  given  for  the  refusal  to  act  on 
this  proposition  can  be  made  consistent  with 
the  enlistment  of  men  for  one  hundred  days,  to 
serve  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  at  Wash- 
ington and  vicinity. 

The  following  communication,  dated  twenty- 
second  July,  1864,  was  made  by  Major-General 
Couch  to  the  Secretary  of  war : 

[OOPT.] 

HKA]>q|ir.ABSnS  DlFAItniBIT  OP  SUBQUKAinU,    \ 
HABB8W7BO,  Joly  ^  18M.       j 

Hon,  R  M,  Slanion,  Secretary  cf  War: 

Snt :  During  the  recent  raid  into  Maryland,  the 
citizens  of  Clumbersbure  turned  out  with  a  de- 
termination to  stand  b^  ue  few  soldiers  present 
and  hold  the  town  agamst  any  cavaky  force  that 
might  assault  it  Five  hundred  citizens  of  York, 
irrespective  of  party,  volunteered  and  were 
armed,  and  went  down  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad  and  repaired  the  bridges. 

In  order  to  show  you  that  the  border  citizens 
are  beginning  to  realize  that  by  united  action 
they  liAve  the  strength  to  protect  themselves 
against  an  ordinary  raiding  party,  enclosed  I  in- 
vite your  attention  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Governor,  together  with  the  endoraement  upon 
tiiie  subject  of  forming  a  special  corps  from  the 
«iz  border  counties  most  exposed. 

If  ten  thousand  men  can  thus  be  organized,  its 
existence  would  be  a  protection  and  give  confi- 
dence. I  am  informed  that  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  people  in  question  is  in  favor  of  some- 
thing being  done  at  once,  and  as  a  military 
measure  I  uiink  it  wiU  be  of  essential  service  to 
the  General  Government,  and  recommend 
that  the  War  Department  encourage  the  move- 
inent,  by  authorizing  the  loan  or  issue  of 
uniforms,  provided  the  law  in  question  is  enacted. 

It  is  believed  that  the  new  militia  law  of  this 
5tate  will  practically  prove  of  no  value,  expect- 
ing that  an  enrollment  will  probably  be  made. 
I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  N.  Couch, 

Mi^Jor-Oeneral,  oommuiding  Department. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Susquehanna,  Har- 
risburg,  August  4 — A  true  copy :  respectfully 
furnished  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency, 
Governor  A.  G.  Curtin. 

(Signed)  John  S.  Schultz, 

AflBtotant  Adjataot-Qeneral. 

On  the  same  day  approved  in  writing  of  the 
-proposition,  and  expressed  my  opinion  that  the 
Legislature  would  pass  an  act  in  accordance 
with  it  at  its  adjourned  session,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  August 

I  am  furnished  with  an  official  copy  of  the 
following  reply,  dated  August  first,  1864,  to  the 
|)ropo8ition  of  General  Couch : 


(copy) 

WiB  Dvjumojrr,  Adjutaht-Okiblal's  Omoi,  / 
WAaBDfoioir,  D.  a,  Augost  1, 1861      { 

Major-Oeneral  D.  If.  Oouck,  Commanding,  ifit, 
narrishurg,  Pennsylvania, 
Gbnb&al  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  twenty-second 
of  July,  relative  to  the  United  States  provi(fcig 
uniforms  for  a  special  corps  of  militia  from  cer- 
tain border  counties  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the 
subject  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
Secretarv  of  War,  who  cannot  sanction  theissoe 
of  the  clothing  in  question. 
I  am,  General, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  Thos.  M.  Vincest. 

Headquartera  Department  of  the  Susquebao- 
na,  Harrisburg,  August  sixth,  1864. — A  true 
copy,  respectfully  furnished  for  the  informatioa 
of  his  Excellency,  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin. 

(Signed)  JoHir  8.  Shtltl 

^  Anistaat  A^jataat-GfioenL 


In  each  of  the  three  years,  1862, 1863,  ind 
1864,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  call  out  the 
State  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  aaj 
this  has  been  done  with  the  assent  and  aaaist> 
ance  of  the  General  Government 

From  the  want  of  organization,  we  have  beea 
obliged  to  rely  exclusively  on  volunteer  milituri 
and  with  few  exceptions  to  organize  anew  for 
such  occasions. 

This  has  caused  confusion  and  a  loss  of  val- 
uable time,  and  has  resulted  in  sending  to  the 
field  bodies  of  men  in  a  great  measure  undisci- 
plined. 

The  militia  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  is^l 
think,  for  ordinary  times,  the  best  militia  law  we 
have  ever  had,  but  under  the  existing  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  it  seems  to  require  modifica> 
tion. 

I  suggest  that  the  Assessor  be  directed  to 
make  an  immediate  enrollment,  classifying  tbe 
militia  as  may  be  thought  best 

That  the  officer  be  appointed  by  the  €h)veniOT, 
on  the  recommendation,  approved  bv  him,  of  ^ 
board  of  examination,  composed  of  three  Majq 
(Generals  for  each  Division,  of  whom  the  Mai*) 
General  of  the  Division  shall  be  one,  the  otn 
two  to  be  designated  by  the  Governor,  lrc( 
adjoining  divisions,  or  in  such  other  modes  as  tl 
Lf^slature  may  think  fit ;  that  in  all  cases  t| 
offioera  shall  be  selected  by  preference  frd 
officers  and  men  who  have  been  in  service,  al 
shall  have  been  honorably  discharged  by  tl 
United  States,  and  that  effectual  pro\d8ion  \ 
made  for  drafting  the  militia  when  required. 

The  recommendation  in  r^;ard  to  appoii 
ments  is  made  to  avoid  the  angry  dissendc 
and  too  often  political  jealousy,  which  diri 
military  organizations  by  the  election  of  office 
and  to  secure  the  services  of  the  most  deservl 
and  competent  men.    The  election  of  officent 
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the  Yolnnteer  forces  in  the  field  has  been 
fcaad  to  be  injudicious  to  the  service,  while  pro- 
motions by  seniority  and  appointments  of  mer- 
itorious prirates  have  prodnced  bravery,  and 
ituQBlated  to  faithfulness.  In  the  enlistment  of 
aew  organizations  the  plan  adopted  of  granting 
sQCfaority  to  officers  to  recruit  companies  has 
been  found  to  be  the  best  poller^. 

labo  recommend  that  the  uovemor  be  an- 
tkorized  to  form  either  by  the  acceptance  of  vol- 
vnteers  or  by  draft,  in  such  parts  of  the  State  as 
be  may  deem  expedient,  a  special  corps  of 
Bifitia,  to  consist  in  due  proportions  of  cavalry, 
irtiBeiy,  and  infantry,  to  be  kept  up  to  the  full 
BOfflber  of  fifteen  regiments,  to  be  styled  Minute 
iftfo,  who  shall  be  sworn  and  mustered  into  the 
sdvice  of  the  State  for  three  years ;  who  shall 
MMcmble  for  drill  at  such  times  and  places  as  he 
may  direct,  who  shall  be  clothed,  armed,  and 
equipped  by  the  State,  and  paid  when  assembled 
lor  dnll  or  called  into  service ;  and  who  shsJl  at 
■i  times  be  liable  to  be  caOed  into  immediate 
service  for  the. defence  of  the  State,  indepen- 
dentiy  of  the  remainder  of  the  term  enlisted  for. 

As  tills  force  would  be  subjecteil  to  sudden 
calk,  the  larzer  part  of  it  should  be  organized 
a  &e  coun^es  adjoining  our  exposed  border, 
■d  as  the  people  of  those  counties  have  more 
personal  interest  in  their  protection,  the  recom- 
mendation is  made  to  authorize  the  Gk)vemor  to 
(kapate  the  pera  of  the  State  in  which  it 
■imlT  be  raised,  and  save  the  time  and  expense 
tf  transporting  troops  from  remote  parts  of  the 
&ite,  and  the  subsistence  and  pay  in  going  to 
and  from  the  border.  A  body  of  men  so  organ- 
Bed  will,  it  is  believed,  be  effective  to  prevent 
nids  and  incursions. 

The  expenses  of  clothing,  arming  and  equip- 
pipg  audi  a  force  cannot  be  correctly  ascer- 
tu^edf  but  the  Quartermaster-General  has  been 
directed  to  approximate  estimates  for  your 
fa^finnation,  which  will  be  independent  of  pay 
and  subsistence. 

The  State  shonld  provide  at  least  six  four-gun 
batteries  of  field  aitillery,  with  all  the  modem 
improvements.  The  suggestion  has  been  fre- 
^Mi^j  made  by  more  reflecting  persons  ihat 
tte  State  should  raise  a  force  and  Keep  it  per- 
Moeotly  in  the  field  for  her  defense. 

Apart  from  otiier  considerations,  it  is  to  be 
omred  that  the  expense  of  such  a  measure 
voold  be  quite  beyond  the  present  ability  of 
tStt  State. 

To  rane  and  maintain  an  army  of  fifteen  regi- 
ments (and  any  smaller  force  would  be  inade- 
VMit)  would  involve  an  annual  expenditure  of 
mrre  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The   pbn    which    I    have  above  proposed 

•odd,  I  thinks  give  the  State  efficient  proteo- 

tioR,  lad  if  the  Legislature  should  think  fit  to 

■Aopt  it,  the  expense  can  be  readily  provided 

'  ^vjlmn  or  otherwise. 

Baring  an  organized  force  under  the  control 
4f  ^  audiorities  of  the  State,  and  mustered 
kte  service  for  domestic  protection,  we  would 
W,  as  heretofore,  lose  time  in  arranging  for 


transportation  and  supplies  with  the  National 
Grovemment  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  call 
it  into  the  field. 

When  thoroughly  organized,  it  should  be  in 
all  ite  appointments  an  army  which  could  be 
increased  from  our  enrollment  of  classified 
citizens. 

The  plan  which  I  have  above  suggested  is 
the  result  of  the  reflection  and  experience 
which  I  have  had  during  the  last  three  years, 
and  1  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  it  for 
your  consideration,  for  ihe  purpose  of  provid- 
ing for  the  effectual  defence  of  tne  State. 

If  the  Legislature  should  prefer  the  adoption 
of  any  other  ]^lan,  more  efficient  and  economical 
than  that  which  I  have  herein  proposed,  it  wiQ 
give  me  pleasure  to  cooperate  heartily  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  March  4, 1864, 
I  have  appointed  for  the  Eastern  armies,  Colonel 
F.  Jordan  as  agent  at  Washington,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Ck)lonel  James  Gilliam  as  Assistant  Agent  at 
that  place;  and  also  for  the  Southwestern 
armies,  Lieutenan^Oolonel  James  Chamberlain 
as  Agent  at  Nashville. 

These  agents  are  now  actively  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  our  people  should  be  aware  that  a  part  of 
them  consist  in  the  gratuitous  collection  of  all 
claims  by  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  or  their 
legal  representatives,  on  the  State  and  National 
Governments. 

Volunteers  having  claims  on  either  of  these 
Gov^ments  can  have  them  collected  through 
these  agents  without  expense,  and  thus  be 
secured  from  the  extortions  to  which  it  is 
feared  they  have  sometimes  hereiofore  been  sub- 
jected. 

Having  received  information  from  the  agente 
of  the  State  that  our  sick  and  wounded  were 
suffering  greatly  for  the  want  of  comforto  and 
even  necessaries,  I  have  been  recently  compelled 
to  call  on  the  people  to  contribute  supplies 
mainly  in  kind,  for  their  relief ;  and  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  say  that  this  appeal  has  been  cheer- 
fully responded  to,  as  have  been  all  my  former 
appeals  to  the  same  end. 

It  seems  impossible  to  exhaust  the  liberality 
of  our  generous  people,  when  the  well-being  of 
our  brave  volunteers  is  in  question. 

Li  my  special  message  of  the  thirtieth  of 
April  I  stated  the  circumstances  attending  the 
advance,  by  banks  and  other  corporations,  of 
funds  for  me  payment  of  the  militia  called  out 
in  1863. 

In  consequence,  the  Legislature  passed  the 
act  of  May  4, 1864,  authorizing  a  loan  for  the 
purpose  of  refunding,  with  interest,  the  amount 
thus  advanced,  in  case  that  Congress  should 
fail  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  at  ite 
then  current  session. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Coi^ess  adjourned  with- 
out making  such  appropriation.  The  balance  in 
the  Treasury  being  found  sufficient  to  reim- 
burse the  funds  so  advanced  without  unduly 
diminishing  the  sinking  fund,  I  have  deemed  it 
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advisable  not  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the 
loans,  and  I  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act 
directing  the  payment  to  be  made  oat  of  the 
money  in  the  Treasury. 

As  tiie  omission  of  Congress  to  act  on  this 
subject  involved  an  unprecedented  disregard  of 
the  good  faith  of  the  national  authorities,  I 
recommend  that  the  Legislature  teike  measures 
for  procuring  an  appropriation  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

The  revenue  bill  passed  at  the  last  session 
has  been  found  to  be  defective  in  several  points, 
and  I  recommend  a  careful  and  immediate  revi- 
sion of  it 

The  bounty  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  is 
found  to  be  defective  and  unjust  in  many  of  its 
provisions,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
administered  in  some  parts  of  the  State,  oppres- 
sive on  the  people. 

I  liierefore  recommend  a  careful  revision  of 
it,  as  the  present  session  has  been  called  for  the 
consideration  of  matters  of  vital  public  import- 
ance. 

I  recommend  them  to  your  earnest  and  exclu- 
sive attention. 

A.  G.  CuBaiN. 


Doa24. 


SPEECH  OP  JEPPEBSON  DAVIS  : 

AT  MACON,  6A.,  SEPTElteERtt,  1864. 

Ladies  and  GfenUemen,  Friends,  and  Fellovh 
citizens: 
It  would  have  gladdened  mv  heart  to  ha^e 
met  you  in  prosperity  instead  of  adversity.  But 
friends  are  drawn  tc^ether  in  adversity.  The 
son  of  a  Georgian,  who  fought  through  the  first 
Revolution,  I  would  be  untrue  to  myself  if  I 
should  forget  the  State  in  her  day  of  periL 
What  though  misfortune  has  befallen  our  arms 
from  Decatur  to  Jonesboro,  our  cause  is  not 
lost  Sherman  cannot  keep  up  his  lonz  line  of 
communication,  and  retreat,  sooner  or  later  he 
must ;  and  when  that  day  comes  the  fate  that 
befell  the  army  of  the  French  Empire  in  its  re- 
treat from  Moscow  will  be  reacted.  Our  cavalry 
and  our  people  will  harass  and  destroy  his 
army  as  did  the  Cossacks  that  of  Napoleon ;  and 
the  Yankee  General,  like  him,  will  escape  with 
only  a  body-guard.  How  can  this  bo  the  most 
speedily  effected  ?  By  the  absentees  of  Hood's 
armv  returning  to  their  posts;  and  will  they 
not?  Can  they  see  the  banished  exiles;  can 
they  hear  the  wail  of  their  suffering  countrywo- 
men and  children  and  not  come  ?  By  what  influ- 
ence they  are  made  to  stay  away  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  speak.  If  there  is  one  who  will  stay 
away  at  this  hour  he  is  unworthy  of  the  name 
of  a  Georgian.  To  the  women  no  appeal  is 
necessary.  Thev  are  like  the  Spartan  mothers  of 
old.  I  know  of  one  who  has  lost  all  her  sons,  ex- 
cept one  of  eighteen  years.  She  wrote  that  she 
wanted  me  to  reserve  a  place  for  him  in  the 
ranks.  The  venerable  Qeneral  Polk,  to  whom  I 
read  the  letter,  knew  that  woman  well,  and  said 


it  was  characteristic  of  her;  but  I  will  not 
weary  you  by  turning  aside  to  relate  the  variom 
incidents  of  giving  up  the  last  son  to  ^be  caose 
of  our  country,  known  to  me.  Wherever  we 
go  we  find  the  hearts  and  hands  of  our  noble 
women  enlisted.  They  are  seep  wherever  the 
eye  may  fall  or  the  step  turn.  They  have  one 
duty  to  perform ;  to  buoy  up  the  hearts  of  our 
people.  I  know  the  deep  diaupace  felt  by  Geor- 
^  at  our  army  falling  back  nt>m  Dalton  to  Ae 
interior  of  the  State.  But  I  was  not  of  those 
who  considered  Atlanta  lost  when  our  aray 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee.  I  resolved  that  it 
should  not,  and  I  then  put  a  man  in  commaDd 
who  I  knew  would  strike  a  manly  blow  for  the 
city,  and  many  a  Yankee's  blood  was  made  to 
nourish  the  soil  before  the  prize  was  won.  It 
does  not  become  us  to  revert  to  disaster.  Let 
the  dead  bury  the  dead.  Let  us.  with  one  anD 
and  one  effort,  endeavor  to  crush  Sherman.  I 
am  going  to  the  army  to  confer  wi&  our  Oeoft- 
rals.  The  end  must  be  the  defeat  of  our  enemy. 
It  has  been  said  that  I  abandoned  Geoyg»  to 
her  fate.  Shame  upon  such  feilsehood.  Where 
could  the  author  have  been  when  Walker,  when 
Polk,  and  when  Greneral  Stephen  D.  Lee  were 
sent  to  his  assistance  ?  Miseraoleman.  ThemBsi 
who  uttered  this  was  a  scoundrel  He  was  not 
a  man  to  save  our  coxmtry.  If  I  knew  that  a 
General  did  not  possess  the  right  qualities  to 
command,  would  I  not  be  i^ng  if  he  was  not 
removed?  Why,  when  our  army  was  falling 
back  from  Northern  Georgia,  I  even  heard  that 
I  had  sent  Bragg  witii  pontoons  to  cross  it  to 
Cuba.  But  we  must  be  charitable.  The  nan 
who  can  speculate  ought  to  be  made  to  take  op 
his  musket  When  the  war  is  over  and  our  in- 
dependence won — and  we  establish  our  inde- 
pendence— ^who  will  be  our  aristocracy  ?  I  hope 
the  limping  soldiw.  To  the  young  ladies  I 
would  say  mat  when  choosing  between  an  empty 
sleeve  and  the  man  who  had  remained  at  home 
and  grown  rich,  always  take  the  empty  sleeve. 
Let  3ie  old  men  remain  at  home  and  make 
bread.  But  should  they  know  of  any  young 
man  keeping  away  from  the  service,  who  cannot 
be  made  to  go  any  other  way,  let  them  write  to 
the  Executive.  I  read  all  letters  sent  me  from 
the  people,  but  have  not  time  to  answer  them. 
Yon  have  not  many  men  between  eighteen  and 
forty-five  left.  The  bovs — Grod  bless  tiie  boya— 
are,  as  rapidly  as  tiiey  become  old  enoueh,  going 
to  the  field.  The  city  of  Macon  is  fifled  with 
stores,  sick  and  wounded.  It  must  not  be 
abandoned,  but  when  the  enemy  come,  instead 
of  caUing  upon  Hood's  army  for  defence,  the 
old  men  must  fight,  and  when  &e  enemy  is 
driven  beyond  Chattanooga,  they  too  can  join 
in  the  general  rejoicing.  Tour  prisoners  are^ 
kept  as  a  sort  of  Yankee  capital.  I  have 
heard  that  one  of  their  G^^als  said  that 
their  exchange  would  defeat  Sherman.  I  hare 
tried  every  means,  conceded  everything  to 
effect  an  exchange,  but  to  no  purpose.  Bat- 
ler,  the  beast,  with  whom  no  Conmiis^oner  < 
of  Exchange  would  hold  interooorse,  had  pub- 


DOCUMENTS. 


149 


fabed  in  his  newspftpers  that  if  we  woald 
eauent  to  the  exchange  of  n^roes,  all  difficul- 
tki  might  be  remoyed.  This  is  reported  as  an 
cfibst  of  his  to  get  himself  whitewashed  by 
kidiog  intercourse  with  gentlemen.  If  an  ex- 
dnoge  could  be  effected,  I  don't  know  but  I 
WB^t  be  indiieed  to  recognize  Butler.  But  in 
Ae  fatare  e^ery  effort  will  be  given,  as  far  as 
foBB^  to  eflRect  the  end.  We  want  our  sol- 
dien  in  the  field,  and  we  want  the  sick  and 
wMsded  to  retom  home.  It  is  not  proper  for 
Bt  to  spesk  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  field, 
hat  this  I  will  saj,  that  two  thirds  of  our  men 
««  absent,  some  sick,  some  woimded,  but  most 
tf  tfaem  stwent  without  leave.  The  man  who 
RfWBti  and  goes  back  to  his  conmiander  volun- 
Itfdj,  appeals  strongly  to  executive  clemency. 
Bat  iBppose  he  stays  away  until  the  war  is 
«vef,  and  his  comrades  return  home,  and  when 
ererj  man's  history  will  be  told,  where  will  he 
ihicid  himself?  It  is  upon  these  reflections  that 
Inly  to  make  them  return  to  their  duty,  but 
after  conferring  with  our  Glenerals  at  headquar- 
tsn,  if  there  be  any  other  remedy  it  shall  be 
ifpfied.  I  love  my  friends,  and  I  forgive  my 
maaasM,  1  have  been  asked  to  send  reinforce- 
meoxs  firom  Virginia  tp  Georgia.  In  Virginia 
the  disparity  in  numbers  is  just  as  great  as  it  is 
in  Geofgia.  Then,  I  have  been  asked  why  the 
maj  sent  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  was  not 
•eot  here  f  It  was  because  an  army  of  the  en- 
SBJ  had  penetrated  that  valley  to  the  very 
pfts  of  Lynchburg,  and  General  Early  was 
•eat  to  drive  them  bsick.  This  he  not  only  sue- 
tmi^  did,  but,  crossing  the  Potomac,  came 
««Mgh  capturing  W^ington  itself,  and 
caased  Grant  to  send  two  corps  of  his  army  to 
iri^ect  it  This  the  enemy  denominated  a  raid. 
B  ao,  Sherman's  march  into  Georgia  is  a  raid. 
What  wonld  prevent  them  now,  if  Early  was 
vithdrawn,  from  taking  Lynchbu]]^,and  putting 
a  eomplete  cordon  of  men  around  nichmond  ?  I 
Mnsefled  with  the  great  and  grave  soldier, 
Geaenl  Lee,  upon  all  these  points.  My  mind 
Based  over  tl^  whole  field.  With  this  we  can 
ncceed.  K  one  half  the  men  now  absent  with- 
out leave,  wiU  return  to  du^,  we  can  defeat 
i^aiemy.  With  that  hope  I  am  going  to  the 
^ntA,  I  may  not  realize  this  hope,  but  I  know 
t^  are  men  there  who  have  looked  death  in 
be  face  too  often  to  despond  now.  Let  no  one 
^opood.  Let  no  one  distrust ;  and  remember 
^  if  jiBtioe  is  the  beau  ideal,  hope  is  the  re- 

Doa25. 
THE  NEW  MADRID  EXPEDITION. 

OOLOHEL  BUBBCB>  REPORT. 

Kkw  Hadbid,  Mo.,  Aognst  7. 

^  Bngadier-Oeneral  Ewing : 
,  &Ye  been  out  seventeen  days  with  a  battal- 
g^  of  the   Second    Cavalry,  Missouri   State 
wta,  under   Lieutenant^€o1onel   Heller,  de- 1 
^dttents  of  the  Second  and  Third,  under  Major  j 


Wilson,  and  of  the  First  and  Sixth  Missouri 
Cavalry  Volunteers,  under  Captain  Prewitt 

I  had  skirmishes  with  guerillas  and  bush- 
whackers, in  Mississippi,  Stoddard,  New  Madrid, 
Pemiscot  and  Duncan  counties,  Arkansas,  killing 
considerable  numbers  of  them. 

We  had  quite  a  brisk  running  fight  at  Osceola, 
Arkansas,  on  the  second  instant,  with  Bowen's 
and  McVaigh's  companies,  of  Shedby's  command. 
We  captured  their  camp,  killing  seven,  and  took 
twenty-five  prisoners,  including  Captain  Bowen, 
their  commander. 

On  the  fourth,  at  Elksehula,  we  foi^ht  the 
Second  Missouri  rebd  cavahry,  and  Conyer's 
Guthrie*s  and  Darnell's  bands  of  guerrillas,  all 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Oawan.  We 
routed  t^em  completely,  killed  and  mortally 
wounded  about  thirty,  and  slightly  wounded 

i  those  who  escaped  in  the  swamps,  as  I  am  in- 
ormed  by  prisoners  subsequently  captured), 
between  tiirty  and  forty,  and  took  twenty-eight 
prisoners. 

We  lost  Captain  Francis,  Third  cavahry,  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  mortally  wounded,  and  two 
others  slightly  wounded.  We  have  killed  in  all 
full  fifty  rebel  soldiers  and  bushwliackers,  in- 
cluding one  Captain  and  three  Lieutenants, 
wounded  between  tliirty  aiwl  fort^  we  know  of, 
and  took  fifty-seven  prisoners,  including  two 
Captains. 

We  also  captiu-ed  full  two  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  and  over  two  hundred  horses  and  mules. 
John  L.  Burbus, 
Colonel  commmnding  the  Expedition. 


Doo,  26. 


AMNESTY  TO  IN8UEGENT  ENEMIES. 

Wjut  HoAxaaarty  kMvtAXt  GnnnuL's  Oftigi,  ) 
W.A8BnroTOir.  August  8, 1864        / 

1.  The  attention  of  commanding  officers  of 
departments,  districts,  military  posts,  and  detach- 
ments, is  called  to  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
Proclamation  of  the  President,  dated  tiie  twenty- 
sixth  of  March,  1864, defining  the  cases  in  which 
insurgent  enemies  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  Amnesty  Proclamation  of  tiie  eighth  of  De- 
cember, 1863 : 

"It  (the  amnesty)  does  apply  only  to  those 
persons  who,  being  yet  at  large  and  free  from 
any  arrest,  confinement  or  duress,  shall  volun- 
tarily come  forward  and  take  the  said  oath,  with 
the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  establishing 
the  national  authority." 

From  various  departments  and  districts  infor- 
mation has  been  received  by  this  department 
that  insurgent  enemies  in  the  States  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  Missouri,  have  endeavored, 
fraudulently  and  treacherously,  to  obtain  the 
benefits  of  the  President's  amnesty  by  taking  the 
prescribed  oath,  without  any  purpose  of  restor- 
ing peace  and  establishing  the  nationad  authority, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  theu:  property 
from  the  penal^  of  their  crimes,  or  of  screening 
themselves  from  punishment  for  the  commission 
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of  arson,  robbery,  treason  and  murder.  AD  com- 
manders of  departments,  districts,  posts  and 
detachments,  and  all  officers  in  the  military  ser- 
vice, are  directed  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in 
detecting  and  bringing  to  punishment  t&  insur- 
gent enemies  who  nave  been  or  may  be  guilty 
of  fraudulently  and  treacherous^  taking  the  oam 
prescribed  by  the  President's  Proclamation  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  of  *'  restoring  peace 
and  establishing  the  national  authority,"  and  they 
will  treat  such  oath,  when  fraudulently  and 
treacherously  taken,  as  not  entitling  the  guilty 
parties  to  any  clemency,  but  as  being  in  itself  a 
substantive  offence  against  the  Government,  and 
as  affording  no  protection  to  the  individuals  by 
whom  it  has  been  or  may  be  taken,  either  in 
their  persons  or  property,  and  as  depriving  them 
of  all  claim  to  immunity,  protection  or  clemency. 

2.  Commanders  of  departments  and  districts 
are  also  authorized  to  prescribe  such  rules  and 
regulations  in  respect  to  the  administration  of 
said  oath  in  future,  as  may  be  needed  to  prevent 
the  improper  administration  of  said  oath  to  per- 
sons taking  it  for  any  other  than  the  *'  pui^ose 
of  restoring  peace  and  establishine  the  national 
authority."  To  all  persons  who  have  or  shall 
voluntarily  come  forward  and  take  the  oath, 
"  with  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  estab- 
lishing the  national  authority,"  full  protection, 
and  all  the  benefits  of  the  Amnesty  Proclamation 
will  be  extended. 

3.  Commanders  and  all  military  officers  will 
exercise  strict  vigilance  within  their  respective 
commands,  in  order  to  detect  and  bring  to  pun- 
ishment any  officer,  civil,  military  or  naval,  who 
knowingly  and  wilfully  has  administered  or 
shall  administer  the  said  oath  to  any  person  or 
persons,  except  the  insurgent  enemies,  who  are, 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  twenty-sixth  of 
March,  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  said  amnestv 
proclamation,  by  reason  of  their  taking  the  oaA 
for  *^  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  estab- 
lishing the  national  authority." 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  AdJotaQt-GonmO. 


Doc.  27. 

SEORETABT  BENJAMIN'S  CIRCULAB. 

DiPAicnairr  or  Sr^n,       \ 
Bkbxoxd,  Va.,  Aug.  26,  1864./ 

Sir  :  Numerous  publications  which  have  re- 
cently appeared  in  the  journals  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  informal  overtures  for 
peace  between  two  Federations  of  States  now 
at  war  on  this  Continent  render  it  desirable  that 
you  should  be  fully  advised  of  the  views  and 
policy  of  this  Government  on  a  matter  of  such 
paramount  importance.  It  is  likewise  proper 
that  you  shoula  be  accurately  informed  of  what 
has  occurred  on  the  several  occasions  mentioned 
in  the  published  statements.* 

«  See  ptige  79  Ante. 


You  have  heretofore  been  furnished  wiA 
copies  of  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  Congreee 
of  the  Confederate  States,  with  &e  approval  of 
the  President,  on  the  fourteenth  of  June  last, 
and  have,  doubtless,  acted  in  oonformify  with 
the  resolution  which  requested  that  copies  of 
this  manifesto  should  be  laid  before  foreign 
Governments.  "  The  principles,  sentiments,  and 
purposes,  by  which  these  States  have  been,  and 
are  still  actuated,"  are  set  forth  in  that  paper 
with  all  the  authority  due  to  the  solemn  declara- 
tion of  the  legislative  and  executive  dep^t- 
ments  of  this  Government,  and  with  a  cleamesB 
which  leaves  no  room  for  comment  or  explana- 
tion. In  a  few  sentences  it  is  pointed  out  that 
all  we  ask  is  non-interference  with  our  interoal 
peace  and  prosperity,  **  and  to  be  left  in  the 
undisturbed  enjoyment  of  those  inalienable 
rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness, which  our  common  ancestors  declared  to 
be  the  equal  heritage  of  aU  parties  to  the  social 
compact  Let  them  forbear  aggressioi^  upon 
us,  and  the  war  is  at  an  end.  If  there  be  ques- 
tions which  require  adjustment  by  D^otiation,i 
we  have  ever  been  wiUmg,  and  are  stiU  willing, 
to  enter  into  communication  with  our  adversa- 
ries in  a  spirit  of  peace,  of  equality,  and  manly 
frankness." 

The  manifesto  closed  with  the  dedarationj 
that  "  we  commit  our  cause  to  the  enlightened 
judgment  of  the  world,  to  the  sober  reflection^ 
of  our  adversaries  themselves,  and  to  the  Bd\ 
emn  and  righteous  arbitrament  of  Heaven."      j 

Within  a  few  weeks  after  the  publication  ot 
this  manifesto,  it  seemed  to  have  met  with  a 
response  from  President  Lincoln.  In  the  earit 
part  of  last  month,  a  letter  was  received  hj\ 
General  Lee  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  in 
the  following  words : 

Hbadquabxbs  ARvm  or  ibb  UnmD  9ciik,I    j 
Cnr  Point,  Va.,  Aug.  8,  1804.    | 

Qenercd  R,  E,  Lee,  oommanding  Confederai^ 
Forces,  near  Petersburg,  Vcu  : 
General  :  I  would  request  that  Colonel  Jaqueaj 
Seventy-third  Illinois  volunteer  infantry,  and  J] 
R.  Gilmore,  Esq.,  be  allowed  to  meet  Colonej 
Robert  Quid,  Commissioner  for  the  exchange  d 
prisoners,  at  such  place  between  the  lines  of  the 
two  armies  as  you  may  designate.  The  objecj 
of  the  meeting  is  legitimate  with  the  duties  oi 
Colonel  Quid  as  Commissioner. 

If  not  consistent  for  you  to  grant  the  requesi 
here  asked,  I  would  beg  that  this  be  referred  U 
President  Davis  for  his  action. 

Requesting  as  early  an  answer  to  this  com: 
munication  as  you  may  find  it  convenient  U 
make,  I  subscribe  myself, 

Very  respectftiUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  a  Orakt, 

LieatoiiaDt.6eiieral  U.  S.  A 

On  the  reference  of  this  letter  to  the  PresI 
dent,  he  authorized  Colonel  Ould  to  meet  th^ 
persons  named  in  General  Grant's  letter ;  an^ 
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Otaknel  Oold,  after  seeing  them,  retorDed  to 
ftchnood  and  reported  to  the  President,  in  the 
preaoice  of  &e  Secretary  of  War  and  myself, 
tiiat  Meeire.  Jaqoes  and  Gilmore  had  not  said 
nrrthing  to  him  about  hia  duties  as  oommis- 
mostar  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  but  that  they 
aikad  pomission  to  come  to  Richmond  for  the 
pvpose  of  aeeii^  ike  President;  that  they 
one  witii  the  knowledge  and  approvsJ  of 
Prendoit  Lincoln,  and  under  his  pass ;  that 
they  were  informal  messengers,  sent  with  a 
Tkv  of  paving  the  way  for  a  meeting  of  formal 
eommisBionen  anthodzed  to  negotiate  for  peace, 
sad  desired  to  ooomiunicate  to  President  Davis 
te  TiewB  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  to  obtain  the 
Pkeodenf s  riews  in  return,  so  as  to  arrange  for 
a  meeting  of  commissioners.  Colonel  Quid 
Hated  that  he  had  told  them  repeatedly  that  it 
wm  ascJess  to  come  to  Richmond  to  talk  of 
|«aoe  on  any  other  terms  than  the  recognized 
adepeodence  of  &e  Confederacy,  to  which  tiiey 
■id  that  they  were  aware  of  tbsit,  and  that 
tky  were,  nevertheless,  confident  that  their 
iDteniew  would  result  in  peace.  The  Presi- 
dent, on  tiiis  report  of  Colonel  Ould,  determined 
to  permit  diem  to  come  to  Richmond  under  his 
dwge. 

Od  the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  of  July,  Col- 
omI  Oold  condncted  these  gentlemen  to  a  hotel 
in  Bidimond,  where  a  room  was  provided  for 
tben,  in  which  they  were  to  remain  under  snr- 
▼eifiMice  durii^  their  stay  here,  and  the  next 
iiumiog  I  received  the  following  letter : 

aronawooD  How,  RiCBMmrD,  Va.,\ 
Julj  17, 1M4.     ; 

Bm,  J.  P.  Batjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of  Chtir 
federate  States  (^America: 
DiAB  Sm :  The  undersigned,  James  F.  Jaques 
^  ntinois,  and  James  R.  Gilmore,  of  Massachu- 
Ktti,moet  reepecduOy  solicit  an  interview  with 
PrwJdent  Davis.  They  visit  Richmond  as  pri- 
^ite  citizens,  and  have  no  ofiBcial  character  or 
•^Aority;  bat  fliey  are  fully  possessed  of  the 
Tiewa  of  the  United  States  Grovemment  rela- 
tive (o  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  now 
tt^  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and 
n?e  httle  doubt  that  a  free  interchange  of 
▼WW*  between  President  Davis  and  themselves 
^oild  open  the  way  to  such  official  negotiations 
»  would  oitimate  in  restoring  pbaob  to  the  two 
actions  of  our  distracted  cotmtry. 

1^  therefore  ask  an  interview  with  the 
"Went,  and,  awaitine  your  reply,  are, 
Most  truly  and  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servants, 

James  F.  Jaqubb, 
Jambs  R.  Gilmorb. 

llwword  "official"  is  underscored,  and  the 
*ord  "peace"   doubly   underscored,   in   the 

^fter  pemsing  the  letter,  I  invited  Colonel 
vaW  to  conduct  the  writers  to  my  office;  and 
*^  their  airiyal  stated  to  them  that  they  must  be 
^GMcioQi  they  oould  not  be  admitted  to  an  in- 


terview with  the  President  without  informing 
me  more  fully  of  the  object  of  their  mission,  and 
satisfying  me  that  they  came  by  request  of  Mr. 
Lincoln. 

Mr.  Gilmore  replied  that  they  came  unofficially, 
but  with  the  knowledge,  and  at  the  desire,  of 
Mr.  Lincoln;  tiiat  they  thought  the  war  bad 
gone  far  enough ;  that  it  could  never  end  ex- 
cept by  some  sort  of  agreement ;  that  the  agree- 
ment might  as  well  be  made  now  as  after 
further  bloodshed ;  that  they  knew  by  the  re- 
cent address  of  the  Confederate  Congress  that 
we  were  wiUing  to  make  peace ;  that  they  ad- 
mitted that  proposals  ought  to  come  from-  the 
NorUi,  and  that  they  were  prepared  to  make 
these  proposals  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  authority  ;  that 
it  was  necessary  to  have  a  sort  of  informal  un- 
derstanding in  advance  of  regular  negotiations, 
for  if  commissioners  were  appointed  without 
some  such  understanding,  they  would  meet, 
quarrel,  and  separate,  leaving  the  parties  more 
bitter  against  each  other  than  before ;  that  they 
knew  i£c.  Lincoln's  views,  and  would  state  them 
if  pressed  by  the  President  to  do  so,-and  desired 
to  learn  his  in  return. 

I  again  insisted  on  some  evidence  that  they 
came  from  Mr.  Lincoln ;  and  in  order  to  satisfy 
me,  Mr.  Gilmore  referred  to  the  feet  that  per- 
mission for  their  coming  through  our  lines  had 
been  asked  officially  by  General  Grant  in  a  letter 
to  General  Lee,  and  that  General  Grant  in  that 
letter  had  asked  that  this  request  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  President  Davis.  Mr.  Gihnore  then 
showod  me  a  card,  written  and  signed  by  Mr. 
Lincoln,  requesting  Greneral  Grant  to  aid  Mr. 
Gilmore  and  friend  in  passing  through  his  lines 
into  the  Confederacy.  Colonel  Jaques  then  said 
that  his  name  was  not  put  on  the  card  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  eamesUy  desired  that  their 
visit  should  be  kept  secret ;  that  he  had  come 
into  the  Confederacy  a  year  ago,  and  had  visited 
Petersburg  on  a  similar  errand ;  and  that  it  was 
feared  if  his  name  should  become  known«  that 
some  of  those  who  had  formerly  met  him  in 
Petersburg  would  coryecture  the  purpose  for 
which  he  now  came.  He  said  that  the  terms  of 
peace  which  they  would  offer  to  the  President 
would  be  honorable  to  the  Confederacy ;  that 
they  did  not  desire  that  the  Confedei-acy  should 
accept  any  other  terms,  but  would  be  glad  to 
have  my  promise,  ais  they  gave  theirs,  that  their 
visit  should  be  kept  a  profoimd  secret  if  it 
fail  to  result  in  peace  ;  that  it  would  not  be  just 
that  either  party  should  seek  any  advantage  by 
divulging  the  fact  of  their  overture  for  peace,  if 
unsucceraful.  I  assented  to  this  request,  and 
then  rising,  said :  **  Do  I  understand  you  to  state 
distinctly  that  you  come  as  messengers  from  Mr. 
Lincoln  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  with  the 
President  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  inaugurating 
a  formal  negotiation  for  peace,  charged  by  Mr. 
Lincoln  with  authority  for  stating  his  own  views 
and  receiving  those  of  President  Davis  ?"  Both 
answered  in  tlie  affirmative,  and  I  then  said 
that  the  President  would  see  them  at  my  office 
the  same  evening,  at  nine  p.  m.  ;  that,  at  leasts 
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I  presumed  he  would ;  but  if  he  objected,  alter 
hearing  my  report,  they  should  be  informed. 
They  were  then  recommitted  to  the  charge  of 
Colonel  Quid,  with  the  understanding  Ihat  they 
were  to  be  reconducted  to  my  office  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

The  interview,  connected  with  the  report 
previously  made  by  Colonel  Ould,  left  on  my 
mind  the  decided  impression  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  averse  to  sending  formal  conmiissioners  to 
open  negotiations,  lest  he  mi^ht  tliereby  be 
deemed  to  have  recoenized  the  mdependence  of 
the  Confederacv,  and  that  he  was  anxious  to 
learn  whether  the  conditions  on  which  lUone  l\e 
would  be  willing  to  take  such  a  stop  would  be 
jrielded  by  the  Confederacy ;  that  with  this  view 
he  had  placed  his  messengers  in  a  condition  to 
satisfy  us  that  they  really  came  from  him,  with- 
out committing  himself  to  anvthing  in  the  event 
of  a  disagreement  as  to  such  conditions  as  he 
considered  to  be  indispensable.  On  informing 
the  President,  therefore,  of  niv  conclusions,  he 
determined  that  no  question  of  form  or  etiquette 
should  be  an  obstacle  to  his  receiving  any  over- 
tures that  promised,  however  remotely,  to  result 
in  putting  an  end  to  the  carnage  which  marked 
the  continuance  of  hostilities. 

The  President  came  to  my  office  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  Colonel  Oidd  came  a  few 
moments  later,  with  Messrs  Jaquesaud  Gilmore. 
The  President  said  to  them  lliat  he  had  heard 
from  me  that  they  came  as  messengers  of  peace 
from  Mr.  Lincoln ;  that  as  such  they  were  wel- 
come; that  the  Confederacy  had  never  con- 
cealed its  desire  for  peace;  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  hear  whatever  they  had  to  offer  on  that 
subject 

Mr.  Gilmore  then  addressed  the  President, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  had  conveyed  the  informa- 
tion that  these  two  gentlemen  had  come  to 
Richmond  impressed  with  the  idea  that  this 
(Government  would  accept  a  peace  on  a  basis  of 
a  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  the  grant  of  an  amnesty  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  as  repentant  criminals.  In  order 
to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  was 
proposed  that  there  should  be  a  general  vote  of 
all  the  people  of  both  federations  in  mass,  and 
the  majority  of  the  vote  thus  taken  was  to  de- 
termine that  as  well  as  all  other  disputed  ques- 
tions. These  were  stated  to  be  Mr.  Lincoln's 
views.  The  President  answered  that  as  these 
proposals  had  been  prefieused  by  the  remark  that 
the  people  of  the  North  were  a  majority,  and 
that  a  majority  ought  to  govern,  the  oflfer  was, 
In  efifect,  a  proposal  that  the  Confederate  States 
should  surrender  at  discretion,  admit  that  they 
had  been  wrong  from  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
test, submit  to  the  mercy  of  theu:  enemies,  and 
avow  themselves  to  be  in  need  of  pardon  for 
their  crimes  ;  that  extermination  was  preferable 
to  dishonor. 

He  stated  that  if  they  were  themselves  so 
unacquainted  with  tlie  form  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernment as  to  make  such  propositions,  Mr.  Lin- 
ooln  ought  to  have  known,  when  giving  them  his 


views,  that  it  was  out  of  ike  power  of  the  Ci»n- 
federate  Gk)vemment  to  act  on  the  subject  of  tlie 
domestic  institutions  of  the  several  States,  each 
State  having  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  that  point; 
still  less  to  commit  the  decision  of  such  a  qnes- 
tion  to  the  vote  of  a  foreign  people ;  that  the 
separation  of  the  States  was  an  accomplished 
fjEM^t ;  that  he  had  no  authority  to  receive  pro- 
posals for  negotiation,  except  by  virtue  of  his 
office  as  President  of  an  independent  Confed- 
eracy ;  and  on  this  basis  alone  must  proposals 
be  inade  to  him. 

At  one  period  of  the  conversation,  Mr.  Gilmore 
made  use  of  some  language  referring  to  these 
States  as  "  rebels,"  while  rendering  an  accoQDt 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  views,  and  apologized  for  the 
word.  The  President  desired  him  to  proceed, 
that  no  ofience  was  taken,  and  that  he  wished 
Mr.  Lincoln's  language  to  be  repeated  to  him  ss 
exactly  as  possible.  Some  further  conversation 
took  place  substantially  to  the  same  effect  as  the 
foregoing,  when  the  President  rose,  to  indicate 
that  the  interview  was  at  an  end.  'The  two  gen- 
tlemen were  then  recommitted  to  the  charge  of 
Colonel  Ould,  and  left  Richmond  the  next  day. 

This  account  of  the  visit  of  Messrs.  Gilmore 
and  Jaques  to  Richmond,  has  been  rendered 
necessary  by  publications  made  by  one  or  both 
of  them  since  their  return  to  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  agreement  that  their  visit 
was  to  be  kept  secret  They  have,  perhaps, 
concluded  that,  as  the  promise  of  secrecy  was 
made  at  their  reouest,  it  was  permissible  to  dis- 
regard it  We  had  no  reason  for  desuing  tO| 
conceal  what  occurred,  and  have,  therefore,  no! 
complaint  to  make  of  the  publicity  given  to  the 
fact  of  the  visit  The  extreme  inaccuracy  of 
Mr.  Gilmore's  narrative  will  be  apparent  to  yoa 
from  the  foregoing  statement 

You  have  no  doubt  seen  in  the  Northern 
papers  an  account  of  another  conference  on  the 
subject  of  peace,  which  took  place  in  Canada,  at 
about  the  same  date,  between  Messrs.  C.  C  Clay 
and  J.  P.  Holcombe,  Confederate  citizens  of  the 
highest  character  and  position,  and  Mr.  Horace 
Greeley,  of  New  York,  acting  with  authority  of 
President  Lincoln.  It  is  deemed  not  improper 
to  inform  you  that  Messrs.  Clay  and  Holoombe, 
although  enjoying  in  an  eminent  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  the  President,  were 
strictly  accurate  in  their  statement  that  they 
were  without  any  authority  from  this  Govern- 
ment to  treat  with  that  of  the  United  States  on 
anysubject  whatever. 

We  had  no  knowledge  of  their  conference  with 
Mr.  Greeley,  nor  of  theu:  proposed  visit  to  Wash- 
ington, till  we  saw  the  newspaper  publications. 
A  significant  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
statement  of  Messrs.  Gilmore  and  Jaques,  that 
they  came  as  messengers  from  Mr.  Lincoln,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  views  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
as  stated  by  them  to  the  President,  are  in  exact 
conformity  with  the  offensive  paper  addressed 
to  **  Whom  it  may  concern,"  which  was  sent  by 
Mr.  Lincohk  to  Messrs.  Clay  and  Holcombe  by 
the  hands  of  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Hay,  and 
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vbich  was  properly  regarded  by  thoie  gentle- 
neo  as  an  intimation  tiuit  Mr.  Lincoln  was  un- 
w^Lng  tliat  this  war  should  cease  while  in  his 
pdwer  to  continne  hostilities. 

I  am,  very  ];p8pectfTilly, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretaiy  of  State. 
Hod.  Jajob  M.  Mason, 

r  of  tike  OcMttmeat,  elo.,Mc.,  etc.,  FMTto. 


Doa28. 
THE  INYASION  OF  MASniAHD. 

IHABT  OF  UECmiANT  W.  ASHUST. 

Nw  Maekbt,  Va.,  Saturday,  July  1, 1864.— 
Dajlight,  start  dirongh  Edinburg ;  rest  about 
onekor;  took  bath  at  High  Bridge;  through 
Woodstock,  encamped;  made  21  miles;  hot, 
tired,  and  heartily  sick  of  infantry ;  start  at  day- 

July  I— Through  Sfcrasburg,  straggled  and 
got  a  good  dinner ;  encamped  near  Middletown. 

Jafy  3.— Daylight  start,  through  New  Town, 
Kan's  Town,  m3i  Town,  and  Winchester;  en- 
omped  near  Darkeville. 

inJy  i.-Start  to  Martinburg ;  Yanks  had  left 
in  I  hmry ;  lots  of  plunder ;  rested,  and  then 
on  to  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  tore  it  up 
wnndeiable ;  drsadful  tired,  all  but  worn  out ; 
BtOl  hot  and  dnsty, 

July  5.— Qear.  Into  line  and  marched  against 
tlK  enemy ;  countermarched,  as  they  had  faUen 
b«i;  drew  coffee,  lager  beer,  candy,  &c.  10 
L  TL,  took  road  and  marched  to  Potomac  River, 
KarSheppardstown  ;  waded  it,  and  encamped  at 
iSjirpsborg.  Onions,  &c. ;  •  many  excesses ; 
mwps  chained  a  place  where  there  was  liquor ; 
bte  of  'em  "got  drunk,  necessitating  heavy  guard 
^  and  stringent  orders. 

Jaly6w--Clear— still  no  rain^  rest;  T.  Stuart 
iak«  raise  from  Ld.;  we  are  now  on  the  field 
cf  Antktam ;  ration  of  whisky  issued,  being 
fe  iecond  I  have  known  in  over  three  years* 
•ffTioe ;  drew  one  month's  pay  (the  officers  only) 
^Xo?ember,  *63,  yesterday;  no  use  to  us 
«re,  "  Confed.  won't  go ;"  good  living ;  coffee, 
■a,  whisky  and  wine  in  mfinltesimsuly  small 
«»«*•  5 p.  M.,  marched;  made  foot  of  Mary- 
hod  Heights  about  11  P.M. 

^^  7.— Cannonading  all  night;  daylight 
*jrt ;  we  are  now  in  position  as  reserve ;  sharp 
ngbUEg  going  on  immediately  in  front ;  shells 
®»nig  mipleasantly  near  every  once  in  awhile ; 
Pjjwd  over  a  man's  foot  on  our  road,  just  now 
««  off  by  a  cannon  ball ;  suppose  we  are 
«»at  one  mile  from  their  works ;  Harper's 
Fmy;  dark;  moved  out,  over  mountain,  to 
»JkgTlDe,  by  2  a.  m.  ;  rain  ;  rough,  and  very 
«^;  Captain  Singleton  left  behind. 
J^  8M3ear.  Captain  g6t  in,  narrowly 
"^^pag  capture.    Three  men  marched  around 

^'^  CaiTvincr  railn  and  nhu^ardR  nry  their  backs, 

,  marched 
through 


Labb ;  straightened  out,  we  as  rear-guard.  The 
enemy  made  a  dash  on  our  wagons ;  we 
repulsed  them  easily,  and  were  not  again  inter- 
rupted. Crossed  Blue  Ridge  and  marched  to 
Middletown ;  counter-marched  and  euoamped  in 
a  meadow ;  awful  rain  during  the  night,  all  and 
everything  wet  through.  Captain  in  charge  of 
picket — to  spring ;  <Murk,  creek  to  wade,  and 
about  a  mile  to  it 

July  9. — Clear.  To  town  ;  stacked  arms  and 
levied  black  mail  to  the  tune  of  660,000.  We 
expect  to  fight  at  or  near  Frederick  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  little  seoesh  proclivities — ^people  all 
scared,  doors  all  closed,  and  no  talk  for  you  at 
all ;  girls  very  different  from  ours — don't  like 
them,  though  they  may  improve  on  acquaint- 
ance. Made  Frederick  City ;  Yanks  fell  back 
as  we  advanced,  and  gave  us  battle  on  Monocacy 
River ;  we,  the  reserve,  were  not  engaged,  but 
lay  close  up  until  they  retreated,  when  we  soon 
put  in  pursuit  Counter-marched  back  through 
Frederick  (a  handsome,  clean,  and  I  should 
think,  wealthy  place  ;  so  old  Jubal  thought,  for 
he  made  them  sheU  out  $250,000),  and  on  to 
battle-field ;  saw  plenty  of  dead  and  wounded 
Yanks  lying  about  Our  loss  must  have  been 
considerable  from  the  number  of  ambulances 
with  wounded  and  wagons  with  the  dead  which 
we  met  on  tlieir  way  to  Frederick.  Took  up  12 
p.  M. 

July  10. — Davlight  start;  our  battalion  as 
advanced  guard;  found  a  Colt's  army  repeater, 
No.  47,868,  under  a  dead  horse ;  marched  be- 
yond encampment — ^had  to  come  back — making 
our  march  aoout  twenty-six  miles.  The  inhab- 
itants are  badly  scared ;  our  cavalry  are  driving 
all  before  them,  and  we  have  to  make  forced 
marches  to  keep  within  supporting  distance. 
We  now  know  that  Washington  is  our  destina- 
tion, and  we  are  only  twenty  miles  from  it  Saw 
Generals  Early,  Breckinridge,  Elzey,  Echols,  and 
Vaughan  to-day. 

Ji3y  11. — ^Into  line  at  4  a.  m.,  and  now  lying 
here ;  expect  to  get  to  Georgetown  to-day. 
The  band  is  now  enlivening  us ;  we  have  just 
had  a  hastv,  but  eood  breakfast  of  coffee,  sugar, 
butter,  and  bread ;  started  about  11  a.  m.  ;  we, 
as  rear,  are  making  slow  speed  through  Rock- 
viUe;  cannonading  aU  day.  Our  forces  have 
driven  the  enemy  into  their  works,  and  given 
them  seven  hours  in  which  to  surrender.  We 
are  about  five  miles  from  the  Capital ;  our  cav- 
alry is  in  Georgetown,  and  Early's  corps  have 
been  hammering  away  at  the  White  House  for 
some  hours,  ana  still  "  we  hold  Richmond."  It 
is  reported  that  Abraham  has  fled  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  but  whither  no  man  knoweth, 
that  is,  the  Confederate  army.  Hottest  day  we 
have  experienced. 

July  12. — Clear ;  all  quiet ;  occasionally  the 
report  of  cannon  breaks  the  monotony;  my 
dirk-knife  and  tobacco  disappear;  washed  my 
shirt,  slips,  and  socks,  mended  my  wardrobe 
generally,  ms^ing  suitable  preparations  for  my 
entrie  into  the  capital;  drew  for  shoes;  will 
either  have  to  take  Washington  to-night  or  get 
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from  here,  but  what  the  programme  is  I  know 
not;  sultry,  every  indication  of  a  storm;  got 
some  fine  potatoes,  enjoyed  them ;  sundown, 
took  the  back  track,  travelled  all  night,  through 
Rockville,  encamped  on  creek;  made  fifteen 
miles. 

July  13. — Clear;  rested  the  balance  of  the 
day ;  sundown,  again  pegging  it  through  Boone^ 
viUe ;  took  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  for 
about  twelve  hours ;  daylight,  waded  river. 

July  14 — Took  up  at  a  big  spring  near  Lees- 
burg,  on  the  ground  where  Evans  achieved  his 
victory  in  1861 ;  cooked  two  days'  rations ;  we 
have  an  immense  number  of  cattle  and  over 
1,000  prisoners;  over  the  river,  and  thus  far 
safe ;  n^hting  all  day  over  the  river ;  infantry 
all  on  Virginia  side;  all  horses  captured  by 
men  taken  away  from  them,  officers,  though,  I 
see^  are  permitted  to  steal. 

July  16 — Clear ;  daylight,  start  through  Lees- 
bur^;  had  to  lay  dqwn  to  rest  for  an  hour; 
Tamcee  cavahy  made  a  charge  on  our  train, 
captiu-ing  and  destroying  several  wagons  before 
we  could  form  and  get  to  them ;  we  easily  scat- 
tered them,  killing  three  and  capturing  three ; 
artillery,  two  pieces,  took  position  on  slope  of 
mountain,  and  lay  two  hours  expecting  an  at- 
tack there ;  mountain  at  Snicker's  Grap ;  camped 
on  Shenandoah  River, 

July  17 — Clear ;  at  daylight  waded  the  river 
and  on  to  Berry ville ;  counter-marched  and  are 
now  lying  in  the  woods.  Vaughan's  horses 
ar lived  from  Grayson  County  in  charge  of  Cap- 
tains Reese,  Fisher,  and  others. 

July  18— -Clear ;  when  wiU  it  rain?  Inspec- 
tion ;  drew  coflfee  and  sugar ;  plenty  of  moun- 
tain ditney,  makes  a  veiy  palatable  tea.  1  p.  m. — 
Marched  and  put  into  line  near  the  river ;  water 
good  but  unhandy.  2  p.  m. — ^Marched,  under 
heavy  artillery  fire,  closer  to  the  enemy ;  several 
men  wounded  in  getting  into  position ;  they  are 
splendid  artillerists ;  heavy  fighting ;  we,  as  the 
reserve,  slept  under  arms. 

July  19— fclear ;  we  drove  the  Yanks  across 
the  river  last  night,  and  are  stiU  peppering 
away  at  them;  Thomas  Smith  and  tioseph 
Stuart  are  sharpshooting.  12  m. — ^Relieved 
and  back  to  old  quarter;  cooked;  at  dark 
moved  through  Berry ville,  and  by  daylight 
made  Ashby's  Gap;  rested  three  hours  and 
then  on  to  Gap ;  camped  in  a  meadow. 

July  21 — Clear ;  daylight  start ;  we  are  at- 
tached to  Wharton's  brigade;  quick  time  to 
Middletown,  and  are  now  lying  m  the  woods 
here ;  it  is  reported  that  Ransom's  cavalry  and 
Ramsuer's  infantry  were  whipped  yesterday 
near  Winchester;  got  this  man's  book  fr»m 
Joseph  Smith ;  our  boys  have  nimierous  nlc-nax 
captured  from  the  Yankees ;  rumored  there  are 
four  corps  after  us ;  if  so,  we  are  in  a  tight  place. 

July  22 — Clear ;  daylight  start ;  took  position 
on  hill  at  Strasburg ;  lay  in  line  all  day,  await- 
ing an  attack;  evening,  drew  o£f  to  woods; 
McRea  rejoined  us ;  no  rations. 

July  2i—C\esx ;  half  rations ;  out  on  picket ; 
euchre ;  H.  Roddy  rejoined  us. 


,  July  24 — Clear ;  army  in  motion ;  no  move 
toward  Winchester ;  all  sorts  of  grape-vines  in 
circulation ;  one  day's  rations,  very  short,  issued ; 
came  up  on  enemy  near  Newtown ;  we  are  in 
centre  of  front  line,  skirmishing,  heavy  shells 
and  bullets  coming  thick  among  us;  McRea 
wounded  in  knee.  2  p.  m. — Moved  to  and  by 
the  right  flank  and  ordered  to  charge ;  did  bo, 
and  drove  the  Yanks,  under  a  hot  &re,  several 
miles  through  Winchester  and  encamped  about 
three  miles;  our  boys  behaved  gallantly;  ve 
gained  a  yictory,  but  don't  know  anything  of 
Sie  advantages,  beyon'^  removing  a  formidable 
enemy  from  our  front ;  they  gave  way  too  soon 
for  us ;  had  they  fought  us  half  an  hour  longer, 
we  should,  in  ail  probability,  have  made  a  bril- 
liant day  of  it  Part  of  our  infantry  was  aim- 
ing to  get  at  their  rear,  but  the  precipitation 
with  which  they  broke,  if  it  did  not  redound  to 
their  honor,  saved  their  carcasses.  I  got  a  can- 
teen, knapsack,  haversack,  crackers,  a  sponge 
and  a  saddle,  which  I  gave  the  Colonel,  bat  had 
to  leave  my  sword — so  much  in  my  way,  hav- 
ing no  belt,  and  using  my  repeater. 

July  25— Rain ;  aU  wet  through  and  cold ; 
nothing  to  eat  but  a  little  coffee  we  picked  op. 
"  We  marched  and  fought  yesterday  about  25 
miles ;"  to  town  with  Colonel  McRanny ;  turned 
back  by  the  guard,  having  no  pass';  hungry. 
5  p.  iL,  took  the  road,  and  encamped  near  Darks- 
ville  about  10  p.  m.  ;  one  day's  rations  issued 
and  cooked  for  to-morrow,  cheating  us  out  of 
to-day's.  We  have  eaten  just  half  what  we 
drew  this  evening,  so  that  to-morrow  we  suffer 
again.  Not  right,  but  we  can't  help  ourselves. 
Kelly  and  Roddy  to  hospital  at  Winchester; 
Yanks  said  to  be  just  ah^  of  us ;  look  sharp 
for  to-morrow. 

July  26— aear.  Started  at  6  through  Mar- 
tinsburg  on  to  Baltimore  and  Ohio  £dlroad; 
encamped  to  cook  two  miles  east  of  town ;  are 
now  playing  smash  with  the  railroad.  Oar 
cavah:^  have  hard  and  continuous  fighting,  but 
are  driving  the  enemy  all  the  time. 

July  28— Clear.    Resting. 

July  30— Wet 

July  31 — Clear.  Daylight  start ;  inarched  to 
Darksville.  Roberts,  Smith,  and  Wear  to  hos- 
pital ;  about  the  hottest  day  I  ever  experienced ; 
in  charge  of  picket  of  twenty  men  at  White 
Sulphur  Springs.    All  quiet 

August  1— Clear.  Got  a  good  breakfast; 
bought  Starr's  repeating  pistol  from  Stewart  on 
General  Gordons  staff;  price — ,  No.  9,010; 
pleasant  and  shady  out  here ;  would  like  tt>  Bi&y 
on  duty.  Buttermilk  and  pork  for  dinner. 
5  p.  M.,  relieved  by  Clark's  battery  men ;  sUght 
rain  this  evening. 

August  2 — Dull.  Slight  rain ;  how  I  do  wish 
it  would  come  down  tor  a  twenty-four  hours 
stretoh.  Yanks  said  to  be  cautiously  advano 
ing ;  all  of  them  across  the  Potomac. 

August  3 — Clear.  General  inspection ;  preach 
ing  yesterday;  slight  shower;  orders  to  coob 
two  day's  rations  and  move  daylight  in  morning 
Colonel  McRanny  to  hospital  yesterday ;  Mam 
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in  from  horoital;  lieTitenant  Yoan^  and  Jno. 
Long  sick ;  Captain  in  command  of  battalion ; 
Klf  in  charge  of  company;  it  numbers  but 
eleTen  men  rank  and  file. 

August  4 — Clear.  Moved  out  toward  Staun- 
too ;  about  one  mile  out,  struck  across  country 
wd  on  to  Newtown,  when  we  filed  left  and 
encamped  near  Shep^rdstown.    Slight  rain. 

Aoeust  5— dear;  moved  out  at  6  a.  m., 
leaded  Potomac  and  are  now  lying  at  Sharps- 
burg  ;  our  company  all  on  duty,  and  sick,  but 
one  Corpora],  Second  Lieutenant^  and  Captain ; 
ihaipehooters  are  engaged  about  one  mile  to 
oisr  front ;  the  line  moving  up ;  will  be  our  turn 
in  a  few  minutes ;  had  to  try  my  skill  as  cook, 
■atftly  oat  of  practice  I  find. 

August  6. — Early  daylight,  start  tiirough 
Shirpaburg;  filed  left  tbro\igh  Logtown  and 
WOliamsport  across  Potomac  ;  heavy  rain,  all 
vet  through ;  encamped  one  mile  from  river ; 
agaia  we  have  to  get  from  the  Yankees ;  I  wish 
this  raid  was  through  wiUi. 

August  7. — ^Dayl^ht ;  shoes  drawn ;  5  a.  m., 
aarcfaed  in  rear ;  awful  hot ;  through  Martins- 
Imig  to  Darksville ;  encamped ;  much  tired ; 
fiinell  sick ;  bought  tobacco ;  rations  too  scanty 
fx  the  severe  duty  we  are  doing. 

August  8. — Clear ;  Tennessee  officers  drew  a 
pair  of  pants  apiece ;  Colonel  McRanny  back 
from  hospital ;  received  a  letter  from  N.  A.  W., 
kighty  pleased,  it  being  the  first  received  from 
b^ ;  she  has  not  forgotten  her  rebel  friend ; 
Kort  take  an  early  opportunity  of  replying  to 

Ai^ust  9. — (3ear;  took  Russell  to  hospital 
jeaterday ;  9  a.  x.,  marched  about  five  miles  on 
Wmchester  Road ;  very  hot ;  stewed  apples  for 
iopper ;  encroached  on  to-morrow's  rations ;  I 
act  as  water-bearer  for  Mess.  No.  Nasty,  and 
iod  it  a  hard  piU ;  officers  drawing  their  pay ; 
wo^  much  rather  draw  a  clean  smrt  and  slip. 

Aogust  10. — Clear ;  start  daylight ;  now  rest- 
B^  five  miles  from  Winchester ;  filed  left,  pass- 
a^  Jordan's  White  Sulphur  Springs;  here 
Yankee  cavalry  made  a  oash  on  our  wagons ; 
rniked  tiiem  easilv ;  encamped  six  miles  west 
of Berrysville ;  had  just  commenced  cooking; 
feing  commenced ;  ordered  into  Hue  ;  proved  to 
be  cavalry  harassing  us ;  formed  into  a  hollow 
sqoare,  and  witnessed  the  execution  of  a  deser- 
ts, private,  22d  Vu^inia  Regiment,  marched  in 
oolomii  of  review  past  him,  and  saw  the  work 
had  been  surely  done ;  I  counted  ^ve  bullet-holes 
m  his  breast  I  could  have  covered  with  my  hand. 
Alt^ward  put  in  position  behind  a  battery, 
wkee  we  now  are.  It's  awfal  hot,  and  yet  our 
Generals  have  all  the  wells  guarded,  compelling 
mto  drink  creek-water.  YouH  think  of  ^is, 
ioidiers,  ••  when  this  cruel  war  is  over ;"  it  is  not 
ftc  first  time  it  has  been  done.  Martinsburg — 
tvo«gfat  fiour  from  brick  mill  at  night  back  to 
OBpand  cooked« 

Aognst  11. — OsUed  at  3  a.  k.  Marched  to  near 
Wiodbeeter  and  placed  in  line  of  battle.  Mus- 
btty  and  cannonading  to  our  right ;  we  shall 

kfa  another  fight  of  it.    Counter-marched  and 


moved  on  right  bank  past  Winchester  to  Mill 
Town.  Lay  in  line  here  for  two  hours ;  shelling 
us ;  some  fell  about  one  hundred  yards  from  us. 
Siiarpshooters  engaged  in  our  immediate  front 
A  few  prisoners  brought  in,  who  report  Bum- 
side  in  command  of  four  corps.  They  keep 
striving  to  turn  our  right  or  get  in  our  rear. 
Moved  again  and  lay  in  line  at  New  Town. 
Brisk  cavalry  fighting.  12  p.  m.,  moved  to  right 
about  one  nule  and  lay  until  daylight  of  tiie  12th. 

August  12.  Took  the  road,  reaching  Strasburg 
about  10,  and  immediately  formed  into  line- 
still  fighting — the  enemy  appear  to  provoke  a 
battle.  They  can  now  get  one,  but  it  is  awful 
hot  for  such  work.  Privates  Roddy  and  Kelley 
in  from  hospital  Just  had  fixed  to  cook. 
Ordered  into  line  again.  No  |)iade.  J.  W. 
McCullough  gave  me  pistol  scabbard— drew  to- 
bacco— (lark.  Moved  to  Fisher's  Hill.  1  p.  m.. 
Legion  put  on  picket.  Battab'on  as  vedettes. 
A  raid  on  roasting  ears. 

AugUBt  13. — Awful  hot  Made  a  glorious 
breakfast  of  corn.  Moved  to  extreme  right  in 
woods  as  pickets — country  rough  and  mountain- 
ous— ^like  our  position.  Fighting  going  on 
around ;  as  yet,  we  are  not  in.  Think  the  Yanks 
gettbig  around  us,  up  the  other  valley.  2  p.  m 
— ^The  enemy  appear  in  beautiful  order  on  bights 
near  Strasburg,  evidently  to  turn  our  left  If 
they  keep  on,  in  a  few  minutes  we  shall  join  issue. 
Their  numbers,  order,  and  deliberation  look 
enough  to  scare  Confeds,  but "  nil  desperandum" 
our  motto.  We  are  in  say  one  half  mile  of  each 
other,  where  they  fall  back,  in  a  hurry  too.  We 
watch  them  as  they  rapidly  disappear  toward 
Washington— «t  a  loss  to  know  what  it  means — 
the  general  supposition  is  that  Longstreet  has 
come  to  our  relief  via  Front  Royal  Rain.  We 
have  put  up  a  shanty. 

August  14. — Sunday,  clear,  hot ;  7  a.  m.,  ordered 
out  to  make  a  reconnoissance.  Our  brigade 
(Smith's)  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  marched 
through  Strasburg  on  to  the  bights,  when  sharp- 
shooters were  immediately  engaged;  lay  the 
whole  day  behind  the  artillery,  in  Hne,  and  about 
sundown  returned  and  took  up  our  old  position 
on  the  ridge  near  the  Shenandoah  River.  The 
enemy  are  in  strong  force,  and  fortifying  on 
Cedar  Creek,  about  three  mUes  from  us.  We 
also  are  some  on  fortifications,  I  see,  and  Early 
will  not  attack,  but  await  one  if  they  want  to 
pitch  in.  George  Ross,  is  slightly  wounded  in 
the  arm. 

August  15. — dear.  Musketry  on  and  off  all 
day.    Euchre  ;  rain  at  night 

August  16.— Slight  rain;  very  warm.  Pine 
mess  of  roasting  ears;  went  to  the  river  to 
bathe ;  all  unusually  quiet  Had  time  to-day  to 
think  of  absent  friends,  and  wonder  when,  if 
ever,  I  may  enjoy  their  dear  society  again.  The 
next  highest  gratification  is  in  studying  when 
the  next  clean  linen  will  adorn  our  persons. 
Most  of  us  have  had  but  one  shirt  on  during  this 
campaign,  and  not  a  particle  of  soap.  Think  of 
this,  oh  ye  who  are  blessed  with  a  change,  and 
to  whom  wood-ashes  and  grease  are  no  strangers. 
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It  makes  me  mad,  miserable  and  melancholy  to 
ponder  on  this  subject,  for  I  think  JeC  might 
make  a  great  sanitary  improvement  by  a  little 
attention  to  this  simple,  but  most  important,  to 
the  hnman  economy,  subject 

August  17. — Clear.  At  daylight  ordered  into 
front  At  8  o'clock  took  the  road,  in  charge  of 
road-guard.  Marched  to  near  Kemstown  and 
rested  about  an  hour ;  unusually  hot  Filed  left, 
put  into  position,  and  ordered  to  charge  the 
enemy ;  did  so  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
small  arms.  We  drove  them  from  hiU  to  hill, 
over  their  breastworks,  through  Milltown  to 
Winchester;  the  fight  was  continued  until  11 
p.  M.  J.  Kelley  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell, 
sUght  contusion.  I  was  hit  on  the  left  knee  by  a 
spent  ball,  but^d  not  find  it  out  until  next  day. 
I  stript  to  louse  a  little  and  found  the  contusion. 
We  suffered  for  water.  T.  Stuart  had  been  sent 
for  water  just  as  we  went  in,  and  got  to  us  at  the 
wind  up;  never  was  so  pleased  to  see  anv 
one.  I  got  a  Bumaide-belt,  spur,  and  pistol- 
scabbard. 

August  22. — ^Heavy  firing ;  we  move  up  and 
find  the  Yanks  have  retreated;  we  follow  to 
Charleston,  where  we  take  Up  in  woods;  put 
up  shanty;  heavy  rain;  roasting-ears  and  ap- 
ples. 

August  23. — Clear ;  cleaning  up  arms.  12  m. — 
Ordered  out,  and  marched  to  our  old  position, 
four  miles  west  of  Charleston. 

August  24. — Clear ;  ordered  out  swamp ;  put 
into  line,  and  awaited  all  day ;  at  night,  back  to 
camp. 

August  25.---€lear ;  daylight  start  to  Leetown ; 
about  one  mile  from  there  came  on  enemy  in 
ambush.  They  opened  on  us  i^nexpectedly,  with 
artiUery,  causing  temporary  confusion.  Whar- 
ton's brigade  being  in  the  advance,  were  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers ;  our  brigade  was  next  in 
line ;  had  a  short  but  severe  time  of  it,  but  drove 
them  on  to  the  right  of  Sheppardstown,  where 
they  came  across  Gordon,  who  took  them  in 
hand,  and  put  them  across  the  river ;  we  here 
re-formed  and  tried  to  intercept,  but  failed; 
dark,  we  marched  back  through  Sheppards- 
town, and  encamped  in  meadow ;  much  tired ; 
got  a  Sharp's  ride ;  gave  it  to  Lieutenant  Mo- 
Lamy. 

August  18.— Rain.  To  hospital  to  see  McRea ; 
doing  tolerable  only ;  his  woimd  is  a  very  pain- 
ful one,  i^d  he  is  much  out  of  heart ;  lying  here 
to-day;  Longstreet's  corps  going  through  to- 
morrow ;  bought  cabbage,  tomatoes,  and  cucum- 
bers ;  Colonel  found  about  a  half  puund  bacon, 
and  we  had  a  fine  dinner. 

August  19. — ^Hazy;  Daylight  start ;  skirmish- 
ing near  Berryville ;  we  keep  to  the  left,  and  en- 
camp near  Bunker  Hill 

August  20. — Rain.  Apples  and  com ;  1  drew 
eight  months'  pay  to  31st  July,  1864 ;  cleaned 
my  pistols;  skirmishing  in  front;  drew  and 
cooked  two  days'  rations ;  Government  charging 
officers  twenty-five  cents  each  tor  pistol-car- 
tridge; at  those  prices  I  can't  afford  to  kill 
Yanks  for  Jefi^  unless  he  gives  scalp  money. 


Aug^t  21. — ^Daylight  start ;  filed  right  at 
Bunker  Hill;  struck  across  country  t&ough 
Bmithland  to  near  Charleston ;  came  upon  Tao- 
kees  intrenched ;  put  in  line ;  heavy  skumishii^ 
just  in  our  front ;  our  men  are  much  expogecL 
judging  from  the  wounded  brought  out  past  ns; 
we  drive  them  from  their  first  line;  fighting 
continued  until  away  in  night;  on  our  right 
heavy  cannonading  all  day ;  suppose  it  is  Long- 
street  at  Snicker's  Gap. 

August  26. — Clear ;  Captain  bought  a  Spencer 
rifle  for  $26 ;  leani  the  force  we  were  opposed 
to  yesterday  was  10,000  cavalry ;  cannonadinc 
toward  evening,  about  Bolivar  Hights ;  buried 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Wolfe  with  military  honora ; 
4  p.  M.  marched  back  to  Leetown ;  encamped  at 
da^k ;  Captain  bought  a  Colt's  navy  pistol  for 
$150. 

August  27.-'€lear ;  took  road  and  airiyed  at 
Bunker  HilL 

August  28^— Clear ;  Sunday,  rest,  preadiipg; 
T.  Stuart  brought  in  a  lot  of  pineapples;  enjoy- 
ing them,  when  ^  fall  in  "  admonished  us  there 
was  no  rest  for  the  wicked ;  all  is  now  bustle ; 
as  yet  we  do  not  know  whether  it's  a  fall  back 
or  forward;  remain  under  arms  till  night;  get 
ye  cook-vessel ;  a  charge  is  made ;  some  get, 
some  don't  The  alarm  was  caused  bv  the 
enemy  running  our  cavalry  into  Smithfield ;  the 
infantry  soon  put  them  back. 

August  29. — Night  very  cold,  clear ;  inspec- 
tion; to-day  is  supposed  to  be  fraught  mik 
weal  or  woe  to  the  Confederacy;  the  Chicago 
Convention  meets ;  10  a.  m.  into  line  and  moved 
toward  Smithfield ;  heavy  cannonading ;  lay  in 
line  all  day  in  reserve;  Greneral  Early  sent  us 
word  he  had  men  enough ;  so  back  to  camp ; 
toward  evening  drew  half  ration  of  mutton ;  ap- 
pointed with  Captain  and  Lieutenant  McCollister 
on  ordnance  board ;  acted ;  euchre. 

August  30. — Clear ;  inspection ;  on  0.  B. ;  on 
picket  in  evening ;  got  a  letter  from  my  sister, 
greatest  treat  I  luive  had  for  months ;  tiiey  are 
foring  better  in  Yankee  hands  than  I  expected ; 
how  I  do  wish  we  could  effect  an  honorable 
peace,  and  all  that  are  spared  return  to  their 
several  avocations ;  had  1  my  own  way  it  would 
take  but  litUe  welding  to  convert  my  sword  into 
a  reaping-hook. 

August  31. — Clear.  Skirmishing  on  our  left; 
roasting-ears  ad  libitum;  relieved  about  sun- 
down ;  back  and  formed  new  camps. 

September  1.— Clear.  Chicken  for  breakfast; 
another  picket  sign ;  orders  to  leave  in  one  hour ; 
countermanded. 

September  2. — Clear.  Nights  very  cold ;  10 
A.  M.  marched  to  road ;  general  fall  back.  We 
take  a  roundabout,  a  zig-zag,  an  about-fece,  and 
near  4  p.  m.  find  ourselves  at  Bruce-Town  and 
still  going,  all  utterly  bewildered.  I  will  except 
"  Jubal,"  perhaps  he  knows.  At  dark  take  up— 
or  rather  at  11  p.  m.,  before  things  are  ship 
shape.  We  are  now  about  six  miles  from  VViu 
Chester,  hid. 

September  3. — Cloudy.  March  across  country 
to  turnpikCi^  10  a.  m.,  and  lay  in  line  till  4  r.  m. 
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biek  to  Gamp ;  heavy  artilleiy  and  muaketiy  in 
direcdoDof  berryTille ;  rain ;  still  fighting  until 
&r  ftwij  into  the  ni^t  Learned  to^y  that  we 
ittd  started  yesterday  expecting  to  surprise  and 
fa^  1  br%ide  of  Yanks ;  that  they  had  driven 
our  cavaby  and  would  have  got  our  wagon 
truB  but  for  our  prompt  counter-movement.  So 
OTich  for  what  was  Greek  to  us  yesterday. 

Septemb^  4 — Cloudy;  started  to  scene  of 
last  night's  action,  by  Jordan's  Spring,  where 
the  sign  gets  strong,  dead  horses,  scattered 
nev^npere,  letters,  graves,  &c.;  Immediately 
pat  in  position  in  center,  sharpshooters  ahread^ 
Mgaged ;  3  p.  M.  flanked  to  left  and  lay  until 
Q^bt,  endeavoring  to  draw  them  out  to  fifi:ht ; 
tbej  wcmt  leave  their  intrenchments ;  biulets 
are  whiBflii^  around  us  close ;  Brooks  wounded ; 
\ps^  inactive  under  fire  I  have  always  found 
Teiy  tryrne  on  a  man's  nerves ;  back  to  center, 
vboe  we  lay  under  arms  all  nieht ;  the  enemy 
are  in  force,  strongly  intrenched  around  Berry- 
Tme,  and  not  more  than  one-fourth  to  one-half 
mle  from  our  line ;  the  woods  and  ground,  how- 
ever, hide  us,  which  I  suppose  is  the  reason 
tbej  don't  use  artillery,  and  we  have  no  position 
for  it;  lain,  cold  and  disagreeable. 

September  5— Rain.  Skirmishing  heavy. 
8eiit  out  reinforcements  to  sharpshooters'  line 
T-the  35th  and  60th  Ynginia  raiments.  Find- 
ing they  won't  come  out,  we  fall  back  leisurely. 
Gonna  jQBt  brought  in  killed  (McOonners  Co. 
Q;  be  had  left  his  company  to  try  his  Spencer 
ale,  and  got  with  the  uiarpshooters ;  had  pro- 
ceeded some  three  miles  when  we  heard  firine 
IB  oor  front ;  looked  squaUy.  The  Yankees  had 
eridentiy  got  around  us ;  double-quick  was  the 
word ;  rain  falling  heavy ;  we  put  over  about 
fiffee  miles,  aqd  found  they  were  being  driven 
witboQt  our  jbsistance ;  so  took  up  at  our  old 
«anp  near  Bruce  Town,  thoroughly  wet  through; 
<1»"1^  and  miserable. 

September  6— Bain  aU  day. 

September  7— Clear;  fighting  on  creek;  3 
'.  1.,  ordered  out,  and  remam  in  Une  until  night ; 
fcsck  to  camp ;  shoes  repaired ;  company  went 
o«  to^iay  without  an  officer ;  Captain  Young 
bad  gone  to  Yaughn's ;  I  was  absent,  and  John 
Mclaaey  sick ;  we  got  with  them  by  the  time 
tbej  were  well  in  position. 

Septembw  8— Clear ;  news  in  of  fall  of  Air 
■Bta;  I  look  imon  it  as  bad  news ;  signs  from 
hte  papers  look  ominous ;  we  here,  though,  are 
^^^  H  all  o  ir  own  way ;  we  whip  the  enemy 
coy  time  we  fight. 

8^>tember  9-^eai,  cold  night  j[>rdered  out 
to  fiboe  Town ;  remained  in  line  most  of  the 
^'  h  coming  back  to  camp  the  enemy  came 
^  ^  creek,  vid  kept  up  smart  skirmishing, 
^9iied  two  mills  and  fell  back.  We  get  papers 
D(^  pretty  regular.  General  John  W.  Morgan 
kSw  near  Greenville,  Tennessee. 

September  10— Bain.  Up  at  3  a.  k.  to  go  on 
picbt  So  intensely  dark,  could  not  go.  Wet 
^^foagh.  3  F.  iL,  moved  out  on  picket  on  an 
>A««Bcedpost    An  quiet 

%lember  11 — Believed  and  back  to  camp ; 


10  A.  K.,  moved  to  new  camp  on  our  right, 
about  one  mile.    Bain. 

September  12 — ^Baim  •Gamp  guard  estab- 
lished; orders  strict  Apples  and  com  de- 
clared contraband. 

September  13— Clear;  fighting  on  our  left. 

11  A.  M. — ^Put  in  line ;  fighting  is  winding  to  our 
right ;  it  is  very  heavy.  2  p.  m. — Ordered  to 
cook  two  day's '  rations ;  half  an  hour  after, 
"  fall  in"  again ;  cannonading  heavy  on  our 
right;  hope  we  are  going  back;  indications 
point  that  way;  we  nave  had  a  severe  cam- 
paign, and  are  now  pretty  much  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  lice,  dirt,  and  rags ;  we  are  also  hun- 
gry, dont  get  enough  sleep ;  having  an  averaze 
of  two  blankets  to  three  men,  we  have  to  take 
reliefs  at  the  fire  to  keep  from  freezing ;  Colonel 
Love  and  Major  Strinefield  sick,  leaving  Colonel 
McLamy  in  commann  of  Legion,  Singleton  of 
battalion,  self  of  company,  which  now  rarely 
averages^  ten  men  under  arms,  an  effective 
total  of  eighteen ;  we  move  toward  Winchester 
and  are  hoping  this  vallev  trip  is  near  ended, 
when  we  are  counter-marched  back  to  camp. 

September  14— Bain.  No  papers ;  bad  sign. 
I  hear  Petersburg  has  gone  up ;  if  it  has  for  the 
lack  of  men,  what  the  duce  are  they  keeping  us 
here  for.  The  Yanks  are  just  playing  with  us ; 
they  can  harass  and  run  us  to  death,  and  get 
back  to  shelter  of  their  fortifications  immedi- 
ately. I  want  out  of  here.  Our  rations  are 
scanty ;  I  can  eat  what  I  draw  at  two  meals  and 
then  not  have  enough.  How  long  are  men 
going  to  submit  to  this  state  of  things  ?  time  I 
suppose  will  show. 

September  15— <3oudy.  Slrirmish  drill.  R. 
meajis  to  guard  milL  Bamseur's  and  Gordon's 
divisions  left  for  parts  unknown ;  rumored  that 
we  (Breck's)  go  to  Dublin  in  a  day  or  two ;  any 
change  will  be  welcome. 

September  16 — ^Rain;  6  a.  m.,  brigade  on 
picket ;  Legion  in  advance  post  on  Charlestown 
Road. 

September  17— Clear ;  relieved  about  7  a.  m.  ; 
skirmishing  close  on  our  right ;  I  had  gone  out 
to  the  lines  and  left  behind,  but  found  the  com- 
pany, soon  after,  in  camp ;  clothing  drawn,  not 
enough  tliough;  I  bought  a  clean  shirt  from 
D.  Wear;  mended  my  things,  took  a  dip  in 
creek,  and  put  on  clean  clothes ;  fed  like  a  new 
man ;  the  author  of  the  quotation,  ^  cleanliness 
next  to  Grodliness."  was  sound  on  the  goose. 

September  18— Clear;  drill;  ordered  men 
out ;  countermanded,  ColoneLSmith  having  for- 
got the  day;  went  to  preaching;  heard  an 
excellent  sermon  on  faith  (about  the  woman 
being  made  whole);  heavy  skirmishing  on 
picket  line ;  all  troops  out  but  our  brigade ;  we 
are  wagon  guard  to-day.* 


•  This  DUury  was  ftond  on  tfie  parson  of  Ueateuant  W. 
Asbler,  of  Vaughn's  Brigade,  Company  C,  Bittolion  Thomas' 
Legion,  Wharton's  Division,  Bredcinrldge's  Oorps,  General 
fiu-ly's  Army,  Seplember  19, 1804,  on  (he  baUIe-fleld,  near 
Wioohester,  va,  ^  .  . 

The  memorandnm-bodk  to  which  the  diary  was  kept  bad 
been  captured  fh>m  a  Unioii  soldier  of  a  Manrland  regtmeot, 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  at  Sakskmr's  Gap. 
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BEBELLION    BECORD,    1862-65. 


Doc.  29. 
THE  EXCHAl^E  OF  PBISONEBa 

OOMmSSlONER  OniJ)*S  STATEMENT. 

lb  the  Relatives  and  Friends  of  Confederate  Sol- 
diers Confined  in  Northern  Prisons : 
On  ttie  twenty-second  of  July,  1863,  the  CJartel 
of  Exchange  was  agreed  upon.  The  chief,  if 
not  the  only  parpose  of  that  instrument  was  to 
secure  the  release  of  all  prisoners  of  war.  To 
that  end  the  fourth  article  provides  that  all 
prisoners  of  war  should  he  discharged  on  parole 
in  ten  days  after  their  capture,  and  that  the 
prisoners  then  held,  and  those  thereafter  taken, 
should  be  transported  to  the  points  mutually 
agreed  upon  at  the  expense  of  the  capturing 
party.  The  sixth  article  also  stipulates  that "  sdi 
prisoners,  of  whatever  arm  of  service,  are  to  be 
exchanged  or  paroled  within  ten  days  from  the 
time  of  their  capture,  if  it  be  practicable  to 
transfer  them  to  meir  own  lines  in  that  time ;  if 
not,  as  soon  thereafl:er  as  practicable." 

From  the  date  of  the  cartel  until  July,  1863, 
the  Confederate  autftiorities  held  the  excess  of 
prisoners.  During  the  interval  deliveries  were 
made  as  fast  as  the  Federal  Government  fur- 
nished transportation.  Indeed,  upon  more  than 
one  occasion,  I  urged  the  Federal  authorities  to 
send  increased  means  of  transportation.  As 
ready  as  the  enemy  always  has  been  to  bring 
false  accusations  against  us,  it  has  never  been 
alleged  that  we  failed  or  neglected  to  make 
prompt  deliveries  of  prisoners  who  were  not 
under  charges,  when  we  held  the  excess.  On 
the  other  hand,  during  the  same  time,  the  cartel 
was  openly  and  notoriously  violated  by  the  Fed- 
eral authorities.  Officers  and  men  were  kept  in 
cruel  confinement,  sometimes  in  irons  or  doomed 
cells,  without  charges  or  trial. 

In  July,  1863,  the  enemy,  for  the  first  time 
since  the  adoption  of  the  cartel,  held  the  excess 
of  prisoners.  As  soon  as  the  fact  was  ascer- 
tained, whenever  a  delivery  was  made  by  the 
Federal  authorities,  they  demanded  an  equal 
number  in  return.  I  endeavored  frequently  to 
obtain  from  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  a 
distinct  avowal  of  the  intentions  of  his  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  delivery  of  prisoners,  but  in  vain. 
At  length,  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  1863, 1 
addressed  to  Brigadier-General  Meredith  the 
following  letter,  to  wit : 

"  BiGBMOND,  Va.,  October  20, 1868. 

^  Brigadier-Gfeneral  S.  A.  MerediOi,  Agent  of 

EoKihange: 

"  Sib  :  More  than  a  month  ago  I  asked  your 
acquiescence  in  a  proposition  that  all  officers 
and  soldiers  on  both  siaes  should  be  released  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel 
In  order  to  obviate  the  difflfftilties  between  us, 
I  suggested  that  all  officers  and  men  on  both 
sides  should  be  released  unless  they  were  sub- 
ject to  charges;  in  which  event  the  opposite 
Government  should  have  the  right  of  holding 
one  or  more  hostages,  if  the  retention  was  not 


justified.  You  stated  to  me.  in  conversatioo  that 
this  proposition  was  very  fair,  and  that  you 
would  ask  the  consent  of  your  (Jovemment  to  it 

**  As  usual,  you  have  as  yet  made  no  response. 
I  tell  you  fraiily  I  do  not  expect  any.  Perhaiw 
you  may  disappoint  me,  and  tell  me  that  you  re- 
ject or  accept  the  proposition.  I  write  to 
letter  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  your  recol- 
lection my  proposition,  and  of  dissipatii^  the 
idea  that  seems  to  have  been  purposely  encour- 
aged by  your  public  papers,  that  the  Confederate 
iS)vemment  has  refiiBed  or  objected  to  a  system 
of  exchange. 

"  In  order  to  avoid  any  mistake  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  now  propose  that  all  officers  and  men  on 
botii  sides  be  released  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  cartel,  the  excess  on  one  side 
or  the  other  to  be  on  parole.  Will  you  accept 
this?  I  have  no  expectation  of  an  answer;  bat 
perhaps  you  may  give  me  one.  If  it  does 
come,  I  hope  it  will  soon. 

"  RespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

"RoOOLD, 
«  Agent  of  £xchug«." 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  1863, 1  received 
from  General  Meredith  a  communication  inform- 
ing me  that  my  proposal  of  the  twentieth  was 
"  not  accepted."  I  was  insultingly  told  that  if 
the  excess  of  prisoners  was  delivered  they  would 
be  wrongfully  declared  exchanged  by  me  acd 
put  in  the  field.  To  show  how  groundless  thii 
imputation  was,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to 
state  that  since  then  I  have  repeatedly  offered 
to  give  ten  Federal  captives  for  every  Confeder- 
ate soldier  whom  the  enemy  wiU  show  to  have 
been  wrongfully  declared  exchanged. 

From  QiQ  last-named  date  until  the  present 
time  there  have  been  but  few  (ftliveries  of  pris- 
oners, the  enemy  in  each  case  aemanding  a  like 
number  in  return.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
Confederate  authorities  only  claimed  that  the 
provisions  of  the  cartel  should  be  fulfilled. 
They  only  asked  the  enemy  to  do  what,  without 
any  hesitation,  they  had  done  during  the  first 
year  of  the  operation  of  the  cartel 

PRESENT  POSmON  OF  THE  QUESTION. 

Seeing  a  persistent  purpose  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Grovemment  to  violate  its  own 
agreement,  tlje  Confederate  authorities,  moved 
by  the  sufferings  of  the  brave  men  who  aw  so 
unjustly  held  m  Northern  prisons,  determined 
to  abate  their  foir  demands,  and  accordingly,  cm 
the  tenth  of  August,  1864, 1  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  Major  John  R  Mutford, 
Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange,  in  chaise  of  the 
flag-of-truce  boat,  which  on  the  same  day  I 
delivered  to  him  at  Varina,  on  James  River : 

"  War  DvABTKEnr,  RicBWurD,  Va-  ,\ 
Aagust  10, 1864.    / 

"  Major  John  E.  Midford^  Assistant  Agent  ^ 


Sir  :  You  have  several  times  proposed  to  me 
to  exchange  the  prisoners  respectively  held  by 
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file  two  belligerentB,  officer  for  officer,  and  man 
for  muL  The  same  offer  has  also  been  made  by 
'  file  o&er  officials  having  chai]?e  of  matters  con- 
:Bected  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  This 
'proposal  has  heretofore  been  declined  by  the 
j  Confederate  authorities,  they  insisting  upon  the 
i  terms  of  the  cartel,  which  required  the  deliyery 
,of  the  excess  of  either  side  npon  parole.  In 
!Tiew,  however,  of  the  very  large  nmnber  of 
^priaooers  now  held  by  each  party,  and  the  snf- 
lleriDg  consequent  upon  their  continued  confine- 
ment, I  now  consent  to  the  above  proposal,  and 
agree  to  deliver  to  you  the  prisoners  held  in 
jCKptiTity  by  the  Confederate  anthoritieft,  pro- 
jtided  Toa  agree  to  deliver  an  equal  number  of 
Tonfederate  officers  and  men.  As  equal  num- 
jbers  ire  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  they  will 
be  dedared  exchanged.  This  propo»d  is  made 
jTitfa  &e  understanmng  that  the  officers  and  men 
▼ho  have  been  longest  in  captivity  will  be  first 
defirer^i,  where  it  is  practicable.  I  shall  be 
hffY  to  hear  from  you,  as  speedy  as  possible, 
vheimer  this  arrangement  can  be  carried  out 
"  Respectfully,  your  ol^dient  servant, 
-RoOuLD, 

I  accooipamed  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  with 
i  statement  of  the  mortality  which  was  hurry- 
j  BO  many  Federal  prisoners  at  AndersonvilJe 
» the  grave. 

On  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month  Major 

futford  returned  with  the  flag-of-truce  steamer, 

n  brought  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  tenth 

iurust    In  coversation  with  him  I  asked 

i  if  he  had  any  reply  to  make  to  my  commu- 

tion,  and  his  answer  was,  that  he  was  not 

1  to  make  any.    So  deep  was  the  so- 

I  which  I  felt  for  the  fate  of  the  captives 

I  Kortihem  prisons,  that  I  determined  to  make 

fther  effort    In  order  to  obviate  any  objec- 

I  whidi  technically  might  rise  as  to  the  person 

whom  my  communication  was  addressed,  I 

rote  to  )^ior-General  R  A.  Hitchcock,  who 

ft  the  Federal  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  resid- 

in  Washington  city,  the  following  letter, 

I  delivered  the  same  to  Major  Mulford  on  the 

'  of  its  date.    Accompanymg  that  letter  was 

ft  copy  of  the  communication  which  I  had  ad- 

1  to  Major  Mulford  on  the  tenth  of  Au- 

"  RscmioarD,  Va.,  Angost  22, 1864. 

fM^or-Oeneral  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  UniUd  JSUxtes 
Oomtmisgioner  of  Exchange : 
'&e:  Ebdosed  is  copy  of  a  communication 
'  h,  CD  the  tenth  instant,  I  addressed  and  de- 
to  Major  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant 
Dt  of  Tkcminge.    Under  the  circxmistances 
the  case,  I  deem  it  proper  to  forward  this 
'  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  fully  under- 
tiie  position  which  is  taken  by  the  Con- 
ie  an&orities.    I   shaU  be  gkui  if  the 
ation  therein  made  is  accepted  by  your 
remment 
"  Be^ectlblly,  your  obedient  servant, 
"Ro.  OULD, 

toAffOQtorEKolMnie.'' 


On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth  August,  I 
was  notified  that  the  flag-of-truce  steamer  had 
again  appeared  at  Varina.  On  the  following 
day  I  sent  to  Major  Mulford  the  following  note, 
to  wit: 

*'  RxamoHD,  Va.,  August  81, 1861 

"  Major  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Agent  of 

Mcchange: 

**  Sir  :  On  the  ^nth  of  this  month  I  addressed 
you  a  communication,  to  which  I  have  received 
no  answer.  On  the  twenty-second  I  also  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  Major-Qeneral  E.  A. 
Hitchcock,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Ex- 
change, enclosing  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  tenth  instant  I  now  respectfuUy  ask  you 
to  state  in  writing  whether  you  have  any  reply 
to  either  of  said  communications ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  you  have  any  reason  to  give  why  no 
reply  has  been  made  ? 

"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"RoOuLD, 

**  Agent  of  Esohanga." 

In  a  short  time  I  received  the  following  re- 
sponse, to  wit : 

"  Fr.A£M)P-TRi70R  Sraxkb  Nkw  York,  \ 
«*ViaciA,VA.,Aagiwt81,1864.   f 

"  Honorable  R,  Otdd,  Agent  for  Exchange : 

"  Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  favor  of  to-day,  requesting  an- 
swer, &c.,  to  your  communication  of  the  tenth 
instant^  on  question  of  exchange  of  prisoners. 
To  which,  in  reply,  I  would  say  I  have  no  com- 
munication on  the  subject  from  our  authorities, 
nor  am  I  yet  authorized  to  make  answer. 
"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

**  Tour  obedient  servant, 

**  John  E.  Mulford, 
'*li\)or,  and  Afisistant  Agent  for  Ezclunge.'* 

I  have  thus  folly  set  before  you  the  action  of 
the  Confederate  authorities  in  relation  to  a  mat- 
ter which  lays  so  near  your  hearts,  and  how  it 
has  been  received  by  the  enemy.  The  fortunes 
of  your  fathers,  husbands,  sons,  brothers,  and 
friends  are  as  dear  to  those  authorities  as  their 
persons  are  precious  to  you,  and  I  have  made 
this  publication,  not  onlv  as  an  illustration  of 
Federal  bad  faith,  but  also  that  you  might  see 
that  your  Gk)vemment  has  spared  no  effort  to 
secure  the  release  of  the  gallant  men  who  have 
so  often  fronted  death  in  the  defence  of  our 
sacred  cause. 

RoOuLD, 

Agent  of  Esohanga. 

August  31, 1864. 

BEPLT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  BCTLER. 

Fvm  Aymnn  Hotkl,  Kkw  York,  ) 
MoiauT,  Sept.  6,  1864.     / 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  note  from  the 
Agent  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners  to  the  Confed- 
erate Commissioner,  Mr.  Ould,  in  reply  to  his 
offer  to  accept,  in  part,  a  proposition  made  by 
me  eight  months  since,  to  exchange  all  prisoners 
of  war  held  by  either  belligerent  party. 
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REBELUON    BBQORD,    186»-«ft. 


Without  awaiting  mj  reply,  Mr.  Quid  has 

Erinted  his  offer,  for  whloh  purpose  it  seems  to 
ave  been  made. 

I  am,  therefore,  driven  to  the  same  mode  of 
placing  my  justification  of  the  action  of  this 
Government  m  x>o6se6sion  of  the  public  before 
it  reaches  the  Confederate  Commissioner. 
Respectfully, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
ybiJiar-QmmnXf  and  Oommtetoner  of  Ezchmge. 

HMADQCTASiiBfl  DviSEKBn  OF  YimniaA  im      \ 

NOBDL  GABOLDIA,  Of  XBX  FtMU>j  AugOBt  — ,  1864. } 

Bon,  Robeft  Ovid,  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

8iB :  Yonr  note  to  Major  Mulford,  Asssistant 
Agent  of  Exchange,  under  date  of  tenth  of 
August,  has  been  referred  to  me. 

iQU  therein  state  that  Major  Mulford  has 
several  times  propsed  to  exchange  prisoners 
respectively  held  by  the  two  beligerents,  offi- 
cer for  officer  and  man  for  man,  and  that  '*  the 
offer  has  also  been  made  by  other  officials  hav- 
ing charge  of  matters  connected  with  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners ;"  and  that  *'  this  proposal 
has  been  heretofore  declined  by  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities."  That  you  now  consent  to  the 
above  proposition,  and  agree  to  deliver  to  you 

{Major  Mulford]  the  prisoners  held  in  captivity 
)j  the  Codfederate  authorities,  provided  you 
agree  to  deliver  an  equal  number  of  officers  and 
men.  As  equal  numbers  are  delivered  from 
time  to  time  they  will  be  declared  exchanged. 
This  nroposal  is  made  with  the  understanding 
that  tne  officers  and  men  on  both  sides  who 
have  been  longest  in  captivity  will  be  first 
delivered,  where  it  is  practicable. 

From  a  slight  ambiguity  in  your  phraseolo^, 
but  more,  perhaps,  from  the  antecedent  action 
of  your  autnorities,  and  because  of  your  accept- 
ance of  it,  I  am  in  doubt  whether  you  have 
stated  the  proposition  with  entire  accuracy. 

It  is  true,,  a  proposition  was  made  both  by 
Major  Mulford  and  myself,  as  Agent  of  Ex- 
change, to  exchange  all  prisoners  of  war  taken 
by  either  belligerent  party,  man  for  man,  officer 
for  officer,  of  equal  rank,  or  their  eauivalents. 
It  was  made  by  me  as  early  as  the  first  of  the 
Winter  of  1863-64,  and  has  not  been  accepted. 
In  May  last  I  forwarded  to  you  a  note,  desiring 
to  know  whether  the  Confederate  authorities 
intended  to  treat  colored  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  army  as  prisoners  of  war.  To  that 
inquiry  no  answer  has  yet  been  made.  To 
avoid  all  po^ible  misapprehension  or  mistake 
hereafter  as  to  your  offer  now,  will  yon  now  say 
whether  you  mean  by  ''prisoners held  in  cap- 
tivity," colored  men,  duly  enrolled  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who 
have  been  captured  by  the  Confederate  forces ; 
and  if  your  authorities  are  willing  to  exchange 
all  soldiers  so  mustered  into  the  United  States 
army,  whether  colored  or  otherwise,  and  tiie 
officers  commanding  them,  man  for  man,  officer 
for  officer? 

At  an  interview  which  w«8  held  between 
yourself  and  the  Agent  of  Exchange  on  the 


part  of  the  United  States,  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
m  March  last,  you  will  do  me  the  favor  b 
remember  the  pnucipal  discussion  turned  upoD 
this  very  point ;  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Confed- 
erate Grovernment.  ckumine  the  right  to  hdd  ail 
negroes,  who  had  hef  etoiore  been  slaves  and 
not  emancipated  by  their  masters,  enrolled  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stat^ 
when  captured  by  your  forces,  not  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  upon  capture  to  be  tumea  over  to 
their  supposed  masters  or  claimants,  whoever 
th^  might  be,  to  be  held  by  tliem  as  slaves. 

By  the  advertisements  in  your  newspapers, 
calling  upon  masters  to  come  forward  and  claim 
these  men  so  captured,  I  suppose  that  joar 
authorities  still  adhere  to  that  claim — diat  is  to 
say,  that  whenever  a  colored  soldier  of  the 
United  States  is  captured  by  you,  upon  whom 
any  claim  can  be  made  by  any  person  residing 
within  the  States  now  in  insurrection,  such  sol- 
dier is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  c^  war, 
but  is  to  be  turned  over  to  his  supposed  owner 
or  claimant,  and  put  at  such  £ibor  or  service  as 
that  owner  or  claimant  may  choose,  and  the 
officers  in  command  of  sudi  soldiers,  in  the 
language  of  a  supposed  act  of  the  Confederate 
States,  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Qovemors 
of  States,  upon  requisitious,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  punished  by  the  laws  of  such  States,  for 
acts  done  in  war  in  the  armies  of  tiie  United 
States. 

You  must  be  aware  that  there  is  still  a  pro- 
clamation by  Jefferson  Davis,  claiming  to  be 
Chief  Executive  of  the  Confederate  States, 
declaring  in  substance  that  all  officers  of 
colored  troops  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  were  not  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  were  to  be  turned  over 
for  punishment  to  the  Glovemors  of  Stat^. 

I  am  reciting  these  public  acts  from  memory, 
and  wiU  be  pardoned  for  not  eiving  the  exact 
words,  although  I  believe  I  do  not  vary  th^ 
substance  and  effect 

These  declarations  on  the  part  of  those  whom 
you  represent  yet  remain  unrepealed,  nnan- 
nulled,  unrevoked,  and  must  therefore  be  still 
supposed  to  be  authoritative.  Bv  your  accept- 
ance of  our  proposition,  is  tihe  (Government  of 
the  United  Slates  to  understand  that  these  sev- 
eral claims,  enactments,  and  proclaimed  declara- 
tions are  to  be  given  up,  set  aside,  revoked,  and 
held  for  naught  by  the  Confederate  authorities, 
and  that  you  are  ready  and  willine  to  exchange 
man  for  man  those  colored  soldiers  of  the 
United  States,  duly  mustered  and  enrolled  as 
such,  who  have  heretofore  been  claimed  as 
slaves  by  the  Confederate  States,  as  weD  as 
white  soldiers  ? 

If  this  be  so,  and  you  are  so  wiDing  to  exchao^ 
these  colored  men  daimed  as  slaves,  and  yon  will 
so  officially  inform  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  then,  as  I  am  instructed,  a  principal  diffi- 
culty in  effecting  exdianges  will  be  removed. 

As  I  informed  you  personally,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  consistent  neither  with  the  policy, 
dignity,  nor  honor  of  the  United  States,  upon 
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v^  cofttideratioD,  to  allow  those  who,  bj  our 
I1T8  solemnly  enacted,  are  made  soldiers  of  the 
Uduq,  aod  who  have  been  dalj  enlisted,  eu- 
toOed,  and  mnstdfed  as  snch  soldiers — who 
k^e  borne  arms  in  behalf  of  this  country,  and 
vbo  h&Te  been  captured  while  fighting  in  vin- 
dicstioa  of  the  rights  of  that  oountrj,  not  to  be 
fretted  is  prisoners  of  war,  and  remain  unez- 
daoged,  aod  in  the  service  of  those  who  claim 
than  18  masters ;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
GoTemment  of  the  United  States  will  ever  be 
imd  to  consent  to  so  gross  a  wrong. 

Ftfdon  me  if  I  misunderstood  you  in  suppos- 
ing that  jonr  acceptance  of  our  proposition 
doe<  not  in  good  £uth  mean  to  include  all  the 
soidieis  of  the  Union,  and  that  you  still  intend, 
if  TOUT  acceptance  is  agreed  to,  to  hold  the 
cok)red  loldiers  of  the  Union  unexchanged,  and 
ithbor  or  service,  because  I  am  informed  that 
Teryhtelj,  almost  contemporaneously  wi&  this 
cfer  on  your  part  to  exchange  prisoners,  and 
vUdi  Beans  to  include  all  prisoners  of  war, 
ibe  Cooiederate  authorities  have  made  a  dec- 
k&tion  that  the  negroes  heretofore  held  to 
lenice  by  owners  in  the  States  of  Delaware, 
Ibiybod,  and  Missouri,  are  to  be  treated  as 
pQuoeTB  of  war  wh^i  captured  in  arms  in  the 
HTTioe  of  the  United  States.  Such  declaration 
tint  1  part  of  the  colored  soldiers  of  the  United 
Ssata  were  to  be  prisoners  of  war,  would  seem 
B08t  strongly  to  imply  that  others  were  not  to  be 
ij  treated,  or,  in  omer  words,  that  colored  men 
frum  the  insmrectionary  States  are  to  be  held 
tokbor  and  returned  to  their  masters,  if  cap- 
tared  by  the  Confederate  forces,  while  duly  eiv- 
Zflfied  and  mastered  into,  and  actually  in,  the 
inciies  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  view  which  the  Government  of  the 
tailed  States  takes  of  the  claim  made  by  you 
|o  the  persons  and  services  of  these  negroes,  it 
iiBot  to  be  siq>ported  upon  any  principle  of 
■iitnal  or  municipal  law. 

Looking  npon  these  men  only  as  propertv, 
1^  your  theory  of  property  in  them,  we  do 
*<  lee  how  this  claim  can  be  made,  certainly 
*it  bow  it  can  be  yielded.  It  is  believed  to  be 
»  w«tt«ttled  rule  of  public  international  law, 
sid  a  costom  and  part  of  the  laws  of  war,  that 
«  captore  of  movable  property  vests  the  title 
to  that  property  in  the  captor,  and,  therefore, 
wi  one  beDi^ent  gets  mto  full  possession 
gjperty  belongmg  to  me  subjects  or  citizens  of 
w  other  hdligerent,  the  owner  of  that  property 
■at  once  divested  of  his  title,  which  rests  in 
M  belligerent  Government  capturing  and  hold- 
ttg  lodi  possession.  Upon  this  rule  of  inter- 
■jj***!  law  aQ  civilized  nations  have  acted, 
■*  by  it  both  belligerents  have  dealt  with  all 
fyrty,  save  slaves,  taken  from  each  other 
■y^the  present  war. 

Ifme  Confederate  forces  capture  a  number  of 
tan  from  the  United  States,  the  animals  imme- 
*jB^»e  daimed  to  be,  and,  as  we  understand 
%weome  the  property  of  the  Confederate  au- 

■  the  United  States  capture  any  movable 
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property  in  the  rebellion,  by  our  regulations 
and  laws,  in  conformity  with  international  law 
and  the  laws  of  war,  such  property  is  turned 
over  to  our  €k)vemment  as  its  property.  There- 
fore, if  we  obtain  possession  of  that  species  of 
property  known  to  the  laws  of  the  insurrection- 
ary Slates  as  slaves,  why  should  there  be  any 
doubt  that  that  property,  like  any  other,  vests 
in  ihe  United  States  ? 

If  the  property  in  the  slave  does  so  vest,  then 
the  "^*M«  diaponendi"  the  right  of  disposing  of 
that  property,  rests  in  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  United  States  have  disposed  of  the 
property  which  they  have  acquirea  by  capture 
in  slaves  taken  by  them,  by  giving  that  right 
of  property  to  the  man  himself,  to  the  slave, 
i,  6.,  by  emancipating  him  and  declaring  him 
free  forever,  so  that  if  we  have  not  mistaken 
the  principles  of  international  law  and  the  laws 
of  war,  we  have  no  slaves  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  AU  are  free  men,"*  being  made 
so  in  such  a  manner  as  we  have  chosen  to  dis- 
pose of  our  property  in  them  which  we  ac- 
quired by  capture. 

Slaves  being  captured  by  us,  and  the  ri^ht 
of  property  in  them  thereby  vested  in  us,  mat 
right  of  property  has  been  disposed  of  by  us 
by  manumitting  them,  as  has  always  been  the 
acknowledged  right  of  the  owner  to  do  to  his 
slave.  The  manner  in  which  we  dispose  of  our 
property  whUe  it  is  in  our  possession  certainly 
cnnnot  be  questioned  by  you. 

Nor  is  the  case  altered  if  the  property  is  not 
actually  captured  in  battle,  but  comes  either 
voluntarily  or  involuntarily  from  the  belligerent 
owner  into  the7>ossession  of  the  other  beUiger-^ 
ent 

I  take  it  no  one  would  doubt  the  right  of  the- 
United  States  to  a  drove  of  Confederate  mules, 
or  'a  herd  of  Confederate  cattie,  which  should 
wander  or  rush  across  the  Confederate  lines 
into  the  line»  of  the  United  States  army.  80  it 
seems  to  me,  treating  the  negro  as  property 
merely,  if  that  piece  of  property  passes  the 
Confederate  lines,  and  comes  into  the  lines  of 
the  United  States,  that  property  is  as  much  lost 
to  the  owner  in  the  Coiifederate  States  as  would 
be  the  mule  or  ox,  the  property  of  the  resident 
of  the  Confederate  States,  which  should  fall 
into  our  hands. 

If,  therefore,  the  principles  of  international 
law  and  the  laws  of  war  used  in  this  discussion 
are  correctiy  stated,  then  it  would  seem  that  the 
deduction  logically  flows  therefrom,  in  natural 
sequence,  that  the  Confederate  States  can  have 
no  claim  upon  the  negro  soldiers  captured  by 
them  from  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause of  the  former  ownership  of  them  by  their 
citizens  or  subjects,  and  only  claim  such  as  re^ 
suit,  under  the  laws  of  war,  from  their  captor 
merely. 

Do  the  Confederate  authorities  claim  the 
right  to  reduce  to  a  state  of  slavery  free  men, 
prisoners  of  war  captured  by  them  ?  This  claim 
our  fathers  fought  against  under  Baiubridge 
and  Decatur,  when  set  up  by  the  Barbary  pow» 
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era  on  the  Northern  shore  of  Africa,  about  the 
year  1800,  and  in  1864  their  children  will  hardly 
yield  it  upon  their  own  soiL 

This  point  I  will  not  pnrsne  further,  because 
I  understand  you  to  repudiate  the  idea  that  you 
will  reduce  free  men  to  slaves  because  of  cap- 
ture in  war,  and  that  you  base  the  claim  of  the* 
Confederate  authorities  to  re-enslave  our  negro 
soldiers  when  captured  by  you,  upon  the  ^'jus 
post limmi"  or  that  principle  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions which  rehabilitates  the  former  owner  with 
his  property  taken  by  an  enemy,  when  such 
property  is  recovered  by  the  forces  of  his  own 
country, 

Or  in  other  words,  you  claim  that  by  the  laws 
of  nations  and  of  war,  when  property  ol  the 
subjects  ot  one  belligerent  power,  captured  by 
the  forces  of  the  other  belligerent,  is  recap- 
tured by  the  armies  of  the  former  owner,  then 
such  property  is  to  be  restored  to  its  prior  pos-- 
sessor,  as  if  it  had  never  been  captured,  and, 
therefore,  under  this  principle  your  aulliorities 
propose  to  restore  to  their  masters  the  slaves 
which  heretofore  belonged  to  liiem  which  you 
may  capture  from  us. 

But  this  post  liminary  right  under  which  you 
claim  to  act,  as  understood  and  defined  bv  all 
writers  on  national  law,  is  applicable  simply  to 
immovable  property,  and  that,  too,  only  after 
the  complete  re-subiugation  of  that  portion  of  ihe 
comitry  in  which  the  property  is  situated,  upon 
which  this  right  fastens  itself.  By  the  laws  and 
customs  of  war,  this  right  has  never  been  ap- 
plied to  movable  property. 

True  it  is,  1  believe,  that  tlie  Romans  at- 
tempted to  applv  it  to  the  case  of  slaves,  but 
for  two  thousand  yeare  no  other  nation  has  at- 
tempted to  set  up  this  right  as  ground  for  treat- 
ing slaves  differently  from  other  property. 

^  But  the  Romans,  even,  refused  to  re-enslave 
men  captured  from  opposing  belligerents  in  a 
civil  war,  such  as  ours  imhappily  is. 

Consistently,  then,  with  any  principle  of  ^the 
law  of  nations,  treating  slaves  as  property 
merely,  it  would  seem  to  be  imposible  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  permit  the 
negroes  in  their  ranks  to  be  re-enslaved  when 
^^ptiured,  or  treated  otherwise  than  as  prisoners 
•ot  war. 

I  have  forborne,  sir,  in  this  discussion,  to 
tu-gue  the  question  upon  any  other  or  different 
grounds  of  right  than  those  adopted  by  your 
authorities  in  claiming  the  negro  as  property, 
because  I  underetand  that  your  fabric  oi  opposi- 
tion to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
the  right  ot  property  in  man  as  its  comer- 
stone  Of  course  it  would  not  be  profitable,  in 
settling  a  question  of  exchange  of  pnsoners  of 
war,  to  attempt  to  argue  the  question  of  abandon- 
ment of  the  very  comer-stone  of  their  attempted 
political  edifice.  Therefore  I  have  omitted 
all  the  considerations  which  should  apply  to  the 
negro  soldier  as  a  man.  and  dealt  with  him  upon 
the  confederate  theory  of  property  only. 

I  unite  with  you  most  cordially,  sir,  in  desiring 
«  speedy  settlement  of  all  these  questions,  in 
Tiew  of  the  great  suffering  endured  by  our  pris- 


onere  in  the  4iands  of  your  authorities,  of  whidi 
you  so  feeUngly  speak.  Let  me  ask,  in  view  of 
that  suffering,  why  you  have  delayed  eight 
months  to  answer  a  propositfbn  which,  bj  now 
accepting,  you  admit  to  be  right,  just  and  hu- 
mane, allowing  that  suffering  to  continne  so 
long  ?  One  cannot  help  thinJung,  even  at  the 
risk  of  being  deemed  uncharitable,  that  the  be- 
nevolent sympathies  of  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties have  been  lately  stirred  by  the  depleted 
condition  of  their  armies,  and  a  desire  to  get 
into  the  field  to  a^ect  the  present  campaign, 
the  hale,  hearty  and  well4ed  prisonera  held  by 
the  United  States  in  exchange  for  the  half- 
starved,  sick,  emaciated  and  unserviceable  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  now  languishing  in . 
your  prisons.  The  events  of  this  war,  if  wo 
did  not  know  it  before,  have  laught  us  that  it 
is  not  the  Northern  portion  of  the  American 
eople  alone  who  know  how  to  drive  sbaip 


he  wrongs,  indignities  and  privations  Buf- 
fered by  our  soldiers  would  move  me  to  consent 
to  anything  to  procure  their  exchange,  except 
to  barter  away  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  Oov- 
erament  of  tihe  United  States,  which  hss  so 
solemnly  been  pledged  to  the  colored  soldiers  in 
its  ranks. 

Consistently  with  national  fa.\ih.  and  justice, 
we  cannot  relinquish  this  position.  WiSi  your 
authorities  it  is  a  question  of  property  merely. 
It  seems  to  address  you  in  this  form.  Will  yon 
suffer  your  soldier,  captured  in  fighting  yonr 
battles,  to  be  in  confinement  for  months  rather 
than  release  him  by  giving  for  him  that  which 
you  can  call  a  piece  of  property,  and  which  we 
are  willing  to  accept  as  a  man? 

You  certainly  appear  to  place  less  value  upon 
your  soldier  than  you  do  upon  your  negro.  I 
assure  you,  much  as  we  of  the  North  are  ac- 
cused of  loving  property,  our  citizens  wonid 
have  no  difficulty  in  yielding  up  any  piece  of 
property  they  have  in  exchange  for  one  of  their 
brothers  or  sons  languishing  in  vour  prisons. 
Certainly,  tiiere  could  be  no  doubt  that  they 
would  do  so  were  that  piece  of  property  less  in 
value  than  five  thousand  dollars  in  Confederate 
money,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  price  of  an 
able-bodied  negro  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

Trusting  that  I  may  receive  such  a  reply  to 
the  questions  propounded  in  this  note  as  will 
lead  to  a  speedy  resumption  of  the  iiegotiatione 
for  a  full  exchange  of  all  prisoners,  and  a  de- 
livery of  them  to  their  respective  authorities,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Bekj.  F.  Butler, 
Ifajor  Oeoeral  and  OommiBsloiier  of  E^chufB- 


Doa  30. . 
BATTLE  AT  BMCE'S  CROSS-ROADS.  MIS& 

OENEEIAL  STURGIS'  REPORT. 

HpcPHU,  Tcm.,  Jnoe  M- 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  expedition  which 
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mrcbed  from  near  Lafayette,  Tennessee,  under 
m/  coouDand  on  the  second  instant. 

This  expedition  was  organized  and  fitted  out 
Qoder  the  sopervision  of  the  M^or-General  com- 
aandiDg  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  and  I 
tttonKd  command  of  it  on  the  morning  of  the 
«»ad  of  June,  near  the  town  of  Lafayette, 
TeoDcasee,  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders  No. 
38, dated  Headquarters,  District  of  .West  Ten- 
LcsKe,  Memphis,  May  31, 18G4,  and  which  were 
T«ceived  by  me  on  the  first  instant 

The  str^gth  of  my  command,  in  round  num- 
btn,  VIS  about  eight  thousand  men,  and  com- 
poied  as  follows : 

Cavalry. 

First  brigade — Colonel  G.  E.  Waring,  jr., 
F  'Orth  Missouri,  commanding  ;  strength,  one 
tloosaod  five  hundred. 

Second  brigade. —  Colonel  E.  F.  -Winslow, 
Foortij  low's,  commanding  ;  strength  one  thou- 
ittd  eight  hundred,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery 
tad  four  mountain  howitzers — the  division  com- 
aatded  by  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Grierson. 

Iirfantry. 

Fint  brigade,— Colonel  A.  W.  Wilkins,  Ninth 
Misritsuta,  commanding;  strength,  two  thou- 
BoxL,  with  six  pieces  oi  Artillery. 

Stcuiid  brigade. — Colonel  G.  B.  Hoge,  One 
fic&dred  and  Thirteenth  Illinois,  commanding ; 
etreu^  one  thousand  two  hundired,  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery. 

Third  brigade. — Colonel  E.  Benton,  Fifty-ninth 
roued  States  colored  infantry,  commanding; 
itrtT:gth.  one  thousand  two  himdred,  with  two 
piecta  of  artillery. 

My  supply  train,  carrying  rations  for  eighteen 
days,  coDsisted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
»i^oo6,  which,  with  the  regimental  wagons, 
ftade  op  a  train  of  some  two  hundred  and  fifty 
*sfona. 

%  intentions  were  substantially  as  follows, 
^  to  proceed  to  Corinth,  Mississippi,  by  way 
tl  Salem  and  Ruckersville,  capture  any  force 
^  might  be  there ;  then  proceed  south,  de- 
•roriug  the  3Iobile  and  Ohio  raihroad  to  Tu- 

taod  Okolona,  and  as  far  as  possible  toward 
tt  and  Columbus,  with  a  portion  of  my  force ; 
4«ce  to  Grenada  and  back  to  Memphis.  A 
diKietioa  was  allowed  me  as  to  the  details  of 
the  noTetuent,  when  circumstances  mieht  rise 
^fceh  could  not  havd  been  anticipated  in  my 
■fitmctioDs. 

^i^\i\z  to  some  misunderstanding  on  the  part 
^  the  Quartermaster,  as  to  the  point  on  the 
^phia  and  Ciiarleston  Railroad  at  which 
*8»  forage  was  to  have  been  deposited  from 
^  tars,  there  was  some  little  delay  occasioned 
B  gettaig  the  column  in  motion. 

The  fdlowiijg  incidents  of  the  march  are 
^bnfrom  the  journal,  kept  from  day  to  day-, 
i  fcy  01*  (,f  my  staff,  Ca4)tam  W.  C.  Ravalle,  A.  D.  C., 
■iA.AA.G.: 

ffcdae^lay,  June  1. — ^Expedition  started  from 
and  Whites  Station  toward  Lafavette. 


Thursday,  June  2. — ^The  General  and  staff  left 
Memphis  on  the  five  o'clock  a.  m.  train,  and  es- 
tablished headquarters  at  Leake's  house,  near 
Lafayette,  and  assumed  command.  Cavahrv  mov- 
ed to  the  intersection  of  the  State  Line  and  Early 
Grove  roads,  six  miles  from  Lafayette.  It  rained, 
at  intervals,  all  day  and  part  of  the  night 

Friday,  Jime  8.-— Ordered  the  qavahry  to  move 
to  witliin  three  or  four  miles  of  ^em.  Infantry 
marched  to  Lamar,  eighteen  miles  from  Lafa- 
yette. Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  during  the  day, 
and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  and  bridges, 
the  train  could  only  move  to  within  four  miles 
of  Lamar,  and  did  not  get  into  park  until  eleven 
o'clock  P.M.,  the  colored  brigade  remaining  with 
the  train  as  cruard. 

Saturday,  June  4. — Informed  General  Grierson 
that  the  infancy  and  train,  under  the  most  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  coiild  only  make  a  few 
miles  beyond  Salem,  and  to  regulate  his  march 
accordingly.  Train  arrived  at  Lamar  about 
noon ;  issued  rations  to  the  infantry  and  rested 
the  animals.  It  rained  heavily  until  one  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  making  the  roads  almost  impassable. 
Moved  headquarters  to  Widow  ^Spight's  house, 
two  miles  west  of  Salem,  and  Colonel  Hoge's 
brigade  of  infantry  to  Robinson's  house,  tour 
miles  from  Salem  (west). 

Sunday,  June  5. — Infantry  and  train  started  at 
half-past  four  ▲.  m.,  and  joined  tlie  cavalry,  two 
miles  east  of  Salem,  at  10  a.  m.  ;  issued  rations 
to  the  cavalry,  and  fed  the  forage  collected  by 
them.  Infantry  remained  in  camp  daring  the 
day.  Cavalry  moved  to  the  intersection  of  the 
LaGrange  and  Ripley  and  the  Salem  and  Ruck- 
ersville roads.  Colonel  Joseph  Karge's  2d 
New-Jersey,  with  four  hundred  men,  started  at 
six  p.  M.,  with  instructions  to  move  via  Ripley 
to  Reinza,  to  destroy  the  railroad ;  to  proceed 
north,  destroy  bridges  on  the  Tuscumbia,  and  to 
join  General  Grierson  at  Ruckersville.  Heavy 
showers  during  the  afternoon. 

Monday,  June  6. — Infantry  and  train  moved  at 
four  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  Ruckersville  road ;  ctira- 
menced  raining  at  five  ▲.  M.,and  continued  at  in- 
tervals all  day.  Progress  very  slow.  Marched 
thirteen  miles,  and  made  headauarters  at  Widow 
Childers',  at  intersection  of  the  Saulsbury  and 
Ripley  and  the  Ruckersville  and  the  Salem 
roads.  Cavalry  moved  to  Ruckersville.  The 
advance  gtiard  of  the  infantry  encountered  a 
small  party  of  rebels  about  noon,  and  chased 
them  toward  Ripley,  on  the  LaGrange  and  Rip- 
ley road. 

Tuesday,  June  7. — Upon  information  received 
from  General  Grierson  that  there  was  no  enemy 
near  Corinth,  directed  him  to  move  toward  Ellis- 
town,  on  the  direct  road  from  Ripley,  and  in- 
struct Colonel  Karge  to  join  him  by  way  of 
Blackland  and  Carrollsville.  Infantry  moved  to 
Ripley,  and  cavalry  encamped  on  New  Albany 
road,  two  miles  south.  Encountered  a  small 
party  of  rebels  near  Widow  Childers',  and  drove 
them  toward  Ripley.  In  Ripley  met  an  advance 
of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  on  the  New  Al- 
bany road.    Cavalry  encountered  about  a  regi- 
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ment  of  rebel  cavalry  on  that  road  and  drove 
them  south.  Several  showers  during  the  after- 
noon, and  roads  very  bad. 

Wednesday,  June  8. — ^Received  information  at 
four  o'clock  A.  M.  that  Colonel  Karge  was  on  an 
island  in  the  Hatchie  River,  and  sent  him  five 
hundred  men  ^d  two  howitzers  for  reinforce- 
ments. Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  moved 
six  miles  on  the  Fulton  road.  Infantrv  and  train 
moved  five  miles  on  same  road.  Colonel  War- 
ing's  brigade  remained  in  Ripley  awaiting  ike 
return  of  Colonel  Karge,  who  joined  him  at  five 
o'clock  p.  M.,  having  swum  the  Hatchie  River. 
Rained  hard  during  the  night 

Thursday,  June  9.— Sent  back  to  Memphis 
four  hundred  sick  and  worn-out  men,  and  forty- 
one  wagons.  Cavalry  and  infantry  moved  to 
Stubbs',  fourteen  miles  from  Ripley ;  issued  five 
days'  rations  (at  previous  camp);  rained  two 
hours  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  June  10. — ^Encountered  the  enemy  at 
Brice's  cross-road,  twenfy-three  miles  from  Rip- 
ley, and  six  miles  from  Guntown. 

At  Ripley  it  became  a  serious  question  in  my 
mind  as  to  whether  or  not  I  should  proceed  any 
further.  The  rain  still  fell  in  torrents — ^the  ar- 
tillery and  wagons  were  literally  mired  down, 
and  the  starved  and  exhausted  animals  could 
with  difficulty  drag  them  along.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  willed  together  my  division 
commanders,  and  placed  before  them  my  views 
of  our  situation.  At  tiiis  interview,  one  brigade 
commander  (Colonel  Hoge)  and  two  members 
of  my  staflf  were  incidentally  present  dso.  I 
called  their  attention  to  the  great  delay  we  had 
undergone  on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of 
the  roads,  the  exhausted  condition  of  our  ani- 
mals, the  great  probability  that  tilie  enemy 
would  avail  himself  of  the  time  thus  offered,  to 
concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  against  us 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tupelo,  and  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  saving  our  train  of  artillery  in  case  of 
defeat,  on  account  of  Qie  narrowness  and  gen- 
eral bad  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  procuring  supplies  of  forage  for  the 
animals.  All  Sj^eed  with  me  in  the  probable 
consequences  of  defeat  Some  thought  our  only 
safety  lay  in  retracing  our  steps  and  abandon- 
ing the  expedition.  It  was  urged,  however, 
(and  with  some  propriety,  too),  that  inasmuch 
as  I  had  abandoned  a  similar  expedition  only  a 
few  weeks  before,  and  given  as  my  reason  for 
so  doing,  ^  the  utter  and  entire  destitution  of 
the  country,"  and  that  in  the  face  of  tiiis  we 
were  aeain  sent  through  this  same  country,  it 
would  be  ruinous  on  aU  sides,  to  return  a^n 
without  meeting  the  enemy.  Moreover,  ^om 
all  the  information  General  Washburn  had  ac- 
quired, there  could  be  no  considerable  force  in 
our  front,  and  aU  my  own  information  led  to  the 
same  conclusion.  To  be  sure,  my  information 
was  exceedingly  meagre  and  imsatisfEtctory,  and 
had  I  return^,  I  would  have  been  totaUy  un- 
able to  present  any  &ct8  to  justify  my  course, 
or  to  show  why  the  expedition  might  not  have 


been  successfully  carried  forward.    All  I  could 
have  presented  would  have  been  my  oonjectnrea 
as  to  what  the  enemy  would  naturally  do  onder 
the  circumstances,  and  these  would  have  availed 
but  little  against  the  idea  that  the  enemy  was 
scattered,  and  had  no  considerable  force  m  oar 
front    Under  tiie  circumstances,  and  with  a  sad 
foreboding  of  the  consequences,  I  determiDed  to 
move  forward,  keeping  my  force  as  crmpuct  as 
possible,  and  ready  for   action   at  all  times, 
hoping  that  we  might  succeed,  and  feeling  that 
if  we  did  not,  yet  our  losses  might,'  at  most,  be 
insignificant,  in  comparison  to  the  great  benefits 
that  might  accrue  to  General  Sherman  by  the 
depletion  of  Johnston's  army  to  so  large  an  ex- 
tent   On  the  evening  of  the  eighth,  one  daj  be- 
yond Ripley,  I  assembled  the  commandere  of 
infantnr  brigades  at  tiie  headquarters  of  Colonel 
McMillen,  and  cautioned  them  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  eniforcing  rigid  discipline  in  tfaeir  camps, 
keeping  their  tropps  always  in  hand,  and  readj 
to  act  on  a  moment's  notice ;  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  gain  any  accurate  or  reliable  informa- 
tion of  the  enemy,  and  that  it  behooved  us  to 
move  and  act  constantly  as  though  in  his  pres- 
ence; that  we  were  now  where  we  might  en- 
counter him  at  any  moment,  and  that  we  must, 
under  no  circumstances,  allow  ourselves  to  be 
surprised.    On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  the 
cavalry  marched  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  the  in- 
fantry at  seven — ttius  allowing  the  infSantry  to 
follow  immediately  in  rear  of  cavalry,  as  it 
would  take  the  cavalry  a  full  hour  and  a  half 
to  clear  their  camp.     The   habitual  rules  of 
march  were  as  follows,  to  wit:    Cavalry,  with 
its  artillery,  in  advance  ;  infantry,  with  its  artil- 
lery, next ;  and  lastly,  the  supply  train,  guarded 
by  the  rear  brigade,  with  one  of  its  regiments 
at  the  head,  one  near  the  middle,  and  one,  with 
a  section  of  artillery,  in  the  rear.    A  company 
of  pioneers  preceded  the  infantry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repairing  the  roads,  buUding  bridges, 
&c. 

On  this  morning  I  had  preceded  the  head  of 
the  infantry  column,  and  arrived  at  a  point  some 
five  miles  from  camp,  where  I  found  an  un- 
usually bad  place  in  the  road,  and  one  that 
would  require  considerable  time  and  labor  to 
render  practicable.  While  halted  here  to  await 
the  head  of  the  column,  I  received  a  message 
from  Geneial  Grierson  that  he  had  encountered 
a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavahy.  In  a  few 
minutes  more  I  received  apother  meesa^  from 
him,  saying  tiie  enemy  numbered  some  six  hun- 
dred, and  were  on  the  Baldwin  road ;  that  be 
was  (himself)  at  Brices  cross-roads,  and  that 
his  position  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would  hold 
it  Ho  was  then  directed  to  leave  six  hundred 
or  seven  hundred  men  at  the  cross-roads,  to 
precede  the  infantry  on  its  arrival,  on  its  march 
toward  Guntown,  and  with  the  remainder  ot  his 
force  to  drive  the  enemy  toward  Baldwin,  and 
then  rejoin  the  main  body  by  way  of  the  line  of 
the  rulroad,  as  I  did  not  intend  being  drawn 
from  my  main  purpose.  Colonel  McMillen  ar- 
rived at  this  time,  and  I  rode  forward  toward 
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fte  cross-roads.  Before  proceeding  far,  liow- 
ever,  I  sent  a  staff  ofScer  back,  directing  ColoDel 
McMflki  to  move  up  his  advanced  brigade  as 
npidlj  as  possible  without  distressing  his 
troora.  When  I  reached  the  cross-roads,  I  found 
MtfJjr  all  the  cavalry  engaged,  and  ^e  battle 
growing  Winn,  but  no  artillery  had  yet  opened 

00  eitb«r  side.  We  had  four  pieces  of  artillery 
at  the  cross-roads,  but  they  had  not  been  placed 
in  position,  owing  to  the  dense  woods  on  all 
tides,  aod  the  apparent  impossibility  of  using 
thai  to  advantage. 

Findine  that  our  troops  were  being  hotly 
pressed,  I  ordered  one  section  to  open  on  the 
enemy's  reserves.  The  enemy's  artillery  soon 
replied,  and  witii  great  accuracy — everr  shell 
kreting  over  and  in  tiie  immediate  vicmity  of 
09r|DnB.  Frequent  calls  were  now  made  for 
reiolarcements,  but  until  the  infantry  should  ar- 
rire,  I  had,  of  course,  none  to  give.  Colonel 
Wualow,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  commanding  a 
kcigade  and  occupying  a  position  on  the  Gun- 
town  road,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  cross-roads, 
w»  especially  clamorous  to  be  relieved  and  per- 
iHtted  to  cairy  kis  brigade  to  the  rear.  Fear- 
ing tiiat  Colonel  Winslow  might  abandon  his 
position  without  authority,  and  knowing  the 
laportance  of  the  cross-roads  to  us,  I  directed 
him,  in  case  he  should  be  overpowered,  to  fall 
back  dowly  toward  the  cross-roads— thus  con- 
tracting his  line  and  strengthening  his  position. 

1  was  especially  anxious  on  this  point,  because, 
tiiroflgfa  sooie  misunderstanding,  l^at  I  am  un- 
it>Ie  to  explain,  the  cavalry  had  been  withdrawn 
liihont  my  knowledge  from  the  left,  that  I  was 
«a»pelled  to  occupy  the  line,  temporarily,  with 
iBj escort,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  of  the 
Xinete«ith  Pennsylvania  cavalry.  This  handful 
of  troops,  under  the  gallant  Lieutenant^lonel 
flease,  behaved  very  handsomely,  and  held  the 
lifie  nntil  the  arrival  of  the  infantry. 

About  half  past  one  the  infantry  began  to 
wive.  Colonel  Hi^'s  brigade  was  first  to 
reach  the  field,  and  was  placed  in  position  by 
CU-^d  McMillen,  when  the  enemy  was  driven 
a  tittle.  Oeneral  '^rierson  now  requested  au- 
tiwity  to  withdraw  the  entire  cavalry,  as  "  it 
WIS  ^dtansted  and  well-nigh  out  of  ammuni- 
^^"  This  I  authorized  as  soon  as  sufficient 
isftttry  was  in  position  to  permit  it,  and  he 
was  directed  to  reorganize  his  command  in  the 
Rir,  and  hold  it  readv  to  operate  on  the  flanks. 
In  the  meantime  I  had  ordered  a  section  of 
■rtflltfy  to  be  placed  in  position  on  a  knoll,  near 
Abridge, some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in 
fte  rear,  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  any 
attempt  of  the  enemv  to  turn  our  lett 

1  now  went  to  this  point  to  see  that  my 
Offers  had  been  executed,  and  also  to  give 
<™tions  for  the  mant^ement  and  protection 
^^  wagon  train.  I  found  the  section  prop- 
*«y  posted,  and  supported  by  the  Seven  ty-seo- 
JfodOWo in&ntry,  with  two  companies  thrown 
^*wd  as  skirmishers,  and  the  whole  under 
<«  wperintendence  of  that  excellent  officer, 
Ojfaoel  Wilkins,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota.  While 


here  the  wagon  train,  which  had  been  reported 
still  a  mile  and*  a  half  in  the  rear,  arrived.  It 
was  inunediately  ordered  into  an  open  field  near 
where  the  cavdry  were  reorganizmg ;  there  to 
be  turned  round  and  carried  further  toward  the 
rear.  The  pressure  on  the  right  of  the  line  was 
now  beconung  very  great,  and  General  Grierson 
was  directed  to  send  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  to 
that  point  At  this  time  I  received  a  message 
from  Colonel  Hoge  that  he  was  satisfied  the 
movement  on  the  right  was  a  feint  and  that  the 
real  attack  was  being  made  on  the  left.  Another 
section  of  artillery  was  now  placed  in  position, 
a  little  to  the  rear  of  Colonel  Wilkins,  but  bear- 
ing on  the  left  of  our  main  line;  and  a  portion 
of  the  cavalry  was  thrown  out  as  skirmishers. 
The  cavalry  which  had  been  sent  to  the  extreme 
right  began  now  to  give  way,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  enemy  began  to  appear  in  force  in  rear 
of  the  extreme  left,  while  Colonel  McMillen 
required  reinforcements  in  the  centre.  I  now 
endeavored  to  get  hold  of  the  colored  brigade, 
which  formed  the  guard  to  the  train.  While* 
travelling  the  short  distance  to  where  the  head 
of  the  brigade  should  be  found,  the  main  line 
began  to  give  way  at  various  points.  Order 
soon  gave  way  to  confusion,  ana  confusion  tj 
panic.  I  sent  an  aid  to  Colonel  McMillen,  in- 
forming him  that  I  was  unable  to  render  him 
any  additional  assistance,  and  that  he  must  do 
all  in  his  power  with  what  he  had  to  hold  his 
position  until  I  could  form  a  line  to  protect  his 
retreat 

On  reaching  the  head  of  the  supply  train, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hesse  was  directed  to  place 
in  position  in  a  wood  the  first  regiment  of  col- 
ored troops  I  could  find.  This  was  done,  and  it 
is  due  to  these  troops  to  say  here  that  they  held 
their  ground  well,  and  rendered  valuable  aid  to 
Colonel  McMillen,  who  was  soon  after  compeUed 
to  witiidraw  from  his  original  line,  and  take  up 
new  positions  in  the  rear.  It  was  now  five 
o'clock  p.  M.  For  seven  hours  these  gallant  men 
had  held  their  position  against  overwhelming 
numbers,  but  at  last,  overpowered  and  exhausted, 
they  were  compeUed  to  abandon  not  only  the 
field,  but  many  of  their  gaUant  comrades  who 
had  fallen  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Every- 
where the  army  now  drifted  toward  the  rear,  and 
was  soon  altogether  beyond  control  I  request- 
ed Greneral  Grierson  to  accompany  me,  and  to  aid 
in  checking  the  fleeing  column  and  establishing 
a  new  line.  By  dint  of  entreaty  and  force,  and 
the  aid  of  several  officers  whom  I  called  to  my 
assistance,  with  pistols  in  their  hands,  we  at 
length  succeeded  in  checking  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred,  and  establishing  a  line,  of  which 
Colonel  Wilkins,  Ninth  Minnesota,  was  placed  in 
conmiand.  About  this  time  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  Colonel  McMillen  was  driving  the  ene- 
my. I  placed  but  htde  faith  in  this  report,  yet 
disseminated  it  freely  for  the  good  eflfect  it  might 
produce  on  the  troops. 

In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  gallant  Colonel 
McMillen,  sad  and  disheartened,  arrived  and  re- 
ported his  lines  broken  and  in  confusion.     The 


1« 


REBELLION    REOORD,    1862-66. 


now  line,  imder  Colonel  Wilkine,  also  gave  way 
io*>ii  after,  htkI  it  m'hb  now  impoBsible  to  exercise 
any  further  controL  The  road -became  crowded 
iind  Jamnnad  with  troops ;  the  wagons  and  artil- 
terv  sinking  into  the  deep  mud,  became  inextri- 
cable^  and  added  to  the  general  confusion  which 
now  prevailed.  No  power  could  now  check  or 
uonUro)  the  puuic-Btricken  mass,  as  it  swept 
tttwnrd  the  rear,  led  off  by  Colonel  Winslow,  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  who 
never  halted  until  he  had  reached  Stubbs*,  ten 
milea  in  rear,  ThiH  wm  the  greater  pity,  as  his 
brigade  was  n early ,  if  not  entirely,  intact,  and 
might  have  oRVTed  conHiderable  resistance  to  the 
advancing  foe.  About  ten  o'clock  p.  m:,  I 
reached  oiubbs'  in  porson,  where  I  found  Colonel 
Winalnw  and  his  bri grade.  I  then  informed  him 
thut  im  was  the  orjly  organized  body  of  men  I 
htul  been  able  Uy  find,  and  directed  him  to  add  to 
his  tiwn  every  posai hie  force  he  could  rally  as 
t)i<'y  passed,  and  take  charge  of  the  rear — ^re- 
maining in  position  nntil  all  should  have  passed. 
I  alHo  in  fanned  hi  in  that,  on  accomit  of  the 
extreme  dark nesA  nf  the  night,  and  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  roads,  I  had  little  hope  of  sav- 
ii>g  anytJiin^  more  iliaii  the  troops,  and  directed 
him  therefore  to  destroy  all  wagons  and  artillery 
which  he  might  find  blocking  up  the  road  and 
preventing  tlie  passu ge  of  the  men.  In  this  way 
about  two  huTHired  ^a^ons  and  fourteen  pieces 
ot  artillery  were  loiit,  many  of  the  wagons  being 
burned,  and  tlie  artillery  spiked  and  otherwise 
mutilated ;  the  mnlea  and  horses  were  brought 
away.  By  seven  o'duck  a.  m.,  of  the  eleventh, 
we  had  organised  at  Ilipley,  and  the  army  pre- 
sented quite  a  reHj>ectable  appearance,  and 
would  have  been  able  to  accomplish  an  orderly 
retreat  from  that  point  but  for  the  unfortunate 
cirennistotiees  tliat  the  cartridge-boxes  were 
well-nigh  exhaiiated*  At  seven  o'clock  the  col- 
umn was  again  put  in  motion  on  the  Salem  ro'ad, 
tlK'  caviibry  in  at  J  vu  nee,  foUowed  by  infantry. 
The  enemy  pressed  heavily  on  the  rear,  and 
there  was  now  nothing  left  but  to  keep  in  motion 
sn  its  to  prevent  the  breaking  up  of  the  rear,  and 
to  [nhM  aQ  eroBfr-roa^is  before  tne  enemy  could 
reiicK  til  em,  as  the  c'lmmand  was  in  no  condition 
to  i>lfer  determined  r^^tiistance,  whether  attacked 
in  front  or  rear. 

At  eight  o'clock  A,  X.  on  the  twelfth  ihe  col- 
umn reaehed  CriHi^^rville  worn  out  and  ex- 
hat  ih  ted  by  the  t'aTi;:;ne«  of  fighting  and  maroh- 
ing^  for  two  da^^'s  utid  two  mghts,  without  rest 
and  without  eating,  About  Qoon  of  the  same 
day  a  train  arriveii  from  Memphis,  bringing 
iome  two  thousand  infantry,  commanded  by 
Colotxel  Wolf  atid  supplies  for  my  suffering 
men,  and  I  determ]ni"<l  to  remain  here  until  the 
next  day,  for  the  purp^>8e  of  resting  and  afford- 
ing protection  to  many  who  had  dropped  by 
the  romlside  thiougti  latigue  and  other  causes. 
J>arnji!g,  however,  toward  evening  that  the 
command  at  White'^  Station  had  information  of 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  approaching  that 
l>1a(>e  from  the  sou fh oast,  and  knowing  that  my 
men  were  in  no  eoudition  to  offer  serious  resist- 


ance to  an  enemy  presenting  himself  acroes 
my  line  of  march,  I  informed  the  General  com- 
manding the  district  by  telegraph,  that  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  continue  my  march  to  White's 
Station ;  accordingly,  at  nine  p.  m.  the  column 
marched  again,  and  arrived  at  White's  Btation 
at  daylight  next  morning. 

This  report  having  already  become  more  cir- 
cumstantial than  was  anticipated,  I  have  pur- 
posely omitted  the  details  of  our  march  from 
Ripley  to  White's  Station,  as  they  would  extend 
it  to  a  tiresome  length,  but  would  respectfolh 
refer  you  for  them  to  the  sub-reports  herewith 
enclosed. 
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It  is  difficult  to  furnish  any  accurate  estimate 
of  the  losses  of  the  enemy,  but  they  are  6U|»- 
posed,  by  the  principal  officers  of  my  command, 
to  be  fuUy  as  great  as  our  own  in  killed  and 
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vouided,  and  by  many  supposed  to  largely 
aoeed  onra.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  it  is  with 
ieeiuigB  of  the  most  profoond  pain  and  regret, 
tkt  I  find  myself  called  npon  to  record  a  defeat 
•nd  the  low  and  suflfering  incident  to  a  reverse 
at  a  point  so  tar  distant  from  the  base  of  sup- 
plies and  reinforcements.  Yet  there  is  some 
consolation  in  knowing  that  the  army  fooght 
Doblj  while  it  did  fight,  and  only  yielded  to 
orerwhefaning  numbers.  The  strength  of  the 
enemy  it  variously  estimated  by  the  most  intel- 
ligent officers,  at  from  fifteen  thousand  to  twenty 
£)usuMi  men.  A  very  intelligent  sergeant  who 
va«  captured,  and  remained  five  da3rs  in  the 
kands  of  the  enemy,  repcsts  the  number  of  the 
eoenj  actoally  engaged  to  have  been  twelve 
thoonod,  and  that  two  divisions  of  infantry 
were  held  in  reserve.  It  may  appear  strange 
tiat  BO  large  a  force  of  the  enemy  could  be  in 
ov  vicinity,  and  we  be  ignorant  of  the  fact ; 
hat  the  sorprise  will  exist  in  the  minds  of  those 
odIj  who  are  not  £aipji)iar  with  die  difficulty  (I 
nar  aaj  impossibility)  of  acquiring  rehable 
iEformation  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  coun- 
tnr.  Oar  movements  and  numbers  are  always 
bown  to  the  enemy,  because  every  woman  and 
diikl  is  one  of  them ;  but  we,  as  everybody 
knowa  who  has  any  experience  in  this  war,  can 
Oily  learn  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
bia  nombers,  by  actually  fighting  for  the  infor- 
Bation  lliat  our  loss  was  great,  is  true,  yet, 
that  it  was  not  greater,  is  due  in  an  eminent 
degree  to  the  personal  exertions  of  that  model 
•oldier.  Colonel  W.  L.  McMillen,  of  the  Fifty- 
Biuth  Ohio  in&ntry,  who  commanded  the 
B^try,  and  to  the  able  commanders  under 
Inm. 

While  I  wiU  not  prolong  this  already  extended 
wport  by  recording  individual  acts  of  good 
eoolact,  aud  the  names  of  many  brave  officers 
ad  men  who  deserve  mention,  but  will  respect- 
fully refer  yon  for  these  to  the  reports  of  divi- 
M  aod  l»igade  commanders,  vet  I  cannot  re- 
fewB  from  expressing  my  high  appreciation  of 
dt«  Tahiable  services  rendered  by  that  excellent 
ud  dashing  officer,  Golcmel  Joseph  Karge,  of  the 
Secooi  New  Jersev  volunteers,  in  1^  recon- 
usaoce  to  Corinm,  and  his  subsequent  man- 
^penent  of  the  rear  guard  during  a  part  of  the 
retreat,  fighting  and  defending  ttie  rear  during 
««  whole  aflemooti,  and  throughout  the  entire 
ught  following. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff— Lieutenant-Col- 
<■«!  J.  C  Hope,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  cav- 
WT, commanding  escort ;  Captain  W.  C.  Ravalle, 
A.  D.  d  and  A-  A.  A.  O.,  whose  horse  was  killed 
»der  him ;  Captain  W.  C.  Belden,  Second  Iowa 
«»abyA  D.C.;  Lieutenant  E.  OauUdns,  Sev- 
<«A  Iowa  cavahy,  A*D.  C  ;  Lieutentant  Samuel 
word,  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  A. 
^'  C ;  Ueuftenant  Dement,  A-  A.  Q.  M. ;  Lieu- 
^i  W.  H.  StrattoB,  Seventh  Illinois  cavaly, 
A-A.C.S. — ^whoae  names  appear  in  no  other 
'*P<»t— I  am  especially  grateif  ul  for  the  prompt- 
*■  ttd  zeal  with  which  my  orders  were  exe- 


cuted at  all  times,  and  often  under  trying  and 
hazardous  circumstances. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfoUy, 

Your  obeaient  servant, 

S.  D.  Sturois, 
Brigadler-Oenend,  oommaadlnf; 
To  Major  W.  H.  Morgan, 

A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  Djatrict  W.  T., 

MomphiSjTeim. 

8UBGB0N  DYER'S  ACCOUNT. 

HiADQTAams  Qoirrr-praflT  Ilunob,  ) 
MnpiOB,  Tunr. ,  Jnly  6, 18M.     / 

At  my  request  Dr.  Lewis  Dyer,  of  the  Eighty, 
first  regiment  Elinois  infantry  volunteers,  and 
Acting  Surgeon-in-Chief,  division  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  on  the  expedition,  has  prepared  a 
paper  on  the  late  retreat  of  (General  Sturgis' 
command  from  Guntown,  Mississippi,  to  Mem- 
phis. I  am  taking  notes  and  sketches  of  per- 
sons and  things,  for  a  permanent  history  of  the 
regiment  in  particular,  and  of  the  war  m  gen- 
eral 

This  article  was  written  for  my  own  personal 
use  and  benefit;  but  being  prepared  with  so  much 
care  and  ability,  I  have  no  doubt  you  Will  gladly 
insert  it  in  your  journal,  which  circulates  exten- 
sively among  the  friends  of  our  pet  regiment  in 
Southern  Illinois. 

Tours  truly,  W.  S.  Post, 

Chaplain,  Eighty -llrat  UIlnolL 

HBADQUAKms  EioaTT-nMr  luoroB  IsrAvnn    \ 
VoLUinxHe,  Mxuphu,  Tinn.,  June  30, 1864.  f 

Rev.  WiUtam  8,  Post,  D.  2>.,  Chaplain  Eighty- 
ftrst  Illinois  Infcmtry  Volunteers: 
DiAB  Sib  :  Tou  have  of  course  heard  of  our 
defeat  under  Greneral  Sturgis  at  Gkintown,  Mis- 
sissippi, the  other  day.  I  wish  I  could  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  scenes  enacted  on  that 
occasion — the  awful  fight,  the  repulse,  the  d»> 
feat  and  rout  It  was  a  new  chapter  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Eighty-first— a  new  and  bitter  expe- 
rience to  both  ofiSoers  and  men — and  as  they 
believe,  a  needless  one.  Never*  before;  in  aU 
their  deadly  confliots  with  the  enemy,  had  they 
suffered  defeat.  And  the  recollection  is  all  the 
more  bitter  now  that  the  day  was  lost  to  us,  not 
by  the  numbers  or  prowes  of  the  enemy,  but 
by — ^well,  it  might  be  as  safe  not  to  say. 

In  speaking  of  the  Eighty-first,  the  coolness 
and  self^oesession  of  its  officers,  and  the  bravery 
and  desperate  fighting  of  its  men,  I  have  no  in- 
tention of  intimating  the  least  thing  in  dispar- 
agement of  other  troops.  The  regiment  was 
marched  upon  the  field  and  placed  in  position 
under  a  general  and  vague  order,  and  finding  it 
needlessly  exposed  to  the  enemy's  deadly  fire, 
with  no  adequate  support,  its  commanding  offi- 
cers changed  it  for  a  better  position,  which  posi- 
tion it  held  until  entirely  out  of  ammunition, 
when,  being  harassed  by  a  galling  flank  fire,  it  fell 
back  some  three  hundred  yards,  to  a  line  with 
the  artillery,  when,  being  replenished  with  am- 
munition, it  continued  the  fight  for  hours,  and 
until  it  was  almost  surrounded  by  the  enemy* 
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The  precision  with  which  the  order  to  'take  the 
new  position  was  executed,  the  determined 
valor  of  the  men,  the  seizing  and  bearing  off  a 
stand  of  the  enemy's  colors,  and  finally  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  regiment  was  retired  from  the 
field,  afforded  a  fine  exhibition  of  military  dis- 
cipline and  soldierly  bearing. 

In  this  battle,  the  infantry  especially  engaged 
the  enemy  at  ^e  greatest  disadvantage.  The 
troops  wwe  hurried  upon  the  field,  having  al- 
ready marched  all  day  at  a  rapid  pace  for  miles, 
under  a  broiling  sun ;  and  before  reaching  the 
scene  of  conflict,  they  were  shorn  of  half  their 
strength  from  heat  and  exhaustion.  As  I  rode 
along  from  regiment  to  regiment,  and  saw  the 
numerous  cases  of  sun-stroke  and  the  scores  and 
hundreds  of  men,  many  of  them  known  to  me 
as  good  and  true  soldiers,  falling  out  by  the 
way,  utterly  powerless  to  move  forward,  it  was  a 
sad,  a  fearful  reflection  that  this  condition  of  so 
many  would  ensure  defeat  and  terrible  disaster. 

The  cavalry  had  been  for  hours  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  who  was  in  strong  force  and 
occupied  a  well-chosen  position.  Although  they 
had  behaved  nobly,  they  were  now  in  urgent 
need  of  support,  and  hence  the  order  despatdied 
to  commandants  of  regiments  five  miles  in  the 
rear,  to  "hurry  up;*'  and  on  that  memorable 
day — a  hot  summer's  day  in  a  Southern  clime— 
tiiey  did  "  hurry  up."  Our  troops  did  s^l  ttiat 
troops  could  do  under  the  circumstances — 
fought  bravely,  desperately,  but  were  compelled 
to  give  way — to  fall  back.  And  it  was  now  ob- 
vious that  no  preparation  had  been  made  in 
anticipation  of  a  possible  defeat  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  wagons  nad  been  permitted  to  crowd 
far  to  the  front,  greatly  endangering  their  own 
safety  in  case  of  a  repulse,  blocking  up  the  road 
against  the  running  of  ambulances,  and  inter- 
fering with  any  necessary  movement  of  the 
troops  to  the  rear. 

Most  of  the  commands,  on  falling  back,  inter- 
mingled with  the  great  number  of  those  who 
had  been  unable  to  reach  the  field,  and  being 
greatly  disorganized,  all  turned  their  faces  to 
the  rear,  and  joined  in  a  common  retreat  And 
now  began  the  difficult  task  of  wheeling  around 
the  teams  and  wagons.  You  have  heard  team- 
sters yell  at  tlieir  mules,  crack  their  whips,  and 
sometimes — swear,  haven^t  you?  Well,  they  did 
all  these  things  on  this  occasion,  and  whatever 
else  teamsters  properly  may  do.  At  all  events. 
Bedlam  let  loose  could  hardly  excel  in  the  noise 
and  commotion  you  would  have  witnessed  had 
you  been  there,  in  their  efforts  to  get  out  of 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Stretcher-bearers  and  ambulances  could  now 
reach  the  gory  field  no  more,  and  although  com- 
paratively few  of  Qie  fallen  had  been  brought 
off,  there  now  remained  no  alternative ;  the 
dead  and  wounded  alike  must  be  abandoned  to 
the  victors.  Our  hospital  being  under  fire,  the 
enemy  having  flanked  us,  our  suffering  men 
were  taken  to  a  new  location  three  fourths  of  a 
mile  further  back,  and  again  laid  upon  the  green 
grass,  while  the  Surgeon  bestowed  such  atten- 


tion as  it  was  possible  to  do  under  the  cironm- 
stances.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes,  however, 
we  found  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of 
moving  i^ain.  And  so,  lifting  the  poor 
maneled  fellows  into  the  ambulances  once  more, 
the  drivers  were  directed  to  fell  into  the  re- 
treating column,  and  follow  on  mildl  further 
orders. 

All  efforts-  to  form  a  new  line  of  battle  that 
day  were  unavailing,  except  for  a  few  minutes, 
once  or  twice.  The  army  was  now  rapidly  re- 
treating— marching  to  the  rear— -I  should  eaj, 
changing  front,  and  with  rapid  strides  seeking 
to  go  the  furthest  possible  in  the  shortest  space 
of  time.  Every  body  seemed  to  be  in  a  hurry. 
The  road  was  not  wide  enough — ^it  was  filled 
up  to  overflowing  from  fence  to  fence,  with 
wagons,  ambulances,  artillery,  horsemen,  and 
footmen — everybody  trying  to  get  ahead  of 
everybody  else,  as  though  everbody  else  were  in 
Uieir  way.  Then,  there  were  two  columns  of 
cavalry  to  the  left,  moving  parallel  to  the  road, 
their  files  not  very  well  oressed,  to  be  sure,  bat 
still  making  good  time.  The  infantry,  poor  fel- 
lows, seemed  light  of  foot,  by  the  way  tfaey 
plodded  along  on  either  side  of  the  road,  dodg- 
ing through  tne  brush,  over  logs  and  gaUeys, 
constituting  a  dense  body  of  flankers  to  the 
column  that  filled  the  road.  But  there  was  a 
sad  deficiency  of  arms  among  them,  having  left 
their  guns  at  Guntown. 

This  rapidly-moving  army  of  living  creatures, 
consisting  of  men,  horses,  negroes,  mules,  wag- 
ons and  artillery,  would  every  few  minutes  re- 
ceive a  fresh  impetus  from  tiie  shot  and  sbeD 
of  the  enemy,  as  they  came  crashing  and  screech- 
ing over  our  heads  and  bursting  among  as. 
Grood  heavens  I  what  a  spectacle  I  Five  thoo- 
sand  infantry,  three  thousand  five  hundred  cav- 
alry, four  batteries,  two  hundred  and  fifty  wagons, 
and  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging 
— every  man,  horse  and  wagon  bent  on  getting 
to  some  distant  place  before  anybody  eke  did! 

But  0,  the  roads  I  They  had  been  well-nigh 
impassable  in  places  when  we  were  advancing 
toward  the  enemy,  and  now,  while  advancing 
from  him,  and  just  as  night  was  throwing  her 
dark  mantle  around  us,  these  horrid  roads  mast 
be  traveUed  over  again.  No  stopping  to  repair 
them  now.  0,  no  I  our  errand  was  too  pressing 
for  that  Well,  perceiving  no  advantage  in 
staying  behind,  but  a  strong  probability  of  some 
disadvantage,  and  being  well  mounted,  I  pro- 
posed to  my  ^ver  faithful  "  John  "  that  we  go 
forward.  He  quickly  responded  that "  he  would 
stick  by  me  if  I  would  by  him,"  and  with  this 
understanding  we  pushed  on — ^travelled  all  night, 
amid  such  darkness,  some  of  the  time,  as  only 
dwells  in  these  benighted  regions  of  the  Prince 
of  Darkness. 

We  arrived  at  Ripley,  thirty  miles  distant 
from  the  battle-field,  soon  after  daylight  Not 
doubting  but  we  had  pretty  much  led  the  van, 
35pu  can  imagine  my  surprise  on  finding  there  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  as  well  as  many  of  the  artil- 
lery and  infantry.    They  might  truly  be  called 
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Hgk  ardDeiy  and  Ughi  infaotrj,  so  far  as  anns 
»i  munitions  of  war  were  concerned.  In  a 
l^iCf  space  of  time  most  of  the  army  had  come 
op.  Bat  everything  was  out  of  joint  and  in  a 
BtdpIi^L  Some  men  had  hats  on,  and  some 
\AfnX  Some  rode  horses  and  mules  with  sad- 
dle aini  bridles,  and  some  didn't  A  great 
DioT,  baring  exhausted  their  ammunition  tlie 
dav  before,  had  thrown  away  their  arms  and  ac- 
eontremeats,  as  useless  encumbrances  in  their 
lipbL 

ITie  wagon  train  had  all  been  lost  A  caisson 
baring  stuck  fast,  ^e  road  was  completely  ob- 
etrueted,  and  all  the  wagons  and  ambulances, 
with  commissary  stores,  ammunition,  hospital 
nd  medical  supplies,  and  officers'  baggage,  were 
fiecefisarily  abandoned.  The  officer  in  charge 
of  the  ambulance  train,  and  the  surgeons  who 
vere  abi^,  exhausted  every  means  in  fruitless 
dforts  to  bring  it  forward,  but  after  two  hours 
of  toil  were  compelled  to  leave  it  There  in  the 
wiUemess,  in  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  mid- 
B!^t,  oar  wounded  companions  were  taken  out 
ai3  g«itly  laid  upon  the  bosom  of  mother  earth 
—the  precious  trust  left  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  pursuing  foe !  In  anticipation  of  such  an 
eTent,  I  had,  just  before  night,  addressed  a  re- 
^>ectfiil  note  to  the  surgeons  of  the  Confede- 
rate irmy,  requesting  their  kind  offices  in  behalf 
of  BQcfa  of  our  wounded  men  as  we  could  not 
remove,  and  I  have  already  learned  with  much 
Bs^i&ction  that  these  men  have  received  the 
kindest  treatment 

We  had  not  long  been  at  Ripley  before  the 
poreoing  column  was  upon  us.  Our  cavalry, 
viA  a  short  supply  of  ammunition,  quickly 
fiOTied  in  line  of  battle,  while  several  shattered 
regiments,  without  anomunition,  hastened  to 
Mr  support  After  a  vigorous  show  of  re- 
Eistioce,  maintained  for  some  time,  our  dispir- 
ited troops  sJowly  fell  back.  Quite  a  number 
^men,  with  only  flesh  wounds,  had  managed, 
bf  the  aid  of  horses  and  mules  picked  up  on 
the  road,  to  keep  along  with  their  friends  to 
thii  plaoB,  But  here  it  became  necessary  to 
fcare  the  graver  cas^,  and,  acting  under  an 
order  from  the  division  commander,  I  detailed 
t«"o  assistant  surgeons  to  remain  in  charge  of 
them.  The  citizens  to  whose  houses  they  were 
tikea  gave  every  assiurance  that  our  wounded, 
whether  white  or  black,  should  be  well  cared 
^c— «im1  I  have  good  reasons  for  believing  this 
proaise  has  been  fulfilled.  It  was  here  I  joined 
t*  a  brief  period  my  own  regiment  from  which 
IW  oecessarpy  been  separated  for  a  time.  I 
»d  seen  it  as  it  moved  unflinchingly  into  the 
hi'twet  of  the  fight,  but  had  heard  little  of  its 
<*«Mltie«.  I  knew  not  who  of  my  friends  and 
««>panions  had  fallen,  and  great  was  my  joy  to 
Keel  my  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Adjutant, 
^)>tani,  and  Lieutenant,  not  one  missing,  though 
•Mse  of  them  wodnded.  I  need  hardly  say  it 
was  to  me  an  affecting  meeting. 

Mj  duties  to  others,  which  hitherto  had  called 
■6  everywhere,  appeared  now  to  be  wholly  at 
IB  auL    I  had  now  at  my  command  neither  am- 


bulance, dressings,  medicines,  nor  instruments. 
I  had  "turned  over"  aU  my  supplies  to  the 
"  rebs ;"  and  believing  in  the  philosophy  that 
teaches  that  "self-preservation  is  the  first  law 
of  our  nature,"  I  resolved  to  put  it  into  practice, 
and  so  John  and  I  mounted  our  horses,  agreeing 
we  would  not  stop  until  we  reached  Memphis, 
notwithstanding  the  distance  was  seventy-five 
miles,  and  our  horses  had  not  been  fed  for 
twenty-four  hours.  As  we  passed  rapidly  by 
many  a  weary  footman,  and  some  who  were 
more  poorly  mounted  than  we,  but  one  idea 
seemed  to  eneross  their  mind — an4  that  was, 
that  salvation  depended  whoUy  on  works,  wholly 
on  getting  within  our  lines  before  the  "  rebs" 
9aught  them ;  and  I  confess  I  shared  largely  in 
this  feeling  myself,  as  my  poor  horse  woiud  tes 
tify,  could  he  speak. 

As  "  birds  of  a  feather  flock  together,"  and  as 
"  misery  loves  company,"  so  the  stragglers  who 
had  managed  to  mounj^tbemselves,  from  all  regi- 
ments, and  of  all  complexions,  began  to  consol- 
idate their  forces,  until  we  numbered  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  without  counting  mules.  As 
good  fortune  would  have  it,  we  were  soon  over- 
taken by  about  an  equal  number  of  cavalry,  who 
had  been  cut  off  from  tlieir  main  body.  They 
had  but  two  or  three  rounds  of  ammunition,  and 
we  had  neither  arms  nor  ammunition — ^but  it  was 
proposed  by  us,  and  accepted  by  them,  that  for 

Furposes  of  mutual  protection,  we  keep  together, 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  "regi- 
ment of  mounted  men  without  arms,"  with  an 
imperative  order  to  keep  my  men  from  straggling. 
And  so  we  rode  on  and  on,  weary  and  sleepy, 
and  hungry.  One  of  my  darkies  fell  asleep  on 
his  mule,  and  then  he  fell  on  to  his  head  in  the 
middle  of  the  road.  This  awoke  him,  when  he 
mounted  again  and  came  on.  We  had  travelled 
all  the  night  before,  and  were  now  entering  upon 
another,  and  finding  it  a  delusive  hope  to  reach 
Memphis  without  stopping,  it  was  concluded  to 
halt  for  a  few  hours  during  the  night,  and  rest 
ourselves  and  animals;  and  on  arriving  at  a 
place  three  mQes  west  of  LaGrange,  at  one 
o'clock  at  night,  having  travelled  over  all  the 
by-roads  and  cow-paths  in  the  country,  we  "  went 
into  camp."  This  consisted  in  lying  down  with- 
out your  supper,  upon  a  blanket  if  you  had  one, 
and  upon  the  ground  if  you  hadn't 

At  dawn  of  day,  having  been  perfectly  re- 
freshed by  a  hard  shower,  we  started  off  on  our 
march,  without  "  surgeon's  call,"  and  without 
breakfast  At  Moscow,  we  crossed  Wolf  river 
whore  it  divides  into  two  branches,  making  an 
island.  The  branch  nearest  us  was  bridged ; 
we  passed  over  it  to  the  island  and  pulled  it  up 
after  us — the  bridge,  not  the  branch — in  order 
that  we  might  bridge  the  other.  This  was  a  better 
philosophy  than  me  Irishman's,  whose  blanket 
being  too  short  at  the  bottom,  lengthened  it  with 
a  piece  cut  from  the  top.  It  was  now  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  we  still  had  twenty-four  miles 
to  make  before  reaching  our  lines  at  CoUierville. 
But  we  were  encouraged.  We  felt  sure  we  had 
outstripped  every  body  else  in  this  race  for  dear 
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b'fe  and  liberty,  and  if  any  were  saved  we  should 
be  of  the  number.  I  had  very  little  doubt  my- 
self but  I  should  "  live  to  fight  another  day,"  if 
not  "  to  run  away." 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  we  came 
in  sight  of  our  picket  lines,  and  truly  glad  were 
we.  It  had,  however,  all  along  been  a  trouble- 
some question  to  me  as  to  the  reason  I  should 
assign  for  having  left  the  wounded  behind,  and, 
in  fact,  everybody  else.  The  truth  is,  my  friend, 
I  couldn't  repress  ^he  feeling  that  1  had  acted 
very  cowardly,  and  I  almost  wished  myself  back 
again,  even  at  the  price  of  my  liberty.  But  on 
arriving  al  the  station  at  Collierville,  what  was 
my  astonishment  and  relief  to  see  hundreds  of 
infantry  and  thousands  of  cavalry,  who  had 
arrived  before  us ;  and  to  settle  all  questions  of 
cowardice,  here  were  two  Brigadiers,  a  score  of 
Colonels  and  Lieutenant-Colonels,  including  my 
own,  and  other  commissioned  officers  without 
number,  all  of  whom  had  eclipsed  us  in  this  ex- 
traordinary race.  * 

You  know.  Chaplain,  I  keep  a  fast  horse,  and 
am  a  pretty  fast  man,  but  1  am'  compelled  to 
admit  that  both  horse  and  rider  were  distanced 
this  time. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

L.  Dyer, 

Sorgeon  Eightj-firBt  lUioois. 

COLONEL  McMILLEN'S  LETTER. 

H&u>Qt7AinGB9i,  FiBsr  BiuaADB,  Futtrc  Divisioir,  Suliwajh  ) 
Abmt  Cobms^  Mom»w,  Tixff. ,  June  24, 1861        j 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  twen- 
ty-second instant,  requesting  me  to  give  you  a 
statement  in  writing,  setting  forth  my  views  of 
the  causes  of  our  defeat  at  Brice's  cross-roads, 
my  knowledge  of  your  general  management  of 
the  campaign,  and  whether  or  not,  in  my  opinion, 
you  were  to  blame  for  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  if  so,  to  what  extent. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment: 

First — ^As  to  the  causes  .of  the  defeat 

In  my  opinion,  they  are  to  be  sought  in  the 
nature  of  th  e  campaign  you  were  charged  with 
conducting.  The  expedition  consisted  of  five 
thousand  infantry  and  three  thousand  cavalry, 
with  a  train  of  more  than  two  hundred  wagons, 
making  some  four  thousand  six  hundred  animals 
to  be  subsisted.  Rations  for  the  same  were  trans- 
ported in  the  wagons ;  but,  after  leaving  Lafa- 
yette, you  were  entirely  dependent  on  the  country 
for  forage.  The  line  of  march  was  through  a  coun- 
try devastated  by  the  war,  and  containing  little  or 
no  forage,  rendering  it  extremely  difficult,  and 
for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  impossible, 
to  maintain  the  animals  in  a  serviceable  con- 
dition. The  roads  were  narrow,  leading  through 
dense  forests,  and  over  streams  rendered  almost 
impassable  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  daily, 
from  the  time  we  left  Memphis  until  our  return. 
The  country  was  new  to  you,  and  I  know  the 


difficulty  you  constantly  encountered  in  obtain- 
ing information  concerning  roads  and  the  cross- 
ing of  streams.  Almost  every  man  and  woman 
along  the  line  of  march  is  an  enemy,  eager  to 
communicate  information  of  our  force  and  move- 
ments, but  professing  entire  ignorance  as  to  the 
position  or  number  of  the  enemy.  Laboring 
under  all  these  disadvantages,  you  moved 
against  an  enemy  who  possessed  long  lines  of 
railroad  with  which  to  concentrate  troops  and 
supplies  at  any  point  you  might  threaten.  It 
only  had  to  await  your  arrival  near  the  railroad, 
and,  with  a  superior  force,  overpower  yoor 
army,  and  drive  it  back  with  a  heavy  loss  in  men 
and  material.  Either  you  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  object  of  &ie  expedition  before 
reaching  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemj, 
or  overpower  him  with  Aat  portion  of  your 
army  which  could  be  spared  from  guarding  the 
long  line  of  wagons.  The  latter  you  attempted, 
but  failed  in,  from  the  simple  fact  that  the  enemy 
developed  a  heavier  force  than  you  could  bring 
into  action. 

The  engagement  itself  was,  as  far  as  I  know, 
managed  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit ; 
was  fought  with  spirit,  even  desperation,  and 
and  with  no  loss  of  consequence  in  material  or 
men  (except  the  killed  and  wounded). 

You  were,  however,  defeated  and  obliged  to 
retreat  over  an  impassable  road,  during  a  dark 
night  and  with  exhausted  animals  and  men. 
Under  these  circumstances,  trains  and  artillery 
were  abandoned  in  order  to  save  a  heavier  loss  in 
men. 

Second — ^As  to  your  management  of  the  cam- 
paign. I  have  never  known  greater  efforts  to  be 
maae  by  any  commanding  officer  to  conducts 
colunm  of  tooops  in  an  orderly  and  compact 
manner,  than  were  made  by  you.  I  know  that 
you  were  extremely  anxious  that  the  troops 
should  be  kept  well  in  hand,  ready  for  anyeme^ 
gency,  and  that  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
prevent  surprise.  I  also  know  that  every  means 
was  taken  by  you  to  obtain  information  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  enempr  and  its  strength,  and 
that  your  efforts  in  this  line  were  extremely 
unsatisfactory.  On  the  day  of  the  battle,  the 
column  was  as  well  closed  up  as  the  nature  uf 
the  road  over  which  we  were  moving  would 
permit,  and  the  troops  were  put  into  position  as 
last  as  they  could  come  up. 

Before  closing,  Gijneral,  I  desire  to  bear  tesb- 
mony  to  the  important  fact,  that,  when  we 
reacned  Ripley,  your  judgment  and  the  judg- 
ment of  officers  nigh  in  command,  would  have 
turned  you  back,  had  it  not  been  that  your 
orders  to  proceed  were  positive,  and  for  the 
reason  that  only  a  short  time  before  you  had 
conducted  another  expedition  to  near  die  Banae 
point,  and  had  returned  because  you  conaiderea 
further  progress  extremely  hazardous,  if  not 
impracticabw.  In  the  face  of  this  decision,  you 
were  sent  through  the  same  countir,  encumbered 
with  a  heavy  train,  without,  so  far  as  I  know, 
discretionary  powers,  and  you  went  on  to  meet 
the  disaster  your  better  judgment  told  you  was 
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iflmiorat  should  we  encooDter  an  enemy  in  force 
berood  Ripley. 

As  to  the  slanderous  charges  with  which  the 
ooaiitry  is  being  flooded  concemiug  you  per- 
frjoally,  they  are  simply  false,  and  beneath  your 
cotice  or  mine. 

W.  L.  McMlLLEX, 
Gbknel  Nlnety-flfUi  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding. 

To  Brigadier-General  S.  D.  Sturois,  U.  S.  V. 
William  C.  Ratalle, 
OiiUiD,  Akle-de-Ckmp,  and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  U.  S.  A. 


COLONEL  WARING^  LETTER. 


HuaQTABrBB  Fuarr  Buq.ask,  Catalrt  Vmsvm, 
aiuum  Abxt  Gobfs,  WHirs  diATioir,  TsrxvsEB, 
June  23, 1804. 
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Brjaadier-QenerdL  S.  D.  Sturgis  : 
Giss&KL :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  this 

<kte,  asking  me  to  state  my  opinion  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  conducted  yomrself  in  the  re- 
ctrot  expedition  into  Mississippi,  and  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  failure  of  tlmt  expedition  is  to 
be  tttribated  to  your  fault. 

In  reply,  I  be^  to  state,  that  while  1  was  not 
informed  of  the  precise  orders  under  which  you 
proceeded,  and  liad  no  means  of  knowing  the 
M  hnport  of  the  information  which  you  re- 
oeived  of  the  position,  strength,  and  intentions 
of  the  enemy,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  of 
the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the  forces 
opposed  to  us,  I  at  no  time  doubted  that  it  was 
roar  daty  to  go  on  and  to  engage  the  enemy 
viifrever  he  might  be  found. 

On  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Brice's  cross-roads, 
I  comzDanded  the  head  of  the  column,  and  found 
it  impossible  to  get  any  but  the  most  vague 
information  concerning  the  rebel  force  in  our 
txit,  ODtil  we  actually  reached  the  field  where 
tbe  battle  was  fought  Even  here  it  seemed 
ik/obcfol  that  we  would  meet  with  serious  op- 
pisiticaL 

It  became  necessary  to  send  out  patrols  to 
procare  fuller  information.  The  patrol  toward 
nldwin  almost  immediately  struck  a  strong 
picket  of  the  enemy,  and  was  reinforced  before 
the  oombers  opposed  to  us  could  be  known. 
Ve  were  engaged  by  a  force  which  I  thought, 
«  did  Gener^  Grierson,  must  be  met  by  my 
Tbole  brigade,  and  I  at  once  took  up  the  only 
r^  pNosition  for  more  than  a  mile  to  our  rear. 

I  think  that  you  were  right  in  desiring  to 
^  this  position,  and  nothing  for  the  first  two 
tjOTB  of  die  battle  indicated  that  it  could  not 
be  held  until  the  whole  infantry  force  came  up. 
ladeed,  it  was  held  until  my  brigade  was  re- 
B^'ed  by  the  head  of  the  infantry  column. 
I^tA  when  I  fell  back  to  a  new  position,  I  saw 
CO  reason  why  the  battle  should  not  be  decided 
ia  OBT  faror. 

From  this  time  until  the  retreat  1  was  with 
?0Q,  and  I  had  occasion  to  observe  your  man- 
•poent  of  the  battle.  Here,  certainly,  was  no 
Ci3K  ((X  the  unjust  criticisms  which  have  been 
pMjwi  TiDon  you.  You  were  cool  and  ener- 
P^,  ana  certainly  did  all  that  lay  in  your 
pvTer  to  make  the  engagement  successful ;  and, 


when  defeat  was  evident,  you  did  all  that  could 
be  done  to  prevent  the  disaster  which  followed. 
I  am  confident  that,  owing  to  the  force  and 
vigor  of  the  enemy's  pursuit,  it  was  impossible 
to  save  the  train,  or  the  artillery  which  was  be- 
hind it,  on  the  retreat,  and  that  any  decided 
stand  made  with  the  intention  of  rescuing  the 
infantry,  which  was  last  engaged,  would  have 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  entire  force.  The 
only  plan  by  which  any  of  the  infantry  could  be 
saved,  was  the  one  which  they  instinctively" 
adopted — that  of  taking  to  the  woods  and  fiud- 
ingtheir  own  way  to  our  lines. 

Had  you  taken  the  grave  responsibility  of 
turning  back  the  expedition  at  Ripley,  you 
would  have  avoided  the  disaster  of  the  battle. 
Whether  or  not  you  ought  to  have  done  so,  I 
cannot  decide,  not  knowing  what  your  informa- 
tion was ;  but  I  am  sure,  that  if  you  had,  the 
unfavorable  comments  of  the  discontented  would 
have  been  tenfold  more  loud  and  annoying  than 
thev  now  are. 

The  rude  character  of  the  coimtry  through 
which  we  moved  rendered  all  tactic^  precau- 
tions, except  a  simple  advance  guard,  impossi- 
ble, while  it  was  so  utterly  barren  that  an  im- 
mediate advance  or  retreat  was  necessary  to 
procure  forage  for  teams  and  cavalry  horses. 

Not  turning  back,  you  had  but  one  course  to 
pursue  ;  to  find  the  enemy  where  you  could,  and 
to  fight  him  on  his  own  ground  and  on  his  own 
terms. 

This  you  did  as  well  as  vou  could,  and  I  am 
ready  to  testify,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  battle  and  the  defeat,  that 
you  acquitted  yourself  nobly  and  well,  and  that 
you  merit  the  commendation  of  all  who  have  a 
right  to  express  an  opinion  in  the  matter,  as  you 
have  already  received  that  of  your  comrades, 
who  saw  vou  under  the  trying  circumstances  of 
action  and  defeat 

I  wish  that  any  word  of  mine  could  arrest  the 
slander  that  you  were  und^r  the  influence  of 
liquor  during  the  fight,  but  such  calumnies 
travel  too  fast  for  honest  refutation  to  over- 
take them ;  and  on  this  score  I  can  only  offer 
you  the  modified  consolation  of  saying,  that  I 
and  my  staff",  who  saw  much  of  you  before,  du- 
ring and  after  the  battle,  are  ready  to  brand 
that  falsehood  as  it  deserves  whenever  it  may 
appear  before  us. 

Be  good  enough.  General,  to  accept  the  as- 
surance of  my  personal  regard,  and  command 
my  assistance  whenever  it  may  be  of  service  to 
you. 

Very  respectfullv  and  truly  yours, 
Gbo.  ET.  Warixq, 
Colonel  Fourth  Hiasouri  Cavalry,  commanding. 

W.  C.  Ravalle,  a.  D.  C. 

A  NATIONAL  A0C0C7NT. 

MncPHn,  Ttsns.j  Jane  15, 1804. 

In  lustice  to  the  brave  troops  encaged  by 
Brigadier-General  Sturgis  in  the  late  disastrous 
bat^e  with  the  rebel  Forrest,  at  Brice's  cross- 
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roads,  near  Guntown,  Mississippi,  I,  an  eye- 
witness and  participator  in  the  engagement, 
wi^  present  facilities  for  full  data  and  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  object,  force,  conduct,  and 
management  of  the  expedition,  the  valor  with 
which  our  troops  fought,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  retreat  was  conducted,  cannot  refrain 
from  submitting  the  following  truthful  narrative 
of  events,' just  as  they  occurred,  for  publica- 
tion: 

General  Sturgis  was  ordered  to  strike  the 
line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  a  point 
south  of  Corinth,  destroy  the  same,  and  engage 
any  forces  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  The 
forces  composing  his  expedition  were  four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  infantry,  with  sixteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  in  three  brigades,  under  Colonel  Mc- 
Millen — ^three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
white  troops,  and  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  colored ;  General  Grierson's  division  of 
cava^ :  First  brigade,  under  Colonel  Waring, 
probably  one  thousand  two  himdred  strong,  with 
two  rifled  guns  and  two  sections  of  mountain 
howitzers  (attached  to  Fourth  Missouri  cavalry); 
Second  brigade,  under  Colonel  Winslow,  num- 
bering one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  with 
two  rifled  guns ;  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry  and 
two  rifled  guns ;  Seventh  Wisconsin  light  artil- 
lery. About  two  hundred  wagons,  loaded  with 
supplies  and  ammunition,  composed  the  train. 

The  morning  of  the  tenth  of  June  found  this 
little  army,  complete  in  organization,  in  good 
spirits  and  undoubted  efficiency,  encamped 
together  at  Stubbs*  plantation,  on  the  Ripley 
road.  At  5:30  o'clocfc  a.  m..  Colonel  Waring's 
brigade  took  the  advance  on  tlie  Fulton  road, 
Winslow's  brigade  following,  the  infantry  jwid 
trains  marching  behind.  Two  miles  beyond 
Stubbs'  the  army  crossed  a  swamp,  known  as 
tiie  Hatchie  River,  covered  with  water,  and 
abounding  in  small  creeks  meandering  the  road 
in  great  diversity  The  artillery  and  train  was 
moved  into  the  swflmp  without  any  attempt  be- 
ing made  by  pioneers  to  render  the  crossing 
better,  and  before  all  of  the  train  had  made  the 
passage  the  clearing  through  which  the  road 
ran  was  so  badly  cut  up  as  to  render  a  recross- 
age  impossible.  Two  hours*  work  would  have 
sufficed  to  construct  a  road  upon  which  the 
artillery  and  train  could  have  b^en  recrossed 
with  ease. 

At  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  twenty-three  miles  from 
Ripley,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Tupelo, 
and  six  miles  from  Saltillo,  at  the  cross-roads 
at  Brice's  plantation,  half  a  mile  east  of  a  deep 
creek,  passable  only  by  a  bridge,  and  while  the 
train  was  but  in  part  across  the  Hatchie  swamp, 
the  advance  encountered  the  enemy,  which  it 
immediately  engaged. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Second  brigade  of  cav- 
alry moved  into  position,  half  a  mile  in  advance 
of  the  point  of  intersection  of  -the  Fulton  and 
Pontotoc  road,  defending  this  position.  The 
engagement  had  now  assumed  a  general  charac- 
ter, the  enemy  apparently  in  great  force,  press- 
ing with  vigor  upon  the  whole  line,  whi&  the 


artillery  was  hotly  engaged.  At  two  o'doci  p.  i. 
the  ememy  had  succeeded  in  forcing  our  caY- 
ah;y  back  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  its  first  posi- 
tion, but  the  retirement  was  made  in  pood  order, 
and  the  new  line  was  steadily  held.  At  this 
period  the  infantry,  exhaustea  by  a  march  ol 
live  miles  during  ^e  heat  of  the  day,  at  as 
fast  a  gait  as  it  was  possible  to  move  titan, 
arrived  and  relieved  the  cavalry,  whidi  was 
ordered  by  General  Sturgis  to  fall  back  across 
the  creek. 

The  infantry  went  into  the  fight  with  bravery 
and  determination,  but  exhausted  by  their  forced 
march,  and  outnumbered  and  outflanked  by  their 
fresher  foe.  Fresh  batteries  were  placed  in 
position,  and  added  their  thunders  to  tne  horrid 
tumult  The  dead  and  wounded  had  been  car- 
ried to  the  rear  for  several  hours.  Now  the 
ghastly  t^ong  grew  more  numerous  as  the  tide 
of  battle  surged  with  greater  fierceness  along 
the  line.  Stragglers,  many  of  them  wounded, 
came  in  numbers  from  our  right,  and  from  the 
approaching  sounds  and  rebel  cheers,  it  seemed 
certain  that  the  rebels  had  turned  that  flank 
General  Sturgis  had  arrived  upon  the  field  at 
1:30  o'clock  p.  m.,  yet,  at  the  moment  of  which 
I  write,  numbers  of  our  teams  were  occupying 
the  bridge  of  the  deep  creek  toward  the  en- 
emy, and  being  parked  in  the  field  upon  its  easV 
em  bank.  At  three  o'clock  p.  jl,  the  rebds 
made  a  fierce  attack  along  the  whole  line,  oat- 
flanking  our  troops  to  the  right  and  left,  and 
driving  them  back  in  disorder. 

The  Fourth  cavalry,  in  the  rear  of  the  Second 
cavalry  brigade,  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  cross- 
ing their  horses  over  the  crowded  bridge,  and 
perceiving  the  retreat  of  the  infantry,  they 
were  dismounted  and  formed  upon  the  crest  of 
the  hiU  upon  the  eastern  bank  of  the  creek. 
Here,  with  their  carbines,  under  a  deadly  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery,  they  fought  for  thirty  min- 
utes, covering  the  retirement  of  their  horses,  and 
saving  the  fragments  of  two  infantry  regimftts 
threatened  with  complete  annihilation  or  capture 
by  the  victorious  rebels.  I  wish  to  remark  in 
this  place  that  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  of 
prominence,  that  while  our  entire  army  was  in 
ruU  retreat,  and  a  great  portion  had  already 
crossed  the  creek,  (General  Sturgis  told  him 
that  Colonel  McMUlen  was  driving  the  enemy. 

At  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  that  portion  of  the  army 
not  killed,  wounded,  or  captured,  was  west  of 
the  bridge  retreating  in  disorder,  the  First  brig- 
ade of  cavalry  taking  the  advance  of  the  re 
treating  column.  The  negro  brigade  formed 
first  west  of  the  creek,  and  gave  the  yebels  a 
check,  after  which  it  fell  back  with  the  reced- 
ing masses.  General  Sturgis  now  ordered  the 
Second  cavalry  brigade  to  endeavor  to  get  ahead 
of  the  column  and  stop  the  retreat,  and  it  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  Stubbs',  two  miles  west 
of  the  Hatchie,  and  ten  miles  from  the  cross- 
roads, formed  line  in  front  and  to  both  flanks, 
effectually  stopping  all  except  the  First  brigade, 
which  had  gone  on.  In  the  meantime  a  remnant 
of  an  in&ntry  brigade  had  made  a  stand  foar  or 
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ire  fflfles  west  of  the  creek,  effectoallj  stopping 
fte  rebel  parsmt 

About  nine  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Hatchie  swamp 
TU  completelj  choked  with  artillery,  caissons, 
wi^oDS,  ambolanoes,  and  dead  animals,  the 
dtbra  of  a  broken  armj,  and  General  Sturgis, 
two  miles  ahead  at  Stubbs',  said  that  he  did  not 
opect  to  fave  anj  artillery,  wagons,  or  sap- 
piee,  and  ordered  all  to  move  forward  except 
fte  Second  cavalry  brigade,  directing  Colonel 
Tmdow  to  halt  at  Stnbbs'  nntU  all  the  army 
Isad  moved  past,  and  then  take  the  rear  of 
tte  cohmn  as  far  as  Ripley,  saying  that  at  that 
point  or  just  beyond  he  would  reorganize. 

it  2:30  o'clock  iu  m.  of  the  eleventh  inst, 

CnloDei  Winslow,  supposing  the  army  all  past, 

■k^red  bis  brigade  slowly  in  the  direction  of 

fiptoj,  but  bearing  that  a  portion  of  ^e  brigade 

I  viach  protected  the  rear  toe  previous  night  was 

i  7ttbehnid,the  cavalry  was  halted  at  a  creek 

I  iMt  of  Ripley,  and  waited  for  the  infantry  to 

I  come  up  and  pass.    Here,  as  the  infantry  moved 

!  |Ht,  dke  eoemj  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon 

hb  rear  guard,  which  was  gallantly  met  by  the 

fiixd  and  Foorth  Iowa  cavahry. 

'     The  column  then  moved  slowly  toward  Rip- 

\tf,ti  which  place  it  was  fiercely  attacked  bv 

be  enemy  in  the  rear,  while  the  roads  north 

ad  sooth  of  &e  town  were  occupied  in  force. 

He«,  sgun,  &e  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  cav- 

iby  dq>loy,  manoeuvring  by  squadrons  and  bat- 

MJom,  meeting  the  foe  with  volley  for  volley, 

and  KodiD^  me  buUets  back  into  their  ranks 

inxh  1  fierceness  and  rapidity  more  than  equal 

I  tp  their  own.    The  colored  brigade  was  asain 

I  parted  into  action,  but  after  firing  a  few  voUeys 

!  witboot  checking  the  rebel  advance,  it  retreated 

\  iovn  the  Salem  road. 

The  cofamin  was  then  moved  out  of  Ripley, 
I  ad  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  again  took  the 
I  Mr, %btu]g  severely  for  several  hours.  Twenty 
I  ■&•  from  Colliersville,  the  Second  brigade, 
I  hi»g  out  of  ammunition,  was  relieved  by  ^e 
I  flnMod  New  Jersey,  and  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  of 
Ibe  twetfirh  insl,  having  marched  seventy-five 
•to  m  fifty-two  hours — men  without  rest,  and 
hnn  without  fon^e-^e  renmant  of  the  army 
■rired  it  GoIHersvule.    The  First  cavalry  brig- 
ade bad  saved  its  howitzers.    The  Second  had 
mved  an  its  artillery,  ambulances  and  wounded, 
Hid  accompanying  the  cavahry  were  a  few  in- 
faliy  mounted  on  -mules,  horses,  etc.,  and  a 
Itm  who  had  marched  from  the  battle-field  on 
fcot 
Here  General  Storgis  ssdd  we  would  rest  until 
'  Ae  fiext  mormng,  and  collect  stragglers,  and  as 
areadbrcement  of  two  thousand  fresh  in&ntry 
aei  oa  there,  and  we  were  not  attacked,  I  do 
I  lit  tee  why  it  was  not  done ;  but  at  dark  the 
I  fcd  troops  were  marched  seventeen  miles  to 
I  Vkise  tetion,  where  they  arrived  at  daylight 
itt  next  momir^.    Here  Greneral  Sturgis  ordered 
aietifl  of  his  euausted  cavalry  to  proceed  back 
^GoQieTsvine  and  cover  some  stragglers  re- 
lated to  have  arrived  there. 
Oar  loss  iu  ikoB  battle  was  probably  one  thou- 


sand killed  and  wounded — most  of  the  wounded 
frdling  into  the  enemy's  hands — sixteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  two  hundred  wagons,  and  one  thousand 
five  hundred  prisoners.  After  the  abandonment 
of  the  trains,  most  of  the  infantiv  was  out  of 
ammunition,  and  the  cavalry  had  but  a  few 
rounds  left,  with  no  source  of  supply  All  of 
the  troops  under  my  personal  observation 
fought  with  valor  and  determination  worthy  of 
more  glorious  results,  and  after  the  entire  army 
was  defeated  and  miming  back,  the  men  were 
cool  and  collected,  marching  without  organiza- 
tion to  be  sure,  out  without  panic.  A  little 
judgment  upon  the  part  of  the  comiQander  of 
our  forces  would,  in  the  opinion  of  all  military 
men  present  at  the  retreat,  have  saved  our  artil- 
lery and  trains ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  with  a 
supply  of  ainmunition,  the  Second  brigade  of 
cavalry,  which  stood  so  stauchly  when  all  else 
was  demoralized,  could  have  protected  the  van. 
A  rally  of  the  entire  force  could,  I  think,  have 
been  made  within  four  miles  of  the  battle-field, 
enabling  us  to  bring  oflF  Jhe  greater  portion  of 
our  artillery  and  train,  and  saving  from  capture 
hundreds  of  our  exhausted  men. 

I  cannot  close  this  narrative  without  award- 
ing my  meed  of  just  praise  to  the  lion-hearted 
commander  of  the  Second  cavahry  brigade,  who, 
amid  the  tumult  of  battle,  the  horrors  of  defeat, 
and  the  aggravation  of  horrors  upon  the  retreat, 
was  cool,  collected,  and  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency. His  strong  sense  and  ripened  iudgment 
never  forsook  him,  and,  better  than  all,  he  served 
to  infuse  his  own  spirit  and  devotion  to  duty 
into  his  gallant  command. 

I  have  no  inclination  to  extend  this  narrative 
into  a  criticism  upon  the  General  commanding. 
I  have  made  some^lain  statements  plainly, 
without  comment  Tbey  will,  I  think,  prove 
as  damning  as  the  more  labored  denunciatirin 
could  be.  The  Tenth  Missouri  was  the  only 
artillery  that  was  brought  safe  to  Memphis. 
The  First  brigade  of  cavalry  was  composed  of 
the  Second  New  Jersey,  Fourth  Missouri.  Nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania,  Ninth  Illinois,  and  Seventh 
Indiana  regiments  of  cavalry,  Colonel  Geo.  E. 
Waring,  commanding.  The  Second  brigade. 
Third  and  Fourth  Iowa,  Tenth  Missouri,  and 
Seventh  Illinois  cavahry,  Colonel  E.  F.  Winslow 
conmianding. 

ANOTHEB  AOOOUMT. 

Gaxp  Tsnt-wam  U.  8.  OoLaawD  IxwAsmA 

Fort  Pickbuxg,        > 

MKXFBB,.TsEnr.,  Jane  24,  1861  j 

Sir  :  I  wish  to  give  you  some  particulars  of 
the  defeat  and  disastrous  rout  of  our  forces  in 
the  expedition  under  General  Sturgis— particu- 
kurs  that  fell  under  my  own  observation,  for  I 
was  in  the  midst  of  them  during  their  occur 
rence. 

On  the  tenth,  the  skirmishing  in  front  became 
quite  severe,  but  our  cavalry  slowly  drove  the 
rebels  back,  until  they  arrived  within  about  two 
miles  of  Guntown,  when  their  defence  became 
more  obstinate,  and  our  cavahy  was  compelled 
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to  fall  back.  Colonel  Hoge's  brigade  of  infantry 
being  in  the  advance,  was  immediately  ordered 
to  the  front  on  a  double-quick,  and  the  day 
being  verr  wann,  many  became  over-heated  and 
exhausted,  and  were  compelled  from  faintness 
to  lie  down  by  the  roadbicie.  I  have  it  from  the 
lips  of  those  who  ivere  in  this  brigade,  that  not 
more  than  two  thirds  of  their  men  reached  the 
battle-field.  As  soon  as  this  brigade  had  formed 
in  line  of  battle  the  rebels  came  down  upon 
4hem  with  greut  fury  in  three  lines  of  battle. 
They  withstood  this  impetuous  and  overwhelm- 
ing force  bravely  for  over  half  an  hour,  when 
the  enemy  performed  a  flank  movement,  and 
theur  only  alternative  was  to  retreat  or  be  cap- 
tured. By  this  time,  however,  the  Second  bri- 
gade had  arrived,  and  was  brought  immediately 
into  action,  and  were  successful  in  checking  the 
assault  of  the  enemy  and  in  holding  him  at  bay 
for  nearly  an  hour.  In  the  interim  the  train 
had  been  hurried  up  and  corralled  in  an  open 
field  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  battle- 
field. The  Third  brietwie  (colored)  had  in  the 
morning  been  disposed  along  the  train,  four  men 
to  each  wagon,  as  a  guard ;  as  fast  as  this  bri- 
gade could  l)e  assembled  by  companies  they 
were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  were  soon  con- 
fronting the  enemy  in  deadly  conflict 

By  the  time  this  brigade  had  all  arrived  on 
the  field,  the  other  brigades  were  fleeing  to  the 
rear  in  considerable  confusion  and  disorder, 
many  throwing  away  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments before  they  were  fairly  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  the  panic  was  discovered  the 
train  was  ordered  to  retreat;  but  as  the  ene- 
my's artillery  had  attained  almost  a  perfect 
range  of  the  field  where  the  wagons  were  cor- 
ralled and  the  road  upon  which  the  retreat  was 
ordered,  many  of  the  teamsters  unhitched  their 
mules,  and  soldiers,  mounting  them,  rushed 
frightened  and  panio-strickerv  to  the  rear,  their 
pace  being  somewhat  accelerated  by  the  close 
proximity  of  shot  and  bursting  shell.  In  this 
way  the  road  became  blocked,  and  at  least  two 
thirds  of  our  supply  and  ammunition  train  was 
either  destroyed  or  captured.  The  Third  bri- 
gade held  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  most  of 
Qie  artillery  and  the  remainder  of  the  train  had 
succeeded  in  getting  a  mile  or  so  to  the  rear ; 
but  they  were  soon  overwhelmed  and  flanked 
on  three  successive  lines  of  battle,  and  were 
comt)elled  to  retreat  precipitously. 

By  this  time  our  arjpy  was  in  a  perfect  rout, 
and  every  one  who  was  not  disabled  rushed  to 
the  rear,  while  many  of  the  wounded  who  could 
ride  were  mounted  on  mules  and  with  difficulty 
pressed  their  way  along  with  the  crowd.  Night 
now  coming  on,  the  enemy  ceased  their  pursuit 
Never  was  darlpiess  more  welcome  or  aistance 
more  enchanting  to  the  view,  than  to  that  de- 
voted army  on  mis  occasion. 

It  is  imposible  to  give  anything  like  a  correct 
estimate  of  the  number  of  killed  or  wounded  in 
this  engagement,  as  they  nearly  all  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.    It  is  sapposed,  however, 


that  they  will  number  over  five  hundred.  Our 
loss  in  prisoners  was  considerable,  as  many  of 
our  men,  after  becoming  panic-stricken,  rushed 
to  the  woods  in  all  directions,  and  were  gobbled 
up  by  the  rebel  cavalry. 

What  was  left  of  our  army  continued  their 
march  all  night  long,  and  what  remained  of  our 
artillery  and  train  becoming  blocked  and  stuck 
in  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  river,  was  abau- 
doned. 

About  six  o'clock  the  following  morning  we 
reached  Ripley,  and  found  that  our  fleeing  ioTce» 
had  halted,  apparently  for  a  rest  E\^ry  man 
appeared  to  be  goin^  on  his  own  hook,  and  car- 
ing for  no  one  but  himself.  We  had  been  here 
scarcely  more  than  an  hour  when  an  ominous 
firing  was  heard  on  the  south  and  east  of  the 
town,  showing  that  the  enemy  were  still  in  hot 
pursuit  At  this  indication  the  most  of  the 
cavalry  started  to  the  rear,  together  with  the 
infantry,  who  were  without  arms  or  ammuni- 
tion, and  the  wounded  who  were  mounted. 
That  portion  of  the  infantry  who  had  retained 
their  arms  prepared  for  resistance  ne^r  the  cen- 
tre of  the  town.  On  came  the  rebels  with  most 
hideous  yells,  and  a  severe  fight  ensued,  which 
lasted  nearly  two  hours,  when  our  forces  were 
completely  routed  and  driven  to  the  woods. 
While  fighting  at  this  place,  large  numbers  of 
men  and  women  secreted  in  the  houses,  fired 
upon  our  men  from  the  doors  and  windows,  and 
Colonel  McCraig,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
tieth Illinois,  was  shot  dead  in  this  manner 
while  bravely  urging  on  his  men.  Our  men 
becoming  enraged  at  the  sight  of  this,  poured  a 
volley  among  them,  killing  and  wounding  sev- 
eral women.  After  this  engagement,  our  forces 
made  no  resistance  as  a  body,  but  kept  con- 
stantly retreating  and  skirmishing.  I  would 
say,  however,  that  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  made 
themselves  very  useful  as  a  rear  guard,  and 
would  compliment  their  coolness  and  bravery 
amid  the  heat  and  excitement  of  this  disastrous 
retreat.  The  appearance  of  the  road  over  which 
we  retreated  but  too  plainly  indicated  how 
serious  was  this  disaster.  It  was  completely 
lined  with  hats,  boots,  shoes,  coats,  saddles,  and 
harness^  while  there  was  no  end  to  arm^  and 
accoutrements. 

A  man  woidd  pick  up  an  old  horse  or  any- 
thing that  was  ridable,  and  mounting  it,  would 
soon  ride  it  down  and  leave  it  by  the  road-side ; 
another  man  being  almost  exhausted,  seeing  the 
animal,  would  mount  it  again,  and  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  stick  or  spur  would  urge  it  along  for  a 
mile  or  two  further,  until  finally  the  animal  would 
drop  by  the  road-side  and  was  then  left  to  die. 
In  this  manner  the  greater  portion  of  what  was 
left  of  our  army  fled  for  two  days  and  night3 
without  food  or  sleep,  and  reached  Memphis  on 
Sunday,  the  twelfth,  having  performed  a  march 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  that  time, 
which  required  ten  days  to  accomplish  when 
going  out  Every  day  since,  men  have  been 
straggling  in,  and  the  experience  of  some  ia 
almost  heart-rending.    A  colored  man  from  my 
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on  oompuy,  who  reached  diis  place  last  eyen- 
iog.  reports  that  he  and  two  omers  were  cap- 
tned  by  the  rebelfl  near  Lagrange,  Tennessee, 
ffii  were  tied  together  with  a  rope,  and  then 
gkot  His  two  companions  fell  dead,  while  he 
w  only  wounded  in  the  left  arm,  and  by  a 
herons  moyement  clipped  the  rope  over  his 
Imd  and  nuraculously  escaped  to  the  brush 
ftiile  tbej  were  firing  at  him.  This  is  bnt  a 
Bugle  instance  among  many  that  might  be  men- 
tkined. 

To  the  colored  troops  this  has  been  bnt  a  re- 

ttctment  of  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre.  Reports 

mdi  08  from  all  auarters,  of  the  brutal  murder 

of  Qv  cobred  soldiers  and  their  officers,  who 

y  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 

wmj.  That  our  government  does  not  institute 

;  rttalktofy  measures  ibr  such  barbarous  treat- 

I  seiA  of  its  soldiers,  is  becoming  the  wonder- 

I  Bent  of  all,  and  of  vital  interest  to  the  officers  in 

I  oor  colored  r^ments. 

i   These  troops,  in  the  late  expedition,  were 

I  ader  the  command  of  Colonel  Edward  Bouton, 

I  of  tiie  Fifty-nintfa  United  States  infantry,  and 

I  leeeived  many  compliments  from  white  regi- 

■e&u  for  their  bravery  and  unflinching  obsti- 

aer  in  repelling  the  enemy  while  on  the  retreat 

bm  Ountown.    As  a  general  thing  the  colored 

KkHen  retained  their  arms  and  accoutrements, 

ndminy  a 'white  soldier  has  said  since  our 

mam  that  he  owed  his  escape  to  the  colored 

tejps. 
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THE  SIEOE  OF  FRANEFOBT. 

GOVSNOR  BRAULEFTE'S  LETTER.    . 

ExBixmvi  DspjumncfT,     > 
FnuncFOSr,  Jane  18, 1864.  j 

As  vBrions  statements  have  gone  forth  in  ref- 
emee  to  the  assault  upon  this  city  by  the 
iAeiB,it  is  deemed  proper  to  give  to  the  public 
the  official  r^rt  of  General  l2nd^y,  Inspector- 
j  Geseral  of  Kentucky. 

i  I  wifl  remark  that  General  Lindsey's  sleepless 
I  ^^ibnce,  tireless  energy,  and  superior  efficiency, 
I  «ed  by  Colonel  George  W.  Monroe,  of  the 
|i»w^-eecond  Kentuc^  Infantry,  Adjutants 
!  G««il  John  Bo^le,  and  Quartermaster-General 
I  &-  0.  Soddarth,  Kentucky  is  mainly  indebted  for 
I  tfce  Kcaiitj  of  her  capital,  with  its  valuable 
I  pi^  property. 

I  ^fts  yooDg  men  of  Frankfort,  and  from  Peak's 

I  naiMl  Bald  Knob  precincts,  who  so  nobly  ral- 

«•»  to  the  defence,  and,  with  the  dauntless  nerve 

^y*te"g»,  met  a  foe  superior  in  numbers  and 

wpilsiJ  him,  and  who  stood  ready  and  pre- 


y  pttriotigm  which  should  ttirill  every  Ken- 
^■y  Jw*rt  with  pride,  and  nerve  every  Ken- 
■*r  «nn  for  simyar  deeds  of  courageous  and 
■■wya^-defence. 


Their  names,  together  with  those  chivahic 
and  brave  men  from  other  parts  of  our  common 
country  who  took  part  in  the  defence,  shall  be 
enrolled  and  preserved  among  the  archives  of 
the  State  as  worthy  of  their  country's  highest 
meed  of  praise. 

Thos.  E.  Bramlette, 

Governor  of  Kontacky. 

GENERAL  LIKDSET'S  REPORT. 

Hkadquartcrs  KB.vrucRT  State  Guard,  ) 

iHSPBOrolt-GKinCRAL'S  OmoB,  } 

FRANKroRT,  June  18, 1864.     ) 

General   John   Boyle,   AcfjutarUrChneral   Ken" 

iucky: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  defence  of  the  State  capital 
against  the  recent  attack  of  a  detachment  of 
General  John  H.  Morgan's  guerrilla  forces. 

The  capture  of  the  morning  train  from  FiOuis- 
ville,  on  the  eighth  instant,  was  the  first  intima- 
tion had  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  Supposing  the  cutting  of 
the  road  to  have  been  the  work  of  some  small 
marauding  band  of  horse-thieves,  who  ^^uld 
immediately  endeavor  to  escape,  I  ordered  a  de- 
tachment of  the  First  Kentucky  Scouts  to  take 
the  road  as  soon  as  possible,  and  march  by  the 
way  of  Mount  Eden  to  Taylorsville,  on  which 
route  it  was  thought  the  depredators  could 
either  be  intercepted  or  their  whereabouts  as- 
certaii.cd.  Before  the  scouts  could  march,  how- 
ever, "^  e  learned  that  Morgan  in  force  liad  suc- 
ceede«'  in  getting  in  between  us  and  the  United 
States  forces,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  S  G.  Burbridge ;  had  captured  Mount 
Sterling  and  Paris ;  and  had  burnt  the  bridges 
on  the  Kentucky  Central  Raihroad.  These  events, 
occurring  on  the  same  day  the  road  was  cut  be- 
tween here  and  Louisville,  presented  the  view 
of  concerted  action,  and  led  to  the  belief  that 
the  enemy  had  an  objective  point  somewhere 
between  the  break  in  the  Central  Railroad  at 
Paris,  and  that  upon  the  road  from  here  to  Lou- 
isville. This  place,  it  seemed  to  me,  held  out 
greater  inducements  to  him  than  any  other; 
inasmuch  as  Tiere  he  could  strike  the  greatest 
blow  to  the  State  by  the  destruction  of  the  pub- 
lic records,  &c. ;  and  could  arm  his  new  recruits, 
whom  he  was  rapidly  mounting,  as  he  passed 
along,  upon  the  finest  stock  ever  produced  in 
the  Bhie  Grass  region.  In  addition  to  this,  Gen- 
eral Burbridge,  having  come  upon  his  rear,  as  we 
were  informed  by  special  courier,  was  pressing 
him  with  the  utmost  vigor.  Here  he  could  pro- 
cure artillery,  and  cross  his  command  in  a  few 
hours ;  and,  destroying  the  bridges,  avoid,  or  so 
delay  pursuit  as  to  be  able  to  strike  the  Louis- 
ville and  Nashville  Raihoad  with  impunity. 

In  view  of  these  conclusions,  which  subse- 
quent events  proved  to  be  correct,  it  was  deter- 
mined not  to  send  any  part  of  the  cavalry  away ; 
and  by  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Gt^ver- 
nor,  the  miUtia  of  the  county — the  Thirty-sixth 
regiment — ^under  Colonel  Keenon,  was  ordered 
out  and  the  various  roads  picketed.    The  rail- 
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road  being  again  open  to  Louisville,  exertions 
were  made  to  ship  tne  public  papers  and  stores 
of  every  kind  to  that  pLce.  All  night  long  the 
work  of  loading  the  train  was  kept  up,  until 
every  car  was  mled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  It 
is  useless  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  various 
departments  and  their  clerks  discharged  their 
laborious  duties  with  diligence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  the  train  contain- 
ing the  public  property,  with  a  guard,  composed 
of  the  clerks  of  the  various  offices,  and  volunteers 
from  the  militia  and  strangers  in  the  city— all 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Tilford,  of  the  Ad- 
jutant^neral's  office— started  for  Louisville. 
When  nearing  PleasureviUe  the  road  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire.  The  engine  was  imme- 
diately reversed,  and  the  train  attacked  by 
guerrillas.  The  guard  succeeded  in  defending 
the  train,  on  which  a  running  fire  was  kept  up 
for  several  miles,  and,  notwithstanding  the  road 
was  obstructed  with  rails,  &c.,  every  two  or 
three  hundred  vards,the  train  and  guards  unin- 
jured reached  the  depot  at  7:15  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  enrolled  militia  of  this  city.  Peak's  Mill 
preciflct,  and  other  parts  of  the  county,  had  been 
coUeoting  during  the  day.  A  squad  under  Cap- 
tain Saiford  Groins  were  sent  to  man  the  guns 
in  the  fort ;  a  small  guard  being  at  the  arsenal, 
the  remainder  were  placed  in  barracks  near  the 
city. 

Finding  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  all 
the  details  and  at  the  same  time  exercise  general 
command,  I  availed  myself  of  the  services  of 
Colonel  George  W.  Monroe,  Twenty-second  Ken- 
tucky infantry,  who  at  all  times  has  been  found 
willing  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  country  and 
State,  and  placed  him  in  command  of  forces  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  and  distributing  them, 
with  orders  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  these 
headquartera. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  the  militia  force 
was  coUected  at  the  Arsenal  for  equipment,  and 
then,  by  Colonel  Monroe,  distributed  between 
the  fort,  the  arsenal,  and  the  bridge  leading  to 
South  Frankfort 

I  sent  a  special  messenger  through  to  Louis- 
ville, with  an  order  to  Colonel  Gathright,  com- 
manding the  militia  of  Jefferson  county,  to  turn 
%)ut  his  command  for  service,  and  to  act,  on  con- 
sultation with  Mr.  Gill,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  railroad,  in  establishing  connection  between 
here  and  Louisville,  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  at 
the  most  important  points  for  the  protection  of 
the  road.  LieutenantColonel  Oraig  was  sent 
from  here  with  a  company,  composed  of  detach- 
ments from  the  First  Kentucky  scouts  and  the 
militia,  as  a  guard  to  a  construction  train,  with 
orders  to  repair  whatever  damage  had  been 
done  to  this  end  of  the  road.  This  expedition 
returned  in  the  evening,  without  being  able  to 
accomplish  their  mission.  Colonel  Craig  found 
the  enemy  posted  in  the  stockade  near  Benson 
bridge,  and,  charging  them,  drove  them  out  and 
across  the  creek,  captnrine  two  horses,  with  the 
loss  of  one  man  wounded  and  three  missing ; 


what  damage  he  did  the  enemy  he  was  onablJ 
to  ascertain. 

These  persistent  efforts  to  stop  aQ  use  of  thi 
Louisville  and  Frankfort  Railroad  demonstrate^ 
that  we  were  in  danger ;  and  when  the  newi 
was  received  that  Mor^n  was  at  G^orgetovnu 
no  one  could  doubt  his  intentions.  We,  here  m 
Frankfort,  were  not  long  in  finding  out  what 
those  intentions  were. 

About  seven  o'clock  p.  m.,  tenth  instant,  * 
picket  came  into  my  headquarters  and  announe€<| 
that  the  eueniv  were  advancing  on  the  Georyc^ 
town  pike.  The  detachment  of  scouts  had  ~ 
ordered,  but  a  short  time  before,  to  be  prepare 
to  strengthen  the  pickets  on  any  road  that  migl 
be  threatened.  They  were  immediately 
out  the  Georgetown  pike.  Colonel  Monroe 
myself  accompanied  them  as  Bar  as  the  oemetei 
gate,  when  I  was  informed  by  a  picket  Btation< 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  in  position  to  see  the 
Owenton  pike,  that  a  large  force  was  advancing 
on  that  road.  Hearing  nothing  from  the  pickets 
stationed  at  Hord'^  house,  I  rather  doubted  the 
information,  and  leaving  Colonel  Monroe  to  de- 
fend the  Georgetown  pike,  I  took  six  mounted 
men  and  started  out  on  the  Owenton  road.  I 
had  not  gone  &r  when  I  discovered  the  enemy 
moving  up  the  hill  to  attack  the  fort  Ordering 
the  cavalry  that  were  with  me  to  make  for  the 
fort  by  the  road  leading  up  the  hill  next  to  the 
nver,  I  made  my  way  up  the  hill,  reaching  the 
summit  just  in  lime  to  see  the  men  driven  from 
the  advanced  gun  and  the  enemy  take  possession 
of  it.  I  was  met  bv  a  large  number  of  negroe&j 
who  had  been  usea  in  bmlding  a  redoubt,  and 
who  were  running  for  the  fort  I  changed  their 
couree,  and  made  them  go  down  the  hul,  to  the 
left  near  the  river.  No  negroes  were  allowed 
in  the  fort  I  had  no  intention  of  using  them  as 
soldiers,  and  knowing  that  if  the  enemy  should 
succeed  in  taking  the  place  they  would  be  mur- 
dered, I  ordered  them  from  the  hiU. 

By  this  time  the  enemy,  about  sixty  strong, 
were  advancing  rapidly  upon  the  fort,  from  the 
direction  of  the  gun  they  had  captured ;  a  por^ 
tion  taking  shelter  behind  a  stone  wall,  und^ 
cover  of  which  they  could  approach  nearer  the 
fort  As  I  rode  aroimd  to  the  entrance,  I  ob- 
served about  twenty-five  of  the  enemy  moving 
in  the  direction  of  the  ravine  on  the  west  slope 
of  the  hill,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  fort  I 
gave  the  command  **  fire,"  and  with  a  few  rounds 
the  enemy  were  repulsed ;  as  they  were  also  in 
two  succeeding  assaults. 

In  the  firat  assault,  Major  T.  J.  Hutchinson 
and  John  Ooleman,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Enrdled 
Militia  of  Franklin  county,  were  wounded  while 
working  the  guns  in  the  fort  Major  Hutchin- 
son was  wounded  in  the  £Eu:e,  and  John  Coleman 
in  the  breast,  both  seriously,  but  neither  mor- 
tally. Information  was  received  through  pris- 
oners, that  the  enemy  lost  five  men  wounded ; 
and  there  was  one  horae  captured  by  us. 

Hostilities  having  ceased  for  a  while,  and 
Colonel  Monroe  arriving,  it  was  conduded  to 
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Msd  ft  detacfament  for  each  of  the  two  gmis 
oofiBide  of  the  {<xL  Colonel  Monroe  commanded 
ooe  of  the  detachments  in  person,  and  Mr.  Thos. 
Baford,  of  Woodford  county,  the  other.  This 
work  thej  accomplished.  These  gons  were 
oorered  bj  a  fire  nrom  the  fort ;  had  they  not 
been,  the  presence  of  mind  of  young  Frank 
Gut  in  bringing  away  the  friction  primers 
woold  have  prevented  the  enemy  from  using 
tbein  against  os. 

Tuo  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  Ser- 
mot  Johneon,  of  the  Second  Maryland ;  Captain 
UD.  Coins,  of  this  place ;  Mr.  Albert  Bayliss,  of 
Saetby;  ukI  Mr.  J.  B.  Gibson,  of  Cincinnati, 
the  latter  an  old  Kentucky  Military  Institute 
odet;  aod  also  Ci^tain  Fletcher,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
Mr.  Schwitzker,  for  their  bravery  and  efficiency 
ta  handhog  the  guns  in  the  fort 

This  defence  would  have  been  creditable  to 
tk  aihtia,  bad  their  number  been  sufficient  to 
kiTe  lined  the  pan^>et  from  one  end  to  the 
other ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that,  when  the  first  as- 
•ih  VIS  made,  there  were  not  over  forty  men 
nthef<ut.  *' 

Waiting  until  after  midnight  to  see  if  the  at- 
iKk  would  be  renewed,  I  then  turned  the  com- 
■nd  of  the  fort  over  to  Colonel  Monroe,  and 
rode  down  to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
the  arsenal  and  other  points  of  defence.  At  the 
KKoal  I  found  yourself  in  command,  aided  by 
<)iartermaster4ieneral  Suddarth,  and  everything 
it  preparation  for  its  defence.  The  bridge  was 
dactoaJlY  guarded  by  a  detachment  under 
cowimnd  of  Captain  Jno.  M.  Hewitt 

About  daylight  I  relieved  Colonel  Monroe. 
The  eaemy  were  found  to  be  occupying  all  the 
roads  leadW  into  the  city.  Several  attempts 
were  made  by  them  to  approach  the  arsenal 
ttroQgh  the  cemetery  and  by  the  railroad,  but 
tke  ihells  thrown  from  the  guns  at  the  fort,  and 
a  gtm  at  the  arsenal  kept  them  back.  The 
mtaj  blowing  themselves  frequently  on  the 
kifc  southwest  of  the  city,  two  guns  (twenty- 
mod  Parrotta)  at  the  fort  under  charge  of 
mmn.  Gibson,  Bayliss,  and  Buford,  shelled 
them  with  considerable  effect,  as  it  was  learned 
Aat  five  were  killed  and  five  wounded,  and 
mttnl  dead  horses  mark  the  localities  at  which 
tiMy  felL  A  fla^  of  truce  appearing,  the  firing 
eased.  I  will  here  state  that  during  the  sus- 
yeanoQ  of  hostilities  occasioned  by  the  entrance 
flf  the  flag  of  trace,  the  enemy  were  discovered 
m  the  north  side  of  the  river,  advancing  through 
fce  eesMtery,  and  by  mj  orders  tEey  were 
•hefted.  For  further  particulars  I  refer  you  to 
CUood  Monroe's  rep<vt  which  I  herewith  trans- 
ait  to  you. 

(k  ^be  morning  of  flie  twelfth  instant, 
ObsseuI  Harlan,  with  a  detachment,  recon* 
the  hills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
tl^  Louisville  turnpike  gate  around  to  the 
without  discovering  any  indication  of 
•s  esemy.  In  ihe  evening  of  the  same  day 
Cekael  Jordan,  of  the  Ninth  Penns^vania  cav- 
*▼.  arrived  with  his  command. 

Oq  Che  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  the  command 
Vou  Xl^Doa       12 


of  the  city  having  been  turned  over  to  Colonel 
Jordan,  the  militia  were  relieved  from  duty,  and 
were  addressed  by  Greneral  Harlan  on  behalf  of 
his  Excellency  €k>vemor  Bramlette. 

The  citizens  of  this  city  and  the  State  at  large 
are  under  obligations  to  Colonel  Monroe  for  his 
services  in  defence  of  the  Capital,  and  I  here 
tender  him  my  thanks  for  his  valuable  assistance 
to  me. 

I  here  make  honorable  mention  of  the  volun- 
teer militia  under  General  Harlan  and  Captain 
Hewitt,  who  rendered  efficient  services  in  guard- 
ing the  raibroad  bridges  during  the  night  of  the 
fifteenth  instant 

(Quartermaster-General  Suddarth,  with  the 
assistance  of  Quartermaster  Armer,  Mr.  Poynter, 
and  Lieutenant  Venable,  Quartermaster  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  regiment  enrolled  militia,  attended 
in  an  efficient  manner  to  the  duties  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's and  Commissary's  departments. 

Colonel  Eeenon  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command  deserve  especial  praise  for  their 
prompt  response  to  the  call  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor.  The  Thirty-sixth  regiment  have 
furnished  another  evidence  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
militia,  and  of  the  fact  that  they  are  readv  and 
willing  to  defend  their  State  whenever  called  ou 
to  do  so. 

The  presence  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  Attorney-General  Harlan  animated  the  men,, 
and  contributed  very  materiaUy  to  the  defence 
of  the  fort 

I  am  under  obli^tions  to  W.  A.  (Raines  and 
George  Watson,  volunteer  aides,  for  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Very  respectfully, 

You^  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LiNDSET, 
Ingpeotor-Oeaend  Kentacky. 

COLONEL  MONROE'S  BEPORT. 


BlADQUi: 


FRAXKion,  Jane  18, 1804.     / 


Inspedor-Oenercd  D.  W.  Lindsey: 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  t^e  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  during  the  three  days' 
sieee  of  Frankfort : 

In  compliance  with  special  orders  from  Head- 
quarters Elentucky  State  Guard,  of  date  June 
ninth,  I  assumed  command  of  the  active  forces 
in  and  around  the  city,  and  proceeded  directly  to 
place  the  city  in  a  position  for  defence.  Tlie 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  my  staff  : 
Captam  J.  M.  Mills,  A.  A.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of 
Staff;  Lieutenants  John  M.  Hewitt,  jr.,  Yoder 
Brown,  and  John  A.  Crittenden,  Aides-de-Camp. 
1  instructed  Colonel  Ed.  Keenon,  commanding 
Thirty-sixth  regiment  enrolled  militia,  and 
lieutenant  Denton,  commanding  Kentucky 
Scouts,  to  report  to  me  immediately  the  available 
force  imder  their  command.  The  reports  were 
promptly  furnished ;  and  I  ascertained  that  my 
active  foroe,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
amounted  to  only  one  hundred  and  eiehty-three 
men.  With  this  force  I  had  to  defena  the  fort, 
arsenal,  bridges,  and  all  the  roads  leading  into 
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town.  Feeling  that  the  sitnation  was  a  critical 
one,  and  determining  to  resist  to  the  last  any 
attack  which  should  be  made  and,  thinking 
the  fort  the  better  point  for  resistance,  I  ordered 
Colonel  Keenon  to  summon  the  remainder  of  his 
regiment  and  occupy  the  fort,  with  instructions 
to  all  detachments  who  were  defending  the  en- 
trances to  the  town  to  fall  btkck  upon  that  point, 
in  case  they  could  not  hold  their  positions.  I 
inspected  the  fort,  and  found  the  ordnance  and 
stores  in  good  condition,  but  no  regular  artillery 
force  to  man  the  guns.  I  then  directed  Cktlonel 
Keenon  to  furnish  Sergeant  Johnson,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Maryland  infantry,  with  a  force  from  his 
command  to  work  the  cannon,  which  being  done, 
I  commenced,  in  order  to  stren^hen  the  position, 
the  construction  of  two  redoubts,  with  a  line  of 
rifle-pits  to  protect  them,  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  the  fort — ^impressing  for  this  purpose 
about  seventy-five  negro  men.  This  work,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  did  not  allow  me  to  complete,  as 
will  be  shown  hereafter. 

After  this  disf^osition  of  the  force,  I  rode  to 
your  headquarters  to  report,  and  while  there 
received  information  thai  tlie  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing toward  town,  upon  the  Lexington  pike, 
with  a  force  estimated  at  two  hundred.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  Lieutenant  Denton,  of  the 
scouts,  to  take  thirty  men,  and  ascertain  the 
truth  of  this  report  A  few  moments  after  the 
detachment  started,  I  determined  to  go  mysehF 
:and  find  out  the  exact  state  of  the  case,  as  I  ap- 
prehended great  danger  from  that  direction.  I 
asked  you  to  accompany  me,  which  you  did  ;  and 
advancing  up  the  road  as  far  as  the  cemetery 
gate,  we  met  the  detachment  returning,  who  re- 
ported the  enemy  advancing  in  large  force.  We 
then  rallied  the  detachment,  and  dismounting  a 
portion  of  them,  sent  them  with  a  few  infantry 
pickets,  to  the  old  railroad  cut  on  the  left,  to 
drive  back  the  force  said  to  be  advancing  in  that 
direction. 

In  the  meantime  you  had  taken  six  men  and 
started  for  the  Owenton  pike,  with  the  intention 
of  cutting  ofif  the  force  supposed  to  be  in  the  old 
railroad  cut  I  started  with  the  few  remaining 
of  the  detachment  of  cavalrv  toward  the  toU- 
gate,  and  arriving  at  the  old  depot  on  the  hiU, 
saw  a  squad  of  about  twenty  rebel  cavalry  mov- 
ing on  my  left  flank  in  direction  of  the  fort  A 
squad  of  four  men  were  seen  approaching  mv 
right  from  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ambrose  Dud- 
ley's house.  Six  men  and  a  sergeant  were  de- 
spatched back,  down  the  pike,  to  the  road  leading 
from  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Page's  farm,  to  intercept  the 
squad,  but  they*  did  not  attei^pt  to  approach  the 
pike. 

While  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
on  my  left,  the  firmg  conmienced  at  the  fort,  and 
lookine  in  that  direction,  I  could  plainly  see  the 
enemy  s  sharpshooters  ascending  the  knoU  in 
front  of  the  partially-constructed  redoubts,  in 
which  cannon  had  been  placed.  I  watched  the 
^engagement  with  feelings  never  before  expe- 
rienced— ^knowiuK  that  if  the  fort  was  taken,  the 
«ity  was  doomed.    The  enemy  was  doubtless 


aware  of  the  force  defending  the  fort,  from  the 
manner  of  assault,  and  desperation  with  whidi 
it  was  made.  At  this  juncture,  you,  with  the  six 
men  with  you,  had  attempted  to  ascend  the 
Eastern  slope  of  the  hill  and  reach  the  fort;  hot 
being  intercepted  by  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  a  long  line  of  abatis  in  your  front, 
the  cavalry  were  compelled  to  deploy  around  the 
brow  of  the  hill  to  the  left  while  you  dauntlessly 
pushed  your  way  through  the  abatis,  being 
closely  piursued  and  fired  upon  almost  to  the 
very  gate  on  the  western  end  of  the  fort 

Your  timely  and  safe  arrival  inspired  the  m^ 
with  fresh  courage  and  determination,  and  largely 
contributed  to  their  success.  The  artflleristB 
in  charge  of  the  guns  at  the  redoubts  aUuded  to, 
having  no  force  whatever  to  support  them,  after 
firing  one  or  two  rounds,  abandoned  their 
position,  and  the  enemy  became  so  elated  and 
emboldened  as  to  press  quickly  forward  across 
the  intervening  space  toward  tiie  fort,  making  i 
fierce  and  daring  assault  The  result  was  i 
severe  and  quick  repulse ;  every  man  in  the 
walls  standing  to  his  post,  and  the  assailants, 
meeting  with  such  a  steady  fire  and  heroic  n- 
sistance,  retired  as  hastily  as  they  came.  The 
fighting  was  renewed  at  intervals  for  two  hours, 
when  the  enemy  retired,  burning  tiie  barracks, 
situated  near  the  Owenton  pike. 

The  casualties  of  the  assault  were  two  wooDd- 
ed — ^Major  T.  J.  Hutchinson,  and  private  John 
Coleman  of  Thirty-sixth  raiment  of  militia 
Neither  of  the  wounds  are  mortal;  and  both 
will  soon  recover. 

While  you  were  thus  superintending  mat- 
ters at  the  fort,  I  remained  on  tiie  Lexington 
pike  with  mv  squad  of  cavalry,  determincNd,  if 
possible,  to  hold  in  check  any  attacking  force 
sufficiently  long  for  the  citizens  to  reach  the 
fort,  but,  as  it  was  growing  dark  and  the  gun- 
ners could  not  see  sufficiently  plainly,  they  mis- 
took us  for  the  enemy,  onening  fire  upon  us,  and 
landed  a  couple  of  shells  uncomfortably  near. 
I  then  withdrew  with  my  men  to  the  arsenal, 
and,  after  giving  them  instructions,  joined  yon 
at  the  fort  -At  midnight  thirty  men  were  se- 
lected, and  dividing  into  two  squads,  placing  one 
in  charge  of  Captain  Thomas  Buford,  I  went 
out  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  fate  d 
the  guns  in  the  redoubts,  and  proceeding  caor 
tioumy,  we  found  them  entirely  unmole^ed  in 
their  places,  and  brought  them  into  the  fort 
Owing  to  the  vigorous  fire  the  enemy  received, 
and  the  decided  repulse,  they  retired  so  hastilj 
as  not  to  even  take  time  to  spike  them.  Thus 
ended  the  conflict  of  Friday,  the  tenth. 

Knowing  that  the  attack  would  be  renewed 
about  daylight,  if  at  all,  every  preparation  was 
made  for  it ;  but  daylight  came  and  the  old  flag 
waved  over  us  still. 

On  Saturday  morning,  as  early  as  five  o'clock, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  and  at  six  o'clock  a  flag  of  truce  was 
seen  to  approstch  the  wooden  bridge.  The 
bearers  were  met  on  the  other  side  by  Lieutenant 
Armer  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Gaines,  volunteer  Aides-de- 
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Qmpf  who  blindfolded  them,  and  reported  them 
Id  Cq)tam  Mills,  at  the  north  end  of  the  bridge ; 
jfcfiy  were  conducted  to  mv  headquarters.  I 
repaired  thither  firom  the  fort,  and  the  rebel 
mc&  Bnnonnoed  himself  as  Adjutant  Freeman, 
of  Colonel  Giltner's  Fourth  Kentucky  Confeder- 
ste  caTaby,  lieutenant-Colonel  Pryor  command- 
isg,aDd  verbally  demanded  the  unconditional 
KTrender  of  the  town  and  forces.  Of  course  I 
did  Dot  recognize  this  irregular  manner,  but 
promptly  refiuing  the  demand,  directed  my  staff 
to  eairt  them  out  of  the  hues.  Everything  re- 
Bained  quiet  until  eight  o'clock,  when  the  en- 
«T  were  reported  in  the  cemetery,  a  few  of 
ftoD  being  visible.  I  directed  Captain  Henry 
fibwD,  ID  charge  of  &e  gun  at  the  arsenal, 
to  a^  fire  on  them,  which  he  did,  driving 
^m  to  safe  cover.  At  nine  o'clock  a  second 
tb%  of  trace  made  its  appearance  in  South 
ftiikfort,  and  Lieutenant  loder  Brown  was 
inpttched  to  receive  it,  with  instruction  not  to 
tfow  die  bearers  to  come  across  the  bridge.  In 
tBompaa  with  Captain  Mills,  I  rode  to  head- 
wters,  and  lieutenant  Brown  presented  the 
Bfiuwing  communication : 

HXAOQUARTIRS  OnfFBDBUTK  FORCn      \ 

SoDTB  FEAiriFOBT,  Kt.,  Joiie  11,  1864.  j 

;  T&  tJte  (hmnumdarU  United  States  ForceSj 
j    FranlfcrtjKy.: 

I  Sb:  Afl  commander  of  the  Confederate  forces 
o  this  side  of  the  river,  and  under  instruc- 
ticM  from  my  superior,  I  demand  the  unoon- 
tHoui  sorrender  of  your  forces,  with  this 
ttteoeot,  that  all  will  be  treated  as  prisoners 
rf  war  and  private  property  respected.  But,  if 
tuseiessaoa  stubborn  resistance  is  made,  we 
^  not  answer  for  the  consequences  in  an  as- 
Milt 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

M.  T.  Pryob, 
tteaiBt-Oalanel,  commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  O&Talry. 

^  demand  I  referred  to  you,  as  I  consid- 
nd  ita  question  of  vital  interest  to  the  city  and 
ftite,  and  which  was  returned  to  me  with,  in- 
*wtk»a  firom  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
^  he  would  not  surrender,  and  that  no  more 
v^  flags  must  be  sent  in  for  the  purpose  of 
ttkisf  Boch  a  demand. 

^akr  these  instructions  I  made  the  following 

HBADQUAxms  Uhibd  8eatb8  FoRon,) 
Fbaxkfort,  Et.,  Jane  11, 1861.    / 

^^f^^aaa-CrAonei  Pryor^  Commanding  FovrOi 
SoMey  Confederate  Cavalry,  Sam  Frank- 

ok:  Tour  note  demanding  the  unconditional 
•pfftder  of  the  forces  under  my  command  at 
■■  place  has  been  received. 
« reply,  I  will  say,  that  I  wiU  not  surrender. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Geo.  W.  Monbob, 
»^wi  Tveatj-Moond  Kentocky  regiment,  oommaading. 


Immediately  after  this  the  enemy  commenced  a 
sharp  and  rapid  fire  of  musketry  upon  our  forces 
stationed  at  the  wooden  bridge  and  the  arsenal, 
which  was  kept  up  at  intervals  during  the 
whole  day,  as  late  as  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  when 
they  withdrew,  taking  the  county  road  to  the 
right  of  the  LouisviUe  pike.  Two  guns  from  the 
fort  opened  upon  them  and  continued  shelling 
until  me  enemy  had  gotten  out  of  sight 

The  casualties  of  the  day's  fieht  was  one 
wounded,  Mr.  John  M.  Todd,  shot  in  the  hand  at 
the  bridge. 

Apprehending  no  further  danger  from  that 
quarter,  but  rather  that  the  enemy  would  con- 
centrate and  attack  again  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  every  preparation  was  made  to  give  him 
a  warm  reception,  both  at  the  fort  and  in  town. 
Sunday  morning,  however,  found  all  quiet,  and 
being  satisfied  that  the  sieee  was  abandoned, 
our  Uttle  band  was  permitted  to  rest,  having  for 
forty-eight  hours  been  vigilant  and  active  at  the 
post  of  duty.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  cavahry  (Colonel 
Jordan  commanding)  arrived,  and,  reinforced  by 
this  fine  body  of  men,  made  me  feel  that  we 
were  safe. 

To  you.  General,  and  to  our  worthy  Governor, 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded,  for  your 
fearless  stand  at  the  outset,  and  your  unflinch- 
ing determination  to  defend  the  city;  and  to 
your  constant  supervision  of  matters  through- 
out must  be  attributed  in  a  vast  degree  the  suc- 
cess I  am  now  able  to  report  to  you.  Being  at 
home  on  furlough,  and  finding  you,  once  my  se- 
nior in  command  of  the  old  Twenty-second  Ken- 
tucky infantry,  as  General  commanding  the  State 
forces,  I  accepted  the  position  you  were  pleased 
to  assign  me  much  more  wiUingly  than  I  would 
have  done  under  different  circumstances. 

To  those  citizens  of  the  town  and  county, 
especially  to  the  noble  boys  of  Peak's  Mill  pre- 
cinct, who  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
commanding  omcer  in  the  hour  of  peril  and 
danger,  all  honor  and  praise  is  due.  To  the 
gallant  youth  of  the  town  ffor  such  they  were), 
who  so  faithfully  dischargea  the  duties  assigned 
them,  is  due  the  thanks  of  everv  loyal  citizen. 
Never  did  veteran  soldiers  conduct  themselves 
more  nobly  than  did  the  little  band  that  de- 
fended the  capital. 

To  Captain  Sanford  Goins,  Sergeant  Johnson, 
Mr.  Bayliss,  of  West  Point,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gibson,  of 
Cincinnati,  and  Captain  Henry  Brown,  I  am  un- 
der especial  obli^tions  for  efficient  services  in 
manning  the  artillery. 

To  General  John  fl.  Harlan  acknowledgements 
are  rendered  for  his  exceedingly  valuable  ser- 
vices on  frequent  occasions. 

To  my  staff— Captain  J.  M.  MiUs,  A.  A.  A.  G. ; 
Lieutenants  J.  M.  Hewitt,  Jr.,  and  Yoder  Brown, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Gkines,  volunteer  Aide,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Ramsey,  Seventh  Kentucky  cavalry — ^I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks  for  the  promptness  and 
correct   manner    with  which   they   delivered 
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orders  entrusted  to  them,  and  the  willingness 
displayed  by  them  to  fiace  any  danger. 
I  am,  Greneral,  very  respectfully, 

Gborob  W.  Monbob, 
Ookmel  Tventy-eecoiul  Kentucky  infiuitry, 

Cbmmanding  Forces. 
Official: 

J.  M.  Mills, 

Captain,  and  A.  A.  A.  O. 

A  NAHONAL  AOOOUNT. 

VRAxaoKt,  Jane  16. 

I  left  Lexington  on  Thursday  last,  under  the 
impression  that  the  war  was  over.  This  im- 
pression was  generally  shared  by  the  citizens  of 
that  place,  and  on  application  at  the  Provost- 
Marshal's  office  for  a  pass  to  Frankfort,  I 
received  the  gratifyine  reply  that  none  was 
required.  Yet,  so  little  was  known  of  "the 
situation"  by  the  authorities,  that  Morgan's 
forces  entered  the  city  the  night  succeeding 
the  very  afternoon  on  which  I  left  On  arriv- 
ing at  Frankfort,  to  mv  inexpressible  horror 
and  disgust,  I  found  the  place  in  a  state  of 
close  siege,  and  the  citizens  in  great  excite- 
ment 

Frankfort  has  been  repeatedly  captured  and 
recaptured  during  this  war,  but  generally  given 
up  without  a  fight  This  time  Governor  Sram- 
lette  didn't  see  it  in  that  light,  cdthongh  fabu- 
lous numbers  of  rebels  under  John  Morgan,  and 
all  the  other  Morgans,  Forrest,  Everett,  and 
other  noted  raiders,  with  smaller  hosts  under 
such  lesser  lights  as  Jenkins,  Jessie,  et  aL,  were 
reported  to  be  advancing  from  all  possible  and 
impossible  directions,  and  closing  in  around  the 
devoted  town.  The  plucky  Governor  swore 
he'd  be-H9omething  or  other'd — if  tiiey  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  capital  without  a  fight, 
and  they  were  not 

The  means  of  defence,  outside  of  the  "  me- 
lish,"  did  not  amount  to  any  considerable  sum ; 
but  the  latter  proved  a  host  witliin  themselves. 
Of  soldiers,  there  were  about  fifty,  including 
the  lame,  halt,  and  blind.  Then  there  was  a 
little  fort  on  Blanton's  Hill,  mounting  several 
six,  twelve,  and  twenty-four-pounders.  So  it 
was  manifest  that  the  main  dependence  must  be 
in  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the  citizens,  town 
and  county.  Peak's  Mill  and  Bald  ^ob  each 
sent  in  a  full  company  of  half-tamed  tigers — 
men  whose  fsices  indicated  good  fighting  quali- 
ties, and  whose  expertness  with  the  rifle  is  such 
that  any  of  them  can  knock  out  a  squirrel's  eye 
every  **  pop,"  from  tiie  topmost  branch  of  me 
tsJlest  white-oak  in  Kentucky.  The  town  citi- 
zens either  volunteered,  or  were  impressed  into 
the  service,  and  so  the  siege  began. 

Not  being  altogether  satisfied  that  a  success- 
ful defence  could  be  made,  it  was  determined  to 
convey  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  State 
property  to  Louisville.  Accordingly,  several 
million  dollars'  worth  of  ordnance  stores,  to- 
gether with  the  State  archives,  were  loaded  on 
to  a  train,  and  on  Thursday  ^temoon  started 
down  the  road.    On  arriving  at  North  Benson, 


the  track  was  found  torn  up,  and  a  detenntned 
attack  msule  upon  the  train  by  a  party  of  rebels. 
The  citizen  guard  made  a  gedlant  defence,  and, 
after  a  spirited  skirmish,  the  train  b^an  to 
back  out  Then  it  was  found  that  for  miles  in 
their  rear  obstructions  had  been  placed  at  inter- 
vals on  the  track,  rendering  their  return  a  work 
of  danger  and  difficulty,  the  rebels  following  op 
and  finng,  all  the  way. 

Friday,  another  force  of  citizens,  with  a  small 
mounted  force  of  State  troops,  went  down  the 
road,  and  encountered  the  rebels  in  a  stockade 
at  North  Benson.  The  cavalry  are  not  reported 
to  have  covered  themselves  witii  any  particohr 
effulgence  of  glory,  but  the  "  melish"  charged 
the  stockade  determinedly,  and  drove  the  rebels 
out,  wounding  three  of  them  severely  and  ca^ 
turing  some  norses  and  prisoners.  The  pris- 
oners escaped,  but  the  norses  were  secured. 
The  attacking  party  lost  one  man  badly  wounded 
— a  State  soldier — and  three  prisoners  (citizens), 
who  were  kept  a  day  or  two  and  released  on 
parole. 

On  Friday  evening,  just  about  sundown,  a 
party  of  rebels  made  an  audacious  attack  upon 
the  fort  on  Blanton's  Hill,  north  of  the  town. 
They  drove  in  the  pickets  near  the  barracks,  on 
the  Owenton  road,  and  captured  a  six-pounds 
stationed  there,  following  it  up  with  a  deter- 
mined dash  for  the  fort  as  if  tliey  meant  busi- 
ness. Finding  themselves  met  by  a  more  stab- 
bom  defence  and  a  hotter  fire  of  small  arms  and 
artillery  than  they  liad  anticipated,  they  fell 
back  as  rapidly  as  they  had  advanced,  and  in  a 
few  moments  the  light  of  the  burning  barracks, 
fired  by  the  retreating  rebels,  illuminated  the 
surrounding  country.  Of  those  in  the  fort,  a 
youne  man  named  Hutchinson  was  shot  in  tbe 
moutn,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Coleman  in 
the  shoulder.    Enemy's  loss,  if  any,  unknown. 

The  females  and  children  of  Frankfort  passed 
a  tempestuous  night  The  citizen  picket  mani- 
fested  throughout  the  night  the  eternal  vigi- 
lance which  is  the  price  of  liberty,  and  a  won- 
derful alacrity  in  puDing  trigger.  There  was  a 
continual  popping  at  imaginary  rebels,  and  sev- 
eral matronly  cows,  instead  of  wooing  tired 
nature's  sweet  restorer,  indulged  in  nocturnal 
rambles,  with  a  reprehensible  curiosity  to  see 
what  the  d-4  was  up,  and  failing  to  give  satis- 
factory answer  to  the  excited  **Vnio  comes 
there  r*  of  the  pickets,  fell  victims  to  the  fon- 
inine  vice  of  wanting  to  know  things. 

Saturday  morning  dawned  bright  and  beau- 
tiful, and  all  serene  about  the  beleaguered  city. 
A  glance  toward  the  frowning  battiementsof 
the  fortress  on  the  hill  revealed  the  natifyin^ 
fact  that  our  flag  was  still  there.  Not  a  rebeL 
was  in  sight,  ana  sanguine  temperaments  began 
to  indulge  in  fond  hopes  that  the  crisis  was 
over,  when  suddenly  a  long,  straggling  siring  of 
horsemen  were  seen  winding  arouna  the  base 
of  Monroe's  Hill,  in  South  Frankfort  The  old 
iron  six-pounder  at  the  arsenal,  which  had  been 
looking  savagely  up  the  river  toward  the  ceme- 
tery, was  slewed  around  and  trained  on  the 
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BUS,  bat  a  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  com- 
pcwd  of  friends  or  foes  reserved  the  fire  until 
i  fitg  of  trace,  a  towel  oo  a  ramrod,  was  seen 
kiraociDg.    It  came  to  the  bridge,  was  blind- 
folded, aad  condncted  to  the  Military  Board, 
when,  cone  their  impudence,  it  transpired  that 
tbe  rebels  were  anxious  to  secure  an  uncon- 
ditioDal  snrrender  of  the  town,  in  order  to  pre- 
TtLt  the  effusion  of   blood.     A  young  man 
Dfloed  Freeman,  formerly  of   this    city,  was 
bearer  of  the  flag.    He  was  sent  back  with  a 
polite  reply  that  a  surrender  was  not  to  be 
tbtmght  of.    Again  the  flag  came  back  with  a 
renewed  demand,  and  a  threat  to  open  on  the 
town  immediately.     Governor  Bramlette  told 
then  to  go  to  the  d — L    Colonel  Monroe  said  if 
tbey  sent  any  more  of  their  "  d— d  white  rags" 
be  Tonld  fire  on  them. 
Everybody  that  could  be  reached — old  and 
'-  yooog,  rebdi  and  Union,  citizen  and  stranger, 
(iaerican  citizens  of  African  descent  alone  ez- 
oepied)— was  conscripted.     Remonstrance,  en- 
I  trtirjr  and  disability  were  useless.    A  reluctant 
dtaen  of  Hebrew  extraction,  althoi^h  at  the 
!  pcint  of  death  from  cramp  colic,  was  led  to  the 
I  iughter,  set  to  work  building  a  barricade  of 
I  ky-baks.   Rheumatism  and  diarrhcea  and  par- 
I  tial  panlysis  were  compelled  to  shoulder  a  mus- 
I  ket  Obsdnacy  was  tried  by  some,  and  came 
I  Bgii  proving  serious.    A  large  party  of  young 
jcatiemen  and  ladies,  who  had  oeen  attending 
I  a  examiDation  at  Georgetovm  Seminary,  were 
■topping  at  the  Capitol  Hotel,  and  indulged 
Mt  and  musically  in  sedition  Friday  ni^ht, 
viule  die  attack  was  being  made  on  the  lort 
i  jomg  man,  with  a  squad,  was  sent  down  to 
BDOKript  the  male  portion.     Thev  ran,  were 
iftd  on,and  one  of  the  party  severely  wounded ; 
ifter  whtdi  the  remainder  came  up  to  the  de- 
M^u^e  of  their  bleeding  country  with  amazing 

riKritjr. 

*  Ton  are  wanted  up  at  the  arsenal,"  was  the 
RMrk  of  a  sweet-voiced  young  gentleman,  with 
ft  evbine  in  his  hand,  who  tapped  me  lightly  on 
fteifaooida'. 

'  Am  I  ?   I  was  just  flroimr  there.^ 

^WeHfenin."  ^      ^  ^ 

IfeBin. 

Amred  at  tiie  arsenal,  Adjutant-General  Boyle 
■Kcd  me  an  Austrian  rifle,  and  presented  me 
^  forty  rounds  of  cartridges ;  so  I  became, 
ar  a  limited  time,  a  soldier  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
^^-  The  idea  was  not  nleasant  If  I  had  a 
Kg  or  two  shot  away,  or  lost  an  arm,  to  whom 
CM^  I  look  for  a  pension  T 

In  &e  meanthne,  the  fulfilment  of  the  threat 
te  open  on  the  town  was  anxiously  looked  for. 
t^^  ^u  stationed  at  the  railroad  and  South 
"jnkfort  bridges,  and  the  planks  on  the  latter 
■wcnp.  The  rebels  were  seen  manoeuvring 
■wt  o&  Monroe's  Hill,  as  if  looking  out  a  loca- 
■■ij»  their  battery,  while  a  number  ot  sharp- 
*JJ»t«»  scattered  amouj^  the  trees  on  the  hill- 
■"•.aud  kept  up  a  spitelnl  popping  at  the  force 
•^^iswd  at  the  bridge ;  while  one  fellow,  who 
**ed  to  have  a  gun  of  great  range,  occasion- 


ally dropped  a  bullet  among  the  force  around 
the  gun  at  the  arsenal,  nearly  a  mile  distant  from 
his  position  on  the  hill-side.  The  fort  threw 
shells  and  the  little  iron  gun  solid  shot  into  the 
hill,  but  shelling  a  dozen  sharpshooters  with  a 
twenty-four-pound  gun  proved  to  be  a  sinful 
waste  of  ammunition.  Tbe  rebels  did  not  open 
with  their  battery,  and  it  soon  became  evident 
that  thev  had  no  battery.  Then  an  attack  was 
looked  toT  from  the  other  side  of  the  town,  but 
it  did  not  come.  The  fact  became  apparent  that 
the  demonstration  of  the  rebels  was  mere  bra- 
vado, and  they  were  not  in  force  enough  to  make 
an  attack.  -  But  they  kept  it  up  bravely,  shoot- 
ing Mr.  John  Todd,  printer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  the  little  finger  and  thumb,  a  nigger 
in  the  heel,  and  just  grazing  Mr.  Van  Winkle, 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  side.  As  for  us,  we 
killed  a  horse  tliat  we  know  of,  with  a  shell  from 
the  fort,  and  suspect  that  some  of  the  rebels 
were  wounded.  But  the  rebels  efiected  their 
damage  at  a  much  less  pecuniary  cost  While 
the  ammunition  expended  from  the  fort  was  a 
matter  of  several  thousand  dollars,  the  sacrifice 
of  the  rebels  in  that  respect  was  trifling. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  becoming  satisfied  that 
the  affair  was  not  serious,  I  am  afraid  I  skulked. 
I  sat  in  a  house  during  the  balance  of  the  day, 
conveniently  near  the  arsenal,  so  that  I  could 
rush  to  my  post,  or  run,  as  I  thought  proper  or 
politic,  in  case  of  a  real  attack,  and  read  "  Hard 
Cash,"  while  my  comrades  were  expending  hard 
lead  in  firing  at  impossible  ranges.  Under  the 
circumstances,!  believe  I  shall  claim  nothing  of 
the  State  for  my  services.  If  they  will  say 
nothing,  I  will  engage  to  remain  silent  on  the 
subject  of  pecuniary  compensation. 

All  day  the  rebels  kept  up  the  farce  of  besieg- 
ing the  town,  sometimes  appearing  in  one  quar- 
ter, and  sometimes  in  another,  ana  at  night  dis- 
appeared, probably  with  enhanced  ideas  of  the 
fighting  qualities  of  the  Frankfort  militia.  Al- 
together I  do  not  think  there  could  have  been 
more  than  two  hundred  of  them.  Beyond  stealing 
a  few  horses  in  the  country  about,  their  invest- 
ment of  Frankfort  did  not  prove  remunerative. 

Sunday  evening  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  came 
in,  and  the  siege  was  over.  Monday  morning 
the  militia  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  Capi- 
tol Hotel,  addressed  by  General  John  M.  Harlan, 
and  dismissed. 

Governor  Bramlette  and  his  State  officers. 
Colonel  Monroe,  and  the  citizen-soldiery  of  the 
town  and  county,  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
pluck  manifested  in  their  willingness  to  fight  for 
the  city.  They  did  not  know  whether  they  were 
to  be  attacked  by  two  hundred  or  two  thou- 
sand, but  were  equally  resolved  to  fight. 

I  understand  that  extensive  contributions 
were  levied  on  the  flower-gardens  about  Frank- 
fort, for  the  purpose  of  making  a  magnificent 
floral  wreath  with  which  to  encircle  the  brows 
of  John  Morgan.  The  wreath  was  made,  and 
was  to  be  presented  by  the  transient  young  la- 
dies of  the  Capitol  Hotel.  The  presentation 
speech  was  written,  memorized  and  rehearsed, 
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and  I  have  no  doubt  every  thing  would  have 
eone  off  well  but  for  one  thing.  Mr.  Morgan 
aidn*t  call ;  and  now,  while  the  dashing  horse- 
tiiief  is  making  remarkable  time  out  of  the 
State,  the  wreath  is  all  withered  and  sere. 

An  Illinois  copperhead,  present  during  the 
siege,  indulged  largely  in  fierce  rebel  talk,  and 
deserves  to  be  ventilated.  His  name  is  B.  B. 
Pepper,  and  he  hails  from  Springfield.  It  is 
hoped  the  people  of  Sangamon  county  will  put 
Mr.  Pepper  in  a  box  when  he  returns  to  them, 
and  keep  him  at  home.  The  loyal  people  of 
Kentucky  do  not  want  him,  and  the  rebels  de- 
spise him. 

Doubts  have  repeatedly  been  expressed  in  re- 
gard to  Governor  Bramlette's  soundness  on  the 
national  goose.  No  one  present  during  the  sieee 
of  Frankfort  can  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the 
Governor  is  thoroughly,  heartily,  and  endiusias- 
tically  loyaL  The  rebels  and  copperheads  bear 
testimony  to  his  loyalty  by  abusing  him  heartily. 

Several  young  men  who  were  impresscKi  into 
the  service  of  the  city,  and  afterward  skulked 
until  the  danger  was  over,  have  been  arrested, 
and  are  held  in  durance  vile  at  the  Military 
Board.  The  young  gentlemen  are  in  consider- 
able distress,  as  they  firmly  believe  they  are  to 
be  shot 
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LETTEB  OF  ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHEN& 

ON  STATE  SOVEREIGNTY.* 

OsAWfovDSViuji,  QA,f  September  22, 1864. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  please  excuse  me  for 
not  answering  your  letter  of  the  fourteenth  in- 
stant sooner.  I  have  been  absent  nearly  a  week 
on  a  visit  to  my  brother  in  Sparta,  who  has  been 

?uite  out  of  health  for  some  time.  Your  letter 
found  here  on  my  return  home  yesterday.  The 
delay  of  my  reply  thus  occasioned  I  regret 

Without  furfiier  explanation  or  apology,  allow 
me  now  to  say  to  you  that  no  person  living  can 
possibly  feel  a  more  ardent  desire  for  an  end  to 
be  put  to  this  unnatural  and  merciless  war  upon 
honorable  and  just  terms  than  I  do.  But  I 
really  do  not  see  that  it  is  in  my  power  or  yours, 
or  that  of  any  number  of  persons  in  our  posi- 
tion, to  inaugurate  any  movement  that  will  even 
tend  to  aid  in  bringing  about  a  result  that  we 
and  so  many  more  desire. 

The  movement  by  our  Legislature  at  its  last 
session,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Executive,  on 
this  subject,  was  by  authority  properly  consti- 
tuted for  such  a  purpose. 

That  movement,  in  my  judgment,  was  timely, 
judicious,  and  in  the  right  direction.  Nor  has 
it  been  without  results.  The  organization  of 
that  party  at  the  North  to  which  you  refer  may 
justly  be  claimed  as  a  part  of  the  fruits  of  it. 

lese,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  foUowed  by 
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others  of  a  more  marked  character,  if  aD  in  bodi 
sections  who  sincerely  desire  peace  upon  cor- 
rect terms  wiU  give  that  movement  thus  io- 
augnrated  aU  the  aid  in  their  power. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Georeia  Legislature,  at 
its  last  session,  upon  the  8iu>ject  of  peace,  in 
my  judgment,  embodied  and  set  forth  very 
clearly  those  principles  upon  whidi  alone  there 
can  be  permanent  peace  between  the  different 
sections  of  this  extensive,  once  happy  and  pros- 
perous, but  now  distracted  country. 

Easy  and  perfect  solutions  to  all  present 
troubles,  and  those  far  more  grievoos  ones 
which  loom  in  prospect,  and  portentously 
threaten  in  the  coming  future,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  simple  recognition  of  the  fundamental 
principle  and  truth  upon  which  all  American 
constitutional  liberty  is  founded,  and  upon  ths 
maintenance  of  which  alone  it  can  be  preserved 
— that  is,  the  sovereignty,  the  ultimate,  absolute 
sovereignty,  of  the  States.  This  doctrine  our 
Legislature  announced  to  the  people  at  tbe 
North  and  to  the  world.  It  is  the  only  key- 
note to  peace — ^permanent,  lasting  peace — con- 
sistent with  the  security  of  the  pubuc  liberty. 

The  old  Confederation  was  formed  upon  this 
principle.  The  old  Union  was  afterward 
formed  upon  this  principle.  No  leagne  can 
ever  be  formed  or  maintained  between  any 
State,  North  or  South,  securing  public  liberty, 
upon  any  other  principle. 

The  whole  framework  of  American  institu- 
tions, which  in  so  short  a  time  had  won  the  ad- 
miration of  tbe  world,  and  to  which  we  were 
indebted  for  such  an  unparalleled  career  d 
prosperity  and  happiness,  was  formed  upon  this 
principle  AH  our  present  troubles  sprang  from 
a  departure  from  this  principle,  from  a  violation 
of  this  essential  law  of  our  political  organ 
ization. 

In  1776  our  ancestors,  and  the  ancestors  of 
those  who  are  waging  this  unholy  crusade 
against  us,  together  proclaimed  the  great  and 
eternal  truth  tor  the  maintenance  of  which  tiiey 
jointly  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor,  that  governments  are  insti- 
tuted among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  govemeid,  and  that 
whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes 
destructive  of  those  ends  for  which  it  was 
formed,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  institute  a  new  government,  lay- 
ing its  foundations  on  such  principles  and  organ- 
izing its  powers  in  such  a  form  as  to  them  may 
seem  most  likely  to  eflTect  their  safety  and  happi- 
ness. 

It  is  needless  here  to  state  that  by  "  people," 
and  "  governed,"  in  this  annunciation,  is  meant 
communities  and  bodies  of  men  capable  of  or- 
ganizing and  maintaining  a  government,  not  in- 
oividuskl  members  of  society.  The  consent  of 
the  governed  refers  to  the  will  of  the  men  of  the 
community  or  State  in  ite  organized  form,  and 
expressed  through  its  legitimate  and  properlv- 
constructed  organs.  It  was  upon  this  principle 
the  Colonists  stood  justified  before  the  world  in 
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efecdng  their  separation  from  the  mother  coun- 
try. It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  original 
thirteen  coeqnal  and  oo-sovereign  States  formed 
the  Federal  compact  of  the  old  Union  in  1787. 
It  ia  upon  the  same  principle  that  the  present 
eoeqnai  and  co-sovereign  States  t)f  our  Ck)nfed- 
eracy  formed  their  new  compact  of  union. 

The  idea  that  the  old  Union  or  any  union 
between  soTereign  States,  consistently  with  this 
fandamental  truth,  can  be  maintained  by  force  Lb 
preposterous.  The  war  springs  from  an  attempt 
to  do  this  preposterous  thing.  Superior  power 
may  compel  a  union  of  some  sort,  but  it  would 
not  be  &e  Union  of  the  old  Constitution  or  of 
our  new.  It  would  be  that  sort  of  Union  that 
results  from  despotism. 

The  Bubju^tion  of  the  people  of  the  South 
by  the  people  of  the  North  would  necessarily 
involTe  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  overthrow  of  their  liberties  as  well  as  ours. 
The  men  or  party  at  the  North,  to  whom  you 
refer,  who  favor  peace,  must  be  brought  to  a  full 
realization  of  this  truth  in  all  its  bearings,  before 
their  efforts  wiU  result  in  much  practical  good. 
Any  peace  growing  out  of  a  union  of  States  es- 
tabliriied  by  force  will  be  as  ruinous  to  tbem  as 
tons. 

The  action  of  the  Chici^o  Convention,  so  far 
•8  its  platform  of  principles  goes,  presents,  as  I 
have  said  on  another  occasion,  a  ray  of 
light,  which  under  Providence,  may  prove  the 
dawn  of  the  day  to  this  long  and  cheerless  night, 
the  first  ray  of  light  I  have  seen  from  the  North 
since  the  war  began.  This  cheers  the  heart,  and 
toward  it  I  could  almost  exclaim,  "  Hail,  holy 
hght,  offspring  of  heaven,  first  bom  of  the  eternal 
coetemal  beam.  May  I  express  thee  unblamed, 
since  God  is  light" 

Indeed,!  comd  have  quite  so  exclaimed,  but  for 
the  sad  reflection  that  whether  it  shsdl  bring  heal- 
ing in  its  beams  or  be  lost  in  a  dark  and  ominous 
ec^»e  ere  its  good  work  be  done,  depends  so 
much  upon  the  action  of  others  who  may  not 
regard  it  and  view  it  as  I  do.  So  at  best  it  is 
but  a  ray,  a  small  and  tremulous  ray,  though 
odj  to  gladden  the  heart  and  quicken  the  hope. 

The  prominent  and  leading  idea  of  that  con- 
trition seems  to  have  been  a  desire  to  reach  a 
peaceful  adjustment  of  our  present  difficulties 
•nd  strife  through  the  medium  of  a  convention 
of  the  States.  They  propose  to  suspend  hostili- 
ties, to  see  what  can  be  done,  if  anything,  by 
negotiations  of  some  sort  This  is  one  step  in 
tiw  right  direction.  To  such  a  convention  of  the 
States  I  would  have  no  objection,  as  a  peaceful 
conference  and  interchange  of  views  between 
equal  and  sovereign  powers,  just  as  the  conven- 
tion of  1787  was  called  and  assembled. 

The  property  constituted  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington and  Richmond,  the  duly  authorized  rep- 
resentatives of  the  two  confederacies  of  States 
now  at  war  with  each  other,  might  give  their 
Msent  to  such  a  proposition.  Gowi  might  result 
from  it.  It  would  be  an  appeal  on  both  sides 
from  the  sword  to  reason  and  justice.  All  wars 
which  do  not  result  in  the  extinction  or  exter- 


mination of  one  side  or  the  other  must  be  ended 
sooner  or  later  by  some  sort  of  negotiation. 

From  the  discussion  or  interchange  of  views 
in  such  a  convention,  the  history,  as  well  as  the 
true  nature  of  our  institutions  and  the  relation 
of  the  States  toward  each  other  and  toward  the 
federal  head,  would  doubtless  be  much  better 
understood  generally  than  they  now  are ;  but  I 
should  favor  such  a  proposition  only  as  a  peace- 
ful conference,  as  the  convention  of  1787  was. 
I  should  be  opposed  to  leaving  the  questions  at 
issue  to  the  absolute  decision  of  such  a  body. 

Delegates  ought  to  be  clothed  with  power  to 
consult  and  agree,  if  they  could,  upon  some  plan 
of  adjustment,  to  be  submitted  for  subsequent 
ratification  by  the  sovereign  States  whom  it 
affected,  before  it  should  be  obligatory  or  bind- 
ing, and  then  binding  only  on  such  as  should  so 
ratify  it  It  becomes  the  people  of  the  South, 
as  we U  as  the  people  of  the  North,  to  be  quite  as 
watchful  and  jealous  of  their  rights,  as  their 
common  ancestors  were. 

The  maintenance  of  liberty  in  all  ages,  times, 
and  countries,  when  and  where  it  has  existed, 
has  required  not  only  constant  vigilance  and 
jealousy,  but  it  has  often  required  the  greatest 
privations,  and  sufferings,  and  sacrifices  that 
people  or  States  are  ever  subjected  to.  Through 
such  an  ordeal  we  are  now  passing.  Through  a 
like  and  even  severer  ordeal  our  ancestors  passed 
in  their  struggle  for  the  principles  which  it  has 
devolved  upon  us  thus  to  defend  and  maintain. 

But  great  as  our  sufferings  and  sacrifices  have 
been  and  are,  to  which  you  allude,  they  are  as 
yet  far  short  of  the  like  sufferings  and  sacrifices 
which  our  fathers  bore  with  patience,  courage, 
and  fortitude  in  the  crisis  that  tried  men's  souls 
in  their  day.  These  are  the  virtues  that  sus- 
tained them  in  their  hour  of  need.  Their  illus- 
trious and  glorious  example  bids  us  not  to 
underestimate  the  priceless  inheritance  they 
achieved  for  us  at  such  a  cost  of  treasure  and 
blood. 

Great  as  are  the  odds  we  are  struggling 
against,  they  are  not  greater  than  those  against 
which  they  successfimy  struggled.  In  point  of 
reverses,  our  condition  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  theirs.  Should  Mobile,  Savannah,  Charles- 
ton, Augusta,  Macon,  Mon^omery,  and  even 
Petersburg  and  Richmond  fall,  our  condition 
would  not  then  be  worse  or  less  hopeful  than 
theirs  was  in  the  darkest  hour  that  rested  on 
their  fortunes. 

With  wisdom  on  the  part  of  those  who  con- 
trol our  destiny  in  the  Cabinet,  and  in  the  field, 
in  husbanding  and  properly  wielding  our  re- 
sources at  their  command,  and  in  securing  the 
hearts  and  affections  of  the  people  in  the  great 
cause  of  right  and  liberty  for  which  we  are 
struggling,  we  could  suffer  all  these  losses,  and 
calamities,  and  greater  even,  and  still  triumph 
in  the  end. 

At  present,  however,  I  do  not  see,  as  I  stated 
in  the  outset,  that  you  or  I,  or  any  niunber  of 
persons  in  our  position,  can  do  anythine  to- 
ward  inaugurating  any  new  movement  look- 
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ing  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  present  strife. 
The  war  on  our  part  is  fairly  and  entirely 
defensive  in  its  character.  How  long  it  will 
continue  to  be  thus  wickedly  and  mercilessly 
waged  against  us  depends  upon  the  people  of 
the  North. 

Georgia,  our  own  State,  to  whom  we  owe 
allegiance,  has  with  great  unanimity  proclaimed 
tiie  principles  upon  which  a  just  and  perma- 
nent peace  ought  to  be  sought  and  obtained. 
The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  has 
followed  with  an  endorsement  of  these  princi- 
ples. Ail  you  and  I,  and  others  in  our  position, 
therefore,  can  do  on  that  line  at  this  time,  is  to 
sustain  the  movement  already  inaugurated,  and 
to  the  utmost  of  our  abiUty  to  hold  up  these 
principles  as  the  surest  hope  of  restoring 
soundness  to  the  pubhc  mind  of  the  North,  as 
the  brazen  serpent  was  held  up  for  the  healing 
of  Israel  in  the  wilderness. 

The  chief  aid  and  encouragement  we  can 
give  the  peace  party  at  the  North  is,  to  keep 
before  them  these  great  fundamental  principles 
and  truths,  which  alone  will  lead  them  and  ms 
to  permanent  and  lasting  peace,  with  possession 
ana  eujo3rment  of  consUtutioual  liberty.  With 
these  principles  once  recognized,  the  future 
would  take  care  of  itself,  and  there  would  be 
no  more  war  so  long  as  they  should  be 
adhered  to. 

Ail  questions  of  boundaries,  confederacies, 
and  union  or  unions,  would  naturally  and  easily 
adjust  themselves,  according  to  the  interests  of 
parties  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Here- 
in lies  the  true  law  of  the  balance  of  power 
and  the  harmony  of  States. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Alslahdwr  H.  Stkphbns. 


Doc.  33. 
VINDIOATION  OF  COLONEL  DAHLGBEN. 

A  UCITER  FROM  HIS  FATHER. 

UmnD  9rATiB  ThkOBOsr  PmLAOBiPHu,  \ 
Oeuslhton  Roam,  July  24, 1804.   f 

I  have  patiently  and  sorrowfully  awaited  the 
hour  when  I  should  be  able  to  vindicate  fully 
the  memory  of  my  gallant  son.  Colonel  Ulric 
DaJilgren,  and  lay  bare  to  the  world  the  atro- 
cious imposture  of  those  who,  not  content 
with  abusing  and  defacing  the  remains  of  the 
noble  bov,  have  knowingly  and  persistently  en- 
deavored to  blemish  his  spotless  name  by  a 
fo^ed  lie. 

That  hour  has  at  last  come.  I  have  before 
me  a  photolitho.  copy  of  the  document  which 
the  inhuman  traitors  at  Richmond  pretend  was 
found  upon  the  body  of  my  son,  after  he  had 
been  basely  assassinated  by  their  chivalry  at 
midnight,  and  who,  on  tiie  pretext  that  this  pa- 
per disclosed  an  intent  to  take  the  lives  of  the 
arch-rebel  and  his  counsellors,  and  to  destroy 
Richmond,  have  not  hesitated  to  conmiit  and 
commend  the  most  shocking  barbarities  on  the 


remains  of  the  yormg  patriot,  and  to  exolt  lik» 
dastards  over  his  sad  fate. 
I  can  now  affirm  that  this  document  is  a  fo^ 

fery — a  bare-faced,  atrocious  forgery — so  palpa- 
le  that  the  wickedness  of  the  act  is  oulj 
equalled  by  the  recklessness  with  whicb  it 
has  been  perpetrated  and  adhered  to ;  for  &6 
miserable  caiUfib  did  not  confine  themselves  to 
the  general  terms  of  a  mere  allegatiop,  but 
published  the  paper  in  all  the  precision  of 
a  photographic  fao-timile,  as  if  not  to  leavd 
doubt  for  caviL 

I  felt  from  Uie  first  just  as  if  I  knew  the  £ict 
that  my  son  never  wrote  that  paper — ^that  it 
was  a  forgery;  but  I  refrained  from  giving 
utterance  to  that  faith  until  I  had  seen  a  sam- 
ple of  the  infamous  counterfeit  and,  having 
seen  it,  could  say,  as  I  now  say,  that  a  more 
fiendish  lie  never  was  invented. 

For  the  poor  wretches  who  did  the  work  I 
have  not  a  word — ^it  was  their  trade,  their  daily 
bread ;  and  they  pretended  to  be  no  better  than 
they  were—hardened  ruffians,  fit  only  for  a 
rope.  I  leave  them  to  the  price  for  which  they 
have  bartered  their  souls.  But  what  doom  do 
they  deserve  who  have  instigated  the  crime  that 
they  might  profit  by  it — who  devised  it  that 
they  might  justify  to  the  world  the  gratlficatioa 
of  their  vengeance  on  the  heroic  dead,  by  dese- 
crating the  inanimate  body  of  one  whose  high 
and  pure  purpose  was  to  release  the  weary  cap- 
tive from  the  accursed  dungeons  of  Richmond, 
and  who  to  that  end  refused  not  to  peril  his 
own  life?  What  shall  be  awarded  to  these 
high-minded  and  honorable  men — ^the  leaders  of 
the  chivalry — the  impersonation  of  the  high 
virtues  that  are  supposed  to  disdain  even  the 
semblance  of  wrong  ? 

And  yet  these  are  the  criminals  who  con- 
ceived the  thought,  and,  frantic  with  fear  at 
what  might  have  come  to  them  if  that  daring 
voung  soldier  had  reached  the  portals  of  their 
bastile  and  given  liberty  to  the  wearv  captives, 
vented  their  cowardlv  rage  on  his  cold  body,  and 
gave  their  names  and  their  cause  for  a  lie. 
''  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  such  titter  baseness 
in  any  but  the  most  i^ndoned  felons,  and  jet 
it  is  only  of  a  piece  with  the  entire  condact 
of  the  chivalry,  leaders,  and  followers,  in  all 
the  events  that  preceded  and  accompanied  the 
untimely  death  of  Colonel  Dahlgren.  The  forged 
lie  was  but  the  seal  to  deecb  of  inhumanity 
and  horror  that  no  one  could  enact  or  sanction 
unless  his  nature  were  debased  to  a  level  with 
that  of  the  brute. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  cruel  usage  prac- 
tised on  the  Union  soldiers  who  were  impris- 
oned at  Richmond  had  become  a  theme  at  the 
North,  and  that  their  release  from  slow  and 
horrid  death  was  the  obiect  of  the  expedition. 
My  son  had  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  me  off 
Charleston  when  he  learned  of  the  project 
Every  one  was  aware  that  he  had  lost  a  leg  by 
a  wound  received  in  a  charge  through  Hagers- 
town,  pending  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
the  consequent  illness  nearly  cost  him  hu  life. 
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13ie  v^  of  lus  frame  bad  carried  him  tfarongh 
Qie  crisis,  but  tiie  womid  was  not  perfectly 
(Ktkd ;  be  ms  still  weak  and  coold  onlj  move 
oncnttdies. 

No  soooer  was  be  apprised  of  what  was  oon- 
WDpktod,  than  be  sought  to  join  the  enterprise. 
The  ranembrance  of  comrades  pinii^  in  loath- 
lome  dungeons — of  men  with  whom  he  had 
nddm  doe  by  side  amid  the  deadly  conflict, 
ad  a  strong  conviction  of  their  snfferines  ani- 
BitEDz  every  pnlse  of  his  gallant  heart,  he  felt 
tfai^iitj  aJled  him  diere,  and  the  reluctant 
ooDsat  of  the  authorities  was  at  last  yielded  to 
kis  earnest  aitreaties. 

h  is  not  my  pmpose  here  to  narrate  the 
lide  codTse  of  this  noble  enterprise ;  that  will 
be  the  daty  of  a  futrure  day ;  but  no  one  had 
seen  OokaA  Dahlgren  in  his  full  vigor  sit  his 
dniger  more  gracefully  or  better  endure  the 
mceesaot  and  multiplied  hardships  of  that  ride, 
b^  day  and  by  night,  in  shine  and  storm. 

Ibe  fiufaire  of  his  column  to  connect  with 
ftat  of  General  Kilpatrick  led  to  the  failure  of 
tbe  expediti(ni  and  the  death  of  as  noble  a  sol- 
dier as  ever  gave  life  to  a  great  cause. 

On  Tuesday  night,  March  first,  after  dark, 
G^el  Dahlgren  was  close  to  Richmond,  and 
caae  in  contact  with  the  rebel  infantry  sta- 
tioDcd  at  the  outer  works.  At  such  a  lime  of 
peril,  hr  away  from  help  of  any  kind,  with  a 
mil  force  of  cavalry,  hardly  a  gunshot  from 
&e  strondiold  of  rebeldom,  the  splendid  cour- 
age of  tibe  young  leader  never  blazed  more 
Irighthr.  An  officer  who  was  nearest  to  him, 
but  who  had  never  served  with  him  before, 
writes  in  admiratioq  of  the  periect  self-posses- 
■00  with  which  he  rode  in  fi-ont  of  the  line, 
asd  q)oke  to  his  men  under  a  storm  of  bullets. 
Ilka  came  the  diarge,  scatterii^  the  rebels  like 

This  done,  it  only  remained  to  ride  on  from 
fficbmond  and  endeavor  to  gain  the  Union  lines 
Wow.  The  night  was  dark,  the  rain  feD  in  tor- 
RBte,  sod  the  cloaks  of  the  men  were  stiffened 
vith  deet,  but  the  column  spurred  on  at  full 
ipeed.  Sad  to  say.  the  advance,  with  Colonel 
I^ib%ren,  became  separated  from  ihe  main  body, 
fid  It  dawn  of  Wednesday  he  found  hims<^if, 
^  a  litde  party  of  seventy  men,  in  the  very 
■idst  of  a  bostile  country. 

8tili  hokliDg  on  the  swift  tenor  of  his  way, 
WocMed  the  Pkonunkey  and  reached  the  Mat- 
^>ooj  not  long  after  noon.  The  men  and 
^wses  bad  been  crossed  over  the  river,  the  few 
^id^tes  had  been  called  down  from  their  posts 
lod  also  sent  across.  Colonel  DahlCTen  remain- 
■^  akoe  00  the  southern  bank.  The  chivalry 
ni  now  ga&ered  in  the  bushes,  and  deliber- 
ate^ op^ed  fire  on  him,  though  they  saw 
pteilj  that  he  was  crippled  by  the  loss  of  a  leg 
ndonij  stood  erect  by  aid  of  the  crutches  on 
vbieh  he  leaned ;  the  waters  of  the  river  sepa- 
titcd  him  from  every  helping  htod,  and  it  were 
••■^  for  a  strong  and  resolute  man  to  rush  for- 
*vd  and  bear  away  by  main  force  the  enfeebled 
^  of  the  weary  officer.    But  any  manly 


deed  was  a  flight  fSar  above  what  the  chivalry 
contemplated ;  they  could  assassinate  him  from 
the  ambush,  because  it  attained  their  base  pur- 
pose without  risk  to  their  own  craven  car- 
casses. In  utter  scorn  of  such  abject  fear 
Colonel  Dahlgren  bid  them  come  out  from  their 
hiding-places  and  discharged  his  pistol  at  them 
defiantly. 

The  contrast  thus  presented  might  well  in- 
spire the  pencil  of  the  artist 

But  the  young  warrior  was  not  to  close  his 
glorious  career  there ;  the  ferry-boat  bore  him 
over  unharmed;  he  mounted,  and  once  more 
led  his  band  onward.  It  was  at  this  time,  by 
their  own  accounts,  that  the  chivalry  had  an 
opportunity  of  numbering  exactly  ihe  force 
that  was  with  him,  and  ascertained  that  this 
renmant  did  not  exceed  seventy  men.  So  they 
contrived  to  collect  various  scattered  parties 
from  the  neighborhood  until  they  mustered 
three  or  four  times  the  force  of  our  retreating 
cavalry.  Even  with  this  advantage  the  mis- 
erable creatures  dare  not  offer  Colonel  Dahlgren 
a  fair  field  in  open  day.  There  were  those  of 
them  who  knew  him — ^the  gallant  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia— ^had  faced  him  in  Frederickeburg  with 
quite  as  great  a  superiority  of  numbers,  and 
had  been  driven  in  every  dfirection  until  they 
skulked  out  'of  the  town  like  whipped  curs. 
So  they  confederated  in  force  where  the  road 
wound  through  a  deep  forest,  and  awaited  the 
coming  of  the  Union  troop. 

This  happened  about  midnight,  and  repeated 
volleys  from  these  miscreants  did  their  work 
all  too  well. 

The  eallant  youth  feD,  pierced  by  many  balls 
at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  even  while  his 
brave  spirit  still  lingered  about  its  shattered 
tenement,  the  chivalry  began  to  strip  off  bis 
clothinff.  Whether  this  detestable  purpose  was 
accomplished  before  he  was  dead  1  know  not, 
nor  whether  the  infamous  wretches  paused  to 
make  siu*e  that  life  was  extinct  before  they 
severed  a  finger  from  his  hand  in  order  to 
secure  a  ring  given  by  a  departed  sister,  and 
dearly  prized  by  the  heart  that  now  is  as 
still  as  her  own. 

It  was  not  until  daylight  disclosed  the  utter 
helplessness  of  the  survivors,  that  the  victors 
tooK  heart  of  grace  and  consummated  their 
brave  deed  by  marchicg  the  wearied  and  fam- 
ished troopers  along  the  road,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  this  led  them  by  the  body  of  their 
young  chief,  just  as  it  lay,  stripped  and  covered 
with  mud,  but  yet  honored  by  the  sad  tokens 
which  it  exhibited  of  love  and  loyalty  to  the 
cause  of  his  country.  The  absent  limb  told  of 
recent  battie-fields,  and  the  breathless  body  gave 
assurance  that  the  last  sacrifice  had  been  made. 
The  young  life,  rich  in  promise,  had  been  laid 
down,  and  thus  was  redeemed  tne  solemn  oath 
of  fealty  to  the  Union. 

No  respect  for  the  well-known  gallantry  of 
their  victun,  no  feeling  for  his  extreme  youth, 
entered  into  the  thoughts  of  these  atrocious  ruf- 
fians, and  only  when  sated  with  the  mournful 
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sight  were  the  relics  of  the  noble  dead  permit- 
ted such  sepulture  as  a  hasty  grave  could 
afford. 

Be  it  remembered  that  to  this  time  nothiug 
was  known  of  the  forged  document  But  pres- 
ently it  came  to  the  upper  chivalry  at  Rich- 
mond that  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  expedition 
had  fallen.  Frenzied  with  terror  at  the  possi- 
ble consequences  of  the  success  of  the  under- 
taking— for  they  had  every  reason  to  dread  that 
the  vengeance  of  the  released  prisoners  would 
respect  no  person — they  sought  a  pretext  for 
the  meditated  villany  on  the  body  of  Colonel 
Dahlgren  in  a  forgery  which  they  thought  would 
extenuate  all  disregard  of  every  dictate  of  man- 
hood and  humanity. 

So  they  forged  the  lie  and  gave  it  currencv  in 
all  the  minuteness  of  a  seeming  fcuysiihUe,  while 
the  original  counterfeit  was  so  recklessly  exe- 
cuted that  the  shameful  deceit  could  not  fail  to 
be  apparent  to  any  one  having  the  least  knowl- 
edge of  Colonel  Dahlgren's  handwriting. 

So  the  remains  of  the  heroic  dead  were  torn 
from  the  grave,  conveyed  to  Richmond,  and 
there  exposed  to  the  taunts  and  ^aze  of  a  mob ; 
then  hurried  away,  in  the  obscurity  of  tiie  night, 
to  some  shameless  spot,  whence  it  was  intended 
thev  should  never  be  recovered. 

There  was  an  ingenuity  in  this  contrived  vil- 
lany from  which  the  mind  recoils  witii  horror. 

Contrast  the  high  and  holy  pmrpose  of  the 
Union  soldier — ^his  devotion  to  it,  even  to  death ; 
bis  calm,  undaunted  courage,  graced  by  every 
milder  virtue ;  his  kindly  hospitality  to  the  cap- 
tive rebel  officer,  so  lUy  requited;  contrast 
these  with  the  craven  cowardice  of  the  ruffians 
who  beset  him  and  did  midnight  murder ;  their 
brutal  desecration  of  his  body ;  and  worse  than 
these,  the  crimes  of  the  higher  chivalry,  who 
made  war  on  the  dead  as  such  could  only  wage. 
Contrast  these,  and  say  if  it  were  not  happier  to 
die  as  did  Ulric  Dahlgren — so  true,  so  gentle, 
and  80  brave — than  to  live  as  those  do  who,  to 
destroy  his  fan:  name,  have  iustified  and  ex- 
ulted in  his  assassination,  ana  forged  a  lie,  to 
their  eternal  infamij^ 

It  was  not  only  in  the  dark  hours  of  closing 
life  that  Cojonel  Dahlgren's  admirable  qualities 
were  exhibited ;  his  whole  life  was  ennobled 
by  the  presence  of  every  trait  that  can  adorn 
humanity. 

He  haid  completed  the  first  year  of  his  man- 
hood when  he  was  so  basely  assassinated ;  yet 
by  his  bravery  and  devotion  on  many  a  battle- 
field, he  had  won  the  high,  but  well-deserved, 
rank  of  Colonel  of  Cavairv.  That  commission 
was  transmitted  with  the  following  letter : 

WASBDroTOir,  July  24, 1862. 
Deab  Sib  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  commission 
for  Colonel,  without  having  passed  through  the 
intermediate  grade  of  Major.  Your  gallant  and 
meritorious  service  has,  I  think,  entitled  you  to 
this  distinction,  although  it  is  a  departure  from 
general  usage,  which  is  only  justified  by  distin- 
guished merit  such  as  yoursl    I  hope  you  may 


speedily  recover,  and  it  will  rejoice  me  to  be 
the  instrument  of  your  future  advancement  in 
the  service. 

With  great  regard, 

I  am  yours  truly, 

Edwin  M.  Staitton. 
Colonel  Uoao  Dahlgbbn. 

He  was  tall,  weU-built,  and  graceful;  his 
frame  gave  every  promise  of  future  streoogtii, 
but  as  yet  lacked  the  devebpment  of  the  ma- 
tured man,  and  was  divested  of  all  spare  flesh 
by  a  life  of  constant  activity  in  the  saddle. 

To  the  casual  observer  he  appeared  like  a 
very  young  and  very  diffident  man — gentle  and 
unobtrusive,  a  moderate  talker,  and  always  of 
pleasant  mood ;  but  beneath  lay  a  character  of 
the  firmest  mould,  a  constancy  of  purpose  never 
to  be  diverted  from  its  object  courage  that  w&b 
never  disturbed  by  anv  danger,  impulses  of  the 
purest  nature  habitually  in  exercise,  producing 
a  course  of  life  unblemished  by  the  least  mean- 
ness— a  good  son,  a  warm  Mend,  dutiful  alike 
to  God  and  man.  I  can  now  look  back  over  the 
whole  of  his  young  life,  and  declare  that  in  no 
instance  did  he  ever  fail  in  the  most  respectful 
obedience  to  my  least  wish:  A  more  perfect 
and  lovely  character  I  cannot  conceive. 

His  mmd  was  of  no  common  order,  and  he 
had  been  carefully  educated.  He  was  well-read 
in  classics,  a  good  mathematician,  and  expert 
with  the  pencil.  He  delighted  in  all  manly  ex- 
ercises, was  an  excellent  swimmer,  and,  as  a 
horseman,  not  surpassed,  but  was  a  bold,  prac- 
tised and  elegant  rider. 

As  a  soldier  his  conception  was  quidc,  his 
judgment  deliberate,  but  m  execution  rapid  as 
lightning  No  one  would  recognize  him  as  the 
unobtrusive,   retiring   youth   he   might  have 

Eassed  in  a  throng.  Having  spent  so  much  of 
is  leisure  time  with  me  in  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment, he  had  a  rare  knowledge  of  gunnery, 
which  was  often  turned  to  good  account  in  the 
field. 

His  courage  was  not  of  that  rampant  charac- 
ter so  troublesome  to  friend  as  well  as  foe, 
but  came  forth  instantly  at  the  first  sign  of 
danger. 

To  these  qualities  he  added  a  deep  sense  of 
religious  obligation,  having  been  carefullly 
trained  by  a  departed  mother  to  the  church  and 
to  the  Sunday-schooL  But  in  this,  as  in  many 
other  respects,  he  was  not  demonstrative. 

When  apparently  at  the  verge  of 'death  from 
a  wound,  and  reminded  of  the  danger,  he  smiled, 
and  s^id  that  he  had  never  gone  into  battle 
without  asking  forgiveness  of  his  sins  and  com- 
mending his  soul  to  his  Maker. 

And  so  passed  away  this  young  life,  so  radiant 
in  promise. 

N  or  is  it  only  a  father's  love  and  affection  that 
prompts  such  praise,  as  the  many  who  knew  him 
will  confirm. 

Full  testimony  has  been  borne  to  his  record  in 
the  school  from  which  he  had  withdrawn  bat  a 
few  years  before,  and  from  the  pulpit  of  the 
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dnirdi  where  he  had  heen  an  attentiYe  lifitener 
for  succeesiye  Sahbaths. 

The  lai^e  number  of  letters  which  I  have 
received  mux  those  who  knew  him  or  have 
heard  his  story  assure  me  that  my  son  appeared 
to  others  as  he  appeared  to  me.  Among  the 
kUeet  received  is  one  sent  me  for  perusal,  from 
aa  entire  stranger,  who  writes  thus : 
*  *  ♦  The  lamented  young  Dahlgren,  with 
whom  it  had  been  our  pleasure  to  form  a  brief, 
bat  most  agreeable  acquaintance.  This  was 
▼hOe  he  was  in  the  dty^  recovering  from  the 
amputation  of  his  Umb.     We  first  met  him 

&t .    He  was  present  upon  his  crutches,  and 

received  marked  attention  both  from  military 
tad  civilians.  The  news  of  his  cruel  death  pro- 
duced in  us  a  feeling  of  unmingled  sadness — the 
more  bo,  perhaps,  from  the  vivid  impression  left 
on  08  by  meeting  him  just  before  he  went  last 
to.tfae  field  and  entered  upon  his  fatal  expedition. 
It  was  at  one  of  Speaker  Colfax's  receptions 
vbere  we  had  a  lone  and  agreeable  conversar 
fioQ  with  him,  and  had  tiie  pleasure  of  intro- 
dndng  quite  a  number  of  om*  friends,  and  I  know 
that  &8  g^itleness  and  modest  deportment, 
joiiied  to  that  moral  heroism  that  seemed  to  per- 
^e  his  whole  spirit,  wiH  not  soon  be  forgotten 
bj  those  who  conversed  with  him.  Some  who 
beard  the  elaborate  and  wonderful  sermon  of 
Dr.  Sunderland  on  his  death,  but  who  had  never 
met  him,  were  ready  to  say  that  the  character 
drawn  by  the  Doctor  was  that  of  a  very  remark- 
able joong  man.  To  some  of  these  it  was  my 
I^iTil^e  to  say  that  the  picture  drawn  of  him 
was  a  true  one-  My  wife  has  often  referred  to 
bis  conversation  at  Colfax's.  His  whole  soul 
teemed  to  be  patriotically  absorbed  in  the 
struggle  of  his  country.  His  conversation  with 
evay  one,  however  commenced,  would  soon  be 
tnroed  to  the  great  conflict  in  which  oxur  beloved 
ooontry  is  engaged  for  the  maintenance  qji  its 
foreroment  against  the  determined  efforts  of 
▼icked  men  to  destroy  it  To  a  number  of 
jTopng  ladies  that  were  introduced  to  him  he 
aid,  in  a  pleasant  but  earnest  manner — "  Ladies, 
yon  ou^t  to  encourage  the  young  men  to  enlist 
in  4e  Union  army,  and  fight  for  our  country. 
It  is  their  duty,  and  ought  to  be  a  privilege  to 
be  okgaged  in  such  a  cause,  and  if  they  should 
^  it  would  be  in  a  holy  cause.  No  one  should 
consider  his  life  too  dear  to  lay  it  down,  if  need 
be,  for  our  glorious  Union  and  country.*^  These 
▼ae  the  sentiments,  and  as  near  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, the  language  used  by  hiuL  There  seemed 
a  wooderful  earnestness  and  almost  inspiration 
•boot  him  in  reference  to  our  country.  He  felt 
that  it  was  glorious  to  die  for  one's  country. 
To  an  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  sorrow  that  one  so 
proinising  and  so  fully  imbued  with  genuine 
(Atriotism  should  thus  early  in  life  be  cut  down 
K  SQch  a  ruthless  manner. 

Thus  he  appeared  in  the  social  circle.  An- 
cdier  letter  snows  him  in  the  perilous  hours  of 
the  expedition  tiiat  preceded  his  death — ^from  an 
officer  who  was  near  him  at  the  time. 


His  plavful,  pleasant  smile  ever  cheered  and 
inspired  nis  companions.  Good  nature  and 
firmness  seemed  in  him  most  pleasantly  blended, 
and  as  I  rode  beside  him  it  was  with  the  great- 
est pleasure  that  I  watched  his  face,  and  with 
every  glance  gained  new  trust  (The  column 
was  now  near  Richmond.)  We  aavanced,  and 
as  ni^ht  came  on  we  met  the  enemy  ;  the  skir- 
mishing was  heavy;  the  enemy's  fire  very 
annoying ;  but  I  stopped  in  admiration  of  the 
Colonel's  coolness.  He  rode  along  the  line, 
speaking  to  the  men,  so  calm,  so  quiet,  so  brave, 
that  it  seemed  to  me  the  veriest  coward  must 
needs  fight  if  never  before. 

When  he  gave  the  order  to  retire,  he  detailed 
our  regiment  for  rear  euard  and  placed  me  in 
charge  with  orders  to  keep  well  dosed  up,  but 
not  to  let  the  enemy  drive  me  on  the  column. 
He  then  rode  ahead  In  the  darkness  the  column 
became  divided,  etc. 

The  last  letter  he  ever  wrote  was  to  myself. 
It  was  from  the  camp,  just  before  putting  foot  in 
stirrup,  and  about  to  set  out  on  the  last  of  a 
brilliant  and  eventful  career.  He  directed  that 
it  should  only  be  given  to  me  in  the  event  of  his 
not  returning.  He  speaks  of  the  enterprise  as 
"  glorious,  and  that  he  would  be  ashamed  to  show 
his  face  a^ain  if  he  failed  to  go  in  it"  He  ex- 
pressed hmiself  as  fully  sensible  of  the  danger, 
and  concluded  thus :  "  If  we  do  not  return,  there 
is  no  better  place  to  give  up  the  ghost" 

Such  was  the  brave  and  generous  spirit  whose 
lijjht  has  been  quenched  forever.  That  of  itself 
might  have  sufficed  to  sate  the  vengeance  even 
of  traitors.  The  shocking  cruelty  which  has 
been  exhibited  to  his  inanimate  body,  and  the 
perpetration  of  forgery  to  justify  it,  will,  in  the 
end,  recoil  on  the  infamous  ruffians. 

To  the  eallant  voung  soldier  it  has  been  as 
nothing.  He  had  passed  away  to  his  final 
account,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  chivalry.  There  are  those  left, 
however,  whose  pride  and  pleasure  it  will  be  to 
vindicate  his  fieur  fame,  and  he  wiU  be  re- 
membered as  a  young  patriot  of  spotleis  life  and 
purest  purpose ;  honest,  true  and  gentle,  dutiful 
to  every  obligation,  unselfish  and  generous  to  a 
fault ;  an  undaunted  soldier  of  the  Union,  who 
never  struck  a  blow  except  at  an  armed  enemy, 
but  carefully  and  kindly  respected  the  claims  of 
defenceless  women  and  children ;  an  accom- 
pUshed  gentleman,  a  sincere  Christian,  a  faithful 
comrade,  who,  not  recovered  from  the  almost 
fatal  illness  consequent  on  losing  a  limb  in  battle, 
went  forth  to  brave  every  hardship  in  the  hope 
of  aiding  in  the  release  of  our  captive  soldiers 
from  the  dungeons  of  a  merciless  enemy,  who 
for  this  treated  his  dead  body  with  savage 
ferocity,  and  hesitated  not  to  forge  his  name. 

Peace  to  his  ashes,  wherever  they  rest ;  the 
laurels  on  the  young  and  fair  brow  of  Uhic 
Dahlgren  will  never  fade  while  there  are  true 
men  and  women  in  the  land  to  keep  them  green. 

John  A.  DAm^REN, 
Bear-Admiral,  oommanding  United  States  South  Atlantio  Block 

adlng  SqaadroD. 
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Doa34. 

RBOBUrriNG  IN  THE  BEBEL  STATES. 

0E3fERAL  W.  T.  SHERMAN'S  LETIER. 

HiADQUAimciia  MjurART  DmaioH  of  thi  MmssiFPi,  \ 
IN  1HB  Fbld,  near  ATLAircA,  Oa.,  July  80, 1864.     > 

John  A,  Spooner,  Esq,,  Agent  for  (he  Commonr 
veaUh  of  MassachuseUs,  JyashviUej  Tenn. 

Sir:  Youra  from  Chattanooga,  July  twenty- 
eighth,  is  received,  notifying  me  of  your  ap- 
pointment by  your  State  asLieutenant^lonel 
and  Provost-Marshal  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  mider  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
July  4, 1864,  to  recniit  volunteers  to  be  credited 
to  the  States  respectively. 

On  applying  to  General  Webster,  at  Nash- 
ville, he  will  grant  you  a  pass  through  our  lines 
to  those  States,  and,  as  I  have  had  considerable 
experience  in  those  States,  would  suggest  re- 
cruiting depots  to  be  established  at  Macon  and 
Columbus,  Mississippi ;  Selma,  Montgomery,  and 
MobUe,  Alabama ;  and  Columbus,  MiUedgeville, 
and  Savannah,  Georgia. 

I  do  not  see  that  the  law  restricts  you  to 
black  recruits,  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  collect 
white  recruits  also.  It  is  waste  of  time  and 
money  to  open  rendezvous  in  North-west  Geor- 

Dfor  I  assure  you  I  have  not  seen  an  able- 
ied  man,  black  or  white,  there,  fit  for  a 
soldier,  who  was  not  in  this  army  or  the  one 
opposed  to  it 

lou  speak  of  the  impresl^ion  going  abroad 
that  I  am  opposed  to  the  organization  of  colored 
regiments. 

My  opinions  are  usually  very  positive,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  know 
them. 

Though  entertaining  profound  reverence  for 
our  Congress,  I  do  doubt,  their  wisdom  in  the 
passage  of  this  law  : 

1.  Because  civilian  agents  about  an  army  are 
a  nuisance. 

2.  The  duty  of  citizens  to  fight  for  their  coun- 
try is  too  sacred  a  one  to  be  peddled  off  by  buy- 
ing up  the  refuse  of  other  States. 

3.  it  is  unjust  to  the  brave  soldiers  and  vol- 
unteers who  are  fighting,  as  those  who  com- 
pose this  army  do,  to  place  them  on  a  par  with 
the  class  of  recruits  you  are  after. 

4.  The  neero  is  in  a  transition  state,  and  is 
not  the  equal  of  the  white  man. 

6.  He  is  liberated  from  his  bondage  by  act  of 
war ;  and  the  armies  in  the  field  are  entitled  to 
all  his  assistance  in  labor  and  fighting,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  proper  quotas  of  the  States. 

6.  This  bidding  and  bartering  for  recruits, 
wliite  and  black,  has  delayed  the  reinforcement 
of  our  armies  at  the  times  when  such  reinforce- 
ments would  have  enabled  us  to  make  our  suc- 
cessespermanent 

7.  The  law  is  an  experiment  which,  pending 
war,  is  unwise  and  unsafe,  and  has  delayed  the 
universal  draft  which  I  firmly  believe  will  be- 
come necessary  to  overcome  tiie  widespread 
resistance  offered  us:  and  I  also  bdieve  the 


universal  draft  will  be  wise  and  beneficial ;  for 
under  the  Providence  of  Gk>d  it  will  separate 
the  sheep  from  the  goats,  and  demonstrate  what 
citizens  will  fight  for  their  country,  and  what 
will  only  talk. 

No  one  will  infer  from  this  tiiat  I  am  not  a 
friend  of  the  negro  as  well  as  the  white  race ;  I 
contend  that  the  treason  and  rebeUion  of  tl^e 
master  freed  the  slave,  and  the  armies  I  have 
commanded  have  conducted  to  safe  points  more 
negroes  than  those  of  any  (General  officer  in  the 
army ;  but  I  prefer  negroes  for  pioneers,  team- 
sters, cooks,  and  servants,  others  gradually  to 
experiment  in  the  art  of  the  soldier,  beginning 
with  the  duties  of  local  garrison,  such  as  we 
had  at  Memphis,  Yicksburg,  Natchez,  Nashville, 
and  Chattanooga ;  but  I  would  not  draw  on  the 
poor  race  for  too  large  a  proportion  of  its  ac- 
tive, athletic  young  men,  for  some  must  remain 
to  seek  new  homes  and  provide  for  the  old  and 
young — the  feeble  and  helpless. 

These  are  some  of  my  peculiar  notions,  but  I 
assure  you  they  are  shared  by  a  large  propor- 
tion of  our  fighting  men. 

You  may  show  this  to  the  agents  of  the 
other  States  in  the  same  business  as  yourself. 
I  am,  etc., 

W.  T.  Shkrmak, 

MiOor-Oeotna. 

Official  copy : 

L.  M.  Daytoic, 

Aide-de-Gunpi 
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GENEEAL  DENNIS'  EXPEDITION. 

HlADQUABXBfl  SBTBrnr-8aSB  lUDfOIS  VOLUimSE  iHTAjmrr,  \ 

VioDBiTBo.  lias,  Julj  18.    / 

I  send  a  brief  description  of  the  expedition 
to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  which  left  uiis  city 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  instant,  and  returned 
on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  instant,  under  com- 
mand of  Bri^idier-General  E.  8.  Dennis,  com- 
mander of  the  First  division  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  and  a  complete  list  of  the  losses  in 
diffierent  companies  during  the  engagement  on 
the  morning  of  the  sevetith  instant,  at  a  point 
some  three  miles  west  of  Jackson,  known  as 
"  Cross-roads,"  or  rather  where  the  Canton  road 
intersects  the  main  Jackson  road. 

On  the  evening  of  June  thirtieth,  orders  were 
received  at  the  headquarters  of  the  different 
regiments  composing  the  force  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  a  move  the  next 
morning  at  two  o'clock ;  and  when  the  speci- 
fied time  arrived,  everything  was  in  readiness, 
and  a  start  effected.  Although  the  day  was 
exceedingly  warm  and  dusty,  we  marched  to 
Big  Black  river,  where  we  went  in  camp  for  the 
night,  with  the  expectation  of  resuming  our 
journey  at  an  early  hour  next  morning ;  but  not 
so. 

Morning  came,  but  no  orders,  in  consequence 
of  which  we  lay  in  camp  all  day  and  the  second 
night,  our  delay  being  to  await  the  construction 
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(d  the  poDtoon  bridge  over  the  river,  and  to 
ittend  to  the  drawing  of  rations  and  forage; 
bat  etrlj  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant 
we  took  our  position  in  ranks,  and  "  marched, 
ilowlj  oa"*  until  we  arrived  at  Champion  Hills, 
I  phioe  which  will  long  be  remembered  by 
frieods  of  manv  brave  men  who  now  lie  in 
8weet  repose,  filling  the  graves  of  true  soldiers, 
who  have  &Uen  battling  for  their  country's 
rights  vA  tiie  protection  of  their  old  emblem 
lad  protector,  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  under 
which  they  have  won  many  hard-fought  battles. 
Here  we  went  into  camp,  to  spend  another  night 
mder  die  grand  canopy  of  Heaven. 

N'ert  morning  we  moved  by  the  **  break  of 
dar,'  md  made  fine  progress,  it  having  rained 
the  night  previous,  which  tended  to  recreate 
md  ennven  our  little  army,  as  it  had  been  very 
wirm  md  dusty  the  preceding  three  days ;  and 
It  two  o'clock  p.  iL  we  were  encamped  in  the 
labarbs  of  Oincon,  a  small  town  on  the  Vicka- 
bor?  and  Jackson  railroad.  Here  we  had  made 
SDpie  anai^ements  for  doing  our  rations  jus- 
tice, when  the  advance,  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
▼a  itiaeked,  and  a  general  move  was  the 
r«alL  Eatableb  of  every  description,  which 
had  been  served  in  the  most  luxuriant  style, 
were  pot  aside,  and  a  line  of  battle  formed,  but 
to  DO  avail,  as  tiie  enemy  retreated  upon  our 
Disking  arrangements  to  meet  them ;  consequent- 
Ir  we  retired,  spending  the  balance  oi  our 
boon  of  rest  in  peace. 

MoniDg  came,  and  we  advanced  as  per 
orden,  at  seven  o'clock,  but  proceeded  only  a 
ihort  distance  when  this  regiment  was  ordered 
to  the  rear,  the  train  havina^  been  attacked  by  a 
■pad  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  for  the  remainder 
o(  the  day  we  acted  in  the  capacity  of  rear 
pwd,  bat  did  not  encounter  any  enemy,  they 
Bariog  gone  to  their  advance  to  support  a  bat- 
tey  whidi  was  operating  aeainst  our  front 
After  one  o'clock  the  enemy  fell  back  in  the  di- 
ndioQ  of  Oanton,  learning  that  Colonel  Cuates' 
8««>nd  brigade.  First  division,  would  effect  a 
Bok  movement  on  them. 

Previous  to  our  entering  Jackson  a  flag  of 
tnice  was  sent  out  by  the  citizens  with  a  request 
^  we  should  not  shell  the  citv,  reporting 
ao  enemy  there,  so  we  marched  througn  their 
jwe  proroerons  but  now  desolate  capital,  with 
Mgnert  ming,  fiDin^  the  air  with  the  melodi- 
cm  somidi  of  martial  music,  amidst  the  pro- 
^«ged  cheers  of  the  men,  and  arrived  at  tiie 
nver  on  the  soniiieast  of  the  dty,  where  we 
VMt  in  camp. 

EUfe  we  remained  tmtQ  four  o'clock  next  day, 
vheQ  ^  bugle  was  sonnded  to  depart,  the  di- 
Jfi^iott  or  destination  being  unknown  to  any 
bit  the  commanders,  and  in  a  few  moments  all 
*we  on  the  move  in  the  direction  of  what  was 
temed"home,''  but  alas  I  we  proceeded  but  a 
*Oftx  distance,  the  Seventy-sixtii  infantry,  being 
i^advance,  when  we  came  to  a  <*  haft"  Ar- 
*wy  was  now  put  in  position,  cavalry  thrown 
^  as  akinmshers,  and  the  Knes  established  by 
the  mfentry— -eveiytiiing  in  position,  and  the  baU 


opened.  Heavy  firing  from  both  sides  was  kept 
up  until  the  shades  of  darkness  set  in,  when 
both  armies  retired,  our  men  taking  position  and 
lying  on  their  arms  until  the  coming  mom, 
and  long  ere  the  sun  ascended  from  behind  tiie 
hiUs  of  the  far  distant  east,  the  skirmishing  com- 
menced. Heavy  firing,  both  from  artillery  and 
musketry,  was  kept  up  continually  until  seven 
o'clock,  neither  party  seeming  to  gain  any  ad- 
vantage, untU  finally  the  Second  brigade,  of  the 
gallant  old  Fourth  division  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  infantry  in 
front  as  skirmishers,  and  the  Forty-sixth  Illinois 
infantry  as  a  support  And  advance  they  did 
until  the  entire  hne  was  within  some  seventy- 
five  yards  from  the  enemy,  who  lay  in  one  posi- 
tion, which  they  had  established  the  previous 
evening,  under  cover,  lyine  in  the  edge  of  a 
body  of  heavy  timber,  whue,  on  the  contrary, 
our  linos  were  exposed  to  their  whole  fire,  be- 
ing in  an  open  field  which  inclined  toward 
them.  In  this  position  these  two  raiments  lay 
for  five  hours,  until  the  entire  train  had  passed, 
without  the  loss  of  a  wagon,  and  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  this  command  saved  all  from 
destruction  by  their  gadlantry  and  desperate 
fighting.  Too  much  credit  and  praise  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  officers  and  men,  and  permit 
us  to  say  that  no  braver  ever  entered  the  field 
of  battle.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Seventy- 
ninth  did  not  lose  an  officer,  and  had  twenty- 
one  on  the  field,  but  lost  about  one  hundred 
men  out  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
Lieutenan^Colonel  G.  G.  Jones  had  his  horse  shot 
four  times  while  riding  along  the  lines,  the  Lost 
shot  proving  fatal,  but  he  never  retired  from  the 
field,  although  his  lee  was  somewhat  fractured 
by  the  falling  of  his  horse. 

After  contmued  fighting  for  five  hours,  orders 
came  to  &11  back,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  this  r^ment  escaped  capture,  as 
they  were  compelled  to  leave  all  the  dead  and 
seriously  wounded  on  the  field,  being  obliged 
to  crawl  some  two  hundred  yards  under  a  heavy 
and  gaUing  fire,  after  which  they  re-formed  the 
line  and  crossed  a  large  opening  some  two  miles 
in  width,  under  a  constant  fire  of  grape,  can- 
ister, and  musketry,  when  we  rejoined  our 
command  in  good  order,  receiving  the  compli- 
ments of  the  General  and  his  staff,  who  iuxd 
given  ns  up  as  lost 

After  leaving  the  field  of  action  we  moved  in 
the  direction  of  the  train,  but  were  harassed  in 
the  rear  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  who  made 
three  unsuccessful  charges  on  a  section  of  Bol- 
ton's Chicago  battery,  but  were  successfully  re- 
pulsed on  each  occasion,  with  a  comparatively 
small  loss  on  our  side,  but  heavy  on  the  ene- 
my's, the  battery  pourine  a  murderous  fire  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell  into  their  ranks  as 
mey  advanced,  with  the  Eleventh  Illinois  in- 
fantry as  a  support,  who  at  nq  time  were  idle. 
After  this  repulse  we  had  no  more  serious 
trouble,  but  still  an  attack  was  hourly  expected 
on  the  train,  which  at  this  time  was  perCdctiy 
safe. 
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In  this  manner  we  reached  Baker's  Creek, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Champion 
Hills,  where  we  camped  for  the  night,  after  a 
hard  day's  work,  the  men  and  ammals  being 
completely  fatigued  and  worn  out,  having  been 
destitute  of  any  food  of  importance  for  the  past 
day,  and  the  heat  being  very  oppressive,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  there  were  several  cases  of 
sunstroke,  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  Time 
rolled  on,  and  by  four  o'clock  the  next  morning 
our  noble  little  band  could  be  seen  wending 
^eir  way  in  the  direction  of  Black  River,  where 
we  arrived  in  the  evening,  after  a  long  and  ar- 
duous march,  at  which  pkce  we  lay  until  four 
o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ninth  instant, 
when  our  last  days  march  began, «nd  by  the 
dead  hour  of  midnight  we  were  once  more 
within  the  walls  of  tms  ill-fated  city. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  is  thought  by  all  parties 
interested,  that  we  achieved  everything  antici- 
pated, having  drawn  forces  from  an  important 
point  of  the  enemy's,  thereby  gaining  advan- 
tages in  other  sources  and  by  destroying  a 
bridge  over  Pearl  River,  at  Jackson,  which  was 
partiaUy  completed.  Still,  the  general  supposi- 
tion is  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  General 
Dennis  to  engage  the  enemy  as  he  did,  knowing 
their  forces  outnumbered  ours,  havine  some 
three  thousand  five  hundred  cavafry  and 
mounted  infantry,  while  our  entire  force  of  eflfect- 
ive  men  did  not  exceed  two  thousand,  but  to 
attract  their  attention  so  that  our  train  could  be 
put  past  danger. 

I  must  not  close  without  speaking  of  our  noble 
brigade  commander.  Colonel  Dorublazer,  Forty- 
sixUi  Illinois  infantry,  his  staff.  Colonel  Bnsey, 
commanding  seventy-sixth,  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Jones,  commanding  fbrty-sixth,  who  at  all 
times  were  to  be  found  with  their  commands  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Also  to  the  minor 
officers  of  the  brigade,  who  can  be  numbered 
only  among  the  best,  and  as  an  honor  to  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Lon&  may  they 
survive  among  the  **  roaring  cannon  and  clashing 
of  arms,"  is  the  prayer  of  many  a  noble  heart 
under  their  commands,  and  may  their  heads  be 
crowned  wi^  laurels  ere  this  ^  cruel  war  is 
over."  

Doa  36. 
GENERAL  ROUSSEAXTS  EXFEDITIOK. 
NiamuB,  TKor.,  SvHj  27,  1864. 

A  raid  upon  the  rear  of  Johnston's  army,  and 
the  cuttine  of  his  line  of  communication,  hav- 
ing been  decided  upon  by  Greneral  Sherman,  the 
important  duty  of  carrying  it  out  was  intrusted 
to  Major-Greueral  Rousseau.  The  preparatory 
orders  to  him  were  issued  about  the  first  of 
July,  and  the  command  was  to  be  organized  out 
of  such  materials  as  were  at  hand.  Several 
regiments  of  cavalry  in  his  district,  which 
would  necessarily  form  a  part,  were  only  partly 
mounted,  and  were  scattered  at  different  points 
along  the  railroad.    They  were,  however,  gath- 


ered together  and  sent  as  promptly  as  possible 
to  Decatur,  Alabama,  from  wnidh  point  the 
expedition  was  to  start 

The  command  was  divided  into  two  brigadea 
— the  First  commanded  by  Colonel  T.  J.  fiairri- 
son,  Eighth  Indiana;  and  the  Second  by  Col- 
onel Hamilton,  Ninth  Ohio,  composed  as  fol- 
lows : 

First  Brigade. — Eighth  Indiana  cavahy,  lieii- 
tenan^Colonel  Jones ;  Eighth  Iowa  cavahy,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel M.  T.  Patrick ;  Second  Kentucky 
cavalry,  Lieutenant^^lonel  Watts. 

Second  -Bn^ocfe.— Ninth  Ohio  cavalry,  Cap- 
tain   ;    P^urth  Tennessee  cavahy.  Major 

Stevens;  and  two  guns  of  Battery  E,  First 
Michigan  artillery.  Lieutenant  Wightaian. 

General  Rousseau  reached  Decatur  on  tbe 
ninth  of  July,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  the  last  detachments  of  the  different  regi- 
ments which  were  to  compose  the  command 
also  arrived,  and  preparations  were  made  for 
starting  the  next  day. 

Sunday,  the  tenth,  was  a  busy  day  in  camp ; 
anything  but  a  Sabbath-like  stiUness  prevailed. 
In  the  morning  horses  were  issued  to  regiments 
yet  in  need  of  them — stents,  extra  clothing,  and 
other  articles  not  necessary  for  the  trip  were 
packed  up  to  be  left  behind,  and  the  bustle  of 
preparation  was  visible  in  every  quarter.  No 
vehicles  were  to  be  taken  except  five  ambu- 
lances for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and 
wounded.  The  whole  command  was  put  in 
light  marching  order,  so  as  to  move  with  celer- 
ity, the  necessary  articles,  such  as  ammunition, 
axes,  etc.,  being  transported  on  pack-males. 
The  men  were  not  allowed  to  carry  any  extra 
clothing  except  a  shirt  and  pair  of  socks  for  a 
chaoige ;  even  blankets  were  to  be  left  behind. 
Everything  betokened  that  the  movement  was 
one  that  required  rapidity  of  execution.  Fif- 
teen days'  rations  of  salt,  coffee,  and  sugar,  five 
of  hard  bread,  and  one  of  bacon,  were  issued 
to  the  men,  and  carried  in  their  haversackSi 
Subsistence  for  the  rest  of  the  trip  was  to  be 
obtained  in  the  country  to  be  traversed  by  the 
command.  To  provide  against  lameness  of  the 
horses  from  loss  of  shoes,  each  man  carried 
with  him  two  shoes,  fitted  for  his  horse,  and 
nails  sufficient  for  fastening  &em. 

In  the  afternoon  everything  was  ready,  the 
bugles  sounded  ''forward,'*  and  the  command 
moved  out  What  point  it  was  to  strike  for, 
few,  if  any,  knew,  except  its  commander  and 
General  Sherman,  who  had  intrusted  to  him  die 
important  enterprise.  AH,  however,  felt  that 
the  expedition  was  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
portance, and  that  it  was  intended  to  praetrate 
farther  into  the  interior  of  the  Confederacy  than 
any  sunilar  expedition  had  reached.  Hazard- 
ous it  mieht  he^  but  there  was  a  smack  of  dar- 
ing and  dash  about  it,  which  was  captivating, 
and  gave  to  officers  and  men  an  inspiriting  feel- 
ing different  from  that  of  an  ordinary  march. 
Entire  confidence  too  was  felt  in  the  gallant 
leader  of  the  coounand.  and  the  able  and  far- 
seeing  General  who  had  intrusted  him  with  it 
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Starting  otit  in  a  soatheasterly  direction,  the 
expedition  took  the  road  toward  Somerville,  a 
comfy  seat,  fifteen  miles  from  Decatur.  The 
roftd  crosses  ilint  river  seven  miles  out,  and 
masts  over  a  country  generally  of  flat  suriiBice. 
SooenriUe  was  reached  about  nine  o'clock  at 
iiigbt,aDd  the  command  bivouacked  until  mom- 
ii^.  A  forage  train  accompanied  it  this  far 
with  corn  for  the  horses — ^the  wagons  returning 
to  Decatur  next  day.  Henceforward  the  horses 
were  to  take  the  chances  of  such  forage  as  the 
oomtty  afforded  along  the  route. 

Jnlj  Utb^— The  expedition  was  now  fairly 
itarted  in  the  enemy  s  country,  and,  judging 
&offi  the  rations  issued,  was  not  likely  to  return 
to  our  own  lines  in  less  than  two  weeks.  The 
diredkm  pursued  was  about  the  same  as  before 
— foatheast  The  distance  marched  was  about 
thirtj  miles,  and  in  the  evening  the  command 
btTonacked  on  Sand  Mountain,  the  dividing 
ridge  which  separates  the  waters  flowing  into 
tbe  TeoDessee  nver  from  those  flowing  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  country  was  generally 
poor,  and  afforded  but  a  scantjr  supp^  of  for- 
ige  for  the  horses. 

JqIj  12t2L — ^Descending  Sand  Mountain  in  the 
woiingjtiie  expedition  forded  Black  Warrior 
nrer,  a  tributary  of  the  Tombigbee,  and  at  ten 
odod  reached  Blountsville,  the  county  seat  of 
Bbant  county. 

In  the  jail  here  were  found  two  deserters 
bm  Johnston's  army  and  four  negroes,  charged 
with  the  crime  of  seeking  their  liberty.  All 
^ere  released.  A  prisoner  charged  witii  mur- 
der was  in  confinement  in  the  same  jail,  and  was 
Ii&  to  await  his  trial  at  the  hands  of  the  civil 
nfiwrities.  Beyond  Blountsville  the  road 
fWBses  Strait  Mountain,  the  descent  of  which 
ii  remarkably  steep  and  rugged,  but  was  passed 
without  accident,  and  the  command  halted  for 
fte  iu£ht  in  a  fertile  valley,  where  a  good  sup- 
^T  Of  oxts  was  obtained  for  the  horses.  On 
ttiB  day's  march  the  first  armed  rebels  were 
j^a  BDiall  party  of  them  having  fired  on  the 
w^anoe  guard  on  the  mountain  and  then  fled. 
Ttcff  shots  were  ineffective. 

A  regiment  was  sent  forward  in  the  night  to 
^Mk,  five  miles,  to  secure  any  supplies  the 
Kbds  might  have  at  that  point  A  sufficient 
^tity  of  com  for  the  horses  was  obtained, 
>«  also  a  quantity  of  flour  and  bacon. 

ivif  13th. — ^Tlie  command  marched  into  Ash- 
^tm the  morning,  and  remained  for  several 
hMHB,  gettii^  tiie  liorses  completely  shod  up. 
AB  pla^  of  business  were  closed,  and  a 
w»ber  of  the  citizens  had  fled  in  terror  at  the 

rd»  of  &e  dreaded  Tankees.  The  printing 
of  tiie  county  paper  (the  "Ashville 
'wette,")  was  deserted  by  tiie  proprietors  and 
gtos,  leaving  the  forms  on  the  press,  the 
•otwii  being  partly  worked  off".  Tlie  paper 
g^med  Vallandigham's  speech  at  Hamilton, 
*io,aiid  in  an  editorial  article  eulogized  Val. 
•  »  "gifted  statesman,  orator,  and  patriotic 
"^^  Tb»  Editor  further  shows  the  follow- 


ede.' 


ing,  looking  to  the  peace  party  of  the  North  for 
aid  in  sustaining  the  rebellion : 

^  It  is  our  desire  to  see  the  names  of  Fernando 
Wood  and  0.  L.  Vallandigham,  or  some  of  their 
co-laborers,  placed  upon  the  ticket  of  that  party 
at  the  Chicago  xjonvention,  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  supported 
by  such  men  as  Long  and  Harris ;  and  just  in 
proportion  to  the  support  they  receive  will  the 
North  exhibit  signs  of  returning  reason  and 
humanity.  If  they  are  elected  we  expect  to 
have  peace,  independence,  and  constitutional 
liberty." 

Several  printers  were  detailed  and  sent  to 
the  office,  and  the  press  was  soon  put  to  a'  use 
never  anticipated  by  ite  owner — sprinting  orders 
and  blanks  for  a  Yankee  command.  The 
printers  also  amused  themselves  by  taking  out 
a  column  of  secession  stuff  from  the  form  of  the 
"Vidette,*'  and  inserting  a  short  editorial, 
changing  the  tone  of  the  paper,  and  also  some 
items  encouraging  the  arrival  of  General  Rous- 
seau's command.  A  few  copies  of  the  new 
edition  were  worked  ofif  before  the  command 
again  took  up  the  line  of  march. 

Here  a  change  was  made  in  the  organization 
of  the  brigades.  The  Ninth  Ohio  being  with- 
out a  field  officer^  and  having  an  inadequate 
number  of  line  omcers.  Colonel  Hamilton  took 
command  of  his  regiment,  which  was  placed  in 
the  First  brigade,  while  the  Fiftli  Iowa,  Fourth 
Tennessee,  and  the  battery  were  made  to  com- 
prise the  Second  brigade,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Patrick,  of  the  Fifth  Iowa. 

In  the  afternoon  the  march  was  continued 
over  a  rough,  barren  country,  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  expedition  reached  tiie  Coosa  river  at 
Greenport.  Here  it  was  expected  that  the 
rebels  would  attempt  to  delay  us;  if  they  could 
gather  any  force,  as  news  of  our  approach  had 
been  no  doubt  sent  forward.  None  were  to  be 
seen  when  the  bank  of  the  river  was  reached. 
The  ferryboat  was  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
was  gained  possession  of  by  a  party  swimming 
over.  General  Rousseau  at  once  ordered  a 
detachment  of  three  hundred  men  to  be  crossed 
to  hold  the  ferrv,  and  in  the  night  the  artillery 
was  also  ferried  over,  to  prevent  delay  in  tiie 
morning. 

Here  the  Fifth  Iowa  performed  the  sad  duty 
of  interring  the  remains  of  one  of  its  most  ef- 
ficient officers — Captain  William  Curl.  The 
regiment  was  in  the  rear,  and  Captain  Curl  and 
Captain  Wilcox,  of  the  same  regiment,  were 
riding  together  a  little  separated  from  their 
companies,  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  six 
men,  who  had  concealed  themselves  in  the 
bushes  by  the  roadside.  The  rebels  demanded 
their  surrender  before  firing,  but  both  officers 
attempted  to  escape,  when  they  were  fired  on 
from  the  rear,  and  Captain  Curl  instantly  killed. 
Captain  Wilcox  was  severely,  but  not  danger- 
ously, wounded>-eight  buckshot  having  pene- 
trated his  thigh. 

An  inspection  of  the  command  was  made, 
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and  a  number  of  horses  found  in  nnfit  condition 
for  the  trip.  All  men  who  from  sickness  or 
other  causes  were  not  likely  to  endure  the 
hardships  of  the  march  were  also  called  out  and 
sent  with  the  disabled  horses  to  make  their 
way  to  Guntersville,  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
about  forty  miles  distant  An  ambulance  was 
also  sent  to  convey  Captain  WUcox  and  others 
disabled.  They  subsequently  arrived  safely 
within  our  lines. 

July  14th. — At  daylight  the  column  was  in 
motioD,  preparing  to  cross  the  river.  At  the 
ferry  tlie  Coosa  is  a  deep  stream  about  three 
hundred  yards  wide,  with  but  little  current 
Four  mile»  further  down^  at  Ten  Islands,  it 
spreads  out  to  a  greater  width  and  is  fordable. 
The  detachment  under  command  of  Major  Gra- 
ham, of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  which  had  crossed 
at  the  ferry,  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
east  side  to  cover  the  ford,  whilst  the  main  col- 
umn proceeded  down  the  west  side  to  cross  at 
the  fording. 

Major  Graham  met  the  enemy  immediately 
after  leaving  the  ferry,  and  a  lively  skirmish- 
ing at  once  commenced.  The  rebels  were 
strongly  posted  in  the  woods  commanding  the 
road.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  and  the 
rebels  were  found  to  be  in  considerable  force 
and  in  a  position  to  delay  the  advance  of  a 
small  partv.  They  were,  however,  pressed 
back  slowly  by  our  skirmishers.  Meanwhile 
the  main  column  reached  the  fording,  and  the 
head  of  it  (the  Fifth  Iowa  in  advance)  com- 
menced crossing.  On  emerging  from  between 
two  islands,  and  having  yet  a  width  of  three 
hundred  yards  to  cross,  it  was  met  by  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  rebels  stronely  posted  behind 
rocks  and  trees  on  ihe  bank.  To  attempt  to 
force  a  passage  would  have  been  to  incur  a 
heavy  loss,  and  the  advance  withdrew  behind 
ah  i^nd,  under  cover  of  which  they  replied 
vigorously  to  the  rebels'  fire.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Patrick  also  placed  the  Fourth  Tennes- 
see on  a  larger  island,  below  and  in  the  rear  of 
the  first  named,  and  the  men  of  that  regiment 
and  of  the  Fifth  Iowa,  were  deployed  as  sharp- 
shooters, and  from  behind  trees  exchanged  shots 
with  the  rebels  who  were  similarly  posted  on 
the  bank.  Two  companies  were  sent  to  look 
for  a  ford  reported  to  be  two  miles  down  the 
river,  but  failed  to  find  it  A  detachment  of 
one  hundred  men  was  sent  across  the  ferry  to 
to  reinforce  Major  Graham,  to  enable  him  to 
drive  the  rebels  from  his  front  and  attack  in  the 
rear  those  posted  at  the  ford.  Colonel  Jones, 
of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  was  afterwards  sent 
with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  for  the  same  pur- 

Sose,  but  the  work  was  finally  accomplished  by 
[ajor  Graham  before  his  arrivaL  While  the 
mam  column  was  thus  delayed  at  the  river,  a 
fordable  place  was  found  about  a  mile  below, 
and  General  Rousseau  was  about  throwing  a 
detachment  across,  when  the  rebels  suddenly 
disappeared  from  the  flank.  Major  Grskham 
having  succeeded  in  driving  them  from  his 
front  and  the  ford,  killing  some  fifteen  of  them 


(two  of  whom  were  officers,  one  of  them  hen  g 
General  Clanton's  Assistant  Adjutant-Genaal), 
wounding  about  forty,  and  capturing  sevo^l 
prisoners,  among  whom  were  LieutenantOobnel 
Lary  and  Major  McWhorter,  of  the  Sixth  Ala- 
bama  cavahy.  The  force  opposed  to  us  proved 
to  be  part  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Akbama 
cavalry,  with  militia  and  such  other  troops  as 
could  be  hastily  got  together,  and  was  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Clanton.  But  one 
man  was  injuml  on  the  Federal  side,  and  he 
was  wounded  by  a  comrade,  who  mistook  him 
for  a  rebeL 

The  ford  being  dear,  the  column  commenced 
crossing.  The  passage  of  the  river  wasa  beau- 
tiful si^t  The  long  array  of  horsemen  wind- 
ing between  the  green  islands  and  taking  a  wet- 
pontine  course  across  the  ford — ^their  arms 
fla^ng  back  the  rays  of  the  burning  sun,  and 
guidons  gaily  fluttering  along  the  column,  formed 
a  bright  picture,  recamng  the  days  of  romance, 
and  contrasting  strongly  with  the  stem  hard- 
ships and  vivid  realities  of  the  every-day  life 
on  the  duty  march. 

This  ford  is  one  crossed  bv  General  Jadcsoo 
during  his  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians. 

Without  further  delay,  the  march  was  re- 
sumed. The  day  was  very  hot  and  int  ilerably 
dusty.  A  few  miles  frt>m  the  river  we  reached 
an  iron  furnace  which  was  being  operated  for 
the  rebel  au&orities.  It  was  thoroughly  de- 
stroyed by  General  Rousseau's  orders.  After  a 
march  of  fifteen  miles  a  halt  was  made  for  about 
two  hours  to  feed  and  rest  The  heat  of  the 
day  was  very  trying,  particularly  upon  the  artil- 
lery horses,  and  finding  that  to  retain  both  guns 
would  impede  the  march  and  prevent  that  ra- 
pidity of  movement  which  was  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  expedition,  General  Rousseau 
promptly  decided  to  destroy  one  and  attach  the 
extra  horses  to  the  other,  so  that  it  could  be 
moved  aloi^  at  the  same  gait  the  cavalry 
marched,  ft  was  speedily  dismounted — the 
trunions  broken  off  and  the  carriage  destroyed. 
The  night  was  cool  and  pleasant,  and  the  moon 
shone  brightly.  The  march  was  continued  until 
midnight,  when  the  command  halted  at  Este- 
hawba,  twenty-^ve  miles  from  the  Coosa.  The 
country  traversed  was  more  fertile  and  better 
improved  than  any  reached  previously. 

July  15thd — At  daylight  the  men  were  agam 
in  their  saddles  and  on  the  road.  P&ssing  many 
large  farms,  with  good  fields  of  com,  wheat,  and 
oats,  we  reached  Talladega  (sixteen  miles)  abont 
ten  o'clock.  Here  we  struck  a  railroad  extend- 
ing from  Selma  in  a  northeast  direction,  origin- 
ally intended  to  connect  with  Rome,  Georgia, 
but  only  completed  to  Blue  Mountain,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Talladega.  The  road  has  no  spe- 
cial importance  in  reference  to  present  military 
operations.  A  small  rebel  force  lefl  Tallad^;a  a 
few  hours  before  our  approch,  and  moved  down 
the  railroad  to  the  bridge  over  the  Coosa  river, 
our  coming  having  been  heard  of,  and  the  de- 
struction of  that  bridge  being  supposed  by 
them  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  e^peditioiv 
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They  were  unable,  however,  to  remove  their 
commiaflary  Btores  and  other  sttpplies,  which 
fell  into  our  hands.  About  one  hundred  thou- 
nod  rations  of  sugar  and  salt,  and  twenty  thou- 
eand  rations  of  flour  and  bacon,  and  a  number  of 
boxes  of  tobacco,  were  taken — ^the  command 
Bopplied  with  wl^t  they  needed  and  the  rest 
destix}yed.  The  railroad  depot  was  burned, 
with  the  contents,  consisting  of  leather,  nitre, 
gnin  sacks,  one  hundred  sacks  of  flour,  three 
nimdred  bushels  of  wheat,  five  hundred  barrels 
of  salt,  four  platform  scales,  a  lot  of  shoes,  cot- 
ton, and  other  articles.  Two  fireight  cars  on  the 
tirack  were  also  burned. 

In  the  hospital  were  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  who  were  pa- 
roled. 

A  gon  &ctory  in  town,  which  has  done  a 
hrge  amount  of  work  for  tna  rebel  army,  prin- 
dinUy  in  the  way  of  repairing,  was  efifectuaUy* 
destrojed  by  breaking  the  machinery.  The 
boildiog  itself  could  not  be  burned  widiout  de- 
stroying a  part  of  the  town,  which  Qeneral 
Rousseau  ^ould  not  permit  to  be  douf.  An- 
other larger  establishment  of  the  same  kind,« 
OQtside  of  the  town,  was  destroyed  by  the  reb- 
els themselves  before  leaving.  Several  cases  of 
miisketB  were  found  stored  in  a  stable,  and  were 
destroyed. 

A!her  resting  a  few  hours  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  the  conunand  again  moved  on  at  four 
oclock  in  the  evening.  The  direction  was 
Dearly  south,  and  gave  ihe  rebels  tiie  impres- 
sion that  the  Coosa  bridg^was  the  point  aimed 
at  From  Montgomery  and  Selma  papers,  after- 
wards obtained,  it  was  learned  that  they  were 
coo?inced  that  such  was  the  object,  and  had 
disposed  their  forces  accordingly,  which,  no 
doubt,  saved  the  command  considerable  annoy- 
MK»,  as  our  rout  was  left  clear.  We  were 
moving  in  the  general  direction  of  Montgom- 
ery, and  the  news  caused  ^eat  consternation 
in  that  rebel  capitaL  Marchmg  until  mid-night, 
the  command  passed  the  littie  village  of  Sylla- 
c&nga,  and  halted  twenty-five  miles  from  T^Ia- 
de^  unarmoyed  by  the  rebels,  who  were,  no 
doubt,  bosily  at  work  fortifying  themselves  at 
the  bridge,  which  we  had  left  perhaps  twenty 
miles  to  oar  rieht  and  rear,  having  h^  but  two 
or  three  hours  sleep  the  previous  night,  and  a 
wearisome  march  tiurough  the  day,  the  men 
were  nearly  overcome  with  fatigue  and  drowsi- 
ness, and  as  soon  as  thelialt  was  made  dropped 
themselves  on  the  ground  to  seek  repose. 

July  16tiL — ^An  early  start  and  a  march  of 
fifteen  miles,  brought  the  command  to  Brad- 
ford, where  a  cotton  &ctory  was  in  operation. 
Here  a  halt  was  made,  and  several  hours*  rest 
taken. 

A  case  of  iHurbarous  punishment  occurred  re- 
cently in  the  vicinity  of  Saccapatoy,  a  vUlaj^e  a 
mile  or  two  from  Bradford,  whic^  woula  be 
incredible,  were  it  not  sunported  by  the  testi- 
flwny  of  eye-witnesses,  ana  had  not  slavery  and 
leoenon  together  turned  men  into  fiends.  A 
Mgrb,  charged  with  having  killed  his  master, 
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was  arrested  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, tied  to  a  tree,  and  burned  to  deaOi.  His 
torture  was,  no  doabt,  to  some  extent,  mitigated 
by  the  very  means  used  to  make  it  severe.  Dry 
pitch-pine  was  piled  up  closely  around  him, 
which  burned  so  rapidly,  and  poured  out  such  a 
dense  smoke,  that  he  was  ahnost  instantly  suffo- 
cated. A  witness  stated  that  he  never  screamed 
or  groaned,  but  seemed  to  suffocate  at  once. 

At  Youngville  a  quantity  of  rebel  grain  and 
bacon  was  obtained.  In  every  county  there  are 
several  depots,  for  receiving  the  "  tax  in  kind" 
imposed  by  the  Confederate  Government,  being 
one-tenth  of  all  productions  of  the  soiL  These 
are  gathered  in  by  agents,  and  sent  off  wherever 
ordered  for  the  supplv  of  the  army.  At  these 
points  the  expedition  found  supplies  ready  for 
their  use. 

The  Tallapoosa  river  was  yet  to  be  crossed 
before  reaching  the  destination  of  the  expe- 
ditioiL  It  is  fordable  in  but  few  places,  and  the 
fords  rather  difficult  for  artillery.  It  was  impor- 
tant, therefore,  to  obtain  possession  of  a  ferry. 
Information  was  obtained  of  an  old  ford  near 
Stowe's  ferry,  and  General  R^iusseau  decided 
upon  crossing  at  that  point.  The  night  march 
from  TaUadega,  and  the  pressing  forward  during 
the  day,  had  prevented  news  of  our  approach 
^ettin^  much  ahead  of  us,  and  on  arriving  at  the 
ferry  m  the  night  it  was  found  to  be  all  ripjat — 
a  rope  stretching  across  the  river  and  the  ferry- 
boat in  working  order.  The  artillery  and  pack 
train  were  crossed  over  the  ferry,  and  the  rest 
of  the  command  forded  the  river  half  a  mile 
above.  The  fording  was  difficult,  and  the  pass- 
age was  not  accomplished  until  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  but  all  got  over  safely.  The  day's, 
march  w<»  about  thirty-five  miles. 

July  17th. — ^The  expedition  was  now  within 
one  diy's  march  (about  thirty  miles)  of  the  At- 
lanta and  Montgomery  Raihroad — a  road  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  rebel  army,  being  the 
one  over  which  the  greater  portion  of  their  sup- 
plies were  drawn,  and  forming  the  line  of  com- 
munication with  the  Southwest,  General  Rous- 
seau determined  to  push  rapidly  forward  to 
reach  it  before  night  Just  as  the  command  was 
about  starting,  the  videttes  fired  upon  a  small 
party  approaching  them,  and  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing two  and  killing  one.  The  one  killed  was 
a  Captain  Mason,  in  command  of  a  scouting 
party  from  Dadeville  on  the  way  to  destroy  the 
lerry  to  prevent  our  crossing,  rumors  of  our  ap- 
proach having  reached  them,  but  with  no  defin- 
iteness.  They  were  a  littie  two  late  to  accom- 
ptish  their  object  No  other  party  of  rebels 
was  met  during  the  day.  Passing  through 
Dadeville,  the  march  was  continued  toward  me 
railroad  at  Loachepoka  station. 

Three  miles  from  the  raihroad  a  rebel  officer, 
Ideutenant^lonel  Craig,  of  the  Tenth  Texas 
cavalry,  was  captured  by  the  advanced  euard  at 
a  house  where  he  was  enjoying  himself  in  the 
society  of  a  bevy  of  young  ladies.  He  was  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise,  and  was  much  cha- 
grined at  his  capture.    ^  tall,  elegant-looking 
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young  lady,  in  great  distress,  and  weeping  with 
fear  and  vexation,  approached  General  Rous- 
seau and  plead  fervently  that  Colonel  Craig  should 
be  aUowed  to  remain.  The  General  received  her 
in  the  kind  and  urbane  Hianner,  which  is  one  of 
his  characteristics.  "  Are  you  the  Coloners 
wife,  madame  ?'*  he  inquired.  "  No,  sir,  I  am  his 
friend."  The  General  smiled  as  he  remarked 
that  he  presumed  it  amounted  to  the  same  thing, 
and  assured  her  that  her  **  friend"  would  not  be 
injured,  but  would  be  paroled  and  allowed  to 
remain.  His  parole  was  taken  and  he  was  left 
to  enjoy  the  company  of  his  fair  advocate. 

About  sundown  the  command  reached  Loack- 
epoka,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  railroad. 
No  force  was  there,  and  all  was  quiet  We  had 
penetrated  into  the  rear  of  the  rebel  army,  and 
were  now  on  their  most  important  line  of  com- 
munication. Loackepoka  Station  is  forty-eighi 
miles  from  Montgomery. 

Working  parties  were  at  once  detailed,  and 
the  work  of  destruction  commenced.  The 
character  of  the  superstructure  of  the  road 
was  peculiarly  &vorable  for  the  purpose.  Thi 
ties  were  of  pine,  and  the  track  was  laid  of 
light  iron,  spiked  to  pine  timbers,  set  into  every 
fourth  tie.  These  longitudinal  stringers*  were 
readily  raised  from  their  position  by  means  of 
fence  rails  used  as  levers.  Twenty  or  thirty 
men  would  raise  one  hundred  feet  at  a  time,  on 
one  side,  and  place  the  timber  and  rail  on  top  of 
the  rail  on  the  other  side.  Fence-rails  and  otner 
combustible  material  were  then  piled  on  it,  and 
fire  started.  The  result  of  the  operation  was 
the  destruction  of  the  timbers,  the  complete 
warping  of  the  iron  rails  from  expansion  by  the 
intense  heat,  and  the  burning  of  the  ties  where 
the  track  rested  upon  them,  so  as  to  make  them 
utterly  unserviceable.  On  no  other  road,  per- 
haps, could  so  thorough  a  destruction  be  enect- 
•ed  by  such  simple  means.  The  pine  was  of  a 
pitchy  character,  and  burned  so  readily  that 
the  ties  were  completely  destroyed  without 
raising  them  from  the  road-bed,  and  the  iron 
was  thoroughly  dravm  out  of  shape  by  the  heat. 
The  track  was  not  merely  torn  up,  but  it  was 
destroyed — ^ties,  iron,  and  other  material  being 
Tendered  unfit  to  use  again. 

The  railroad  buildings  at  Loackepoka  con- 
tained a  large  quantity  of  oats,  corn,  and  flour 
from  which  the  command  was  supplied.  Fif- 
teen saddle  trees,  two  thousand  pair  of  har- 
ness, and  several  hundred  musketo  were  also 
captured  and  destroyed. 

During  the  n^ht,  the  railroad  depot,  a  wooden 
building,  took  nre  from  the  burning  railroad, 
and  for  a  time  there  was  danger  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  hotel  and  several  fine  buildings. 
The  flames  spread  in  a  direction  where  a  part 
of  the  horses  were  picketed  to  fences  and  trees, 
and  a  stampede  was  feared.  It  was  a  wild  and 
exciting  scene.  The  long  lines  of  fires  up  and 
down  the  track  were  sending  up  volumes  of 
dense  smoke,  and  lighting  up  the  heavens  with 
A  lurid  glare,  whil^  the  lames  from  the  burn- 
ing buildings  shot  far  upward  and  reached  out 


as  if  eager  for  further  destruction*  The  neigh- 
ing and  rearing  of  the  frightened  horses  ud 
hurrying  to  and  fro  of  the  men  to  move  them 
and  their  equipments  away  from  the  fire,  added 
to  the  excitement  of  the  scene.  ^The  baildings 
burned  down  rapidly,  and  the  danger  of  me 
fire  spreading  was  soon  over,  (reneral  Rone- 
seau,  by  his  personal  exertions,  assisted  in  sav- 
ing the  residence  of  a  widow  lady,  who  was 
astonished  at  finding  assistance  rendered  from 
those  she  had  been  led  to  consider  only  as  vaa- 
dais.  Men  were  detailed  to  protect  the  buikJ. 
ing  with  wet  blankets  until  the  danger  was 
over. 

July  18th. — ^Details  working  in  tiie  night  de- 
stroyed several  miles  of  the  road.  In  the  room- 
ing the  command  was  divided  in  to.  four  detach- 
ments to  continue  the  work.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
of  the  Ninth  Ohio,  with  his  regiment  and  a  part 
of  the  Fourth  Tennessee,  moved  toward  AtJan- 
ta,  destroying  the  track  as  he  went  At  Au- 
burn, six  miles  from  Loackepoka,  bis  advaDoe 
was  attacked  by  the  rebels,  but  after  some 
skirmishing  he  drove  them  off  and  continued 
the  work.  He  destroyed  a  quantity  of  lumber 
and  a  large  amount  of  quartermasters*  aod  com- 
missarv  stores  at  Auburn.  A  mile  or  two  above 
that  place  a  locomotive  was  met  coming  down 
from  Opelika.  The  engineer,  on  seeing  the  Yan- 
kees, endeavored  to  back  out,  but  the  engioe 
ran  off  the  track.  The  engineer  and  two 
other  men  were  c^tured  and  the  locomotive 
destroyed.  ▼ 

Major  Baird,  with  four  companies  of  the  Fifih 
Iowa  and  four  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee,  was 
ordered  to  march  to  Chehaw  Station,  twelve 
miles  toward  Montgomery,  to  destroy  a  trestle 
bridge  and  the  station  buildings  and  work  back, 
destroying  the  road.  Colonel  Watts,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  moved  down  the  raOroid 
from  L<»ackepoka  in  the  same  direction,  and 
Colonel  Jones,  with  the  Eighth  Indiana,  starts 
for  Notasulga,  a  station  between  Loackepoka 
and  Chehaw.  The  road  was  destroyed  to  Nota- 
sulga and  several  miles  beyond.  About  sixty 
tents,  with  poles  and  pins  complete,  were  here 
destroyed,  and  a  further  quantity  of  commis- 
sary stores.  A  water  tank  and  the  railroid 
buildings  were  also  burned.  Two  miles  beyond 
Notasu%a  was  a  camp  for  conscripts  and  con- 
vaJescents,  with  barracks  for  two  or  three  thou- 
sand men.  Those  who  were  able  to  do  ^  had 
made  their  escape,  leaving  about  one  himdred 
sic^  in  the  hospital  The  hospital  buildings 
and  tents  connected  with  them  were  spared, 
aud'the  remainder  of  the  camp  destroyed. 

The  detachment  under  command  of  Major 
Baird  met  a  rebel  force  just  upon  arrivmg  in 
sight  of  Chehaw  Station,  The -trains  were  on 
the  track  which  had  brought  them  up  from 
Montgomery.  Major  Baird  deployed  his  force 
on  both  sides  of  the  railroad  and  was  met  by 
the  enemy  in  much  larger  force  than  his  own. 
A  brisk  fight  ensued,  but  the  enemy  proved  too 
strong,  and  our  men  fell  back  with  a  loss  of  one 
killed  and  several  wounded.    Six  companies  d 
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the  Eighth  Indiana  were  brongbt  np,  and  an 

idTaace  again  made.    Major  Baird,  with  two 

G>mpanie8  of  the  Fifth  Iowa,  moving  on  the  left 

of  the  road,  supported  by  two  companies  of  the 

Sghtfa  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Jones,  with  four 

companies  of  the  Eighth  on  the  right  side. 

Tbft  rebels  were  met  in  Major  Baird*8  front  and 

ts  obstinate  fight  ensued,  but  they  were  pressed 

back  until  they  finaUy  gained  a  position  in  a 

aaall  nviene  running  down  from  the  raihroad, 

from  which  they  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon  our 

QeQ,  who  could  not  advance  upon  them  from 

the  front  without  heavy  loss.    Both  sides  held 

their  positions  for  some  time,  until  two  com- 

umes  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  were  sent  across 

Evm  the  right  side  •f  &e  railroad,  turned  the 

Rbdfl'  left  and  got  into  their  rear,  pouring  in  a 

■orderooB  fire  with  tlieir  Spencer  rifles,  while 

fte  Fifth  Iowa  assaulted  them  in  front.    The 

rebels  were  routed  from  their  position  and  fled, 

laving  over  forty  dead  and  and  a  large  nmnber 

of  wtwnded  on  the  field.    The  Fifth  Iowa  lost 

flee  killed  and  four  wounded.    Finding  that  the 

itbeb  were  in  considerable  force,  and  were  pre- 

pired  to  make  an  obstinato  defence,  and  that  to 

crite  them  completely  from  the  road  would 

ttf^diie  a  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the  forces 

e^a^ed  in  destroying  the  track,  Cleneral  Roufr-' 

■aa  ordered  that  portion  of  the  command  back, 

fee  track  having    in   the   meantime  been  de- 

itrt)yed  several  miles  below  Notasulga.  Retum- 

iag  throogh   Loackepoka,  Colonel   Hamilton's 

cuooand  was  overtaken  between  Auburn  and 

Opelikk,  and  the  whole  division  bivouacked  for 

,  d^  night 

ijlj  19th, — ^In  the  morning  Colonel  Harrison, 

I  with  a  part  of  the  Eighth  rndiana  and  the  Sec- 

:  ttd  Kentucky,  continued  the  work  of  destruc- 

i  ti-fa  toward  Opelika,  and  the  rest  of  the  cora- 

1  ■Kid  marched  by  a  road  leading  to  the  right  of 

I  &e  raiboad,  and  reached  the  Columbus  Rail- 

I  B*i,aniile  orjtwo'east  of  Opelika.    This  road 

tras  part  of  a  line  connecting  Macon  with  the 

.  AlU'iU  and  Montgomery  Railroad  at  Opelika. 

^  Xinth  Ohia  commenced  operations  on  this 

,  fact  and  destroyed  it  as  far  as  the  junction, 

;  *t»cre  they  connected  with  Colonel  Harrison, 

wi)  had  moved  up  ihe  other  road. 

A  leUchment  under  direction  of  Lieutenant- 

Wjoel  Patrick,  destroyed  the  depot  buildings, 

I  tannables,  cars,  switches,  &c,  at  the  junction, 

,  «>d  several  miles    of   track    toward    Atlanta. 

I  llwe  were  six  cars  on  the  track  filled  with 

feather,  nails,  and  other  supplies,  for  the  *  rebel 

tfa.T.   Thirty  boxes  of  tobacco  were  also  seized 

toi  iasued  to  the  men.     About  seventy-five 

.  Aoofan-i  rations  of  sugar,  and  thirty  thousand  of 

I  bar  and  bac^/n  were  obtained,  and  after  sup- 

i  f^i&g  Uie  command,  the  remainder  was  des- 

Ltored. 

!  the  work  for  which  the  expedition  was  sent 
j  cm  was  now  thoroughly  ^complished.  It  had 
I  •wiei  over  three  hundred  miles  in  nine  days — 
fKetTited  tme  hundred  and  nine  miles  in  the 
!  tt»  of  Johnston's  army — destroyed  thirty  miles 
tfnilroad  track,  witb,  ita  depot  buildings,  water- 


tanks,  switches,  turn-tables,  etc.,  one  locomotive, 
a  number  of  cars,  and  large  quantities  of  sup- 
plies and  material.  As  a  rebel  prisoner  aptly 
remarked,  it  made  '*  a  big  hole  in  Johnston^ 
haversack."  The  rapidity  and  boldness  of  the 
movement  struck  terror  into  the  heart  of  rebel- 
dom,  and  caused  such  bewilderment  that  no 
serious  opposition  was  made  to  the  progress  of 
the  expedition. 

In  the  afternoon  the  work  of  destruction 
ceased,  and  the  command  took  up  the  line  of 
march  to  return.  FoUowing  the  railroad  for 
some  distance  toward  West  Point,  it  diverged  to 
the  left,  moving  northwardly  to  Lafayette,  twelve 
miles  from  Opelika.  Here  rumors  came  in  thick 
and  fast  of  a  lar?e  force  of  rebel  cavalry  ap- 
proaching from  me  north,  having  crossed  the 
Chattahootchee  at  Franklin  to  intercept  our  re- 
treat. At  West  Point,  twelve  miles  to  the  right 
and  rear,  the  rebels  were  gatiiering  all  the  forces 
they  could  muster,  and  for  a  time  the  prospect 
of  a  successful  retreat  looked  rather  eloomy. 
General  Rousseau,  however,  after  carefully  sift- 
ing the  rumors,  determined  to  move  on  in  tho 
direction  he  had  started,  and  fight  the  way 
through,  if  necessary.  The  march  was  con- 
tinued until  midnight,  and  a  halt  made  twelve 
miles  from  Lafayette,  without  hearing  anything 
of  the  enemy. 

July  20th. — ^Reveille  was  sounded  at  three 
o'clock,  and  the  maltch  resumed.  Misled  by  a 
mistake  of  a  guide,  a  road  leading  toward  West 
Point  was  taken,  but  the  error  was  discovered 
before  much  distance  was  lost,  and  a  road  found 
lea-iing  toward  Rocky  Mills  on  the  route  select- 
ed. A  march  of  thirty-^ve  miles  was  made,  and 
about  nine  o'clock  the  command  went  into 
bivouac  for  the  night  The  route  during  tlie 
day  .was  nearly  pandlel  with  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  with  the  railroad  from  West  Point  to  Atlan- 
ta, and'  from  ten  to  twenty  mUes  distant  from  it 
There  are  many  roads  running  from  the  railroad 
and  river  across  to  that  on  which  we  were  mov- 
ing, and  it  was  expected  that  the  rebels  would 
move  across  on  one  or  more  of  these  to  intercept 
our  retreat  or  harass  our  rear;  but  one  after 
another  of  these  intersecting  roads  was  passed, 
and  still  no  r6bel  force  made  its  appearance. 

Jiilj/2l8t. — ^The  command  marched  thirty-six 
miles,  passing  through  Carroll  ton  and  Villa  Rica, 
and  bivouaSed  three  miles  from  the  btter 
place.  The  advance  met  a  party  of  about  twen- 
ty rebels,  and  captiu-ed  three  of  them,  who 
represented  themselves  as  scouts  detailed  by 
order  of  General  Johnston,  and  then  on  serviee 
for  General  Jackson,  commanding  a  rebel  cavalry 
force.  They  were  taken  by  surprise  at  our  ap- 
proach, having  had  no  intimation  of  our  coming. 
We  learned  that  a  small  cavalry  force  from  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army  had  been  at  Carroll  ton  a  few 
days  ago,  and  had.  returned  toward  Marietta. 
General  Sioneman's  pickets  were  reported  to 
be  near  Powder  Springs,  sixteen  miles  in  advance 
of  us. 

July  22d. — ^The  expedition  reached  Powder 
Springs  about  eleven  o'clock  and  found  a  Federal 
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cavalry  picket  a  mile  beyjond.  They  had  beard 
of  onr  approach  from  Bcouts,  bat  supposed  as  to 
be  rebels.  Our  trae  character  however  was  dis- 
covered before  we  reached  them.  A  general 
feeling  of  relief  pervaded  the  command  at  being 
again  within  oar  own  lines  after  thirteen  days  of 
hard  marching  in  the  enemy's  coantry,  and  the 
sacceasful  resalt  of  the  expedition  and  its  safe 
retnrn  was  a  cause  of  much  satisfaction  and 
congratulation. 

In  regard  to  the  distance  penetrated  in  the 
enemy's  rear,  the  boldness  and  rapidity  of  its 
movements,  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  ac- 
complished, and  its  complete  success  in  every 
respect,  this  raid  perhaps  is  the  most  remarkable 
one  of  the  war.  Its  success  is  mainly  due  to  the 
ability  and  discretion  of  its  gallant  leader,  who 
has  been  aptly  called  the  Chevalier  Bayard  of  the 
army,  the  knight  ^^sanspeuret  sans  reprochey 
It  is  no  fulsome  eulogy  to  say  that  he  manifested 
all  the  qualities  which  mark  a  great  commander. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  itself  is  an  indica- 
tion of  this.  One  point  in  his  character  is  par- 
jiculary  worthy  of  mention,  as  it  had  an 
important  bearing  on  the  success  of  the  expe- 
dition. Oeneral  Rousseau  has  a  keen  insight 
into  human  character,  and  an  instinctive  faculty 
of  reading  men  and  sifting  the  reliable  from  the 
fSedse  in  their  statements.  This,  wiUi  his  frank 
and  cordial  manner  of  intercourse,  enabled  him 
to  win  the  confidence  even  of  enemies  and  to 
obtain  information  where  others  would  have 
gained  nothing  but  confusion  of  ideas.  Through- 
out the  whole  trip  he  was  thus  enabled  to  pursue 
his  course  through  the  enemy's  country  with  a 
more  definite  knowledge  of  the  route  ,the  enemy's 
forces  and  movements,  etc.,  than  could  have  been 
obtained  from  an  elaborate  system  of  scouts  and 
spies.  The  complete  success  of  the  expedition 
and  the  directness  of  aU  its  movements  indicates 
the  saeacibr  and  judgment  with  which  it  was 
planned  and  executed. 

Qeneral  Rousseau  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth, 
but  when  a  young  man,  entering  the  profession 
of  law,  he  emigrated  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  when  the  Mexican 
war  broke  out.  He  raised  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, became  its  captain,  and  served  with 
distinguished  gallantry  during  that  war.  He 
afterwards  returned  to  I/)uisyille.  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Kentuckv  Senate  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  rebellion.  He  opposed  the 
poliqy  of  jieutnOitv,  and,  resi^ng  his  seat  in 
the  Senate,  devoted  his  energies  to  the  raising 
of  troops  for  the  support  of  the  Gbvemment 
In  June,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  Colonel  of 
volunteers,  and  on  the  first  of  October  following, 
was  promoted  to  a  Brigadier-Generalship  and 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Fourth  brigade 
of  the  Army  of  the  West,  under  General  BuelL 
He  fohght  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  won 
the  admiration  of  the  army  by  his  gaUant  con- 
*  duct  He  was  afterward  placed  in  command  of 
the  Third  division,  which  ne  led  in  the  battle  of 
Penyville,  and  was  promoted  to  a  Major-Gener- 
alship for  difltingpiisned  gallantry  and  good  ser- 


vice in  that  terrific  struggle.  At  the  battle  of 
Stone  River  he  again  rendered  most  important 
service,  for  which  General  Rosecrans,  in  hia 
official  report,  returned  his  thanks  to  "  the  pl- 
iant and  ever-ready  Maior-General  Rousseao." 
Since  the  twentieth  of  November,  1863,  he  haa 
been  in  command  of  the  important  District  of 
Tennessee,  which  he  has  controlled  with  cod- 
sumate  ability,  and  from  which  he  was  temj»- 
rarity  called  to  take  the  leadership  of  this 
important  and  daring  raid  upon  the  enemy's  rear. 
On  this  expedition  he  penetrated  further  into 
the  heart  oi  the  Confederacy,  and  struck  a  mo;d 
tolling  blow  upon  the  enemy's  communication 
than  any  conmiander  on  a  sinular  e^editionbag 
done  during  the  var.    . 

Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison,  of  the  Eighth  Indiaoi, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  T.  Patrick,  of  the 
Fifth  Iowa,  ably  seconded  General  RousaesQ 
throughout  the  expedition,  and  by  their  iDdefat- 
igable  efforts  contributed  materially  to  its  suc- 
cess. In  the  fight  of  Coosa  river  and  Chehaw 
Station  they  displayed  coolness  and  courage,  aad 
were  at  all  times  energetic  in  the  management  of 
their  respective  brigades. 

The  different  regiments  under  their  command 
also  behaved  with  the  most  commendable  gal- 
lantry. The  hardships  and  privations  of  tlie 
tedious  march  were  endured  uncomplaininglj. 
and  all  were  ready  and  eager  at  any  time  for  a 
fight  with  the  enemy.  The  laborious  work  of 
taring  up  the  railroad  was  entered  into  with 
most  hearty  good  wilL  Officers  and  men  worked 
with  enthusiasm,  feeling  that  they  were  acct>iii- 
plished  an  important  service,  and  forgettiug  ia 
the  excitement  the  fatigue  and  weariness  which 
the  hard  marching  and  loss  of  sleep  had  induced. 
General  Rousseau  expressed  his  gratifioatioD  at 
.their  conduct  in  the  highest  terms. 

It  is  making  no  invidious  distinction  among  ^ 
many  officers  who  promptly  performed  their 
duties  to  say  that  Captain  E.  M.  Ru^an,  Thir- 
teenth Wisconsin  infantry,  topographical  engi- 
neer on  General  Rousseau's  staff^  rendered 
especially  important  service,  by  his  borough 
study  of  the  topography  of  the  country  and  his 
activity  in  obtaining  information  in  regard  to 
roads,  eta  He  was  almost  constantly  in  ^e 
advance.  His  services  were  acknowledged  bj 
the  General  commanding  as  almost  indispensable. 
His  professionable  abilities  have  been  acknowl- 
edged by  his  assignment  to  duty  as  Chief 
Topographical  Engineer  at  department  headquar- 
ters. 

The  staff  of  (General  Rousseau,  during  the  ex- 
pedition, was  composed  as  follows:  Captain 
Thomas  C.  Williams,  Nineteenth  United  States 
Infantry,  A.  A.  A.  G.;  Captain  E.  M.  RugaOi 
Thirteenth  Wisconsin  infantry,  Topo^raptucal 
Engineers;  Captain  Thomas  A.  Eikm,  Sixth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  A.  D.  C. ;  Captain  a  E  M»- 
Connell,  Seventy-first  Ohio  infantry,  A.  A.  J. 
G. ;  Surgeon  S.  D.'  Waterman,  Eighdi  Indiana 
cavalry,  Medical  Director ;  Captain  Alfred  Mat- 
thias, Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  Provost  Marshal;! 
Lieutenant  John  Frey,  Ninth  Ohio,  Qnartermaa- 
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ier;  LfenteBant  C.  A.  B.  Langdon,  Fifth  Iowa 
aTilry,A.D.C. 

T1)«  oountTj  along  a  great  portion  of  the  rout 

trtTefsed  is  barren  and  thinlj  settled,  but  other 

portioos  are  rich  and  Tertile,  and  the  plantations 

pre  indioatioDS  of  wealthy  owners.    But  little 

cotton  VM  seen  growing — the  crops  generally 

being  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  com.     The  snuJi 

pm  was  mostly  standing  in  shooks  in  the  field, 

aod  tbe  crops  were  generally  good.    The  corn 

crop  is  f«r  but  rather  irregidar — some  fields  or 

|arts  of  fields  jnst  hardening  into   *'  roasting 

orf  while  in  othel^  tiie  stalks  were  but  two 

a  three  feet  high.    The  com  grotmd  gener- 

iBt*b  not  wefl   cultivated — probably  from 

Kamtj  of  labor.    On  the  whole,  the  appearance 

of  the  country  and  crops  does  not  strengthen 

tk  ofrinion  that  the  rebels  are  soon   to  be 

ttrred  out    Never^eless  there  is  much  desti- 

I  ti^  and  scarci^  of  food  among  the  poorer 

I  ihssei.   The  rebel  government,  with  inexorable 

;  ngtff,  geixes  aO  the  necessaries  of  life  for  the 

i  w  of  Uie  army.    Not  only  is  one-tenth  of 

I  dr  products  taken   in  the  shape  of  tax,  but 

:  ikititioDs   generally  are  worked  exclusively 

1  fcr  the  benefit   of   the    government     Their 

I  ovmn  are  enrolled   in  the  service  and  then 

:  'deiaOed"  to  superintend  &e  working  of  their 

I  ovB  ^rms,  the  conditions  bein^   that  all  the 

[  ivptm  above  what  is  consumed  on  the  place 

I  ii  to  be  sold  to  the  Confederate  government 

I  It  prices   fixed    by    the    authorities.     This 

I  fciie  food  difficult  to   be   procured,  ^cept 

i  feoQgh  their  agents.    At  one  house  where  a 

I  fcrty  of  officers  bad  dinner  prepared  for  them, 

m  woonn  was  asked  to  name  her  price,  but 

9hKd  to  do  so,  saying  that  if  she  had  the 

BOMj  she  could  not  buy  flour  with  it,  but 

■ked  that  they  would  furnish  her  flour  from  a 

•31  Dear  by,  as  she  could  not  procure  it  other- 

I  wi«.  She  was  the  wife  of  a  rebel  soldier. 

!    The  country  was  not  so  completely  deprived 

i  fi  stock  as  has  been  anticipated,  and  numbers 

I  rf  koTBes  and  mules  were  obtained  along  the 

I  M.  About  three  hundred  fine   mules  were 

I  KM^  into  our  lines  by  the  command. 

iTerylhing  is  under  military  control.  The 
JBiKiiption  law  is  vigorously  enforced. 
i  ^^^^  SQ  able-bodied  man  is  to  be  met  with, 
vttthe  infirm  and  crippled,  who  are  capable 
tf  doing  light  duty,  are  enrolled  and  detailed 
■r  nch  service  as  they  are  competent  to  perform. 
Haaera,  udllav,  and  otiiers  following  occupa- 
**»  rf  necessity  to  the  army  or  the  commu- 
»ty,  are  also  enrolled,  and  then  detailed  to  pur- 
Mi  their  busines8*for  the  benefit  of  the  Gov- 
^Mot  Conscript  oflficers  are  ii>  every  neigh- 
Wtood,  hunting  down  any  who  may  have 
'•^wd  coDscriptioii^  or  in  any  way  evaded 
•f'wc.  The  most  iron-heeled  despotism  pre- 
lidg  throughout,  and  individual  rights  and  free- 
•*  are  utteriy  trampled  under  foot  No 
*nbjiigatu>n"  could  be  more  thorough  than 
^tiinder  which  the  people  of  the  South  are 
I"6«l  br  the  rebel  government 
The  abvee  along  the  rout  were  exceedingly 


anxious  to  follow  the  Yankees,  but  the  rate  of 
marching  was  too  rapid  for  them  to  keep  along 
on  foot,  and  all  the  horses  and  mules  to  be  found 
were  needed  for  remounts  for  th^  men  whose 
horses  were  daily  giving  out.  Nevertheless  a 
number  succeeded  in  making  their  way.  They 
would  trudge  along  uncomplainingly,  riding 
when  they  could  get  an  animal,  and  waUdng  at 
other  times,  and  if  asked  where  they  were 
going,  the  invariable  answer  was,  "  Ghoine  toid 
you  alL"  They  knew  that  they  were  leaving 
slavery  behind  them,  and  they  were  willing  to 
risk  all  for  the  hope  of  freedom.  About  three 
hundred  were  with  the  command  when  it 
reached  Marietta. 

Many  of  the  citizens  fled  in  terror  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  command,  stripping  their  houses 
of  their  furniture  and  everything  they  could 
transport  with  them.  The  enormous  lies  so 
assiduously  circulated  by  rebel  papers  and  rebel 
officers  as  to  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  Fed- 
eral troops,  even  to  the  murdering  of  women 
and  children,  were  really  believed  by  some  of 
the  more  credulous,  and  their  fright  was  ex- 
treme. Those  who  remained  even  felt  that  they 
were  incurring  great  risk,  and  were  astonished 
to  find  that  the  dreaded  Yankees  were  so  differ- 
ent from  what  their  imaginations  had  pictured 
them.     General  Rousseau's  orders  were  strin- 

fent  against  depredations  on  private  property, 
he  foUowing  is  an  extract  from  an  order  issued 
at  Ashville,  and  printed  and  distributed  to  the 
command: 

HKADQUARnEBS  GATikLRT  FORCS,  1 

In  thb  Fikld,  July  13, 1804.     / 

There  shall  be  no  strageling  under  any  pre- 
text Private  houses  will  not  be  entered  by 
soldiers  on  any  pretext  whatever,  being  a  pro- 
lific cause  of  straggling.  Such  entries  are  gen- 
enerally  made  by  those,  who  maraud  and  rob. 
Such  acts  are  denounced  as  unworthy  a  soldier, 
and  will  be  summarilv  punished. 
-  The  Major-General,  commanding,  tenders  his 
thanks  to  the  command  generally,  for  their  good 
conduct  and  soldierly  bearing,  and  hopes  that 
such  deportment  will  continue. 

By  order  of  Major-Greneral  Rousseau. 

Thomas  G.  Williams, 

A.  A.  A.  a 

Owing  to  the  hasty  formation  of  the  command, 
and  the  nature  of  &e  service,  discipline  could 
not  be  as  strictly  enforced  as  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, but  every  effort  was  made  to 
protect  private  property,  except  such  as  was 
necessary  for  the  expedition ;  and  it  was  ac- 
knowledged by  a  number  of  citizens,  at  dif- 
ferent places,  that  the  people  suffered  less  from 
the  Yankees  than  from  the  rebel  soldiers.  Tbe 
prisoners  taken  were  also  surprised  at  being 
treated  like  men,  and  were  unanimous  in  grate- 
ful expressions.  It  was  impossible  to  take  pris- 
oners along  during  the  trip,  and  consequently 
all  were  paroled  except  those  cantiured  on  the 
last  two  or  three  days  before  reaoning  our  lines. 
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Greneral  Ronsseau  has  demonstrated  by  this 
expedition  that  bold  movements  into  the  ene- 
my's lines  can  be  made  and  important  results 
achieved  against  the  enemy  without  the  neces- 
si^  of  violating  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare. 
His  course  entitles  him  to  the  nation's  gratitude, 
while  it  will  win  for  him  the  respect  even  of 
the  rebels,  at  the  same  time  that  thev  are  in- 
spired with  terror  at  the  boldness  and  success 
of  his  movements.        • 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  a  raid  of  the 
same  general  character  as  that  made  had  been 
long  since  suggested  by  (General  Rousseau, 
though  not  precisely  to  the  points  to  which  this 
one  was  made.  Greneral  Sherman's  orders  were 
fully  carried  out.  at^d  he  has  expressed  the 
highest  satisfaction  at  the  result,  the  work  ac- 
complished having  been  fully  up  to  his  antici- 
pations, while  the  good  condition  in  which  the 
command  was  brought,  and  with  so  slight  loss, 
exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations. 


Doo.  37.   . 
THE  ADDRESS  OP  THE  GENEVAN'S. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  UNION  : 

The  people  of  Geneva,  in  meeting  at  the 
Electoral  Hall,  address  to  the  people  of  tiie 
Union  brotherly  greeting  and  testimonials  of 
their  lively  sympathy. 

The  events  which  are  happening  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Great  Republic  of  the  Union  have  not 
found  the  people  of  Geneva  indifferent  It  is 
with  painfiu  sentiments  that  they  have  witnessed 
the  violation  of  the  Federal  compact  by  some 
States.  It  is  with  grief  they  have  seen  States 
forget  that  federative  unity  is  proclaimed  by 
the  Constitution ;  that  such  unitjr  was  recom- 
mended and  maintained  by  the  first  Presidents 
of  the  Union — the  immortal  Washington,  twice 
elected  President,  1789,  1793,  1797;  Thomas 
Jefferson,  twice  elected  President,  1801, 1809, 
&c. 

The  people  of  G^eneva  offer  the  most  hearty 

Srayers  that,  inspired  by  patriotic  thoughts,  the 
tates  still  in  revolt  may  range  tiiemselves  ever 
under  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  of  the  Union. 
The  people  of  Gfeneva,  with  all  their  wishes, 
forward  this  movement,  because  thenceforth 
liberty  will  be  triumphant  without  distinction 
of  race,  at  the  North  as  at  the  South. 

The  citizens  ot  Geneva  recognize  that  strict 
solidarity  exists  between  free  people ;  that  one 
of  them  cannot  suffer  without  the  other  experi- 
encing a  sad  counter  blow.  Convinced  of  this 
truth,  in  the  presence  of  the  civil  war  which 
facilitates  the  projects  of  the  enemies  of  the 
American  RepubUc,  they  believe  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  give  expression  to  a  fraternal  word  of 
encouragement  to  repubUcans  on  the  other  side 
of  the  ocean. 

People  of  the  United  States,  the  only  Republic 
of  Europe,  Helvetia,  has  had  also  her  moments 
of  intestine  strife  and  attempts  at  separation. 
6be  has  come  forth  triumphantly  from  these 


trials  She  has  come  forth  stronger,  more  united 
than  before.  Those  of  our  cantons  which  for- 
merly wished  to  separate,  would  now  rise  with 
out  distinction  to  uphold  the  Federal  compact 
It  will  be  the  same  with  the  American  Union 
The  Southern  States  will  comprehend  that  the 
safeguard  of  their  independence  and  of  their 
prosperity  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution— 
inhberty. 

People  of  the  Union  I  Soldiers  of  the  entire- 
ty of  the  country  I  Courage  and  consistency 
You  have  our  sympathies,  because  in  defending 
the  Union,  you  also  defend  Ifberty.  You  abolish 
an  odious  and  crying  shame  of  a  part  of  th« 
United  States— Slavery. 

The  violation  of  ^e  Federal  Constitution  b/ 
some  States  of  the  Union  has  caused  to  ^e 
people  of  Geneva  a  sentiment  the  more  painful 
because  nothing  justified  that  violation.  No 
wrong  can  be  alleged  by  the  Secessionists  eitiier 
against  the  Federal  Grovemment  or  against  othw 
authorities.  The  determination  to  destroy  the 
Federal  compact  of  Union  is  explicable  only  by 
the  wish  to  maintain  slavery  by  the  detennina- 
tion  to  make  that  essential  to  the  form  of  govern- 
ment 

This  scheme,  we  truly  hope,  will  not  be  real- 
ized, but  were  it  so,  we  think  that  only  European 
goverements,  and  with  stronger  reason,  free 
Switzerland,  would  not  abase  iteelf  by  acknowl- 
edging a  power  based  upon  slavery.  People 
of  the  Union  I  the  citizens  of  Geneva  assembled 
in  meeting  to  address  to  you  their  felicitations 
on  the  aim  you  pursue  to  maintain  the  Constitu- 
tion inviolate  and  to  destroy  slavery. 

The  struggle  hajs  commenced  between  the 
two  {ftinciples — Liberty  and  Slavery. 

The.  consummation  of  victory  most  be  the 
abolition  of  slavery  forever  and  everywhere. 

Hail  Liberty  I  Hail  Republic  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Seward  returned  the  following  response : 

To  the  People  of  Geneva : 

I  have  received  from  the  American  Consul 
who  resides  at  Geneva,  and  have  laid  before  the 
President,  your  fervent,  eloquent,  and  most  fra- 
ternal adoress  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  By  his  command,  I  give  you  thanks,  in 
tiie  name  of  aU  my  countr^Tuen,  for  the  thnelv 
and  appropriate  words  of  sympathy  and  friend- 
ship which  you  have  spoken.  Yoiir  address 
adds  strength  to  the  already  strong  claim  which 
binds  the  first  federal  republic  of  America  to 
the  oldest  and  foremost  federal  republic  of  Eu- 
rope. The  people  of  Switzerland  may  rest  as- 
sured, whoever  else  may  fail,  that  it  will  not  be 
the  people  of  the  United  States  which  will  be- 
tray the  republican  system  to  foreign  enemies, 
or  surrender  it  to  domestic  faction.  With  ar- 
dent prayers  for  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  Switzer- 
land, I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  citizens, 
Your  most  obedient  and  sincere  friend, 
William  H.  Sewabd. 

State  Department,  Washington,  July  30, 1864 
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BATTLES  OP  TUPELO.  MISSISSIPPL 

F006EC  JULT  13,  14,  AND  15,  1804. 

Lacbahok,  Tws,  July  22, 1804. 

Tlie  expedition  was  composed  of  two  divis- 
ioDs  of  infuatry — ^the  First  and  Third  of  the 
Siteeoth  Anny  corps.  The  First  commanded 
]fj  Brigadier-Gefferal  Joseph  H.  Mower,  the 
liird  by  Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Twenty-first 
itinopri,  one  brigade  of  cavalry  commanded 
hf  Brigadier-General  Grierson,  and  one  brigade 
if  cdored  troops,  Gplonel  Bouton,  commanding  ; 
ipregtte  s^ngth  about  thirteen  thousand, 
fie  wbole  commanded  by  Major-General  A.  J. 
fifitL  The  expedition  left  Lagrange,  Teunes- 
n^Jiiljfif^  passing  south  near  Salem,  through 
^icT  and  New  Albany  to  Pontotoc,  where  it 
■rired  on  the  eleventh.  At  Cherry  Greek,  six 
■3a  nor&  of  Pontotoc,  on  the  evening  of  the 
teth,  the  advance  of  cavalry  encoimtered  the 
ttsmj  m  force  of  perhaps  a  brigade,  and  skir- 
Bbbed  widi  them,  killing  a  few  rebels,  and  hav- 
ing one  or  two  on  our  side  wounded.  Before 
i^s,  (m  the  eighth,  the  cavalry  had  a  brush 
wii  a  party  of  the  enemy  norfii  of  Ripley,  in 
vkkh  a  Coi^ederate  was  Idlled.  On  the  morn- 
iag  of  the  eleventh,  the  enemy,  a  brigade  strong, 
vig  foimd  in  our  front,  a  few  miles  north  of 
Poolotoc  Our  cavalry  'dismounted  and  ad- 
Tuced  as  skirmishers,  and  two  infantry  bri- 
pdea  of  the  First  division  were  deployed  in 
toe  of  batde,  but  the  enemy  fell  back  without 
nj  decided  resistence.  Our  army  advanced, 
ad  at  noon  occupied  Pontotoc.  We  remained 
k  bivonack  at  the  south  end  of  the  town,  and 
Mt  OD  the  Okalona  road  during  the  twelfth,  our 
Position  indicating  that  we  should  advance  to 

Oq  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  the  line  of 
■»di  was  resumed,  but  not  as  had  been  ex- 
pected 00  the  Okalona  road,  but  back  through 
Poototoc  and  out  on  the  Tupelo  road,  which 
fe«w  a  litfle  north  of  east  from  Pontotoc. 

"Pbe  enemy,  we  learned,  had  taken  up  a  strong 
Pwtion,  and  fortified  it,  on  the  Okalona  road, 
w« eight  miles  froili  Pontotoc.  Two  or  three 
wigadea,  however^  were  in  our  immediate  front 
tt  Pontotoc,  and  so  soon  as  they  discovered  that 
»ewere  moving  out  on  the  Tupelo  road  our 
^,  •oath  of  the  town,  was  attacked.  Golonel 
"Jton'g  cobred  brigpEtde,  consisting  of  the 
P^|i«h,  Sxty-first,  and  Sixty-eighth  regiments, 
inited  States  African  Infant^  (commanded 
wjpectively  by  Major  Foster,  Colonel  Ken- 
™t,  and  Golonel  Jones),  and  battery  I,  Second 
tinted  States  Kght  artillerv.  Captain  Smith,  four 
?•««.  waa  in  the  rear,  charged  with  covering 
^  The  Seventh  S^ansas  cavalry,  Colonel  Her- 
iJck,  vas  also  in  rear.    • 

Tbc  enemy  harrassed  our  rear  during  the 
^^<l4j'i  march  from  Pontotoc  to  Harrisburg, 
w^  odd  of  batde  proper,  which  is  about  a  mile 
»d  a  half  west  of^  Tupelo.  The  distance  from 
Pontotoc  to  Hanriebarg  is  eighteen  miles. 


Colonel  Bouton,  colored  brigade,  and  Seventh 
Kansas  cavalry,  succeeded  in  protecting  the 
rear  of  the  train  and  column.  In  doing  this 
they  had  frequently  to  form  lines  of  battle,  and 
may  be  said  to  have  kept  up  a  running  fight 
the  whole  eighteen  miles  march,  but  sustained 
only  slight  losses. 

Two  miles  out  on  the  Tupelo  road  Colonel 
Bouton  ambushed  with  two  companies  of  the 
Sixty-first,  which  held  their  tire  until  the  head 
of  the  rebel  column  was  within  fifteen  yards, 
when  two  volleys  were  poured  in  that  sent 
them  reeling  back.  Prisoners  taken  next  day 
.said  that  this  fire  killed  a  captain  and  four  men 
and  wounded  eight 

About  five  miles  out,  the  enemy  brought  for- 
ward a  battery,  and  commenced  shelling  the 
rear,  annoying  the  neero  brigade  while  crossing 
a  stretch  of  bottom  land.  On  gaining  higher 
ground  beyond  the  bottom,  the  negro  brigade 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  with  battery  in 
position,  and  the  Sixty-eighth  regiment  in  re- 
serve. The  enemv  advanced  cautiously,  partly 
through  a  com  field,  and  eot  quite  near  our 
line,  when  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixty-first  opened 
on  them,  the  Sixty-first  having  an  enfilading  fire 
with  decided  success.  The  enemy  feU  Imck 
without  any4)ersistence  of  attack. 

Thus  a  succession  of  attacks,  which  were 
invariably  repelled,  wece  made  on  the  rear, 
until  the  column  was  within  about  five  miles  of 
Harrisburg,  when  the  enemy  got  on  the  flank 
and  opposite  the  head  of  our  column.  The 
supply  train  had  been  got  forward  well  towards 
tlie  nead  of  the  column,  and  was  being  guarded 
chieflpr  by  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Wood,  of  First 
division. 

About  three  o'clock  the  enemy's  main  attack 
of  the  first  inst  was  made  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  column,  and  was  successfully  repelled  by 
the  Seventh  Minnesota,  Colonel  Marshall,  and 
the  Twelfth  Iowa,  Colonel  Stibbs,  of  Colonel 
Wood's  brigade.  Dr.  Smith,  of  the  Seventh  Min- 
nesota, who  was  near  the  advance  of  the  right, 
was  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  through  the  neck. 
The  train  was  thrown  into  confusion,  a  few  of 
the  mules  killed,  and  two  or  three  wagons  dis- 
abled by  teamsters  abandoning  them. 

The  Seventh  Minnesota  drove  the  enemy  back 
partly  through  an  old  field,  out  of  range  of  the 
road,  while  &e  Twelfth  Iowa,  further  back,  met 
the  enemy  at  close  quarters  in  woods,  and  re- 
pulsed him.  The  Sixth  Indiana  battery  fired  a 
few  shots.  Thus  the  train  was  protected  until 
it  passed  this  point  of  attack.  The  Twelfth 
Iowa  had  one  man  killed.  The  Seventh  Minne- 
sota, besides  losing  Dr.  Smith,  had  fifteen 
wounded,  two  dangerously. 

The  Fourth  bri^e.  Colonel  Ward*s,  of  First 
division,  which  was  in  rear  of  supply  train, 
participated  in  this  affair — ^I  do  not  know  with 
what  casualties,  but  not  many.  Captain  O'Don- 
nell,  of  General  Smith's  staff*,  had  a  horse  killed 
under  him  while  he  was  giving  orders  to  the 
Seventh  and  Twelfth. 

A  scattered  fire  from  the  enemy  extended 
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further  along  the  oolnmn,  in  the  advance  and 
jcear  of  this  point  of  attack,  but  not  with  any 
serious  efifect 

Very  soon  after  this  flank  attack,  a  fight 
opened  at  the  head  of  our  oohunn.  The  enemy 
had  planted  a  battery  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  road, 
commanding  the  road,  and  had  hues  of  infantry 
in  advance  of  the  battery.  The  First  brigade, 
Colonel  Mc Williams,  and  the  Second  brigade, 
Colonel  Wilkins,  engaged  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  out  of  range  of  the  road,  exoept  his  bat- 
tery, which  continued  to  play  with  some  effect 
until  the  entire  column  passed.  In  the  column 
on  the  road,  one  man  in  the  Seventh  Minnesota 
lost  a  leg  by  a  solid  shot,  and  one  in  the  Twelfth 
Iowa  had  his  head  shot  oflf.  A  very  heavy 
musketry  fire  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  for 
half  an  hour  or  longer,  but  it  was  late,  and  our 
only  object  at  that  hour  was  to  get  forward^and 
into  a  good  position  for  the  grand  fighJLJhat 
was  expected  and  did  follow  next  day.^)ur 
losses  were  slight  I  cannot  state  them  accur- 
ately, nor  name  the  particular  regiments  of  the 
First  and  Second  brigades  that  were  in  the 
fight  at  the  head  of  the  colunm.  The  Ninth 
Minnesota,  of  tiie  Second  brigade,  I  know  was 
in.  It  encountered  a  party  of  about  thirty 
rebels,  who  mistook  our  line  for  their  own,  and 
before  they  discovered  their  mistake  were  cut 
down  to  tiie  last  man  by  a  volley  from  the 
whole  line  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota.  One  of  our 
batteries  was  for  a  time  in  position  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  poured  a  deadly  fire  of  canister 
into  the  enemy  at  short  range.  The  battery  lost 
several  horses. 

General  Smith  selected  a  grove  on  the  east  of 
the  cluster  of  houses  that  constituted  the  viUage 
of  Harrisburg  for  ottr  camp,  which  was  the 
battle-field  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  The 
road  from  Pontotoc  to  Tupelo  runs  east  and 
west.  The  First  division,  (Jeneral  Mower's,  was 
camped  on  the  north  side  of  the  wood.  The 
Third  division,  Colonel  Moore's,  was  located  on 
the  south  side  of  the  wood.  The  train  was 
parked  on  the  road  well  toward  the  eastern  limit 
of  our  camp,  between  the  divisions  and  the  hos- 
pital near  a  little  stream  in  the  woods. 

The  negro  brigade  was  on  southeast  side  of 
camp,  on  the  left  of  the  Third  division,  covering 
the  corral  on  that  side. 

No  attack  was  made  during  the  night  of  the 
thirteenth.     The  battle  opened  July  fourteenth. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  troops 
were  up  and  under  arms  until  broad  daylizht, 
when  they  were  permitted  to  get  breakfast,  but. 
without  laying  aside  their  accoutrements. 

At  six  o'clock  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets, 
and  our  lines  of  battle  were  formed  to  receive 
him.    Let  me  describe  the  ground  more  fully. 

Our  army  was  in  the  centre  and  most  elevated 
part  of  an  area  of  partly  open  and  partly  wooded 
ground  that  the  eye  could  take  it  within  a  radius 
of  from  one  to  two  miles.  At  this  distance  on 
all  sides  continuous  woods  limited  the  vision. 
From  our  central  position  the  ground  descended 
by  successive  undulations  or  ridges  in  every 


direction.  Groves  of  trees  and  underbrush  were 
interspered  with  cornfields,  and  old  fields  over- 
grown with  weeds  and  bramble  over  this  area  of 
three  miles  sauare ;  the  Tupelo  road,  as  statei 
lying  east  ana  west  direcdy  through  oar  eamp. 
The  eround  occupied  by  our  camp  was  wooded, 
and  declined  slightly  toward  the  east,  or  rather 
it  was  the  head  of  a  little  valley  that  opened 
toward  the  east,  so  that  the  inttrior  of  our  lines 
was  lower  than  the  circular  crest  in  which  oar 
lines  of  battle  were  formed,  giving  us  a  decided 
advantage.  It  was  a  magnificent  position  in 
which  to  receive  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  The 
'superior  generalship  and  ^ood  judgment  of 
General  Smith,  in  selecting  this  pf»sition,  were 
fully  attested  by  the  impregnability  of  our  Iine« 
when  assaulted,  and  the  con^>aratively  smalllosa 
we  sustained,  considering  the  heaviness  of  ti^l 
enemy's  fire. 

Our  lines  may  be  described  as  having  the 
Bhape  of  a  horse  shoe,  with  the  top  to  the  west 
on  the  road  and  open  between  the  heels  toward 
the  east 

The  First  division.  General  Mower's,  oonsti-j 
tutes  the  right  of  tne  line;  its  left,  Colond 
Wood's  brigade ;  the  Third,  extending  from  the 
road  northward,  bending  around  to  the  east, 
facing  west  and  northwest ;  the  Fourth  brigade. 
Colonel  Ward's,  on  the  right  of  the  Third,  L.o»t- 
ing  north  northwest,  while  the  Second  brigade^ 
Colonel  Mekin,the  First  brigade, Colonel  McMil- 
lan, were  still  further  to  the  right,  fronting 
north  and  northeast  The  brigades  were  not 
extended  in  one  continuous  line,  but  two  or 
more  Unes  deep.  The  ground  was  open  iu  front 
of  the  First  division  line,  except  at  the  north- 
west angle,  the  centre  of  Colonel  Wood's  brigade. 

The  Third  division.  Colonel  Moore,  was  on  the 
left,  south  of  the  Pontotoc  road,  forming  a  semij 
circle  around  south  and  east  Colonel  Bout^m  a 
negro  brigade  was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
Third  division.  The  First  brigade,  Colonej 
Murray,  had  the  right  of  the  Third  division  line  j 
the  Third  brigade.  Colonel  Wolf,  next ;  whilej 
the  Second  brigade.  Colonel  Gilbert's,  was  some- 
what  in  rear  near  the  train.  , 

The  battle  opened  about  six  o'clock,  in  \hi 
morning— our  pickets  being  driven  in  and  th^ 
enemy  advancing  in  heavy  force  an*  extended 
lines  from  the  west  and  northwest  The  Twelfth 
Iowa,  LieutenantXk)lonel  Stibbs  commandingi 
with  two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Miiinesow 
constituting  tne  first  line  of  Colonel  Wood' 
brigade,  immediately  on  the  right  of  PontotoJ 
road,  received  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  foj 
about  an  hour  held  its  position,  receiving  9M 
deUvering  as  heavy  a  musketry  fire  as  trooj>8  werj 
ever  under.  Their  ammunition  being  exhausted 
the  second  line  on  the  west  front  of  Colonei 
Wood's  brigade,  composed  of  eight  companiej 
of  the  Seventli  Minnesota,  Colonel  Marshall  com 
manding,  advanced  and  relieved  the  Twelftl 
Iowa,  receiving  an  ea  ually  heavy,  and  delivering 
an  equally  effective  nre  with  that  of  the  Twelfth 
The  Seventh  Minnesota  had  never  been  iu  i 
Southern  battle  before,  (it  had  been  engaged  h 
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&e  Minnesota  Indian  war  two  years,)  and  it  re- 
ceived the  highest  encomiums  for  the  veteran 
firamess  wifli  which  it  received  the  shock  of 
battle. 

On  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  and 
Twelfth  Iowa,  and  Thirtv-third  Missouri,  Lieu- 
le&ant-Cobnel  Heath,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa, 
GoJocel  Hill,  their  lines  nearly  at  right  angles 
vidi  fonner  were  engaged,  but  not  so  heavily  as 
the  kfl  of  the  brigade.  • 

The  right  of  CJoIonel  Moore's  division,  on  left 
of  Toad,ira8  also  engaged. 

The  enemy,  as  we  were  afterwards  told  by 
prisoD^B,  were  led  to  believe  that  General 
Smith's  anny  was  composed  entirely  of  one  hun- 
(fred  days'  troops  and  negroes,  and  they  expect- 
ed to  walk  right  through  and  over  us.  Hence, 
&ep0iBisteDceand  recklessness  with  which  they 
igain  and  again  rallied  to  the  charge,  and  tried 
t»  reach  and  break  our  lines.  But  the  storm  of 
Ire  that  swept  from  our  compact  lines  was  more 
&aa  mortal  man  could  endure,  and  everv  time 
they  charged  forward,  it  was  but  to  recoil,  leav- 
u^tfaeir  pathway  strewn  with  dead. 

They  moved  in  heavy  masses  around  to  their 
left— our  right — where  Aey  were  met  with 
nniBketry  from  the  right  of  (Jeneral  Mower's 
dirkicm,  flie  First,  Second,  and  fourth  brigades, 
md  a  furious  artillery  fire  from  Hilmen's  bat- 
tery, company  M,  First  Missouri,  manned  by 
the  Sixdi  Indiana,  CSaptain  Miller,  and  the  bat- 
tery of  company  E,  First  Illinois  light  artillery. 

La  tiie  road,  on  left  of  Colonel  Wood's  brigade, 
gims  of  the  Second  Iowa  battery  were  posted 
tsd  did  earnest  work. 

The  Third  Indiana  battery,  on  the  left  of  the 
fint  brigade  of  the  Third  division,  in  position 
KKidi  of  Pontotoc  road,  was  also  engaged.  The 
nw  of  artillery  was  terrific. 

For  three  hours — ^&t)m  six  o'clock  until  nine 
—the  battle  raged — ^heaviest  in  front  of  Colonel 
VTood'a  brigade  of  General  Morris's  division, 
IS  before  described,  and  as  the  list  of  casualties 
Bordy  indicates — when  repidsed  and  beaten  at 
lE  points,  the  enemy  fell  ImmSk  and  drew  ofif.  A 
msp  of  Colonel  Wood's  brigade,  the  TMrty- 
tjurd  Missouri  and  Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  on  the 
right,  and  the  Twelfth  Iowa  and  Seventh  Min- 
anota  (A  the  left,  was  made,  which  swept  over 
the  field,  capturing  prisoners,  driving  the  enemy 
»d  rendmng  the  victory  complete.  It  was 
tw  hot,  and  the  men  too  much  exhausted,  to 
prsue  tat  the  retreating  foe.  In  front  of  the 
inei  of  Colonel  Wood's  brigade  lay  the  rebel 
Gokmel  Harrison,  of  the  Sixth  Mississippi  cav- 
itryt  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  of  the  same 
Raiment,  and  several  line  officers,  and  a  great 
prt  of  their  command.  Colonel  FauUmer's 
oody  lay  in  front  of  Colonel  Moore's  division 
«i  the  left    A  Major  McKay  was  also  killed. 

Prisoners  say  that  the  attack  on  the  morning 
^  the  fourteenth  was  nmde  by  seven  thousand 
^  the  enemy's  best  troops,  and  Uiat  many  men 
*we  rfwt  down  by  their  own  officers  in  drivine 
^  to  the  charge.    One  fellow  said  he  had 


been  in  seventeen  battles,  but  was  never  under 
such  a  heavy  musketry  fire  before  as  that  they 
encountered  from  us.  The  success  that  had* 
attended  General  Forrest's  army  in  repelling 
Grierson's  and  Morgan  L.  Smith's  column  that 
was  moving  to  co-operate  with  General  Sher- 
man in  the  Meridian  expedition,  and  liis  late 
decided  victory  over  Sturgis,  had  emboldened 
the  enemy  to  believe  that  any  Federal  force 
^ould  be  beaten,  and  in  consequence  they  fought 
more  confidently  of  success. 

Our  losses  were  light  compared  with  that  of 
the  enemy  and  for  the  severity  of  the  fight.  We 
had  a  magnificent  position.  Our  lines  being 
sheltered  m  good  part  in  eage  of  woods,  the 
enemy  expos^  himself  in  open  ground  on  our 
left  and  in  a  corn-field  on  the  right.  A  strip  of 
wotf)ds  somewhat  covered  his  centre. 

A  flag  was  shot  down  by  the  right  companies 
of  the  Seventh  Minnesota,  but  picked  up  by 
company  B  of  the  Thirty-third  Missouri.  It 
is  to  be  sent  to  the  Merchants'  Exchange, 
St  Louis. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin 
took  a  flag,  the  color-bearer  of  which  was  shot 
down  by  the  Twelfth  Iowa. 

Colonel  Alex.  Wilkin,  of  the  Ninth  Minne- 
sota, commanding  the  Second  bri^de  of  Gen^ 
erd  Mower's  division,  was  shot  dead,  the  ball 
entering  his  left  side,  passing  through  his 
heart 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  Burdick,  quartermaster  of 
the  Twelfth  Iowa,  was  killed  by  an  elongated 
ball  from  a  rifled  cannon  that  passed  through  an 
oak  twenty  inches  in  diameter  before  it  struck 
him.    It  also  killed  his  horse. 

The  horses  of  Colonel  Marshall  and  Adjutant 
Trader,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota,  were  both 
shot  as  they  were  being  led  to  the  rear. 

General  Mower  fearlessly  exposed  himself  in 
all  parts  of  the  field,  wherever  his  presence 
seemed  needed.  One  of  his  orderlies  was  killed 
by  his  side. 

General  Smith  saw  all  that  was  going  on,  but 
the  perfect  dispositions  that  had  been  made  for 
battle,  with  the  advantageous  position  selected 
by  him,  left  little  to  be  done  during  the  engage- 
ment 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  the  enemy 
attacked  the  extreme  left  of  ourMines  held  at 
that  time  by  a  skirmish  line  of  Colonel  Bently's 
brigade.  The  skirmishers  were  driven  in  on 
the  main  line,  when  the  latter  in  the  centre,  and 
Colonel  Gilbert's  brigade,  of  the  Fourteenth, 
twenty-seventh,  and  thirty-second  Iowa,  and 
twenty-fourth  Missouri  on  fiie  left,  and  a  x>art  of 
Colonel  Wolfs  brigade  on  the  right,  charged  on 
tiie  enemy  and  drove  him  back  with  great 
slaughter.  This  work  was  brief,  but  as  gallant 
as  any  of  the  day. 

A  skirmish  down  the  Pontotoc  road  occured 
about  sunset,  brought  on  by  our  sending  out  to 
bring  in  a  piece  of  artillery  of  the  enemy  that  we 
had  disabled.  It  was  some  distance  out  from 
our  Hue,  but  too  near  for  the  enemy  ^  get  it 
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away.  They  tned  to  prevent  our  getting  it  by 
Bbelling  the  party  that  was  bringing  it  om  Our 
artillery  was  brought  into  play,  and  a  duel  was 
lept  up  for  some  time.  We  were  successful  in 
getting  the  gun. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  General 
Smith  decided  to  move  out  on  the  homeward 
march.  Our  subsistence  was  almost  exhausted, 
and  our  ammunition  not  abundant  The  cavalry 
went  out  west  on  the  Pontotoc  road,  while  the 
train  moved  out  towards  Tupelo,  turning  off 
north  on  the  Old  Town  road.  The  enemy  was 
in  force  in  the  woods  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of 
our  position.  They  moved  out  and  drove  our 
cavalry  back. 

General  Mower's  division  was  formed  in  a  line 
on  the  ground  it  occupied  the  day  before,  and 
partly  on  that  held  by  the  Third  division,  left  of 
the  road.  The  centre  being  on  the  Pontotoc 
road.  Orders  were  given  to  fix  bayonets  and 
bold  fire  until  the  enemy  advanced  within  fifty 
yards,  the  men  lying  low  to  conceal  oiu*  posi- 
tion. The  enemy  advanced  rapidly,  with  heavy 
musketry  and  shelling  us  vigorously,  while  only 
our  artillery  replied.  It  was  a  little  trying  to 
lie  quietly  and  receive  a  heavy  fire,  but  it  did 
us  little  damage,  owing  to  our  defenses  and 
lying  low.  They  came  to  the  crest  of  a  ridge 
two  hundred  yards  in  our  front,  but  the  experi- 
ence of  the  day  before  was  iresh  in  their  mem- 
ory, and  not  a  step  further  would  they  come. 
They  discovered  our  purpose  and  were  not  i» 
be  trapped.  When  this  was  apparent,  we  were 
ordered  to  charge  them,  which  was  done  with 
a  yell,  but  they  did  not  wait  for  us. 

We  pursued  them  nearly  a  mile  and  then 
shelled  them  with  visible  effect  In  a  line  of 
skirmishers  thrown  out  at  (ihis  time.  Lieutenant 
Louis  Hardy,  commanding  company  E,  Seventh 
Minnesota,  was  killed.  He  was  a  gallant  fel- 
low, but  went  .into  the  fight  imprudently  in 
full  uniform,  a  conspicuous  mark  for  sharp- 
shooters. 

The  Third  division,  with  the  train,  had  got 
miles  away  by  this  time,  and  the  First  division 
was  callea  in  and  took  up  tJie  line  of  march 
homeward. 

The  army  went  into  camp  on  the  Old  Town 
road,  about  five  miles  from  the  battle  field.  As 
our  rear  was  getting  into  camp,  the  enemy 
came  up  and  ^ened  on  us  with  artillery.  Col- 
onel McMillan's  brigade  of  the  First  Ohio  was 
in  the  rear,  composed  of  the  rearmost  regiments, 
the  Seventy-second  and  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  and 
One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois,  which 
charged  the  enemy  with  a  rapid  musketry  fire, 
that  made  him  pay  fearfully  for  this  last  attack. 
If  our  men  had  not  been  so  weary  they  could 
have  taken  his  battery.  This  was  the  last  of 
the  fighting. 

The  enemy's  dead  in  the  aggregate,  by  count 
and  careful  estimate,  was  certainly  five  hundred. 
The  usual  proportions  would  give  the  wounded 
at  two  thousand  to  twenty-five  hundred.  We 
took  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 


This  would  make  his  loss  in  kiUed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners,  nearly  three  thons^d.  Add  to 
this  an  indefinite  number  of  missing,  stragglers, 
and  conscripts,  glad  of  an  excuse  to  escape  to 
their  homes,  parties  of  whoni  were  heard  of 
along  our  homeward  march,*and  his  total  loss 
would  swell  to  probably  four  thousand. 

Wounded  rebel  officers  said  that  the  whole 
force  of*  the  enemy  was  about  fifteen  thousand. 
Lieutenant-Greneral  S.  D.  Lee  commanded  in  p€^ 
son.  Pri^ners  said  that  General  Forrest  and 
General  Lee  disagreed,  and  that  if  Forrest 
had  his  way  we  should  not  have  been  so  bqo- 
cessful. 

The  following  are  our  losses,  obtained  from 
official  resources ; 

In  First  division,  General  Mower's,  First 
brigade.  Colonel  McMillen:  killed,  fifteen; 
wounded,  seventy-four;  missing,  four.  Total, 
ninety-three. 

Second  brigade.  Colonel  McClure,  faucoeedii^ 
Colonel  Wilkm,  who  was  killed):  killed,  four; 
wounded,  twenty-two;  missing,  four.  Total, 
thirty. 

Third  brigade.  Colonel  Wood:  killed,  twenty- 
four;  wounded,  one  hundred  and  eighty-sii; 
miseing,  seven.  Total,  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three. ^ 

The  foDowing  is  a  detailed  statement' o^  losses 
in  this  brigade,  which  suffered  the  heaviest  of 
any  brigade  in  the  battle,  viz. : 

Twelfth  Iowa,  Colonel  Stibbs:  killed,  nine; 
wounded,  fifty-three ;  missing,  one.  Totol,  six- 
ty-three. 

Seventh  Minnesota,  Colonel  Marshall :  killed, 
nine  ;  woimded,  fifty-two ;  missing,  one.  Total, 
sixty-two. 

Thirty-third  Missouri,  LieutenantColonel 
Heath  :  wounded,  one ;  missing,  twenfy-eight 
Total,  twenty-nine. 

Thirty-fifth  Iowa,  Colonel  HiU:  wounded, 
five ;  missing,  thirty-four.    Total,  thirty-nine. 

Fourth  brigade.  Colonel  Ward :  killed,  six ; 
wounded,  forty-six ;  missing  one.  Total,  fifty- 
three.  ^ 

Total  loss  in  First  division,  Three  hundred 
and  seventy-one. 

Total  loss  of  Third  division,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Moore,  One  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

I  am  unable  to  give  the  loss  in  detait  of  the 
Third  division.    The  aggregate  above  is  official 

Negro  brigade,  Colonel  Bouton  commanding ; 
killed,  fifteen;  wounded,  fifty-seven;  missing, 
thirteen.    Total,  eighty-five.  • 

Total  loss  of  the  army,  (exclusive  of  cavahy 
lossj.  Five  hundred  and  five. 

The  cavahry  loss  I  r^et  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain.  I  am  informed  it  is  not  large— 
probably  does  not  exceed  fifty.  They  experi- 
enced no  hard  fightmg,  but  did  good  service  in 
front,  on  flanks  and  in  rear,  and  had  frequent 
skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  They  destroyed 
eight  or  ten  miles  of  the  railroad  north  and  south 
of  Tupelo,  including  considerable  trestle  work. 
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SHEBlCAirS  ATLANTA  GAMPAIGK. 

Ih  im  FiBLD,  HiAB  Dallas,  \    * 
Gbobgu,  June  3.     j 

Thirty-five  days  of  active  campaigning  under 
Skenmn;  thirty-five  nights  of  march,  picket, 
fikirmish,  hattle,  or  of  uneasy  slumber  on  beds 
of  erasB,  leaves,  rails,  rocks,  or  mother  earUi, 
wim  the  Uue  heavens  for  a  canopy ;  and  to-day, 
a  seat  beside  a  mountain  stream  a  mile  from 
ctmp.  with  no  sign  of  man's  handiwork  visible 
nre  fhe  few  rails  that  form  my  seat,  can  not  be 
eraected  to  fit  your  correspondent  well  for  the 
titf  of  giving  a  graphic  account  of  military 
operations  fur  the  last  ten  days.  Right  well 
pkased  am  I  to  know,  however,  that  the  tardi- 
Qfas  of  my  pen  will  work  no  disadvantage  to 
the  readers  of  the  Gazette,  since  a  "  relief  "  in 
the  form  of  another  of  the  knights  of  the  quiU 
has  arrived,  and  made  this  portion  of  the  army 
In  particular  field.  Yet,  I  know  that  there  are 
sofDe  of  the  events  that  transpire  among  us, 
BnmiportaDt,  perhaps,  historically,  but  of  much 
iotereat  to  many,  which  I  may  teU  without 
repeating  what  may  be  better  written  by 
•notber.* 

To  make  a  little  reBume  of  the  whole  ten 
(hjs,  let  us  go  back  to  Kingston,  May  twenty- 
second— the  date  of  my  last  letter.  On  that 
d^  portions  of  the  army  had  advanced  some 
muee  beyond  Kingston,  and  were  skirmishing 
▼itfa  the  enemy ;  while  Sherman's  energy  had 
ooi!q)leted  the  railroad  to  his  army  and  had 
thrown  forward  twenty  days'  rations,  ready  for 
a  move  without  a  base  to  begin  next  morning. 
Bat  never  perht^  was  the  saying  that  "  large 
bodies  move  slowly,"  more  fully  verified  than 
to  the  troops  which  formed  the  rear  guard  of 
McPheraon's  command  that  day.  Early  in  the 
DOfmng  orders  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice 
were  given,  but  the  morning  wore  away  and 
left  the  troops  lying  as  the  sunrise  found  them. 
Gbdlv,  at  zK>on,  was  the  sound  to  fall  in  heard. 
Let  liie  weather  be  as  it  may,  there  is  nothing 
80  perplexing  and  so  troublesome  as  a  night 
march ;  no  soldiers  likes  to  have  it  in  prospect 
Appearances,  howevor,  all  deceive  in  a  soldier's 
fife.  Doomed  to  a  lught  march,  it  was  of  no 
trail  that  orders  came  early.  It  required  just 
K>  Biany  hours  to  get  the  immense  wagon  train 
jn  fine,  and  the  rear  gpiard  could  not  go  until 
&at  was  done.  It  was  actually  sunset  when 
ihe  last  of  tbe  troops  filed  out  of  Elingston.  A 
mght  mardi  of  course  followed,  and  one  of  the 
Bfeost  unpleasant  imaginable.  Following  the 
trains  would  certainly  wear  the  patience  of  the 
wegst  patient.  A  movement  forward  of  ten  feet, 
thai  a  halt  of  two  minutes,  another  move,  and 
i2»>ther  halt  ad  ivfinitvm  made  up  the  order  of 
laardi.  Plunging  into  gutters,  tumbling  over 
rocks  and  stimips,  and  irregularities  that  could 
DOC  be  distinguished  for  the  darkness,  is  it  any 
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wonder  that  the  poor  soldier  dreads  a  night 
march  ?  Then,  on  this  particular  occasion,  the 
dust  was  inches  in  depth;  penetrating  every 
crevice  and  fold,  and  covering  the  whole  man 
with  its  dirty  gray  mist,  it  is  the  most  disagree- 
able element,  save  gunpowder,  with  which  the 
soldier  has  to  contend. 

This  is  the  history  of  the  first  night's  march 
of  six  miles  or  eight  across  the  Etowah  river, 
on  the  Van  Wert  road. 

As  it  had  been  at  Dalton,  so  it  was  to  be  at 
the  Etowah.  McPherson,  Sherman's  rieht-hand 
man,  was  to  take  the  right  and  flank  we  posi- 
tion, not  only  of  Etowah  but  of  Altoona.  HeQce 
his  movement  by  the  Van  Wert  road,  crossing 
the  Etowah  at  a  bridge  a  few  miles  from  Kings- 
ton, which  the  rebels  did  not  destroy.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  his  command  encamped  at  Van 
Wert,  a  little  village  twenty  miles  southwest 
of  Kingston,  and  apparently  far  away  from  any 
military  operations.  From  this  place  tbe  line 
of  march  was  changed  to  the  southeast,  point 
ing  towards  Dallas.  Orf  the  twenty-sixth,  at 
four  p.  M.,  after  slight  skirmishing,  McPherson's 
command  and  Jefferson  C.  Davis*  division  of  the 
Fourteenth  corps,  marched  by  diflferent  roads 
simultaneously  into  Dallas,  the  county  seat  of 
Paulding  county.  This  is  some  thirty  miles 
northwest  of  Atlanta,  and  nearly  twentv  miles 
west  of  Marietta,  the  nearest  point  on  the  rail- 
road. It  was,  to  many,  a  source  of  considera- 
ble surprise  to  find  next  morning  the  whole 
rebel  army  confronting  us,  that  is  confronting 
Sherman,  who  was  now  about  ready  to  form 
line. 

All  day  of  the  twenty-seventh  was  most 
busily  occupied  in  getting  into  position.  Gen- 
eral Fuller's,  Colonel  Rise's,  and  Colonel 
Sprague's  bngades,  were  fiercely  engaged  all 
day  in  as  heavy  and  severe  a  skirmish  as  I  ever 
witnessed.  Night  found  them,  however,  in 
good  position,  a  half  a  mile  further  advanced 
than  tney  were  in  the  morning.  In  this  skir- 
mish the  Twen^-seventh  Ohio  lost  Captain  Saw- 
yer, killed,  and  Lieutenant  De  Bote,  wounded. 
The  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  lost  Captain  H.  S.  Mc- 
Rae,  wounded,  besides  a  number  of  enlisted 
men.  The  Sixty-sixth  Illinois,  formerly  known 
as  Birge's  sharpshooters,  were  at  the  front,  and 
lost  quite  heavUy.  The  Fifteenth  corps,  which 
took  position  on  the  right  of  the  Sixteenth,  also 
lost  heavily.  A  portion  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  was 
surprised  and  captured  at  breakfast. 

At  night  the  whole  line  threw  up  slight 
works,  and,  as  well  as  it  could  be  done,  amid 
^  continual  popping  of  skirmishers'  guns,  the 
men  rested. 

AU  day  of  the  twenty-eighth  there  had  been 
a  continuous  rattle  of  musketry,  interspersed 
with  an  occasional  shot  from  art'dlery,  which 
kept  a  slow  procession  of  ambulances  passing 
to  and  from  the  lines  to  convey  the  wounded  to 
hospital.  Toward  evening  an  unusual  activity 
among  the  rebels  in  front  of  Logan,  who  was  on 
\  Dodge's  right,  appeared.  Suddenly  a  force  of 
i  infantry  was  seen  h&otening  toward  the  rebel 
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left,  as  if  to  turn  Logan's  right.  Scarcely  had 
they  passed  the  point  where  they  were 
visible  to  us,  when  a  larger  force  returned  at  the 
same  rate.  Then  came,  volleys  along  Logan's 
front,  from  right  to  left  A  wonderful  animation 
was  suddenly  infused  into  the  apparently  dead 
mass  of  wagons  and  artillery  that  lay  all  day  in 
the  great  open  field  behind  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 
A  storm  was  gathering — where  should  it  break  ? 
The  question  was  not  long  unanswered.  Minor 
attempts  were  made  along  almopt  the  whole  of 
Logan's  line,  but  in  front  of  General  Sweeny's 
division  was  the  main  force.  Bates'  division  of 
Hardee's  corpse  was  hurled  against  Sweeny's 
division,  which  at  that  time  presented  a  front  of 
two  regiments  and. one  portion  of  a  battery. 
The  immortal  Second  Iowa,  and  the  younger,  but 
not  less  gallant  Sixty-sixth  Indiana,  with  two 
sections  of  Welker's  Battery,  (H,  Fii-st  Missouri 
Light  Artillery,)  met  the  shock  of  the  charge. 
Fierce  and  hot  was  the  contest — ^brave  men  were 
pitted  against  brave— but  it  was  impossible  to 
advance  before  the  withering  fire  of  that  portion 
of  Colonel  Rice's  brigade.  Di  half  an  hour  from 
the  first  volley,  the  shout  of  victory  rang  on  the 
evening  air,  and  was  taken  up  by  regiment  after 
regiment,  until  the  woods  rang  again.  A  few 
prisoners  were  captured,  from  whom  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  rebel  Second  Kentucky  Regi- 
ment was  engaged.  One  of  that  regiment, 
Badger,  of  Columbus,  Kentucky,  who  was  cap- 
tured, has  friends  in  Cincinnati.  Another  from 
Covington,  Kentucky,  named  Jones,  belonging  to 
the  same  regiment,  was  also'captured.  The  loss 
of  the  Sixty-sixth  and  Second  Iowa,  was  very 
slight.  The  next  day  the  Sixty-sixth  Indiana 
found  sixty-three  dead  rebels  in  their  front 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Colonel  Mersey's  brigade 
reh'eved  Colonel  Rice's,  and  still  ^e  skirmishing 
continued.  Company  B,  of  the  Eiehty-first 
Ohio,  was  deploy eJi  as  skirmishers,  and  Private 
James  Anderson,  of  Company  D,  volunteered  to 
go  also.  Very  6oon  he  was  borne  back  mortally 
wounded.  All  day  the  heavy  skirmishing  was 
kept  up.  The  lines  were  so  close  that  rebel 
balls  reached  even  beyond  the  headquarters  of 
Generals  Sweeny  and  Dodge.  No  general  attack 
was  made,  however. 

It  was  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  when  as  some  of  us  were  listening 
to  the  dull,  heavy  booming  of  Hooker's  guns  to 
the  left,  a  bright  fiash  of  a  musket  to  the  right, 
and  in  front  of  our  line,  told  of  approaching 
danger.  Almost  instantly  the  whole  picket  line 
in  front  of  Mersey's  brigade  was  ablaae,  and  re- 
tiring before  our  advancing  colunm.  Scarcely 
had  the  pickets  reached  the  works,  until  every 
man  of  the  long,  sinuous  line,  which  a  moment 
before  seemed  wrapped  in  slumber,  was  up  to 
his  place,  and  the  next  moment  the  Eighty-first 
Ohio  ana  Twelfth  Illinois  poured  a  volley  of 
death  into  the  approaching  column.  A  flash  and 
a  whiz  was  the  reply,  but  now  loading  and 
firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  while  Welker 
poured  an  almost  ceaseless  fire  from  his  four 
guns,  the  scene  became   grand   beyond    des- 


cription. Never  before  have  I  witnessed  snch 
a  scene  of  terrible  grandeur  I  The  night  vas 
dark,  and  a  heavy  air  seemed  to  weigh  aown  the 
sulphurous  smoke  until  the  darkness  was 
changed  to  gray,  in  which  the  dark  figures  of  the 
men  became  visible— a  sort  of  demon-looking 
set,  engaged  in  a  gbastlv  play  with  death.  But 
it  could  not  last  long.  The  earthworks,  together 
with  the  wild  aiming  of  the  rebels,  gave  us  com- 
plete protection,  while  they  were  without  any 
shield.  Soon  they  renewed  the  attack  at  another 
place,  then  on-  Mersey  again,  and  again  to  the 
right,  until  at  three  o  clock,  when  they  recoiled 
from  their  last  attack,  they  had  made  seven 
attempts  to  break  our  lines  I  The  occasion  of 
this  desperation,  it  is  thought,  was  that  they  had 
detected  a  movement  commenced  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  Fifteenth  Corps  toward  our  left,  and 
thought  to  break  through  our  lines  while  moving. 
The  movement  had  commenced,  and  if  they  had 
waited  a  few  hours  later,  their  attack  might  have 
resulted  in  a  different  manner.  Our  loss  was 
comparatively  nothing,  and  was  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  men  deployed  as  skirmishers 
in  front  of  the  worka  Lieutenant  Ulrick,  of  the 
Sixty-sixth  Illinois,  was  mortally  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Williamson,  same  regiment,  was 
wounded. 

Hardly  had  the  first  half  hour's  fighUng 
ended,  until  General  Dodge  made  his  appear- 
ance at  Welker's  battery,  carrying  before  him 
on  his  horse  a  box  of  canister  I  He  had  heard 
that  their  canister  was  gone,  and  unable  to  find 
the  proper  officer  in  such  a  melee,  he  went  him- 
self and  carried  all  he  could.  He  also  seized 
two  wagon  loads  of  infantry  anmiunition  (rum 
the  Fifteenth  Corps,  which  were  passing,  and 
sent  boxes  up  to  the  front  line,  so  that  althoogh 
at  the  b^inning  there  was  but  forty  rounds  to 
the  man,  these  were  not  gone  until  a  beautiful 
supply  was  at  hand. 

The  eager  Sixty-sixth  Indiana,  who  had  bnilt 
those  works,  and  repulsed  the  attack  there  on 
the  twenty-eighth  could  not  be  held  in  reserve. 
When  Colonel  Adams  sent  word  that  his  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  gone,  Colonel  Bice  ordered  ont 
the  Sixty-sixth  to  reUeve  the  Eighty-first.  With 
a  cheer  they  responded,  and  were  soon  in 
readiness.  But  here  arose  a  question ;  the  am- 
munition was  now  abundant,  and  the  Eighty- 
first  Ohio  did  not  want  to  be  relieved  I  General 
Dodge  upon  apphcation  allowed  the  Eighty-first 
to  retain  its  position,  and  the  gallant  boys  of  the 
Sixty-sixth  Indiana  retired  disappointed. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  ascertain- 
ed; the  intervening  eround  being  contraband. 
A  deserter  who  came  m  to-day,  says  that  Bates' 
division  was  terribly  cut  up  in  that  night  at- 
tack, which,  h^  says,  was  made  under  a  mis' 
understanding  of  orders. 

For  some  reason,  it  was  determined  to  change 
the  position  of  Mcrherson  and  Davis'  divisions 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  The  orders  were  is- 
sued for  this  on  the  twenty-eighth,  but  were 
countermanded  by  the  attack  made  by  the 
enemy.    On  the   twenty-ninth,  the  movement 
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was  in  progross,  and  was  arrested  by  the  night 
attack  i  bave  m^itioDed ;  but  on  the  night  of  the 
tfairtj-first,  the  movement  was  saccessfullj  be- 
gun, and  by  five  p.  m.  of  June  first  his  entire 
ooBunand  had  changed  position  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  some  two  or  three  miles,  with 
•caroely  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Early  in  the  night  of  the  thiitf-first,  Colonel 
Mersey  B  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left,  to  re- 
lieve JefferBon  C  Davis'  division,  which  imme- 
diately moved  to  the  left.  The  next  day,  al^  the 
hoe  to  the  right  was  withdrawn  toward  the 
left,  leaving  Mersey  as  rear  guard  for  McPher- 
Bons  whole  command.  About  noon  the  rebels 
had  discov^ed  the  movement,  and  had  moved 
into  Dallas.  Coming  on  without  opposition, 
&eir  cavalry  had  actually  gamed  position  in 
Meney*s  rear,  while  infantry  was  closing  in 
iEp<m  iuB  right  flank  and  front  Bending  back 
the  right,  undl  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  and  part  of 
the  Sixty-sixth  niinois  formed  a  line  of  battle 
flctDg  im  points  of  the  compass  except  the 
North,  and  with  the  Twelf Ui  Illinois  deployed 
on  the  left  as  skirmishers.  Colonel  Mersey  safe- 
Ij  withdrew  his  isolated  brigade  at  three  o'clock, 
iad  received  the  congratmations  of  his  com- 
iDander  for  so  skillful  a  withdrawal  from  what 
via  a  very  perilous  situation. 

For  two  days  there  has  been  a  calm.  The 
enemy  is  apparently  nonplused.  They  are 
bastily  movii^  to  ^eir  right,  fearing  a  storm 
will  burst  upon  them  there. 

I  nearly  forgot  to  chronicle,  a  daring  feat 
wfakh  came  near  being  accomplished  by  Colonel 
Mersey's  brigade  on  the  thirty-first.  At  noon 
bis  br^ade  was  ordered  to  move  forward  and 
aaaaali  the  enemy's  works  directly  in  our  front 
Hie  plan  was  to  form  two  miles  of  skirmishers 
of  ^e  Sixty-sixth  miiM>is ;  support  them  by 
the  £ighty-first  Ohio,  with  a  space  of  forty  spaces 
between  its  right  and  left  battalions,  and  it  in  turn 
to  be  followed  by  the  Twelfth  Illinois.  Every- 
&BEig  was  ready,  and  at  twelve  noon  the.  move- 
ment b^g^uL  The  column  was  formed  behind 
oiff  front  line  of  works,  and  moved  forward. 
The  Sixty-sixth  and  EighW-first  passed  over  the 
breastworks  under  a  Inisk  fire  from  the  rebel 
akmnishers,  who  were  close  at  hand.  On  went 
ihe  ^tj-slxtti,  driving  all  before  them, 
whoi  they  received  a  check  from  ihe  main  rebel 
hue.  The  whcde  c<dumn  was  then  halted,  and 
ky  there  for  ten  minutes,  almost  within  stone's 
dnow  of  th«  rebel  lines,  yet  without  firing  a 
abot,  except  an  oooasional  one  from  th6  Sixty 
fixth'a  frwit  line.  The  brigade  had  np  support 
OB  ei^isr  flank,  and  presented  a  front  little 
loQger  than  a  regiment,  while  just  at  its  left 
VIS  a  hill  from  which  an  enfilading  fire  could 
rake  the  whole  brigade.  Colonel  ^Adams  was 
g^ttmg  impatient,  ami  was  just  about  to  order 
"  forward  I  when  the  better  judgment  of  some- 
body whose  duty  it  was  to  direct  aflairs,  ordered 
tbe  brigade  back. 

The  movement  was  b^^n  under  an  appre- 
bsBfion  that  the  rebels  had  vacated  their  works, 


and  was  abandoned  aasopn  as  it  was  found  they 
were  still  there  in  force. 

As  soon  as  the  rebels  perceived  this  they 
poured  forth  the  volleys  which  they  were 
reserving  for  the  advance,  into  the  retiring 
column,  but  fortunately  they  aimed  too  high 
and  but  little  haim  was  done.  Lieutenant  Van 
Lieu,  Sixteenth  Illinois,  was  severely  wounded 
in  this  movement.  His  mother  lives  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio.  The  Sixty-sixth  lost  also  Lieu- 
tenant Williamson,  slightly  wounded,  besides  a 
number  of  men  killed  and  wounded. 

ANOTHER  ACCOUNT. 

Two  MnjB  S0UIH-WI8T  or  Aokwobsb,) 
GapKOiA,  July  7.       / 

In  lack  of  events  more  stirring,  such  as  bat- 
tles and  sieges  and  triumphal  marches,  I  must 
write  you  of  the  incidentls  of  march,  the  peo- 
ple, the  country,  etc.  Tbe  army  is  no  less  pro- 
lific in  interesting  phases  of  human  nature,  no 
less  characteristic  and  inimitable  when  on  the 
march  or  in  the  camp,  than  when  on  the  field  of 
battle,  or  rushing  valUantly  into  "  the  imminent 
deadly  breach."  The  common  places  of  life 
find  no  places  in  history ;  the  army  is  an  insti- 
tution by  itself,  isolated  from  the  observation  of 
men,  except  a  few  who  relate  only  the  graver  pas- 
sages in  its  history,  passing  over  its  comedy,  its 
humor,  its  trivialities  and  its  domestic  doings 
and  sayings,  which,  after  all,  occupy  so  great  a 
portion  of  its  time  and  form  the  best  possible 
mirror  of  its  moods  and  manners,  and  unless 
these  are  chronicled  for  the  perusal  of  news- 
readers, there  is  great  danger  that  they  will  fall 
into  the  error  of  regarding  the  army  only  as  a 
great  host  of  romantic  and  impossible  heroes, 
performing  always  sublime  things  and  making 
always  fine  speeches.  There  are  some  men 
here  who  remain  the  same  queer  and  crooked 
geniuses  that  they  were  at  home,  and  for  aught 
that  I  can  see,  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men 
makes  as  many  false  passes  at  the  enemy,  hits 
foul,  goes  down  on  all  fours,  and  performs  as 
many  erratic  gyrations  and  tumblings  as  would 
a  brace  of  trained  pugilists  pitted  against  each 
other  on  a  field  so  unequal  as  this.  Whole 
brigades  rush  headlong  through  thick  woods, 
where  they  cannot  see  ten  lengths  of  a  musket 
in  advance,  and  come  suddenly  on  masked  can- 
non, which  are' so  close  that  to  retreat  is  sure 
death,  and  only  a  part  of  them  can  hope  to 
escape  by  falling  flat  on  their  faces,  and  remain- 
ing in  that  position  for  hours,  till  darkness  , 
comes  to  conceal  their  movements.  While  they 
he  there  many  of  them  are  discovered  by  the 
rebel  sharp-shooters  and  die  helpless.  Others 
are  slaughtered  by  a  cross  fire  from  other  bat- 
teries, and  when  at  last  the  survivors  are  per- 
mitted to  steal  away  under  cover  of  the  night, 
so  many  of  their  comrades  lie  stiff  and  stark  in 
their  places,  that  they  loojc  as  if  still  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy— a  battle-line  of  corpses. 

Again,  on  a  ceptain  evening,  each  army  is 
seized  with  a  sudden  delusion  that  the  other  is 
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abont  to  attack,  or  do  some  other  dreadful  mis- 
chief, and  they  expend  tuns  upon  tuns  of  shell 
and  round-shot,  which  many  an  unhappy  mule 
had  perished  by  the  roadside  to  drag  from 
Kingston,  and  with  no  other  effect  but  to  nip  in 
the  bud  some  hundreds  of  hopeful  saplings, 
splinter  a  few  ancient  oaks  and  hurt  a  score  or 
so  of  men.  There  was  one  of  the  panics  of 
the  war.  The  perfect  coolness  and  sang  froid 
with  which  old  soldiers,  in  some  cases,  come  to 
regard  tiiose  matters  and  occurrences  which 
make  the  blood  of  a  novice  suddenly  grow 
thick  in  the  region  of  his  heart,  is  one  of  the 
most  noticeable  features  of  the  armv.  Some 
instances  are  related  which  are  decidedly  refrig- 
erating. A  soldier  was  carrying  to  his  tent,  for 
domestic  use,  a  plate  of  flour,  which  he  had 
very  lately  confiscated,  and  from  which  he  was 
forming  pleasing  anticipations  of  being  able  to 
make  an  interregnum  in  the  reign  of  hard-tack, 
when  a  wandering  fragment  of  a  shell  suddenly 
descended  ^Vpn  the  plate,  scattering  the  flour 
into  dust  The  fellow  merely  looked  at  the 
piece  of  fractured  crockery  remaining  in  his 
hand  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  drily  ob- 
served, "  No  more  of  that  on  my  plate  if  you 
please."  Another  one  of  the  boys  was  saluted 
in  the  same  way  by  a  shell  travelling  with  its 
peculiar  infernal  yell  a  few  inches  above  his 
head,  while  he  was  walking  close  along  the  line 
of  battle,  when  he  came  to  a  halt,  and  without 
winking  an  eye,  looked  in  the  direction  of  the 
flying  shell  with  a  quiet "  good  morning." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  June,  it 
was  announced  at  headquarters  that  the  rebels 
had  evacuated  their  works,  and  were  in  retreat 
Indeed,  on  the  night  before,  General  Hooker's 
advance  line  had  occupied  their  works,  and  their 
movement  continued  through  the  whole  night  j 
and  in  the  morning  none  were  to  be  seen  except  a 
few  cavalry  scouts  lingering  to  observe  our  mo- 
tions. Immediately  there  was  a  rush  of  eager  men 
curious  to  inspect  the  rebel  fortifications,  and  see 
the  effect  of  their  firing.  The  former  were 
found  to  be  of  great  strength,  considering  the 
haste  with  which  they  were  necessarily  erected ; 
the  strongest  indeed — so  our  engineers  say — 
that  they  have  seen  the  rebels  make  at  any  time. 
They  are  firmly  built  of  logs  and  stones  covered 
with  a  heavy  embankment  of  Qarth  and  screened 
by  green  branches  of  trees.  They  evidently 
cost  a  heavy  expenditure  of  labor,  and  it  is  idle 
to  deny  that,  in  many  cases,  they  are  bettei*  than 
our  own.  Whatever  flimsiness  the  rebels  used 
in  the  construction  of  their  redoubts  early  in  the 
war,  these  at  least  arq  creditable  to  their  skill, 
and  eaually  to  their  muscle.  In  many  places 
their  sharpshooters  had  constructed  little  lun- 
ette for  the  accommodation  of  two  or  three 
persons,  several  rods  in 'advance  of  their  outer 
line  of  rifle  pits.  They  had  been  compelled  to 
trench  deeply,  and  even  burrow  in  the  ground 
and  build  strong  roofings  of  rails  to  protect  them- 
selves from  our  shells  and  shot  These  latter 
were  accurately  put  in  at  a  distance  of  a  mile,  by 
the  splendid  batteries  of  Bridge  and  McDowell, 


and,  in  return,  the  sharpshooters  made  large 
numbers  of  our  men  bite  the  dust  The  enemy 
could  have  been  forced  to  abandon  fortificatfens 
of  such  strengtn  only  by  strategic  combinations 
of  the  most  threatening  chtiracter.  The  peculiar 
strength  of  their  position,  which  I  may  say  our 
authorities  wer^  not  at  all  slow  to  admit,  con- 
sisted in  this,  that  they  were  posted  on  the 
summits  of  a  series  of  high  wooded  hills,  be- 
tween which  ran  the  roads,  practicable  for  the 
army,  while  their  fortificatiwis  extended  in  two 
or  tiiree  strong  lines  down  the  sides  of  these 
hills,  fronting  directly  our  advance,  and  then  for 
a  considerable  distance  along  the  defiles  parallel 
to  the  roads,  and  on  a  sufficient  elevation  to  make 
it  difficult  to  storm  them.  The  dense  thickets  of 
bushes  and  trees  in  wtiich  they  took  care  to  lo- 
cate themselves,  added  much  to  the  difficulty  of 
any  attempt  upon  them. 

In  front  of  a.  part  of  the  Fourth  Corps  lay  a 
laree  farm,  extending  through  a  fertile  valley 
haff  a  mile  wide,  and  limited  at  either  side*  by 
slight  ridges,  occupied  by  the  respective  com- 
batants. This  open  stretch  of  about  a  mile  in 
extent  gave  free  play  to  the  gunners  at  either 
end,  and  made  it  a  very  iniudicious  act.  to  cross 
this  space,  even  some  distance  in  tiie  rear. 
This  farm  was  checkered  witii  fine  fields  of 
green  wheat  and  oats,  but,  like  the  apples  of 
Tantalus,  they  might  not  be  eaten.  This,  when 
the  animals  were  limited  to  four  pounds  a  day 
of  grain  (a  third  ration),  with  no  hay,  and  all  the 
grass  in  our  country  eaten  up,  and  when  &e  four 
pounds  of  yesterday  weighed  but  three  to4ay 
and  two  to-morrow,  was  a  great  grievance.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  rebel  bullets  were  no  longer 
to  be  encountered,  the  orderlies  and  scullions 
and  such  as  curry  horses,  trooped  forth  innmn- 
erable,  and  forthwith  there  was  such  a  confisca- 
tion of  heads  of  wheat,  wheat  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  green  oats,  and  swamp  grass,  as  is  not 
heretowre  recorded  in  these  epistles-  Tbey 
then  puHed  wheat  who  ne*er  pulled  wheat  be- 
fore ;  and  the  streams  of  small  mules  ^t 
Eoured  into  the  fields,  and  the  small  mules  and 
krge  bundles  that  poiured  out  therefrom,  till  the 
supply  was  exhausted,  was  a  thing  strange  to 
behold. 

The  orders  of  (Jeneral  Sherman,  that  the  army 
should  be  subsisted  as  far  as  possible  off  tiie 
country,  are  very  seriously  misunderstood  by 
some  soldiers,  whether  accidentia  or  ^tiierwise, 
I  will  not  say,  and  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  indiscriminate  appropriation  of  rebel  prop- 
erty in  consequence.  As  the  army  moves  through 
a  new  tract  of  country  which  is  yet  untouched, 
the  popping  of  guns  can  be  heard  in  the  roads 
and  fields  to  such  an  extent  that  it  mi^ht  be  mis- 
tsdcen  fo^  stray  skirmishing,  were  it  not  for 
certain  sounds  which  betray  unmistakably  a 
swinish  origin,  and  at  the  same  time  bad  shoot- 
ing. The  inhabitants  of  the  land  have  driven 
off  a  great  part  of  their  stock,  including  all  the 
horses  oxen  and  cows,  but  there  are  still  found 
running  at  large  considerable  numbers  of  sheep, 
and  a  species  of  very  elongated  and  shadowy 


DOCUMENTa 


207 


bogs,  fitted  kindly  by  nature  for  forcing  their 
my  through  the  &idk  jungles  of  bushes.  The 
m^er  are  very  tempting  to  stragglers  espe- 
diDy  when  they  have  eaten  only  hard  salt  pork 
for  many  days',  and  it  is  a  very  natural  thing 
that  many  of  them  should  be  shot  and  carried 
on  the  march  till  the  time  for  the  evening  halt. 
The  sharp  eye  of  the  Provost  Marshal  detected 
•ome  of  these  forbidden  meats  pendent  from  a 
^cHe  carried  on  ihe  shoulders  of  two  men,  who 
in  vain  sought  to  avoid  observation  bv  making 
1  troubleaome  march  through  the  fields,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  when  the  halt  was  called  for  the 
night,  certain  men  were  to  be  seen  tramping 
^vly  around  a  limited  circle  in  the  hot  sun- 
^line,  and  close  by  the  roadside,  carrying  be- 
tween them  the  aforesaid  mutton  and  preceded 
tiui  foOowed  by  certain  others  who'  had  been 
icCompliees  thereto,  carrying  rails  on  their 
Bhoulders,  and  the  whole  marching  in  solemn 
procession  to  the  music  of  tremendous  volleys 
of  cheers  from  the  troops  who  were  passing  by 
and  comprehended  the  situation.  When  all 
ihin^  were  taken  info  consideration,  both  the 
qoahty  of  the  meat  involved  and  the  crest-fallen 
£ices  of  the  men  who  carried  it,  the  whole  affair 
was  decidedly  sheepisJi,  The  conclusions  of  the 
matter  was  that  the  men  carrie^l  off*  their  spoils 
m  triumph,  declaring  they  had  earned  it,  and 
would  eat  it  accordingly. 

General  Sherman  evidently  meant  by  his  order, 
as  every  sensible  nuOti  would  at  once  under- 
fbmd,  that  the  simplies  from  the  country  were 
to  be  added  to  the  Government  stores  by  the 
proper  authorities,  and  issued  regularly  to  com- 
ptmes  and  squads  in  the  usual  manner.  -  Every 
oops  has  with  it  its  own  aroves  of  beeves, 
which  are  kept  in  good  condition  by  foraging, 
•ad  which  have  a  way  of  absorbing  aU  that  are 
faund  by  the  roadside,  so  that  the  men  have 
Htde  to  complain  of  in  this  particular.  All 
abng  the  line8  of  battle,  when  me  armies  were 
confronting  each  o&er,  a  few  rods  in  the  rear, 
were  little  pens  of  cattle  from  which  the  men  in 
the  trendies  were  well  reinforced  with  smoking 
maks,  added  to  their  cofiee  and  pilot  bread ; 
while  two  or  three  miles  in  the  rear  could  be 
seen  large  droves,  under  guard,  serenely  grazing 
ra  the  pastures — forming  the  best  possible  re- 
serve forces  upon  which  the  army  could  fall 
back. 

Still  there  is  veiy  little  dang^  that  this  army 
wiE  suffer  anv  serious  demoralization  by  strag^ 
^Dgand  pillaging.  There  is  Very  little  of  it 
The  men  were  thoroughly  sorted  over  before 
itartrog,  and  the  feeble  and  sick  were  rejected. 
I  had  occasion,  in  following  at  t^e  rear  of  the 
whole  army  for  a  day,  to  observe  the  truth  of 
this.  Scarcely  a  dozen  were  overtaken  in  the 
whole  day,  where  a  regiment  might  have  been 
expected.  A  hnndred  and  twenty-eight  am- 
bamoes  were  provided  for  the  Fourth  corps, 
nd  yet  the  fear  of  the  disgrace  of  having  been 
emed  in  the  sick  wagon,  and  the  general  good 
•imance  of  the  men  that  they  are  going  on  no 
fools  enand,  kept  the  men  square  up  to  the 


regiment  The  same  good  sense  which  ordered 
weak,  but  plucky  men  to  be  transferred  from 
the  regiments  to  the  hospital,  brought  out  from 
the  latter  to  the  place  where  they  could  do 
some  service,  a  host  of  lusty  cowards.  Cap- 
tain Wamock  has  but  lately  returned  from  a 
visitation  of  wholesale  purging  to  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Department,  where  he  has  been 
ousting  from  their  cozy  cots  all  malingerers 
and  skin-deep  sick  men,  without  mercy.  Frem 
the  hospitals  of  the  Department,  he  returned 
to  duty  about  twelve  hundred  men,  and  from 
those  at  Nashville  alone,  nine  hundred  and  sixty. 
So  let  it  be,  more  and  more. 

^here  is  not  a  superfluity  of  news  afloat  at 
present  Captain  Tousley,  of  the  Fourth  corps, 
who  came  in  to-night  from  our  former  camping- 
ground  and  the  scenes  of  the  engagements  hs^ 
about  there,  from  which  the  corps  marched  yes- 
terday, reports  that  the  rebels  had  had  a  force 
of  cavalry  all  day  to-day  attempting  to  take  the 
hospitals  stationed  there.  General  Kimball's 
brigade  (formerly  General  Little's)  were  guard- 
ing them,  and  had  lost  a  few  wounded  during 
the  day.  All  the  wounded  will  arrive  safely  at 
this  camp  sometime  to-night  Some  of  the 
wounded  were  so  terrified  at  the  prospect  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  that  even 
poor  wretches  whose  legs  were  mangled  by 
shells,  crawled  on  tlie  backs  of  mules  and 
escaped.  The  damnable  villainy  which  will 
make  such  an  attack  is  of  a  piece  with  that 
which  orders  men  to  fire  upon  those  (Federals) 
who  are  burjdng  their  own  (rebel)  dead. 

The  armv  is  pretty  much  massed  about  here 
on  the  railroaa  and  near  it,  recruiting  itself 
for  a  new  campaign.  The  cars  at  present 
come  to  the  river  at  Etowali,  where  there  is  a 
large  bridge,  six  hundred  feet  long,  seventy-five 
feet  high,  and  composed  of  three  branches  of 
trestle-work,  which  is  announced  to  be  com- 
pleted on  the  tenth.  Heavy  wagon  trains  are 
already  running  from  that  point  to  the  army, 
supplying  the  army  anew ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
cars  cross  the  bridee,  and  the  wagons  are  again 
filled  from  them,  why,  then — ^yes. 

The  army  extends  nearly  to  Lost  Mountain 
in  its  outposts,  and  will  probably  find  no  resist- 
ance this  side  the  Chattahoochee.  Gdheral 
Sherman's  headquarters  are  at  present  estab- 
li^ed  at  Acworth,  which  is  a  little  village  on 
the  railroad,  of  twenty  or  thirty  houses,  and 
about  ten  miles  below  the  Etowah  River.  Gen- 
eral Thomas'  are  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  t)f 
this  place. 

The  whole  army  has  now  accomplished  the 
object  of  flanking  the  strong  position  of  Alla- 
toona  Gkip,  and,  at  the  same  time,  transferring 
itself  across  the  range  of  hills  of  the  same 
name,  where  it  was  expected  we  would  meet 
so  stout  an  opposition.  The  railroad  has  been 
brought  along  at  the  same  time.  Thus  we  have 
accomplished  the  third  great  s^p  in  the  march 
to  Atlanta — Buzzard-  Roost,  Resaca,  and  AUa- 
toona.  There  remains  only  the  foiu-th — Chatta- 
hoochee River.    By  calculating  the  time  it  has 
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consumed  to  accomplish  the  preceding  three, 
the  reader  may  make  for  himself  an  estimate  of 
the  time  it  will  take  to  put  us  in  Atlanta.  Let 
him  not  forget  though  that  a  river  is  haifl  to  be 
flanked,  ana  that  the  rebels  are  now  fighting 
where  they  will  fight  best — at  their  very  doors — 
while  we  are  at  the  end  of  a  very  long  tether. 

GENERAL  SHERMAN'S  ORDER. 

HBADQUABniis  MnjTJUtT  IhvBtoir  or  ibb  MBsnapn,  \ 
In  thi  Fold  mbab  Dallas,  June  4,  1864.       j 

Sp^al  Fidd  Orders,  No,  17. 

The  attention  of  the  General  commanding  has 
been  called  to  certain  facts  which  had  already 
attracted  his  own  attention,  and  concerning 
which  he  orders : 

1.  In  case  of  skirmish  or  battle,  the  woimded 
must  be  brought  off  the  field  by  musicians  or 
non-combatants,  distinguished  by  a  badge  of 
white  cloth  on  the  left  arm.  In  no  case,  as  long 
as  firing  continues,  should  an  armed  soldier 
abandon  his  command  in  battle  to  attend  the 
wounded. — See  peer,  784,  Army  RegulaHons. 

2.  Hospitals  are  too  far  to  tne  rear  of  their 
corps  or  divisions ;  they  should  be'  kept  up  as 
dose  as  possible  and  covered  by  the  snape  of 
ground,  and  not  by  distance.  The  surgeons  in 
charge  are  responsible  that  slight  wounds  and 
shirking  be  not  the  cause  of  detain&ig  armed 
men  about  their  hospitals.  Each  attendant 
shou^^d  have  at  all  times  about  his  person  the 
written  authority  which  justifies  his  presence 
at  the  hospital,  or  in  passing  to  and  u:om  the 
command  to  which  his  hospitel  belongs. 

3.  Skulking,  shirking,  and  straggling  behind 
in  time  of  danger  are  such  high  detestable 
crimes  that  the  (General  commanding  would 
hardly  presume  them  possible,  were  it  not  for 
his  own  observation,  and  the  report  that  at  this 
moment  soldiers  are  found  loafing  in  the  cabins 
to  the  rear,  as  feur  back  as  Kingston.  The  only 
proper  fate  of  such  miscreants  is  that  they  be 
shot  as  common  enemies  to  their  profession  and 
country;  and  all  ofiicers  and  patrols  sent  back 
to  arrest  them,  will  shoot  them  without  mercy, 
on  the  slightest  imprudence  or  resistance.  By 
thus  wandering  in  the  rear  they  desert  their 
fellows,  who  expose  themselves  in  battle  in  the 
full  ^^i^  ^^^  ^  o^  the  roUs  are  present,  and 
they  expose  themselves  to  capture  and  ex- 
change as  20od  soldiers,  to  which  they  have  no 
title.  It  is  hereby  made  Jhe  duty  of  every  oMcer 
who  finds  such  skulkers,  to  deliver  them  to  any 

^Provost  Guard,  regardless  of  corps,  to  be  em» 
ployed  in  menial  or  hard  work,  such  as  repair- 
ing roads,  digging  drains,  sinks,  &c. '  Officers, 
if  found  skulking,  will  be  subjected  to  the  same 
penalty  as  enlisted  men,  viz :  instant  death,  or 
the  hardest  labor  and  treatment  Absentees 
not  accounted  for,  should  dways  be  mustered 
as  deserters,  to"  deprive  them  of  their  pay  and 
bounties,  reserved  for  honest  soldiers. 

4.  All  will  be  styled  skulkers  who  are  found 
to  the  rear,  absent  from  their  proper  commands 
without  written  authority  from  their  proper 
commander.    Captains  can  not  give  orders  or 


passes  beyond  their  regimental  limits ;  Colonels, 
beyond  brigade  limits ;  nor  Brigadiers  be/oud 
division  limits.  The  commaudmg  Gen^^  of 
the  three  departments  alone  can  order  oflkra 
of  detachments  with  or  without  wagons,  back 
to  Kingston  or  any  other  general  depot 

5.  Ii  unarmed  soldiers  are  found  on  hones 
or  mules  at  a  distance  from  their  proper  com- 
mand or  train,  any  cavalry  escort,  or  patrol, 
will  make  prisoners  of  the  men  and  appropriate 
the  horse  or  mule  to  the  use  of  tiie  cavalrj. 
Orderlies  to  general  officers  on  duty  will  be 
easily  recognized  by  bearing  official  orders  or 
receipts  for  the  same.  But  each  general  officer 
should  provide  his  orderlies  with  an  official  .de- 
tail, to  be  carried  with  him. 

Horses  or  mules  sent  to  forage  or  to  gr^e, 
should  be  sent  by  detachment,  with  arms  and 
military  organization,  when  they  will  always  be 
respected. 

6.  Brigade  and  regimental  commanders  are 
the  proper  officers  to  keep  their  officers  nd 
men  to  l^eir  places.  The  Ck)mmanding  Genenl 
will,  by  his  inspectors  and  in  person,  give  to 
matter  full  attention,  and  wlien  the  time  comes 
for  reports,  on  which  to  base  claims  for  reward 
and  promotion,  no  officer  having  a  loose  stn^- 
gling  command  need  expect  any  favor. 

7.  The  commanding  Generals  of  the  three 
armies  will  make  this  order  public,  and  or- 
ganize at  once  giiards  and  patrols  to  carry  it 
into  full  eflFect  By  order  of  Major-Gbneral  W. 
T.  Sherman. 

L.  M.  Daytojt, 

HBADQiTAinnBDRASTiasiT  AXD  AsKt  or) 

Tjumuhu,  nr  noi  VteLO,  > 

Nbak  Nbw  Hops  Chubch,  June  4, 16M.J 

The  above  order  will  be  read  at  least  tiiree 
times  to  every  regiment,  battery,  and  de- 
tachment of  this  command.  By  order  of  Major- 
Genefal  McPherson. 

William  T.  Clakk, 

A.  A.a 
J.  W,  Babnes, 

A.  A.  G. 

Two  IbUB  NoBm-wvr  or  Bio  SbaxttJ 
Gbok^,  July  U,  1861      j 

After  halting  two  days  in  the  vicinity  of  Ac- 
worth  to  recruit  and  await  the  completion  of 
the  bridge  at  JJtowah,  the  army  again  took  op 
the  line  of  march  southward  at  six  o'clock  yesi 
terday  morning.  They  have  already  found  the 
reluctantly  retreating  rebels  drawn  up  in  one 
of  their  usual  good  positions,  and  to-night  the 
two  armies  are  again  fully  deployed  and  lyin^ 
in  line  of  battle.  The  order  of  the  corps  bad 
been  much  modified  since  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  and  was  as  follows :  SchofieM  on  the 
right;  ne\t  Howard,  Palmer,  and  McPherson, 
with  (General  Hooker  bringing  up  the  r«ff,  for 
once.  McPherSon's  command  extended  to  fte 
east  of  the  railroad,  while  the  right  was  several! 
miles  to  the  west  of  it;  all  marching  oa  paral^ 
lei  roads  toward  Marietta.     The  countr^  be- 
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tvMQ  Alhtoona  Monntaiiis.  which  we  wexe  now 
ml  on!  d,  and  ^e  Pine  Mountains  (or  HiUe) 
live  the  rebels  are  now  posted,  is  moderateh' 
Ml  utd  occupied  by  fturms,  and  the  march 
west  briskly  on  till  abont  noon,  when  the  ad- 
vnoe  had  readied  a  point  about  seven  miles 
bibw  Ackworth,  and  discov^ed  a  few  rebel 
ikkmiflbera.  Gmft's  Inrigade,  of  Stanlej's  divis- 
ioB^liid  die  advance,  and  with  the  Thirtj^^lrst 
iK&Bi  and  parts  of  the  Ninetieth  Ohio  and 
Tweoty-fint  lUinots  thrown  out  as  skirmishers, 
Aediridon  advanced  slowly,  halting  frequently 
to  await  the  results  of  the  skirmishing.  The 
leMs  were  evidently  few  in  number,  and 
retired  slowly  before  us,  throwing  back  now 
sad  then  a  ^t,  as  'if  to  lure  tis  into  a  trap. 
The  experience  of  the  armj  near  Dallas  had 
tn^  it  caution,  and  they  were  not  to  be 
iadoced  to  throw  themselves  gratuitously  upon 
works  whid^  the  rebels  had  constructed  at 
fteir  leisiffe,  and  for  that  very  purpose.  Ac- 
eocdiDgly,  as  soon  as  we  were  wimin  three- 
fsarters  of  a  mile  of  Pine  Mountain,  on  top  of 
which  could  be  seen  through  the  trees  a  line  of 
rifle  pits,  and  the  rebels  moving  about  among 
tkoB,  a  final  halt  was  (adled,  and  the  men  pro- 
ceeded slowly  to  form  themselves  into  une. 
Tbe  Tcriou  brigades  turned  intjv  the  thick 
woods  and  began  scrambling  their  way  out  to 
ibe  right  and  left  of  the  road.  What  bad  places 
the  rebels  select  for  us  to  fight  in  1  It  is  -their 
pwrogative.  however,  to  choose  thehr  own 
gToiiMi,and  they  seem  disposed  to  make  the, 
Bost  of  it  Giving  up  all  hope  of  a  victory 
OT«r  oor  forces,  ihej  are  seeking  to  weary  our 
vBj  out,  and  thus  bring  the  cunpai^n  to 
oaaght,  by  taking  advantage  of  every  lavor- 
ibfe  mto  for  fortifying  strongly,  thus  compell- 
Bf  OS  to  do  likewise  and  consume  time.  We 
BBst  defend  our  point  till  the  flanking  can  be 
got  well  under  way,  and  by  that  time  several 
UT8  have  been  consumed,  and  when  they  find 
<w  forces  beginning  to  come  upon  their  sides, 
4«n  they  quietly  withdraw  to  choose  another 
P<«itioii.  This  Pine  Mountain  is  a  single  range 
of  hills  simply,  running  parrallel  to  the  great 
Buaatain  chains,  north  of  it,  but  presents  good 
^KiHtiefl  for  impeding  a  march,  bein^  composed 
^separate  summits  which  command  the  depths 
below,  and  the  whole  densely  wooded. 

In  the  afternoon  a  section  of  battery  B,  of  the 
^0cood  Pennsylvania  artiUerv,  was  brought  up, 
•ui  threw  a  few  dhedls  wildly  among  the  trees, 
without  any  effect  whatever.  The  rebels  did 
Bot  prefer  to  disclose  their  lurking  places.  The 
«ahr  dsoalties  of  the  daY  were  one  man,  John 
F-Boakins.  Company  F,  Ninetieth  Ohio,  killed, 
^  a  member  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois, 
i^^j  wounded  The  firing  was  very  scatter- 
^•nd  at  long  intervals.  Early  this  morning 
«e  Hoes  had  been  completed,  and  immense 
^*B^^^  of  axes  were  then  put  in  requisition, 
^iag  trees  for  the  defences.'  Though  the 
^^  had  guns  planted  close,  as  they  have 
AowQ  daring  the  day,  and  could  have  made 
*>^  trouble  among  the  swanning  choppers, 

VxL-.Doa        U 


thej  remained  silent  The  day  was  spent  in 
perfecting  and  consolidating  the  lines  and  com- 
pleting the  works,  while  the  firing  has  been 
sparse,  and  almost  entirely  from  the  Union  forces. 
Rain  has  fallen  in  torrents,  and  the  wagons  drag 
heavilv ;  but  trenches  dig  easily,  and  tnat  is  the 
main  business  on  hand,  for  several  days.  It  is 
pretty  safe  to  predict  thftt  there  will  be  little 
fighting  of  consequence  here— in  front,  at 
least 

The  army  was  surprised  and  gladdened  to- 
day, by  the  unfamiliar  sound  of  the  railway 
whistle,  the  first  for  many  days.  A  train 
arrived  in  the  afternoon,  and  pushed  clear 
down  to  Big  Shanty.  We  have  rumors  in  camp 
to-night  that  a  train  of  cars  was  blown  up  on 
the  road  between  Einffston  and  Resaca,  by  a 
torpedo,  and  two  cars  shattered  to  pieces. 

Napoleon  says :  *'  The  frontiers  of  States  are 
either  large  rivers,  or  chains  of  mountains,  or 
deserts.  Of  all  these  obstacles  to  the  march  of 
an  army,  the  most  difficult  to  overcome  is  the 
desert ;  moimtains  come  next,  and  broad  rivers 
occupy  the  third  place."  Altiiough  the  Alla- 
toona  range  did  not  present  any  serious  obsta- 
cles in  the  matter  of  altitude  or  abruptness,  yet 
they  afforded  many  great  advantages  to  an  army 
obstinately  bent  on  disputing  the  passage  of 
another,  and  the  adroitness  with  which  these 
were  overcome  or  evaded  might  escape  the 
reader  who  did  not  give  special  attention  to  the 
manner  of  it  General  Johnson  had  had  suffi- 
cient time  after  his  defeat  at  Resaca  to  fortify 
himself  strongly  in  the  naturally  very  strong 
position  of  Matoona  Gap,  and,  expecting  that 
our  forces  would  follow  niy  up  by  the  line  of 
the  railroad,  he  confidentiy  awaited  their  ap- 
proach. You  have  ah-eady  been  informed  of  the 
very  simple  and  obvious  expedient  by  which  he 
was  whoUv  deceived,  and  tiie  crossing  of  the 
Etowah  ef^cted  without  loss.  Finding  that  his 
opponent  was  well  over  the  river  and  marching 
south  by  tiie  DaUas  Road,  he  hastily  withdrew 
from  the  Gap  and  threw  his  forces  before  us  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Hardee's  corps  arrived  first 
and  in  time  to  throw  up  fortifications  which 
would  prevent  us  from  passing  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  way  through  the  mountain  ratige. 
He  then  advanced  boldly  beyond  his  intrench- 
ments  sufficient  to  threaten  me  passage  of  the 
Pumpkin  Vine.  General  Hooker,  who  led  the 
way,  was  able  to  get  oi^er  the  river  but  one  di- 
vision of  his  corps,  before  he  encountered  the 
rebels,  but  he  attacked  so  impetuously  with  this 
that  they  were  driven  back,  and  the  remainder 
of  tiie  armv  iJlowed  to  cross  imdisturbed.  Two 
thirds  of  the  way  hvd  thus  been  accomplished 
without  sacrifice,  simply  by  the  flanking  move- 
ment from  Kingston.  But  a  third  of  the  distance 
yet  remained  to  be  passed,  before  the  open 
cotmtry  beyond  oould  be  reached.  Accordingly, 
as  soon  as  the  lines  were  well  formed  and  the 
strength  of  the  rebel  position  had  been  tested, 
a  slow  but  steady  movement  of  the  entire  armv 
to  the  left  and  east  was  begrm,  by  drawing  back 
cautiously,  divisions  and  corps  from  their  places 
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on  the  right,  and  marching  them  quietly  through 
the  woods  to  new  positions  on  the  left.  But  as 
the  rebels  continually  followed  this  up,  it  was 
fotlnd  that  it  wonld  accomplish  nothing,  except 
a  parallel  extension  of  the  lines  indefinitely ;  so 
the  movement  was  made  more  rapid,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  our  line,  which  was  enabled  to  be 
always  a  little  in  advance  of  that  of  the  rebels, 
was  made  to  bear  hard  upon  them,  thus  crowd- 
ing them  slowly  back.  A  few  miles  passed  over 
in  this  manner  showed  the  rebels  that  we  would 
inevitably  reach  the  level  ground,  where  the  two 
armies  would  stand  on  an  equality,  and  that  they 
were  slowly  sliding  out  from  the  cover  of  their 
works,  abandoned  their  position  in  despair,  and 
have  taken  up  the  one  they  at  present  occupy. 
Thus  tibe  whole  of  the  range  was  gained,  and, 
in  doing  it,  our  forces  had,  at  the  same  time,  ac^ 
complisned  another  desirable  object,  the  re^ 
occupation  of  the  railroad  and  the  reopening  of 
communication,  which,  by  this  time,  was  highly 
necessary,  in  order  to  procure  supplies. 

Bmadviuowu  Obibul  OBasauvK  muREravAwl 
Mousnunr,  Jane  15, 18M.     j 

The  continued  rain  that  has  been  pouring  for 
the  past  few  days,  and  made  it  an  absolute  im- 
possibility to  execute  any  movement  of  lara^e 
bodies  of  troops,  ceased  yesterday.  Still  the 
time  that  the  clerk  of  the  weather  gave  the 
troops  for  rest,  was  not  unimproved.  The  men 
were  moved  into  position,  ana  dispositions  were 
ptiade  that  any  time  must  be  made.  The  troops, 
loo,  had  time  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
ground;  and,  speaking  of  the  necessities,  I 
should  have  been^glad  to  have  had  some  of  ^e 
fairest  of  the  fair  (the  late  Sanitary)  for  visitors 
to  the  little  bark  shanties,  the  homes  pro  tem  of 
the  "  brave  and  the  free."  There  sat  the  bold 
warrior,  .some  busy  writing,  may  be  to  the  loved 
•ones  at  home,  or  may  be  his  diary,  for  these 
soldiers  are  savage  critics,  and  will  think  for 
themselves.  "Now,  tiien.  Prank,"  quoth  one, 
.as  I  sat  chatting  with  a  brave,  who,  sons  trowsers, 
sat  with  the  before-mentioned  article  not-be- 
mentioned,  across  his  knee,  darning  a  rent  that 
seemed  large  even  to  a  poor  slave  of  the  quill, 
and  you  know— oh  1  but  I  am  telling  the  secrets 
of  Bohemia—"  Frank,  I  says  1"  Well  ?  What  a 
man  Logan  is,  I've  just  been  writing  here  about 
the  Dallas  fight  Listen.  We  had  just  gotten 
the  rebs  where  we  wasted  them,  and  were  just 
making  them  hop,  when  along  came  Logan  on 
horseback  calling  to  us,  "  give  it  to  'em,  boys, 
«nd  when  they  waver,  go  lor  them."  Now  my 
idea  is  that  the  General  has  just  got  no  right  to 
be  doing  those  scrapes  all  the  time.  Say,  Mr. 
Man,  what  do  you  think  about  it  ?  If  you  are 
all  right  and  ain't  that  man  that  wrote  that, 
what's  name,  about  Dodge  doing  all  the  fight- 
ing at  Dallas?  Why  here  is  your  coffee  and 
tax  (on  the  boys)." 

Enough  of  this.  The  men  were  in  splendid 
trim  when  they  were  this  morning  made  to  ex- 
pect a  little  fight,  for  a  change  of  position. 

General  Logan  this  morning  received  orders 


to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's  right. 
At  eleven  o'clock  Harrow's  division  was  moTed 
into  position  on  the  left  of  our  line. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  WiUiams  was  placed 
in  such  a  position  as  to  be  able  to  gain  ^ 
enemy's  flank.  Walcott,  as  gallant  a  soldier 
as  we  have,  had  in  his  pocket  Che  order  to 
canr  the  crest  of  the  hill,  more  than  a  thou- 
sand yards  distant,  and  had  for  his  support  u 
good  troops  as  the  country  holds,  to  wear  the 
national  blue  for  three  years,  or  for  the  war. 
Those  with  Harrow  were  the  men  who  were 
made  to  waver  at  Dallas  by  some  knight  of 
the  quill,  who  was  not  there.  But  I  go  from 
my  story  to  go  at  a  luckless  reporter. 

The  troops  moved  forward  splendidly,  with 
skirmishers  in  advance,  until  the  timber  tbat 
skirted  the  base  of  the  ridge  was  reached,  wbm 
the  skirmishers  were  drawn  in,  and  the  charge 
ordered.  Forward  they  threw  themselves. 
Waloott  leading  the  men,  who  seemed  to  feel 
his  determined  oravery  as  a  chaUenge  to  them 
to  stand  up  to  their  work.  There,  then,  seemed 
no  need  of  fear.  The  men  rushed  up  the  steep 
hill,  with  cheer  after  cheer,  canring  tlte  crest, 
and  dashed  over  the  rebel  line,  heedless  of  the 
fire  that  was  poured  into  their  ranks. 

Some  of,  our  men  were  burned  by  ftedis- 
charge  of  the  rebel  muskets.  Soon  die  firii^ 
ceased,  and  the  next  scene  that  our  eyes  were 
greeted  with  was  the  marching  of  a  line  of 
men,  clad  in  dirt  colored  raiment,  towards  to, 
which,  when  resolved  into  name,  was  discov- 
ered as  portions  of  the  Thirty-first  and  Fortieth 
Alabama  regiments,  to  the  number  of  ovw  three 
hundred  men.  Oar  loss  was  forty-five  m«Q 
killed  and  wounded. 

Just  as  Gkueral  Harrow  advanced,  a  gallsBt 
charge  was  made  by  a  portion  of  General  Oster- 
haus  division,  led  by  the  General  himself,  and 
tiie  works  in  his  front  were  carried,  after  « 
short  but  sharp  skirmish. 

The  batteries  in  General  Blair's  front  were 
served  with  good  effect,  and,  the  boys  saj. 
"  made  some  of  the  gray  backs  ffit  from  tiie  nul 
piles  in  a  hurry."  To-night,  as  I  write,  the  sol- 
diers about  me  are,  to  judge  from  their  conver- 
sation, satisfied  that  if  the  afiBur  had  been  an 
attack  instead  of  a  demonstration,  they  conld 
have  carried  the  "lookouts"  in  their  front, 
Kinesaw  and  Brushy  Mountains. 

Bio  Sbastt,  Oon  Oqu,  Oi^\ 
June  16, 18S4.  / 

At  the  invitation  of  a  friend,  and  while  in 
Pulaski  on  business,  t^e  writer  sat  at  meat, 
not  only  with  republicans  and  sinners,  but 
also  witn  rebels.  A  young  lady  did  the  honors 
of  the  table  most  gracefully,  taking  great  pains 
in  pouring  out  the  essence  of  Java  into  cups  of 
china  to  display  to  good  advanti^e  the  daintiest 
taper  fingers  in  the  world.  Withal  she  was 
very  pretty. 

llie  usual  table  talk  began,  when  my  ^friend, 
who  well  understood  her  secession  proclivities, 
turned  to  her,  and  pleasantly  remarked :      . 
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-,  my  friend  and  our  gnest^  has 


rehfiTefi  in  the  Soa^ — ^two  brothers  in  the  rebel 
innj." 

*  Ib  that  trne  ?  TTiey  are  fighting  in  a  good 
cuise"  she  said  spiritedly. 

I  rejoined,  ''No  doubt  they  ikink  so,"  and  had 
lufed  to  aToid  a  discussion  of  that  most  of  all 
m^feasant  sabject  In  this  I  was  doomed  to 
diBumointmeDt 

"  How  can  yoi%  Mr. ,  fight  against  them  ?" 

ahe  condnned,  hsuf  angrily. 

"lamnotfi^htin^  or  willing  to  fight  against 
leialiTee,  bat  for  prmciple,  a  flag,  a  Government 
Kor  am  I  in  the  loyal  army  because  I  hate  the 
Soath,  for  in  my  opinion  that  man  who  cannot 
rifle  above  sectional  animosities,  is  not  equal  to 
the  auergency  I  One  can  give  no  greater  proof 
Uttt  he  loyes  his  whole  country  than  that  ne  is 
wiDmg  to  die  for  its  salvation." 

A  warm  discussion  ensued,  in  which  the  young 
Wy  became  angry  at  every  body  in  general,  and 
BjBelf  in  particular.  But  I  could  not  wish  her 
my  harm,  any  way.  And  when  a  few  days 
ififlnrard,  het  brother  was  caught  in  the  act  of 
InnriDg  a  raflroad  bridge,  and  she  could  be 
■e<n,in  her  despair,  imploringly  asking  "  Will 
tiw  authorities  hang  him,  my  poor,  dear 
Brother  r  I  was  glad  to  offer  her  my  heartfelt 
sympathy.  ^ 

This  same  young  lady,  so  warm  an  advocate 
of  Southern  rights,  has  since  married  a  Yankee 
officer. 

la  Hmitsville  I  called  upon  a  lady,  and  was 
wheced  into  ihe  parlor  of  a  large  brick  mansion, 
▼here  eT«y  thing  betokened  wealth  and  luxury. 
the  waDs  were  hung  with  paintings,  the  piano 
*«  most  elaborately  ornamented,  and  the  floor 
was  covered  with  a  velvet  down  of  a  Brussels 
wpet  Such  a  home  I  Was  not  it  a  happy 
ocef 

"It  ten  you,  Mr.. 


^ W-, -*.. ,"  said  the  lady,  and  I 

■hall  never  forget  her  saddened  tone,  "  Befbre  the 
*»  we  osed  to  hve  luxuriously  as  a  family ; 
Ml  since  then  many  a  time  have  we  sat  down  to 
•  breakfast  consisting  of  only  corn-bread  and 
water!  Meat  we  could  not  buy,  and  coffee  was 
wt  of  the  country." 

Hff  exp^ence  is  but  an  evidefice  of  what 
"is  war  has  done  for  Southern  aristocracy. 
Two  of  her  sons  are  in  the  Southern  army  and 
we  of  her  eon-in-laws  is  a  member  of  the  rebel 
CoDgrcas.  What  must  they  think  of  an  "Inde- 
paeoce"  which  only  affords  their  moHier  com- 
oead  and  water. 

The  effectiveness  of  our  batteries  is  prover- 
mL  The  rebels  have  a  holy  horror  of  them. 
J^  advancing  on  Resaca,  when  Sweeny's 
^^^mofa  was  on  the  right  and  in  reserve.  Captain 
-^radfa  Michigan  battery  was-  wheeled  into 
poaitioD. 

"Dojou  see  tiiat  house  f  said  the  Captain, 
"iJessnig  one  of  his  gnnners,  and  pointing  to  a 
"admgji  mile  away. 

"Ho,  Captain,  was  the  response." 

"Can you  hit  It?" 

'Yes,  air  r 


The  piece  was  leveled,  the  lanyard  drawn, 
and  the  chimney  of  the  house  fell  with. 'a 
crash  1 

Any  of  the  Sherman's  batteries  could  have 
done  the  same  thing. 

The  Sixty-(|ixth  Illinois  infantry,  or  Western 
Sharpshooters  as  they  call  themselves,  one  of  the 
best  regiments  in  the  Sixteenth  corps,  tise  the 
Henry  rifle,  which,  when  fuU^  charged,  shoots 
sixteen  times.  GeneraUy  it  is  employed  as  a 
skirmish  regiment  Speaking  of  these  guns, 
some  of  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Dallas  remarked : 

^  What  kind  of  guns  do  you  sharpshooters 
use?  We  are  forced  to  believe  that  thev  are 
loaded  on  Sundav  so  that  theyll  shoot  all  the 
rest  of  the  week  I  And" — alluding  to  the  pecu- 
liar motion  of  priming  these  fire-arms  no  doubt 
— "  such  soldiers  1  why  they  are  the  most  polite 
fellows  we  ever  saw,  for  every  time  they  kul  one 
of  us  they  come  to  a  present  arms  I" 

If  Greorgia  is  noted  for  anything  beyond  its 
tar-makers  it  is  for  remorseless  wood-ticks.  The 
whole  country  is  full  of  them.  No  insect  could 
be  more  impertinent — none  more  uncomfortable 
to  one's  feeungs. 

It  was  an  imposing  scene.  A  rebel  regiment, 
their  bayonets  glistening  in  the  slanting  rays  of 
the  settmg  sun,  were  having  a  dress  parade  on 
the  summit  of  the  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Below 
were  their  rifle-pits,  and  their  oomrads  de  armes 
occupying  them.  The  armies  of  the  Republic, 
flaunting  the  glorious  old  stars  and  stripes,  were 
in  the  valley  making  gradual  but  confident  ap- 
proaches. 

A  courier  dashed  up ;  he  hands  the  Adjutant  a 
document  It  ih  an  order  from  Johnson,  announ- 
cing that  the  Southern  cavalry  had  cut  the  rail- 
road, behind  Sherman,  and  completely  severed 
his  conmiunication  with  the  United  States. 
Breathless  silence , evinces  the  attention  which 
every  word  of  the  order  receives,  as  the  Adju- 
tant reads.  Cheers  are  about  to  be  given,  when 
hark  I  loud  whistles  from  Sherman's  cars,  at  Big 
Shanty,  interrupt  them.  The  number  of  whistles 
increase.  Altoona,  Ackworth,  and  Big  Shanty 
depots  resound  with  them.  The  rebel  soldiers 
set  up  a  broad  lau^h,  and  the  last  my  infor- 
mants*—some  thirty  in  all,  including  four  commis- 
sioned officecs — saw  of  the  Adjutant,  he  was 
stalking  away,  with  the  order  in  his  hand, 
ejaculating  derisively,  "Over  the  left  I"  "in  a 
horn  I"  and  "  what  will  come  next  I" 

Bn  Shairt,  OaoBOiA,  Jane  17,  1864. 
Joe  Johnson  holds  steadily  on  his  position, 
twenty-six  miles  north  of  Atlanta,  though  the 
heavy  skirmishing  along  his  front  for  the  past 
t^ee  days,  has  compeUed  him  to  sharply  de- 
fine his  Unes.  His  line  is  now  closely  circum- 
scribed by  ours.  In  no  place  are  the  hostile 
parallels  more  than  a  musket-shot  apart  The 
rebel  right  rests  on  Kenesaw  Mountain,  on  the 


•  A  company  of  Weatorn  Virginians,  wbo  deserted  the  sink- 
ing ship  of  (he  conspirators,  and  camo  into  our  lines  yester- 
di^,  tells  this  story,  which  is  well  authenticated  by  the 
droumstaaoes. 
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railroad,  four  miles  north  of  Marietta,  their  left 
^^  Lost  Mountain,  some  six  miles  west  of  Kine- 
saw.  Between  these  two  formidable  ridge«  the 
rebels  have  eraduaUy  been  forced  back  from  a 
triangle,  with  the  i^ex  toward  os,  nntil  their 
line  is  but  a  &int  ctescent,  thfiir  centre  still 
being  slightly  advanced.  Right,  left  and  centre, 
their  position  is  closely  invested.  Onr  troops 
have  shed  parallel  after  pandlel,  until  the 
countrv  in  their  rear  is  furrowed  with  rifle-pits 
and  abattis,  a^d  scored  with  a  labyrinth  of 
roads. 

The  country  is  covered  with  primitive  forests, 
and  in  very  fsw  places  are  there  cleared  spans 
sufficiently  large  to  display  the  movements  of  a 
brigade.  There  is  an  abundance  of  scrubby 
undergrowth  which  hides  everything  a  few 
yards  distant  from  view,  and  when  one  in- 
spects the  difficulties,  it  seems  hardly  credible 
— though  such  is  the  case— that  we  have  fully 
developed  the  enemy V  position  with  two  days' 
skirmish  enterprise. 

For  ten  days  we  have  had  more  or  less  rain, 
and  toward  the  end  of  the  period  the  water 
descended  as  it  only  can  come  down  in  a  South- 
em  latitude.  The  June  rains  that  nearly  drowned 
Rosecrans'  atmy,  in  the  advance  on  TuUahoma, 
were  duplicated,  and  old  campaigners  speak  of 
that  waterv  siege  with  decreasing  respect  The 
bad  roads  became  impassable.  Every  body  was 
drenched.  The  trees  dropped  the  intercepted 
moisture  in  teairs  as  big  as  wahiuts.  The  count- 
less mules  of  the  trains  looked  more  than  ever 
like  the  rodent  tribe,  which  Norway  has  gen- 
eraly  implanted  in  every  hemisphere,  and  team- 
sters became  silent,  because  the  dynamics  of 
profanity  were  exhausted.  Skirmishers  shot  at 
each  other  under  compulsion.  It  did  seem  ut- 
terly superfluous  to  be  wasting  powder  and  ball 
on  a  melancholy,  dripping  human  ef^y,  envel- 
oped in  pouches,  pulling  ff^ay  at  an  unequal 
pipe,  and  despairingly  stalking  from  one  tree  to 
another  taking  an  involuntary  bath.  Skirmish- 
ing was  not  brisk  these  days.  It  was  perhaps 
suspended  from  malice,  for  few  men  of  average 
vindictiveness  would  eJioot  an  enemy,  while  he 
was  as  clammy  as  a  cod,  and  had  a  crawling 
rivulet  trained  down  his  back. 

It  is  fortunate  that  by  the  time  these  incessant 
rains  were  upon  us,  we  were  fully  established 
on  the  railroad.  It  would  have  been  simply  im- 
ppssible  to  transport  supplies  via^^ngston  and 
Dallas.  In  fair  weather  that  route  was  difficult 
and  for  the  supplv  of  an  army  as  large  as  Sher- 
man's, impracticable  under  the  most  propitious 
circumstances. 

Fair  weather  dawned  once  more,  dav  before 
yesterday  morning,  and  with  it  renewed  hostili- 
ties on  the  skirmish  lines.  Movements  have 
been  active  ever  since,  the  history  of  which  is 
subjoined. 

July  14  and  15. — On  the  fourteenth  no  fights 
ing  of  importance  took  place,  owing  to  the 
almost  impassable  roads.  About  noon,  however, 
the  Fourteenth  and  Fourtli  Corps  advanced 
their   lines  slightly,  which  brought  on    very 


slight  skirmishing,  and  continued  all  the  after- 
noon The  er)pmy  responded  to  our  fire  widi 
very  little  vigor,  and  gradually  gave  back.  Id 
front  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  however,  there  were 
brief  intervals  when  the  skirmishing  was 
quite  spirited  on  both  sides.  Our  artiUerj 
kept  up  a  steady  fire  all  the  afternoon  from 
the  Fourth  Corps,  directed  upon  Fine  Koob,' 
a  very  hi^h  hill,  which  the  enemy  had  heavi- 
ly frotified,  and  upon  which  he  had  twen^ 
ple'ces  of  cannon  planted,  viry  few  of  whico 
opened  in  response  to  the  vigorous  salutes  of 
Simonson's  Fifth  Indiana  battery,  attached  to 
General  Stanley's  division.  Simonson's  hattenr, 
or  at  least  one  section  of  it,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Allison,  opened  at  eleven  o'dock 
from  a  commanding  point  to  ihe  west  of  the 
knob  upon  the  enemy.  The  second  shot  fired 
exploded  immediately  in  front  o£  Generals  Har- 
dee, Johnston  and  Polk,  who  were  standing  to- 
gether in  consultation,  and  a  fragment  ent^^ 
the  breast  of  General  Polk,  passed  through  tlie 
body,  causing  instant  death.  Of  this  men  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt,  as  all  prisoners  and  de- 
serters taken  in  the  afternoon  a^eed  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Reverend  lieutenant-6e&- 
eral  met  a  traitor's  death. 

Baird's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Goxps, 
which  was  on  Howard's  left,  skirmished  all  toe 
afternoon  with  the  enemy,  whose  line  was 
crowded  back  steadily  until  dark.  Johnaon's 
division  (now  commanded  by  Brigadier-Geo- 
eral  King,  during  General  Johnson^s  abseDce, 
from  the  effects  of  a  late  wound,)  and  Davis'  di- 
vision advanced  their  lines,  but  their  efforts  to 
find  an  enemy  in  their  front  fsdled,  as  the  enemjr 
had  deserted  that  portion  of  the  line  entirely. 
Pine  Knob  rises  out  of  a  valley,  and  can  easily  be 
flanked.  General  Howard's  corps  pushed  for- 
ward on  the  left  toward  the  Marietta  and  Burnt 
Hickory  Road,  while  a  demonstration  was  made 
on  the  right  by  a  portion  of  (General  Hooker^ 
corps. ..  Nieht  found  our  line  advanced  between 
a  half  and  wree  fourths  of  a  mile. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  it  was  dis- 
covered by  General  Newton,  of  -the  Second  di- 
vision, Fourth  Corps,  that  the  enemy  had,  during 
the  night,  evacuated  the  Knob,  and,  with  his  ar- 
tillery and  infantry,  fallen  back  to  his  main 
line  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  Marietta 
and  Burnt  Hickory  Road.  This  gave  us  pos- 
session of  the  above  road,  which  was  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  demonstzation,  as  weU  as  the 
Knob,  from  which  point  an  excellent  view  of 
the  enemy's  line  could  be  had.  It  also  afforded 
an  excellent  point  from  which  to  open  signal 
communication  between  Genera]  SchoQeld.  wbo 
was  on  the  extreme  right',  the  town  o(  Big 
Shanty,  where  (xeneral  Sherman's  headquarters 
are  situated,  and  General  McPherson's  commaiid 
on  the  left  At  eight  a.  m^  detain  Leonard, 
Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Fourth  corps,  estab- 
lished a  station  on  the  Knob,  and  immediately 
opened  with  Hooker  and  Schofield.  Subse- 
quently communication  was  opened  with  other 
portions  of  the  line. 
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Some  two  hoars  were  consomed  in  forming 
ffor  Hne  on  the  south  of,  and  nearly  parallel 
with  die  Marietta  road.  About  noon  General 
Scho6eld  advanced  in  heavy  skirmish  line,  well 
n^»ported  with  artillery,  upon  the  rebel  left  and 
firaght  them  all  Uie.  artemogn,  losing  bnt  few 
Biei  and  gaining  many  valuable  advantages, 
particulars  of  which  wiU  be  furnished  you  by 
your  correspondent  on  the  right 

Hie  loss  on  our  side  in  me  skirmish  of  the 
fourteenth  was  quite  small ;  while  a  number  of 
bodies  found  next  morning  unburied  on  and 
aboQt  the  Knob,  indicated  that  our  artilleir, 
whidi  got  a  fire  upon  the  Knob  from  tibree  di- 
rectioDs  produced  its  fruits. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  Ihe  fif- 
kendi  General  McPherson's  command  on  the 
kft,  which  extends  from  the  left  of  the  Fonr- 
teeoth  corps  to  beyond  the  railroad,  advanced 
vpon  the  enemy,  witd  very  strong  lines,  sup- 
ported by  artillery ;  fought  them  all  day  very 
oergetic&Qy,  driving  them  slowly  back  upon 
Keo^w  Moimtains.  The  fire  of  McPherson's 
ooDiiiiand  met  with  vigorous  response.  Mc- 
Fhenou  captured  four  hundred  prisoners  during 
tbe  afternoon.  He  got'  an  ennlading  artiUery 
&e  opon  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  refuge  in 
liii  mrst  Kne  of  breastworks,  drove  them  from 
it,  and  to-night  McPherson  leads  the  first  line  at 
tt  near  the  base  of  Kenesaw  Mountains.  His 
kwwas  trifling. 

AK  ASSAULT  OK  THE  CENTKE. 

About  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
ecm  formed  and  advanced  by  column  in  mass, 
wim  brigade  front  and  lines  of  skirmishers 
town  out  The  demonstration  was  made 
Aiefly  by  the  Fourth  corps,  supported  by 
Maer  on  the  left  Newton's  division,  of  the 
?oiirth  corps,  led  the  moyement ;  the  Forty-sec- 
«1  and  fmjr-first  Illinois,  under  Colonel  Brad- 
kr,  actii^  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy's  skir- 
oiiherewcre  eacoontered  and  driven  about  half 
a  mik,  when  they  took  refuge  behind  a  breast- 
vi^  composed  of  railway  ties,  about  three  feet 
high.  The  skirmishers  of  the  Fourth  corps, 
vdi  thoee  of  Baird  on  the  left,  and  Stanley  on  the 
n|ht,Bioyed  forward  and  carried  the  breastworks 
vfach  were  upon  the  crest  of  a  small  ridge. 
Paatdng  rapidly  forward  with  the  Third  Ken- 
todC}r  and  otfa^  regiments  thrown  in  as  skir- 
aanera,  Cc^onel  Bradley  drove  the  enemy  from 
tfce  second  line  of  ridges,  and  got  within  sev- 
msj-^re  or  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
■ain  line,  in  front  of  which  was  another  line  of 
vorki,  from  which  the  rebel  skfrmishers  rushed 
«t«aiid  charged  upon  mxr  skirmishers,  who 
pnvpdy  droye  them  back.  While  these  oper- 
Aoi  were  in  progress,  the  enemy  opened  his 
vtikry  and  uncovered  his  position  to  us.  The 
BiiB  attacking  column  were  -not  sent  forward, 
Biii%ht  comti^  on,  the  skirmishers  were  with- 
dnvD  to  a  position  on  the  first  ridge  about  two 
kndred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  enemy's  artil- 
^7,  where  to-night  strong  fortificatioos  were 


erected,  and  our  artillery  placed  in  position  to 
operate  upon  the  enemy  to^norrow.  General 
Wood's  division  was  in  supporting  distance  of 
Newton,  but  neither  division  was  engaged,  ex- 
cept the  regiments  who  acted  as  slarmiahers, 
and  who'  behaved  most  gaUantly  under  the  vol- 
leys of  grape  and  canister  poured  into  them  by 
the  rebel  artillery.  The  skirmishers  of  Staji- 
ley's  division  were  the  Ninth  Indiana,  Fifty-ninth 
Illinois,  and  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  the 
whole  under  Major  Garter,  of  the  Nint^  Indi 
ana. 

Hooker's  command  supported  Howard  on  the 
right,  and  did  splendid  work.  No  artillery  was 
brought  into  action  in  the  Fourth  or  Fourteenth 
corps.  Hooker's  artillery  shelled  the  enemy 
vigorously. 

While  the  skirmishers  advanced,  an  infamous 
rebel  assassin  named  C.  H.  Jones,  company  0. 
Sixth  Florida,  feU  behind  our  skirmishers  and 
hid  himself.  When  Captain  Towsley's  ambu- 
lance corps  were  ooUectmg  the  avounded,  Jones, 
from  his  hiding  place,  fired  and  wounded  one  of 
the  stretcher-carriers,  and  immediately  came  out 
and  surrendered  himself,  stating  that  he  was 
tired  of  the  war  and  had  deserted.  One  of  the 
ambulance  corps  saw  him  fire  upon  his  compan- 
ion, and  to-night  great  indignation  is  felt  round 
our  headquarters,  where  the  murderer  has  been 
provided  with  quarters. 

The  assault  upon  the  centre  was  so  well 
planned  and  rapidly  executed,  that  the  enemy 
was  completely  taken  by  siurprise.  Our  loss  is 
very  light,  probably  not  one  hundred  in  the 
three  corps  who  took  part  in  the  assault 

The  day  has  been  one  of  success  along  the 
whole  line,  which  has  been  advanced,  some 
portions  a  mile,  and  in  other  portions  two  and 
a  half  miles,  and  this  with  a  total  loss  of  proba- 
bly less  than  three  ^hundred  men.  The  enemy 
are  just  beginning*  to  discover  that  Greneral 
Sherman  and  his  froops  can  storm  breastworks 
Mnd  masked  batteries  as  well  as  execute  flank 
movements. 

The  Twentieth  and  Twenty-third  corps,  the 
latter  on  the  extreme  right,  supported  oy  the 
cavalry  division  of  General  Stoheman,  moved  to 
their  positions  on  the  fifteenth,  which  had  been 
at  an  angle  to  the  southwest,  with  the  main  line, 
and  their  skirmishers  soon  came  upon  those  or 
tiie  rebels.  The  latter  fell  back  slowly  before 
them,  exchanging  a  few  shots  to  draw  them  on. 
The  division  of  General  Hascall,  together  with 
the  dismounted  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Watson,  appeared  to  extend  beyond  the  ene- 
my's main  force  ;  that  of  General  Cox,  however, 
encountered  opposition.  The  Sand  Town  roaa 
formed  the  divraing  line  between  the  Twentieth 
and  Twenty-third  corps,  and  detenfcined  the 
line  of  advance.  That  the  enemy  were  in  infe- 
rior force  on  our  right,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  of  the  Signal  corps, 
had  nearly  reached  the  summit  of  Lost  Moun- 
tain, supported  by  a  small-  squad  of  cavalry, 
when  he  was  hailed  by  three  shots  from  a 
signal  station,  which  alone  occupied  the  place, 
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bnt  by  their  firing  put  the  cavahy-men  to  rout 
The  disgust  of  the  Lieutenant  was  great ;  as  by 
this  means  a  valuable  post  for  observation  was 
allowed  to  slip  through  his  fingers.  He  declared 
that  with  four  resolute  infantrymen  he  could 
have  carried  the  heights  and  established  his 
flag. 

About  noon  the  rebel  skirmish  line  in  front 
of  General  Cox,  who  was  by  this  time  slightly 
in  advance  of  the  Twentieth  corps,  arrived 
Bufliciently  near  its  supporting  reserves  who 
were  strongly  posted  on  a  ridge  and  intrenched, 
to  halt  and  begin  to  deliver  a  strong  fire.  Their 
fortifications  could  be  seen  quite  plainly  in  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
'cleared  interval,  and  the  gentle  slope  in  front 
was  dotted  with  detached  rifle-pits  from  which 
sharp-shooters  played  upon  our  line  with  con- 
siderable efiect.  Finding  that  he  had  devel- 
oped their  position,  General  Cox  brought  up 
and  planted  four  pieces  each  of  battery  D,  First 
Ohio,  and  batteiy  D,  of  the  Fifteenth  Indiana, 
which  poured  into  Ihem,  at  a  distance  of  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  rapid  and  effective  volleys 
of  shells,  to  which  they  could  not  or  would  not 
reply.  The  position  of  the  ground  was  such  as 
to  give  admirable  effect  to  our  firing.  The 
shens  were  accurately  sent,  and  literallv  shaved 
the  summit  of  the  opposing  hill,  and,  following 
jdong  down  parallel  with  its  descent,  ploughed 
through  the  tents  and  their  inhabitants  at  will. 
Prisoners  taken  soon  after,  and  bloody  traces 
found  upon  the  ground  when  we  took  it,  testify 
alike  to  their  havoc  The  First  and  Fifty-sev- 
enth Georgia  were  broken  and  fled  in  confusion. 
Upward  of  forty  prisoners,  mainly  from  these 
two  regiments,  were  taken  by  our  fellows,  and 
the  manner  of  their  capture  was  as  honorable 
to  the  firing  of  our  gunners  as  it  was  vexatious 
to  the  captives.  They  were  advanced,  as  I 
have  said,  a  little  distance  down  the  side  of  the 
hill,  and  stationed  in  little  temporary  works 
built  of  rails,  and  the  explosion  of  our  shells  oiv 
the  top  of  the  hill  in  their  rear  was  so  rapid 
that  ^ey  dared  not  retreat,  and  were  forced  to 
lie  still,  while  our  boys  marched  stealthily  for- 
ward and  laid  hands  upon  them.  They  cursed 
their  leaders  beyond  measure,  because  they  did 
not  employ  artillery  in  response  to  ours,  when 
thex  had  it  posted  so  favorably  as  it  was. 
Other  prisoners  were  taken  by  having  been  left 
on  the  skirmish  Une  by  their  reserves,  who  de- 
parted without  giving  due  notice  of  the  fiict, 
and  left  them  to  be  ''flanked"  by  our  boys. 
The  Nineteenth  Ohio  battery.  Captain  Shields, 
also  did  effective  service  in  shelling  the  rebel 
line,  preparatory  to  our  advance.  This  battery 
was  posted  on  the  right  oftreneoral  Cox*s 
division. 

A  short  time  before  the  batteries  ceased  firing 
a  sad  mishap  occurred,  in  tlie  death  of  Lieuten- 
ant William  H.  Knowles,  Sixty-fifth  Dlinois,  act- 
ing Li8pector-(Jeneral  to  Colonel  Cameron's  bri- 
eade.  Riding  rashly  out  into  the  v«ry  skirmish 
fine,  he  was  warned  repeatedly  of  his  danger, 
but  continued  to  advance  till  he  was  satisned 


and  turned  to  withdraw.  A  whole  volley  wu 
at  that  moment  poured  into  him,  and  he  feD 
fatally  pierced  by  four  bullets.  He  survived 
but  a  few  hours. 

As  soon  as  ihe  batteries  ceased  playing,  the 
entire  division,  witji  the  Eighth  Tennessee  and 
Sixty-fifth  Illinois  as  skirmishers,  advanced 
rapidly  and  found  the  rebel  works  deserted. 
They  had  fallen  back  in  haste  to  another  line 
stretching  from  Lost  Mountain  to  Reneeaw 
Mountain,  which  their  prisoners  said,  and  we 
afterward  discovered,  to  be  their  main  line— 
their  ultimate  reliance.  But  the  first  one  which 
we  had  taken  was  sufficiently  strong,  and  might 
have  offered  much  more  opposition. 

The  losses  in  this  advance  were  slight,  owing 
to  the  entire  absence  of  artillery  firing  from 
the  enemy. 

The  advance  of  the  Twenty-third  corps  was 
ended  about  noon,  and  at  once  some  of  the 
guns  were  brought  over  and  planted  in  &e  old 
rebel  works  to  be  employed  again,  perhaps, 
upon  their  next  one,  a  mile  or  two  distant  it 
had  moved  in  such  a  direction  with  regard  to 
the  main  line,  that  the  Second  corps  began  now 
to  be  crowded  between  it  and  the  Fourth  on 
the  left  It  was  accordingly  moved  by  the 
right  flank  to  give  room,  and  placed  en  echdo^ 
while  General  Hooker  prepared  to  bring  up  his 
command  even  with  those  on  its  flanks.  Earlj 
in  the  afternoon  Ae  Twentieth  corps  began  to 
move  forward,  and  as  the  Twenty-third  on  its 
right  and  Fourth  on  its  left  had  already  slightly 
passed  it,  and  were  firing  into  the  rebels  in 
Hooker's  front "  endways,"  as  they  expressed  it, 
the  corps  met  little  resistance  till  they  ap- 
proached this  main  line,  of  which  I  have 
spoken  above,  the  back-bone  of  the  rebel  posi- 
tion at  this  point  The  Third  division  (General 
Butterfield*s)  occupied  the  right,  resting  on  the 
Sandtown  road,  and  was  drawn  up  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  a  cleared  field  in  the 
rear  of  a  protecting  hiU,  in  five  fines.  The 
Second  division  (G^wary's)  was  next  on  the  left, 
and  the  First  division,  with  the  exception  of 
General  Knipe's  brigade,  which  was  sent  in  on 
the  left  of  General  Batterfield,  was  held  in 
reserve  in  rear  of  the  Second.  The  Second 
division  moved  out  from  its  position  on  the 
main  line,  and  passing  south  of  Pine  Mountain, 
which  was  already  occupied  by  the  Fourth 
corps,  compelled  the  rebels  to  fall  back  from  a 
fine  of  breastworks  a  mile  in  extent,  running 
north  and  south.  This  result  was  brought  about 
by  General  Geary  debouching  to  the  east  and 
coming  in  their  rear. 

The  Third  brigade  (Colonel  Ireland)  was  then 
formed  in  a  continuous  line,  and  pushed  forward 
through  a  piece  of  open  timber  to  encounter  the 
enemy,  and  develop  his  position.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  in  the  rear  and  the  density  of  the 
forests,  prevented  the  employment  of  any  enp- 
porting  batteries,  while  the  rebels  had  ten 
pieces  and  employed  them  all.  The  rebel  skir- 
mishers were  driven  from  crest  to  crest,  until 
they  raOied  upon  their  main  line  of  breastworks, 
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iboat  a  mile  Bontii  of  Pine  Mountain.  Qebume's 
£Ti8ioQ,aDd  a  portion  of  Walker's,  were  drawn 
D  in  Hoe,  aboat  a  qnarter  of  a  mile  in  advance 
of  tbeir  works.  The  diyision  advanced  to  the 
tttiA  m  fine  style,  the  lines  steady  almost  as  on 
drasftrade,  and  the  men  cool,  and  abont  fonr 
o'dodL^they  began  to  move  upon  the  rebel  line, 
ffld,  de^ite  a  stnbbom  resistance,  drove  them 
gtetdilj  bejond  their  works.  The  rebels  opened 
tbeo  wift  a  battery,  directed  upon  the  right  of 
tbe  division,  bat  they  were  only  permitted  to 
fire  nx  romids,  when  they  were  silenced  by  Ire- 
kirfs.  brigade.  They  were  discovered  moving 
a  citeio  rapidly  throngh  an  open  sparse,  as  u 
ittteoding  to  torn  the  left  of  the  division,  and 
ord<n  were  at  once  despatched  to  General 
Williains  to  hurry  np  his  division  in  support 
Bat  it  was  only  a  strategem  to  cover  a  solid  move- 
meot  upon  the  right  of  the  division,  which  had 
bj  this  time  prised  forward  considerably  in 
idwce  of  ^ntterfield*8  division,  and  now 
hmd  itself  floating  in  the  air.  Here  was  the 
ml  point  of  danger,  but  it  was  promptly  met 
h  t&e  One  Hnndred  and  Second  and  part  of  the 
Sitieth  New  York,  which  were  on  the  extreme 
n^t,ind  by  swing^g  partly  roimd  and  pre- 
lotlDg  a  new  front,  repelled  the  assault  and 
ared  the  flank.  The  division  advanced  to 
vitiiin  eighty  yards  of  the  breastworks,  and 
kid  their  eronnd ;  bnt  as  it  was  unsupported 
«  both  flaium,  and  the  rebel  line  was  their  mam 
«e,  and  very  strong,  it  was,  of  course,  imprao- 
tiaWe  for  it  to  attempt  to  carry  it 

Tbe  effect  of  the  rapid  discharges  of  grape 
a^  cuiiflter  at  short  range  upon  the  division 
W  been  very  severe,  causing  a  loss  of  about 
lii  hoDdred.  The  missing  were  very  few  in 
iniDber,  as  were  also  the  prisoners  taken. 
Orer  aiity  rounds^  of  ammunition  were  ex- 
ploded in  the  attack,  and,  for  lack  of  roads 
»bidi  were  practicable  for  the  ponderous  am- 
awoition  wagons,  a  limited  supply  was  hurried 
up  00  the  bi^ks  of  teatn  mules. 

The  division  had  silenced  all  tbe  ten  guns  in 
ite  front  One  r^^ent,  the  Twenty-eighth 
FenDs^Tania,  immannrng  three  of  them,  and 
^8aty-8iiifli  Ohio  ano&er,  and  have  kept 
wm  &i»  throughout  the  night  and  up  to  this 
fee.  If  only  the  rebel  line  could  be  broken, 
«p  iti  flanks  and  driven  back,  the  Second  divi- 
jMi  would  be  enabled  to  cainy  oflf  these,  its 
«riy  and  bardly-won  trophies,  m  triumph. 

About  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  Greneral  Buttei^eld*s 
firiaon  bad  deployed  into  position  a  little  in 
war  of  tbe  piece  of  woods  in  which  the  rebels 
*we  hcking,  and  upon  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tore  into  it  the  firing  became  general  in  front 
«the  two  divisions,  and  continued  to  be  very 
w^  tin  mebt,  when  it  began  slowly  to  slacken. 
JwTbird  division  had  been  able  to  advance 
J^7  the  entire  distance  through  a  cleared 
a^i  in  which  a  rebel  line  could  not  be  pbsted, 
■«  »  it  reached  tiie  woods  late  and  was 
f^g«d  a  shorter  time  than  the  Second,  its 
nwa  were  much  H^hter,  not,  perhaps,  much 
over  one  hundred  and  sixty.    The  General  led 


the  division  in  column  of  br^ades,  the  Third 
brigade,  Greneral  Ward,  being  in  advance  and 
suffering  most  severely  in  consequence,  and  he 
had  advanced  but  a  Uttie  distance  into  the  tim- 
ber when  three  batteries  opened  on  them ;  a 
heavy  fire  of  gn^e  and  canister  went  smash- 
ing through  the  trees  at  a  rate  which,  had  it 
continued  any  great  length  of  time,  must  have 
proved  very  destructive.  Their  shells,  also, 
raked  through  the  first  line  and  flying  hish  over 
the  heads  of  the  last,  lodged  in  the  midst  of  a 
promiscuous  congregation  of  camp-foUowers, 
correspondents  and  the  like,  producing  an  active 
stampede  among  them  to  the  no  sn^  amuse- 
ment of  veterans.  The  division  bore  the  rebels 
magnificently  along  ahead  of  it,  over  their  first 
rude  line  of  works,  till  they  got  within  their 
second,  behind  which  they  ma^e  a  stand.  So 
impetuously  did  the  men  advance,  that  before 
they  were  well  aware  of  it,  they  had  left  a  gap 
on  the  right,  between  themselves  and  the 
Twenty-third  corps,  and  were  threatened  with 
a  flank  attack.  Two  regiments  were  imme- 
diately refused,,  and  swinging  back,  closed  the 
perilous  interval,  and  rendered  the  position  se- 
cure. 

General  Butterfield  and  staff  emulated  the 
splendid  bravery  of  their  regiments,  riding  to 
all  points  where  orders  were  to  be  executed  or 
delivered,  with  as  little  apparent  hesitation  as 
if  the  air  was  not  thick  with  flying  bullets.  The 
General  was  made  the  immediate  and  direct  ob- 
ject of  sharpshooters'  aim  for  the  twenty-fourth 
time  in  this  short  war,  and  yet  escaped  with 
impunity. 

Early  in  the  evening,  Major  Griffin,  command- 
ing  the  Nineteenth  Michigan,  was  mortally 
wounded  through  the  lungs,  and  died  the  next 
morning.  His  name  was  mentioned  by  tiie 
General  as  that  of  an.  officer  who  had  distin^ 
guished  himself  by  the  display  of  every  quality 
pertaining  to  an  able  leader  and  fearless  soldier. 
Among  others  wounded  were  Major  Z.  S.  Ra- 
gan.  Seventieth  Indiana;  Captain  McManus, 
Second  Illinois,  and  Captain  Sleeth  of  the  same. 
Among  l^e  prisoners  brought  in  during  the 
day  by  the  Twenty-third  corps,  were  several 
from  tne  First  Georgia,  whose  intelligence  ap- 
peared to  be  somewhat  above  the  conunon  level, 
who  had  come  in  voluntarily  and  given  them- 
selves up. '  One,  in  particuku*,  said  he  had  been 
long  waiting  for  the  opportunity,  which  had 
come  at  last  He  lingered  in  a  rifle-pit  until  he 
could  hang  out  his  handkerchief  in  front  with- 
out being  discovered  by  his  retreating  comrades. 
He  dreaded  to  have  the  word  conveyed  to  his 
friends  that  he  was  a  deserter.  He  declared 
that  one  half  his  regiment,  and  others  that  he 
knew,  would  follow  his  example  were  it  not  for 
that,  and  for  the  fear  they  have,  and  which  their 
leaders  have  sedulously  inculcated,  that  they  will 
be  impressed  into  our  armies  as  soon  as  they 
have  taken  the  oath  of  amnesty.  This  lying  insin- 
uation has  been  circulated  among  them,  and  made 
to  wear  some  coloring  of  plausibility  from  the 
voluntary   enlistments   which  have,  in  some 
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caROB  taken  place  among  released  prisoners, 
and  which  the  rebels  of  coarse,  represented  to 
their  ignorant  followers  as  involnntarj.  This 
prisoner  also  stated  that  the  rebel  authorities 
were  making  tremendous  prepartions  to  resist 
us  at  the  GhEittahoochee>- employing  constantly 
four  thousand  negroes  upon  me  fortifications  of 
the  opposite  bank. 

During  the  sixteenth  the  Twenty-third  corps 
was  advanced  about  a  half  mile  beyond  the 
strong  works  they  had  constructed  uie  night 
before,  and  occupied  a  position  running  more 
nearly  north  and  south  than  the  previous  one. 
The  great  rebel  hue  of  works  stretches  from 
Lost  Mountain  in  a  northeast  direction  for  about 
two  miles,  and  it  was  as  opposing  this  and  pre- 
paring to  uncover  its  exact  locality,  that  the 
movement  was  made.  But  littie  skirmishing 
was  kept  up  during  the  day,  as  the  rebels  were 
falling  back  slowly,  as  usual,  upon  the  main 
stay  of  fortifications.'  Qeneral  Butteriield  also 
got  into  position  in  his  front  eighteen  pieces 
of  artlUerv,  and  with  a  remembrance  still  lin- 
gering in  ms  mind  of  the  rebel  cannonade  of  the 
previous  evening,  he  ordered  them  to  fire  bv 
batteries.  A  few  rounds  of  this  sort  of  pouna- 
ing  effectually  silenced  the  rebels  till  night 
Pretty  severe  skirmishing  took  place  along  the 
line,  killing  and  wounding  about  fifty  men,  most 
of  whom  were  struck  early  in  the  day.  The 
rebel  firing  was  unusually  spiteful  and  effective. 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Illinois,  went  out  with  an  escort  of  ten  men 
to  inspect  the  ground  where  the  cannons  were 
about  to  be  planted,  when  tiiey  opened  a  volley 
upon  them,  killing  on^s  man,  and  wounding  several 
others  beside  the  Colonel ;  of  the  whole  party 
of  eleven  who  had  gone  out,  but  two  returned 
tmhurt 

June  16. — To  day  I  met  a  very  intelligent  staff 
officer,  connected  with  the  Fourth  corps,  who 
gave  me  a  very  accurate  narrative  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fourth  corps  from  the  time 
it  left  Resaca  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until 
its  arrival  near  this  point  On  starting  upon  the 
sixteenth  ult,  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  enemy 
from  Resaca,  the  Fourth  were  given  the  advance 
on  the  line  of  the  railway  and  tiie  dirt  road 
running  parallei  to  it,  which  they  held  all  the 
way  to  Cassville,  and  had  almost  hourly  skir- 
mishing with  the  ^nemy  along  the  whole  route 
of  march:  In  all  these  skirmishes  the  corps 
folly  maintained  its  well-won  name  for  irresisti- 
bility and  bravery.  On  the  twentieth  it  was 
relieved  by  the  Twentieth  corps  which  took  the 
lead.  For  ten  days  and  ten  mghts,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  corps  was  under  fire,  and  in  all  that 
time  were  not  relieved ;  yet  there  was  no  com- 
plaijit  The  men  were  cheerful  and  the  officers 
felt  that  they  were  but  performing  their  duty. 
During  the  campaign  from  Ringgold  to  Jime 
^first,  me  whole  loss  in  the  corps  was  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  Only  about  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  prisoners  were  taken  from  the  corps, 
wbil^  the  missing  is  nil. 


During  the  spirited  ddrmish  that  took  fdaoe 
at  Adairsville,  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  is 
represented  as  having  been  remarkable.  One 
shell  dismounted  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan  and 
LieutenantOdonel  FuUerton  of  the  corps  staff, 
struck  the  horses  of  two  of  the  orderlies  and 
one  of  the  escort,  carried  one  of  the  bars  off  th« 
shoulder-strap  of  Captain  Bliss,  of  General  New- 
ton's staff,  who  was  standing  near,  and  finished  its 
work  by  sligh'tiy  wounding  one  of  the  orderhes. 

The  battie  of  Pickett's  Mill,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  in  which  Wood's  division  acted  so 
handsomely,  was  briefly  described  by  ope  of 
your  correspondents,  but  I  have  learned  a 
few  additional  facts  in  which  the  public  may 
be  interested.  The  ground  upon  which  H^ 
enemy  had  made  a  stand,  and  it  was  believed 
had  heavily  fortified,  was  in  a  thick  and  almost 
inaccessible  wood,  whose  hills  of  various 
sizes,  and  ridges,  rose  out  of  the  valley  in  which 
were  deep  and  swampy  ravines,  so  thickly 
covered  with  vines,  creepers  and  undergrowth 
of  various  kinds,* that  they  presented  barriers  d 
no  mean  sort  to  an  advance.  All  the  h  ills  were 
stron^y  fortified  by  hastily  thrown  up  works, 
from  behind  which,  as  Wood  boldly  and  gallant- 
ly advanced  his  division,  desperate  voUeyB  of 
musketry,  grape,  shrapnel,  and  canister  were 
delivered  into  his  ranks,  yet  the  line  did  not 
break ;  for  a  moment  after  the  shock  there  was 
a  perceptible  wavering  along  the  line,  when  for- 
ward with  a  cheer  the  men  would  rush  to  meet 
another  volley,  equally  as  deadly  in  its  effects. 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  one  ridge  to 
another,  our  serried  ranks  were  closed  up,  and 
onward  moved  the  veterans  of  Woo  1  to  the 
charge.  At  last  a  ridge  was  reached  whexe  the 
enemy  was  intrenched  behind  very  strong 
works ;  from  whjch  the  fire  was  most  destxac- 
tive.  Five  regiments  who  were  on  the  skirmish 
line,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
Ninth  and  Seventeenth  Kentucky,  and  the  Sev- 
enty-eighth Pennsylvania;  while  advancing,  came 
upon  a  rail  fence.  The  order  was  given  to 
remove  tiie  fence  and  construct  a  barricade. 
Seizing  a  rail,  each  of  the  boys  charged  up  the 
hiU  to  its  crest,  with  a  rail  in  one  hand  and  gon 
in  the  other,  and  under  a  deadly  fire  constructed 
their  barricade,  behind  which  they  lay  returning 
the  eneiny's  fire  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
when  they  retired.  So  desperate  wal  the  fight- 
ing that  in  two  hours  Wood  lost  four  hundred 
and  seventy-five  men  killed,  and  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two  wounded, or  a  total  of  one  thoo- 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifty-«even.  Trees  from 
four  to  five  inches  in  diameter  were  cut  down  by 
bullets  from  the  enemy's  fire.  The  Forty-ninth 
Ohio  in  this  bloody  engagement  lost  two  hmi- 
dred  and  fifty-two  men  out  of  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  taken  into  the  batde.  All  author- 
ities agree  that  the  engagement  was  tiie  severest 
of  the  canipaign,  and  the  division  led  by  the 
stubborn  Wood  have  the  full  credit  of  a  gailsjd 
resistance  in  a  position  where  most  commanda 
would  have  retired  and  given  up  the  contest, 
without  disgrace.    General  Howard  is  jost^ 
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mad  of  file  diTision,  and  knows  that  he  can 

&P6ik1  upon  it  every  time.    Indeed,  the  whole 

oorpf,  from  Ringgold  to  Big  Shanty,  have  oovered 
ftemMheB  with  glory. 

Gokmel  Yindeveer,  commanding  a  brigade  in 
te  Third  division,  Fonrteenth  corps,  is  anite 
3L  but  is  recovering.  General  Omft  of  Stanley's 
dirinon,  is  also  very  01,  and  his  brigade  is  now 
eoDmsoded  by  Colonel  Kirby,  of  the  One  hun- 
ted and  First  Ohio. 

Nothing  of  any  moment  was  accomplished  on 
lod  oeotre,  or  line  of  the  Fourth  and  Fourteen  di 
Corpa  to^y  (sixteenth).  Slight  skirmishing  has 
bees  pn^ressing  all  dav,  with  a  gradual  advance 
of  ov  Imes,  but  the  loss  was  but  fifteen  or 
tvnty.  The  batteries  planted  on  our  earth- 
wofka,  thrown  ^p  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth, 
ibeOed  the  enemy's  works  quite  vigorously,  and 
infiicted  quite  a  heavy  loss  upon  hSa.  Late  in 
the  afternoon,  Kimball's  brigade,  of  Newton's 
dirinoQ,  was  thrown  forward  to  an  advanced 
position,  and  intrenched  itself  withiu  three  hnn- 
ared  yards  of  th^  enemy's  main  line  of  works, 
»Bd  toward  evening  the  other  brigade  of  New- 
tm  advanced  and  took  position  on  the  right  and 
Wt  Artillery  was  placed  in  commanding 
postion  eariy  in  the  evening,  and  opened  upon  the 
eaeoy,  rendering  his  position  ^nite  uncomfort- 
lUe.  Stanley's  division  has  skirmished  all  day 
vith  the  enemy,  and  lost  very  lightly. 

Baird,  of  tiie  Fonrteenth  corps,  skirmished  all 
day,  but  had  but  trifling  loss  in  his  division. 

liMt  night,  at  dark,  when  firing  ceased  on  the 
centre,  our  lines  were  about  four  hundred  yards 
in  adTance  of  the  position  of  the  morning.  The 
eumy  betrays  nnoustakable  signs  of  uneasiness 
ttHiif^  haling  been  so  closely  pressed  all  day. 

Todky,  OapSun  Simonson,  formerlv  of  the 
Fifth  Indiana  battery,  and  one  of  tiie  best  artil- 
laisti  in  the  Fourth  corps,  who  has  been  acting 
m  Chief  of  Artillery  for  General  Stanley,  finding 
it  inpoaaible  to  toll  where  to  direct  his  fire, 
vent  out  on  our  advance  skinnish  line,  where 
be  took  a  position,  and  forming  a  chain  line  of 
aea,  paaMd  back  from  one  to  another  instruc- 
tuoa  to  the  batteries  where  to  direct  their  fire. 
Ha  waa  constantly  exposed  aH  the  aftonioon,  to 
■Mt  wi&  iitttaot  death.  At  night,  just  before 
^vk,  while  looking  through  an  embrasure,  he 
m  Knick  in  the  head  by  a  musket  ball  and  in- 
stif^  expired.  No  braver  man  ever  sighted  a 
g^;  inaocial  life  he  was  universally  beloved, 
QoC  ooly  for  his  military  skill  but  alsa  for  his 
quiet,  nnaasuming  manner.  His  loss  will  be 
■nch  feU  in  ^le  corps.  The  Qaptain  had  a 
^rethei4D-]aw  killed  at  Dallas,  and  on  Tuesday, 
*^  his  battery  killed  General  Polk,  he  re- 
marked that  he  liad  avenged  lus  relative's  death. 
1^  did  ^  brave  Simonson  then  suppose 
that  his  days  of  usefulness  were  b6  nearly  num- 
bered. Htt  many  friends  at  homeiafid  in  the 
vny  win  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
wnaoD  died  in  harness,  nobly  battling  for  the 
ofertfarow  of  treason.  May  &e  brave  soldier 
'ot  in  peace.  His  body  goes  to  Chattanooga  to 
Bmow,  m  charge  of  a  brother  ofiScer. 


June  17,  5  ▲.  m. — General  Howard  has  just 
received  a  despatoh  from  General  Stanley,  that 
the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  the  front,  and 
that  he  entered  his  works  at  3.30  this  morning. 
Hooker  also  reports  that  he  can  find  no  enemy 
in  his  front 

6  63  A.  M. — ^Ten  prisoners  just  brought  in 
from  Stanlev's  front,  report  that  the  enemy  has 
withdrawn  his  centre  two  miles,  but  still  holds 
his  old  position  at  Eedesaw  Mountain  on  our 
left,  and  Lost  Mountain  on  our  right  This 
seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  heavy 
firine  has  been  heard  all  night  and  this  morning 
in  Sdiofield's  front,  and  whUe  I  write,  the  enemy 
on  the  left  centre  are  responding  to  Palmer's  vig- 
orous advance  upon  him,  immediately  to  the 
riffht  of  Kenesaw. 

It  is  now  nine  ▲.  m.,  and  firing  in  the  front  of 
Palmer  has  nearly  died  away.  Nothing  is  heard 
but  occasional  artillery  and  musketry  reports,  on 
the  extreme  left  of  Palmer's  corps,  and  on  Mc- 
Pherson's  right  The  enemy  has  not  vet  been 
found  on  the  centre,  wBere  Howard  has  been 
advancing  with  artillery  and  infantry  through 
the  deserted  works  of  the  enemy,  which  are 
very  formidable  in  their  appearance.  Seventy- 
two  prisoners,  chieflv  taken  by  Stanley,  have 
been  sent  in  to  corps  headquarters  this  morning. 
Hardee's  is  the  corps  that  Howard  and  Palmer 
have  been  fighting  for  two  days. 

General  Loring  is  reported  as  General  Polk's 
successor  in  commana  of  the  corps.  A  few 
deserters  come  to  us,  but  it  is  generally  on  the 
retreat,  when  they  fall  behind  purposely  to  be 
captured.  At  no  other  time  is  it  safe  to  attempt 
to  deseit,  especially  as  desertion  is  sure  to  be 
followed  by  a  public  shooting  exhibition. 


NCAK 


June  20Ui,  1804,     S 


Johnston's  army  is  yielding  line  after  line  of 
works.  Instead  of  their  bold  and  defiant  front 
of  a  week  ago,  sweeping  from  Kenesaw  to  Lost 
Mountain,  with  their  centre  advanced  to  Pine 
Knob,  three  or  four  miles  north  of  their  flanks, 
they  are  ahready  circumscribed  around  their 
central  and  last  stronghold — ^Kenesaw.  In  army 
parlance,  they  are  losing  their  grip.  First,  their 
centre  at  Pine  Knob,  where  General  Polk  fell, 
was  enfiladed,  and  their  hea^y  works  were  ren- 
dered worse  than  valueless.  Next  our  lines 
enveloped  theirs  on  their  flanks  with  such  vig- 
orous audacity  that  they  relaxed  their  hold  on 
Lost  Mountain,  the  citadel  on  their  left  flank. 
Still  the  pressure  continues.  No  sacrifice  they 
make  of  position,  lessens  the  terrible  momentum 
of  Sherman's  army  for  longer  than  twenty-four 
hours.  Like  the  breaking  up  of  a  broad,  ice- 
bound river,  this  great  movement  progresses. 
An  irresistible  superiorityin  force,  pushes  the 
enemy  back  mile  after  mile.  They  have  aban- 
doned not  less  than  six  or  seven  parallels, 
several  of  them  constructed  with  p'eat  labor, 
and  aiming  in  their  general  configurations  to  be 
elaborately  scientific.  This  is  the  precise  situ- 
ation.   We  crowd  them  day  and  night — push 
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ihem  from  tree  to  tree,  from  ridge  to  ridge, 
from  eaxthwoft  to  earthwork,  from  their  first 

gosition  to  their  last  A  vast  skirmish  blazes 
:om  morning  to  night,  along  the  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  infantry  lines,  and  our  guns  fill  the  air 
with  round,  reverberating  oaths,  drowning  often 
the  spiteful  expletives  of  the  musket  The  ene- 
my's sharpshooters  reply  bitterly  to  ours,  but 
their  artillery  is  very  reticent  They  seem  to 
be  nursing  one  grand,  consuming  hope— that 
we  propose  to  assault  But  Sherman  seems 
satisfied  with  his  steady  progress,  and,  to  return 
to  our  frigid  metaphor,  prefers  to  let  the  ice 
float  down  the  river  in  its  own  good  time,  in- 
stead of  expending  energy  in  accelerating  the 
motion  of  any  particular  floe.  K  we  continue 
to  make  the  mile  per  day  which  we  now  notc^ 
behind  us  regularly,  we  shall  be  in  Atlanta  in 
twenty-five  days,  by  the  mile-stones. 

Our  ri^ht  wing  is  now  threatening  Marietta, 
four  or  five  miles  in  rear  of  the  rebel  strong- 
hold at  Kenesaw.  Our  left  is  also  working  past 
Eenesaw.  Both  rebel  flanks,  especially  tLeir 
left,  are  bent  back,  and  it  would  certainly  seem 
that  Johnston  should  be  retreating  unless  be 
intends  fighting  with  his  wings  back  to  back, 
and  by  that  means  get  our  wings  |k>  shooting 
each  other.  It  is  believed  certain  that  ih^  rebel 
army  must  soon  retreat  south  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee river,  where  their  prisoners  now  say 
will  be  made  the  last  ditch.  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve, however,  after  seeing  the  strength  and 
number  of  their  fortifications,  and  witnessing 
the  tenacity  of  their  resistance,  that  they  may 
at  some  time  have  intended  to  make  Kenesaw 
their  last  ditch.  We  shall  see.  This  much  is 
certain — they  are  losing  their  hold  on  the 
strongest  position  between  here  and  Atlanta. 

Our  lines  are  close  to  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and 
within  very  easy  range  of  the  numerous  rebel 
guns  planted  on  that  bold  feature  in  the  land- 
scape. But  we  have  great  difficulty  in  develop- 
ing the  whereabouts  of  their  guns,  as  they  keep 
determined  silence,  in  order  to  slaughter  the 
Yankees  by  wholesale  in  case  they  make  the 
hoped-for  assault  The  fire  of  our  batteries  on 
the  left  and  right  center  having  failed  to  pro- 
voke a  competent  answer,  a  locomotive  was 
brought  into  action.  The  railroad  is  in  plain 
sight  of  Kenesaw  for  several  miles,  and  the 
rebels  on  that  lofty  peak  observed,  with  increas- 
ing though  undefinable  apprehension,  the  fuming 
iron  horse,  guding  at  a  good  rate  of  speed 
toward  their  position.  The  pace  of  the  engine 
was  not  lessened  until  it  had  passed  our  skir- 
mish line,  and  was  nearing  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  when  the  rebel  artillerists,  fearing,  it 
would  be  hard  to  tell  exactly  what,  opened  their 
hitherto  silent  batteries  lustily,  and  cheered 
furiously  as  the  locoij^otive  speedily  crawfished, 
amid  an  extensive  flight  of  snells.  The  engine 
escaped  uninjured,  and  in  a  moment  our  guns 
opened  again,  and  now  being  enabled  to  plant 
their  shells  in  exactly  the  right  place,  they  soon 
enjoined  another  sort  of  silence  on  the  enemy's 
artillery.    The  batteries  developed  have  since 


been  subjected  to  a  most  constant  and  fierce 
bombardment 

Blair,  on  tde  left,  has  occupied  Biish  Moun- 
tain, the  most  important  eminence  east  of  Kene- 
saw. McPherson's  corps  are,  with  the  other 
portions  of  the  line,  constantly  skirmishing  and 
gaining  with  equal  rapidity  upon  the  rebels. 
The  artillery  practice  on  the  left  is  very  fine. 
This  arm  of  the  service  has,  indeed,  during  the 
present  contest,  proven  more  than  usually  effi- 
cient 

Despite  the  almost  incessant  rain  of  &e  nine- 
teenth, the  right  wins  maintained  a  continued 
activity — st^ily  advancing  the  lines  by  a 
movement  to  the  right  flank,  thus  gradually 
dntwing  Uie-lines  of  circumvallation  closer  and 
closer  around  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Hascall's 
division,  the  Second,  which  had  been  thrown  in 
reserve  by  the  closing  in  together  of  the  Twen- 
tieth and  Twenty-third  corps,  was  late  in  ^e 
day  thrown  in  to  tlie  extreme  right,  while 
Hooker's  corps  relieved  in  one  of  its  divisions, 
was  enabled  to  extend  itself  ii^the  direction  (A 
the  general  movement  This  latter  was  in  a 
direction  nearly  north  and  south  and  at  the  same 
time  bearing  upon  the  rebel  Unes  toward  the 
sr>uth-east  The  lines  were  advanced  daring  the 
day  about  half  a  mile,  abandoning,  of  oonrse,  the 
works  thrown  up  to  meet  any  demonstration  on 
the  part  of  the  rebels,  only  to  constract  new 
ones  at  night,  to  be  passed  by  in  like  manner 
next  day.  The  rebels  opposed  to  this  forward 
movement  only  a  desultory  skirmish  fire,  aided 
occasionally  by  a  few  shote  from  a  battery  when 
our  forces  pressed  too  closely,  but  which  wa^ 
invariably  silenced  by  a  prompt  reply  from  oar 
guns.  The  losses  of  the  day  may  have  amounted 
to  fifty  men  put  hors  de  combat  in  the  various 
commands.  Among  the  wounded  was  Captain 
Courtois,  of  the  'Thirty-third  New  Jersey,  of 
Geary's  division,  Twentieth  corps.  He  was  in 
command  of  a  detachment  of  skirmishers  from 
his  own  regiment  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Nineteen di  New  York,  and  was  pressing  hard 
upon  the  rebel  line,  when  he  was  struck  by  a 
musket  ball  in  the  shoulder  and  sevez^y 
wounded  The  ground  was  open,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  crawl  away  to  the  rear,  slowly  and 
painfully,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Occasion- 
ally he  would  rise  and  attempt  to  go  forward 
erect,  when  the  rebels  would  discharge  a  volley 
upon  him,  and  seeing  him  drop  to  avoid  fire, 
would  cheer  lustily.  He  finally  escaped  with- 
out further  injury. 

A  brigade  of  General  Stoneman's  cavtiliy,  un- 
der command  of  Colonel  Adams,  of  the  First  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  penetrated  to  a  point  named  on 
the  maps  as  Powder  Springs,  folding  there  the 
rebel  outposts,  and  a  division  of  cavalry  under 
Armstrong.  These  retired  before  our  advance, 
without  offering  opposition,  and  left  the  post  in 
our  possession.  This  puts  the  cavalry  forces 
about  nine  miles  west  of  Marietta,  and  at  least  a 
mile  south  of  it  The  right  wing  of  the  intotry 
is  fully  down  to  a  line  running  east  and  west 
through  Marietta,  and  is  continually  swinging  so 
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m  finallj  to  endoee  it,  unless  a  change  is  made 
in  &e  order  of  march. 

AHhongh  ^e  campaign  in  this  vicinity  has 
hitherto  been  lacking  in  great  battles,  and  those 
events  which,  from  their  momentous  import- 
ance and  tracic  interest,  claim  a  notice  from  the 
historian  and  enlist  tiie  profoundest  spnpathies 
of  a  whole  nation,  still  there  is  occasionallj  one 
of  those  teaching  incidents,  known,  perhaps, 
onl^  to  the  circle  of  the  regiment  or  brigade,  in 
which  patrioti«n  shines  out  as  nobly  as  in  the 
grsrer  annals  of  heroism.  One  of  these  was 
sanated  to  me  bj  a  participant  in  it,  and  I  give 
it  to  jonr  readers. 

A  small  detachment  of  the  One  Hnndred  and 
KmeteenA  New  York  were  on  the  skirmish 
line  on  the  seventeenth  of  June,  advanced 
elose  up  to  the  enemy — so  close  that  they  had 
been  compelled  to  halt  for  the  time  and  throw 
«p  slight  breastworks  of  logs  as  a  defence. 
By  some  mitoward  mistake,  a  party  of  twelve 
(7  fifteen  men  were  ordered  to  advance  be- 
Tond  these  works  on  picket  duty.  Though 
knowing  that  it  was  almost  certain  death  to 
tbow  tbeir  heads  above  the  walls  of  their 
fiille  fort,  still  they  obeyed  without  question 
or  hesitation.  They  had  advanced  scarcely 
more  than  a  rod  beyond  their  comrades  when  a 
heavy  volley  of  musketry  prostrated  to  tiie 
ground  every  man  save  two  I  Two  were  killed 
ioBtantly,  and  the  rest  wounded  more  or  less 
severely.  All  of  the  wounded,  however,  w6re 
able  to  drag  themselves  back  and  escape,  ex- 
cept one  poor  fellow.  Sergeant  Guider,  who 
was  so  badly  wounded  that  he  could  not  stir 
from  his  place.  There  he  lay  almost  within 
am's^engtik  of  his  comrades,  and  yet  they  were 
]»wef]e8s  to  rescne  him  or  give  him  aid,  so 
galhng  was  the  rebel  fire.  One  bolder  than  the 
rest  made  the  bazardous  attempt,  but  scarcelv 
had  he  got  over  the  breastworks  when  he  fell 
ieverdy  wounded.  They  endeavored  to  allay 
his  raging  thirst  by  throwing  to  him  canteens 
of  water,  and  even  one  of  these  was  pierced  by 
a  rebel  buttet  Finally,  as  they  could  not  go 
over  the  breastworks,  they  dug  a  way  under  them 
with  no  other  implements  than  their  bayonets, 
and  tfaroQgh  it  two  men  crawled  and  succeeded 
anacfaing  him  unhurt  Just  as  they  reached 
ban  their  comrades  in  ^le  rear  gave  an  exultant 
dieor,  which  elicited  from  the  rebels  another 
"voUej.  A  fatal  ball  pierced  the  poor  fellow's 
breast  for  a  second  time,  and  he  had  only  time 
to  amrmur  feebly  to  his  rescuers,  ^  Now  I  die 
CQBteiit;  I  am  in  your  hands,"  and  expired. 

Jm  FBom  or  Ehobaw  MouKtAnr,) 
Gxmou,  /one  23, 18M.    f 

TH9  BIT17ATI0N. 

The  corps  on  the  right  and  left  advanced 
min  jesterday,  and  the  centre  maintained  its 
t&eatening  position  around  and  upon  the  base 
of  Keneeaw  Mountain,  in  the  teeth  of  a  very 
beavy  artiOery  fire  from  the  numerous  rebel 
batftoies  tEisre,  to  which  our  guns  returned 


something  more  than  an  indirect  reply.  Our 
centre  is  very  close  to  the  heavy  rebel  works  on 
the  mountain,  and  any  further  progress  there 
must  be  achieved  by  grand  assaults ;  for,  though 
the  lire  of  our  batteries  is  very  destructive,  it 
can  not,  unaided,  compel  an  evacuation.  The 
movements  of  the  wings,  especially  the  corps 
of  Hooker  and  Schofield  on  the  right  (which 
are  now  just  three  miles  from  Marietta,  and 
feeling  their  wav  east  rapidly),  import  the 
speedy  accomplishment  of  Sherman's  design  of 
pushing  Johnston  south  of  the  Chattahoochee 
river,  without  any  great  sacrifice  of  life.  As 
our  various  corps  converge  toward  Kenesaw, 
room  to  ihe  right  or  the  left  must  be  yielded  in 
order  to  get  all  our  troops  into  position. 
Ground  had  been  yielded  to  ihe  right  exclu- 
sively, and  every  day  the  right  wing  extends 
further  to  the  south.  Our  extreme  right  is  now 
south  of  the  latitude  of  Marietta,  and  it  is  the 
current  belief  that  it  will  now  be  speedily 
strengthened  until  it  is  irresistible— that  is,  the 
rebels  must  withdraw  so  many  troops  from 
Kenesaw  to  oppose  it,  that  they  will  prefer  to 
retreat. 

There  is  a  very  pervasive  rumor  afloat  that 
Joe  Johnston  has  been  superseded  by  Ewell, 
but  it  seems  to  have  no  better  foundation  than 
a  camp  rumor.  An  intelligent  rebel  Lieutenant 
with  whom  I  conversed  yesterday  said  that 
everv  efiective  soldier  in  the  Confederacy  was 
in  the  service  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  and  al- 
though he  himself  was  a  veteran  of  three  years 
standing,  he  had  just  had  his  first  experience  in 
the  field,  having  been  stationed  with  his  com- 
pany at  Savannah,  Georgia,  as  provost  guard. 
He  stated  positively  that  Johnston  had  ninety 
thousand  men,  but  I  think  he  may  be  safely  dis- 
counted thirty-three  per  cent 

McPherson  advanced  slightly  yesterday,  but 
skirmishing  along  his  front  was  very  light. 
Day  before  yesterday,  Colonel  Minty's  brigade 
of  cavalry  on  fhe  extreme  left  was  roughly 
handled  by  an  overpowering  force  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  before  whom  it  retired  slowly, 
with  a  loss  of  about  seventy  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  every- 
thing gave  promise  of  a  renewal  of  activity  m 
this  part  of  the  army,  which  had  now  rested 
several  days  awaiting  the  action  of  the  other 
corps.  Hospital  tents  were  struck,  at  least 
those  occupied  by  men  able  to  move ;  the  Gen- 
erals early  ordered  to  horse,  and  were  out  on 
the  line  overseeing  the  preparations ;  and  not 
long  after  came  orders  to  sfarike  tents  of  head- 
quarters and  get  on  the  road.  The  rebels,  as  if 
divining  the  movement,  and  seeking  to  detain  * 
as  many  as  possible  in  front  of  the  centre, 
opened  a  vigorous  cannonade  from  the  summit 
of  Kenesaw.  It  was  equally  probable,  also,  that 
this  was  intended  to  cover  their  retreat,  as  the 
whistles  of  their  locomotives  could  be  heard 
rapidly  coming  and  going  in  the  direction  of 
Marietta. 

The  two  corps  had  been  lying  for  the  pre-  * 
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viouB  two  days  in  a  line  running  about  north- 
east and  south-west,  and  reaching  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  base  of  Kenesaw.  About  nine 
in  the  morning  the  Second  division  (Oeneral 
Hascairs)  which  was  lying  in  resenre,  took  up 
the  line  of  march;  passed  over  Nose  Creek,  and 
advancing  beyond  the  Third,  soon  began  to 
skirmish  slightly  with  the  enemy,  though  they 
'were  in  small  force,  and  retired  slowly  as  the 
division  advanced.  Soon  after  the  Third  divi- 
sion (General  Cox)  left  his  position  and  began  to 
follow  up  the  Second  to  a  position  on  £e  ex- 
treme right,  and  the  Twentieth  corps  was  like- 
wise put  in  motion.  The  movement  of  the  two 
corps  was  a  wheel  upon  the  left  of  tiie  Twen- 
tiem  as  a  pivot,  thus  tending  constantly  to  hem 
in  the  rebels  and  throw  them  in  9.  culde  sac  be- 
tween our  line  and  the  railroad  on  two  sides 
and  Kenesaw  at  the  end.  At  the  same  time  that 
the  line  was  thus  swinging,  it  was  being  ex- 
tended considerably  souSiward.  When  it  had 
swung  around  so  as  to  be  on  a  north  and  south 
line,  parallel  with  and  about  three  mUes  west  of 
the  railroad,  the  skirmish  firing  began  to  grow 
heavier,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
enemy  had  become  apprised  of  the  threatening 
state  of  afi&irs  and  were  hurrying  up  a  strong 
force  to  check  our  advance.  Accordingly, 
about  two  o'clock,  the  Twentieth  corps  and  the 
Second  division  of  the  Twenty-third  halted,  and 
began  to  throw  up  breastworks  to  meet  any 
sudden  emergency,  while  the  skirmishers  were 
still  advancing  slowly,  feeling  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion.  The  Third  division  had  not  yet  come  up. 
The  Fourteenth  Kentucky,  Strickland's  brigade, 
of  the  Twenty-third  corps,  were  acting  as  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  were 
nearly  a  mile  in  advance,  when  tliey  ran  sud- 
denly upon  a  picket  company,  which  was  just 
being  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  the 
rebel  General  Stevenson's  division,  and  so  sud- 
den was  the  onset  and  so  thick  was  the  under- 
growth, that  they  were  taken  by  surprise. 
Thirty-five  of  them  were  captured,  and  tlie 
remainder  killed  or  dispersed.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  were  from  a  North  Carolina  regiment, 
of  whom  ihe  rebels  are  wont  to  say,  "All  the 
tar-heels  want,  anyhow,  is  just  a  chance  to  rim 
away."  After  running  away  and  gobbling  up 
thus  summarily  these  pickets,  the  regiment  was 
compelled  to  fall  back  hastily  before  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  take  up  a  new  position 
about  half  a  mile  in  front  of  our  works, 
which  were  now  being  rapidly  completed. 
They  stationed  themselves  on  a  commanding 
ridee,  and  put  out  two  companies  as  skir- 
mishers. The  rebels  having  ascertained  our 
wherdbbouts,  began  also  to  erect  breastworks 
and  prepare  to  resist  any  further  advance.  It 
was  very  readily  appax^snt  that  they  had  not  ex- 
pected us  in  that  quarter,  both  from  the  state- 
ments of  prisoners  and  from  the  entire  absence 
of  works  of  defence.  About  five  o'clock,  having 
secured  themselves  by  their  breastworks,  they 
advanced  to  dislodge  the  Fourteentii  from  their 
position,  which,  if  occupied  by  us  all  n%ht  and 


fortified,  would  render  theirs  untenable.  Three 
regiments  were  despatched  against  it,  but  as  it 
was  a  very  full  one  and  stood  well  to  its  post, 
they  were  unable  to  eflfect  their  object  Two 
more  were  at  once  sent,  and  the  whole  mass 
then  opened  a  destructive  fire  and  began  to  ad- 
vance rapidly  upon  them.  The  two  companies 
on  the  skirmish  line  were  put  speedily  to  rout, 
but  were  nevertheless  able  to  bring  away  five 
prisoners  who  had  impetuously  rushed  right 
mto  their  midst  The  loss  in  Uiese  two  com- 
panies was  very  severe,  one  goii^  out  with 
sixty-five  and  bringing  away  only  twen^-six. 
Despite  the  heavy  odds  against  diem,  the  Four^ 
teenth  awaited  the  approach  of  the  five  regi- 
ments with  steadiness,  and  made  no  motion  to- 
ward retiring  till  they  received  positive  orders 
from  General  HascaU  to  fall  back  upon  the 
works.  The  enemy  were  then  so  close,  and 
were  pouring  in  so  hot  a  fire,  that  the  regiment 
necessarily  became  disoiganized  in  retreat,  and 
came  back  in  confusion.  They  were  soon  re- 
formed within  the  Hues,  and  it  .was  found  Uiat 
the  losses  amounted  to  about  fifty  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  So  rapidly  had  they 
been  compelled  to  retreat,  that  a  few  killed  and 
wolmded  were  left  on  the  field  to  fall  into  tiie 
enemy's  hands.  As  soon  as  the  raiment  was  in, 
the  fire  from  the  works  and  a  fe<7  vigorous  rounds 
from  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  battery  brought  the 
rebels  to  a  speedy  halt,  and  compelled  them  to 
retire  With  loss. 

The  rattling  fire  of  musketry,  and  the  whis- 
tling of  die  enemy's  bullets  about  them, produced 
a  disgraceful  stampede  among  certain  fraorments 
of  regiments  not  yet  fullv  formed  in  line,  and 
collected  about  a  house  from  an  idle  curiofety. 
GknenJ  Hascall,  however,  soon  got  his  men 
well  in  hand  and  formed  in  four  lines,  ready  for 
the  worst,  should  it  come.  Generate  Hooker 
and  Schofield  were  at  the  house  when  the  firing 
opened  and  both  rode  away,  General  Schofield 
to  hurry  up  the  Third  division  on  the  right,  to 
meet  any  possible  attempt  to  turn  that  wing, 
while  General  Hooker  hastened  back  along  his 
line  to  learn  the  import  of  a  very  heavy  artil- 
lery firing  which  had  been  heard  for  several 
minutes.  He  soon  returned,  reporting  that  the 
rebels  had  made  an  advance  in  heaN^y  masses 
upon  the  First  division,  (General  WiUiamsl 
which  occupied  the  right  ot  the  corps,  and  had 
been  driven  back  by  the  fire  of  artillery  alone, 
without  the  employment  of  a  musket  Batteries 
I  and  M  of  the  First  New  York  had  secured  po- 
sitions which  gave  them  a  cross-fire  on  the  reb- 
els, as  they  advanced  across  an  open  field,  and  it 
proved  entirely  too  hot  lor  them.  Again,  about 
six  o'clock,  they  made  the  same  attempt,  and 
were  driven  back  still  more  rapidly,  by  a  com- 
bined fire  of  artillery  and*  musketry,  which 
must;  from  ihe  openness  of  the  ground,  have 
proved  very  destructive.  Our  losses  were 
slight  They  did  not  probably  exceed  two  hun- 
dred killed  and  wounded  diuing  the  day,  and 
one  quarter  of  this  loss  was  suffered  in  the 
Fourteenth  ELentucky. 
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The  operations  on  the  centre  to-day  were 
diaracteruEed  by  nothing  worthy  of  special  note. 
After  four  days  of  assanlta  and  heavy  skirmish- 
ing  with  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  corps,  in 
which  be  was  invariahly  tadly  worsted,  the 
eooiygaTe  up  all  hoi>e  of  beating  back  the 
eeotre  and  recovering  his  lost  ground,  and  im- 
mediately turned  his  attention  to  another  part 
of  the  line,  the  left  of  Schofield  and  HooJcer, 
upon  whidi  he,  to^ay,  made  a  desperate  as- 


To  cover  this  assault  upon  Hooker,  at  eleven 
A,  1^  the  enemy  opened  a  rapid  but  random  fire 
Qpoo  our  centre  with  his  artdlery,  placed  in  our 
ioooediate  front,  on  high  ridges,  and  from  Big 
and  little  Kenesaw  and  Bald  Gap.  Our  artillery 
retonied  their  salutations  witn  great  vigor 
tnd  precision;  at  every  discharge  of  our 
gam,  the  rebels  could  be  seen  running  in  every 
£r«^ion,  so  accurate  was  the  fire  of  our  cannon- 
eera.  The  enemy's  guns  mounted  on  Kenesaw 
were  twenfy-pound  Parrotts,  capable  of  very 
long  range.  Their  fire  was  principally  directed 
OD  Whitaker's  brigade,  which  still  held  the 
hUb  taken  frx>m  the  enemy  the  other  night  The 
ihota,  however,  did  little  or  no  damage,  as  near- 
ly afl  of  them  were  depressed.  .  ♦  * 

The  artilleiy  duel  continued  nearly  the  whole 
alUmoon,  with  trifling  loss  to  our  troops. 
Never  has  artillerv  achieved  greater  laurels  than 
tiHky.  Nearly  all  onr  shote  were  delivered 
vLto  the  enemy  s  line  and  his  batteries  with  re- 
Bttfkahle  accuracy,  80  wild  and  inaccm-ate 
WW  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  that  to-day  the  rear 
was  a  much  more  uninviting  location  for  non- 
oombatanta  than  upon  the  skirmish  line. 

(kr  the  front  of  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth 
oorpe  it  was  extremely  slight — so  little  firing  in- 
deed, was  heard  that  .one  almost  was  constrain- 
ed to  jnmp  at  the  conclosion  that  the  coniest- 
aats  had  mutiudlv  agreed  to  a  truce  for  the  day. 
In  front  of  Whitaker,.  however,  there  was  a 
portion  of  the  field  up^on  which  were  thickly 
tirewn  the  dead  and  wounded  of  fhe  enemy  in 
hta  eeven  desperate  assaults  upon  that  invinci- 
ble brigade.  There  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  all 
day,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  getting  off  their 
wounded.  Oeneral  Whitaker  coimted  one  hun- 
<ked  and  sixty  rebel  dead  on  the  ground. 

Ik  Wmmt  ov  Kssibaw  Momruiir,    1 
Gvntau,  Jane  24, 1804.     j 

The  proUem  here  has  not  yet  been  solved, 
ftoi^  our  teoops  go  to  sleep  every  night  ex- 
MdiDg  U>  find  no  enemy  in  their  front 
Kenesaw  Mountain  is  still  in  the  ha^^  of  the 
enony,  thon^  our  right  wing  has  wheeled 
oead^  around  it,  and  threatens  directly  and  im- 
Diiieotiy  th^  rear.  Yesterday  morning  we 
were  within  three  miles  of  Marietta — ^this  morn- 
ing hut  two.  Oar  shell  go  into  the  pretty  and 
Kstocratic  town,  and  the  roar  of  musketry  is 
fiftver  out  of  the  ears  of  the  starded  inhabitants, 
ever  growing  nearer  and  more  ominous,  and,  what 
iHMt  be  peculiarly  demoralizing,  extending  far  to 
the  iooth.    Universally  the  rebels  are  expected 


to  fall  back  within  the  next  few  days,  and  their 
position  is  now  so  constricted  that  no  one  would 
be  surprised  to  wake  up  in  the  morning  and  find 
the  enemy  across  the  Cnattahoochee. 

There  has  been  something  of  a  lull  in  the 
tremendous  skirmish  fire  that  has  been  main- 
tained day  and  night  for  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  in  which  our  troops,  by  great  odds, 
bore  the  most  active  part  An  enormous  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  has  been  expended.  Home 
regiments  have  fired  three  or  four  hundred 
rounds  per  man,  and  some  batteries  had  their 
caissons  replenished  regularly  twice  per  week. 
Thanks,  however,  to  i^e  integrity  of  the  great 
railroad  in  our  rear,  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  there  is  plenty  on  liaud  and  to  spare, 
tiiough  our  batteries  should  continue  to  fire  by 
volleys,  and  our  skirmishers  with  their  Minies 
cut  down  additional  young  saplings  around  the 
Johnnies'  dirt-piles,  before  break&st 

The  army  was  never  jollier,  more  determined, 
or  more  confident  '^^  complain  of  one  thing 
only,  a  want  of  sleep.  "Hiey  must  fight  all  day, 
stealthily  secure  an  advanced  position  (though  a 

{>oint  has  now  been  reached  where  tnis  is  no 
onger  possible),  and  at  night  fortify.  Daylight 
comes  e^ly  these  mornings,  and  its  initial  shade 
is  hailed  by  the  spiteful  ^ute  of  the  watchful 
outposts.  In  the  first  gray  of  dawn  the  spade  is 
thrown  aside  for  the  musket  The  country 
around  Kenesaw  is  scored  with  toilsome  parallels, 
thrown  up  when  all  in  nature,  save  the  soldier, 
slept  Rest  has  been  said  to  be  simply  a  substi- 
tu#on  of  one  kind  of  labor  for  another ;  the 
correctness  of  which  established,  our  army  has 
been  uniformly  and  comprehensively  refreshed. 

The  fatigue  of  this  campaign  since  the  first 
day's  march  from  Ringgold  has  been  enormous ; 
indeed  beyond  computation.  The  cautious  ap- 
proaches on  Dalton,  the  sleepless,  laborious 
nights  and  bloody  days  at  Resaca,  the  fortnight 
of  carnage  and  vigilant  toil  near  Dallas;  and  tae 
many  even  more  wearisome  and  sanguinary  days 
consumed  in  investing  the  rebel  position  at 
Kenedaw,  are  without  parallel  (unless  it  be 
Grant's  present  campaign)  during  the  war.  The 
losses  of  both  these  armies  in  killed  and  wounded 
during  this  period  of  grand  activity  fully  equal 
those  of  one  of  our  great  encounters,  without 
the  decisiveness  that  sometimes  pertains  to  a 
pitched  battle  of  the  first  class.  Men  have  fallen 
daily  by  scores,  hundreds,  and  sometunes  by 
thousands,  but  the  morale  of  neither  army  is 
shaken.  That  Sherman  has  gained  overpower- 
ing advantages— €^ vantages  that  will  give  him 
AUanta — wfll  be  nearly  conceded.  But  the  army 
of  Johnston  has  not  been  destroyed,  and  untU 
that  is  done  the  immense  labor  performed  and 
blood  spUled  have  no  adequate  return.  We. 
hope  to  do  this  when  we  have  forced  the  enemy 
from  his  present  formidable  position,  which  hais 
been  held,  and  is  held,  with  more  than  usual 
tenacity.  That  he  has  suffered,  equally,  to  say 
the  least,  with  ourselves  is  a  matter  of  certainty. 
The  fact  is  confirmed  in  a  dozen  ways. 

No  one  believes,  however,  as  some  mysterious 
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correspondents  have  hinted,  ib&t  Sherman  will 
refrain,  on  Granfs  acconnt,  from  pushing  John- 
ston to  the  walL  We  have  wrested  every  inch 
of  territory  we  conld  from  the  enemy,  and  in- 
vested his  position  with  the  greatest  possible 
celerity.  If  Johnston  retreats  to  Atlanta,  our 
army  will  probably  halt  north  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chee river  for  a  season  of  rest  and  preparation. 

Botii  are  necessary,  the  former,  perhaps,  the 
more  imperatively.  Another  retreat  cannot  but 
greatly  aemoralize  the  enemy.  The  rebel  rank 
and  file  were  promised  a  grand  decisive  battle 
here.  It  was  with  this  explicit  understanding 
that  they  retreated  from  Resaca  and  turned  upon 
us  at  Kenesaw.  But  Sherman,  the  absurd  fellow, 
wouldn't  rush  upon  diem  in  headlong  assaults ; 
consequently  another  retreat,  with  another  con- 
gratulatory promissory  order  from  Johnston, 
may  be  looked  for.  Would  any  body  of  men 
in  the  world,  save  the  ignorant  masses  in  the 
South,  be  grilled  in  this  way  for  tiie  twentieth 
time  ? 

The  left  has  not  advanced  to-day,  and  the 
skirmishing  has  been  light  There  are  indica- 
tions that  Mcpherson's  corps  will  be  transferred 
to  the  right,  as  the  rebel  position  can  be  much 
more  easily  flanked  on  that  wing. 

To-day  we  have  had  one  of  the  briefest  an^ 
severest  engagements  that  have  occurred  since 
the  Dallas  aflOur,  in  which  Wood  and  Johnston 
lost  so  heavily  in  a  fatal  attack  upon  a  posi- 
tion which  was  impregnable.  During  the  morn- 
ing, and  in  fact  up  to  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, quietude  reigned  along  the  whole  %ne. 
The  sharp  music  of  the  rifle  was  hushed  and 
not  a  dozen  shots  per  hour  were  heard  upon 
the  line,  while  the  loud  boomine  of  the  Rod- 
mans, Parrotts,  and  Napoleons  no  longer  echoed 
through  the  hills.  '*  After  a  calm  comes  a 
storm,"  and  in  this  case  it  proved  too  true.  Im- 
mediately in  front,  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
was  a  long  ridge  on  which  the  enemy  had  exten- 
sive fortiJIcations,  upon  which  were  mounted 
three  batteries,  the  fire  of  which  had  become  very 
troublesome.  Besides,  it  was  an  important  po- 
sition for  us  to  possess.  General  Thomas 
ordered  General  Howard  to  assault  this  ridge 
to-day,  and  if  possible  to  carry  it  The  General 
at  once  set  about  preparations  to  carry  out  his 
orders,  and  as  all  the  details  were  left  to  his 
discretion,  the  General  consulted  his  division 
commanders,  and  arranged  the  plan  of  attack. 
Pbcing  all  of  his  artillery  in  position  where  it 
could  be  most  effective,  strenffthening  the  points 
of  the  line  in  front  of  the  ridge,  and  giving  in- 
structions to  his  subordinate  commanders  that 
could  not  be  misunderstood,  the  General  de- 
spatched Colonel  Fullerton,  A.  A.  G.,  to  pve  in- 
structions to  the  commanders  of  batteries  and 
superintend  the  execution  of  the  orders.  The 
Colonel  placed  a  bugler  in  the  centre  of  New- 
ton's division,  with  others  in  either  division  on 
the  right  and  left  Stanley  on  the  right  and 
Wood  on  the  left  The  batteries  of  the  corps 
were  instructed  to  open  simultaneously  upon 
the  enemy,  and  cannonade  them  lor  fifteen  min- 


utes, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  tiiey  were 
to  cease  firing,  and  the  line  was  to  advance.  At 
a  quarter  before  four  p.  m.,  the  batteries  opened, 
and  then  bo  vigorous  was  the  cannonadlne  that 
for  fifteen  minutes  all  other  noise  was  swaUowed 
up  in  the  thunders  that  echoed  through  the 
sultry  air,  while  from  every  hill  and  knob  along 
the  whole  line,  the  volumes  of  smoke  that  arose, 
filled  the  valleys  and  shut  out  all  opportunities 
of  viewing  the  bloody  carnage  that  so  soon  was 
to  foUow.  • 

At  four  o'clock  the.  batteries  quieted  down, 
and  instantly  the  bugle  sounded  the  advance. 
It  was  taken  up  and  repeated  along  the  whok 
line,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  the  line  was 
in  motion.  The  ground  over  which  the  advance 
was  to  be  made  was  covered  by  large  trees  and 
very  little  undererowth,  so  that  a  good  view 
could  be  obtained  of  die  line  as  it  moved  for- 
ward. All  the  brigades  moved  off  together,  with 
the  regularity  of  veterans,  and  as  they  neared 
the  rebel  rifle-pits  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  be- 
hind which  was  posted  a  strong  skirmish  line, 
a  destructive  skirmish  fire  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  who,  sheltered  bv  his  rine-pits,  suffered 
but  little.  On  Stanley's  front,  over  four  hundred 
yards  were  the  enemy  driven,  to  these  rifle^its, 
when  regiment  after  regiment  reinforced  our 
skirmishers — the  Eighty^burth  Indiana  and  de- 
tails— until  it  had  assumed  the  proportions  of  a 
line  of  battle,  when  they  advanced  on  the  doable- 
quick,  drove  the  enemy  from  his  pita,  over  some 
distance  of  ground,  and  into  his  main  line  of 
earthworks,  where  were  massed  heavy  foroes 
of  the  enemy.  So  formidable  were  the  rebel 
works  situate  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
so  numerous  the  guns  that  were  mounted,  and 
poured  a  raking  fire  into  our  line,  that  to  at- 
tempt an  assault  upon  it  would  be  sheer  mad- 
ness. Consequently,  Stanley  held  his  position, 
over  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
starting-point,  and  fortified  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  enemy's  main  works.  Wood's  and 
Heaton's  positions,  before  the  line  was  moved, 
were  much  nearer  the  rebel  works  than  was  Stan- 
ley's, yet  they  pushed  their  divisions  forward 
under  the  deadly  fire,  drove  the  skirmishers  from 
their  rifle-pits,and  advanced  almost  up  to  the  rebel 
reserve,  but  were  forced  to  fall  back  to  the  rifle- 
pits,  where  they  also  fortified,  and  held  their 
position,  within  about  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's 
works. 

The  troops  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and 
in  the  charge  I  learn  that  not  a  raiment  faltered. 
All  are  deserving  of  equal  praise  for  the  spirit 
manifested,  and  the  enerj^  with  which  they 
"  moved  on  the  enemy's  works."  That  all  that 
was  desired  by  the  Commanding  General  was 
not  accomplished  was  no  fault  of  the  men  or  the 
fearless  brigade  and  division  commanders  who 
led  them.  No  troops  could  have  accomplished 
more  under  the  circumstances.  The  brigades 
commanded  by  Whitaker,  Kimball.  Wagner, 
Kirby,  Hazen,  Barker  and  Gross,  deserve  honor- 
able mention — that  of  Whitaker  especially, 
which  captured  twenty-nine  men  and  two  com- 
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Biinoiied  officers  before  they  had  time  to  get 
oat  of  their  rifle^its. 

About  seven  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  along 
tbe  whold  line,  but  the  heaviest  blow  was  upon 
Whitaker.  Here  again  onr  men  had  an  excellent 
opportnni^  to  display  their  valor.  Lying 
behind  their  hastily-tnrown  np  breastworks,  thev 
met  the  assaolt  with  shot  for  shot,  and  hand- 
BOBiely  repnlsed  them. 

Oar  losses  to-day,  m  wonnded  alone,  will 
moimt  to  two  hondred  in  the  Fourth  corps 
^one.  The  Fourteenth  corps,  on  the  left,  sup- 
ported, btit  did  no  heavy  fighting*.  The  Twen- 
tieth corps  was  on  the  right,  but  only  partici- 
pated with  one  of  Geary's  batteries,  and  expe- 
necced  HttJe  or  no  loss.  Among  the  killed  and 
wooaded  are  a  nun^ber-of  valuable  officersi 
vhose  hm  will  be  deeply  felt.  Colonel  Bajtle- 
WQ,  of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  as  brave  an 
officer  as  ever  marched  at  the  head  of  a  regy- 
■ent,  who  lost  an  arm  at  Shiloh,  was  captiu-ed 
•nd  wounded  at  Ghickamauga,  and  only  a  few 
we^  a^o  released,  fell  dead  while  bravely 
kading  ttie  Bkirmish  line  on  Wagner's  front 
Ckptain  Eastman,  Ninety-third  Illinois,  anoUier 
esteeoied  officer,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
breathed  his  last  a  few  hours  after.  Captain 
Bierce,kte  engineer  on  General  Hazen's  stafif. 
WIS  slightly  wounded  while  following  the  G^n- 
tnl  along  die  lines.  The  names  of  other  officers 
kflled  and  wounded  have  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Tarious  and  strange  as  have  been  the  modes 
n^ested  to  stop  guerrilla  operations,  attacks 
00  railway  trains,  etc.,  none  seem  to  have  been 
floocessfuL  General  Sherman,  I  believe,  deserves 
the  credit  of  having  unravelled  tiie  knotty 
problem   of    suppressing    guerrilla    depreda- 


On  onr  lines  of  railway  between  here  and 
Chattanooga  ^erriDas  have  become  somewhat 
troublesome,  in  the  way  of  placing  torpedoes  on 
^  track.  General  Sherman  was  determined  to 
pot  an  end  to  this  cowardly  mode  of  assisting 
the  r^)elB,  and  accordingly  arrested  a  number  of 
prcnonent  aeoession  sympathizers  along  the 
route,  whom  he  placed  in  an  old  box-car,  and 
daily  ran  them  over  those  portions  of  the  road 
where  torpedoes  are  supposed  to  have  been 
plaeed.  These  M  traitor  rapscallions  do  not 
enjoy  the  boon  of  free  railway  transit,  but  the 
okethdne  administered  has  cured  guerrillaism 
efiactnally. 

The  fighting  of  General  Butterfield's  division 
(Third)  on  the  twenty-second^  it  turns  out,  was 
nore  severe  than  at  first  supposed.  It  was  on 
the  left  of  the  corps,  and  had  as  its  task  to  carry 
«d  hold  a  difficmt  and  important  hill,  or  rather 
rifce.  The  whole  division  charged  right  up  the 
kiuas  usual,  under  a  severe  musketry  fire, 
pi^bed  the  rebel  skirmishers  into  their  works, 
apfradied  the  latter  as  nearly  as  could  be  done, 
without  needless  waste  of  life  (which,  with  the 
Twentieth  corps,  means  very  close),  threw  up 
breastworks  "  right  under  the  rebels'  noses,"  all 
tibe  while  under  fire,  and  planting  Smith's  and 
Geary's  batteries,  and  training  them  upon  the 


rebel  works,  finally  dislodged  them,  and  drove 
them  back  entirely  ofi"  the  hill. 

The  heaviest  loss  was  suffered  in  Colonel 
Cobum's  brigade  (Second).  The  entire  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  is  estimated  at  one  hundred 
and  forty-six.  Early  in  the  day  Captain  William 
R.  Thomas,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Illinois,  Assistant  AdjutantrGeneral  to  General 
Ward,  received  a  severe  fiesh-wound  in  the  right 
leg.  Captain  C.  E.  Graves,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts,  was  also  slightly  wounded  in  the 
ankle.  The  losses  suffered  bv  the  Twenty-third 
Indiana,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  and  Twenty-sixth  In- 
diana were  particularly  severe. 

The  Second  division  of  the  Twenty-third 
corps,  moved  out  a  little,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-third,  from  its  position  of  the  previous 
night,  sufficiently  to  pass  over  the  rebel  skirmish 
line,  and  ascertain  the  effect  of  the  firing  of  the 
Fourteenth  Kentucky.  In  front  of  this  raiment 
alone,  about  twenty  dead  rebels  were  found 
unburied.  Their  own  loss,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  but  eight  in  killed. 

All  the  rebel  wounded  had  been  carried  away. 
One  inan  was  found  under  a  tree  dreadfully 
bruised  and  crushed,  and  upon  looking  into  the 
tree  above  him,  traces  of  blood  were  discovered 
on  a  limb,  where  he  had  evidently  posted  him- 
self to  pick  off  our  men  at  his  leisure. 

After  the  first  slight  advance  in  the  morning, 
the  corps  lay  quiet  throughout  the  day,  content 
to  forego  the  perilous  sport  of  picket-tiring,  and 
seek  in  the  shade  some  relief  from  the  scorch- 
ing rays  of  the  sun.  A  single  battery  in  General 
Gteary's  division  was  aJled  into  requisition  to 
assist  the  Fourth  corps,  and  with  this  exception, 
the  right  wing  maintained  a  dignified  suence. 
On  the  extreme  right  a  portion  of  the  Third 
division  was  refused,  to  assist  the  "  dismounted  " 
in  repelling  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by 
guerrillas  upon  our  populous  and  ponderous 
trains  in  that  vicinity ;  but  all  apprehensions  of 
attack,  in  that  quarter  proved  groundless. 

The  extreme  of  the  right  wing  extends  south- 
ward to  th|t  latitude  of  Neal  Dow,  a  station  on 
the  railroad  about  three  miles  below  Marietta, 
and  in  the  morning  the  sun  rises  directly  on  our 
front.  How  desperately  the  rebels  cling  to 
Kenesaw,  with  this  long  line  on  their  flank,  may 
be  seen  from  this  statement  But  they  can 
scarcely  be  blamed.  With  Kenesaw  Ihey  aban- 
don the  last  peak  of  the  great  mountain  ranges 
through  which  they  have  struggled  so  long, 
and  where,  it  was  supposed,  we  would  find  the 
key  and  heart  of  their  strength,  and  go  down 
into  the  thick  woods  of  Georgia,  where  they 
can  no  longer  see  their  foe,  but  must  grope  in 
the  dark  for  their  via  dolorosa  to  the  Gulf. 

June  25th. — ^The  work  of  our  army  to-day 
amounted  to  just  nothing;  during  the  entire 
day  the  contending  armies  rested  in  their  rifle- 
pits,  and  beneath  their  "  pup  tents,"  contenting 
themselves  with  an  occasional  shot  to  remina 
each  other  that  they  were  still  there,  and  had 
not  evacuated  their  works.  No  more  noise  was 
caused  by  the  entire  army  tlian  would  be  pro- 
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duced  by  a  dozen  sportsmen  in  a  forest  where 
game  was  plenty,  Our  skirmishers,  I  under- 
stand, were  ordered  to  fire  but  occasionally,  and 
the  enemy  manifested  no  desire  to  provoke  a 
severe  skirmish  along  the  line.  Why  this 
order  was  given  I  know  not,  bat  knowing  ones 
assert  that  it  was  to  give  the  enemy  an  impres- 
sion that  we  were  short  of  ammunition,  and 
thereby  induce  them  to  come  out  of  their  works 
and  attack  as.  If^this  was  the  object,  it  faUed, 
for  no  attack  was  made.  At  seven  p.  m.,  six  or 
eight  shots  were  tired  at  Kenesaw  by  l^IcPher- 
son's  artillery,  but  they  called  forth  no  response. 

During  the  night,  however,  the  quietade  was 
broken  hy  pretty  sharp  skirmishing,  lasting 
from  ten  o'clock  until  reveille  this  morning. 
The  loss,  however,  was  very  Hght  The  rest  to- 
day has  been  fully  appreciated  by  the  over-taxed 
surgeons  at  the  hospitals,  who  for  many  davs 
have  been  on  duty  n^ht  and  day,  dressing  the 
wounds  of,  and  caring  for  the  sufferers  under 
their  charge. 

In  the  absence  of  skirmishing,  bolh  armies 
h&ve  occupied  the  dav  in  erecting  new,  and 
strengthening  their  old  works.  The  lijies  are 
now  so  close  before  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth 
corps  that  the  skirn\ishers  in  their  rifle-pits  keep 
up  a  lively  conversation  with  each  other. 

The  intense  heat  which  b^na  to  prevail  at 
this  season  of  the  year  in  this  latitude  was,  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  well-nigh  at  its  maximum. 
Staff  officers  lay  in  their  marquees  or  booths, 
endeavoring  to  kill  time  with  such  vile  "com- 
missary" as  could  be  got,  and  ancient  news- 
papers, and  the  pickets  only  occasionally  roused 
themselves  from  a  comfortable  nap  in  their  litUe 
trenches,  peered  out  over  the  small  heaps  of 
dirt  which  lay  between  their  heads  and  rebel 
bullets,  and  fired  off  a  gun  at  random,  to  keep  up 
appearances,  and  again  subsided.  Has  it  never 
occurred  to  any,  one  that  this  campaign  is  a 
very  slow  one  ?  To  those  who  are  uninitiated 
and  have  not  the  key  to  strategies  and  policies, 
the  reason  for  this  slowness  does  not  appear. 
The  heated  term  is  already  inaogurated,  and 
active  operations  are  weekly  becoming  more 
tedious  by  reason  of  the  heat  Rebel  prisoners 
almost  unanimously  say  there  is  very  little  to 
offer  a  substantial  resistance  to  our  march  into 
Atlanta,  after  gettmg  to  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  tbe  men  are  eager  for  a  battle  to  end  the 
campaign.  Are  we  wai^g  for  something  to 
turn  up? 

These  have  not  been  taken  in  any  consider- 
able numbers  of  late,  but  representatives  from 
all  States  and  regiments  are  lound  in  the  small 
squads  that  are  picked  up  now  and  then.  They 
all  present  the  same  general  appearance.  An 
observer  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  listless, 
jaded  motions  and  sallow  countenances  with 
which  these  men  come  among  us,  as  of  those 
whose  spirits  are  broken,  whose  hopes  are  few, 
and  who  have  no  heart  for  the  fight.  Prisoners 
and  deserters  alike  wear  the  countenances  and 
speak  the  words  of  men  who  have  been  over- 
worked ;  of  men  who  have  been  duped  by  fait 


beeches  into  a  service  which  promised  gnil 
ngs  and  yielded  nothing  but  disappointment; 
of  men  whose  minds  and  muscle  nave  been 
goaded  by  a  lavish  use  of  stimulantB  to  a  few* 
ish  activity,  and  who  are  now  sufierine  tin 
inevitable  reaction  and  languor  which  tolbv 
unnatural  devation  They  aet  Hke  men  ^tAt^ 
are  Ihoroughly  tired,  worn-  out  and 
We  have  as  little  to  hope  from  the  desertaft 
the  rebels,  nor  have  the  latter  much  to  1m 
from  the  prisoners  we  may  return  to  ^em  I 
exchange,  for,  in  the  rough  phrase  of 
alike,  "  Tne^  don't .  care  a  cuss,  so  theiy 
^t  out  of  it  and  get  home."  A  very  unp 
ising  confession  from  tiiose  who  are  looked  M 
as  me  material  out  of  which  to  ereot  new  ad^ 
thriving  States.  •  iS 

It  is  amusing  to  w^jtnese  the  demonsiiitt^f 
with  which  our  boys  receive  rebel  deseiti^ 
into  the  lines  on  certain  oocaeions.  When  tp* 
armies  are  lying  very  close  together,  as 
often  are,  in  battle  Imes,  the  disaffected 
contrive  to  steal  out  unnoticed  for  a 
though  they  are  generally  discovered  and 
on  l^fore  reachL^  our  lines.  As  soon  m 
soldiers  see  them  coming,  they  appreciate 
sitaation  at  once,  and  cannot  resist  the 
tion  to  jump  wp  ftom  behind  their 
though  at  the  unminent  risk  of  their 
waving  their  hats  and  shouting,  **  Good 
good  boy!"  "Come  In  out  of  the  mbl 
*•  You're  our  man  I"  •*  You're  making  got 
time!"  etc.  The  first  word  of  salutatiea.  Iji 
**  Got  any  tobacco,  reb :"  The  returned  {mmS 
gal,  just  escaped  from  ihe  husks  of  the  ref 
is  than  treated  to  the  fatted  calf,  the  bard' 
and  coffee,  which  latter  is  to  him  a 
indeed. 

I  lately  met  Dr.  Lucius  Culver,  of  tiie 
first  Ohio,  under  circumstances  so  creditaljle 
himself,  and  so  agreeable,  in  contrast  to 
investing  the  case  of  another  member  of 
profession,  which  have  been  heretofore  i 
in  this  correspondence,  that  I  cannot 
to  mention  it  The  Doctor  had  been  ^ 
ill  for  many  dinrs—  much  more  fit  to  go  tD 
hospital  than  the  field — and  yet,  beeaoaa 
regiment  would  be  left  without  medical 
ance  entirelv,  by  his  absence,  he  pemsiCed 
staving  with  it,  sharing  all  the  nardsh^ 
inclement  weather,  bad  roads,  and  bad  te«^^ 
lowing  it 'in  the  camp  and  into  the  liiieof  ^ 
and  giving  personal  attention  to  the  w< 
men  as  they  were  brought  in,  and  before  IM 
were  taken  in  the  ambukncee  to  the  hoepitalfi 
the  rear.  Though  every  one  knows  how  M 
portant  it  is  that  a  surgeon  should  have  a  •Oo4 
mind  in  a  sound  bodv,  in  order  to  give  tlie  Ism 
energies  of  both  to  me  relief  of  the  patiMrt,  w| 
how  depressing  an  effect  the  douded  ftM4 
physician  who  may  be  soured  witii  his 
ills  often  has  on  a  sensitive  sufferer, 
every  one  who  has  seen,  as  I  have,  men 
to  death  while  being  carried  from  the'fl 
the  hospitiil,  from  the  lack  of  a  surgeon  Am&\ 
hand  to  tvrist  a  tight  bandage  round  tlM  Hal 
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j!*nLg  £l*e  trial  in  the  United  StMten  Circuit  Court, 
.  uniunated  jesfUsrdAy  in  tiie  conviction  of  Wil- 
-^intth  for  piracy,  as  oue  of  the  crew  of  the  JeJ^ 
•  4  grv.'ftt  de*i  of  ciocumcntary  ovidenc4^  to  show 

My  «*t  t»oce*5icm  was  ofTored  in  evidence  by  the 

"i  for   defence — avowedly   takt-n   from    Frank 

r»rhJi*un  Record,  and  rct.iiive<l  by  Judges Grior 

ji«i-lU*d«r  who  presided.     This  is  a  remarkable 

n>r^i  to  the  work  rn  question,  but  not  higlier  Uian 

u  Inim  the  fuhies-3  and  fairneas  of  ili*  varied  in- 
v'wtt  r»j^**X'ting  tb«  origin  and  progress  of  the 

han.  It  is  t/i€  firtt  time  in  Ittjal  and  litcrarii 
I*  y^  tkai  a  hook  not  %f€t  compUte<l  has  bctn  so  8tamj>' 
H   ^'i  oitihe^it^ty^  qm  to  be  admitted  (u  exUienct  in  a 

cf  iar,  attd  on  a  triol  for  a  cap^iai  offencey — 

hiMA^  Oct,  26.  1861. 

.''-  p-eat  P'i^aybt,  Carlyle,  calU  history  *  diFtilled 
p**im,'    Tfte   R^Uion  Hf^rtrd,  then,  iji  a  model  [ 
.  Ic  ift  &nbji:ijta  the  journalfl  of  the  day,  with  all  I 

t^.»jrnLiiis,  {%  wor*i  which  has  become  an  emphatic 
la  *'or  fah^hoodS)  iheir  rumoi^,  and  llieir  rc- 
Ui  iitf  crndbln  of  time,  and  whatever  endines 

•rj  t^t,  it  classifies  and  put-i  into  convenient 
•r  •,ne>t?rv*ition  and  reference."  ! 

•  fer  t!ie  mo*'i  raluable  perlodiv-al  connected  with  ; 
IS  the  FC^Uion  Record,     It  is  destined  to  he- 
' '«?  sttadard  authority  of  the  war.     To  any  one 
d  ni  ixre-^rring  a  record  of  the  conflict  at^  it  , 
a.ao»,  it  fca  taToluable." — Indianapolis  Jonmal.     \ 

*•  Ht^U^fHi  Record,  giving,  as  it  does,  every  pro- , 
«-*,  n*e=Atgc  or  paper  that  i.s  of  real   import- . 
■il  ixarrattiig  concisely,  yet  clearly,  all  that  either  ; 
■•  a^.-eomp'iu'iied,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
t  if -i-c  lo  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  exact  status 
'.  r»     m    oar   country.'* — PorUmouth    {N.   H.) 

V*  nZ\  Lre   the  great  treasury  from  which  the 
Lua<>ri,m  will  di-aw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
■4  ^t  c»  TTt  to  write  «  history  of  the  great  robcl- 
— ^  ilrii-'rVui   [ti.'^triulor^  Philadt'lpkia. 

*V*t'  wfij  wi:jh  to  preserTe  a  complete  and 

XM  t^ticiry  of  the  great  struf^gle,  from  the  effects 

*■   --i  ooroaittry  is  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 

-  'Itrefiee,  tiii^  work  will  commend  itself.  We 
«'^  U  u  the  moHt  ralnable  work  that  visita  our 
I    ^^HtmftA'i-  Courier ^  Okio. 

•  '  W  work  b  considered  the  standard  authority  of 
i^  and  «  ^-mtplete  reference-book  in  relation  to 
■v»y  of  the  redeUiofC^'—Sieubenville  (0.)  Daily 
i 

'  *  *  .rmtenlA  of  tliia  work,  uified  from  a  variety  of 

1,  tBsifetiUiCe  the  very  beat  memoires  pour  servir 

«er»,  fffjt  of  which  the  future  Bancrofts,  Macau* 

iarf  Pre^otts  wiJJ  draw  their  beat  materials.'* — 

—  I  Wi».  \  WeeHy  J&umaL 

^'m  details  of  the  Record  are  not  hastily  gathered 
tv.  aewapapen  of  the  day,  but  are  chosen  out 
^riibeatiofi  after  ibcir  value  has  become  known* 


and  whenever  it  is  pmcticrtble,  official  copie?  ftre»ecur» 
ed.  In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  material  is  beinj];  eoK 
lected,  which  in  afler-tinu;H  will  illustmte  the  rebellion, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fuhie^ts  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natnrni  historv  can 
rival."— P^fV.  BulUim, 

**  A  good  evidence  of  the  vahie  of  the  RtbfUtim 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  hu!*  b<en  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  wua  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  us  it  has  also  been  in  tliia 
city." — N.   Y.  Comuufciul  Adi'^rtiaer. 

**  "The  court"*,  the  dep.'irtments,  ;nid  th«*  jireri^i  con- 
tinually quote  the  liebiWion  litct'vA  ;  )ri-l«.iio:iUtudefit8 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  nse;  uliil*-  every  citizen, 
however  little  of  a  reader,  fiiid>  it  as  useful  a,s  a  dic- 
tionary, gazetteer  or  bhie-hook.'' — B<Md<>n   Tr'i/*\trij4. 

*•  It  is  an  eany  matter  to  attain,  without  i-eally  de- 
serving it,  a  i";ur  reputiiliou  for  truthfulness  and  general 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  R*beUfOn 
R<Cind  has  actpiired  is  not  of  this  suporfi<  ial  charac- 
ter; it  has  b<'i:n  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  closest 
eriticisnj  and  comjiaiison  with  ofticial  mid  other 
authorities,  and  in  every  cjtse  hafl  come  out  tiiumph- 
ant.  It  has  been  oui  own  duty,  duiinf;:;  a  few  month* 
pa*^!,  to  collate  every  important  fact  given  in  ii^  pages 
with  other  collections  of  material  of  anjple  extent,  and 
mainly  othcial  in  character,  and  we  have  yet  to  find 
the  fiist  important  en  or." — .V.   1'.  IJjramivfv. 

Its  Impartiality. 

"Kveiv  document  bearing  upon  tlie  great  crisi.s, 
wlictlier  emanating  from  the  iVorth  or  South,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Every  iraportiuU  event,  from  the 
first  unfurling  of  the  rebel  fljig  at  Charleston,  is  re- 
corded, with  the  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
ed from  the  press.  Most  of  tlie  poetry  which  the 
conflict  has  inspired  is  puljlisiied.'' — Albajiy  E^tniuy 
Jouruul. 

**It3  contents  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  trotjj  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
counts, 80  a.s  fairly  to  exhibit  all  views  of  the  ques- 
tion."— IVilluddph  ia  Pre^. 

*'  It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narmtions 
and  expressions  of  opinion,  taken  chiefly  from  tlie  daily 
newspapers  of  all  partd  of  the  Union.'* —  Wnshlngtoii 
Globe. 

•'  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  has  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
Bide,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  casea 
giving  his  authority." — Providence  Press. 

*'  It  is  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  permanent 
interest.  Conununicating  statements  from  both  sides 
on  all  tlie  questions  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time,  while  to  the 
future  historian  it  will  prove  invaluable." — Oettysburgh 
(Pa.)  Mvang.  Review. 

"  It  is  as  remarkable  for  the  industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  ita  perfect  impartiality." — Lovi^- 
tills  Journal. 
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tmm  ae  poeaible,  will  be  able  to  appreciate 
'    '  i  w(^7  Belf-denial  Bpoken  of  above. 


THB  Aa&kVUt  as  KEKESAW. 

D*8  operations  in  Georgia,  Atlanta  ward, 
i|B0t  heea  marked  by  one  of  those  desper- 
iHb  upon  ^e  enemj  in  an  intrenched 
.  which  have  been  tried  so  often  by 
iinnie8,and  with  such  nniform  bad  sue- 
This  one  was  short,  sharp,  and  bitter, 

0  fiur  as  the  objects  to  be  attained  were 
.  ,an  unbroken  failure.  Ten  brigadea 
into  storming  columns,  assaulted  and 

K  repulsed,  leaving  two  thounand  men  hors 
imiAaL    Several  of  the  brigades  fell  back  to 
rwt)^8,  close  at  hand,  occupied  in  the  mom- 
majority  retired  but  a  short  distance 
'la  line  in  advance  of  aU  others.     AJl 
I  supreme  gallantry  and  struggled  after 
I  was  hopeless,  and  then  accepted  fail- 
[good  Bcudiers  do,  without  loss  of  de- 

I  or  cheerfulness. 

» the  lessons  of  this  war  seem  to  render 

tiency  of  storming  heavy  earthworks 

under    all     circumstances,  there  are 

I  reached  in  active  operations,  wliere  the 

to  be  gained  may  well  counterbal- 

ifltt  scruples  of  the  most  cautious  General, 

0  careful  of  the  lives  of  his  men  as  Sher- 

j  proven.     It  would  have  been  the  deli- 

I  of  folly  to  assault  the  works  of  Johnston 

to  the  time  bis  lines  were  enveloped 

f  DOW  are,  for  if  we  had  been  fortunate 

_  L  to  secure  the  slender  chance  of  success, 

rvttgled  army  would  have  been  confronted 

'    '  chain  of  earthworks  equally  strong. 

oi  Malakofif  and  its  sister  forts, 

^ol ;  we  should  only  have  gained  a 

1  and  narrow  belt  of  forest  and  field  in  a 
t  wOdemess.    But  we  had  pushed  John- 

ihm  several  heavy  paraUels  by  the  mighty 
of   onr   army.    Long  lines  of  his 

^  g^narded  by  the  science  of  the 

'  against  enfilading,  were  enfiladed  and 

Gross-fires  robbed  them  of  the  bold 

\  their  centre  first  confronted  us  near 

The  weight  of  our  army  on  the  left 

lah^h  moontain  on  the  r%ht.    Their 

\  pushed  back  until  Kenesaw  Moun- 

the  apex  of  their  lines,  forming 

*i%fai  angle.     Marietta,  in  the  rear  of 

e  two  or   three  miles,  was  threat- 

the  west  and  south  by  our  right. 

^  idhready  constricted,  could  yield  no 

—  \  without    placing    his  centre  in 

^  and  80  he  seems  determined  to 

ment  position  in  spite  of  the  dangers 

J  present  circumscribed  disposition  of 

IflDtails,  be  erected  the  heaviest  works 

I  yet  enconntered,  and  settled  himself 

bow  we  would  unravel  the  toils. 

dtion    was   cramped    before  the 

I  tweniy-eeveoth  (and  became  even 

"  I  that,  since  on  some  portions  of 

l4i9  aShranoed  our  treuches),  his  occa- 

15 


sional  assaults  to  retake  commanding  position*) 
clearly  evince. 

For  two  or  three  days  preceding  the  assault, 
but  little  firing  occurred  along  the  lines.  We 
had  forced  oiu:  way  some  distance  up  the  east- 
em  slope  of  Kenesaw.  and  reached  its  northern 
and  eastern  bases.  The  rebel  wings,  posted  on 
advantageous  ridges,  behind  heavy  works,  with 
frequent  lunettes,  and  almost  impracticable  aba- 
tis, were  closely  invested  by  ours,  in  trenches 
quite  equal  to  any  attack  the  enemy  could  make. 
The  salients  of  the  hostile  works  were  within  a 
few  himdred  yards  of  each  other  in  some 
places,  and  at  such  points  no  skirmisher  could 
advance  from  his  parapet  without  being  pinned, 
as  long  as  daylight  lasted,  to  the  tree  or  rock 
behind  which  he  sought  refuge.  At  such  a 
juncture,  when  the  opposing  lines  confront  each 
other  so  closely,  an  advance  of  any  kind  must 
take  the  shape  of  an  assault  It  was  necessary, 
if  we  wished  to  advance  further  directly  in 
front,  to  pierce  the  enemy's  fortifications  at 
some  poin^  hold  it  and  by  enfilading  adjacent 
works,  or  imperilling  some  portion  of  his  lines, 
compel  him  to  retreat,  or  assault  in  return  for 
its  recapture.  As  to  the  practicability  of  flank 
movements,  that  is  a  question  still  undecided ; 
and  one  upon  which  any  speculations  would  be 
foolish  or  harmful — absurd  if  bungling  and  on 
false  premises ;  and  dangerous  if  built  upon  cor- 
rect grounds  and  sanctioned  by  the  conditions 
of  mOitary  success. 

The  assault  of  the  twenty-seventh  was  in- 
tended to  cripple  Johnston  beyond  the  hope  of 
recovery;  and  his  complete  destruction,  if  it 
succeeded,  was  not  impossible.  If  the  assault 
made  bv  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  corps  had 
succeeded,  the  troops  comprising  the  centre  of 
the  enemy  at  Kenesaw  Mountain  would  have 
been  cut  off  from  retreat;  and  a  position  ob- 
tained in  the  midst  of  the  rebel  lines  must  have 
wrought  fatal  confusion  among  them,  and  en- 
forced a  retreat  which  a  vigorous  pursuit  would 
have  rendered  an  overwhelming  disaster.  If 
Logan's  brigades  had  carried  Little  Kenesaw, 
the  precipitate  withdrawal  of  Johnston  beyond 
the  Chattahoochee  was  equally  well  assured ; 
for,  from  that  knob.  Marietta  and  miles  of  the 
rebel  intrenchments  would  be  at  the  mercy  of 
oinr  guns.  Such  could  be  the  result  of  a  suc- 
cessful assault ;  and  I  fancy,  few  men  of  mili- 
tary propensities  will  deny  that  the  game  was 
worth  the  candle. 

Our  army  was  very  compactly  disposed  along 
the  rebel  lines,  and  in  such  plain  view  from  the 
towering  Kenesaw,  that  I  have  a  higher  regard 
for  the  discipline  of  the  rebel  guimers  since 
they  refrained  for  so  many  days  from  tearing 
the  tompions  from  the  muzzles  of  their  guns, 
and,  in  spite  of  orders,  tiring  every  round  they 
could  lay  hands  on.  For  two  or  three  days, 
however,  preceding  the  assault,  they  opened 
from  the  crest  of  the  mountain  with  eight  guns, 
hurling  grape  and  shrapnel  in  the  valley  below, 
filled  witti  our  army  and  its  material. 

Quiet,  pastoral  Kenesaw  was  transformed  into 
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•  volcano,  the  smoke  drifting^  up  in  apearl-graj/ 
^  pendulous  volume,  and  breaking  into  graceM 
^  garlands  as  it  ascended,  like  the  clouds  from  the 
ups  of  a  dreamy  senorita.  Their  missiles  were 
not  very  damaging,  the  difficulty  lying  in  the  fact 
that  the  guns  could  not  be  depressed  sufficiently 
to  play  upon  our  troops  at  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain, while  the  thousand  fields  whitened  by  our 
wagons,  though  painfully  distinct  to  their  vision, 
were  just  beyond  the  range  of  their  ferruginous 
bull-dogs.  Sometimes  their  guns  would  sud- 
denly burst  out,  after  several  hours'  quietness, 
with  one  startling  volley,  the  thunder  of  the 
several  reports  combined  in  one.  Sometimes  the 
lanyards  were  pulled  consecutively,  and  the 
throbbing  vibrations  smote  the  ear  at  uniform 
intervals,  and  the  smoke-clouds  from  the  guns 
floated  up  in  echeUm,  When  the  evenings  were 
cloudy  the  fiery  gleam  of  the  guns  was  caught 
by  the  purple  nimbus — the  drop-curtain  of  the 
stars — that  hovered  behind  the  crest,  and  was 
reflected  back  to  our  eyes  like  a  glare  of  tiiat 
stealthy,  noiseless  lightning  that  often  smears 
the  horizon  of  a  sullry  night 

The  day  preceding  the  assault  there  was 
almost  an  absolute  silence  along  the  lines.  No 
armies  ever  needed  rest  more  than  those  that  lay 
so  near  each  other,  each  apparently  disdaining 
to  throw  away  another  shot  Skirmishing  was 
no  longer  a  vivacious  pastime,  because  the 
enemy  could  no  longer  be  driven  by  it  from  field 
and  slope.  The  stnfe  could  no  longer  swell  to 
^  the  thunderous  verge  of  battle,  faff  to  a  lively 
racket,  or  dwindle  to  the  measured  pattering 
which  this  army,  after  its  experience  during  this 
eventful  and  toilsome  campaign,  would  call  a 
silence.  The  skirmish  was  out  of  date ;  every 
soldier  felt  it  to  be  so,  and  for  once  hisxifle 
oontained  the  same  charce  twenty^our  hours. 

The  preparations  for  l£e  assault  were  few  and 
si mple.  Sherman's  army  is  an  instrument  always 
carefully  tuned  for  battle.  Hie  enemy  has  found 
it  so,  for  there  is  always  method  in  its  disoord 
when  they  fret  the  strings,  and  ita  leaders  never 
strike  up  a  heroic  march  without  drawing  forth 
an  eloquent  response.  Now,  however,  a  rattling 
bravura  was  to  be  played,  which  wonld  not  only 
test  its  capacity  for  brilliant  dynamics^  but  the 
tenacity  of  the  strings  themselves.  When 
Generals  transport  but  a  single  tent,  and  line 
officers  carry  their  effects  on  their  arm ;  when,  in 
abort  an  army  moves  with  such  few  encumb- 
brances  as  that  of  Sherman,  home  is  just  where 
it  chances  to  halt,  and  nothing  in  the  line  of 
duty  can  take  it  by  surprise,  or  occassion  any 
delay  between  the  delivery  of  the  order  and  its 
execution. 

During  the  few  days  of  almost  tacit  truce  that 
preceded  the  twenty-seventh,  the  strength  of 
tiie  enemy's  works,  their  general  configuration, 
and  the  probability  of  their  being  strongly  held, 
were  carefully  noted  and  weighed.  The  points 
selected  for  assault  were  practicable,  and  were 
vitally  important  to  Johnston's  safety  north  of 
the  Chattahoochee.  It  was  decided  to  assault 
the  rebel  right  and  left;  centre,  and  at  the.  same 


time  fed  his  wings  strongly,  without,  however, 
resorting  to  storming  columns  in  the  latter  en* 
terprise.  Logan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  four 
brigades  to  carry  Little  Elenesaw,  which  he 
selected  from  his  divisions, andplaced nnder the 
command  of  Genend-  Morgan  L.  Smith.  New- 
ton's division  of  the  Fourth  corps  was  chosen  to 
assault  a  ridge  on  the  enemy's  left  centre,  and  a 
short  distance  further  to  the  left,  a  salient  in  the 
enemy's  line  was  chosen,  which  Davis  should 
carry.  Accordingly,  Sundav  night  Davis'  divi- 
sion, accompanied  by  Baird's,  which  was  intend- 
ed to  act  as  a  support,  left  their  position  at  the 
Dase  of  Big  Kenesaw,  and  moved  to  the  right  of 
the  Fourm  corps,  closing  iq>  closely  on  its 
right  flank.  There  was, in  facta  general  extoh 
sion  of  the  line  to  the  right,  every  corps  moving 
more  or  less  troops  in  that  direction. 

The  Fifteenth#corps  furnished  for  the  aasanlt 
the  brigades  of  General  Giles  Smith,  General 
Lightburn,  Colonel  Walcutt  and  detachments 
commanded  by  General  C.  R.  Wood,  fiom  flie 
three  brigades  of  Osterhaus'  division.  Light- 
bum  was  selected  to  carry  the  western  slope  oi 
the  hill ;  Giles  Smith  to  charge  it  directly  in 
fr6nt;  Walcutt  to  reach  the  top  through  the 
narrow  gorge  that  divides  Little  from  Big  Keo- 
esaw,  and  General  Wood  to  act  as  an  immedate 
support  At  eieht  o'clock,  the  hour  designated 
for  the  assault  me  brigades  pushed  boldly  out 
from  their  trenches,  formed  in  four  lines,  and  in 
splendid  order, and  at  a  quickstep,  pushed  bold- 
ly toward  the  enemy's  works.  In  a  moment  our 
skirmishers  engaged  those  of  the  enemy,  but 
without  pausing  save  to  kill  those  who  refused 
to  surrender  (and  there  were  some  stabbomfd- 
lows  who  roundlv  refused  to  live  anv  bnger), 
they  swept  on,  behind  them  the  serried  lines  of 
our  lads,  colors  flying,  and  the  alignments  un- 
wavering. The  enemy  opened  fieroelv  from 
Big  and  Little  Kenesaw,  but  the  column  advanced 
in  superb  order  until  it  struck  a  swampy  tract, 
covered  with  a  clinging  thicket  of  thorny  bushes. 
Through  tiiis,  in  mud  knee-deep,  the  brigades 
forced  their  impetuous  way,  and  the  necessary 
disorder  of  the  column  was  speedily  retrieved, 
when  it  emerged  from  this  fearful  bar  to  success. 
Through  a  tempest  of  iron  the  advance  was  re- 
sumed, the  troops  breaking  into  a  cheer  and  a 
run,  and  dashing  over  the  stony  sides  of  Little 
Kenesaw  without  faltering.  As  the  difficulties  of 
the  ground  increased,  the  fearful  clangor  from 
the  enemy's  trenches  was  heightened  and  be- 
came more  and  more  prolonged.  Over  their 
yellow  rifle-pits  the  blue  tufts  of  musketry 
danced  wildly,  and  the  whirling  spheres  of  vapor 
from  ^eir  masked  artillery,  curled  up  as  tightly 
as  cocoons,  seemed  to  start  out  hideously  from 
the  foliage  of  the  knob.  From  right  and  left, 
down  the  slopes  of  Big  Kenesaw  and  along  the 
ridges  to  the  west  of  the  point  of  assault,  the 
enemv  poured  his  forces,  emptying  his  adjacent 
trendies  to  confront  us  at  the  point  of  danger. 
The  brigades  charing  the  flanks  of  the  moun- 
tain, subjected  to  a  most  cruel  and  destructive 
cross-fire,  after  repeated  and  heroic  efforts,  Med 
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tx  reach  the  crest,  and  retired  in  combarative 
fo)rder  to  die  best  co.ver  they  conla  obtain 
near  febe  base  of  the  hUL  The  brigade  of  Giles 
Sooith,  however,  dashed  ahea^,  no  longer  a  col- 
man  but  a  swarm  of  men,  and  poured  up  to  the 
twy  crest  of  the  hill,  passing  over  the  enemy's 
irst  trenches  and  abatis,  where  two  color-bearers 
M;  bat,aJas,  to  find  jnst  as  tiiey  gained  the 
iramrit,  die  enemy  in  another  and  stronger  line, 
potted  on  a  slight  ridge,  not  perceptible  until  tiie 
pkteca  oi  the  mountain  Was  reached.  The 
frnh  tioe  opened  with  a  voUey,  and  the  blast  of 
doth  swelled  into  a  hurricane.  The  brigade 
dowly  fdl  back,  while  the  enemy,  attempting  to 
porsoe,  was  met  by  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from 
oor  trenches  imd  hastily  driven  back.  About 
ti^  men  of  this  brigade  took  refuge  behind  a 
k<%e  of  Tocks,  where  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
ftey  (kre  not  expose  so  much  as  a  finger.  Oc- 
odooally  one  or  two  would  attempt  to  dash 
duwn  the  hill  and  run  the  gauntlet,  but  of  all 
who  attempted  this,  not  one  escaped.  At  the 
Mae  time  the  enemy  was  unable  to  come  forth 
affii  capture  them,  for  every  man  was  covered  by 
a  hundred  Federal  muskets,  carefuUy  poised  on 
Dfir  trenches  for  their  protection. 

Under  the  cover  of  our  artillery  a  position 
Beveral  hundred  yards  in  advance  was  fortified 
lod  held  by  the  brigades  just  repulsed.  So 
little  were  the  troops  shaken  by  the  failure, 
ftat  General  Morgan  L.  Smith  proposed  tcj  make 
notber  assault  at  two  p.  m.  ;  but  the  Command- 
ing General  refused  to  permit  it  These  were 
the  veterans  of  Vicksbnrg,  and  universaUv  they 
pronounced  the  ground  chc^^d  over  innnitelv 
Boie  difficult  Uian  that  at  Vicksburg.  The  ad- 
nuced  position  taken,  left  the  swampy  tiiicket 
to  the  rear,  and  indeed,  included  portions  of  the 
rife^nts  on  the  enemy's  skimush  lines.  At 
Boon  General  Dodge  closed  upon  the  left  of  the 
Ingades,  and  firing  during  the  aftem&on  was 
wQtoiy,  the  guns  on  Kenesaw  opening 
oecasJooaDy  and  eliciting  a  mi>st  vigorous  reply. 
Ii  the  evening  our  brass  bands  played  a  lively 
■kction  of  patriotic  airs,  which  must  have 
waoded  the  least  little  bit  malicious  to  the  -John- 
Bet,  who  were  prone  to  dnagine  that  we  were 
terribly  cat  up,  in  spirits,  as  weU  as  men. 

The  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  corps— the 
ftyidi  centre  of  the  army — were  called  upon 
to  give  fresh  proof  of  their  vabr.  These  two 
eorpt.  though  originally  in  front  of  Kenesaw,  had 
be«i  pufiJ)^  by  the  converging  advance  of  our 
snjto  the  soutiiward  of  mat  frowning  peak, 
fte  noble  Fourth  corps,  though  by  heavy  odds 
fte  heaviest  snfFerer  in  the  army,  was  one  of  the 
&rae  from  which  an  assault  was  demanded. 
Tbe  bovB  were  tired  of  heavy  skirmishing — 
te  had  grown  tedious  and  lost  its  excitement 
-afid  I  twheve  when  they  were  appriseid  that 
tbev  corps  were  to  fnmish  two  or  three  assault- 
iogcohmms,  ^ey  received  the  intelligence  with 
t  nick  interest — ^notiiii^  more.  This  thing 
flf  ofimg  and  being  kil^  had  become  an 
•vQy  day  aflair ;  every  platoon  in  the  corps  had 
lied  freely  smce  the  campaign  opened.    They 


felt,  probablv,  as  all  veterans  must  feel,  some  ap- 
prehension for  the  result  of  an  assault  upon  a 
neavily-fortified  enemy — ^bnt  none  for  them- 
selves. 

Early  in  the  gray  of  morning  the  preparations 
for  the  assault  commenced,  the  first  symptom 
being  an  unusually  early  breakftist.  There  was 
no  evidence  in  the  movements  or  bearing  of 
the  men  that  they  were  soon  to  essay  "  the 
deadly  imminent  breach,"  though  they  must 
have  been  conscious  that  the  task  laid  out  for 
them  was  one  which  none  but  men  hoping  to 
meet  death  would  covet.  Between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  the  lines  were  formed — Newton's 
division,  consisting  of  Generals  Wagner's,  Kim- 
ball's and  Barker's  brigades,  being  selected  as  the 
storming  parties.  Kimball's  being  on  the  left  and 
somewhat  retired,  to  act  as  a  support  to  the 
other  two.  Wagner  held  the  centre,  and  Harker 
the  right  Wood's  and  Stanley's  divisions  of  the 
Fourth  corps  furnished  supports  on  the  flanks 
of  l^e  assaulting  brigades,  but  they  were  not 
engaged,  and  their  loss  was  trifling. 

This  splendid  brigade,  composed  of  the  For- 
tieth Indiana,  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  Ninety- 
seventh  Ohio,  Twen^-sixth  Ohio,  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  and  Twenty-eighth  Kentucky,  was 
thrown  into  a  column  of  regimental  divisions, 
thus  giving  the  brigade  a  front  of  two  com- 
panies and  a  depth  of  thirty  lines.  The  advance 
regiment  was  the  Fortieth  Indiana,  commailded 
by  the  fearless  Blake.  The  column  was  formed 
in  good  season,  and  during  the  brief  respite  that 
ensued  before  the  word  charge  was  given,  the 
men  rested  in  their  places  silently,  and  no  one 
would  have  guessed  from  their  undisturbed 
faces,  that  aU  tne  la  tent  gallantry  of  their  natiu*es 
could  be  aroused  and  lashed  into  a  fury  of  hero- 
ism during  the  next  ten  minutes.  Here  was  a 
man  carefully  relaeing  his  shoe,  and  tucking 
away  the  strings,  the  proposition  that  forlorn 
hopes  should  be  well  and  tightly  shod  expressed 
plainly  in  his  movements.  Letters  were  torn 
and  crumpled,  and  thrown  furtively  aside. 
Doubtless  miniatures  came  from  their  hiding- 
places  for  a  moment  that  morning,  but  such 
things  are  done  in  the  army  in  profound  secrecy. 
The  soldier  hates  a  scene,  and  none  more  than 
the  purely  sentimental  variety. 

At  half-past  eight  the  men  n>rang  to  their 
feet,  the  word  mtught  with  death  for  many, 
with  glory  for  all,  had  that  instant  been  given. 
Thirty  consecjutive  lines  of  blue  leaped  forward 
with  impetuous  strides,  making  their  way 
through  the  scattered  trees  and  undergrowth  in 
splendid  order.  Before  them,  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge,  was  the  silent,  and  to  the  sight  untenant- 
ed convex  salient  of  the  enemy's  works  which 
they  were  aiming  for.  They  neared  it  rapidly^ 
their  enthusiasm  rising-  with  every  step,  and 
their  hearts  rising  high  as  each  indistinct  object 
grew  plain,  as  tte  slopes  of  the  parapet  became 
a  mere  furrow,  over  which  it  seemed  they  must 
go.  But  the  next  moment  the  gates  of  hell 
opened  in  their  very  faces.  A  dose,  concentrated, 
withering  blast  of  musketry  swept  over  the 
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front  line,  leaving  it  indented  bat  unwavering ; 
with  the  momentum  of  a  mighty  river,  the 
brigade  swept  on,  until  but  two  hundred  paces 
— ^a  mere  stone's-cast  it  looked— divided  the  as- 
sailants and  the  assailed.  The  musketry  of  the 
enemy  died  to  a  mere  pattering — ^muskets  must 
be  reloaded,  and  this  fact  sometimes  loses 
battles.  But  palisades  and  abatis  must  be 
passed,  and  with  the  next  rebel  volley,  fired  as 
the  fearless  Fortieth  Indiana  reached  a  point 
within  one  hundred  paces  of  their  works,  came 
a  more  awful  thunder.  Squarely  in  the  teeth  of 
the  inspired  brigade  opened  a  battery  of  six 
guns,  belching  forth  grape  and  canister,  every 
shot  ploughing  through  the  devoted  ranks,  and 
the  tnick  fumes  of  their  guns  enveloping  the 
interval  of  ground  over  which  our  brigade  must 
pass.  Every  ball  from  those  guns  enfiladed 
sixty  men,  the  column  of  attack,  as  I  have 
already  said,  being  thirty  lines  deep.  The  front 
lines  shattered  to  pieces,  slackened  the  furious 
onset,  which  brought  those  in  the  rear  jamming 
up  in  one  confused  mass  of  men — confused,  but 
still  bent  on  their  fearfully  grim  and  bloody 
task.  It  was  intended,  when  the  head  of  the 
assaulting  column  reached  a  point  within  pistol- 
shot  of  the  enemy's  parapet,  to  deploy  into  a 
column  of  regiments.  This  was  no  longer  feasi- 
ble, for  organization  was  lost,  and  the  whole 
column  was  a  tightly  closed,  surging  mass  of 
men,  ragged  at  the  edges — but  all  moving  one 
way — toward  the  enemy. 

The  rebel  battery  fired  a  second  volley,  com- 
pletely shattering  Wagner's  column  as  a  col- 
umn, the  cannon  blowing  aside  every  animated 
thing  in  their  front  Masses  of  men  moved  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  range  of  the  battery, 
still  bent  upon  one  object.  Many  struggled  n\) 
within  twenty  vards  of  the  enemy s  works; 
some  penetrated  the  lines  of  palisades  and 
abatis  at  their  baseband  a  devoted  few  plante  1 
the  foot  of  a  Winkelreid  on  the  slope  of  the 
parapet,  but  the  assault  had  failed — ^failed  hero- 
ically, in  less  time  than  I  have  taken  to  relate  it 
For  nearly  an  hour  portions  of  the  brigade  held 
points  within  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  line,  but 
all  such  were  thinned  out  by  the  deadly  rifle- 
man, who,  nearly  secure  himself,  was  at  liberty 
to  indulge  in  the  uncommon  luxury  of  gloating 
over  a  foe,  bnfore  firing  with  cool,  deliberata, 
and  unerring  aim.  As  the  remnants  of  the  bri- 
gade started  back,  long  lines  of  rebels  swarmed 
from  their  trenches,  pursuing  rapidly  with  in- 
fernal yells.  They  soon  swarmed  back,  and 
faster  than  they  emerged,  when  our  reserves 
opened  on  them  with  a  Withering  fire  of  small 
arms  and  artillery. 

The  brigade  fell  back  to  the  line  of  works 
vacated  in  the  morning,  leaving  over  two  hun- 
dred killed  and  wounded.  The  proportion  of 
officers  lost  is  larger  than  the  average,  and 
here,  as  elsewhere  during  the  assault,  an  unusual 
number  were  hit  in  the  head.  Wagner's  bri- 
gade left  winter-quarters  last  spring  nearly  two 
thousand  strong,  but  it  was  reduced  to  less 
than  half  that  number,  over  fifty  per   cent 


having  been  killed  and  wounded  during  tlie 
campaign.  General  Wagner  fought  where  he 
always  fights,  at  the  hc^  of  his  brigade,  and 
his  escape  from  hurt  is  almost  miraculous.  Two 
or  three  hours  after  the  assault  his  men  were 
bustling  around  their  camps,  making  their  cof- 
fee, having  already  exhausted  conversation  od 
the  great  ^pic  which  the  morning  had  fumiBhed. 
"  Damn  these  assaults  in  column,  I  heard  cue  of 
them  remark,  as  he  punclied  up  the  blaze  under 
his  coffee,  **  they  make  a  man  more  a&atd  of 
being  trampled  to  death  by  the  rear  lines  than 
he  is  of  the  enemy.  They  might  do  on  a  mar- 
ble floor."  His  comments  would  offend  Jomini 
or  Monteculli ;  but  the  speaker,  as  a  member 
of  one  of  the  advance  regiments  in  the  assault- 
ing column,  had  a  clear  right  to  speak  his  mind. 

The  heaviest  loss  in  the  assault  of  AVagner 
f  ^11  on  the  noble  Fortieth  Indiana,  which  sus- 
tained nearly  one  half  the  casualties  of  the  bri- 
gade. The  regiments  in  the  rear  suffered  but 
slightly. 

It  is  claimed  for  Wagner's  brigade,  and  I 
believe  with  justice,  that  it  was  the  last  of  all 
to  fall  back.  Yet  such,  if  the  fact,  can  have  but 
little  significance.  The  self-same  heroism 
inspired  each  of  the  assaulting  brigades;  all 
did  their  utmost,  and  all  deserve  like  chaplets 
for  their  brilliant  and  not  wholly  unavailing  out- 
bursts of  courage  and  endurance. 

Harker's  bri^tde  held  the  right  of  Newton's 
division,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth, 
Colonel  Opdyke,  in  advance.  Like  Wagner's,  it 
was  deployed  into  a  column  of  divisions,  the 
six  regiments  firming  a  column  iust  thirty  hnes 
deep.  When  the  bu;?Ie  pealed  forth  the  clarion 
note  for  the  advance,  the  brigade  sprang  into 
line,  and  marched  boldly  from  their  trenches, 
sweeping  over  the  enemy's  scattered  pickets, 
and  gaining  the  rifle-pits  where  his  skirmiBhera 
were  posted.  The  enemy  opened  a  terrible  fire 
of  musketry,  grape  and  canister,  but  our  boys 
poured  into  ue  ravine  equidistant  from  the 
hostile  trenches,  and  began  to  ascend  the  slope 
beyond,  fast  becoming  sUppery  with  blood.  At 
this  moment,  a  battery  opened  on  their  right, 
enfilading  the  columm  and  disordering  its  lines, 
without,  however,  lessening  the  impetuosity  of 
the  lais.  Many  swarmed  to  the  rebel  works, 
and  after  vainly  endeavoring  to  scale  the  works, 
took  lodgment  at  their  base,  fighting  desperately 
within  reach  of  each  other  over  the  parapet ;  so 
close  that  several  of  an  advance  regiment  were 
dragged  over  by  the  hair  and  captured. 

The  strugi^le  lasted  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes ;  regiment  after  regiment  planting  its 
colors  on  the  ramparts  only  to  be  driven  back. 
Harker,  the  fearless  and  beloved  commander, 
upon  whose  shoulder  the  star  had  rested  but  a 
brief  month,  fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  head 
of  his  column,  and  died  two  hours  after.  Xo 
one  who  saw  his  cheerfuhiess  on  going  into 
the  fight,  and  his  glorious  bearing  during  the 
action  to  the  moment  he  was  hit,  would  have 
dreamed  that  a  few  hours  before  he  hi^d  quietly 
handed  a  packet  to  a  comrade  not  ssleoted  foi 
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file  aannlt, askiog  him  to  send  it  home.  ''I 
filaD  be  killed,"  said  he,  in  conclusion.  8tout- 
hetrted,  kindly,  noble  Harkerl  such  souls  as 
jonrs  are  the  safety  of  the  country.  The  yawn- 
ii^  rent  in  our  forums  would  have  closed  when 
jou  fen,  with  an  instant  and  thunderous  clang, 
if  a  Qrpe  of  the  richest  treasure  of  the  Repubhc 
were  the  only  sacrifice  demanded.  The  noble 
Irigade  at  last  fell  back,  bringing  their  dying 
chnf  with  them,  leaving  a  fifth  of  their  number 
kiBed  and  wounded  on  the  field;  and  to  the 
eternal  'mhmj  of  the  wretches  who  fought  us 
It  that  point,  several  of  the  latter  were  made 
tngetB  after  our  troops  had  retired .  Lieutenant 
Beobam,  of  Barker's  brigade,  was  one  of  the 
victims,  the  infernal  devils  shooting  at  him 
deliberately,  as  he  lay  bleeding  on  the  ground 
between  the  lines,  and  hitting  him  not  less  than 
fo«r  timee.  This  is  the  only  instance  in  which 
I  obtained  &e  name,  but  many  who  participated 
in  die  assault  assured  me  that  other  wounded 
officers  were  similarly  butchered. 

Kimban's  brigade,  Plough  it  did  not  endeayor 
to  storm  the  rebel  works,  acted  eflSciently  as  a 
Bq>port,and  being  without  our  trenches  and 
within  easy  range  of  the  enemy,  its  loss  was 
Bcaroely  lew  than  that  of  its  fellow  brigades. 
No  higher  compliment  can  be  paid  any  body  of 
troops  than  to  say  that  they  endured  a  heavy 
ire  which  thoy  might  not  return,  coolly  and 
widioat  wavering.  The  loss  in  the  bri^tde  is 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three,  includine  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Chandler  and  other  valuable  oflS- 

CWB. 

Your  correspondent  "Montrose"  furnishes 
the  following  details  of  the  assault  by  Davis' 
divisioii: 

At  e^ht  o'clock  precisely  the  batteries  along 
ov  whdle  line  opened  almost  simultaneously 
ipoo  the  enemy's  works,  and  a  terrific  cannon- 
ading followed,  lasting  for  about  two  hours,  to 
wbidi  the  enemy  promptly  responded  from 
Koiesaw,  Bald  Top  and  other  points  on  their 
yiMS.  Hardly  had  the  batteries  awakened  the 
foe  from  his  morning  slumbers,  when  Davis* 
iiviiioo  of  Palmer's  corps,  who  were  already  in 
po«tiou,  with  Baird's  division  of  the  same 
cofps,  and  one  division  of  the  Twentieth  sup- 
Wiag  them,  moved  forward,  leaving  Morgan's 
ongade  in  reserve,  to  be  called  upon  if  it  was 
fcid  neceflsaiT  to  put  in  another  brigade. 
Cofoocl  Dan.  McCook's  brigade  occupied  the 
lrft,with  the  Eighty-fifth  filinois  thrown  for- 
ward as  skirmishers,  while  Colonel  Mitchell's 
fcfigade,  witii  the  Thirty-fourth  Dlinois,  occupied 
^  left  The  skirmishers  advanced  quite  rapid- 
ly for  a  few  hundred  yards,  driving  everything 
l>^we  them,  until  they  encountered  a  heavy 
ahatiB,  behind  which  the  enemy  had  sought 
cofer.  Tb^e  they  were  checked  temporarily, 
«Jta  regiments  from  the  brigades  were  thrown 
ferward,  and  the  work  was  carried  with  slight 
lBiA>  Nearly  aU  the  venturesome  skirmishers 
^  remained  behind  the  abatis  were  captured 
ad  aent  to  the  rear.  Retreating  rapidly  before 
fv  triomphant  advance,  the  skinniBhers  who 


escaped  reached  the  interior  of  the  fortifications 
(which  at  that  point  were  in  the  form  of  a 
horse-shoe,  with  a  hill  in  the  centre  which  pre- 
vented their  artillery  eiifilading  our  columns), 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

Meanwhile  the  veteran  regiments  of  McCook 
and  Mitchell  never  faltered,  but  under  a  very 
destructive  musketry  fire,  and  severe  volleys  of 
canister  and  grape,  moved  upon  the  enemy's 
works,  which  they  reached  and  attempted  to 
scale.  At  the  head  of  their  brigades  tne  loud 
voices  of  Mitchell  and  McCook  were  heard 
above  the  din  of  battle,  urging  their  brave  fol- 
lowers to  scale  the  worlw.  Never  did  men 
seem  to  be  possessed  of  more  determination, 
while  they  appeared  to  have  acquired  super- 
human strenguL  But  all  their  efforts  were  in 
vain.  Under  the  cover  of  the  works  they  were 
comparatively  safe ;  but  to  scale  the  rampart 
was  certain  death.  Dan.  McCook,  I  am  Credibly 
informed,  rendered  furious  by  the  frequent  vain 
attempts  to  carry  the  works,  mounted  the  work 
at  the  head  of  his  men,  but  instantly  fell  back, 
badly  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  his  men.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clancey,  of  the  Fifty-second  Ohio, 
also  fell,  slightly  wounded,  under  the  breast- 
works, from  which  he  could  not  be  removed. 

But  while  these  desperate  assaults  were  be- 
ing made  on  the  left,  Mitchell,  brave  and  deter- 
mined, was  not  idle.  He,  too,  was  under  as 
heavy  a  musketry  fire  as  ever  rendered  a  battle- 
field immortal,  and  his  men  never  flinched.  Up 
close,  almost  within  bayonetting  distance  of  the 
enemy,  who  lined  their  breastworks  with  bravo 
and  reckless  traitors,  stood  Mitchell's  boys,  and 
gave  the  rebels  bullet  for  bullet.  Hardly  a  man 
on  either  side,  who  mounted  the  works,  now 
lives  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  bloody  encounter 
that  has  just  taken  place. 

At  last  Davis,  than  whom  there  iq  no  more 
brave  or  tenacious  division  commander  in  this 
army,  seeing  all  hope  of  taking  the  fortifications 
futile,  retired  his  command,  leaving  upon  the 
works  and  in  the  intrenchments  representatives 
of  nearly  every  regiment  in  the  two  brigades, 
whose  eyes  were  sealed  in  the  cold  embrace  of 
death. 

The  division  at  once  fell  back  twenty  yards, 
under  a  galling  and  deadly  fire,  carrying  with 
them  nearly  aU  the  wounded  who  had  fallen  on 
the  exterior  of  the  works.  Here  they  fortified, 
and  now  confront  the  rebels,  twenty  yards  dis- 
tant 

It  is  impossible  at  this  writing,  two  hours 
after  the  close  of  the  brief  but  bloody  combat, 
to  correctly  state  the  loss  in  the  division ;  but 
members  of  the  division  and  corps  staff,  who, 
by  the  way,  distinguished  themselves  while 
under  the  death-dealing  shower  of  bullets, 
state  that  it  will  fall  not  far  short  of  six  hun- 
dred. Probably  it  may  exceed  this  number. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  the  principal  loss 
occurred  in  a  period  of  less  than  fifteen  minutes, 
the  reader  can  easily  judge  of  the  severity  of 
the  contest 

The  proportion  of  officers  wounded  in  the 
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assault  is  quite  unusuaL  I  have  briefly  col- 
lected the  following,  which  are  but  a  Bmall  pro- 
portion of  the  total  number : 

Colonel  Dan.  McCook,  commanding  brigade, 
arm,  severe ;  Colonel  Harmon,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fiith  Dlinois,  killed ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clancey,  Fifty-second  Ohio,  spent'  ball,  slight; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirteenth  Ohio,  arm  fractured,  severe ;  Major 
Yeager,  O^e  Hundred  and  Twentv-first  lUinois, 
severe ;  Captain  Cook,  Tenth  Michigan,  mortal ; 
Captain  Clason,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first 
Illinois,  severe ;  Captain  Nei^bor,  Fifty-second 
Ohio,  mortal ;  Captain  Durant,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirteenth  Ohio,  slight ;  Lieutenant  Walson,  One 
Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Ohio,  slight ;  Lieuten- 
ant Bentlejr,  One  Hundred  and  Thirteertth  Ohio, 
slight;  Lieutenant  Paul,  Fifty-second  Ohio, 
slight. 

The  above  names  were  obtained  from  staff 
officers  of  the  division  and  brigades,  and  are 
doubtless  correct 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  of  course,  is  not 
known.  We  can  only  judge  from  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  them — behoved  impenetrable 
works — that  it  is  lighter  than  ours,  probably  by 
one  fourth.  Of  one  *thing  there  is  a  certainty, 
we  have  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded,  ana 
rarely  one  escaped  who  showed  his  head  above 
the  works. 

Manv  instances  of  gallantry  and  almost  im- 
possible feats  are  pretty  well  authenticated,  but 
lest  I  may  lay  myself  open  to  the  charge  of 
indulging  in  sensational  reports,  I  will  pass 
them  over  for  the  present,  promising  to  do  full 
justice  to  ihe  brave  boys  when  I  can  do  so 
without  laying  myself  open  to  censure.  That 
there  should  be  acts  of  unusual  bravery  per- 
fonned  is  no  more  than  can  be  expected,  for 
charging  fortifications  opens  the  door  to  all  to 
win  a  hero's  title.  There  the  private  has  an 
equal  chance  with  his  Colonel  to  throw  himself 
into  the  strife,  and  win  lasting  fame  in  history. 

The  color-bearer  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Illi- 
nois, Sergeant  Nick  Delany,  planted  his  colors 
on  the  ramparts,  after  being  wounded,  and  held 
them  there  until  again  shot,  when  the  colors 
dropped  from  his  grasp,  toppled  inside  the 
wurkiB,  and  his  body  fell  into  the  arms  of  his 
comrades,  pierced  by  a  rebel  bayonet  J5e  died 
a  hero's  death. 

With  this  recital  the  history  of  the  assaults 
of  the  twenty-seventh  ends.  On  no  other  por- 
tion of  the  rebel  line  was  a  storming  column 
hurled,  though  while  the  events  I  have  related 
were  transpiring,  Dodge  and  Blair  on  the  left, 
and  Hooker  and  Schofield  on  the  right,  were 
not  inactive.  At  the  moment  the  assaulting  col- 
umns moved  forward,  Hooker's  corps,  on  the 
right  of  Davis*  division,  made  a  strong  demon- 
stration ;  Gean^'s  division  moving  forward 
under  cover  of  batteries  I  and  M,  First  New 
York,  and  Knapp*s  Pennsylvania  battery,  and 
carrying,  without  serious  opposition,  an  impor- 
tant ridge  in  his  front,  where  he  proceeded  at 
once  to  establish  huuselt    The  other  divisions 


of  the  Twentieth  corps  pushed  forward  their 
skirmishers,  gaining  several  hundred  yards ;  and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  every  yard  gained 
teUs  upon  the  enemy  in  his  circomscribed  posi- 
tion. 

The  Twenty-third  corps,  on  ihe  extreme  right, 
bad  executed  a  long  and  tiresome  wheel  to  the 
left,  including  no  less  than  six  parallels,  in  th« 
week  preceding  the  twenty-seventh. 

It  had  pressed  the  enemy  so  closely,  that  it 
was  established  within  four  hundred  yards  of 
the  main  rebel  fortifications,  leaving  no  room 
for  skiimishers,  and,  though  on  the  day  of 
assault,  the  Second  division  opened  heavily, 
with  musketry  and  artillery,  upon  the  enemj, 
they  confined  their  efforts  to  stout  akirmisbing, 
sustaining  a  loss  of  seventy-five  killed  and 
wounded. 

During  the  preceding  night,  Greneral  Cox't 
division,  of  the  Twenty-third  corps,  was  pushed 
boldly  south  on  the  Sand  town  road,  and,  crosa- 
ing  Oily  creek,  reached  an  important  fork  in 
the  road,  nine  miles  south  of  Marietta,  and  bat 
three  from  the  Chattahoochee  river,  which,  at 
last  advices,  he  still  held,  with  nothing  confront- 
ing him  but  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry.  Whether 
cutting  into  (he  retreat  of  the  etnemy  was  in- 
tendea  bv  this  movement,  in  case  tae  assault 
succeeded,  or  whether  it  was  simply  a  diver- 
sion in  £avor  of  the  storming  columns,  or 
whether  a  permanent  extension  of  our  right 
wing  to  that  point  was  designed,  has  not  yet 
been  developed.  The  rebel  cavalry  in  Cox'» 
front  coiisisted  of  two  divisions,  conmiapded 
by  Jackson,  fifty  of  whom  we  c^tured.  Our 
loss  in  the  movement  was  not  over  fifty. 

While  the  assaults  were  in  progress,  and  long 
after  they  were  decided,  the  batteries  of  Blair, 
Dodge,  and  Logan,  all  in  position,  maintained  a 
heavy  fire  on  Kene^aw,  to  whidi  the  rebels 
replied  but  feebly.  Blair  and  Dodge  both  made 
formidable  demonstrations,  their  skirmishers 
advancing  a  considerable  distance  up  the  east- 
ern slope  of  Elenesaw,  gaining  important  terri- 
tory, which  they  held  at  nightfall  and  were 
fortifying.  Their  loss  was  comparatively 
slight 

By  noon  bot^  armies  were  tranquil  again,  the 
enemy,  on  some  portions  of  the  line  where 
assaulte  were  made,  permitting  us  to  remove 
our  dead  and  wounded,  whicm  was  speedily 
effected.  A  series  of  vigorous  assaults  had 
been  made,  accompanied  by  demonstrations 
along  the  whole  line,  but  the  repulse  of  th« 
former,  beyond  the  loss  of  many  as  brave  men 
as  were  ever  marshalled,  has  but  litde  bearing 
upon  the  prospects  for  Sherman's  eventual  8ao> 
cess.  We  advanced  our  lines  materiaUv,  which 
could  not  have  been  done  by  any  feeble  effort; 
we  failed  to  pierce  the  lines  of  Johnston's  army, 
to  compass  its  confusion  or  destitiction.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy,  compared  with  ours,  is  li|;ht^ 
for  evident  reasons.  He  can  not  be  very  joy- 
ous that  we  failed  to  drive  him  from  a  very 
formidable  chain  of  earthworks,  and  the  com- 
paratively few  brig^es — ten  in  all— engaged  ia 
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tiie  aflBanlt,  are  not  crestfallen,  for  they  achieved 
all  that  brave  men  might.  Our  lines  envelop 
them  moTB  cloaely  than  ever  before ;  are  better 
poised  for  a  general  assault,  if  one  should  be 
ordered ;  and,  finally,  the  spirit  of  the  men  is 
nahrokeii.  They  are  resolute,  earnest,  heroic, 
•df«acrificing,  and  firmly  conviuced  that  their 
misaion,  sooner  or  later,  is  victory  complete  and 
OTorwhelming. 

ANOVHCB  AOOODNT. 

iM  va  Vmj>t  Stfta  Maa  South^mt  or  ) 
B»  SBAMTr,  Ox,  Jane  28,  IBM.     j 

After  an  adventurous  and  costly  ezperieuce  by 
nil,  in  which  some  scoundrellV,  petty  thief 
robbed  me  of  everything  valuable,  I  arrived  at 
Big  Shanty  and  made  inquiry  for  General  Logan's 
headquarters.  About  one  and  a  half  miles  out 
OD.  the  wi^oQ  road  leading  toward  Kenesaw 
MointaiUy « little  to  the  left,m  an  open  field,  &Dd 
io  fall  view  of  the  heights,  about  which  hung 
the  asaoke  frooi  the  rebel  batteries  that  thun- 
dered ooBstantlv  through  the  day,  and  blazed 
through  the  night,  I  found  the  General  at  home. 

Men  wiihotU  /ear  are  seldom  met  with,  if 
ever.  As  near  an  approach,  I  think,  as  I  have 
■Mt  with  to  that  ideal  I  find  in  General  Logan. 
An  iastance  of  his  unbendii^  will  and  remark- 
dUe  courage  and  coolness  I  must  relate :  On 
the  twenty-third,  in  company  with  his  staff,  he 
rode  out  to  inspect  his  lines.  The  batteries  on 
the  mountain  were  bellowing  constantly,  and 
tweepisg  the  woods  that  partially  cloaked  our 
ear&works  with  a  perfect  tornado  of  shell  and 
fthrapneL  The  enns  on  the  sunmiit  were  not  all 
eopbyed  when  Le^an  and  party  emerged  upon 
an  open  field  in  p>lain  view  of  the  enemy.  The 
rebel  gumiers,  thinking  doubtless  to  i^pease  the 
wumei  of  the  departed  Polk  with  an  onisring  of 
Yankee  blood  from  the  veins  of  a  Major-General, 
tamed  against  the  par^  every  battery  on  the 
iBoontain,  which  smoked  like  a  volcano  in  erup- 
tion. Our  batteries  below  replied  with  vigor, 
and  for  a  time  the  very  earth  trembled  with  the 
explosions  and  reverberations.  An  open  field 
ky  in  front,  over  which  the  General  determined 
to  make  lus  way.  A  hurricane  of  missiles 
screamed  across  the  space ;  some  ploughed  up 
the  earth,  and  othera,  bursting,  filled  the  air  with 
flying  fn^gments.  The  oommotion  and  turmoil 
of  war  are  conditions  suited  to  men  of  his  im- 
perious, fearless  nature.  To  see  this  man  in 
action, one  would  say  at  once:  ^'He  is  the 
ooanterpart  of  Murat"  And  so  he  is.  In 
iddition  to  that  dashing  abandon  which  shines 
out  so  brilliantly  in  the  character  of  Murat,  he 
luM  &e  aspiring  soul  that  quails  before  nothing 
that  wiU  and  eneri^y  and  daring  can  accomplish. 
Be  is  resdess,  vigilant,  quick-thoughted,  and 
energetic.  He  is,  too,  firm  and  cod  in  a  great 
crisis  where  those  virtues  are  demanded,  ^ough 
it  times,  when  foiled  in  a  plan,  or  disappointed 
in  any  way,  inclined  to  be  petulant  and  irascible, 
or  blnat  and  plain.  Add  to  this  a  tender  sensi- 
tiveoess,  and  you  have  Logan  in  character.    On 


the  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  accompanied  by  an 
Aide,  he  rode  out  into  that  terrible  maelstrom 
that  was  meant  to  engulf  and  swallow  him,  halted 
by  a  few  coals  at  a  camp  fire,  turned  coolly 
around,  and  asked  his  Aide  for  a  cigar.  Procuring 
one,  he  dismounted  leisurely,  picked  up  a  brand, 
and,  with  an  air  of  utterly  unapproachable  non- 
ckakmce,  proceeded  to  whiff  away  as  though  he 
were  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree.  aS  the 
while  the  shells  and  shrapnel  were  ploughing  up 
the  earth  around  him  and  scream ine  wSdly 
overhead.  He  just  as  cooHy  remounted,  and  by 
this  time  left  alone  by  his  company  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  occasion,  slow(y  continued  his 
journey  along  the  lines. 

Standing  at  Logan's  headquarters  and  facing 
southward,  between  you  and  Kenesaw  Mountain 
lies  first  an  open  rolling  strip  of  country,  between 
which  and  the  mountain  lies  a  wooded  plain. 
Through  this  latter  strip  runs  our  line  of  works. 
These,  following  the  course  of  the  mountain, 
which  is  east  and  west,  after  passing  the  eastern 
point,  curve  to  the  south-east,  and  continue  in 
the  same  genotd  direction  to  the  Sandtown 
wagon-roacL  The  Dallas  and  Marietta  road 
crosses  our  line  at  about  the  centre. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  Davis  was 
withdrawn  from  his  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Fourteenth  corps,  and  Harrow,  of  Logan's  corps, 
supplied  the  place.  Davio  moved  over  toward 
the  centre,  and  lay  in  reserve  until  the  twenty- 
seventh. 

Dodge's  and  Blair's  corps  were  placed,  the 
former  on  Logan's  left,  and  the  latter  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line,  circling  the  western 
point  of  Kenesaw,  and  menacing  the  rebel 
right 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth — caliiL 
pleasant  Sabbath  evening— orders  were  issued 
for  a  series  of  simultaneous  assaults  on  the  morn- 
ing following  along  the  entire  line. 

Davis'  division,  of  Palmer's  corps,  was  to 
form  an  assaulting  column,  and  Newton,  of  How- 
ard's, another.  I  lay  that  night  at  General 
Mitchell's  headquarters,  near  the  Marietta  road. 
It  was  necessary,  of  course,  that  brigade  com- 
manders should  know  and  comprehend  the  work 
allotted  to  them,  and  at  the  headquarters  oF 
these  divisions  ordered  to  assail  the  enemy's 
works,  little  knots  of  earnest  men  in  consulta- 
tion could  be  seen  huddled  on  camp-stools 
around  maps  and  diagrams,  giving  and  receiving 
orders,  and  investigating  plans.  Let  me  intro- 
duce you  to  one  group.  Just  over  there  in  the 
woods,  before  a  few  tents,  seatod  on  camp-stools, 
one  of  the  party  hokliiig  a  lighted  candle,  sits 
the  flinty-trusted  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  whose  browned 
and  wrinkled  features  have  been  fanned  by 
bullets  before  they  were  tanned  by  the  sun  and 
heaven's  breezes.  Around  him  in  council  sit 
his  brigade  commanders.  The  two  young  men. 
whom*even  the  dusky  light  of  the  candle  will 
not  let  you  mistake  for  other  than  bright,  intelli- 
gent thinkers,  who  probe  the  questions  before 
them  to  their  core  and  con^rehend  their  import 
as  he  who  planned,  are  Colonels  Daniel  McCook 
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and  John  G.  Mitchell.  As  though  the  emotions 
and  impelling  principles  within  worked  the 
character  in  Uneaments  not  to  be  mistaken  on 
the  facial  front,  yon  may  read  there  that  they 
know  the  work  and  appreciate  its  bloody  im- 
port 

The  word  ts  spoken,  the  plan  digested,  and 
to-morrow's  sun  will  wake  to  life  ana  health  for 
the  last  time  many  a  noble  fellow  that  slumbers 
in  the  forest  around. 

Morgan,  the  old  weather-beaten  farmer  General, 
who  is  as  stem  and  fearless  as  he  is  grim  and 
rough,  with  his  placid  featiures  is  reassuring. 
Let  what  wiU  come  to  pa«8,  you  can  but  ruffle 
his  equanimity.  It  is  self-adjusting ;  and  when 
duty  and  the  responsibilities  of  his  position  are 
in  one  scale,  they  outweigh  every  personal  con- 
sideration that  would  deter  or  mipede.  He 
thinks  and  seems  a  statue  in  bronze.  Give  him 
an  order,  and  you  imbue  the  statue  with  life 
and  fire  and  energy  such  as  move  a  hero.  AH 
uight  the  road  was  alive  with  troops  and  trains 
and  horsemen.  The  clatter  and  rumble  went 
on.  A  shimmer  of  moonlight  sifted  through  the 
tree-tops,  and  one  involuntarily  reverted  to  the 
cavalcades  of  Boabadil's  hosts  that  the  Moorish 
legends  describe. 

Four  men  passed  my  tent  moving  silently 
along,  bearing  something  on  a  litter.  As  they 
approached,  I  saw  they  were  carrying  a  wounded 
man.  The  hospital  was  just  below  us  in  the 
ravine.  I  bad  almost  forgotten  the  occurrence, 
and  was  getting  drowsy,  when  his  shrieks 
roused  me  again.  The  surgeons  were  at  work. 
His  agoiiizin?  cry  was  the  only  sound  that 
broke  the  stmness,  and  it  penetrated  and  im- 
pressed me.  I  remember  the  shudder  with 
which  I  sank  to  sleep,  and,  as  I  recur  to  it,  it 
comes  again. 

Blair  was  to  press  his  lines  forward  on  the 
west  slope  of  Kenesaw,  protect  Dodge's  flank, 
and,  closing  in  as  cautiously  as  possible,  engage 
the  enemy's  attention  by  menacing  his  right. 
Dodge  was  to  have  taken  the  western  division 
or  peak  of  Kenesaw,  while  Logan  was  to  push 
a  strong  column  up  the  eastern.  That  the  ope- 
rations against  Kenesaw  may  be  bettor  under- 
stood, and  the  dilficulties  tp  overcome  in  prose- 
cuting an  assault  appreciated,  let  me  devote  a 
few  lines  to  Kenesaw  and  its  contour. 

Seen  from  our  lines  the  day  of  the  assault, 
this  solitary  mountain,  that  lifts  its  bald  summit 
to  the  clouds,  looks  a  dark,  grim  sentinel  that 
guards  the  beautiful  little  treasure — Marietta — 
that  nestles  so  closely  under  its  mighty  shade. 
The  mountain  is  elliptical  in  shape  and  two 
miles  in  length,  running  east  and  west,  and  its 
average  height  above  the  level  of  the  sea  is 
eighteen  hundred  feet  It  terminates  at  either 
end  in  peaks  which  slope  gradually  toward  the 
center,  presenting  a  depression  that  gives  it  the 
genersd  appearance,  as  described  against  a  back- 
ground of  clear  blue  sky,  of  a  grand  natural 
redoubt  The  depression  which  represents  the 
embrasure  apparently  divides  the  mountain  into 


equal  parts.    The  west  half  we  will  call  flie 
prsi  peak,  and  the  east  the  second. 

Remember  we  are  facing  southward.  On  the 
first  peak  the  enemy  has  well-manned  batteries 
that  sweep  the  valley  in  which  we  stand. 
Through  the  wooded  strip  in  front  oar  works 
follow  the  coiurse  of  the  mountain.  In  front  of 
the  first  peak  lie  Blair  and  Dodge,  the  former 
circling  the  point,  and  the  latter^  right  touch- 
ing Logan's  left  just  where  the  gorge  marks  the 
dividing  line  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Logan  is  to  ascend,  therefore,  the  eastern  half 
or  second  peak,  swinging  around  the  point  to 
the  southern  slope  as  far  as  prudence  will  per- 
mit , 

The  tixK)ps  composing  the  assaulting  column 
are  Lightbum'»and  Giles  A.  Smith's  brigades,  of 
M.  L.  Smith's  division,  and  Walcutt's,  of  Ham- 
son's  division. 

Greneral  M.  L.  Smith,  the  indomitable  old 
leader,  whose  name  among  the  troops  is  a 
synonym  for  everytlung  that  is  true  and  noble 
in  a  soldier,  commands  me  column.  A  stranger 
in  the  army,  who  never  heard  of  Morgan  L 
Smith,  will  learn  to  hold  him  in  high  esteem 
from  what  the  common  soldiers  say  of  him.  A 
better  recommendation  no  man  can  have. 

Eight  o'clock  on  the  twenty-seventh,  and 
Lo^an,  prompt  to  the  minute,  ordered  his  col- 
umn forward.  The  Forty-sixth  Ohio  and  Fortieth 
Illinois — the  latter  commanded  by  the  lamented 
Ck)lonel  Bamhill — ^were  deployed  in  front  as 
skirmishers.  The  enemy  was  never  more  vigi- 
lant The  movement  was  detected  ;  he  threw 
forward  reinforcements  to  his  skirmishers,  and 
the  ground  was  stubbornly  disputed.  All  the 
while  the  terrible  artillery  on  the  peaks — twelve 
guns  in  all — maintained  a  deadly  cross-fire  on 
our  troops  below,  and  was  answered  by  onr 
batteries  with  solid  shot,  that  powdered  and 
crippled  their  rocky  parapets.  Emerging  into 
ihe  open  fields,  the  rebel  infantry  essayed  again 
behind  their  rifle-pits  to  check  or  hurl  us  back. 
In  front  of  his  line  of  rifle-pits  the  enemy  had 
carefully  prepared  two  lines  of  perplexing 
abatis.  The  first  consisted  of  felled  saplings, 
with  the  limbs  and  branches  sharpened  ^nd 
interwoven.  Through  these,  after  some  diffi- 
culty, delay,  and  loss,  we  penetrated  and  soon 
again  encountered  a  second  abatis,  coostmcted 
with  more  care,  and  of  a  more  formidable 
nature.  Heavy  piles  were  cut  for  the  pur 
pointed  and  phiced  the  ground,  and  inc 
toward  us. 

To  look  at  these  rude  defences  when  the  bat- 
tle is  over  and  the  danger  passed,  and  one 
might  be  tempted  to  say  that  these  sharp  sticks 
are  insignificant  obstructions  that  a  few  men  in 
a  short  time  would  render  harmless. 

When  we  reflect  that  a  very  short  distance 
separates  the  abatis  from  the  enemy's  rifle-pits, 
that  swarm  with  troops,  that  character  of  defence 
has  no  mean  significance.  The  check,  howev^, 
was  merely  momentary.  The  abatis  was  cleared 
and  the  enemy's  rifle-pits  at  once  assailed. 
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A  brigade  of  Mississippi  and  Missonri  rebels 
hdd  the  works,  and  greeted  our  advance  with 
a  gallizig  fire.  Hie  abatis  once  cleared,  and  the 
mj  was  clear.  A  charge  was  ordered,  a  cheer 
nag  out  foil  and  round  and  losty,  and  tiie  work 
via  done.  # 

The  enemy  beat  a  rapid  retreat  toward  the 
BwoDfain,  and  plunged  into  the  underbrush  of 
tbit  rae^,  oneveu  slope,  hotlj  pursued  by  the 
eanr  unnnishers. 

Logan's  troops  were  worn  and  jaded  by  the 
hear,  but  Tictory  to  the  soldier  is  as  an  invigor- 
ating elixir  to  the  invalid,  and  in  the  joy  he 
feds  die  veiyflag  seems  to  participate.  Still 
die  buDeta  and  missiles  are  showerea  incessant- 
\j  down.  The  artillery  peals  eut  its  hoarse, 
bearj  thunders,  hurls  down  its  withering  hail, 
•ad  the  mountain  seems  a  volcano  more  than 
crer. 

Success  has  so  invigorated  and  inspired  the 
BKo  that  the  heat  and  fatigue  are  forgotten,  and 
;   DO  obstacle  is  too  difficult  to  check  or  dis- 
:    hearten. 

I  Tlie  only  practicable  line  of  retreat  is  by  the 
;  raTme  that  I  have  referred  to.  and  toward  this 
^  pursued  and  pursuers  tend.  Over  rocks 
;  aod  throu^  the  brush,  skirmishing  all  the  way, 
I  the  ruse  continues  along  the  slope.  A  party  of 
i  car  troops  take  possession  of  the  ravine,  and 
I  about  a  hundred  rebels,  who  were  thus  cut  ofif, 
;   were  made  prisoners. 

I  It  ia  found  impossible  to  take  a  column 
I  tfarough  the  thick-standing  undergrowth,  and 
Logan  directed  tiiat  ihe  column  be  deployed  in 
Bae  of  battle  Lightbum  holds  the  right,  Giles 
A  Smith  the  centre,  and  Walcutt  the  left  In 
IfaiB  order  the  men  continue  their  tedious,  tire- 
tone  ascent,  crawling  between  and  over  rocks, 
lad  pulling  themselves  up  at  times  by  limbs 
asd  brush.  The  rebels  loosen  huee  rocks  and 
k^  that  come  crashing  down  me  declivity 
wtQi  a  noise  like  thunder.  Many  of  the  troops 
are  crushed  in  this  manner ;  but  the  line  lags 
io4ainom«)t. 

Hailing  above  the  foliage  of  the  slope  now. 
Mat  by  an  explosion,  and  curling  and  twirling 
aUt  in  the  dear  expanse,  a  light,  gauze  mantle 
tf  eo^hur-smoke  floats  along  the  mountain  side, 
to^  which  at  intervals  can  be  seen  glimpses 
of  theookiTS  that  some  daring  fellow  has  planted 
ca  a  massive  rock,  and  then  the  welkin  rings 
i^ni  with  the  ^ad  shouts  of  the  watchers 
Iron  below.  A  rumbling  noise  like  thunder 
feala  down  the  mountain  again  and  again,  and 
BOW  aaplings  are  bending  before  the  shock  of  a 
kwy  rock  &at  the  rebels  from  their  rocky 
<7ne  have  hurled  at  the  advancing  line.    The 

S  moves  a^ain.  Upward,  onward,  is  the  cry, 
u  the  firing  grows  in  violence  the  shouts, 
firana,  and  cheers  lose  identity  and  blend  into 
a  <lra.  It  was  a  spectacle  that  once  seen  could 
wt  be  foTj^otten. 

The  paint^s  pencil  may  portray  on  canvas 
^  eontour  of  mountain,  the  mosaic  of  fields 
«ai  forests  in  tiie  valley  below ;  may  picture  a 
ncky,  abrupt  slope,  impassable  cliffii,  inequali- 


ties of  the  surface,  a  line  of  earthworks,  a  can- 
non, or  a  fort,  but  let  any  one  see  a  battle  as  it 
rages,  and  see  it  in'W,  and  I  care  not  what  the 
genius  of  the  artist,  he  will  say,  "  it  lacks  the 
cheers  and  shouts  of  the  combatants.'*  The 
action  is  the  life  and  soul  of  a  battle,  the  noise, 
the  terrible  clamor,  the  roar,  the  confusion,  are 
all  parts  of  a  drama  that  loses  its  interest  if  it 
fails  in  one  particular. 

Parrhasius  wanted  for  his  picture  of  Prome- 
theus **  but  a  dying  groan,"  and  without  this  he 
felt  that  he  Imd  fuled.  Walker,  the  famous 
army  artist,  whose  pencil,  like  a  magician's 
wand,  reproduces  on  canvas  scenes  aroimd 
which  cluster  and  cling  memories  that  will  be 
historic,  and  float  down  to  posterity,  to  be  treas- 
ured and  revered  hundreds  of  years  hence,  can 
put  on  canvas  every  other  detail  of  a  battle ; 
but  without  the  ringing  cheer,  the  exultant 
shout,  the  actual  flutter  of  the  flag,  the  swaying, 
surging  line  of  battle ;  in  a  word,  the  action, 
the  life,  and  the  din,  the  conception  falls  far 
short  of  the  reality. 

Nearing  the  summit,  just  such  an  insur- 
mountable fa9ade  of  cliffs  as  opposed  us  at 
Rocky  Face  obstructs  our  path.  The  average 
perpendicular  height  of  the  precipice  is  thirty 

Along  the  verge  of  this  the  enemy  had 
drawn  a  line  of  battle,  and  his  troops,  as  we 
approached,  hurled  down  rocks,  clubs,  blocks, 
and  every  .conceivable  species  of  missile  that 
could  do  us  injury,  killing  and  maiming  many. 

Colonel  Bamhill,  of  the  Fortieth  Illinois,  had 
been  ordered  to  go  toward  the  summit  as  far  as 
possible,  and  he  determined  to  literally  obev. 
At  the  head  of  his  line  along  with  the  skirmish- 
ers, a  conspicuous  mark  for  the  rebel  sharp- 
shooters, he  shared  with  his  men  every  danger, 
and  fell  dead  at  the  very  base  of  the  lofty  pali- 
sade of  rock  that  barred  the  way. 

Though  Logan  failed  to  do  what  was  allotted 
him,  and  in  that  did  only  what  every^ortion  of 
the  line  did,  be  only  failed  to  do  what  was,  from 
the  very  nature  of  things,  an  utter  impossi- 
bility. 

In  one  hour  and  a  quarter  from  the  time  they 
marched  out  from  their  breastworks,  Logan^ 
troops  had  cleared  two  lines  of  abatis ;  carried 
a  line  of  earthworks  at  a  charge ;  followed  the 
routed  enemy  up  his  rugged  stronghold  through 
a  murderous  cross-fire  of  artillery,  and  a  storm 
of  bullets ;  conquered  every  obstacle ;  planted 
the  flag  at  the  foot  of  an  insurmountable  array 
of  cUns — the  very  furthest  approach  to  the 
summit;  t^rew  up  defences  of  logs  and  stones, 
and  to-day  holds  the  line  despite  the  stubborn- 
est  efforts  of  the  enemv  to  dislodge  him. 

The  losses  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  will  foot  up 
over  sixty  prominent  and  gallant  officers  and 
four  hundted  men  killed  and  wouiMed.  Among 
the  officers  who  fell  in  the  assault,  and  whose 
loss  will  be  deeply  deplored,  because  irrepara- 
ble, I  find  the  following : 

Colonel  Rice,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio,  mortally 
wounded;   Colonel   Parry,   Fifty-fourth   Ohio, 
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severely  wouoded;  Colonel  Si>oonor,  Eiebtj- 
third  Indiana,  severely  woundea ;  Colonel  Wal- 
cutt)  slightly  wounded;  Lieutenant^Oolonel 
Wright,  One  Hundred  and  Third  niinois,  se- 
verely wounded;  Colonel  Barnhifl,  Fortieth 
Illinois,  killed ;  Captain  George,  Fortieth  Illinois^ 
severely  wounded;  Captain  Augustine,  com- 
manding Fifty-fifth  Illinois^  killed. 

One  regiment  of  the  corps  emerged  from  this 
ordeal  with  but  0ve  field  and  line  ofiicers  for 
duty.  The  Eighty-third  Indiana  lost  two  color- 
bearers  while  jhBoending  the  mountain.  Both 
were  shot  by  sharpshooters,  And  instantly 
killed. 

Among  the  mangled  and  lacerated  sufferers 
that  drifted  from  this  terrible  maelstrom  to  the 
rear,  bearing  themselves  as  only  heroes  do,  was 
a  voui^  boy  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  who, 
while  nearing  the  <:lifis,  was  shot  through  both 
arms  by  a  Minie  ball  that  fractured  the  bones  of 
both.  Men  with  stretchers  saw  him  damb^ing 
slowly  down  the  rocks  with  his  mangled  arms 
dangling  at  his  side,  and  asked  permission  to 
carry  him.  He  was  not  walking  because  no  aid 
was  near.  He,  a  sufferer,  was  sacrificing  his 
interests  to  those  of  his  fellows.  With  a  look 
of  mingled  pain  and  firmness,  he  replied — ''  Go 
on  up  the  mountain  and  bring  down  the  boys 
that  can't  walk.  Don't  mind  me ;"  and  he  sti^- 
gered  on  alone  and  unsupported  down  the 
mountain  through  the  hail  of  sheMs  and  bullets 
to  the  hospital 

Simultaneously  with  Logan's  advance.  Dodge 
moved  from  his  works  with  three  regiments — 
Sixty-sixth  and  Ninth  Illinois,  of  Sweeny's  di- 
vision, and  the  Sixty-fourth  lUinois,  of  Veatch's 
— and  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers  di- 
rectly after  quitting  the  defences.  The  Fifth 
niinois  supported  the  Sixty-sixth.  The  Sixty- 
fourth  was  formed  in  two  Unes,  one  supporting 
the  other.  Colonel  Murrill,  of  the  Sixty-fourm 
Illinois,  encoimtered  such  resistance  from  the 
enemy's  Skirmishers  that  he  was  compelled  to 
bring  up  his  reserves  at  the  very  outset. 

The  same  obstacles  that  Logan  met  with 
opposed  the  advance  of  Dodge.  The  thickets 
were  ahnost  impenetrable,  and  U  was  found  im- 
practicable to  attempt  the  ascent  in  column  of 
assault  It  was  determined  therefore  to  deploy 
in  line  of  battle,  and  the  men,  crawling  cautious- 
ly and  stealthily  forward  as  skirmishers,  through 
brush  and  over  rocks,  sheltering  theraselvtjs  as 
best  they  could,  pushed  up  the  mountain. 

The  fighting  at  times  was  stubborn,  and  the 
losses  severe  fcjr  the  numbers  engaged.  Gresh- 
am's,  one  of  Blair's  brigades,  assists  J  and  sup- 
ported Dodge  to-day  in  his  assault,  and  won 
signal  praise  for  his  splendid  conduct. 

Well  advanced  toward  the  enemy's  line,  and 
believing  that  an  open  assault  would  carry  the 
works,  thesutwo  regiments  boldly  charged  over 
the  defences  and  mto  the  enemy's  rifle-pits. 
The  admiration  their  gallant  conduct  eUcited 
was  equalled  only  by  the  poignant  sorrow  all 
felt  at  the  luckless  denottement. 

So  hotly  engaged  was  the  Fifty-third  Indiana, 


that  a  portion  of  the  regiment  having  entered 
the  'enemy's  works  were  environed  at  onoe  uui 
compelled  to  surrender  or  make  an  efibrt  to  cot 
its  way  out  The  odds  were  too  fearful,  aod  a 
portion  of  the  party  was  captured.  The  brave 
and  dented  Captain  White  died  in  the  act  of 
planting  his  foot  on  the  rebel  parapet  His 
First  Lieutenant  was  wounded  three  tuues,aD(i 
cannot  recover.  Thus  crippled  and  depleted, 
the  regiment  was  unprepared  to  renew,  alone, 
the  fi^t  In  the  mean  time  the  rebels  seized  an 
opportune  moment  to  make  a  counter-charge, 
and  drove  the  renmant  of  the  regiment  back  to 
line  from  which  it  started.  General  Dodge  im- 
mediately despatched  three  additional  regimeuts 
to  protect  the  flanks  of  his  line,  and  h&vw^ 
pushed  it  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  enemey's 
main  works,  threw  up  rude  de&nces,  and  still 
holds  the  ground. 

General  Dodge's  losses  will  not  much  exceed 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  killed,  wouiided,  aiid 
missii^,  at  least «  third  of  which  loss  was  suf- 
fered by  the  meritorious  old  Sixty-fourth  Dliiiois. 
Among  those  lost  whose  places  will  never  ap- 
pear to  the  regiment  so  well  filled  as  when  he 
was  there,  is  the  Adjutant  of  the  Sixtv-fourth. 
Few  can  have  it  said  of  them,  as  it  may  be  tnitbi 
fully  of  kim ;  "  All  who  knew  him  loved  and 
admired  while  living,  and  are  ready  to  do  honor 
to  his  memory  when  dead.** 

Blair' s  orders  were  to  move  out  on  the  left, 
and  nutke  such  demonstrations  as  would  lead 
tlie  enemy  to  believe  his  purpose  to  be  to  past 
entirely  around  their  right  flank  to  the  rear  cJ 
Kenesaw.  He  moved  at  six  a.  m.,  and  found 
the  enemy  in  such  force  but  a  short  distdooe 
out  as  to  prevent  a  further  advance,  unless  ha 
assaulted  a  strong  line  of  works,  which,  with 
a  full  knowledKe  of  the  plan  of  operations  for 
the  day,  he  dia  not  deem  prudent  or  consistent 
with  his  instructions,  llie  situation  w« 
promptly  reported  to  the  Commanding  General 
and,  from  the  absence  of  further  orders  to  thai 
corps,  I  presume  the  judgment  of  General  Blaii 
was  fully  approved. 

The  part  of  the  Seventeenth  corps  for  the  re 
mainder  of  the  day  seems  to  have  been  to  main 
tain  a  thre^itcning  attitude,  and  employ  th( 
enemy's  attention,  for  nothing  but  skirmiBhinj 
transpired.  The  losses  I  have  not  heard  esti 
mated,  but  presume  they  will  not  exceed  om 
hundred.  General  Liggett's  division  aiid  tht 
left  of  Greeham's  line  appear  to  have  sufferet 
these. 

As  I  have  chronicled  operations  thus  fu 
with  reference  to  corps,  I  shall  deseribe  th 
action  on  the  centre  in  the  same  manner,  thougl 
Newton's  division,  of  Howard's,  and  Davis',  o 
Palmer's  corps,  constituted  to  all  intents  xni 
purposes,  the  same  assaultii^  column.  FoUowin) 
the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road  through  the  fores 
to  the  south-east,  at  a  point  where  the  work 
barely  cover  the  road,  lay  Newton's  division  c 
Howard's  (Fourth  corps).  Davis  passed  to  th 
rear  of  this  division  early  in  the  morning,  ai> 
formed  in  column  of  assault  on  the  right,  unde 
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orrer  of  hi^  ground,  and  jnst  on  the  left  of 
tbe  Twentieth  corps.  From  aome  cause,  prob- 
ibl/  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  toward 
OBrtefl,aod  cause  the  shifting  of  his  spare  force 
to  hii  rights  the  attack  was  delayed  until  about 
BtseA.li. 

The  lines  at  this  point  bear  admost  north  and 
■oatfafUd  continue  in  that  direction  until  we 
Kftcfalfae  centre  of  Hooker's  (Twentieth)  corps, 
vbeie  thejr  bear  to  the  south-east  The  ground 
in  front  df  Newton  is  open  and  roUing.  The ' 
febdnaia works  occupy  alight  ridge  cov^ed 
Tith  timber,  and  his  batteries  sweep  the  whole 
^itoe  between  the  lines. 

fiarker's  brigade  on  the  right  was  formed  in 
eofaoan  of  division,  left  in  front,  and  Wagner  in 
tbe  ame  order  on  tiiie  left  ^imbaU's  brigade, 
retired  on  Wagner's  left,  with  orders  to  guard 
^  fbnk  and  support  whichever  of  the  brigades 
ae«SMd  weakest,  was  formed  in  column  of 
diriiioQfl,  right  in  front 

Barker,  debouching  from  the  forest,  is  met 
bj  a  williering  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
Mt  stiH  k(MB  atr^htforward  toward  the  rebel 
wufla.  Fifidiiig  that  Wagn^  and  he  are  moving 
is  wth  dose  proximity  as  to  create  confusion 
ibosld  be  desire  to  deploy,  Harker  obliqued  to 
tbe  rigbt,  moved  off  again  siowly  under  a  very 
4eetra€li?e  ire,  and  Wagner  hastened  forward 
to  a  depression  where  his  men  might  be  shel- 
tered sooiewhat  from  the  seething  fire  of  grape 
ttd  canister  tiu^  swept  through  and  tore  his 
fifika.  Think  of  columns  at  the  distance  of  six 
kfidred  yards  from  artiUery  braving  a  continu- 
om  stonn  of  grape  and  canister,  and  you  have 
tibe  ordeal  tiirough  which  these  brave  fellows 


Waguer  was  stiD  exposed  to  an  enfilading 
Ire  from  artillery,  and  soon  from  a  flank  fire  of 
oitniij,  that  the  enemy  pushed  out  to  effect  his 
di^odgaent  During  the  advance  Wagner's 
bwps  were  struck  so  heavily  at  the  very  first 
ApA  that  a  good  portion  crumbled  off  and 
^t^  to  tbe  rear.  Enfiladed,  and  unused  to 
^  fonnations  for  battle,  it  required  all  the 
■aaeai  and  sternness  at  command  to  keep  the 
B»  to  tbe  work. 

Now  and  then  a  little  rift  from  the  line,  like 
fte  premonitory  snow-slides  that  warn  of  the 
VwDcbe,  drifted  back,  and  Kimball  was  ordered 
i»  to  Wagner's  relief— to  pass  over  him  and, 

■  poiaiUe,  to  enter  the  rebel  works.  The 
"•^  perceiving  the  movement,  sallied  out, 
ttd,  Conning  on  Kimball's  left,  annoyed  him 
Wfymacb.   An  ord^r  came  to  **  form  in  column 

■  battalion,"  and  at  once  the  lines  took  a  shape 

■  wbidi  the  troops  were  more  readily  handled ; 
Jtni  a  return  to  the  "good  old  style,"  as  the 
m  aaJd,  and  then  the  nattle  raged  furiously, 
wcr,  atem,  determined,  and  desperate,  hurls 
^■cobain  against  the  works,  only  to  see  it 
me  back  with  an  impetus  equal  to  the  blow, 
•o  yin  be  essays  a  breach.  Again  his  col- 
■y  ddibes  madly,  desperately  forward,  is  cut 
wiaagled  by  the  plungine  grape  and  canister, 
^  retiros  again,  exhausted.    Ambitious  as  he 


was  brave^the  thought  of  failure  is  unendura- 
ble, and^  though  the  broiling  heat  of  midsum- 
mer's sun  is  pouring  down  upon  the  fields,  and 
the  sweltering  troops  are  dripping  with  perspi- 
ration and  gasping  for  breath,  he  implores  them 
to  follow  him  once  more.  With  head  uncovered 
and  hat  in  hand,  he  rides  boldly  out  in  front 
As  he  passes  Colonel  Bradley  he  acquaints  him 
with  nis  intention.  The  Colonel  answers; 
"  General,  don't  go  up  there ;  we  cannot  take 
the  works  without  support."  Harker  only 
answers :  **  I  must  have  the  works,  and,  turning 
to  his  men,  asks :  "  Who  will  follow  me  f  Fif- 
teen brave  fellows,  kindred  spirits  all,  that  have 
not  in  their  composition  a  tinee  of  fear,  spring 
to  their  rifles  and  answer,  "  II"  "  I !"  and  the 
die  is  cast  A  handful  of  bravery  unalloyed, 
heroes  enoudb  to  leaven  an  army,  daunUess 
marhrs  that  Hugo's  i>en  alone  can  laud  as  they 
should  be  lauded,  this  little  band  of  devoted 
soldiers  move  quickly  up  the  slope  of  a  little 
knoll  that,  up  to  this  time,  has  sheltered  them. 
The  siunmit  of  this  knoll  is  but  fifteen  yards 
from  the  rebel  works. 

Harker  and  his  little  band  ar«  under  fire, 
but  the  enemy,  as  if  loth,  in  absolute  admira- 
tion, to  slaughter  heroes  of  that  stanip,  are 
silent  Hop^ess  though  the  effort  is,  Harker 
moves  on,  and  his  men  follow  him.  He  reaches 
the  summit ;  a  line  of  gray  smoke  shoots  out ; 
hundreds  of  rifles  ring,  ^id,  as  the  hurricane 
would  sweep  off  the  thistle-down,  Harker  and 
his  brave  fell(fws  are  swept  into  eternity. 

Kimball  and  Wagner  battle  on,  essay  again 
and  again  to  advance,  and  at  last  push  up  to 
the  very  works,  when  a  terrible  volley  sweeps 
through  the  line  cutting  down  many  of  their 
bravest,  trustiest  officers.  Kimball  lopes  the 
brilliant  Chandler,  the  light  of  whose  intellect 
seemed  to  illumine  every  difficult  subject,  and 
adjust  it  with  the  wisdom  of  a  sage.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Kerr,  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Illinois, 
has  also  faUen,  and  been  left  within  arm's  reach 
of  the  rebel  earthwork. 

Wagner  loses  heavily,  also,  in  officers  and 
enlisted  men.  Captain  Kirkpatrick  and  Lien- 
tenant  Sharp,  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana,  are  killed 
while  leading  their  men  in  a  charge.  LiQutenant- 
Colonel  Boone,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Kentucky, 
who  never  thinks  of  danger  when  discharging 
duty,  is  disabled,  though  not  dangerously 
injured.  Scores  of  brave  and  accomplished 
officers  in  those  few  bloody  charges  are  gone 
down,  and  hundreds  of  our  beet  troops  lE^ew 
the  field*  ^ 

It  would  be  invidious,  where  men  fought  so 
unexceptionably  well,  to  make  distinctions  be-p 
tween  regiments.  A  volume  would  hardly 
record  the  deeds  of  heroism  performed  that 
day ;  much  less  could  I,  who  am  limited  in  time 
and  space. 

An  hour's  bloody  work  has  failed  to  achieve 
our  object,  and,  oppressed  with  that  thought, 
but  not  diisheartened,  the  main  body  of  the 
assaulting  force  withdraws  to  our  main  line, 
>^ving  a  force  adequate  to  the  task,  to  intrench 
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and  hold  the  little  ground  we  did  win.  The  losses 
in  Newton's  division  will  reach,  I  presume,  at 
least  eight  hundred. 

We  left  Davis*  division,  to  which  has  been 
allotted  a  part  in  this  sanguinary  effort,  shel- 
tered by  high  ground,  awaiting  orders.  At 
9:20  A.  M.,  leaving  Morgan  as  reserve,  with 
McGook  on  the  left,  formed  in  column  of  regi- 
ments, and  Mitchell  in  the  same  order  on  the 
right,  he  uncovers  his  column,  and  moves 
tl^ough  into  the  open  fields.  His  appearance 
is  the  signal  for  the  enemy's  artillery  that  now 
opens  from  half  a  dozen  points  along  his  line. 
The  troops  take  the  double-quick,  and,  cheering 
lustily,  sweep  boldly  across  the  intervening 
space.  In  advance  of  Mitchell's  brigade  the 
Thirty-fourth  Illinois  is  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
with  four  companies  in  reserve.  The  rebel 
skirmishers  deliver  a  volley  and  rapidly  retire. 
A  light  abatis  is  encountered,  but  it  offers 
slight  resistance.  Pushing  through  and  on,  the 
two  columns  descend  into  a  hollow  and  are 
partially  sheltered. 

Here  again  the  formation  seemed  to  have 
proven  defective.  That  this  expedient,  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  saving  men,  faUed  of  its 
object,  I  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  The 
peculiar  formation  of  the  rebel  lines,  and  the 
excellent  judgment  displayed  by  the  rebels  in 
planting  dieir  artillery,  conspired  to  adduce  a 
bloody  proof  of  the  futility  of  the  plan.  The 
men  saw  that  the  experiment  was  too  costly,  and 
long  before  they  reached  the  hollow  they  had 
begiin  to  deploy. 

Here  the  lines  were  readjusted  and  the  two 
columns  summoning  every  energy  and  bracing 
every  nerve,  stood  ready  to  close  in  a  death- 
grapple  for  the  works.  The  word  is  spoken, 
and,  with  a  yell  that  has  in  it  the  evidence  of 
soul  to  dare  and  earnest  will  to  work,  the  men 
rush  to  the  assault  A  volley  tears  through  our 
ranks  and  strews  the  ground  with  dead  and  dy- 
ing. Over  these,  careless  as  to  who  is  trampled, 
the  furious  followers  rush  headlone  forward,  and 
they,  too,  are  numbered  among  Sie  fallen.  It 
was  a  spectacle  full  of  sublimity.  When  I  knew 
the  fate  of  that  charge  my  thoughts  involuntar- 
ily reverted  to  that  passage  in  Byron's  descrip- 
tion of  Waterloo : 

<<  When  this  fiery  mass  of  Ilring  valor. 
Rolling  on  the  foe. 
And  burning  with  high  hope, 
Shall  mooider  cold  and  low.'* 

Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  in  the  act  of  mounting 
the  rebel  parapet,  wa^  pierced  by  a  ball  that 
passed  entirely  through  the  left  breast  and  he  was 
borne  from  the  field.  Colonel  Harnun,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-filth  Elinois,  a  noble  sol- 
dier and  a  popular  oflScer,  succeeded  to  the 
command.  Inning  forward  as  the  line,  borne 
down  by  a  mass  of  metal  that  threatened  to 
sweep  it  from  existence,  was  wavering,  he 
raised  his  sword  and  was  about  to  lead  another 
charge,  when  a  bullet  struck  him  lifeless  to  the 
earth.  Colonel  Dilworth,  of  the  Eighty-fifth 
Olinoifl  was  next  in  rank,  and  assumed  command. 


Again  and  again  did  Dilworth  and  MitcbeD  letd 
their  men  to  the  enemy's  woiks.  Among  the 
fearless  spirits  that  on  that  day  seemed  as  im- 
pervious to  bullets  as  to  fear  is  Colonel  Baoniog, 
of  the  One  Hundred  and*  Twenl^-first  Ohio,  a 
regiment  of  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigade.  He  ap- 
parently ignored  his  own  safety,  refused  shelter 
when  it  offered,  and  busied  himself  insteadjlDg 
and  holdine  his  line.  If  troops  could  be  made 
invincible,!  apprehend  it  could  only  be  under 
such  leaders  as  he. 

To  give  you  some  idea  of  the  desperate  char- 
acter of  the  struggle,  the  following  ^icts  will  be 
ample  data : 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Ohio,  the 
raiment  that  led  the  colunm  under  Mitchell,  lost 
ten  officers  out  of  nineteen. 

Two  men  of  the  Thirty^ourth  Ulinois  were 
left  dead  inside  the  enemy's  works.  The  color* 
bearer  of  the  Twenty-second  Indiana-John 
Caton,  of  company  F — carried  his  colors  so  near 
the  works  that  a  rebel  cast  a  stone  at  him  with 
such  force  as  to  fracture  the  skulL  The  same 
^lant  fellow  was  struck  by  a  bullet  before  be- 
ing wounded  in  the  head,  and  though  it  carried 
away  his  finger,  he  would  not  yield  the  flag,  but 
bore  it  forward  until  struck  down  as  I  have  men- 
tioned. Captain  Jack  Kennedy,  of  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Illinois,  was  also  dangerously  wounded  by  a 
stone  thrown  from  the  rebel  works.  One  of 
Colonel  Mitchell's  men  was  serously  wounded  in 
the  leg  by  a  pickaxe  hurled  by  a  burly  foeman 
at  o\ir  line.  The  bodies  of  two  of  Colonel  Mit- 
chell's men  could  be  seen,  alter  our  wi&drawa], 
hanging  across  the  rebel  breastworks.  It  waaa 
day  pregnant  with  heroic  deeds,  and  the  pen  of 
the  niscorian  and  the  poet,  the  pencil  of  the 
painter,  and  the  chisel  of  the  artist,  will  yet  find 
matter  here  for  thought  and  labor. 

The  correspondent  only  regrets  that  his  tima 
and  space  are  not  commensurate  with  bis  desires. 
Hundreds  of  exemplary  soldiers,  who  have  per- 
formed deeds  that  would  brighten  any  historic 
page,  and  stir  a  patriotic  prido  in  the  hearts  of 
his  loyal  countrymen,  will  go  down  to  death, 
each  of  whom  deserves  a  place  with  him  who  ia 
<*  Freedom's  now  and  Fame's, 
One  of  the  few— the  Immortil  Bunet 
TluU  w^e  not  born  to  die." 

The  day  of  the  battle  was  fearfully  hot,  and 
the  dead  and  wounded  lay  side  by  side  between 
the  lines  that  were  but  thirty  yards  apart,  while 
the  yicious  bullets  whistled  over  them,  from 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  day  until  early  the  follow- 
ing morning.  The  fighting  on  Davis*  front  lasted 
about  an  hour,  during  which  time  he  sustained  a 
loss  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Colonels 
Dilworth  and  Mitchell  headed  tiieir  brigades 
with  the  wisdom  and  dexterity  of  lifelong  sol- 
diers, and  elicit  hearty  commendations.  Colonel 
Daniel  McCook  won  laurels  to-day  that  aD  who 
love  to  be  honored  as  a  brave  man  and  a  compe- 
tent leader  cannot  fail  to  envy. 

Davis'  division  retired  only  to  the  shelter  of  a 
light  knoll,  when  the  men  scooped  with  their 
hands  dirt  enough  to  shield  their  bodi^  uatJ 
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toeoGfaing  took  arrived,  when  Btronger  defences 
woe  thrown  np,  and  the  two  lines  lie  now  so 
dose,  tint  our  men  lying  on  theii  backs  pitch 
orer  stones  and  dubs  into  the  rebel  works. 

To  protect  the  flank  of  the  assaulting  column 
n»kr  Davtt,  Hooker,  with  Geary  on  the  left,  and 
Botterfield  on  the  right,  leaving  Williams  in  re- 
•erre  on  the  centre,  moved  from  his  works 
icro88  (he  open  fields,  suffering  a  slight  loss,  and 
rested  his  line  iust  at  the  edge  of  the  forest  Just 
■Oder  the  rebel  works  he  lay  and  forciiied.  The 
nv  line  he  still  holds  with  a  light  force,  having 
retired  his  main  forces  to  the  original  line. 

SdK>fieId'B  operations  consisted  of  an  advance 
hj  Riley's  brigade  on  the  Sandtown  road,  which 
resdted  in  a  sharp  skirmish,  and  the  driving  of 
tibe  etemy  from  his  works.  Regretting  tihat  I 
an  not  ubiquitous,  the  fact  that  I  am  not,  ad- 
mSRl  I  presume  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
BIT  that  oar  line  was  at  least  twelve  miles  bng, 
to  eecare  pardon  for  not  furnishing  the  partio- 
ibn. 

Htecall's  division,  I  was  credibly  informed, 
eagBged  the  enemy  and  drove  him  at  every 
pttiiit  The  enemy's  right  was  weak,  and  was 
Wd  partly  by  cavalry.  I  heard  no  estimate  of 
the  losses  in  General  Sohofield's  corps  that  I 
deemed  reliable,  and  hence  I  adopt  none. 

I  estimate  the  losses  resulting  from  the  assault 
rioag  the  line  at  three  thousand,  and  feel  confi- 
dent that  official  reports  will  not  vary  far  from 
diat  estimate.  Of  course,  immediately  after  an 
e^agementof  the  character  of  this,  before  the 
Imports  of  regimental  commanders  have  been 
KBt  in,  it  is  impossible  to  be  exact ;  but  I  venr 
tee  the  assertion  that  the  official  count  will  not 
iTf  one  hondred  either  way. 

The  army  now  is  executing  another  flank 
BT'Tement,  and,  if  successful,  as  I  cannot  believe 
h  will  lail  to  be,  when  you  next  hear  from  me  it 
viO  be  from  the  banks  of  the  Chattahoochee,  if 
as*  from  the  objective  point  of  the  campaign — 
Atbnfea. 

Sa.  Mjub  Soon  or  Misivrri,  \ 
Jane  sa        / 

The  aasanlt  upon  the  centre  and  left,  which 
•Si  made,  having  proved  a  failure,  and  the 
r^ieli  itill  maintaining  themselves  on  Kenesaw 
vBh  de6ance,  what  next  shall  be  done  to  dis- 
U^  tbem  ?  It  is  not  for  any  one  to  say  that 
^isiiiposrible  for  large  enough  bodies  of  our 
*f*Jps  to  take  the  rebel  works  by  direct  assault, 
k«t  ibe  ncrifice  of  life  would  be  so  f^uf  ul  that 
fie  Bind  cannot  contemplate  it  without  horror. 
Ta  charge  upon  thick  ranks  of  living  men,  is  a 
^^  oar  BcMiers  do  with  spirit,  for  they  have 
P^  hope  of  success ;  but  to  be  thrust  against 
«d  wills  of  earth  and  logs,  only  to  be  broken 
■dl  OTished,  without  anv  compensating  gain,  is 
«» ii  maddening.  The  flanking  policy  pur- 
•*d  by  General  Sherman,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
*»«lt  of  the  twenty-seventh,  is  not  only  the 
^^  philanthropy,  but  the  most  successful 
*^^^.  It  makes  armies  gain  battles  by 
^^ei<es  instead  of  charges,  with  shoe-leather 


rather  than  with  bayonets;  keeps  the  men  in 
good  spirits,  and  keeps  them  out  of  the  hospi- 
tals and  out  of  the  graves.  It  takes  more  bread, 
and  meat,  and  coffee,  and  is  less  glorious  as  the 
world  goes,  but  it  saves  men's  lives,  and  that 
is  more  than  all  else.  We  must  meet  the  rebel 
army  sometime,  it  is  true,  face  to  face,  and 
fight  it,  fight  it  hard,  and  crush  it,  else  the 
Confederacy  will  never  be  broken  up.     . 

What  this  new  movement,  then,  is  definitely, 
of  course,  I  do  not  know ;  but  it  is  evidently  to 
be  a  return  to  the  old  strategy  of  flanking. 

Certain  corps  of  the  army  are  being  rapidly 
brought  to  a  marching  trim,  by  being  sifted  of 
rheumatics  and  debilitated  men — all,  in  short, 
who  cannot  march  fi&st — and  others  are  mak- 
ing themselves  impregnable  behind  regular 
forts  and  earthworks  of  a  formidable  charac- 
ter. It  may  not  be  that  they  will  make  an 
attempt  upon  the  fortifications  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  it  may  be 
they  will. 

The  question  may  be  asked  why  Kenesaw 
Mountain  was  not  flanked  at  once,  and  left 
behind  in  the  forward  march,  just  as  Lost 
Mountain  and  Pine  Moimtain  were?  On  the 
ordinary  maps  they  all  appear  as  detached 
cones  rising  out  of  the  surrounding  level,  and 
offering  the  same  facilities  for  tlie  passage  of 
flanking  columns  at  their  base.  The  real  moun- 
tains are  not  so.  Lost  Mountain  is  almost  a 
perfect  cone ;  so  is  Pine  Mountain ;  but  Kene- 
saw is  composed  of  two  sections,  divided  by  a 
deep  notch  on  the  summit,  and  the  entire  leneth 
of  the  two  at  the  base  is  nearly  two  miles. 
Besides  that,  they  slope  away  gradually  in  a 
series  of  hiUs,  forming  approaches  to  the  main 
peak,  and  offering  great  natural  advantages  for 
fortifications.  Thus  the  length  of  the  rebel 
front,  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry 
by  assault,  was  upward  of  four  miles,  the  east 
end  resting  on  the  railroad.  As  the  army 
approached  this  stronghold,  and  the  centre  and 
part  of  the  left  began  to  bear  against  it,  the 
right  wing  was  gradually  swimg  around  parallel 
to  the  railroad,  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
driving  off  a  sufficient  number  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  to  enable  an  assault  made  upon  these 
approaches  to  succeed.  The  difficulties  which 
la^  in  the  way  of  this  assault,  both  the  strength 
of  the  defences  and  the  determination  of  the 
rebels,  seem  not  to  have  been  fully  weighed  by 
any  one.  It  was  made  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
and  failed — signally  failed.  Lost  Mountain  was 
so  distant  from  the  railroad  that  the  rebel  line 
could  barely  reach  it  by  being  greatly  deployed, 
and,  at  the  same  time  hold  the  railroad.  Our 
own  superfluity  in  numbers  enabled  us  to  bring 
a  strong  line  against  theirs,  and  to  sweep  it 
away  at  once.  Pine  Mountain,  though  much 
nearer  to  the  railroad,  was  so  entirely  detached 
that,  while  a  small  force  was  left  in  its  front, 
the  two  wings  could  begin  at  once  to  swing 
around  and  cause  the  rebels  to  vacate  it.  It 
required  so  long  a  line  to  hold  the  railroad  and, 
at  the  same  time  keep  a  strong  force  all  along 
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the  base  of  the  mountam,  that  there  was  bnt  a 
small  force  left;  with  which  to  attempt  a  fiank 
on  the  rieht  do  small  was  it  that  the  Com- 
manding General  seems  to  have  been  deterred 
from  pushing  it  vigorously  eastward  toward  the 
railroad  in  the  rear  of  Marietta,  for  fear  of 
detaching  it  altogether  from  the  main  army  and 
exposing  it  to  disaster.  Nothing  further  was 
attempted,  therefore^  as  I  have  said,  than  to 
extend  the  right  on  a  lone  line  down  along  the 
enemy's  flank,  with  the  hope  that  this  would 
weaken  his  strength  in  liie  centre  and'  render 
tile  hills  on  the  east  and  west  of  Kenesaw  preg- 
nable to  an  assault  The  rebels  did  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  deceived  by  this  leng^ened 
line;  from  the  elevated  top  of  Kenesaw  they 
could  see  plainly  that  our  main  posts  still  con- 
fronted them,  and  that  the  flankino'  movement 
was  not  in  earnest  They  contented  themselves 
with  sending  a  Cf)rps  to  check  it  partially,  which 
thev  did  in  the  %ht  of  the  twenty-fourth,  as 
will  be  remembered.  What  might  have  been 
accomplished  more  than  has  been,  if  the  force 
we  sent  out  that  day  had  been  made  stronger 
by  details  from  the  centre  (which  could  have 
amply  protected  itself  behind  intrenchmentp}, 
and  had  pushed  vigorously  for  tlie  railroaa, 
even  at  the  risk  of  l^cominr  entirely  detached 
from  the  main  body,  and  hid  thus  fallen  upon 
the  enemy's  rear,  I  will  not  attempt  to  sav. 
The  result  might  have  been  bettor;  possibly 
much  worse. 

Signalizing,  a  most  intoresting  and  useful  arm 
of  the  military  service  is,  perhaps,  less  heard  of 
by  the  public  than  any  other ;  and  its  invalua* 
ble  labors,  as  well  as  its  frequent  imminent  per- 
ils, are  alike  unrecorded,  and,  therefore,  unap- 
Ereciated.  The  signal-officer  who  would  bring 
kte  and  full  news  to  the  Commanding  Oenenu 
must  undergo  not  a  little  fatigue  and  hardship. 
He  must  climb  high  trees  to  watdi  the  enemy; 
he  must  penetrate  through  tangled  thickets  and 
forests,  in  search  of  eligible  stations ;  he  must 
climb  the  sides  of  steep  and  rugged  mountains, 
and  his  bright  and  showy  flag  never  fails  to 
attract  the  rebel  sharpshooter's  fire  when  he  is 
in  reach,  vHiich  he  must  often  be  to  secure  a 
good  post,  or  observe  the  enemy  closely.  When 
once  a  station  is  established,  his  flag  must  never 
droop  by  day,  nor  his  torch  grow  dim  by  night, 
till  he  has  orders  from  his  chief  to  abandon  the 
post  for  a  new  one.  And  yet  so  great  is  the 
mystery  with  which  he  must  enshroud  his  art, 
so  profoundly  secret  must  he  keep  the  weighty 
messages  and  orders  confided  to  him,  and  so 
silent  are  his  operations,  that  the  world,  and 
even  the  army,  know  little  about  him.  He  alone 
is  proof  against  the  wiles  of  those  "  universal 
walking  interrogation-pointe,"  the  correspond- 
ents, though  he,  above  all  others,  is  tlie  man 
whom  they  would  delight  to  be  permitted  to 
**  use."  But  he  has  his  reward  for  all  this.  In 
the  clear,  upper  air  where  he  dwells  he  sees,  as 
with  a  hawk's  eye,  the  whole  great  drama 
played  out  beneath  him ;  he  sees  me  long  lines 
of  men    deployed    through    ihe  valleys,  and 


knows  where  they  go  and  why ;  his  eyes  feist 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  where  the  colomnB  ot 
attack  rush  impetuously  down  a  wooded  dope, 
across  an  open  field,  and  up  into  another  piece 
of  woods,  and  all  is  clear  to  him  and  inteUifi- 
ble,  while,  to  others  who  must  grovel  on  me 
ground,  there  is  nothing  but  an  exasperating 
muddle. 

Signal  stations  are  of  two  kinds;  refleotisg 
stations  and  stations  of  observation :  the  former 
for  trailsmitting  despatehes,  the  latter  for  w^cb* 
ing  the  enemy  and  communicating  the  resoha 
to  the  conmiander.  Both  are  constructed  on 
the  same  principles,  and  employ  the  same  in- 
struments. Thelatter  are  few  and  simple.  The 
flag  is  made  of  different  colors,  to  contrut 
with  the  line  of  the  back-ground,  white,  blade, 
or  red.  The  one  usually  employed  is  but  fov 
feet  square ;  for  the  longest  distances  it  is  made' 
six  feet  square,  and  mounted  on  a  third  joint  i£ 
staff,  to  give  it  wider  range.  The  marine  glan 
is  used  tor  scanning  the  horizon  rapidly,  sod 
making  general  observations;  the  telesoope 
for  reading  signals  at  a  great  distance,  and 
observing  fixed  pointe  minutely.  Besides  these, 
there  is  a  certain  mysterious  pasteboard  dise, 
stamped  with  a  circle  of  figures,  and  a  sliding 
interior  one  of  letters  corresponding  to  eacb. 
This  is  the  key  and  clue  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  to  the  uninitiated  is,  of  course,  impeDsl 
trable. 

When  a  message  is  about  to  be  sent,  tb^ 
flag-man  takes  his  station  upon  some  elevated 
object  and  "calls"  the  station  with  which  hi 
desirto  to  conununicate,  bv  waving  the  Am 
or  toiT5h  slowly  to  and  fro.  The  operator^ 
seated  at  the  glass,  watohes  close^  the  dis 
taut  -flag,  and  as  soon  as  it  responds  by  dip 
ping  he  is  ready  to  send  his  despatob.  Hddiiq 
the  written  message  before  him,  he  calls  out  to 
the  flag-man  certain  numbers,  each  figure  oi 
combination  of  figures  standing  for  a  letted 
The  flag-man  indicates  each  separate  figure  hs 
an  ingenious  combination  of  a  lew  very  simnk 
motions.  For  instance,  one  stroke  of  the  na^ 
from  a  perpendicular  to  a  right  horizontal  indi 
cateB  one  figure  ;  a  stroke  to  the  left  horizont 
indicates  another;  a  stroke  executing  a  h 
circle,  another,  &c.  After  each  motion  indii 
ing  a  figure,  the  flag  returns  always  to  a 
pendicuiar.  There  are  a  few  syllables  which  ar< 
indicated  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  fla? ;  other 
wise  the  word  must  be  spelled  out  leitter  bj 
letter.  Experienced  signal-officers,  howev^ 
employ  many  abbreviations  by  omitting  voweld 
&c.,  so  that  scarcely  a  single  word,  unless  \ 
very  unused  one,  is  spelled  out  in  fuH. 

When  a  message  is  being  received,  th| 
operator  sits  at  the  glass,  with  the  flag- 
near  to  record  it  This  the  operator  then  in 
prets,  for  not  even  the  General  himself  is 
the  secret,  and  by  supplying  the  omiti 
vowels,  &c..  makes  out  an  intelligible  piece 
the  King's  English. 

The  rapi4fity  with  which  all  this  is  ex( 
by  experienced  operators  is  astonishing.    Tl 
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%  ii  kept  in  goch  rapid  motion  that  l^e  eye 
of  tfao  inexpert  can  acarcelj  follow,  and  his 
wonkr  is  increased  by  being  told  that  the 
Mder,  of  whom  he  can  not  see  the  elighteet  in- 
tetioo  with  his  naked  eye,  is  ten  or  twelve 
■ihi  iwBj.  An  ordinary  message  of  a  few 
fisti  ii  despatched  in  ten  minutes ;  a  whole 
pig«  of  foolscap)  occupies  about  thirty  minutes 
k  its  ttiosmiasion*  Officers  who  lutve  lone 
wodnd  together,  and  are  intisiately  acquainted 
«ilh  each  oth^s  abbroTiations  and  peculiar  ex- 
pMBOos,  csn  improve  upon  even  this  speed. 

Tbedistuioe,  also,  through  which  signals  can 
betnoanittedwi&out  an  intermediate  station 
ii  impriBisg.  Last  spring,  Captain  Leonard, 
daef  ngnal-officer  of  the  Fourth  corps,  sent 
ivpttdMS  regulaHy  from  Ringgold  to  Summer- 
lifie,  OD  Loekout  ^untain,  a  distance  of  eight- 
tM  waiesi  Lieutenant  William  Re3nolds,  for- 
Mi^  of  the  Tentii  corps,  signallea  from  the 
ieckof  a  sun*boat  twenty  miles  into  Port  Royid 
Ivbor.  if,  Daniels  was  sent  by  the  Secretary 
d  War  to  Maryland  Eteights  to  give  information 
if  the  eaemfB  movements,  and  he  succeeded  in 
mkBdi  mewages  rapidly  over  the  extraordinary 
AitBoee  of  twenty-four  mUes — ^from  the  Heights 
^  Sugar-loaf  Mountain — four  miles  from  fred- 
•OBk.  But  these  instances  require  remaricably 
iivonble  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  locality, 
kL  Ordinarily  messages  are  not  sent  a  ^eater 
distanoe  than  six  or  eight  miles.  Last  night,  a 
'vpatek  vas  sent  from  General  Schofield's 
indqwrtera  to  Lost  Mountain,  a  distance  of 
nilea,  aad  returned  to  General  Hooker's 
directly  over  which  it  had  passed 
io|ssoat,and  a  message  returned  to.  General 
miald  in  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the 
npnrleft  him.  General  Hooker  is  one  mile 
fan  General  Scfaofield,.aiid  directly  between 
ba  and  the  monntsdn,  but  an  intervening 
fant  prerenta  direct  communication. 

Not  even  the  flagnnen  themselves  have  the 

iigliteat  knowledge  of  the  import  of  the  mes- 

■p  tbay  are  seeing ;  not  a  General  in  the 

n^  ia  let  into  the  secret,  unless  he  comes 

whly  as  a  student ;  nor  can  the  signal-officers 

I   taaebes  read  the  message  sent  to  them  un- 

I   "Kthey  have  first  had  the  counterdgn  or  key, 

i   Si*cimitdaOy. 

Ir  IHI  FULD.  TMm  Miui  Sooth  or  llARnirrjL  ) 

^Ifeetta  ia  ours;  the  valiant  secesh  who 
""•ting^  proclaimed  that  they  would  continue 
^  bold  ^e  city  at  all  hazards,  have  ignomi- 
^'''^j  abandoned  their  works  around  the  Kene- 
>ni,aodat  tbe  present  writing  the  '*  detested 
Ji4b"  are  cooking  "sow-beU/'  in  the  "  Val- 
W  Gty."  As  (Mredioted  in  my  last,  Sher- 
^  haa  again  outflanked  Johnston,  and  as  a 


^^~  coitsrauence  he  haa — ^retreated.  On 
"i%  laat,  Hooker's  and  Schofield's  corps 
**ved  to  the  right  seme  two  miles,  and  the 
*^  ught  Morgan  L.  Smi^'s  division  of  ihe 
^8«tb  corps  was  withdrawn  ffom  our  left 
^  piKed  in  position  oft  our  right,  which  made 


our  right  flank  about  four  miles  from  the  CSiat- 
tahoochee  river.  Johnston  at  once  saw  that 
he  was  completely  outgeneralled,  and  on  Friday 
afternoon  Hardee's  and  Polk's  corps  began 
their  retreat  to  the  river,  throwing  out  a  strong 
skirmish  line  in  our  front,  to  keep  up  appear- 
ances. Notwithstanding  their  utmost  caution, 
the  rumbling  of  their  artillery  and  the  rattling 
of  their  wagon-trains  was  plainly  heard  by  our 
advanced  line  of  skirmishers  and  by  them  rc^ 
ported  alone  our  lines. 

On  Saturday  night,  about  ten  o'clock.  Hood's 
corps,  which  was  detailed  to  cover  Johnston's 
retreat,  began  the  retrogade  movement,  and^  at 
midnight,  our  pickets  reported  that  the  rebels 
had  evacuated  their  works,  and  the  only  force 
in  occupation  was  a  slight  skirmish  line.  This 
good  news  was  subsequently  verified  by  our 
skirmishers  along  the  Une,  and  at  3.30  on  Sun- 
day morning,  "solitary  horsemen"  orderlies, 
were  busily  engaged  in  carrying  orders  to  the 
various  corps,  aivision,  and  brigade  command- 
ers, to  prepare  to  move  immediately.  A  little 
after  daylight,  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  Twen- 
tieth and  Fifteenth  corps  took  up  their  march 
for  Marietta,  and,  after  a  runnine  skirmish  with 
Wheeler's  cavalry  and  the  rebel  pickets,  ot 
whom  it  capttired  about  one  thousand,  including 
prisoners  and  deserters,  our  forces  entered  the 
city  about  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  Immediately  on 
arrival,  a  provost  guard,  detailed  from  the 
First  division  of  the  Fifteenth  corps,  was  placed 
around  the  city  to  prevent  the  soldiers  from 
pillaging ;  but,  with  few  exceptions,  there  was 
little  to  plunder,  for  most  of  the  inhabitants  had 
fled  in  pursuit  of  that  myth — ^the  "last  ditch.'* 
Mariet^,  in  the  language  of  countrymen  living 
some  two  or  three  miles  from  it,  "  was  a  right 
smart  place  for  an  up-country  town,"  and  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  must  have 
been  a  pla^  of  considerable  business.  It  is 
prettily  situated  in  a  valley  in  the  rear  of  the 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  to  which  there  is  a  pleasant 
drive  through  a  series  of  the  most  enchanting 
groves — such  as  wood-nymphs  were  wont  to 
sport  in,  if  there  is  any  truth  to  be  placed  in 
the  mythological  annals  of  the  Ramans.  In  the 
centre  of  the  town  is  a  small  park,  at  the  comers 
of  which  are  the  "  town-pumps  " — not  pumps 
either,  for  they  are  almost  unknown  in  this 
country — ^but  deep  weUs,  from  which  the  water 
is  raised  by  means  of  a  rope  and  windlass.  It 
boasts,  or  to  speak  more  properly,  did  boast,  of 
a  large  {lotel,  on  the  piazzas  of  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  chivalry  in  days  of  yore  were  wont  to 
dilate  at  length  en  Uie  beastly  Tanks,  while 
smoking  cigars  and  moistening  their  labial 
organs  with  mint  juleps.  The  ancient  grandeur 
of  the  hotel  and  mine  host  have  both  ofet^arted, 
QxA  in  place  of  the  gorgeous  furniture  there 
was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  a  few  old  benches 
and  piles  of  straw,  which  told  too  plainly  that 
it  had  been  used  as  a  hospital  Near-by  was  a 
carpenter  shop,  at  the  door  of  which  was  a 
large  pile  of  unplaned  pine  coffins,  while  at  a 
short  distance  roposed  a  cemetery,  in  which 
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your  correspondent  noticed  some  eight  hundred 
or  one  thousand  new-made  graves.  Adjoining 
this,  and  enclosed  with  a  white  picket  fence,  is 
the  city  cemetery,  in  which  stand  quite  a  num- 
ber of  elegant  marble  monuments,  in  memoriam 
of  departed  citizens.  On  one  side  of  the  main 
street  stands  a  large  three-story  mill — ''  Kene- 
saw  Mills  " — ^but  like  the  dead  organ-grinder,  Its 
occupation  is  gone.  The  steam  engine,  boiler, 
burrs  and  bolting-cloths  have  all  been  removed, 
and  may  in  all  probability  be  again  used  in 
grinding  hominy  for  our  oppressed  Southern 
brethren.  The  stores  were  all  closed ;  Ihe  tape 
and  needle  merchants,  the  green-erocers  and 
the  egg  and  butter  venders  had  all  packed  up 
and  skedaddled.  Only  one  store  was  left  with 
any  goods  in  it,  and  that  was  a  drug  store,  and 
from  its  appearance  there  did  not  seem  to  be 
much  there  beyond  a  few  tinctures,  some  Yan- 
kee patent  medicines — no  doubt  never  paid  for 
•~and  a  lot  of  pill  and  salve  boxes.  As  our 
troops  marched  through  the  city  in  solid  col- 
umn, their  bayonets  glistening  in  the  sunshine 
—orderly  and  in  good  marching  time— some 
fair  secesh  damsel  would  cautiously  draw  the 
curtain  and  take  a  peep.  Finding  they  did  not 
prove  any  attraction,  they  became  more  bold, 
and  windows  and* doors  were  gradually  opened. 
Little  children  would  run  out  and  inquire  if  we 
were  Yanks,  and  gaze  on  us  with  childish  sim- 
plicity. 

All  day  long  and  far  into  the  night,  solid  bo- 
dies of  infantry  marched,  long  trains  of  artillery 
rumbled,  and  the  wheels  of  miles  of  wagon- 
trains  creaked  through  the  town,  and  it  was 
not  until  near  daylight  that  the  noise  ceased. 
(General  Sherman  made  his  headquarters  at  the 
big  hotel,  while  the  Department  of  the  Camber- 
land  was  to  be  found  at  an  elegant  residence— 
formerly  occupied  by  the  chief  professor  of  the 
Marietta  Military  Academy.  This  wa3,  in  its 
palmiest  days,  quite  an  institution,  and  was 
laigely  patronized  by  the  scions  of  the  Georgian 
chivalry.  The  Academy  is  a  large  three-story 
building,  built  of  brick,  and  shaped  somewluit 
like  the  letter  E,  and  is  situated  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill  about  a  mile  to  the  south-west  of  the 
town.  In  front  is  a  beautiful  lawn,  on  which 
the  students  were  put  through  the  manual  of 
arms.  On  either  side  of  the  Academy,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  one  hundred  feet,  are  some 
twenty  or  thirty  small  cottages,  in  which  the 
students  board,  in  a  style  similar  to  that  in  use  at 
West  Point  In  rear  was  a  gymnasium,  but  as 
the  gymnasts  had  all  gone,  Uie  appliances  for 
getting  up  muscle  have  gone  also.  From  the 
top  of  the  Academy  is  a  splendid  view  of  the 
surrounding  country.  Lost  and  Pine  Moun  tarns, 
the  Kenesaws  and  Bush  Mountams,  together 
with  the  intervening  hills  and  valleys — the  tout 
ensemble  forming  a  very  beautiful  landscape. 

In  company  with  several  staff  officers,  your  cor- 
respondent rode  through  the  rebel  fortfecations 
a  Httle  to  the  south-west  of  the  Kenesaw — par- 
ticularly those  which  were  so  unsuccessfully 
attacked  by  Newton  and  Jeff.  C.  I>Etvis  on  Mon- 


day last  These  works  were  the  admtratioTi  of 
all  military  men,  with  whom  we  talked,  and  it 
excited  no  little  surprise  that  Johnston  was  ever 
obliged  to  leave  them.  It  was  the  universil 
opinion  that  they  could  never  have  beensoc- 
cessfully  assaulted,  except  at  an  enormous  loss, 
and  even  then  the  issue  would  have  been 
doubtful.  The  works  were  in  doable  line,  aod 
built  in  conformity  with  the  most  approved 
style  of  engineering.  They  were  bo  wdl  pro- 
tected by  earth  as  to  be  impervious  to  either 
shot  or  shell,  and  the  ditching  behind  is  of  such 
character  as  to  afford  the  best  possible  protec- 
tion against  shelling.  In  front  of  the  firet  line 
was  a  (^leveaux  de/rise^  and  immediately  behind 
a  double  row  of  abatis.  The  points  of  the 
cher>eaux  de/rise  were  splintered  almost  as  fine  u 
broom  com  by  the  terrific  shower  of  leaden  hail 
fired  by  our  men,  in  the  charge  made  on  Monday 
last,  but  it  was  too  strong  for  our  brave  boys  to 
charge,  and  so  ttiey  had  to  fall  back  to  the  rebel 
skirmish  line,  where  they  intrenched  themselves. 
The  abatis  was  very  formidable,  aad  consisted 
of  a  series  of  sharpened  stakes  firmly  posted  to 
the  earth  by  means  of  riders  and  forks.  To  give 
yotur  readers  an  idea  of  it,  let  them  imagioe  i 
picket  fence  inclined  so  near  the  earth  that  ^ 
points  of  the  pickets  would  reach  to  the  knees 
of  a  man  standing  immediately  in  front  of  it, 
and  in  order  to  make  it  immovable,  suppose  the 
bottom  board  of  the  fence  to  be  fastened  to  the 
earth  by  means  of  crotches.  The  cheveoHX  de 
frise  resembles  a  long  string  of  those  domestic 
anmtials  known  as  "  saw-horses,**  with  the  ends 
of  the  **  crosses**  sharpened.  These  croe»i>iece8 
are  inserted,  at  a  distance  of  some  two  feet  apart, 
through  holes  bored  in  a  log,  and  make  a  most 
formidable  defense. 

On  Tuesday  last,  the  day  after  the  unsaccessful 
assault  on  the  rebel  lines,  McGook's  brigade,  of 
which  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Illinois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Langley  commanding,  formed 
the  front,  determined  to  advanee  their  line  of 
works  in  order  to  mine  those  of  the  enemy. 
As  the  distance  was  not  more  than  two  hundred 
feet,  it  was  an  extremely  hazardous  enterprise ; 
but  as  Yankee  ingenuity  cannot  be  baulked, 
Colonel  Langlev  devised  a  plan,  the  like  of 
which  has  not  been  seen  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  The  Colonel  and  one  volun- 
teer crawled  from  their  line  to  a  tree  some 
twenty  yards  in  advance,  and  behind  it  com- 
menced digging  a  small  pit  After  digging 
enough  earth  to  give  protection,  an  empty 
cracker-box  was  dragged  up  from  the  lines  by 
means  of  a  rope,  and  filled  with  earth  this  was 
placed  in  front  of  the  pit  and  after  digging  a 
little  more,  another  cracker-box  was  brought 
along,  filled  and  placed  in  juxtaposition.  This 
was  continued  with  success  until  finally  the 
whole  regiinent  advanced  the  twenty  yards,  and 
were  safely  ensconed  behind  the  cracker-box 
fortifications.  Mining  was  then  at  once  com- 
menced, but  the  evacuation  of  the  rebels  rendered 
it  useless  t<f  proceed  with  the  work  to  its  com- 
pletioiL    By  the  way,  somehow  or  another  the 
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rebeb  became  aware  of  oor  design,  for  a  pris- 
oaer  caotored  yesterday  stated  that  he  was 
iteaonea  where  the  mine  "  would  have  blown 
hm  t)  tbander,  had  not  our'ns  left" 

The  foartb— the  day  we  celebrate,  was  ushered 
m  thu  ffloming  in  the  osnal  style — music  and 
cumooadiof.    The  former  was  at  headauarters, 
vfa&  the  Atter  wpf^  at  the  rebels,  who  have 
ude  a  demonstration  on  a  range  of  bills  im- 
Kdiately  in  our  front,  and  tour  miles  south  of 
Mirietti.   This  is  in  all  likelihood  only  a  feint,  in 
tfder  to  give  Johnston  time  to  get  properly 
posted  at  the  Chattahoochee — a  "^pevine** 
beiiifiQ  circulation  that  nearly*  all  his  mfantry 
ltd  artillery  is  across  the  river,  except  the  rear 
gaird- 
Oa  Wednesday  morning  last,  a  truce  was  ar- 
i  ms^  upon  between  Colonel  Langley  of  the 
I  Cm  Houdred    and    Twenty-fifth    Illinois,  of 
,  JfeCook's  brigade,  and  the  rebel  Colonel  Rice,  of 
i  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee,  to  bury  the  dead 
'  kiOfid  in  the  assault  made  on  Monday.     Colonel 
;  fioe  waa  very  anxious  that  the  arms  and  accou- 
I  treoentB  of  our  soldiers  who  fell  at  the  rebel 
!  fareaitworka  should  be  given  over  to  the  rebels. 
B«  to  this  Colonel  Langley  objected,  and  pro- 
}md  that  they  should  be  regarded  as  neutral 
'  fiopertf,  and  not  touched  by  either  party  until 
« or  the  other  should  occupy  the  ground.    To 
fiui Colonel  Rice  reluctantly  consented  — know- 
fag  that  if  he  did  not,  it  would  be  equivalent  to 
i  R>ing  ihat  the  rebels  were  not  going  to  hold 
^  (xidtion.     The  upshot  of  the  matter  was 
JKt  as  Colonel  Langley  expected ;  the  rebels 
tncoated,  and  we  got  all  the  arms,  some  two 
badred  and  fifty  Enfield  rifles. 

from  the  Colonel  I  gather  the  following  in 
r^oa  to  the  personnel  of  Hindman  and  Cheat- 
ba,  with  whom  he  had  a  long  conversation ; 
Atatfaam  8  uniform  consisted  of  an  old  slouched 
htt,a  blue  hickory  shirt,  butternut  pants,  and  a 
pB  of  cavaby  b<K>t8.  The  supports  to  his  un- 
■nttoDahles  were  an  old  leather  strap  ond  a 
fiece  of  web — ^the  tout  ensemble  presenting  the 
iJpcawDce  of  a  "  Johnny"  run  to  seed.  Cheat- 
■a  Tag  of  the  opinion  that  the  war  would  be 
JSded  by  treaty,  as  neither  party  could  conquer. 
He  Tag  satisfied  that  we  had  so  Cf>mpletely 
Jwolationized  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee, 
Satucky,  West  Vireinia,  Maryland  and  Loui- 
■tta,  that  they  would  never  form  part  of  the 
*^*federacy.  He  virtuaUy  admitted  that  he  was 
•i;  i^htiog  from  principle,  and  not  for  the  love 
*f  tfae  Southern  Confederacy.  When  Tennessee 
f*Kd  the  ordinance  of  secession,  he  went  with 
s^aod  at  he  had  cast  his  lot,  he  did  not  feel  dis- 
PMid  to  "  back  down.**  Hindman  hails  from 
^BaM,aod  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  con- 
nd  s^mbier  and  blackleg.  He  does  not 
MBBuod  tiie  respect  of  his  own  troops,  and  by 
■>  bruther-officers  is  despised.  In  appearance 
W  ia  qvite  dressy.  His  auburn  hair  flows  in 
gyfaa  over  his  shoulders,  and  it  is  said  a 
^  Hditto  giri  dresses  it  for  him  every  mom- 


is  doe  to  the  rebel  Colonels  Rice 
^QuXU-Doa        16 


and  House,  for  the  gentlemanly  and  humane 
manner  in  which  they  assisted  our  forces  to  pay 
the  last  sad  rites  to  those  who  fell,  bravely 
fighting  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  June. 

Rrvr'a  StA-nott,  Sim  Milks     \ 
South  or  Hjuustta,  July  «./" 

After  the  rebels  feU  back  from  Kenesaw,  and 
assumed  the  second  great  line  of  defence  I  have 
mentioned  before,  our  army  at  once  followed 
them  up,  and  with  an  abundance  of  artillery 
firing,  made  them  develop  their  lines  full  and 
distinct  The  part  played  herein  by  the  left 
will  be,  doubtless,  fully  set  forth  to  you  by  your 
correspondent  in  that  portion  of  the  forces. 
The  Twentieth  corps  performed  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  splendid  artdlery  practice,  which 
nnally  made  it  too  hot  for  the  rebels  in  their 
new  line,  which  they  evidently  had  constructed 
with  the  fond  hope  that  we  would  again  fling 
upon  it  our  infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  the  Twenty-third 
corps  had  been  fully  put  in  the  rear  (in  reserve) 
of  the  forward  movement  of  the  Twentieth 
corps,  which  at  the  same  time  was  advancing  to 
the  right,  obliquely  toward  the  river,  so  that  it 
was  deployed  directly  in  front  of,  and  about  two 
miles  in  advance  of  the  Twenty-third.  The 
Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth  corps  had, 
meantime,  got  into  position  on  the  right,  in  the 
order  named,  from  left  to  rieht,  and  began  to  ad- 
vance, skirmishing  slightly,  and  cannonading 
the  enemy  wherever  the  enemy  appeared  to  be 
in  .  force.  The  advance  of  the  Fourteenth, 
Twentieth,  and  Fourth  corps,  meantime,  toward 
the  river  was  gradually  straightening  out  the 
rebel  semi-circumr  lines,  which  1  have  alluded 
to  in  a  former  letter  as  investing  the  railroad 
I  bridge,  and  causing  their  forces  to  lengthen  out, 
and  consequently,  extend  down  the  river.  They 
had,  besides,  a  good  reason  for  this  extension 
down  the  river,  in  the  fact  that  the  right  of  our 
army  was  pushing  in  that  direction  to  strike  the 
river  and  occupy  a  sufficient  extent  of  its  bank 
to  enable  us  to  effect  a  crossing.  The  race  was 
so  hotly  pushed,  however,  that  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  reaching  the  river  until  above  Howell's 
Ferry,  and  then  only  at  an  angle,  without  being 
able  to  stretch  any  considerable  force  along  its 
immediate  bank.  The  enemy  offered  what  op- 
position they  were  able  to  this  movement,  by 
constructing  hasty  works,  but  they  were  unable 
to  draw  our  forces  into  an  attack.  They  con- 
tented themselves  with  simply  cannonading 
them  at  long  range,  and  marching  as  rapidly  as 
possible  for  the  river. 

The  task  which  remains  for  the  right  at  pres- 
ent, then,  is  to  crowd  the  enemy  so  hard 
against  the  river  that  he  will  be  compelled  to 
retire  upward  along  its  bank,  and  allow  our 
forces  to  cross  below  a  point  which  they  can 
command  with  their  artillery.  This  will  be  a 
difficult  task,  as  the  enemy  are  said  to  have  con- 
structed several  forts,  mounting  four  or  five 
pieoes  eadi,  tibat  will  o£Eer  much  resistance. 
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GKATTABOocBn  Bim,  Paoi'8  Fbbt,) 
July  7,  1864.        ) 

The  day  has  passed,  and  no  event  of  unusual, 
indeed,  1  might  say,  usual^  importance  has  tran- 
spired. The  artillery  of  liie  Fourth  corps,  last 
evening  and  this  morning,  were  placed  in  posi- 
tion, on  hastily-erected  but  substantial  works 
constructed  by  the  "shovel  brigade,"  and  at 
nine  o'clock,  a  number  of  our  "rebel-demoral- 
izers" opened  upon  the  enemy's  works  upon  the 
southern  bank.  No  response  from  artillery  was 
elicited ;  but  the  musketry  fire  was  quite  spirited 
end  harmless  for  an  hour,  until  our  guns  again 
resumed  silence.  Early  in  the  morning,  General 
Wood  received  orders  to  reconnoitre  the  banks 
of  the  stream  for  a  place  to  lay  pontoons,  and 
the  firing  was,  no  doubt,  to  draw  the  enemy's 
attention  from  him.  His  movements  were,  no 
doubt,  a  feint,  with  the  object  of  giving  the 
enemy  an  impression  that  Sherman  was  ready 
for  another  grand  flank  movement  Whether 
the  feint  was  successful  is  known  alone  to  the 
enemy,  whose  sense  of  fear  was  not  perceptibly 
affected  by  it,  as  no  efforts  were  made  by  Har- 
dee's corps,  which  is  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
strongly  intrenched,  to  retire  across  upon  the 
pontoons,  which  are  in  readiness  to  be  laid. 

The  troops  in  Howard's  front  have  been  quite 
active  since  their  arrival  here,  in  erecting  forti- 
fications on  the  river  front  They  are  very 
strong,  and  conunand  the  enemy's  position  as 
well  as  the  crossing  at  the  ferry. 

Last  night  and  to-night  the  enemy  has  made 
frequent  attempts  to  save  their  pontoons,  which 
on  their  crossing- they  cut  loose  from  the  north- 
ern bank,  and  permitted  to  float  round  to  the 
south  shore.  Every  effort,  however,  was  frnis- 
trated  by  Wood,  who  stationed  a  sentinel  under 
cover  on  the  bank,  and  when  the  enemy  sent 
down  a  force  to  accomplish  the  work,  gave  a 
signal  to  our  troops  in  the  fortifications  twelve 
yards  in  the  rear,  who  opened  heavy  batteries 
upon  them,  with  visible  effect,  compelling  them 
to  get  back  hurriedly. 

Our  present  line  is  one  eminently  suited  for 
defence.  The  river  is  the  dividing  line  on  the 
left,  and  when  Hardee  crosses,  a  very  thin  line 
can  easily  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  while  a  vast 
force  can  be  centered  at  some  particular  point, 
thrown  across,  and  upon  the  nank  of  the  ene- 
my, thus  rendering  a  passage  of  the  river  a 
matter  of  small  importance.  There  Sherman,  if 
so  disposed,  with  a  small  force,  could  drive 
Hardee  across  the  river  and  occupv  his  line ; 
but  I  surmise  that  Sherman  will  do  no  such 
thing.  He  and  Thomas  wrap  their  intentions  in 
considerable  secrecy,  which  at  the  present  time 
is  very  neoessarv.  That  their  movements  for 
the  next  two  weeks  will  mystifv  the  ever-watch- 
ful Johnston,  I  am  constrained  to  believe ;  but 
when  the  enemy  has  the  solution,  I  prophesv 
that  he  will  have  another  example  of  the  well- 

Slanned  strategy  of  those  experienced  leaders, 
[eanwhile,  it  behooves  the  people,  whose  inter- 
ests at  the  present  moment  are  centered  in  the 
invincible  Hue  of  bayonets  that  line  tiie  James 


and  Chattahoochee,  to  patiently  await  the  reeoki 
when  the  mantle  of  the  future  is  lifted,  ind 
they  can  plainly  see  the  grand  results  that  wiH 
have  been  worked  out,  sending  a  ray  of  joy  to 
every  loyal  heart  in  the  nation.  Days  and 
weeks  may  be  consumed  in  knocking  at  the 
doors  of  Atlanta  and  Richmond ;  but  there  is  u 
overruling  Providence,  and  the  day  of  treason 
must  eventually  succumb  and  fdl  before  tbe 
awe-inspiHng  banner  that  so  long  has  been 
trailed  in  the  dust  and  dibris  dT  Southern 
streets,  spit  upon  and  insulted  by  the  promoten 
of  would-be  slave  oligarchy. 

Reliable  intelligence  has  been  obtained  aa  to 
the  number  composing  the  army  in  front  The 
total  force,  including  infantry  and  artillery,  is 
less  than  fifty  thousand  men.  With  this  force 
behind  strongly-built  breastworks,  our  ann> 
may  be  held  in  check  for  a  few  days  in  croaaioe 
the  river,  but  with  the  fbroe  at  his  commaod, 
the  troops  seem  possessed  of  the  idea  that 
Sherman  can  aceomplish  everything  and  any- 
thing he  attempts. 

The  prisoners  and  deserters  who  have  beea 
taken  since  the  campaign  opened,  will  fall  not 
far  short  of  twelve  thousand.  On  the  three 
days,  from  July  second  to  the  fifth,  inclusive, 
between  Kenesaw  and  this  place,  fully  three 
thousand  were  taken.  As  our  column  marched 
along  the  roads  from  Marietta  to  Vining's,  witii 
flankers  out,  a  very  large  number  were  picked 
up  and  sent  in.  Many  of  these  fellows  were 
found  asleep  in  t)ie  woods,  and  when  awakened 
protested  against  their  capture,  unavoidaUe, 
when  the  truth  was  that  they  had  lagged 
behind  the  rebel  rear  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  be  captured  and  get  out  of  the  service  oo 
takine  the  oath,  which  they  will  respect  until 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  their  fiuniliea, 
when  they  will  turn  bridge-burners  and  guar- 
rillas.  Nobody  seems  to  have  any  confidence  in 
their  professed  penitence. 

Intelligence  from  the  rear  is  frequency  re- 
ceived, giving  particulars  of  the  operationa  of 
guerrillas,  who  lurk  about  their  homes  during 
the  daytime,  with  the  oath  of  all^ianoe  in  their 
pockets,  to  disappear  mvsteriously  at  nig:ht&Il, 
nobody  knows  where.  As  all  the  male  residents 
in  the  country  over  which  we  pass  are  in  the 
rebel  service,  excepting  those  who  have  deserted 
the  rebel  service  and  got  home  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  President's  amnesty  pro- 
clamation, it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  fr^aent 
guerrilla  outrages  upon  people,  and  burning  of 
trains,  is  their  devilish  handiwork.  Better,  by 
far,  lay  every  house  in  ashes,  send  the  helpleea 
families  north  and  support  them  nnti]  the  ck«e 
of  the  war,  than  permit  those  unprincipled  men 
to  return  home  and  perpetrate  their  villiany.  I 
think  I  speak  the  trutn  when  I  say  that  suffi- 
cient Government  property  has  been  destroyed 
on  the  line  of  the  Atlanta  and  Chattanooga  rail- 
way to  support  the  families  of  all  the  reindeiiti 
living  on  the  route  within  twenty  miles  of  the 
railway.  There  are  those  who  have  heretofore 
been  opposed  to  injuring   the  coimtry  over 
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vyeh  we  paas,  who  are  now  strong  advocates 
tf  the  policy  of  lajing  everything  waste  and 
freeing  die  coontry  from  the  operations  of  those 
■iiaable  devils,  cnt-tiiroats,  and  assassins,  who, 
too  cowardly  to  face  the  Union  troops  openly 
k  dieir  trenches,  seek  the  night  to  perpetrate 
iuk  kdlish  work. 

The  other  nisht  a  train,  loaded  with  valoable 
•appties,  was  Domed  by  one  of  these  gangs 
BMf  Reesca.  Oar  cavaky  got  on  their  tradL 
aid  captured  nine  of  the  scoundrels  near 
Idbinvilie,  some  of  whom  had  taken  the  am- 
aegtyoath. 

Wben  I  speak  of  Federal  deserters,  I  do  not 
nfcr  to  men  who  desert  to  the  enemy's  lines. 
CiMS  oi  this  kind  -  are  rare  indeed.  But  still 
ftcre  are  a  class  of  skulkers  who  come  under 
tts  title.  They  are  cowardly  fellows,  who, 
linag  enlisted  and  obtained  large  bounties, 
fcppear  asd  hide  away  where  they  cannot  be 
md,  and  soldiers  who,  having  fought  bravely 
M  die  front  for  many  months,  return  home  on 
foioogh  and  neglect  to  report  at  its  expiration. 
Ibost  daily  la^e  squads  of  the  cowards  and 
it^&pni  veterans  arrive  under  guard  from  the 
Svth,  and  are  at  once  sent  to  the  front,  where 
Urn  Commla  of  a  court-martial  is  usuidly  dis- 
|Mied  with,  and  the  men,  indiscriminately,  put 
tteitrameoial  duty,  such  as  burying  the  putrid 
— uiiMi  of  dead  animals,  removing  filth  from 
kadqiiarters,  and  dig^ng  *' gopher  holes,*'  or 
AfiiB,  in  advance  of  our  Imes.  No  discrim- 
itttioo  seems  to  be  made  by  Provost-Mari^als, 
htween  the  "  bounty-jumpers"  and  the  heroes 
tf  a  dosen  battles^  who  from  the  efifect  of  too 
•Kh  stimulant,  allow  their  furloughs  to  expire 
If  a  few  days,  and  are  arrested  by  the  police 
tiri  reported  at  the  front  as  deserters.  All  are 
Ittt  ott  under  a  fire  where  escape  from  death 
ilifaiiort  an  impossibility,  with  a  guard  in  the 
Mr,  to  ^oot  th«m  if  ^ey  falter  in  the  worlc 

IiBBlll'8  FOBD,  GlOltOU,    ) 

Jal/  8, 1864.      / 

(k  tite  evening  of  the  seventh  of  July,  at  eight 
lUixi[,tbe  Fourth  corps  opened  up  along  its 
*fcnlff>lise  *^e  most  tremendous  canonnade  of  tlie 
iMpaigB,''  e^>ending  over  four  hundred  rounds 
if  aomiiaition  in  half  an  hour.  All  this  was 
facied  against  the  rebels  on  the  opposite  side 
4  ftenTer,  and  was  intended  to  draw  their  at- 
from  an  attempt  which,  through  some 
*ing,  it  was  supposed  General 
would  make  at  that  hour  to  cross  the 
>wr  above.  All  this  time  the  Twenty-third 
Mpalay  quietly  in  camp  four  miles  in  reserve, 
^■Mng  what  it  all  meant,  and  asking  in  vain 
ivioibaDation.  The  rebels  did  not  vouchsafe 
a  siBgle  gun  in  reply ;  consequently  the 
m  our  lines  were  nothing.  The  next 
2*iH^  the  Fourth  corps  was  moved  slightly  up 
v  nyer  to  support  the  Twenty-third  in  the 
4ntioiisof  to-<ky. 


eigh  t  miles  above  the  railroad  bridge.  Headquar- 
ters moved  out  in  advance,  and  nding  at  a  rapid 
pace,  with  an  old  man,  a  resident  of  the  country, 
as  a  guide,  we  emerged  suddenly  from  the  thick 
forest  out  upon  the  brink  of  the  river  bluffs. 
There  lay  the  Chattahoochee,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  below  us,  muddy  and  rapid  from 
recent  rains — ^in  every  respect  an  unclassical 
stream.  Right  here  lives  William  Ulrich,  said  to 
be  a  good  Union  men,  and  a  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man, whose  honest  heart  ^as  greatly  pielighted, 
perhaps,  and  perhaps  not,  at  our  sudden  advent. 
Immediately  the  glasses  of  the  Signal  Corps  were 
levelled  at  the  opposite  bank,  but  not  a  discovery 
could  they  make  except  a  solitary  man  wandej^ 
ing  in  the  bushes.  Moving  a  litde  further  down 
the  bluff,  a  close  reconnoissance  with  the  |;la8ses 
discovered  on  top  of  tlie  opposite  hill,  lust  in 
the  edge  of  a  newly-harvestea  wheat-field,  a  sin- 
gle twelve-pound  brass  howitzer,  with  a  few 
gunners  walking  about  it ;  and  close  down  to  the 
river's  edge,  half  a  dozen  rebel  sharpshooters 
squatted  under  a  large  tree,  just  opposite  the 
ford.  We  were  about  a  mile  below.  The  river 
here  is  about  four  hundred  feet  wide,  and  from 
crest  to  crest  of  the  hills  on  either  side  of  the 
river,  between  which  the  cannon  must  play,  was 
about  a  third  of  a  mile. 

After  reconnoiterin^  the  situation  a  short 
time.  General  Schofield  rode  away  to  the  ford, 
which  is  just  at  the  mouth  of  Soapes'  Creek,  to 
choose  positions  and  make  dispositions  of  the 
artillery.  The  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Twenty- 
second  Indiana  Batteries  were,  with  the  least 
possible  noise  and  demonstration,  planted  so  as 
to  cover  the  ford  and  cross-fire  the  rebel  eun, 
while  a  section  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  was  hem  in 
readiness  to  descend  into  the  valley,  a  mile 
further  down,  at  the  proper  time,  and  enfilade 
the  sharpshooters  on  the  opposite  bank.  All 
these  pieces  were  under  strict  orders  not  to  fire 
under  any  provocation,  until  they  received  posi- 
tive orders.  The  solitary  howitzer  on  the  other 
side,  bestowed  upon  them,  at  random,  about 
half  a  dozen  shots  during  the  forenoon,  and  then 
remained  quiet  until  the  attack  was  made. 

Meantime,  and  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
troops  were  slowly  getting  into  shape,  and  the 
lumbering  pontoon  trains  were  coming  up  and 
parking  on  the  hill,  ready  to  go  down  into  the 
valley  when  needed.  A  little  before  four.  Gen- 
eral Schofield  sent  orders  to  General  Cox  to  have 
his  skirmish  line  in  readiness,  and  at  that  hour 
pass  it  rapidly  across  a  few  rods  of  corn-field 
which  lay  between  the  hill  and  the  river,  and  if 
thev  drew  the  rebel  fire,  to  open  with  his  cannon 
ana  silence  it 

As  the  hour  approached,  a  small  party  of 
spectators  posted  themselves  half-way  down  the 
hillside,  a  mile  below  the  ford,  and  with  glasses 
thrust  out  from  behind  convenient  trees  and 
fences,  eagerly  awaited  the  spectacle.  The  Gap- 
tain  of  the  rebel  gun  could  be  clearly  seen  on  the 
distant  hill,  seeking  comfort  as  best  he  could 

iit  was  the  hotest  day  of  the  year),  and  reading  a 
January  number  of  the  Chattanooga  Rebel    The 
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gun  had  been  drawn  back  to  conceal  it  a  little, 
and  a  sentinel  sat  on  the  brink  of  the  hill  to  ob- 
serve onr  movements  and  give  notice  to  the 
gunners  to  bring  forward  the  piece.  The  sharp- 
shooters also  could  be  seen,  glaring  intently  out 
of  their  cover  upon  the  opposite  opening  in  the 
willows,  where  uie  ford  was  approached. 

Our  skirmish  line  was  composed  of  about  two 
hundred  men.  from  several  regiments;  and  a 
Tolunteer  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  from 
the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  Michigan, 
One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio,  and  other  regi- 
ments which  had  in  their  ranks  many  old  Lake 
Erie  sailors,  were  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  oars 
in  the  pontoons  which  were  to  carry  over  the 
first  companies. 

At  half  past  four  o'clock  the  little  squad  of 
skirmishers  issue  out  of  the  woods  which  had 
concealed  them  perfectly,  rash  rapidly  across  the 
corn-field,  and  when  they  come  close  in  the  rear 
of  the  willows  they  begin  pouring  in  a  sharp 
fire  upon  the  rebel  gun  on  the  hill,  and  keep  it 
up  without  cessation.  The  sentinel  is  seen  to 
leap  up  hastily  and  run  to  the  rear,  the  gunners 
trundle  out  their  gun  in  plain  sight,  and  the 
Sergeant  stoops  to  sight  it  But  it  is  in  vain,  the 
bullets  whistle  so  thick  about  his  ears,  that  after 
dodging  a  few  moments  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  he  gives  up  indespair,  the  lanyard  is  pulled, 
the  shot  plunges  harmless  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  and  the  rebel  gunners  all  incontinently 
take  to  their  heels  and  disappear  in  the  woods. 
Our  fellows  keep  up  so  hot  a  fire  about  it  that  no 
one  dares  to  return.  The  shells  from  our 
batteries  pour  in  around  it,  and  the  red  clouds  of 
(V)iifederate  dust  that  leap  up  show  how  fatal 
was  their  aun.  A  shell  from  one  of  the  guns 
lands  under  the  tree  of  sharpshooters;  the 
glasses  are  quickly  turned  upon  them,  and  they 
are  discovered  lying  flat  on  the  ground.  The 
wfllows  completely  screen  our  brave  boys,  and 
they  cannot  fire  a  shot  at  tiiera,  but  must  hug  the 
soil  for  dear  life.  Suddenly  a  pontoon  boat 
filled  with  blue  coats  is  seen  nearing  the  opposite 
shore,  then  another,  and  another.  As  the  first 
boat  touches  land.  Captain  Daniels,  whose  eye  is 
rivetted  to  his  glass,  shouts,  "  They  hold  up  their 
hands!  they  hold  up  their  hands!  they  drop 
their  gunsl  they  run  down  the  bankl'*  The 
shells  have  cut  off  their  retreat ;  there  is  no  other 
resource,  and  they  come  running  down  to  the 
boats  with  uplifted  hands  in  token  of  surrender, 
and  yet  crouching  as  if  to  shun  a  flying  bullet 

The  Twelfth  Kentucky  infantry  is  first  over 
the  river,  they  run  rapidly  up  the  hiD,  and  three 
men,  fully  five  rods  in  advance  of  all  others,  lay 
hands  upon  the  gun  in  the  name  of  the  Govern- 
ment With  it  they  capture  a  caisson  full  of 
ammunition,  two  horses,  two  ducks,  and  the 
Captain's  coat  They  had  left  so  hurriedly  that 
they  had  not  even  spiked  the  piece.  The  gUTi 
and  the  accoutrements  were  very  properly  put 
into  possession  of  these  three  men.  Would  I 
knew  their  names. 

In  thirty  minutes  after  the  stampede.  Captain 
Daniels  had  reached  the  ford,  swam  his  horse 


over  behind  a  pontoon,  and  shaken  ont  his  flag 
in  triumph  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Qiatb- 
hoochee,  where  the  rebels  bad  threatened  they 
would  make  so  bloody  a  resistance. 

Soon  the  pontoons  had  ferried  over  serenl 
regiments,  who  formed  in  line  of  battle  at  <mc« 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  but  found  no  enemy.  The 
bridge  was  rapidly  laid,  and  the  corps  began  to 
cross.  It  was  necessary  that  all  possible  ezpe> 
dition  should  be  used,  as  the  enemy  might  kam 
of  the  movement*  in  time  to  mass  heavily  upon 
the  small  force  before  others  could  cross  to 
suyiport  it,  and  inflict  much  damage.  To  Col- 
onel Buell,  commanding  the  pontoon  train, there 
is  much  due  for  the  rapidity  and  good  order 
with  which  the  bridge  was  almost  litenlly 
"  flung  "  over  the  river. 

There  was  not  a  man  killed  during  the  dar, 
that  I  can  learn  of,  nor  so  many  as  half  a 
dozen  wounded.  So  overwhelming  and  sudden 
was  our  firing  that  it  took  the  rebels  bysor* 
prise.  They  seem  to  have  been  entirely  disoos- 
certed,  and  they  certainly  have  not  made  a  more 
utter  failure  to  carry  ont  their  fierce  threats  in 
any  single  case. 

Soon  after  the  troops  b^an  to  cross,  tiie 
corps  below  began  to  open  a  lively  cannonade, 
doubtless  with  a  view  of  attracting  the  enemv  s 
attention  away  from  us.  Detached  as  this  corps 
is,  so  far  away  from  the  others,  I  am  unable  to 
learn  whether  they  have  yet  crossed  over  any 
forces  or  not ;  but  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken, 
the  Twenty-third  corps  has  crossed  the  first 
regiment  of  the  army.  True,  they  did  not  en* 
counter  strong  forces  in  their  front;  but  none 
could  tell  what  they  would  find,  and  the  gtl> 
lantry  of  the  men  who  rushed  forward  to  nisa 
^e  pontoons  in  the  face  of  these  uncertainties, 
and  those  who  ran  up  the  hill  with  no  odi«n 
yet  over  to  support  them,  when  they  n»y  be 
met  by  a  deadly  nre  from  behind  some  screen, 
is  worthy  of  all  praise.  How  could  they  know 
but  all  this  apparent  panic  and  ridiculous /^i»r^ 
might  be  but  a  blind  to  draw  them  on  to  their 
death?  And  when  men  are  compelled  thus  to 
go  upon  suspense,  and  charge,  it  may  be,  np«)n 
lurking  volleys  which  shaU  leave  no  one  o( 
them  to  return,  it  requires  a  stouter  heart  thin 
to  dash  forward  amid  the  roar  and  rattle  of 
arms,  and  to  meet  a  foe  whom  they  can  see.  1 
have  not  known  a  more  dramatic,  brilliant,  and 
at  the  same  time  bloodless  episode,  in  tbii 
whole  campaign  than  was  enacted  to-day  by  tie 
command  of  General  Schofield — so  entirdy  sno- 
cessfal,  and  so  entirely  without  loss. 

Ikam*!  Fo«d,  Oinainii) 
July  11,  18M.      i 

The  names  of  the  three  men  mentioned  as  tbe 
first  to  take  possession  of  the  rebel  gmi  un- 
manned by  our  sharpshooters,  on  the  occasion 
of  crossiiig  the  river,  on  the  eighth,  are  James 
Vaught,  Charles  Miller,  and  James  Garter.  Thwe 
all  belone  to  company  A,  Twelfth  Kentucky  in- 
fantry. Bird's  brigade,  Cox's  division,  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps. 
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Ik  nme  day  on  which  the  Twenty-third 
0orp6  effected  uie  croBsmg  of  the  river  (the 
i^th),  Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry  also  crossed 
uRoswell,  hot  about  an  hour  later  than  this 
«orps  Having  marched  rapidly,  the  day  before, 
^Kui  the  large  cotton  factory  at  that  point,  he 
Iwk  it  altogether  by  surprise,  destroying  a  vast 
^titf  of  army  canvas,  which  was  extensively 
aiaiifiCtHred  tiiere,  and  taking  captive  four 
hedred  &ctory  girls.  The  latter  capture  was 
lertunlj  i  novel  one  in  the  history  of  wars,  and 
adted  not  a  little  discussion  as  to  the  disposition 
vkkh  WIS  proper  to  be  made  of  the  fair  cap- 
lifts.  GiTing  **  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy" 
:%  most  assuredly  were,  and  much  valuable 
iBBkloth;  but  in  the  case  of  many  of  them,  it 
w  in  in?olaotary  service,  since  they  had  been 
infiaed  and  compelled  to  labor  there  without 

COD  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 
00,  the  cartel  makes  no  provisions  touching 
ftft  exchange  of  prisoners  of  this  sort ;  neither 
Mold  it  do  to  send  ihem  across  the  lines  to 
%K  iomsi  employers,  since  they  would  im- 
mediately be  set  to  the  manufacture  of  tents 
tp^ ;  nor  was  it  at  all  safe  to  discharge  them 
pKoaditioDally  in  tiie  midst  of  two  great  armies, 
ty  of  them  far  removed  from  meir  friends 
hdpksB.  Thus  red  tape  was  about  to  be- 
in?olv6d  in  a  hopeless  entanglement  with 
teotcloth,  and  cartels,  when  Greneral 
interposed  and  solved  the  knotty 
by  loading  them  into  one  hundred  and 
vagooB,  and  sending  l^em  to  Marietta,  to  be 
north  of  the  Ohio,  and  set  at  liberty.  Only 
E  of  it  I  Four  hundred  weeping  and  terri- 
EQens,  Susans,  and  Maggies  transported  in 
ipringiess  and  seatless  army  wagons,  away 
their  lovers  and  brothers  of  the  sunny 
and  all  for  Hhe  offence  of  weaving  tent- 
and  spinning  stocking-yarn  1  However,  I 
re  tiie  whole  business  to  be  adjudged  accord- 
t^ifiitB  merits  by  your  readers. 
Wt  9.— The  Twenty-third  corps  having 
■■sed  the  river  the  evening  before,  and 
fcovD  up  a  small  semi-circle  of  such  works  as 
^  coaid  construct  in  tiie  darkness  and  thick- 
*>byn  with  the  earliest  light  to  extend  the 
■Mar defence  to  embrace  a  much  wider  area, 
tt^ielected  eligible  sites  for  placing  the  artil- 
p.  Efery  preparatidb  was  made  to  meet  the 
gN  force  the  enemy  could  bring  against 
ftttB,du)Qgh  no  demonstration  was  made  during 
■•day.  They  were  suflBciently  occupied 
*"d«ng  our  right,  fourteen  miles  below,  and 
i«^  spare  no  force  to  attelhpt  the  dislodge- 
:>e«  of  the  corps. 

I  Dirii»  the  day  Colonel  Sherman,  Chief  of 
W  to  General  Howard,  was  taken  prisoner  in 
fc  foflowmg  manner ;  He  was  riding  out  en- 
^  inattended  except  by  an  orderly,  and 
^^  over  I  portion  of  the  road  which  our 
Jg^had  occupied  the  day  before,  but  from 
JjA  they  had  been  withdrawn  in  the  night 
J*''*  the  ColoneFB  knowledge.  Expecting 
^Beet  fliem,  he  rode  out  on  a  reconnoissance, 
*^^i6>re  he  was  aware  of  it,  was  right  in  the 


midst  of  the  rebel  pickets,  who  took  him  with- 
out giving  a  shot  His  fato  was  unknown  until 
the  rebel  pickets  called  across  the  river  to  ours 
that  they  nad  eot "  old  Sherman."  From  this  it 
was  supposed  he  was  unhurt,  and  was  mistaken 
by  the  soldiers  for  the  General. 

Just  below  the  infantry  forces  of  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio  is  stationed  a  small  body  of  cavalry, 
connecting  between  the  Fourth  and  Twenty 
third .  corps,  a  part  of  which  is  Colonel  Jim 
Brownlow's  regunent  of  East  Tennesseeans. 
Opposite  this  regiment,  the  river  makes  a  short 
bend  around  a  narrow  point  of  land,  on  which 
the  rebels  kept  a  small  picket  of  observation. 
These  fellows  had  annoyed  the  Colonel's  men 
in  their  bathing  and  foraging  operations,  and 
he  determined  either  to  dislodge  or  capture 
them.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  a  few  men  to 
strip  themselves^  and  with  their  cartridge-boxes 
tied  about  their  necks,  to  ford  the  river  in  front 
of  the  rebels  and  attack  them.  This  they  did, 
directly  in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire,  and  while 
they  Uius  attracted  the  rebels'  attention,  the 
Colonel,  at  the  head  of  seven  men,  crossed  in  a 
canoe  above,  came  in  the  rear  of  the  picket,  and 
succeeded  in  taking  three  of  them.  The  re- 
maining nine  fled  into  the  thickets,  and  made 
good  their  escape. 

It  will  be  gratiying  to  the  friends  of  the  Col- 
onel to  learn  that  he  has  lately  been  mustered 
in  as  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  having  pre- 
viously held  the  position  of  Lieutenant^olonel. 

July  10. — ^The  announcement  which  I  made 
in  a  previous  letter,  that  the  rebels  had  crossed 
all  their  forces  over  the  river  in  our  front,  was 
(to  use  the  words  of  General  Sherman)  "  prema- 
ture." They  had  at  the  time  disappeared  en- 
tirely in  front  of  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth 
corps,  but  Hood's  corps  defiantly  maintained  a 
hold  npon  this  side,  in  front  of  the  Twentieth 
and  Fifteenth  corps,  until  the  night  of  the  ninth. 
But  the  pressure  upon  them  from  our  artillery 
graduaUy  became  too  heavy,  and  on  that  night 
&ey  withdrew  finally  and  fully  to  the  south 
bai^  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  in  the  morning 
the  smoke  of  the  railroad  bridge  in  flames  was 
visible  to  the  entire  army.  As  soon  as  it  was 
certainly  ascertained  that  they  had  crossed, 
orders  were  issued  for  the  Fourth  corps  to 
march  at  once  up  the  river  and  take  up  a  posi- 
tion on  th^  north  bank,  ready  to  support  the 
Twenty-third  corps,  in  case  they  should  be 
attacked,  as  was  expected  they  would  be.  This 
morning  the  corps  is  in  camp  at  this  ford,  with 
the  exception  of  General  Newton's  division, 
which  marched  to  Roswell  and  crossed  the 
river  there  on  the  ninth,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  One  corps  also,  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  (I  cannot  learn  which),  had  made  a 
circuitous  march  to  the  rear  and  left,  and  is 
probably  across  the  river  this  morning,  at  a 
point  about  ten  miles  above  here. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  army  is  slowly 
executing  another  great  flanking  movement — 
this  time  to  the  left,  as  the  previous  two  had 
been  to  the  right     The  entire  success  with 
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which  it  has  heen  attended  thns  far  is  made  the 
more  brilliant  and  gratifying  by  the  fact  that, 
as  yet,  not  a  single  life,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
has  been  lost  in  crossing  the  river — that  river 
which  was  to  be  made  so  bloody  and  fearful  to 
ns  by  the  desperation  of  its  defenders.  Two  of 
the  attempts  made  by  ns — that  on  the  right  and 
the  one  in  the  centre-— have  been  nnsaccessfal. 
though  unattended  with  loss  of  life,  because  so 
cautiously  made.  The  attempt  to  cross  on  the 
right  was  made  first  The  entire  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  was  massed  near  the  river,  above 
Sweetwater's  factory,  about  five  miles  below 
the  railroad  bridge,  and,  on  the  sixth,  the  pon- 
toon train  attached  to  that  army  was  sent  down 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  river,  and  a  can- 
nonade was  opened  upon  the  opposite  bank,  to 
ascertain  if  it  were  practicable  to  cross  at  that 
point  The  enemy  were  discovered  to  be  in 
too  strong  force,  and  too  weU  strengthened  by 
artillery  to  allow  the  crossing  wiuiout  great 
sacrifice  of  ]if«.  On  the  sixth  of  July  ^e  pon- 
toon train  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumoer- 
land.  coDunanded  by  Colonel  BueU,  of  tlie  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana,  was  brought  down  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  river,  in  front  of  the 
Fourth  corps,  but  here  again  the  enemy  were 
awaiting  us,  and  our  cannon  elicited  such  replies 
as  made  it  plainly  evident  that  the  crossing 
should  not  be  attempted  there. 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixth,  the  train  was 
withdrawn  to  a  position  a  few  miles  in  rear  of 
this  ford,  where  it  remained  over  the  seventh, 
and  arrived  here  in  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth, 
in  time  for  the  Twenty-third  corps  to  cross  that 
evening,  as  has  been  heretofore  narrated.  For- 
tunately, our  superiority  in  numbers  enabled  us 
to  leave  large  bodies  of  men  at  the  points  where 
we  had  previously  attempted  to  cross,  who 
made  such  demonstrations  there  as  induced  the 
rebels  to  believe  we  still  intended  to  attempt  to 
cross,  while  we  sent  others  still  further  up  the 
river,  who  reached  above  the  rebel  line,  and 
crossed  without  opposition.  To  me  it  seems  a 
great  mistake  on  tlie  part  of  the  rebels  to  cross 
the  river  in  detail,  as  they  did,  instead  of  making 
the  passage  with  their  entire  army  simultane- 
ously, and  deploying  at  once  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent  along  the  banks,  to  oppose  all 
attempte.  Still,  it  was  only  a  question  of  time, 
since  the  Chattahoochee  is  too  narrow  and  too 
shallow  to  form  an  obstacle  to  an  enterprising 
General  and  a  great  army. 

July  17. — ^This  portion  of  the  army  has  at 
length  entered  upon  the  last  stage  of  ite  victo- 
rious advance  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta; 
that  between  the  Chattahoochee  river  and  the 
city.  The  progress  through  this  interval  will 
constitute  a  distinct  campaign ;  it  is  now  fully 
inaugurated,  and  there  is  Httle  to  induce  the 
belief  that  it  will  consume  as  much  time,  or 
cost  as  much  efifort  and  life,  as  did  Ihe  last 
one,  from  Eenesaw  Mountain  to  the  Chatta- 
hoochee. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  holding  the  centxe,  and  the 


Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  left,  moved  out 
from  the  positio  is  they  had  held  for  a  week,  on 
the  south  bulk  of  the  river ;  the  former  it  Isb* 
am's  Ford,  and  the  latter  at  Roswell,  ten  mikt 
above.    Advancing  with  a  vew  to  forming  « 
junction  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Tweutj-tlmi 
corps  moved  out  on  a  road  running  east,  whili 
General  McPherson*s  corps  proceeded  along  the 
Atlanta  road,  south.    About  noon,  Genenl  Ha* 
call's  division  debouched  to  the  right,  on  i  rod 
running  south-east,  and  soon  after  the  mgoai 
officers  announced  that  Greneral  McPherson  wai 
near,  and  in  a  short  time  he  opened  oommnri- 
cation  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-thiri   Al* 
though  it  was  not  expected  that  we  should  fisd 
any  substantisJ  force  of  the  enemy  this  side  d' 
Peach-tree  creek,  a  stream  running  west  about 
five  miles  north  of  Atlanta,  still  it  was  necei' 
sary  to  advance  with  caution  for  fear  of  a  8cr» 
prise.    The  columns  moved  slowly,  with  8ki^ 
mtshers  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  roads  »■ 
b^t  about  for  ambuscades,  and  an  oocasiooal 
sheU  was  pitohed  into  suspicious  wooda  and 
ridges.    No  response  was  elicited,  however,  nof 
anything  seen  except  flying  scouts  of  cavalry, 
in  bodies  of  from  two  to  six,  until  aboat  tb« 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  when  a  bodv  of  ctv* 
airy  was  discovered  in  an  open  field  atadi* 
tance,  drawn  up  in  line  of   battle.    Citiieun 
found  along  the  road  and  questioned,  said  thrai. 
brigades  of   cavahry  had  been  there  the  da/, 
before,  but  hearing  that  General  Stoneman  wii 
getting  in  their  rear,  two  of  them  had  left  ft 
was  evident,  then,  that  their  force  was  snalt 
though  it  stretohed  thinly  over  an  extent  of  a 
mile  and  a  half.    They  had  four  pieces  of  ar* 
lery  in  position,  find  threw  a  few  sheila  at  nii 
which  were  replied  to  by  a  section  on  our  i»rt 
But  their  cavalry  could  make  no  head  again* 
the  rattling  musketry  fire  of  our  skirmiahe* 
The  range  of  their  carbines  was  too  short,  ani 
as  soon  as  our  line  approached  them  so  that  thi 
bullete  from  our    long-^unge  gmis    began  to 
whistle  about  them,  mey  were  compelled  to 
withdraw,  artillery  and  alL    No  body  of  men 
can  stand  long  against  a  fire  which  they  are 
entirely  unable  to  return.    These  did  not,  bat 
fled  precipitately.    What  loss  we  inflicted  can- 
not be  told  ;  our  own  was  so  slight  as  scarcel; 
to  deserve  mention — onfe  man  in  the  Sixth  Tea- 
nessee  slightly  wounded. 

These  operations  had  consumed  the  time,  so 
that  the  line  advanced  perhaps  no  more  than 
five  miles  during  the  day ;  headquarters  moved 
about  four.  The  line  of  inarch  which  the  two 
armies  had  pursued  brought  General  McPb^j 
son's  line  at  righ^angles  with  that  of  General 
Schofield's,  the  latter  running  east  and  ^est 

General  Ha8call*s  division  having  piirsaed  a 
diverging  road,  had  become  detached  from  the 
remainder,  and  at  night  a  strong  patrol  was 
ordered  to  be  kept  up  between  his  diviwon 
until  a  junction  could  be  effected  along  the 
lines. 

The  country  through  which  we  now  advance 
I  is  a  con^romise  between  hilly  and  rolling;  the 
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foil  IB  andj  and  fiUed  with  great  quantitieB  of 
sharp  fngmeDtB  of  flint  and  granite,  though  it 
appran  to  be  prodnctive.  The  growth  of  tim- 
ber is  heavy,  and  the  crops  of  com  are  good 
lod  in  advanced  state  of  forwardness.  The 
joQDg  ears  are  in  some  cases  within  a  week's 
growth  of  "roasting"  ears,  and  another  fort- 
night of  such  beantifol  combining  of  sunshine 
a&d  nin  as  we  are  now  having  will  put  the 
innj  in  the  way  of  good  living  on  the  best  of 
fteooontiy. 

AD  that  can  be  found  in  the  country  through 
which  we  pass  are  women  and  children,  with 
ooanoDaUy  an  old  man  who  skipped  their 
dnft,  tnd  very  rarely  one  in  the  prime  of  life 
who  has  eluded  it  by  keeping  the  woods. 
Scarcely  more  than  half  the  houses  are  occu- 
tned  by  any  one,  and  negroes  are  as  rarely  to 
be  met  with  as  in  tiie  North.  At  a  house 
vbere  some  of  our  officers  halted  a  few  min- 
Hes,  the  women  told  them  that  several  of  their 
oe^hbon  had   gone  to  AtJanta  to  invest  all 

;  their  moDey  in  tobacco,  intending  to  return  at 
oBce  and  offer  their  supplies  to  our  soldiers  as 
&ey  came  up.  They  are  sure  of  a  good  market 
ttd  good  p^,  if  only  they  are  permitted  to 
letom,  and  the  profits  they  will  realize  by  sell- 
ing tobacco  bought  cheap  for  "  whitebacks,"  at 

;  a  Teiy  high  price  in  **  greenbacks,**  can  readily 

;   beJBBgioed. 

i  Ori  Uslm  North  op  Dkatub,  ) 

\  July  19,1864.        J 

Ate  the  Twenty-tiiird  corps  effected  a  juno- 

I  tioo  with  the  command  of  General  McPberson, 

I  on  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth,  the  direction 

.   ti  the  march  was  slightly  changed,  by  the 

I  TweDty-third  taking  the  main  road  to  Decatur, 

I  aad  the  left  a  parallel  road  about  five  miles  east 

«(  the  other.     Early  in  the  morning  of  the 

eighteenth,  the  order  came  to  break  camp  and 

be  on  the  march.    The  cavalry  of  the  enemy 

■tifl  hovered  about  our  vanguard,  as  on  the  day 

before,  lowing  up  barricades  of  fence-rails 

*croaB  tiie  roads,  from  behind  which  they  offered 

a  feeble  resistance  to  our  approach.    The  his- 

toTf  of  the  day's  operations  was  but  a  duplicate 

of  the  day  before — a  slow  and  cautious,  but 

•inwst  Qointerrupted  march  forward,  with  a 

Kgiment  or  so  deployed  in  front  as  skirmishers, 

^,  when  the  rebel  cavalry  grew  too  audacious, 

ardpreamned  to  return  their  fire  too  long,  halted 

a  little,  till  a  shot  or  two  from  the  artillery 

ooold  be  lodged  in  the  rebel  lines,  causing  them 

JBi'iriibly  to  run  away  at  once.    Very  few,  if 

KJ,  were  wounded,  and    they  but    slightly. 

AWt  Doon,  the  Twenty-third  crossed  Nance's 

^^^^  at  a  point  twelve  miles  north-east  from 

Adanta,  and  pushed  steadily  on,  over  a  rather 

j    woken  and   uncultivated    tract    of    country, 

<    ^moding  in  pine   thickets    and    scrub-oaks. 

•  woo  after  noon,  (Jairard's  cavahry,  on  the  left 

rf  General  McPherson,  s^Tick  the  Atlanta  and 

CWleitoD  Railroad,  between  Stone  Mountain 

■^  Decator,  and  was  inunediately  followed  by 

{be  inlantry  division  of  General  M.  L.  Smitii, 


which  tore  up  the  track  so  that  the  down  train 
at  three  o'clock  was  qbliged  to  return  to  Atlanta. 
Glenerfd  Sherman's,  as  well  as  General  Schofield's 
headquarters,  were  pitched  for  the  nieht,  on  a 
line  of  railroa<i  which  the  rebels  had  begun 
to  construct,  from  Decatur  to  Roswell  Factory 
and  Merritt's  Paper  Mills,  on  Soapes'  creek,  but 
had  abandoned  as  soon  as  our  forces  gained 
possession  of  Marietta. 

July  19. — Every  thing  was  again  under  way 
at  an  early  hour,  moving  down  the  Decatiur 
road.  Unless  General  Joe  Johnston  made  ob- 
jections, it  was  intended  to  push  the  army 
through  to  Decatur  that  day — ^nine  miles.  Still 
our  forces  met  no  serious  opposition,  nor  found 
any  enemy  in  their  front,  save  a  small  squad 
occasionally,  as  before,  of  fugacious  cavalry. 
At  Peach-tree  creek,  which  afforded  in  its  deep 
ravines  good  opportunity  for  stubborn  resistr 
ance,  it  had  been  confidently  expected  the  enerav 
would  be  found  at  last  But  no.  They  still 
cling  to  Atlanta,  and  continue  to  look  out  of  its 
front  windows,  in  the  vain  hope  that  we  will 
impale  ourselves  upon  their  formidable  defences, 
while  they  slaughter  us  at  will,  and  all  the 
while  we  are  marching  steadily  around  for  its 
back  door. 

The  Fifteenth  corps  led  the  advance  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  down  the  road,  converg- 
ing gradusdly  toward  Decatur,  with  the  Eighm 
Missouri  and  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
deployed  in  front  as  skirmishei's  ;  General  Has- 
rcali's  division  took  the  front  of  the  Twenty- 
third,  with  CJolonel  Swayne's  brigade  as  skir- 
mishers. Nothing  but  cavabry  in  front  stiU. 
Rebel  papers  of  the  eighteenth  were  brought  in 
early  in  the  day,  announcing  the  removal  of 
Johnston  from  command  of  the  rebel  army,  and 
his  supersedore  bv  Hood.  The  men  are  not 
alarmed  at  all  by  the  news  of  this  change,  but 
seem  rather  inclmed  to  regard  it  as  favorable  to 
our  progress. 

At  a  house  by  the  road-side,  seven  miles  from 
Atlanta,  a  woman  was  found  who  had  just  re- 
turned from  marketing  in  Atlanta,  and  who 
reported  the  families  as  removing  their  furni- 
ture and  valuables  in  great  haste.  At  another 
house  a  voung  man  was  found  who  had  just 
sucoedeea  in  evading  the  conscription  from 
under  age,  and  he  reported  that  aU  heads  of 
families  had  left  the  city  to  remove  their  negroes 
and  property  to  a  secure  place,  leaving  their 
families  to  be  brought  away  at  the  last  hour. 
He  stated  also  that  me  entire  works  around  the 
city  consisted  of  a  rifle-pit  encircling  the  city  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  centre,  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery  planted  on  every  road  coming 
into  the  city. 

About  a  mile  above  Decatur,  the  skirmish 
line  was  stopped  by  a  rather  sharp  fire  from  the 
dismounted  cavalry,  and  a  section  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  battery  was  brought  up  to  their 
aid.  A  considerable  group  of  rebels  could  be 
distinctly  seen  standing  just  in  the  edge  of  a 
piece  of  woods,  and  the  gun  was  carefully 
sighted  and  the  fiirst  shell  dropped  right  in  their 
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midst  We  afterward  learned  that  it  killed  two 
rebel  officers,  one  of  them,  a  Captain,  being  left 
in  a  hoose  in  Decatur.  This  pnt  them  to  Bight 
at  onc^,  and  the  artillery  rapidly  followed  up  a 
little  distance  and  lodged  a  few  shells  close 
about  the  village,  and  then  Colonel  Swayne's 
brigade  pushed  rapidly  forward  and  entered 
Decatur  dose  upon  the  heels  of  the  flying  rebels. 
So  impetuous  was  their  onset  that  the  rebel 
citizens  who  were  disposed  to  flee  had  barely 
time  to  get  themselves  off,  without  carrying 
away  any  considerable  amount  of  their  goods. 
Half  of  the  &milies  had  gone,  and  a  great  por- 
tion of  those  who  remained  were  women  and 
children.  A  solitary  family  alone  showed  signs 
of  approbation  by  waving  handkerchiefs  on  our 
arrival ;  all  the  rest  were  impudent  and  defiant, 
or  sullen  and  little  disposed  to  answer  questions. 
A  provost  guard  was  stationed  at  once  at  every 
principal  place  where  booty  could  have  been 
procured,  and  all  pillaging  and  unwarranted 
license  was  repressed.  The  main  captures  of 
property  were  about  five  hundred  coffee-pots, 
which  had  accumulated  in  a  small  tin-store,  as, 
doubtless,  the  rebels  had  little  use  for  them, 
and  a  box  or  two  of  laces. 

Decatur  is  rather  a  pretty  country  village, 
well  shaded  with  trees,  and  wearing  a  somewhat 
ancient  air,  as  though  fashioned  according  to 
the  idea  of  a  half-centuir  past 

July  20,  4.30  a.  m. — The  army  has  lain  per- 
fectly quiet  during  the  night  The  rebels  do 
not  seem  at  all  disposed  to  come  out  of  Atianta 
and  tlirow  down  the  gage  of  battle  on  open 
ground.  Headquarters  are  agog,  and  the  army  will 
doubtless  move  early.  Another  day's  march 
will  carry  us  across  the  second,  if  not  the  third, 
of  their  three  railroads. 


ANOTHEB  AOOOUNT. 

Jm  m  FOLD,  TiOUB  MiLB  Em  OP  Atlanta,    \ 
July  81,  ISOL       / 

At  daylight  of  the  eighteenth,  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  moved  by  the  road  toward  Stone 
Mountain.  The  Second  cavalry  division  took 
the  advance,  followed  by  the  Fifteenth  corps,  and 
it  by  the  Seventeenth  corps.  At  Providence 
Church,  a  cross-road  seven  miles  from  Roswell, 
the  Sixteenth  corps  took  the  Decatur  road,  the 
Twenty-third  corps  moving  on  a  road  still  further 
to  the  right  East  of  Atlanta  and  between  it 
and  Stone  Mountain,  Peach-tree  creek  runs  in 
a  north-westerly  direction  emptying  into  the 
Chattahoochee.  Along  Peach-tree  the  rebels 
were  believed  to  have  a  line.  The  Army  of  tlie 
Cumberland,  which  now  held  the  right  of  our 
Une,  was  in  front  of  the  creek.  During  the 
operations  of  the  day.  General  Thomas*  command 
remained  substantially  quiet  Whatever  firing 
took  place  along  his  line  was  intended  to  detain 
the  rebels  in  their  position. 

The  object  of  the  movement  was  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  running  east  from  Atlanta,  at 
some  point  near  Stone  Mountain.  It  also  had 
for  a  secondary  object  the  securing  of  a  position 


upon  the  enemy's  right  The  day  was  excess- 
ively hot,  but  the  men  moved  forward  with 
alacrity.  The  cavahry  reached  the  railroad  with^ 
out  much  opposition,  and  commenced  its  de- 
struction. To  make  the  work  more  effectual  and 
thorough.  General  Lqzan  ordered  General  Light- 
bum  forward  with  the  Second  brigade  of  the 
division.  The  brigade,  upon  reaching  the  road, 
was  deployed  along  the  track,  and  made  an 
excellent  job  of  destruction  by  turning  over  the 
track,  burning  the  ties,  and  bending  the  rails. 
The  troops  withdrew  by  a  cross-road  and  the 
infantry  went  into  camp  near  Henderson's 
MUl. 

In  the  morning  the  whole  army  was  ordered 
forward  to  carry  the  position  at  Decatur.  The 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  in  the  following 
order :  Eighteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Sixteenth 
in  reserve ;  on  its  right  was  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio.  The  rebel  cavalry  was  pursued  and  driven 
easily  back  to  Decatur.  At  that  place  a  rebel 
force  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and  two  regiments 
of  infantry  was  dislodged  at  once,  die  lulvanoe 
of  the  Fifteenth  and  Twenty-third  corps  reach- 
ing the  valley  about  two  p.  m.,  nearly  at  tiie  same 
time.  In  the  evening  the  rebels  ran  up  a  battery 
of  rifled  euns  and  opened  upon  our  cavalry  in 
front  of  me  village,  killing  and  wounded  several 
mules  and  horses,  and  causing  a  little  excite- 
ment   They  were  speedily  dislodged. 

About  five  o'clock  yesterday  morning  the 
whole  army  moved,  under  orders  to  carry  or  in- 
vest Atlanta.  On  .the  left  the  Aimj  of  the 
Tennessee  moved  with  the  Fifteenth  in  advanoa, 
the  Seventeenth  moving  up  on  its  left,  onrs,  fiie 
Sixteenth,  in  reserve.  Morgan  L.  Smith's  di- 
vision had  the  advance  of  the  Fifteenth  corps. 
The  rebel  pickets  were  found  about  a  mile  west 
from  Decatur.  The  rebels  were  obstinate  and 
contested  every  available  position,  but  the 
advance  drove  them  steadily,  carrying  several 
strong  fortifications  with  great  gallan try.  About 
two  o'clock  this  afternoon  the  rebels  made  a 
stand  with  artillery  and  infantry.  The  Fifteenth 
corps  was  then  some  distance  in  advance  of 
Blair  and  Schofield ;  Logan  was  therefore  ord«^ 
to  halt  until  the  lines  could  be  completed  by 
bringing  up  Blair  on  his  left  and  Schofield  on  the 
right  Toward  evening  the  rebels  opened  with 
artillery  inflicting  some  injury.  The  Second 
division  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  losing  seven  and 
the  Fourth  twenty-one  men ;  two  men  of  battery 
A — ^veterans  of  battery  B — were  hit,  John  Had- 
dock, killed,  and  J.  Delevan  mortally  wounded. 
General  Gresham,  commanding  the  Fourth  di- 
vision of  the  Seventeenth  corps,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg.  I  believe  his  leg  was  ampu- 
tated. Captain  Hoover,  of  General  Logan's 
staff,  had  his  horse  shot,  and  Adler,  sutl^  at 
corps  headquarters  lost  an  arm.  General  Logan 
himself  narrowly  escaped  the  rebel  shelL 

The  bringing  up  and  straightening  of  the  lines 
used  up  the  day.  The  right  and  centre  advanced 
across  Peach-tree  creek  and  within  a  short  dis^ 
tance  of  Atlanta.'  Briefly  as  I  can  state  it  that 
was  the  day's  work.    There  was  heavy  .picket 
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frine  tO  night  and  as  I  write  at  seveii  a.  m.,  the 
ig^St  line  i8  firing  on  the  centre ;  the  firing  in- 
dioites  work.  Qua  are  running  all  night,  and 
erefy  few  minutes  we  hear  the  whistle  of  their 
booraotives.  The  movement  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tomessee  completely  deceived  them.  They 
•opposed  it  to  he  a  cavalry  raid,  and  were  sur- 
^«nd  to  find  an  army  on  their  right  and  rear. 
Brigadier-General  Giles  A.  Smith  has  been  as- 
i^aed  to  the  command  of  Gresham's  division. 

BAHLS  of  FEACH-1SEK  CREEK. 

Jul7  22,1884. 

The  bloody  campaign  of  Sherman  has  been 
Barked  by  a  signal  proof  of  the  unquenchable 
Tikr  of  his  men ;  of  their  readiness  to  ^ve  bat- 
tle tt  any  moment ;  of  their  proof  agamst  sur- 
prise, and  their  tendency  to  whip  the  enemy 
mkr  all  circumstances  and  against  the  most 
(focouraging  odds.  The  tremendous  rebel  at- 
tKk  on  our  right,  on  the  evening  of  the  twen- 
ties was  one  of  those  rare  instances  in  warfare 
where  the  elaborate  plans  of  a  commander  for 
tbe  destruction  of  his  adversary  succeed  in 
eroy  preliminary,  yet  fail  totally  in  the  frui- 
tira.  Hood,  whose  reputation  for  doing  des- 
perate things  has  elevated  him  over  the  shoul- 
oerB  of  a  man  beside  whom  he  is  a  pigmy  in 
•early  aQ  the  essentials  of  generalship,  was  to 
)  the  offensive  under  the  guidance  of  the 


I  du^ons  Bragg.  It  was  evident  from  the  tone 
!  of  their  newspapers  that  something  new  was 
brewing.  Our  army  was  closing  around  Atlanta, 
pnctising,  to  some  extent,  one  of  its  delicate 
ink  movements.  **  We  will  seduce  the  Yan- 
kee south  of  that  difficult  little  stream.  Peach- 
tree  creek,"  planned  the  rebel  conclave,  *'  in  such 
a  way  that  his  army  will  be  divided.  Of  course 
ke  inB.  intrench — he  always  does.  But  on  the 
BMnuDg  of  the  day  we  conclude  to  fight,  we 
ibaD  make  feints  on  his  left  wing,  and  induce 
ym  to  send  several  divisions  to  meet  the  battie 
we  teem  to  offer.  This  done,  of  course,  his 
rigjbt  wing  advances  to  close  the  gap,  and  to 
M  if  there  is  any  impediment  to  its  entry  into 
Ateta.  His  right  shall  advance  about  a  mile, 
optsrii^  some  prisoners,  to  inform  them  that 
we  have  no  body  of  troops  within  a  mile  and  a 
Ut  At  the  same  time,  four  fifths  of  our  army 
ibal  be  massed  within  a  few  hundred  yards, 
dereriy  under  cover.  We  shall  pounce  upon 
Ae  advancing  and  unprotected  fraction  of  Sher- 
an'a  Yankees,  witiiout  a  note  of  warning,  cut 
it  off  from  its  Mdges,and  will  roll  it  back  upon 
tbe  Chattahoochee.  Our  only  fear  is,  that  the 
May  win  not  walk  into  the  trap." 

SiKuhr  to  say,  our  army,  step  by  step,  feU 
i>to  nie  rebel  foils,  without  missing  a  link. 
tWy  crossed  Peach-tree  creek  at  points  where 
tbe  rebels  made  a  suspiciously  feeble  resistance. 
Iha  whok  army  effected  the  crossing  without 
«rio«8  loss,  leaving  a  gap  of  three  miles  which 
Ae  rebds  refused  to  yield.  When,  on  Wed- 
Maday  momine,  Hood  made  his  feints  against 
«r  left,  Wooas  and  Stanley's  divisioiis  of  the 


Fourth  corps  went  to  its  support  The  troops 
on  the  right,  consisting  of  Hooker's  and  Pal- 
mer's  corps  and  Newton's  division  of  the  Fourth 
corps  alone  remained  on  the  right,  and  they 
were  ordered  to  advance.  With  what  extreme 
nicety  we  involved  ourselveR  in  the  rebel  snare  I 
Newton  and  Hooker  advanced  from  their  trench- 
es, captured  some  prisoners,  and  listened  to 
their  unanimous  story  that  no  considerable  body 
of  rebels  were  within  a  mile  and  a  half.  Could 
a  bait  be  swallowed  with  more  than  this  mathe- 
matical exactness  ?  The  signal  was  given,  and 
like  a  storm  the  rebel  host  rushed  upon  our 
lines  to  complete  their  plan.  How  ^vas  miscar- 
riage possible  ?  They  poured  down  in  torrent- 
like columns  upon  our  few  devoted  colunms  on 
the  right — and  in  three  or  four  hours  were 
crushed,  humiliated,  and  on  some  parts  of  the 
line  routed.  Perhaps,  in  perusing  the  details 
of  the  fight,  your  readers  will  ascertain  with- 
out difficulty  where  they  made  their  grand  mis- 
calculation. 

The  attack,  in  that  it  was  unexpected,  was  a 
surprise.  But  it  did  not  find  our  troops  with- 
out muskets  in  their  hands,  or  beyond  easy 
reach  of  their  arms.  I  have  not  seen  the  time 
during  this  campaign  when  any  portion  of  the 
army  has  not  been  in  complete  battle  trim.  It 
is  useless  to  deny  that  there  was  a  vast  deal  of 
danger  in  the  tremendous  attack.  If  success- 
ful^herman  could  no  longer  with  his  remain- 
ing forces  carry  on  offensive  operations  with 
vigor;  and  if  the  rebel  army,  under  Hood, 
could  force  him  for  a  moment  to  relax  his  hold 
on  its  throat,  it  would  be  the  highest  victory 
they  have  dreamed  of. 

Your  telegrams  have  fnllv  described  the 
situation  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  Briefly, 
McPherson's  extreme  left  lay  across  the  Au- 
eusta  railroad,  Schofield's  and  other  forces  joined 
him  on  the  right  Then  occurred  an  interval  of 
three  miles,  covered  by  pickets  from  Newton's 
division;  then  the  right  wing,  composed  of 
troops  already  enumerated,  who  sustained  the 
whole  weight  of  the  fight  The  coimtry  in 
their  front  was  broken  and  rolling,  dense  for- 
ests, fields  of  corn,  barren  ridges,  marshy  mea- 
dows, and  deep-washed  creeks  being  well  jum- 
bled together  m  the  topography. 

Peach-tree  creek  is  a  narrow,  sluggish  stream, 
with  sudden  banks,  fringed  with  brier  patches 
and  almost  impassable  undergrowth,  ana  would 
be,  without  bridges,  a  fatal  bar  to  the  escape  of 
a  routed  and  pursued  army.  In  the  rear  of  Pal- 
mer, Hooker,  and  Newton,  there  had  been  built 
over  ten  bridges,  rendering  speedy  retreat  feasi- 
ble, provided  access  to  the  bridges  was  not 
denied. 

Newton's  splendid  division,  which  during  the 
campaign  has  lost  more  heavily  than  any  other 
in  me  army,  held  the  left  flank  of  the  corps 
advancing  from  the  north.  The  interval  along 
which  we  had  no  force  was  picketed  by  three 
or  four  regiments  of  Newton's  division,  thus 
reducing  Yjm  force  in  the  trenches  to  less  than 
men.    The  impression  that  an  attack  was 
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impendiDg  on  the  left,  gave  Newton  more  terri- 
tory to  guard  than  he  had  troops  to  cover  His 
slender  brigades,  eked  out  never  so  giueerly, 
did  not  furnish  one  line  of  men,  though  holding 
the  most  delicate  spot  in  our  lines.  His  troops 
were  shifted  from  right  to  left,  from  left  to 
right,  from  centre  to  flanks,  and  tie  reverse,  to 
suit  the  emergency  of  the  moment 

Repeatedly  during  the  morning  Newton  had 
received  orders  to  advance  to  Atlanta,  the  im- 
pression seeming  to  prevail  in  high  quarters 
that  as  the  enemy  was  evidently  massing  on 
our  left  to  deliver  battle,  his  lines  in  front  of 
our  right  must  be  vulnerable.  But  the  enemy 
had  reconnoitered  our  lines  with  extreme  nicety. 
His  movements  to  oiur  left  were  a  feint;  he 
knew  our  weak  point  precisely,  and  having 
decided  on  an  at'ack,  he  was  right  in  aiming 
the  full  force  of  his  formidable  blow  where  it 
fell  Newton's  left  covered  the  bridge  across 
Peach-tree  creek,  the  road  on  which  our  trains 
were  gathered,  and  along  which  communication 
was  kept  up  with  the  heavy  masses  of  our 
troops  on  the  left  Newton  crushed,  our  trains 
were  open  to  them,  and  the  army  was  completely 
cut  in  twain,  one  fragment  facing  Atlanta  on 
the  north«  and  one  on  the  east  In  that  case 
the  whole  rebel  army  could  be  hurled  against 
either  fraction,  and  with  Napoleonic  vigor  Sher- 
man was  to  be  whipped  in  aetaiL  That  part  of 
our  army  on  the  north,  consisting  of  Hooker's 
and  Palmer's  corps  and  Newton's  division,  was 
to  be  driven  into  the  river ;  that  done,  the  left, 
though  too  strong  perhaps  to  be  overwhelmed, 
coula,  nevertheless,  be  controlled  and  foiled. 

During  the  morning,  as  I  have  already  said, 
Newton  received  repeated  orders  to  advance,  but 
Hooker  had  not  been  able  to  connect  on  New- 
ton's right,  and  the  latter,  of  course,  could  not 
safely  advance  until  this  was  efifected.  About 
noon  Butterfield's  division,  commanded  by  Brig- 
adier-Greneral  Ward  came  up  and  occupied  a 
ridge  on  Newton's  right  Preparations  to  ad- 
vance were  made  immediately.  Newton  ordered 
five  regiments  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and  about  two  p.  M.,the  bugle  sounded  the  "for- 
ward." Then  broke  out  the  allegro  of  a  lively 
skirmish.  A  thousand  muskets  sputtered,  and 
woke  the  primeval  echoes  of  the  forests  to  the 
siren  song  of  battle.  Up  the  ridge  our  men 
slowly  forced  their  way,  driving  at  every  step 
a  wavering  line  of  rebel  sharpuiooters,  turning 
at  bay  determinedly  one  moment  but  changing 
their  minds  the  next,  and  stealthily  gliding 
further  to  the  rear.  In  half  an  hour  our  skir- 
mishers had  forced  them  from  the  ridge  entirely, 
with  small  loser  to  themselves.  With  the  ruling 
passion  of  the  campaign,  as  soon  as  Kimball's 
and  Blake's  brigades  occupied  the  ridge  just 
carfied,  the  men  fell  to  building  a  barricade  of 
rails  and  earth.  A  fresh  line  of  skirmishers  was 
adjusted  and  ordered  forward  to  relieve  the  pant- 
ing heroes  who  had  just  taken  a  miUtary  fee- 
eimple  of  the  crest 

This  advance  gave  Newton  still  more  territory 
to  cover,  which  it  was  simply  impossible  for  him 


to  do,  with  his  inadequate  force.  He  however 
made  the  hasty  dispositions  in  his  power  to 
command  it,  and  repel  an  attack,  which,  if  made, 
might  be  disastrous,  if  not  fatal.  In  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  ridges,  Newton's  lines  assumed 
a  singular  shape — ^that  of  the  capital  letter  T. 
Bradley's  brigade  was  placed  in  trenches  along 
the  main  Atlanta  road,  forming  the  perpendicu- 
lar line  of  the  letter,  and  facing  to  the  left; 
Wagner's  brigade,  commanded  by  CJolonel  Blake, 
of  £e  Fortiem  Indiana,  was  the  left  half  of  the 
horizontal  top  line ;  General  Kimball's  brigade 
the  right  half,  facing  outward.  A  section  of 
artillery  was  in  position  at  the  bottom  of  the 
letter. 

Blake's  and  Kimball's  bri^des  were,itwillbe 
remembered,  building  a  rail  barricade  on  the 
crest  just  carried — ^the  men  with  kn^sacks  un- 
slung,  and  many  of  them  some  distance  from 
their  arms,  conveying  rails  and  logs  to  the  nsing 
parapet.  The  fresh  skirmish  line  was  just  going 
forward  when  a  growl  came  from  the  front  At 
the  same  moment  a  cheer  arose — a  wild,  tiunol- 
tuous,  shrill  cry,  from  thousands  of  throats- 
falling  on  Hie  ear  like  a  sudden  and  unsuspected 
clap  of  thunder.  Our  skirmishers  commenced 
firing  and  falline  back  at  the  same  moment 
With  lightning-like  celerity  heavy  columns  of 
rebels  appeared  in  front  of,  or  rather  tumbled  out 
of  the  forests,  their  columns  seemins  to  be  end- 
less, and  carrying  tiiemselves  wim  a  certain 
indescribable  verve  in  the  onset  which  made 
every  one  who  beheld  it  from  our  lines  tremble. 
"How  will  that  fearful  wave  be  broken?"  was 
the  piercing  fear  that  filled  every  bosom,  which 
was  not  aUayed  by  seeing  our  lines  in  apparent 
confusion — the  confusion  of  men  grasping  tbeir 
muskets,  taking  the  touch  of  the  elbow  and  fac- 
ing to  the  front  Words  cannot  describe  the 
crushing  suspense  of  the  first  five  minutes  of  the 
pharge.  Newton's  lines  were  so  thin  they  looked, 
in  some  places,  like  skirmish  deployments. 
They  opened,  and  the  section  of  artillery  in  po- 
sition opened,  but  the  momentum  of  the  dnst- 
colored  phalanxes  was  hatefully  steady.  Tbeir 
colors  snapped  saucily  and  streamed  on  stead^ 
ily.  Soon  every  musket  in  Newton's  division 
was  blazing ;  for  at  the  instant  Walker's  rebel 
division  attacked  Blake's  and  Kimball's  brigades. 
Bate's  rebel  division  appeared  on  the  flanK  anq 
confronted  Bradley's  brigade,  aiming  for  the 
bridge  on  Peach-tree  creek.  They  seemed  to 
spring  from  the  ground,  and  to  continue  springs 
ing. 

A  stream  of  non-combatants  commenced  fiowi 
ing  across  the  bridge.  Pack-mules,  imprudentlji 
taken  close  to  our  lines  by  fortuitous  darkies, 
came  scampering  back,  the  latter  turned  tawnv* 
brown  with  fright  and  reeking  with  perspiration, 
Ambulances  tumbled  over  the  bridge  in  demor 
alized  columns.  A  few  armed  stragglers  stalked 
sheepishly  along,  the  consciousness  that  every 
body  who  met  them  would  fadiom  their  mean^ 
ness  imprinted  on  their  faces  and  in  theil 
movements.  The  curtain  of  pickets  guarding 
the  interval  in  our  lines  came  rushing  along, 
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bedtabed  with  mud  and  bedraggled  with  water, 
kiTiog  barehr  escaped  the  rebel  rush  with  their 
Hbertj.  Orderlies  dashed  ap  the  road  yelling 
for  ammunition-trains,  and  teamsters  olimbed 
trees  for  lookouts  and  reported  that  the  Johnnies 
vere  charging  by  the  acre ;  that  our  troops  were 
in  oonfumon ;  and  finally  summed  up  the  first 
aspect  of  the  situation,  announciug  it  as  con- 
fooDded  scaly. 

There  are  some  things  h^pen  in  battles  which 
ro  to  show  that  Providence  does  not  always 
ikwor  the  largest  battalions.  Napoleon's  own 
mifitary  career  disproved  his  favorite  maxim. 
It  &Us  to  the  lot  of  some  men  to  do  the  lucky 
things  at  the  lucky  moment ;  and  when  Captain 
Goodqpeed,  Newton's  chief  of  artillery,  twenty 
minQtes  before  the  charge,  ordered  ten  guns  from 
the  north  to  the  soutfi  Inink  of  Peach-tree  creek, 
he  probably  little  thought  that  he  was  to  con- 
tribute so  mnch  toward  crushing  the  rebellion — 
to  the  repulse  of  what  many  think  the  most 
reckless  charge  the  enemy  has  made  during  the 
wir.  It  was  the  work  of  a  moment  to  hurl  the 
ten  guns,  already  near  the  destination,  to  the 
proper  point  on  Newton's  flank,  the  work  of 
tDother  to  unHmber.  As  the  enemy  reached  a 
point  within  seventy-five  yards  of  oiur  lines 
these  ten  guns  open.  What  exquisite  music 
iras  in  their  crash  I  How  joyous  was  the  whirl 
of  the  blue  glamour  from  their  throats.  How 
fiercely  flew  swab  and  rammer.  How  cease- 
Lesaiy  the  hmjrards  were  jerked.  How  hotly  the 
Gutridge-bearers  shot  back  and  forth  from  their 
ctiasons.  and  how,  notwithstanding,  the  looker- 
on  feh  like  goading  them  to  efforts  still  more 
deq>erate.  Tnere  was  somethine  satisfying  and 
reasBiinng  in  the  ear-splitting  din.  We  could 
tefl  from  the  peculiar  whistle  that  our  gunners 
vere  firing  canister,  and  we  breathlessly  waited 
far  the  smoke  to  lift  for  a  moment,  that  we  might 
see  its  effect  The  moment  came.  With  a  rag- 
ged frxnt  line  the  rebel  column  had  halted,  and 
were  firing  wild,  but  tremendous  volleys.  Col- 
on disappeared  and  alignments  were  lost 
Coloneis  rallying  their  men  became  tangled  np 
with  the  swaying  and  disordered  lines,  and 
Belted  out  of  view  like  Edgar  of  Ravenswood. 
Rideiiess  horses  plunged  across  the  field  with  a 
puzzled  gallop,  swaying  from  side  to  side,  snuf- 
fing die  terror  of  the  moment  and  screaming 
wi^  fright  Four  s:uns  of  Smith's  First  Mich- 
igan bfttteiy  went  mto  action  hastily  on  New- 
ton's right  flank,  and  added  theirs  to  the  inter- 
Bungling  detonations.  Portions  of  the  assaulting 
&M«  made  ^vering  little  efforts  to  advance, 
umI  the  next  instant  fell  to  pieces.  In  twenty 
BiBotes — no  more — the  rebel  columns  were 
rooted  and  flying  back  to  the  forests  from  which 
flwy  came  ftHrth,  with  an  ahnost  complete  loss  of 
(Bginixation.  It  was  the  last  seen  of  them  in 
tkat  portion  of  the  field,  and  the  stirring  cheers 
tlias  went  up  frt>m  Newton's  men  were  the 
cfaarmed  pezorstion  of  the  history  made  by  the 
mMbatrnf  bds  in  bine  upon  that  field. 

*  Wmu^  it  dns^  f  exclaimed  General  New- 
ton, a»  he  came  riding  back,  his  &ce  aglow  with 


triumph,  and  his  horse  laboring  for  breath.  Up 
and  down  his  division  he  had  ridden  during  the 
fight,  just  as  PhiL  Sherid^  need  to  ride  when 
he  marshalled  the  same  battalions.  Whatever 
of  regret  there  may  be  in  that  division  for  the 
loss  of  the  little  corporal,  now  at  the  head  of  our 
cavaliers,  and  whatever  of  coldness  a  new  com- 
mander experiences  after  replacing  a  universal 
favorite,  both  were  dissipated  that  day  by  Qen- 
oral  Newton.  Such  courage  as  he  displayed  is 
a  ccnie  blanche  to  the  affections  of  his  conunand. 
He  may  have  won  it  by  other  means.  He 
bought  it  that  day  in  good,  sterling,  martiedcoin. 

For  once  stragglers  were  put  to  some  use.  and 
distinguished  themselves.  Oeneral  Newton 
oausea  all  he  could  find  to  be  placed  with  his 
batteries  as  a  support  As  such,  they  contributed 
materiallv  to  break  the  rebel  line  when  it  dashed 
nearest  the  guns. 

It  was  in  Newton's  front  that  General  Stevens, 
commanding  a  brizade  in  Walker's  division, 
Hardee's  corps,  feU.  For  every  casualty  in 
Newton's  division,  two  dead  rebels  were  picked 
up  in  his  front  the  next  morning ;  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  loss  in  the  two  rebel  divisions 
that  assaulted  his  position  cannot  be  less  than 
one  thousand  five  hundred.  Among  his  prison- 
ers is  a  rebel  surgeon,  who  unsuspectingly  drove 
into  General  KimbaH's  lines  with  an  ambulance 
and  a  l^pice  of  splendid  mules.  He  asked  the 
first  Yankee  he  encountered  where  he  was  cap- 
tured, and  could  hardly  credit  his  senses  when 
he  found  the  brogau  on  the  other  foot 

It  is  superfluous  to  say  that  Gk^neral  Kimball 
gave  fresh  instances  of  his  heroism ;  that  Col- 
onel Bradley  was  cool,  inflexible  and  intrepid,  or 
that  Colonel  Blake  added  another  leaf  to  his 
laurels  as  a  gallant  nian  and  a  competent  leader. 
Their  brigades  did  not  yield  an  inch ;  no  higher 
eulogy  can  be  pronounced  than  that 

General  Thomas  witnessed  the  heavy  fighting 
under  Newton.  He  warmly  commended  Captain 
Goodspeed  for  the  celerity  with  which  he 
brought  his  guns  into  action.  Though  General 
Thomas'  face  is  one  in  which  benevolence  and 
majesty  contend,  those  who  were  with  him  dur- 
ing the  bloody  twenty  minutes  on  that  portion 
of  the  line — under  a  heavy  fire,  be  it  understood 
^-say  that  &e  majesty  was  a  little  in  excess 
while  it  lasted. 

Ward,  in  command  of  General  Butterfield's 
division,  had  left  his  trenches,  and  was  advancing 
to  close  upon  Newton's  right  He  had  reached 
the  base  of  a  hill  along  which  his  column  was 
resting,  when  he  received  a  message  from  his 
skirmish  line  deployed  along  the  summit  of  the 
ridge,  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  in  tre- 
mendous force.  From  the  crest  of  the  hiU  the 
country  in  front  is  open,  though  broken,  and  in 
all  the  panoply  of  war,  streaming  banned,  and 
even,  swiftrstepping  ranks,  came   the  enemy, 

Souring  into  the  fields,  filling  them  densely  as 
e  advanced.  It  was  but  the  work  of  a  moment 
for  General  Ward  to  form  his  line.  The  next 
his  skirmishers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Bloodgood,  of  the  Twenty-second  Wiscon- 
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Bin,  were  body  engaged,  but  they  stood  their 
ground.  No  sooner  were  his  brigades  in  line, 
than  the  bhut  and  warlike  old  veteran  gave  the 
word  ''Forward.'' 

In  superb  order  his  division  mounted  the 
hill,  and  over  the  crest  it  swept,  taking  the  skir- 
mishers along.  Portions  of  the  hostile  lines 
halted  at  close  quarters  and  fought  for  a  while, 
and  on  the  right,  so  great  was  the  momentum  of 
the  counter-diarge,  several  regiments  became 
conmiingled,  the  rebels  in  such  cases  exhibiting 
the  greatest  disorder,  and  submitting  to  capture 
without  debate.  The  rebels  opposing  Ward, 
prominent  among  whom  was  Gleneral  Feather- 
ston's  division,  were  totally  unprepared  for  the 
fearful  shock  which  came  upon  them  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  and  to  a  great  extent  they  were  un- 
nerved by  it  Our  line  poured  in  deadly  volleys, 
and  steadily  pushed  the  enemy,  now  in  confu- 
sion, across  ue  field.  The  attack  on  Ward  was 
virtually  over  in  fifteen  minutes,  though  he  had 
not  so  much  as  a  piece  of  artillery  to  settle  the 
matter  with  a  sharp  turn.  The  rebels  came  on 
in  double  lines  originally,  but  the  moment  Ward 
struck  them  they  showed  signs  of  confusion, 
and  both  lines  became  intermingled.  Seven 
battle-flags  were  wrested  from  the  severely- 
whipped  foe,  and  are  held  by  Ward  as  his  tan- 
gible trophies,  He  too,  lutd  done  the  ludky 
thing  at  me  lucky  moment ;  in  addition  tg  which 
bis  personal  bravery  diuing  the  fight  was  the 
theme  of  enthusiastic  comment  among  his  men. 

In  front  of  this  division  the  slaughter  of  the 
rebels  was  very  great  In  riding  over  the 
ground  next  morning,  I  was  astonished  to  see 
the  long  winrows  of  their  dead  collected  for 
burial  Many  of  their  severely  wounded— of 
whom  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  feU  into  Ward's 
hands — were  still  scattered  over  the  field, 
though  the  ambulances  were  all  engaged  in 
carrying  them  to  our  hospitalH.  Qenersd  Ward's 
own  estimate  of  the  rebel  loss  in  his  front  is 
from  two  thousand  to  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred. He  captured  over  three  hundred  prison- 
ers. His  victory  was  the  most  pronounced  of 
any  along  the  line,  and  his  loss,  fiiough  severe, 
is  probably  much  less  tlum  it  would  have  been 
had  he  not  met  the  enemy  half  way. 

At  noon  on  the  twentieth,  Geary  advanced  his 
teie  deporUy  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  section 
of  McGill's  battery,  succeeded  in  taking  a  ridge 
in  his  front,  to  which  he  advanced  bis  division, 
formed  with  Colonel  Candy's  brigade  on  the  left, 
Colonel  Jones'  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Ireland's 
in  the  centre,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  erect 
barricades.  iTie  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  went 
forward  and  occupied  another  hill,  some  on^ hun- 
dred yards  further  south,  where  they  began  to 
erect  works.  They  had  just  fairly  got  to  work 
when  the  fierce  shout  of  the  enemy  and  the  con- 
fused sound  of  their  myriad  tramp  struck  tixe 
startled  ear.  More  than  half  of  Geary's  line  was  in 
a  dense  forest  filled  with  underbrush ;  the  re- 
mainder faced  an  open  field.  Across  the  latter, 
it  was  a  brave  but  terrifying  sight  When  we 
remember  that  the  entire  rebel  attacking  coliunn 


reached  along  the  front  of  but  four  of  our  di> 
visions,  it  can  easily  be  conceived  how  massive 
and  deep  their  formations  were.  In  the  forest, 
the  thickets  fairly  wilted  and  disappeared  under 
their  feet,  so  closely  were  they  packed,  and  so 
irresistible  their  progress.  They  came  on  with- 
out skirmishers,  and  as  if  by  instinct,  struck 
Geary's  right  flank,  where  a  gap  existed,  that 
Williams'  division  was  endeavoring  to  close. 
The  four  regiments  forming  the  right  brigade 
were  enveloped  on  their  flank  and  rear  in  a 
moment  ana  cruelly  enfiladed.  Subjected  to 
half  a  dozen  cross-dres,  the  bri^^de  fell  back 
hastily  to  the  trenches  it  had  left  m  the  morning. 
To  remain  would  have  been  annihilation. 

Portions  of  Colonel  Ireland's  brigade  were 
also  torn  to  pieces  by  the  withering  cross-fires, 
and  fell  back  after  repeated  gallant  effortd  to 
re-form  their  line  to  return  the  fire  on  flank  and 
rear.  The  moment  was  a  desperate  one.  The 
enemy  were  almost  withia  erasp  of  Lieutenant 
Bundy's  battery  on  the  right,  but  he  wheeled 
one  section  from  front  to  right,  and  by  double- 
shotting  the  guns  with  canister,  succeeded  in 
repelling  the  greedy  vermin  in  dirty  gray.  His 
gmmers,  however,  were  shot  down  one  after 
another,  until  a  detail  of  in&ntry  men  from  the 
Sixtieth  New  York  was  called  for  to  work  them. 
A  sergeant  in  this  battery  fell  pierced  with 
seven  balls.  A  corporal  received  nine,  seven 
of  which  passed  through  his  heart 

So  bitter  was  this  enfilading  fire  to  which 
Geary's  position  was  exposed,  tnat  the  caissons 
of  the  guns  that  had  been  taken  to  the  rear  for 
safety  were  driven  back  to  the  front  to  escape 
a  more  deadly  fire  than  was  sustained  at  the 
ordinary  point  of  danger.  But  the  remainder 
of  Geary's  brigade  stood  firm  as  a  rock.  The 
enemy  in  vain  charged  and  rechai^^ed  from 
front  and  right  flank.  Until  nightfaS  the  un- 
equal contest  was  waged,  but  Geary  held  his 
hill  inflexibly.  The  enemy  sullenly  left  his 
front  during  the  evening,  firing  spitefully  as  he 
retired. 

The  regiments  that  had  fkllen  back  "Were  re- 
formed and  sent  into  action  again  on  General 
Williams'  left,  aiding  materially  in  checking  the 
rebel  column  tliat  was  pouring  through  the  un- 
toward interval  and  flooding  Geary's  rear. 

I  have  seen  most  of  the  battle-fields  in  &e 
South-west,  but  nowhere  have  I  seen  traces  of 
more  deadly  work  than  is  visible  in  ^e  dense 
woods  in  which  Geary's  right  was  formed. 
Thickets  were  literally  cradled  by  bullets,  and 
on  the  large  trees,  for  twenty  feet  on  the  trunk, 
hardly  a  square  inch  of  bark  remained.  Many 
were  torn  and  splintered  with  shell  and  rouna- 
shot,  the  enemy  in  their  attack  on  Geary  and 
Williams  usin^  artillery,  which  they  did  not 
bring  into  action  on  other  portions  of  the  line« 
Knapp's  Pennsylvania  battery  was  engaged 
from  beginning  to  end  on  Geary's  left  flank,  and 
contributed  vastly  to  his  success  in  holding  to 
his  position,  as  it  were,  with  his  teeth.  OaptEiin 
Elliott,  of  €k>ary's  staff,  was  instantly  killed 
during  the  action.    The  General's  staff  has  suf- 
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fered  heayily  daring  tlie  campaign,  having  lost 
five  of  its  members  since  the  movement  against 
Dillas. 

The  Thirty-third  New  Jersey,  which  was  ad- 
vanced to  fortify  a  hill  on  the  skirmish  line,  lost 
more  than  half  its  number  on  the  first  onset 
General  Geary  was  on  the  hill  with  it  when 
itticked,  and  had  barely  time  to  reach  his  main 

ATTACK  ON  GENERAL  WILLIAMS. 

The  rebel  attack  rolled  along  the  left  until 
Geoera]  Williams'  fine  division  was  fuUy  en- 
piged.  It  had  advanced  to  close  up  on  (ieary, 
General  Knipe's  brigade  in  the  centre,  General 
Roger's  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Robinson's 
on  the  left  It  fought  from  four  o'clock  till  long 
after  dark,  in  a  dense  forest,  without'  yielding  a 
foot  It  was  a  fair  stand  up  fight,  in  which 
Williams'  division  lost  more  heavily  than  any 
otho"  in  the  engagement.  When  they  first  ad- 
vanced against  Colonel  Robinson's  brigade,  the 
rebels  held  up  their  hands  as  if  to  surrender, 
npon  which,  seeing  our  lads  hesitate,  they  in- 
stantfy  poured  a  volley  into  them.  These 
wretched  and  coMrardly  tactics  were  practised 
on  other  portions  of  the  Une. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Ansel  McCook,  on 
Palmer's  left,  was  at  one  time  heavily  engaged, 
th^  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  and  Tenth  Wis- 
owwin  losing  about  fifty  men  each.  The  re- 
mainder of  Palmer's  corps  was  not  engaged, 
and  80  rapid  and  conclusive  was  the  fighting 
fl»at  it  was  not  needed  to  assist  Hooker  or 
NewtoiL 

It  is  estimated  that  every  man  in  Hooker's 
corps  expended  over  a  hundred  rounds  of  am- 
moDition.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fight  the 
ammouition  trains  were  on  the  north  bank 
"f  the  creek,  but  they  were  rushed  over 
before  the  troops  had  generally  emptied  their 
boxes. 

The  enemy  retired  a  mile  or  more  during  the 
D^htfcdjing  back  to  his  works  around  Atlanta. 
Hood's  inaugural  was  not  very  felicitous.  The 
battle  of  Peach-tree  creek  must  rank  with  the 
aosi  brilliant  successes  of  the  war.  The  failure 
of  the  rebels  to  destroy  our  right  wing  was 
owing  to  the  indominable  pluck  of  the  men. 
They  couldn't  afford  to  be  whipped,  and  such 
being  the  case.  General  Hoqd  was  unhappy  in 
wpposing  that  he  could  worst  ten  thousand  of 
oar  hds  with  his  whole  army,  even  after  (to 
borrow  a  phrase  from  the  Confederate  classics), 
■gettmg  mem  just  where  he  wanted  them." 

AH  OFFICER'S  A(XOUNT. 

9acm  ASD  a  QQism  Vnm  Saaaa  or  Aruani,  \ 
0k)3gu,  Jal7  21.        j 

Oq  yesterday  oocnrred  one  of  the  most  san- 
poBary  and  brilliant  conflicts  which  have  be- 
afleo  this  army  upon  the  soil  of  Georgia.  I 
*all  endeavor  to  write  an  account  of  that  por- 
tioa  of  it  engaged  in  by  the  First  division  of 


the  Twentieth  corps,  and  I  trust  the  same  may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  your  readers. 

On  the  nineteenth  instant  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  arrived  in  position  south  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  and  north  of  Atlanta.  The 
Fourteenth  corps  occupied  the  right  wing,  the 
Fourth  the  left,  and  the  Twentieth  the  centre. 
The  line  extended  along  the  north  bank  of 
Peach-tree  creek,  and  in  a  direction  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  line  of  rebel  works  bordering  the 
Chattahoochee.  The  position  thus  adopted  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  change  his  front  and  assume 
a  new  line  of  defence.  In  the  mean  time  the 
armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Ohio  were  ex- 
pected to  shortly  sever  the  Georgia  railroad 
near  Stone  Mountain,  and  to  march  toward  At- 
lanta in  a  direction  threatening  the  right  flank 
and  rear  of  the  rebel  army. 

On  the  twentieth  instant  a  general  advance  in 
the  direction  of  Atlanta  was  begun.  By  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  the  Twentieth  corps  had  arrived  in 
position  on  the  heights  skirting  Peach-tree 
ci^k  on  its  south  bank.  The  First  division 
joined  the  Fourteenth  corps  on  the  right,  the 
Second  division  held  the  centre,  and  the  Third 
joined  Newton's  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
on  the  extreme  left  A  heavy  picket  was 
thrown  out,  and  was  considered  a  sufficient  pre- 
caution against  any  hostile  demonstration  of 
the  enemy,  since  nothing  was  thought  of  but 
an  advance  against  his  position.  The  troops 
were  permitted  to  rest  quietly  in  the  shade, 
and  were  not  troubled  with  building  the  usual 
breastworks  deemed  necessary  at  each  change 
of  the  line  of  battle.  Temporary  barricades  of 
rails  were  thought  a  sufficient  strengthening  of 
the  line  for  all  necessary  purposes. 

Thus  the  day  wore  away  until  two  o'clock 
p.  M.  Comparatively  little  firing  had  followed 
the  movements  of  the  troops— just  enough  to 
reveal  the  presence  and  position  of  the  enemy. 
The  developments  anxiously  hoped-for  in  the 
movements  of  McPherson  and  Schofield  seemed 
to  be  awaited  as  the  signal  for  active  demon- 
strations by  the  Armj^  of  the  Cumberland.  But 
the  enemy,  appreciating  the  desperate  condition 
to  which  he  was  being  rapidly  brought,  be- 
thought himself  to  make  one  bold,  dashing,' 
determined  effort  to  thwart  our  designs.  Ac- 
cordingly, early  in  the  afternoon  a  fierce,  rapid 
fire  broke  out  along  qut  picket  lines,  which 
quickly  grew  into  a  volleying  roll  of  musketry 
in  front  of  Ward's  and  Geary's  divisions.  The 
storm  soon  extended  along  the  line  toward  the 
right  where  Williams*  division  lay  grouped 
along  the  crest  of  a  rather  high  and  densely- 
wooded  hill.  Between  Williams'  and  Geary's 
divisions  lay  a  deep  hollow,  down  which, 
masked  by  the  timber,  the  enemy  was  now 
advancing  in  heavy  masses.  General  Williams, 
with  that  sudden  inspiration  which  character- 
izes true  military  genius,  saw  at  a  glance  the 
arrangement  of  his  troops  which,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  unexpected 
exigencies  of  the  moment,  was  best  adapted 
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to  meet  this  nnlooked-for  demonstration  of  the 
enemy.  He  hurried  his  brigades  into  position 
on  the  double-quick,  and  though  they  moved 
with  all  possible  celerity,  was  unable  to  get 
them  in  their  proper  places  ere  they  received  a 
terrific  fire  from  the  enemy.  Robinson's  bri- 
gade hastened  along  the  crest  of  the  hill,  then 
&cing  by  the  left  flsmk,  marched  down  the  slope 
to  receive  the  swarming  masses  of  the  over- 
confident and  defiant  toe.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  so  murderous,  and  his  advance  so 
impetuous,  that  it  seemed  for  a  tune  as  if  Rob- 
inson's line  must  surely  yield.  It  was  an  awful 
moment  The  combatants  were  mingled  with 
each  other,  and  fighting  hand  to  hand.  The 
safety  of  the  corps,  and  indeed  the  entire  army 
seemed  to  depend  upon  the  courage  and  deter- 
mination of  those  devoted  men.  Should  they 
give  way,  the  enemy  would  get  possession  of 
the  hill,  command  the  rear,  breaK  the  centre, 
capture  hundreds  of  prisoners,  all  our  artillery, 
and  drive  the  remnant  of  our  troops  back  to 
the  creek,  and  perhaps  to  the  Chattahoochee. 
Bat  not  one  inch  would  those  intrepid  veterans 
yield.  Though  their  ranks  were  fearfully  thin- 
ned, and  the  tangled  forest  became  strewn  with 
bleeding  forms  as  with  autumn  leaves,  yet  they 
determinedly  maintained  their  position,  and 
compelled  we  enemy  to  withdraw,  leaving  his 
dead  and  wounded  mingled  with  the  brave 
heroes  who  had  fought  and  fallen  beneath  the 
starry  folds  of  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

While  Robinson's  brigade  was  thus  contend- 
ing against  fearful  odds,  Knipe's  (First)  brigade 
had  formed  a  line  of  battle  stretcning  along  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  in  continuation  of  Robinson's 
line,  and  forming  connection  with  the  Four- 
teenth corps.  Knipe  had  no  sooner  got  into 
position  than  the  enemy  poured  down  upon  him 
m  an  onslaught  no  lees  fierce  and  desperate 
than  that  mside  against  Robinson.  The  awful 
picture  of  the  battle  as  it  ra^ed  at  this  monent 
no  pencil  can  paint,  no  pen  describe.  The  noon- 
day air  became  dark  and  heavy  with  the  pow- 
der-smoke, which  hung  like  a  gloomy  canopy 
over  the  pale,  bloody  corpses  of  tiie  slam. 
Wounded  men  were  borne  to  the  rear  by  scores, 
the  blood  streaming  from  their  lacerated  flesh, 
and  presenting  a  sight  which  at  any  other  time 
would  sicken  the  heart  with  horror.  Each, 
instant  some  patriot  heart,  some  noble  form,  the 
treasure  and  the  light  of  some  distant  house- 
hold, fell  prone  upon  the  earth  and  added  a  new 
martyr  to  freedom,  a  new  victim  to  the  cause- 
less crime  of  southern  traitors.  The  rattling 
roll  of  the  musketry  sounded  like  the  continu- 
ous war  of  a  cataract,  and  was  joined  by  the 
thunderous  chime  of  tne  deep-throated  cannon, 
which  spouted  unceasing  volumes  of  flames 
and  iron  into  the  faces  of  the  foe.  But  amid  all 
this  carnage  and  confusion,  Williams'  veteran 
heroes  wavered  not,  and  the  red  star  (the  badge 
of  the  First  division.  Twentieth  corps)  of  the 
First  division  never  gleamed  more  valiantly 
than  it  did  in  the  hour  of  that  dreadful  conflict. 
Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  men  who 


would  thus  so  nobly  do  and  dare  for  the  cause 
of  country,  God,  and  truth. 

The  enemy,  finding  it  impossible  to  break  the 
hue  or  drive  it  from  the  hill,  suddenly  with- 
drew a  short  distance  into  the  woods ;  but  the 
fight  did  not  end  here.  Ever  and  anon  the 
rebels  would  surge  forward  again  to  the  charge, 
as  if  goaded  by  some  spirit  of  madness  or  fired 
by  a  desperate  resolution  which  would  not 
listen  to  failure.  The  sanguinary  recklessness 
of  Chickamauga  was  repeated, but  with  different 
results.  Every  effort  of  the  enemy  was  foiled, 
every  attack  repulsed.  Evening  came  on  apace, 
and  the  battle  subsided  into  the  irregular  firing 
of  the  pickets.  The  last  beams  of  the  declin- 
ing sun,  though  they  gleamed  upon  a  sad 
and  revolting  spectacle,  yet  seemed  to  set 
the  bloody  field  aglow  with  the  almost  un- 
earthly light  of  complete  triumph  and  glorious 
victory. 

Thus  terminated  the  fifth  battle  in  which  the 
First  division  has  participated  during  this  cam- 
paign. In  each  previous  instance,  as  in  this 
last,  the  enemy  has  been  thoroughly  beaten,  and 
in  no  case  has  he  gained  the  slightest  advantage 
of  General  Williams'  veterans.  Twice  at  Resaca, 
once  at  Dallas,  once  at  Kenosaw,  and  finally, 
once,  at  least,  in  the  great  struggle  before  At- 
lanta, the  enemv  has  been  compelled  to  eat  the 
bitter  fruit  of  defeat  and  disaster  by  this  splen- 
did division.  Yet  comparatively  little  has  been 
said  of  its  exploits  in  the  public  prints,  and  the 
credit  of  much  that  it  has  done  has  been  un- 
fairly awarded  to  other  commands.  Its  intrepid 
and  skilful  leader,  who  has  the  most  unlimited 
confidence  of  his  entire  command,  seems  to  have 
been  also  overlooked,  both  by  the  public  and 
the  Gk)vemment,  and  those  cheap  rewards,  so 
justly  due  to  long  and  faithful  services,  seem  to 
have  been  withheld  from  him  to  be  bestowed 
upon  others  who  were  less  of  soldiers  and  more 
of  politicians.  It  is  well  that  the  Republic  can 
yet  boast  of  men  to  whom  the  voice  of  duty 
speaks  more  potently  than  the  insinuations  of 
public  ingratitude  and  personal  injustice.  His- 
tory will  forever  honor  the  men  who  have  done 
the  real  work  of  this  war,  while  she  will  utterly 
ignore  the  political  scramblers  who  by  wire- 
working  have  obtained  lofty  promotion,  and  on 
very  small  capital  have  managed  to  obtain  a  sort 
of  fire-fly  reputation. 

In  the  repulse  of  yesterday,  the  enemy  re- 
ceived a  damaging  blow,  from  which  he  cannot 
fully  recover.  It  is  almost  to  be  hoped,  that  he 
will  continue  to  spend  his  strength  in  such 
crazy  attempts  to  destroy  this  army.  By  no 
other  means  can  he  more  surely  bring  himself 
to  that  just  retribution  which  is  the  proper 
reward  of  his  crime  against  his  country  and  the 
civilization  of  the  age.  Let  the  rebel  legions 
continue  to  precipitate  themselves  against  the 
iron  lines  that  press  them  toward  the  Gulf.  It 
mav  ultimately  give  relief  to  their  insane  hate, 
and  bring  them,  by  the  dreadful  argument  of 
blood,  to  the  conviction  that  they  are  wrong 
and  we  are  right. 
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BATTLE  NEAR  ATLANTA. 

Two  MiLM  East  or  Atlahta,  I 
Jul/  23, 1804.        J 

The  nm^mnary  assault  by  the  rebels  upon 
ov  right  wing,  on  the  tweutieth,  bo  shattered 
asd  disorganized  their  regiments,  that  they 
nade  no  further  offensive  demonstrations  during 
the  twenty-first  Our  own  army,  also,  on  the 
right  wing,  bid  escaped  disaster  at  such  cost 
tk£  it  was  litde  disposed  to  advance,  even  if  it 
b«i  possessed  the  requisite  strength ;  they  were 
nfidendy  rejoiced  to  see  the  rebel  columns, 
beaten  and  broken,  falling  back  before  them. 
Oo  tiie  twenty-first,  however,  they  advanced 
their  line  half  a  mile  or  so,  and  occupied  the 
crest  of  the  slope  which  descends  into  the  valley 
of  Peedk-tree  creek,  and  throwing  up  strong 
works  of  defence,  remained  quiet  during  the 
dijr.  Tbey  reported  to  us  of  the  center  and 
left,  certain  movements  of  the  enemy  during  the 
day,  southward  through  Atlanta  toward  our 
kd,  which  betokened  another  storm.  It  was 
Dot  difficult  to  see  that  the  rebels,  goaded  into 
ade^Mrate  energy  by  their  continued  retreats, 
ad  ^Nirred  on  by  the  fiery  words  of  their  new 
leader.  Hood,  were  forging  another  bolt  to  be 
hvled  against  us. 

The  Twenty-third  corps,  constituting  the  cen- 
tre, having  strongly  intrenched  itself  the  night 
before,  remained  quiet  during  the  twenty-first, 
flioagh  preparations  were  being  made  to  open 
tpon  the  rebels,  when  the  time  came  for  united 
action  of  the  whole  army,  with  all  the  batteries 
that  the  ground  would  allow  to  be  got  into 
peeitioo.  Prompt  and  daring  as  usual,  the  Sig- 
nal Corps  had  established  a  station  of  observa- 
tioQ  io  the  top  of  a  tall  tree,  half  a  mile  from  the 
esemy,  from  which  they  could  look  down  into 
itbnta,  two  miles  distant,  with  ease.  To  try 
ao  experiment,  one  of  the  pieces  of  Ck>ckriirs 
battery,  a  three4nch  Rodman  gun,  was  brought 
■ear  ^e  tree  and  Lieutenant  Keynolds  took  his 
station  in  tiie  tree  with  a  glass,  to  direct  the 
gnaners  in  their  aim.  The  piece  was  heavily 
chaiged,  and  the  first  shell  is  supposed  to  have 
gone  high  above  the  city  and  fully  a  mile  beyond 
it  The  second  was  sent  lower,  and  passed 
within  ear-shot  of  the  populace,  as  a  slight  com- 
ikotaon  could  be  observea  among  the  crowds  on 
the  house-tops.  The  third  was  directed  much 
lower,  and  wrought  a  decided  moral  effect  at 
least,  as  it  deared  the  tops  of  the  houses  of  the 
gazing  Atlantians,  in  a  remarkably  short  space 
of  time.  Grenend  .  McPherson's  cannons,  also, 
were  able  to  throw  shells  into  the  city,  as  they 
vere  planted  even  closer  than  those  of  the 
Twea^-tiiird  corps. 

General  Blair  bad  pushed  forward  his  corps 
daring  the  day,  so  as  to  bring  them  sharply  in 
eooflict  with  the  enemy,  causing  pretty  severe 
kMB  m  wounded  and  ca'ptured.  I  have  not  been 
afaie  to  obtain  full  particulars  of  their  move- 
aaots,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  made  rather 
Bdependently  of  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  to 
have  entailed  a  loss  disproportionate  to  the  gain. 
The  division  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith  was 


thrust  out,  so  that  it  occupied  three  sides  of  a 
square,  and  in  advance  of  its  supports  on  the 
leit  and  right  In  doing  so,  it  encountered 
strong  opposition,  but  maintained  all  the  ground 
it  had  occupied  and  threw  up  lines  of  breast- 
works. 

July  22—2.25  a.  m.— It  is  a  splendidly  bright 
moonlight  night,  such  as  enables  one  almost  to 
read,  and  all  about  camp,  and  along  the  whole 
battle-line,  there  is  a  silence  contrasting  strange- 
ly with  the  incessant  rattle  of  musketry  which 
lulled  us  to  sleep.  What  does  it  mean? 
'*  Guard,  I  say,  how  goes  the  night  ?  Have  the 
rebels  fallen  back  from  Atlanta?  Where's  all 
the  noise  we  heard  last  evening  ?" 

Morning  showed  that  the  rebels  had  with- 
drawn from  the  main  line  of  fortifications  at 
which  they  had  first  brought  us  to  a  halt,  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  Atlanta,  and  had 
retired  to  another,  which  was  about  a  mUe  and 
a  half  nearer  the  city.  This  they  had  done  all 
along  the  line  from  the  extreme  right  of  Greneral 
Thomas  to  the  left  of  General  McPherson,  short- 
ening their  front,  of  course,  and  enabling  us  to 
shorten  our  own.    As  developed  by  the  subse- 

3uent  startling  movements  and  events  of  the 
ay,  their  reason  for  this  move  was  obvious, 
and  was  the  dictate  of  a  daring  and  resolute 
mind,  such  as  now  appears  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  rebel  armies,  and  drew  us  on  after  them 
into  a  pursuit  which  came  near  proving  unfor- 
tunate. It  seems  to  me  to  have  been  simply 
this :  They  designed,  by  thus  shortening  their 
lines  and  relieving  some  portions  of  their  army 
from  tiieir  left,  to  push  the  relieved  corps  rap- 
idly and  desperately  against  our  left  wing  early 
in  the  forenoon,  before  our  marching  column 
had  come  in  proximitr  to  the  rebel  works,  and 
were  deployed  and  had  thrown  up  defences. 
They  oomd  rely  on  our  following  them  up  close- 
ly as  soon  as  we  discovered  they  baa  fallen 
back;  and,  even  if  we  did  so  with  the  men 
fully  deployed  in  Une  of  battle,  they  hoped  to 
strike  us  before  any  works  could  be  put  in  our 
front  to  break  the  assault 

That  this  was  their  design  appears  from  the 
testimony  of  a  rebel  Colonel  who  was  captured 
in  the  assault,  and  said  that  the  orders  deuvered 
to  them  were  to  assault  our  lines  early  in  the 
morning.  Fortunately  for  us,  certain  delays 
which  took  place  in  their  march  postponed  the 
attack  till  nearly  eleven  o'clock,  at  which  time 
our  men  had  moved  forward  so  as  to  come  in 
sight  of  the  new  rebel  works,  had  deployed  and 
partiaUy,  and  in  some  places  wholly,  completed 
their  intrenchments. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  advanced  along 
the  main  Decatur  road  in  a  direction  nearly 
west,  and  parallel  to  the  railroad,  with  the  Six- 
teenth corps  on  the  right,  next  the  Twenty-third, 
the  Fifteenth  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad,  and 
the  Seventeenth  south  of  it,  its  extreme  left 
being  about  two  miles  below  it  The  Twenty- 
third  moved  along  a  branch  of  the  Bucktown 
road,  which  enters  Atlanta  in  a  south-west  direc- 
tion, and  in  consequence  of  the  convergence  of 
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these  roads  the  Sixteenth  corps  was  early 
crowded  out  and  thrown  in  reserve,  in  which 
position  it  was  when  the  assault  took  place* 
The  Fourth  corps  moved  nearly  parallel  with  the 
Twenty-third,  but  no  portion  of  the  assault  was 
directed  against  it 

The  rebel  force  which  struck  this  portion  of 
the  line  was  the  corps  commanded  by  Hardee, 
and  evidently  expected  to  find  in  opposition  only 
a  thin  line,  if  it  did  not  count  on  having  eone  so 
fax  around  as  to  come  in  altogether  below.  I 
am  inclined  to  the  latter  opinion.  About  eleven 
o'clock  they  debouched  from  the  woods  into  an 
open  field,  in  which  a  good  part  of  the  works  of 
the  Seventeenth  corps  were  constructed,  along 
a  ridge  called  Leggett  s  Bald  Knob,  and  rushed 
upon  us  with  the  utmost  fierceness,  according  to 
their  usual  manner.  The  Third  division,  Gen- 
eral Leggett,  was  on  the  left  of  the  corps,  and 
that  commanded  by  General  Giles  A.  Smith  oc- 
cupied the  r^ht,  holding,  as  I  have  said,  the 
general  position  of  three  sides  of  a  hollow 
square,  though,  of  course,  there  were  many  de- 
viations and  breaks  from  so  exact  a  figure.  The 
men  received  the  onset  with  steadiness,  deliver- 
ing their  fire  with  all  possible  rapidity ;  but  the 
overpowering  numbers  of  the  enemy,  massed, 
as  usual,  in  many  lines,  bore  down  idl  opposition 
at  first;  and  breaking  over  the  works,  they 
drove  our  men  back,  some  many  rods  and  some 
less,  and  appeared  likely  to  crush  and  scatter 
them  in  hopeless  confusion  and  ruin,  despite  the 
obstinate  valor  of  the  troops  and  their  almost 
superhuman  efforts.  The  prospect  was  gloomy 
inaeed,  and  dismay  sat  upon  every  countenance 
save  those  of  the  brave  men  who  contended  in 
the  ranks  now,  if  ever,  for  the  very  existence 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  If  they  were  utterly 
broken  and  scattered,  then  there  was  little  hopa 
for  the  rest  of  the  gallant  army,  flanked  as  it 
would  be,  and  right  well  did  they  know  it 

In  the  rear,  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand 
ponderous  supply  wagons  and  ambulances  were 
greatly  endangered,  and  came  streaming  back  in 
rear  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  (which  till  then  was 
a  safe  refuge),  and  extended  over  far  along  be- 
hind the  Twenty-third,  crowdine  and  jamming 
in  the  narrow  roads,  in  the  woods,  in  the  great- 
est confusion  and  constematiop.  A  courier  ar- 
rived at  corps  headquarters  in  hot  haste,  sum- 
moning every  man  who  had  a  gun,  or  could  get 
one,  to  mount  his  horse  and  come  to  the  fight 
Every  one  bestirred  himself ;  the  escort  and  the 
Provost  Guard  saddled,  mounted  and  were  off  to 
the  scene  of  peril,  and  did  such  service  as  they 
were  able. 

It  was  an  evil  hour  for  the  Seventeenth  corps, 
and  they  were  rapidly  approaching  that  pomt 
where  the  endurance  of  the  bravest  had  reached 
its  limits. 

At  this  critical  moment,  the  Fourth  division 
of  the  Sixteenth  corps  and  one  brigade.  Colonel 
Morriirs,  of  the  Second  (the  other  was  at  Deca- 
tur), arrived  on  the  left  wing,  and  stayed  the 
tide  of  the  rebel  onset  Colonel  MorrUl's  bri- 
gade had  come  up  a  few  minutes  before  the  at- 


tack commenced,  and  constructed  very  slight 
works  somewhat  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  the 
Sixteenth  corps ;  but  as  soon  as  the  latter  begu 
to  be  pushed  back,  they  at  once  leaped  over 
their  works,  and  together  with  the  Fourth  divi- 
sion, which  was    just  then  arriving,  msbed 
boldly  into  the  open  field,  and  met  ue  enemv 
face  to  face.  They  held  their  ground  firmly  and, 
when  the  rebels  at  last  fell  back,  carried  off 
their  wounded  behind  their  breastworks.   The 
Seventeenth,    thus    timely    reinforced,  hastily 
threw  up  a  slight  line  in  rear  of  their  old  oue, 
and  held  it  throughout    All  this  was  transpir- 
ing on  the  left  of  the  corps.    It  is  extremelf 
difficult  to  give  a  connected  narrative  of  the 
various  turns  of  fortune  through  the  whole 
corps,  so  great  was  the  confusion  and  disorgani- 
zation caused  by  the  partial  success  of  the 
attempt  to  flank  them.   T^ie  ground  was  imeyeo 
and  sharply  furrowed  by  gulleys,  with  bushes 
growing  thick  along  the  bottom  of  them,  and 
shreds  and  patches  of  breastworks  dotted  and 
streaked  the  ground  in  almost  every  direction. 
The  terrible  and  confused  character  of  the  strife 
may  be  conceived  when  it  is  related  that  the 
Iowa  brigade,  of  (General  Smith's  division,  fought 
successive  times  during  the  two  dreadful  hoort 
of  the  l)attle  on  both  sides  of  their  works.  They 
would  fire  upon  the  rebels  in  front  of  them 
until  they  were  somewhat  repulsed,  and  by  this 
time  they  would  be  attacked  by  another  party, 
or  a  part  of  the  same,  in  their  rear,  and,  facing 
about,  would  pour  into  their  antaj^onists  a  fire 
from  the  other  side.    I,  myself,  visited  the  scene 
of  this  dreadful  struggle  the  morning  aftOTward, 
and  received  a  confirmation  of  the  almost  incred- 
ible story  by  seeing  the  rebel  corpses  lying 
plentifully  about  on  both  sides  of  the  breast- 
works, mingled  with  those  of  our  own  men. 

About  noon,  McPherson  rode  along  the  front 
just  on  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  corps,  and 
made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  progress  which 
the  Sixteenth  Corps  was  making  further  to  the 
left  Not  being  satisfied  he  rode  forward  to  as- 
certain for  himself.  He  was  accompanied  by 
only  two  of  his  staff  and  a  portion  of  his  escort 
A  fatal  impulse  carried  him  into  a  gap  of  several 
hundred  yards,  between  the  Seventeenth  and 
Sixteenth,  and  of  which  both  he  and  his  stai3 
were  entirely  ignorant,  and  advancing  to  the  top 
of  a  ridge,  with  his  staff  somewhat  in  the  rear 
he  was  suddenly  confronted  by  a  party  of  rebeh 
who  rose  from  ambush,  and  calling  on  him  t^i 
halt,  at  the  same  time  fired  a  volley  which  in^ 
jured  none  but  himself.  A  ball  pieroed  his  right 
breast,  and  severing,  it  is  supposed,  a  large 
blood-vessel  above  the  heart,  caused  instaD| 
death  from  suffocation  by  the  discharge  of  blooc 
about  the  lungs.  The  rebels  succeeded  ii 
rifling  his  person  of  a  portion  of  tlie  money  h( 
carried  with  him  and  his  gold  watch,  though  i 
valuable  diamond  ring  was  left  on  his  finger,  i 
party  was  soon  formed,  which  charged  on  th< 
rebels  and  brought  off  his  body.  A  sergcan 
of  his  escort,  a  mere  boy,  displaTed  grea 
bravery  in  the  rescue,  and  received  a  seven 
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YooDd  wfafle  cairyme  him  away.  The  body 
WW  phced  in  an  ambolaoce  and  slowly  con- 
Te]red  along  the  rear  of  the  lines  to  the  house 
wkere  General  Sherman,  General  Sohofield  and 
tbeir  ataflf  were,  where  the  (General  commanding, 
wHk  bead  reverently  micoTered,took  a  last  lo(^ 
at  him  wlio  had  been  so  conspicuous  among  his 
ooonseOorB,  and  upon  whom  he  had  lean^l  as 
the  richt  arm  of  his  strength.  It  was  a  sad 
hoor  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee— sad  for 
the  whole  Army. 

It  is  quite  impossible  at  this  time  to  arrive  at 
accante  estimates  of  the  loss  in  killed  wounded, 
ud  captqred,  because  it  is  so  early  after  the  en- 
ftagement,  when  there  are  yet  many  men  whose 
wolmda  are  not  dressed,  and  many  even  un- 
•beltered  by  tents.  Men  were  carried  to  such 
phoee  u  could  be  found,  such  as  were  safest ; 
M  distioction  between  divisions  and  brigades 
otmld  be  preserved  in  getting  them  into  hospi- 
t*li;  many  of  the  dead  were  yet  unburied,  and 
•o*e  not  even  brought  away  from  under  the 
fae  of  the  rebels,  and  many  are  missing,  who 
■ajyet  report  themselves  to  their  regiments. 
AH  was  done  for  the  wounded  that  could  be ; 
the  mgeoos  worked  at  the  tables  all  night,  but 
in  tome  hospitab  the  morning  saw  their  task 
little  more  tlno  half  completed. 

The  QevenA  Iowa,  belonging  to  the  Iowa 
)>%ade,  which  fought  so  obstinately  on  both 
fides  of  Uieir  works,  are  reported  to  have  lost 
■bout  two  hundred  men,  kiUed,  W(funded,  and 
J«bg.  The  Sixty-fourth  Illinois  lost  one  bun- 
Jed  and  fifty-three.  Still  it  must  be  remem- 
oved  that  these  numbers  may  be  much  reduced 
by  die  appearance  of  missing  men. 

iliet  the  violence  of  the  shock  upon  the 
SeTenteenth  had  passed  by.  and  the  enemy 
were  lepnlsed.  and  a  degree  of  quiet  again  re- 
^^ond  apon  the  left,  the  enemy  massed  a  second 
^  for  an  assault  upon  our  left,  this  time  di- 
ncoog  it  apon  the  centre  of  the  Fifteenth  corps, 
•BdeTentually  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-third. 
About  fonr  in  the  afternoon,  Cheatham's  corps 
(Hood's  old  corps),  advanced  above  the  railroad 
*ii  great  rapidity,  and  charged  upon  our  line 
^^bdie  same  im|»etuosity  that  they  had  on  the 
w^enteenth.  Written  words  can  scarcely  depict 
w  incredible  audacity  and  the  seeming  total 
J^^wsneas  of  life  which  characterize  the  rebel 
^^|ee  of  this  campaign.  Here,  also,  as  in  the 
ttveoteenth,  the  men  had  not  been  halted  a  suffi- 
cieotlenpth  of  time  to  complete  perfectly  their 
lortiGcations,  as  they  had  been  engaged  a  good 
Pirt  of  the  day  in  feeling  for  the  rebel  position 
?M8trc!igdi.  The  Fifteenth  corps  lay  extend- 
■8  acroee  the  railroad.  General  Wood's  divi- 
■w  00  the  right.  General  M.  L,  Smith's  in  the 
*Btreandon  the  railroad,  and  General  Harrow's 
*Jbe  left.  Where  the  line  crossed  the  rail- 
ed there  was  a  deep  cut,  which  was  left  open 
**  Q&covered  by  any  cross-fire,  and  right  here 
^^auatake,apd  one  which  cost  us  much  mis- 
*«t  Two  rebel  regiments  dashed  rigjit  up  this 
pje,  below  the  range  of  our  musketry,  and  pass- 
^  to  the  rear,  separated,  one  regiment  scaling 
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the  bank  to  the  left,  and  the  other  to  the  right 
They  poured  a  destructive  fire  directly  on  the 
flanks  of  the  regimeqts  next  the  road,  which,  of 
course,  threw  them  into  confusion  and  caused 
them  rapidlv  to  fall  back.  Over  the  breastworks 
thus  cleared  other  regiments  speedily  rushed, 
and,  forming  a  solid  column,  charged  along  the 
inside  of  our  works,  literally  rooting  out  our 
men  from  their  trenches,  thinking,  no  doubt, 
that  when  they  had  once  dislodged  them  from 
their  works  they  would  make  no  further  stand. 
The  Second  division,  the  centre  of  the  corps, 
had  been  weakened  by  detaching  half  of  Col- 
onel Martin's  brigade  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Sixteenth  on  the  left,  and  was  consequently 
wholly  dislodged  from  its  position.  Falling  back 
a  short  distance  into  the  woods,  they  hadted,  re- 
formed, and  began  to  deliver  upon  the  rebels, 
who  rushed  on  apparently  regardless  of  them 
until  they  reached  the  First  division,  which  oc- 
cupied Uie  right  This  division  immediately 
swung  around  its  left  and  secured  a  cross-fire 
upon  the  head  of  the  rebel  column,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Second  division,  now  fully  re- 
formed in  the  woods,  and  strengthened  by  the 
return  of  the  detached  brigade,  which  had  come 
a  mile  at  the  double-quick  in  a  broiling  sun, 
charged  upon  their  flank  and  drove  them  quickly 
over  the  works  in  confusion.  Just  as  the  rebels, 
while  charging  along  the  works,  had  reached 
the  First  division,  they  came  out  in  plain  view 
in  an  open  field,  on  a  ridge  which  confronted 
another  about  half  a  mile  distant,  on  which 
rested  the  left  of  the  Twenty-third.  Immediately 
four  pieces  of  Cockrill's  battery,  one  section 
of  the  Second  Missouri,  two  twenty-pounder 
Parrotts,  and  two  twelve-pounder  Napoleons,  of 
Captain  Froelich's  battery,  were  put  m  position, 
ana  poured  into  the  rebels  a  terrific  enfilading 
fire  of  shells  at  short  range.  The  efiect  was 
admirable.  The  rebels  were  scattered  in  the 
utmost  confusion.  The  charge  upon  their  flank 
coming  about  the  same  time,  put  them  utterly 
to  rout. 
Between  the  two  ridges  of  which  I  have  just 

Spoken  there  intervenes  a  slight  hollow,  and 
own  obliquely  aloi^  the  side  of  the  one  on 
which  the  rebels  had  appeared,  our  forces  had 
constructed  a  line  of  works,  from  which  thev 
had  just  swimg  around  in  order  to  meet  the  aa- 
vance  of  the  rebels.  Returning  to  it  as  the 
rebels  were  driven  back  by  the  shells,  they 
enjoyed  the  sight  of  their  discomfiture  in  safety. 
But  as  the  rebels  ran  back,  they  soon  came 
under  cover  of  a  strip  of  woods  running  along 
the  ridge,  and  going  around  some  distance  to 
rear,  they  emerged  at  another  point  and  being 
half  concealed  by  the  tremendous  smoke  of  the 
batteries,  rushed  down  to  the  works,  thinking 
to  lie  under  their  cover  and  pick  off  our  gunners. 
What  was  their  surprise,  on  arriving  at  the 
works,  to  find  our  bovs  lying  thick  wong  the 
other  side !  They  had  lain  down  out  of  sight,  to 
draw  the  rebels  on.  Of  course  the  latter  could 
not  run  away,  as  thev  were  exposed  both  to  the 
shells  and  a  fire  in  the  rear  from  the  infantry. 


258 


B£BELLI(»r    REOOttD.    1862-65. 


Our  boys  then  reached  over  the  works  at  their 
leisure,  and  laying  hold  of  the  rebels  by  the 
collars,  hauled  them  over  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Below  the  railroad,  the  rebel  regiment  which 
clambered  out  of  the  cut  on  the  south  side  of 
the  railroad  did  not  prove  so  completely  an  en- 
tering wedge  to  dear  our  men  from  their  works 
as  its  companion.  That  part  of  the  Second 
division,  however,  and  two  brigades  of  the 
Fourth  division  were  driven  back  from  there 
twice,  and  twice  they  rallied  and  repulsed  the 
rebels,  and  held  their  ground.  It  was  a 
desperate  struggle,  a  stniggle  for  life ;  the  men 
fought  over  the  works  hand  to  hand,  with  bay- 
onet and  with  breech,  with  a  determination 
which  knew  no  yielding.  Such  was  the  spirit, 
in  fact,  with  which  they  fought  everywhere, 
and  such  fighting  alone  it  was  which  saved  the 
Seventeenm  corps  from  being  crushed,  and  the 
Fifteenth  from  being  hopelessly  broken  asunder, 
and  bringing  irretrievable  disaster  upon  the 
entire  centre  and  left  of  the  army. 

In  a  terrific  charge  upon  the  Second  Regular 
battery,  nearly  every  horse  was  shot,  and  all 
the  pieces  taken  for  the  moment.  The  men, 
however,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  rebels 
to  draw  them  off,  by  a  rapid  fire  from  the  sharp- 
shooters, and  chaiiging  in  turn  they  were  ill 
retaken.  Battery  A,  Rrst  Illinois  artillery,  was 
at  the  railroad,  two  pieces  below  it  and  four 
above,  and  all  were  captured  when  the  rebels 
charged  over  the  bank  upon  them.  The  two 
below  the  railroad  were  retaken,  but  the  remain- 
ing four  were  dragged  out  through  a  road-way, 
and  conveyed  away  to  the  rebel  hues  befwe  our 
columns  could  re-form.  Battery  H,  First  Illinois, 
commanded  by  Captain  De  Grass,  twenty-pound 
Parrotts,  were  all  taken  and  retaken.  The  Cap- 
tain, though  a  mere  beardless  boy,  chmg  to  his 
guns  to  the  last  extremity,  emptying  the  contents 
of  his  revolver  upon  the  rebels,  and  only  leaving 
them  after  he  had  assisted  in  spiking  them  with 
his  own  hand.  AH  his ,  horses  were  shot,  one 
whole  team,  consisting  of  eight,  faUing  in  their 
traces,  just  as  they  had  stood  in  line ;  and  as 
the  Captain  looked  upon  the  wreck  and  daugh- 
ter of  his  battery,  he  wept  like  a  child.  He 
had  made  the  rebels  pay  a  dear  price  for  their 
brief  possession,  as  one  of  the  guns  was  burst 
by  being  charged  with  three  loads  of  canister. 
As  soon  as  he  returned,  and  could  nnspike  the 
guns,  he  gave  the  rebels  a  parting  salute,  whidi 
Siey  womd,  no  doubt,  have  been  most  willing 
to  omit. 

The  Seventeenth  corps  captured  three  stands 
of  colors ;  the  Sixteenth,  four.  The  Thirteenth 
Iowa  captured  the  colors  of  the  Forty-fifth  Ala^ 
bama ;  the  Eighty-first  Ohio  brought  off  another, 
and  the  Thirty-ninth  Ohio  a  third. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taketi  I  should  esti- 
mate at  about  one  thousand.  The  Fifteenth 
corps  captured  two  regiments  entire,  and  the 
Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  captured  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  more.  Among  these  was 
Colonel  Hardee,  from  which  there  straightway 
q>rang  a  rumor  that  General  Hardee  was  mor- 


tally wounded  and  had  fieJien  i«to  our  buds, 
some  even  being  prepared  to  say  that  tfaey  hu 
seen  his  body  in  one  of  our  hospitds,  or,  at  least, 
had  Seen  those  who  had.  A  llajor  and  sevefil 
other  officers  were  also  taken. 

While  the  attack  was  raging  so  furionaly  on 
the  left,  the  rebels  had  despatched  a  strong  body 
of  men  by  a  wide  circuit,  to  surprise  and 
attempt  to  retake  the  village  of  Decatur.  This 
post  was  held  by  the  Sixty-diird  Ohio,  Thirty- 
fifth  New  Jersey,  and  Twenty-fifth  WisconsiB, 
a  brigade  of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  and  appears 
to  have  been  attacked  by  twice  its  own  number. 
Having  taken  the  precaution  to  station  men 
along  the  Decatur  road,  to  prevent  reinforce- 
ments from  being  sent  out  from  the  main  anay, 
the  rebels  assailed  the  town  with  great  fury 
and  carried  it  Our  forces  were  driven  entire- 
ly out  into  the  woods,  but  they  speedily  re- 
formed, and  charging  in  turn,  dispossessed  the 
rebels  after  a  hurd  fight,  in  which  they  lost 
about  three  hundred  men,  and  held  the  place 
against  all  opposition.  There  was  some  artil- 
lery employed  on  both  sides,  but  how  modi  or 
what  sort  I  cannot  learn.  Lieutenant4>>k>nel 
Brown,  of  the  Sixty-third  Ohio,  was  mortBUy 
wounded,  and  Adjutant  Farr  kiUed.  Tht  post 
could  not  have  been  considered  as  of  any  par- j 
ticular  value  to  the  rebels,  except  as  a  point  for 
rendezvous  for  small  parties  to  sally  out  i^Km 
our  trains.  The  design  of  creating  a  diveraioQ 
in  our  rear*  no  doubt,  formed  a  principal  reason 
for  the  attack. 

The  rebels  appear  to  have  precono^ted  a 
series  of  petty  attacks  upon  our  rear  during  the 
day,  in  order  to  harass  and  distract  attentioo 
from  the  main  business  in  front  A  train  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  wagons,  loaded  with  three 
days' rations  for  the  Army  of  the  Teunessee, 
was  attacked  near  Decatur,  but  escaped  with 
the  loss  of  no  more  than  two  or  tiuree  wagons. 
A  regiment,  also  stationed  at  the  bridge  at  Boi- 
well,  was  fired  upon  by  a  force  of  cavahy,  bnt 
rept^ed  them  and  held  the  bridge. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army  was  extended  so 
far  around  to  warn  the  west  side  of  Atlanta,  tiiat 
its  operations  could  not  be  observed,  and  was 
so  distant  that  even  the  sotmd  of  itsxannon  was 
not  to  be  heard  in  presence  of  the  uproar  in  our 
front,  but  signal-officers  report  that  during  the 
engagement  in  the  afternoon,  they  were  pour- 
ing into  the  devoted  city  a  heavy  fire  frwn  can- 
non, as  the  smoke  could  be  seen  rising  ixp  in 
thick  clouds. 

Two  Miui  MoaiH  or  AxLAHTA,  Ga.,\ 
Aogost  1, 18M.       / 

There  is  little  occurring  in  this  grand  army, 
at  the  present  time,  of  particular  interest  The 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  now  occupies  a  strong 
position  on  our  right  wing,  having  been  changed 
from  tiie  extreme  left  on  the  twenty-sixth.  All 
day  yesterday  we  could  hear  very  aistinctly  the 
shrill  whistle  of  the  locomotives  entmng  and 
departing  from  Atlanta.  The  cause  of  this  ex- 
tensive railroading  we  cannot  fathom,  although 
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offioen  a»ert  ihai  tiie  city  is  bein^  evacuated, 
wiiile  othen  iosist  that  strong  reinforcements 
are  irriTiog.  Both  of  tiiese  rumors  are  idle 
toppositiont,  neither  of  which  are  entertained 
ftt  General  Sherman's  headquarters.  For  the 
not  two  days  the  enemy  have  been  moving 
lure  bodies  of  troops  to  our  left,  and  at'  an 
eany  honr  this  morning  auite  heavy  cannon- 
adii^  was  beard  in  that  direction,  and  at  tiie 
present  boor  of  writing  (nine  o'clock  a.  m.),  stUl 
cmtimws  with  unabated  fury.  It  is  supposed 
hj  graeral  officers  that  Hood  has  massed  large 
forces  to  assault  Schofield,  with  the  belief  that, 
bj  aome  grand  coup  de  motn,  he  can  succeed  in 
tumimr  our  left  flank.  As  General  Sherman 
bn  fnli  knowledge  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy 
from  scouts  and  deserters,  it  is  fiur  to  presume 
that  be  has  taken  ample  means  to  guard  against 
a&x  sach  calamity. 

Deserten  continue  to  flock  inside  our  lines, 
naoj  of  whom  are  men  of  intelligence  and  good 
edacalion.  These  men  report  that  the  greatest 
diaaatis&ction  prevaOs  in  Johnston's  old  army  at 
bia  sBp^sedare,  and  the  appointment  of  Hood 
in  bis  place.  The  troops  are  amased  at  the 
reckless  manner  in  which  Hood  has  led  his 
troops  against  the  "  Yankees."  They  avow  that 
bad  Johnston  remained  he  would  have  aban- 
dialed  Atlanta  after  becoming  convinced  that  to 
bold  it  would  imperil  his  army.  Hood,  they  be- 
beve,wi]l  have  to  surrender  Atlanta  within  a 
few  d^s,  and  will  also  lose  a  great  portion  of 
biaaony.  The  change  of  rebel  commanders  is 
Bot  distasteful  to  our  officers,  for,  though  they 
e^ect  he  will  fight  and  risk  more  than  John- 
itoii,  yet  there  is  apparent  in  all  his  movements 
tbas  hi  a  blind  desperation  that  reminds  one  of 
the  baD  butting  the  locomotive.  Since  the  re- 
Bkoral  of  Johnston  his  army  has  been  terriblv 
oat  up,  according  to  the  testimony  of  I'ebel  offi- 
cii and  surgeons  now  in  our  hands.  The  lo^al 
public  need  entertain  no  serious  apprehension 
for  the  safety  9xA  victorious  process  of  this 
inriDcible  army.  The  hour  is  rapidly  drawing 
ligb  idien  the  bugle-notes  shall  again  sound 
&e  advance,  *"  On  to  Atlanta." 

Bkigadier-General  Knipe,  commanding  Third 
diTiaioii,  Twentieth  corps,  performed  a  very 
awcy,yet  brlHiant  little  **  Yankee"  trick,  vester- 
daj  morning.  The  General  had  learned  from 
kJB  pi(^ts  that  tibe  rebel  pickets  were  in  the 
bafait  of  sleeping  upon  their  posts,  and  were 
aiao  addicted  to  kte  rising.  He  determined  to 
try  bis  luck  at  nabbing  the  napping  rebels.  Two 
companies  of  &e  S^nd  Massachusetts  and 
FiHb  Ckmnecfiicut  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
proceed  cautiously  to  the  enemy's  reserve 
picket  post  in  their  front,  and  if  possible  sur- 
roQDd  it  The  plan  was  beautifully  executed, 
aad  before  the  drowsy  fishes  could  be  made 
avare  of  their  ludicrous  situation  th^  were 
■afelf  witiun  the  strong  meshes  of  a  "^  Yankee" 
set,  from  which  escape  was  impossible.  This 
■eat  little  excursion  netted  a.himdsome  profit 
Geooal  Knipe  making  a  haul  of  one  hundred 


and  six  prisoners,  including  four  commissioned 
officers. 

After  the  prisoners  were  safely  bagged,  one 
company  was  sent  wil^  them  to  the  rear,  while 
the  remaining  company  took  possession  of  the 
depleted  rebel  picket  post,  determined  not  to 
be  "  relieved"  except  by  "  blue  coats."  Shortly 
after  a  company  of  rebels  were  leisurely  march- 
inr  down  the  road  to  "  relieve"  their  comrades, 
when  a  few  bullets  whistling  through  their 
ranks  laid  two  or  three  low,  and  so  sadly  de- 
moralized the  balance  that  they  took  to  the 
woods  in  great  disorder.  In  half  an  hour  after 
a  superior  force  came  down  boldly,  bent  upon 
dislodging  the  impudent  '*  Yanks  from  their 
picket  post,  but  at  last  accounts  our  troops  were 
settling  tiie  dispute  with  leaden  messengers, 
and  tiie  prospects  of  Massachusetts  and  Connec- 
ticut yielding  to  the  insolent  demands  of  Soutii 
GaroluQA  and  Mississippi  were  not  very  enoour- 
aging.  We  still  hold  the  position^  and  it  is  a 
very  favorable  one,  commanding  a  fine  view  of 
the  rebd  line. 

Ki4Jt  kTLkXUy  Qborou,  Ancoat  S,  180A. 

The  campaign  is  runnine  to  its  fourth  montii, 
with  scarcely  a  day  but  a  uurge  part  of  the  com- 
mand is  under  fire.  Our  losses  in  killed  or 
wounded  are  already  over  a  thousand,  but  this 
is  no  fair  proportion  of  the  losses  of  our  army, 
as  the  fotes  have,  as  usual,  put  us  in  warm 
pktces. 

Will  the  people  keep  up  their  pluck  and 
fight  the  thing  out  7  It  all  depends  upon  their 
steadfastness  of  purpose.  If  Richmond  does 
not  fiedl  sooner,  the  Army  of  the  West  will 
finally  make  its  way  to  the  back  door.  If  none  of 
the  Eastern  rebel  army  comes  here,  we  will 
wear  tills  one  out  before  the  close  of  the  sear 
son,  and  it  is  but  a  matter  of  time  when  the 
entire  force  of  tJie  enemy  must  waste  away. 
Will  the  people  hold  out  ? 

Johnston's  veteran  army,  by  his  official  re- 
port, June  twenty-fifth,  contained  46,628  arms- 
bearing  men,  including  6,631  of  Wheeler's  cav- 
aliy.  They  have  lost  since  that  time  5,000 
prisoners,  and  in  their  three  assaults  upon  our 
works  since  arriving  in  front  of  this  place,  at 
least  20,000  men.  They  have  received  from 
Mississippi  3,500.  and  are  receiving,  from  Goy- 
omor  Brown's  proclamation,  about  8,000  militia. 
This  gives  them  to-day  an  army  of  about  25,000 
veterans,  and  8,000  militia;  33,900  in  alL 

These  figures  are  substantially  correct  The 
hope  of  being  reinforced  by  Kirby  Smith  is  at 
last  given  up.  iiter  exhausting  the  militia  of 
Alabama  and  Eastern  Mississippi,  which  may 
amount  to  ten  thousand  more,  if  they  have  the 
power  to  force  them  out,  I  cannot  for  my  life 
see  how  the  enemy  can  make  up  the  wastage  of 
their  army. 

I  know  the  rebel  army,  when  it  was  joined 
by  Polk  just  before  the  fight  at  Resaca,  was 
sevenly-one  thousand  strong.  This  included 
Polk,  and  besides  the  additions  before  men- 
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tioned,  it  has  received  a  brigade  (Harding's)  of 
at  least  three  thousand  from  Mobile.  This  gives 
tiie  enormous  loss  to  them,  since  the  campaign, 
of  fifty-two  thousand  men.  What  possible 
chance  is  there  for  these  thirty-three  thousand 
now  before  us?  These  figures  may  seem  exag- 
gerations, but  they  are  not — ^they  are  realities ; 
and  when  it  is  remembered  that  we  have  taken 
twelve  thousand  prisoners,  have  had  no  less 
than  twelve  engagements,  where  from  one  to 
three  corps  have  been  in  battle,  with  the  ordi- 
nary desertions  and  losses  from  disease,  the  fifty- 
two  thousand  is  readily  made  up.  What  will 
hinder  the  daily  attrition  of  the  next  three 
months  from  completing  the  overthrow  of  the 
foe  before  us  ? 

We  are  losing  some  good  officers,  and,  of 
course,  some  men,  but  I  wish  all  could  under- 
stand how  vitally  this  campaign  is  striking  the 
rebellion.  All  must  read  Gfovernor  Brown's 
proclamations  Galling  out  the  militia  and  de- 
tailed men?  There  is  no  blossoming  pal- 
metto about  that,  but  a  plain  and  open  groan, 
showing  clearly  how  deep  the  travel  of  our 
army  is  moving  down  upon  the  tender  places  of 
the  Confederacy. 

Iv  m  Fold.  Tiro  Mnai  North  or  Atlahxa,  ) 
Giosou,  Aogost  3—12  P.  IL         j 

At  10:30  o'clock  this  forenoon,  Creneral  Logan 
ordered  the  Second  division,  conmianded  by 
Brigadier-General  Lightbum,  and  the  Fourth 
division,  Brigadier-Gkneral  ELarrow  command- 
ing, to  advance  their  lines,  in  order  to  support 
an  infantry  force  which  was  to  move  out 
through  an  open  field,  and,  if  possible,  drive 
the  rebel  skirmishers  from  a  long  line  of  rifle- 
pits. 

From  these  ugly  pits  the  treacherous  sharp- 
shooters of  the  ene^y  controlled  our  lines, 
being  situated  only  four  hundred  yards  distant 
from  our  main  line  of  works.  No  sooner  was  a 
"  Yankee"  frontispiece  displayed  above  what  is 
called  the  ''head  logs" — ^logs  elevated  at  each 
end,  so  that  musketi^  can  be  fired  from  a  small 
aperture  without  exposing  the  head — ^than  un- 
ceremonious shots  whistle  in  profusion,  and  in 
disagreeable  proximity  to  the  heads  of  our 
men.  Fortunately,  but  few  of  our  soldiers 
were  wounded  or  killed  by  these  sharpshoot- 
ers, many  of  their  leaden  messengers  piercing 
the  heavy  logs  with  a  dull  heavy  "  thug,"  often- 
times imbedding  the  bullet  completely  from 
view. 

The  object,  therefore,  of  the  movement  of 
General  Logan  was  to  dislodge  these  fellows 
from  their  apparently  snug  position,  for  while 
they  were  left  unmolested  our  men  were  sub- 
jected to  a  great  many  dead  sliots.  The  line 
haying  been  formed,  for  the  rebel  skirmish-line 
was  a  very  strong  one,  three  batteries,  belong- 
ing to  thfe  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  were  ordered 
to  open  upon  the  rebel  rifle-pits.  Captain 
*  Frank  De  Grass'  celebrated  twenty-pound  Par- 
rott  guns,  battery  H,  Twelfth  IlUuois  artillery, 
opened  the  soiree,  sending  his  compliments  in 


iron  to  Mr.  Hindman's  men.  Then,  in  npid 
succession,  Griffin's  battery  and  the  Foniih 
Ohio  battery  belched  out  a  few  shots,  in  ord^ 
to  keep  a  spirit  of  unity,  and  as  far  as  possible 
to  harmonize  the  lively  proceedings.  At  a 
given  signal,  a  few  minutes  before  eleven 
o'clock,  our  ears  were  startled  with  one  of 
those  victorious  Yankee  shouts,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  eye  was  more  than  gratified  to 
witness  the  intrepidity  of  the  divisions  as  they 
bounded  forth  nimbly  to  the  enemy's  long  line 
of  rifle-pits,  bent  upon  capturing  them.  As  cor 
men  dashed  on,  the  rebels  fled  in  tiie  wildest 
confusion,  firing  random  shots  at  our  men,  and 
crawling  out  oi  their  weU-formed  pits  more  like 
frightened  pigeons  out  of  a  crowded  pigeon- 
coop  than  "Southern  knights  of  chivalrous 
renown."  The  pits  were  in  full  possession  of 
the  sRsaulting  party  in  less  than  ten  minutes, 
with  fifty  prisoners,  who  were  at  once  sent  to 
the  rear  for  safe-keeping,  with  a  rebel  flag 
which  has  been  flung  to  the  breeze  for  the  kct 
time.  Our  troops  were  safely  ensconced  in 
their  new  position  for  two  hours,  when  sud- 
denly an  overwhelmingly  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  was  discovert  emerging  cautioualy 
from  the  edge  of  woods  in  rear  of  their  strong 
works,  and  were  likewise  advancing  through  a 
ravine  just  in  front  of  the  rebel  rine^its  occu- 
pied by  our  soldiers. 

It  was  discovered,  fortunately,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  on  General 
Liehtburn's  flank  of  the  Second  division.  The 
only  Alternative  then  left  was  for  our  troops  to 
evacuate  the  rebel  rifle-pits  at  the  last  moment, 
and  then  retire  in  good  order  to  our  first  line  of 
works,  where  (General  Logan  was  fiiUy  pre- 
pared and  very  anxious  to  receive  such  visitors 
with  the  most  distinguished  consideration. 
After  discharging  their  last  shot,  our  men 
quietly  and  in  excellent  order  took  the  new 
position  assigned  them. 

At  4:30  o'clock  General  Logan  had  again  pre- 
pared his  lines  to  advance  and  retake  tne  same 
line  of  rifle-pits  which  prudence  obliged  him 
to  abandon  temporarily.  With  cheers  the  vet- 
erans pushed  forward,  after  being  thoroughly 
drenched  with  a  pelting  rain  which  descended 
in  torrents  for  half  an  nour,  and  under  a  brisk 
musketrv  and  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's 
works,  the  pits  were  at  once  wrested  from  the 
enemy,  together  with  fifty  additional  prisoners, 
including  one  or  two  commissionea  officers. 
These  rifle-pits  were  some  twelve  hundred 
yards  in  length,  and  the  capture  of  them  is 
quite  an  important  item  for  our  future  move- 
ments. 

Our  loss  was  small,  not  over  seventy  in  killed 
and  wounded.  I  am  nnable  to  forward  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  casualties  in  season  for  this  let- 
ter, but,  among  the  officers  kiDed,  was  Major 
Brown,  commanding  the  Seventieth  Ohio,  one  of 
the  most  gallant  patriots  that  ever  wore  the 
uniform  of  honor.  As  an  officer  he  was  unex- 
celled. Always  at  his  post  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, his  presence  inspired  his  men  with  renewed 
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beroiam,  and  so  perfect  was  their  confidence  in 
tiieir  brave  leader,  in  his  energy,  abflity,  firm- 
DMB,  imdannted  courage,  and  stem  determina- 
tioa,  diat  he  had  bat  to  point  the  way  and  thej 
would  go.  His  dying  words  were  expressive 
of  the  man :  *"  Tell  my  folks  I  died  like  a  soldier 
tg  njr  po&L  while  in  the  discharge  of  my  solemn 
duties.  Those  who  saw  the  heroic  manner  in 
which  he  led  tiiree  regiments  from  Greneral  Har- 
row's division  to  carry  these  rebel  rifle-pits 
tnite  with  Genial  Logan  in  saying :  **  He  died 
like  a  true  soldier,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  and 
be  WIS  a  gallant  fellow.**  Three  or  four  more 
officers  are  reported  killed,  and  as  many  wounded, 
tiie  rest  of  the  casualties  being  non-commis- 
aooed  officers  and  privates. 

Quite  a  desperate  battle  has  been  fought  this 
tflemoon  on  our  left,  but  no  particuko^  have 
reached  these  headquarters  up  to  the  present 
boor  of  writing.  The  engagement  lasted  nearly 
three  hours,  and  was  reported  in  front  of  the 
Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  corps.  Verr  heavy 
mssketrj  and  artillery  fire  was  indulged  in,  but 
It  dark  hostilities  appeared  to  be  suspended,  as 
bat  Kctle  firing  has  iKden  heard  in  that  direction 
feiflce.  Rumor  has  it  that  Hardee's  corps  again 
awaulted  our  Unes,  and  were  driven  back  with 
great  loss. 

Aozust  6^ — ^About  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  First 
brigade,  composed  of  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Slevin,  One  Hundre<t 
and  Fourth  Ohio,  by  Lieutenant4Jolonel  Ster- 
img,  Eigh^  Tennessee,  by  Major  Jordan,  and 
the  Doe  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Ulinois  by  Lieu- 
teaant-Colonel  Bands.  Brigadier-Cknenil  Riley 
eoctmanding  the  brigade,  was  ordered  to  make 
^  charge  upon  the  enemy's  works. 

General  Cox,  with  st^,  was  on  the  field,  ^d 
gave  directions  to  Genera]  Riley,  during  a 
•weeping  fire  of  the  enemy,  with  a  coolness  and 
%  precision  which  is  admirable  and  characteristic 
of  him.  The  man  who  can  exhibit  a  moral  fear- 
lemeas  on  such  an  occasion,  we  feel,  has  reached 
ibe  very  acme  of  human  greatness. 

When  the  order  was  given  to  charge,  the 
brigade  moved  forward  with  an  unfaltering  line, 
winch  would  do  credit  to  anything  on  record. 
Ktpoleon's  veteran  troops  never  exhibited  more 
traa  courage  than  did  the  First  brigade  of  the 
Third  division,  in  the  charge  on  the  sixth.  Not 
with  any  desire  or  wish  to  disparage  the  tried 
bravery  of  the  One  Hundredth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  Ohio,  and  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  minois,  whose  list  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed tell  in  unmistakable  language,  of  the  part 
tbey  todfc  in  the  conflict,  I  wish  to  speak  of  the 
£gfath  Tennessee,  in  connection  with  an  incident 
wmlfay  of  note. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  in  East  Tennessee, 
fi  men  who  have  been  persecuted  to  the  bitter 
«Mi  bv  their  unrelenting  rebel  neighbors.  They 
bate  left  their  families  in  a  portion  of  country 
where  they  are  hable  to  the  spiteful  revenge  of 
rebd  raiders.  But  banishment,  persecution  and 
death  itself  have  been  preferred  to  enlisting 
lader  the  aocorsed  baimer  of  treason.    The 


regiment  is  commanded  by  Major  Jordan  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio. 

No  regiment  ever  charged  in  better  line  or 
went  into  action  and  fought  more  bravely  than 
did  this  noble  little  regiment,  getline  within  a 
few  rods,  some  but  a  few  yards  from  me  enemy's 
works,  in  open  view,  without  shelter  or  proteo- 
tion,  yet  giving  shot  for  shot,  holding  the  posi- 
tion, fighting  and  hoping  that  relief  might  come, 
for  nearly  two  hours,  and  only  falling  back  when 
ordered,  bringing  off  nearly  all  their  wottnded. 
The  colors  were  captured.  The  color-sergeant 
and  corporal  were  both  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  having  carried  the  colors  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  enemy's  works.  About  the  time  they 
got  the  orders  to  fall  back,  creeping  quietly 
through  the  low  bushes,  a  rebel  officer,  having 
ordered  his  men  not  to  shoot  unless  the  Yankees 
should  shoot  first,  announced  that  he  was  going 
to  make  the  *'  Yankees"  a  speech,  and  that  they 
should  not  shoot  him,  jumped  over  their  works 
and  began  by  saying,  **  I  am  going  to  talk  to  you, 
my  enemies.  You  are  my  men,  and  I  might  have 
you  all  killed,  but  I  don't  want  to  do  it  I  intend 
to  capture  you ;  you  had  better  surrender,  if  you 
don't  wish  to  be  killed.  We  have  ten  times 
your  number  here,  and  can  shoot  you  down  if 
you  attempt  to  get  away."  The  "  Eighth  boys" 
"  reckoned"  they  **  couldn't  see  it,"  and  having 
got  the  signal  to  begin  falline  back,  those  near- 
est crowded  into  the  low  busnes,  and  so  all  not 
wounded  worked  their  way  skilfully  back, 
crawling  for  two  hundred  yards  or  more,  imtil 
they  got  back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods. 

The  enemy's  works  were  protected  by  pali- 
sades in  front ;  on  top  they  had  large  loes  which 
fitted  closely  down  to  their  works,  with  barely 
space  enough  between  to  admit  their  guns  and 
view  our  men.  The  charge  was  unsuccessful^ 
but  surely  as  brave  and  skilfuUy  managed  as  any 
during  the  campaign. 

Utot  CaiK,  Aogoit  7, 1804. 

The  Twenty-third  corps  began  to  advance 
'with  little  difficulty.  The  bloody  and  unsuc- 
cessful assault  of  the  previous  day  had  demon- 
strated afresh  the  expensiveness  of  direct 
assault,  and  so,  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh^ 
General  Hascall's  division  pusned  boldly  out  a 
little  further  to  the  right,  and  began  to  swine 
around  upon  the  rebels,  toward  a  north  and 
south  line.  The  division  held  the  extreme  ri^ht, 
as  on  the  day  before,  and  was  about  three  miles 
north  of  East  Point,  the  junction  of  the  West 
Point  and  Macon  railroads,  and  a  mile  from  the 
south  branch  of  Utoy  creek.  Overlapping  the 
rebels  by  just  about  the  half  of  a  brigade,  they 
advanced  the  right  wine  boldly  through  the 
woods,  threatening  the  rebel  flank,  and  the  latter 
fell  back  at  once  with  little  show  of  opposition. 
Falling  back  oh  the  wine  they  must  also  draw 
back  the  centre,  and  thus  our  advance  was 
secured  with  very  small  loss.  The  Second  di- 
vision soon  passed  the  works  from  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  retreat  the  ni^ht  before,  and 
soon  also  the  Third  division  was  m  motion,  and 
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moved  throogh  the  works  where  tbej  had  been 
80  bloodily  repulsed  the  day  before,  and  re- 
covered and  buried  their  dead  left  on  the  field. 
The  loss  was  small,  as  might  have  been  expected  ; 
so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  worth  the  naming. 
The  line  was  completely  straightened  out,  so 
that  the  Twenty-third  corps  formed  a  prolon- 
gation of  the  line  of  the  Fonrteenth,  both  Din- 
ning north  and  sonth.  The  Second  division  of 
the  Twenty-third  was  still  more  swung  arotind, 
so  that  its  direction  was  a  little  south-east,  and 
its  extreme  right  was  retired  close  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  south  branch  of  Utoy  creek. 
The  extreme  right  flank  had  advanced  during 
the  day  fullv  two  miles  and  a  half,  though,  by 
swinging,  it  bad  accomplished  but  a  smaU  part 
of  this  distance  toward  the  railroad.  About  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Twenty-third  corps  during  the  day 
by  a  rapid  advance  upon  their  skirmish  line. 


Utot< 


K,  Angmi  8, 1864. 


The  movements  of  the  day  were  summed  up 
in  lie  occupation,  by  Colonel  Strickland's  bri- 
gade, of  the  south  bank  of  Utoy.  T)ie  passaee 
was  effected  with  little  difficulty,  and  the  brigade, 
forming  on  the  south  bank,  began  to  advance 
through  a  corn-field,  when  they  encountered  two 
)-ebel  lines  of  battle,  and  retired  to  their  works, 
though  the  rebels  were  little  disposed  to  fight, 
and  withdrew  without  offering  battle.  The  vast 
importance  of  the  advance  which  the  Twenty- 
third  corps  has  made  for  the  few  days  past 
toward  the  railroad  cannot  well  be  exaggerated. 
The  day  when  we  lay  hold  upon  that,  that  day 
the  rebels,  if  they  have  not  already  left  it,  must 
lay  aside  their  hopes  of  holding  Atlanta.  Oar- 
rarcTs  cavcdry  hold  ike  Augusta  railroad  in  (heir 
possession^  and,  with  this  last  one  in  our  grasp, 
we  throttle  them  as  inevitably  as  death.  Al- 
ready  our  batteries  could  knock  the  trains  from 
the  track,  if  only  they  could  find  a  hillock  which 
would  raise  them  above  the  interminable  trees. 
This  they  cannot  for  the  present 

NsAB  Atuuita,  August  10,  1BS4L 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  during  the  past 
few  days  are  calculated  to  impress  one  with  the 
belief  that  Hood's  policy  is  to  guard  the  railroad 
until  the  last  moment,  and,  when  it  has  been 
struck  by  our  prolongated  Unes,  suddenly  turn 
upon  us,  and,  by  massing  upon  a  weak  point, 
break  it  and  throw  us  on  the  defensive.  Since 
Friday  last  our  line  has  been  slowly  reaching  out 
parallel  with  the  line  of  railway,  and  one  division 
of  the  Twenty-third  corps  has  swung  round  upon 
and  struck  the  enemy's  flank,  compelling  him  to 
fell  back.  The  situation  at  present  is  quite 
favorable,  and  our  line  now  extends  to  within 
seven  eighths  of  a  mile  of  the  railroad.  As  we 
approached  it  the  enemy  threw  in  brigade  after 
brigade,  and  regiment  after  regiment,  to  cover 
our  line ;  but  they  have  put  in  their  last  regiment, 
and  can  extend  no  further  without  shortening  their 
Une  on  their  right  Our  Une  is  now  fuUt/ fourteen 


miles  long  J  yet  we  can  find  troops  enough  to 
cover  the  railroad.  When  that  isaccompliiriied, 
and  the  rebel's  last  railway  coHimunication  is  in 
our  possessicm,  he  must  either  evacuate  and 
march  out  by  the  dirt  roads  on  the  south-east 
side,  or  give  us  battle.  One  or  two  more  days 
wiU  develop  more  fully  Hood's  intentions. 

Creneral  Sherman  issued  orders  to<lay  for  aTi 
the  batteries  of  the  various  oorps  that  had 
range  upon  Atlanta  to  open  upon  the  city  with 
solid  shot  and  shell,  expending  fifbr  rounds  to 
each  gmi  during  the  day.    While  this  artillery 
demonstration  was  making,  General  Schofield 
was  ordered  to  fully  develop  the  strength  and 
position  of  the  enemy  on  our  right    Livdy 
skirmishing  was  also  to  be  kept  up  along  our 
lines,  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention.    At  ten 
o'clock  the  roar  of  artillery  was  tenrifio,  begiiH 
ning  miles  away  to  our  left  from  ^im  Fourth 
corps  (General  Stanley),  the  echoes  <rf  which 
reverberated  Utce  rapid  peals  of  distant  thunder, 
and  ere  the  dull,  heavv  sound  bad  died  away 
among  the  hills,  the  battles  in  the  centre 
belched  forth  their  hissing  shots  and  clouds  of 
smoke.    Oftentimes  our  pieces  were  **  fired  by 
battery,"  that  is,  by  discharging  all  the  guns  at 
one  signal  or  order.    It  was  appalling  to  hear 
these  fearful  iron  messengers  as  they  litaaliy 
tore  through  the  air.    Not  less  than  thirty  heavy 
guns  have  maintained  a  constant  bombardment 
upon  the  doomed  city,  whose  shattered  walls 
and  chunneys  attest  the  accuracy  of  our  artilleir 
firing.    Up  to  the  present  hour  of  writing,  mid- 
night ^^  report  has  been  received  from  General 
Schofield  concerning  his  progress  to-day.    This 
fact  is  looked  upon  as  good  evidence  tlmt  every 
thing  has  so  far  progr^sed  favorably. 

Qeneral  Hood,  true  to  his  word,  is  holding  on 
to  Atlanta,  but  he  does  not  seem  much  in  the 
humor  of  attacking  us.  '  He  uses  his  big  guns 
with  a  great  deal  of  pertinacity ;  but  be  may 
learn,  even  to^iay,  that  there  are  two  parties 
who  can  handle  big  guns,  and  that  he  has  more 
to  damage  in  the  l^utiful  town  of  Atlanta  than 
*we  have  out  here  in  the  woods.  But  you  are 
deceived  ii  you  think  we  are  asleep  or  idle. 
Could  you  ride  over  the  ten  miles  &lo^  which 
our  line  extends  and  see  the  lines  of  earm works, 
heavier  than  any  we  have  ever  made  before, 
and  notice  the  fine  forts  lately  erected,  yon 
would  give  us  credit  for  industry,  even  if  you 
could  not  believe  that  it  has  been  well  directed. 
Let  it,  then,  be  understood  that  we  are  steadily 
at  work,  day  and  night  Do  you  imagine  that 
all  our  toil  will  be  unproductive  of  results  7 

When  such  an  army  as  General  Sherman's  has 
closed  in  on  three  sides  of  a  town  fortified  with 
the  skill  and  labor  that  has  been  expended  on 
Atlanta,  their  advance  is  necessarily  mow.  We 
are  now  on  the  east  and  nortii  sides,  within  easy 
shelling  distance.  The  extreme  right  of  the 
army  reaches  toward  the  Macon  railroad,  which 
we  are  trying  to  get  in  our  possession,  and  the 
rebels  are  opposing  our  endeavor  by  adl  means 
in  their  power.  Day  by  day  we  are  steadily 
working  our  way  up.    It  is  done  in  this  way : 
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Ob  one  <kj,  by  aid  of  our  artillery,  we  advance 
ovpiokete  81^  three  or  five  hundred  yards.  They 
iDtreoch  their  poets,  and  the  rebels  spitefully 
jiM  the  ground,  or  make  an  attempt  at  night 
to  regain  it.  But  no  sooner  has  night  clothed 
the  earth  in  darkness  than  the  corps  of  engi- 
ne's, aided  perhaps  by  a  regiment,  adTance  and 
Gommenoe  to  throw  up  a  line  of  earthworks  in 
te  rear  c^  the  pickets,  but  ereatly  in  advance 
ef  the  lines  of  the  Mgade.  In  the  morning,  or 
whenever  the  work  is  done,  the  whole  line  ad- 
vanees  into  the  new  works,  and  it  is  so  much 
pennaeiitly  gained.  This  kind  of  work  is  not 
lapid,  but  safe  and  sure,  and  will  take  us  into 
Atinits,  if  no  great  mishap  befalls  us.  But  it 
would  be  DO  wiser  to  set  a  particular  day  for  the 
trimphal  entrance  tiian  it  was  for  Miller  to 
appoint  a  day  for  the  world  to  blow  up.  There 
is  a  singular  perverseness  in  human  afi&drs  that 
has  always  been  very  annoying  to  men  of  pro- 
phetic indiDattons. 

Marietta  is  doomed.  It  is  being  made  a  base 
ef  SQi^dies,  and  the  site  for  hospitals.  The 
streets^aiid  houses,  and  suburbs  are  crowded 
with  men,  and  wagons,  and  trains.  Fences  and 
o«t4ioiiBe8  soon  disappear,  and  no  one  can  teU 
who  ^waa  'to  blame.  The  trees  are  barked, 
B^obbeiy  destroyed,  and  insensibly,  but  per- 
ceptibly, the  beauty  and  marks  of  oomfort  and 
PBansmeat  pass  away,  and  soon  the  town  looks 
dihpidated,  outcast-— as  the  boys  say  "  played 
oat  I  have  seen  this  change  come  over  more 
than  ose  town,  and  it  makes  one  sad  to  see  the 
work  of  destruction  commenced  upon  so  beauti- 
M  a  town  as  Marietta.  But  it  is  inevitable,  and 
a  part  of  the  retribution  that  follows  the  rebel- 
lioD,as  it  withdraws  doggedly  to  its  origiiMl 
haunts. 

We  hare  had  rain,  in  greater  or  less  amounts, 
eveiy  day  for  more  thm  a  week ;  and  it  has 
hippQy  preserved  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere 
aad  alkyed  the  heat,  and  been  a  great  blessing 
to  the  wounded  and  sick. 

Nuui  Atuxta,  AogOBt  11, 18M. 

We  have  passed  a  sleepless  night  under  the 


roar  of  our  artillery  that  has  be^n 
biqg  into  Atlanta.  The  din  was  the  most  ter 
nie  and  unearthly  that  I  have  ever  heard ;  shots 
lolbwing  each  other  in  such  rapid  succession 
that  it  was  impossible  to  count  them.  For 
nearly  an  hour  at  a  time  the  discharge  from  our 
fms  of  various  calibre  was  so  rapid  that  one 
aliaost  imagined  that  he  was  listenmg  to  a  med- 
Idf  of  thunders  trom  the  clouds.  And,  only 
think,  every  discharge  carrying  with  it  to  the 
rehel  eitr  a  messenger  of  death.  Our  guns 
ooanund  the  Macon  railroad,  seven  eighths  of 
a  mile  distanti  as  I  am  informed  by  me  topo- 
paphieal  ^igineer  of  the  Fourtii  Corps,  who 
leains  that  the  rebels  have  not  ventured  to  use 
te  road  fen*  three  days. 

This  portion  of  the  army  still  continues  to  be 
tbe  sole  point  of  interest,  but  the  time  seems  to 
have  amved  ,when  even  here  the  lively  activity 
and  advancing  of  the  past  fev  day9  most  sub- 


side, as  it  has  in  all  the  rest  of  the  line,  into  the 
monotony  of  a  siege.  All  the  swinging  around, 
of  which  the  Twenty-third  corps  has  accom- 
plished so  much  of  late,  was  opposed,  it  would 
appear,  only  bv  the  enemy's  flauk  forces — their 
lines  defended  by  only  temporary  works — but 
the  advance  has  at  last  developed  a  line  of  mas- 
siveness  and  strength  which  defies  all  assaults. 

General  Hascall's  division  was  pushed  over 
Utov  creek  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  in  support 
of  the  third  brigade,  which  had  crossed  the  day 
before,  and.  advancing  somewhat,  found  them- 
selves confronted  by  a  parallel  of  earthworks, 
which  it  were  madness  to  assaiL  The  skirmish- 
ers approached  them  wiUun  three  hundred 
yards,  but  there  the^  must  needs  make  a  pause. 

The  engineers  eive  it  as  their  opinion  that 
this  is  a  part  of  tne  great  B^stem  of  defences 
about  Atlanta,  and  that  it  will  be  found  to  stretch 
continuously  from  Atlanta  to  East  Point    By 

Eressing  our  lines  strongly  against  theirs,  we 
ave-  developed  this  system  of  defences  from 
Atlanta  down  as  far  as  we  have  yet  j^one  ;  and 
as  we  are  but  a  mile  and  a  half  from  &st  Point, 
and  can  see  these  works  stretching  down  a  val- 
ley in  that  direction  half  a  mile,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  encircle  that  important 
point  Beginning  north  of  Atlanta,  they  run, 
circling  around,  to  the  west,  then  nearlv  south- 
west to  Utoy  creek,  then  south,  and  finally 
south-east  to  East  Point.  They  lose  none  of 
their  formidable  character  as  they  recede  from 
Atlanta.  In  our  front  here,  only  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  East  Point,  there  is  a  regular  bastioned 
fort,  not  quite  completed  yet,  and  lines  of  abatis 
and  carefullv-constructed  earthworks,  capable 
of  offering  the  most  serious  resistance  to  an  as- 
sault. The  rebels  can  be  seen  from  our  lines 
still  at  work  completing  them,  and  as  they  prom- 
ise to  be  when  finished,  there  is  nothing  which 
will  avail  against  them  but  a  regular  siege. 

Captain  Shields  planted  his  battery  (the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio),  yesterday  on  a  knoll,  from  which 
he  declares  he  can  shell  any  thing  that  runs 
over  the  track.  There  is  a  ku-ge  trestle  bridge 
plainly  visible  from  this  stand-point,  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  distant,  and  it  is  believed  that  our 
batteries  will  be  able  to  knock  this  to  fragments. 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  break  the  railroad  above  East  Point,  since,  if 
it  is  done  below,  it  will  be  necessary  to  out  it 
twice. 
Pretty  substantial  preparations  are  in  progress 

here  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous  siege. heavy 

guns  of inches  calibre,  were  brought  down 

a  few  days  ago,  and  planted  near  the  railroad, 
and  have  alr^Btdk  given  the  rebels  a  taste  of 
their  quality.  The  heaviest  artillery  yet  em- 
ployed bv  the  rebels  against  us  is  a  gun  of 
seven  and  three  quarters  bore,  throwing  a  shell 
of  sixty-four  pounds.  Good  gunners  state  that 
a  gun  of  the  size  employed  by  us  is  every  way 
more  effective  than  such  ponderous  affairs  as 
those  used  by  the  rebels. 

The  engineer  driving  the  train  which  brought 
these  large  cannoi^  to  the  army,  being  a  gay 
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fellow,  ran  his  engine  clear  np  against  our  line 
of  fortifications,  and  thrusting  the  cow-catcher 
into  the  breastworks,  lay  there  full  ten  minutes, 
while  the  whistle  was  shrieking  at  its  topmost. 
The  boys  of  the  corps,  who  were  within  hear- 
ing distance,  gave  cheer  upon  cheer,  and  the 
wrathful  rebels  opened  upon  the  saucy  locomo- 
tive with  showers  of  shot  and  shelL 

The  labors  of  the  past  week  have  been  exces- 
sive. Within  five  days  the  second  division  of 
tiie  Twenty-third  corps  built  nine  heavy  lines 
of  works,  besides  marching,  picketting,  and 
skirmishing  almost  incessantly.  AU  this  was 
necessary  to •  secure  safety,  but  it  was  at  a  fear- 
ful cost  of  nerve  and  muscle.  Besides  all  that, 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  push  the  supply 
wagons  on  after  them,  through  thick  wooda 
and  ravines,  and  there  was  a  lack  temporarily 
of  supplies  and  forage. 

TwBrrr-TBiRD  Aucr  Oorfb,       \ 
Boon  AsLAMtAt  August  11./ 

Everything  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  quietude 
on  this  flank — the  extreme  right  of  the  army. 
There  has  been  nothing  of  a  warlike  nature,  ex- 
cept skirmishing  and  an  occasional  cannonade, 
since  the  sixth,  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  by 
the  troops  of  General  Cox's  command. 

Sherman's  troops  have  advanced,  until  it 
seems  impossible  to  gain  another  foot,  and  it  is 
equally  impossible  from  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  status  of  affairs,  for  the  army,  or 
either  army,  for  that  matter,  to  flank  to  the 
right.  In  other  words,  things  are  aptlv  ex- 
pressed by  the  term  siaiu  qno,  the  rebels  are 
**  pushed  to  the  wall,"  and  with  manifest  in- 
crease of  strength,  have  become  more  saucy  and 
obstinate  than  ever.  The  evident  policy  of 
Sherman  is  to  hold  his  present  position,  feel  the 
enemy's  lines,  and  ascertain  their  weak  points. 
Nothing  decisive  need  be  looked  for  from  this 
quarter,  till  one  side  or  the  other  break  over 
their  present  boundaries  or  adopt  a  new  base. 
Once  for  all,  let  me  tell  the  sensation-lovers  of 
the  North  that  they  need  not  expect  now,  a 
week  hence,  or  in  a  month  to  come,  any  such 
news  as  "  the  rebels  evacuating  Atlanta  I 

The  steady  day-by-day  skirmishing,  to  which 
we  are  so  well  used  as  to  scarcely  notice,  is 
picking  off  by  degrees  this  large  and  heroic 
army,  lill  our  hospital  lists  embrace  not  only 
every  regiment,  but  every  day  of  the  month, 
and  yet,  even  in  the  aggregate,  the  figures  fail  to 
astonish.  Rather  do  we  hear  the  exclamation, 
•*Sofewr 

The  enemy  have  become  so  enraged  at  our 
close  approach  to  their  works  and  lines,  that 
they  have  given  vent  by  turning  all  their  bat- 
teries of  siege  guns  and  columbiads  upon  us — a 
spleen  so  wUdly  developed  and  poorly  executed 
tnat  the  damage  has  been  but  slight,  and  mainlv 
consists  in  throwing  up  dirt  and  tearing  through 
the  timber.  Our  guns  have  either  not  been 
able  to  cope  with  them,  or  have  lain  back  await- 
ing a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  a  display 
of  their  gunnery.    From  Dresent  indications  I 


think  the  thunders  of  some  big  guns  will  be 
heard  from  the  embrasures  ht  our  works  ere  yon 
get  this  into  print,  and  that  any  future  demon- 
stration of  the  enemy's  cannonading  propensity 
will  receive,  for  a  punishment,  the  concentrated 
fire  of  aU  the  guns  that  can  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  offenders — and  that  it  will  be  prolonged 
till  they  are  silenced. 

The  enemy,  with  a  city  at  tiieir  back,  cavalry 
on  their  flanks,  siege  guns  on  their  main  lines, 
and  militia  and  dismounted  cavalry  on  tiieir 
front,  have  become  much  emboldened  of  late ; 
so  much  so  that  we  look  for  nothing  else  than  an 
early  and  desperate  assault  on  our  lines.  This 
is,  of  all  the  mings  likely  to  "  turn  up,"  the  one 
most  desirable,  easiest  met,  and  for  whidi  we 
are  best  prepared.  In  the  language  of  a  pre- 
destined martyr,  our  boys  unanimously  exdajm: 
**  Let  'em  come  I" 

Os  IBB  Bana  <v  XJfot  CtaB,\ 
AufortU.   / 

Thursday  passed  without  anything  occurring 
to  break  the  monotony  which  has  settled  down 
upon  us,  except  a  rumor  that  a  movement  was 
to  be  made  upon  a  certain  portion  of  the  line, 
and  a  vigorous  demonstration  along  {he  front  of 
the  Fourth  corps  (Major-Oeneral  D.  8.  8tanle/8) 
to  support  said  movement.  The  demonstration 
was  made;  but  the  movement  remained—a 
rumor.  So  much  cannonading  was  done  that 
each  wing  of  the  army  believed  ^e  other 
heavily  engaged;  but  it  all  ended  in  huge 
sounds  and — smoke.  * 

Yesterday  and  last  night  certain  things  oc- 
curred which  would  send  a  thrill  of  joy  to  loyal 
hearts  throughout  the  laud.  We  have  recently 
received  the  most  substantial  proofs  that  in  the 
very  army  which  seems  so  obstinately' to  con- 
front us,  there  is  a  wide-spread  and  growiag 
dissatisfaction  with  the  rebellion  and  the  rebel 
Government,  which  confines  itself  no  long^  to 
thoughts  and  words,  but  takes  the  form  of 
solemn  and  significant  deeds. 

We  shall  have  batties  still  to  fight  111© 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  will  struggle  fiercely  as 
long  as  they  can  put  a  l^on  in  the  field.  Enoagh 
will  cling  obstinately  to  the  fiatUing  "  Ck)nfederacy* 
to  make  it  necessary  to  dash  their  power  to 
pieces  by  the  weight  of  battalions  ana  artiUery. 
But  if  we  continue  the  present  pressure  a  little 
longer, — ^if  we  sternly  and  firmly  fill  up  and 
pnai  on  our  columns,  three  fourths  of  the 
strength  of  the  rebellion  will  melt  away,  and 
disappear  in  a  manner  of  which  some  of  ut 
liitle  dream. 

A  singular  and  unfortunate  casualty  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  instant)  which 
will  deprive  the  service  of  an  able  officer. 

Colonel  Carter  Van  Vleck,  Seventy-eightii  Il- 
linois, was  walking  toward  his  tent,  half  a  inila 
in  rear  of  our  skirmish  line,  when  a  chance 
bullet  struck  him  above  the  left  eye  and  pene- 
trated his  forehead.  Although  the  wound  has 
been  probed  to  the  dep^  of  three  inches,  the 
ball  cannot  be  found ;  and  yet,  incredibb  as  it 
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m;  seem,  G(donel  Van  Vieck  not  onlj  lives,  but 
iheu  I  iut  heard  from  him  yesterday  eTening, 
W38  eotirelj  free  from  pain,  conversed  with 
demefiaadeaaeyand  seemed  likely  to  surriye ! 
The  boOet,  however,  is  miquestionably  in  his 
had,  aod  was  either  divertecf  downward  to  the 
bifie  of  the  cranimn,  or  penetrating  %he  brain, 
lodged  against  the  skull  on  the  opposite  side. 
Sa£  18  the  theory  of  surgeons  whom  I  have 
beard  diacussing  this  remarkable  case. 

ColoDel  Van  Vleck  is  widely  known  through- 
out the  division  to  which  his  regiment  is  at- 
tached, aa  an  officer  of  more  than  ordmary  intelleo- 
taal  ability,  who  constantly  gave  all  his  attention 
led  eDergy  to  the  discharge  of  whatever  duties 
vere  imposed  upon  him.  While  his  efiSciency 
pioed  him  the  esteem  of  thoe$  with  whom  he 
vatmociated,  his  modest  demeanor  and  kind- 
wa  of  heart  secured  tiieir  undivided  love.  He 
ii  a  dttzeD  of  Macomb,  Macdonough  county, 
IliiiK)i8,aDd  lam  reliably  informed  was  accus- 
toaied  to  exhibit  in  private  life,  the  same  quali- 
ti«i  ^hich  have  endeared  him  to  his  fellow-sol- 
^nin  the  field.  Many  a  prayer  will  go  up  for 
fail  reooTeiy. 

Aa  oor  guns  have  obtained  the  .range  qf  the 
r^pitB  and  batteries,  our  firing  yesterday  was 
Bore  effective,  and  evidently  aid  the  enemv 
csiaideTable  damage.  It  must  be  admitted, 
bo»fe?cr,  that  our  m-e  was  vigorously  returned, 
iod  that  the  rebel  gimners  seemed  deficient 
neither  in  audacity  nor  accuracy  of  aim. 

The  lines  Of  the  Twentieth  corps  were  ad- 
nnced  and  shortened  in  the  forenoon.  The 
rebel  pt(fctB  straggled  furiously  to  prevent  it ; 
bat  (he  Twentieth  corps  learned  under  Hooker 
to  make  its  movements  with  very  litde  r^ard 
tothe  wiahes  or  efforts  of  the  enemy. 

Contrary  to  the- rule  which  had  prevailed  for 
!  B»ly  two  weeks,  no  rain  fell  on  the  eleventh  or 
!  tfdftfa.  Laet  night  the  atmosphere  was  clear, 
^  Ay  doudless.  A  flood  of  mellow  moonlight 
^  upon  the  earth,  softening  the  harsher 
feitiff«B  of  the  landscape,  and  smoothing  even 
thewrinkiesof '^grim-visaged  war.**  I  rode  for 
^  <hstanoe  of  half  a  dozen  mOes  on  a  route  paral- 
iei»ith,and  considerably  to  the  rear  of  our  lines. 
ASivia  cafan,  peaceful,  and  still ;  and  only  the 
anppinga  of  musketry  and  the  occasiomd  deep 
'Mr  of  t  cannon  reminded  us  that  we  were  near 
^  m^hty  armies  contending  for  the  mastery, 
^^"toe  can  quiet  herself;  but  she  cannot  quiet 
W  hoatile  hosts.  Sh^can  make  peace  in  the 
nv— bat  the  musket  still  blazes  and  rattles  in 
^  front  She  can  hush  the  voices  of  her  own 
c^^ildren,  but  the  thunder  of  the  cannon  rever- 
^^ntea  e?er  and  anon  among  tiie  hills.  Have 
JoaBoonKghtaway  up  in  Ohio? 

We  have  as  yet  received  no  intelligence  of 
^«»rri?al  from  Richmond  of  any  reinforce- 
^*?t»  for  Hood.  The  rebel  anthorities  are 
^T^to  keep  up  tiie  spirits  of  their  men  by 
F^<*tting  ttiem  that  Kirby  Smith  will  soon 
caoe  to  their  assistance.  It  will  be  a  burning 
^»eto  those  who  have  the  conduct  of  our 


military  and  naval  affiiirs  if  these  promises  are 
ever  verified. 

Bvon  IXLAivxA,  Aofost  14, 1864. 

Last  night  Logan's  skirmishers  attacked  the 
rebels  in  their  line  of  earthworks,  and  in  a  very 
brief  space  of  time  carried  them,  and  captured 
a  large  number  of  prisoners,  about  one  hundred 
and  twen^-five  in  all.  As  usual,  Logan  lost  in 
the  skirmish  but  a  very  few  men,  wounded. 

The  Fourteenth  corps  yesterday  and  last 
night  got  quite  a  number  of  deserters,  among 
whom  were  a  few  commissioned  officers ;  these, 
with  Logan's  captures,  reduced  Hood's  army 
over,  two  hundred  in  one  night  The  deserters 
were  from  the  skirmish  Hue,  and  declared  that 
the  reason  of  their  fere  well  to  Dixie  was  the  fall 
of  Mobile,  which  points  to  another  retreat,  and 
as  the  present  opportunity  was  a  good  one  to  es- 
cape, they  availed  themselves  of  it 

The  anticipated  attack  of  the  rebelerupon  our 
left  was  not  made  last  night,  although  we  had  a 
noisy  time  of  it  during  the  whole  night  Our 
artillery  opened  along  the  whole  line  with  great 
v^or,  and  until  daylight  was  kept  up  by  us, 
with  a  feeble  response  from  the  enemy.  Our 
shots  must  have  had  their  effect,  for  picket 
officers  report  hearing  bells  rung  and  seeing 
fires  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  We  have  oc- 
casionally glimpses  of  Atlanta  by  climbing  trees, 
from  which  the  interior  of  the  city  can  be  dis- 
tinctly seen — troops  moving  through  the  streets, 
women  waving  handkerchiefs  to  them  from 
windows,  ambulances  moving  about  the  streets, 
&c.  The  rebel  works  can  also  be  seen  quite 
distinctly.  Veterans  are  spread  along  the  skir- 
mish line,  militia  man  the  main  works,  with  vet- 
eran reserves  in  the  rear  of  both  lines,  to  keep 
tlie  raw  recruits  from  retreating. 

The  army  on  the  right,  or  rather  the  right 
wing — under  Oeneral  Schofield's  temporary  com- 
mand— is  in  gtatu  qtio,  and  has  been  for  two  or 
three  days.  However,  it  will  not  be  so  long,  for 
there  are  unmistakable  evidences  about  us  that 
**  something  is  going  to  happen." 

It  seems  almost  miraculous  that  in  the  frequent 
skirmishes  upon  the  line  more  men  are  not  lost. 
The  skirmish  lines  will  got  up  an  impromptu 
fight,  expend  several  thousand  oartridges,  artil- 
lery will  give  forth  its  deep-toned  bass,  and  when 
the  music  of  the  battie  is  absorbed  in  air,  we  not 
unfrequentiy  find  that  our  loss  in  the  whole 
corps  front  is  but  two  or  three.  In  these  skir- 
miMieB,  two  or  three  of  which  occur  per  day,  I 
am  conscious  of  being  within  bounds  when  I  say 
the  average  loss  is  less  than  twenty  daily  I 

August  16 — ^11  o'clock  A.  M. — ^Two  heavy  at- 
tacks upon  our  pickets  were  made  during  the 
past  nignt,  upon  the  right  wing,  with  what  suo- 
cess,  of  course,  we  have  not  yet  learned.  The 
first  *' picket  fracas"  was  about  eight  p.  x.,  lastr 
ing  half  an  hour,  the  last  at  two  o'clock,  lasting 
alK>ut  the  same  period.  The  artilleir  must  take 
a  hand  in,  and  me  moment  the  pickets  get  to 
spitting  lead  at  each  other,  that  moment  the 
loud-mouthed  artillery  speaks. 
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BEBELLION    BECORA    1862-65. 


B0OU  Atlaxca,  Angoat  U, 
This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  days  that 
we  have  experienced-  since  the  feet  of  "  our  men 
in  blue"  first  touched  the  nigged  soil  of  Geor- 
gia. The  dark,  cloudy  sky,  the  oppressive, 
damp  atmosphere,  and  the  drizzling  tain  for 
nearly  a  week,  have  disappeared,  ana  we  bask 
once  more  in  the  warm  sun's  rays,  while  a  cool 
breeze,  like  the  winds  of  our  Northern  autumn, 
Btirs  the  green  foliage  of  the  trees  and  fans  the 
sun-browned  cheeks  of  Hie  veterans  who  nestle 
in  the  trenches,  or  carelessly  loll  upon  the 
ground  behind  the  breastworks.  All  is  quiet 
along  the  line;  the  skirmishers  in  their  pits, 
musket  in  band,  keep  a  sharp  lookout,  but  do 
not  fire,  as  the  enemy  seems  indisposed  to 
break  the  stillness  that  all  day  has  existed. 
Not  a  musket-crack  have  I  heard  to-day,  and 
were  it  not  for  an  occasional  report  from  our 
oannon,  and  the  rumbling  of  a  passing  army 
wagon,  one  would  almost  think  we  were  at  home 
in  some  cozy  forest  of  a  Sunday  afternoon. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
line  since  last  writing.  Indeed,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  every  regiment  is  in  the  same  position. 
The  Twenty-third  corps  is  across  the  Sandtown 
road,  and  within  three  fourths  of  a  mile  of  the 
railway,  but  unable  to  intercept  the  passage  of 
trains  by  its  artillery.  Picket-firing  in  the  day- 
time has  become  almost  obsolete,  and  at  night 
the  men  persist  in  keeping  one  another  awake, 
and  rendering  the  night  hideous,  by  their  rapid 
exchange  of  shots ;  artillery  ofiQcers  follow  suit, 
and  fire  at  random  in  the  direction  of  the  city — 
firing  a  building  occasionally,  and  creatine  a 
general  alarm  among  the  few  women  and  chil- 
dren who  remain. 

There  has,  for  several  days,  been  a  truce  upon 
the  right  between  the  pickets,  who  are  cfcse 
together,  and  able  to  join  in  conversation.  Our 
soldiers  treat  them  very  civilly  and  the  courtesy 
is  returned.  Both  x>arties  are  so  honorable  that 
they  will  never  violate  the  truce,  and  when  the 
time  comes  for  ending  it,  both  sides  seek  their 
holes,  and  at  once  a  brisk  fusilade  is  b^un 
between  men  who,  perhaps,  a  moment  before 
were  exchanging  coffee  and  tobacco,  and  clasp- 
ing each  other's  hands.  Several  instances  of 
honor  on  both  sides  have  been  stated  to  me. 
One  day  last  week  the  rebel  picket  officer  came 
up,  and,  cursing  the  pickets,  ordered  them  to 
keep  up  the  firing.  They  informed  him  that 
they  were  having  a  truce.  "  D — n  vour  truce," 
said  he,  "open  on  the  scoundrels.  They  all 
hesitated,  when  the  officer  seized  a  gim  and 
fired  uf)on  our  men.  The  rebels  instantly  sprang 
up,  and,  holdine  up  both  hands,  to  show  their 
innocence,  exdaimed,  "Hold  on,  Yanks,  it 
wasn't  us,  it  was  the  Major ;  now  set  into  your 
pits,  as  he  says  we  must  open  fire. 

Another  of  many  instances:  Three  rebels, 
being  assured  that  they  would  be  permitted  to 
return,  came  over  to  exchange  or  "  swt^,'*  as 
they  call  it,  and,  while  negotiations  were  nend- 
ing,  a  picket  officer  came  down,  ordered  the 
truce  broken,  and  would  not  permit  the  rebels 


to  return.  They  were  sent  to  l^igade  beid- 
quarters  by  a  sergeant,  who  explained  the  dr- 
cumstance  to  the  brigade  commander,  who, 
while  he  was  no  party  to  the  truce,  gave  them 
pemussion  to  return  to  their  own  lines  or  &eir 
choice  of  remaining.  After  some  consultation, 
and  bein^  assured  that  they  would  be  treated 
as  deserters  from  the  enemy,  they  vduntanlj 
elected  not  to  return. 

Desertions  from  the  enemy  are  largely  on  the 
increase,  notwithstanding  die  closeness  with 
which  the  lines  are  drawn,  and  the  difficultyof 
passing  over  under  fire  from  both  sides.  The 
men,  however,  resort  to  various  ingenious  de- 
vices to  get  over  to  us.  In  my  last  I  stated  the 
circumstance  of  almost  two  hundred  coming  in 
on  Friday  night  to  Johnson's  (Fourteenth)  corps 
and  Logan's.    I*  have  since  learned  that  thej 

were  the  remnants  of  the  Forty-sixth  and 

Georgia  regiments,  who  during  a  truce  had 
arranged,  though  a  commissioner  sent  over  to 
our  bne,  tlie  terms  of  surrender.  At  a  certain 
signal  the  two  regiments,  which  composed  the 
rebel  pickets,  were  to  open  upon  our  pickets, 
firing  nigh,  and  fallmg  back  until  the  rebel 
picli^ts  were^  drawn  awar  from  their  reserve ; 
our  men  were  to  flank  tuem  and  cut  them  o£ 
The  ruse  worked  to  a  charm.  Our  boys  carried 
out  the  programme  faithfully,  and  all  &iose  who 
were  in  the  secret  got  in.  Only  one  man  in  the 
line,  who  not  having  been  mformed  of  the 
scheme,  ran  back,  was  injured  by  our  men,  who 
also  fired  over  the  rebels.  The  whole  thing 
was  ingeniously  planned  and  cleverly  executed 
by  the  skilful  diplomatLsts.  This  is  but  one  of 
the  many  ruses  resorted  to  to  reach  our  line 
without  being  subject  to  the  fire  of  their  own 
comrades. 

On  Sunday,  five  ladies,  whose  appearance 
denoted  a  lueher  d^ipree  of  refinement  than 
the  Greorgia  she-rebels  we  have  been  in  ^e 
habit  of  encountering,  presented  themselves  in 
broad  daylight  in  front  of  Colonel  Kirby's  bri- 
gade, accompanied  by  a  n^ro,  whom  tbev  stated 
&ey  had  paid  fifty  dollars  to  escort  uem  in. 
They  were  received  and  passed  on  up^jtiirou|b 
the  usual  channels,  to  headquarters.  What  dis- 
position was  made  of  them,  I  have  not  learned ; 
but  the  fact  that  the  pickets  are  so  dose  to- 
gether that  they  could  not^smuggle  themselvei 
through  unknown  to  the  enemv,  looks  suspi- 
cious. It  is  an  old  trick  of  Johnston's,  which 
Hood  may  have  repeated,  to  send  t^fough  sol- 
diers or  citizens,  wit^  a  story  of  what  thej 
have  suffered,  and  schooled  to  make  certain 
statements,  with  the  view  of  deceiving  ns. 
This  is  a  game  that  won't  work.  Thomas  is  too 
sharp  to  be  deceived  by  any  of  Hooas  pro- 
fessed Unionists. 

There  are  floating  rumors  of <  raids  having 
been  made  on  our  communications  in  ihe  rear; 
but  as  the  mail  has  arrived  up  regularly,  they 
cannot  have  done  much  damage  to  the  road.  I 
believe,  however,  that  there  is  a  small  body  of 
rebel  cavalry  nqrth  of  the  Chattahoochee,  oper- 
ating with  the  guerrilla  banditti,  but  we  ha?e  i 
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ifoe  snffident  to  sacceiwfnlly  oope  with  them, 
ad  keep  our  commanications  intact 

Mijor-G^eral  Howard,  the  late^commaiKler 

of  die  Fourth  corps,  who  sacceeded  the  revered 

M^herK)n,  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor,  by  his 

ipkodid  maoagement  of  l^e  battle  of  the  twen- 

^^eighlli  ultimo,  and  his  cordial  and  nnassum- 

ng  mianer,  snd  is  winning  the  confidence  and 

oleat  of  diose  who  at  first  felt  that  injustice 

Jbd  been  done  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  by 

fldectiDg  a  commander  from  another  army.    A 

driaoacofflaiander  yesterday  remarked  to  me : 

•  'Geoeral  Howard  is  a  man  who  already  has  won 

fts  esteoD  and  love  of  this  army.    He  handles 

Ml  iocreased  command  splendiidly,  and  with 

Mch  renowned  soldiers  as  Logan.  Blair,  and 

Mge,  Howard  and  his  army  are  destined  to 

■ike  a  mark  second  to  none  on  the  continent"* 

The  trae  and -tried  Brigadier-General  Hazen, 

tq—iwlfry  a  brigade  under  Wood,  Fom^ 

eorpe,  has  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to 

OeoenI  Howard,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 

•H.  Hazen  was  justly  popular  with  General 

fkau,  and  it  is  probable  that  nothing  but  the 

Itobibilitj  of  immediate  promotion  to  a  divi- 

M  und^  Howard  would  cause  the  Command- 

iir  General  to  consent  to  the  transfer  of  so 

■KieDt  an  officer,  for  whose  promotion  there  is 

■0  ncascy  in  the  old  Army  of  the  Gumberland 

it  present 

in^lS.— Two  days  of  very  little  work 
lare  passed,  and  we  are  very  litue  nearer  the 
oiptare  of  the  rebel  stronghold.  Yesterdav 
lad  today  not  even  a  decent  picket  skirmish 
w  gotten  up,  for  a  variation  of  the  programme, 
ftefisan  and  Thomas  were  at  work,  however, 
preparii^  for  something  that  is  to  come.  It 
voold  he  improper  to  ^te  what  will  be  done 
ia  the  next  few  days,  should  Hood  not  leave  us 
hb  naked  piles  of  red  mud  and  logs.  The  bat- 
ivies  have  tried  hot  shot  on  the  city,  with  what 
tfect  is  not  known  yet ;  as  no  fires  have  been 
Ma,  it  is  probable  that  the  furnaces  for  heating 
lb  ihot  or  some  of  the  details,  are  not  in 
aoodi  running  order. 

Doring  last  night  and  this  morning  the  rebels 
*Re  seen  moving  toward  our  left ;  what  their 
lA^ect  is,  of  course,  is  mere  ooniecture— prob- 
mj  to  call  our  attention  from  the  right,  while 
kj  attack  it,  and  endeavor  to  drive  it  back. 
Ov  force  is  ample  to  guard  against  the  turning 
tf  oar  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  continue  our 
^noutratioDs  upon  the  railroad,  which,  in  a 
^  days,  must  be  reached. 

^  effect  of  the  enemy's  shdls,  as  they  come 
kviog  through  the  trees,  and  over  headquar- 
*En.  js  of  ao  exciting  tendency,  especially 
iBOQg  the  dusky  portion  of  hangera-on,  who 
Bdacriminately  seek  holes  and  trees  in  search 
tf  ftfe  quarters.  Indeed  the  sizty-four-pound- 
A  «e  not  very  welcome  visitors  to  officers  and 
f^iiera,  who  mvariably  dodge  as  they  pass. 
Okie  pMjsfi  over  the  h^ids  of  General  Wagner 
>pd  itaff  while  at  dinner  yesterday,  and  con- 
^io«d  on  its  course,  blowing  its  wind  upon 
Goet^  Wood's  tents,  and  after  boring  a  hole  in 


a  flag  large  enough  to  throw  a  man  through, 
brought  up  in  the  rear  without  injuring  any 
one.  Prisoners^  still  persist  in  asserting  that 
Mobile  is  in  our  possession.  If  so,  the  capture 
of  the  city  is  going  to  have  an  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  concluding  chapter  of  the  cam- 
paign. The  opening  up  of  a  new  base  of  sup- 
plies within  short  rail  and  water  distance  is  a 
result  that  some  think  certain  to  follow. 

Ten  o'clock  p.  m. — ^There  are  strong  indica- 
tions of  trouble  to  night  on  the  front  of  the 
Fourth  corps.  It  is  believed  Hood  is  preparing 
to  strike  our  flank  at  daybreak,  and  turn  it 
Ijet  him  come  on ;  Sherman  wants  nothing  bet- 
ter than  an  assault,  and  Hood  will  be  sure  to 
get  hurt,  as  he  was  in  all  his  previous  attempts. 
As  I  write  there  is  quite  a  commotion  on  the 
Fourth  corps'  front,  by  the  music  of  the  bands, 
the  braying  of  mules,  and  artillery  and  musketry 
firing,  which  commingles  in  one  strange  dis- 
cord, above  which  the  measured  booming  of  the 
big  guns  alone  is  heard.  I  have  heard  so  much 
of  this  in  the  last  hundred  days  that  it  is  an  old 
song,  and  I  fervently  wish  they  would  "  dry  up," 
especially  Hood's  sixty-four-pounders,  which  at 
this  moment  are  opening  in  reply  to  our  long 
Parrotts. 


Jjorrori 


Aq«Qetl». 


Four  da3r8  have  passed  in  unusual  quiet  The 
mornings  glide  easily  away,  and  a  portion  of  the 
afternoons  have  scarcely  a  sound  upon  the  air  to 
make  one  think  of  the  events  which  are  impend- 
ing. The  picket  firing  through  the  nights  and 
an  occasional  shot  from  some  battery  serve  to 
remind  us  of  the  foe  in  front,  and  them  of  our 
presence  and  purposes.  This  state  of  affitirs 
cannot  long  continue,  for  a  lon^  delay  on  our 
part  will  be  the  means  of  inspiring  the  enemy 
with  hope,  and  if  a  movement  of  the  rebels, 
either  upon  our  works  or  away  from  Atlanta,  is 
not  soon  accomplished,  the  chances  of  success 
become  more  certain  for  us  and  more  doubtful 
for  them. 

Prisoners  and  deserters  are  constantly  arriving 
within  our  lines.  They  come  singly  and  in 
squads,  numbering  from  three  or  four  to  ten  and 
twelve.  The  accounts  they  furnish  do  not  varv 
much  in  the  main  points  of  their  stories.  AU 
tell  of  suffering,  destitution,  ill  treatment,  and  a 
loss  of  confidence  in  the  success  of  their  cause* 
Their  appearance  speaks  more  distinctly  of  hun- 
ger, weariness  and  unhappiness.  than  any  lan- 
guage they  use  can  express.  It  must  not  be 
supposed  that  everything  a  captnred  rebel  or 
disgusted  conscript  from  the  south  side  of  the 
line  relates  is  credited.  A  great  deal  of  caution 
is  indispensable  in  accepting  and  relying  upon 
the  information  brought  in  by  this  class  of  per- 
sons. Experience  has  taught  our  officers  that 
rebels,  like  pickpockets,  will  lie ;  though  I  am 
willing  to  &vor  the  presumption  that  in  both 
cases  there  are  a  few  honorable  exceptions. 

Yesterday  an  innocent-looking  fellow,  who 
could  not  have  been  older  than  seventeen  years, 
and  whose  childish  form  most  emphatically  pn^ 
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tested  against  the  profession  which  he  had  so 
lately  followed,  succeeded  in  creating  quite  a 
sensation  for  the  moment,  hy  informing  our  boys 
that  the  rebels  wore  then,  and  had  been  for 
several  days,  engaged  in  evacuating  the  city  of 
Atlanta ;  but  the  response  given  to  our  batteries 
at  different  points  along  the  line  plaved  sad 
havoc  with  his  smoothly-told  story,  and  caused 
expressions  of  unbelief  to  gather  upon  the  faces 
where  confidence  and  pleasure  had  but  lately  sat 
secure. 

If  the  rebels  should  conclude  to  resign  their 
cherished  city  to  the  Federal  troops,  the  opinion 
prevails  that  it  will  be  only  to  ma^e  a  more  des- 
perate and  decided  stand  at  the  village  of  East- 
port,  s/jme  six  miles  south  of  their  present 
location.  At  this  place  the  junction  is  formed 
between  the  Mason  and  Mont^xomery  railroads ; 
and  it  is  supposed  much  more  formiaable  works, 
both  military  and  artificial,  are  located.  The 
city  of  Atlanta  merelv  is  clearly  of  little  impor- 
tance in  the  eyes  of  the  Commanding  Genend  as 
a  desirable  military  position.  Had  the  object 
been  solely  to  take  that  place,  the  matter  would 
have  been  concluded  long  ago,  for  there  has  not 
been  a  day  in  the  past  four  weeks  when  our 
army  could  not  have  occupied  it  by  one  of  the 
most  simple  movements  known  to  military  men. 
But  Sherman  does  not  want  Atlanta,  unless  he  can 
also  receive  Hood's  whole  army  within  his  lines 
as  prisoners  of  war.  Hood  well  understands  our 
commander's  main  object  He  therefore  racks 
his  already  almost  exhausted  brain  for  new 

Elans,  which  may  assist  him  in  warding  off  ^e 
nal  blow  until  the  latest  possible  moment ;  and 
evidently  believes  that  by  presenting  a  bold 
front,  and  assuming  a  defiant  attitude,  he  will  de- 
ceive even  Sherman,  the  man  who  can  see  so  far 
into  and  divine  the  intentions  of  a  wily,  subtle 
foe. 

Our  losses  during  the  part  of  the  month  which 
has  passed,  are  comparatively  small  to  those 
which  have  been  inflicted  upon  therebelsi  Our 
successes  during  this  time,  though  in  each  in- 
dividual instance  they  might   be    considered 


unimportant,  yet  in  the  aj^gregate  present  suffix 

.      slig" 
forth. 


cient  remuneration  for  the  slight  exertion  put 


A  few  more  days  must  be  passed  lust  as  the 
past  few  days  have  been  spent,  and  the  rebels  in 
our  front  will  be  rebels  oifty  in  name.  Warn- 
ings have  proven  useless,  and  a  subject  for  con- 
tempt in  the  eyes  of  those  for  whom  they  were 
intended.  If  their  doom  should  be  more  sig- 
nally fearful  than  that  which  has  enveloped 
their  fellows  in  the  past,  it  can  be  truly  said 
they  invited  it,  and  apparently  rejoiced  at  the 
awful  prospect 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  of  the  move- 
ments which  the  past  few  days  have  witnessed, 
for  too  much  injurv  is,  innocently,  no  doubt, 
effected  by  such  ill-timed  disclosures.  The 
slightest  hint  which  a  newspaper  correspondent 
permits  himself  to  disclose  is  eagerly  caught  up, 
and  frequently  affords  the  enemy  a  clue  to  a 
movement  of  eminent  importanoe.    We  have 


lost  many  brave  men  through  the  eag^ness  of 
writers  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  others  the 
power  of  their  perceptive  faculties,  while  th« 
knowledge  of  movements  and  relative  positions 
thus  disclosed  reallv  benefits,  or  even  mteresta, 
no  one  but  those  who  have  a  desire  to  prepare 
counter-movements  for  the  purpose  of  oppooiiig 
and  rendering  them  ineffectual. 

The  weather  in  these  shadv  forests  is  ddight- 
ful,  though  in  the  dusty  roads  where  many  sre 
obliged  to  spend  a  greater  part  of  ihe\i  time,  it 
must  be  anything  else  than  pleasant  The  broad 
leaves  of  the  trees  afford  an  excellent  shade, 
and  the  soft  breezes  of  the  South  as  thev  reach 
us  through  the  innumerable  ravines  with  which 
the  country  abounds,  fan  us  gently,  and  yet 
effectually.  Strange  that  this  favored  eectian 
could  not  have  filled  the  hearts  and  ambition  of 
its  people.  Stranger  still  that-  they  would,  by 
their  own  acts,  permit  war  and  its  evils  to  swal- 
low up  their  lovely  homes  I  But  they  courted 
the  tompest,  and  it  has  brought  forth  its  frnits. 
They  claimed  that  they  were  wronged,  but  Aey 
injured  themselves  permanently,  irrecoverably. 

The  inhabitanto  in  many  instances  are  retom- 
ing  to  the  homes  they  deserted  on  the  apnroadi 
of  our  forces ;  though  there  are  a  few  who  re- 
mained and  were  treated  well  The  country 
people  are  very  ignorant  and  stupid,  but  it  can 
easily  be  accounted  for  by  the  associatioos  tii 
whidi  they  have  been  subjected  in  the  past  I 
visited  a  mmUy  who  live  within  a  mile  of  our 
lines.  In  a  conversation  with  the  old  bdy  she 
informed  me  that  she  was  the  mother  of  thirteen 
diildren,  and  though  living  within  two  miles  of 
Atlanta  for  twenty  years,  she  could  not  even  %^ 
proximate  toward  the  size  of  the  place,  or  the  Dum- 
ber of  its  inhabitants.  By  a  reference  to  her  son, 
a  lad  of  fifteen,  I  was  able  to  make  out  that  ''it 
was  bigger  nur  Merryet"  This  family  has  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  old  homestead  during  aD 
the  fierce  engagements  which  have  occurred  io 
theiX'  neighborhood ;  and,  though  shot  and  shell 
have  shattered  a  part  of  the  roof,  and  completely 
ventilate  one  side  of  the  house,  they  remain 
there  still,  and  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  give 
up  their  old  home.  Old  memories  cling  around 
the  hearto  of  the  humblest,  and  naught  bat 
death  can  separate  their  minds  from  the  loved 
object 

(hr  iHi  Bakss  of  Utot  Grkbk,  August  90. 

A  considerable  skirmish  took  place  on  Thurs- 
day along  the  firont  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see, and  portions  of  our  picket  lines  were  again 
advanced.  This  was  particularly  the  case  on 
General  Logan's  front,  where  we  now  have  a 
battery  (Griffith's  Iowa),  sunk  in  the  earth,  so 
as  to  be  perfectly  protected,  and  within  seventy- 
five  paces  of  the  principaJ  rebel  line.  Near 
this  battery.  Captain  Percy,  Fifty-third  Ohio. 
Engineer  on  General  Harrow's  staffs  was  killed. 

Yesterday,  there  was  a  fearful  ^simnonade 
along  ^e  same  portion  of  our  front.  It  com- 
menced about  noon,  and  lasted  nearly  an  hour. 
The  roar  was  terrifio,  and  sounded  iil^  the  cou- 
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tiBBal  bonting  of  heavy  timnder.  As  the  rebel 
batteries  were  first  sflenced,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
lame  that  oar  folks  did  not  get  the  worst  of  it. 

Darioe  tiie  day,  Major-Gieneral  Dodge  was 
woonded  in  the  head  by  a  mosket-baU.  The 
■ink  did  not  peoetrate  or  fracture  the  sknll, 
nd  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  this  able  and 
exceDe&t  officer  wUl  not  long  be  lost  to  his  com- 
BMuL  General  Dodze  is  one  of  those  men  who, 
vitfaont  mach  parade,  pretension  or  show,  has 
dowfysnd  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  to  a 
hi^  position,  and  an  enduring  reputation ;  and, 
4ro4gboat  the  army  it  is  almost  the  universal 
•piiiii>o  that  he  has  as  fairly  earned  the  one  as 
le  if  eminently  worthy  of  the  other. 

Tntil  General  Dodge  is  again  fit  for  duty, 
Ik^gadier-General  Ransom  will  command  the 
Kxteeoth  corps.  He  is  a  young  officer  who 
•rved  with  credit  in  the  S()uth-west,  was  se- 
liouiy  wounded  during  the  Y icksburg  campaign, 
ad  quite  recently  joined  this  army. 

Ibere  were  important  movements  yesterday 
1^^  Kflpatridc's  and  Qarrard's  cavalry,  looking 
1»lbe  occupation  of  the  Montgomery  and  Hifaoon 
niboads.  Our  infantry  lines  were  extended 
■itonally  toward  the  right 

OuBWWunum  AnjofiA,  AniniBt  22. 

ETerything  upon  the  line  is  unchanged  since 
hit  writing.  No  firing  by  either  army  to-day, 
fscepting  Sie  exchange  of  a  few  shells.  Logan 
Ih  mpped  up  to  wiuin  four  hundred  yards  of 
Ihe  lebel  worVs,  and  got  a  battery  in  position, 
with  which  he  seriously  annoys  the  enemy,  and 
kKps  him  very  quiet 

At  kst  we  have  some  intelligence  from  Kil- 
fttric^L  Colonel  Kline,  of  the  Third  Indiana 
OEvalry,  who  was  detached  by  Kilpatnck,  and 
snkred  to  cut  the  railway  below  Jonesboro, 
mhak  the  latter,  with  the  main  body  of  his 
<gamaod,  fell  upon  it  at  Jonesboro,  has  re- 
Ivied,  faavine  reached  the  road,  destroyed  a  few 
tdfis  of  track  (I  have  not  learned  how  many), 
ttd  burned  a  train  of  cars  loaded  with  supplies. 

GBMKRAL  KILPATRICK'S  RAID. 

CcncRoaTuio  Aiumri,  August  28. 

Ilw  raider,  Kilpatnck,  arrived  in  late  last 
m^  having  made  a  complete  circuit  around 
we  rebel  army  in  the  short  space  of  four  days, 
fightng  neariy  all  the  time  against  vastly  supe- 
oorforas. 

While  aQ  that  he  was  expected  to  perform 
VM  not  accomplished,  the  raid  was  a  great  suc- 
eefli,80  far  is  fighting  is  concerned,  and  the 
CBcay  was  sonndly  whipped  by  half  his  own 
■■■ber.  Officers  who  have  seen  long  service 
IfoBounce  the  charges  among  the  most  brilliant 
rf&e  war. 

fiom  a  eentleman  familiar  with  all  the  details 
of  Ae  raid,  I  have  secured  pretty  fnll  memo- 
xaada  of  what  was  accomplisned  by  Kilpatrick 
lad  Us  dashing  followers. 

Tlie  forces  which  took  part,  were  the  Third 
£nwHi  of  cavalry,  about  two  thousand  five 


hundred,  and  Minty's  and  Long's  brigades  of 
the  Second  cavalry  division,  numbering  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four.  General 
Garrard,  of  the  Second  division,  did  not  accom- 
pany the  expedition,  consequently  Colonel  Minty, 
of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  who,  at  that  time, 
ranked  Colonel  (now  General)  Long,  took  com- 
mand. At  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  the  expedition  left  the  cavalry  en- 
campment on  the  left  of  our  line,  for  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  expedition  at  Sandtown,  where 
it  arrived  at  six  a.  m.,  accompanied  bv  two  sec- 
tions of  the  Chicago  Boarcl  of  Trade  battery, 
under  the  immediate  conunand  of  Lieutenant 
Robinson.  Colonel  Minty  broke  camp  and  made 
Sandtown  under  cover  of  darkness,  the  better 
to  prevent  the  enemy  learning  of  tlie  move- 
ment ;  yet  a  letter,  captured  on  the  twentieth, 
and  dated  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  at 
Atlanta,  shows  that  at  that  time  the  enemy  had 
intelligence,  through  their  spies,  not  only  of  the 
number  of  Minty^  command,  but  also  of  the 
destination  of  the  raiding  party;  and  conse- 
quently Hood  had  ample  time  to  make  disposi- 
tions of  troops  to  intercept  them. 

Arriving  at  Sandtown  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  Minty  reported  to  General  £alpat- 
rick,  and  received  his  orders.  As  soon  as  dark- 
ness had  settled  over  the  forest^  the  whole 
command,  five  thousand  strong,  jumped  into 
their  saddles  and  boldly  marchedupon  the  West 
Point  raihroad,  near  Faurbum,  the  Third  division 
in  advance,  skirmishing  all  the  way  from  the 
rieht  of  our  infantrv  lines,  until  they  struck  the 
West  Point  railroad,  when  the  first  rebel  assault 
was  made  at  the  moment  that  the  Third  division 
and  a  part  of  Long's  brigade  had  crossed.  The 
enemy  struck  the  column  on  the  left  flank  wi^ 
artillery  and  dismounted  cavalry,  and  with  so 
much  force  that  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  were 
cut  in  two,  causine  some  confusion  for  the  mo- 
ment, but  Major  Jennings  quickly  reformed  his 
regiment  and,  supported  by  Major  May,  com- 
manding Fourth  Michigan,  made  a  vigorous  and 
irresistible  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  was 
driven  from  the  ground  in  disorder. 

At  the  moment  when  the  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry fire  was  opened,  cutting  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  in  two,  the  ambulance-drivers 
could  not  withstand  the  alarm,  and  rushed  their 
vehicles  pell-mell  into  the  woods,  and  smashed 
three  belonging  to  Minty's  brigade  so  badly 
that  they  were  abandoned.  The  others  were 
recovered  by  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  and 
took  their  places  in  the  column. 

Kilpatrick,  learning  that  the  Third  division 
was  delayed  by  the  rebel  Ross,  who,  with  a 
large  force,  was  slowly  falling  back,  contesting 
every  inch,  ordered  xMinty  and  Long  to  the 
front,  and,  with  Long's  brigade  in  the  advance, 
followed  by  Minty's  and  the  Third  division, 
skirmished  with,  and  gradually  drove  the  enemy 
to  Flint  river. 

Here,  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  the  depth 
of  the  stream,  and  the  bad  bottom,  were  serious 
impediments  to  our  advance;  and  Ross  and 
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Ferguson's  brigades  of  cavalry  presented  a  bold 
front  on  the  east  bank,  and  with  artillery  opened 
upon  onr  column  to  dispute  its  crossing.  Kil- 
Patrick  promptly  ord^ed  all  his  artillery  into 
position,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  Lieutenant 
Bennett's  section  of  the  Board  of  Trade  battery 
had  ^  dried  up"  the  rebel  artiUery  most  effect- 
ually. Quickly  dismounting  the  First,  Third 
and  Foui1;h  Ohio,  and  Fourdi  Michigan  oavahy, 
by  order  of  Kilpatrick,  Minty  formed  in  line 
of  battle,  when  our  artillery  discharged  four 
destructive  volleys  of  ^pe  and  canistw  into 
the  rebdl  rifle-pits,  and  ms^ntly  the  men  rushed 
forward  upon  the  double-quick,  with  a  cheer, 
to  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  a  deadly  fire 
was  poured  into  tiie  rebels  at  short  range,  dis- 
lodging tiieir  sharpshooters.  Oar  cohunn  at 
once  crossed  ihe  river  on  the  stringers  of  the 
burned  bridge. 

Leaving  the  Sevenl^  Pennsylvania,  one  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  and  all  the  led  horses  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  Minty  advanced  with  his 
brigades  on  Jonesboro',  a  town  on  the  Atlanta 
«nd  Macon  railroad,  twenty-one  miles  sou^  of 
Atlanta — the  Fourth  Michigan  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  with  the  First  Ohio,  Colonel 
Eggleston,  and  Fourth  United  States,  in  line  of 
battle,  with  one  section  of  artillery  in  tiie  cen- 
tre, and  the  Third  Ohio,  Colonel  Sidell,  and 
Fourth  Ohio,  Lieutenant^lonel  Robie,  follow- 
ing in  column.  With  this  formation,  Minly  at 
once  advanced  and  drove  l^e  rebels  before  him 
into  the  town,  from  the  houses  of  which  the 
rebels  opened  a  sharp  but  not  very  destructive 
fire  upon  our  lines.  Not  wishing  to  unneces- 
sarily sacrifioe  the  lives  of  his  men,  Minty  ordered 
forward  his  artillery  to  the  skirmish  line  by 
hand,  to  wit^n  a  very  short  distance  of  the 
buildings  in  which  the  rebels  had  taken  lodg- 
ment While  he  was  preparing  to  riddle  the 
buildings  with  his  grape  and  canister,  the 
rebels,  deeming  "  discretion  the  better  part  of 
Talor,"  retreated,  mounted  their  horses,  and 
evacuated  in  disorder.  Our  men  charged  after 
them  into  the  town.  Reporting  the  possession 
of  the  town  to  Eilpatrick,  the  Third  division 
was  quickly  brought  up,  and  then  commenced 
the  destruction  of  the  town. 

This  was  just  before  dark.  The  men  went 
to  work  witli  a  will,  put  the  tordi  to  the  railway 
buildings,  court-house,  and  pubUc  property: 
details  from  the  command  tore  up  and  burned 
about  three  miles  of  the  Macon  railway.  A 
brisk  wind  Sprung  up,  and  very  soon  the  flames 
spread  to  stores  and  other  buildings,  and  over 
two  thirds  of  the  town  was  burned  to  the  ground, 
together  with  considerable  public  property  and 
effects  of  the  citizens. 

Ferguson  and  Ross,  while  the  town  was  being 
razed,  were  reinforced  by  one  infantry  brigade, 
and  took  position  immediately  south  of  our 
forces,  intrenching  themselves  by  felling  tim- 
ber, &c.,  &c.  As  Kilpatrick's  object  was  not  to 
whip  the  enemy,  but  to  destroy  the  railway,  the 
same  night  he  struck  east  from  &e  railway  about 
five  miles,  and  then  marched  direct  for  Lovejoy's 


Station,  ihe  First  brigade  being  in  Ihe  advi&ee, 
and  the  Second  brigiskde  (Long's),  bringing  op 
the  rear.  A  few  minutes  before  our  rear  skir- 
mishers were  withdrawn  from  the  town,  another 
infantry  force  arrived  from  toward  GriiSn.  Rei^ 
ing  for  the  night  some  distance  from  Lovejoy's 
Station,  at  daybreak  of  the  following  moiniiig, 
our  flight  from  Jonesboro'  was  discovered  by  t^ 
enemy,  who  started  in  pursuit  with  their  ca?- 
idry. 

At  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Lovejov's,  the 
dirt  road  upon  which  our  column  moved,  forks 
— one  totnch  leading  direct  to  the  station,  the 
(^her  crossing  the  railroad  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
north  of  it  At  this  time  the  Second  division 
had  the  advance,  Minty's  brigade  leading,  fol- 
lowed bv  Long's.  The  Fourai  Michigan  was 
detached  from  the  command,  on  Hie  norfliem 
branch,  and  succeeded  in  gainine  and  tearing 
up  some  distance  of  the  track.  About  this  time 
the  main  column  that  was  moving  down  the  di- 
rect road  to  the  station,  encountered  the  enemy's 
mounted  pickets,  which  were  driven  by  the 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  in  a  fine  style.  Skumish- 
ing  with  the  rebels  continued,  and  whrai  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  station,  a  report  wis 
received  that  the  Fourth  Michigan  had  strack 
the  railroad.  Our  forces  were  pushed  rapidly 
forward,  and  at  once  received  a  fire  from  ti» 
enemy,  when  one  bat^ion  of  the  Fourth  United 
States  were  dismounted  and  deployed,  and 
brought  up  to  the  support  of  the  Fourth  Midii- 
gan,  swelling  the  number  who  were  engaged  in 
tearing  up  the  track  to  one  hundred  and  fif^ 
men.  Before  their  line  was  feirlv  formed,! 
whole  rebel  infantry  brigade,  whicn  was  lying 
in  ambush,  with  no  skirmisher^  out,  poured  into 
the  ranks  of  the  working  party,  a  terrific  volley, 
and  with  wild  yells  that  made  the  forests  ring, 
rt»hed  madly  over  the  track-burners,  killing, 
wounding,  and  taking  prisoners  nearlv  the  entire 
detachment,  who  foueht  bravely  until  their  arms 
were  wrested  from  tSem. 

Long's  brigade  was  immediately  formed, 
artillery  placed  in  position,  and  the  rebels  were 
quickly  repulsed,  with  severe  loss  firom  the  effect 
of  our  grape,  canister  and  bullets. 

Scarcely  had  the  roar  of  artillery  and  the 
sharp  mulct's  crack  died  away,  as  the  rebel  in- 
fant^ fell  back,  broken  and  demoralized,  when  a 
new  danger  presented  itself.  Witii  wild  yells  a 
whole  division  of  rebel  cavalry  (Jackson's),  five 
thousand  strong,  composed  of  Armstrong's,  Fer- 

§n8on's  and  Ross'  brigades,  were  seen  coming 
own  on  the  keen  run,  accompanied  by  ten 
pieces  of  artillery. 

Ere  Kilpatrick  had  time  to  learn  what  was 
coming,  a  spirited  attack  was  made  u|)on  the 
rear,  the  shells  came  tearing  across  the  fidds,and 
bursting  over  our  columns.  Kilpatrick's  ke^ 
eye  soon  comprehended  the  situation.  MintT's 
brigade  was  instantly  withdrawn  and  hastily 
formed  on  the  right  (or  soutib)  of  the  road  in  lin^ 
of  reg^ental  column.  The  Seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania, Major  Jennings,  on  the  rights  Fomrtfa 
Michigan,  Major  West,  on  the  centre,  and  tii6 
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FoQrtli  United  States,  Gaptain  Mclntyre,  on  the 
kft.  LoDg^B  brigade  was  formed  in  the  rear  of 
die  first  The  IWd  division  was  ordered  to 
fvm  in  the  same  manner  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  to  charge  simoltaneouslj  with  Minty's,  bat 
bis  said  for  some  reason  failed  to  do  so. 

While  the  yarions  regiments  were  being  man- 
OBOTred  into  position  to  meet  the  onslanght  of 
tlie  rebels,  ^o  were  sweeping  down  upon 
tbem,  the  men  had  time  to  comprehend  ihe  oan- 
fer  ttiat  snrromided  them — rebels  to  the  right  of 
wm,  rebels  to  the  left  of  them,  rebels  in  the 
rear  of  them,  rebels  in  front  of  them — surround- 
ed, there  was  no  salvation  but  to  cut  their  way 
«i9t  YisionB  of  Libby  Prison  and  starvation 
fitted  acroes  their  minds,  and  they  saw  tiiat  the 
deadly  conflict  could  not  be  avoided.  Placing 
knidf  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  the  gallant  ana 
fcedeas  Minfy  drew  his  sabre  and  his  voice  rung 
«n  dear  and  loud,  ''Attention,  column — ^for- 
>»Bni,  trot — regulate  by  tiie  centre  regiment — 
aardi— gallop— march r  and  away  the  brigade 
Yeat  wttti  a  yell  tliat  echoed  far  across  the 
vdejR. 

The  ground  from  which  the  start  was  made, 
wd  over  which  they  charged,  was  a  plantation 
«f  abont  two  square  mOes,  thickly  strewn  with 
Htehes  of  woods,  deep  water-cuts,  fences 
tttdies,  and  morasses.  At  tiie  word,  away  went 
&e  bdd  dragoons,  at  the  height  of  their  speed. 
^BBces  were  jumped,  ditches  were  no  imped- 
knaA.  The  rattle  of  the  sabres  mingled  with 
ftst  of  the  me8s4cettles  and  frying-pans  that 
fugled  at  &e  sides  of  the  pack-mule  brigade, 
vinch  was  madly  pushed  forward  by  the  mght- 
«Md  darkies  who  straddled  them.  Charging  for 
fteir  lives,  and  yelling  like  devils,  Minty 
end  his  troopers  encoxmtered  the  rebels  behind  a 
kstOy-erected  barricade  of  rails.  Pressing  their 
nnreb  deep  into  their  horses'  flanks,  and  raising 
&eir  eabres  aloft,  on,  on,  on,  nearer  and  nearer 
to  the  rebels,  they  plunged.  The  terror^tricken 
enemy  could  not  withstand  the  thunderous  wave 
of  men  and  horse  that  threatened  to  engulf  them. 
Ihey  broke  and  ran,  just  as  Minty  and  his  troop- 
en  were  urging  their  horses  for  the  decisive 
Utfv.  In  an  instant,  all  was  confusion.  The 
jeis  of  the  horseman  were  drowned  in  the 
ffcehing  of  steel  and  the  groans  of  the  dying. 
Ob  pressed  Minty  in  pursuit,  his  men's  sabres 
^  right  and  left,  and  cutting  down  every 
in  their  path.  Tho  rebel  horsemen  were 
to  reel  and  pitch  headlong  to  the  earth, 
vii3e  their  frightened  steeds  rushed  pelt-mell 
over  their  bodies.  Many  of  the  rebels  defended 
themselves  with  almost  superhuman  strengtii, 
yet  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  charge  of  Federal 
iM  was  irresistible.  The  heads  and  Kmbs  of 
some  of  tile  rebels  were  actually  severed  from 
fc  bodies— the  head  of  the  rider  falling  on  one 
wAb  of  the  horse,  the  lifeless  trunk  upon  the 

Tbt  individual  instances  of  heroism  were 
Vi^j.  Hardly  a  man  flinched,  and  when  the 
kripde  came  out  more  than  ha]f  the  sabres  were 


stained  with  human  blood.  Among  the  oases  of 
daring  vouched  for  are  the  following  : 

An  orderly  of  Major  Jennings,  wwnuel  Wal- 
ters, Company  F,  Serventh  Pennsylvania,  rode 
upon  a  rebel  cavaliyman,  who  threw  up  his  hand 
to  guard  the  blow.  The  sabre  came  down,  sev- 
ering the  hand  from  the  arm.  Another  blow 
followed  quickly  after  upon  the  neck,  and  over 
the  rebel  rolled  out  of  his  saddle,  the  head  only 
clinging  to  the  body  by  a  thin  fibre.  Private 
Dougk^  and  Captain  Mclntyre,  of  the  Fourth 
United  States,  charged  side  by  side,  killed  four 
or  Rvo  with  the  sabre,  captured  a  captain  and 
lieutenant  and  thirteen  men,  who  were  turned 
over  to  Douglas  by  the  Captain,  who  rushed  for- 
ward into  the  fray.  After  the  charge  was  over 
Douglas  rode  up  to  Colonel  Minty,  saluted  him, 
turned  over  his  fifteen  prisoners,  and  remarked, 
**  Here  Colonel,  are  fifteen  Johnnies,  the  trophies 
of  Captain  McLityre  and  Private  Douglas,  Fourth 
Regulars." 

u  was,  all  admit,  one  of  the  finest  charges  of 
the  war.  Fully  one  hundred  men  fell  under  the 
keen  sabres  of  Minty 'a  brigade.  The  praises  of 
Minty  and  his  command  are  upon  every  tongue. 
The  Fourth  United  States,  Fourth  Michigan, 
First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Ohio  regiments  charged 
over  a  rebel  battery  of  three  guns  on  the  left  of 
the  road;  but  no  sooner  had  our  men  passed 
than  the  rebels  again  seized  tiie  cannon  and,  re- 
versing them,  poured  grape  and  canister  into  the 
charging  columns.  General  Kilpatrick,  seeing 
this,  wim  his  staff  and  others,  about  thirty  in 
all,  moved  forward  to  capture  the  guns,  but 
found  a  high  staked  and  ridered  fence  between 
him  and  the  battery.  Seeing  the  predicament 
in  which  the  General  was,  private  William  Bsd- 
ley,  Company  I,  Fourth  Michigan,  an  orderly  to 
Colonel  Minty,  coolly  rode  up  to  the  fence,  dis- 
mounted in  the  face  of  a  severe  fire,  tore  down 
the  fence,  remounted,  rode  up  to  the  battery, 
shot  the  Captain,  took  possession  of  the  horse 
and  arms,  and  rode  out.  He  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  party  of  men  who  captured  the 
battery  and  spiked  the  guns.  In  the  charge, 
Minty  s  brigade  captured  three  stands  of  colors 
— the  Fourtn  United  States  taking  two,  and  the 
Fourth  Michigan  one. 

Long's  brigade,  being  in  the  rear,  were  not 
able  to  participate  generally  in  the  charge ;  but 
ihey  fought,  when  mey  had  an  opportunity,  like 
Spartans.  The  General,  who  learned  of  his 
promotion  on  his  return,  was,  I  regret  to  say, 
wounded  severely  in  the  leg  and  arm  while  gal- 
lantly leading  the  brigade. 

Colonel  Minty,  whose  soldierly  form  was  con- 
spicuous in  the  charge,  urging  the  men  to  fol- 
low him,  had  his  horse  shot  tinder  him,  an 
orderly  was  shot  by  his  side,  and  his  Inspector, 
Captain  Thompson,  captured.  General  Kilpat- 
ricE  is  loud  in  his  praise  of  Long  and  Minty, 
and  the  nameless  heroes  who  fought  by  them. 

Leaving  the  rebel  dead  and  wounded  on  the 
field,  preparations  were  made  for  the  return. 
The  Third  division  was  ordered  to  move  on  the 
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McDonongh  road,  the  Second  division  to  cover 
the  movement  Before  the  leading  brigade  bad 
moved,  Pat  Cleburne's  division  of  infantry  ad- 
vanced and  attacked  Long's  brigade,  which 
foneht  splendidly,  and  although  forced  to  fall 
back,  they  did  so  so  slowly  that  the  Third 
division  had  time  to  move.  It  was  in  this 
engagement  that  General  Long  received  one  of 
his  two  wonnds.  His  men  fought  with  splen- 
did pluck,  and  kept  at  bay  one  of  the  best 
divisions  of  rebel  infantry.  The  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania and  Fourdi  Michigan  were  dismoanted 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  their  gallant  comrades 
of  the  Second  brigade,  when  the  Fourl^  United 
Slates  got  out  of  ammunition  and  were  sent 
back  with  the  Third  division.  Bennett's  sec- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trade  battery  was  put  in 
position  with  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  and 
Fourth  Michigan.  Cleburne  was  held  in  check 
until  our  led  horses  had  been  moved  out  upon 
the  road.  The  artillery  had  been  so  budily 
engaged  that  one  of  our  guns  burst,  breaking 
into  a  thousand  pieces,  but  fortunately  injuring 
nobody. 

The  night  of  the  twentieth  was  consumed  "in 
marching  through  the  rain  and  darkness.  At 
one  A.  M.  of  the  twenty-first,  Cotton  river  was 
reached  and  crossed,  and  the  fatigued  men  and 
animals  bivouacked  until  daybredc,  when  they 
were  moved  forward  again,  encountering  no 
enemy.  At  six  ▲.  m.  South  river  was  reached 
by  the  advance,  but  the  bridge  had  been  de- 
stroyed and  the  river  flooded  by  the  rains. 
The  entire  column  was  compelled  to  swim  the 
streao)— one  man  and  about  fifty  horses  and 
mules  were  drowned.  General  Kilpatrick's  am- 
bulance was  lost  in  the  rapid  current  of  the 
river,  and  two  wagons  that  had  carried  ammu- 
nition were  destroyed,  as  the  mules  were  re- 
quired to  remount  the  men.  These  were  our 
only  losses  in  crossing,  after  which  the  men 
were  once  more  in  the  saddle.  Lithonia,  on  the 
Georgia  raikoad,  left  of  our  lines,  was  reached 
that  evening,  where  the  first  night's  rent  was 
obtained,  and  yesterday  the  worn-out  men  and 
horses  returned  to  camp  in  rear  of  our  infantry 
line. 

During  the  first  three  days  and  nights  no 
officer  or  man  had  an  hour's  deep.  From  the 
time  the  command  left  the  rear  of  our  left,  on 
the  eighteenth,  until  it  returned  to  the  same 
point  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  (four 
days),  the  men  partook  of  but  three  meals— of 
coffee  and  hard  bread — nothing  more.  The 
horses  subsisted  on  the  country. 

The  results  of  this  raid  are  not  as  complete 
as  we  should  wish.    While  nearly  a  thousand 

Erisoners  were  captured,  and  quite  a  number  of 
orses,  only  about  seventy-five  of  the  former 
were  retained  while  cutting  through  the  heavy 
force  of  rebel  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery. 
The  damage  to  the  railway  can  be  repaired  in 
two  or  three  days.  A  train  of  loaded  cars  was 
destroyed  below  Jonesboro',  by  Colonel  Kline's 
command,  which  was  sent  out  on  a  detached 
raid  further  south.    A  vast  amount  of  damage 


was  done  at  Jonesboro'  to  public  prooerty. 
Considering  that  Kilpatrick's  five  thousand  men 
had,  probably,  twelve  thousand  surrouudiDg 
them,  all  must  admit  that  this  is  a  brilhant,  i 
not  a  highly  successful  raid. 

Colonel  Minty  estimates  the  rebel  killed  alone 
greater  than  our  entire  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  Our  loss  in  Minty's  and  Long'i 
brigades  and  the  battery  was  two  hundred  and 
twenty ;  that  of  the  Third  brigade,  about  ninety- 
four  ;  total,  three  hundred  and  fourteen.  The 
rebel  loss  cannot  be  less  than  one  thoutaxtd 
in  alL 

THB  CLOSING  DAYS  OT  THE  eOOM, 

August  25. — ^The  multitudinous  preparatioiiB 
for  the  grand  coup  have  been  made  quickly  and 
thoroughly.  Superfluous  wagons  with  btggap 
have  been  sent  to  the  rear  to  be  parked  at  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Chattahoochee.  Hos- 
pital trains  conveyed  the  sick  and  wonnded  to 
the  rear.'  Fifteen  days'  supplies  have  been 
brought  up.  Rations  for  three  dskYB  are  placed 
in  the  haversacks  of  the  men — ^the  remaining 
twelve  are  loaded  on  the  supply  trains,  and 

fathered  near  Vining's  Station,  on  the  north 
ank  of  the  Chattahoochee  river.  Regimenii 
are  cut  down  to  a  single  baggage  wagon.  Sixtr 
rounds  of  ammunition  have  been  issued  to  ea(» 
man  carrying  a  musket,  and  the  ammunition 
wagons  are  replenished.  When  the  sun  goes 
down  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-fifth  of  August, 
everyttiing  will  be  in  readiness.  What  a  feli- 
citous mpment  for  a  prodamatory  General  I  What 
a  gushing  bulletin  might  havo  been  issued  to 
the  troops,  asking  much  in  enthusiastic  lan- 
guage, promising  much  in  florid  periods  1  Sher- 
man has  simply  published  an  order,  "  You  will 
march  at  such  and  such  an  hour."  He  asked 
nothing, promised  nothing ;  but  no  troops  know 
better  than  those  he  commands,  how  much  is 
asked  and  how  much  is  to  be  achieved  under 
his  leadership. 

In  one  continuous  line,  in  order  of  march,  &e 
six  corps  accompanying  Sherman,  with  their 
trains,  will  make  a  line  fifty  miles  long.  The 
wagons  alone,  over  three  thousand  in  number, 
reach,  on  the  march,  for  thirty  miles.  From 
this  may  be  seen  the  immense  labor  required  to 
perfect  the  details  of  the  movement  Sherma^ 
evidently,  will  be  compelled  to  move  troops  and 
trains  by  parallel  roads,  and  he  must,  therefore, 
know  not  only  every  public  avenue  in  the  coun- 
try into  which  he  moves,  but  be  conversant 
with  its  minute  topography,  and  able  to  tell 
where  roads  might  be  cut  in  localities  where 
none  existed.  It  is  almost  essential  that  the 
army  have  five  parallel  roads.  It  would  cover 
that  number  for  ten  miles  completely. 

The  public  animals  are  in  fair,  not  prime,  con- 
dition. Many  teams  are  cut  down  from  their 
complement  of  six  mules  to  five  and  four.  This 
partial  defection  in  the  grand  military  motor— 
tiie  mule— will  not,  however,  cripple  the  trans- 
portation. The  moiety  of  an  ass  is  capable  of 
bearing  up  under  much  lankineas  graoefoOy. 
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He  beoomefl  attenoated  and  gaant,  and  his  hip- 
Weee  grow  as  long  and  peering  as  his  ears, 
bit  he  waxes  ethereal  in  flesh  alone.  He  tugs 
tt  his  chains  with  redoubled  muscularity. 
True,  he  dies  sometimeB  (a  dead  mule  is  no 
loager  a  mjth),  but  he  does  it  quickly.  He 
regies  food,  wanders  around  disconsolately  for 
m  hoar,  lies  quietly  down  and  expires. 

I  p.  iL — The  movement  has  commenced. 
SererU  batteries  were  quietly  withdrawn  from 
Am  traiches  this  afternoon.  The  troops  on  our 
left  are  just  moving  to  the  rear,  so  silently  that 
rrm  mexr  equipments  seem  to  have  a  subdued 
cboL  The  enemy  is  firing  briskly  on  the  skir- 
nith  line.  Were  these  new  troops  gliding 
ijaij  through  the  forest,  ^ey  would  feel  guilt^ 
it  eveiy  diot,  but  they  have  sounded  war  s 
SfWT  dep&,  and  construe  nothing  to  mean 
sUaok  wmi  Hie  columns  come  pouring  down 
Wftm  tibeuL  We  shall  test  Hood's  sagacity 
ttfain  a  week  pretty  severely. 

What  a  momentous  thing  a  night   march 

Aqgnst  26.— At  seyen  o'clock  last  even- 
%,  the  Fourth  corps,  occupying  the  left 
«  «v  bncL  north  and  north-^t  of  Atlanta, 
vibdrew  &t>m  their  trenches  and  marched 
mst  to  the  rear  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
ktrmg  their  pickets  behind  until  midnight 
As  Twentieth  corps,  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth 
eKM,  fell  back  ab^ut  nine  p.  m.,  to  the  railroad 
Inoge  over  the  Chattahoochee,  which  position 
—a  very  strong  one — they  will  intrench  and 
dafend^  while  tiie  rest  of  the  army  moves  around 
Hood  s  left  flank. 

Kooe  of  the  rest  of  our  army  left  their 
tRschee  last  night  The  FourtednUi  corps  and 
Ajmj  of  the  Tennessee  were  in  their  old  works 
it  daybreak.  The  Sixteenth  corps,  now  on  the 
alreme  left,  refused  their  left  flank  consider* 
diiy,  and  threw  up  works  on  the  new  line. 

The  eoemy  discovered  our  absence  on  the 
kft  eariy  this  morning,  and  he  has  made  dem- 
naatAifiona  all  day  along  our  front,  winding  up 
ftia  evening  by  a  strong  one  on  General  Ward  s 
4niBoa  of  tfcte  Twentieth  corps,  now  in  posi- 
tin  at  the  river.  Wherever  their  skirmishers 
hsve  become  too  bold,  they  have  been  driven  off 
kf  welkieHvered  volleys,  and  in  no  instance 
!■■  their  cariosity  led  Uiem  into  danger  at  the 
feHBB  point  the  second  time.  They  recon- 
■Htered  our  right  in  the  morning,  and  found  it 
iMhanged. 

Dvine  &e  afternoon  the  rest  of  the  army 
pmared  to  move.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
«il  leave  its  trenches  to-night,  and  theTwenty- 
IfcM  QorpB  win  follow.  The  Fourteenth  corps 
ii  already  on  the  march. 

The  TOlomns  already  in  motion  have  been 
licaded,  during  the  day,  for  Sandtown,  on  the 
Chstlaboocfaee  river,  fourteen  miles  below  the 
aaroad  brid^. 

The  army  li  moving,  corps  by  oorps,  shutting 
«p  like  a  telescope,  each  corps  that  withdraws 
■iiiii^  to  the  rear  of  those  on  the  right  which 
■iiifiiu  a  bokl  front    By  this  means  toe  dan- 
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gers  of  a  massive  attack  from  the  enemy  are 
greatly  lessened. 

The  day  has  been  insufferably  warm.  Many 
hundred  men,  exhausted  by  marching  all  night, 
have  fallen  by  the  way,  but  at  this  hour,  ten  p.  m., 
they  have  all  come  up.  Tiiis  will  be  another 
sleepless  night 

The  Array  of  the  Tennessee  is  withdrawing. 
To-morrow  our  old  trenches  around  Atlanta 
will  be  deserted,  save  those  held  bv  the  Twenty- 
third  corps,  on  the  extreme  right,  near  East 
Point 

Angust  27. — Every  road  one  crosses  to  day 
is  tilled  with  troops.  Turbid  streams  of  men 
and  wagons  pour  alon^  their  respective  roads, 
and  are  fed  by  tributaries  from  open  fields  and 
forests  It  ail  looks  like  endless,  inextricable 
confusion ;  but  let  the  enemy  strike  any  of  the 
thousand  feelers  we  have  out,  and  how  suddenly 
the  columns  would  be  fronted,  the  lines  dressed 
and  the  charges  rammed  home.  Even  to  the 
most  accustomed  eye,  the  motley  mingle-mangle 
of  a  march  like  this  seems  to  be  without  begin- 
ning or  end.  But  there  is  method  in  it  By 
midnight,  perhaps  sooner,  every  division  will  be 
sleeping  behind  trenches,  the  turf  whereof  has 
never  yet  felt  the  footfall  of  a  Yankee  soldier. 

The  Twenty-third  corps  seems  to  have  been 
selected  to  cover  the  rear  during  the  marches-* 
that  is,  the  rear  of  the  marching  columns — we 
have  no  base  of  supplies,  no  real  rear  now.  Gar- 
rard's splendid  division  of  cavalry  follows  the 
Twenty-third  corps,  lingering  along  after  the  in- 
fantry is  in  motion,  and  spreading  out  like  a  fan, 
to  protect  its  left  flank  when  encamped.    Kil- 

Satrick's    cavalry    division   covers    the    right 
ank,  held  to-night  by  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 


The  day  is  warm,  but  lovely.  None  have 
fallen  out  to-day,  from  exhaustion.  The  country 
erows  open  and  rolling,  and,  as  we  near  the 
West  Point  railroad,  excellent  foraging-countrr 
appears.  The  roads  are  excellent-— equal,  to  ail 
intents  and  purposes,  to  the  best  turnpikes. 

10  p.  M. — ^The  troops  are  in  line,  intrenched 
and  asleep.  We  are  within  four  miles  of  the 
West  Point  railroad.  General  Sherman's  head- 
quarters are  at  Mount  Gilead  Church.  No 
enemy  yet  Is  this  silence  ominous?  Two 
days  have  elapsed,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  prophets  are  wrong  in  their  forecast. 
Hood  lacks  either  discernment  or  pugnacity. 
Not  the  latter,  perhaps.  If  he  permits  us  to  go 
unmolested  for  another  day,  he  will  have  lost  his 
chance,  and  we  shall  have  gained — ^but  we  will 
not  flatter  ourselves.  Suppose  a  heavy  and  per- 
sistent rain  should  set  in  upon  us.     Carrambo  ! 

I  hear  to-night  of  a  wagon  and  a  straggler  or 
two  picked  up  in  our  rear.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  is  following  us  closely.  Perhaps  they 
consider  this  anouer  cavalry  expedition.  It 
will,  certainly,  require  some  ingenuity  to  sxur- 
round  this  little  raiding  party — ^to  place  around 
it  what  one  of  our  East  Tennessee  Generals  de- 
nominates a  ^  ring  guard.'*  Brass  band  in  the 
distance— (why  were  they  brought  along,  to 


274 


KEBELLION    KE(X>RD,    1862-65. 


eat  np  our  preoiouB  rationB?) — disconrseB 
"  Shouldn't  wonder,  shouldn't  wonder." 

The  Fourteenth  corps  and  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  marched  past  the  rear  of  the  Fourth 
corps  last  night.  The  latter  is  now  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  the  Fourteenth  corps  on  its  left, 
followed  by  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  corps 
successively.  It  is  understood  that  they  Will 
hold  this  relalive  position  in  the  line  herc^ter. 

The  enemy  still  hangs  on  our  rear,  but  to  our 
surprise,  very  chary  of  even  a  brisk  skirmish. 
Has  Hood  been  removed  ? 

The  supply  trains  for  the  expedition  are  now 
all  up,  and  will  move  hereafter  with  the  troops 
— that  is,  on  parallel  roads,  which,  though  they 
have  no  existence  now,  will  be  well  beaten  to- 
morrow night 

August  28. — ^The  army  moved  this  morning  at 
about  eight  o'clock.  The  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see marched  on  a  northerly  road,  and  before 
dark  struck  the  Atlanta  and  West  Point  raU- 
road  near  Fairbum,  a  station  eighteen  miles 
from  Atlanta.  The  rebel  cavalry — a  brigade 
commanded  by  General  Ross — ^retreated  slowly 
as  we  neared  the  railroad.  He  was  jevidently 
impressed  with  the  notion  that  we  outnumbered 
him. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  has  bivouacked 
at  and  near  Red  Oak,  a  flag-station  on  the  West 
Toint  and  Atlanta  railroed,  twelve  miles  from 
Atlanta.  The  Twenty-third  corps  has  moved 
with  the  column,  and  to-night  our  whole  army 
has  cast  loose  from  its  old  base,  and  is  operat- 
ing, as  it  were,  in  the  air. 

This  morning  a  locomotive  passed  over  the 
West  Point  railroad,  whistling  shrilly  as  it 
flirted  by  the  stations  which  we  were  nearing. 
It  is  the  last,  we  hope,  that  will  be  driven  by  a 
rebel  engineer. 

We  begin  to  believe  that  Hood  has  been  out- 
witted. We  can  hear  nothing  of  his  having 
sent  any  troops  away  from  Atlanta ;  neitiier  have 
any  sjmiiptoms  of  attack  been  discovered. 

The  army  has  bivouacked  in  line,  and  thrown 
up  trenches  as  usual.  The  wa^on  trains  are 
coming  up,  and  it  will  probably  be  morning  be- 
fore they  all  arrive. 

The  troops  move  light — very  light.  What  a 
contrast  between  the  steady,  pouring  columns  of 
veterans,  and  the  unskilled  and  unsettled  marches 
of  '61  and  '62  ?  Who,  in  those  years  of  lumber- 
ing marches  and  still  more  lumbering  battles, 
saw  line  officers  harnessed  up  with  knapsacks ; 
or  dreamed  that  the  day  would  come  when  the 
soldier,  in  addition  to  carrying  food,  shelter,  and 
equipments,  would  still  find  room  for  an  intrench- 
ing tool — the  last  feather,  though  one  not  endan- 
gering his  vertebra,  for  his  swing  is  bold,  and, 
m  a  martial  sense,  graceful.  Here  are  spades, 
and  picks,  and  iX)fifee-pot8,  and  kettles,  giving 
the  column  a  tinkerish  aspect,  but  assuring  for 
the  cause  that  celerity  in  movement  which  is  one 
of  the  first  conditions  of  victory,  and  for  the  men 
themselves  the  speediest  method  of  obtaining 
refection  and  repose,  and  the  grateM  content- 
ment that  follows. 


With  all  these  things — necessities  of  a  Hgbt 
march,  and  peculiarly  the  necessities  of  this 
march — ^you  might  not  be  prepared  to  find  any 
room  left  for  the  transportation  of  luxuries.  I 
have  seen,  however,  a  number  of  articles  that 
might  be  safely  classed  under  that  head— the 
most  striking  one  being  a  cane-bottomed  chair, 
which  a  captain  of  infantry  carries  danglii^ 
from  his  sword  thrown  across  his  shoulder.  A 
bystander  suggests  it  would  be  the  height  of 
politeness  for  him  to  carry  the  chair  and  offer  it 
to  a  friend  during  the  halts. 

The  men  are  hardv  and  strong.  The  r^gimoitB 
are  not  so  long  as  they  were  when  the  campaign 
opened  last  May,  but  their  experience  in  what  a 
rebel  journal  cadis  the  great  battles  of  June,  July, 
and  August  is,  perhaps,  rich  compensation  for 
the  difference  m  numbers.  Every  man  who 
passes  you  has  fought  in  countless  skirmishes, 
strained  every  nerve  in  the  deadly  assault,  and 
coolly  rolled  back  the  impetuous  attacks  of  the 
enemy.  He  knows  better  than  the  statistician 
how  much  lead  it  takes  to  kill  a  man  ;  how  mach 
harmless  bluster  there  is  in  a  flight  of  shells,  and 
what  chances  he  has  in  his  favor,  if  hit  at  all,  of 
the  wound  being  slight  or  severe.  He  has  grown 
familiar  with  missiles,  explodent  and  non-explo- 
dent  He  knows,  from  the  sounds  that  rc^ 
him,  when,  diuring  any  given  passagp  at  anna, 
the  precise  moment  arrives  when  he  is  iustified 
in  pricking  up  his  ears  and  getting  ready  to  fall 
into  line.  The  shrill  sweep  of  a  whole  vollej 
affects  him  less  now  than  the  hateful  scditary 
whistle  of  a  single  bullet  did  before  he  had 
passed  the  orded  of  danger,  hardship,  and  de- 
nial that  have  made  up  his  life  during  the  cam- 
paign. Our  trust  grows  stronger  and  stronger 
as  me  column  sweeps  on,  and  we  become  cer- 
tain that  the  present  critical  movement  most 
succeed,  or,  in  failure,  inflict  such  damage  upon 
the  enemy,  that  to  foil  us  just  onoe  more  would 
ruin  him  irremediably. 

While  I  was  watching  to-day  the  endless  line 
of  troops  shifting  by,  an  officer  witii  a  modest 
escort  rode  up  to  the  fence  near  which  I  was 
standing  and  dismounted.  He  was  rather  tall 
and  slender,  and  his  quick  moveooents  denoted 
good  muscle  added  to  absolute  leanness — not 
thinness.  His  uniform  was  neither  new  nor  old, 
but  bordering  on  a  hazy  mellowness  of  gloss, 
while  the  elbows  and  knees  were  a  little  accent- 
ed from  the  continuous  agitation  of  those  joints. 
The  face  was  one  I  should  never  rest  upon  in  a 
crowd,  simply  because  to  my  eye  there  was 
nothing  remarkable  in  it,  save  the  nose,  which 
organ  was  high,  thin,  and  planted  with  a  curve 
as  vehement  as  the  curl  of  a  Malay  cutlass.  The 
face  and  neck  were  roVigh,  and  covered  with 
reddish  hair,  the  eye  Ught  in  color  and  animated, 
but  though  restless,  and  bounding  like  a  ball 
from  one  object  to  another,  neither  piercing  nor 
brilliant;  the  mouth  well  closed  but  common, 
the  ears  large,  the  hands  and  feet  long  and  thin, 
the  gait  a  little  rolling,  but  firm  and  active.  In 
dress  and  manner  there  was  not  the  slightest 
trace  of  pretension.    He  spoke  rapidly,  and  gen- 
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enllj  with  aa  inqnisitive  smile.  To  this  ensemhle 
IsQst  add  a  hat  which  was  the  reverse  of  dig- 
mSed  or  distingii'shed — a  simple  felt  affair,  with 
ft  round  crown  and  drooping  brim,  and  you  have 
18  ^r  a  description  of  General  Sherman's  exter- 
nals aB  I  can  pen. 

Seating  himself  on  a  stick  of  cord-wood  hard- 
bj  the  fence,  he  drew  a  bit  of  pencil  from  his 
poctet  md  spreading  a  piece  of  note  paper  on  his 
inee,  he  wrote  with  great  rapidity.  Long  col- 
muiB  of  troops  lined  the  road  a  few  yards  in 
bis  front,  and  beyond  the  road,  massed  in  a 
lefies  of  spreading  green  fields,  a  whole  division 
of  in&ntry  was  awaiting  its  tnm  to  take  up  the 
£i>e  of  march,  the  blue  ranks  clear  cut  against 
Ibe  nnifOTm  verdant  backCTound.  Those  who 
vere  near  flieir  General  looked  at  him  curiously, 
ii:  in  so  vast  an  army  the  soldier  sees  his  Com- 
Bander-iiH^hief  but  seldom.  Pa^e  after  page 
Ttt  filled  by  the  General's  nimble  pencil  and 
despatched.  For  a  half  hour  I  watched  him,  and 
feo^  I  looked  for  and  expected  to  find  them, 
J»  symptoms  could  I  detect  that  the  mind  of  the 
great  lead»  was  taxed  by  the  infinite  cares  of  a 
terriblv  hazardous  military  coup  de  main,  Ap- 
ptreiilJT  it  did  not  lie  upon  his  mind  the  weight 
of  ft  feather.  A  mail  arrived.  He  tore  open 
Cm  pspers  and  glanced  over  them  hastily,  ^en 
cbtied  with  some  (reneral  officers  near  him, 
Aen  rode  off  with  characteristic  suddenness,  but 
vith  fresh  and  smiling  countenance,  filing  down 
the  road  beside  many  thousand  men,  whose  lives 
^&t  in  his  keeping. 

Hq^  was  a  movement  in  progress,  which, 

torn  out  as  it  may,  will  stand  out  in  high  relief 

s  history,  as  an   instance   of  the  marvellous 

duing  ftiid  ingenuity  of  Sherman,  and  the  readi- 

kess  and  compactness  of  his  army.    Here  was 

ikwtsiich  as  Napoleon  led  in  the  maturity  of 

iii  fame  and  power ;  yet  we  can  hardly  realize, 

ai  we  watch  the  endless  river  of  men,  that  we 

;  ire  seeing  the  event  developing— conning  the 

:  fcraory  as  it  appeals,  fresh  and  unwritten,  to 

I  «r  eyes.    The  columns  whose  faces  seem  to 

j  3fcve  something  in  common — ^to  be  uniformed 

\  fee  their  bodies — a  brisk  squadron  of  horse — 

i  •mks  of  recumbent  troops — a  cluster  of  guns, 

;  «oking  stupid   with  inertia — ^flankers  of   the 

I  rum  camp- African,  laden,  as  to  weight,  like  a 

I  Mand  emigrant — a  General  with  his  staff,  a 

:  kifle  smarter  in  attire  and  bearing  than  the  line 

I  -Hnd  over  in  valleys,  creeping  in  relief  against 

I  ^  biDt  fused  of  ^e  emerajd  and  amethyst,  and 

I  oicrwts  is  relief  against  the  pale  blue  of  the 

^,  the  articulated  wagon-trains — ^these  are  the 

■Rregate — the  movement, 

^^igost  29w — To-day  the  army  has  not  ad- 
duced its  tines.  The  day  has  been  oonsum- 
I  id  in  issuing  rations  to  the  men,  and  tearing 
^lad  burning  the  railroad,  thirteen  miles  of 
JBcb  have  been  so  completely  destroyed  by 
w^wd,  Stanley  and  Davis,  that  nothing  remains 
JjMie  embankment  Generals  Sherman  and 
"WB»a»have  their  headquarters  on  the  railway 
i^ailesfrom  East  Point 


There  has  been  no  fighting  amounting  to  any- 
thing during  the  operation. 

Fifteen  members  of  the  Ninetieth  Ohio 
foolishly  ventured  outside  the  pickets  tonlay, 
two  or  three  miles,  and  were  all  captured  save 
one. 

The  operation  of  tearing  np  the  road  has 
been  very  interesting,  and  one  over  which  the 
men,  notwithstanding  it  is  the  hardest  kind  of 
labor,  WOTe  quite  enthusiastic.  A  regiment  or 
brigade  formed  along  the  track;  rails  were 
loosened  at  their  flanks,  whereupon  ^e  whole 
line  seized  the  track  and  flun^  a  s^tdi  corre- 
sponding to  the  length  of  their  line  from  its  bed. 
The  rails  were  then  detached,  the  ties  piled  up 
and  covered  with  fence-rails.  The  iron  was 
then  deposited  upon  the  pyre^  the  torch  applied 
and  the  thing  was  soon  consummated.  The 
men,  not  content  with  the  curve  made  in  the 
rails  by  the  intense  and  continued  heat,  seized 
many  and  twisted  them  until  they  looked  like 
members  of  a  phonographic  alphabet 

The  troops  to-day  were  placed  on  three- 
quarter  rations,  to  provide  against  any  emer- 
gency. They  are  getting  abundanoe  of  roasting- 
ears,  so  their  dinners  will  have  bulk  as  wen 
as  nutrition. 

August  30. — ^We  get  the  direction  of  At- 
lanta to-night  by  looking  toward  the  north 
star.  We  are  now  direcuy  south  of  the  city, 
between  the  West  Point  and  Macon  railroads, 
and  so  near  the  latter — the  last  artery  of  the 
Gate  City — that  we  must  strike  it  to-morrow. 

The  Fourteenth  corps  broke  camp  at  six 
o*clock  this  morning,  and  moved  out  on  the 
direct  road  to  Rough  and  Ready  Station,  on  the 
Macon  railroad,  eleven  miles  from  Atlanta,  The 
Fourth  corps  marched  at  the  same  hour  on  a 
parallel  road  further  north.  The  advance  has 
had  slight  skirmishing  with  a  brigade  or  two 
of  rebel  cavahry  and  infantry. 

Learning  that  the  enemy  was  fortified  along 
the  Macon  railway,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
halted,  and  intrenched  about  two  miles  west  of 
it  The  Twenty-third  corps  closed  up  and  faced 
north-east,  to  guard  ag^Qst  an  attack  from  the 
direction  of  Atlanta.  The  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see moved  toward  Jonesboro'  in  two  columns, 
Hazen's  division.  Fifteenth  corps,*  in  advance. 
On  reaching  the  head  of  Flint  river,  about  a 
mUe  from  Jonesboro',  skirmishers  were  found 
on  the  opposite  bank.  After  a  lively  skhrmish 
the  Fifteenth  corps  effected  a  crossing,  where  it 
formed  and  intrenched. 

Kilpatrick's  cavahry  on  the  right  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  abo  made  a  crossing  this 
morning  and  attempted  to  push  their  way  to  the 
railroad.  While  advancing  with  this  object  in 
view,  the  rebel  infantry  attacked  him,  and 
forced  him  back  after  a  severe  struggle.  In- 
fantry supports  were  sent  up,  and  the  enemy 
checked.  Kilpatrick's  loss  was  about  one  hun- 
dred. His  assault  proved  that  the  enemy  were 
in  heavy  force  around  Jonesboro'.  and  intrenched. 

We  leani  that  Hardee's  and  Lee's  corps  com- 
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menced  arriving  at  Jonesboro'  early  this  morn- 
ing, leaving  in  Atlanta  Stewart's  corps,  and  tiie 
militia.  The  merest  tyro,  by  looking  at  the 
map,  can  see  the  dangers  of  this  disposition. 

The  country  south  of  Atlanta  is  the  finest 
surrounding  the  city.  The  soil  is  tolerably 
productive,  and  we  find  many  well-to-do  far- 
mers, but  few  large  planters.  A  mania  for 
sorgho  seems  to  be  raging.  Nine  farms  in  ten 
have  several  acres  of  it  growing  finely.  The 
crops  generally  consist  exclusively  of  com— one 
stalk  in  a  hill,  of  course.  We  find  plenty  of 
grazing  and  fursj^e  for  horses  and  cattle-droves, 
good  water  and  fine  roads.  Two  or  three  rusty 
mhabitants  have  come  in  our  lines,  who  profess 
to  have  been  concealed  for  many  months  from 
the  conscription  ofiicers.  These  are  the  only 
males  I  have  seen  on  the  march.  The  women 
and  children  are  totallv  bewildered.  They  say 
that  they  heard  a  cavafary  raid  was  coming,  and 
they  stare  stupidly  at  the  oceans  of  men  who 

Four  by  their  doors.  I  deliberately  assert  that 
have  never  seen  in  the  South  a  pretty  woman 
among  the  humbler  classes ;  and  the  children 
are  sallow,  attenuated  little  imps,  with  degen- 
erate livers.  No  wonder  they  had  but  two 
methods  of  disposing  of  people  who  came  down 
here  to  take  notes----one  to  entertain  them  at 
princely  mansions,  and  take  up  their  time  so 
luxurionsly  that  they  never  escaped  from  the 
aristocratic  orbit ;  the  other,  if  they  were  rebel- 
lious— the  halter. 

August  31 — 9  p.  M. — ^This  day  has  been 
big  with  history.  We  have  cut  the  rebel 
communications,  divided  their  army,  and  re- 
pulsed a  heavy  and  determined  assadt  on  our 
right  made  by  Hardee's  and  Lee's  corps — ^the 
flower  of  the  rebel  army  in  (Georgia.  The  suc- 
cess of  our  grand  movement  is  no  longer  prob- 
lematical ;  it  is  only  a  question  of  how  complete 
and  crushing  the  victory  will  be. 

During  last  night  the  tramp  and  rumble  of  a 
passing  column  were  heard  in  front  of  our  left 
and  centre.  It  was  the  massing  of  two  rebel 
corps  on  our  right  for  assault 

At  eight  o'clock  this  morning  Newton  moved 
his  division  into  column,  and  followed  Kimball 
and  Wood  in  an  easterly  direction.  Arriving  at 
the  edge  of  a  large  field  a  strong  rebel  line  of 
works  was  plainly  discerned  before  us  on  the 
west  bank  of  Crooked  or  Mud  creek.  Wood, 
who  had  the  advance,  promptly  moved  up  his 
artillery,  and  deploying  his  skirmishers  drove 
the  enemy  out  and  took  possession.  The  skir- 
mishers pushed  on,  crossed  the  creek  and  were 
soon  moving  right  ahead  on  the  double-quick  in 
pursuit  of  tne  enemy.  Shots  were  exchanged, 
but  no  casualties  resulted. 

Crossing  the  creek  at  Lee's  Mill,  Schofield's 
column  moved  oflf  to  the  left  toward  Rough  and 
Ready,  where  he  struck  the  Macon  railroad  at 
two  p.  M.  Stanley  struck  it  with  his  advance 
about  the  same  time.  Arriving  on  the  railroad, 
^  the  men  of  the  two  corps  commenced  throwing 
up  works,  while  details  tore  up  and  burned  the 
the  track  for  over  four  miles. 


The  men  had  encountef ed  no  opposition  after 
crossing  the  creek,  but  skirmishers  were  thrown 
out  to  prevent  surprise.  By  dark  strong  woiks 
had  been  constructed,  fiicing  east  and  south.aod 
all  night  the  destruction  continued. 

But  to  the  grand  event  of  the  day.  At  day^ 
break  the  Second  brigade  in  Hazen's  division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  advanced,  gallantly  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  a  prominent  hill,  whidi  gave 
our  artillery  command  of  Jonesboro'  and  the 
railroad,  now  less  than  one  half  mile  distant  A 
brigade  of  Osterhaus'  division  reinforced  the 
brigade  holding  the  hill,  and  the  troops  fell  to 
fortifying  the  position  immediately.  The  rest  of 
the  Fifteenth  corps  was  rapidly  brought  into 
position  on  the  new  line,  Hazen  occupying  the 
hill  nearest  the  enemy,  the  other  divisions,  Har- 
row's and  Osterhaus',  on  his  flanks  and  in  reserve. 
General  Corse's  division  of  the  Sixteenth  corps 
was  brought  forward  across  Flint  creek  and 
joined  LojgAn,  and  General  Wood's  division  of 
the  Seventeenth  corps  also  crossed  and  went 
into  position  on  the  left 

About  three  p.  m.,  the  enemy  suddenly  poured 
from  the  forests  in  front  of  Hazen's  position, 
and  formed  rigidly  into  line  for  assault  Oa 
Hazen's  right  ran  a  strip  of  wood ;  in  his  front 
over  which  the  enemy  advanced,  were  fields  of 
tall  corn  ;  on  his  left,  a  thick  and  sheltering  pine 
grove.  Lee's  corps,  in  four  lines,  advanced  gal- 
kutly  upon  Hazen,  while  Hardee's  ccm^s  at- 
tempted to  work  around  his  right,  where  he  was 
soon  engaged  with  Harrow's  division,  and  in 
pouring  a  converging  fire  on  Hazen's  and  the 
other  troops  occupying  the  hill.  The  assanlt 
was  a  desperate  one.  The  rebels  were  playii^ 
their  last  card,  and  they  fought  as  if,  foreseieinE 
failure,  they  courted  death.  They  swarmed 
through  the  waving  com  with  flaunlang  banners, 
and  rushed  on  our  works  without  wavering 
under  the  deadly  fire  pouring  into  their  thinning 
ranks. 

But  in  spite  of  their  superhuman  efforts,  not 
a  man  of  Lee's  corps  placed  foot  on  our  parapi^t 
Major-General  Fatten  ^Anderson,  commanding 
Hindman's  old  division  in  Lee's  corps,  fell  mor- 
tally wounded  within  thirty  yards  of  our  works. 
At  the  same  moment,  his  horse,  a  splendid 
animal,  toppled  over,  with  a  half  dozen  bullets 
dappling  his  glistening  coat  with  blood.  Brig- 
adier-General Cummings,  of  Stevenson's  divi- 
sion, also  fell,  desperately  wounded,  in  the  assanlt 
Two  of  General  Anderson's  staff  were  killed, 
and  lay  near  where  he  fell. 

The  force  of  the  first  assault  was  no  sooner 
broken,  than  a  second  line  came  surging  up,  to 
meet  with  no  better  fate.  Again  and  again  the 
enemy*  broke,  and  again  and  again  they  were 
rallied  and  led  back.  The  fighting  was  desper- 
ate fpr  two  hours,  but  at  no  time  can  there  be 
said  to  have  been  any  danger  in  it,  for  tiie  enemy 
had  struck  us  where  we  were  strongest  Gen- 
eral Howard  sent  two  regiments  of  General 
Wood's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Bfj^t's  brigade  of 
the  Seventeenth  corps,  to  Hazen's  assistance,  but 
the  gallant  Ohioan  would  have  weathered  Ae 
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itann  alooe.  Hazen  captured  one  hundred  and 
thirty  inisonera  and  two  stands  of  colors,  beside 
BID  J  rebel  wounded.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
tuemy  in  his  front  lost  one  thousand  men. 

On  tbe  right  of  Hazen,  Harrow's  division  was 
heayiljr  enga^^ed,  but  the  assault  was  much  fee- 
bler, though  it  cost  the  enemy  heavily. 

Oebome's  division  failing  to  make  any  im- 
presfflon  on  Harrow,  marched  down  to  our 
extrone  right  and  attacked  Kilpatrick,  holdine 
the  bn%e  over  Flint  river.  Kilpatrick  held 
fiera  at  bay  until  relieved  by  General  Giles  B. 
Saith's  division  of  the  Seventeenth  corps, 
which  repulsed  the  pugnacious  Hibernian  chief 
Without  aelay. 

"Hie  bas  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  during  the  as- 
matt  loots  up  thirty-one  killed,  one  hundred  and 
tweoly-aix  wounded,  four  missing.  Our  loss  in 
the  whole  affidr  will  not  exceed  two  hundred. 
We  pkyed  upon  the  enemy  with  two  batter- 
ka. 

lieutenaotOolonel  Myers,  Tenth  Mississippi, 
f£  into  our  hands  badly  wounded.  The  bodies 
flf  the  rebel  Colonel  Williams  and  Major  Barton 
fefi  into  our  hands  In  all,  seven  rebel  field- 
affioers  were  killed  and  wounded  in  Hazen's 
from.  It  was  remarked  that  the  officers 
hehaved  during  the  fight  with  perfect  reckless- 

Toward  ev^i^  the  Seventeenth  corps  ad- 
Tanoed^aod  went  into  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Fifteenth.  The  Sixteenth  corps  took  posi  tion  on 
fl»  right  of  the  Fifteenth,  and  faced  to  the  south- 

ttSt 

Sixty-eight  rebels,  all  badly  wounded,  are  col- 
bctad  in  one  of  Logan's  hospitals. 

The  two  rebel  corps  at  Jonesboro'  are  com- 
Mtnded  by  Hardee.  Mood  remained  in  Atlanta, 
iftboriog  under  the  hallucination  that  he  could 
hoU  the  city  with  our  whole  army  in  his  rear. 
Be,  DO  doubt,  instructed  Hardee  to  assault  us 
vheoever  he  came  upon  us.  Such  are  his  tac- 
tical llie  battles  of  the  twentieth,  twentv-seo- 
flod  and  twenty-eightii  of  July,  and  the  thirtv- 
int  of  August,  have  a  distinguished  family 
ntembjanoe.  AU  desperate  assaults-— all  bitter 
Mats  for  Hood. 

^iember  I^ — Another  day  of  erand,  decisive 
victwy.  Our  whole  army  turned  this  morning, 
like  an  aroused  giant,  upon  the  rebels  at  Jones- 
Wra',  and  at  the  hour  I  write  (nine  p.  m.),  we 
have  them  enclosed  on  three  siaes.  We  dare 
■Qthope  to  find  them  still  here  when  day  breaks 
tHBorrow. 

Tbe  Fourteenth  corps,  owing  to  the  accidents 
«f  poaitioii,  has  not  been  as  heavily  engaged 
mag  the  campaign  as  some  others.  To  day  it 
■tmsk  a  balance-sheet  by  the  most  successful, 
if  AM  &e  most  gallant  assault  of  the  summer. 

It  day-break  this  morning  the  Army  of  the 
TcKMssee  &ced  east,  opposite  Jonesboro,  and 
fmed  on  the  left  bv  the  Fourteenth  corps,  fao- 
■C  sooth-east,  ana  running  a  short  dishince 
iOMB  tbe  Maoon  railroad.  The  Fourth  and 
Tveaty-third  corps  commenced  advancing  down 
tf»  track  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the 


Fourteenth,  and  envelop  the  enemy's  right 
flank.  **  Montrose,"  who  was  on  that  part  of  the 
line,  gives  the  fuUowing  relation  of  the  events 
on  the  left  and  centre,  including  the  noble  charge 
of  the  Fourteenth  corps  : 

The  Fourth  corps  broke  camp  at  four  a.  m., 
and  Newton's  and  Kimball's  divisions  moved  di- 
rect upon  the  Macon  railroad,  which  they 
reached  at  five.  The  men  were  at  once  spread 
along  the  line  fronting  the  track,  and  at  a  given 
signal  tbe  ties  and  rails  were  lifted  from  their 
beds,  and  turned  over  like  the  sod  from  a  plough, 
the  whole  length  of  a  brigade  front.  In  a  half 
hour,  over  a  mile  and  a  1^  was  torn  up  and 
destroyed.  Another  advance  took  place  for  a 
mile  and  a  half,  when  the  operation  ^as  repeated. 
In  this  manner  the  two  divisions  marched,  tear- 
ing up  and  burning  everv  rail  from  Rough  and 
Ready  to  within  two  miles  of  Jonesboro',  a  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles,  where  they  formed  a  junction 
with  Wood,  and  advanced  to  position,  Kimball's 
division  joining  his  right  to  the  First  division 
of  the  Fourteenth  corps,  with  Newton  on  his 
left  Wood's  division  was  in  reserve.  The 
Twenly-third  corps,  which  followed  the  Fourth, 
came  up  about  this  time  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth 
and  went  into  position.  The  line  thus  formed 
was  something  in  the  form  of  the  capital  letter 
A,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  left,  the 
Fourth  and  Twenty-third  corps  on  the  right,  and 
the  Fourteenth  corps  on  the  flattened  apex  of 
the  letter.  At  four  o'clock  Davis  and  Stanley 
made  a  simultaneous  advance. 

Newton's  division  was  formed  with  Bradley 
on  the  left,  Opdyke  on  the  centre,  and  Wagner 
on  the  right  Moving  through  a  dense  woods 
of  three  hundred  yards,  the  whole  division  en- 
countered the  rebel  skirmishers  who  were  hur- 
riedly driven  back  upon  a  large  corn-field,  across 
which  the  whole  division  charged  in  ^s^ant 
style,  driving  the  enemy  from  their  barricades, 
and  capturing  about  fifty  prisoners. 

The  advance  was  in  two  lines.  General  Brad- 
ley's command  captured  a  rebel  hospital,  with 
two  hundred  wounded,  from  the  division  of 
Major-Gt^neral  Anderson,  who  was  killed  the 

grevious  day  by  Howard.    Lieutenant  Cox  and 
aptain  Tinney,  of  Wagner's  staff,  captured  six 
prisoners  in  person. 

I  have  but  few  particulars  of  Kimball's  divi- 
sion, owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  put  in  motion 
very  early,  and  I  had  no  chance  to  make  notes. 
The  division,  however,  advanced  behind  Wag- 
ner, but  as  Stanley  had  to  swing  round  his  corps 
on  the  left,  Kimball,  being  on  the  extreme  left, 
did  not  have  to  advance  far.  He  drove  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers,  however,  in  good  style,  cap- 
turing a  few  prisoners  and  their  skirmish-pits, 
with  slight  loss.  The  total  loss  in  the  corps 
did  not  exceed  fifty  men,  only  five  or  six  of 
whom  were  killed. 

Davis  formed  his  line  with  the  First  division, 
Brigadier-General  Garlin  on  the  left,  and  the 
Second  division,  Brigadier-General  Morgan,  join- 
ing the  Fifteenth  corps  on  the  right  Baird 
was  in  reserve.    The  line  was  formed  in  the 
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edge  of  the  woods,  a  half  circle,  with  the  two 
flanks  thrown  forward,  and  the  cenke  somewhat 
retired,  facing  a  large  corn-field  half  a  mile  wide, 
at  the  south-east  edge  of  which,  on  commanding 
ridges  the  enemj's  line  was  formed,  covering 
Joneshoro'.  The  rebel  skirmishers  were  in  the 
ravines  in  the  centre  of  the  field. 

The  brigades  on  the  line  were  as  follows: 
left  resting  on  the  railroad,  Colonel  Moore  of  the 
Bixty-ninth  Ohio,  commanding,  with  the  Seventy- 
fourth  Ohio,  reinforced  by  five  companies  of  the 
First  Wisconsin,  as  skirmishers;  second  the 
regular  brigade.  Major  Eddy  commanding,  with 
the  Sixteenth  infantry.  Captain  Barry,  as  skir- 
mishers ;  third.  Colonel  Simmes'  brigade ;  fourth, 
Colonel  Mitchell's  Ohio  brigade,  three  companies 
of  the  Ninety-eighth  Ohio,  Captain  Roach,  as 
skirmishers;  fifth.  Colonel  Dilworth's  (late 
McCook's)  brigade,  with  the  Fifty-second  Ohio, 
Major  Holmes,  as  skirmishers. 

Davis  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and  instantly 
the  long  line  of  skirmishers,  stretching  for  over 
a  mile,  conunenced  moving  rapidly  forward ;  at 
the  same  instant«the  two  lines  of  battle  followed, 
driving  the  rebel  skirmishers  bade  upon 
their  main  line  under  a  terrific  artillery  fire. 
Onward  upon  the  double-quick  the  regiments 
rushed,  receiving  volley  after  volley  that  made 
gaps  in  their  ranks,  but  as  quickly  the  line  was 
dressed,  and  they  never  halted  until  they  had 
got  up  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  works, 
when  volleys  of  grape  and  canister  made  the 
line  tremble.  It  wsA  a  critical  moment ;  some 
regiments  sbiwed  signs  of  haltine,  but  none 
flinched.  Still  forward  they  moved,  increasing 
their  speed  nntii  they  got  near  the  works,  when 
with  one  unearthly  yell  the  men  broke  into  a 
run,  and  forward  they  went,  Mitchell  left  and 
Lum  right,  charging  direct  upon  a  rebel  bat- 
tery of  four  guns  that  had  been  dealing  death 
into  them,  and  instantly  it  was  in  their  posses- 
sion. While  this  was  transpiring  on  the  left  of 
Mitchell,  hii  right  and  Dilworth  s  left  charged 
a  six-gun  rebel  battery,  whose  canister  had  cut 
down  Dilworth  and  many  brave  officers,  and 
captured  it,  together  with  General  Go  van,  com- 
manding a  brigade  in  Cleburne's  division,  and 
Captain  D.  C.  Williams,  his  Assistant  Adjutantr 
General. 

General  €h>van  subsequently  stated  to  Gen- 
eral Morgan  that  this  was  the  celebrated  Loo- 
mis'  Michigan  battery,  captured  by  him  from 
us  at  Chiclutmauga. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  details ;  suffice 
it  to  say  that  Davis'  whole  hue  carried  the  rebel 
works,  some  brigades  carrying  two  and  three 
lines,  which  were  very  strong  and  protected  by 
a  difficult  abatia,  over  which  the  men  charged 
with  difficulty. 

The  regular  brigade  carried  their  line  quite 
early)  after  one  regiment  had  been  slightly 
tbrown  oflf  its  guard  by  a  deadly  volley  of 
grape  and  canister,  and  got  out  of  ammunition 
whUe  holding  it  They  were  relieved  by  Epte's 
brij^e  of  Baird's  division,  who  held  the  works 
while  they  replenished   tiieir  cartridge-boxes, 


when  they  again  took  tiieir  position  and  hold  it 
to-day. 

Oar  artillery,  placed  on  slighfly  elevated 
ground,  mowed  down  the  enemy  behind  their 
works  on  the  skirmish  line  in  large  numbers, 
and  when  I  rode  over  the  field  the  foUowing 
morning,  I  am  certain  I  saw  at  least  three  hun- 
dred dead  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  oraps. 

Our  loss  is  about  one  half  of  that  of  the 
enemy,  who  suffered  largely  in  prisoners  and 
killed.  Davis  took  about  four  hundred  prisou- 
ers,  hioluding  the  Second  Kentucky  rebel  rai- 
ment, and  fifty  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  and  its 
flag,  which  are  the  trophies  of  Captain  Dumfree, 
of  the  Tenth  Michigan,  to  whom  Colonel  Lee, 
commanding  the  rebels,  surrendered. 

The  losses  in  the  command  are,  about:  Gbt- 
lin's  division,  Moore's  brigade,  two  hundred, 
including  Major  Carter,  in  hip;  Captain  Jen- 
kins, th^ ;  Oaptain  Perry,  mortally,  and  Lieo- 
tenant  Osborne,  slight ;  aU  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Indiana.  Lieutenant  Bailey,  killed,  and  Ueo- 
tenants  Pierson,  Murray,  and  Cunningham, 
wounded,  of  tiie  Sixty-ninth  Ohio. 

Eddy's  regular  brigade  about  three  hundred, 
including  Obtain  Kellogg,  EighteenUi  United 
States,  arm;  Lieutenant  Powell  and  Captain 
Burrows,  Eighteenth  United  States,  sli^t; 
Lieutenant  McConneU,  Sixteenth  United  States, 
slight ;  Lieutenant  Honey  and  Lieutenant  Knapp, 
Sixteenth,  wounded. 

Morgan's  division,  Lum's  brigade,  three  hun- 
dred, mcluding  Colonel  Grover,  Seventeenth 
New  York,  severe ;  Major  Bamett,  Tenth  Michi- 
gan, killed;  Captain  Klnox,  Tenth  Michigan, 
killed,  and  Captain  Turbis,  Tenth  Michigan, 
wonnded. 

Dilworth's  brigade,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  including  Colonel  Dilworth,  serious ;  Cap- 
tain B.  L.  Anderson,  Dilworth's  Adjutant,  arm, 
slight;  Captain  Charles,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  killed;  Major  Holmes, 
Ftffy-second  Ohio,  slight;  Captain  Snodgrass, 
commanding  Twenty-second  Indiana,  and  the 
following  officers  of  this  regiment :  Lieutenant 
Graves,  wounded;  Lieutenant  Neland,  w(»md- 
ed;  Lieutenant  Rig^s,  wounded;  Lieutenant 
Rennine,  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Tinson,  killed ; 
Lieutenant  Mosier,  slight  Major  Riker,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-filth  Illinois,  severe ;  Cap- 
tain Young,  Fifty-fifth  IDinois,  slight ;  Lieuten- 
ant Collins,  One  Hundred  and  'Tenth  fllinois, 
severe. 

Mitchell's  Ohio  brigade,  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  including  Adjutant  Reeves,  Ninety-seventh 
Ohio,  killed  ;  Captain  Black,  Seventy-eighth  Il- 
linois, wounded;  Lieutenant  Long,  Seventy- 
eighth  Illinois,  killed ;  Major  Green,  Seventy- 
eighth  lUinois,  wounded;  Lieutenant  Fuller, 
Thirty-foiu-th  Dlinois,  wounded ;  Lieutenant 
Garver,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio,  wounded, 

Este's  brigade,  which  relieved  the  regular 
brigade,  lost  a  few.  Our  loss  in  the  Fourteenth 
corps  will,  therefore,  be  about  one  thomaod 
one  hundred  and  twenty-flve,  a  very  small  pro- 
portion of  whom  were  iilled. 
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Morgan  and  Garlin  handled  their  commands 
with  conaommate  skill,  and  deserve  to  share 
with  the  brave  fighter,  Davis,  a  share  of  the 
booor  of  this  most  decisive  and  gallant  charge. 
This  is  Davis*  first  fight  as  a  corps  commander, 
ind  as  snob  he  has  proved  himself  equal  to  the 
tttk.  It  is  a  victory  that  will  hand  him  and  his 
eoqw  down  to  posterity. 

I  have  but  briefly  and  inadequately  sketched 
the  general  charge,  and  leave  details  to  a  more 
coDTeoient  moment  when  the  corps  halts,  and  I 
can  sake  more  complete  memoranda. 

During  the  ^ht,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
Bade  strong  diveniions  along  their  lines.  The 
Sereoteenth  corps  moved  to  the  extreme  right, 
tod  supported  by  the  Sixteenth  corps,  made 
ftroig  demonstrations  on  the  enemy's  left,  in 
&Tor  of  the  Fourteenib  corps. 

September  2 — 6  a.  m.— The  enemy  have  gone. 
The  toils  were  drawing  around  them  too  closely, 
lodno  salvation  remained  save  in  precipitate 
retreat  In  the  gray  of  dawn  this  morning, 
their  withdrawal  was  discovered.  A  detach- 
Beot  (i  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  started  im- 
nediatdy  in  pursuit,  passing  through  the 
dihpidated  to^#n  of  Jonesboro'.  What  a  situation 
far  a  General  who  has  vaunted  his  power  to 
fmi  aoy  further  flanking  movements.  Two  thirds 
of  his  army,  shattered  by  battle,  is  falling  back 
Ittstfly  to  &e  south,  while  the  remainder  has  not 
oiiiy  been  compelled  to  leave  the  defences  of 
Atlanta  without  a  direct  blow,  but  is  circuitously 
narching  for  dear  life  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  humbled,  ruined  corps  of  Lee  and  Hardee, 
trembling  ac  every  gunshot  The  enemy  at  this 
moment  cannot  tell^  wjien  a  collision  at  anv 
point  occurs,  whether  we  are  striking  at  him  witn 
i  Bqoad  of  troopers  or  with  our  whole  army. 

Many  stragglers  are  coming  in,  mainly  from 
8.  D,  Lee's  corps.  They  report  with  unanimity 
^  Hardee  retreated  south  last  ni^ht  as  far  as 
the  McDonough  road.  Upon  reaching  that  thev 
aarched  east  to  the  main  road  running  soutn 
from  Atlanta  through  McDonough.  S.  D.  Lee's 
corps  in  advance,  turned  north,  and  at  last  ac- 
counts were  marching  in  that  direction,  en- 
deavoring to  form  a  junction  with  a  portion  of 
the  army  left  at  Atlanta — which  is  presumed  to 
he  retreating,  and  is  undoubtedly  doing  so,  if 
Hood  has  anv  military  sagacity. 

10  A.  JL — ^m  Jonesboro',  and  watching  one  of 
the  most  imposing  sights  of  the  war.  Our 
tnay  is  marching  through  the  village,  in  double 
cubrnns,  corps  aSrter  corps,  all  with  flags  flying, 
ud  brass  and  field  bands  playing  with  unwonted 
nenre.  The  men  cheer  joyously.  Their  burdens 
of  musket,  knapsack,  and  intrenching  tools  are 
feathers,  evidently.  Everything  is  allegro  with 
them  this  morning.  The  campaign  for  Atlanta 
ift  at  an  end,  and  they  are  headed  southward  for 
the  new  campaign.  For  the  first  time  the  whole 
Soath-west  is  open  to  them,  bread  and  meat 
permitting. 

The  captured  battle-flags  are  trailed  overhead 
Vj  the  regiments  who  wrested  them  from  the 
oemy  over  his  trenches. 


Jonesboro*  contains  about  forty  scattered 
bouses.  From  several  of  them  white  flags  are 
thrust  out,  and  I  observe  that  in  all  the  jeers 
^led  out  by  these  unnecessary  symbols  of 
submission,  the  name  of  Vallandigham  is  very 
pervasive.  A  few  dirt-colored  innabitants  re- 
main, and  have  taken  their  station  at  front  gates 
to  gape  at  the  solid  columns  of  Yankees  sweep- 
ing down  the  road.  They  say  that  for  the  last 
two  days  the  village  has  been  visited  by  a  great 
many  shells,  and  that  the  inhabitants  took  refuge 
in  caves  and  cellars.  They  describe  the  retreat 
of  tlie  enemy,  last  night,  as  verv  confused  and 
hasty.  Darkness  had  barely  fallen  when  it  be? 
gan,  the  wagons  moving  first,  running  hither 
and  thither  to  escape  the  rain  of  shells  from  our 
batteries.  The  infantry  passed  through  in 
heavy,  straggling  masses,  having  every  appear- 
ance of  being  thoroughly  whipped  and  disheart- 
ened. By  three  a.  m.  their  rear  guard  evacuated 
Jonesboro',  and  we  find  them  flown^just  as  we 
anticipated.  As  we  lay  enveloping  Jonesboro' 
last  night,  girdling  their  discomfited  army,  onr 
six  corps  closed  compactly  on  three  sides  of  the 
opposing  two  corps,  the  thought  came  to  many 
like  an  electric  tnrill :  Shall  we  capture  them  T 
Those  familiar  with  war  and  its  chances,  thrust 
the  flattering  thought  aside  resolutely,  but  it 
insisted  on  dancing  back  again  seductively.  I 
have  heard  several  say  querously,  this  morn- 
ing, that  we  should  have  bagged  the  entire 
rebel  command  had  such  and  such  corps  closed 
up  and  attacked  while  daylight  lasted.  Doubt- 
ful, very.  But  such  is  human  nature.  We  have 
divided  the  rebel  army,  whipped  it  in  detail, 
shattered  it  beyond  speedy  repair,  and  proba- 
bly captured  a  great  city,  yet  there  are  to  be 
found  ihose  who  have  their  regrets  that  some- 
thing large  has  not  l)^en  accomplished. 

11  ▲.  M. — Atlanta  has  faUen.  A  few  mo- 
ments since  General  Thomas  received  a  despatch 
stating  that  the  Twentieth  corps  occupies  the 
city.  The  infinite  labor  and  bloodshed  of  four 
long,  wearisome,  deepless  months  has  received 
a  reward  even  richer  than  we  hoped  for.  The 
siege  of  the  Gate  City  is  over.  We  were  cer- 
tain  it  must  fall,  but  &ere  is  something  intense- 
ly grateful  in  saving  it  has  fallen.  Cheering 
has  broken  out  in  the  marching  columns  with 
redoubled  violence-'not  a  batue-cheer,  but  a 
round,  rich,  glorious  volume,  heroic  in  intona- 
tion, and  containing,  somehow,  a  music  deeper 
and  grander  than  the  ineUowest  and  most  in- 
spuring  diapason  of  a  dozen  organs,  such  as  they 
drown  discord  with  in  Boston. 

Communication  with  the  rear  has  hitherto 
been  by  the  way  of  Sandtown  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, and  it  now  becomes  a  question  of  vast 
interest  to  correspondents  to  know  the  shortest 
safe  route  to  the  North,  where  we  naay  spread 
before  a  gladdened  nation  the  rich  oil  and  wine 
that  we  hope  to  express  from  our  ripening  note- 
books. By  the  road  runuine  directly  north'we 
are  but  twenty  miles  from  Auanta ;  by  the  route 
in  use  since  the  movement  commenced  we  are 
more  than  double  that  distance.    The  first  has 
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never  been  traversed  by  an  armed  Federal  sol- 
dier— belongs,  in  fact,  to  the  unexplored  region 
into  which  literary  non-combatants  seldom  £ave 
the  curiosity  to  penetrate.  But  Mr.  D.  P.  Conynff-- 
ham,  of  the  New  York  Herald,  and  myself 
propose  to  be  the  Speke  and  Grant  of  a  recon- 
noissance  in  that  direction,  influenced  possibly, 
beside  other  weighty  motives,  by  a  desu^e  to  be 
the  first  of  Sherman  s  ^rand  army  of  flankers  to 
enter  Atlanta.  Our  horses  are  saddled,  and 
with  pockets  crammed  full  of  notes  from  which, 
if  we  are  captured,  the  enemy  may  possibly 
extract  a  little  aid,  but  not  a  grain  of  comfort, 
we  cast  loose  from  Sherman's  noble,  victorious 
army,  still  pouring  densely  down  the  road, 
headed  south — due  south. 

7  p.  M. — ^In  Atlanta,  after  a  funny,  adven- 
turous ride.  Reaching  the  cavalry  on  the  left 
•f  our  army,  Genwal  Garrard's  trusty  division, 
we  halted  to  learn  if  we  could  pass  into  Atlanta 
from  the  south  with  safety.  Our  design  seemed 
fool-hardy  when  we  ascertained  that  no  direct 
communication  with  oiur  troops  there  had  yet 
been  established.  General  Garrard,  however, 
concluded  to  send  out  a  reconnoitering  party 
•ver  the  road,  to  ascertain  if  the  city  could  be 
reached  by  that  route.  Captain  J.  F.  Newcomer, 
commanding  General  Garrard's  escort,  and  Lieu- 
tenant W.  C.  Rickard,  Provost-Marshal  on  Bre- 
vet Brigadier-General  Wilder's  staflf,  with  forty- 
men,  were  despatched,  and,  with  the  correspond- 
ents of  the  Commercial  and  the  New  York 
Herald,  this  detachment  was  the  first  to  reach 
Atlanta  from  Sherman's  main  army,  twe^ty  miles 
distant,  operating  without  a  base. 

During  this  ride  we  were,  no  doubt,  watched 
from  ambuscades  by  many  rebel  stragglers, 
recent  traces  of  whom  were  plentiful  Armed 
Yankees  had  never  before  been  seen  on  the 
road,  and  as  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of 
Atlanta  had  not  spread  through  the  country, 
our  riding  leisurely  toward  the  city  was  viewed 
by  the  few  inhabitants  of  the  wayside  farm- 
houses with  unfeigned  astonishment  At  Rough 
and  Ready  Station,  on  the  Macon  railroad,  eleven 
miles  south  of  Atlanta,  we  found  a  few  squalid 
women  and  children  collected  around  the  door- 
steps— the  desolation  broken  only  by  the  morose 
drone  of  a  spinning-wheel,  llie  glamour  of 
despair  hung  over  the  hamlet. 

A  few  more  miles  were  passed,  when  a  shot 
from  our  vedettes  excited  our  interest  In  a 
moment  we  found  they  had  captured  an  ancient 
negro,  mounted  on  a  brisk  mule,  who  was  en- 
deavoring to  escape,  when  the  shot  compelled 
him  to  heave-to.  I  have  seen  terror  in  many 
stages,  but  never  a  more  undisguised  variety 
than  was  shown  by  this  fugacious  African.  His 
black  hide  had  been  bleached  in  a  moment  to  a 
smoky  canary-color ;  his  dangling  legs  oscillated 
dizzily  with  nervous  relaxation,  and  his  eyes 
were  immovably  open  as  those  of  a  plaster 
bust  If  fear  ever  distilled  anything  to  a  jelly, 
this  sable  party  would  have  melted  into  a 
f  trange,  palpitating  mass.  In  answer  to  a  query 
as  to  where  he  belonged,  he  managed  to  gasp : 


**  Mum — ^m — ^m — mum — Mr.  Ferguson." 

In  the  course  of  another  five  minutes  we  as- 
certained that  the  mule  he  strode  belonged  to 
the  same  gentlemen. 

Taking  the  African  in  tow,  we  reached  a  fine 
house  beside  the  road,  the  entire  family  being 
seated  upon  the  verandah.  This  was  Mr.  Fer- 
guson and  his  flock.  The  negro  was  requested 
to  dismount  The  saddle  was  thrown  from  his 
mule  and  the  animal  taken  in  charge  by  a  troop- 
er, while  another  impressed  the  negro's  services 
in  getting  his  girths  taut  Tliis  done,  the  black- 
amoor was  requested  to  deliver  our  respects  to 
the  ladies,  in  a  tone  intended  possibly  to  reach 
them  at  first  hand,  which  he  gurgled  he  would 
be  "  suah"  to  do,  and  we  rode  on. 

When  within  four  and  a  half  miles  of  &e 
cihr,  we  halted  at  an  unpretending  hoose  for 
refreshment,  and  found  there  an  elderly  and 
exceedingly  garrulous  lady,  whose  manner  led 
us  to  fear  instantly  that  she  was  determined  to 
protest  too  much. 

**  God  bless  you  Yankees  I  why  didn't  you  let 
me  know  ?  should  have  had  a  hot  meal." 

Then  dropping  her  voice  mj|teriouflly,  she 
continued : 

"  I've  got  two  little  boys  with  you-uns — nice 
little  boys — Union  boys.  Didn't  you  ever  meet 
anyof  tiie  McCools  ?" 

We  had  never  met  the  McCools. 

Wliile  quaffing  a  glass  of  milk,  one  of  &e 
escort  noticed  that  the  bed-spread  in  the  next 
room  seemed  a  little  plethoric  toward  the  middle. 
He  tiuned  it  down  and  discovered — not  a  quiv- 
ering virgin — ^but  five  guns  duly  loaded  and 
capped.  In  another  bed,  concealed  in  the  same 
manner,  were  two  more  giuis.  We  ventured  to 
ask  our  obsequious  host^s  why  so  many  small 
arms  were  cultivated  about  her  premises. 
Without  a  moment's  hesitation,  and  witii  a  voice 
whose  honeyed  accents  would  have  been  irre- 
sistible had  they  issued  from  a  younger  and 
prettier  neighborhood,  she  replied : 

"  Oh,  dear,  now !  my  youngest— Johnny — did 
you  never  meet  Johnny  McCool? — was  skh  a 
great  hand  to  hunt  Nay,  do  now  have  some 
more  butter.*' 

I  fear  we  ruined  young  Nimrod's  armory, 
(which  we  could  hardly  consider  complete  with- 
out a  battenr  of  artillery),  by  breaking  to  pieces 
his  seven  fowling-pieces,  which,  by  the  way, 
bore  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  army  mus- 
kets. 

On  reaching  East  Point,  we  came  upon  the 
rebel  defences  of  Atlanta,  and  upon  unfinished 
works,  which  showed  that  they  were  expect- 
ing Sherman  to  strike  at  them  there.  We  came 
within  a  mile  of  the  city,  and  still  met  no  trace 
of  our  troops.  Just  as  we  entered  the  suburbs, 
we  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  blue  uniform.  One  of 
our  escort  dashed  forward  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  in  a  moment  we  had  grasped  each  other  by 
the  hand,  with  hearts  swelling  with  something 
akin  to  tenderness.  Groups  closed  around  us, 
and  drank  in  the  glorious  news  it  was  our 
privilege  to  be  the  first  to  impart,  and  the  en- 
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ftmiasm  &e  relation  gave  rise  to  took  epigram- 
Bttdc  form  in  many  cases,  in  the  suggestion 
Ihftt  it  was  bad  news  for  the  Chicago  CoDven- 
tioo.  Sore  enough,  there  was  our  flag  placidly 
vaTing  in  the  ^^ight  To  our  loving  eyes 
there  seemed  something  e£fn]gent  about  it,  and 
18  night  fell  its  colors  came  out,  to  our  excited 
TisioD,  more  and  more  plainly.  A  few  weeks 
^o  I  dambered  up  a  look-out  at  a  signal-station 
on  oar  left,  and  gazed  upon  the  bristling 
trenches  of  tiie  enemy,  their  frowning  guns,  and 
defiant  flan  and  wondered  as  I  gazed,  how 
iDd  when  1  should  enter  there.  Little  did  I 
dream  that  it  would  be  from  the  south,  and 
threading  the  road  through  the  forts  from 
whose  embrasures  deserted  guns  would  look 
m  a  bnehr,  stem,  but  meaning  welcome.  Lit- 
tle did  I  Uiink  Uiat  the  mesh  of  yawning  ditches, 
tovering  parapets,  tangled  abatis,  and  imprac- 
ticable chewxux  cte  /rue  would  be  silently  car- 
ried by  a  battle  whose  thunder  should  be 
isaodible  in  the  s^^ets  of  the  city  for  the  mas- 
tery of  which  it  was  fubninated — bjr  a  subtle 
idea,  matured  in  the  wonderful  brain  of  the 
Gonmanding  Greueral,  and  by  the  integrity,  and 
coinage,  and  morale  of  the  immense  army  he 
has  marshalled  to  a  victory  which  must  affect 
flie  destinies  of  the  country  and  of  the  human 
noe  itself. 

Hood,  no  doubt,  was  quickly  apprised  of  the 
m&Torable  issue  of  Hardee's  assault  on  the 
fliirtf-first  of  August  on  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
Mssee.  With  his  rail  commtmications  severed, 
afl  supplies  cut  off,  and  more  than  half  of  his 
anaj  defeated  in  attack,  and  impotent  for  de- 
face against  the  hosts  pushing  upon  it,  it  is 
phin  that  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the 
town,  and  endeavor  to  imite  his  army  once 
iBore,  now  most  critically  divided  ana  men- 
iced.  On  the  morning  of  the  flrst  orders  were 
issoed  in  Atlanta  for  an  evacuation  that  night, 
and  though  confided  at  first  to  the  army  com- 
■  ffiaoders  alone,  and  to  those  citizens  whose 
,  wel£ure  they  had  especially  at  heart,  it  was 
blown  over  the  city  by  the  afternoon,  and  fell 
H^  a  tiiunder-clap  upon  the  unsuspectine 
iahabitantB,  who  but  a  day  or  two  ago  had 
l»«i  hilarious  over  the  withdrawal  of  Sher- 
ffian.  They  thought  him  foiled,  and  put  to  a 
list  tnnnp  of  building  railroads  and,  possibly, 
^ig^ing  canals.  Every  vehicle  in  the  city  was 
'  ^^ligfat  into  requisition  by  fugacious  families, 
i  ^y^8t  fr^  i«d  bond  alike,  were  arrested 
^  «ad  started  south  on  foot  Shopkeepers 
picked  up  their  scanty  wares,  or  found  places 
^bere  they  concealed  them.  The  confusion 
intensified  as  night  came  on,  and  I  am  lold 
J*t  the  scene  beggared  description.  The 
wees  of  most  of  the  citizens  wore  a  look  of 
despair  as  they  turned  their  backs  upon  their 
nomee.  from  which  they  were  driven  so  unex- 
pectedly. The  streets  were  cluttered  with 
'  J[y°*»  totterine  under  hasty,  ill-adjusted 
\  "ids ;  the  sidew&s  swarmed  with  two  classes 
"^  f^tives  and  the  wreckers.  For  be  it 
^^i'i^u  that  in  the  last  hours  of  the  rebel  occu- 


pation of  Atlanta,  thousands  of  the  lower 
classes,  who  proposed  to  remain,  fell  to  plun- 
dering the  abandoned  houses  and  stores  as  soon 
as  their  owners  disappeared.  Staff  officers 
dashed  from  point  to  point  with  gloomy  fgices, 
while  drunken  soldiers  brawled  ak)ng  the  ban- 
quettes, and  cursed  alike  the  citizens  they  en- 
countered and  the  patrols  that  dragged  them  to 
their  commands.  What  pen  can  do  justice  to 
the  scene  of  rapine,  of  anguish,  of  terror,  of 
stealthy  riot  and  brutality,  which  had  risen 
throueh  the  thin  crust,  barely  hiding  the  hide- 
ous elements  that  go  to  make  up  Southern 
society  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jefferson  Davis. 

With  railroads  cut  on  all  sides,  the  trains  in 
Atlanta,  consisting  of  eighty-three  cars  and 
seven  locomotives,  could  not  be  saved.  The 
cars  were  loaded  with  the  ammunition  in 
Atlanta,  and  divided  into  four  trains.  They 
were  taken  out  on  the  Augusta  railroad,  about 
a  mile  from  the  city,  where  the  engines  were 
detached  and  dashed  into  each  omer  at  the 
highest  speed.  The  cars  were  fired,  and  for 
about  an  hour  the  most  appalling  explosions 
ensued,  making  the  very  earth  tremble.  The 
wreck  of  these  cars  has  been  visited  by  thou- 
sands since  our  occupation.  Fragments  of 
wood  and  iron  were  hurled  to  an  immense 
distance,  while  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  is 
torn  up,  blackened  and  scarred  for  hundreds  of 
yards.  Over  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton, 
piled  up  in  the  southern  suburbs  of  the  city, 
were  also  given  to  the  torch. 

During  the  afternoon.  Hood  ordered  what 
army  provisions  remained  after  filling  his  trains 
to  be  given  to  citizens,  and  considerable  quan- 
tities were  thus  distributed.  There  were  but 
six  days'  supplies  for  the  army  in  Atlanta,  and 
we  found  the  report  that  Hooid  was  subsisting 
his  troops  from  hand  to  mouth,  so  long  preva- 
lent in  our  army,  to  be  true.  During  the  after- 
noon, specific  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of 
Stewarts  corps  and  the  militia  were  issued,  and 
about  sunset  the  latter  were  withtlrawn  from 
the  trenches.  When  they  were  fairly  on  the 
road,  Stewart's  corps  followed,  all  being  en  route 
by  midnight,  except  the  cavalry,  a  brigade  or 
two  of  infantry,  and  the  pickets.  These  latter 
remained  untU  the  advance  of  the  Twentieth 
corps  neared  the  city  on  the  morning  of  the 
second. 

The  explosion  of  ammunition  was,  of  course, 
heard  at  the  position  of  the  Twentieth  corps, 
but  seven  miles  distant;  and  though  General 
Slocum  had  received  no  intelligence  of  Sher- 
man's great  success,  he  was  not  unprepared  to 
find  Hood  gone  any  morning,  and  the  explosions 
convinced  him  that  the  wiUidrawal  was  taking 
place.  He  instantly  issued  orders  to  his  divi- 
sion commanders.  Generals  Ward,  WiUiams  and 
Geary,  to  send  out  each  a  heavy  reconnoissance 
at  daybreak  the  morning  of  the  second. 

About  one  thousand  men  were  detailed  from 
each  division,  and  at  five  a,  m.  pushed  forwiyrd 
on  neighboring  roads  leading  into  Atlanta,  on 
tiiie  north  and  north-west     Encountering  no 
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opposition,  thej  pushed  rapidly  forward,  and  at 
eight  o'clock  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  intrench- 
ments,  so  lately  peopled  with  enemies,  but  now 
silent  and  deserted. 

Advancing  rapidly,  Colonel  Cobnm,  command- 
ing General  Ward's  reconiioissance,  entered  the 
enemy's  works,  encountering  in  the  subnrbs 
Mayor  Calhoun,  of  Atlanta,  and  a  deputation  of 
the  City  CodnciL  The  former  nervously  pre- 
sented a  paper,  surrendering  the  city  and  ask- 
ing protection.  Colonel  Cobum  refused  to 
receive  the  paper  for  informality,  and  directed 
that  another  snould  be  drawn  up.  Mayor  Cal- 
houn invited  several  of  General  Ward's  staff  to 
accompany  him  to  the  Court-house,  where  the 
document  should  be  made  en  reals,  promising 
at  the  same  time  to  expel  the  drunken  rebel 
stragglers,  who  were  lingering  in  the  streets, 
and  were  disposed  to  skirmish  with  our  ad- 
vance. He  immediately  took  measures  to  effect 
the  last,  and  accompanied  by  the  officers  whose 
names  are  offered  in  attest,  he  returned  to  the 
Conrt-house,  and  the  following  document  was 
drawn  up : 

jkTLiNTA,  Gboboia,  September  2, 1864. 

Brngadier-Qeneral  Ward,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Twentieth  Corps: 
Sir:  The  fortunes  of  war  have  placed  the 
city  of  Atlanta  in  yoiur  hands,  and  as  Mayor  of 
the  city,  I  ask  protection  to  non-combatants  and 
private  property. 

Jas.  M.  CxLHotm, 

Mayor  of  Atlanta. 

Attest^H.  W.  Scott,  Captain  and  A.  A.  G. ; 
A.  W.  Tibbetts,  Captain  and  A.  D.  C/;  J.  P. 
Thompson,  Lieutenant  and  Provost-Marshal. 

The  preliminary  formalities  thus  disposed  of. 
our  tcoops  entered  the  city  with  music  and 
flags,  marching  proudly  erect  The  inhabitants 
looked  on  sullenly  for  the  most  part,  though 
there  were  an  over-proportion  of  females  who 
held  their  smiles,  like  other  favors,  at  a  cheap 
rate.  Some  peered  timidly  from  behind  blinds ; 
others  ate  their  humble  pie  morosely  and  un- 
flinchingly on  the  street  comers ;  and,  no  doubt, 
some  innocent  old  ladies  were  duly  concealed 
in  impracticable  places,  to  avoid  a  fate  which 
they  flattered  themselves  was  imminent  A 
fine  flagstaff  was  found  on  the  Franklin  Print- 
ing House  where  the  Memphis  Appeal  has  been 
printed ;  the  Stripes  and  Stars  were  soon  flung 
to  the  calm,  sunny  air,  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
brave  men  who  had  fought  for  so  many  weary, 
consuming  days  to  place  it  there. 

General  Slocum  established  his  headquarters 
at  the  Trout  House,  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
city,  overlooking  the  public  square. 

In  the  forts  around  Atlanta  eleven  heavy 
guns,  mainly  sixty-four-pounders,  were  left  by 
9ie  enemy.  They  were  too  heavy  for  speedy 
removal,  and  fell  into  our  hands,  still  mounted 
in, position  and  without  serious  injury.  About 
three  thousand  muskets,  in  good  order,  stored 
in  various  parte  of  the  city,  were  found ;  also 


three  locomotives  in  running  order,  which 
seem  to  have  been  overlooked.  Lufe  quan- 
tities of  manufactured  tobacco  (which  now 
forms  part  of  the  rebel  soldier's  ration),  were 
discovered,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  the  army.  Between  one  and  two 
hundred  stn^glers,  the  majority  of  them  very 
drunk,  were  Mied  from  their  hiding-places  and 
placed  under  gimrd  at  the  Courthouse.  Some 
of  our  convalescent  wounded,  disguiBed  as  rebel 
privates,  fell  into  our  hands.  The  uniformB 
were  furnished  by  humble  Union  people  in  the 
city,  of  whom,  if  we  may  believe  the  masquer- 
aders,  there  are  several  hundred,  whose  faith 
has  been  well-attested  by  constant  attentions  to 
our  wounded  prisoners — bo  constant,  in  &ct, 
that  the  authorities  grew  jealous,  and  finally 
denied  citizens  access  to  the  hospitals. 

From  first  impressions  I  should  say  that  not 
more  l^n  one  eighth  of  the  inhabitants  rmnain, 
and  those  ahnost  exclusively  of  tiie  humble 
class.  There  are  a  goodly  number,  however, 
who  have  cut  the  Confederate  cause,  and  who 
have  been  long  awaiting  the  opportunity. 
Nearly  all  of  the  local  railway  employes  remain. 
They  are  alreadv  snuffing  the  chances  of  em- 
ployment under  the  new  regime.  One  thing  has 
struck  me  in  conversation  with  the  citizens. 
They  evidently  have  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
we  shall  ever  relax  our  hold  upon  Atlanta.  Our 
reputation  for  tenacitv  is  at  the  highest  among 
these  newly-acquired  inhabitants  of  Lincoln- 
dom. 

The  city  is  larger  than  I  anticipated,  its  extent 
indicating  ^at  it  contained,  before  the  siege,  a 
population  of  twenty  thousand.  It  has  a  look  of 
newness  indigenous  to  railway  centres ;  but  it 
is  well  built,  and  has  more  solidity  Hian  nine 
tenths  of  cities  that  owe  their  rise  to  the  reflec- 
tive habits  of  the  man  who  thought  turned 
wheels  would  produce  locomotion.  Many  of 
the  residences,  especially  as  you  leave  the  cen- 
tre of  the  city,  have  the  florid  ornamentation  of 
the  Gothic  and  Italian  villa,  and  are  very  freuh 
and  pretty  in  their  uniform  white  paint  and 
shrubbery  surroundings.  In  the  business  quar- 
ter the  buildings  are  of  brick,  compact  and  lofty, 
and  of  modem  architecture. 

The  depot  is,  as  it  has  a  right  to  be,  in  tiie 
centre  of  tho  city.  It  is  commodious,  and 
though  needing  paint,  is  in  good  repair,  save  the 
ticket  offices,  which  need  glazing  and  refitting. 
Adjoining  the  depot  is  a  public  square,  contain- 
ing about  three  acres  of  ground.  It  is  now 
encumbered  with  estray  hospital  bunks,  broken 
boxes,  miscellaneous  dSbris,  flanked  (which  is 
reversing  the  usual  order)  by  little  fmtches  of 
sward.  Several  young  poplars  shoot  up  slen- 
derly, but  their  aspiring  trunks  are  so  be^awn 
that  I  fear  the  wandering;  animals  aronna  them 
will  complete  the  work  of  chewing  them  down. 
The  "  square"  is  surrounded  by  an  open  board 
fence,  strangely  intact 

There  are  several  good-looking  churches, 
the  most  handsome  of  them  being  near  tieigh- 
bora  in  a  cluster,  a  square  from  the  depot    Tlie 
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Gotni^ioine  is  a  fair  epecimen  of  the  American 
public  buildiDg.  It  has  one  green  block,  all  to 
itKlf,  and  a  himdaome  cnpola.  The  streets  are 
not  regularly  laid  out,  shooting  out  occasionally 
at  acote  angles,  and  only  the  leading  ones  are 
ptTed.  The  others  are  firm  and  hard,  but  I 
hDcj,  from  the  texture  of  the  soil,  that  mud 
■uiBt  be  abundant  in  the  rainy  season.  Save  the 
tiiree  or  four  blocks  in  ihe  ceutre  of  the  city,  the 
boQtes  are  straggling,  with  spacious  yards  and 
cvdms;  not  straggling  enough  to  render  the 
oiitaiices  magnificent,  but  yet  not  unpretending. 
iJtogether,  Atlanta  has  an  exceedingly  brisk 
and  *"  otified"  air.  Its  business  has  been  large, 
as  one  can  tell  by  studying  the  sign-boards,  than 
vhich,  perhaps,  no  better  method  exists  of  gaug- 
ing the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  a  town.  The 
stores  are  well  fitted  up,  and  several  of  the 
hrger  ones  look  distineui^ed,  even  in  their 
gnptinets.  The  hotels,  wee  or  four  in  number, 
are  spacious,  but  decidedly  the  worse  for  wear. 
Wi&  the  exception  of  the  Trout  House,  they 
are  nearly  empty  ;  and  the  latter  is  by  no  means 
IB  tbofoogh  running  order. 

The  ruiBS  of  several  large  buildings,  by  fire, 
are  observable  on  the  principal  streets.  Borne 
of  them  are  of  ancient  date,  and  but  one,  citizens 
8SJ,  resulted  from  our  firing.  The  extensive 
CBr«bops  have  not  been  destroyed,  but  their 
machinery  was  sent,  two  months  ago,  to  Macon 
and  other  points.  None  of  the  buUdings  in  the 
city  were  nred  at  the  evacuation. 

As  a  point  of  recuperation  to  the  annv  sick 
tad  woundctd,  of  repair  of  material,  ana  as  a 
d^wtof  supplies,  Atlanta  will  be  of  inestimable 
Tafoe  in  the  future  military  operations  in^the 
Sooth. 

Hardly  a  house  in  AUanta  has  escaped  damage 
torn  the  shells  which,  far  over  a  month,  have 
htm,  hurled  at  it  I  have  known  a  single  bat- 
toy  to  throw  nine  hundred  shells  into  the  city, 
kpitoeen  dark  and  daylight.  This  was  largely  in 
wetm  ot  the  average  ;  but  ihe  shelling  has  been 
t«fy  heavj  throughout  The  majority  of  the 
noh  in  the  city  are  torn,  and  the  walls  scarred. 
About  half  a  dozen  fires  resulted  from  the  firing. 
Iq  the  room  where  I  slept  last  evening,  the  wall 
vas  garnished  with  a  ragged  orifice,  made  by  a 
fragment  of  shell,  and  in  the  adjoining  apart- 
neat  was  a  chair,  partiaUy  demolished  by  the 
aaae  irate  noessenger.  My  hostess  tells  me  that 
she  didn't  nodnd  the  shell  a  bit ;  but  as  she  forgot, 
as  she  admitted,  a  moment  after,  that  she  had 
of  late  cooked  breakfast  in  the  cellar,  we 
Biort  perforce  take  th^  first  assertion  cum  grano 
taiit.  The  damage  to  Hfe  and  limb  was  confined 
fej  women  and  children — ^if  we  may  believe  re- 
port 

The  railroads  frt>m  the  east  enter  the  city 
through  a  deep  cut,  which  is  bridged  over  at  the 
jaaction  of  streets.  In  the  sides  of  this  cut 
BBoierous  caves  are  excavated,  which  bear  marks 
of  constant  use.  Bome  of  them  have  traverses 
to  protect  the  entrance,  for,  in  the  words  of  the 
coAney :  **  You  oawn't  most  always  tell  in  this 
UazBted  country*'  in  which  direction  the  savage 


explodent  purposes  to  fly.  One  must  look,  how- 
ever, for  the  ravages  of  the  shells,  as  the  dam- 
age done  by  them  is  insignificant  They 
certainly  made  the  town  uncomfortable,  but  not 
sufficiently  so  to  induce  even  p€u1;ial  evacuation 
by  the  inhabitants.  Our  makers  of  ammunition 
seem  to  improve,  as  report  has  it  that  nearly 
every  one  of  our  shells  exploded. 

The  fortifications  of  Atlanta  run  just  on  the 
verge  of  the  city,  excluding  in  one  or  two  places 
what  might  be  termed  the  extreme  suburbs. 
The  parapets  are  heavy,  and  strengthened  at 
frequent  commanding  points  by  regularly-bas- 
tioned  forts,  the  ditches  of  which  are  from  eight 
to  ten  feet  deep.  In  front  of  the  parapet  are 
successive  llnest>f  abatis  and  chevaux  de  frise^ 
from  three  to  seven  in  number.  The  works  on 
the  west  run  down  to  East  Point,  and  are  l^uilt 
not  over  fifty  yards  from  the  railroad  tbey  are 
designed  to  cover.  Two  of  the  forts  on  this 
side  are  models,  and  splendidly  finished.  Near 
£ast  Point  new  works  were  in  course  of  erection. 
The  enemy  had  evidently  been  working  0!i  them 
two  or  three  days  before  the  evacuation,  show- 
ing that  Sherman  was  expected  to  strike  there. 
It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  entire  chain  of  de- 
fences to  Atlanta  is  impregnable  to  any  assault 
less  deliberately  prearranged  than  that  which 
carried  Sebastopol.  The  carnage  of  a  determined 
assault  must  have  been  awful,  and  the  result  by 
no  means  certain. 

I  noticed  on  entering  the  city,  some  females 
walking  leisurely  homeward  widi  armfuls  of 
boxes,  containing,  doubtless,  what  *might  be  uu- 
gallantly  termed  plunder.  A  citizen,  on  opening 
his  storl  this  rooming,  discovered  eight  empty 
barrels  which  had,  the  previous  night,  contained 
salt  Many  of  our  soldiers,  wandering  along 
the  streets,  are  certainly  a  little  inquisitive  as  to 
the  dkhriR  of  deserted  stores,  but  I  don't  believe 
our  men  are  much  given  to  pilfering  the  chlo- 
ride of  sodium,  of  which,  under  the  most  unfavor- 
able circumstances  they  eet  more  than  they 
want,  in  various  guises.  One  shopkeeper  says 
the  confounded  women  have  taken  his  salt,  and 
his  acquaintance  with  the  feur  sex  of  Atlanta  not 
being  of  recent  growth,  his  opinion  is  entitled 
to  weight 

The  Twentieth  corps  and  its  commanders  de- 
serve the  highest  praise  for  quiet,  orderly,  and 
soldierlike  conduct  since  the  occupation.  The 
Second  Massachusetts  has  been  detailed  for 
provost  duty  in  the  city,  and  its  Colonel,  Cogs- 
well, is  the  Provost-Marshal.  I  observed  a  Tot 
of  soldiers  this  morning,  endeavoring  to  force 
an  entrance  into  a  store  for  tobacco,  which  is 
the  only  instance  of  misbehavior  that  came 
under  my  observation. 

I  have  diligently  inauired,  since  entering 
Atlanta,  in  qusui^rs  likely  to  be  well  informed, 
as  to  the  past  and  present  strength  of  the  rebel 
arm}'  opposing  Sherman.  Johnston  had  at 
Dalton,  last  spring,  just  before  Polk's  reinforce- 
ment of  thirty  thousand,  fifty-eight  thousand  of 
aU  arms.  During  the  campaign,  this  aggregate, 
sevens-eight  thousand,  has  been  reduced  nearly* 
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one  "half,  leaving  Hood  not  over  forty-eight  thou- 
sand regnlar  troops  of  all  arms.  GHT  militia,  six 
thousand  were  collected  at  Atlanta,  and  aboqt 
four  thousand  at  Macon.  Militia  included,  Hood 
probably  could  not  muster  over  sixty  thousand 
men  previous  to  the  late  movement.  I  mn 
pretty  certain  this  will  not  vary  five  thousand 
from  the  mornine  reports  of  Hood's  force. 

Their  rations  for  many  weeks  have  been  con- 
fined to  corn-meal,  bacon,  and  occasional  issues 
of  fresh  beef.  The  grumbling  in  their  army  on 
account  of  the  scanty  supply-table  has  been 
both  loud  and  deep. 

About  a  mile  or  track  was  found  destroyed 
near  the  city.  Our  indefatigable  construction 
corps  relaid  it  in  a  few  hours.  Ad  at  ten  o'clock 
this  morning  two  trains  arrived,  emptying  their 
fiery  lungs,  as  they  thundered  through  the  city 
to  the  depot,  of  one  fierce,  long-protracted,  salu- 
tatory shriek.  Captain  John  Blair's  anaconda  of 
bread  and  bacon,  which  follows  up  our  conquests 
so  closely  that  it  has,  figuratively  speaking,  been 
repeatedly  ordered  ofif  the  skirmish  line,  is  ready 
to  lard  the  lean  depots  of  Atkoita  wiUi  the  riches 
of  the  United  States  supply-table.  Just  think 
of  the  aroma  of  coffee  floating  around  the  starve- 
ling atmosphere  of  the  military  store-houses 
of  the  Gate  Citnr,  which  are  redolent  now  of 
musty  corn-meal,  rusty  bacon,  (pingled  with  a 
vile,  indefinable  odor  of  general  decay,  which 
should  be  recognized  as  the  national  smell  of 
the  Confederacy. 

Captain  Van  Duzer,  Superintendent  of  Mili- 
tary Telegraphs,  as  soon  as  he  became  convinced 
of  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  ran  through  his  lines  to 
the  city,  and  instructed  an  operator  to  ^Itmsroit 
the  glad  intelligence  to  Washington,  via  Cum- 
berland Gap — -Wheeler  having  destroyed  the 
wires  between  Nashville  and  Chattanooga.  At 
one  of  the  repeating  stations  the  operator  in- 
terrupted the  message  by  addng  ''Is  this 
another  Furay?"  The  query  was,  in  an  elec- 
trical way,  warmly  resented.  The  despatch 
passed  on,  and  an  answer  was  received  from 
the  War  Department  four  hours  after  our  forces 
entered  the  city. 

We  know  of  no  more  modest  wav,  or  one 
more  likely  to  nrove  convincing  to  those  who 
claim  to  think  that  the  fall  of  Atlanta  involves 
Sherman  in  fresh  difficulties,  than  to  permit  the 
rebels  themselves  to  express  their  opinion  of 
the  matter. 

GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  BEFORT. 

BCAOqriBXBB  THIKD  DlTVOlf  AMD  AlMT  OcilPS,  > 

Atlakza.  Ga.  ,  Sept  10, 1864.     / 

Sir:  The  opening  of  the  grand  campaigns 
in  the  spring  of  1864  witnessed  a  new  pluise 
in  oiur  military  combinations.  Previously  dis- 
persions of  our  troops,  and  of  course  of  our 
eflforts,  had  been  the  order  of  the  day ;  for  the 
campaign  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1864 
confiolidation  of  our  troops  had  been  wiself 
resolved  on.  In  conformity  with  this  principle 
of  concentration,  large  masses  of  troops  were 
collected  in  and  near  the  north-western  angle 


of  Georgia  in  the  latter  part  c^  ^^JS^  ^^  ^^ 
summer  campaign  into  this  state.  The  divisioQ 
which  I  have  tlie  honor  to  command,  being  the 
Third  division,  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Arm/ 
of  the  Cumberland,  constituted  a  part  of  the 
troops  so  assembled;  and  it  is  the  object  of 
this  report  to  present  a  faithful  history  of  the 
part  it  bore  in  the  great  campaign,  which,  ex- 
tending over  the  long  term  oi  four  mouths  of 
continued  e£fort  and  struggle,  finally  resulted 
most  gloriously  to  our  arms  in  the  capture  of 
Atlanta. 

At  twelve  m.  on  the  third  of  May  ult,  the 
division  broke  up  its  encampment  at  McDon- 
ald's station,  near  Cleveland,  on  the  East  Ten- 
nessee railroad,  and  marched  southward  toward 
Catoosa  Springs. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  tiie  divisions  of  tiie 
Fourth  corps  were  concentrated  at  tiie  Springs. 
As  the  troops  approaclied  the  Springs  a  light 
party  of  hostile  oavalnr  was  encountered,  bat 
it  fled  immediately  beK)re«ti[ie  onward  move- 
ment. 

May  the  fifth  and  sixth,  the  divisions,  with 
the  other  troops,  remained  in  camp.  May 
seventh  the  onward  movement  was  resumed, 
the  Fint  division  of  the  corps  leadine.  A  ftw 
hours'  march  led  to  Tunnel  HilL  This  is  a 
strong  position,  and  it  had  been  supposed  the 
enemy  might  attempt  a  serious  opposition  to  oar 
further  progress ;  but  it  was  found  to  be  occu- 
pied only  by  cavalry,  which  was  quickly  driven 
ofif  by  t^e  light  troops  of  the  Firet  division. 
The  Hill  was  soon  occupied  by  the  First  and 
Third  divisions,  the  former  on  the  right,  tiie 
latter  on  the  left 

During  the  evening  of  the  sev^ith,  an  order 
was  received  directing  the  Firet  and  Third  di- 
visions of  the  Foiuih  corps  to  make  a  demon- 
stration at  six  o'clock  the  following^  morning 
against  Rocky-Face  Ridge,  to  cover  and  faoilitato 
the  operations  of  other  troops  against  Buzanrd's- 
Roost  Pass.  Rocky-Face  is  a  bold  ridge  rising 
some  five  hundred  feet  above  the  general  level 
of  the  country,  and  runnine  firom  a  little  east  of 
north  to  west  of  south.  The  crest  of  the  ridge 
is  a  sheer  precipice  of  solid  rock,  rising  in 
height  from  twenty  to  sixty  feet 

To  carry  the  crest  by  a  direct  movement, 
when  occupied  by  the  enemy,  was  an  impossi- 
ble undertaking.  Hence  the  demonstration  was 
ordered  to  be  made  with  a  skirmish  line,  sup- 
ported by  solid  lines.  Buzzard's-Roost  Pkiss  is 
a  gap  in  Kocky-Face  Ridge  through  which  the 
Atlantic  and  Western  railway  passes.  It  is  a 
very  formidable  position  from  its  topographical 
features,  and  these  had  been  strengthened  by 
heavy  intrenchments.  The  enemy  held  the 
northern  entrance  of  the  Pass  in  force,  and  Ind 
the  remainder  of  his  troops  disposed  thence 
through  the  pass  to  Dalton,  on  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  and  on  the  roads  passing  east  of  the 
ridge  to  Dalton.  The  entire  position,  with  its 
strong  natural  advantages  strengthened  by  de- 
fensive works,  was  impregnable  agamst  a  direct 
attack. 
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The  demoDstration^  commenced  by  the  divi- 
■km  on  the  eiehth,  was  continued  throughout 
the  daj,  and  almoBt  contumously  on  the  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  to  noon  of  the  twelfth,  and 
although  it  was  intended  simply  as  a  diversion, 
azid  was  made  with  the  skiiinish  line,  a  consid- 
enble  number  of  casualties  attest  the  vigor 
vith  which  the  demonstratioD  against  the 
romd  height  was  made. 

1^  impregnability  of  the  enemy's  position 
against  a  direct  attack  having  become  thoroughly 
patent  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the 
deveDth,a  movement  was  commenced  by  all 
the  forces  in  front  of  the  enemy,  less  the  Fourth 
oorpe,  to  unite  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  pass  to  the  south  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

Bavine  discovered  the  withdrawal  of  our 
forces,  the  enemy,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twdfth,  commenced  a  counter-movement,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  turn  our  extreme  left, 
tfaeo  held  by  the  cavahry  under  Gkneral  Stone- 
BBtt,  and  the  Second  division  of  the  Fourth 
corps  ^General  Newton's).  The  movement  was 
ear^  discovered  by  ihe  sig^nal-officers  on  the 
Bordi-eastem  point  of  l^e  crest  of  Rocky-Fleice 
Ridge.  General  Newton  reported  his  position 
■•  perilous,  and  asked  for  assistance.  I  imme- 
diately moved  the  First  and  Third  brigades  of 
tbe  division  to  his  support ;  but  the  reinforce- 
iDent  was  not,  in  the  end,  needed,  as  the  enemy 
iher  a  bold  display  of  force,  and  apparentlv 
initiating  a  movement  which,  if  boldly  pushed, 
might  have  seriously  interfered  with  our  plans, 
drew  off  without  bringing  matters  to  an  issue. 
During  the  night  of  the  twelfth,  the  enemy 
evacuated  Bazzard's-Roost  Pass,  the  crest  of 
ftocky^Face,  bis  defensive  works  on  the  roads 
east  of  the  ridge,  and  at  Dalton.  Early  on  the 
iBoning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  moved  with  the 
Firat  and  Third  brigades,  following  the  Second 
division  into  Dalton,  by  the  roads  east  of  Rocky- 
Face  Ridge.  The  Second  brigade  followed  the 
Rrat  division  through  Buzzard's-Roosto  Pass. 
Ikos  was  the  enemy  forced  from  the  fhrst  of  the 
Mties  of  strong  defensive  positions  which  he 
W  occupied  to  resist  the  progress  of  our  arms 
into  Geoi^gia. 

Halting  a  brief  time  in  Dalton  to  unite  all  its 
parts,  the  Fourth  corps  soon  continued  its  march 
aovtbward,  and  camped  for  the  night  several 
nilessoiith  of  that  p£m^. 

The  march  of  the  day  was  made  without  any 
seriotts  opposition.  A  few  of  the  enemy^s 
stragglers  were  picked  up,  and  some  light  par- 
ties covering  his  retreat  encountered. 

Tbe  forward  movement  was  resumed  early 
fte  nkoniiDg  of  the  fourteenth.  A  march  of  a 
&w  miles  effected  a  junction  between  the 
Foarth  corps  and  the  remainder  of  our  forced 
It  had  been  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  oc- 
oqKed  a  strongly-intrenched  position  in  the  vi- 
tmtj  of,  and  north-west  of  Reeaca.  Dispositions 
were  at  once  made  to  attack.  The  First  and 
Seooad  brigades  of  my,  division  were  deployed 
in  order  of  batttle  in  two  Hnes^e  former  on  the 
risht,  the  ktter  on  the  left    The  Third  brigade 


vras  placed  in  reserve.  Thus  arranged,  at  the 
order^  the  line  gradually  advanced.  By  the  con- 
traction of  our  entire  front,  as  it  closed  on  the 
enemy's  position,  the  First  brigade  of  my  di- 
vision was  forced  out  of  line,  and  took  positiout 
immediately  in  rear,  but  following  up  the  move- 
ment 

In  the  advance,  the  Second  brigade  soon  en- 
countered the  enemy's  front  line,  which  was 
rudely  barricaded  with  logs  and  rails.  This  was 
handsomely  carried,  and  the  brigade  pushed 
boldly  on  until  it  confronted,  at  not  more  ^an 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards'  distance,  the 
enemy's  second  and  far  more  strongly-intrench- 
ed line.  It  was  problematical  whether  this 
Une  could  be  carried  by  even  the  most  deter- 
mined assault,  such  was  its  natural  and  artificial 
strength.  The  assaulting  force  would  have  been 
compelled  to  pass  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  over  an  open  field,  without  the  slightest 
cover,  exposed  to  the  most  deadly  and  ^dling 
direct  and  cross-fire  of  arlallery  and  musketry. 

To  hold  out  the  least  hope  of  a  successful 
assault,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  made 
simultaneously  throughout  the  Unes. 

With  a  view  to  making  necessary  dispositions, 
the  Second  brigade  was  halted ;  and  to  guard  it 
against  the  dangerous  consequence  of  a  counter- 
attack in  force  (such  as  fell  the  same  afternoon 
on  a  brigade  of  another  division  of  the  corps), 
its  front  was  at  once  strongly  but  rudely  barri- 
caded. About  four  p.  M .,  I  received  an  order  from 
Major-Gknend  Thomas,  commanding  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  to  relieve  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Reillv,  of  Oeneral  Cox's  division  of  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  This  was  promptly 
executed  by  the  First  brigade,  General  Willich's, 
of  my  division. 

This  disposition  brought  the  First  brigade 
into  line,  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  Second 
brigade,  and  in  like  proximity  to  the  strongly- 
intrenched  positions  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade 
immediately  barricaded  its  front  securely.  The 
Third  brigade  remained  in  reserve  in  an  in- 
trenched position,  whence  it  could  afford  sup- 
port to  the  front,  as  well  as  check-mate  any 
movement  of  tiie  enemy  to  swing  into  our  rear 
by  turning  our  extreme  left  This  position  was 
maintained  during  the  remainder  of  the  after- 
noon ;  good  roads  were  cut  to  the  ammunition 
train  in  rear,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition 
brought  to  the  front  Early  m  the  mortdng  of 
the  fifteenth,  an  order  was  receiyed  for  a  grand 
advance  of  the  whole  line  at  eight  a.  m.  Tbe 
two  brigades  in  line  were  at  once  instructed  to 
be  fully  prepared  for  the  movement,  but  the 
order  for  it  never  came. 

lAte  in  the  forenoon,  intimation  was  received 
from  Major-General  Howard,  commanding  the 
Fourth  corps,  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  by 
the  Twentieth  corps,  accompanied  by  an  order 
to  observe  closely  its  effect  on  the  enemy's 
centre,  nearly  opposite  to  which  the  First  and 
Second  brig^ades  were  posted,  and  if  any  weaken- 
ing or  shaking  of  his  lines  was  observed,  to  at 
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tack  vigorously.  Whatever  may  have  been 
done  on  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  no  material 
effect  therefrom  was  perceivable  in  his  centre. 
But  with  a  view  to  determining  more  certainly 
and  satisfactorily  the  condition  of  the  enemy 
directly  in  front  of  my  two  brigades  in  line, 
about  four  p.  m.  they  were  advanced  against  the 
enemy's  line,  with  such  a  terrific  direct  and 
cross-fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  sweeping 
over  the  open  field  which  divided  the  hostile 
lines,  as  to  show  most  conclusively,  that  wher- 
ever else  the  enemy  might  be  weak,  there,  cer- 
tainly, he  was  in  full  force. 

Fortunately,  the  condition  and  strength  of  the 
enemy  was  discovered  before  the  brigades  were 
deeply  or  dangerously  committed  to  the  assault, 
which  enabled  them  to  be  witlidrawn  without  the 
very  heavy  loss,  which  at  one  time  seemed  so 
imminent.  A  ^ort  time  after  this  movement, 
Brigadier-General  Willich,  commanding  First 
♦)rigade,  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  rebel 
sharpshooter,  and  was  borne  from  the  field.  He 
has  never  since  rejoined  the  command.  I  was 
thus  early  in  the  campaign,  deprived  of  tiie  ser- 
vices of  a  gallant  and  energetic  officer.. 

During  the  night  pf  the  fifteenth,  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  position  in  and  aroimd  ResaCa, 
and  retreated  south  of  the  Oostanaula.  This 
was  the  second  strong  position  from  which 
the  enemy  had  been  forced.  The  many  small 
arms  and  other  articles  of  military  use  aban- 
doned, showed  that  his  retreat  was  precipitate. 

The  casulties  of  the  command  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign  to  the  evacuation  of  Resaca 
were :  Killed,  eighty-one  ;  wounded,  threo-liun- 
dred  and  forty-eight;  total,  four-hundred  and 
twenty-nine.  Pursuit  was  made  early  the  morn- 
ing of  the  sixteenth,  and  during  the  day  tiie 
whole  of  the  Fourth  corps  passed  the  Oosta- 
naula (having  repaired  for  this  purpose  a  part 
of  the  partially-destroyed  bridge),  and  encamped 
for  the  night  near  Ckdhoun.  The  pursuit  was 
renewed  early  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth, 
my  division  moving  along  the  rail  way.  Through- 
out the  march,  a  continued  skirmish  was  kept 
up  with  the  parties  covering  the  enemy's  rear, 
but  these  were  rapidly  driven  before  the  steady 
and  solid  advance  of  the  skirmish-line  of  the  di- 
vision. At  Adah'sville,  however,  the  enemy  was 
in  heavy  force ;  indeed,  it  was  subsequently 
learned  that  his  entire  army  was  assembled 
there.  My  division  had  advanced  on  the  west- 
em  side  of  Othkaluga  creek,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Adairsville  met  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy, 
strongly  and  advantageously  posted,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  corps,  which  had  advanced  on 
the  other  side  of  the  creek,  had  earlier  met  a 
st'dl  heavier  force,  and  been  checked.  A  stiff  skir- 
mish at  once  occurred  along  the  entire  fi-ont  of 
the  division,  which  was  kept  up  till  nightfiill. 
During  its  progress,  however,  I  had  bridges 
constructed  across  the  creek,  with  a  view  to 
forcing  a  passage  the  following  morning,  but 
during  the  night  the  enemy  retreated,  The  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  Adairsville  is  not  natu- 
rally very  strong,  but  it  was  -very  well  con- 


structed, and  was  the  third  fortified  positioD 
abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

Pursmt  was  made  the  following  morning 
(the  eighteenth),  my  division  leading.  A  slight 
opposition  was  made  to  our  advance  by  light 
parties  of  cavalry, .but  these  were  rapidly  scatp 
tered.  The  purHuit  was  continued  on  the  nine- 
teenth, the  First  division  of  the  corps  leading, 
followed  by  my  division.  The  line  of  march 
lay  through  Kingston,  and  immediately  soutii  of 
this  village  the  enemy  was  overtaken  in  force, 
apparently  arrayed  for  battle.  The  First  divi- 
sion of  the  corps  was  at  once  deployed  into 
order  of  battle  across  the  road  by  which  we 
were  marching,  and  my  division  deployed  oq  its 
right 

Batteries  were  posted  in  eligible  po6itio|ns,  to 
play  on  the  lines  of  the  enemy  deployed  in  the 
open  fields  in  our  front.  The  artul^y-fire  was 
evidently  effective,  for  the  enemy  very  soon 
began  to  withdraw.  Our  advance  was  imme- 
diately resumed. 

Within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Cassville,  the 
enemy  was  again  encountered,  in  an  intrenched 
position.  Our  order  of  battle  was  promptly  re- 
formed, and  the  advance  resumed,  with  a  view 
to  forcing  our  way  into  Cassville ;  but  darkness 
falling  suddenly  upon  us,  it  was  necessary  to 
desist  from  a  further  advance  against  an  iih 
trenched  position  over  unexplored  ground. 

The  Seventeentii  Kentucky,  which  was  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  to  cover  the  advance  of 
its  brigade,  suffered  quite  severely  in  the  ad- 
vance in  the  afternoon,  more  than  twenty  casual- 
ties in  the  skirmish  line  bearing  unmistakable 
evidence  of  the  sharp  fire  to  which  it  had  been 
exposed. 

During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  the  enemy 
evacuated  his  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Cassville, 
being  the  fourth  intrenched  position  abandoned, 
and  retired  across  the  Etowah. 

Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  the  twenties, 
twenty-first,  and  twenty-second  of  May,  the 
troops  rested  quietly  in  camp.  But  it  was  a 
busy  period  for  commanding  generals  and  staff 
officers,  preparing  for  the  grand  flank  move- 
ment for  turning  the  enemy's  strong  position  at 
the  railway  gap  in  the  AUatoona  hills.  Taking 
twenty  days'  subsistence  in  wagons,  the  entire 
army  cut  loose  from  its  line  of  communication, 
crossed  the  Etowah  river,  and  pushed  boldly 
southward  through  a  most  abrupt  and  difficult 
range  of  hills.  The  movement  was  conunen^ed 
on  Monday  the  twenty-third.  On  tiiat  and  tiie 
following  day  my  division  led  the  Fourth  corps, 
but  on  the  twenty-fifth  was  in  rear.  Those 
days'  marches  cajried  the  anny  through  the 
AUatoona  range.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  &e 
•kwenty-fiifth,  tiie  enemy  was  encountered  in 
force  by  the  Twentieth  corps,  when  a  sharp 
af&ir  followed;  it  was  not,  however,  partici- 
pated in,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  vt 
its  arrival  in  me  vicinity  of  the  action,  by  the 
troops  of  the  Fourth  corps.  The  morning  of 
the  twenty-flixtti  still  found  the  enemy  in  our 
Aront    My  diviuon  was  early  deployed  into 


DOCUMENTS. 


287 


cfder  of  battle  on  the  left  of  *e  Second  divi- 
ii<iii,  of  the  Fourth  corps.  The  dajr  waa  spent 
bj  my  dirision  in  very  brilliant  and  successful 
namBaTring,  to  determine  the  exact  position 
of  the  enemy's  intrenched  line.  To  accomplish 
this,  it  was  necessary  to  drive  in  his  light 
troops,  who  formed  a  screen  to  his  position. 
The  gromid  was  in  some  parts  difficult  to  man- 
oeiine  on,  and  a  deep  spring  had  to  be  bridged, 
biit  the  whole  work  was  satisfactorily  accom- 
plished. The  operations  of  the  twenty-sixth 
baring  satis&ctorily  defined  the  position  of  the 
enemy  8  intrenched  Une,  it  was  determined,  on 
FHday  mornmg,  the  twecty-seveulii,  that  it 
^oald  be  assaulted,  and  my  division  was 
eeleeted  for  this  arduous  and  dangerous  task. 
A  miiTDte  and  critical  examination  of  the  ene- 
ffl/s  intrenchments  rendered  it  evident  that 
a  direct  front  attack  would  be  of  most  doubtful 
•access,  and  certainly  cost  a  great  sacrifice  of 
fife.  Hence,  it  was  determine  to  attempt  to 
fad  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  position, 
tjsrn  it,  and  attack  him  in  flank.  In  conformity 
wifli  this  determination,  my  division  was  moved 
eatireiy  to  the  left  of  our  line,  and  formed,  by 
Older  of  Major-General  Howard,  commanaing 
the  corps,  in  six  parallel  lines,  each  brigade 
being  formed  in  two  lines.  The  order  of  the 
brigades  in  this  grand  colmnn  of  attack  was,  first, 
the  Second  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Hazen, 
Oflunanding;  second,  the  First  brigade,  Ck)lonel 
Gibson,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  commanding;  third, 
the  Thmi  brigade.  Colonel  Knefler,  Seventy- 
m&L  Indiana  volunteers,  commanding.  When 
all  the  dispositions  were  completed  (and  these 
required  but  a  short  space  of  time),  the  mag- 
ffifcent  array  moved  forward.  For  a  mile  the 
■trdi  was  nearly  due  southward  through  dense 
iorests  and  the  thickest  jungle,  a  country  whose 
ndux  was  scarred  by  deep  ravines  and  inter- 
sected by  difficult  ridges.  But  the  movement 
of  the  colunm  through  all  these  difficulties  was 
•teadily  onward.  Havine  moved  a  mile  south- 
ed, and  ifot  having  discovered  any  iudica* 
ti«a  of  the  enemy,  it  was  supposed  we  had 
pj«ed  entirely  to  the  east  of  his  extreme  rieht. 
On  this  hypothesis,  the  column  was  wheeled  to 
fte  T%ht,  and  advanced  on  nearly  a  westerly 
oowse  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  nature 
of  the  country  passed  over  in  this  movement 
^m  nmilar  in  all  respects  to  that  already  de- 
Kribed.  After  the  westerly  movement  had 
progressed  about  a  mQe  and  a  half  the  flimkers 
woTeted  that  the  column,  in  wheeling  to  the 
right,  had  swung  inside  of  the  enemy's  Sne.  It 
W  oeoessary,  to  gain  the  goal,  to  face  to  the 
y^j  file  left,  and  by  a  flank  movement,  conduct 
^  cohnrni  eastward  and  southward  around  the 
enemy's  right  flank.  When  all  these  move- 
■»ts,  so  well  calculated  to  try  the  physical 
itagdi  of  Ae  men,  were  concluded,  and  the 
P^  gamed  from  which  it  was  believed  the 
vham  could  move  directly  on  the  enemy's 
fcnk,  the  day  was  well  spent — ^it  was  nearly 
few r.M.  The  men  had  been  on  their  feet  since 
^  daylight,  and,  of  course,  were  much  worn. 


The  column  was  halted  a  few  moments,  to  read- 
just the  lines,  to  give  the  men  a  brief  breathing 
space,  and  to  give  the  division  which  was  to 
protect  and  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  column, 
time  to  come  up  and  take  position.  At  4:30 
o'clock  p.  M.  precisely,  the  order  was  given  to 
attack,  and  with  its  front  well  covered  with 
skirmishers,  the  column  moved  forward.  And 
never  have  troops  marched  to  a  deadly  assanlt, 
under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  with 
more  firmness,  with  more  truly  soldierly  bear- 
ing, and  more  distinguished  gallantry.  On,  on, 
through  the  thickest  jungle,  over  exceedingly 
rough  and  broken  ground,  and  exposed  to  the 
sharpest  direct  and  cross-fire  of  musketry  and 
artillery  on  both  flanks,  the  leading  brigade, 
Ae  Second,  moved  (followed  in  close  supporir 
ing  distance  by  the  other  brigades),  right  up  to 
the  enemy's  main  line  of  works.  Under  the 
unwavering  steadiness  of  the  advance  the  fire 
from  the  enemy's  line  of  works  began  to  slack- 
en, and  die  troops  behind  those  works  first 
beean  perceptibly  to  waver  and  then  give  way ; 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  l£at,  so  far 
as  any  opposition  directly  in  front  was  con- 
cerned, though  that  was  terrible  enough,  the 
enemy's  strongly-fortified  position  would  have 
been  forcei.  But  the  fire,  particularly  on  the 
left  flank  of  the  column,  which  at  first  was  only 
en  scharpe,  became,  as  the  column  advanced, 
enfilading,  and  finally  took  the  first  line  of  the 
column  partially  in  reverse.  It  was  from  this 
fire  that  the  supporting  and  reversing  division 
should  have  protected  the  assaulting  column, 
but  it  failed  to  do  so.  Under  such  a  fire  no 
troops  could  maintain  the  vantage-ground  which 
had  been  gained,  and  the  leading  brigade,  which 
had  driven  everything  in  its  front,  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  a  short  distance  to  screen  its 
flanks  (which  were  crumbling  away  under  the 
the  severe  fire),i)y  the  irregularities  of   the 

f  round.  (It  is  proper  to  observe  here  that  the 
rigade  of  the  Twenty-third  corps  which  was 
ordered  to  take  post  so  as  to  cover  the  right 
flank  of  the  assaulting  column,  by  some  mistake 
failed  to  get  into  a  position  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.) 

From  tlie  position  taken  by  Hazen's  "brigade 
when  it  retired  a  short  distance  from  the  enemy's 
works,  it  kept  up  a  deadly  fire,  which  was  evi- 
dently very  galling  to  the  foe.  The  brigade  was 
engaged  about  fifty  minutes.  It  had  expended 
the  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  taken  into  actifm 
on  the  men's  persons ;  it  had  suffered  terribly 
in  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  men  were  much 
exhausted  by  the  fnriousness  of  the  assault 
Consequently,  I  ordered  this  brigade  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  First  brigade,  Colonel  William  H. 
Gibson,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  commanding.  So 
soon  as  the  First  brigade  bad  relieved  the  Second 
brigade,  I  ordered  Ck)lonel  Gibson  to  renew  the 
attack.  I  hoped  that,  with  the  shorter  distance 
the  brigade  would  have  to  move  Wter  beginning 
the  assault  to  reach  the  enemy's  works,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  knowledge  of  the  ground 
which  had  been  gained,  a  second  effort  might 
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be  more  sacceBsful  than  the  first  had  been.  I 
also  trusted  some  cover  bad  been  provided  to 
protect  the  left  flank  of  the  column.  This  had 
been  partially,  but  by  no  means  effectuallv  done. 
At  the  signal  to  advance,  the  First  brigade 
dashed  handsomely  and  gallantly  forward  up  to 
the  enemy's  works.  Men  were  shot  down  at  the 
very  base  of  the  parapet  But  again  the  terrible 
fire  on  the  flanks,  and  especially  the  enfilading 
fire  from  the  left,  was  fatal  to  success.  In  ad- 
dition, the  enemy  had  brought  up  fresh  troops, 
and  greatly  strengthened  the  force  behind  his 
intrenchments.      This  fact  had  been  observed 

Elainly  by  our  troops,  and  was  subsequently 
illy  corroborated  by  prisoners. 

The  First  brigade,  after  getting  so  near  to  the 
enemy's  works,  and  tifter  almost  succeeding,  was 
compelled,  like  the  Second  brigade,  to  faU  back 
a  short  distance,  some  seventy  to  eighty  yards, 
to  seek  shelter  under  cover  of  the  inequalities 
of  the  surface.  Thence  it  maintained  a  sturdy 
contest  with  the  enemy,  confining  him  to  his 
works,  till  its  ammunition  was  expended.  (I 
must  observe  that,  owin^  to  the  circuitous  route 
through  the  woods,  wiUi  no  road,  pursued  by 
the  division,  it  was  impossible  to  take  any 
ammunition  wagons  with  the  coomiand.  After 
the  point  of  attack  had  been  selected,  a  road 
was  opened  and  the  ammunition  brought  up; 
but  it  did  not  come  up  until  after  nightfaH.) 

The  First  brigade  had  suffered  very  severely 
in  the  assault  This  fact,  in  coucection  with  the 
expenditure  of  its  ammunition,  induced  me  to 
oraer  this  brigade  to  be  relieved  by  the  "Third 
brigade.  Colonel  Knefler,  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
commanding.  Colonel  Knefler  was  simply 
ordered  to  relieve  the  First  brigade  and  hold  the 
ground,  without  renewing  the  assault. 

The  purpose  of  holding  the  ground  was  to 
cover  bringing  off  the  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Knefler*s  brigade  at  once  en^ged  the 
enemy  sharply,  and  confined*him  to  his  works. 

Meanwhile,  everv  effort  was  being  made  to 
brmg  off  the  dead  and  wounded.  This  was  a 
work  of  much  diflSculty.  The  ground  was  un- 
favorable for  the  use  of  the  stretchers,  darkness 
was  coming  on  apace,  and  the  whole  had  to  be 
done  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Of  course,  imder  such  circumstances  the  work 
could  not  be  done  with  that  completeness  so  de- 
sirable ;  and  the  subsequent  evacuation  of  the 
enemy  showed,  from  the  numerous  extensive 
places  of  sepulture  outside  of  his  lines,  that 
many  who  were  at  first  reported  "  missing"  were 
killed  in  the  terrific  assaults. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  when  the  Second 
brigade  was  relieved  by  the  First  brigade,  a 
portion  of  the  troops  of  the  former  retained 
their  position  near  the  enemy's  works.  So,  also, 
when  the  First  brigade  was  relieved  by  the 
Third  brigade,  a  portion  of  the  former  held  on 
near  to  the  enemy's  works.  These  gallant  offi- 
cers and  solders  remained  on  the  field,  bravely 
keeping  up  the  conflict,  till  the  Third  brigade 
was  drawn  off  at  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  About  ten 
o'clock  p.  M.,  the  enemy,  rushing  over  1^  works. 


pressed  forward  rapidly,  with  demoniac  yettsftud 
shouts,  on  Colonel  Knefler's  brigade. 

In  the  long  conflict  which  the  brigade  bad 
kept  up  it  had  expended  its  ammunition  to  witiiia 
the  last  two  or  three  rounds. 

Reserving  its  fire  till  the  advancing  foe  was 
only  some  fifteen  paces  distant,  the  brigade 
poured  in  a  terrible  and  destructive  volley,  and 
was  then  handsomely  and  skilfully  withdrawn, 
with  the  portions  of  the  other  bri^des  tliat  had 
remained  on  the  field,  by  its  gsdlant  and  most 
sensible  commander, 

The  enemy  was  brought  to  a  dead  halt  by  the 
last  volley.  Not  the  slightest  pursuit  was  at- 
tempted. Thus  ended  this  bloody  conflict  It 
was  opened  precisely  at  4:30  o'clock  p.  m.,  sod 
raged  in  the  height  of  its  fury  till  seven  f  m. 
From  this  hour  till  ten  p.  m.,  the  conflict  was 
still  kept  up,  but  not  with  the  unabated  fury  and 
severity  of  the  first  two  hours  and  a  half  of  its 
duration.  Fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
officers  and  men  were  placed  hars  de  combed  in 
the  action. 

It  may  be  truly  said  of  it  that  it  was  the  best 
sustained,  and  altogether  the  fiercest  and  most 
vigorous  assault  that  was  ma.le  on  the  enemy's 
intrenched  positions  during  the  ontu-e  campaign. 
The  attack  was  made  under  circumstances  well 
calculated  to  test  the  courage  and  prove  the 
manhood  of  the  troops.  They  had  made  a  Ion; 
and  fatiguing  march  of  several  hours'  duratioo 
on  that  day,  immediately  preceding  the  assault 
The  assault  was  made  without  any  assistance 
or  cover  whatever  from  our  artillery,  as  not  a 
single  piece  could  be  carried  with  us,  on  a 
strongly-intrenched  position,  held  by  veteran 
troops,  and  defendea  by  a  heavy  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery.  Tet,  at  the  command,  the 
troops,  under  all  these  adverse  circumstances, 
moved  to  the  assault  with  a  cheerful  manliness 
and  Pteadiness ;  no  wavering  on  the  advance, 
but  all  moved  with  a  gallantry  and  dash  that 
nearly  made  the  effort  a  complete  success. 

After  the  troops  had  all  been  (kawn  off,  and 
between  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  two 
o'clock  of  the  following  morning,  the  entire  di- 
vision was  comfortably  encamped,  and  by  day- 
light securely  intrenched.  This  precaution  was 
the  more  necessary  to  protect  the  division 
against  a  sudden  attack  of  overwhelming  num- 
bers, as  it  was  in  some  measure  isolated  from 
the  greater  part  of  the  army.  The  division 
remained  in  this  position  from  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  May  to  the  sixth  of  June,  varying  it 
slightly  by  changes  in  the  lines. 

Constant  skirmishing  was  kept  up  ihe  whole 
time.  On  the  thirty-first  of  May  the  rebel  divi- 
sion of  General  Loring  made  a  decided  move- 
ment against  the  front  of  my  division ;  but  it 
was  readily  repulsed  by  the  intrenched  skirmish 
line.  From  prisoners  subsequently  captured  it 
was  learned  that  the  rebel  division  had  suffered 
severely  in  this  demonstxation. 

Saturdav  night,  the  fourth  of  June,  the  enemy 
abandoned  his  position  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Hope  Church,  and  moved  eastward.    This  was 


DOCUMENTS. 


289 


tiie  fifQi  Btrongly-intrenched  position  evacuated. 
Mot^aj,  June  siztii,  my  division,  with  the  rest 
of  tbe  com,  moved  eastward  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Mount  Morris  Church.  June  seventh, 
eighth  and  ninth,  tiie  division  remained  in 
cmp.  June  tenth,  the  division  moved  with 
the  corps  southward,  and  took  position  in  front 
ol  Pice-Top  Knob.  June  eleventh,  twelfth, 
thirteenth  iad  fourteenth,  remained  in  this* po- 
sition, coDsiantiy  skirmishing,  with  a  few  casual- 
ties daQy.  Tuosday  night,  June  fourteenth,  the 
enemy  evacuated  rine-Top  Knob,  returning  to 
hJB  intrenched  lines  half  a  mile  south  of  it 
Wednesday,  June  fifteenth,  the  Second  division 
of  the  corps  was  ordered  to  assault  the  enemy's 
works,  ana  mj  division  was  ordered  to  support 
it  However,  the  assault  was  not  made,  and 
die  corps  remained  in  the  position  of  Wednes- 
dqr  afternoon  throughout  Thursday,  June  siz- 
tBooth,  carrying  on  &e  usual  skirmishing  with 
fte  enemy.  Thursday  night  the  enemy  evacu- 
sled  his  tines,  crossed  Muddy  creek,  and  swung 
faftck  toward  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Thus  was  he 
forced  from  his  sixth  strongly-intrenched  posi- 
lioD.  Early  on  Friday  morning  the  Fourth 
ooqis  followed  up  the  enemy,  my  division  lead- 
log.  The  day  was  spent  in  driving  the  enemy's 
ikirraubers  and  outposts  across  Muddy  creek, 
fiitarday,  June  eighteenth,  was  spent  in  heavy 
ridnniahiiig.  Saturday  night  the  enemy  evacu- 
ated hw  seventh  intrenched  position,  and  retired 
to  his  works  around  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Sun- 
day morning  the  pursuit  was  renewed,  and  the 
ioeiBy  pressed  in  on  his  works.  Here  the  divi- 
aioQ  remained  from  Sunday,  June  nineteenth,  to 
BiBiday,  July  third.  Sharp  skirmishing  was 
kept  up  dmii^  the  whole  of  this  time,  and  the 
period  was  9Mo  enUvened  witii  some  brilliant 
sfEnrs  and  oUier  more  serious  operations.  Some 
ef  these  affiurs  are  worthy  of  special  mention. 
Late  Mtmday  afternoon,  June  twentieth,  a  por- 
tion of  the  FiiBt  brigade.  First  division,  lost  an 
BBportant  position  which  it  had  gained  earlier 
m  die  day.  At  noon  on  the  following  day  the 
orps  Gommander  arranged  an  attack,  ^brac- 
iag  a  part  of  the  First  brigade  (the  Fifteenth 
M  Forty-ninth  Ohio),  of  my  division,  and  a 
Mrtof  the  First  brigade  of  the  First  division. 
ne  Fifteenth  Ohio  dashed  gallantly  forward, 
cvried  the  hill  which  had  been  lost,  and  in- 
taiched  itself  on  it  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the 
Momy;  while  the  Forty-^iinth  Ohio,  moving 
ivther  to  the  right  carried  and  intrenched 
nedier  position  of  importance  still  further  in 
tdvaoce.  This  brilliant  success  ^cost  the  regi- 
■eets  quite  heavily ;  but  it  was  useful  in  en- 
abling us  to  swing  up  our  lines  to  the  right,  and 
•rau^cribing  the  enemy  to  a  narrower  limit  of 
action. 

The  remainder  of  the  week  was  passed  in 
pnisiiiHi^  the  enemy's  outposts  on  his  main  lines ; 
dbirs  which,  estimated  by  their  casualties,  rose 
to  the  dignity  of  battles. 

On  the  twenty-seventii  of  June,  the  Second 
triaoQ  of  the  Fourth  corps  was  ordered  to 
Sfesoh   the  enemy's   intrenchments,  and  two 
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brigades  of  my  division  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readiness  to  support  the  assaulting  column,  and 
follow  up  any  success  that  might  be  gained. 
Unfortunately  the  attack  was  not  successful, 
and  as  a  consequence  no  part  of  my  division 
was  engaged.  Constant  skirmishing  wore  away 
the  second  week  in  front  of  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
and  brought  us  to  Saturday  night,  July  secund. 
On  that  night  the  enemy  evacuated  his  position 
around  Kenesaw  Mountain,  being  the  eighth 
strong  line  of  works  abandoned,  and  retreated 
south  of  Marietta.  Sunday  morning,  July  third, 
saw  a  renewal  of  the  pursuit  Passing  through 
Marietta,  the  enemy  was  found  again  strongly 
intrenched  some  five  miles  south  of  the  town. 
July  fourth  was  passed  in  the  usual  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy,  and  in  driving  his  pickets  with 
our  skirmishers.  During  the  night  of  the  fourth, 
the  enemy  abandoned  his  ninth  line  of  works, 
and  retreated  toward  the  Chattahoochee  river. 
Pursuit  was  made  early  in  the  momii\g  of  the 
fifth,  my  division  leading  the  Fourth  corps,  and 
such  was  the  vigor  of  the  pursuit  on  the  road 
we  followed,  that  the  portion  of  the  enemy 
retreating  by  this  road  was  driven  across  the 
river,  and  so  closely  followed  that  he  was  unable 
to  take  up  or  destroy  his  pontoon-bridge.  He 
had  cut  it  loose  from  its  moorings  on  the  north 
side,  but  was  unable  to  cut  it  loose  on  the 
southern  side.  Being  under  the  guns  of  our 
skirmishers,  the  enemy  was  not  able  subsequent- 
ly to  get  possession  of  the  bridge. 

Although  the  enemy  had  been  driven  across 
the  river  in  front  of  the  Fourth  corps  on  the 
fifth  of  Jidy,  he  remained  strongly  intrenched 
lower  down  the  river,  on  the  north  side,  in 
front  of  other  portions  of  our  troops,  till  Satur- 
day night,  July  ninth.  Yielding  that  night  his 
tenth  intrenched  position,  the  remainder  of  his 
force  passed  to  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

Tuesday,  July  twelfth,  my  division  crossed 
the  river  at  Pace's  Ferry.  Having  reached  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  it  remained  quietly  in 
camp,  enjoying  much-needed  reat,  till  Sunday, 
July  seventeenth.  On  that  day  it  performed  a 
critical  and  dangerous  movement,  in  marching 
down  the  river  three  miles  from  its  supports 
(with a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  within  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  it,  having  good  roads  to  travel  on), 
to  cover  the  h^ing  down  of  a  bridge  and  the 
passage  of  the  Fourteenth  corps.  Happily  the 
whole  operation  was  a  success.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  the  division  returned  to  its  camp, 
three  miles  up  the  river. 

Monday,  July  eighteenth,  the  advance  was 
resumed,  and  my  division  encamped  for  the 
night  with  the  corps  at  Buckhead.  Tuesday, 
July  nineteenth,  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance  with  two  brigades  of  my  division 
to  Peach-tree  creek.  Taking  the  First  and 
Third  brigades,  I  pushed  rapidly  to  the  creek, 
driving  in  the  light  parties  of  the  enemy.  The 
opposition  was  inconsiderable,  andcon  approach- 
ing the  stream  it  was  found  the  enemy  had 
previously  burned  the  bridge,  which  must  have 
been  a  considerable  structure.    The  enemy  was 
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found  intrenched  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
creek. 

About  noon  I  received  an  order  to  force  a 
passage  of  the  stream  and  secure  a  lodgement 
on  the  southern  side.  I  detailed  the  Third  bri- 
gade, Colonel  Knefler,  for  this  service.  The 
average  width  of  the  creek  is  about  thirty 
yards,  and  the  average  depth  about  five  feet* 
The  crossing  was  eflfected  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  One  hundred  picked  men,  fifty  from  the 
Ninth  Kentucky  and  fifty  from  the  Seventy-ninth 
Indiana,  were  selected  to  go  over .  first  and 
deploy  rapidly  as  skirmishers,  to  drive  back 
the  enemy's  skirmishers,  seen  to  be  de- 
ployed  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  brigade  was 
moved  down  the  stream  some  distance  to  a  point 
below  the  enepiy's  intrenchments  on  the  oppo- 
site bank.  At  this  point  a  ravine  leads  down 
to  the  creek  in  sudi  a  way  as  to  hide  troops 
moving  down  it  from  the  view  of  the  opposite 
shore. 

The  pioneers  of  the  brigade  were  each  armed 
with  a  spade  about  thirty  feet  long,  to  be 
ii8Qd  as  sleeners  for  the  construction  of  the 
bridge,  and  tiie  one  hundred  picked  men  each 
took  a  rail.  Thus  provided,  these  parties  moved 
quietly  down  the  ravine  to  the  water's  edge, 
and  quickly  threw  the  bridge  over.  The  one 
hundred  men  passed  rapid^  over,  deployed, 
and  drove  back  the  enemy's  skumishers.  The 
brigatde  followed  quickly,  deployed,  moved  to 
the  left,  flanked  the  enemy's  intrenchments, 
forced  him  out  and  captured  some  prisoner. 
As  soon  as  the  Third  brigade  had  got  across, 
the  First  brigade,  higher  up  tiie  stream,  threw 
over  a  bridge,  crossed,  and  joined  the  Third 
brigade.  The  two  brigades  immediately  in- 
trenched themselves  strongly, and  the  lodgement 
was  secured.  The  enemy  resisted  ttie  crossing 
with  artillery  as  well  as  musketry,  but  our  ar- 
tillery was  so  disposed  as  to  dominate  the 
enemy's.  Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  tlie 
stream  was  crossed,  as  well  as  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  whole  was  accomplished,  ti^e  casual- 
ties were  small.  Considering  that  half  of  the 
rebel  army  might  have  been  precipitated  on  the 
troops  which  eflfected  the  crossing,  and  that  the 
passage  was  made  in  the  presence  of  a  consid- 
erable force,  it  may  be  truly  asserted  that  no 
handsomer  nor  more  artistic  operation  was 
made  during  the  campaign. 

The  Second  bri^ide,  General  Hazen's,  was 
ordered  up  from  Buckhead  during  the  after- 
noon, and  as  soon  as  the  lodgement  was  made 
on  the  south  bank,  the  brigade  was  put  to  work 
to  construct  a  permanent  bridge.  The  work 
was  nearly  finished  by  nightfall,  and  the  re- 
mainder, by  order  of  Major-General  Howard, 
was  turned  over  to  General  Newton's  division 
for  completion.  Leaving  General  Hazen's  bri- 
gade to  hold  for  the  night  the  intrenchments 
constructed  by  the  First  and  Third  brigades,  on 
the  south  side  of  Peach-tree  creek,  I  returned 
to  the  camp  at  Buckhead  with  these  two  bri- 
gades, to  get  their  camp  equipage,  which  had 


been  left  there  when  they  moved  out  in  the 
momine  to  make  the  reconnoissance.  i 

Monday,  July  twentieth,  my  division  was 
ordered  to  follow  the  First  division  by  a  road 
crossing  the  branches  of  Peach-tree  creek  above 
the  junction  which  forms  the  principal  stream. 
During  the  day  the  brigades  were  deployed,  two 
on  the  northern  ^de  of  the  main  stream,  md  the 
Third  brigade  on  the  southern  side,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  up  tiie  gaps,  in  our  general  line. 
Tuesday,  July  twenty-fist,  was  passed  in  con- 
structing intrenchments,  and  in  f(»x^ng  the 
enemy  ^ck  into  his  line  of  works  intermediato 
between  Peach-tree  creek  and  Atlanta. 

The  day  was  marked  by  some  very  sharp 
skirmishing,  which  fell  particularfy^  heavy  on  the 
Third  brigade. 

Thursday  night  the  enemy  abandoned  hii 
eleventh  line  of  intrenchments,  and  retired  with- 
in his  defensive  works  around  Atlanta.  Euly 
Friday  morning  my  division  was  pressing  doaelj 
on  the  heels  of  the  retiring  enemy.  Preesuig 
closely  up  to  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works, 
my  division  took  a  strong  position  in  the  fore- 
noon of  July  twenty-second,  and  intrenched  it 
securely.  This  position,  varied  slightly  by 
changes  crowing  out  of  pressing  the  enemy  more 
thoroughly  into  his  defensive  works,  was  main- 
tained till  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Au- 
gust. During  the  whole  period  sharp  skirmishing 
was  kept  up  on  the  picket  Hne,  and  throughout 
the  whole  time  the  division  was  exposed  to  a 
constant  fire  of  shot,  shell,  and  musketry,  which 
bore  its  fruit  in  numerous  casaulties. 

During  the  period,  also,  many  importuit  de- 
monstrations were  made  by  the  division,  with 
the  double  purpose  of  determining  the  strength 
and  position  of  the  enemy's  works  and  of  mak- 
ing a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  movesoent  of  tbe 
troops.  In  some  of  these  demonatrations  the 
casualties,  for  the  number  of  troops  engaged, 
were  quite  severe.  Several  of  them  were  ffraoed 
with  brilliant  captures  of  tbe  enemy's  picket  in- 
trenchments. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  Julv,  Mijor-Genenl 
Howard  relinquished  command  of  &e  Fourth 
corps  to  assume  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
lamented  McPherson.  Replete  with  professioiml 
knowledge,  patriotic  zeal,  and  soldierly  ambition, 
General  Howard's  administration  of  nie  Fourth 
corps  was  a  happy  combination  of  energy,  zeal, 
and  prudence,  of  enterprise  and  sound  military 
views.  He  came  among  us  personally  a  stran- 
ger, known  to  us  only  by  his  professional  reputa- 
tion. He  left  us  regretted  by  all,  respected  as  a 
commander,  esteemed  as  a  friend  and  loved  as  a 
comrade  in  arms. 

The  casualties  in  my  division  during  that  part 
of  the  campaign  in  which  General  Howard  com- 
manded the  Fourth  corps,  amounted  to  twenty- 
six  hundred  and  three  oflicers  and  men. 

Brigadier-General  Hazen  was  transflarred  on 
the  seventeenth  August  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.    By  this  vansfer  I  lost  t^  services 


DOCUMENTS. 


291 


and  aBBisUpce  of  a  moat  exceDent  brigade  com- 
msoder. 

Though  General  Hazen  no  longer  belongs  to 
mj  command,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  as  it  certainly 
it  a  pleasm^,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  intelligent, 
efficient  and  zealous  manner  in  wbicb  he  per- 
lurmed  his  duties  while  in  my  division. 

Daring  the  late  campaign  his  brigade  was  al- 
ways ably  handled,  and  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice. In  the  battle  of  the  twenty-seventh  of 
May,  leading  the  assault,  it  particularly  distin- 
guijsfaed  itself. 

At  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Thursday  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  August,  my  division  with  the  other 
dirisions  of  the  corps,  withdrew  from  its  lines 
io  front  of  Atlanta,  to  participate  in  the  bold, 
hat  dangerous  flaiik  movement  which  terminated, 
Bijst  brilliantly,  in  compelling  the  enemy  to 
evacoate  Atlanta. 

Slently  and  quietly  the  troops  drew  out  from 
fte  iimnediate  presence  of  the  enemy  undis- 
covered. No  suspicion  of  our  designs  or  the 
natore  of  our  movements  seemed  to  have  reached 
him. 

The  movement  was  continued  nearly  all  nighty 
when  the  trocips  were  allowed  to  wait  till  oay- 
hgfat  and  to  get  their  breakfast  About  seven 
1.  M.,  Friday,  the  twenty-sixth,  our  pickets  re- 
ported some  movement  among  the  ent^my,  which 
was  sappoiied  might  indicate  an  intention  to 
attack--but  it  resulted  in  nothing  important 

At  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  our  movement  was  con- 
tiniied  and  kept  up  through  the  day.  Saturday, 
&e  twenty-seventh,  the  movement  was  resumed, 
lod  the  troops  moved  steadily  around  the  ene- 
By V  left  toward  his  rear.  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
ei^th,  the  West  Point  railroad  was  reached. 
Monday,  the  twenty-ninth,  my  division  was 
eagazed  in  destroying  the  West  Point  road. 
Tuesday  the  thirtietli,  the  movement  was  re- 
samed  to  reach  the  Macon  railway. 

It  was  considered  certain  that  the  destruction 
c^  this  last  line  of  his  rail  communication  must 
inevitably  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  Atlanta. 
Wednesday,  the  thirty-first  my  division  leading 
^  Fourth  corps,  and  in  conjunction  with  a 
division  of  the  Twenfy-third  corps,  made  a 
itruQg  lodgement  on  the  Macon  railroad.  Early 
Tharaday  morning,  September  first,  the  work  of 
iestroyii^  the  road  was  commenced,  but  it  was 
•DOB  discontinued,  so  far  as  my  division  was 
GOQcemed.  by  an  order  to  move  by  the  Griffin 
tmd  m  the  curection  of  Jonesboro'.  It  was  im- 
deratood  that  two  corps,  Hardee's  and  Lee's,  of 
&e  rebel  army  were  concentrated  there.  My 
dirision  being  in  reserve  for  the  day,  and  in 
charge  of  ihe  trains  of  the  corps,  did  not  reach 
iooeaboro'  till  nearly  nightfall,  and  of  course, 
had  no  opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  engage- 
Beat  whicn  occurred  there  late  in  the  afternoon. 
Arrivi]^  near  tiie  field  a  litde  before  nightfall,  I 
was  ontered  to  mass  my  division  in  rear  of  tiie 
Rnt  and  Second  divisions  of  the  corps,  which 
wera  deployed  in  order  of  battle,  and  just  then 
beooming  id^htly  engi^ed. 

Daring  the  night,  oroers  were  received  io  be 


prepared  to  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight 
the  following  morning ;  but  when  the  mornmg 
came,  it  was  found  the  enemy  had  retreated. 

Sept  2. — ^The  pursuit  was  continued.  The 
enemy  was  again  intrenched  across  the 
railway,  about  two  miles  north  of  Lovejov's 
station.  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  my  division 
into  order  of  battle,  and  to  advance,  with  a  view 
of  attacking  the  enemy's  position.  The  deploy- 
ment was  made  as  (quickly  as  possible,  and  at 
the  order  the  division  moved  forward.  The 
ground  over  which  the  advance  was  made  was 
me  most  unfavorable  that  can  be  conceived. 
Abrupt  ascents,  deep  ravines,  treacherous  mo- 
rasses, and  the  densest  jungle  were  encountered 
in  the  advance.  Having  arrived  near  the  enemy's 
works,  and  while  the  &oops  were  halted  to  re- 
adjust the  lines,  I  became  satisfied  that  the 
most  favorable  point  for  attack  in  front  of  my 
division  was  in  front  of  my  left,  or  third  brigade. 
I  hence  ordered  the  brigade  commander  to  pre- 
pare to  attack. 

Thinking  we  had  arrived  at  or  near  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy's  line,  I  went  toward 
the  left,  to  concert  with  the  two  brigade  com- 
manders next  on  my  left  for  a  simultaneous  a^ 
tack.  To  reach  them,  I  had  to  pass  over  an 
open  space  which  was  swept  by  a  sharp  fire  of 
musketry  from  the  enemy's  wcH-ks. 

I  crossed  this  space  safely  in  going  over,  saw 
the  two  brigade  commanders,  and  made  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements.  As  I  was  returning 
across  the  dangerous  space.  I  was  struck  down 
by  a  rifle-shot.  I  immeoiately  despatched  a 
stBiff-officer  to  the  brigade  commander,  tx)  direct 
him  to  proceed  with  the  attack.  This  was  gal- 
lantly made  imder  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry, 
grape,  and  canister,  and  the  first  position  of  the 
enemy  carried,  and  about  twenty  prisoners  cap- 
tured ;  but  the  failure  of  the  troops  on  the  left 
to  come  up,  whereby  the  brigade  was  exposed 
to  a  flank,  as  well  as  a  direct  fire,  rendered  a 
further  advance  impossible,  though  the  eff^ort  to 
do  so  was  made.  The  front  line  of  the  brigade 
intrenched  itself  in  advance  of  the  captured  line 
of  the  enemv's  works,  and  held  this  position 
till  the  final  withdrawal  of  the  army.  The 
brigade  sufiered  quite  severely  in  the  assault, 
especially  in  the  loss  of  some  valuable  officers. 
Captain  Miller,  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral  of 
the  brigade,  was  killed  instantly.  He  was  a 
most  gallant,  intelligent,  and  useful  officer.  His 
untimely  death  is  mourned  by  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Colonel  Mander- 
son.  Nineteenth  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey, 
Ninth  Kentucky,  Captain  Colclaizer,  Seventy- 
ninth  Indiana,  and  other  valuable  officers,  were 
wounded  in  the  assault 

I  remained  on  the  field  till  I  had  seen  mv  di- 
vision securely  posted,  and  finally  reached  my 
headquarters  about  eight  p.m.  The  following 
morning  the  Commandmg  General  of  the  Grand 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  announced 
the  long  campaign  terminated. 

But  my  division  maintained  its  position  in 
dose  proximity  to  the  enemy,  daily  losing  some 
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men  id  the  picket  encounters,  till  Monday  night, 
the  fifth,  when  it  was  quietly  and  successfully 
withdrawn.  By  easy  stages,  unembarrassed  by 
the  enemy,  the  division  continued  its  march  to 
this  city,  reaching  here  on  the  eighth  instant 
A.nd  here  the  diTision  rests  after  the  termination 
of  the  labors  of  the  campaign. 

If  the  length  of  the  campaign,  commencing  on 
6)0  third  of  May,  and  terminating  on  the  second 
of  September,  with  its  ceaseless  toil  and  labor, 
be  considered ;  if  the  number  and  extent  of  its 
actual  battles  and  separate  conflicts,  and  the 
preat  number  of  days  the  troops  were  in  the 
immediate  presence  of,  and  under  a  close  fire 
from  the  enemy  be  remembered;  if  the  vast 
amount  of  labor  expended  in  the  construction 
of  intrenchments  and  other  necessary  works  be 
estimated;  the  bold,  brilliant,  and  successful 
flank  movements,  made  in  close  proximity  to  a 
powerful  enemy,  be  critically  examined ;  and  if 
the  long  line  of  commiuiication  over  which  the 
vast  and  abundant  supplies  of  every  kind  for 
the  use  of  this  great  army  were  uninterruptedly 
transported  during  the  entire  campai^  be  re- 
garded, it  must  be  admitted  that  the  late  cam- 
paign stands  without  a  parallel  in  military  his- 
tory. The  campaign  was  long  and  laborious, 
replete  with  dangerous  service,  but  it  was  bril- 
liant and  successfuL  No  adequate  conception 
can  be  formed  of  the  vast  extent  of  labor  per- 
formed by  the  troops,  except  by  having  partici- 
pated in  it  Whether  by  day  or  by  night,  this 
labor  was  cheerfully  performed,  and  it  affords 
me  high  satisfaction  to  bear  official  testimony 
to  the  universal  good  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  division. 

For  the  numerous  instances  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  deserving  special 
commendation,  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders.  To  the 
various  brigade  commanders  who  have  served 
fn  the  division  during  the  campaign  my  thanks 
are  specially  due  for  zealous  and  intelligent  per- 
formance of  duty,  and  hearty  co-operation 
throughout  I  have  already  noted  that  Brig- 
adier-General Willich, commanding  First  brigade, 
was  seriously  wounded  at  Resaca.  The  command 
of  the  brigade  devolved  on  Colonel  Wm.  H. 
Gibson,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  who  performed  the 
duties  with  zeal  and  ability  till  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August  Colonel  Hotchkiss,  Eighty-ninth  Il- 
linois, succeeded  Colonel  Gibson  in  command 
of  the  brigade,  and  performed  the  duties  well  to 
the  termination  of  the  campaign. 

Colonel  P.  Sidney  Post  succeeded  Briffa- 
dier-General  Hazen  in  the  command  of  tne 
Second  brigade  on  the  seventeenth  of  August, 
and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  per- 
formed all  the  duties  of  the  position  most  zeid- 
ously,  intelligently,  usefully,  and  gallantly.  Since 
my  injury  Colonel  Posth.^s  attended  to  all  the 
field  duties  of  the  division  commander,  and 
perf firmed  them  well. 

Early  in  the  campaign,  Brigadier-General 
Beatty,  commanding  Third  brigade,  was  disabled 


by  sickness  from  exercising  command  of  bis 
brigade,  and  it  devolved  on  Colonel  Sjiefler, 
Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  and  well  and  ably  has  he 
performed  all  the  duties  of  the  position.  Qieer- 
f ul  and  prompt  when  labor  was  to  be  performed ; 
ready  with  expedients  when  the  neoessitiee  of 
the  service  demanded  them ;  gallant  and  sen- 
sible on  the  field  of  conflict,  he  has  so  borne 
himself  throughout  the  campaign  as  to  com- 
mand my  highest  approbation. 

It  is  due  to  the  members  of  my  staff  that  I 
should  commei»l  tiieir  good  conduct,  and  con- 
fide them  to  the  kind^  consideration  of  mj 
seniors  in  rwik.  To  them  by  name  I  return  my 
sincere  thanks :  Captain  M.  r.  Bestow  A.  A.  G.; 
First  Lieutenant  Geo.  Staffer  Nine^-third  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Aid-de-camp;  Major  A.R.  Y.Daw 
son.  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Out-posts 
and  Pickets ;  Captain  L  R.  Bartiett  Forty-ninth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  Inspector-General ;  Captain  C. 
EL  Taft,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Iniantry, 
Provost  Marshal;  Second  Lieutenant  H.  H- 
Townsend,  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Topo- 
graphical Engineer ;  Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  As- 
sistant Quartermaster;  Captain  H.  C.  Hagdoo, 
Conunissary  of  Subsistence,  and  First  Lieutenant 
P.  Haldeman,  Third  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
Ordnance  Officer,  all  performed  their  duties  well 

Captain  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  batterj, 
was  Chief  of  Artillery  until  the  consolidation  of 
the  Artillery  into  a  corps  organization.  For  the 
intelligent  manner  in  which  he  performed  hie 
duties,  I  offer  to  him  mv  thanks. 

Would  that  I  could  include  in  the  loregoinjj 
list  of  my  staff,  the  name  of  one  other,  who  com- 
menced the  campaign  with  us,  but  whom  the 
inscrutable  ways  of  Divine  Providence  early 
called  away :  the  name  of  Major  Jamee  B.  Hamp- 
son,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers. 

Preparatory  to  the  attack  which  was  to  bo 
made  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  it  had  been 
ordered  that  all  the  guns  should  bd  placed  in 
position  during  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  to  open  on  the  enemy's  works  early  the 
next  morning.  One  of  my  batteries  was  slow 
in  openmg,  and  I  ordered  Major  Hampson  to  go 
to  the  battery,  to  hasten  the  work  of  preparar 
tion.  While  so  employed  the  fatal  shot  of  the 
sharpshooter  was  sped  on  its  murderous  errand, 
and  Major  Hampson  fell,  mortally  wounded.  He 
expired  at  four  p.  m.,  of  that  afternoon,  happy  in 
the  consciousness  of  dying  in  his  country's  eer- 
vice.  Young,  ardent,  inteDigent  graceful,  gentle, 
and  gallant,  he  fell  in  the  early  bloom  of  his 
manhood — a  victim  to  an  atrocious  rebeUion,  a 
martyr  to  his  devotion  to  his  coustiy. 

During  the  campaign  my  division,  in  the  va- 
rious conflicts,  captiu^?d  sixteen  conmiissioned 
officers  and  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  men,  for 
whom  receipts  were  obtained.  Two  million 
four  hundred  and  twonty-eight  thousand  rounds 
of  smsdl-arms  ammunition  were  expended  dar- 
ing the  campaign.  Taking  the  mere  strength  of 
tlie  division  during  the  campaign,  this  namher 
would  give  an  average  of  four  hundred  and 
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twenty-one  rounds  per  man.  A  report  of  cas- 
TBltMe  amounting  to  twenty-seven  hundred  and 
nmety-two  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded  and 
mining,  is  herewith  appended. 

lodudin^  so  long  a  period  of  active  opera- 
tion^ which  were  spread  over  so  broad  a  field, 
tUs  report  is  necessarily  quite  protracted ;  but 
it  could  not  be  compressed  into  narrower  limits 
▼itiiout  doing  injustice  to  the  division  whose 
lernces  it  is  designed  to  commemorate.  The 
repeats  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders 
aie  herewitii  transmitted. 
I  am,  ▼err  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Signed  Thomas  J.  Wood, 

flrigadlgr  O—eral  Volanta«n,  eomnuuidtiig. 

QBXEBLAL  HAZDPS  VSPORT. 


Drnnoir,  FmamiH  Armt  GoBn,) 
Ajorr  or  ram  Tii»hf*"»«         '- 


r  Pout  6a.,  8ep(.  10, 1804. 


/ 
LiaaemnU'Colonei  JR.  R,  Toumea,  A.  A.  O,,  Fif- 

%tatih  Army  Corpt : 

This  division  was  commanded  from  the  be- 
aming of  the  campaign  to  the  fifth  day  of  Au- 
gust by  General  Morgan  L.  Smi^  fr6m  that  date 
to  &e  day  I  took  command  by  General  J.  A.  J. 
Ltf^faibom.  For  that  period  I  have  caused  the 
Ai^otuit-General  of  the  division  who  has  been 
OQ  daty  with  it  all  of  that  time,  to  make  a  report  of 
the  opera^ons  of  the  division,  which,  upon  com- 
psnson  with  the  reports  of  brigades  and  regi- 
ments, I  find  to  be  substantially  correct 

I  found  the  division  August  seventeenth,  in 
the  trenches  in  front  of  Atlanta,  composed  of 
two  brigades,  the  First,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Tlieodore  Jones,  Thirtieth  Ohio  volunteers,  with 
oiiie  hundred  and  seventy -seven  effective  aggre- 
eate  for  duty.  The  Second,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Wells  S.  Jones,  Fifty-third  Ohio  volun- 
teers, witii  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-three effective  aggregate  for  duty,  with  two 
biiUeries  of  light  artillery — Companv  H,  First 
regiiBent  Illinois  light  artillery,  with  three  twen- 
tr-poooder  Parrotts,  commanded  by  Captain  F. 
Be€rnM,aod  company  A,  of  die  same  regiment, 
vidi  four  twelve-poimd  light  field-guns,  effective 
aggregate  of  lK>th  for  duty  being  one  hundred  and 
forty-ooe,  m^ng  the  entire  strength  of  the 
dirisioo  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
one. 

The  division  remained  in  the  position  I  found 
it.  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy,  till 
Ansust  twenty-sixth,  when  at  eight  p.  m.  it  moved 
wi&  the  corps  in  the  direction  of  Fairburn, 
reaching  the  West  Point  and  Atlanta  railroad 
without  opposition,  at  a  point  about  thirteen 
arieo  firora  Atlanta,  at  twelve  m.,  August  twenty- 


Od  die  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  a  squad 
of  one  officer  and  nine  enlisted  men  of  a  Texas 
esvaby  regiment  was  captured  and  brought  in 
byC^>tain  George  M.Crane,  Eighth  Missouri  de- 
tMbmeut  The  division,  leading  the  corps,  took 
iptfae  march  at  seven  a.  m.,  the  thirtieth,  in  the 
£»ctiaD  of  Jonesboro*,  distant  thirteen  miles. 


After  moving  about  five  miles,  we  came  upon  a 
portion  of  Opatrick's  cavalry  that  had  been 
checked  by  two  brigades  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
enemy.  Forming  two  regiments  as  a  support  to 
the  skirmishers  already  made  strong,  they  all 
advanced  in  conjunction  with  some  troops  of  the 
Sixteenth  corps  on  the  right,  the  enemy  giving 
way.  As  often  as  the  enemy  found  time  during 
the  day,  he  endeavored,  by  making  temporary 
barricades,  and  by  the  use  of  artillery,  to  check 
our  column ;  but  the  march  was  kept  up  with 
but  little  delay  the  entire  day,  crossing  Flint 
river,  driving  him  from  the  other  side,  repairing 
the  bridge  and  pushing  to  within  one  fourth 
mile  of  the  town  before  dark.  At  this  time  we 
captured  an  infantry  soldier  from  the  enem}',  who 
intormed  us  that  two  divisions  Of  £^dee's 
corps  were  before  ns,  and  that  our  lines  were 
not  over  two  hundred  yards  apart  This  was 
also  made  probable  by  the  musketry  fire.  The 
troops  were  here  formed  in  line,  the  right  rest* 
ing  on  the  Fairburn  and  Jonesboro'  road,  and 
extending  north,  and  a  good  barricade  made 
along  their  front  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirty-first,  Colonel  Theodore  Jones,  commanding 
First  brigade  on  the  left,  was  directed  to  seize 
and  fortify  a  commanding  eminence  about  one 
half  mile  to  tiie  front  of  his  left  He  had  just 
gained  it,  when  the  enemy  came  also  to  occupy 
it  He  held  his  ground,  however,  with  a  portion 
of  his  command,  while  the  remainder  fortified 
the  position.  It  was  found  to  be  of  the  greatest 
importance,  as  it  overlooked  the  entire  front  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy.  Columns  of  rebel  troops 
were  now  seen  to  be  extending  to  our  left* 
planting  artillery  and  making  aU  dispositions 
necessary  to  attack.  As  he  extended  beyond  my 
left,  and  as  my  troops  were  formed  in  a  light 
line,  with  considerable  intervals,  a  brigade  from 
the  Seventeenth  corps  under  Colonel  ueorge  B. 
Bryant,  Twelfth  Wisconsin  volunteers,  and  two 
regiments  under  Colonel  William  B.  Woods, 
Seventy-sixth  Ohio  volunteers,  were  sent 
to  me,  and  posted  where  most  needed,  where 
they  afterward  periormed  good  service.  I  now 
had  sixteen  regiments  in  the  line  and  one  in  re- 
serve. No  point  of  it  could  be  given  up  with- 
out endangering  the  entire  line.  At  two  p.  m., 
the  enemy  commenced  a  vigorous  fire  of  artillery 
all  along  his  line,  and  was  soon  after  seen  ad  vano- 
ing  his  infantry.  We  had  good  works,  and  the 
attack  was  met  witii  the  most  perfect  confidence. 
He  came  on  with  two  full  lines,  supported  by 
troops  in  mass,  commg  in  one  place  ouite 
inside  the  works,  and  persisting  in  the  attack  for 
about  three  fourths  of  an  hour,  when  he  was 
completely  repulsed  at  all  points,  and  those  who 
came  too  near  captured. 

We  lost  quite  heavily  in  the  trenches  before 
the  fight  took  place,  but  during  the  fight  we  had 
but  eleven  killed,  fifty-two  wounded,  and  two 
missing. 

Of  &e  enemy  we  buried  over  two  hundred, 
captured  ninety-nine  unhurt,  and  seventy-nine 
wounded.  We  took  also  two  stands  of  colors, 
and  over  a  thousand  stands  of  small-arms.   I  have 
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reason  to  believe  that  over  a  thousand  of  the 
enemy  were  wounded. 

The  division  remained  in  this  position  during 
the  fight  of  the  Fourteenth  corps  on  the  first 
instant,  participating  in  it  from  behind  our 
works,  and  on  the  second  moved  forward  to 
near  Lovejoy's  Station,  remaining  in  position 
there  till  the  night  of  the  fourth,  when  it  moved 
back  to  Jonesboro',  and  on  the  sixth  and  seventh 
to  this  point 

I  learn  from  the  records  of  the  division,  that 
it  left  LarkinsviUe,  Alabama,  in  May,  with  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-one  effective 
men.    It  has  lost  in  the  campaign : 

Officers  killed 21 

Men  killed 195 

Total  killed 216 

Officers  wounded 63 

Men  wounded 1,166 

Total  wounded 1,229 

Officers  missing IB 

Men  missing 430 

Total  missing 448 

Grand  total 1,893 

The  division  has  taken  from  the  enemy  six 
hundred  and  three  prisoners,  three  stands  of 
colors,  two  thousand  and  forty-one  stands  of 
small  arms. 

I  have  to  render  my  warmest  thanks  to  ail  the 
commanders,  and  their  men,^  for  bravery  and 
good  conduct.  My  staff,  especially,  who  were 
strangers  to  me,  have  shown  that  devotion  to 
duty  which  merits  consideration.  Captain  Gror- 
don  Lofiand,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Captain  Geo.  M.  Crane, 
Eighth  Missouri  mounted  infantry,  commanding 
escort,  were  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty. 

To  Colonel  Theo.  Jones,  Thirtieth  Ohio  volun- 
teers, commanding  First  brigade,  I  have  to  call 
especial  attention,  for  close  attention  to  duty, 
and  a  quick,  efficient  method  of  performing  it 
I  believe  the  service  would  be  benefited  by  his 
promotion. 

Colonel  Wells  8.  Jones,  commanding  Second 
brigade,  has  also  shown  close  attention  to  duty, 
and  bravery  in  executing  it 

The  artiUery  of  this  division,  under  Captain 
F.  De  Grass,  has  performed  efficient  service. 

Brigadier-General  J.  A.  J.  Lightbum  was 
wounded  on  the  twenty-foiuiJi  of  August,  while 
near  the  lines  of  his  troops,  by  a  stray  bullet 
from  the  enemy,  causing  him,  for  the  present,  to 
b^  absent  from  the  front 

I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the 
narked  and  distinguished  service  of  this  divi- 
sion on  the  twenty-«eventh  of  June  at  Keriesaw 
Mountain,  and  on  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
eighth  of  July,  before  Atlanta,  with  the  hope, 


in  behalf  of  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
participated  in  those  engagements,  that  just 
and  proper  consideration  be  eiven  to  &ose 
who  were  present  and  can  speak  of  what  they 
saw. 

Enclosed  wiU  be  seen  a  sketch  of  the  field  of 
the  thirty-first,  also  the  accompanying  repoHs  of 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders. 

I  must  also  ask  the  indulgence  of  my  com- 
manders for  calling  attention  in  this  report  to 
the  subject  of  attacks  of  the  front  of  an  enenj 
in  position.  Since  the  accurate-shooting  rifle 
has  replaced  the  random-firing  musket;  since 
troops  now,  when  in  position,  protect  their  per- 
sons  by  shelters  against  bullets,  and  since  they 
can  no  longer  be  scared  from  the  line,  but  see 
safety  in  maintaining  it ;  and  citine  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  diaproportinn  of  aavantage  in 
those  contests,  the  battle  of  the  twenty-eighth 
of  July,  when  the  enemy  aUacked  under  such 
circumstances,  leaving  of  his  dead  in  front 
of  this  division,  three  hundred  Mid  twenty, 
while  he  killed  along  the  same  front  but  twelve, 
and  on  the  thirty-first  of  August,  when  he  left 
over  two  hundred  dead,  and  killed  of  us  but 
eleven. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.   HikZKN, 

Brigadier-GeoenL 

BBIOADIER-OENERAL  GROSES  REPORT. 
HsAWiUAsmB  TtaRD  Bbmsadb,  Tnmt  DnrBOH,] 

FOCRTH  ABUT  GOKTB,  >> 

AxLksrtAt  Gborgu,  September  6,  1864^    J 

Ocmt  E.  D,  Mason,  A.  A.  O.,  Firtl  Division : 

Sir  :  In  completion  of  my  duties  in  connection 
with  the  arduous  campaign  just  closed,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  therein  by 
my  command,  the  Fift^^-nintb  Illinois,  Gdonel 
Post,  Seventy-fifth  Illinois,  Colonel  Beimett, 
Eighty-fourth  Illinois,  Colonel  Waters,  Eightieth 
Dhnois,  LieutenantrColonel  Kilgour,  Nintb  In- 
diana, Colonel  Suman,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana, 
Lieutenant4>>lonel  Cary,  Thirtieth  Indiana^  Cap- 
tain Dawson,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Gi^ 
tain  Iawsou,  to  which  was  attached  battery  B, 
Pennsylvania.  Effective  force,  officers  uid  men, 
about  two  thousand  nine  hundred.  By  orders 
from  Major-General  Stanley,  Division  Com- 
mander, we  marched,  with  the  balance  of  his 
command,  on  the  third  day  of  May,  1864,  from 
our  dunp  at  Blue  Springs,  near  Cleveland,  Ten- 
nessee, to  Red  Clay,  on  the  Georgia  state  line, 
and  camped  for  the  night 

May  4. — Marched  with  tJie  division  to  Cktoosa 
Springs,  Georgia  (with  light  sktrmisfaing),  for 
concentration  with  the  army,  where  we  rested 
until  May  seventh,  when  we  marched  with  tlie 
corps,  drove  tlie  enemy  from,  and  possessed 
Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia.  For  several  succeeding 
days  we  advanced  upon,  and  ineffectually  en- 
deavored to  drive  the  enemy  from  Rocky-Face 
Ridge,  in  oiir  front  My  position  was  on  the 
left  of  tiie  rail  and  wagon  roads  leading  through 
Buzzard-Roost  Gap,  on  the  Dalton  road.    Tua 
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weii^  had  strongl j  fortified  this  pass  and  the 
tiie  hieh  ridge  on  either  side.  I  had  some  pre- 
Tioiis  knowledge  of  the  position,  and  knew  that 
it  was  ippregmible  to  our  assaults,  but  in  obe- 
dicDoe  to  orders,  we  frequently  made  the  at- 
tempt vith  a  heavy  skirmish  line,  at  which  my 
bis  was  about  forty  men.  Finally,  a  portion  of 
our  am^  haring  passed  the  ridge  further  south, 
00  the  momii^  of  the  thirteenth  of  May,  it  was 
found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  our  front, 
w^  I  was  ordered  and  moved  in  pursuit  on 
tbeOalton  road,  but  soon  came  up  with  the 
rear  ^uard  of  the  enemy,  and  skirmishing  com- 
nem^  We  drove  to  and  through  iMton; 
my  forces  (Ninth  and  Thkty-sixth  Indiana),  the 
firet  to  enter  the  place  so  long  a  stronghold  of 
tfaeeoemy.  We  continued  j£e  pursuit,  and  at 
tbont  twelve  m.,  three  miles  south  of  Dalton,  on 
the  Resaca  ro^,  we  came  m>on  the  enemy,  in 
fiee  upon  a  hifh,  wooded  hill ;  as  we  approach- 
ed ke  opened  upon  us  with  a  battery  of  artillery. 
Oir  artillery  was  placed  in  position,  and  a  heavy 
duet  coomienced  across  a  laree  open  farm,  with 
a  low  vaUey  between.  The  Ninth  and  Tliirty- 
nxth  Indiana,  suppK)rted  on  the  right  by  the 
£giitj-fourth  Illinois,  were  ordered  into  line, 
•ad  advanced  across  the  valley  **  double-quick," 
uadet  a  heavy  fire,  ascended  the  wooded  hill, 
droTe  the  enemy  from  his  barricades,  and  oar- 
rkd  the  place  with  very  light  loss.  This  was 
tke  last  of  our  fighting  for  the  day.  We  advanced 
a  few  miles  to  me  nght,  entered  Sugar  Valley, 
aod  camped  (with  the  corps  in  line),  for  the 
night 

May  14. — Early  this  morning,  our  corps 
moved  toward  tlie  enemy's  position  at  Resaca, 
09  the  right  bank  of  the  Oostanaula  river, 
Otofgia.  At  about  twelve  m.,  we  came  upon 
the  enemy  in  position,  about  three  miles  from 
the  rivtf.  The  face  of  the  country  is  rough  and 
liiBy,  interspaced  with  sroaQ  farms,  but  mostly 
beafy  wooaland,  with  thick  underbrush.  I  was 
directed  and  put  my  command  in  position  in 
dodUe  lines  on  the  left  of  Q^neiul  Hazen's 
brigade  of  (general  Wood's  division.  The 
SeTciity-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Eightieth  lUinois, 
&T^^-fifth  Illinois,  Thirtieth  Indiana  in  the 
^t  Ime.  The  ground  was  too  rough  for  the 
aitiOery  to  move  with  us.  About  one  o'clock, 
Oenenl  Wood  informed  me  he  was  ready  to 
advance,  and  I  had  received  ordars  to  advance 
in  connection  with  his  division.  The  other  two 
brigades  of  our  division  were  to  have  been  in 
Hm  on  my  left^  but  did  not  come  up,  and  the- 
fines  advanced  about  two  o'clock,  my  brigade 
00  the  extreme  left  of  the  advancing  lines.  We 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  wo6dland,  in  which 
v<:  formed,  across  a  farm  in  my  front,  through 
tcotber  woodland,  then  over  another  small 
"fitkj  Curm,  and  over  a  high,  wooded  hill  be- 
Tond,  upon  which  we  were  ordered  to  halt — a 
firm  in  a  valley  to  our  front,  and  the  enemy 
^irttfied  oD  the  wooded  hills  beyond.  Here  I 
caond  barricades  to  be  constructed  in  front  of 
myfirontfine;  late  in  tiie  afternoon  the  other 
two  brigades  of  our  division  came  up,  and  took 


position  on  my  left  The  enemy,  near  night, 
advanced  upon  them,  and  drove  them  back. 
When  I  discovered  them  giving  way,  I  imme«^ 
diately  formed  a  line  from  my  rear  regiments, 
facing  to  my  left,  perpendicular  to  the  rear,  to 
protect  the  left  flank  of  the  main  line.  This 
new  formation  was  made  by  the  Fifty-ninth  Il- 
linois, one  wing  of  the  Eighty-fourth  and  Thirty- 
sixth  Indiana.  It  was  Iprmed  and  ready  for 
action,  with  skirmishers  out,  in  less  than  tea 
minutes.  Our  batteries  in  the  meantime,  had 
been  brought  up  and  put  in  position,  under  the 
command  and  nersonaJ  supervision  of  the  gal- 
lant, brave,  and  lamented  Captain  Simonson,  of 
the  FifU^  Indiana  battery,  on  the  left  of  this 
flank  line,  but  the  enemy  moved  rapidly  forward 
toward  and  to  the  left  of  the  batteries,  with,  as 
he  thought,  no  doubt,  a  sure  prize  before  him. 
But  the  ever-ready  Major-General  Joe  Hooker 
was  advancing  widi  his  corps  at  this  point,  and 
met  the  advancing  enemji,  engaged  and  drove 
him  back  with  severe  punishment  My  front 
line  was  engaged  at  long  range  with  tli^  enemy 
while. the  fight  with  Hooker  was  goine  on. 
Night  soon  threw  her  mantle  over  the  bloody 
scene,  and  all  was  quiet  except  continued  skir- 
mishing. In  this  day's  battle,  some  of  our 
bravest  and  best  officers  and  men  were  among 
the  fallen.  My  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, Captain  Davis,  of  the  Seventy-seventh 
Peimsylvania,  a  brave,  good  boldier  fell  here. 

May  15. — Major-General  Hooker's  corps  ad- 
vanced on  my  left,  my  left  swinging  around  to 
assist;  and  a  severe  engagement  ensued,  in 
which  we  gained  signal  advantages,  capturing 
prisoners  and  artillery,  and  the  enemy  had  to 
retreat  during  the  night,  leaving  most  of  his 
dead  and  wounded  in  our  possession. 

May  16. — We  pursued  the  retreating  anen^y 
across  the  Oostanaula  at  Resaca,  and  advanced 
to  near  Calhoun,  and  camped  for  the  night 

May  17. — Advanced,  encountering  the  enemy's 
rear,  with  heavy  skirmishing,  to  near  Adairs- 
ville,  (xa.,  and  lay  for  the  night  My  command 
not  engaged  to-day. 

May  18. — Passed  Adairsville,  the  enemy  re- 
treating with  light  skirmishing,  and  camped 
for  the  night  on  the  Kingston  road. 

May  19. — Moved  on  to  Kingston,  found  the 
enemy  in  position;  attacked  and  drove  him; 
most  of  the  Fourth  corps  engaged ;  my  con^ 
maud  captured  enemy's  hospitals,  with  property, 
&;c.,  kc.  Continued  to  drive  the  enemy,  with 
heavy  skirmishmg  and  artillery  firine  on  both 
sides,  so  at  night&ll  the  enemy  was  driven  into 
his  prepared  trenches  on  a  high  ridge  to  the 
south-east  of  Cassville.  At  this  point  we  made 
a  j  unction  with  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  Major- 
General  Hooker,  and  during  the  night  tne  enemy 
again  retreated,  crossing  the  Etowah  river, 
seven  miles  distant,  burning  the  bridges  behina 
him.    Our  loss  not  heavy. 

We  rested  in  camp  at  Cassville  until  May 
twenty-third,  when  we  marched,  crossed  the 
Etowah  river  to  the  right  of  the  Atlanta  road^ 
and  camped  at  Euharley. 
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May  24 — Marched  to  Bornt  Hickory. 

May  25. — Advanced  toward  Dallas,  crossed 
Pumpkin-vine  creek,  rested  in  reserve  in  rear 
of  Major-General  Hooker's  corps,  while  he  had 
heavy  fightine  in  front,  late  in  the  evening. 

May  26. — Moved  into  position  on  left  of 
Twentieth  corps,  pressed  close  upon  the  enemy's 
lines  and  fortified,  four  miles  north  of  Dallas. 

May  27. — Chaiieed  position  to  the  left,  reliev- 
ing General  Wood's  troops.  Close  skirmishing 
all  day. 

May  28. — Advanced,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
outposts,  and  fortified. 

May  29. — Advanced  the  battery  to  front  line. 
Heavy  skirmishing.  During  the  nighl  the  ene- 
my attacked,  and  was  repulsed  with  severe  loss. 

We  continued  the  varied  scenes,  some  changes 
^n  position,  with  heavy  skirmishing,  until  the 
night  of  the  fourth  of  June,  when  the  enemy 
withdrew  from  our  front 

-June  6. — Marched •witii  the  corps  east  ten 
miles,  to  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  Ack- 
worth,  mi  railroad,  where  we  remained  with 
comparative  quiet  «ntil  June  tenth,  when  we 
moved  three  miles  south-east,  and  found  the 
enemv  in  strong  position  on  Pine  Mountain,  in 
my  front.  Skirmishing  commenced  and  con- 
tinued until  the  night  of  the  thirteenth  of  June,  < 
when  the  enemy  retired,  and  my  brigade  ad- 
vanced upon  the  mountain  early  on  the  morning 
of  June  fourteenth.  On  this  mountain  lb  where 
Bishop  Polk,  General  of  the  rebel  army,  fell,  by 
a  shot  from  the  Fifth  Indiana  battery,  under 
Captain  Simonson.  The  battery  was  in  position 
at  the  front  and  right  of  mv  lines.  We  pursued 
the  enemy  two  miles  to  his  new  position,  and 
found  him  strongly  fortified. 

June  16. — Advanced  my  lines  of  trenches 
with  ^lard  skirmishing.  On  'this  day  we  hsA 
the  sad  misfortxme  to  lose  the  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  Captain  Simonson,  our  Chief  of  Ad&Uery. 

June  l7. — ^The  enemy  again  withdrew — we 
pmrsued — Wood's  division  in  front — with  heavy 
skirmishing. 

June  19. — ^The  enemy  retired  during  the 
night;  we  pursued,  my  brigade  in  advance. 
At  two  miles  we  came  npon  the  enemy,  upon 
the  east  side  of  a  laree  farm ;  mv  lines  were 
formed  for  an  attack.  The  Ninth  and  Thirty-sixth 
Indiana,  Eightieth  and  Eighty-fourth  Illinois,  in 
the  front  line,  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  position,  and  into  their  fortifications 
upon  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the  adjacent 
hills.  My  loss  was  severe,  particularly  in  of- 
ficers ;  Lieutenant  Bowman,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana, 
fell  mortally  wounded,  bravely  leading  his  men 
in  the  advance. 

June  20. — Contest  continued,  the  enemy 
trying  to  hold,  and  we  to  drive  him  from,  a 
swamp  between  our  main  trenches,  in  which  we 
succeeded,  but  were  compelled  to  abandon  a  por- 
tion of  the  ground  because  of  a  destructive  fire 
from  the  enemy's  artillery,  bearing  thereon  from 
their  main  works.  Upon  tne  evening  of  this  day, 
the  Ninth  Indiana,  afterward  reh'eved  by  the 
Fifty-ninth  Illinois,  were  moved  across  the  oreek 


to  the  ri^ht,  to  assist  the  Second  brigade  (Qeo- 
eral  Whitaker).  I  have  learned  by  the  news- 
papers that  the  enemy  made  seven  unsuccesfifiil 
assaults  on  the  lines  of  this  brigade  at  th^  point 
I  will  have  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  Colonel  So- 
man, Ninth  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Post,  Fiftj-mntiii 
Illinois,  for  the  facts  in  the  premises,  is  they 

Earticipated  in  whatever  fighting  took  place. 
1  these  two  days  the  losses  in  my  commaQd 
were  very  heavy. 

June  21. — On  this  day  I  was  ordered  to  seod 
my  rear  regiments  to  tiie  right  of  the  division, 
to  support  the  First  brigade  in  an  attack  and 
critical  position,  and  accordingly  moved  wilii 
the  Eighty-fourth  and  Eightieth  Illinois,  Thir- 
tieth Indiana,  and  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylw 
nia,  to  the  position  indicateid,  and  placed  them  in 
reserve. 

June  22. — Moved  with  whole  brigade  daring 
afternoon  and  night  two  miles  to  the  right,  to 
support  and  relieve  a  part  of  the  Twentieth 
corps.  Took  position  in  close  proximity  to  the 
enemy  and  fortified. 

Jime  23. — Was  ordered  and  made  an  attack 
on  Uie  enemy's  line,  which  was  unsuccessful, 
and  with  fearful  loss  upon  our  skirmish  lines^ 
heavily  formed.  lieutenant  Hendricks,  Thirty- 
sixth  Indiana,  an  accomplished  voung  officer, 
fell  dead  in  this  attack  pierced  by  a  Minie 
ball. 

June  24,  25,  and  26.^Heavy  firing  at  the  in- 
trenched position  of  the  enemy,  four  hundred 
yajrds  distant 

June  27. — Heavy,  assault  made  npon  the  ene- 
my's lines  at  various  points ;  my  command  was 
in  one  line,  all  in  the  trenches,  and  was  not  to 
advance,  yet  suffered  considerable  loss.  The 
assault  failed,  with  heavy  loss  to  our  arms. 
Heavy  skirmishing  and  artillery  firing  kept  up 
on  both  sides  until  the  night  of  the  second  of 
July,  when  the  enemy  retreated  under  cover  of 
the  night,  and  lost  their  hold  and  position  on 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  vacated  Marietta. 

July  3. — f^u^ued  the  enemy  early ;  my  bri- 
gade in  advance.  Fifly-ninth  Dlinois  &8t  to 
enter  Marietta.  Found  the  enemy  in  the  even^ 
ing,  five  miles  from  Marietta,  on  Atlanta  road, 
strongly  intrenched. 

July  4. — Celebrated  the  national  anniversaiy 
by  a  charge  over  a  large  corn-farm,  carried  the 
enemy's  otiter  works,  taking  many  prisoner^ 
with  a  loss  of  eigbtv4iine  kuled  and  woundea 
in  my  brigade.  Held  the  position  until  night, 
under  the  cover  of  which  the  enemy  withdrew 
four  miles  to  the  Chattahoochee  river.  Captain 
Hale,  brigade  officer  of  the  day,  of  the  Seventy- 
fifth  nUnois,  one  of  the  best  offioors  in  the  army, 
fell  here. 

July  5. — ^Pursued  the  enemy.  Wood's  division 
in  front,  to  the  river.  Continued  skirmishing 
until  July  tenth. 

July  10.— Marched  five  miles  up  the  river. 

July  12.— Crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  marched 
down  the  left  bank,  and  encamped  at  Powers' 
Ferry,  in  front  of  Twentv-third  corps,  with  our 
corps;   Thirty-sixth   Indiana  commenoed    and 
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boOty  wfafle  here,  a  trestle  bridge  over  the 
hitat,  which  was  completed  on  the  sixteenth  of 
JbIt. 

/ulj  18- — MoTed  from  Powers'  Feny,  with 
corps,  to  near  Buckhead,  south  seven  miles. 

Jaly  19. — ^Advanced  across  Peach-tree  creek, 
Seventj-fifth  Illinois  in  advance ;  skirmished  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  destroyed  bridge,  and 
reboilt  flie  same. 

Joly  20. — Moved  with  division.  Second  bri- 
gade in  front ;  crossed  South  Peach-tree  creek ; 
cune  upon  the  fortified  position  of  the  enemy, 
west  into  line  on  the  right  of  the  Second  bri- 
gade, attacked  the  rifle-pits  of  the  rebels,  and 
orried  the  same,  taking  forty-three  prisoners. 

Jnbf  21d — Advanced  my  fines  tind  fortified; 
Bkinmahed  all  day.  At  night  the  enemy  re- 
tired. 

July  22. — ^Pvrsued  the  enemy  at  three  o'clock 
A. I.;  came  up  to  him  in  his  fortifications  at 
nnrise,  in  front  of  Atlanta,  (Georgia,  on  the 
Mfth,  two  miles  fropa  the  centre  of  the  city, 
tw^  position;  the  balance  of  the  division 
CHue  ^  on  the  left,  Wood's  division  on  the 
right  Here  we  intrenched ;  skirmished  with  the 
CMiBj daily;  took  up  his  picket  lines  twice, 
optioing  most  of  them,  until  the  twenty-sev- 
eatfi  of  Jul/.  Major-General  Stanley  beine 
UBigned  to  command  the  corps,  I  came  in  and 
ifisomed  command  of  the  division. 

August  5. — ^Relieved  from  command  of  divi- 
sion, and  assigned  as  Brieadier  to  the  command 
of  the  brigade  again.  On  this  dav,  by  orders 
irom  a>rps  headquarters,  the  brigade  attempted 
10  anaut  on  ^e  enemy's  works,  and  lost  thirty- 
lix  men,  among  whom  were  the  brave  Captain 
Walker,  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania, 
aad  the  gallant  young  officer,  Lieutenant  Wil- 
hrd,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana. 

August  22. — At^ched  at  three  o'clock,  with 
Bx  regiments,  two  miles  to  the  left ;  struck  the 
enemy's  out  picket  hue,  drove  them,  captured 
e^ht  prisoners,  made  demonstration,  and  return- 
ed, with  small  loss.  On  the  fifteenth  of  Aug^ust, 
tbe  ^hty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ke^  was  transposed  into  my  brigade,  and  the 
ri%-Qinth  Slinois  into  the  Second  brigade. 
With  frequent  skirmishing  and  changes  of  lines 
nd  positions  of  regiments,  this  brigade  sub- 
stantially remained  at  the  same  position  in  the 
liege  of  Atlanta,  from  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-second  of  July  until  the  night  of  the 
tweaty-fifth  of  August,  when  we  received 
orders  and  marched  to  the  right,  seven  miles, 
tu  Procter's  creek,  and  rested  until  daylight  on 
tile  morning  of  August  twenty-sixth,  when, 
starting  at  eight  o'clock  a.  x.,  we  moved  with 
the  corps  seven  miles  south,  across  Utoy  creek, 
led  camped  for  the  night 

Aogust  27. — Marched,  with  corps,  four  miles 
tfMXh,  to  Camp  creek,  and  camped. 

August  28. — Marched  south-east  three  miles, 
tn  Red  Oak  station  on  West  Point  railroad, 
Kriking  this  road  twelve  miles  south-west  from 
Adanta. 

August  29. — ^Lay  still  and  fortified. 


August  30. — Marched  to  Shoal  creek,  five 
miles. 

August  31. — ^The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  fight- 
ing to  day  in  front  and  on  west  of  Jonesboro', 
Georgia ;  our  corps  advanced  east ;  met  cavahry 
behind  works  on  east  bank  of  Flint  river.  My 
brigade  was  formed.  Ninth  Indiana,  Eighty- 
fourth  Dlinois,  and  Eighty-fourth  Indiana  in  front 
line,  and  with  a  strong  skirmish  line  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  position,  and  advanced,  Wood's 
division  in  front,  Twenty-third  corps  on  our 
left,  and  both  corps  struck  the  Macon  railroad 
about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  fortified  the  posi- 
tion, my  command*^  in  Une  on  the  right  of  the 
division,  the  Second  division,  General  New- 
ton, extending  my  right;  our  corps  fronting 
south.    All  quiet  during  the  night 

September  1. — Our  division  marched  at  six 
o'clock  A.  M.,  First  brigade  in  advance,  moving 
on  the  railroad  toward  Jonesboro',  and  under 
orders  spent  most  of  the  day  in  destruction  of 
railroad  as  we  advanced.  At  about  four  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  advance  brigade  of  our  division  made 
a  junction  with  the  left  of  the  Fourteenth  corps 
on  the  railroad,  at  a  point  about  two  miles  north 
of  Jonesboro'.  The  First  brigade  formed  in  line, 
its  right  near  or  upon  the  railroad.  I  was  ordered 
by  General  Kimball  to  prolong  the  left  of  the 
First  brigade,  which  I  did  without  halting,  until 
my  advance  was  checked  by  getting  into  a  thick 
bramble  of  underbrush  and  a  swamp  in  a  dense 
woodland,  through  which  it  was  impossible  to 
ride,  and  the  enemv  with  a  heavy  skirmish  line 
in  our  front,  and  his  artillery  in  reach  playing 
upon  us,  contributed  to  impede  our  progress. 
The  course  or  direction  when  I  entered  the 
woods -seemed  to  be  about  south,  and^  upon 
emerging  from  it,  at  a  distance  of  a  half  to  three 
fourths  of  a  mile,  the  brigade  to  my  right  ,had 
shifted  to  the  right  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  had 
to  move  right  oblique  to  fill  the  space,  and  my 
lefl  swinging  around  so  that  when  my  lines  came 
upon  the  lines  of  the  enemy  behind  barricades,  my 
front  was  about  south-west  And  by  the  time  we 
got  the  lines  straightened  up  and  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers driven  back,  and  the  position  of  the  enemy 
discovered,  night  came  on.  Yet  my  lines,  Seven- 
ty-seventh Pennsylvania,  Eighty-fourth  and  Eigh- 
tieth Illinois,  and  Ninth  Indiana,  in  front  line, 
pressed  forward  under  a  heavy  canister  fire  from 
the  enemy's  guns  to  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  their  barricaded  lines.  When  the  fighting 
ceased  at  dark,  one  of  General  Newton's  brigades 
had  moved  up  toward  my  left,  and  his  skirmish 
line  connected  with  the  left  of  my  front  battle- 
line.  The  barricade  of  the  enemy  ceased  oppo- 
site the  left  of  my  lines.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  withdrew. 

September  2. — At  early  day  I  advanced  my 
brigade  into  the  enemy's  vacated  works,  issued 
rations,  and  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on 
the  road  toward  Lovejoy,  my  brigade  in  advance 
of  our  division,  the  Second  and  Third  divisions 
of  our  corps  in  advance  of  me.  At  about  one 
or  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  our  advance  came  up  to  the 
enemy,  and  in  the  deploying  of  the  column,  I 
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was  ordered  and  moved  to  the  left  of  the  rail- 
road, about  one  mile  and  a  half ;  formed  my 
lines,  Eighty-fourth  Indiana,  Eighty-fourth  D- 
linois,  and  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  in  front  line,  in 
a  corn-field  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Knefler's  bri- 
gade, of  Wood's  division,  and  advanced  rapidly 
as  the  ground  (very  rough  and  hilly)  would 
permit.  We  soon  came  upon  the  enemy  in 
rifle-pits,  about  five-hundred  yards  in  advance 
of  his  main  works  (heavy  trenches),  assaulted 
and  carried  the  pits,  taking  most  of  the  men  in 
them  prisoners.  Our  advance  skirmishers  went 
beyond  these  pits  toward  the  main  works  of  the 
enemy,  but  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss. 
Much  of  the  injury  I  received  here  was  from 
the  enemy's  artillery  with  canister.  Our  artil- 
lery did  not  come  up  until  next  day,  nearly 
twenty-fotu*  hours  after  the  fight ;  my  front  lines 
maintained  their  positions  at  the  line  of  these 
pits,  and  fortified  diuing  the  night  Colonel 
Taylor's  brigade  soon  came  into  position  on  my 
left.  The  loss  in  my  command  during  these  two 
last  days  was  ninety  killed  and  wounded; 
among  the  latter  were:  Captain  Brinton,  my 
A.  A.  A.  G.,  severe  wound  in  arm ;  Major  Phillips, 
Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  arm  off;  Captain 
Fellows  and  Captain  Taylor  of  the  Eighty-fourth 
Indiana ;  all  fell  bravelv  at  their  pos&. 

September  3. — No  change  in  position  to-day, 
but  much  firing  at  each  other's  Imes,  with  some 
casualties,  which  remained  so  until  the  morning 
of  September  fifth.    When  twenty-six  miles  east 


of  south  of  Atlanta,  in  front  of  Lovejoy,  a  station 
on  the  Macon  raik-oad,  and  seventy-five  miles 
from  the  latter  place,  orders  were  received 
announcing  that  the  campaign  had  ended, 
and  that  the  army  would  fall  Mck  to  Atlanta, 
rest  for  one  month,  and  "  prepare  for  a  fine 
winter's  campaign."  Thus  ended  ihe  most 
eventful  and  successful  campaign  in  the  history 
of  the  war.  The  enemy  driven  from  Dalton,  hi 
stronghold,  over  rivers  and  mountains,  natnral 
strong  military  positions  one  after  another  were 
yielded  up  to  the  power  of  our  arms,  until  the 
**  Gate  City,"  Atlanta,  was  at  last  vacated  to  the 
onward  march  of  our  brave  and  gallant  armies. 
It  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command, 
to  notice  in  t«rms  of  gratification  to  myself,  and 
commendation  to  them,  that  better  soldiers  I 
never  wish  nor  expect  to  command :  all  willing 
and  ready  to  obey  every  order,  without  regard 
to  fatigue,  peril  or  danger,  without-  halt  or  hesi- 
tation. Many  acts  of  distinguished  vsJor  could 
be  mentioned  that  came  under  my  immediate 
notice,  but  they  are  so  numerous  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  fuU  justice  to  alL 

The  effective  force  of  my  command- mon&lj 
during  the  campaign  was  as  follows : 

May  30, 1864,  including  battery,. 2J53 

June  30,    **  **  "     2,739 

July  31,     "  "  **     2,395 

August  31,"      without  "     .  1,979 

The  casualties  of  the  campaign  are  as  follows : 


ComcAnx 


Killed. 
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Fffty-nlnUi  Illinois  Yolanteer  Infentry 

Seventf-flfth  nitoois  Volunteer  Infimtry 

Eightieth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  

Eighty -fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantiy 

Ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry 

Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteer  InflEmtry 

Seventy-seronth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

Eighty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry 

Battery  B,  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Artillery. . . . 
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This  presents  the  bitter  of  such  a  brilliant 
campaign,  and  leaves  many  aching  hearts,  not 
only  with  families  and  friends  at  home,  but 
these  fallen  heroes  wiU  ever  be  remembered 
and  lamented  by  their  comrades  in  arms,  as 
the  jewels  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  their 
country. 

A  change  of  provost-marshals  inadvertently 
deranged  the  papers,  so  I  am  now  unable  to 

five  an  accurate  list  of  the  prisoners  captured 
y  my  command  during  the  campaign,  but  the 
jprobable  number  was  about  five  hundred  to  six 


hundred.  From  my  situation  I  have  been  uiiaMe 
to  have  the  reporte  of  regimental  commanders 
before  me,  and  will  respectfully  refer  to  thsm 
to  be  forwarded  herewith,  for  more  minute  pa^ 
ticulars,  and  for  a  list  of  casualties  in  their 
respective  commands. 

I  am.  Captain, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
■     W.  Gbosb, 
BrigtajfiT-Qtiabnl  OominandJiic. 

Fbank  Binqham, 

CkpUlB,  A.  A.  A.  Q. 
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CAPTAIN  L.  M.  KEUjOGO'S  RSZ^RT. 

Bbadqit Anas  nw  BmiAiW)  1 

FDR  Sipjuutb  Dithiok,  Alan  Cosn,  I 

LooEovr  MouMTACf ,  Tsmi. ,        f 

March  8, 1866.     J 

GcfiRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  report 
of  detachment  Eighteenth  United  States  iiifan- 
trj.  while  onder  command  of  Captain  Lyman 
M.  KelJogg,  Eighteenth  infantij,  from  June 
futnteenth,  1864,  to  September  nrst,  1864,  and 
iMpectfiillj  request  that  it  be  placed  with  the 
other  reports  of  the  regiment,  and  of  the  Second 
brigide.  First  division.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Kikq, 
•  Brlgadler-GoneraL 

Bdndier-Oeiiera]  W.  D.  Whifpli, 

.  A.  A.  O.  sad  Chief  of  Stair, 

Deiyrimeiit  of  the  Camberlaod. 

Gasp  BuHimiui  UioriD  Statv  InrAimT,  ) 

LOOBOUT  MOCltTAIjr,  TimVKSBC.  } 

Febraary  36, 1866.     ) 

Bruifodter-Oenerai  W,  2>.  Whipple,  Assistant 
Ai^utatU-Oeneral,  Depetrtmeni  vtmberland : 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
tbe  operstioos  of  the  detachment  of  the  Eight- 
eeoth  United  States  infantry,  embracing  sixteen 
oonpani^  of  the  First,  Second  and  Third  ba^ 
yioDs,  while  mider  my  command  during  the 
AtUnta  campaign,  from  the  fourteenth  of  June  to 
th<  first  of  September,  1864,  inclusive,  and  re- 
ipectfally  request  that  it  be  included  in  the 
reports  of  the  detachments  already  received 
fnm  Captains  G.  W.  Smith  and  R.  R  Hull 
This  report  would  have  been  rendered  sooner, 
bat  for  tiie  fact  that  I  was  severely  wounded 
It  the  battle  of  Jonesboro*,  (Georgia,  on  the  first 
of  September,  1864. 

OPERATIONS. 

In  front  c^  Kenesaw  Mountain  the  detachment 
hat,  after  I  assumed  Ammand  in  the  month  of 
/me,  wounded,  eight  enlisted  men. 

July  4. — The  detachment  supported  two  bat- 
toies  under  a  destructively  severe  artillery  fire 
from  the  enemy.  Also  charged  rebel  line  of 
ikiTBiishers  and  drove  them,  thus  causing  or  ma- 
temfly  aiding  in  caosing  the  whole  rebel  line  to 
ericoate  its  position  during  the  ensuing  night 

July  30. — The  detachment  in  the  battle  of 
Feach-tree  creek  was  under  musketry  ^fiire ;  .also 
Bsbjected  to  severe  shelling. 

Jsly  22. — ^Intrenched  within  one  and  a  half 
is'lee  Off  Atbota,  Georgia. 

Loss  during  July,  1864 :  • 

CnoHnTssioned  o£Boers,  wounded 3 

Kulistedmen,  **        :....  21 

«  killed 1 

•*        *  missing 1 

Total 26 

Angnst  3. — ^Tbe  detachment  deployed  as  skir- 
ttahers  and  drove  the  enemy  8  oavahry  vedettes 
ndpckets. 


August  7. — The  detachment  assaulted  the 
enemy's  line  of  rifle-pits ;  the  detachment  of  the 
Fifteenth  United  States  infantry  and  Eleventh 
Michigan  volunteer  infantry  supported  detach- 
ment Eighteenth  United  States  infantry,  and 
very  soon  connected  with  it  on  its  ri^ht,  the 
whole  being  under  my  command,  as  senior  offi- 
cer on  tiie  field.  Engaged  with  the  enemy.  After 
tlie  first  assault  I  took  advantage  of  a  ravine 
beyond  the  open  field,  over  which  we  had  driven 
the  enemy,  to  reform  the  line,  which  had  become 
partially  aisorganized,  owing  to  the  difficulties 
of  the  ground  and  the  verv  severe  flank  and 
front  fi^,  both  artillery  and  musketry,  which 
had  been  playing  on  us  while  driving  the  enemy 
across  the  open  field.  After  I  had  reformed,  I 
again  moved  forward  with  the  Eighteenth  and 
Fifteenth  regulars,  driving  the  enemy  into  their 
main  works,  and  arriving  with  my  line,  composed 
of  the  regular  regiments  above  mentioned,  at  the 
abatis  close  to  the  enemy's  main  works.  The 
Eleventh  Michigan  during  the  second  assault  re- 
mained in  position,  protecting  my  right 

Had  I  been  supported,  and  the  enemy  attacked 
by  the  division  on  my  right,  and  by  the  brigade 
on  my  left,  as  I  had  been  told  would  be  the 
case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  main  line  of  works 
aromid  Atlanta  would  have  fallen  on  the  seventh 
of  August. 

The  forces  under  my  command  had  been  en- 
gaged from  one  o'clock  p.  m.  until  nearly  dusk ; 
nearly  one  third  of  my  men  had  been  put  hors 
de  combat,  and  I  was  almost  entirely  out  of  am- 
munition, not  having  had  time  to  send  to  the 
rear  for  it,  so  that  had  I  finally  succeeded  in  enter- 
ing the  enemy's  works,  I  should  only  have  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  my  remaining  smaU  force  over 
to  the  enemy  as  prisoners.  We,  however,  suc- 
cessfully advanced  our  main  line  about  half  a 
mile,  intrenching  and  holding  it,  taking  three 
lines  of  rebel  nfle-pits,  and  capturing  a  large 
number  of  prisoners,  three  hundred  of  them 
being  credited  to  my  command  ;  a  large  number 
of  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  rear  without  a 
guard,  not  having  men  to  spare,  by  my  orders, 
and  were  taken  up,  I  have  been  told,  by  Gen- 
eral Carlin's  brigade,  which  was  undoubtedly 
credited  with  the  number  thus  taken  up.  Gen- 
eral Carlin's  brigade,  however,  was  not  actually 
engaged,  and  did  not,  I  am  sure,  capture  a 
single  prisoner.  This  assault  was  most  success- 
ful and  brilliant,  and  due  credit  should  be  given 
to  whom  it  was  mainly  owing,  viz. :  the  Eight- 
eenth and  Fifteen^  regulars. 

Loss  during  August,  1864 : 

Commissitmed  officers  wounded 2 

Enlisted  men  wounded .31 

«    killed   7 

"  "    missing 4 

Total  44 

September  1. — ^The  detachment  as  a  portion 
of  the  regular  brigade,  was  most  active- 
ly engaged  with  the  enemy  at  the  batUe  of 
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Jonesboro',  Georgia.  We  assaulted  the  enemy's 
intrenched  position  in  the  edge  of  woods, 
moving  in  line  of  battle  through  an  open,  diffi- 
cult swamp,  across  an  open  field,  under  the 
severest  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  flank  and 
front 

It  became  necessary  to  reform  the  line,  after 
crossing  the  swamp,  and  finding  it  almost  im- 
possible to  get  my  men  forward  through  the 
fire,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  eive  them  the  en- 
coiu-agement  of  my  example  ^,  indeed,  I  had 
previously  done,  especially  on  tilie  seventh  of 
August),  and  so  rode  in  front  of  my  colors,  and 
caused  them  to  be  successfully  planted  on  the 
enemy's  works,  jumping  my  horse  over  them, 
at  the  time  they  were  filled  with  tiie  enemy, 
being  the  first  man  of  our  army  over  the 
enemy's  works.  I  was  almost  instantly  struck 
from  my  horse,  inside  of  the  enemy's  works, 
while  cheering  on  my  men,  being  severely 
wounded  by  shell  and  bullet  I  however,  held 
the  works,  and  retained  command  for  some 
minutes,  until  I  was  taken  to  the  rear,  in  a  semi- 
conscious state. 

The  detachment  lost  in  this  battle : 

Gommisoned  officers  wounded    3 

Enlisted  men  wounded    30 

'■*         «     killed 10 

"  **       miiwying   ,,,,,,,..,,, 7 

Total 60 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  were  also  cap- 
tured by  the  Eighteenth  regulars,  in  this  battle. 

The  casualties  in  this  detachment,  during  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  from  May  2,  1864,  to  Sep- 
tember 2, 1864,  were  as  follows: 

Commissioned  officers  wounded  10 

Enlisted  men  wounded  166 

**      kiUed 38 

"  "      missing 17 

TotaL 231 

I  should  be  derelict  in  my  duty,  did  I  not 
most  earnestly  recommend  for  brevets  the  fol- 
lowing meritorious  and  gallant  officers,  for  dis- 
tinguished bravery  and  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle,  viz. : 

Captain  G.  W.  Smith,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry  on  the 
fourth  of  July.  1864. 

Captain  R.  B.  Hull,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  for  gallantry  on  the  seventh  of  August, 
1864 ;  the  same  for  great  gallantry  op  the  first 
of  Septembei',  1864. 

Captain  W.  J.  Fetterman,  Eighteenth  United 
States  infantry,  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  1864. 

Captain  Ansel  B.  Deuten,  Eighteenth  United 
States  infantry,  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry 
on  the  fourth  of  Julv,  1864. 

Captain  Anson  Mills,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  for  gallautry  and  skill  on  the  fourth  of 
July,  1864- 


Captain  A.  S.  Burt,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  for  gallantry  on  the  first  of  SeptemW, 
1864. 

First  Lieutenant  Thos.  B.  Burrows,  ^hteenth 
United  States  infantry,  for  gallantry  on  the 
seventh  of  August,  1864 ;  the  same  for  gallantry 
on  the  first  of  September,  1864,  when  he  was 
severely  wounded. 

First  Lieutenant  James  Powell,  Eighteenth 
United  States  in&ntry,  for  gallantry  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864 ;  the  same  for  great  gaUao- 
try  on  the  seventh  of  August,  1864 ;  tiie  paiM 
for  great  gallantry  on  the  first  of  September, 
1864,  when  he  was  severely  wounded. 

First  Lieutenant  Frederick  Phisterer,  Eieht- 
eenth  United  States  iufantry^for  eood  coDdoct 
and  gallantry  on  the  fourth  of  Juy,  1864;  the 
same  for  good  conduct  and  great  gallantry  on 
the  seventh  of  August,  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Bisbee,  Eighteendi 
United  States  infantry,  for  gallantry  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864 ;  the  same,  for  great  gal- 
lantry on  the  seventh  of  August,  1864;  the 
same,  for  eood  conduA  and  great  gallantzy  oq 
the  first  of  September.  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  Alfired  Townsend,  Eighteenth 
United  States  infantry,  for  gallantry  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864 ;  the  same  for  gallantly  on 
the  seventh  of  August,  1864,  where  he  was 
severely  wounded. 

I  ain.  General,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Kellogg, 
Captain,  Bghteentli  United  .States  Mutry. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-OEKERAL  SHERMAN. 


HBADoaAJtma  IIilitart  Drnnoif  or  -nn  Mm— uii,) 
Atuutta,  Giobqu,  September  16,  ISM.    ) 

Gbnebal  :  I  have  heretofore,  from  day  to  day, 
by  telegraph,  kept  the  War  Department  and  the 
General-in-Chief  advised  ^of  the  progress  of 
events,  but  now  it  becomes  necessary  to  review 
the  whole  campaign,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
capture  and  occupation  of  the  city  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  1864,  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  I  received  notice  £rom 
General  Grant,  at  Nashville,  that  be  had  been 
commissioned  Lieutenant^neral  and  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
which  would  compel  him  to  to  go  ESast,  and  that 
I  had  been  appointed  to  suooc^ed  him  as  com- 
mander of  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  Ha 
summoned  me  to  Nashville  for  a  conference, 
and  I  took  my  departure  the  same  day,  and 
reached  Nashville,  via  Cairo,  on  the  seventeenth, 
and  accompanied  him  on  his  jonmey  eastward 
as  far  as  Cincinnati.  We  had  a  full  and  com- 
plete understanding  of  the  policy  and  plans  for 
the  ensuing  campaign,  covering  a  vast  area  of 
country,  my  part  of  which,  extended  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Vicksburg.  I  returned  to  Nashville, 
and  on  the  twent^y-fiftli  began  a  tour  of  inapeo- 
tion,  visiting  Athens,  Decatur,  Hnntsville,  and 
Larkin*s  Ferry,  Alabama ;  Chattanooga,  Loudon, 
and  Knozville,  Tennessee.  Durine  this  visit  I 
had  interviews  with  Mc^or-Qeneral  McPhenoo, 
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oommandiog  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at 
HdntflviUe,  Major-General  Thomafl,  comtnand- 
izkg  the  Armv  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Chattanoo- 
n,  ukI  Major-General  Schofield,  commanding 
the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  at  Enoxville.  We  ar- 
noged,  in  general  terms,  the  lines  of  commoni- 
otiuD  to  be  guarded,  the  strength  of  the  several 
cohumis  and  garrisons,  and  fixed  the  first  day 
4  Maj  as  the  time  when  all  things  should  be 
read/.  Leaving  these  officers  to  complete  the 
deuib  of  oreanization  and  preparation,  I  re- 
tsned  to  Na^ville  on  the  second  of  April,  and 
give  my  nersonal  attention  to  the  question  of 
mpplies.  I  foand  the  depots  at  Nashville  abun- 
diDtir  supplied,  and  the  railroads  in  very  fair 
order,  lad  that  steps  had  already  been  taken  to 
lappljr  Gtfi  and  locomotives  to  fill  the  new  and 
bcreased  demands  of  the  service,  but  the  im- 
poTerifihed  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  East 
Teimeuee,  more  especially  in  the  region  round 
ibont  Chattanooga,  had  forced  the  commanding 
officers  of  posts  to  issue  food  to  the  people.  1 
vu  compelled  to  stop  this,  for  a  simple  <^cul&- 
tioo  showed  that  a  single  railroad  coidd  not 
M.  the  armies  and  the  people  too,  and,  of 
cuQise,  the  army  had  the  preference,  but  I  en- 
i  avured  to  point  the  people  to  new  channels 
<f  supply.  At  first  my  orders  operated  very 
l^ly,  bat  the  prolific  soil  soon  afforded  early 
vagecables,  and  ox-wagons  hauled  meat  and 
bread  from  Kentucky,  so  that  no  actual  suffering 
molted,  and  1  trust  that  those  who  clamored  at 
the  cnielty  and  hardships  of  the  day  have  al- 
r^y  seen  in  the  result  a  perfect  justification 
^  my  course.  At  once  the  storehouses  at 
Qat^Dooga  be^  to  fill,  so  that  by  the  1st  of 
Ma/  t  very  respectable  quantity  of  food  and 
mge  had  been  accumulated  there,  and  from 
fcst  day  to  this  stores  have  been  brought  for- 
nid  in  wonderful  abundance,  with  a  surplus 
t^  has  enabled  me  to  feed  the  army  well 
i«ring  the  whole  period  of  time,  althoueh  the 
SKoy  has  succeeded  more  than  once  in  break- 
Bg  ov  road  for  many  miles  at  different  points. 
Daring  the  month  of  April  I  receivea  from 
Ijeotmant-General  Grant  a  map,  with  a  letter  of 
B>tnictions,  which  is  now  at  Nashville,  but  a 
»py  win  be  procured,  and  made  part  of  this 
'ppQrt.  Subsequently  I  received  from  him  no- 
tice that  he  would  move  from  his  camps  about 
Cfiipepper,  Virginia,  on  the  fifth  of  May,  and  he 
^^Bted  me  to  do  the  same  from  Chattanooga. 
■y  troops  were  stUl  dispersed,  and  the  cavalry, 
fc^necessaiT  to  our  success,  was  yet  collecting 
™es  at  Nicholasville,  Kentucky,  and  Colum- 
■a,  Tennessee.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of 
April  I  put  aU  the  troops  in  motion  toward 
t^Bttaooop,  and  the  next  day  went  there  in 
P^noa.  My  aim  and  purpos<^  was  to  make  the 
^J  of  the  Cumberland  fifty  thousand  men  ; 
«i  of  the  Tennessee  thirty-five  thousand,  and 
w^  the  Ohio  fifteen  thousand  men.  These 
^res  were  approximated,  but  never  reached  ; 
«  Army  of  ihib  Tennessee  failine  to  receive 
pw  divisions  that  were  stiU  kept  on  the 
ftsisiippi,  resulting  from  the  unjiavorable  issue 


of  the  Red  River  expedition.  But  on  the  first 
of  May  the  effective  strength  of  the  several 
armies  for  offensive  purposes  was  about  as  fol- 
lows: 

IBMT  OF  THB  ODMBXRI.AND,  If  AJOB-OBNEBAL  THOMAS 
OOMMANDINO. 

Infantry 54,568 

Artillery 2,377 

Oavah-y 3,828  , 

Total « 60,773 

Guns 130 

▲RMT  OF  THE  TBNNI8SI,  MAJOB-OINBBAL  m'PHEBSON 
OOMMANDINO. 

Infantry , 22,437 

Artillery 1,404 

Cavahy 624 

Total 24,465 

Guns 96 

A&MT   OF   Tia    OmO,     MAJOBpGBNERAL    sohofield 
OOMMANDINO. 

Infantry 11,183 

Artillery 679 

davahry 1,697 

Total, 13,559 

Guns 28 

Grand  aggregate  number  of  troops,  ninety- 
eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven ; 
guns,  two  imndred  and  fifty-four. 

About  tnese  figures  have  been  maintained 
during  the  campaign,  the  number  of  men  join- 
ing from  furlough  and  hospitals  about  compen- 
sating for  tlie  loss  in  battle  and  from  sickness. 
These  armies  were  grouped  on  the  morning  of 
May  sixth  as  follows :  That  of  the  Cumberland 
at  and  near  Ringgold ;  that  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Gordon^s  Mill,  on  the  Chickamauga ;  and  that 
of  the  Ohio  near  Red  Clay,  on  the  Georgia  line, 
north  of  Dalton. 

The  enemy  lay  in  and  about  Dalton,  superior 
to  me  in  cavalry  (Wheeler's),  and  with  three 
corps  of  infantry  and  artillery,  viz :  Hardee's, 
Hood's  and  Polk's,  the  whole  commanded  by 
General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  of  the  Confederate 
Armv.  I  estimated  the  cavalry  under  Wheeler 
at  about  ten  thousand,  and  the  infantry  and 
artillery  at  about  forty-five  or  fifty  thousand 
men. 

To  strike  Dalton  in  front  was  impracticable,  as 
it  was  covered  by  an  inaccessible  ridge  known 
as  the  Rocky-Face,  through  which  was  a  pass 
between  Tunnel  Hill  and  Dalton,  known  as  the 
Buzzard  Roost,  through  which  lay  the  railroad 
and  wagon-road.  It  was  narrow,  well  obstructed 
by  abatis,  and  flooded  by  water,  caused  by  dams 
across  Mill  Creek.  Batteries  also  conmianded  it 
in  its  whole  length,  from  the  spurs  on  either 
side,  and  more  especially  from  a  ridge  at  th^ 
further  end,  like  a  traverse,  directly  across  its 
debouch^.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  turn  it 
On  its  nortii  front  the  enemy  had  a  strong  line 
of  works  behind  MiU  Greek,  so  that  my  attention 
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was  at  once  directed  to  the  south.  In  that  di- 
rection I  found  Snake  Creek  Gkp,  affording  me  a 
good  practicable  way  to  reach  Resaca,  a  point 
on  the  enemy's  raikoad  line  of  conununioation, 
eighteen  (18)  miles  below  Dalton.  AcoordiDgly, 
I  ordered  General  McPherson  to  move  rapidly 
from  his  position  at  (Gordon's  Mill,  via  Ship's 
Gap,  Villanow  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  directly  on 
Resaca,  or  the  railroad  at  any  point  below  Dalton, 
and  to  make  a  bold  attack.  After  breaking  the 
railroad  well,  he  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  a 
strong  defensive  position  near  Snake  Creek,  and 
stand  ready  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's  flank  when 
he  retreated  as  I  judsed  he  would.  During  the 
movement.  General  Thomas  was  to  make  a  strong 
feint  of  attack  in  front,  while  General  Schofield 
pressed  down  from  the  north. 

General  Thomas  moved  from  Ringgold  on  the 
seventh,  occupying  Tunnel  Hill,  facing  the  Buz- 
zard-Roost Gap,  meeting  with  little  opposition 
and  pushing  the  enemy's  cavalry  well  through 
the  (rap;  General  McPherson  reached  Snake 
Greek  Gap  on  the  eighth,  completely  surprising 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  which  was  coming  to 
watch  and  hold  it,  and  on  the  ninth  General 
Schofield  pushed  down  close  on  Dalton,  from  the 
north,  while  General  Thomas  renewed  his  dem- 
onstration against  Buzzard  Roost  and  Rocky- 
Face  Ridge,  pushing  it  almost  to  a  battle.  One 
division,  General  Newton's,  of  the  Fourth  corps, 
General  Howard's,  carried  the  ridge,  and  turn- 
ing sout^  toward  Dalton,  found  me  crest  too 
narrow  and  too  well  protected  by  i^ls.  epaul- 
ments,  to  enable  him  to  reach  the  gorge  or  pass. 
Another  division,  General  Geary's,  of  the  Twen- 
tieth corps,  General  Hooker's,  also  made  a  bold 
push  for  the  summit,  to  the  south  of  the  pass, 
but  the  narrow  road  as  it  approached  the  sum- 
mit was  too  strongly  held  by  the  enemy  to  be 
carried.  This,  however,  was  only  designed  as 
a  demonstration,  and  worked  well,  for  General 
McPherson  was  thereby  enabled  to  march  with- 
in a  mile  of  Resaca  almost  unopposed.  He 
found  Resaca  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  assault, 
and  although  there  were  many  good  roads  lead- 
ing from  north  to  south,  endangering  his  left 
flank  from  the  direction  of  Dalton,  he  could  find 
no  road  by  which  he  could  rapidly  cross  over 
to  the  railroad,  and  accordingly  he  fell  back  and 
took  strong  position  near  the  west  end  of  Snake 
Creek  Gap.  I  was  somewhat  disappointed  at 
the  result,  still  appreciated  the  advantage  gain- 
ed, and  on  the  tenth  ordered  General  Thomas 
to  send  General  Hooker's  corps  to  Snake  Creek 
Gsup  in  support  of  General  McPherson,  and  to 
follow  with  another  coi*ps,  the  Fourteenth,  Gen- 
eral Palmer's,  leaving  General  Howard  with  tiie 
Fourth  corps  to  continue  to  threaten  Dalton  in 
front,  while  the  rest  of  the  army  moved  rapidly 
through  Snake  Creek  Gap.  On  the  same  day 
Genend  Schofield  was  ordered  to  follow  by  the 
same  rottte,  and  on  the  eleventh  the  whole  army, 
excepting  General  Howard's  corps,  and  some 
cavalry  left  to  watch  Dalton,  was  in  motion  on 
the  west  side  of  Rocky-Pace  Ridge  for  Snake 
Creek   Gap   and    Resaca.     The   next   day  we 


moved  against  Resaca,  General  McFhereon  on 
the  direct  road,  jpreceeded  by  General  Kil- 
patrick's  cavalry ;  General  Thomas  to  come  ap 
on  his  left  and  General  Schufield  on  his.  Q^i- 
eral  Kilpatrick  met  and  drove  the  enemy'B 
cavalry  from  a  cross-road  within  two  miles  ol 
Resaca,  but  received  a  wound  which  disabled 
him  and  gave  Hie  command  of  his  brigade  to 
Colonel  Murray,  who,  according  to  his  orders, 
wheeled  out  of  the  road,  leavms  General  Mc 
Pherson  to  pass.  General  McPherson  stmck 
the  enemy's  infantry  pickets  near  Resaca,  and 
drove  them  within  their  fortified  lines  and  oc- 
cupied a  ridge  of  "•  bald"  hills,  his  right  on  the 
Oostanaula,  about  two  miles  below  1^  railroad 
bridge,  and  his  left  abreast  the  town.  General 
Thomas  came  up  on  his  Inft,  facing  Camp  Creek, 
and  General  Schofield  broke  his  way  throngfa 
the  dense  forest  to  General  Thomas'  left 
Johnston  had  left  Dalton,  and  General  Howard 
entered  it  and  pressed  his  rear.  NotJiing  saved 
Johnston's  army  at  Resaca  but  the  impracticable 
nature  of  the  country,  which  made  the  passa^ 
of  troops  across  the  valley  almost  impussibte. 
This  fact  enabled  his  army  to  reach  Resaca  torn 
Dalton  along  the  comparatively  good  roads  con- 
structed beforehand,  partly  from  the  topograph- 
ical nature  of  the  country,  and  partly  from  the 
foresight  of  the  rebel  chief.  At  all  events,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  May,  we  found  the  reb^  annj  in  a 
strong  position  behind  Camp  creek,  occnpjing 
the  forts  of  Resaca,  and  his  right  on  some  higb 
chestnut  hills  to  the  north  of  the  town.  I  at 
once  ordered  a  pontoon  bridge  to  be  laid  across 
the  Oostanaula  at  Lay's  ferry,  in  ihe  direction  of 
Calhoun ;  a  division  of  the  Sixteenth  corps,  oom- 
manded  by  General  Sweeny,  to  cross  and 
threaten  Cgdhoun ;  also  the  cavalry  division  of 
General  Garrard  to  move  from  its  position  at 
Villanow  down  toward  Rome,  to  cross  the  Ooa- 
tanaula  and  break  the  railroad  below  Calhomi, 
and  above  Kingston,  if  possible,  and  with  the 
main  army  I  pressed  against  Resaca  at  all  pomta. 
General  McPherson  got  across  Camp  creek  near 
its  mouth,  and  made  a  lodgement  close  to  the 
enemy's  works,  on  hills  that  comnuinded,  with 
short-range  artillery,  the  raiboad  and  trestle 
bridges;  and  Grenered  Thomas  pressing  close 
along  Camp  creek  Valley,  threw  General  Hook- 
er's corps  across  the  head  of  the  creek  to  the 
main  Dalton  road,  and  down  to  it  close  on  Re- 
saca. 

General  Schofield  came  up  close  on  his  left, 
and  a  heavy  battle  ensued  during  the  aftemooa 
and  evening  of  the  fifteenth,  during  which 
General  Hooker  drove  the  enemy  from  several 
strong  hills,  captured  a  four^un  battery  and 
many  prisoners.  That  night  Johnston  escaped, 
retreating  south  across  the  Oostanaula,  and  the 
next  morning  we  entered  the  town  in  time  to 
save  the  ro^  bridge,  but  the  railroad  bridge 
was  burned. 

The  whole  army  started  in  pursuit,  General 
Thomas  directly  on  his  heels,  General  McPher- 
son by  Ijay's  ferry,  and  General  Schofield  by 
obscure  roads  to  tne  left    We  found  in  Resaca 
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mother  fonr-gnn  battery  and  a  good  lot  of 

itOftt. 

(knenl  McPherson  daring  the  sixteenth,  got 
across  at  Lay's  ferry.  General  Thomas  had  to 
make  some  additional  bridg^  at  Resaca,  bat 
General  Schofield  had  more  troable,  and  made  a 
wide  circuit  to  the  left  by  Fue*s  and  Fields'  fer- 
lief  tcroM  the  Coniiasaaga  and  Coosawattee 
rirers,  which  form  the  Oostanaola.  On  the  sev- 
eoteentfa  all  the  armies  moved  south  by  as  many 
different  roads  as  we  could  find,  and  Greneral 
Thomas  had  sent  by  my  orders,  a  division,  Gen- 
cnl  Je£  G.  Davis,  along  the  west  bank  of 
OosUDanla,  to  Rome.  Near  Adairsville  we  again 
fornd  signs  of  the  rebel  army,  and  of  a  purpose 
ii  fi^t,  and  about  sui^set  of  that  day  General 
Newton's  division,  in  the  advance,  had  a  pretty 
iharp  encoooter  with  his  rear  g^ud,  but  the 
Bfxt  morning  he  was  gone,  and  we  pushed  on 
throogh  Kingston  to  a  point  four  miles  beyond, 
where  we  found  him  again  in  force  on  ground 
eenparatively  open,  and  well  adapted  to  a  grand 
kttie.  We  miade  the  proper  dispositions — 
Oeoeral  Schofield  approachine  Oassvule  from  the 
■orth,  to  which  point  General  Thomas  had  also 
Erected  General  Hooker's  corps,  and  I  had 
drawD  General  McPhersoirs  army  from  Woodland 
to  Kingston,  to  be  in  close  support  On  the  nine- 
teeodi,  tbe  enemy  was  in  force  about  Gassville, 
widi  strong  forts,  but  as  our  troops  converged  on 
km,  again  he  retreated  in  the  night-time  across 
the  EiD^^  river,  burning  the  rwui  and  railroad 
bridges  near  Gartersville,  but  leaving  us  in  com 
piete  possession  of  the  most  valuable  country 
•bore  the  Etowah  river. 

Holding  General   Thomas'  army  about  Cass- 

▼flle,  General  McPherson's  about  Kingston,  and 

fletieral  Schofield's  at  Gassville  depot  and  toward 

Ihe  &owah  bridge,  I  gave  the  army  a  few  days 

,  Kst,acd  also  time  to  bring  forward  supplies  for 

i  the  next  stage  of  the  campaign.    In  the  mean 

I  toe  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis  had  got  possession  of 

I  loine  with  its  forts,  some  eight  or  ten  guns  of 

I  feiTj  calibre,  and  its  valuable  mills  and  fotm- 

:  Aies.    We  also  secured  possession  of  two  good 

i  ^w%w  a(7oee  the  Etowah  river  near  Kingston, 

fripg  08  the  means  of  crossing  toward  the 

taodi.    Satisfied  that  the  enemy  could  and  woidd 

W  us  in  check  at  the  AUatoona  Pass,  I  resolved, 

"•ithout  even  attempting  it  in  front,  to  turn  it  by 

a  circuit  to  &e  right,  and  having  supplied  our 

wigoDs  for  twenty  days'  absence  from  our  rail- 

Toad,  I  left  a  garrison  at  Rome  and  Kingston,  and 

•■  the  twenty-third  put  the  army  in  motion  for 

nlas. 

General  McPherson  crossed  the  Etowah  at 
I  Ike  mouth  of  Gonaaene  creek,  near  Kingston,  and 
feoved  for  his  position  to  the  south  of  Dallas, 
•fa  Van  Wert  General  Davis*  division  moved 
fedly  fnwtt  Rome  for  Dallas  by  Van  Wert 
^ScnenJ  Thomas  took  the  road  via  Enharley  and 
iknt  Hickory,  while  Greneral  Schofield  moved 
kf  otiber  roads  more  to  the  east,  aiming  to  come 
^  on  General  Thomas'  left 

G«eral  Thomas'  bead  of  colunm  skirmished 
with  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  Burnt  Hickory, 


and  captured  a  courier  with  a  letter  of  General 
Johnston,  showing  that  he  had  detected  the 
move,  and  was  preparing  to  meet  us  about 
Dallas.  The  country  was  very  rugged,  moun- 
tainous, and  densely  wooded,  with  few  and  ob- 
scure roads. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  (General  Thomas 
was  moving  from  Burnt  Hickory  tor  Dallas,  his 
troops  on  three  roads.  General  Hooker  having 
the  advance.  When  he  approached  the  Pump- 
kin-vine creek,  on  the  main  Dallas  road,  be 
found  a  respectoble  force  of  the  enemy's  caval- 
rv  at  a  bridge  to  his  left  He  rapidly  pushed 
them  across  the  creek,  saving  the  bridge,  though 
on  fire,  and  followed  out  eastward  about  two 
miles,  where  he  first  encountered  infantry, 
whose  pickets  he  drove  some  distance,  tmtil  he 
encountered  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  and  his 
leadmg  division.  General  Gkary's.had  a  severe 
encounter.  General  Hooker's  ot^er  two  divi- 
sions were  on  other  roads,  and  he  ordered  them 
in,  although  the  road  he  was  then  following,  by 
reason  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  led  him 
north  of  Dallas  about  four  miles. 

It  was  near  four  o'clock  p.  m.  before  Greneral 
Hooker  got  his  whole  corps  well  in  hand,  when 
he  deploved  two  divisions,  and,  by  my  order, 
made  a  bold  push  to  secmre  possession  of  a 
point  known  as  the  New  Hope  Ghurch,  where 
three  roads  meet,  from  Ack worth,  Marietta,  and 
Dallas.  Here  a  bard  batde  was  fought,  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  back  to  New  Hope  Church ; 
but,  having  hastily  thrown  up  some  parapets, 
and  a  stormy,  diuk  night  having  set  in.  General 
Hooker  was  unable  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
those  roads.  By  the  next  morning  we  found 
the  enemy  well  intrenched,  substantially  in  front 
of  the  road  l^ing  from  Dallas  to  Marietta. 
We  were  consequently  compelled  to  make  dis- 
positions on  a  larger  scale.  General  McPherson 
was  moved  up  to  Dallas,  (general  Thomas  was 
deployed  against  New  Hope  Church,  and  Gene- 
ral SchofieW  was  directed  toward  our  left,  so 
as  to  strike  and  turn  the  enemy's  right  G^eral 
Gkorard's  cavalry  operated  with  General  Mc- 
Pherson, and  General  Stoneman  with  ^leneral 
Schofield     General  McCook  looked  to  our  rear. 

Owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground 
and  dense  forests,  it  took  us  several  days  to 
deploy  close  to  ttie  enemy,  when  I  resolved 
gradually  to  work  toward  our  left,  and,  when  all 
wings  were  ready,  to  push  for  the  railroad  east 
of  AUatoona.  In  making  our  development  be- 
fore the  enemy  about  New  Hope,  many  severe, 
sharp  encounters  occurred  between  pi^ts  of  the 
armv,  details  of  which  will  be  given  at  length 
in  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders.  On 
the  twenty-eighth,  General  McPherson  was  on 
the  point  of  closing  to  his  left  on  General 
Thomas,  in  front  of  New  Hope  Church,  to  enable 
me  with  the  rest  of  the  array  to  extend  stiU 
more  to  the  left  and  to  envelop  the  enemy's 
right,  when  suddenly  the  enemy  made  a  bold 
and  daring  assault  on  Dallas. 

Fortunately  our  men  had  erected  good  breast- 
works, and  gave  the  enemy  a   terriUe   and 
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bloody  repulse.  After  a  few  days*  delay,  for 
effect,  I  renewed  my  orders  to  General  McPher- 
Bon  to  move  to  his  left  about  five  miles,  and 
occupy  General  Thomas'  position  in  front  of 
New  Hope  Church,  and  Generals  Thomas  and 
Schofield  were  ordered  to  move  a  corresponding 
distance  to  their  left  This  move  was  effected 
with  ease  and  safety  on  the  first  of  June,  and, 
bv  pushing  our  left  well  around,  we  occupied 
all  the  roads  leadine  back  to  Allatoona  and 
Ackworth,  after  which  I  poshed  General  Stone- 
man's  cavah*y  rapidlv  into  AUatoona,  at  the  east 
end  of  the  Pass,  and  General  Garrard's  cavalry 
around  by  the  rear  to  the  west  end  of  the  Pass. 
Both  of  those  commands  reached  the  points 
designated  without  trouble,  and  we  thereby 
accomplished  our  real  purpose  of  turning  the 
AUatoona  Pass. 

Ordering  the  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Etowah  to  be  at  once  rebuilt,  I  continued  work- 
ing by  the  left,  and  on  the  fourth  of  June  had 
resolved  to  leave  Johnston  in  his  intrenched 
position  at  New  Hope  Church  and  move  to  the 
railroad  about  Ackworth,  when  he  abandoned 
his  intrenchments,  after  which  we  moved  read- 
ily to  Ackworth,  and  reached  the  railroad  on  the 
sixth  of  June.  I  at  once  examined  in  person 
the  Allatoona  Pass,  and  found  it  admirably 
adapted  to  our  use  as  a  secondary  base,  and 
gave  the  necessary  orders  for  its  defence  and 
garrison,  and  as  soon  as  the  railroad  bridge  was 
finished  across  the  £towah  our  stores  came  for- 
ward to  our  camps  by  rail. 

At  Ackworth  General  Blair  overtook  us  on 
the  eighth  of  June,  with  two.  divisions  of  the 
Seventeenth  corps  that  had  been  on  furlough, 
and  one  brigade  of  cavalry,  Colonel  Long's,  of 
General  Grarrard's  division,  which  had  been 
awaiting  horses  at  Columbia.  This  accession  of 
force  about  compensated  for  our  losses  in  battle 
and  the  detachments  left  at  Resaca,  Rome,  Kings- 
ton, and  AUatoona. 

On  the  ninth  of  June  our  communications  in 
the  rear  being  secure  and  supplies  ample,  we 
moved  forward  to  Big  Shanty. 

Kenesaw,  the  bold  and  striking  twin  moun- 
tain, lay  before  us,  with  a  high  range  of  chestnut 
hills  trending  off  to  the  north-east,  terminating 
to  our  view  in  another  peak  called  Brushv 
Mountain.  To  our  right  was  the  smaller  hill 
caUed  Pine  Mountain  and  beyond  it  in  the  dis- 
tance Lost  Mountain.  AU  these,  though  links 
in  a  continuous  chain,  present  a  sharp,  conical 
appearance,  prominent  in  the  vast  landscape 
that  presents  itself  from  any  of  the  hills  that 
abound  in  that  region.  Kenesaw,  Pine  Moun- 
tain, and  Lost  Mountain,  form  a  triangle.  Pine 
Mountain  the  apex,  and  Kenesaw  and  Lost 
Mountain  the  base,  covering  perfectly  the  town 
of  Marietta  and  the  railroad  back  to  the  Chat- 
tahoochee. On  each  of  these  peaks  the  enemy 
had  his  signal-stations.  The  summits  were 
covered  with  batteries,  and  the  spurs  were 
alive  with  men,  busy  in  feUing  trees,  digging 
pits,  and  preparing  for  the  grand  struggle  im- 
pending. 


The  scene  was  enchanting,  too  beautifnl  to  b« 
disturbed  by  the  harsh  clamors  of  war,  bat  ib« 
Chattahoochee  lay  beyond,  and  I  had  to  reach  it 
On  approaching  close  to  the  enemy  I  found  him 
occupying  a  line  full  two  mUes  long,  more  thaa 
he  could  hold  with  his  force.  (General  McFher- 
son  was  ordered  to  move  toward  Marietta,  his 
right  on  the  railroad.  General  Thomas  on  Kene- 
saw and  Pine  Mountain,  and  General  Schofield 
off  toward  Lost  Mountain;  General  Garrard's 
cavalry  on  the  left.  General  Stoneman's  on  tho 
right,  and  General  McCook  looking  to  our  rear 
and  conununications.  Our  depot  was  at  Big 
Shanty. 

By  the  eleventh  of  Jime  our  lines  were  dosed 
up,  and  we  made  dispositions  to  break  the  line 
between  Kenesaw  and  Pine  Mountains.  Gen- 
eral Hooker  was  on  its  rieht  and  front,  General 
Howard  on  its  left  and  front,  and  General  Pal- 
mer between  it  and  the  railroad.  During  a  sharp 
cannonading  from  General  Howards  right  or 
General  Hooker's  left,  General  Polk  was  kiUed 
on  the  fourteenth,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifteenth  Pine  Mountain  was  found  al^ndoned 
by  the  enemy.  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield 
advanced,  and  found  him  again  strongly  in- 
trenched along  the  line  of  rugged  hills  connectr 
ing  Kenesaw  and  Lost  Mountain.  At  the  same 
time  General  McPherson  advanced  his  line, 
fining  substantial  advantage  on  the  left.  Posh- 
ing our  operations  on  the  centre  as  vigorously 
as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit,  I  had 
again  ordered  an  assault  on  the  centre,  when,  on 
the  seventeenth,  the  enemy  abandoned  Lost 
Mountain  and  the  long  line  of  admirable  breast- 
works connecting  it  with  Kenesaw.  We  con- 
tinued to  press  at  aU  points,  skirmishing  in 
dense  forests  of  timber  and  across  most  difficult 
ravines,  uutU  we  found  him  again  strongly  posted 
and  intrenched,  with  Kenesaw  as  his  salient,  hit 
right  wing  thrown  back  to  cover  Marietta,  and 
his  left  behind  Nose's  creek,  covering  his  raiL^ 
road  back  to  the  Chattahoochee.  This  enahle^ 
him  to  contract  his  lines  and  strengthen  theo^ 
accordingly. 

From  Kenesaw  he  could  look  down  upon  oi 
camps  and  observe  every  movement,  and  hi 
batteries  thundered  away,  but  did  us  littie  baniL 
on  account  of  the  extreme  height,  the  shot  ana 
shell  passing  harmlessly  over  our  beads  as  wi 
lay  close  up  against  his  mountain  town. 

During  our  operations  about  Kenesaw  ths 
weather  was  villanously  bad,  and  the  rain  fell 
almost  continuously  for  three  weeks,  rendering 
our  narrow,  wooded  roads  mere  mud-guUeys,  si 
that  a  general  movement  would  have  been  vok 
possible,  but  our  men  daily  worked  closer  aiuj 
closer  to  the  intrenched  foe,  and  kept  up  an  ioj 
cessant  picket  firing,  galling  to  him.  Everl 
opportunity  was  taken  to  advance  our  generu 
lines  closer  and  closer  to  the  enemy.  J 

General  McPherson  watching  tbe  enemy  c^ 
Kenesaw,  and  working  his  left  torward.  Generd 
Thomas  swinging,  as  it  were  on  a  g^rand  kft 
wheel,  his  left  on  Kenesaw,  connecting  wid 
Gdneral  McPherson,  aod  General  Schofield  m 
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the  time  working  to  the  south  and  east  along 
tite  oM  Sandtown  road.  On  the  twenty-second 
G^ieral  Hooker  had  advanced  his  line,  with 
Getieral  Schofield  on  his  right  The  enemy, 
Hood's  Corps,  with  detachments  from  the 
others,  saddenly  saUied  -  and  attacked.  The 
bbw  fen  mostly  on  General  Williams'  division 
of  Geoenil  Hooker's  corps,  and  a  brigade  of 
Genenl  Hascair»divtsion  of  (General  Schofield's 
vmy. 

llie  ground  was  comparatively  open,  and  al- 
&oiigh  the  enemy  drove  in  the  skmnish  lines 
fin  advanced  raiment  of  General  Schofield,  sent 
oat  purposely  to  hold  him  in  check  until  some 
pre|4ntioQ8  conld  be  completed  for  his  recep- 
tioD),  yet  when  he  reached  onr  Hne  of  battle  he 
PKei?ed  a  terrible  repnlse,  leaving  his  dead, 
wounded,  and  many  prisoners  in  our  hands, 
ftii  18  known  as  the  affiiir  of  the  "  Knlp  House." 
Ihboorii  inrittDg  the  enemy  at  all  times  to  com- 
bH  Bodi  mistakes,  I  could  not  hope  for  him  to 
nptsi  them  after  the  examples  of  Dallas  and 
6e  "Knlp  House,"  and  upon  studying  Ihe 
groQDd,  I  had  no  alternative,  in  my  turn,  but  to 
Mult  his  lines  or  turn  his  position.  Either 
ewne  had  its  difficulties  and  dangers.  And  I 
pceiTed  that  the  encimy  and  our  own  officers 
ttd  settled  down  into  a  conviction  that  I  would 
nt  SBsanlt  fortified  lines. 

All  looked  to  me  to  ^  outflank."  An  army  to 
be  efficient  must  not  settle  down  to  one  single 
■ode  of  ofifence.  but^  must  be  prepared  to  exe- 
ote  any  plan  which  promises  success.  I  waited, 
tbsefore,  for  the  moral  effect,  to  make  a  suo- 
eettfol  assault  against  the  enemy  behind  his 
beastworks,  and  resolved  to  attempt  it  at  that 
jrait  ^lere  success  w^ould  give  the  largest 
i  "flits  of  victory.    The  generd  point  seleoted 

I  VIS  file  left  centre ;  because,  if  I  could  thrust 

I I  strong  head  of  column  through  at  that  point 
I  yf  poshing  it   boldly  and   rapidly  two  and 

MB  half  miles,  it  would  reach  the  railr<wid 
I  Mow  MarieUa,  cut  off  the  enemy's  right  and 
I  eefltre  from  its  line  of  retreat,  and  Sien,  by 
\  tBroiDg  on  either  part,  it  could  be  over- 
;  iMoed  and   destroyed.     Therefore,  on    the 

a -fourth'  of  June,  I  ordered  that  an 
should  be  made  at  two  points  south  of 
lenesaw  on  the  twenty-seventh,  giving  three 

\  fcys'  notice  for  preparation  and  reconnois- 
BiKe;  one  to  be  niade  near  Little  Kenesaw  by 

:  teeral  McPherson's  troops,  and  the  other  about 
t  Bale  farther  south  by  General  Thomas* 
^wpa  The  hour  was  fixed,  and  all  the  details 
pen  in  Field  Orders,  number  twenty-^ight,  of 
fee  twoity-fourth.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of 
ha»  the  two  assaults  were  made  at  the  time 
*■!  in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  both  failed, 
MtiBg  Xis  many  valuable  lives,  among  them 
•we  of  Geoerals  Barker  and  McGook ;  uolonel 
Kse  and  others  badly  wounded ;  our  aggre- 
f^  Vms  being  near  three  thousand,  while  we 
ttcted  compvatively  little  loss  to  the  enemy, 
jfcpjty  behiod  his  well-formed  breastworks. 
Mm  as  it  was,  and  for  which  I  assume  the 
vtire  respoDfliblHty,  I  yet  claim  it  produced 
VolXL— Doa        20 


good  fruits,  as  it  demonstrated  to  General  John- 
ston that  I  would  a8sault,-and  that  boldly,  and 
we  also  gained  and  held  ground  so  close  to  the 
enemy's  parapets  that  he  could  not  show  a  head 
above  them. 

It  would  not  do  to  rest  long  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  mistake  or  failure,  and  accordingly 
General  Schofield  was  working  strongly  on  the 
enemy's  left ;  and  on  the  first  of  July  I  ordered 
General  McPherson  to  be  reUeved  by  General 
Garrard's  cavalry  in  front  of  Kenesaw,  and  to 
rapidlv  throw  his  whole  army  by  the  right  down 
to  and  threaten  Nickajack  creek  and  Turner's 
ferry  across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  I  idso  pushed 
Stoneman's  cavalry  to  tiie  river  below  Turner's. 

General  McPherson  commenced  his  movement 
the  night  of  July  second,  and  the  effect  was  in- 
stantaneous. The  next  morning  Kenesaw  was 
abandoned,  and  with  the  first  dawn  of  day  I 
saw  our  skirmishers  appear  on  the  mountain 
top.  General  Thomas  whole  line  was  then 
moved  forward  to  the  railroad  and  turned  south, 
in  pursuit  toward  the  Chattahoochee.  In  per- 
son.I  entered  Marietta  at  half-past  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  just  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  va- 
cated the  place.  General  Lo^'s  corps  of 
General  McPhersons  army,  which  haa  not 
moved  far,  was  ordered  back  into  Marietta  by 
the  main  road,  and  General  McPherson  and 
General  Schofield  were  instructed  to  cross 
Nickajack  and  attack  the  enemy  in  fl^nk  and 
rear,  and,  if  possible,  to  catch  him  in  the  confu- 
sion of  crossing  the  Chattahoochee ;  but  John- 
ston had  foreseen  and  provided  against  all  this, 
and  had  covered  his  movement  well.  He  had 
intrenched  a  stroug.tete  duporU  at  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, with  an  advanced  intrenched  line 
across  the  road  at  Smyrna  camp-meeting  ground, 
five  miles  from  Marietta. 

Here  G^eral  Thomas  found  him,  his  front 
covered  by  a  good  parapet,  and  his  flanks  ber 
hind  the  Nickajack  and  Rottonwood  creeks. 
Ordering  a  garrison  for  Marietta,  and  General 
Logan  to  join  his  own  army  near  the  mouth  of 
Nickajack,  I  overtook  General  Thomas  at 
Smyrna.  On  the  fourth  of  July  we  pushed  a 
strong  skirmish  line  down  the  main  road,  cap- 
turing the  entire  Une  of  the  enemy's  pits,  and 
made  strong  demonstrations  along  Nickajack 
creek  and  about  Turner's  ferry.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  the  next  morning  the  enemy 
was  gone,  and  the  army  moved  to  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, General  Thomas'  left  flank  resting  on 
it  nesu"  Pace's  ferry,  General  McPherson's  right 
at  the  mouth  of  Nickajack,  and  General  Sdio- 
field  in  reserve ;  the  enemy  lay  behind  a  line  of 
unusual  strength,  covering  tiie  railroad  and 
pontoon  bridges,  and  beyond  the  Chattahoochee. 
Heavy  skirmishing  along  our  whole  front  during 
the  fifth  demonstrated  tne  strength  of  the  ene- 
my's position,  which  could  alone  be  turned  by 
crossing  the  main  Chattahoochee  river,  a  rapid 
and  deep  stream,  only  passable  at  that  stage  by 
means  of  bridges,  except  at  one  or  two  very 
difficult  fords. 

To  acoomplish  this  result  I  judged  it  would 
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be  more  easy  of  executioD  before  the  enemy 
had  made  more  thorough  preparation  or  regained 
full  confidence,  and  accordingly  I  ordered  Gene- 
ral Schofield  across  from  his  position  on  the 
Sandtown  road  to  Smyrna  Camp-ground,  and 
next  to  the  Chattahoochee,  near  the  mouth  of 
Soap's  creek,  and  efifect  a  lodegment  on  the  east 
bank.  This  was  most  successfully  and  skilfully 
accomplished  on  the  seventh  of  July,  General 
Schofield  capturing  a  gun,  completely  surprising 
the  guard,  laying  a  good  pontoon  bridge  and  a 
trestle-bridge,  imd  effecting  a  strong  lodgement 
on  high  and  commanding  ground,  with  good 
roads  leading  to  the  east  At  the  same  time 
General  Garrard  moved  rapidly  on  Ros well,  and 
destroyed  the  factories  which  had  supplied  the 
rebel  armies  with  cloth  for  years.  Over  one  of 
these,  the  woollen  factory,  the  nominal  owner 
displayed  the  French  flag,  which  was  not 
respected,  of  course.  A  neutral,  surely,  is  no 
better  than  one  of  our  own  citizens,  and  we  do 
not  permit  our  own  citizens  to  fabricate  doth 
for  hostile  uses. 

General  Crarrard  was  then  ordered  to  segure 
the  shallow  ford  at  Roswell,  and  hold  it  until 
he  could  be  relieved  by  infantry ;  and  as  I  con- 
templated transferring  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see D*om  the  extreme  right  to  the  left,  I  ordered 
General  Thomas  to  send  a  division  of  his  infan- 
try that  was  nearest  up  to  Roswell  to  hold  the 
ford  until  General  McPherson  could  send  up  a 
corps  from  the  neighborhood  of  Nickajack. 
General  Newton's  division  was  sent,  and  held 
the  ford  until  the  arrival  of  General  Doc^e's 
corps,  which  was  soon  followed  by  General 
Mcpherson's  whole  army.  About  the  same 
time  (General  Howard  bad  also  built  a  bridfi^e  at 
Powers*  ferry,  two  miles  below  General  Scho- 
field, had  crossed  over  and  taken  a  position  on 
his  right  Thus  during  the  ninth  we  had  se- 
cured three  good  and  safe  points  of  passage 
over  the  Chattahoochee,  above  the  enemy,  with 
good  roads  leadine  to  Atlanta,  and  Johnston 
abandoned  his  tele  du  pontj  burned  his  bridges, 
and  left  us  undisputed  masters  north  and  west 
of  the  Chattahoochee,  at  daylight  on  the  tenth 
of  July. 

This  was  one,  if  not  the  chief,  object  of  the 
campaign,  viz:  the  advancement  of  our  lines 
from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Chattahoochee,  but 
Atlanta  lay  before  us,  only  eight  miles  distant, 
and  was  too  important  a  place  in  the  bands  of  an 
enemy  to  be  left  undisturbed,  with  its  magazines, 
stores,  arsenals,  workshops,  foundries,  &c.,  and 
more  especially  its  railroads,  which  converge 
there  from  the  four  great  cardinal  points.  But 
the  men  had  worked  hard  and  neeaed  rest,  and 
we  accordingly  took  a  short  spelL  But  in  an- 
ticipation of  this  contingency,  I  had  collected  a 
well-appointed  force  of  cavalry,  about  two  thou- 
sand strong,  at  Decatur,  Alabama,  witii  orders, 
on  receiving  notice  by  telegraph,  to  push  rap- 
idly south,  cross  the  Coosa,  at  the  raihoad  bridge 
or  the  Ten  Islands,  and  thence  by  the  most 
direct  route  to  Opelika.  There  is  but  one  stem 
of  finished  railroad  connecting  the  channels  of 


trade  and  travel  between  (Georgia  and  Akbamt 
and  Mississippi,  which  runs  from  Montgomery 
to  Opelika,  and  my  purpose  was  to  break  it  up 
effectually  and  thereby  cut  off  Johnston's  annj 
from  that  source  of  supply  and  reinforcement 

General  Rousseau,  commanding  the  District 
of  Tennessee,  asked  permission  to  command  the 
expedition,  and  received  it  As  soon  as  John- 
ston was  well  across  tiie  Challahoochee,  and  as 
I  had  begun  to  maneuvre  on  Atlanta,!  gave  the 
requisite  notice,  and  General  Rousseau  started 
punctually  on  the  tenth  of  July.  He  fulfilled  his 
orders  and  instructions  to  the  very  letter, 
whipping  the  rebel  General  Qanton  en  rente ; 
he  passed  through  Talladega,  and  reached  the 
railroad'  on  the  sixteenth,  about  twenty-five 
miles  west  of  Opelika,  and  broke  it  well  up  to 
that  place.  Also  three  miles  of  the  brandi  to- 
ward Columbus,  and  two  toward  West  PoiDt 
He  then  turned  north,  and  brought  his  command 
safely  Ui  Marietta,  arriving  on  the  twen^-third, 
having  sustained  a  trifling  loss — not  to  exceed 
thirty  men. 

The  main  armies  remained  quiet  in  their 
camps  on  the  Chattahoochee  until  the  sixteenth 
of  July,  but  the  time  was  employed  in  collecting 
stores  at  Allatoona,  Marietta,  and  Vinine's  sta- 
tion, strengthening  the  railroad  guards  and 
garrisons,  and  improving  the  pier  bridges  and 
roads  leading  across  the  river.  Generals  Stone- 
man's  and  McCook's  cavalry  had  scouted  well 
down  ^e  river,  to  draw  attention  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  all  thines  being  ready  for  a  general 
advance,  I  ordered  it  to  commence  on  &e  seven- 
teenth ;  General  Thomas  to  cross  at  Powers' 
and  Pace's  ferry  bridges,  and  to  march  by 
Buckhead ;  General  ScUofield,  already  acrosi 
at  the«moutii  of  Boap's  creek,  to  march  by 
Cross  Keys ;  and  General  McPherson  to  direct 
his  course  from  Roswell  straight  against  the 
Augusta  road,  at  some  point  east  of  Decator, 
near  Stone  Mountain.  General  Garrard's  cav- 
alry acted  with  General  McPherson,  and  Gei^ 
rals  Stoneman  and  McCook  watched  the  rivei 
and  roads  below  the  railroad.  On  the  seven* 
teendi  the  whole  army  advanced  from  their 
camps  and  formed  a  general  line  along  the  old 
Peach-tree  road. 

Continuing  on  a  general  right  wheel,  Genei 
McPherson  reached  the  Augusta  raihoad 
the  eighteenth,  at  a  point  seven  miles  east 
Decatur,  and  with  Gfeneral  Garrard's  cavah 
and  General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  infantry  diyisu 
of  the  Fifteenth  corps,  broke  up  a  section 
about  four  miles,  and  General  Schofield  reach< 
ihe  town  of  Decatur. 

On  the  nineteenth.  General  McPherson 
along  the  raihroad  into  Decatur,  and   Genei 
Schofield  followed  a  road  toward  Atlanta,  Ir 
ing  bv  Colonel  Howard's  house  and  distiUi 
and  General  Thomas  crossed  Peach-tree  cre| 
in  force  by  numerous  bridges,  in  the  face  of 
enemy's  intrenched  lines.    All  found  the  epeD^j 
in  more  or  less  force,  and  skirmished  heavilr. 

On  the  twentieth  all  tiie  armies  had  closed  I 
converging  toward  Atlanta,  but  as  a  gap  existi 
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between  Generals  Schofield  and  Thomas,  two 
divisions  of  General  Howard^s  corps  of  General 
Tlionias'  army  were  moved  to  the  left  to  con- 
nect with  General  Schofield,  leaving  General 
Newton's  division  of  tlie  same  corps  on  the 
Bockhead  road.  During  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenties,  about  four  p.  m.,  the  enemy  sallied 
from  his  works  in  force,  and  fell  in  line  of  battle 
against  our  right  centre,  composed  of  Creneral 
Newton's  division  of  General  Howard's  corps, 
on  the  main  Buckhead  road ;  of  General  Hook- 
er's corps  next  south,  and  (General  Johnson's 
division  of  General  Palmer's  corps.  The  blow 
was  sqdden  and  somewhat  unexpected,  but 
General  Newton  had  hastily  covered  his  front 
by  a  line  of  rail  piles  which  enabled  him  to 
meet  and  repulse  the  attack  on  him.  General 
Hooker's  whole  corps  was  uncovered,  and 
had  to  fight  on  comparatively  open  ground, 
and  it,  too,  after  a  very  severe  battle,  drove 
the  enemy  back  to  his  intrenchments.  The 
action  in  front  of  General  Johnson  was  compara- 
tively light,  that  division  being  Veil  intrenched. 
T!ie  enemy  left  on  the  field  over  five  hundred 
dead,  about  one  thousand  wounded  severely, 
•even  stands  of  colors,  and  many  prisoners.  His 
ktfs  could  not  have  &Ilen  short  of  five  thousand, 
whereas  ours  was  covered  by  one  thousand  five 
hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  the 
peater  loss  fell  on  General  Hooker's  corps, 
irom  its  exposed  position. 

On  the  twenty-first  we  felt  the  enemy  in  his 
intr^icbed  position,  which  was  found  to  crown 
the  heights  overlooking  the  comparatively  open 
ground  of  the  valley  of  Peach-tree  creek,  his 
r^t  beyond  the  Augusta  road  to  the  east,  and 
hn  kit  well  toward  Turner's  ferry  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, at  a  general  distance  from  Atlanta  of 
about  four  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  some- 
what to  my  surprise,  this  whole  h'l^  was  found 
abandoned,  and  I  confess  I  thought  the  enemy 
had  reeolved  to  give  us  Atlanta  without  further 
contest ;  but  Gleneral  Johnston  had  been  relieved 
of  his  command,  and  General  Hood  substituted. 
A  new  policy  seemed  resolved  on,  of  which  the 
bold  attack  on  our  right  was  the  index.  Our 
advancing  ranks*  swept  across  the  strong  and 
wdl-finished  parapet  of  the  enemy  and  closed 
in  upon  A  tianta,  until  we  occupied  a  line  in  the 
fE>nn  of  a  general  circle  of  about  two  miles' 
Fftdius,  when  we  again  found  him  occupying  in 
force  a  line  of  fim'shed  redoubts,  which  nad 
been  prepared  for  more  than  a  .year,  covering 
in  the  rokds  leading  into  Atlanta ;  and  we  found 
him  also  busy  in  connecting  tiiose  redoubts 
vi^  cortains  strengthened  by  rifle-trenches, 
abatis,  and  cheoaux  defrise. 

General  If cPherson,  who  had  advanced  from 
Decatur,  continued  to  follow  substantially  the 
nolroad,  with  the  Fifteenth  corps.  General 
Logan,  and  Seventeenth,  General  Blair  on  its 
left,  and  the  Sixteenth,  General  Dodge,  on  its 
r%^,  but  as  the  general  advance  of  all  the 
annies  contracted  the  circle,  the  Sixteenth  corps, 
Genoral  Dodge,  was  thrown  out  of  line  by  tne 


Fifteenth  connecting  on  the  right  with  General 
Schofield  near  the  Howard  house.  General 
Mcpherson,  the  night  before,  had  gained  a  high 
hill  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  railroad,  where 
the  Seventeenth  corps  had,  after  a  severe  fight, 
driven  the  enemy,  and  it  gave  him  a  most  com- 
manding position  within  easy  view  of  the  very 
heart  of  xhe  city.  He  had  thrown  out  working 
parties  to  it,  and  was  making  preparations  to 
occupy  it  in  strength  with  batteries.  The  Six- 
teenth corps,  General  Dodge,  was  ordered  from 
right  to  left  to  occupy  this  position,  and  make  it 
a  strong  general  left  flank.  General  Dodge  was 
moving  ^y  a  diagonal  path  or  wagon-track 
leading  from  the  Decatur  road  in  the  direction 
of  General  Blair's  left  flank. 

About  ten  a.  m.,  I  was  in  person,  with  (General 
Schofield,  examining  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy's  lines  opposite  the  distillery,  where 
we  attracted  enough  of  the  enemy's  fire  of  ar- 
tillery and  musketry  to  satisfy  me  the  enemy 
was  in  Atianta  in  force,  and  meant  to  fight,  and 
had  gone  to  a  large  dwelling  close  by,  known  as 
the  Howard  house,  where  (General  McPherson 
joined  me.  He  described  the  condition  of 
things  on  his  flank  and  the  disposition  of  his 
troops.  I  explained  to  him  that  if  we  met 
serious  resistance  in  Atlanta,  as  present  appear- 
ances indicated,  instead  of  operating  against  it 
by  the  left,  I  would  extend  to  the  right,  and 
that  I  did  not  want  him  to  gain  much  dis^nce 
to  the  left  He  then  described  the  hill  occupied 
by  (General  Le^eett's  division  of  General  Blair's 
corps  as  essentisJ  to  the  occupation  of  any  ground 
to  tne  east  and  south  of  the  Augusta  railroad,  on 
account  of  its  commanding  nature.  I  therefore 
ratified  his  disposition  of  &oops,  and  modified  a 
previous  order  I  had  sent  him  in  writing  to  use 
General  Dodge's  corps,  thrown  somewhat  in  re- 
serve by  the  closing  up  of  our  line,  to  break  up 
railroad,  and  I  sanctioned  its  going,  as  already 
ordered  by  (General  McPherson,  to  his  left,  to 
hold  and  fortify  tiiat  position.  The  Qleneral  re- 
mained with  me  until  near  noon,  when  some  re- 
ports reaching  us  that  indicated  a  movement  of 
the  enemy  on  that  flank,  he  mounted  and  rode 
away  with  his  staff.  I  must  here  idso  state  tiiat 
the  day  before  I  had  detached  General  Garrard's 
cavalnr  to  go  to  Covington,  on  the  Augusta 
road,  forty-two  miles  east  of  Atianta,  and  from 
that  point  to  send  detachments  to  break  the  two 
important  bridges  acrosH  the  Yellow  and  Ulco- 
fauhatchee  rivers,  tributaries  of  Ocmulgoe,  and 
General  McPherson  had  also  left  his  wagon- 
train  at  Decatur,  under  a  ^uard  of  three  regi- 
ments commanded  by  Colonel,  now  General 
Sprague.  Soon  after  General  McPherson  left 
me  at  the  Howard  house,  as  before  described, 
I  heard  the  sounds  of  musketry  to  our  left  rear, 
at  first  mere  pattering  shots,  but  soon  they 
grew  in  volume,  accompanied  with  artillery,  and 
about  the  same  time  the  sound  of  guns  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Decatur.  No  doubt 
could  longer  be  entertained  of  the  enemy's  plan 
of  action,  which  was  to  throw  a  superior  force 
on  our  left  flank,  while  he  held  us  with  his  forts 
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in  front,  ihe  only  question  being  as  to  the 
amount  of  force  he  could  employ  at  that  point. 
I  hastily  transmitted  orders  to  all  parts  of  our 
centre  and  right  to  press  forward  and  give  full 
employment  to  all  the  enemy  in  his  hnes,  and 
for  General  Schofield  to  hold  as  large  a  force  in 
reserve  as  possible,  awaiting  developments.  Not 
more  than  half  an  hour  after  General  McPherson 
had  left  me,  viz.,  about  12:30  p.m.  of  the 
twenty-second,  his  Adjutant-General,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Clark,  rode  up  and  reported  tiiat  General 
McPherson  was  either  dead  or  a  prisoner ;  t^t 
he  had  ridden  from  me  to  General  Dodge's  column, 
moving  as  heretofore  described,  and  had  sent  off 
nearly  all  his  sta£f  and  orderlies  on  various 
errands,  and  himself  had  passed  into  a  narrow 
path  or  road  that  led  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Giles  A.  Smith's  division,  which  was 
General  Blair's  extreme  left ;  that  a  few  minutes 
after  he  had  entered  the  woods  a  sharp  volley 
was  heard  in  that  direction,  and  his  horse  had 
come  out  riderless,  having  two  wounds.  The 
suddenness  of  this  terrible  calamity  would  have 
overwhelmed  me  with  grief,  but  the  living  de- 
manded my  whole  thoughts.  I  instantly  de- 
spatched a  staff  officer  to  General  John  A.  Logan, 
commanding  the  Fifteenth  corps,  to  tell  nim 
what  had  happened  ;  that  he  must  assume  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  hold 
stubbornly  the  ground  already  chosen,  more 
especially  the  hill  gained  by  General  Leggett  the 
night  before. 

Already  the  whole  line  was  engaged  in  battle. 
Hardee's  corps  had  sallied  from  Atlanta,  and  by 
a  wide  circuit  to  the  east  had  struck  General 
Blair's  left  flank,  enveloped  it,  and  his  right  had 
swung  around  imtil  it  hit  General  Dodge  in  mo- 
tion. General  Blair's  line  was  substantially 
along  the  old  line  of  the  rebel  trench,  but  it  was 
fashioned  to  6ght  outward.  A  space  of  wooded 
ground  of  near  half  a  mile,  intervened  between 
the  head  of  General  Dodge's  column  and  Gen- 
eral Blair's  line,  through  which  the  enemy  had 
Soured,  but  the  last  order  ever  given  by  Gieneral 
[cPherson  was  to  hurry  a  brigade  (Colonel 
Wangelin's)  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  across  from 
the  railroad  to  occupy  this  gap.  It  came  across 
on  the  double-quick,  and  checked  the  enemy. 
While  Hardee  attacked  in  flai^,  Stewart's  corps 
was  to  attack  in  front  directly  out  from  the  main 
works,  but  fortunately  their  attacks  were  not 
simultaneous.  The  enemy  swept  across  the  hill 
which. our  men  were  then  fortifying,  and  cap- 
tured the  pioneer  company,  its  tools,  and  almost 
the  entire  working  party,  and  bore  down  on  our 
left  until  he  encountered  General  Giles  A. 
Smith's  division  of  the  Seventeenth  corps,  who 
was  somewhat  '*  in  air,"  and  forced  to  fight  first 
from  one  side  of  the  old  rifle  parapet  and  then 
from  the  other,  gradually  withdrawing,  regiment 
by  regiment,  so  as  to  form  a  flank  to  (Seneral 
Leggett's  division,  which  held  the  apex  of  the 
hill,  which  was  the  only  part  that  was  deemed 
essential  to  our  future  plans.  General  Dodge 
had  caught  and  held  well  in  check  the  enemy's 
right,  and  punished  him    severely,  capturing 


many  prisoners.  Smith  (General  Giles  A.)  had 
gradually  given  up  the  extremity  of  his  line  and 
formed  a  new  one,  whose  rieht  connected  wi^ 
General  Leggett,  and  his  left  refused,  facing 
south-east  On  tiiis  ground  and  in  this  order  the 
men  fought  well  and  desperately  for  near  four 
hours,  checking  and  repulsing  all  the  enemy's 
attacks.  The  execution  on  the  enemy's  ranks  at 
the  angle  was  terrible,  and  great  credit  is  due 
both  Generals  L^ett  and  Giles  A.  Smith  and 
tilieir  men  for  their  hard  and  stubborn  fighting. 
The  enemy  made  no  further  progress  on  that 
flank,  and  by  four  p.  m.  had  almost  given  up  the 
attempt  In  the  meantime,  Wheeler's  cavalry 
unopposed  (for  General  Gerrard  was  absent  at 
Covington  by  my  order),  had  reached  Decator 
and  attempted  to  capture  the  wagon  trains,  but 
Colonel,  now  General  Sprague,  covered  them 
with  great  skill  and  success,  sending  them  to  the 
rear  of  General  Schofield  and  Thomas,  and  not 
drawing  back  from  Decatur  till  every  wagon 
was  sale  except  three,  which  the  teamsters  had 
left,  carrying  <M  the  mules.  On  our  extreme 
left  the  enemy  had  taken  a  complete  battery  of 
six  guns,  with  its  horses  (Murray's),  of  the 
Regular  Army,  as  it  was  moving  along  unsup- 
ported and  unapprehensive  of  dumger,  in  a  nar- 
row, wooded  road  in  that  tmguarded  space 
between  the  head  of  General  Dodge's  column 
and  the  line  of  battle  on  the  ridge  above,  but 
most  of  the  men  escaped  to  the  bushes.  He 
also  got  two  other  guns  on  the  extreme  left 
flank,  that  were  left  on  the  ground  as  Generil 
Giles  A.  Smith  drew  off  his  men  in  the  manner 
heretofore  described.  About  four  p.  m.,  there 
was  quite  a  lull,  during  which  the  enemy  feh 
forv^'ard  on  the  railroad  and  main  Decatur  road, 
and  suddenly  asssdled  a  regiment  which,  with  a 
section  of  guns,  had  been  thrown  forward  as  a 
kind  of  pidtet,  and  captured  the  tw^  guns ;  he 
then  advanced  rapidly  and  broke  through  onr 
lines  at  that  point,  which  had  been  materially 
weakened  by  tiie  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Martin  8 
brigade,  sent  by  General  Logan's  order  to  the 
extreme  left  The  other  brigade,  (j^neral  Light- 
bum,  which  held  this  part  of  the  line,  fell  l»ck 
in  some  disorder,  about  four  hundred  yards,  to  a 
position  held  by  it  the  night  before,  leaving  the 
enemy  for  a  time  in  possession  of  two  batter- 
ies, one  of  which,  a  twenty-pounder  Parrott  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  was  most  valuable  to  us,  and 
separating  General  Wood 'sand  General  Harrow's 
divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  corps,  that  were  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  railroad.  Being  in  per- 
son close  by  the  spot,  and  appreciating  the  vast 
importance  of  the  connection  at  that  point,  I 
ordered  certain  batteries  of  General  Schofield  to 
be  moved  to  a  position  somewhat  commanding, 
by  a  left  flank  fire,  and  ordered  an  incessant  fire 
of  shells  on  the  enemy  within  sight  and  the 
woods  beyond,  to  prevent  his  reinforcing. 
I  also  sent  orders  to  General  Logan^  which  he 
had  ahready  anticipated,  to  make  the  Fifteenth 
corps  regain  its  lost  ground  at  any  cost,  and  in- 
structed General  Wood,  supported  by  General 
Schofield,  to  use  his  division  and  sweep  ths 
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ptrapetdowD  from  where  he  held  it  niitil  he 
nved  the  batteries  and  recovered  the  lost 
groand.  The  whole  was  executed  in  snperb 
fijle,  at  times  oar  men  and  the  enemy  fighting 
across  the  narrow  parapet,  but  at  last  the  enemy 
gave  way  and  the  FJ^entii  corps  r^ained  its 
position  and  all  the  guns  except  the  two  ad- 
Tuiced  ones,  which  were  out  of  view  and  had 
been  removed  by  the  enemy  within  his  main 
YorL  With  this  terminated  the  battle  of  the 
tweuty-seoond,  which  cost  us  three  thousand  sev- 
6D  kandred  uid  fwenty-two  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners. 

Bat  among  tiie  dead  was  Major-General 
McPherson,  whose  body  was  recovered  and 
bfOQ^i  to  me  in  the  heat  of  battle,  and  I  had 
sent  it,  in  charge  of  his  personal  staff,  back  to 
Msiietta,  on  its  way  to  his  Northern  home.  He 
was  a  noble  youth  of  striking  personal  appear- 
SDce,  of  the  highest  professional  capacity,  and 
with  a  heart  abounding  in  kindness  that  drew  to 
liim  the  aflections  of  all  men.  His  sudden  death 
deTohred  the  command  of  the  Army  of  l^e 
Tennessee  on  the  no  less  brave  and  gallant  Gen- 
eral Lf^an,  who  nobly  sustained  his  reputation 
and  that  of  his  veteran  army,  and  avenged  the 
death  of  his  comrade  and  commander.  The 
eoemy  left  on  the  field  his  dead  and  wounded, 
and  a^ut  a  thousand  well  prisoners.  His  dead 
aioDe  are  computed  by  C^eral  Logan  at  three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty,  of  which  num- 
W  two  thousand  two  hundred  were  from 
actual  count,  and  of  these  he  delivered  to  the 
enraiy,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  sent  in  by  him  (the 
enemj)  eight  hundred  bodies.  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  in  the  battle  of  July  twenty-second 
the  enemy  sustained  an  aggregate  loss  of  full 
eight  thousaod  men.  The  next  day  General  Gar- 
ranl  returned  from  Covington,  having  succeeded 

rfectly  in  his  mission,  and    destroyed    the 

*ges  at  Ulcofauhatchee  and  Yellow. rivers, 
1  burning  a  train  of  cars,  sr  large  quantity 
of  cottoa  (two  thousand  bales),  and  the  depots 
of  stores  at  Covington  and  Conyers'  station,  and 
brisking  in  two  hundred  prisoners  and  some 
good  horses,  losing  but  two  men,  one  of  whom 
vas  kiS^  by  accident  Having,  therefore, 
sufficiently  crippled  the  Augusta  road,  and  ren- 
dered it  Tiiseless  to  the  enemy,  I  then  addressed 
mjself  to  the  task  of  reaching  the  Macon  road, 
over  which  of  necessify  came  the  stores  and 
aauDunition  that  alone  maintained  the  rebel  army 
is  Atlanta. 

Generals  Schofield  and  Thomas  had  closed 
weO  op,  holding  the  enemy  behind  his  inner  in- 
treDcfaments.  I  first  ordered  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  to  prepare  to  vacate  its  line  and  to 
shift  bv  the  neht,  below  Proctor's  creek,  and 
General  Sdiofield  to  extend  up  to  the  Augusta 
road.  About  the  same  time  General  Rousseau 
bad  arrived  from  his  expedition  to  Opelika, 
bringing  me  about  two  thousand  good  cavalry, 
bat  of  course  fatigued  with  its  long  and  rapid 
BHffcb,  and  ordering  it  to  relieve  General  Stone- 
Dttn  at  the  river  about  Sandtown,  I  sJiitted 
Oesenl  Stooemaa  to  oar  left  flank,  and  ordered 


all  my  cavalry  to  prepare  for  a  blow  at  the 
Macon  road,  simultaneous  with  the  movement  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  toward  East  Point. 
To  accomplish  this,  I  gave  General  Stoneman  the 
command  of  his  own  and  General  Garrard's  cav- 
alry, making  an  effective  force  of  full  five  thou- 
sand men,  and  to  General  McCook  1  gave  his 
own  and  the  new  cavahry  brought  by  General 
Rousseau,  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Harrison  of  the  Eighth  Indiana  cavalry,  in  the 
aggregate  about  four  thousand.  These  two  well- 
appointed  bodies  were  to-move  in  concert,  the 
former  by  theleftaround  Atianta  to  McDonough, 
tind  the  latter  bv  the  right  on  Fayetteville,  and 
on  a  certain  night,  viz.,  July  twenty-eighth,  they 
were  to  meet  on  the  Macon  road  near  Lovejoy's, 
and  destroy  it  in  the  most  effectual  manner.  I 
estiniated  this  joint  cavaky  could  whip  all 
Wheeler's  cavalry,  and  could  otherwise  fully  ac- 
complish its  task,  and  I  think  so  stilL  I  had  the 
officers  in  conmiand  to  meet  me,  and  explained 
the  movement  perfectly,  and  they  entertained 
not  a  doubt  of  perfect  succesR.  At  the  very 
moment,  almost,  of  starting.  General  Stoneman 
addressed  me  \  note  askmg  permission,  after 
fulfilling  his  orders  and  breaking  the  road,  to  be 
allowed,  with  his  command  proper,  to  proceed 
to  Macon  and  Anderson,  and  release  our  prison- 
ers of  war  confined  at  those  points.  There  was 
something  most  captivating  in  the  idea,  and  the 
execution  was  withm  the  bounds  of  probability  of 
success.  I  consented  that  after  the  defeat  of 
Wheeler's  cavalry,  which  was  embraced  in  his 
orderai  and  breaking  the  road,  he  *niight  attempt 
it  with  his  cavah^^  proper,  sending  that  of 
General  Garrard  back  to  its  proper  flank  of  the 
army.  Both  cavalry  expeditions  started  at  the 
time  appointed.  I  have  as  yet  no  report  from 
General  Stoneman,  who  is  prisoner  of  war  at 
Macon,  but  I  know  that  he  despatched  General 
Garrard's  cavalry  to  Flat  Rock,  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  his  own  movement  to  McDonough, 
but  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me,  he  went  off 
toward  Covington  and  did  not  again  communi- 
cate with  General  Garrard  at  Flat  Rock.  Gen- 
eral Garrard  remained  there  until  the  twenty- 
ninth,  skirmishing  heavily  with  a  part  of 
Wheeler's  cavalry  and  occupying  their  attention, 
but  hearing  nothing  from  General  Stoneman,  he 
moved  back  to  Oonyers',  where,  learning  that 
General  Stonenmn  had  gone  to  Covington  and 
south  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ocmulgee,  he  re- 
turned and  resumed  his  position  on  our  left 
It  is  known  that  Genera)  Stoneman  kept  to  the 
east  of  the  Ocmulgee  to  Clinton,  sending  de- 
tachments off  to  the  east,  which  did  a  large 
amount  of  damage  to  the  railroad,  burning  the 
bridges  of  Walnut  creek  and  Oconee,  and  de- 
stroying a  large  number  of  cars  and  locomotives, 
and  witn  his  main  force  appeared  before  Macon. 
He  did  not  succeed  in  crossing  the  Ocmulgee  at 
Macon,  or  in  approaching  Andersonville,  but  re- 
tired in  the  direction  whence  he  came,  followed 
by  various  detacliments  of  mounted  men  under 
a  General  Iverson.  He  seems  to  have  become 
hemmed  in,  and  gave  consent  to  two  thurds  of 


810 


BEBELLIOK    REOOBD,    1802-65. 


his  force  to  escape  back  while  he  held  the 
enemy  in  check  with  the  remainder,  about  seven 
hundred  men,  and  a  section  of  light  guns.  One 
brigade,  Colonel  Adams,  came  in  almost  intact 
Another,  commanded  by  Colonel  Capron,  was 
surprised  on  the  way  back  and  scattered,  many 
were  captured  and  killed,  and  the  balance  got  in 
mostly  unarmed  and  afoot, and  the  Generalhim- 
self  surrendered  his  small  command,  and  is  now 
a  prisoner  at  Macon.  His  mistake  was  in  not 
making  the  first  concentration  with  Generals 
McCook  and  Oarrard  near  Lovejoy's,  according 
to  his  orders,  which  is  yet  unexplained. 

(General  McCook,  iu  Ihe  execution  of  his  part^ 
went  down  the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee 
to  near  Rivertown,  where  he  laid  a  pontoon 
bridge  with  which  he  was  provided,  crossed  his 
command,  and  moved  rapidly  on  Palmetto  sta- 
tion of  the  West  Point  road,  where  he  tore  up  a 
section  of  track,  leaving  a  regiment  to  create  a 
diversion  toward  Compbelltown,  which  regiment 
fulfilled  its  duty,  and  returned  to  camp  by  way 
of,  and  escortinj?  back,  the  pontoon-bridge  train. 
General  McCook  then  rapioly  moved  to  Fayette- 
ville,  where  he  found  a  large  number  of  the 
wagons  belonging  to  the  rebel  army  in  Atlanta. 
These  he  burned  to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
killing  eight  hundred  mules,  and  carrving  along 
others,  and  taking  two  hundred  and  fifty  pris- 
oners, mostly  quartermasters  and  men  belonging 
to  the  trains.  He  then  pushed  for  the  railroad, 
reaching  it  at  Lovejoy  station  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed. He  biuned  the  depot,  tore  up  a  section  of  the 
road,  and  continued  to  work  until  forced  toleave 
off  to  defend  himself  against  an  accumulating 
force  of  the  enemy.  He  could  hear  nothing  of 
General  Stoneman,  and  finding  his  progress  east 
too  strongly  opposed,  he  moved  south  and  west, 
and  reaching  Newnan,  on  the  West  Point  road, 
where  he  encountered  an  infantry  force  coming 
from  Mississippi  to  Atlanta,  which  had  been 
stopped  by  the  break  he  had  made  at  Palmetto. 
This  force,  with  the  pursuing  cavalry,  hemmed 
him  in,  and  forced  him  to  fight  He  was  com- 
pelled to  drop  his  prisoners  and  captures,  and 
cut  his  way  out,  losing  some  five  hundred  offi- 
cers and  men,  among  them  a  most  valuable 
officer.  Colonel  Harrison,  who,  when  fighting  his 
men  as  skirmishers  on  foot,  was  overcome  and 
made  prisoner,  and  is  now  at  Macon.  He  cut 
his  way  out,  reached  the  Chattahoochee,  crossed 
and  got  to  Marietta,  without  further  loss. 

General  McCook  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for 
thus  saving  his  command,  which  was  endan- 
gered by  the  failure  of  General  Stoneman  to 
reach  Lovejov's.  But  on  the  whole,  the  cavalry 
raid  is  not  aeemed  a  success,  for  tht  real  pur- 
pose was  to  break  the  enemy's  communications, 
which,  though  done,  was  on  so  limited  a  scale, 
that  I  knew  the  damages  would  soon  be  re- 
paired. 

Pursuant  to  the  general  plan  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  drew  out  of  its  lines  near  the  Decatur 
road  during  the  night  of  Julv  twenty-sixth,  and 
on  the  twenty-seventh  moved  behind  the  rest  of 
the  army  to  Proctor's  creek,  and  south,  to  pro- 


long our  line  due  south,  facing  east  On  tiiat 
day,  bv  appointment  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Major-General  Howard  assumed 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tenneesee.  and 
had  the  general  supervision  of  ^e  movem^t, 
.which  was  made  en  echdon,  (General  Dodge's 
corps.  Sixteenth,  on  the  left,  nesurest  the  enemy. 
General  Blair's  corps,  Seventeenth,  imxt  to  come 
up  on  its  right,  and  General  Logan's  corps.  Fif- 
teenth, to  come  up  on  its  right,  and  refosed  as  a 
flank,  the  whole  to  gain  as  much  ground  due 
south  from  the  flank  ahready  established  on  Proc- 
tor's creek  as  was  consistent  with  a  proper 
strength.  Greneral  Dodge's  men  got  into  line  in 
the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  G«n«^ 
Blair's  came  into  line  on  his  right  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-eiehtb,  his  right  reaching 
an  old  meeting-house  ciuled  Ezra  Church,  n^ 
some  large  open  fields  by  the  poor-hoose,  on  a 
road  known  as  the  Bell's  ferr^  or  LickskiDet 
road.  Here  the  Fifteenth  corps,  (general 
Logan's,  joined  on  and  refused  along  a  ridge  well 
wooded,  which  partially  commanded  a  view  over 
the  same  fields.  About  ten  ▲.  m.,  all  the  army 
was  in  position,  and  the  men  were  busy  in 
throwing  up  the  accustomed  piles  of  rails 
and  logs,  which  after  awhile  assumed  the  form 
of  a  parapet  The  skill  and  rapidity  with 
which  our  men  construct  them  is  won- 
derful, and  is  something  new  in  the  art  of 
war.  I  rode  along  his  whole  line  about  that 
time,  and  as  1  approached  Ezra  Church  there  was 
considerable  artillery  firing,  enfilading  the  road 
in  whiiA  I  was  riding,  killing  an  orderly's  horse 
just  behind  my  stafL  I  struck  across  aii  open 
field  to  where  General  Howard  was  standii^  in 
the  rear  of  the  Fifteeeiith  corps,  and  walkedup 
to  the  ridee  with  General  Morgan  L.  Smith,  to 
see  if  the  battery  which  enfiladed  the  main  road 
and  Hue  of  rail-piles  could  not  be  diq>o8ed  of^ 
and  heard  General  Smith  give  tiie  neoessary 
orders  for  the  deployment  of  one  regiment  for- 
ward and  another  to  make  a  circuit  to  the  right, 
when  I  returned  to  where  Greneral  Howard  was, 
and  remained  there  until  twelve  o'clock.  During 
this  time  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  serious 
battle  save  the  shelling  by  one,  or  at  most  two, 
batteries  from  beyond  the  large  field  in  front  of 
the  Fifteenth  corps. 

Wishing  to  be  well  prepared  to  defeat  the 
enemy  if  he  repeated  his  game  of  the  twenty- 
second,  I  had,  the  night  before,  ordered  General 
Davis'  division  of  General  Palmer's  corps, 
which,  by  the  movements  of  the  Army  of  me 
Tennessee,  had  been  left,  as  it  were,  in  reserve, 
to  move  down  to  Turner's  ferry,  and  thenoe  to- 
ward Whitehall  or  East  Point,  aiming  to  reach 
the  flank  of  General  Howard's  new  Une,  hoping 
that  in  case  of  an  attack  this  division  would  in 
turn  catoh  the  attacking  force  in  flank  or  rear  at 
an  unexpected  moment.  I  explained  it  to  General 
Howard,  and  bade  him  expect  the  arrival  of 
such  a  force  in  case  of  battle.  Indeed,  I  expect- 
ed to  hear  the  fire  of  ite  skirmishers  by  noon. 
Geneiill  Davis  was  sick  that  day,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Morgan  commanded  the  division  which 
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had  marched  earlj  for  Turner's  ferry,  but 
naoj  of  the  roads  laid  down  on  our  maps  did 
09t  exist  at  all,  and  General  Morgan  was  delayed 
t^by.  1  rode  back  to  make  more  particular 
ioqniriee  as  to  this*  division,  and  had  just  reach- 
ed General  Davis'  headquarters  at  Proctor's 
creek  when  I  heard  musketry  open  heavily  on 
the  right.  The  enemy  had  come  out  of  Atlanta 
by  the  Bell's  ferry  road,  and  formed  his  masses 
in  the  open  fields  behind  a  swell  of  ground,  and 
ifler  the  artillery  firing  I  have  described,  ad- 
Tanced  in  parallel  lines  directly  against  the 
Fifteeoth  corps,  expecting  to  catch  that  flank 
in  air.  His  advance  was  magnificent,  but  found- 
ed in  an  error  that  cost  him  sadly,  for  our  men 
oooUj  and  deliberately  cut  down  his  men,  and 
•pite  of  the  efforts  of  the  rebel  officers,  his  ranks 
bn^  and  fled«  But  they  were  rallied  again  and 
igam,  as  often  as  six  times  at  some  points,  and 
a  lev  of  the  rebel  officers  and  men  reached  our 
tines  of  rail  piles  only  to  be  killed  or  hauled 
over  as  prisoners. 

These  assaults  occurred  from  noon  until  about 
knr?.m^  when  the  enemy  disappeared,  leaving 
his  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands ;  as  many 
u  six  hundred  and  forty-two  dead  were  counted 
and  buried,  and  still  others  are  known  to  have 
been  buried  which  were  not  counted  by  the 
Rgolarlj  detailed  burial-parties. 

General  L<^an  on  this  occasion  was  conspic- 
uous, as  on  the  twenty-second,  his  corps  being 
chiefij  engaged;  but  General  Howard  had 
drawn  from  the  other  corps,  Sixteentl^  and 
6e?enteenth,  certain  reserves  which  were  near 
at  hand  bat  not  used.  Our  entire  loito  is  reported 
kfli  than  six  hundred,  whereas  that  of  the 
enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  was  not  less  than 
five  thousand.  Had  General  Davis'  division 
oofme  up  on  the  Bull's  ferry  road  as  I  calculated, 
at  any  time  before  four  o'clock,  what  was  simply 
a  complete  repulse  would  have  been  a  disastrous 
root  to  Uie  enemy ;  but  1  cannot  attribute  the 
baton  to  want  of  energy  or  intelligence,  and 
most  charge  it,  like  many  other  things  in  this 
cuiqMign,  to  the  peculiar,  tangled  nature  of  the 
forests  and  absence  of  roads  thtft  would  admit 
ti^  rapid  movement  of  troops. 

This  afiEftir  terminated  all  efforts  of  the  enemv 
to  check  our  extension  by  the  flank,  which 
ift^ward  proceeded  with  comparative  ease, 
bat  he  met  our  extensions  to  the  south  by  rapid 
and  weQ-constructed  forts  and  rifle^its,  built 
between  us  and  the  railroad,  to  and  bdow  East 
Point,  remaining  perfectlv  on  the  defensive. 

FLoding  that  Sie  right  flank  of  the  Arpiy  of  the 
Tennessee  did  not  reach,  I  was  forced  to  shift 
Geneial  Schofieki  to  that  flank  also,  and  after- 
vard  General  Palmer's  corps  of  General 
Thomas'  army.  General  Schofield  moved  from 
the  left  on  the  first  of  August,  and  General 
Pkhier's  corps  followed  at  once,  taking  a  line 
below  Utoy  creek,  and  Generd  Schofield  pro- 
longed it  to  a  point  near  East  Point  The 
toaaj  made  no  offensive  opposition,  but  watch- 
ed our  movements  and  extended  his  lines  and 
(VipetB  acoordingly. 


About  this  time  several  changes  in  important 
commands  occurred,  which  should  be  noted. 
General  Hooker,  offended  that  General  Howard 
was  preferred  to  him  as  the  successor  of  Gren- 
eral  McPherson,  resigned  his  command  of  the 
Twentieth  corps,  to  wliich  General  Slocum  was 
appointed ;  but  he  was  at  Yicksburg,  and  until 
he  joined,  the  command  of  the  corps  devolved 
on  General  H.  S.  Williams,  who  handled  it  ad- 
mirably. General  Palmer  also  resigned  the 
command  oi  the  Fourteenth  corps,  and  General 
Jeff.  C.  Davis  was  appointed  to  his  place. 
Major-General  D.  8.  Stanley  had  succeeded 
General  Howard  in  the  command  of  the  Fourth 
corps. 

From  the  second  to  the  fifth  we  continued  to 
extend  to  the  right,  demonstrating  strongly  on 
the  left  and  along  our  whole  line.  General 
Reiley's  brigade  of  General  Cox's  division. 
General  Schofield's  army,  on  the  fifth,  tried  to 
break  through  the  enemv's  line  about  a  mile 
below  Utoy  creek,  but  failed  to  carry  the  posi- 
tion, losing  about  four  hundred  men,  who  were 
eaught  in  the  entanglements  and  abatis ;  but  the 
next  day  the  position  was  turned  by  General 
Hascall,  and  General  Schofield  advanced  his 
whole  line  close  up  to  and  facing  tiie  enemy 
below  Utov  creek.  Still  he  did  not  gain 
die  desirea  foothold  on  either  the  West  Point 
or  Macon  railroad.  The  enemy's  line  at  that 
tune  must  have  been  nearly  fifteen  miles  long,  ex- 
tending from  near  Decatur  to  below  East  Point. 
This  he  was  enabled  to  do  by  the  use  of  a  large 
force  of  State  militia,  and  his  position  was  so 
masked  by  the  shape  of  the  ground  that  we 
were  unable  to  discover  the  wtSk  parts. 

I  had  become  satisfied  that,  to  reach  the  Ma- 
con road,  and  thereby  control  the  supplies  for 
Atlanta,  I  would  have  to  move  the  whole  army ; 
but  before  beginning  I  ordered  down  from 
Chattanooga  four  four  and  a  half  inch  rifled 
guns,  to  try  their  effect  These  arrived  on  the 
tenfii,  and  were  put  to  work  night  and  day,  and 
did  execution  on  the  city,  causing  frequent  fires, 
and  creating  confusion,  yet  the  enemy  seemed 
determined  to  hold  his  forts,  even  if  the  city 
should  be  destroyed.  On  the  sixteenth  of  August 
I  made  my  Orders,  number  fifty-seven, prescribing 
the  mode  and  manner  of  executing  the  grand 
movement  by  the  right  flank,  to  begin  on  the 
eighteenth.  This  movement  contemplated  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Twentieth  corps,  Greneral 
Williams,  to  the  intrenched  position  at  the 
Chattahoochee  bridge,  and  the  march  of  the 
main  army  to  the  West  Point  railroad,  near 
Fairbum,  and  afterward  to  the  Macon  road,  at 
or  near  Jonesboro*,  with  our  wagons  loaded 
with  provisions  for  fifteen  days.  About  the 
time  of  the  publication  of  these  orders  I  learned 
that  Wheeler,  with  a  large  mounted  force  of  the 
enemy,  variously  estimated  from  six  tiiousand 
to  ten  thousand  men,  had  passed  around  by  the 
east  and  north,  and  had  msuie  his  appearance  on 
our  lines  of  communication  near  Adairsville.and 
had  succeeded  in  capturing  nine  hundred  of  our 
beef  cattle,  and  had  made  a  break  of  the  rail- 
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road  near  Calhoun.  I  conld  not  have  asked 
anything  better,  for  I  had  providid  well  against 
such  a  coDtingencj,and  this  detachment  left  me 
superior  to  the  enemy  in  cavalry.  I  suspended 
the  execution  of  my  orders  for  the  time  being, 
and  ordered  General  Kilpatrick  to  make  up  a 
well-appointed  force  of  about  five  thousand 
caVabv,  and  to  move  from  his  camp  about  Sand- 
town  during  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  to  the 
West  Point  road,  and  break  it  good  near  Fwr- 
bum ;  thence  to  proceed  across  to  the  Macon 
road,  and  tear  it  up  thoroughly ;  to  avoid  as  far 
as  possible  the  enemy's  imantry,  but  to  attack 
any  cavahry  he  could  find.  I  thought  this  cav- 
ak-y  would  save  the  necessity  of  moving  the 
main  armv  across,  and  that  in  case  of  his  success 
it  would  leave  me  in  better  position  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  result. 

General  Kilpatrick  got  off  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  broke  the  West  Point  road,  and  sdT- 
terward  reached  the  Macon  road  at  Jonesboro', 
where  he  whipped  Ross'  cavahrv  and  got  pos- 
session of  the  railroad,  which  he  held  for  five 
hours,  damaging  it  considerably ;  but  a  brigade 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  which  had  been  de- 
spatched below  Jonesboro'  in  cars  was  run 
back,  and  disembarked,  and  with  Jackson's 
rebel  cavalry,  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  con- 
tinue his  work.  He  drew  off  to  the  east,  and 
made  a  circuit,  and  struck  the  railroad  about 
Lovejoy's  station,  but  was  again  threatened  by 
the  enemy,  who  moved  on  snorter  lines,  when 
he  charged  through  their  cavalry,  taking  many 
prisoners,  of  whom  he  brought  in  seventy,  and 
captured  a  four-gun  battery,  which  he  destroyed, 
except  one  gun,  which  he  brought  in.  He  esti- 
mated the  damage  done  to  the  road  as  enough 
to  interrupt  its  use  for  ten  days,  after  which  he 
returned  by  a  circuit  north  and  east,  reaching 
Decatur  on  the  twen^-second.  After  an  inter- 
view with  CJeneral  Kilpatrick,  I  was  satisfied 
that  whatever  damage  he  had  done  would  not 
produce  the  result  desired,  and  I  renewed  my 
orders  for  the  movement  of  the  whole  army. 
This  involved  the  necessity  of  raising  the  siege 
of  Atlanta,  taking  the  field  with  our  main  force, 
and  using  it  against  the  commimications  of  At- 
lanta instead  of  against  its  intrenchments.  All 
tiie  ai-my  commanders  were  at  once  notified  to 
send  their  surplus  wagons,  encumbrances  of  all 
kinds,  and  sick,  back  to  our  intrenched  position 
at  the  bridge,  and  that  the  movement  would  be- 
gin during  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth.  Ac- 
cordingly, all  things  being  ready,  the  Fourth 
corps,  Cfeneral  Stamey,  drew  out  of  its  lines  on 
our  extreme  left,  and  marched  to  a  position  be- 
low Proctor's  creek.  The  Twentieth  corps, 
General  Williams,  moved  back  to  the  Chatta- 
hoochee. This  movement  was  made  without 
loss,  save  a  few  things  left  in  our  camps  by 
thoughtless  officers  or  men.  The  night  of  the 
twenty-sixth  the  movement  continued,  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  drawing  out  and  moving  rap- 
idly by  a  circuit,  well  toward  Sandtown  and 
across  Camp  creek,  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland   below    Utoy   creek,   General    Scho- 


field  remaining  in  position.  This  was  effected 
with  the  loss  of  but  a  single  man  in  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  wounded  by  a  shtll 
from  the  enemy.  The  third  movement  brought 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  West  Point 
railroad,  above  Fairbum,  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland about  Red  Oak,  and  General  Schofield 
closed  in  near  Digs  and  Mins.  I  then  t)rdered 
one  day's  work  to  be  expended  in  destroying 
that  road,  and  it  was  done  with  a  will.  Twelve 
and  one  half  mQes  were  destroyed,  the  ties 
burned,  and  the  iron  rails  heated  and  tortured 
by  the  utmost  ingenuity  of  old  hands  at  the 
work.  Several  cuts  were  filled  up  with  the 
trunks  of  trees,  with  logs,  rock,  and  earth  inte^ 
mingled  with  loaded  sheUs,  prepared  as  torpe- 
does, to  explode  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  clear 
them  out  Having  personally  inspected  this 
work,  and  satisfied  with  its  execution,  I  ordered 
the  whole  army  to  move  the  next  day  eastward 
by  several  roads,  (Jeneral  Howard  on  the  right 
toward  Jonesboro',  General  Thomas,  the  centre, 
by  Shoal  Creek  Church  to  Couch's,  on  the  Decatur 
and  Fayettville  road,  and  General  Schofield,  on 
the  left,  about  Morrow's  mills.  An  inspection  of 
the  map  will  show  the  strategic  advantages  of 
this  position.  The  railroad  from  Atlanta  to 
Macon  follows  substantially  the  ridge  or  "  di- 
vide" between  the  waters  of  Flint  and  Ocmul- 
gee  rivers,  and  from  East  Point  to  Jonesboro' 
makes  a  wide  bend  to  the  east  Therefore,  the 
position  I  have  described,  which  had  been  well 
studiai  on  paper,  was  my  first  "  objective."  It 
gave  me  "  interior  lines,"  something  our  enemy 
had  enjoyed  too  long,  and  I  was  anxious  for  once 
to  get  the  inside  track,  and  therefore  my  haste 
and  desire  to  secure  it 

The  several  columns  moved  pxmctually  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-ninth.  General  Thomas, 
on  the  centre,  encountered  little  opposition  or 
difficulty  save  what  resulted  from  the  narrow 
roads,  and  reached  his  position  at  Couch's  early 
in  the  afternoon.  General  Schofield,  being 
closer  to  the  enemy,  who  still  clune  to  East 
Point,  moved  cautiously  on  a  small  cirde  arouud 
that  point,  and  came  into  position  toward  Rough- 
and-Ready;  and  General  Howard,  having  the 
outer  circle,  had  a  greater  distance  to  move.  Ho 
encountered  cavalry,  which  he  drove  rapidly  to 
the  crossing  of  Shoal  creek,  where  the  enemy 
also  had  artillery.  Here  a  short  delay  occurped, 
and  some  cannonading  and  skirmishiiie,  but 
General  Howard  started  them  again,  and  kept 
them  moving,  passed  the  Renfro  place  on  the 
Decatur  road,  which  was  the  point  mdicated  for 
him  in  the  orders  of  that  day,  but  He  wisely  and 
well  kept  on  and  pushed  on  toward  Jonesboro*, 
saved  the  bridge  across  Flint  river,  and  did  not 
halt  until  darkness%oinpelled  him,  within  half  a 
mile  of  Jonesboro'.  Here  he  rested  for  the 
night,  and  on  the  morning  of  August  thirtj-first, 
finding  himself  in  the  presence  of  a  heavy  force 
of  the  enemv,  he  deployed  the  Fifteenth  corps 
and  disposed  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  on 
its  flat^.  The  men  covered  their  front  with  the 
usual  parapet,  and  were  bood  prepared  to  act 
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aSeoMj  or  defensively,  as  the  case  called 
k. 

Iwif  that  night  with  (General  Thomas  at 
Goodi'Sf^d  as  soon  as  I  learned  that  General 
Howird  had  passed  Renfro's,  I  directed  (reneral 
IWnu  to  send  to  that  place  a  division  of  ^en- 
«il  Je£  G.  Davis'  corps,  to  move  General  Stan- 
k/i  corps  in  connection  with  (General  Schofield's 
toward  Koogh-and-Readj,  and  then  to  send  for- 
ward due  east  a  strong  detachment  of  General 
D&Tis'  corps  to  feel  for  the  raUroad.  (General 
8ch<Mi  was  also  ordered  to  move  boldly  for- 
ward and  strike  the  railroad  near  Roogh-and- 
Beidy.  Iheae  movements  were  progressing 
doim^  the  thirtv-first,  when  the  enemy  came  out 
of  his  works  at  Joneeboro*  and  attacked  General 
Howard  in  position  described.  General  Howard 
wuadmir^y  situated  to  receive  him,  and  re- 
pfiiaed  the  attack  thorongnly.  The  enem  v  attacked 
with  Lee's  and  Hardee's  corps,  and  after  a  con- 
tert  of  over  two  hours,  withdrew,  leaving  over 
foor  famidTed  dead  on  the  ground,  and  his 
Toopded,  of  which  about  three  hundred  were 
kft  in  Jonesboro',  could  not  have  been  much  less 
than  two  thousand  five  hundred.  Hearing  the 
tmd»  of  battle  at  Jonesboro'  about  noon,  orders 
were  renewed  to  push  the  othsr  movements  on 
tin  left  sod  centre,  and  about  four  p.  k.,  the  re- 
ports arrived  simultaneously  that  General  How- 
vd  had  thoroughly  repuLied  the  enemy  at 
iooesboro' ;  that  General  Schofield  had  reached 
the  raikoad  a  mile  below  Rough-and-Ready,  and 
vas  working  up  the  road,  breaking  it  ai  he 
vent;  that  General  Stanley  of  General  Thomas' 
inny,  had  also  got  the  road  below  General  Scho- 
field and  was  destroying  its  working  south,  and 
tint  General  Bsird  of  General  Davis'  corps  had 
*w4  it  Btin  lower  down  within  four  miles  of 
Jonesboro*. 

Orders  were  at  once  given  for  all  the  army  to 
tora  on  Jonesboro',  General  Howard  to  keep  the 
®emy  bnsy  while  General  Thomas  should  move 
wwn  from  the  north,  with  General  Schofield  on 
ha  left.  I  also  ordered  the  troops  as  they 
ooTed  down  to  continue  the  thorough  destruo- 
^  of  tiie  raihoad,  because  we  ha4  it  then  and 
I  did  not  know  but  that  events  might  divert  our 
•ttMitkm.  General  Garrard's  cavalry  was  di- 
JJ<^  to  watch  the  roads  to  our  rear,  the  north. 
J*i>«nl  KOpatrick  was  sent  south,  down  the  west 
JJM  of  Flint,  with  instructions  to  attack  or 
"^8*ten  the  railroad  below  Jonesboro'.  I  ex- 
P*!*ed  the  who^  army  would  close  down  on 
jpwjhoro'  bj  nSbn  of  the  first  of  September. 
^*M«1  Davis'  corps,  having  a  shorter  distance 
wtravel,  was  on  tame,  and  deployed,  facing  south, 
«8  ri^ht  in  connection  with  General  Howard, 
«M  htt  left  on  the  raih-oad.  General  Stanley 
m  General  Sdiofield  were  coming  down  alons 
»e  Bongh^ad-RMMiy  road,  and  dong  the  rait 
JH  breaking  it  as  fliey  came.  When  (General 
DiTii  joined  to  General  Howard,  General  Blair's 
<wp8f  on  General  Howard's  left,  was  thrown  in 
'^•jnre,  and  was  immediately  sent  well  to  the 
^  below  Jonesboro',  to  act  against  that  flank 
"®«  with  Geaer^Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  About 


four  p.  M.,  General  Davis  was  all  ready,  and  as- 
saulted the  enemy's  lines  across  open  fields, 
carrying  them  very  handsomely,  and  taking  as 
prisoners  the  greater  part  of  Govan's  bri^uie, 
including  its  commander,  with  two  four-gun 
batteries.  Repeated  orders  were  sent  to  QeBr 
ends  Stanley  and  Schofield  to  hurry  up,  but  the 
difficult  nature  of  the  country  and  the  absence 
of  roads  are  the  reasons  assigned  why  these 
troops  did  not  get  well  into  position  for  attack 
before  niebt  rendered  further  operations  impos- 
sible. Of  course  the  next  morning  the  enemy 
was  gone,  and  had  retreated  south.  About  two 
o'clock  that  night  the  sounds  of  heavy  explo- 
sions were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Atlanta, 
distant  about  twenty  miles,  with  a  succession 
of  minor  explosions,  and  what  seemed  like  the 
rapid  firing  of  caimon  and  musketry.  These 
continued  for  about  an  hour,  and  again  about 
four  A.  K.  occurred  another  series  of  similar  dis- 
charges, apparentiv  nearer  us,  and  these  sounds 
could  be  accounted  for  on  no  other  hypotiiesis 
than  of  a  night  attack  on  Atlanta  by  Greneral 
Sloeum  or  the  blowing  up  of  the  enemy's  maga- 
zines. Nevertheless,  at  daybreak,  on  finding 
the  enemy  gone  from  his  hues  at  Jonesboro',  I 
ordered  a  general  pursuit  south,  Genei-al  Thomas 
following  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  General 
Howard  on  its  right,  and  General  Schofield 
keeping  off  about  two  miles  to  the  east.  We 
overtook  the  enemy  again  near  Loveioy's  station, 
in  a  strong,  intrenched  position,  witn  his  flanks 
well  prot^ted  behind  a  branch  of  Walnut  creek 
to  the  right,  and  a  confluent  of  the  Flint  river  to 
his  left  We  pushed  close  up  and  reconnoitered 
the  ground,  and  found  he  had  evidently  halted 
to  cover  his  communication  with  the  McDonough 
and  FayetteviUe  roads. 

Rumors  began  to  arrive  through  prisoners 
captured  that  Atlanta  had  been  abandoned 
during  the  night  of  September  first ;  that  Hood 
had  blown  up  his  ammnnition-trains,  which  ac- 
counted for  tne  sounds  so  plainly  heard  by  us, 
and  which  were  yet  unexplained ;  that  Stewart's 
corps  was  then  retreating  toward  McDonough, 
and  that  the  militia  had  gone  off  toward  Coving- 
ton. It  was  then  too  late  to  interpose  and  pre- 
vent their  escape,  and  I  was  satisfied  with  the 
substantial  success  already  gained.  According- 
ly I  ordered  the  work  of  destroying  railroad  to 
cease,  and  the  troops  to  be  held  in  hand,  ready 
for  any  movement  that  further  information  from 
Atlanta  might  warrant. 

Greneral  Jeff.  C.  Davis'  corps  had  been  left 
above  Jonesboro',  and  General  Garrard's  cavahry 
was  still  further  back,  and  the  latter  was  ordered 
to  send  back  to  Atlanta  and  ascertain  the  exact 
truth  and  the  real  situation  of  affairs.  But  the 
same  night,  viz. :  of  September  fourth,  a  courier 
arrived  from  General  Sloeum,  reporting  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Atlanta,  blown  up 
seven  trains  of  cars,  and  had  retreated  on  the 
McDonough  road.  General  Sloeum  had  entered 
and  taken  possession  on  the  second  of  Septem- 
ber. 

The  object  of  my  movement  against  the  rait 
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road  was,  therefore,  already  reached  and  ooDclad- 
ed,  and  as  it  was  idle  to  pursue  our  enemy  in  that 
wooded  country  with  a  view  to  his  capture,  I 
gave  orders  on  the  fourth  for  the  Army  to  pre- 
pare to  move  back  slowly  to  Atlanta.  On  the 
fifth  ws  drew  back  to  the  vicinty  of  Jonesboro\ 
five  miles,  where  w&  remained  a  day.  On  the 
seventh  we  moved  to  Rough-and-Ready,  seven 
miles,  and  the  next  day  to  the  camps  selected, 
vix.:  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  grouped 
round  about  Atlanta,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
about  East  Point,  and  that  of  the  Ohio  at 
Decatur,  where  the  men  now  occupy  dean  and 
healthy  camps. 

I  have  notyet  received  full  or  satisfactory  ac- 
counts of  Wheeler's  operations  to  our  rear, 
further  tiian  that  he  broke  the  road  about  Cal- 
houn and  then  made  his  appearance  at  Balton, 
where  Colonel  Laibold  hela  him  in  check  until 
Q^neral  Steedman  arrived  from  Chattanooga 
and  drove  him  off.  He  then  passed  up  into 
East  Tennessee,  and  made  quite  a  stay  at  Athens ; 
but  on  the  first  show  of  pursuit,  he  kept  on 
north  across  the  Little  Tennessee ;  and  crossing 
tilie  Holston  near  Strawberry  Plains,  reached  the 
Clinch  near  Clinton,  and  passed  over  toward  Be- 
quatchee  and  McMinnville.  Thence  he  seems 
to  have  gone  to  Murfreesboro  and  Lebanon,  and 
across  to  Franklin.  He  may  have  committed 
damage  to  the  property  of  citizens,  but  has  in- 
jured us  but  little,  the  railroads  being  repaired 
about  as  fast  as  he  broke  them.  From  Franklin 
he  has  been  pursued  toward  Florence,  and  out 
of  the  State  by  Generals  Rousseau,  Steedman, 
and  Granger;  but  what  amount  of  execution 
they  have  done  to  him  is  not  yet  reported. 
Our  roads  and  telegraph .  are  all  repaired, 
and  the  cars  run  with  regularity  and  speed.  It 
is  proper  to  remark  in  this  place,  that  during 
the  operation  of  this  campaign,  expeditions 
were  sent  out  from  Memphis  and  Vicksburg 
to  check  any  movements  of  the  enemy's  forces 
in  Mississippi  upon  our  communications.  The 
manner  in  which  this  object  was  accomplished 
reflects  credit  upon  Generals  A.  J.  Smith, 
Washburn,  Slocum,  and  Mower ;  and,  although 
General  Sturgis'  expedition  was  less  successful 
than  the  others,  it  assisted  us  in  the  mam  object 
to  be  accomplished. 

I  must  bear  full  and  liberal  testimony  to  the 
energetic  and  successful  management  of  our 
railroads  during  the  campaign.  No  matter 
when  or  where  a  break  has  been  made,  the  re- 
pair train  seemed  on  the  spot,  and  the  damage 
was  repaired  generally  before  I  knew  of  t£e 
break.  Bridges  have  been  built  with  surprising 
rapidity,  and  the  locomotive  whistle  was  heard 
in  our  advanced  camps  almost  before  the  echoes 
of  the  skirmish  fire  had  ceased.  Some  of  these 
bridges — ^those  of  the  Oostanula,  the  Etowah, 
and  Chattahoochee— are  fine,  substantial  struc- 
tures, and  were  built  in  inconceivably  short 
time,  almost  out  of  material  improvised  on  the 
spot 

Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  who  has  charge  of 
the  '*  construoiion  aad  repairs,*'  is  not  only  a 


most  skilful,  but  a  wonderfully  ingenious,  in- 
dustrious, and  zealous  officer,  and  I  can  hardly 
do  him  justice.  Li  like  manner  the  officers 
charged  with  running  iXte  trains  have  succeeded 
to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  have  woiiced  in 

Serfect  harmony  with  the  Quartermasters  and 
ommissaries,  bringing  forward  abundant  sup- 
plies with  such  regularity  that  at  no  one  time 
have  we  wanted  for  provisions,  forage,  ammu- 
nition, or  stores  of  any  essential  kind. 

Colonel  L.  C.  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  and 
Colonel  A.  Beckwith,  Chief  Uommissaiy,  have 
also  succeeded,  in  a  manner  surprising  to  all  of 
us,  in  getting  forward  supplies.  I  doubt  if  ever 
ah  army  was  better  supplied  than  ihia,  and  I 
commend  them  most  highly  for  it,  because  I 
know  that  more  solicitude  was  felt  by  the 
Lieutenant-General  cogimanding,  and  by  the 
military  world  at  large,  on  this  than  on  any 
other  one  problem  involved  in  the  sacoessof 
the  campaign. 

Captain  T.  G.  Baylor,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer, 
has  in  like  manner  kept  the  army  well  supplied 
at  all  times  with  every  kind  of  ammunition.  To 
Captain  0.  M.  Poe,  Chief  Engineer,  I  am  more 
than  ordinarily  indebted  for  keeping  me  sup- 
plied with  maps  «md  information  of  roads  and 
topography,  as  well  as  in  the  more  important 
branch  of  his  duties  in  selecting  lines  and  mili- 
tary positions.  My  own  personal  staff  has  been 
small  but  select. 

Brigadier-General  W.  F.  Barry,  an  officer  of 
enlarged  capacity  and  great  experience,  has 
ftUed  the  office  of  Chief  of  ArtiDery  to  perfection, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  D.  Hittoe,  Chief  Medi- 
cal Inspector,  has  done  everythins^  possible  to 
give  proper  aid  and  direction  to  me  operations 
of  that  important  department  I  have  never 
seen  the  wounded  removed  from  the  field  of 
battle,  cared  for,  and  afterward  sent  to  proper 
hospitals  in  the  rear  with  more  promptness, 
system,  care,  and  success,  than  during  this 
whole  campaign,  covering  over  one  hundred 
days  of  actual  oattle  and  Finnish. 

My  Aides-de-Oamp,  Major  J.  C.  McCoy,  Cap- 
tain L.  M.  Dayton  and  Captain  J.  C.  Audenried 
have  been  ever  zealous  and  most  efficient,  car- 
rying my  orders  day  and  night  to  distant  points 
of  our  extended  lines,  with  an  intelligence  and 
zeal  that  ensured  the  perfect  working  of  ma- 
chinery covering  from  ten  to  twenty-nve  miles 
of  ground,  when  the  least  error  in  the  delivery 
or  explanation  of  an  order  would  have  produoed 
confusion ;  whereas,  in  great  measure  owing  to 
the  intelligence  of  these  officers,  orders  have 
been  made  so  clear  that  these  vast  armies  have 
moved  side  by  side,  sometimes  crossing  each 
other's  tracks  tlirough  a  difficult  country  of 
over  a  hundred  and  Siirty-eight  miles  in  length, 
without  confusion  or  trouble. 

Captain  Dayton  has  also  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  my  Adjutant-General,  making  all  orders  and 
carrying  on  the  official  correspondence. 

Three  Inspectors-General  completed  my  staff 
Brigadier-General  J.  M.  Corse,  who  has  since 
been  assigned  the  command  of  a  division  of  th« 
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Sxteesth  corps,  at  the  request  of  General 
]>j^\  LieutenaDt-Golonel  W.  Warner,  of  the 
Bereotj-sixth  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant^Colonel 
(%srles  Ewing,  Insnpector-General  of  the  Fif- 
t«eii&  corps  and  Uaptain  Thirteenth  United 
States  Ref^^nlars. 

TbeSe  oflBcers,  of  singular  energy  and  intelli- 
race,  haye  been  of  immense  assistance  to  me 
m  baodliDg  these  large  armies. 

Mj  three  "armies  in  the  field"  were  com- 
EHodcd  by  able  officers,  my  equals  m  rank  and 
experience.  Major-Greiieral  George  H.  Thomas, 
Msjor^General  J.  M.  Schofield,  and  Major-General 
0. 0.  HowaitL  With  such  commanders  I  had 
onhr  to  indicate  the  object  desired,  and  they 
Moomphshed  it  I  eannot  overestimate  their 
lerrkes  to  the  country,  and  must  express  my 
deep  and  heartfelt  thanks  that,  coming  togethw 
from  different  fields,  with  different  interests, 
tkr  have  co-operated  with  »  harmony  that  has 
k«B  productive  of  the  greatest  amount  of  suo- 
txm  sod  good  feeling.  A  more  harmonious 
inaj  does  not  exist 

i  DOW  enclose  their  reports,  and  those  of  the 
corps,  division,  and  brigade  commanders,  a 
Knoal  of  which  will  fill  up  the  sketch  whicli  I 
UTe  endeavored  to  make.  I  also  submit  tabu- 
kr  atitements  of  our  losses  in  battle  by  \70unds 
tud  aickness ;  also,  lists  of  prisoners  captured, 
•Hit  to  the  rear,  and  exhanged ;  also,  of  the 
pus  and  materials  of  war  captured,  besides  the 
nportant  countjy,  towns,  and  arsenals  of  the 
tamj  that  we  now  **  occupy  and  hold.^' 

AH  of  wbidi  is  respectfuUy  submitted. 

W.  T.  Shkrmak, 
lliV}or-Q«neral  Oommaadlng. 
Vajar^jeneral  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

CSiief  of  SUff,  Washington,  D.  a 


OVmiAL  OORRSPONBENGE. 

BBAoqiTAKBa  IfniTAHT  Dnrvmr, 
opm  MisBiasipn, 
b  m  Tmj>y  Axlahxa,  Ga.,  Sept.  0, 1864 

9aartk  J,  B,  Hood,  Commanding  Army  of  Ten- 

MSfoe,  Ooitfederate  Army : 

GtsiKAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
;fce  receint  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  at  the 
limiB  of  Messrs.  Ball  &  Grew,  consenting  to  the 
IvzangeiDents  I  had  proposed  to  facilitate  the 
ItBioral  S0U&  of  the  people  of  Atlanta,  who  pre- 
1  fcr  to  go  ID  that  direction.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
M^j  orders,  which  will,  I  am  satisfied,  aocom- 
l|Ui  mj  purpose  perfectly.  You  style  the 
I  feOKtre  proposed  "  unprecedented,''  and  appeal 
I  Is  tlie  dark  history  of  war  for  a  parallel,  as  an  act 
if  "studied  and  ingenious  cruelty."  It  is  not 
j«i|)«cedented,  for  Geneva!  Johnston  himself, 
i  Tay  wisdy  and  properly  removed  the  families 
I  d  the  way  from  Dalton  down,  and  I  see  no 
^••OQ  why  Atlanta  should  be  excepted. 
I  ^or  is  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  dark  his- 
I  tacT  of  war,  when  recent  and  modern  examples 
j  ■<  80  handy.  You,  yourself  burned  houses 
I  {^y®^  parapet,  and  I  have  seen  to-day,  fifty 
j  ■«««  that  you  have  rendered  uninhabitable, 
kficMso  they  have  stood  in  the  wj^  of  your 


forte  and  men.  You  defended  Atlanta  on  a  line 
so  close  to  town  that  every  cannon  shot  and 
many  muskel-balls  from  our  line  of  investment, 
that  overshot  their  mark,  went  into  the  hab- 
itations of  women  and  children.  Greneral  Har- 
dee did  the  same  at  Jonesb'oro\  and  General 
Johnston  did  the  same  last  summer  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  I  have  not  accused  you  of  heart- 
less cruelty,  but  merely  instance  these  cases  of 
very  recent  occurrence,  and  could  go  on  and 
enumerate  hundreds  of  others,  and  challenge  any 
fiekir  man  to  judge  which  of  us  has  the  heart  of 
pity  for  the  feunilies  of  a  brave  people. 

I  say  that  it  is  kindness  to  these  families  of 
Atlanta  to  remove  them  now,  at  once,  from  the 
scenes  that  women  and  chil(fren  should  not  be 
exposed  to,  and  the  "  brave  people''  should  scorn 
to  commit  their  wives  and  diildren  to  the  rude 
barbarians  who  thus,  as  you  say,  violate  the  laws 
of  war,  as  illuslxated  in  the  pages  of  ito  dark 
historv. 

In  the  name  of  common  sense  I  ask  you  not 
to  appeal  to  a  just  €k>d  in  such  a  sacrilegious 
manner.  You,  who  in  the  midst  of  peace  atid 
prospeiilrir,  have  plunged  a  nation  into  war,  dark 
and  cruel  war,  who  dared  and  badgered  us  to 
battle,  insulted  our  flag,  seized  our  arsenals  and 
forte  that  were  left  in  the  honorable  custody  of 
a  peaceful  ordnance  sergeant,  and  seized  and 
made  prisoners  of  war,  the  very  garrisons  sent 
to  protect  your  people  against  negroes  and  In- 
dians. 

Long  before  any  overt  act  wus  committed  by 
the,  to  you.  hateful  Lincoln  Government  you  tried 
to  force  Kentucky  and  Missouri  into  rebellion  in 
spite  of  themselves,  falsified  the  vote  of  Loui- 
siana, turned  loose  your  pirates  to  plunder  un- 
armed ships,  expelled  Union  fsonilies  by  thou- 
sands, burned  their  homes,  and  declarea  by  an 
act  of  your  Congress  the  confiscation  of  all  debte 
due  Northern  men  for  goods  had  and  received. 

Talk  thus  to  Marines,  but  not  to  me,- who  have 
seen  these  things,  and  who  will  this  day  make 
as  much  sacrifice  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  the 
South  as  the  best-bom  Southron  among  vou. 
If  we  must  be  enemies  let  us  be  men,  and  fight 
it  out  as  we  propose  to  do,  and  not  deal  in  such 
hypocritical  appeals  to  God  and  humanity. 
Ciod  will  judge  us  in  due  time,  and  he  wiU  pro- 
nounce whether  it  will  be  more  humane  to  fight 
with  a  town  full  of  women  and  the  families  of  a 
brave  people  at  our  backs,  or  to  remove  them  in 
time  to  places  of  safety  among  their  own  friends 
and  people. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Shbrmait, 

Hl^)or•Oeaer•L 

Eth.  B.  Wade,  A.  D.  C. 

HKADqcimM  Abkt  or  TamnsBB,  \ 
Septamber  12, 1864.    / 

Mcpor-Genercd  W,  T.  Sherman.Commander  MU- 
ikay  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
Genbral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 

the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  ninth  instanti 
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with  its  endosnre,  in  reference  to  the  women, 
children,  and  others,  whom  you  have  seen  proper 
to  expel  from  their  homes  in  the  city  of  Atlanta. 
Had  yon  seen  proper  to  let  the  matter  rest 
there,  I  would  gladly  have  allowed  your  letter 
to  close  this  correspondence,  and  without  your 
expressing  it  in  words,  would  have  been  willing 
to  believe  that  while  **  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,"  in  your  opinion,  compelled  you  to  an  act 
of  barbarous  cruelty,  you  regretted  the  neces- 
sity, and  we  would  have  dropped  the  subject 
But  you  have  chosen  to  indulge  in  statements 
which  I  feel  compelled  to  notice,  at  least  so  far 
as  to  signify  my  dissent,  and  not  allow  silence  in 
regard  to  them  to  be  construed  as  acquiescence. 
I  see  nothing  in  your  communication,  which  in- 
duces me  to  modify  the  language  of  condemna- 
tion with  which  I  characterized  your  order. 
It  but  strengthens  me  in  the  opinion  that  it 
stands  "*  pre-eminent  in  f^e  dark  history  of  war, 
for  studied  and  ingenious  cruelty."  Your  orig- 
inal order  was  stripped  of  all  pretence ;  you 
announced  the  edict  for  the  sole  reason  that  it 
was  "  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States." 
This  alone,  you  offered  to  us  and  the  civilized 
world  as  an  all-sufficient  reason  for  disregarding 
the  laws  of  God  and  man.  You  say  that  ^  Gen- 
eral Johnston  himself,  very  wisely  and  properly 
removed  the  families  all  the  way  from  E^ton 
down."  It  is  due  to  the  gallant  soldier  and  gentle- 
man to  say  that  no  act  of  his  distingui^ed  ca- 
reer gives  the  least  color  to  your  unfounded 
aspersion  upon  his  conduct  He  depopulated 
no  villages,  nor  towns,  nor  cities,  either  rriendly 
or  hostile.  He  offered  and  extended  friendly 
aid  to  his  unfortunate  fellow-citiz.  ns,  who  de- 
sired to  flee  from  your  fraternal  embrace.  You 
are  unfortunate  in  your  attempt  to  find  a  jus- 
tification for  this  act  of  cruelty,  either  in  the  de- 
fence of  Jonesboro'  by  General  Hardee,  or  of 
Atlanta  by  myself.  General  Hardee  defended 
his  position  in  front  of  Jonesboro'  at  the  expense 
of  injury  to  the  houses,  an  ordinary,  proper,  and 
justifiable  act  of  war.  I  defended  Atlanta  at  the 
same  risk  and  cost  If  there  was  any  fault  in 
either  case,  it  was  your  own,  in  not  giving 
notice,  especially  in  the  case  of  Atlanta,  of  your 
purpose  to  shell  the  town,  which  is  usual  in  war 
among  civilized  nations.  No  inhabitant  of 
either  town  was  expelled  from  his  home  and 
fireside  by  either  General  ^u*dee  or  myself, 
and  therefore  your  recent  order  can  find  no  sup- 
port from  the  conduct  of  either  of  us.  I  feel  no 
other  emotion  than  pain  in  reading  that  portion 
of  your  letter  which  attempts  to  justify  your 
shelling  of  Atlanta  without  notice,  under  the 
pretence  that  I  defended  Atlanta  upon  a  Une  so 
close  to  town  that  every  cannon-shot,  and  many 
musket-balls  from  your  line  of  investment,  that 
overshot  their  mark,  went  into  the  habitations 
of  women  and  children.  I  made  no  complaint 
of  your  firing  into  Atlanta  in  any  way  you 
thought  proper.  I  make  none  now,  but  there 
are  a  hundred  thousand  living  witnesses  that 
you  fired  into  the .  habitations  of  women  and 
children  for  weeks,  firing  far  above  and  miles 


beyond  my  lines  of  defence. ,  I  have  too  good 
an  opinion,  founded  both  upon  observatioD  lad 
experience,  of  the  skill  of  your  artillensts,  to 
credit  the  assertion,  that  they,  for  several 
weeks,  unintentionayy  fired  too  high  for  my 
modest  field-works,  and  slaughtered  wotneD  and 
children  by  accident  and  want  of  skilL 

The  residue  of  your  letter  is  rather  discarmve. 
It  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  discussion  of 
questions  which  I  do  not  feel  are  committed  to 
me.  I  am  only  a  General  of  one  of  the  armies 
of  the  Confederate  States,  charged  with  militarr 
operations  in  the  field,  und^  the  direction  of 
my  superior  officers,  and  I  am  not  called  npon 
to  discuss  with  you  the  cause  of  the  preseot 
war,  or  the  political  questions  which  led  to  or 
resulted  from  it  These  grave  and  importaot 
questions  have  been  committed  to  &r  abler 
hands  than  mine,  and  I  shall  only  r^er  to  tlwa 
so  fEir  as  to  repel  any  unjust  conclnsion  which 
might  be  drawn  from  my  silence.  You  charge 
my  country  with  **  daring  and  badgering  7011  to 
battle."  The  truth  is,  we  sent  commissionerB  to 
you,  respectfully  offering  a  peaceful  separadon, 
before  the  first  gun  was  nred  on  ei^er  ride. 
You  say  we  insulted  your  flag.  The  trath 
is  we  fired  upon  it  and  those  who  fought  under 
it  when  you  came  to  our  doors  upon  the  msBiim 
of  subjugation.  You  say  we  seized  upon  jonr 
forts  and  arsenals,  and  made  prisoners  of  the 
garrisons  sent  to  protect  us  against  negroes 
and  Indians.  The  truth  is,  we  expelled  hj 
force  of  arms  insolent  intruders,  and  took 
possession  of  our  own  forts  and  arsenals,  to  re- 
sist your  claim  to  dominion  over  masfcera, 
slaves  and  Indians,  all  of  whom  are  to  tfaii 
day,  with  unanimity  imexampled  in  Ihe  his- 
tory of  the  world,  warring  against  yonr  it- 
tempts  to  beoome  their  masters.  You  ear 
that  we  tried  to  force  Missouri  and  Kentadi7 
into  rebellion  in  spite  of  themselves.  The 
truth  is,  my  Government,  from  the  beginninff 
of  this  struggle  to  this  hour,  has  again  and 
again  offered,  before  the  whole  world,  to  leave 
it  to  the  unbiassed  will  of  those  States,  and  all 
others,  to  determine  for  themselves  whether 
they  will  cast  their  destiny  with  your  Govern- 
ment or  ours ;  and  your  Government  has  reristed 
this  fundamental  principle  of  fr^e  institutaons 
with  the  bayonet,  and  labors  daily  by  force  and 
fraud,  to  fasten  its  hateful  tynumy  upon  the 
unfortunate  freemen  of  these  States.  You  ear 
we  falsified  the  vote  of  Louisiana.  The  truth 
is,  Louisiana  not  only  separated  herself  from 
your  G^ovemment  by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote 
of  her  people,  but  has  vindicated  the  act  npon 
every  battle-field  from  Gettvsburg  to  the  Sa- 
bine, and  has  exhibited  an  heroic  devotion  to 
her  decision  which  challenges  the  admiratiVm 
and  respect  of  every  man  capable  of  feeling 
sympathy  for  the  oppressed,  or  admiration  for 
heroic  \ilor.  You  say  that  we  turned  loose 
pirates  to  plxmder  your  unarmed  ships.  The 
truth  is,  when  you  robbed  us  of  our  pait  of  ^ 
navy,  we  built  and  bought  a  faw  vessels,  hoiatei 
the  nag  of  opr  ooont^,  and  swept  tiie  setf  i& 
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of  jonr  navy,  around  the  whole  oircmn- 
fercDoe  ci  the  globe.  Tou  Bay  we  have  expelled 
doioD  &milie8  by  thooBands.  The  truth  is,  not 
a  liagle  fiunily  has  been  expelled  from  the  Con- 
fedoate  States,  that  I  am  aware  of,  but  on  the 
eoQtniy,  &e  moderation  of  our  Grovemment  to- 
ward traitors  has  been  a  firuitful  theme  of 
deDBDciation  by  its  enemies,  and  many  well- 
BMtiuDg  friends  of  our  cause.  Tou  say  my 
6or«niment,  by  acts  of  Congress,  has  confiuBcated 
>  "all  debts  due  Northern  men  for  goods  sold 
Btd  delivered."*  The  truth  is,  Congress  gave 
doe  ind  ample  time  to  your  merchants  and 
Men  to  depart  from  our  shores  with  their 
ihqW)  goods,  and  effects,  and  only  sequestered 
fte  prc^>erty  of  our  enemies  in  retaliation  for 
fteff  acts  declaring  us  traitors,  and  confiscating 
Mr  pioperty  wherever  their  power  extended, 
;  ether  in  their  country  or  our  own.  Such  are 
^Dv  aooQsations,  and  such  are  the  facts,  known 
tf  iB  men  to  be  true. 

Too  order  into  exile  the  whde  population  of 
•  dtjr,  drivs  men,  women  and  children  from 
4dr  houses  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  under 
hi  plea  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  your 
Goveniment,  and  on  the  claim  that  this  is  an 
•otof*  kind[nefls  to  these  famUies  of  Atlanta." 
Bitler  only  banished  from  New  Orleans  Uie 
ngistered  enemies  of  his  Government,  and  ao- 
falpvledged  that  he  did  it  as  a  punishment 
ToB  iasiie  a  sweeping  edict  covering  all  the 
iahabitaats  of  a  city,  and  add  insult  to  the  injury 
beaped  upon  the  defenceless,  by  assuming  that 
f&a  have  done  them  a  kindness.  This  you  fol- 
kw  bj  the  assertion  that  you  will  "  make  as 
•ach  SMrifice  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  the 
Booth  as  die  best-bom  Sopthron."  And  because 
I  dtttacterize  what  you  call  kindness  as  being 
nai  cruelly,  you  presume  to  sit  in  judgment 
betveen  me  and  my  God,  and  you  decide  that 
;  Bj  earnest  prayer  to  the  Almighty  Father  to 
I  sre  our  women  and  children  from  what  you 
\  Odi  kindness,  is  a  **  sacrilegious,  hypocritical 

Ton  come  into  our  country  with  your  army 
;  sfowedly  for  the  purpose  of  subjugating  free 
;  4ate  men,  women  and  children ;  and  not  only 
hted  to  rale  over  them,  but  you  make  negroes 
70V  aDies,  and  desire  tb  place  over  us  an  in- 
fciior  race,  which  we  have  raised  ff om  barber- 
in  to  its  present  position,  which  is  the  highest 
trtr  attained  by  that  race  in  any  country,  m  all 
ISK.  I  must,  tiierefore,  decline  to  accept  your 
Mrtements  in  reference  to  your  kindness  toward 
Ihe  people  of  Atlanta,  and  your  willingness  to 
iMTifice  everythine  for  the  peace  and  honor  of 
4e  3ou^  and  rerise  to  be  governed  by  your 
iMuioD  in  regard  to  matters  between  myself, 
■f  oountiy,  and  my  God. 

You  say  •*l©t  us  fight  it  out  like  men."  To 
tbi  mj  reply  is,  for  myself,  and,  I  believe,  for 
ii  tme  men,  aye  and  women  and  children,  in 
■9  eoontiy,  we  will  fight  you  to  death.  Better 
m  a  thousand  deaths  than  to  submit  to  live 
■ider  you  or  your  Government  and  your  n^ro 


Having  answered  the  points  forced  upon  me 
by  your  letter  of  the  ninth  September,  I  close 
this  correspondence  with  you,  and  notwith- 
standing your  comments  upon  my  appeal  to 
Grod  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  I  again  humbly 
and  reverently  invoke  his  Almigh^  aid  in  de- 
fence of  justice  and  right 
Bespectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hood, 

OeneraL 
F.  H.  WlOFALL, 
Aide-de-Gamp. 

THE  CmnS^*  PETITION. 

▲tura,  QaoBOu,  8«pt8inb«r  U 

Myar-Oeneral  W,  T.  Sherman: 

Snt :  The  undersigned,  mayor  and  two  mem- 
bers of  council  for  the  city  of  Atlanta,  for  the 
time  being  the  only  legal  organ  of  the  people  of 
the  said  city,  to  express  their  wants  and  wishes, 
ask  leave  most  eamestiy,  but  respectfully,  to  pe- 
tition you  to  reconsider  the  order  requiring  them 
to  leave  Atlanta.  At  first  view  it  struck  us  that 
the  measure  would  involve  extraordinary  hard- 
ship and  loss,  but  since  we  have  seen  the  prac- 
tical execution  of  it,  so  far  as  it  has  progressed, 
and  the  individual  condition  of  many  of  the 
people,  and  heard  their  statements  as  to  the  in- 
conveniences, loss,  and  sufferii^  attending  it,  we 
are  satisfied  tiiat  the  ainount  of  it  will  involve, 
in  the  aggregate,  consequences  appalling  and 
heartrenaing.  Many  poor  women  are  in  an 
advanced  state  of  pregnancv,  others  now  having 
voung  children,  ana  wnose  nusbands  are  either 
m  the  army,  prisoners  or  dead.  Some  say :  I 
have  such  a  one  sick  at  home ;  who  will  wait  on 
them  when  I  am  gone  T  Others  say :  What  are 
we  to  do  7  we  have  no  homes  to  go  to,  and  no 
means  to  buy,  bmld,  or  to  rent  any — ^no  parents, 
friends  or  relatives  to  go  to.  Another  says  :  I 
will  try  and  take  this  or  that  article  of  property, 
but  such  and  such  things  I  must  leave  behind, 
&oi^h  I  need  them  much.  We  reply  to  them,  Gren- 
eral  Sherman  will  carry  your  property  to  Rongh- 
and-Ready,and  (General  Hood  wiD  take  it  thence 
on.  And  they  will  reply  to  that :  But  I  want  to 
leave  the  railroad  at  such  a  point,  and  cannot  eet 
conveyance  from  there  on.  We  only  refer  to  a  few 
facts  to  try  to  illustrate  in  part  how  this  measure 
will  operate  in  practice.  As  you  advanced,  the 
people  north  of  us  fell  back,  and  before  your 
arrival  here  a  large  portion  of  the  people  had 
retired  south,  so  that  the  country  south  of  this 
is  already  crowded,  and  without  houses  to  ac- 
ccmimodate  the  people;  and  we  are  informed 
that  many  are  now  staying  in  churches  and  other 
out-buildings.  This  being  so,  how  is  it  possible 
for  the  people  still  here  (roostlv  women  and 
children)  to  find  any  shelter  7  and  how  can  they 
live  through  the  winter  in  the  woods — ^no  shel- 
1  ter  or  subsistence— in  the  midst  of  strangers  who 
Imow  them  not,  and  without  the  power  to  assist 
them,  if  they  were  willing  to  do  so  7  This  is  but 
a  feeble  pictnre  of  the  consequences  of  this 
measure.    You  know  the  woe,  the  horror,  and 
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the  snffering,  cannot  be  described  by  words. 
Imagination  can  only  conceive  of  it,  and  we  ask 
yon  to  take  these  things  into  consideration.  We 
know  your  mind  and  time  are  constantly  occu- 
pied with  the  duties  of  your  command,  which 
almost  deters  us  from  asking  your  attention  to 
this  matter ;  but  though  it  might  be  that  yo« 
had  not  considered  the  subject  in  all  its  aw^ 
consequences,  and  that  on  more  reflection  you, 
we  hope,  woiild  not  make  that  people  an  excep- 
tion to  all  mankind,  for  we  know  of  no  such 
instance  ever  having  occurred;  surely  none 
such  in  the  United  States ;  and  what  has  this 
helpless  people  done,  that  they  are  at  once  to  be 
driven  from  their  homes,  to  wander  as  strangers, 
outcasts  and  exiles,  and  to  subsist  on  chanty? 
We  do  not  know,  as  yet,  the  number  of  people 
still  here.  Of  those  who  are  here,  we  are  satis- 
fied a  respectable  number,  if  allowed  to  remain 
at  home,  could  subsist  for  several  months  with- 
out assistance,  and  a  respectable  number  for  a 
much  longer  period,  and  who  might  not  need 
assistance  at  any  time.  In  conclusion,  we  most 
earnestly  and  solemnly  petition  yon  to  recon- 
sider that  order,  or  modify  it,  and  suffer  this 
unfortunate  people  to  remain  at  home  and  enjoy 
what  little  means  they  have. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  M.  Galhouit, 

UBJOt. 

£.  K  Rawbon, 
L.  C.  Wells. 

OoonoOiiMia. 

GEStJSXLAL  SBEBMAS*8  BKPLT. 

BiAoquAians  Dinsioir  or  na  &b9BDBiFR«'l 

Iv  na  FiBUH  Atlarta,  Qa.,        > 

September  13, 18«i  j 

James  M.  Calhoun,  Mayor,  E.  E.  Rawson,  and 

L,  G,  Wells,  representing  the  City  Council  of 

Atkmia: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  your  letter  of  the 
eleventh,  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  to  revoke 
my  orders  removing  aU  the  inhabitants  from 
Atlanta.  I  have  reaa  it  carefully,  and  give  full 
credit  to  your  statements  of  the  distress  that 
will  be  occasioned  by  it,  and  yet  shaU  not  r^ 
voke  my  order,  simply  because  my  orders  are 
not  designed  to  meet  the  humanities  of  the 
case,  but  to  prepare  for  the  future  struggles  in 
which  millions,  yea  hundreds  of  nullions,  of 
good  people  outside  of  Atlanta  have  a  deep  in- 
terest W^  must  have  Peace,  not  onljr  in 
Atlanta,  btUinaU  America.  To  secure  this  we 
must  stop  the  war  that  now  desolates  our  once 
happy  and  favored  country.  To  stop  war,  we 
must  defeat  the  rebel  armies  that  are  arrayed 
against  the  laws  and  Constitution,  which  all 
must  respect  and  obey.  To  defeat  these  armies 
we  must  prepare  the  way  to  reach  them  in  their 
recesses,  provided  with  the  arms  and  instru- 
ments which  enable  us  to  accomplish  our  pur- 
pose. 

Now,  I  know  the  vindictive  nature  of  our 
enemy,  and  that  we  may  have  years  of  military 
operations   from  this   que^r,  and,  therefore, 


deem  it  wise  and  prudent  to  prepare  in  time. 
The  use  of  Atlanta  for  warlike  purposes  is  not 
consistent  with  its  character  as  a  home  for 
families.  There  will  be  no  manu&ctures,  com- 
merce or  agriculture  here  for  &ie  mainteoaocs 
of  families,  and  sooner  or  later  want  win  com- 
pel the  inhabitants  to  go.  Why  not  go  now^ 
when  all  the  arrangements  are  completed  for 
the  transfer,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  plunging 
shot  of  contending  armies  will  renew  the  scenee 
of  the  past  month  7  Of  course,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  such  thing  at  this  moment,  bat  jou 
do  not  suppose  this  army  will  be  here  till  tbe 
war  is  over.  I  cannot  discuss  this  subject  with 
you  fairly,  because  I  cannot  impart  to  you  what 
I  propose  to  do,  but  I  assert  that  my  mSibiry 
plans  make  it  necessary  fbr  fheinhdntantslo  go 
away,  and  I  can  only  renew  my  offer  of  Senrioee 
to  make  their  exodus  in  any  direction  as  euj 
and  comfortable  as  possible.  You  cumot 
qualify  war  in  harsher  terms  than  I  wiH 

War  is  cruelty, and  you  cannot  refine  it;  and 
those  who  brought  war  on  our  countiy  deserre 
all  the  curses  and  maledictions  a  peeople  can 
pour  out  I  know  I  had  no  hand  in  making  this 
war,  and  I  know  I  will  make  more  sacrifices  to- 
day than  any  of  you  to  secure  peace.  But  yon 
cannot  have  peace  and  a  cUtfision  cfourcowitry. 
If  the  United  States  submits  to  a  division  now, 
it  will  not  stop,  but  will  go  on  UU  we  rem  ^ 
fate  of  Mexico,  which  is  eternal  war.  The  United 
States  does  and  must  assert  its  aa&onty  wher- 
ever it  has  power ;  if  it  relaxes  one  bit  to  pr^ 
serve  it,  it  isaone,  and  I  know  that  such  is  not 
the  national  feeling.  This  feeling  assumes  va- 
rious shapes,  but  cdways  comes  back  to  that  of 
Union,  Once  admit  the  Union,  once  more  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  &e  National  Govern- 
ment, and  instead  of  devoting  your  houses,  and 
streets,  and  roads  to  the  dr^  uses  of  war,  I 
and  this  anpyatonce  become  vour  nrotectora 
and  supporters,  shielding  you  D*om  danger,  let 
it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may.  I  know  that 
a  few  individuals  cannot  resist  a  torrent  of 
error  and  passion  such  as  has  swept  the  Sooth 
into  rebelhon ;  but  you  can  point  out,  so  that 
we  may  know,  those  whp  desire  a  governmeot, 
and  those  who  insist  on  war  and  its  desoktioD. 
You  might  ^as  well  appeal  against  the  Anndcr- 
storm  as  against  these  terrible  hardships  of 
war.  They  are  inevitable,  and  the  onljwaj 
the  people  of  Atlanta  can  hope  once  more  w 
live  in  peace  and  quiet  at  home  is  to  stop  ^is 
war,  which  can  alone  be  done  by  admittiDg  tiiat 
it  beean  in  error  and  is  perpetuated  in  pride. 
We  don't  want  your  negroes,  or  your  horaes,  or 
your  houses,  or  your  land,  or  anything  you 
have ;  but  we  do  want,  and  will  have,  ai««^^ 
dieneeto(helaw8of  the  United  States,  Thstwe 
will  have,  and  if  it  involves  the  destruction  of 
your  improvements  we  cannot  help  it.  You 
nave  heretofore  read  public  sentiment  in  yonr 
newspapers,  that  live  by  falsehood  and  excite- 
ment, and  the  Quicker  you  seek  for  troth  io 
other  quarters,  tne  better  for  you. 

I  repeat,  then,  that  by  the  originai  ambod 
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^  mernmmd^  the  United  States  had  certain 
fi^its  in  Qeorgui,  which  have  never  been  re- 
ImqmMhed,  and  never  teiU  be;  that  the  SonUi 
b«^  war  by  seizing  forts,  arsenals,  mints, 
custom-houses,  etc.,  £71^  b^ore  Lincoln  was 
iaslaUed,  and  before  the  SatOh  had  one  jot  or 
tiiUe  of  provocation.  I,  myself,  have  seen  in 
Uissoori,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi, 
Imndreds  and  thousands  of  women  and  children 
fleeing  from  yonr  armies  and  desperadoes, 
huigiT.  and  with  bleeding  feet  In  Memphis, 
Ti<&bmrg,  and  Mississippi,  we  fed  thonsands 
upon  thonsands  of  the  fanulies  of  rebel  soldiers 
nft  on  our  hands,  and  whom  we  could  not  see 
stirre.  Now,  that  war  comes  home  to  you,  you 
feel  Tery  different — you  deprecate  its  horrors, 
bat  did  not  feel  them  when  you  sent  car- 
loads of  soldiers  and  ammunition,  and  moulded 
ihells  and  shot  to  carry  war  into  Kentucky 
iod  T^messee,  and  desolate  the  homes  of  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  good-people,  who  only 
takito  live  in  peace  at  their  old  homes,  and 
voder  the  government  of  their  inheritance. 
Bat  these  comparisons  are  idle.  1  want  peace, 
sod  believe  it  can  only  be  reached  tiirough 
toioD  and  war,  and  I  will  ever  conduct  war 
purely  with  a  view  to  perfect  an  early  suc- 
tem. 

JBut»  my  dear  sirs,  when  that  peace  does 
eome,  you  may  call  on  me  for  anything.  Then 
will  I  shsiie  with  you  the  last  cradlcer,  and 
vatch  with  you  to  shield  your  homes  and 
Cuailies  against  danger  from  any  quarter. 
Now,  vou  must  go,  and  take  with  you  the 
old  and  feeble;  feed  and  nurse  them,  and  build 
for  ^i«n  in  more  quiet  places  proper  habitar 
tioDs  to  shield  them  against  the  weather,  until 
the  mad  passions  of  men  cool  down  and  aUaw 
lie  Union  and  peace  once  more  to  settle  on  your 
dihomes  at  Atlanta- 

Tours  in  haste, 

W.  T.  Shbsmak, 

Il^r-G«iiend. 


6ENEBAL  LOGAITS  BEPOBTS. 


nuBqr^ 


B  BvAxnmn  asd  Amkt  of  mTiMWBB,  \ 
BkPon  ATLAiTEA,  Oa.,  Joly  24.     j 

Gubeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
foDowing  Btunmaiy  of  the  result  of  the  baUle  of 
tbe  twenty-second  ult : 

Total  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
t^iree  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one, 
ind  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  We  have  buried 
nd  ddivered  to  the  enemy  under  a  flag  of 
trace  sent  in  by  them,  in  front  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  one  thousand  of  their  kiUled ; 
the  number  of  their  dead  in  front  of  the 
Foorth  division  of  the  same  corps,  including 
tboee  on  ground  not  now  occupied  by  our 
IrooDs,  G^ral  Blair  reports  will  swell  the 
bbmlW  of  their  dead  on  his  front  to  two  thou- 
Mi»L  The  number  of  dead  buried  in  front  of 
tbe  Fifteenth  corps,  up  to  this  hour,  is  three 
hnadred  and  sixty ;  ana  the  commanding  oflBcer 
reports  at  least  as  many  more  are  unburied. 
Thd  Dumber  of  dead  buried  in  front  of  the  Six- 


teenth corps  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
We  have  over  one  tliousand  of  their  wounded 
in  our  hands — a  larger  number  of  wounded 
having  been  carried  o£f  during  the  night,  after 
the  engagement,  by  them.  We  captured  eighteen 
stands  of  colors,  apd  have  them  now  ;  also  cap- 
tured five  thousand  stand  arms.  The  attack 
was  made  on  our  line  seven  times,  and  was 
seven  times  repulsed.  Hood's,  Hardee's  corps 
and  Wheeler's  cavalry  engaged  us.  We  have 
sent  to  the  rear  one  thousand  prisoners,  includ- 
ing thirty-three  commissioned  officers  of  high 
rank.  We  still  occupy  tibe  field,  and  the  troops 
are  in  fine  spirits. 

Our  total  loss  is  3,521;  the  enemas  dead, 
thus  far  reported,  buried  or  delivered  to  them, 
3,220;  to^  prisoners  sent  north,  1,017;  total 
prisoners  wounded  in  our  hands,  1,000;  esti- 
mated loss  of  enemy,  at  least  10,000. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Logak, 

lfiy)or-<3«&enL 
To  Major-General  W.  T.  Shermax, 

Oomnuuiding  MlUianr  DivlBlon  of  HlMUnlppL 

HBAOQuismn  Fnnnrni  Axmt  Oovb,  \ 
BaoBM  AiLAiRA,  July  20, 186i.     / 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
pursuance  of  orders,  I  moved  my  command  in 

Sosition  on  the  right  of  the  Seventeenth  Array 
orps,  which  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  army 
in  the  field,  on  the  night  and  morning  of  the 
twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  instant,  and 
during  my  advance  in  line  of  battle  to  a  more 
desirable  position  we  were  met  by  the  rebel 
in&ntry  from  Hardee's  and  Lee's  corps,  who 
made  a  desperate  &nd  determined  attack  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  on  <he  twenty- 
eiffhth.  * 

My  lines  were  only  protected  by  Iocs  and 
rails,  hastily  thrown  in  front  of  them.  The  first 
onset  was  received  and  checked,  and  the  battle 
commenced,  and  lasted  until  about  three  o'clock 
id  the  afternoon.  During  that  time  six  succes- 
sive charges  were  made,  which  were  six  times 
galLetntly  repulsed,  each  time  with  fearful  loss  to 
3ie  enemy. 

Later  in  the  evening  my  lines  were  several 
times  assaulted  vigorously,  but  each  time  with 
like  result  The  most  of  the  fighting  occurred 
on  Generals  Harrow's  and  Smith's  fronts,  which 
formed  the  centre  and  right  of  the  command. 
The  troops  could  not  have  displayed  more  cour- 
age nor  greater  determination  not  to  yield.  Had 
they  shown  less  they  would  have  been  driven 
from  their  position.  Brigadier-Grenerals  Wood's, 
Harrow's,  and  Smith's  division  commands  are 
entitled  to  equal  credit  for  eallant  conduct  and 
skill  in  repelling  the  assamts.  My  thanks  are 
due  to  Major-Generals  Blair  and  Dodge  for 
sending  me  reinforcements  at  a  time  when  they 
were  much  needed. 

My  losses  are  fif^  killed,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  wounded,  and  fifty-three  missing ; 
aggregate,  five  hundred  and  seventy-two. 
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The  division  of  General  Harrow  captured  five 
battle-flags.  There  were  about  fifteen  hundred 
or  two  thousand  muskets  captured.  One  him- 
dred  and  six  prisoners  were  captured,  exclusive 
of  seventy-three  wounded,  who  have  been  re- 
moved to  hospitals,  and  are  being  taken  care  of 
by  our  surgeons.  Five  hundred  and  sixty-five 
rebels,  np  to  this  time,  have  .been  buried,  and 
about  two  hundred  are  supposed  to  be  yet  un- 
biuied.  Large  numbers  were  undoubtedly 
carried  away  during  the  night,  as  the  enemy 
did  not  withdraw  until  nearly  daylight  The 
enemy's  loss  could  not  have  been,  in  my  judg- 
ment, less  than  six  or  seven  thousand. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Looax, 

ll^)or-OeneraI,  oomnuuidlng  Fifteeath  Army  Qvpt.  * 

laeutenant-Golonel  W.  T.  (^are, 

Aasistant  A^JaUnt-OenermL 

The  endorsement  upon  the  above  report  is  as 
follows : 

BSADQUAKnBB  DlPABTMIirT  OV  TTB  ABMT  OP  TBI  \ 

,BB0uAiLAjrTA,6A.,Jaly  80, 1864.     / 


In  forwarding  the  within  report  I  wish  t6 
express  my  high  gratification  with  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  engaged.  I  never  saw  better  con- 
duct in  battle.  The  Qeneral  commanding  ^e 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  though  111  and  much 
worn,  was  indefatigable,  and  the  success  of  the 
day  is  as  much  attributable  to  him  as  to  any 
one  man.  His  officers,  and  in  fact  all  the  officers 
of  this  army  that  commanded  my  observation, 
oo-operated  promptly  and  heartily  with  him. 
0.  0.  Howard, 

lC%)or-0«DeraL 

GENERAL  THOMAS*  ORDER. 

Abmt  HluiMinAiinRS,  \ 
July  M,  1864.     / 

The  Major-Genend  cominanding  the  army  con- 
gratuktee  the  troops  upon  the  brilliant  success 
attending  the  Union  arms  in  the  late  battles.  In 
the  battle  of  the  twentieth  instant,  in  which  the 
Twentieth  corps,  one  division  of  the  Fourth 
coips,  and  part  of  the  Fourteenth  corps  were 
engaged,  the  total  Union  loss  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  was  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-three.  In  front  of  the  Twentieth 
corps  there  were  put  out  of  the  fight  six  i^ou- 
sand  rebels ;  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  of  the 
enemy  were  buried  by  our  own  troops,  and  the 
rebels  were  permitted  to  bury  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  Second  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
repulsed  seven  different  assaults  of  the  enemy, 
with  light  loss  to  themselves,  and  which  must 
have  swelled  the  number  of  dead  buried  by  the 
rebels  to  beyond  three  hundred.  We  also  cap- 
tured seven  stands  of  colors.  No  official  report 
has  been  received  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle 
by  the  Fourteenth  corps.  In  the  battle  of  ihe 
twenty-second  instant  the  total  Union  loss  in 
kiUed,  wounded  and  missing  was  three  thousand 
five  hundred,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.    The 


rebel  loss  in  prisoners  captured  was  three  thou* 
sand  two  hundred.    The  known  dead  of  the 
enemy  in  front  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
corps  and  one  division  of  the  Seventeenth  corps 
was  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forfy-two. 
The  other  divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  corps  re> 
pulsed  six  assaults  of  the  enemy  before  they  fdl 
back,  and  which  will  swell  &e  rebel  loss  ia 
killed  to  at  least  three  thousand.    The  latest  r«p 
ports  state  that  we  buried  over  three  thousaad : 
two  hundred  rebels  killed  in  this  fight    ThsBij 
were  captured  from  the  enemy  in  this  bat4ft< 
eighteen  stands  of   colors  and  five  thousiii 
stands  of  arms. 

By  command  of 

Major-General  Tmncia. 
W.  D.  WHippiJi,  -: 

Aasistant  AcUatant-Geaend. 


GENERAL  HOWARD'S  QRDBB. 


Bkadqua] 


i  DBPARnorr  AHD  Ajdct 
,Ei«rPoiirT,  Oa. 


-       r  ■ 


Oenercd  Fidd  Orders  No.  10. 

It  is  with  pride,  gratification  and  a  sense  <( 
Divine  favor  that  I  congratulate  this  noble  annv' 
upon  the  successful  termination  of  the  ttm 

Your  officers  claim  for  you  a  wonderful  recall' 
— ^for  example,  a  march  of  four  hundred  mte; 
thirteen  distinct  engagements,  four  thousant 
prisoners,  and  twenty  stands  of  colors  capf 
and  three  thousand  of  the  enemy's  dead  bi 
in  your  front  ^^ 

Your  movements  upon  the  enemy's  flank  IcV^ 
been  bold  and  successful;  first  uj^on  ResMV 
second  upon  Dallas,  third  upon  Kenesaw,  fbwH 
upon  Nickaiack,  fifth,  via  Roswell,  upon  mk 
Augusta  railroad,  sixUi  upon  Ezra  Ghuz«li,i| 
the  south-west  of  Atlanteb,and  sevendi  UfMA 
Jonesboro'  and  the  Macon  railroad,  kmxii 
was  evacuated  while  you  were  fighting  at  Joaif 
boro*. 

The  country  may  never  know  with  '^lu^  M 
tience,  labor  and  exposure,  you  have  tuggw 
away  at  every  natural  and  artificial  obfltaclevflk 
an  enterprising  and  confident  en^my  oould  i 
pose.  The  terrific  battles  you  have  fought 
never  be  realized  or  credited,  stiU  a  glad 
is  already  greeting  you  from  tiie  Government 
people,  in  view  of  the  results  you  have  bd, 
to  gain,  and  I  believe  a  sense  of  the  magnitaAl 
of  the  acliieveraents  of  the  last  hundred  dM 
will  not  abate,  but  increase  with  time  and  Jq|^ 
torv. 

6ur  rejoicing  is  tempered,  as  it  always  n^- 
be,  by  the  soldier's  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  U| 


companions-in-arms.  On  every  hillside,  in  _ 
valley,  throughout  yoiur  long  and  cirodftM 
route,  from  Ddton  to  Jonesboro',  you  fam^raMk 
ried  tbem. 

Your  trusted  and  beloved  commander  ^Jft 
your  midst ;  his  name,  the  name  of  McPhctilC 
carries  with  it  a  peculiar  feeling  of  sorrWRr'*¥ 
trust  the  impress  of  his  character  is  iqkmi  jte 


OPINIONS    OF   THE   PEESS. 


Its  Accui-acy. 

[  .'\z'2  l!.o  trial  iu  tliO  Unite'l  Siat^v-*  Circuit  Conrt,  ! 
'^iilnitted  7«'«teniay  in  the  conviction  of  W  il- 1 
Math  for  plnu'T,  as  one  of  the  cvcw  of  tl»e  ./r/iTj 
.  1  pv3t  doai  of  tl*K*u!neiit;iry  cvidonoe  to  sliow 
'M  ot  f-ecxa^JOQ  wa^  off«'re«.l  in  evidence  by  the 
■I  fur  liefencc — avowcdlv    taken    from    Fmnk 


J  and  whenever  it  is  pi-;jotical)le,  oftlcial  copies  arc  secur- 
ed. In  this  way  u  viiv-^t  ma^  of  niatoiiu]  is  beine  col- 
lected, whicli  in  aftcr-titne?  will  illustrate  the  rebellion, 
it^  causes,  incitlents  and  progrops,  with  a  fulue<3  and 
neeuiucy  whivh  no  similur  eia  of  natural  hiatorv  can 
rival;'— /Vi*7.  Buihtui. 


**  A  pood  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  TieheV'^on 
■  K*hi':l\yn  Record,  and  received  by  Judges  Grier  !  Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  bem  introduced  into  the 
.^tiEjder  who  presided.     This  is  a  rcniarkfible  !  courts  and  cited  a;«  authority.     This  was  done  in  Phil- 


:eol  to  tlw*  work  in  question,  l>ut  not  hitrhcr  than 
>  i.^.'{a  the  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  varied  in- 

'  n  resfHrciin^  the  origiii  and  progress  of  the 
.j<.     It  M  //V  jirgt    t'nne  in  hf/al  and  idernry 

ikit  a  fool'  itoi  */rt  t'omj}lfted  hns  fnenso  stamj>- 
*  ■luiht'dtc'^ty^  as  to  f**:  admiHol  <w  cindence  in  a 

r  lie-^  tfitd  o;i  a  trial  for  a  dij^dal  ojftnce." — 


adt-lphia  a  bliort  time  since,  m  it  has  also  bei  n  iu  iLia 
city." — ^V.   }'.  Cvuii/ufiial  Adi'tvi'tser. 


'  great  e^-^ayist.  Tarlyie, 
» «.'    Hie   K':Mhon  Jii 


calls  history  ' 
ord,  then,  U 


distilled 


*'  The  courts,  the  d' partnient.«i,  and  tlie  pres«  con- 
tinually ^piotc  the  RebrJdnv  lircord  ;  historical  .^fidenta 
approi)riate  it  for  j)eruianent  use;  while  evciy  citizen, 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  usfful  as  a  dic- 
tionary, gazetteer  or  bluc-buuk." — JJusion  7'r-j/(fitrij)t. 

**  It  is  an  ea-^y  n)attor  to  attain,  without  really  de- 
ft m    1  •!  :  ^'"^'^"n  it)  *  f'»i''  rcjMilation  for  truthfulness  and  general 
.     -      .,  .     ^    ,,      .  ,    ^t    .      .    ,   „,;,,'     ,,    accuracv;  but     the    rei^utatiun    which    the    RtbcWon 

\it  li  iiA\KC*;is  the  j<>urn!db  of  the  dav,  with  alL  r,        .-,'  •     i  •         ^     .«  *i  •  c  ■  i    » 

,      ,*.   ,    ,       ,  ^'       V    ,•    \  Jucord  hasac'iUMcd  is  not  o    this  snpern<tal  c  harae- 

-in^aia,   a  wortl  wbieh    lasbecorne  aiM'tnphatic    ,         ..  ,       ,      '       i  •     *    i  . "  »i  i     i    r  ^i       i 

^      ^1  .    -       ...  .    .  K  I  ter;  It  h;is  been  .subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  t!)e  closest 

'criticisra  ai.d  ct'inparison  with  oflUial  a!:d  other 
I  authorities,  and  in  every  case  has  come  out  triumph- 
j  ant.  It  ha.s  bceu  our  own  duty,  during  a  few  mofitha 
j  past,  to  collate  eveiy  important  fact  given  in  its  pages 
;  witii  other  collections  of  material  of  ample  extent,  and 
I  mainly  ollicial  in  character,  and  we  have  yet  to  find 
the  liiftC  impmlaut  error." — X,  Y.  Examiner. 


^*jr  fif><hootl,)  their  rumors,  and  tlieir  re 
'i  tht^  crucible  of  lime,  and  whatever  endures 
:r  u-^t,  it  claiii^ities  and  puts  into  convenient 
'  '•  r.nienratiou  and  reference.'* 


"  urlhc  most  valaable  periodical  coniiecfed  with 
i  li  the  RftdHon  Rt^cjrd.  It  \s  destinevl  to  b<i- 
h  sttLdard  authority  of  the  war.  To  any  one 
"*  of  preserving  a  itcord  of  the  conflict  -^  '\i 
3-es^  It  is  invalo-ible.^' — Jndiana/njl'S  JonrudK 


't  RdAlian  Record^  giving,  03  it  does,  every  pro- 
•  n,  mes*ige  or  paper  that  is  of  i^al  import- 
-.iiiorrttting  c/iucisely,  yet  clearly,  all  that  either 


Its  Impartisdity. 


"  Every  document  beating  upon  the  great  crisis, 
whether  emanating  trotn  the  Xorth  or  Sotuh,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Kvery  injportant  event,  froni  the 
:-- locomplished,  Ixicomes  an  iuNaluable  work  to  ^  tirst  unluilirjg  of  the  rebel  flag  at  Charleston,  is  rc- 
I*are  to  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  exact  status  ,  corded,  with  the  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
i.'.%  in  our  c/juutry." — RorUmouth  (A',  li.)  \  ed  from  the  press.  Most  of  the  poetry  which  the 
't.  I  conflict  has  iu?[ured  ii  published." — Albany  Ei'eninif 

JourinjJ. 


^  '■  T»i!l  be  tlie  gi^at  treasury  from  which  the 
'i:?to;ian  will  draw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
i-ili  ec«mc  to  write  a  hlNt*>ry  of  the  great  rebel- 
—ChrjUian  InjUrttrior^  PhUaddjihia, 


*' Its  content<  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  Tion»  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
count?, BO  as  fairly  to  exhiUit  all  views  of  the  quG*- 


,,  r         •  1     *  1  ^         J  '  tion.'' — PhiladilpJua  Rrcss. 

tiK^se  who  Wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and  |  ^ 


:  history  of  the  great  struggle,  from  the  effects 
iOor  country  is  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 

'  rence,  this  work  will  commend  itself.  We 
I  t  a  the  most  raluable  work  that  vijjita  our 

^H^tntmiHhurier^  Ohio. 

":  :•  work  ts  considered  the  sfafidard  authority  of 
■r,  and  a  complete  reference-hook  in  relation  to 
''ry  of  the  rebilHtyny — Sleulenville  (0.)  Daily 

~«.'  KRit^ta  of  this  work,  sifted  from  a  rariety  of 
"*,  MQfitittit*  tJie  very  best  menwires  pour  servir 
'"V^,  out  of  which  the  future  Bancrofts,  Macau- 
li'iPrescotts  will  draw  their  best  matenab." — 
'{Wig.)  Weekly  JournaL 

T'^e  detail*  of  the  Record  are  not  hastily  gathered 

' «  CfevapapcTS  of  the  day,  but  are  chosen  out 

'  'cii^jention  af^  their  Ta!u«  has  become  known, 


*' It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narrations 
and  expressions  of  oj»inion,  biken  chiefly  from  the  daily 
newspapers  of  all  parts  of  the  Union."— U^.s/i/v/y^j/i 
Globe. 

*'  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  hag  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
side,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  cases 
giving  his  authority." — Providence  Press. 

"  It  is  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  permanent 
interest.  Communicating  statements  from  both  sides 
on  all  the  questions  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time,  while  to  the 
future  historian  it  will  prove  invaluable." — Gelfysbnryh 
{Pa.)  Evany.  Review. 

"  It  is  as  remarkable  for  the  industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  iti  perfect  impai'tiality." — Loui^ 
vllle  Journal. 


STANDARD  WAR  HISTORl 


PUBLISHED  BY 


D.   VAN    NOSTRAND, 

192    BROAD^N^A-Y,    HSTEAV    YORI 


-^  ♦♦-♦••♦'•- 


THREE  YEARS  IN  THE  SIXTH  CORPS. 

A  concise  narrative  of  events  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  1861  to  the  i 
the  Rebellion,  April,  1865.  By  George  T.  Stevens,  Surgeon  of  tlie  S 
seventh  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

*'  It  giTes  T18  plcftsnre  to  recommend  this  as  a  work  upon  which  the  pnWic  may  depend  i 
perfectly  reliable  and  accnrate." — Sclteneciady  Union.  • 

1  Vol.  12mOj  u'ifh  Maps  and  Illudraiion»,  cloth,  %Z  00. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  MOBILE ; 

Including  the  cooperative  operations  of  Oen.  WilsonV  cavalry  in   Alabs^ma 
Brevet  Major-General  C.  C.  Andrews.    *  *  "'*  * 

•*  We  offer  Major-General  Andrews  our  sincere  conipliments  for  his  candor,  sincerity, 
tiality.*' — Mobile  Daily  Times.  •"* 

•*  Unquestionably  the  finest  specimen  of  military  history  since  Napier's,  and  contains 
military'  maps  ever  published  in  this  country."  •     *     •    • 

1  Vol.  Svo,  v'ith  Maps  and  Illusfration.^j  doth,  $3  50. 


THE  BATTLE   OF   CI  I ANCELLORSVILLE 

Embracing  the  ofjerjrtions  of  tlic  .\rmy  of  Northern  Virginia,  from  the  first  B«| 
Frcdoricksbuig  to  the  death  of  Lieutenant-General  '' StonetcalV  Jacksoij 
Jed.  HoTCRKiss  and  William  Ai.i.an,  menilers  of  General  Jackson's  ^tj^. 

**  We  commend  the  work  to  the  public  as  one  of  invaluable  interest,  especially  t^  those  i 
side  of  the  Potomac  who  patticipattd  in  the  ChancvUorsTille  campaign.'^— i?ocib*n(/^77i,  Va  , 

Illuiitraled  hy  Jive  accurately  engraved  viaps  and  a  portrait  of  "  Stonewall  Ja^ifl 

1    Vol,  8  CO,  cloth,  $5  00. 

*^*  The  above  works  sent  free  by  mail  on  receipt  of  price. 

9^  Liberal  encouragement  given  to  canvassers  on  the  above  works. 
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"Without  question,  the  most  valuible  coisiempor^/  History  ever  prepared,  it  Fmk  MoOfcS 
Rebellion  Record.** — Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  embodiment  of  all  that  it  valuabie,  arY  the  only  HISTORY    OF    THE  WAR 

that  can  be  relied  on." 
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REBELLION  RECORD, 

A   Diary  of  American  Events. 

EDITED      BY 

FRANK     MOORE. 

Publishing    in    parts,    at    60    cents,    each    part    Illustrated     with    two 

Portraits   engraved  on   stecL 

Ten  Volumes  are  Now  Ready, 
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Cloth, $5.00  a  vol.  I  Sheep, $6.00  a  vol 
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The  Rebellion  Record 

IS    INDISPENSABLE    TO    EVERY    PUBLIC    AND    PRIVATE    LIBRARY. 

THE  TEN   VOLUMES  CONTAIN: 
L 

A    FULL    AND    CONCISE   DIART    OF   EVENTS,  from  the  Meeting  of  the  Soath^Obnto 

f'nnrfrt''--  'n  ririTmhirj  iMflft.  ^  t^ft  r'ntlliitinifli  ' 

n. 
OVER  THREE  tHOUSAND  OFFICIAL  REPORTS  AND  NA! 
and  Skirmishes  that  have  occurred  during  the  War. 

m. 
OVER  ELEVEN  HUNDRED  SONGS  AND  BALLADS,  both 


rr. 
ONE  HUNDRED  AJH)  TWENTY-FOUR   PORTRAITS,   engrar. 

cektoated  men  of  the  time,  and  Numerous  Mhps  and  Phma  of  Battles. 

€VIR  SEVEN  THOUSAND  Incidents  eoid  AaettMes  of  perao&al  iWing^ihd  Bravety. 

/^THE    GREAT     LIVIiIg    ti^|^{Mt^;^ 

D.  VAN  NOSTRANl^  iPublishi 


r^imm--- 


Thi  Record  will  be  continued  in  paru«  a(  60  cents  a  part,  each 
?ortraiti.     Seven  paru  to  a  volume,  -,  ^ . 

N.B. — Letters  relating  to  the  Editorial  Department  of  the  "  Recor^ 
V)  FtANR  Moore,  45  Bible  House,  New-York.     All  matters  relating -i^^HHMJIlP^  d 
''Ri<'x>Ro"  should  be  addressed  to  D.  Van  Nostrand,  the  Publisher   19^4HHH^  New-Yorl 
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all,  to  incite  yoa  to  generous  actions  and  noble 

To  monming  firiends.  and  to  all  the  disabled  in 
Iwttle,  yon  extend  a  soldier's  sympathy. 

My  ferst  intimate  acquaintance  with  yon  dates 
ftom  tiie  twenty-eigh&  of  Jnly.  I  never  beheld 
Hi>n  ni  assaults  than  the  enemy  then  made, 
and  I  never  saw  troops  more  steadv  and  self- 
pooaessed  in  action  than  your  divisions  which 
ymere  then  engaged. 

I  have  learned  that  for  cheerftklness,  obe- 
^lence,  rapidity  of  movement,  and  confidence  in 
iMittle,  the  Army  of  Tennessee  is  not  to  be  sur- 
paased.  and  it  shall  be  my  study  that  your  fair 
record  shall  continue,  and  my  purpose  to  assist 
2on  to  move  steadily  forward  and  plant  the  old 
W^  in  every  proud  city  of  the  rebellion. 

0.  0.  Howard, 

Mi^-GeaeraL 

Saxubl  L.  Taooart, 

AasiBUnt  A4)aUDt-G«o«nl 

OBDEE  OF  GENERAL  LOGAN. 

HBADOTABins  Fifiiamy  Ancr  Oohfs,  \ 
East  Pom,  Ga.,  Seplmnber  U,  1864.     / 

€}fficen  and  Soldiers  qf  ike  Fifteenth  Army 

Corps: 

You  have  borne  your  port  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  of  this  campaign — a  part 
-^nrell  and  faithfully  done. 

On  the  first  dav  of  May,  1864,  from  Hunts- 
irSRe^  Alabama,  and  its  vicinity,  you  commenced 
-tiie  march.  The  marches  and  labors  ]f»erformed 
l»jr  you  during  this  campaign  will  hardly  find  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  the  war.  The  proud 
s&ne  heretofore  acquired  by  the  Fifteenth 
corps,  for  soldierly  bearing  and  daring  deeds, 
remains  untamisned,  its  lustre  undimmed. 
JOnring  the  campaign  you  constituted  the  main 
IpUition  of  the  flanking  column  of  the  whole 
tmmsy.  Tour  first  move  against  the  enemy  was 
around  the  right  of  the  army  at  Resaca,  where, 
'fcj'  your  gallantry,  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
fca  hills  and  his  works  on  the  main  road  from 
^^WESanaw  to  Resaca.  On  the  retreat  of  the  ene- 
miyf  J^^  moved  on  the  right  flank  of  the  army, 
"ft^  a  circuitous  route,  to  Adairsville;  in  the 
MHI10  manner  from  there  to  Eangston  and  Dallas, 
^iiere,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May,  you  met  the 
•veteran  corps  of  Hardee,  and,  in  a  severe  and 
liloody  contest,  you  hurled  him  back,  killing  and 
'^providing  over  two  thousand, besides  capturine 
«  Ibko  number  of  prisoners.  You  then  moved 
mmum  to  the  left  of  the  army  by  way  of  Ack- 
iirorthi  to  Keoesaw  Mountain,  where  again  ^ou 
9i0t  the  enemv,  driving  him  from  three  hues 
4lf  ^w^orics,  and  capturing  over  three  hundred 
oners.  During  your  stay  in  front  of  Kene- 
Mountain,  on  &e  twenty-seventh  of  June, 
yavL  made  one  of  the  most  daring,  bold,  and 
Vflroic  charges  of  the  war,  against  the  almost 
Impregnable  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  Little 
Xieiiesaw.  Ton  were  then  moved  by  wav  of 
Htfietta,  to  Nickajack  creek,  on  the  right  of  our 
mrmr »  thence  back  to  the  extreme  left  by  wav 
oC  Marietta  and  Roswell,  to  the  Augusta  rail- 
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road,  near  Stone  Mountain,  a  distance  of  fifty 
miles,  and  after  effectually  destroying  the  rail- 
road at  this  point,  you  moved  by  way  of  Deca- 
tur to  the  immediate  front  of  the  rebel  strong- 
hold, Atlanta.  Here,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
July,  you  again  performed  your  duty  nobly,  as 
patriots  and  soldiers,  in  one  of  the  most  severe 
and  sanguinary  conflicts  of  the  campaign.  With 
hardly  time  to  recover  your  almost  exhausted 
energies,  you  were  moved  aeain  arouiKl  to  the 
right  of  the  army,  only  to  fight  the  same  troops 
against  whom  you  had  so  recently  contended  ; 
and  the  battle  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  at 
Ezra  Chapel,  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  this  command.  On  that 
dav  it  was  that  the  Fifteenth  corps,  almost  un- 
aided and  alone,  for  four  hours  contested  the 
field  against  the  corps  of  Hardee  and  Lee.  You 
drove  them  discomfited  from  the  field ;  causing 
them  to  leave  their  dead  and  many  of  their 
wounded  in  your  hands.  The  many  noble  and 
gaUant  deeds  performed  by  you  on  this  day 
will  be  remembered  among  the  proudest 
acts  of  our  nation's  history.  After  pressing 
the  enemy  closely  for  several  days,  you 
again  moved  to  the  right  of  the  army,  to 
the  West  Point  railroad,  near  Fairbum.  After 
completely  destroying  the  road  for  some  dis- 
tance, you  marcnea  to  Jonesboro',  driving 
the  enemy  before  you  from  Pond  creek,  a  dis- 
^nce  of  ten  miles.  At  this  point  you  a^in  met 
Ae  enemy,  composed  of  Lee*s  and  Hardee's 
corps,  on  the  thirty-first  of  August,  and  pun- 
ished them  severely,  driving  them  in  confusion 
from  the  field,  with  their  dead  and  many 
wounded  and  prisoners  left  in  your  hands. 
Here  again,  bv  your  skill  and  true  courage,  you 
kept  sacred  the  reputation  you  have  so  long 
maintained,  viz. :  "  The  Fifteenth  corps  never 
meets  the  enemy  but  to  strike  and  de^t  him." 
On  the  first  of  September,  the  Fourteenth  corps 
attacked  Hardee.  You  at  once  opened  fire  on 
him,  and  by  your  co-operation  hie  defeat  became 
a  rout  Hood,  hearing  the  news,  blew  up  his 
ammunition  trains,  retreated,  and  Atlanta  was 
ours. 

You  have  marched  during  the  campaign,  in 
your  windings,  the  distance  of  four  nundred 
miles ;  have  put  Tiors  de  combat  more  of  the 
enemy  than  your  corps  numbers ;  have  captured 
twelve  stands  of  arms,  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  prisoners,  and  two  hundred  and 
ten  deserters.  The  course  of  your  march  is 
marked  by  the  graves  of  patriotic  heroes,  who 
have  fallen  by  your  side ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  is  more  plainly  marked  by  the  blood  of 
traitors,  who  have  defied  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  insulted  and  trampled  under  foot  tiie  glo- 
rious flag  of  our  counfry.  We  deeply  sympa- 
thize witn  the  friends  of  those  of  our  comrades- 
in-arms  who  have  fallen  ;  our  sorrows  are  only 
appeased  by  the  knowledge  that  they  feU  as 
brave  men,  battling  for  the  preservation  and 
perpetuation  of  one  of  the  best  governments  of 
earth.    "  Peace  be  to  their  ashes." 

You  now  rest  for  a  short  time  from  your  la- 
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bora.  During  your  respite  prepare  for  future 
action.  Let  the  country  see,  at  all  times,  by 
your  conduct,  that  you  love  the  cause  you  faAve 
espoused ;  that  you  have  no  sympathy  with  any 
who  would  by  word  or  deed  assist  vile  traitors 
in  dismembering  our  mighty  republic  or  trail- 
ing in  the  dust  the  emblem  of  our  national 
greatness  and  glory.  You  are  the  defenders  of 
a  government  that  has  blessed  you  heretofore, 
with  peace,  happiness  and  prosperity.  Its  per- 
petuity depends  upon  your  heroism,  faithful- 
ness and  devotion. 

When  the  time  shall  come  to  go  forward 
again,  let  us  go  with  the  determination  to  save 
our  nation  fi'om  threatened  wreck,  and  hopeless 
ruin,  not  forgetting  the  appeal  from  widows 
and  orphans  that  is  borne  to  us  upon  every 
breeze,  to  avenge  the  loss  of  their  loved  ones 
who  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 
Be  patient,  obedient,  and  earnest,  and  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  you  can  return  to  your 
homes  with  the  proud  consolation  that  you 
have  assisted  in  causing  the  old  banner  to  again 
wave  from  every  mountain,  and  over  every 
town  and  hamlet  of  our  once  happy  land,  and 
hear  the  shouts  of  triumph  ascend  n'om  a  grate- 
ful people,  proclaiming  mat  once  more  weliave 
one  flag  ana  one  country. 

John  A.  Looak, 
Hajor-Geaend  OommiunHng. 

GENERAL  SHEEUCAITS  ORDEEU  ' 

EbUDQUAicram  Miutart  Dmnov  op  thb) 
ICBSBBiFn,  cr  THE  nxu),  Atlamta,  Gi.,  Sept.  8.    ) 

Special  Field  Orders,  No.  68. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Cumberland,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  have  already 
received  the  thanks  of  tlie  nation  through  its 
President  and  Commander-in-chief ;  and  it  re- 
mains now  only  for  him  who  has  been  with  you 
from  the  beginning,  and  who  intends  to  stay  all 
the  time,  to  thauk  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
intelligence,  fidelity  and  courage  displayed  in  the 
campaign  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  first  day  of  May  our  armies  were  lying 
in  garrison,  seemingly  quiet,  from  KnoxviUe  to 
Huntsvill^  and  our  enemy  lav  behind  his  rocky- 
faced  barrier  at  Dalton,  proud,  defiant  and  exult- 
ing. He  had  had  time  since  Christmas  to 
recover  from  his  discomfiture  on  the  Mission 
Ridge,  with  his  ranks  fiUed,  and  a  new  eom- 
mander-in-c^ief,  second  to  none  of  the  Confed- 
eracy in  reputation  for  skill,  sagacity  and 
extreme  popularity. 

All  at  once,  our  armies  assumed  life  and  action, 
and  appeared  before  Dal  con;  threatening  Rocky 
Face  we  threw  ourselves  upon  Resaca,  and  the 
rebel  army  only  escaped  by  the  rapidity  of  its 
retreat,  aided  by  the  numerous  roads  with 
which  he  was  familiar,  and  which  were  strange 
to  us. 

Again  he  took  post  at  AUatoona,  but  we  gave 
him  no  rest,  and  by  a  circuit  toward  Dallas,  and 
a  subsequent  movement  to  Aokworth.  we  gained 
the  AUatoona  Pass.    Then  ioUo wed  the  eventful 


battles  about  Eenesaw,  and  the  escape  of  the 
enemy  across  the  Chattahoochee  river. 

The  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  and  break- 
ing of  the  Augusta  road  was  most  handaomelj 
executed  by  us,  and  will  be  studied  as  an  ex- 
ample in  the  art  of  war.  At  this  stage  of  oar 
game,  our  enemies  became  dissatisfied  widi 
their  old  and  skilful  commander,  and  selected 
one  more  bold  and  rash.  New  tactics  were 
adopted.  Hood  first  boldly  and  rapidly,  on  the 
twentieth  of  July,  fell  on  our  right  at  Peadi- 
tree  Creek,  and  lost 

Again,  on  the  twenty-second,  he  struck  onr 
extreme  left,  and  was  severely  punished ;  and 
finally  again,  on  the  twenty-eightn,  he  repeated 
the  attempt  on  our  right,  and  that  time  moat 
have  been  satisfied,  for  since  that  date  he  has 
remained  on  the  defensive.  We  slowly  and 
gradually  drew  our  lines  about  Atlanta,  teeHng 
for  the  railroads  which  supplied  the  Rebel  anDjr, 
and  made  Atlanta  a  place  of  importance. 

We  must  concede  to  our  enemv  that  he  met 
these  efforts  patiently  and  skilfuUv,  but  at  last 
he  made  the  mistake  we  had  waited  for  so  km^, 
and  sent  his  cavalry  to  our  rear,  far  bejond  the 
reach  of  recall  Instantly  our  cavalry  was  on 
his  only  remaining  road,  and  we  followed  quicklj 
with  our  princi^  army,  and  Atlanta  fell  into 
our  possession  as  the  fruit  of  well-concerted 
measures,  iMucked  by  a  brave  and  competent 
armv. 

This  completed  the  grand  task  which  had 
been  assigned  us  by  our  Government,  and  your 
General  again  repeats  his  personal  and  official 
thanks  to  all  the  officers  and  men  compoeiDfC 
this  army,  for  the  indomitable  courage  and  pe^ 
severance  which  alone  could  give  success. 

We  have  beaten  our  enemy  on  every  ^oimd 
he  has  chosen,  and  have  wrested  from  him  his 
own  Ghite  City,  where  were  located  his  foim- 
dries,  arsenals  and  workshops,  deemed  secure  m 
account  of  their  distance  from  our  base,  and  the 
seeming  impregnable  obstacles  intervening. 
Nothing  IS  impossible  to  an  army  like  this,  de- 
termini  to  vindicate  a  Government  wherever 
our  flag  has  onc^  floated,  and  resolved  to 
maintain  them  at  any  and  all  cost 

In  our  campaign  many,  yea,  very  many  of  our 
noble  and  gidlant  comrades  have  preceded  na 
to  our  common  destination,  the  grave ;  but  they 
have  left  the  memory  of  deeds,  on  which  a  na- 
tion can  build  a  proud  history.  McPheison, 
Harker,  McCook,  and  others,  dear  to  us  aU,  are 
now  the  binding  links  in  our  minds,  that  shonld 
attach  more  closely  together  the  living,  who 
have  to  complete  the  task  which  still  lies  before 
us  in  the  dim  future. 

I  ask  all  to  continue  as  thev  have  so  well  be- 
gun, the  cultivation  of  the  soldierly  virtues  that 
have  ennobled  our  own  and  other  countries. 
Courage,  patience,  obedience  to  the  lawa  and 
constituted  authorities  of  our  Govemroent; 
fidelity  to  our  trusts,  and  good  feeling  among 
each  other ;  each  trying  to  excel  ^e  other  in 
the  practice  of  those  high  qualities,  and  it  will 
th^n  require  no  prophet  to  foretell  that  cor 
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ooontij  will  in  time  emerge  from  this  war  ptni- 
fied  by  me  fires  of  war,  and  worthy  its  great 
founder,  WashingtoiL 

W.  T.  SeiRBUir, 
lfa^-0«ier»l,  OommandiDf . 


THE  DESPITCH  FBO] 


iinXSERAL 


GRANT. 


Ctarr  fmrtj  Yx,  September  4,-0  p.  x. 

Myor-Omeral  Sherman : 

I  have  just  received  your  despatch  anonncing 
the  capture  of  Atlanta.  In  honor  of  your  great 
victory,  I  have  just  ordered  a  salute  to  be  fired 
with  shotted  guns  from  every  battery  bearing 
upon  the  enemy.  The  salute  will  be  tired  with- 
in an  hour,  amidst  great  rejoicing. 

U.  a  Gbakt, 
Ueaieuaatraeoend. 

An  the  corps,  regiments  and  batteries  com- 
posing the  army  may,  without  further  orders, 
mscriDe  Atlanta  on  their  colors.  Qy  order  of 
Major-Gleneral  Sherman. 

L  M.  Dayton, 

Atd-de-Cunp. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas. 
BoBBRT  H.  Ramsey, 

A.A.O. 


Doa  40« 

THE  BATTLE  OF  OETTTSBUBG,  PA 
OOBBBCnOM  or  OFFICIAL  REP0RT3. 

TpTLiiwii*,  December  80, 1888. 

Dear  General:  Your  favor  of  the  twenty- 
third  has  been  received.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  send  to  Creneral  Meade  by  the 
mail  of  to-day.  I  wish  you*  would  try  to  see 
Meade  after  he  gets  my  letter,  and  talk  this  mat- 
ter ovOT,  and  k^m  what  he  intends  to  do.  He 
raast  write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject 

My  corps  is  together  again.  Geary  having 
been  ordered  to  Bridgeport  ana  Stevenson.  I 
feel  confident  that  everything  will  work  out 
right  in  the  end,  and  I  am  very  anxious  you 
8&idd  return  to  the  corps  before  the  spring 
campai^  opens.  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you 
1  position  more  agreeable  to  you  than  the  one 
you  have  held  heretofore.  So  don't  make  ar- 
n^ements  which  will  take  you  away. 

Williams  has  gone  on  leave. 

Pleaae  let  me  hear  from  yon. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  Slocdm. 
To  Brigadier-Creneral  George  8.  Greene. 


lethsfrom  general  slocum. 

«  HauMirABnn  TwwuaL  Govs, 

December  1888. 


} 

Mc^cT-Qeneral  George  Q.  Meade  Commanding 

Army  cfihe  PaUnnac 

General:  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of 
General  T.  H.  Buger,  of  operations  of  the  First 


division.  Twelfth  corps,  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, together  with  the  reports  of  his 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders.  General 
Ruger  with  a  large  portion  of  his  divisiob  was 
ordered  to  New  York  city  soon  after  the  battle, 
and  immediately  after  his  return  from  New 
York,  the  corps  was  ordered  to  this  depart- 
ment The  reports  of  General  y Williams  and 
myself  were  delayed  with  the  hope  of  receiying 
General  Ruger's  report  in  time  to  forward  it 
with  them.  I  deeply  regret  the  necessity 
which  compelled  me  to  send  my  report  and 
that  of  General  Williams  unaccompanied  by 
any  report  of  the  operations  of  the  First  div- 
ision, for  although  an  account  of  the  operations 
of  this  division  was  given  in  the  report  of 
General  Williams  who  commanded  the  corps 
during  the  battle,  I  think  the  absence  of  Ruger's 
report  may  account  for  some  of  the  errors  con- 
tained in  your  report  as  to  the  operations  of  the 
Twelfth  corps. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  General  Williams  call- 
ing my  attention  to  these  errors,  to  which  I 
respectfully  invite  your  attention,  and  if  any- 
thing can  be  done  at  this  late  day  to  correct 
these  errors,  I  trust  you  will  do  it  Your  re- 
port is  the  official  history  of  this  important 
battle,  and  to  this  report  reference  will  always 
be  made  by  our  Government,  our  people,  and 
the  historian,  as  the  most  reliable  and  accurate 
account  of  the  services  performed  By  each 
corps,  division  and  brigade  of  your  army.  If 
you  have  inadvertently  given  to  one  division 
the  credit  of  having  performed  some  merito- 
rious service,  which  was  in  reality  performed 
by  another  division,  you  do  an  injustice  to 
brave  men,  and  defraud  them  of  well-earned 
laurels.  It  is  an  injustice  which  even  time  can- 
not correct  That  errors  of  this  nature  exist  in 
your  official  report  is  an  indisputable  fact 

You  give  great  credit  to  Lockwood*s  brigade 
for  services  on  the  evening  of  July  second,  but 
state  that  this  brigade  was  a  portion  of  the 
First  corps,  while  it  never  at  any  time  beloneed 
to  that  corps,  but  was  a  portion  of  the  TweDfth 
corps,  and  was  accompanied  in  its  operations 
on  the  evening  of  July  second,  by  General 
Williams  in  person.  A  portion  of  tlus  brigade 
jthe  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  New  York)  is  still 
m  General  Williams'  division.  I  copy  the  fol- 
lowing statement  from  your  report :  ^  During 
the  heavy  assault  on  our  left,  portions  of  the 
Twelfth  corps  were  sent  as  reinforcements; 
during  their  absence  the  line  on  the  extreme 
right  was  held  by  a  very  much  reduced  force. 
This  was  taken  advantage  of  bv  the  enemy,  who, 
during  the  absence  of  General  Gi^ory's  division 
of  the  Twelfth  corps,  advanced  and  occupied 

Sart  of  the  line.  On  the  morning  of  the  third, 
[eneral  Geary,  having  returned  during  the 
night,  attacked  at  early  dawn  the  enemy,  and 
succeeded  in  driving  him  back  and  reoccupy- 
ing  his  former  position.  A  spirited  contest  Was 
maintained  all  the  morning  along  this  part 
of  the  line.  General  Geary  reinforced  by 
Wheaton's  brigade  of  the  Sixth  corps,  main- 
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tained  his  pbsttion  and  inflicted  severe  losses 
on  the  enemy. 

From  this  statement  it  would  appear  that 
Geary's  division  marched  to  the  support  of 
your  left^  that  Williams*  division  did  not ;  that 
his  (WiUiaras')  division,  or  a  poition  of  it,  were 
guarding  the  intrenchments  when  the  enemy 
gained  possession ;  that  Greneral  Geary  returned 
and  with  his  division  drove  the  enem^  back; 
that  the  enga£;ement  on  the  following  morning 
was  fought  by  Geary's  division  assisted  by 
Wheatoirs  brigade.  This,  I  know,  is  the  infer- 
ence drawn  from  your  history  of  these  opera- 
tions by  every  person  unacquainted  witii  the 
truth.  Tet  the  facts  in  th^  case  are  very  nearly 
the  reverse  of  the  above  in  every  particular, 
and  directly  in  contradiction  to  tl^e  facts,  as  set 
forth  in  the  report  of  General  Geary,  as  weU  as 
that  of  General  Williams..  Geary's  division 
didn't  march  even  in  the  direction  of  your  left 
Two  of  his  brigades,  under  his  immediate 
command,  left  the  intrenchments  under  orders 
to  move  to  the  support  of  your  left,  but  through 
some  unfortunate  mistake  he  took  the  road 
leading  to  Two  Taverns.  WiUiams*  entire 
division  did  more  to  the  support  of  your  left, 
and  it  was  one  of  his  brigades  (Lockwood's) 
under  his  immediate  command,  which  you  com- 
mend, but  very  singularly  accredit  to  the  First 
corps. 

Greene's  bri^de  of  the  Second  division  re- 
mained in  the  mtrenchments,  and  the  fsdlure  of 
the  enemy  to  gain  entire  possession  of  our 
works,  was  due  entirely  to  the  skill  of  General 
Greene,  and  the  heroic  valor  of  his  troops. 
His  brigade  suffered  severely,  but  maintained 
its  position,  and  held  the  enemy  in  check  until 
the  return  of  Williams'  division.  The  **  spirit- 
ed contest  maintained  by  General  Geary  rein- 
forced by  Wheaton's  brigade,"  was  a  contest 
for  regaining  the  portion  of  our  intrenchments 
held  by  the  enemy,  and  was  conducted  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  Williams, 
and  was  participated  in  by  the  entire  Twelfth 
corps,  remforced,  not  by  Wheaton's,  but  by 
EPialer's  brigade. 

Although  the  command  of  the  Twelfth  coips 
was  given  temporarily  to  Greneral  Williams  by 
your  order,  and  although  you  directed  him  to 
Ofieet  at  the  council  with  other  corps  command- 
ers, you  fail  to  mention  his  name  in  your  entire 
report,  and  in  no  place  allude  to  his  having 
any  such  command,  or  to  the  fact  that  more 
than  one  corps  was  at  any  time  placed  under 
my  command,  although  at  no  time  after  vou 
assumed  command  of  the  army,  until  the  close 
of  this  battle,  was  I  in  command  of  less  tiian 
two  corps,  and  I  have  now  in  my  possession 
your  written  order  dated  July  second,  directing 
me  to  assume  command  of  the  Sixth  corps,  and 
with  that  corps,  and  the  two  then  under  my 
command,  the  Fifth  and  Twelfth,  to  move  for- 
ward and  at  once  attack  the  enemy.  I  allude 
to  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  your 
memory  on  a  subject  which  you  had  apparently 
entirely  forgotten  when  you  penned  your  report, 


for  you  harve  not  failed  V>  notice  the  hci  of 
General  Schurz  and  others  having  held,  even  for 
a  few  hours,  commands  above  that  previously 
held  by  them. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  you  will  endeavor  to 
correct  as  fisur  as  possible  the  errors  above  men- 
tioned and  that  the  correction  may  be  recorded 
at  the  War  Department 

I  am,  General,  verv  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  W.  SuxJDii, 
M^Jor-Geaeral  OommamUBf. 

GENERAL  MEADE'S  LETTER. 

HBAOqUTASBSfl,  ABXT  or  IBB  POtOXAO, ) 

FebnuvT  SS,  1804.    / 

Mqjor-Qenercd  K  TT.  HaUeck^  QeneralrVMihirft 

Washington,  B.C.: 

General  :  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of 
Brigadier-General  T.  H.  Ruger,  commanding 
First  division.  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  and  those 
of  his  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  of 
the  operations  of  his  division  at  the  battle  of 
Gettvsburg.  These  reports  were  onlv  recently 
received  By  me,  owing  to  G^ieral  Ruger'a 
being  detached  with  a  l^e  portion  of  his  com- 
mand not  long  after  the  battle,  and  soon  after 
his  return  the  corps  was  ordered  to  Tennessee. 
I  beg  these  reports  may  be  placed  on  file,  u 
part  of  my  official  report  of  the  battle. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  make  certain 
corrections  and  alterations  in  my  report  tii 
which  mv  attention  has  been  called  by  Major- 
General  Slocum. 

These  alterations  are  as  foUows : 

First.  In  relating  the  occurrences  of  the 
second  of  July  I  state :  ^  In  the  meantime  per- 
ceiving the  great  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  the  Sixth  corps  (Major-Greneral  Sedg- 
wick) and  part  of  the  First  corps  (to  tiie  com- 
mand of  which  I  had  assigned  Major-General 
Newton),  particularly  Lockwood's  Maryland 
brigade,  together  with  detachments  &om  the 
Second  corps,  were  aU  brought  up." 

This  should  read.  '*In  the  meantime  p^ 
ceiving  the  great  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  the  Sixth  corps  (Major-General  Sedg- 
wick] and  part  of  the  First  corps,  (t6  the  com- 
mana  of  which  I  had  assigned  Major-General 
Newton)  together  with  detachments  from  &e 
Second  corps,  were  all  brought  up.  Subse- 
quently the  First  division  and  Liockwood's 
brigac^  of  the  Twelftti  corps,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Brigadier-General  A.  S.  Wil- 
liams, then  temporarily  commanding  the  corps, 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  action.  The  services  of 
Lockwood's  brigade  being  particularly  men- 
tioned." 

Second.  In  relating  the  occurrences  of  July 
third.  During  the  heavy  assaults  upon  our 
extreme  left  portions  of  the  Twelfth  corps  were 
sent  as  reinforcements.  ^  During  their  absence, 
the  line  of  tiie  extreme  right  was  held  by  a 
much  reduced  force,  and  was  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  bv  the  enemy,  who,  during  the  absence 
of  Gteary  s  division,  Twelfth  corps,  advanced 


DOCUMENTS. 


825 


iDd  oocQpied  a  part  of  the  line.  On  the  mom- 
iag  ofthe  third,  Greueral  Geary  having  retnmed 
imog  the  nighty  was  attacked  at  earl^  dawn 
b;  the  enemy,  but  succeeded  in  driying  him 
bck  and  occnpying  his  former  poeition.  A 
tomted  contest  was  maintained  all  the  morning 
iW  tins  part  of  the  line.  General  Geaiy, 
KinfoTced  by  Wheaton's  brigade,  Sixth  corps, 
maintained  bis  position,  inflicting  severe  losses 
OQ  Ae  enemy." 

This  should  read:  "Daring  the  heavy  as- 
Bihs  on  our  extreme  left,  the  First  division 
and  Lockwood*s  brigade  of  the  Twelfth  corps, 
vere  sent  as  reinfbrcements,  as  already  report- 
ei  Two  brigades  of  Geary's  division  (Second) 
of  diis  corps  were  also  detached  for  tne  same 
parpose,  bi^did  not  arrive  at  the  scene  of  action, 
ovuig  to  havine  mistaken  the  road.    The  de- 
tftcfament  of  so  torge  a  portion  of  the  Twelfth 
eoqw  with  its  temporary  commander  Brigadier- 
General  JL  S.  Williams,  left  the  defences  of  the 
Bne  previoosly  held  to  the  remaining  l^rigade 
of  the  Second  division,  commanded  by  General 
Greene,  who  held  the  left  of  the  Twelfth  corps, 
sow  become  the  extreme  right  of  the  army. 
Re  enemy  perceiving  the  withdrawal  of  our 
troops,  advanced  and  attacked  General  Greene 
vi&  great  vigor,  who,  making  a  gallant  defence, 
and  being  soon  reinforced  by  portions  of  the 
First  and  Eleventh  corps,  contiguous  to  him, 
ncceeded  in  repulsing  all  the  efforts  of  the 
eeem>  to  dislodge  him.    After  night,  on  the  re- 
torn  of  the  detachments  sent  to  me  left,  it  was 
found  ^  enemy  were  occupying  portions  of 
^  line  of  breastworks  thrown   up  by  the 
Twelffli  corps.    Brigadier-Gkneral  Williams  in 
command  immediately  made  arrangements  by 
^  (^position  of  his  artOlery,  and  instructions 
to  both  divisions,  commanded  respectively  bv 
feigadier-Generals  Qearj  and  Ruger,  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  daylieht,  and  r^^in  the  position 
fwrncriy  occupied  oy  the  corps.    In  the  mean- 
time the  enemy  brought  up  strong  reinforce- 
^%  and  at  early  daylight  a  spirited  contest 
eoomenced,  which  continued  till  after  ten  a.  m., 
4e  reeolt  of  which  was  the  repulse  of  the  enemy 
in  a&  of  his  attempts  to  advance,  and  his  final 
•hwdomnent  of  the  position  he  had  taken  the 
e^ing  Wore.    During  this  contest  Shaler's 
w^ade.  Sixth  corps,  was  sent  to  reinforce  the 
Twelfth  corps.    With  this  exception  the  line 
remained  undisturbed." 

I  abonld  be  glad,  as  an  act  of  justice,  if  this 
Pwimnnication  could  be  published. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GvoBOB  G.  Mbadb, 

Hajor-GtMni  OommMnAfng, 

BBADQOAsnai  Abmt  ow  m  Potomacl  > 
Much  10, 1864     / 

^rmUer-Oenercd  G.  &  Qreme,  Woihinfftan, 

Gbhral:  I  could  not  procure  from  General 
Hdleck  a  copy  of  my  letter,  contabing  my  re- 


port of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  but  will  have 
one  made  on  my  return,  from  the  original,  which 
I  have  with  me.  I  trust  it  will  prove  satisfac- 
tory to  you,  although  I  'have  not  made  such 
particular  mention  of  your  services'  as  they 
undoubtedly  deserved,  and  as  it  would  have 
gratified  me  to  do  had  my  report  been  other 
than  a  general  one.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say 
that,  as  Qod  is  my  witness,  I  had  no  intention  of 
doing  injustice  to  you,  or  any  other  man  in  the 
Twelfth  corps,  or  any  other  corps. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Gbobqb  G.  Meadb, 


Doc  41. 
GUEBBILLA  BABBABITIES. 

THE  nOHT  AT  B08EVILLE,  ARK, 

The  Roseville  fight  occurred  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  of  April  1864.  The  attacking 
party  consisted  of  the  Thirtieth  Texas  cavahry, 
four  hundred  strong,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Battles,  and  fifty  guerrillas,  under  Titsworth. 
Our  force  was  about  seventy-five  men  of  the 
Second  and  Sixth  Kansas  cavalry,  under  Cap- 
tains Gardner  and  Goes.  The  bsdance  of  their 
command  was  out  foragiiig.  The  pickets  were 
driven  in  at  eight  a.  m.  Our  boys  made  barri- 
cades of  cotton  bales,  and  behind  these,  and  in 
some  log  houses,  met  the  enemjw  The  latter 
dismounted  about  half  a  mile  from  town,  and 
advanced  through  the  timber.  They  charged 
gallantly  into  the  town,  at  the  same  time  making 
flank  movements.  The  fight  was  severe  and 
gallant,  both  sides  cominar  to  the  work  bravely. 
Under  the  rapid  fire  of  mu*  Sharpens  rifles  the 
enemy  finally  fell  back  disordered,  retreating  in 
great  haste.  Eight  or  ten  of  their  dead  were 
kft  on  the  field  or  found  afterward.  Eleven  of 
their  wounded  were  found,  and  are  now  in  our 
hospital.  Major  Davenport  and  Lieutenant 
Armstrong,  of  the  Texas  cavalry,  are  also  re- 
ported killed.  The  loss  on  our  side  was :  Sixth 
Kansas  cavalry.  Company  D,  Captain  Goas,  three 
kiUed,  five  wounded;  Second  Kansas  cavalry, 
Company  D,  one  killed  and  one  wounded ;  Com- 
pany E,  four  wounded.  Total,  four  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemv,  from 
what  they  abandoned  and  what  they  left,  could 
not  be  less  than  fifteen  killed  and  twenty-five 
wounded. 

Doctor  Prentiss,  of  the  First  Kansas  colored 
volunteers,  arrived  at  Roseville  next  day,  from 
General  Steele's  army,  and  took  charge  of  the 
wounded.  It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance,  as 
the  Assistantfiur^eon  of  the  Sixth,  Doctor  S.  A. 
Fairchild,  sent  with  an  escort  from  this  place, 
was  most  inhumanly  butchered,  after  capture, 
by  bushwhackers.  Doctor  Fairchild  left  Fort 
Smi&  on  the  fifth,  with  an  escort  of  twen^-«ix 
men,  under  Lieutenant  McKibben,  of  the  Sixth. 
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Twenty-five  miles  south  of  this  place  it  was  re- 
ported that,  the  day  before,  one  /lundred  rebels 
passed  throaeU  Gnarlestown.  They  passed  a 
recently  abandoned  poet  about  six  miles  further, 
and  thrQ0  miles  further  on,  at  the  farm  of  a 
well-known  bushwhacker,  they  jrere  fired  upon 
by  about  fifty  men,  stationed  in  a  ravine.  At 
the  same  time  a  large  force  was  seen  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  enaeavoring  to  surround  the 
escort  Lieutenant  McKibben,  seeing  that  was 
his  only  chance,  directed  the  men  to  keep  well 
together,  and  ordered  a  charge.  With  sixteen 
of  the  men  he  got  safely  through  to  Roseville, 
after  a  sharp  &ht  and  severe  chase.  Doctor 
Fairchild  and  eleven  of  the  men  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the  next  day  the  Lieu- 
tenant returned  to  the  scene  of  the  attack.  The 
bodies  of  nine  men  were  found  on  the  road. 
Evidences  were  plenty  of  a  severe  struggle,  but 
the  appearance  of  the  oodies  was  the  most  damn- 
ing evidence  of  the  fiendishness  of  the  rebels. 
AU  of  them  were  stripped  of  all  clothing,  and 
horribly  mutilated.  One  man's  head  was  beaten 
to  a  jelly,  evidently  with  the  butts  of  guns.  Not 
a  wound  was  found  on  him,  otherwise  than  the 
blows  on  his  head.  Others  had  their  ears  and 
noses  cut  off,  and  three  of  the  party  were  cas- 
trated. Next  day,  the  doctor's  body,  and  those 
of  the  other  two,  were  found.  The  surgeon  was 
shot  throueh  the  head  and  shoulders,  and  his 
was  the  only  body  unmutilated.  A  woman  was 
seen  on  horseback  among  the  guerrillas  as  our 
men  came  in  sight,  who  galloped  off^when  the 
fieht  commenced.  A  woman  living  near  the 
place  says  Doctor  Fairchild  told  his  captors  the 
errand  he  was  on,  and  entreated  that  he  and  his 
men  should  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
They  were  answered  by  the  assassins  willi 
curses  and  blows.  They  were  reported  to  be 
led  by  Fitzwilliams,  ^o,  if  anything,  is  more 
fiendish  in  character  than  Quantrell.  Over  two 
hundred  loyal  Arkansians  were  murdered  by 
him  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith  during  the  few 
weeks  prior  to  the  occupation  by  General 
Blunt 

Another  guerrilla  band,  under  the  lead  of  Buck 
Brown,  surprised  a  party  of  ten  men  belonging 
to  the  First  Arkansas  cavalry,  who  were  hero- 
ine public  stock  near  the  Prairie  Grove  battle- 
field. The  bushwhackers,  twenty-one  in  num- 
ber, were  clothed  in  Federal  uniform.  They 
pretended  to  belong  to  the  Thirteenth  Elansas. 
The  Arkansians  were  in  a  house,  and  were  <Hdled 
out  by  the  disguised  rebels.  While  conversing 
in  a  friendly  way,  they  commenced  firing,  and 
succeeded  in  killing  and  mortally  wounding  aU 
but  one,  who  escaped.  There  were  five  kuled, 
and  four  mortally  wounded.  This  was  on  Uie 
seventh. 

A  party  of  Choctaw  guerrillas,  on  the  thirteenth, 
made  a  raid  in  the  8tate,  at  Long  Prairie, 
twelve  miles  from  this  place.  They  murdered 
two  citizen^  stripped  four  women  stark  naked, 
and  plundered  everything  portable. 


Doa  42. 
BEPOBT  OF  LIEUT.-GENEBAL  GEAKT. 

Ot'ERATIONS  FROM  MARCH,  1884,  TO  JULY,  1885, 

HtAOQUABnERB  AuoKS  OF  TUX  XJjtmD  Stins, ) 
WjiSHcnnoK,  a  C,  July  22, 18«».       / 

^IB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States  from  the  date  of  my  appointmeai 
to  command  the  same. 

From  an.  early  period  in  the  rebellion  I  had 
been  impressed  with  the  idea  that  active  and 
continuous  operations  of  all  the  troops  thtt 
could  be  brought  into  the  field,  regaraleaa  of 
season  and  weather,  were  necessary  to  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  war.  The  resources  of  the 
enemy,  and  his  numerical  strength,  were  far  in- 
ferior to  ours ;  but  as  an  offset  to  this,  we  had  a 
vast  territory,  with  a  population  hostile  to  the 
Government,  to  garrison,  and  long  lines  of  river 
and  railroad  communications  to  protect,  to  en- 
able us  to  supply  the  operating  armies.  » 

The  armies  in  the  East  and  West  acted  ind^ 
pendently  and  without  concert,  like  a  balky 
team,  no  two  ever  pulling  together ;  enabling  the 
enemy  to  use  to  great  advantage  his  interior 
lines  of  communication  for  transporting  troops 
from  East  to  West,  reinforcing  the  army  nn>8t 
vigorously  pressed,  and  to  forlbugh  large  num- 
bers, dunne  seasons  of  inactivity  on  our  partj  to 
?;o  to  theur  homes  and  do  the  work  of  producing 
or  the  support  of  their  armies.  It  was  a  Ques- 
tion whether  our  niunerical  strength  and  re- 
sources were  not  more  than  balanced  by  these 
disadvantages  and  the  enemy's  superior  position. 

From  the  first  I  was  firm  in  the  convictioa 
that  no  peace  could  be  had  that  would  be  stable 
and  conducive  to  tlie  happiness  of  the  people, 
both  North  and  South,  until  the  military  power 
of  the  rebellion  was  entirely  broken. 

I  therefore  determined,  first,  to  use  the  great- 
est number  of  troops  practicable  against  the 
armed  force  of  thQ  enemy  ;  preventing  him  from 
using  iJie  same  force  at  different  seasons,  against 
first  one  and  then  another  of  our  armies,and  the 
possibility  of  repose  for  refitting  and  producing 
necessary  supplies  for  carrying  on  resistance. 
Second,  to  lutmmer  continuously  against  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy,  and  his  resources, 
until  by  mere  atirition,  if  in  no  other  way,  there 
should  be  nothing  left  to  him  but  an  equal  sub- 
mission with  the  loyal  section  of  our  common 
country  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land. 

These  views  have  been  kept  constantly  m 
mind,  and  orders  given  and  campaigns  made  to 
carry  them  out  Whether  they  mijght  have  been 
better  in  conception  and  execution  is  for  the 
people,  who  mourn  the  loss  of  friends  fcUeOi 
and  who  have  to  pay  the  pecuniary  cost  to  say. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  what  I  have  done  has  been 
done  conscientiouslyy  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  in  what  I  conceived  to  be  for  the  best  inte^ 
eats  of  the  whole  country. 
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At  &e  date  when  this  report  hegine,  the  sitoa- 
tioD  of  the  contending  forces  was  about  as  fol- 
fews:  The  Mississippi  river  was  strongly 
nrrisoned  by  Federal  troops  from  St  Louis, 
Missouri,  to  its  mouth.  The  line  of  the  Arkao- 
flu  was  also  held,  thus  giving  us  armed  posses- 
BioQ  of  aU  west  of  the  Mississippi,  north  of  ih&t 
stream.  A  few  points  in  Southern  Louisiana, 
not  remote  from  the  river,  were  held  by  us,  to- 
gedier  with  a  small  garrison  at  and  near  the 
month  of  the  Rio  Grande.  AJl  the  balance  of 
the  vast  territory  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas,  was  in  tiie  ahnost  undisputed  possession 
d  the  enemy,  with  an  army  of  probably  not 
less  than  eighty  Uiousand  effective  men,  that 
could  have  been  brought  into  the  field  had** 
there  been  sufficient  opposition  to  have  brought 
theiD  out  The  let-alone  policy  had  demoralized 
this  force  so  much  that  probably  little  more 
than  one  half  of  it  was  ever  present  in  garrison 
at  any  one  time.  But  the  one  half,  or  forty 
thonsand  men,  wi^  the  bands  of  guerrillas  scat- 
tered through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  along  the 
Miamssippi  river,  and  the  disloyal  character  of 
much  of  the  population,  compelled  the  use  of  a 
krge  numiier  of  troops  to  keep  navigation  open 
00  the  river,  and  to  protect  the  loyai  pe^ople  to 
tbe  west  of  it  To  the  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
ve  held  substantially  with  the  line  of  the  Ten- 
D«»8ee  and  Holston  rivers,  running  eastward,  to 
indsde  nearly  all  the  State  of  Tennessee.  South 
of  Quttanooga,  a  small  foothold  had  been  ob- 
tained in  Georgia,  sufficient  to  protect  East  Ten- 
ntasoc  from  incursions  from  the  enemy's  force 
at  Dalton,  Georgia.  West  Vu-ginia  was  sub- 
stantially within  our  lines.  Virginia,  with  the 
exception  of  the  northern  border,  the  Potomac 
river,  a  snmll  area  about  the  mouth  of  James 
rifer,  covered  by  the  troops  at  Norfolk  and 
Fort  Monroe,  and  the  territory  covered  by  the 
Aimy  of  &e  Potomac,  Iving  along  the  Rapidan, 
was  in  tiie  possession  of  the  enemy.  Along  the 
iea^oast,  footholds  had  been  obtained  at  Ply- 
mouth, Washington,  And  Newbem,  in  North 
(WoKna;  Beaufort,  Folly,  and  Morris  Islands, 
Hilton  Head,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  Port  Royal,  in 
Sov^  Carolina ;  Femandina  and  St  Augustine, 
in  Fkdda.  Key  West  and  Pensacola  were  also 
ia  oar  possession,  while  all  the  important  ports 
were  blockaded  by  the  navy.  The  accompany- 
i^  map,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  General 
Sberman.  aud  other  commanders,  in  March,  1864, 
diowB,  by  red  lines  the  territory  occupied  by  us 
at  the  beginning  of  the  rebouion,  and  at  the 
opeoing  of  the  campaign  of  1864  *,  while  those 
in  y^  are  the  lines  which  it  was  proposed  to 
Mcupy. 

B<iund  the  Union  lines  there  were  many  bands 
of  guerrillas,  and  a  large  population  didloyal  to 
tbe  Government^  making  it  necessary  to  guard 
ertry  foot  of  road  or  river  used  in  supplying 
our  armies.  In  the  South,  a  reign  of  military 
deq>otism  prevailed,  which  made  every  man  and 
bo/  capable  of  bcwring  arms  a  soldier ;  and  those 
who  could  not  bear  arms  in  the  field,  acted  as 
icovotts  for  colkctmg  deserters  and  returning 


them.  This  enabled  the  enemy  to  bring  almost 
his  entire  strength  into  the  field. 

The  enemy  had  concentrated  the  bulk  of  his 
forces  east  of  the  Mississippi  into  two  armies, 
commanded  by  Generals  H.  E.  Lee  and  J.  E. 
Johnston,  his  ablest  and  best  generals.  The 
army  commanded  by  Lee  occupied  the  south 
bank  of  the  Rapidan,  extending  from  Mine  Run 
westward,  strongly  intrenched,  covering  and 
defending  Richmond,  the  rebel  capital,  against 
tbe  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  army  under 
Johnston  occupied  a  strongly-intrenched  posi- 
tion at  Dalton,  Oeorgia,  covering  and  defending 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  a  place  of  great  importance  as 
a  railroad  centre,  against  the  armies  under 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman.  In  addition  to 
these  armies,  he  had  a  large  cavalry  force  under 
Forrest,  in  North-east  Mississippi ;  a  consider- 
able force,  of  all  arms,  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, and  in  the  western  part  of  Virginia,  and  ex- 
treme eastern  part  of  Tennessee ;  and  also  con- 
frontine  our  searcoast  garrisons,  and  holding 
blockaded  ports  '•^here  we  had  no  foothold  upon 
land. 

These  two  armios,  and  the  cities  covered  and 
defended  by  them,  were  the  main  objective 
points  of  the  campaign.  • 

Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Mintary  Divi- 
sion of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  all  the  armies 
and  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  to 
the  AUeghanies,  and  the  Department  of  Arkan- 
sas, west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  the  immediate 
command  of  the  armies  operating  against  John- 
ston. 

Major-General  George  G.  Meade  had  the  im- 
mediate command  of  &e  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
from  where  I  exercised  general  supervision  of 
the  movements  of  all  our  armies. 

Greneral  Sherman  was  instructed  to  move 
against  Johnston's  army,  to  break  it  up,  and  to 
go  into  the  interior  of  the  enemv*s  country  as 
far  as  he  could,  inflicting  aD  the  damage  he 
could  upon  their  war  resources.  If  the  enemy 
in  his  front  showed  signs  of  joining  Lee,  to  fol- 
low him  up  to  the  fdl  extent  of  his  ability, 
while  I  would  prevent  the  concentration  of  Lee 
upon  him  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  do  so.  More  specific  written 
instructions  were  not  given,  for  the  reason  that 
I  had  talked  over  with  nim  the  plans  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  was  satisfied  that  he  understood 
them  and  would  execute  them  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks,  then  on  an  expedi- 
tion up  Red  river  against  Shreveport,  Louisi- 
ana, (which  had  been  organized  previous  to  my 
appointment  to  command),  was  notified  by  me 
on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  of  the  importance  it 
was  that  Shreveport  should  be  taken  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  day,  and  that  if  he  found  that  tiie 
taking  of  it  would  occupy  from  ten  to  fifteen 
days'  more  time  than  General  Sherman  had  given 
his  troops  to  be  absent  from  their  command,  he 
would  send  them  back  at  the  time  specified  by 
General  Sherman,  even  if  it  led  to  the  abandon- 
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ment  of  the  main  object  of  the  Red  river  ex- 
pedition, for  this  force  was  necessary  to  move- 
ments east  of  the  Mississippi ;  that  should  his 
expedition  prove  successfcu,  he  would  hold 
Shreveport  and  the  Red  river  with  such  force 
as  he  might  deem  necessary,  and  return  the  bal- 
ance of  his  troops  to  the  neighborhood  of  New 
Orleans,  commencing  no  move  for  the  further 
acquisition  of  territory,  unless  it  was  to  make 
that  then  held  by  him  more  easily  held ;  that  it 
might  be  a  part  of  the  spring  campaign  to  move 
against  Mobile ;  that  it  certainly  would  be  if 
troops  enough  could  be  obtained  to  make  it, 
without  embarrassing  other  movements;  that 
New  Orleans  would  be  the  point  of  departure 
for  such  an  expedition ;  also,  that  I  had  directed 
Oeneral  Steele  to  make- a  real  move  from  Arkan- 
sas, as  sugeested  by  him  (General  Banks,)  in- 
stead of  a  demonstration,  as  Steele  thought  ad- 
visable. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  March,  in  addition  to 
the  foregoing  notification  and  directions,  he  was 
instructed  as  follows : 

"First  If  successful  in  your  expedition 
against  Shreveport,  that  you  turn  over  the  de- 
fence of  the  Red  river  to  Qeneral  Steele  and 
th^navy. 

"Second.  That  yoxi  abandon  Texas  entirelv, 
with  the  exception  of  your  hold  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  This  can  be  held  with  four  thousand 
men,  if  they  will  turn  their  attention  immediate- 
ly to  fort^ing  their  positions.  At  least  one 
half  of  the  force  required  for  this  service  might 
be  taken  from  the  colored  troops. 

"Third.  By  properly  fortifying  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  tne  force  to  guard  it  from  Port 
Hudson  to  New  Orleans  can  be  reduced  to  ten 
thousand  men,  if  not  to  a  less  number.  Six 
thousand  more  would  then  hold  all  the  rest  of 
the  territory  necessary  to  hold  until  active  ope- 
rations can  again  be  resumed  west  of  the  river. 
According  to  your  last  return  this  would  give 
you  a  force  of  over  thirty  thousand  effective 
men  with  whicb  to  move  against  Mobile.  To 
this  I  expect  to  add  five  uousand  men  from 
Missouri.  If,  however,  you  think  the  force  here 
stated  too  small  to  hold  the  territory  regarded 
as  necessary  to  hold  possession  of.  I  would  say 
concentrate  at  least  twenty-five  thousand  men 
of  your  present  command  for  operations  against 
Mobile.  With  these  and  such  additions  as  I 
can  give  you  from  elsewhere,  lose  no  time  in 
making  a  demonstration,  to  be  followed  by  an 
attack  upon  Mobile.  Two  or  more  iron-clads 
will  be  ordered  to  report  to  Admiral  Farragut 
This  gives  him  a  strong  naval  fleet  with  which 
to  co5perate.  Ton  can  make  your  own  ar- 
rangements with  the  Admiral  for  his  coopera- 
tion, and  select  vour  own  line  of  approach. 
My  own  idea  of  the  matter  is  that  Pasoagoula 
should  be  your  base,  but,  from  your  long  ser- 
vice in  the  Gulf  Department,  you  will  know 
best  about  the  matter.  It  is  intended  that  your 
movements  shall  be  cooperative  with  move- 
ments elsewhere,  and  you  cannot  now  start  too 
■ooB.    All  I  would  now  add  is,  that  you  com- 


mence the  conoentratiun  of  your  forces  at  once. 
Preserve  a  profound  secrecy  of  what  von  ioteod 
doing,  and  start  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
«  U.  8.  Grant, 

LtootHUUit'GflMnL 

"  Major-General  N.  P.  Bakkb." 

Major-General  Meade  was  instructed  that 
Lee*s  army  would  be  his  objective  point ;  th&t 
wherever  Lee  went  be  would  go  also.  For  his 
movement  two  plans  presented  themselves: 
One  to  cross  the  Rapidan  below  Lee,  moving 
b^  his  right  flank ;  the  other  above,  moving  by 
his  left  Each  presented  advantages  over  the 
other,  with  corresponding  objections.  By 
crossing  above,  Lee  would  be  cut  off  from  aU 
chance  of  ignoring  Richmond  or  going  north  on 
a  raid.  But  if  we  took  this  route  all  we  did 
would  have  to  be  done  while  the  rations  we 
started  with  held  out ;  besides,  it  separated  na 
from  Butler,  so  that  be  could  not  be  directed 
how  to  cooperate.  If  we  took  the  other  route, 
Brandy  Station  could  be  used  as  a  base  of  sap- 
plies  until  another  was  secured  on  the  York  or 
James  river.  Of  these,  however,  it  was  de- 
cided to  take  the  lower  route.  , 

The  following  letter  of  instruction  was  ad- 
dressed to  Major-General  B.  F.  Butler : 

Worn  IfoinoB,  Ta.,  April  S,  1861. 

"GsNBftAi.:  In  the  spring  campaign,  which  it 
is  desirable  shall  commence  at  as  early  a  day  sa 
practicable,  it  is  proposed  to  have  cooperative 
action  of  all  the  armies  in  the  field,  as  fiu*  as 
this  object  can  be  accomplished. 

"  It  will  not  be  possible  to  unite  our  armies 
into  two  or  three  laree  ones,  to  act  as  so  many 
units,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  hold- 
ing on  to  the  territorv  aheady  taken,  from  the 
enemy.  But,  generally  speaking,  concentration 
can  be  practi(»lly  effected  by  armies  moving  to 
the  interior  of  bie  enemy's  country  frt>m  the 
territory  they  have  to  guard.  By  such  move- 
ment they  interpose  themselves  between  the 
enemy  and  the  country  to  be  guarded,  thereby 
reducing  the  number  necessary  to  guard  im- 
portant points,  or  at  least  occupy  the  attention 
of  a  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  if  no  greater 
object  is  gained.  Lee's  army  and  Richmond 
being  the  greater  objects  toward  which  our 
attention  must  be  directed  in  the  next  cam- 
paign, it  is  desirable  to  unite  all  the  force  we 
can  a^nst  them.  The  necessity  of  covering 
Washmg^n  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
of  covering  your  department  with  your  army, 
makes  it  impossible  to  imite  these  forces  at  the 
b^inning  of  any  move.  I  propose,  therefore, 
w&t  comes  nearest  this  of  anything  that  seems 
practicable :  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  act 
from  its  present  base,  Lee's  army  beinff  the 
objective  point  Tou  will  collect  all  the  forces 
from  your  command  that  can  be  spared  from  gar- 
rison dnty — ^I*  should  say  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  effective  men — to  operate  on  the 
south  side  of  James  River,  Richmond  being 
your  objective  point    To  tiie  force  yoa  ahready 
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bre  viH  be  added  about  ten  thousatid  men 
from  South  Garolina,  under  Major-General  Gill- 
moTB,  who  will  command  them  in  '  person. 
Major-General  W.  F.  Smith  is  ordered  to  report 
to  TOO,  to  command  the  troops  sent  into  the 
field  from  yonr  own  department 

''Qeneral  Gillroore  will  be  ordered  to  report 
to  jTOQ  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with  all  the  troops 
on  tnosports,  hy  the  eighteenth  instant,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable. .  Should  you  not 
receive  notice  by  that  time  to  move,  you  will 
Bike  such  disposilion  of  them  and  your  other 
forces  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  de- 
oetTe  fbe  enemy  as  to  the  real  move  to  be 
mde. 

"  When  you  are  notified  to  move,  take  City 
PMDt  with  as  much  force  as  possible.  Fortify, 
or  rather  intrench,  at  once,  and  concentrate  all 
your  troops  for  the  field  there  as  rapidly  as  you 
en.  From  City  Point  directions  cannot  be 
given  it  this  time  for  your  further  movements. 

"Tbe  hct  that  has  already  been  stated — that 
iif  tiiat  Richmond  is  to  be  your  objective  point, 
tad  that  there  is  to  be  cooperation  between 
your  force  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — 
DQst  be  your  guide.  This  indicates  the  neces- 
Btj  of  your  holding  close  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  Janies  river  as  you  advance.  Then,  should 
tbe  enemy  be  forced  into  his  intrenchments  in 
Rkfamond,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  fol- 
low, and  by  means  of  transports  the  two  armies 
woold  become  a  unit 

'  AH  the  minor  details  of  yonr  advance  are 
kft  entirely  to  your  direction.  If,  however, 
joa  think  it  practicable  to  use  your  cavalry 
loQth  of  you,  so  as  to  cut  the  railroad  about 
flicks*  ford  about  the  time  of  the  general  ad- 
vance, it  would  be  of  immense  advantage. 

*  Ton  win  please  forward  for  my  information, 
it  the  earliest  practicable  da/,  all  orders,  de- 
taik,  and  instructions  you  may  give  for  the 
tfeciiticm  of  this  order. 

«U.  S.  Oraht, 
**  UmtonAiit-G^iMnL 
*lUjor-6eneral  B.  F.  Botleb." 

Oq  tiie  sixteenth^  these  instructions  were 
mbetHitially  reiterated.  '  On  the  nineteenth,  in 
order  to  secure  fall  cooperation  between  his 
anay  and  that  of  (general  Meade,  he  was 
inforned  that  I  expected  him  to  move  from 
Fort  Monroe  the  same  daythat  General  Meade 
moved  from  Culpepper.  The  exact  time  I  was 
to  telegraph  him  as  soon  as  it  was  fixed,  and 
ftst  it  would  not  be  earlier  than  the  twenty- 
Kventii  of  April ;  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
fight  Lee  between  Culpepper  and  Richmond,  if 
M  wodd  stuid.  Should  he,  however,  fsJl  back 
iato  Bicfamood,  I  would  follow  up  and  make  a 
raaetioo  witii  his  (Creneral  Butler's)  army  on  the 
hat»  river ;  that,  could  I  be  certain  he  would 
be  able  to  invest  Richmond  on  the  south  side, 
•0  aa  to  have  his  left  resting  on*  the  James 
above  the  dij,  I  would  form  the  junction  there ; 
tibat  drcumstancee  might  make  this  course  ad- 
Tiable  anyhow;   that  he  should   use  every 


exertion  to  secure  footing  as  far  up  the  south 
side  of  the  river  as  he  could,  and  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  receipt  of  orders  to  move ;  that  if 
he  coidd  not  carry  the  city,  he  should  at  least  de- 
tain as  large  a  force  as  possible. 

In  cooperation  with  the  main  movements 
against  Lee  and  Johnston,  I  was  desirous  of 
using  all  other  troops  necessarily  kept  in  de- 
partments remote  from  the  fields  of  immediate 
operations,  and  also  jthose  kept  in  the  back- 
ground for  the  protection  of  our  extended  lines 
between  the  loyal  States  and  the  armies  opera- 
ting against  them. 

A  very  considerable  force,  under  command  of 
Major^eneral  Sigel,  was  so  held  for  the  pro- 
tection of  West  Virginia,  and  the  frontiers  oi 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  While  these 
troops  could  not  be  withdrawn  to  distant  fields 
without  exposing  the  North  to  invasion  by 
comparatively  small  bodies  of  the  enemy,  they  . 
could  act  directly  to  their  front  and  give  better 
protection  than  if  lying  idle  in  garrison.  By 
such  a  movement  they  would  either  compel  the 
enemy  to  detach  largely  for  the  protection  of 
bis  supplies  and  lines  of  communication,  or  he 
would  lose  tliero.  Cleneral  Sigel  was  therefore 
direct^  to  organize  all  his  available  force  into 
two  expeditions,  to  move  from  Beverly  and 
Charleston,  under  command  of  Qenerals  Ord  and 
Crook,  against  the  East  Tennesee  and  Virginia 
raikoad.  Subsequently,  General  Ord  having 
been  relieved  at  his  own  request,  General  Sigel 
was  instructed,  at  his  own  suggestion,  to  give 
up  the  expedition  by  Beverly,  and  to  form  two 
columns,  one  under  General  Crook,  on  the  Ka- 
nawha, numbering  about  ten  thousand  men,  and 
one  on  ^e  Shenandoah,  numbering  about  seven 
thousand  men.  The  one  on  the  Snenandoah  to 
assemble  between  Cumberland  and  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  ih%  infantry  and  artiUery  advanced  to 
Cedar  Creek  with  such  cavalry  as  could  be 
made  available  at  the  moment,  to  threaten  the 
enemy  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  advance 
as  far  as  possible  ;  while  General  Crook  would 
take  possession  of  Lewisbui^  with  part  of  his 
force  and  move  down  the  Tennessee  raihroad, 
doing  as  much  damage  as  he  could,  destroying 
the  New  river  bridge  and  salt  works  at  Salt- 
viUe,  Va. 

Owine  to  the  weather  and  bad  condition  of 
the  roads,  operations  were  delayed  until  the 
first  of  May,  when,  everything  being  in  readi- 
ness and  the  roads  favorable,  orders  were  given 
for  a  general  movement  of.  all  the  armies  not 
later  than  the  fourth  of  May. 

My  first  object  being  to  break  the  militarv 
power  of  the  rebellion  and  capture  the  enemy  s 
important  stroneholds,  made  me  desirous  that 
General  Butler  should  succeed  in  his  movement 
against  Richmond,  as  that  would  tend  more  than 
anything  else,  unless  it  were  the  capture  of 
Lee^s  army,  to  accompli^  this  desired  result  in 
the  East  If  it  failed,  jt  was  my  determination, 
by  hard  fighting,  either  to  compel  Lee  to  re- 
treat, or  to  so  cnpple  him  that  he  could  not  de- 
tach a  large  force  to  go  north  ana  still  retaiQ 
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enough  for  the  defence  of  Richmond.  It  was 
weH  understood,  by  both  Generals  Butler  and 
Meade,  before  starting  on  the  campai^,  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  put  both  their  armies 
south  of  the  James  river,  in  case  of  failure  to 
destroy  Lee  without  it 

Before  giving  General  Butler  his  instructions, 
I  visited  him  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  in  conversa- 
tion pointed  out  the  apparent  importance  of 
getting  possession  of  Petersburg  «knd  destroying 
railroad  communication  as  far  south  as  possible. 
Believing,  however,  in  the  practicability  of 
capturing  Richmond  unless  it  was  reinforced,  I 
made  that  the  objective  point  of  his  operations. 
As  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  to  move  si- 
multaneously with  him,  Lee  could  not  detach 
from  his  army  with  satety,  and  the  enemy  did 
not  have  troops  elsewhere  to  bring  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  in  time  to  meet  a  rapid  move- 
.ment  from  the  north  of  James  river. 

I  may  here  state  that,  commanding  all  the 
armies  as  I  did,  I  tried,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
leave  General  Meade  in  independent  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  My  instructions 
for  that  armv  were  all  through  him,  and  were 
general  in  their  nature,  leaving  all  the  details 
and  the  execution  to  him.  The  campaigiiH  that 
followed  proved  him  to  be  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  His  commanding  always  in  the 
presence  of  an  officer  superior  to  him  in  rank, 
has  drawn  from  him  much  of  that  public  atten- 
tion tliat  his  zeal  and  ability  entitled  him  to, 
and  which  he  would  otherwise  have  received. 

The  movement  of  the  Armjr  of  the  Potomac 
commenced  early  on  the  mornmg  of  the  fourth 
of  May,  under  the  immediate  direction  and 
orders  of  Maior-General  Meade,  pursuant  to  in- 
structions. Before  night  the  whole  army  was 
across  the  Kapidan  (the  Fifth  and  Sixth  corps 
crossing  at  Germama  ford,  and  ^the  Second 
corps  at  United  States  ford,  the  cavalry,  under 
Major-General  Sheridan,  moving  in  advance), 
with  the  greater  part  of  its  trains,  numbering 
about  four  thousand  wagons,  meeting  with  but 
slight  opposition.  The  average  distance  trav- 
elled by  the  troops  that  day  was  about  twelve 
miles.  This  I  ^regarded  as  a  great  success,  and 
it  removed  from  my  mind  the  most  serious  ap- 
prehensions I  had  entertained,  that  of  orossine 
the  river  in  the  fBWje  of  an  active,  large,  well- 
appointed,  and  nbly-commanded  army,  and  how 
so  large  a  train  was  to  be  carried  through  a 
hostile  country  and  protected.  Early  on  the 
fifth,  the  advance  corps  (the  Fifth,  Maior-Gene- 
ral G.  K.  Warren  commanding),  met  and  engaged 
the  enemy  outside  his  intrenchments  near  ^One 
Run.  The  battle  raged  furiously  all  day,  the 
whole  army  being  brought  into  the  fight  as  fast 
as  the  corps  could  be  got  upon  the  field,  which, 
considering  the  density  of  the  forest  and  nar- 
rowness of  the  roads,  was  done  with  commend- 
able promptness.  . 

(General  Bumside,  with  the  Ninth  corps,  was, 
at  the  time  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  moved, 
left  with  the  bulk  of  his  oorps  at  the  crossing  of 
the   Rappahannock  river  and  Alezaadria  rail- 


road, b61ding  the  road  back  to  •Boll  Ran,  witk 
instructions  not  to  move  until  he  received  notioe 
that  a  crossing  of  the  Rapidan  was  secured,  hot 
to  move  promptly  as  soon  as  such  notice  was 
received.  This  crossing  he  was  apprised  of  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  fourth.  By  six  o'clock  of 
the  morning  of  the  sixth,  he  was  leading  his 
corps  into  action  near  the  Wilderness  tsTem, 
some  of  his  troops  having  marched  a  distanoe 
of  over  thirty  mues,  crossing  both  the  Bappir 
hannock  and  Rapidan  rivers.  Considering  iiai 
a  kurge  proportion,  probably  two  thirds  of  his 
command,  was  composed  of  new  troops,  un- 
accustomed to  marches  and  carrying  the  aoooa- 
trements  of  a  soldier,  this  was  a  ranarkthle 
march. 

The  battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  renewed  by 
us  at  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth, 
and  continued  with  unabated  fury  until  da^- 
ness  set  in,  each  army  holding  substantially  the 
same  position  that  thev  had  on  the  evening  of 
the  fifth.  After  dark,  the  enemy  made  a  feeble 
attempt  to  turn  our  right  flank,  capturine  seve- 
ral hundred  prisoners,  and  creating  consiaerable 
confusion.  But  the  promptness  of  Geneial 
Sedgwick,  who  was  personally  present  and  ooo- 
manding  that  part  of  our  line,  soon  reformed  it 
and  restored  order.  On  the  morning  of  tiie 
seventh,  reconnoissances  showed  that  die  enem? 
had  fallen  behind  his  intrenched  lines,  wim 
pickets  to  the  front,  covering  a  part  of  the  hat- 
tie-field.  From  this  it  was  evident  to  my  mmd 
that  the  two  days'  fighting  had  natisfied  fairo  of 
his  inability  to  further  maintun  the  contest  in 
tiie  open  field,  notwithstanding  his  advantage  of 
position,  and  that  he  would  wait  an  attad^  be- 
hind his  works.  I  therefore  determined  to  push 
on  and  put  my  whole  force  between  him  and 
Richmond ;  and  orders  were  at  once  issued  for 
a  movement  bv  his  right  flank.  On  the  night  of 
the  seventh  the  march  was  commenced  toward 
Spottsylvania  Court-house,  the  Fifth  oorps  moT- 
ing  on  the  most  direct  road.  But  the  enemy 
having  become  apprised  of  our  movement,  and 
having  the  shorter  line,  was  enabled  to  reaoh 
there  first  On  the  eighth.  General  Warren  met 
a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been  sent  out 
to  oppose  and  delay  his  advance,  to  gain  tinte  to 
fortify  the  line  taken  up  at  Spottsylvania.  This 
force  was  steadily  driven  oack  on  the  main 
force,  within  the  reoently-conitraoted  works, 
after  considerable  fighting,  resulting  in  aevere 
loss  to  both  sides.  On  the  morning^  of  the  ninth, 
General  Sheridan  started  on  a  raid  against  the 
enemy's  lines  of  communication  with  RiohmoiKL 
The  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  were  spent  in 
manoeuvring  and  fighting,  without  decisive  re- 
sults. Among  the  killed  on  the  ninth  was  tiiat 
able  and  distinguished  soldier  Major-Oenenl 
John  Sedgwick,  oommandingthe  Sixth  Arm 
Corps.  Msgor-General  H.  G.  Wright  soooeeded 
him  in  command.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  a  general  attach  was  made  on  the  ene* 
my  in  position.  The  Second  oorps,  M^jor-Gene* 
rai  Hancock  commanding,  earned  a  nlient  of 
his  line,  capturing  most  of  Johneton's  dtvisioa 


DOCUMENTS- 


SSI 


of  EweD'a  corps  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery, 
ftitthe  resistance  was  so  obstinate  that  the  ad- 
vantage  gained  did  not  prove  decisive.  The 
tbirteent^  foorteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  sev- 
eoteeoth.  and  eighteenth  were  consumed  in 
iBao<B07rhig  and  awaiting  the  arrival  of  rein- 
^eemeati  from  Washington.  Deeming  it  im- 
prMticsble  to  make  any  further  attack  upon  the 
eaemjat  Bpott^lvania  Court-house,  orders  were 
isnied  on  tne  eighteenth  with  a'view  to  a  move- 
Bkent  to  the  Nortii  Anna,  to  commence  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth.  Late  in 
tiie  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  EweU's  corps 
came  out  of  its  works  on  our  extreme  right 
fiank;  bat  the  attack  was  promptly  repulsed, 
with  heavy  loss.  This  delayed  the  movement 
to  the  North  Anna  until  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
bti,  when  it  was  commenced.  But  the  enemy 
again  having  the  short  line,  and  being  in  pos- 
lenioD  of  the  main  roads,  was  enabled  to  reach 
the  N(Hth  Anna  in  advance  of  us,  and  took  po- 
iition  behind  it  The  Fifth  corps  reached  the 
Kflrth  Anna  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
third,  doeely  followed  by  the  Sixth  corps.  The 
Secood  and  Ninth  corps  got  up  about  the  same 
tine,  the  Second  holding  the  railroad  bridge 
vtd  the  Ninth  lying  be^een  that  and  Jericho 
M.  Oeneral  Warren  effected  a  crossing  the 
■me  afternoon,  and  got  into  position  without 
■Qch  opposition.  Soon  after  getting  into  posi- 
tioQ  he  was  violently  attacked,  but  repulsed  the 
aemf  with  jgreat  slaughter.  On  the  twenty- 
VSi  Qeneral  Sheridan  rejoined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  from  the  raid  on  which  he  started  from 
Spottajlvania,  having  destroyed  the  depots  at 
BetTer  Dam  and  AsUand  stations,  four  trains 
of  cars,  hree  supplies  of  rations,  and  many 
■iles  of  raihroad  track ;  recaptiured  about  four 
hndred  of  our  men  on  their  way  to  Richmond 
ttpriBoners  of  war ;  met  and  defeated  the  ene- 
Mf$  cavalry  at  Yellow  Tavern ;  carried  the  first 
Be  of  works  around  Richmond  ^but  finding  the 
lecood  line  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  assault), 
ncroved  to  the  norw  bank  of  the  Chickahom- 
■7  at  Meadow's  Bridge,  under  heavy  fire,  and 
ftited  by  a  detour  to  jBaxall's  landing,  on  the 
AfflKg  river,  where  he  communicated  with  Gen- 
cai  Botler.  This  raid  had  the  effect  of  drawing 
tf  ^  whole  of  the  enemy's  cavahy  force,  ana 
asking  it  comparatively  easy  to   guard  our 

General  Bufler  moved  his  main  force  up  the 
^ittea  river,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  on 
ie  tarnUi  of  May,  General  Gillmore  having 
JBoed  with  the  Tenth  corps.  At  the  same  time 
ae  not  a  force  of  one  thousand  eieht  hundred 
owahy,  bv  way  of  West  Point,  to  form  a  iunc- 
te  widi  him  wherever  he  might  get  a  foothold, 
Mi  a  force  of  three  thousand  cavalry,  under 
CWil  Kuitz,  from  Suffolk,  to  operate  against 
^  load  south  of  Petersbui^  and  Richmond. 
Oi  die  fiftti  he  occupied,  without  opposition, 
M  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred,  his 
•Bveoieitt  belDg  a  complete  surprise.^  On  the 
iiz&  be  was  in  position  with  his  main  army, 
tni  ooomenoed  mtrenohing.    On  the  seven& 


he  made  a  reconnoissance  against  the  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  railroad,  destroying  a  por- 
tion of  it  after  some  fighting.  On  the  ninth  he 
telegraphed  as  follows : 

<(  HBADqClXEBia  SEAM  Bbbxuda  LAHinvo,  1 
May  9,  1864.  J 

**  Our  operations  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words.  With  one  thousand  seven  hundred  cav- 
alry we  have  advanced  up  the  Peninsula,  forced 
the  Ghickahominy,  and  have  safely  brought 
them  to  our  present  position.  These  were  col- 
ored cavalry,  and  are  now  holding  our  advance 
pickets  toward  Richmond. 

*'  General  Kautz,  with  three  thoasand  cavalry 
from  Suffolk,  on  the  same  day  witli  our  move- 
ment up  James  river,  forced  the  Blackwater, 
burned  the  railroad  bridge  at  Stony  creek,  below 
Peterbsurg,  cutting  in  two  Beauregard's  force  at 
that  point 

"  We  have  landed  here,  intrenched  ourselves, 
destroyed  many  miles  of  raihroad,  and  got  a  po- 
sition which,  with  proper  supplies,  we  can  hold 
out  against  the  whole  of  Lee  s  army.  I  have 
ordered  up  the  supplies. 

"Beauregard,  with  a  large  portion  of  his 
force,  was  left  south  by  the  cutting  of  the  rail- 
roads by  Kautz.  That  portion  which  reached 
Petersbnrg  under  Hill  I  have  whipped  to-day, 
killing  and  wounding  many,  and  taking  Qiany 
prisoners,  after  a  severe  and  well-contested 
fight 

"  General  Grant  wiU  not  be  troubled  with 
any  further  reinforcemeuts  to  Lee  from  Beau- 
r^ard's  force. 

^  Bknjamin  F.  Butlsr, 

"imor4J«ii«r*L 

«  Son.  B.  M.  Stanton. 

*<flecretaryofWar." 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth  and  morning 
of  the  fourteenth  he  carried  a  portion  of  the 
enemy's  first  Hue  of  defence  at  Driury's  Bluff,  or 
Fort  Darling,  with  small  loss.  The  time  thus 
consumed  from  the  sixth  lost  to  us  the  benefit 
of  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Richmond  and 
Petersburg,  enabling,  as  it  did,  Beauregard  to 
collect  his  loose  forces  in  North  and  Souui  Caro- 
lina and  bring  them  to  the  defence  of  those 
places.  On  the  sixteenth  the  enemy  attacked 
General  Butler  in  his  position  in  front  of 
Drury's  Bluflf.  He  was  forced  back,  or  drew 
back,  into  his  intrenchments  between  the  forks 
of  the  James  and  Appomattox  rivers,  the  ene- 
my intrenching  strongly  in  his  front,  thus  cov- 
ering his  railroads,  the  city,  and  all  that  was 
valtiable  to  him.  His  anny,  therefore,  though 
in  a  position  of  great  security,  was  as  com- 
pletely shut  off  from  further  operations  directly 
against 'Richmond  as  if  it  had  been  in  a  bottle 
strongly  corked.  It  required  but  a  compara* 
tively  small  force  of  the  enemy  to  hold  it  there. 

On  the  twelfth  General  Kautz  with  his  cav- 
alry was  started  on  a  raid  against  the  DanviUe 
railroad,  which  he  struck  at  Coalfield,  Powhatan, 
and  Chola  stations,  destroying  them,  the  railroad 
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track,  two  freight  trains,  and  on6  locomotive, 
together  with  large  qoaniitieB  of  commissary 
and  other  stores ;  thence  orossine*  to  the  South 
Side  road,  struck  it  at  Wilson's,  Wellsville,  and 
Black  and  White  stations,  destroying  the  road 
and  station-houses ;  thence  he  proceeded  to 
City  Point,  which  he  reached  on  the  eighteenth. 

On  ^e  eighteenth  of  April,  and  prior  to  the 
movement  of  (General  Butler,  the  enem^  with  a 
land  force  under  Oeneral  Hoke  and  an  iron-clad 
ram,  attacked  Plymouth,  N.  C,  commanded  by 
GeneraMS.  W.  Weasels,  and  our  gunboats  there, 
and  after  severe  fighting,  tibie  place  was  carried 
by  assault  and  the  entire  garrison  and  armament 
captured.  The  gunboat  Smithfield  was  sunk 
and  the  Miami  disabled. 

The  army  sent  to  operate  against  Richmond 
having  hermetically  sealed  itself  up  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  bring  the 
most  if  not  all  the  reinforcements  brought  from 
the  South  by  Beauregard  against  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  In  addition  to  this  reinforce- 
ment, a  very  considerable  one,  probably  not 
less  than  fifteen  thousand  men,  was  obtained  by 
odling  in  the  scattered  troops  under  Breckin- 
ridge from  the  western  part  of  Vireinia. 

'Die  position  at  Bermuda  Hundred  was  as 
easy  to  defend  as  it  was  difficult  to  operate 
from  against  the  enemy.  I  determined,  there- 
fore, to  bring  from  it  all  available  forces,  leaving 
only  enough  to  secure  what  had  been  gained ; 
and  accordingly,  on  the  twenty-second,  I  directed 
that  they  be  sent  forward,  under  command  of 
Major-General  W.  F.  Smith,  to  join  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  the  Ninth  Army 
Cocps,  commanded  by  Maior-Gbneral  A.  £. 
Burnside,  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  from  this  time  forward  constituted  a 
portion  of  Major^Oeneral  Meade's  command. 

Finding  the  enemy's  position  on  the  North 
Anna  stronger  than  either  of  his  previous  ones, 
I  withdrew  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  to 
the  north  bank  of  the  North  Anna,  and  moved, 
via  Hanover  ton,  to  turn  the  enemy's  position 
by  his  right 

Generals  Torbert  and  Merritfs  divisions  of 
cavalry,  under  Sheridan,  and  the  Sixth  corps 
led  the  advance ;  crossed  the  Pamunkey  river 
at  Hauoverton  after  considerable  fighting,  and 
on  the  twenty-eighth  the  two  divisions  of  cav- 
alry had  a  severe  but  successful  engagement 
with  the  enemy  at  Hawes'  shop. .  On  the  twenty- 
ninth  and  thirtieth  w^  advanced,  with  heavy 
skirmishing,  to  the  Hanover  Court-house  and 
Cold  Harbor  road,  and  developed  the  enemy's 
position  north  of  the  Chickahominy.  Late  on 
the  evening  of  the  last  day  the  enemy  came  out 
and  attacked  our  left,  but  was  repulsed  with 
very  considerable  loss.  An  attack  was  imme- 
diately ordered  by  (General  Meade  along  his  whole 
line,  which  resulted  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
a  part  of  his  intrenched  skirmish  line. 

On  the  thirty-first  General  Wilson's  division 
of  cavalry  desfroyed  the  railroad  bridges  over 
the  South  Anna  river,  after  defeating  the  ene- 


my's cavahry.  General  Sheridan,  on  fiie  same 
day,  reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  held  it  until 
relieved  by  the  Sixth  corps  and  General  Smi^'s 
command,  who  had  just  arrived,  via  Whice 
House,  from  General  Butler's  army. 

On  tiie  first  day  of  June  an  attack  was  made 
at  5  p.  M.,  by  the  Sixth  corps  and  tiie  troona 
under  General  Smith,  the  other  corps  being  held 
in  readiness  to  advance  on  the  receipt  of  orders. 
This  resulted  in  our  carrying  and  holding  die 
enemy's  first  line  of  works  in  front  of  the  right 
of  the  Sixth  corps  and  in  front  of  Genml 
Smith.  During  tne  attack,  the  enemy  made 
repeated'  assaults  on  each  of  the  corps  not 
engaged  in  the  main  attack,  but  were  repulsed 
with  neavy  loss  in  every  instance.  That  night 
he  made  several  assaults  to  regain  what  he  ^ 
lost  in  the  day,  but  failed.  The  second  was 
spent  in  getting  troops  into  position  for  an 
attack  on  ue  third,  On  the  third  of  June  wa 
again  assaulted  the  enemy's  works,  in  the  hope 
of  driving  him  from  his  position.  Jn  this  at- 
tempt our  loss  was  heavy,  while  that  of  the 
enemy,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  was  compara- 
tively light  It  was  the  only  general  attack 
made  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James  which  did 
not  inflict  upon  the  enemy  losses  to  compensate 
for  our  own  losses.  I  would  not  be  understood 
as  saying  that  aU  previous  attacks  resulted  in 
victories  to  our  arms,  or  accomplished  as  mack 
as  I  had  hoped  from  them ;  but  they  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy  severe  losses,  which  tended,  in 
the  end,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  to  his  de- 
fences aronna  Richmond,  it  was  impossible  by 
any  flank  movement  to  interpose  between  him 
and  the  city.  I  was  still  in  a  condidoD  to 
either  move  by  his  left  flank  and  invest  Rich- 
mond from  the  north  side,  or  continue  my  mov« 
by  his  right  flank  to  the  south  side  of  the  James. 
While  the  former  might  have  been  better  as  a 
covering  for  Washington,  yet  a  full  snrvey  of 
all  the  groynd  satisfied  me  that  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  hold  a  line  north  and  east  of 
Richmond  that  would  protect  the  Fredericks* 
bure  railroad— a  long,  vulnerable  line,  which 
womd  exhaust  much  of  our  strength  to  guard, 
and  that  would  have  to  be  protected  to  supply 
tlie  armpr,  and  would  leave  open  to  flie  enemy 
aO  his  hnes  of  communication  on  the  south  side 
of  the  James.  My  idea,  from  the  start,  had 
been  to  beat  Lee's  army  north  of  Richmond  H 
possible.  Then,  after  aestroying  his  lines  ol 
communication  north  of  the  James  river,  to 
transfer  the  army  to  Uie  south  side  and  besieee 
Lee  in  Richmond,  or  follow  him  eoath  if  he 
should  retreat  After  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  deemed  it  d 
the  first  importance  to  run  no  rial^s  with  tht 
army  he  then  had.  He  acted  purely  on  the 
defensive  behind  breastworks,  or  feeUy  on  tlie 
offensive  immediately  in  front  of  them,  and 
where,  in  case  of  repulse,  he  oould  easOy  retire 
behind  them.  Witnout  a  ereater  sacrifice  ol 
life  than  I  was  willing  to  mace,  all  oould  not  be 
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accomplished  tliat  I  had  designed  north  of 
Bicbmoiid.  I  therefore  determined  to  continue 
to  bold  suhstantially  the  ground  we  then  occn- 
pied,  tJdng  advantage  of  any  favorable  circnm- 
BtiDces  that  mi^ht  present  themselves,  until  the 
cxnkj  could  be  sent  to  Charlottesville  and 
Gordoosvilley  to  effectoally  break  up  the  railroad 
ooDoecdoQ  between  Richmond  ana  the  Shenan- 
doah YflUey  and  L^chbuig ;  and,  when  (he 
csTsby  ^t  well  of^  to  move  the  arm j  to  the 
Notfa  Bide  of  the  James  river,  by  the  enemy's 
right  flank,  where  I  felt  I  could  out  off  all  his 
•ources  of  snpplv  except  hj  the  canaL 

On  the  sevendb,  two  divisions  of  cavalry,  un- 
der General  Sheridan,  eot  off  on  the  expedition 
agiiint  die  Virginia  Central  railroad,  with  in- 
linictioDS  to  Hunter,  whom  I  hoped  he  would 
met  near  Charlottesville,  to  join  his  forces  to 
Steridan's,  and  after  the  work  laid  out  for  them 
was  ttioroughly  done,  to  join  the  Array  of  ihe 
Fbtomac  by  the  route  laid  down  in  Sheridan's 
iastnictioDS. 

On  the  tenth  of  'June,  General  Butler  sent  a 
fisrce  of  infantry  under  Greneral  Gillmore,  and 
cinlrj  under  Ckneral  Elautz,  to  capture  Peters- 
bvg  if  possible,  and  destroy  the  railroad  and 
Mounon  bridges  across  the  Appomattox.  The 
ATalzy  carried  the  works  on  the  south  side, 
nd  pene^ted  well  toward  the  town,  but  were 
fcrced  to  retire.  General  Gillmore  finding  the 
w»>rkg  which  he  approached  very  strong,  and 
deonhtf  an  assault  impracticable,  returned  to 
Bermuda  Hundred  without  attempting  one. 

Attaching  great  importance  to  the  possession 
of  PeterBbori^,  I  sent  back  to  Bermuda  Hundred 
ad  City  Pomt  General  Smith's  command  by 
nter,  via  the  White  House,  to  reach  there  in 
•dfince  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  This 
VIS  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  Peters- 
|wg  before  the  enemy,  oecoming  aware  of  our 
iotntioD, eould  reinforce  theplace. 

The  movement  from  Cold  ^u'bor  commenced 
Aff  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  twelfth ;  one 
fi^iaion  of  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  and 
fte  Fifth  corps  crdssed  the  Chickahominy  at 
Irt»g  Bridge,  and  moved  out  to  Whitei)ak 
fiwamp,  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the  oj^er 
ttrpj  The  advance  corps  reached  James  river, 
jtWfloox's  landing  and  Charles  City  Court- 
wwe,  on  the  night  of  the  thirteenth. 

Pping  three  long  years  the  Annies  of  the 
^Ptomac  and  Northern  Virginia  had  been  con- 
Jl^o^  each  other.  In  that  time  they  had 
«^t  more  desperate  battles  than  it  probably 
wer  brfore  feU  to  the  lot  of  two  armies  to  fight, 
^j^mt  materially  changing  the  vantage  ground 

■  either.  The  Southern  press  and.  people,  with 
Me  ahrewdness  than  was  displayed  in  ttie 
^rft,  finding  that  they  had  failed  to  capture 
jMhiB|ton  and  march  on  to  New  York,  as 
^had  boasted  thev  would  do,  assumed  that 
yyooly  defended  tneir  capital  and  Southern 
Jfitory.    Hence,   Antietam,  (Gettysburg   and 

■  fee  olher  battles  that  had  been  fought,  were 
■y  ton  set  down  as  failures  on  our  part,  and 
'Ktories  for  tiiem.    Their  army  beUeved  this. 


It  produced  a  morale  which  could  only  be  over- 
come by  desperate  and  continuous  hard  fight- 
ing. The  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania.  North  Anna,  and  Cold  Harbor,  bloody 
and  terrible  as  they  were  on  our  bide,  were 
even  more  damagine  to  the  enemy,  and  so  crip- 
pled him  as  to  make  him  wary  ever  after  of 
taking  the  offensive.  His  losses  in  men  were 
probably  not  so  great,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
we  were,  save  in  the  Wilderness,  almost  inva- 
riablv  the  attacking  party;  and  when  he  did 
attack  it  was  in  the  open  field.  The  details  of 
these  battles,  which  for  endurance  and  bravery 
on  the  part  of  the  soldiery  have  rarely  been 
surpassed,  are  given  in  the  report  of  Major- 
Genepd  Meade,  and  the  subordinate  reports  ao- 
compemying  it. 

During  the  campaign  of  forty-three  days, 
from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James  river,  the  army 
had  to  be  supplied  from  an  ever-shifting  base, 
by  wagons,  over  narrow  roads,  through  a 
densely-wooded  country,  with  a  lack  of  wharves 
at  eacn  new  base  from  which  to  conveniently 
discharge  vessels.  Too  much  credit  cannot 
therefore  be  awarded  to  the  quartermaster  and 
commissary  departments  for  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  displayed  by  them.  Under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  tiie  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Brieadier-General  R.  Ingalls,  the  trains  were 
made  to  occupy  all  the  available  roads  between 
the  army  and  our  water  base,  and  but  little  dif- 
ficulty was  experienced  in  protecting  them. 

The  movement  in  the  ^nawha  and  Shenan- 
doah Valleys,  under  General  Sigel,  commenced 
on  the  first  of  May.  General  Crook,  who  had 
the  immediate  command  of  the  Kanawha  expe- 
dition, divided  his  forces  into  two  columns, 
giving  one.  composed  of  cavalry,  to  Greneral 
AverelL  Ihey  crossed  the  mountains  by  sepa- 
rate routes.  Averell  struck' the  Tennessee  and. 
Virginia  Raihoad,  near  Wytheville  on  the 
tenm,  and  proceeding  to  New  river  and  Chris- 
tiansburg,  destroyed  the  road,  several  import- 
ant bridges  and  depots,  including  New  river 
bridge,  forming  a  junction  with  Crook  at  Union 
on  the  fifteentii.  General  Sigel  moved  up  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  met  the  enemy  at  New 
Market  on  the  fifteenth,  and,  after  a  severe  en- 
gagement, was  defeated  with  heavy  loss,  and 
retired  behind  Cedar  Creek.  Not  regarding 
the  operations  of  General  Sigel  as  satisfactory, 
I  asked  his  removal  from  command,  and  Major- 
General  Hunter  was  appointed  to  supersede 
him.  His  instructions  were  embraced  in  the 
following  desjpatches  to  Majoif-Goneral  H.  W. 
Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  army : 

*  Nbae  8nnBiLYJMA  CouBr-Houn,  Ta.,) 
*  May  ao,  1864.    / 

•  •  •  •  « 

"The  enemy  are  evidently  relying  for  sup- 
plies ereatlv  on  such  as  are  brought  over  the 
brancn  road  running  through  Staunton.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  I  mink  it  would  be  better  for 
General  Hunter  to  move  in  that  direction; 
readi  Staunton  and  GordonsviDe  or  Charlottes- 
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Tille,  if  he  does  not  meet  too  much  opposition. 
If  he  can  h61d  at  baj  a  force  equal  to  his  own, 
he  wiU  be  doing  good  service.        ♦        ♦ 
**  U.  8.  Grant, 

*'  Ltoat«iiaiii-<3«B6nL 
**  Major-General  H.  W.  Hallboc'' 

<*  Jbbmbo  Fobd,  Va.,  May  S6,  1884. 
"  If  Hunter  can  possibly  get  to  Charlottesville 
and  Lynchburg,  he  should  do  so,  living  on  the 
country.  The  railroads  and  canal  should  be 
destroyed  beyond  possibility  of  repairs  for 
weeks.  Completing  this,  he  could  find  his  way 
back  to  his  original  base,  or  from  about  Gor- 
,      donsville  join  this  army. 

«U.  8.G1UKT, 
<(  Lieutaoaai-QeiMna. 

"  Major-General  H.  W.  Hallboe." 

General  Hunter  immediately  took  up  the 
offensive,  and  moving  up  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, met  the  enemv  on  the  fifth  of  June  at  Pied- 
mont, and  after  a  battle  of  ten  hours  routed  and 
defeated  him,  capturing,  on  the  field  of  batde 
fifteen  hundred  men,  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  three  hundred  stand  of  small-arms.  On  the 
eighth  of  the  same  month  he  formed  a  junction 
with  Crook  and  Averell  at  Staunton,  from  which 
place  he  moved  direct  on  Lynchburg,  via  Lex- 
ington, which  place  he  reached  and  invested  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  June.  Up  to  this  time  he 
was  very  successful,  and  but  for  the  difficulty 
of  taking  with  him  sufficient  ordnance  stores 
over  so  long  a  march,  through  a  hostile  country, 
he  would  no  doubt  have  captured  that,  to  the 
enemy  an  important  point  The  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  supplies  and  manufactories  was 
very  great  To  meet  this  movement  under 
General  Hunter,  General  Lee  sent  a  force,  per- 
haps equal  to  a  corps,  a  part  of  which  reached 
Lynchburg  a  short  time  before  Hunter.  After 
some  skirmishing  on  the  seventeentii  and 
eighteenth,  (General  Hunter,  owing  to  a  want  of 
ammunition  to  give  battle,  retired  from  before 
the  place.  Unfortunately,  this  want  of  ammur 
nition  left  him  no  choice  of  route  for  his  return 
but  bv  way  of  Kanawha.  This  lost  to  us  the 
use  of  his  troops  for  several  weeks  from  the 
defence  of  the  North. 

Had  General  Hunter  moved  by  way  of  Char- 
lottesville, instead  of  Lexington,  as  his  instruc- 
tions contemplated,  he  would  have  been  in  a 
position  to  have  covered  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
against  the  enemy,  should  the  force  he  met 
hAve  seemed  to  endanger  it  If  it  did  not,  he 
would  have  been  within  easy  distance  of  ttie 
James  River  Canal,  on  the  main  line  of  commu- 
nication between  livnchburgh  and  the  force  sent 
for-its  defence.    I  nave  never  taken  exceptions 

'^f^'^^^^^^SLjSfiSP^^^^^  ^°^^'  Hunter,  and  am 
^p^  Ha^fK^tSlkpoBed  tio  find  fault  with  him,  for  I 
^.Mve  no  doubt  he  acted  within  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  spirit  of  his  instructions  and 
,    ..  the  interests  of  the  SOT  vice.    The  promptitude 
of  his  movements  and  his  gallantry  should  en- 
title him  to  the  0(»mmendation  of  his  countiy. 


To  return  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac :  The 
Second  corps  commenced  crossing  the  James 
river  on  the  momine^  of  the  fourteenth,  by  ferry- 
boats, at  Wilcox's  knding.  The  laying  of  the 
pontoon  bridge  was  completed  about  midnight 
of  the  fourteenth,  and  the  crossing  of  the  bal- 
ance of  the  army  was  rapidly  puwed  forward 
by  both  bridge  and  ferry. 

After  the  crossing  had  commenced,  I  pro- 
ceeded by  steamer  to  Bermuda  Hxmdred,  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  immediate  capture 
of  Petersburg. 

The  instructions  to  General  Butler  were  ver- 
bal, and  were  for  him  to  send  General  Smith 
immediately,  that  night,  with  aU  the  troops  be 
could  give  him,  without  sacrificing  the  poeitioa 
he  then  held.  I  told  him  that  I  would  reton 
at  once  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  hasten  iti 
crossing,  and  throw  it  forward  to  Petersburg  bj 
divisions  as  rapidly  as  it  could  be  done ;  tbat 
we  could  reinforce  our  armies  more  rspidlj 
there  than  the  enemy  could  bring  troops  against 
us.  G^eneral  Smith  got  off  to  directed,  and  con- 
fronted the  enemy's  pickets  near  Petersborg 
before  daylight  next  momine,  bat  for  some  rea- 
son that  I  have  never  been  aole  to  satisfactorily 
understand,  did  not  get  ready  to  assault  bk 
main  lines  until  near  sundown.  Then,  widi  a 
part  of  his  command  only,  he  made  the  assadt^ 
and  carried  the  lines  north-east  of  Petersboi^ 
ht)m  the  Appomattox  river,  for  a  distance  01 
over  two  and  a  half  miles,  capturing  fifteea 
pieces  of  artillery  and  three  hundred  prisoners. 
This  was  ^ut  seven  p.  m.  Between  the  line 
thus  captured  and  Petersburg  there  were  no 
other  works,  and  there  was  no  evidence  tiMkt 
the  enemy  had  reinforced  Petersbui^  with  a 
single  brigade  from  any  source.  The  mAi  was 
clear — the  moon  shining  brightiy — and&vor- 
able  to  farther  operations.  General  Hancodc, 
with  two  divisions  of  the  Second  corps,  readied 
General  Smith  just  after  dark,  and  offered  the 
services  of  these  troops  as  he  rSmith)  midit 
wish,  waving  rank  to  the  named  commanaer, 
whom,  he  naturally  supposed  knew  best  the 
position  of  aC&Urs,  uid  what  to  do  with  the 
troops.  But  instead  of  taking  these  troops,  and 
pushing  at  once  into  Petersbui^,  he  roqj;»ted 
General  Hancock  to  relieve  a  part  of  his  line  in 
the  captured  works,  which  was  done  befoiv 
midnight 

By  the  tune  I  arrived  the  next  morning,  the 
enemy  was  in  force.  An  attack  was  ordered  to 
be  made  at  six  o'clock  that  evening  by  the 
troops  linger  Smith  and  the  Second  and  Ninth 
corps.  It  required  until  that  time  for  the  Ninth 
corps  to  get  up  and  into  position.  The  attack 
was  made  as  ordered,  and  the  fighting  continued 
with  but  little  intermission  until  six  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  and  resulted  in  our  carryinff  the 
advance  and  some  of  the  main  works  of  the 
enemy  to  the  right  (our  left)  of  those  prcviooalf 
captured  by  General  Smith,  several  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  over  four  hundred  prisoners. 

The  Fifth  corps  having  got  up,  the  attacO 
were  renewed  and  persisted  in  with  great  vigor 
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OD  &e  seTentee&tfa  and  eighteenCh,  but  only  re- 
lolted  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  an  interior  line, 
hoA  which  he  could  not  be  dislodged.  The 
idvairtageji  in  position  gained  by  ns  were  very 
peat  The  army  then  proceeded  to  envelop 
Menbnrg  toward  the  Soathside  railroad,  as  fu* 
•s  poflsiUe  withoat  attacking  fortifications. 

Qa  the  siztli  the  enemy,  to  reinforce  Peters- 
lee,  withdrew  from  a  part  of  his  intrenchment 
ia  uoni  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  expecting,  no 
dodbt^  to  get  troops  from  nor^  of  the  James  to 
td»  the  place  of  ^ose  withdrawn  before  we 
eoald  disooTer  it  General  Butler,  taking  the 
idfantage  of  this,  at  once  moved  a  force  on  the 
nilroad  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond, 
is  soon  as  I  was  apprised  of  the  advantage  thos 
gHsed,  to  retain  it  I  ordered  two  divisions  of 
thd  Sixth  coipe.  General  Wright  commanding, 
ftit  were  embarking  at  Wilcox's  landing,  under 
Qidajp  for  (^ty  Point  to  report  to  General  But- 
kc,  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  of  which  General 
Mer  was  notified,  and  ^e  importance  of  hold- 
ing a  position  in  advance  of  nis  present  line 
ned  upon  him. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  General 
Boder  was  forced  back  to  the  line  the  enemy 
kd  witiidrawn  from  in  the  morning.  General 
Wright,  with  his  two  divisions,  joined  General 
Bidleff  on  tiie  forenoon  of  the  seventeenth,  the 
ktter  stiU  holding  with  a  strong  picket-line  the 
mtrnfa  works.  But  instead  of  putting  these 
Ihrisons  into  the  enemy's  works  to  hold  them, 
ki  permitted  them  to  halt  and  rest  some  dis- 
tnee  in  the  rear  of  his  own  Une.  Between  four 
lad  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy 
ittKked  and  drove  in  his  pickets  and  reoccu- 
pied  his  old  line. 

On  &e  night  of  &e  twentieth  and  morning  of 
fts  twenty-first  a  lodgement  was  effected  by 
Qttend  Butler,  with  one  brigade  of  infantry,  on 
lbs  north  bank  of  the  James,  at  Deep  Bottom, 
ndoixmeeted  the  pontoon  bridge  with  Bermuda 
wwlied. 

Ob  the  nineteenth,  Greneral  Sheridan,  on  his 
Nten  from  his  expedition  against  the  Viiginia 
CeBtnd  railroad,  arrived  at  the  White  House 
^  as  the  enem/s  cavalry  was  about  to  attack 
Mod  compelled  it  to  retire.  The  result  of  this 
mpedifion  was  that  General  Sheridan  met  the 
ostty's  cavahy  near  Trevillian  Station,  on  the 
Boning  of  the  eleventh  of  June,  whom  he 
ibiclM,  and  after  an  obstinate  contest  drove 
&Es»^  field  in  complete  rout*'  He  left  his 
4ead  and  neai^ly  |dl  his  wounded  in  our  hands, 
«d  about  four  hundred  prisoners  and  several 
Iqodred  horaee.  On  the  twelfth  he  destroyed 
the  railroad  from  Trevillian  Station  to  Louisa 
Obirthouse.  This  occupied  until  thres  o'clock 
P.  M.,  when  he  advanced  in  the  direction  of 
GocdoQSviBfi.  He  found  the  enemy  reinforced 
Vr  Hi£uitry,  behind  well-constructed  rifle-pits, 
mat  five  mfles  from  the  latter  place,  and  too 
ibnag  to  snooeselully  assault  On  the  extreme 
i^ght,  however,  his  reserve  brigade  carried  the 
saeniy's  worka  twice,  and  was  twice  driven 
fter^rom  by  infantry.    Night  dosed  the  con- 


test Not  having  sufficient  ammunition  to  con- 
tinue the  engagement,  and  his  animals  being 
without  forage  (the  country  furnishing  but 
inferior  grazing),  and  hearing  nothing  from 
General  Hunter,  he  withdrew  bis  command  to 
the  north  side  of  the  North  Anna,  and  com- 
menced bis  return  march,  reaching  White  House 
at  the  time  before  stated.  After  breaking  up 
the  depot  at  that  place,  he  moved  to  the  James 
river,  which  he  reached  safely  after  heavy  fight- 
ing. He  commenced  crossing  on  the  twenty- 
fifth,  near  Fort  Powhatan,  without  further 
molestation,  and  rejoined  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac 

On  the  twenty-second.  General  Wilson,  with 
his  own  division  of  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  Greneral  Kautz's  division  of  caval- 
ry of  the  Army  of  the  James,  moved  against  the 
enemy's  railroads  south  of  Richmond.  Striking 
the  Weldon  railroad  at  Ream's  station,  destroy- 
ing the  depot  and  several  miles  of  the  road  and 
the  Southside  road,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Petersburg,  to  near  Nottoway  station,  where  he 
met  and  defeated  a  force  of  me  enemy's  cavalry, 
he  reached  Burkesville  station  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  twenty-third,  and  from  there  destroyed 
the  Danville  railroad  to  Roanoke  bridge,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-five  miles,  where  he  found  the 
enemy  in  force,  and  in  a  position  from  which  he 
could  not  dislodge  him.  He  then  oommenc^ 
his  return  march,  and  on  the  twenty-eiehth  met 
the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force  at  the  Weldon  rail- 
road crossing  of  Stony  creek,  where  be  had  a 
severe  but  not  decisive  engagement  Thence 
he  made  a  d6tour  from  bis  lert,  with  a  view  of 
reaching  Reams'  station  (supposing  it  to  be  in 
our  possession).  At  this  place  he  was  met  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  and 
forced  to  retire,  witli  the  loss  of  his  artillery 
and  trains.  In  this  last  encounter.  General 
Kautz,  with  a  part  of  his  command,  became 
separated,  and  made  his  way  into  our  lines. 
General  Wilson,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force, 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  Nottoway  river  and 
conning  ij^  safely  on  our  left  and  rear.  The 
damage  to  the  enemy  in  this  expedition  more 
than  compensated  for  the  losses  we  sustained. 
It  severed  .all  connection  by  railroad  with  Rich- 
mond for  several  weeks. 

With  a  view  of  cutting  the  enemy's  railroad 
from  near  Richmond  to  the  Anna  rivers,  and 
making  him  wary  of  the  situation  of  his  army  in 
the  Shenandoah,  and,  in  the  event  of  failure  in 
this,  to  take  advantage  of  his  necessary  with- 
drawal of  troops  from  Petersburg,  to  explode  a 
mine  that  had  been  prepared  in  front  of  the 
Ninth  corps  and  assault  the  enemy's  lines  at 
that  place,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  of 
Jidy  the  Second  corps  and  two  divisions  of  the 
cavalry  corps  and  Kautz's  cavahy  were  crossed 
to  the  north  bank  of  the  James  river,  and  Joined 
the  force  Greneral  Butler  had  there.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his 
intrenched  position,  with  the  loss  of  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  On  the  twenty-eighth  our  lines 
were  extended  from  Deep  Bottom  to  New  Mar- 
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ket  road,  bat  in  getting  this  position  were  at- 
tacked bj  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  The  fight- 
ing lasted  for  several  hours,  resulting  in  consid- 
erable loss  on  both  sides.  The  first  object  of 
this  move  having  failed,  by  reason  of  the  very 
large  force  thrown  there  by  the'  enemy,  I  deter- 
mined to  take  advftntage  of  the  diversion  made 
by  assaulting  Petersburg  before  he  could  get  his 
force  back  there.  One  division  of  the  Second 
corps  was  withdrawn  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eignth,  and  moved  during  the  night  to  the  rear 
of  the  Eighteenth  corps,  to  relieve  that  corps  in 
the  line,  that  it  might  oe  fooUoose  in  the  assault 
to  be  made.  Tlie  other  two  divisions  of  the 
Second  corps  and  Sheridan's  cavalry  were  cross- 
ed over  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  and 
moved  in  front  of  Petersburg.  On  the  morning 
of  the  thirtieth,  between  four  and  five  o'clock, 
the  mine  was  sprung,  blowing  up  a  battery  and 
most  of  a  regiment,  and  the  advance  of  me  as- 
saulting column,  formed  of  the  Ninth  corps, 
immediatelv  took  possession  of  Uie  crater  msMle 
by  the  explosion,  and  the  line  for  some  distance 
to  the  ri^ht  and  left  of  it,  and  a  detached  line  in 
front  of  it,  but  for  some  caused  failed  to  advance 
promptly  to  the  ridge  beyond.  Had  they  done 
this,!  nave  every  reason  to  believe  that  Petersburg 
would  have  fallen.  Other  troops  were  imme- 
diately pushed  forward,  but  the  time  consumed  in 
c^eUing  them  up  enabled  the  enemy  to  rally  from 
bis  surprise  (which  had  been  complete),  and 
get  forces  to  this  point  for  its  defence.  The 
captured  line  thus  held  being  untenable,  and  of 
no  advantage  to  us,  the  troops  were  withdrawn, 
but  not  witnout  heavy  loss.  Thus  terminated  in 
disaster  what  promised  to  be  the  most  success- 
ful assault  of  the  campaign. 

Immediately  upon  the  enemy's  ascertaining 
that  Oencral  Hunter  was  retreatii^  frcfm  Lynch- 
burgby  wav  of  the Kanawlui  river,  thus  laving 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  open  for  raids  into  Mary- 
land and  Pennsylvania,  he  returned  northward 
and  moved  down  that  valley.  As  soon  as  this 
movement  of  the  enemy  was  ascertained,  Qeno- 
ral  Hunter,  who  had  reached  the  Kanawha 
river,  was  directed  to  move  his  troops  without 
delay,  by  river  and  railroad,  to  Harper's  Ferry ; 
but  owing  to  the  difficultv  of  navigation,  by  rea- 
son of  low  water  and  breaks  in  the  railroad, 
ereat  delay  was  experienced  in  getting  tiiere. 
It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  find  other 
troeps  to  check  this  movement  of  the  enemy. 
For  this  purpose  the  Sixth  corps  was  taken  from 
the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  to 
which  was  added  the  Nineteenth  corps,  then 
fortunately  beginning  to  arrive  in  Hampton 
Boads  from  the  Gulf  Department,  under  orders 
issued  immediately  after  the  ascertainment  of 
the  result  of  the  Red  river  expedition.  The 
garrisons  of  Baltimore  and  Washington  were  at 
this  time  made  up  of  heavy  artillery  re^ments, 
hundred-days'  men,  and  detachments  rrom  the 
Invalid  Corps.  One  division  under  command  of 
General  Ricketts,  of  the  Sixth  corps,  was  sent 
to  Baltimore,  and  the  remaining  two  divisions 
of  the  Sixth  corps,  under  General  Wright,  were 


subsequently  sent  to  Washing^n.  On  the  fiiird 
of  July  the  enemy  approached  Martinsbuxg; 
General  Sigel,  who  was  in  command  of  oor  forces 
there,  retreated  across  the  Potomaop  at  8hep- 
pardstown ;  and  Greneral  Weber,  oommanding 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  river,  and  occu- 
pied Maryland  Heights.  On  the  sixth  the 
enemy  occupied  Hagerstown,  moving  a  strong 
column  toward  Frederick  City.  General  Wallaoe 
with  Ricketts'  division  and  his  own  command, 
the  latter  mostly  new  and  undisciplined  troops, 
pushed  out  from  Baltimore  witk  great  prompt- 
ness, and  met  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  Monoo- 
ac^,  near  the  erossine  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
His  force  was  not  sufficient  to  ensure  soccesi, 
but  he  fought  the  enemy  nevertheless,  and 
although  it  resulted  in  a  defeat  to  our  aims,  yet 
it  detained  the  enemy  and  thereby  served  to 
enable  Greneral  Wright  to  reach  Washington 
with  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  oorps  and  the 
advance  of  the  Nineteenth  corps,  before  liim. 
From  Monocacy  the  enemy  moved  on  Wash- 
ington, his  cavalry  advance  reaching  RockviUe 
on  the  evening  of  the  tenth.  On  the  twellUi  a 
reconnoissance  was  thrown  out  in  front  of  Fort 
Stevens,  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  position  and 
force.  A  severe  skirmish  ensued,  m  which  we 
lost  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  was  probably  greater. 
He  commenced  retreating  during  the  night 
Learning  the  exact  condition  of  affiurs  at  Wash- 
ington, I  requested  by  tel^raph  at  11:45  p.  if.  on 
the  twelfth,  the  assignment  of  Major-General  H. 
G.  Wright  to  the  command  of  aU  the  tnxnw 
that  could  be  made  available  to  operate  in  the 
field  against  tiie  enemy,  and  directed  that  he 
should  get  outside  of  the  trenches  with  all  tiie 
fbrce  he  could,  and  push  Early  to  the  hat  mo- 
ment General  Wright  commenced  the  purscdt 
on  the  thirteenth  ;  on  the  eighteenth  the  enemj 
was  overtaken  at  Snicker's  ferry,  on  tiie  Shen- 
andoah, when  a  sharp  skirmish  occurred ;  and 
on  the  twentieth  General  Averell  encountered 
and  defeated  a  portion  of  the  rebel  army  at 
Winchester,  capturing  foiur  pieces  of  artiU^ 
and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

Learning  that  Early  was  retreating  south  to- 
ward Lynchburg  or  Richmond,  I  directed  that 
the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps  be  got  biacl  to 
the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  so  that 
they  might  be  used  in  a  movement  against  Lee 
before  me  return  of  the  froops  sent  by  him  into 
the  valley ;  and  that  Hunter  should  remain  in 
the  Sienandoah  Valley,  keeping  between  any 
force  of  the  enemy  and  Washington,  acting  on 
the  defensive  as  much  as  possible.  I  felt  Unit 
if  the  enemy  had  any  notion  of  returning,  me 
fact  wouW  be  developed  before  the  Sixth  and 
Nineteenth  corps  could  leave  Washington.  Sub- 
sequently the  Nineteenth  corps  was  excepted 
from  ^e  order  to  return  to  the  James. 

About  the  twenty-fifth  it  became  evident  tiiat 
the  enemy  was  again  advancing  upon  Mazyland 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Sixth  corps  tiieo  at 
Washington,  was  ordered  back  to  the  vicinity 
of  Harper's  Ferry.  The  rebel  force  moved  down 
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fte  TtUej,  and  sent  a  raiding  party  into  Penn- 
fjlTiDia,  whidi,  on  the  thirtieth,  bnmed  Cham- 
berabnrg,  and  then  retreated,  porsqed  by  our 
csviiiy  toward  Cumberland.  They  were  met 
aad  defeated  by  Qeneral  Kelly,  and  with  dimin- 
iihed  nombera  escaped  into  the  mountaina  of 
WeBt  Yirginia.  From  tjhe  time  of  the  firat  raid 
tbe  telegraph  wires  were  frequently  down  be- 
tween Washington  and  City  Point,  making  it 
oeoeesary  to  transmit  messages  a  part  of  the 
way  by  boat  It  took  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty-fix  hours  to  get  despatches  through  and 
xeton  answers  back ;  so  that  often  orders  would 
be  given,  and  then  information  would  be  re- 
MTed  showing  a  different  state  of  &cts  from 
those  on  which  they  were  based,  causing  a  con- 
finoQ  and  apparent  contradiction  of  orders  that 
wmi  have  considerably  embarrassed  those  who 
hd  to  execute  them,  and  rendered  operations 
against  the  enemy  less  effective  than  they  other- 
lae  would  have  been.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it 
WM  evident  to  my  mind  that  some  person  should 
bve  the  supreme  command  of  all  the  forces  in 
tbe  departments  of  West  Virginia,  Washington, 
tetpebana,  and  the  Middle  Department,  and  I 
BOFeoommended. 

On  the  second  of  August,  I  ordered  General 
Sberidan  to  report  in  person  to  Major-Gkneral 
BalJeck,  Chief  of  Staff;  at  Washington,  with  a 
view  to  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  all 
the  forces  against  Early.  At  this  time  the  enemy 
vaa  concentrated  in  tiie  neighborhood  of  Wio- 
flbester,  while  our  forces,  under  General  Hunter, 
were  concentrated  on  the  Monocacy,  at  the 
croeeing  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railrcMd, 
leaving  open  to  the  enemy  Western  Maryland 
and  Soothem  Pennsylvania.  From  where  I  was, 
I  lieailated  to  give  positive  orders  for  the  move- 
■eatof  our  forces  at  Monocacy,  lest  by  so  doing 
I  ^old  expose  Washington.  Therefore,  on 
fte  fourth,  I  left  City  Point  to  visit  Hui^r's 
wntmand,  and  determine  for  myself  what  was 
W  to  be  done.  On  arrival  mere,  and  after 
coQsdtation  with  General  Hunter,  I  issued  to 
iiB  the  following  instructions : 

**Mosio<ucr  Bbzdqi,  Md.,       \ 
Aagii8l6,18d4— 8  p.m./ 

'Gkisral:  Concentrate  all  your  available 
ivoe  without  dekv  in  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Icny,  leaving  ovfy  such  railroad  guards  and 
farrvons  for  public  property  as  may  be  neces- 
fvy.  Use,  in  this  concentrating,  the  railroads, 
if  by  so  doing  time  can  be  saved.  From  Har- 
^8  Ferry,  3  it  is  foond  that  the  enemy  has 
■oved  north  of  the  Potomac  in  large  force,  push 
aortb,  following  him  and  attacking  him  where- 
tfer  found ;  follow  him,  if  driven  south  of  the 
^tomac,  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  If  it  is 
aKertained  that  ^e  enemy  has  but  a  small  force 
aotk  of  die  Potomac,  then  push  south  with  the 
Mb  force,  detaching  under  a  competent  com- 
Miider  a  sufficient  force  to  look  after  the  raid- 
ania&d  drive  them  to  their  homes.  In  detach- 
b;  sooh  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry  now  en 
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route  from  Washington  via  Rockville  may  be 
taken  into  account 

"  There  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  you  three 
other  brigades  of  the  best  cavalry,  numbering 
at  least  five  thousand  men  and  horses.  These 
will  be  instructed,  in  the  absenoe  of  furtiier 
orders,  to  join  you  on  the  souUi  side  of  the 
Potomaa  One  brigade  will  urolMkbly  start  to- 
morrow. In  pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  YaUey, 
where  it  is  expected  you  will  have  to  go  first  or 
last,  it  is  desirable,  that  nothing  shoiud  be  left 
to  invite  the  enemy  to  return.  Take  aU  provi- 
sions, forage;  and  stock  wanted  for  the  use  of 
your  oommacd ;  such  as  cannot  be  consumed, 
destroy.  It  is  not  desirable  that  the  buildings 
should  be  destroyed — they  should  rather  be 
protected ;  but  the  people  should  be  informed 
that,  so  long  as  an  army  can  subsist  among 
them,  recurrences  of  these  raids  must  be  ex- 
pected, and  we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at 
all  hazards. 

**  Bear  in  mind,  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemy 
south ;  and  to  do  this,  you  want  to  keep  him 
always  in  sight  Be  guided  in  your  course  by 
the  course  he  takes. 

**  Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of 
all  kinds,  giving  regular  vouchers  for  such  as 
may  be  taken  from  loyal  citizens  in  the  country 
through  which  you  march. 

«  U.  S.  Grant, 

**  Ueatenant  General. 

"  M^jor-General  D.  Hunthb." 

The  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion, 
and  the  advance  reached  Hallton  that  night 

General  Hunter  having,  in  our  conversation, 
expressed  a  willingness  to  be  relieved  from 
command,  I  telegraphed  to  have  General  Sheri- 
dan, then  at  Washington,  sent  to  Harper's 
Ferry  by*  the  morning  train,  with  orders  to 
take  general  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the 
field,  and  to  call  on  General  Hunter  at  Monoc- 
acy, Vho  would  turn  over  to  him  my  letter  of 
instructions.  I  remained  at  Monocacy,  until 
General  Sheridan  arrived,  on  the  morning  of 
the  sixth,  and,  after  a  conference  with  him  in 
relation  to  military  a&irs  in  that  vicinity,  I 
returned  to  City  Point  by  wav  of  Washington. 

On  the  seventh  of  August  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment and  the  Departments  of  West  Virginia, 
Washington  and  Susquehanna  were  constituted 
into  the  **  Middle  Military  Division,"  and  Major- 
General  Sheridan  was  assigned  to  temporary 
command  of  the  same. 

Two  divisions  of  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Generals  Torbert  and  Wilson,  were  sent  to 
Sheridan  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  The 
first  reached  him  at  Harper's  Ferry  about  the 
eleventh  of  August 

His  operations  during  the  month  of  August 
and  the  fore  part  of  September  were  both  of 
an  offensive  and  defensive  character,  resulting 
in  many  severe  skirmishes,  prinoipcdly  by  the 
cavahry,  in  which  we  were  generally  successful, 
but  no  general  engagement  took  place.    The 
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two  annies  lay  in  snoh  a  positioii — ^the  enemj 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Opeqnan  creek  cover- 
ing Winchester,  and  onr  forces  in  front  of 
BerryyiUe— that  either  coold  bring  on  a  battle 
at  any  time.  Defeat  to  ns  would  lav  open  to 
Hie  enemy  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Pennsyl- 
vania for  long  distances  before  another  army 
could  be  interposed  to  check  hiuL  Under  these 
circumstances  I  hesitated  about  aHowing  ^e 
initiative  to  be  taken.  Finally,  the  use  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  which  were  both  obstructed  by 
the  enemy,  became  so  indispensably  necessary  to 
us,  and  the  importance  of  relieving  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Maryland  from  continuously  threat- 
ened invasion  was  so  great,  that  I  determined 
the  risk  should  be  taken.  But  feariug  to  tele- 
graph the  order  for  an  attack  without  snowing 
more  than  I  did  of  General  Sheridan's  feelings 
as  to  what  would  be  the  probable  result,  I 
left  City  Point  on  the  fifteenth  of  September 
to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters,  to  decide, 
after  conference  with  him,  wnat  should  be  done. 
I  met  him  at  Charleston,  and  he  pointed  out 
so  distinctly  how  each  army  lay;  what  he 
could  do  the  moment  he  was  autiiorized,  and 
expressed  such  confidence  of  success,  that  I 
saw  there  were  but  two  words  of  instructmns 
necessarv — Go  in!  For  the  convenience  of 
forage,  me  teams  for  supplying  the  army  were 
kept  at  ^u^r's  Feny.  I  ask^  him  if  he  coidd 
get  out  his  teams  and  supplies  in  time  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday  morning.  His 
reply  was,  that  he  could  before  daylight  on 
Monday.  He  was  off  promptly  to  time,  and  I 
may  here  add  that  the  result  was  such  that  I 
have  never  since  deemed  it  necessary  to  visit 
General  Sheridan  before  giving  him  oraers. 

Earlv  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteen^  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  attacked  General  Early  at  the 
crossing  of  the  Opequan  creek,  and  after  a 
most  sanguinary  and  bloody  battle,  lasting  until 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  defeated  him  with 
heavy  loss,  carrying  his  entire  position  from 
Opeauan  creek  to  Winchester,  capturing  seve- 
ral thousand  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. The  enemy  rallied  and  made  a  stand  in 
a  strone  position  at  Fisher's  HiU,  where  he  was 
attacked  and  again  defeated  with  heavy  loss  on 
the  twentieth.  Sheridan  pursued  him  with 
great  energy  through  Harrisonburg,  Staunton, 
and  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Bidge.  After  strip- 
ping the  Upper  Valley  «f  jnost  of  the  sup- 
plies and  provisions  lor  the  rebel  army,  he 
returned  to  Btrasburg,  and  took  position  on 
the  north  side  of  Cedar  creek. 

Having  received  considerable  reinforce- 
ments. General  Ekurly  again  returned  to  the 
vaJlev,  and,  on  the  ninth  t)f  October,  his 
cavalry  encountered  ours  near  Strasburg, 
where  the  rebels  were  defeated,  with  the  loss 
•of  eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  three  hundred 
and  fifty  prisoners.  On  the  night  of  the  eigh- 
teenth the  enemv  crossed  the  mountains  which 
separated  the  branches  of  the  ^enandoah, 
forded  the  north  fork,  and  early  on  the  morn- 


ing of  the  nineteenth,  under  cover  of  the  duk- 
ness  and  the  fog,  surprised  and  turned  oor 
left  flank,  and  captured  the  batteries,  which  en- 
filaded our  whole  Ime.  Our  troops  fell  back 
with  heavv  loss  and  in  much  confusion,  bat 
were  finally  rallied  between  Middletown  and 
Newtown.  At  this  juncture  General  Sheridan, 
who  was  at  Winchester  when  the  battle  com- 
mepced,  arrived  on  the  field,  arranged  his  linei 
just  in  time  to  repulse  a  heavy  attack  d  ^ 
enemy,  and  immediately  assuming  the  offiensi?e, 
he  attacked  in  turn  with  great  vigor.  The 
enemy  was  deteated  with  great  slaughter,  and 
the  loss  of  most  of  his  artillery  and  trains  and 
the  trophies  he  had  eaptured  in  the  morning. 
The  wreck  of  his  army  escaped  during  the 
night,  and  fled  in  the  direction  of  Staunton  and 
Lynchburg.  Pursuit  was  made  to  Mount  Jack- 
son. Thus  ended  this,  Hio  enemy's  last  at- 
tempt to  invade  the  North  nia  the  Shenandoah 
Talley.  I  was  now  enabled  to  return  tiie 
Sixth  corps  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
to  send  one  division  from  Shendan*s  army  to 
the  Army  of  tiie  James,  and  another  to  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  to  hold  Sherman's  new  acquiai- 
tions  on  tne  sea-coast,  and  thus  enable  him  to 
move  without  detaching  from  his  force  for 
that  purpose. 

Reports  from  various. sources  led  me  to  be- 
lieve tiiat  the  enemy  had  detached  three  divi- 
sions from  Petersbura  to  reinforoe  Early  in  the 
^enandoah  YaDey.  I  therefore  sent  the  Sec- 
ond corps  and  Gregg's  division  of  cavaliy,  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a  force  of  Gen* 
eral  Butler's  army,  on  the  night  of  tiie  thirteenth 
of  August,  to  threaten  Richmond  from  the  n<ffth 
side  ^  the  James,  to  prevent  him  from  sending 
troops  awav,  and,  if  possible,  to  draw  back  thoae 
sent  In  this  move  we  captured  six  pieces  of 
artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners,  detained 
troops  that  were  under  marchine  ord^s,  and 
ascertained  that  but  one  division  (Kershaw's)  of 
the  three  reputed  detached,  had  gone. 

The  enemy  having  withdrawn  heavi]|y  froa 
Petersburg  to  resist  this  movement,  the  Fiflk 
corps.  General  Warren  conunanding,  was  moved 
out  on  the  eighteenth  and  took  possession  of  the 
Weldon  raihoad.  During  the  day  he  had  con- 
siderable fighting.  To  r^^  possession  of  te 
road,  the  enemy  made  repeated  and  desperate 
assauhs,  but  was  each  time  repulsed  with  great 
loss.  (M  the  night  of  the  twentieth  the  troofit 
on  tiie  north  side  of  the  James  were  withdiawa, 
and  Hancock  and  Gregg  returned  to  the  frtnl 
at  Petersburg.  On  the  twenfy-fifth  the  Second 
corps  and  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry^  while  tl 
ReGons'  station  destroying  the  railroad,  wan 
attacked,  and  after  desperate  fighting,  a  part  oJ 
our  line  save  way,  and  five  pieces  of  artilkrj 
fell  into  ue  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Bv  ^e  twelfth  of  Sq>tember  a  InraQch  nS 
road  was  completed  from  the  City  Point  aac 
Petersburg  raihoad  to  the  Weldon  railroad,  m 
abline  us  to  supply,  without  difficulty,  in  ai 
weather,  the  army  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

The  extension  of  our  lines  across  the  nddoi 
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nOroad  compelled  the  enemj  to  so  extend  hiar 
tbat  it  seemed  he  could  have  but  few  troops 
north  of  the  James  for  the  defence  of  Richmoiul. 
Oq  the  night  of  the  twenty-eu^hth  the  Tenth 
ooxps,  Major-General  Birnej,  ana  the  Eighteenth 
oom,  Major-General  Ord  commanding,  of  Gen- 
eral Batler's  army,  were  crossed  to  the  north 
■ide  of  the  James,  and  advanced  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-ninth,  carrying  the  very  strong 
fortifications  and  intrenohments  below  Chapin's 
&FD1,  known  aa  Fort  Harrison,  capturing  fifteen 
pieces  of  artiUeiy,  and  the  New  Market  road 
wd  intrenohments.  This  success  was  followed 
op  l^  a  giJlant  assault  upon  Fort  Gillmore,  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  Ghapin  farm  fortifica- 
tkns,  in  which  we  were  repulsed  with  heavy 
ioaa.  KauLs's  cavalry  was  pushed  forward  on 
fte  road  to  the  rieht  of  this,  supported  by  in- 
&ntry,  and  reached  the  enezny*s  mner  line,  but 
VM  ixDable  to  get  further.  Tiie  position  cap- 
tned  from  ilie  enemy  was  oo  threatening  to 
Siehmoud  that  I  determined  to  hold  it.  The 
taemy  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  dis- 
lodge us,  aU  of  which  were  unsuccessful,  and 
fix  which  he  paid  dearly.  On  the  morning  of 
&e  thirtieth  General  Meade  sent  out  a  recon- 
loisauioe,  with  a  view  to  attacking  the  enemy's 
Ena  if  it  was  found  sufficiently  weakened  by 
vi&drawal  of  troops  to  the  north  side.  In  this 
reoonnoissance  we  captured  and  held  the  ene- 
mff^orks  near  Poplar  Spring  Church.  In  the 
afternoon  tiroope  moving  to  get  to  the  left  of 
the  point  gained  were  attacked  bv  the  enemy  in 
luavy  force,  and  compelled  to  fall  back  until 
■^sported  by  the  forces  holding  the  captured 
WOOD.  Our  cavalry  under  Gregg  was  also 
itta(^ed,but  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great 

On  the  a6veD&  of  October  the  enemy  attack- 
id  Kaatz's  cavalry  north  of  the  James,  and 
dro?e  it  back  with  heavy  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners,  and  the  loss  of  all  the  artil- 
kiy— eight  or  nine  pieces.  This  he  foUowed 
Sp  by  an  attack  on  our  intrenched  inflEmtry  line, 
Nt  was  repulsed  with  severe  slaughter.  On 
^  thirteenth  a  reoonnoissance  was  sent  out  by 
Genotl  Butler,  with  a  view  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  some  new  works  he  was  constructing, 
whidi  resulted  in  very  heavy  loss  to  us. 

Ota  the  twenty-seventh  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
taac,  leaving  only  sufficient  men  to  hold  its 
iortified  line,  moved  by  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
the  Second  corps,  followed  by  two  divisions  of 
fts  Fifth  corps,  with  the  cavalry  in  advance 
md  covering  our  left  flank,  forced  a  passage  of 
btcher's  run,  and  moved  up  the  south  siae  of 
it  toward  fhe  Southside  railroad,  until  the 
Seeood  corpe  and  part  of  the  cavalry  reached 
'  fte  Boydton  plank-road  where  it  crosses  Hatch- 
'.  tt'a  ran.    At  this  point  we  were  six  miles  dis- 

IiuA  from  the  Soumside  raihroad,  which  I  had 
^oped  by  this  movement  to  reach  and  hold. 
Bit  finding  that  we  had  not  reached  the  end  of 
the  eoeo^s  fortifications,  and  no  place  present- 
iag  itKlf  for  a  successful  assault,  by  which  he 
B^  be  doubled  up  and  shortened,  I  deter- 


mined to  withdraw  to  within  our  fortified  line. 
Orders  were  given  accordingly.  Immediately 
upon  receiving  a  report  that  General  Warren 
had  connected  with  General  Hancock,  I  return- 
ed to  my  headquarters.  Soon  after  I  left,  the 
enemv  moved  out  across  Hatcher's  run,  in  the 
gap  between  Generals  Hancock  and  Warren, 
which  was  not  closed  as  reported,  and  made  a 
desperate  attack  on  (general  Hancock's  right 
and  rear.  General  Hancock  immediately  faced 
his  corps  to. meet  it,  and  after  a  bloody  combat 
drove  the  enemy  within  his  works,  and  with- 
drew that  night  to  his  old  position. 

In  support  of  this  movement  General  Butler 
made  a  demonstration  on  the  north  side  of  the 
James,  and  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  Williams- 
burg road,  and  also  on  the  York  River  railroad. 
In  me  former  he  was  unsuccessful ;  in  the  latter 
he  succeeded  in  carrying  a  work  which  was 
afterward  abandoned,  and  his  forces  withdrawn 
to  their  former  positions. 

From  this  time  forward  the  operations  in 
front  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  until  the 
spring  campaign  of  1865,  were  confined  to  the 
defence  and  extension  of  our  lines,  and  to  offen- 
sive movements  for  crippling  the  enemy's  lines 
of  conununication,  and  to  prevent  his  detaching 
any  considerable  force  to  send  south.  Bv  the 
seventh  of  Februar/our  lines  were  extended  to 
Hatcher's  run,  and  the  Weldon  railroad  had 
been  destroyed  to  Hicks'  ford. 

General  8herman  moved  from  Chattanooga  on 
the  sixth  of  May,  with  the  armies  of  the  Cum- 
t>erhmd,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Generals  Thomas,  McPherson  and 
Schofield,  upon  Johnston's  army  at  Dalton ;  but 
finding  the  enemy's  positions  at  Buzzard  Roost, 
covering  Dalton,  too  strong  to  be  assaulted, 
General  McPherson  was  sent  through  Snake  Chip 
to  turn  it,  while  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield 
threatened  it  in  front  and  on  the  north.  This 
movement  was  successful  Johnston,  finding 
his  retreat  likely  to  be  cut  off,  fell  back  to  his 
fortified  position  at  Resaca,  where  he  was  at- 
tacked on  the  afternoon  of  May  fifteenth.  A 
heavy  battle  ensued.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  retreated  south.  Late  on  the  seven- 
teenth hia  rear  guard  was  overtaken  near 
Adairsville,  and  heavy  skirmishing  followed. 
The  next  morning,  however,  he  haa  again  dis- 
appeared. He  was  vigorously  pursued,  and 
was  overtaken  at  Gassville  on  the  nineteenth, 
but  during  the  ensuing  night  retreated  across 
tbe  Etowah.  While  these  operations  were 
goine  on.  General  Jefferson  C.  Davis*  division 
of  Thomas'  army  was  sent  to  Rome,  capturing 
it  wi^  its  forts  and  artillery,  and  its  valuable 
miUs  and  foundries.  General  Sherman,  having 
given  his  army  a  few  days'  rest  at  this  point, 
again  put  it  in  motion,  on  the  twenty-third,  for 
Imlas,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  difficult  pass 
at  Allatoona.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  the  advance,  under  General  Hooker,  had  a 
severe  battle  wi^  the  enemy,  driving  him  back 
to  New  Hope  Church,  near  Dallas.  Several  sharp 
encounters  occurred  at  this  point    The  most 
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important  was  on  the  twenty-eighth,  when  the 
enemj  assaulted  General  McPherson  at  Dallas, 
but  received  a  terrible  and  bloody  repulse. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  Johnston  abandoned 
his  intrenched  position  at  New  Hope  Ghnroh, 
and  retreated  to  the  strong  positions  of  Kene- 
saw,  Pine  and  Lost  mountains.  He  was  fwced 
to  yield  the  two  last  named  places,  and  concen- 
trate his  army  on  Eenesaw,  where,  on  the  twen- 
ty-seventh. Generals  Thomas  and  McPherson 
made  a  determined  but  unsuccessful  assault 
On  the  ni^ht  of  the  second  of  July  Sherman 
commenced  moving  his  army  by  the  right  flank, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  tiiird  found  that  the 
enemv,  in  consequence  of  this  movement,  had 
absindoned  Eenesaw  and  retreated  across  the 
Chattahoochee. 

General  Sherman  remained  on  the  Chattahoo- 
chee, to  give  his  men  rest  and  get  up  stores, 
until  the  seventeenth  of  July,  when  he  resumed 
his  operations,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  de- 
stroyed a  large  portion  of  the  railroad  to  Au- 
gusta, and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  Atlanta. 
At  this  place  General  Hood  succeeded  General 
Johnston  in  command  of  the  rebel  army,  and, 
assuming  the  offensive-defensive  policy,  made 
several  severe  attacks  upon  Sherman  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Atlanta,  the  most  desperate  and  deter- 
mined of  which  was  on  the  twenty-second  of 
July.  About  one  p.  m.  of  this  day  the  brave, 
accomplished  and  noble-hearted  McPherson  was* 
killed.  General  Logan  succeeded  him,  and 
commanded  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  through 
this  desperate  battle,  and  until  he  was  super- 
seded by  Major-General  Howard,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  with  the  same  success  and  ability  that 
had  characterized  him  in  the  command  of  a 
corps  or  division. 

In  all  these  attacks  the  enemy  was  repulsed 
with  great  loss.  Finding  it  impossible  to  en- 
tirely invest  the  place.  General  Sherman,  after 
securing  his  line  of  communications  across  the 
Chattahoochee,  moved  his  main  force  round  by 
the  enemy's  left  flank  upon  the  Montgomery  and 
Macon  roads,  to  draw  the  enemy  from  his  forti- 
fications. In  this  he  succeeded,  and  after  de- 
feating Ihe  enemy  near  Rough  and  Ready, 
Jonesboro*,  and  Lovejoy's,  forcing  him  to  re- 
treat to' the  south,  on  Uie  second  of  September 
occupied  Atlanta,  the  objective  point  of  his 
campaign. 

About  the  time  of  this  move,  the  rebel  cavalry 
under  Wheeler  attempted  to  cnt  his  communi- 
cations in  the  rear,  but  was  repulsed  at  Dalton, 
and  driven  into  East  Tennessee,  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded west  to  McMinnville,  Murfreesboro*  and 
Franklin,  and  was  finally  driven  south  of  the 
Tennessee.  The  damage  done  by  this  raid  was 
repaired  in  a  few  days. 

During  the  partial  investment  of  Atlanta,  Gen- 
eral Rousseau  joined  General  Sherman  with  a 
force  of  cavalry  from  Decatur,  having  made  a 
successful  raid  upon  the  Atlanta  and  Montgom- 
ery railroad,  ana  its  branches  near  Opdika. 
Cavalry  raids  were  also  made  by  Generals 
MoCook,  Qarrard,  and  Stoneman  to  cut  the  re- 


maining railroad  communication  with  Atlmitk 
The  first  two  were  suooeesfnlr— the  latter  disas- 
trous. 

General  Sherman's  movement  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Atlanta  was  prompt,  skilful,  and  bril- 
liant The  history  of  his  flank  movements  and 
battles  during  that  memorable  campaign  wiU 
ever  be  read  with  an  interest  UDSurpassed  by 
anything  in  history. 

His  own  report,  and  those  of  his  subordinate 
commanders  accompan3ring  it,  give  the  details 
of  that  most  successfid  campaign. 

He  was  dependent  for  the  supply  of  his  armies 
upon  a  single-track  railroad  from  Nashville  to 
the  point  wnerQ  he  was  operating.  This  passed 
the  entire  distance  through  a  hostile  country, 
and  every  foot  of  it  had  to  be  protected  hj 
troops.  The  cavahry  force  of  the  enemy  under 
Forrest,  in  Northern  Mississippi,  was  evidently 
waiting  for  Sherman  to  advance  far  enough  into 
the  mountains  of  Georgia  to  make  a  retreat  dis- 
astrous, to  get  upon  his  line  and  destroy  it  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  further  use.  7x>  guard 
against  this  danger,  Sherman  left  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  a  sufficient  force  to  operate  against 
Forrest  in  West  Tennessee.  He  directed  Gen- 
eral Washburn,  who  commanded  there,  to  send 
Brigadier-General  S.  D.  Sturgis  in  command  of 
this  force  to  attack  him.  On  the  morning  of  the 
tenth  of  June,  General  Sturgis  met  the  enemy 
near  Guntown,  Mississippi,  was  badly  beaten, 
and  driven  back  in  utter  rout  and  confusion  to 
Memphis,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles, 
hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy.  By  this,  however, 
the  enemy  was  defeated  in  his  designs  upon 
Sherman's  line  of  communications.  The  persis- 
tency with  which  he  followed  up  this  success 
exhausted  him,  and  made  a  season  for  rest  and 
repairs  necessary.  In  the  mean  time  M^^or- 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  with  the  troops  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  that  had  been  sent  by 
Genera]  Sherman  to  General  Banks,  arrived  at 
Memphis  on  their  return  from  Red  river,  where 
they  had  done  most  excellent  service.  He  was 
directed  by  General  Sherman  to  immediately 
take  the  offensive  against  Forrest  This  he  did 
with  the  promptness  and  eflect  which  has  char- 
acterized his  whole  military  career.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  July  helmet  the  enemy  at  TupeK 
Mississippi,  and  whipped  him  badly.  "Hio 
fighting  continued  through  three  days.  Our  loss 
was  small  compared  with  that  of  tihe  enemy. 
Having  accomplished  the  object  of  his  expe(U« 
tion.  General  Smith  returned  to  Memphis. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  this 
same  force  under  Forrest  annoyed  us  considtf- 
ably.  On  the  twenty-fourth  of  March  it  captured 
Union  City,  Kentucky,  and  its  garrison,  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  attacked  Padncah,  conmianded 
by  Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks,  Fortieth  Illinois  vohm- 
teers.  Colonel  H.,  having  but  a  small  force,  with- 
drew to  the  forts  near  me  river,  from  where  be 
repulsed  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  from  flie 
place. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  April  part  of  this  force, 
under  the  rebel  General  Bofora,  smnmoDed  tiM 
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mmm  of  Cohunbos,  Kentacky,  to  Barrender, 
bat  received  for  reply  from  Colonel  Lawrence 
Thtrtj-foorth  New  Jersey  Tolnnteere,  that,  being 
plMsed  there  by  his  Goyemment,  with  adequate 
ioroe  to  hold  his  post  and  repel  all  enemies  from 
it,  rarrender  was  ont  of  the  question. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  Forrest  at- 
tacked Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee,  garrisoned  by  a 
detodiment  of  Tennessee  cavaliy  and  the  First 
ngimeiit  Alabama  colored  troops,  commanded  by 
Major  Booth.  The  earrison  fought  bravely  un- 
til about  three  o'clock  in  the  a^emoon,  when 
the  eoemy  carried  the  works  by  assault,  and, 
I  ifler  oar  men  threw  down  their  arms,  proceeded 
to  an  inhuman  and  merciless  massacre  of  the 

gllTiSOIL 

0&  the  fourteenth,  General  Buford,  having 
I  hSsd  at  Columbus,  appeared  before  Paducah, 
I  bit  was  ^ain  driven  o£l 

GnorilkB  and  raiders,  seemingly  emboldened 
WPorresfs  op^^tions,  were  also  very  active  in 
Caito^.  The  most  noted  of  these  was  Mor- 
faa.  With  a  force  of  from  two  to  three  thou- 
mod  cavahy,  he  entered  the  State  through 
Po«nd  Gap  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  On  £e 
€iev«ith  of  June  he  attacsed  and  captured  Cyn- 
ibuB,  wi&  its  entire  garrison.  On  tlie  twelfth 
be  was  overtaken  by  General  Burbridge,  and 
c<mletely  routed  with  heavy  loss,  and  was 
lawy  driven  out  of  the  State.  This  notorious 
nemHawas  afterward  surprised  and  killed 
Bear  GreenviDe,  Tennessee,  and  his  command 
c»tiired  and  dispersed  by  General  GiUem. 

In  die  absence  of  official  reports  at  the  com- 
meocwuent  of  the  Red  river  expedition,  except 
ao  &r  as  relates  to  tiie  movements  of  the  troops 
Mt  by  General  Sherman  under  A.  J.  Smith,  I 
aai  voable  to  give  the  date  of  its  starting.  The 
troops  under  General  Smith,  comprising  two 
difisioDs  of  the  Sixteenth  and  a  deladiment  of 
ibe  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  left  Vicksburg  on 
fte  tenth  of  Biarch  and  reached  the  designated 
?aiBt  on  Red  river  one  day  earlier  Hian  that 
sfpointed  by  Oeneral  Banks.  The  rebel  forces 
■t  Foft  De  Kusse^,  thinking  to  defeat  him,  left 
^  fort  on  the  fourteenth  to  give  him  battle 
B  the  open  field ;  but,  while  occupying  the 
CBemy  with  skirmishing  and  demonstrations, 
3^th  pushed  forward  to  Fort  De  Russey,  which 
kad  been  left  with  a  weak  garrison,  and  captu)red 
it  with  its  garrison^bout  three  hundred  and 
^  men,  eleren  pieces  of  artillery,  and  many 
■aafl  anns.  Our  loss  was  but  slight  On  the 
Mleeoth  he  pu^ed  forward  to  Alexandria, 
vtiek  pboe  he  reached  on  the  eighteenth.  On 
^  tweuty-first  he  had  an  engagement  with  the 
Mqr  tt  HenderBon  Hill,  in  which  he  defeated 
{km,  capturing  two  hundred  and  ten  prisoners 
|nl  fov  pieces  of  artillery. 
j  Oa  the  twenty-eighth  he  again  attacked  and  de- 
1  teed  the  enemy  mider  the  rebel  General  Taylor, 
jatCberirer.  By  the  twenty-sizth  General  ^nks 
'  U  aaseiLhled  lus  whole  army  at  Alexandria,  and 
fiibed  forward  to  Grand  Eoore.  On  the  mom- 
H{  of  April  sixth  he  moved  from  Grand  Ecore. 
(k  ^  afternoon  of  the  seventh  his  advance 


enp^aged  the  enemy  near  Pleasant  Hill  and  drove 
him  from  the  field.  On  the  same  afternoon  the 
enemy  made  a  stand  eight  miles  beyond  Pleasant 
Hill,  but  was  again  compelled  to  retreat  On 
the  eighth,  at  Sabine  Cross-roads  and  Peach 
Hill,  t£e  enemy  attacked  and  defeated  his  ad- 
vance, capturing  nineteen  pieces  of  artillery  and 
an  immense  amount  of  transportation  and 
stores.  During  the  night  General  Banks  fell 
back  to  Pleasant  Hill,  where  another  battle  was 
fought  on  the  ninth,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  great  loss.  During  the  night  Gfeuend 
Banks  continued  his  retrogade  movement  to 
Grand  Ecore,  and  thence  to  Alexandria,  which 
he  reached  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  April. 
Here  a  serious  difficulty  arose  in  getting  Aami- 
ral  Porter's  fleet,  which  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition, over  the  rapids,  the  water  having  fallen 
so  much  since  they  passed  up  as  to  prevent 
their  return.  At  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  (now 
Brigadier-General)  Bailey,  and  under  his  super- 
intendence, wing-dams  were  constructed,  by 
which  the  channel  was  contracted  so  that  the 
fleet  passed  down  the  rapids  in  safety. 

The  army  evacuted  AJexandria  on  the  four- 
teenth of  May,  after  considerable  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  advance,  and  reached  Morgan- 
zia  and  Point  Couple  near  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  disastrous  termination  of  this  en>edition, 
and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  rendered  imprac- 
ticable the  carrying  out  of  my  plan  of  a  move- 
ment in  force  sumcient  to  ensure  the  capture  of 
Mobile. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  March,  Major-Ckneral 
Steele  left  Littie  Rock  with  the  Seventh  Army 
Corps  to  cooperate  with  Greneral  Banks'  expedi- 
tion (m  Red  river,  and  reached  Arkadelphia  on 
the  twenty-eighth.  On  the  sixteenth  of  April, 
after  driving  the  enemy  before  him,  he  was 
joined,  near  Elkin's  Ferrv,  in  Washita  county, 
by  General  Thayer,  who  had  inarched  from  Fort 
Smith.  After  several  severe  skirmishes,  in 
which  the  enemy  was  defeated.  General  Steele 
reached  Camden,  which  he  occupied  about  the 
middle  of  April. 

Op  learning  the  defeat  and  consequent  retreat  of 
General  Banks  on  Red  river,  and  the  loss  of  one 
of  his  own  trains  at  Marks'  mill,  in  Dallas  county, 
General  Steele  determined  to  fall  back  to  the 
Arkansas  river.  He  left  Camden  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  April,  and  reached  Little  Rock  on  the 
second  of  May.  On  the  thirtieth  of  April,  the 
enemy  attacked  him  while  crossing  Saline  river 
at  Jenkins'  ferry,  but  Vas  repulsed  with  consid- 
erable loss.  Our  loss  was  about  six  hundred  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Major-General  Canbv,  who  had  been  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  ''Military  Division  of 
the  West  Mississippi,"  was  therefore  directed 
to  send  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  to  join  the 
armies  operatmg  against  Richmond,  and  to 
limit  the  remainder  of  his  command  to  such 
operations  as  might  be  necessary  to  hold  the 
positions  and  lines  of  communications  he  then 
occupied. 
Before  starting  General  A.  J.  Smith's  troops 
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back  to  Sberman,  Grenerad  Ganby  sent  a  part  of 
it  to  disperse  a  force  of  the  enemy  that  was 
ooUecting  near  the  Mississippi  river.  General 
Smith  met  and  defeated  this  force  near  Lake 
Chicot  on  the  fifth  of  June.  Oar  loss  was  about 
forty  killed  and  seventy  wounded. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  General  Canby  sent 
Major-General  Gordon  Granger,  with  such  forces 
as  he  could  collect,  to  cooperate  with  Admiral 
Farragut  against  the  defences  of  Mobile  bay. 
On  the  eighSi  of  August,  Fort  Gaines  surrendered 
to  the  combined  naval  and  land  forces.  Fort 
Powell  was  bl9wn  up  and  abandoned. 

On  the  ninth.  Fort  Morgan  was  invested,  and, 
after  a  severe  bombardment,  surrendered  on  the 
twenty-third.  The  total  captures  amounted  to 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  pris- 
oners, and  one  hundred  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. 

About  the  last  of  August,  it  being  reported 
that  the  rebel  General  Price,  with  a  force  of 
about  ten  thousand  men,  had  reached  Jackson- 
port,  on  his  way  to  invade  Missouri,  General 
A.  J.  Smith's  command,  then  en  route  from  Mem- 
phis to  join  Sherman,  was  ordered  to  Missouri. 
A  cavalry  force  was  also,  at  the  same  time,  sent 
from  Memphis,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Winslow.  This  made  General  Rosecrans' 
forces  superior  to  those  of  Price,  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  he  would  be  able  to  check  Price 
and  drive  him  back;  while  the  forces  under 
General  Steele,  in  Arkansas,  would  cut  off  his 
retreat.  On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September, 
Price  attacked  Pilot  Knob,  and  forced  the  garri- 
son to  retreat,  and  thence  moved  north  to  the 
Missouri  river,  and  continued  up  that  river  to- 
ward Kansas.  General  Curtis,  commanding  de- 
partment of  Kansas,  immediately  collected  such 
forces  as  he  could  to  repel  the  invasion  of  Klan- 
sas,  while  General  Rosecrans*  cavalry  was 
operating  in  his  rear. 

The  enemy  was  brought  to  battle  on  the  Big 
Blue,  and  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  iJl  Ids 
artillery  and  trains,  and  a  large  number  of  pris- 
oners. He  made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  North- 
em  Arkansas.  The  impunity  with  which  Price 
was  enabled  to  roam  over  the  State  of  Missouri 
for  a  long  time,  and  the  incalculable  mischief 
done  by  nim,  shows  to  how  little  purpose  a 
superior  force  may  be  used.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  General  Rosecrans  should  not  luive 
concentrated  his  forces,  and  beaten' and  driven 
Price  before  the  latter  reached  Pilot  Knob. 

September  twentieth,  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
imder  Forrest,  crossed  the  Tennessee  near 
Waterloo,  Alabama,  and  on  the  twenty-third 
attacked  the  garrison  at  Athens,  consisting  of 
six  hundred  men,  which  capitulated  on  the 
twenty-fourth.  Boon  after  the  surrender  two 
regiments  of  reinforcements  arrived,  and  after  a 
severe  fight  were  compelled  to  surrender.  For- 
rest destroyed  the  railroad  westward,  captured 
the  garrison  at  Salphur  Branch  trestle,  skir- 
mished with  the  earrison  at  Pulaski  on  the 
tw6nty-«eventhy  and  on  the  same  day  cut  the 


Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  near  Tnlb- 
homa  and  Dechard.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
tieth one  column  of  Forrest's  command,  under 
Buford,  appeared  before  Huntsville,  and  enm- 
moned  the  surrender  of  the  garrison.  Receiv- 
ing an  answer  in  tiie  negative,  he  remained  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  place  until  the  next  morning, 
when  he  again  summoned  its  surrender,  and  re- 
ceived the  same  reply  as  on  the  night  before. 
He  withdrew  in  the  (urection  of  Athens,  which 
place  had  been  regarrisoned,  and  attacked  it  on 
the  afternoon  of  uie  first  of  October,  but  with- 
out success.  On  the  momii^  of  die  second  he 
renewed  his  attack,  but  was  handsomely  re- 
pulsed. 

Another  column  under  Forrest  i^peared  be- 
fore Columbia  on  the  momine  of  me  first,  bat 
did  not  make  an  attack.  On  the  morning  of  the 
third  he  moved  toward  Mount  Pleasant  While 
these  operations  were  going  on,  every  exertioa 
was  made  by  General  Thomas  to  destroy  the 
forces  imder  Forrest  before  he  could  recrossthe 
Tennessee,  but  was  unable  to  prevent  his  escape 
to  Corinth,  Mississippi 

In  September,  an  en>edition  under  General 
Burbridge  was  sent  to  aestroy  the  salt  works  at 
SaltviUe,  Virginia.  He  met  the  enemy  on  the 
second  of  October,  about  three  miles  and  a  half 
from  SaltviUe,  and  drove  him  into  his  stronglj- 
intrenched  position  around  the  salt  works,  from 
which  he  was  unable  to  dislodge  him.  Dvriitf 
the  night  he  withdrew  his  command, and  retonied 
to  KentucW. 

Genera]  Sherman,  immediately  after  the  M  of 
Atlanta,  put  his  armies  in  camp  in  and  aboat 
^e  place,  and  made  all  preparations  for  refitting 
and  supplying  them  for  future  senrice.  The 
great  length  of  road  from  Atlanta  to  the  Onm- 
berland  river,  however,  which  had  to  be  guard- 
ed, allowed  Ihe  troops  but  Htde  rest 

Dorinp;  this  time  Jefferson  Davis  made  a 
speech  m  Macon,  Georgia,  whidi  was  reported 
in  tiie  papers  of  the  South,  and  soon  became 
known  to  the  whole*  country,  disdosi]^  the 
plsms  of  the  enemy,  thus  enabling  General  Ger- 
man to  fully  meet  thenu  He  exhibited  the 
weakness  of  supposing  that  an  army  that  bad 
been  beaten  and  fearniUy  decimated  in  a  vain 
attempt  at  the  defensive,  oould  suooessfuDy  im- 
dertake  tiie  offensive  against  the  army  tiiat  had 
so  often  defeated'  it 

In  execution  of  this  plan,  Hood,  witii  his 
army,  was  soon  reported  to  th^  Bouth-west  of 
Atlanta.  Moving  far  to  Sherman's  right  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  tiie  raihroad  about  Big 
Shanty,  and  moved  north  on  it 

General  Sherman,  leaving  a  force  to  hold  At- 
lanta, with  the  remainder  of  his  army  fdl  upon 
him  and  drove  him  to  Gadsden,  Alabama.  See- 
ing the  constsiit  annoyance  he  would  have  with 
the  roads  to  his  rear  if  he  attempted  to  hold 
Atlanta,  General  Sherman  proposed  the  aban- 
donment and  destruction  of  that  place,  witii  all 
the  raihroads  leading  to  it,  and  telegraphed  me 
as  follows : 
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xQBrtKfiiu,  Qa^  OotobM- 10   aooa. 

"Despatch  abont  Wilson  just  reoeiyed. 
Hood  u  DOW  croflsing  Gooea  river,  twelve  miles 
below  Rome,  bonnd  west  If  he  passes  over 
die  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  had  I  not  better  exe- 
eite  the  plan  of  mj  letter  sent  bj  Colonel  Por- 
ter, and  leave  General  Thomas,  with  the  troops 
DOW  in  Tennessee,  to  defbnd  tiie  State?  He 
win  have  an  ample  force  when  the  reinforce- 
Bents  ordered  reach  Nashville. 

«  W.  T.  Sotrmak, 

'lisiiteDant-General  Gkamt." 

For  a  foil  understanding  of  the  plan  referred 
to  in  this  despatch,  I  quote  Irom  tne  letter  sent 
by  Colonel  Porter:  **I  will  therefore  give  my 
opaion,  that  jonr  annj  and  Ganby's  should  be 
ieinf<Ht»d  to  tiie  maximnm ;  that  after  yon  get 
Wibuneton,  joa  strike  for  Savannah  and  the 
river;  uat  Ouiby  be  instmcted  to  hold  the 
MiHoamppi  river,  and  send  a  foroe  to  get  Co- 
hoibos,  Geoigia,  either  by  the  way  of  the  Ala- 
beaa  or  the  Appalachicma,  and  that  I  ke^ 
Hood  emfdoyed  and  pat  my  army  in  final  order 
kft  a  march  on  Angnsta,  Colombia,  and  Charles- 
l(Ni,tobe  ready  as  soon  as  Wilmington  is.  sealed 
as  to  commeroe,  and  the  dty  of  Savannah  is  in 
om  possession."  This  was  in  replpr  to  a  letter 
of  mme  of  date  September  twelfth,  m  answer  to 
a  deqMtcfa  of  his  containing  sobstantially  the 
nae  proposition,  and  in  which  I  informed  him 
of  a  proposed  movement  against  Wilmington, 
and  Of  thie  sitoation  in  Vixginia^  et& 

«*Gbt  Ponr,  Va.,  October  U,  1M4~11  a,  h. 

*Toiff  despsEtch  of  October  tentii  received. 
Dees  it  not  look  as  if  Hood  was  going  to 
iMempt  the  invasion  of  Middle  Tennessee, 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  and  Memphis  and 
roads  to  sopnly  his  base  on  the 
river,  aboot  Florence  or  Decator? 
if  be  does  this,  he  onght  to  be  met  and  pre- 
vcBted  from  getting  north  of  the  Tennessee 
riv«r.  if  yon  were  to  cot  loose,  I  do  not  be- 
fisre  yon  woidd  meet  Hood's  army,  hot  would 
he  bushwhacked  by  all  tiie  old  men  and  little 

&I,  and  such  railroad  guards  as  are  still 
at  home.  Hood  would  probacy  strike  for 
Kssfaville,  thinking  that  by  going  north  he 
could  inflict  greater  damage  upon  us  than  we 
etuld  upon  iSe  rebds  by  going  south.  If  ^ere 
is  any  wmj  q|  getting  at  Hood's  army  I  would 
prefer  lliat ;  but  I  mcbt  trust  to  your  own  judg- 
wmt  I  fiikd  I  shall  not  be  aUe  to  send  a  force 
Iran  here  to  act  with  yoo  on  Savannah.  Tour 
aoveasents,  therefore,  will.be  independent  of 
Boae;  at  least  until  the  fall  <tf  Richmond  takes 
phee.  I  am  afraid  Thomas,  with  such  lines  of 
mtd  as  he  has  to  protect/eoukl  not  jMrevent 
Bosd  from  going  north.  With  Wilson  turned 
Inae,  with  aH  your  cavalry,  you  will  find  the 
isMs  pot  much  more  on  the  defensive  than 
hm^toime.  *"  U.  S.  Oramt, 

**Lleii' 

'^M^ar-Qeowal  W.  T.  SBmuM." 


<* Knotroir,  Oa.,  Oetober  lUUl  ▲.  H. 

"Hood  moved  his  army  from  Palmetto 
station  across  by  Dallas  and  Cedartown,  and  is 
now  on  the  Coosa  river,  south  of  Rome.  He 
threw  one  corps  on  my  road  at  Acworth,  and  I 
was  forced  to  follow.  I  hold  Atlanta  with  the 
Twentieth  corps,  and  have  strong  detachments 
along  my  line.  This  reduces  mv  active  foroe  to 
a  comparatively  small  armv.  We  cannot  remain 
here  on  the  defensive.  With  the  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  and  the  bold  cavalry  he  has,  he 
can  constantly  break  my  roads.  I  would  in- 
finitely prefer  to  make  a  wreck  of  the  road,  and 
of  the  country  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  in- 
dndinff  tiie  latter  city,  send  back  all  my 
wounded  and  worthless,  and,  with  my  effective 
army,  move  through  Georgia,  smashing  things, 
to  the  sea.  Hood  may  turn  into  Tennessee  and 
Kentudry,  but  I  believe  he  will  be  forced  to 
follow  me.  Instead  of  my  bein^  on  Hie  defensi  ve, 
I  would  be  on  the  offensive ;  instead  of  guess- 
ing at  what  he  means  to  do,  he  would  have  to 
guess  at  my  plans.  The  difference  in  war  is 
fuU  twenty-five  per  cent  I  can  make  Savannah, 
Charieston,  or  the  month  of  the  Chattahoochee. 

*"  Answer  quick,  as  I  know  we  will  not  have 
the  telegrapn  long. 

"W.T.Shbrmak, 

«  MiOor-0«Denl. 

"*  lieutenant-General  Gsaxt." 

«  Got  Pom,  Va.,  October  11, 1844—11:80  p.  h. 

"  Your  despatch  of  to^av  received.  If  you 
are  satisfied  the  trip  to  the  sea-coast  can  be 
made,  holding  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  river 
firmly,  you  may  make  it,  destroying  all  the  rail- 
road south  of  Dalton  or  Chattanooga,  as  you 
think  best 

"U.S.GRAOT, 

<  <  LiMiMiiuii-GwianL 
**  Mijor-General  W.  T.  Qembmas." 

It  was  the  original  design  to  hold  Atlanta, 
and  bv  getting  through  to  the  coast,  with  a  gar- 
rison left  on  the  southern  railroads,  leading  east 
and  west,  through  Oeorgia,  to  effectiutlly  sever 
the  east  from  the  west  In  other  words,  cot 
the  woold-be  confederacy  in  two  again,  as  it 
had  been  cut  once  by  our  gaining  possession  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  Qeneral  Sherman's  plan 
virtually  effected  this  object 

(General  Sherman  commenced  at  once  his  prep- 
arations for  his  proj^osed  movement,  keeping 
his  army  in  position  m  the  meantime  to  watch 
Hood.  Becoming  satisfied  that  Hood  had  moved 
westward  from  Gadsden  across  Sand  mountain, 
General  Sherman  sent  the  Fourth  corps.  Major- 
General  Stanlev  commanding,  and  the  Twenty- 
third  corps,  Miatjor-General  Sohofield  command- 
ing, back  to  Chattanooga,  to  report  to  Maior- 
Gkneral  Thomas,  at  NashvtDe,  whom  he  had 
placed  in  comnumd  of  all  the  troops  of  his 
military  division,  save  the  four  army  corps  and 
cavalry  division  he  designed  to  move  with 
throi^h  Georgia.  With  the  troops  thus  left  at 
his  disposal,  there  was  litde  doubt  that  General 
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Thomas  could  hold  the  h'ne  of  the  Tennessee, 
or,  iu  tlie  event  Hood  should  force  it,  would  be 
able  to  concentrate  and  beat  him  in  battle.  It 
was  therefore  readily  consented  to  that  Sher- 
man should  start  for  the  sea-coast. 

Having  concentrated  his  troops  at  Atlanta  bj 
the  fourteenth  of  November,  he  commenced  his 
march,  threatening  both  Augusta  and  Macon. 
His  coming-out  point  could  not  be  definitely 
fixed.  Havmg  to  ^ther  his  subsistence  as  he 
marched  through  toe  country,  it  was  not  impos- 
sible that  a  force  inferior  to  his  own  might  com- 
pel him  to  head  for  such  point  as  he  could 
reach,  instead  of  such  as  he  might  prefer.  The 
blindness  of  the  enemy,  however,  in  ignoring 
his  movement,  and  sending  Hood's  armv — the 
only  considerable  force  he  had  west  of  Rich- 
mond and  east  of  the  Mississippi  river — north- 
ward on  an  offensive  campaign,  left  the  whole 
country  open,  and  Sherman's  route  to  his  own 
choice. 

How  that  campaign  was  conducted,  how  little 
opposition  was  met  with,  the  condition  of  the 
country  throtigh  which  the  armies  passed,  the 
capture  of  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Savannah 
river,  and  tiie  occupation  of  Savannah  on  the 
twenty-first  of  December,  are  all  clearly  set 
forth  in  General  Sherman's  admirable  report 

Soon  after  General  Sherman  commenced  his 
march  &om  Atlanta^  two  expeditions,  one  from 
Baton  Houge,  Louisiana,  and  one  from  Yicks- 
burg,  Mississippi,  were  started  by  Creneral  Can- 
by  to  cut  the  enemy's  line  of  oonununication 
with  Mobile,  and  detain  troops  in  that  field. 
General  Foster,  commanding  Department  of  the 
South,  also  sent  an  expedition,  via  Broad  river, 
to  destroy  the  railroaa  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah.  The  expedition  from  Vicksburg, 
under  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-G^neiul 
E.  D.  Osband  (Colonel  Third  United  States  Col- 
ored Cavalry),  captured,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  November,  and  destroyed  the  Mississippi 
Central  railroad  bridge  and  trestle-work  over 
Big  Black  river,  near  Canton,  thirty  miles  of 
the  road,  and  two  locomotives,  besides  large 
amounts  of  stores.  The  expedition  from  Baton 
Roiige  was  without  favorable  results.  The  ex- 
pedition from  the  Department  of  the  Sonth, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Bri^idier- 
General  John  P  Hatch,  consisting  of  about  five 
thousand  men  of  all  arms,  including  a  brigade 
from  the  navy,  proceeded  np  Broad  river  and 
debarked  at  Boyd's  Neck,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  November,  from  where  it  moved  to  strike 
the  railroad  at  GrahamsviUe.  At  Honey  HiH, 
about  three  mUes  from  GrahamsviUe,  the  enemy 
was  found  and  attacked,  in  a  strongly-fortified 

riition,  which  resulted,  after  severe  fighting, 
our  repnlse,  with  a  loss  of  seven  hundr^ 
and  fortv-six  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 
During  the  night  General  Hatch  withdrew,  (ni 
the  sixth  of  December  General  Foster  obtained 
a.position  covering  the  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah railroad,  between  the  Cooaawatohie  and 
Talifinny  rivers. 
Hood,  instead  of  following  Sherman,  contin- 


ued his  move  northward,  which  seemed  to  me 
to  be  leadine  to  his  certain  doom.  At  all  events, 
had  I  had  me  power  to  command  both  armies, 
I  should  not  have  changed  the  orders  und^ 
which  he  seemed  to  be  acting.  On  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  October  the  advance  of  Hood's  army 
attacked  the  garrison  at  Decatur,  Alabama,  but 
failing  to  carry  the  place,  withdrew  toward 
Conmand,  and  succeeded,  in  the  face  of  cue 
cavalry,  in  effecting  a  lodgement  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Tennessee  nver,  near  Florence. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  Forrest  reached  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Fort  Heiman,  and  captured  a  rnnboat 
and  three  transports.  On  the  second  of  Novem- 
ber he  planted  batteries  above  and  below  Jofan- 
sonville,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  iso- 
lating three  gunboats  and  eight  transports.  Od 
the  ^urth  the  enemy  opened  his  batteries  upon 
the  place,  and  was  replied  to  from  the  gunboau 
and  the  g^arrison.  The  gunboats  becoming  dis- 
abled, were  set  on  fire,  as  also  were  the  trans- 
ports, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  About  a  million  and  a  half  doUars' 
wortii  of  stores  and  property  on  the  levee  and 
in  storehouses  was  consumed  by  fire.  On  the 
iSfth  the  enemy  disappeared  and  crossed  to  the 
north  side  of  &e  Tennessee  river,  above  John- 
sonville,  moving  toward  Qifton,  and  subse- 
quently joined  Hood.  On  the  night  of  Ae  fifth 
General  Schofield,  with  the  advance  of  the 
Twenty-third  corps,  reached  Johnsonvilie,  but 
finding  the  enemy  gone,  was  ordered  to  Pulaski, 
and  put  in  command  of  all  the  troops  there, 
with  instructions  to  watch  the  movements  of 
Hood  and  retard  his  advance,  but  not  to  risk  a 
general  engagement  until  the  arrival  of  Geoerai 
A.  J.  Smith's  conmiand  from  Missouri,  and  until 
General  Wilson  could  get  his  cavah7  re- 
mounted. 

On  the  nineteenth  General  Hood  continned 
his  advance.  General  Thomas,  retarding  him 
as  much  as  possible,  fell  back  toward  Na^ville, 
for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  his  command 
and  gaining  time  for  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy  coming  up  with  our  main 
force,  commanded  by  €^neral  Schofield,  at 
Franklin,  on  the  thirtieth,  assaulted  our  works 
repeatedly  during  the  afternoon,  ontil  late  at 
night,  but  were  in  every  instance  repulsed.  His 
loss  in  this  battle  was  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  killed,  seven  hundred  and  two 
prisoners,  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
wounded.  Among  his  losses  were  six  general 
officers  killed,  six  wounded,  and  one  c^tm^ 
Our  entire  loss  was  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred. This  was  the  first  serious  oppositio||  the 
enemy  met  with,  and  I  am  satisfied  was  the  faid 
blow  to  all  his  expectations.  During  the  night 
General  Schofield  fell  back  toward  Nashville. 
This  left  the  field  to  the  enemy— not  lost  by  bat- 
tie,  but  voluntarily  abandoned— eo  that  General- 
Thomas*  whole  force  might  be  brought  together. 
The  enemy  followed  up,  and  commenced  tbe 
establishment  of  his  line  in  front  of  Nasb> 
viUe  on  the  second  of  December. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Hood  was 
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eroflnng  tlie  Tennessee  river,  and  that  Price 
WM  gomg  out  of  Missouri,  General  Rosecrans 
wtt  oideired  to  send  to  General  Thomas  tiie 
troops  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  and 
such  other  troops  as  he  could  spare.  The  ad- 
faooe  of  this  reinforcement  reached  Nashville 

00  the  thirtieth  of  November. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  December 
General  Thomas  attacked  Hood  in  position,  and, 
in  a  battle  lasting  two  days,  defeated  and  arove 
him  from  the  neld  in  the '  utmost  confusion, 
ktviog  in  our  hands  most  of  his  artillery  and 
many  thousand  prisoners,  including  four  general 
offioers. 

Before  tiie  battle  of  Nashville  I  grew  very 
impatient  over,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  the  unne- 
oesaary  delay.  This  impatience  was  incr^ised 
upon  ieaniing  that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  force 
Qt  cavalryacross  the  Cumberland  into  Kentucky. 

1  feared  Hood  would  cross  his  whole  army  aod 
give  OS  great  trouble  there.  After  urging  upon 
Gcnsrai  Thomas  the  necessity  of  immediately 
aaniming  the  offensive,  I  started  west  to  super- 
intend matters  there  in  person.  Reaching  Wash- 
ington City,  I  received  General  Thomas'  de- 
spatch announcing  his  attack  upon  the  enemy, 
and  the  result  as  Ceut  as  the  oattle  had  pro- 
passed.  I  was  delighted.  All  fears  and  appre- 
bensioDS  were  dispelled.  I  am  not  yet  satisfied 
bat  &at  General  Thomas,  immediately  upon  the 
appearance  of  Hood  before  Nashville,  and  be- 
fon  he  had  time  to  fortify,  should  have  moved 
out  with  his  whole  force  and  given  him  battle, 
instead  of  waiting  to  remount  his  cavalry,  which 
delayed  him  untu  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
made  it  impracticable  to  attack  earlier  than  he 
did.  Bat  his  final  defeat  of  Hood  was  so  com- 
pete tint  it  will  be  accepted  as  a  vindication  of 
that  distin^nished  officer's  judgment 

After  Hood*s  defeat  at  Nashville  he  retreated, 
doaely  pursued  by  cavalry  and  infantry,  to  tiie 
Teooessee  river,  being  forced  to  abandon  many 
pieces  of  artiUeiy  and  most  of  his  transporta- 
000.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  December  our 
advance  fbroes  ascertained  that  he  had  made 
good  hw  escape  to  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

Abont  this  time,  the  rains  having  set  in  hea- 

ain  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  making  it  diffi- 
to  move  army  transportation  and  artillery, 
Geosral  Thomas  stopped  the  pursuit  by  his 
Bsia  force  at  the  Tennessee  nver.  A  email 
foroe  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer, 
Rfteeoth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  oontinued  to 
follow  Hood  for  some  distance,  capturing  oon- 
aidcrable  transportation  and  the  enemy  s  pon- 
toon bridge.  The  details  of  these  operations 
wi&  be  fomid  daa^X  set  forth  in  (}en<ural 
Thsmsa^  reporti 

A  oavjlfj  eipedition,  under  Brevet  M%jor- 
Gssecal  Uiierson,  started  from  Memphis  on  the 
tsss^-irst  Deoember.  On  the  twenty-fifth  he 
Bvpmed  snd  oaptored  Forresfs  dismounted 
oaap  at  Verons,  Mississippi,  on  the  Mobile  and 
Oiso  railrosd,  destroyed  the  railroad,  sixteen 
can  loaded  with  wagons  and  pontoons  for 
Hood's  snnjffonr  thousand  new  English  car- 


bines, and  large  amounts  of  public  stores.  On 
the  morning  of  the  twesty-eighth  he  attacked 
and  captured  a  force  of  the  enemy  at  Egypt, 
and  destroyed  a  train  of  fourteen  cars ;  thence, 
tiumine  to  the  south-west,  he  struck  the  Missis- 
sippi Central  railroad  at  Winona,  and  destroyed 
the  factories  and  large  amounts  of  stores  at 
Bankston,  and  the  machine-shops  and  public 
property  at  Grenada,  arriving  at  Yicksburg  Jan- 
uary fiftii. 

During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee, 
the  enen\y,  with  a  force  under  General  Breckin- 
ridge, entered  East  Tennessee.  On  the  thir- 
teenth of  November,  he  attacked  General  Gil- 
lem,  near  Morristown,  capturing  his  artillerv 
and  several  hundred  prisoners.  Gillem,  with 
what  was  left  of  his  command,  retreated  to 
Knozville.  Following  up  bis  success,  Breckin- 
ridge moved  to  near  Elnoxville,  but  withdrew 
on  the  eighteenth,  followed  by  General  Anmien. 
Under  the  directions  of  General  Thomas,  Gene- 
ral Stoneman  concentrated  the  commands  of 
GenersJs  Burbridge  and  Gillem  near  Bean's 
station,  to  operate  against  Breckinridge,  and 
destroy  or  drive  him  into  Virginia-— destroy  the 
»edt  works  at  Saltville,  and  the  railroad  into 
Virginia  as  far  as  he  could  go  without  endan- 
gering his  command.  On  the  twelfth  of  Decem- 
ber he  commenced  his  movement,  capturing 
and  dispersing  the  enemy's  force  wherever  he 
met  them.  On  the  sixteenth  he  struck  the 
enemy,  under  Vaughn,  at  Marion,  completely 
routing  and  pursuing  him  to  Wvtheville,  cap- 
turing aU  his  artillery  trains,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninefy-ei^ht  prisoners,  and  destroyed 
Wytheville,  with  its  stores  and  supplies,  and 
the  extensive  lead-works  near  there.  Return- 
ing to  Marion,  he  met  a  force  under  Breckin- 
ridge, consisting,  among  other  troops,  of  the 
garrison  of  Baltville,  that  had  started  m  pursuit 
He  at  once  made  arrangements  to  attack  it  the 
next  morning;  but  morning  found  Breckinridge 

§one.  He  then  moved  directly  to  SaltviUe,  and 
estroyed  the  extensive  salt-works  at  that  place, 
a  large  amount  of  stores,  and  captured  eight 
pieces  of  artillery.  Having  thus  successfully 
executed  his  instructions,  he  returned  General 
Burbridee  to  Lexington  and  Greneral  Gillem  to 
KnoxviUe. 

Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  was  the  most 
important  searcoast  port  left  to  the  enemy 
through  which  to  get  supplies  from  abroad,  and 
send  cotton  an^  other  products  out  by  blockade- 
runners,  besides  being  a  place  of  ^reat  strategic 
valne.  The  navy  had  been  making  strenuous 
exertions  to  seal  the  harbor  of  Wihnineton,  but 
with  only  partial  effect  The  nature  of  the  out- 
let of  Cape  Fear  river  was  such  that  it  required 
watdiing  for  so  great  a  distance  that,  without 
m>sse88ion  of  the  land  north  of  New  Inlet,  or 
Fort  Fisher,  it  was  impossible  for  the  navy  to 
entirely  dose  the  harbor  against  the  entrance  of 
blockade-runners. 

To  secure  the  possession  of  this  land  required 
the  cooperation  of  a  land  force,  which  I  agreed 
to  fiiroish.     I  immediately    commenced  the 
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assemblage  in  Hampton  Roads,  nnder  Admiral  D. 
D.  Porter,  of  the  most^onnidable  armada  ever 
collected  for  concentration  upon  one  given 
point  This  necessarily  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  loyal  North ; 
and  through  the  imprudence  of  the  pnUic  press, 
and  very  likely  of  officers  of  b^th  branches  of 
service,  the  exact  object  of  the  expedition  be- 
came a  subject  of  conmion  discussion  in  the 
newspapers  both  North  and  South.  The  ene- 
my, thus  warned,  prepared  to  meet  it  This 
caused  a  postponement  of  the  expedition  until 
the  latter  part  of  November,  when,  being  again 
called  upon  by  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  AssistantSecre- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed  to  furnish  the  men 
required  at  once,  and  went  myself,  in  comx>any 
with  Major-General  Butler,  to  Hampton  Roads, 
where  we  had  a  conference  with  Admiral  Porter 
as  to  the  force  required  and  the  time  of  startmg. 
A  force  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  men  was 
regu'ded  as  sufficient  The  time  of  starting 
was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it  was  thought 
all  would  be  ready  by  the  sixth  of  December,  if 
not  before.  Learning,  on  the  thirtieth  of  No- 
▼ember,  that  Bnsg  luid  gone  to  Qeor^,  taking 
with  him  most  of  the  forces  about  Wilming^n, 
I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  inmortanoe  that  the 
expedition  should  reach  its  destination  before 
the  return  of  Bragg,  and  directed  Qeneral  But- 
ler to  make  all  arrangements  for  the  departure 
of  Major-Q^neral  Weitzel,  wlio  had  been  desig- 
nated to  command  the  land  forces,  so  that  the 
navy  might  not  be  detained  one  moment 
^  On  the  sixth  of  December,  the  following  Id- 
gtructions  were  given : 

«  Ckrr  FOOT,  ▼▲.,  DeoMibv  6^  ISfC 
"  GEMVftAL :  The  first  object  of  the  expedition 
nnder  General  Weitzel  is  to  close  to  the  enemy 
the  port  of  Wilmington.  If  successful  in  this, 
the  second  will  be  to  capture  Wilming^n  itself. 
There  are  reasonable  grounds  to  hope  for  suc- 
cess, if  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  absence 
of  the  greater  pu*t  of  the  enemy's  forces,  now 
looking  »fter  Sherman  in  Georgia.  The  direc- 
tions you  have  given  for  the  numbers  and 
equipment  of  the  expedition  are  all  right,  except 
in  the  most  unimportant  matter  of  whore  ^ey 
embark  and  the  amount  of  intrenching  tools  to 
be  taken.  The  object  of  the  expedition  will  be 
ffained  by  effecting  a  landing  on  the  main  land 
between  Cape  Fear  river  and  the  Atiantic,  north 
of  the  north  entrance  to  the  river.  Should  such 
hmdim^  be  effected  while  the  enemy  still  holds 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  guarding  the  en- 
tranoe  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  should 
intrench  themselves,  and,  by  co(Vperating  with 
the  navv,  effect  the  reduction  and  capture  of 
those  places.  These  in  our  hands,  the  navy 
could  enter  the  harbor,  and  tiie  port  of  Wil- 
mington would  be  sealed.  Should  Fort  Fisher 
and  tiie  point  of  land  on  which  it  is  built  &11 
into  the  hands  of  our  troops  immediately  on 
landing,  then  it  will  be  worth  the  attempt  to 
capture  WOmiuff  ton  by  a  forced  Hiarch  and  sur- 
pxoe.    If  time  is  consosned  in  gaining  the  first 


object  of  tiie  expedition,  tiie  second  will  I 
a  matter  of  after-consideration. 

**  The  details  for  execution  are  entrMted  to 
yon  and  the  officer  immediatdj  in  command  of 
the  troops. 

''Should  the  troops  under  General  Weiiael 
fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or  near  Fort  Fiiher, 
they  win  be  returned  to  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond  without  d^y. 

«U.  a  Gbiht, 
"  LloVMMai-OMinl. 

*"  Major-General  B.  F.  Butlb." 

G^eral  Butler  commanding  the  army  from 
which  tiie  troops  were  taken  for  this  enterprise, 
and  the  territory  within  which  thev  were  to 
operate,  militai^  courtesy  required  that  tH 
orders  and  instructions  should  go  through  him. 
They  were  so  sent;  but  Gtoeinal  Weiteel  has 
since  officially  informed  me  that  he  never  re- 
ceived the  foregoing  instructions,  nor  was  be 
aware  of  their  existence  until  he  read  QenecBl 
Butier's  puUished  official  report  of  tiie  Fort 
Fisher  fnuure,  with  my  endorsement  and  papen 
accompanying  it  I  nad  no  idea  of  Cfeiieial 
Butier  s  accompanying  the  expedition  until  the 
evening  before  it  g^t  off  firom  Bermuda  Hib)- 
dred,  and  then  did  not  dream  bat  tbat  GeDonl 
Weitael  had  received  all  tiie  instructions,  and 
would  be  in  command.  I  rather  formed  the  idea 
that  General  Butier  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
witness  the  effect  of  the  explosion  of  the  pow- 
der-boat The  expedition  was  detained  several 
days  at  Hampton  Koads,  awaiting  the  loading  of 
thepowder-boat 

The  importance  of  getting  the  Wihnmctoi 
expedition  off  without  delay,  with  or  witboat 
the  powder-boat,  had  been  urged  upon  General 
Butier,  and  he  advised  to  so  notify  Admiral 
Porter. 

The  expedition  finally  got  off  on  tiie  tiurtesBfli 
of  December,  and  arrived  at  the  phoe  of  ren- 
dezvous, off  New  Inlet,  near  Fort  raher,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fifteenth.  Admiral  Porter  ar- 
rived on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth,  having 
put  in  at  Beaufort  to  get  ammunition  for  the  mon- 
itors. The  sea  beooming  rough,  maldng  it  difr 
cult  to  land  troops,  and  tiie  supply  of  water  and 
ooal  being  about  exhausted,  tiie  tran^ort  Beet 
put  back  to  Beaufort  to  replenish ;  this,  with  the 
state  of  the  weather,  delayed  tiie  retom  to  the 
plaoe  of  rendezvous  untu  tiie  tweoty-fovtiL 
The  powder-boat  was  exploded  on  the  moraine 
of  the  twenty-four  til,  before  the  return  of  Geoecal 
Butier  from  Beaufort ;  but  it  would  seem,  from 
the  notice  takea  of  it  in  tiie  Southern  newspa- 
pers, tiiat  the  enemy  were  never  et^ic^teoea  as 
to  the  object  of  the  explosion  until  they  were 
informed  by  tiie  Northern  press. 

On  the  twenty-Aftil  a  knding  mm  eieolad 
without  opposition,  and  a  leoonnoiasaiioe,  under 
Brevet  Bngadier-Genend  Curtis,  pushed  is  to- 
ward the  fort  But  beliure  receiving  a  full  re- 
port of  the  result  of  this  reconnoissanoe.  General 
Butier,  in  direct  Tiobtion  of  the  instructioDS 
given,  ordered  the  retobark»tion<tf  Ike  tpwp% 


DOCUMENTS. 


84t 


wbA  tiie  retnni  of  th^  expedition.  The  reftem- 
biilBtioD  WM  accomplisoed  bj  the  nMftniiig  of 
tbe  tweotj-eeTenth. 

On  tbe  retorn  of  the  expedition,  offioera  and 
neo— among  them  Brevet  Major-General  (then 
BhJTct  Brigadier-General)  M.  R.  Cnrtis,  First 
Uentenaot  G.  W.  Rosa, regiment  Ver- 
mont volanteers,  First  Lieutenant  G^eorge  W. 
Walling,  and  Second  Lieutenant  George  Simp- 
•00,006  Hondred  and  Forty-second  New  York 
Tohmteen— voluntarily  reported  to  me  that 
when  recalled  they  were  nearly  into  the  fort, 
and,  in  their  opinion,  it  coold  have  been  taken 
without  much  foas. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  expedition,  I  re- 
ceived a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ntry,  and  a  letter  from  Admiral  Porter,  inform- 

Sme  that  flie  fleet  was  still  off  Fort  Fisher, 
i  expressiBg  the  conviction  that,  under  a  prop- 
er leader,  the  place  could  be  taken.  The  natu- 
nl  fopposition  with  me  was,  that  when  the 
troops  abandoned  the  expedition  the  navy 
wooid  do  so  also.  Finding  it  had  not,  however, 
I  aaswered  on  the  tiiirtieth  of  December,  advis- 
ing Admiral  Porter  to  hold  on,  and  that  I  would 
i^  a  force  and  make  another  attempt  to  take 
fte  place.  This  thne  I  selected  Brevet  Major- 
Geoeral  (now  Major-General)  A.  H.  Terry  to 
eoamand  the  ^roedition.  The  troops  compos- 
ing it  consistea  of  the  same  that  composed 
tiie  fmner,  with  the  addition  of  a.small  bneade, 
muDbering  about  one  tiiousand  five  hundred, 
nd  a  small  siege  train.  The  latter  it  was  never 
fcmd  necessary  to  land.  I  communicated  direct 
to  the  commander  of  the  expedition  the  foUow- 
instricticms : 

«  Qrr  Poonr,  Vi^  Jtmmrf  8,  1869. 

'OnrxBiL:  The  expedition  entrusted  to  your 
coomiaiid  has  been  fitted  out  to  renew  the  at- 
tei^)tto  capture  Fort  Fidier,  N.  C,  and  Wil- 
Bi^^  ultimatelv,  if  the  fort  faUs.  Tou  will, 
tfaea,  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to 
fte  naval  fleet  Iving  oflf  CSape  Fear  river,  and  re- 
port tbe  arrival  of  yourself  and  command  to 
Admiral  B.  D.  Porter,  commanding  North  At- 
Intic  Blockadui^  Squadron. 

*H  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  most 
MB^ete  understanding  should  exist  between 
Tomlf  and  the  naval  commander.  I  suggest, 
teefbre,  that  you  consult  with  Admiral  Porter 
freely,  and  get  from  him  the  part  to  be  perform- 
ed \^  each  branch  of  the  public  service,  so  that 
Aere  may  be  unity  of  action.  It  would  be  well 
to  bave  the  whole  programme  laid  down  in  writ- 
iag.  I  have  servcMl  with  Admiral  Porter,  and 
faiow  that  you  can  rely  on  his  judgment  and  his 
Bwe  to  undertake  what  he  proposes.  I  would, 
^lerefore,  defer  to  him  as  much  as  is  consistent 
wifliyoir  own  re^nsibiUties.  The  first  ob- 
|Ml  to  be  attaiiied  is  to  get  a  firm  position  on 
4Mpit  of  hud  on  which  Port  Fisher  is  built, 
M  which  you  can  operate  against  that  fort 
Tot  Want  to  look  to  the  practicability  of  reoeiv- 
^  your  soppHea,  and  to  defend!^  yourself 
— ^ ftpenor foroea tent  against youby any 


of  the  avenues  left  open  to  the  enemy.  If  sucb 
a  position  can  be  obtained,  the  siege  of  Fort 
Fisher  will  not  be  abandoned  until  its  reduction 
is  accomplished,  or  another  plan  of  campaign  is 
ordered  from  these  headquarters. 

**  My  own  views  are  that,  if  you  effect  a  land- 
ing, the  navy  ought  to  run  a  portion  of  their 
fleet  into  Cape  Fear  river,  while  the  balance  of 
it  operates  on  the  outside.  Land  forces  cannot 
invest  Fort  Fisher,  or  cut  it  off  from  snpplies  or 
reinforcements,  while  the  river  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy. 

^  A  siege  train  will  be  loaded  on  vessels  and 
sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  in  readiness  to  be  sent  to 
you  if  required.  All  other  supplies  can  be 
drawn  from  Beaufort  as  you  need  them. 

"Keep  the  fleet  of  vessels  with  you  until 
your  position  is  asBured.  When  you  find  they 
can  be  spared,  order  them  back,  or  such  of  them 
as  vou  can  spare,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  report  for 
orders. 

**  In  case  of  failure  to  effect  a  landing,  bring 
your  command  back  to  Beaufort,  and  report  to 
these  headquarters  for  further  instructions.  You 
will  not  debark  at  Beaufort  until  so  directed. 

^  General  Sheridan  has  been  ordered  to  send 
a  division  of  troops  to  Baltimore,  and  place  them 
on  seargoing  vessels.  These  troops  will  be 
brot^t  to  Fort  Monroe  and  kept  there  on  the 
vessels  until  you  are  heard  from.  Should  you 
require  them,  they  will  be  sent  to  you. 

"U.S.  Grant, 

* '  Ueatentnt-Qentnl. 

"  Brevet  Major-General  A.  H.  Tbbry." 

Lieutenant<3olonel  G.  B.  Gomstock,  aide-de- 
camp (now  brevet  brigadier-general),  who  ac- 
companied the  former  expedition,  was  assigned 
in  orders  as  chief  engineer  to  this. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  instructions  did  not 
differ  materially  from  those  ^iven  for  the  first 
expedition ;  and  that  in  neither  instance  was 
there  an  order  to  assault  Fort  Fisher.  This  was 
a  matter  left  entirely  to  the '  discretion  of  the 
commanding  officer. 

The  expedition  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  on 
the  morning  of  the  sixth,  arriving  on  the  rendez- 
vous off  Beaufort  on  the  eighth,  where,  owing  to 
the  difficulties  of  the  weather,  it  hy  until  the 
morning  of  the  twelfth,  when  it  got  under  way, 
and  reached  its  destination  that  evening.  Under 
cover  of  the  fieet,  the  disembarkation  of  the 
troops  commenced  on  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
teenth, and  by  three  o'clock  p.  m.  was  completed 
without  loss.  On  the  fourteenth,  a  reconnois- 
sanoe  was  pushed  to  within  five  hundred  yards 
of  Fort  Fisher,  and  a  small  advance  work  taken 
possession  of  and  turned  into  a  defensive  line 
sMinst  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  from 
the  fort  This  reconnoissanoe  disclosed  the  fact 
tliat  the  front  of  the  work  had  been  seriously 
injured  by  the  navy  fire.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  fifteenth  the  fort  was  assaulted,  and  after 
most  desperate  fighting  was  captured,  with  its 
entire  garrison  and  armament  Thus  was  se- 
cured, by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  navy  uid 
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army,  one  of  the  most  important  saocessea  (Jf  the 
war.  Our  loss  was :  killed,  one  hundred  and 
ten  ;  wounded,  five  hundred  and  thirtj-six.  On 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  the  enemj  aban- 
doned and  blew  up  Fort  OasweU,  and  the  works 
on  Smith's  Island,  which  were  immediatelj  occu- 
pied by  us.  This  gave  us  entire  control  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river. 

At  my  request,  Major-CJeneral  B.  F.  Butler 
was  relieved,  and  Major-General  E.  0.  C.  Ord 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

The  defence  of  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  no 
longer  requiring  the  force  which  had  beaten  and 
nearly  destroyed  the  only  army  threatening  it, 
I  determined  to  find  other  fields  of  operation 
for  General  Thomas*  surplus  troops — fields 
from  which  they  would  cooperate  wilii  o^er 
movements.  General  Thomas  was  therefore  di- 
rected to  collect  all  troops,  not  essential  to  hold 
his  communications  at  Eaatport,  in  readiness  for 
orders.  On  the  seventh  of  January  General 
Thomas  was  directed,  if  he  was  assiured  of  the 
departure  of  Hood  south  from  Corinth,  to  send 
General  Schofield,  with  his  corps,  east  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  This  direction  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  the  advance  of  the 
corps  reached  Washington  on  the  twenty-tiiird 
of  the  same  month,  whence  it  was  sent  to  Fort 
Fisher  and  Newborn.  On  the  twenty-sixth  he 
was  directed  to  send  Greneral  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand and  a  division  of  cavalry  to  report  to 
General  Canby.  By  the  seventh  of  February 
the  whole  force  was  en  rotUe  for  its  destination. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  was  constituted 
into  a  military  department,  and  General  Scho- 
field assigned  to  command,  and  placed  under 
the  orders  of  Major-General  Sherman.  The 
following  instructions  were  given  him : 

<<CiT7  Pocrr,  Va.,  JaanarySl,  186ft. 
**Gb:^bral:  *  *  *  Your  movements  are 
intended  as  cooperative  with  Sherman  through 
the  States  of  South  and  North  Carolina.  The 
first  point  to  be  attained  is  to  secure  Wilming- 
ton. Goldsboro'  will  then  be  your  objective 
point,  moving  either  from  Wihnington  or  New- 
born, or  both,  as  you  deem  best  Should 'you 
not  be  able  to  reach  Gk)ld8boro',  you  will  ad- 
vance on  the  line  or  lines  of  railway  connecting 
that  place  with  the  sea-coast — as  near  to  it  as 
you  can,  building  the  road  behind  you.  The 
enterprise  under  you  has  two  objects :  the  first 
is  to  give  General  Sherman  material  aid,  if 
needed,  in  his  march  north ;  the  second,  to  open 
a  base  of  supplies  for  him  on  his  line  of  march. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  ca»  determine  which 
of  the  two  points,  Wilmington  or  Newbem,  you 
can  best  use  for  throwing  supplies  from  to  the 
interior,  you  will  commence  the  accumulatioQ 
of  twenty  days'  rations  and  forage  for  sixty 
thousand  men  and  twenty  thousand  animals. 
You  will  get  of  these  as  many  as  you  can  house 
and  protect  to  such  point  in  the  interior  as  you 
may  be  able  to  occupy.  I  believe  General 
PUmer  has  received  some  inetruotionB  direct 


from  General  Sherman  ou  the  subjeot  of  secu- 
ring supplies  for  his  army.  You  can  learn 
what  steps  he  has  taken,  and  be  governed  in 
your  requisitions  accordingly.  A  supply  of 
ordnance  stores  wiU  also^be  necessary. 

"Make  all  requisitions  upon  the  diiefii  of 
their  respective  department  in  the  field  with 
me  at  City  Point.  Communicate  with  n^  b^ 
every  opportunity;  and  should  you  deem  il 
necessary  at  any  time,  send  a  special  boat  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  from  which  point  yoa  can 
communicate  by  telegraph. 

"The  supplies  referred  to  in  these  instmo- 
tions  are  exclusive  of  those  required  for  your 
own  command. 

"  The  movements  of  the  enemy  may  justify, 
or  even  make  it  your  imperative  duty,  to  cut 
loose  from  your  base  and  strike  for  the  interior 
to  aid  Sherman.  In  such  case  you  will  act  on 
your  own  judgment,  without  waiting  for  in- 
structions. You  will  report,  however,  what 
you  purpose  doin^.  The  details  for  carrying 
out  these  instructions  are  necessarily  left  to 
you.  I  would  urge,  however,  if  I  did  not 
know  that  you  are  already  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  it,  prompt  action.  Bherman  may 
be  lookod  for  in  the  neighborhood  of  Goldsboro' 
any  time  from  tiie  twenty-second  to  tiie  twenty- 
eighth  of  February ;  this  limits  your  time  ve^ 
materially. 

*"  If  rolling  stock  is  not  secured  in  the  capture 
of  Wilmington,  it  can  be  supplied  from  Wash- 
ington. A  large  force  of  railroad  men  have 
already  been  sent  to  Beaufort,  and  other  me- 
chanics will  go  to  Fort  Fisher  in  a  day  or  two. 
On  this  point  I  have  informed  you  by  telegraph. 

"U.S.GKANT, 
«<  UeatenutpOeDeiBL 

**  A^jor-General  J.  M.  SoHCFneLD." 

Previous  to  giving  these  instructions  I  bad 
visited  Fort  Fisher,  accompanied  by  General 
Schofield,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  for  myself 
^e  condition  of  things,  and  perBOiially  ooiifer- 
ring  with  (General  Terry  and  Admiral  Porter  as 
to  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Anticipating  the  arrival  of  General  Shennsn 
at  Savannah — his  army  entirely  foot4oo8e.  Hood 
being  then  before  Nashville,  Tennessee,  the 
Southern  raihroads  destroyed,  so  that  it  would 
take  several  months  to  reestablish  a  through 
line  from  west  to  east,  and  regarding  Hie  o^ 
ture  of  Lee's  army  as  tiie  most  important  open- 
tion  toward  closing  the  rebellion — ^I  sent  orders 
to  General  Sherman  on  the  sixth  of  December, 
that  after  establishing  a  base  on  the  sea-coast, 
with  necessary  garrison,  to  include  all  his  artil> 
lerv  and  caval^,  to  come  by  water  to  City 
Point  with  the  batence  of  his  command. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  Deoember,  having  re- 
ceived information  of  the  defeat  and  utter  rent 
of  Hood's  army  by  General  Thomas,  and  that, 
owing  to  the  great  difficult  of  procuring  ocean 
transportation,  it  would  take  over  two  months 
to  transport  Sherman's  army,  and  doubtiBg 
whether  he  might  not  con^bute  as  mwa 
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tDWsrd  {he  desired  result  by  operating 
fxoia  where  he  was,  I  wrote  to  him  to  that 
effect  and  asked  him  for  his  views  as  to  what 
womi  be  best  to  do.  A  few  days  after  this  I 
receiTed  a  commmiication  firom  General  Sher- 
nm,  of  date  sixteenth  December,  acknowledg- 
}M  the  receipt  of  my  order  of  the  sixth,  and 
jntorming  me  of  his  preparations  to  carry  it 
into  effect  as  soon  as  he  could  got  transporta- 
tkm.  Also  that  he  had  expected,  upon  redncing 
ga^ranoah,  instantly  to  march  to  Columbia, 
Soodi  Garofina,  thence  to  Raleigh,  and  thence  to 
rep<^  to  me;  but  that  this  would  consume 
iboot  six  weeks'  time  after  the  fall  of  Savannah, 
wlttreas  bv  sea  he  could  probably  reach  me  by 
the  middle  of  January.  The  confidence  he 
oBoifestod  in  this  letter  of  beinsr  able  to  march 
sp  and  join  me  pleased  me,  ana,  without  wait- 
ing for  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  eighteenth,  I 
directed  him,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  December, 
to  make  preparations  to  start,  as  he  proposed, 
without  delay,  to  break  up  the  railroads  in 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  join  the  armies 
opsnting  against  Richmond  as  soon  as  he 
coold. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  January  I  informed  Gen- 
enl  Sherman  that  I  had  ordered  the  Twenty- 
third  corps,  Major-General  Schofield  command- 
ing, east;  that  it  numbered  about  twenty-one 
thoQBittd  men ;  that  we  had  at  Fort  fisher  about 
eight  thousand  men;  at  Newborn  about  four 
thoosandi  that  if  Wilmington  was  captured, 
General  Schofield  would  go  there ;  if  not,  he 
would  be  sent  to  Newborn ;  that,  in  either  event, 
all  the  surplus  force  at  botii  points  would  move 
to  the  interior  toward  Goldsboro',  in  coopera- 
tion with  his  movement ;  that  from  either  point 
railroad  oonmiunication  could  be  run  out ;  and 
that  aU  these  troops  would  be  subject  to  his 
orders  as  he  came  into  communication  with 
theiiL 

In  obedience  to  his  instructions.  General  Scho- 
fidd  proceeded  to  reduce  Wilmington,  North 
Gutdina,  in  cooperation  with  the  navy  under 
Admiral  Porter,  moving  his  forces  up  both  sides 
of  the  Oi^e  Fear  river.  Fort  Anderson,  the 
enemy's  nudn  defence  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  was  occupied  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
tee^^  the  enemy  having  evacuated  it  after  our 
appearance  before  it 

After  fighting  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty- 
first,  our  troops  entered  Wilmington  on  the 
marning  of  the  twenty-second,  the  enemy  having 
retreated  toward  Goldsboro'  during  the  night 
PreparationB  were  at  once  made  for  a  movement 
OQ  Goldsbcnx)'  in  two  columns— one  from  Wil- 
miagton,  and  the  other  from  Newborn — and  to 
repair  the  raihoad  leadine  there  from  each 
place,  as  well  A  to  supply  General  Sherman  by 
Gape  Fear  river,  toward  Fayetteville,  if  it  be- 
came Deoessary.  The  column  from  Newborn 
was  attadked  on  the  eighth  of  March,  at  Wise's 
Folks,  and  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  several 
bodred  prisoners.  On  the  eleventh  the  enem^ 
leaewed  his  attack  upon  our  intrenched  posi- 
tioBybat  mm  repulsed  with  aevere  loss,  ana  fell 


back  during  the  night  On  the  fourteenth  the 
Neuse  river  was  crossed  and  Kinston  occupied, 
and  on  the  twenty-first  Groldsboro'  was  entered. 
The  column  from  Wilmington  reached  Cox*s 
bridge,  on  the  Neuse  river,  ten  miles  above 
Gk>ldsboro',  on  the  twenty-second. 

By  the  first  of  February  (Jeneral  Sherman's 
whole  army  was  in  motion  from  Savannah*  He 
captured  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth ;  thence  moved  on  G^ldsboro',  North 
Carolina,  via  FayetteviUe,  reaching  the  latter 
place  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  opening  up  com- 
munication with  General  Schofield  by  way  of 
Cape  Fear  river.  On  the  fifteenth  he  resumed 
his  march  on  Croldsboro'.  He  met  a  force  of  the 
enemy  at  Averysboro',  and  after  a  severe  fight 
defeated  and  compelled  it  to  retreat  Our  loss 
in  the  engagement  was  about  six  hundred.  The 
enemv's  loss  was  much  greater.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth the  combined  forces  of  the  enemy,  under 
Joe  Johnston,  attacked  his  advance  at  Benton- 
ville,  capturing  three  guns  and  driving  it  back 
upon  the  main  body.  General  Slocum,  who  was 
in  the  advance,  ascertaining  that  the  whole  of 
Johnston's  army  was  in  the  front  arranged  his 
troops  on  the  defensive,  intrenched  himself  and 
awaited  reinforcements,  which  were  pushed  for- 
ward. On  the  night  of  the  twenty-first  the  ene- 
my retreated  to  ^uthfield,  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  hands.  From  there  Sherman 
continued  to  Goldsboro',  which  place  had  been 
occupied  by  General  Schofield  on  the  2l8t  (cross- 
ing the  Neuse  river  ten  miles  above  there,  at 
Cox's  bridge,  where  General  Terry  had  got  pos- 
session and  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge,  on  the 
twenty-second),  thus  forming  a  junction  with 
the  columns  from  Newborn  and  Wilmington. 

Among  the  important  fruits  of  this  campaign 
was  the  fall  of  Charleston,  Sojnth  Carolina.  It 
was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the 
seventeenth  of  February,  iad  occupied  by  our 
forces  on  the  eighteenth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  of  January 
General  Thomas  was  directed  to  send  a  cavahry 
expedition,  under  General  Stoneman,  from  East 
Tennessee  to  penetrate  South  Carolina  well  down 
toward  Columbia,  to  destroy  the  railroads  and 
military  resources  of  the  country,  and  return,  if 
he  was  able,  to  East  Tennessee  by  way  of  Salis- 
bury, North  CdUrolina,  releasing  our  prisoners 
there,  if  possible.  Of  the  feasibility  of  this  lat- 
ter, however.  General  Stoneman  was  to  judge. 
Sherman's  movements,  I  had  no  doubt  would 
attract  the  attention  of  all  the  force  the  enemy 
could  collect,  and  facilitate  the  execution  of  this. 
General  Stoneman  was  so  late  in  making  his 
start  on  this  expedition  (and  Sherman  having 
passed  out  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina),  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  February  1  directed  General 
Thomas  to  change  his  course,  and  ordered  him 
to  repeat  his  raid  of  last  fall,  aeetro3ring  the  rail- 
road toward  Lynchburg  as  far  as  he  could.  This 
would  keep  him  between  our  garrisons  in  East 
Tennessee  and  the  enemy.  I  regarded  it  not 
impossible  that  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  being 
dnvea  from  Richmond,  he  might  M  back  to 
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LyDchbiirg,  and  attempt  a  raid  north  through 
East  Tennessee.  On  the  fourteenth  of  February 
the  following  communication  was  sent  to  General 
Thomas: 

«  Orr  Pom,  Ya.,  Febnury  14, 1806. 

''General  Ganby  is  preparing  a  movement 
from  Mobile  bay  aeainst  Mobile  and  the  interior 
of  Alabama.  His  force  will  consist  of  about 
twenty  thousand  men,  besides  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand. The  cavalry  you  have  sent  to  Ganby  will 
be  debarked  at  Yicksbui^.  It,  with  the  availa- 
able  cavahry  ah'eady  in  that  section,  will  move 
from  there  eastward,  in  cooperation.  Hood's 
army  has  been  terribly  reduced  by  the  severe 
punishment  you  gave  it  in  Tennessee,  by  deser- 
tion consequent 'upon  their  defeat,  and  now  by 
the  withdrawal  of  many  of  them  to  oppose 
Sherman.  (I  take  it  a  large  portion  of  the  in- 
fEUitry  has  been  so  withdrawn.  It  is  so  asserted 
in  the  Richmond  papers,  and  a  member  of  the 
rebel  Oongress  said  a  few  days  since  in  a  speech 
that  one-half  of  it  had  been  brought  to  South 
Carolina  to  oppose  Sherman.)  This  being  true, 
or  even  if  it  is  not  true,  Caiiby's  movement  will 
attract  all  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  leave 
the  advance  from  your  stand-point  easy.  I 
think  it  advisable,  therefore,  that  you  prepare  as 
much  of  a  cavalry  force  as  you  can  spare,  and 
hold  it  in  readiness  to  go  south.  The  object 
would  be  threefold :  First,  to  attract  as  mudi 
of  the  enemy's  force  as  possible,  to  ensure  suc- 
cess to  Owby ;  second,  to  destroy  the  enemy's 
line  of  communications  and  military  resources ; 
third,  to  destroy  or  capture  their  forces  brought 
into  the  Md.  Tuscaloosa  and  Selma  would 
probably  be  the  points  to  direct  the  expedition 
against  This,  however,  would  not  be  so  im- 
portant as  the  mere  fact  of  penetrating  deep 
into  Alabama.  Discretion  should  be  left  to  the 
officer  coomianding  the  expedition  to  go  where, 
according  to  the  imormation  he  may  receive,  he 
will  best  secure  the  objects  named  above. 

"  Now  that  your  force  has  been  so  much  de- 
pleted, I  do  not  know  what  number  of  men  you 
can  put  into  the  field.  If  not  more  than  five 
thousand  men,  however,  all  cavdrv,  I  think  it 
will  be  sufficient  It  is  not  desirable  that  you 
should  start  this  expedition  until  the  one  leav- 
ing Yicksburg  has  been  three  or  four  days  out 
or  even  a  week.  I  do  not  know  when  it  will 
start,  but  will  inform  you  by  telegraph  as  soon 
as  I  learn.  If  you  should  hear  through  other 
sources  before  hearing  from  me,  you  can  act  on 
the  information  received. 

**  To  ensure  success,  yonr  cavalry  should  go 
with  as  littie  wagon  train  as  possible,  rcdying 
upon  the  country  for  supplies.  I  would  also 
reduce  the  number  of  euns  to  a  battery,  or  the 
number  of  batteries,  and  put  the  extra  teams  to 
the  guns  taken.  No  guns  or  caissons  should 
be  tu:en  with  less  than  eight  horses. 

'  Please  inform  me  by  tdegraph,  on  reoetnt  of 
this,  what  force  you  tmnk  you  will  be  able  to 
•end  under  these  directions.       U.  S.  Gbant, 
**  Ttlwrtwiirt-g^^iHrili 

«  M^jor-General  G.  H.  Thokab." 


On  the  fifteenth  he  was  directed  to  start  the 
expedition  as  soon  after  .the  twentieth  as  be 
could  g^t  it  ofL 

I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance,  before 
a  general  movement  of  the  armies  operatiog 
against  Richmond,  that  all  communicaUonB  with 
the  cit^,  north  of  James  river,  should  be  cut 
offi  The  enemv  having  withdrawn  the  bulk  of 
his  force  from  uie  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  sent 
it  south,  or  to  replace  troops  sent  from  Richmond, 
and  desiring  to  reinforce  Sherman,  if  practica- 
ble, whose  cavahry  was  greatiy  inferior  in  num- 
bers to  that  of  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  make 
a  move  from  the  Shenandoah,  which,  if  succesB- 
ful,  would  accomplish  the  first  at  least,  and  pos- 
sibly the  latter  of  these  objects.  I  therdore 
telegraphed  C^eral  Sberid^  as  follows : 

<<Qmr  Fom^  ▼▲.,  Ftobrowy  98, 1806-^  t.  a. 

**  Gvnbral:  As  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  travel, 
I  think  you  wiH  have  no  difficulty  about  reach- 
ing Lynchburg  with  a  cavalry  foroe  alone.  From 
there  you  could  destroy  the  railroad  and  canal 
in  every  direction,  so  as  to  be  of  no  furtfaeruae 
to  the  rebellion.  Sufficient  cavalry  should  be 
left  behind  to  look  aft^  Moeby's  gang.  From 
Lynchburg,  if  information  you  might  get  there 
would  justify  it,  you  could  strike  south,  heading 
the  streams  in  Virginia  to  the  westward  of 
Danville,  and  push  on  and  join  General  Sher- 
man. This  additional  raid,  with  one  now  about 
starting  from  East  Tennessee,  under  Stoneman, 
numbering  four  to  five  thousand  oavairy,  one 
from  y  icl»burg,  numberii^  seven  or  eight  tiiou- 
sand  cavaky,  one  from  Eastport,  M^siBnppi, 
ten  thousand  cavalry,  Ganby  from  Mobile  bay, 
with  about  thirty-eight  thousand  mixed  troops, 
these  three  latter  pushing  for  Tuscaloosa,  Selma 
and  Montgomery,  and  Sherman  with  a  large 
army  eating  out  the  vitals  of  South  OaroHna,  is 
all  that  will  be  wanted  to  leave  nothuig  for  the 
rebeOion  to  stand  upon.  I  would  adviae  you  to 
overcome  great  obstacles  to  accomplish  this. 
Charleston  was  evacuated  on  Tuesdi^  last 

"U.aGRAOT, 

**  Uev 

'*  Major-General  P.  H.  Shebidan." 

On  the  twenty-fifth  I  received  a  despatch 
from  General  Sheridan,  inquiring  where  Sher- 
man was  aiming  for,  and  u  I  could  give  him 
definite  information  as  to  the  points  he  might 
be  expected  to  move  on,  this  side  of  Qiarlotte, 
North  Carolina.  In  answer  the  following  tde- 
gram  was  sent  him : 

«GDnrFUil»,TA.,  T^braurytf,  1186. 

^General:  Sherman's  movements  wiU  de- 
pend on  the  amount  of  opposition  he  meets 
witii  from  the  enemy.  If  strongly  opposed,  he 
may  possibly  have  to  faQ  back  to  Gkoigetown, 
S.  C.,  and  fit  out  for  a  new  start  I  think,  how- 
ever, all  danger  for  the  necessity  of  going  to 
that  point  has  passed.  I  believe  he  has  jessed 
Charlotte.    He  may  take  Fayetteville  on  hui  way 


^^^^r^' 


M/VT.i^KN.  E   \^    SIWINEK.IT.S.A 


17,  ai 
his 


mouai  Jranuvme,  and  ae- 
i^  it  to  Appomattox  GoBrt-hoQae,  the  only 
tim^  left  for  mm  was  to  return  to  Winchester 
or  iir&e  a  baae  at  the  White  House.  Forta- 
Mtelj,  he  dioie  the  btter.   iVom  New  Market 


851 


allowing  the 
g  every  lock 
never  practi- 
f  Goochland, 
Columbia  on 
and  sent 
where- 
est  for  Bup- 
^nse,  which 
weJfth.  An 
;  to  get  pos* 
pplies  were 
b  in  a  direo- 
ior  Ashland 
i  after  hav- 
manj  miles 
the  north 
lite  House, 
«enth. 
mmnication 


disable  now 

Tennessee. 

's  Gap  ana 

P  irille    could 

a  -  With  Bull's 

--•  )ost8  about 

•ared,  if  it 

spring,  to 

•g,  or  into 

Btoneman 

3  into  Vir- 

lling  stock 

INT, 
•Qt-OeoeraL 


1865.  Gen- 
late  force 
g  it  under 
A  ishing  out 
y  expedi- 
'  ler  Brevet 

-  >my*s  vital 

'        *  ^tstTennes- 

i  •  •    V    I  .;i    toward 

I      ^   i  M    Tt  riiainder  of 
f'l  .'  :  it  ,r^'  r     ofifensive 
^  '      .    .      (       aralBher- 

V  .  ,.;  \\  !.    ■  ,i..i.>.      .ae  armies 
I  .  .  .».     ',»  ■;.  •-  .'.'  rr  r  'h '•  -nting  the 

*  '  1  •  <    ;r    .  .  *  ;  ;>.  a      ^liohmond 

i  u  ;    *'(.-i -■■.'<  '"..     with   his 

i.    ::i.:    i    ,  i,  i     3chofield, 
..:.•':•.  •!    r\i   ■■..{..    •  iS  making 
-^;    1  .,      I:.  >    .         ^inst  the 
'■  -  ^.■    V  .-•'  "'i    .  :  .  west  of 

.;.i,  a'..i  (j  .  ...  •  .  jock  was 
concentrating  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Win- 
cheater,  Virginia,  to  guard  against  invasion  or 
to  operate  offensively,  as  might  prove  necessary. 
After  the  Ioq^  march  by  General  Sheridan's 
cavahy  over  wmter  roads,  it  was  neoessary  to 
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loGoldBboro*.  If  yon  reach  Lynchburg,  yon 
viD  hare  to  be  guided  in  yonr  aner-moyemente 
bj  the  infonnaiion  jon  obtain.  Before  jon  coold 
MMiblj  reach  Sherman,  I  think  yon  would 
Bad  him  raoying  from  Ooldaboro*  toward  Bar 
leigb,  or  engaguig  the  enemy  strongly  posted 
tt  one  or  the  other  of  these  places,  with  railroad 
eoauBunications  opened  from  his  army  to  Wii- 
■iqgton  or  Newbem. 

"U.  a  Graft, 

'*  lieatouokt-GMMnL 

"  Major-Genend  P.  H.  SeEBiDiLN.'' 

Clenecal  Sheridan  moyed  from  Winchester  on 
■  ^  twenty-seyenth  of  February,^  with  two 
[  ^Yisioos  of  cayalry,  numbering  *  about  fiye 
ftonsand  eadi.  On  the  first  of  March  he  se- 
simd  the  bridge  which  the  enemy  attempted 
to  destroy,  across  the  middle  Cork  of  the 
AenandoiJi,  at  Mount  Crawford,  and  entered 
fiteODton  on  the  second,  the  enemy  haying  re- 
tested  on  Waynesboro*.  Thence  he  pushed  on 
to  Waynesboro*,  where  he  found  the  enemy  in 
face  in  an  intrenched  position,  under  C^eneral 
Bvly.  Without  stopping  to  make  are  connois- 
■aoe,  an  immediate  attack  was  made,  the  posi- 
Hoa  was  carried,  and  sixteen  hundred  prisoners, 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  horses  and 
complete,  two  hundred  wagons  and 
loaded  with  subsistenoe,  and  seyenteen 
kattle-flags,  were  captured.  The  prisoners, 
^der  an  escort  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  were 
ant  back  to  Winchester.  Thence  he  marched 
m  CharlotteyiUe,  destroying  effectually  the 
nilroad  and  bridges  as  he  went,  which  place 
hs  reached  on  th«  third.  Here  he  remained 
fvo  days,  destroying  the  railroad  toward 
liohBODd  and  Lynchburg,  including  the  large 
mm  bridges  oyer  the  north  and  south  forks  of 
fte  Biyanoa  riyer,  and  awaiting  the  arriyal  of 
kit  truns.  This  necessary  delay  caused  him  to 
tktoAoKk  the  idea  of  capturing  Lynchburg.  On 
Jhs  morning  of  the  sixth,  dividing  his  force  into 
tve  colnmiMi,  he  sent  one  to  Scottsyille,  whence 
it  ■arphffd  up  tiie  James  River  canal  to  New 
Ifarkstk  destroying  evety  lock,  and  in  many 
■Imss  ihe  ImDk  of  the  eanaL  From  here  a 
bee  was  pushed  out  from  this  column  to 
Mguidsyil]^  to  obtain  pos8es8i<m  of  the  bridge 
SErass  the  James  river  at  that  place,  but  lailed. 
The  eoemy  burned  it  on  our  approach.  The 
CMny  also  burned  the  bridge  across  the  rivw 
St  Hsrdwicksville.  The  other  column  moved 
the  railroad  toward  Lynchburg,  de- 
it  ss  fiv  as  Amherst  Court-house,  six- 
from  I^chburg ;  thence  across  the 
^nidnp  with  the  column  at  New 
MaiksL  The  nvw  being  very  high,  his  pon- 
tooBs  wosld  not  reach  across  it;  and  the  ene- 
tof  havise  destroyed  the  bridges  by  which  he 
md  hoped  to  cross  the  river  and  get  on  the 
ftwiUiae  imihrosd  about  FarmviHe,  and  de- 
ilray  it  to  Appomattox  Gowtliouae,  the  only 
ftng  Ml  Car  turn  was  to  return  to  Winchester 
cr  strike  s  base  at  the  White  House.  Forto-, 
aHaly,  hs  chose  the  btter.    From  New  Macket 


he  took  up  his  line  of  march,  following  the 
canal  toward  Richmond,  destroying  every  lock 
upon  it  and  cutting  the  banks  wherever  practi- 
cable, to  a  point  eight  miles  east  of  Goochland, 
conoentratii^  the  whole  force  at  Columbia  on 
the  tenth.  Here  he  rested  one  day,  and  sent 
through  bv  soouts  information  of  his  where- 
abouts and  purposes,  and  a  reouest  for  sup- 
pUes  to  meet  him  at  White  House,  which 
reached  me  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth.  An 
infantry  force  was  immediately  sent  to  g^t  pos* 
session  of  White  House,  and  supplies  were 
forwarded.  Moving  from  Columbia  in  a  direc- 
tion to  threaten  Richmond,  to  near  Ashland 
station,  he  crossed  i^e  Annas,  and  after  hav- 
ing destropred  all  the  bridees  and  many  miks 
of  the  railroad,  proceeded  down  the  north 
bank  of  the  Pamunkey  to  White  House, 
which  place  he  reached  on  the  nineteenth. 

Previous  to  this  the  following  communication 
was  sent  to  General  Thomas : 

«  CkiT  Ponn^  Vi. ,  Mmh  T.  IM^-SM  1.  v. 

'*G«nkral:  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  now 
for  you  to  repair  the  railroad  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  throw  a  good  force  up  to  Ball's  €rap  and 
fortify  there.  Supplies  at  Knoxville  could 
always  be  got  forward  as  required.  Wi&  Bull's 
Gap  fortified,  you  can  occupy  as  outposts  about 
all  of  East  Tennessee,  and  be  prepared,  if  it 
should  be  required  of  you  in  the  spring,  to 
make  a  campaign  toward  Lynchburg,  or  into 
North  Carolina.  I  do  not  think  Stoneman 
should  break  the  road  until  he  gets  into  Vir- 
ginia, unless  it  should  be  to  cut  off  rolling  stock 
that  may  be  caught  west  of  that. 

•*U.  8.  Grant, 

**  Lieotananl-OfiiieraL 

**  Major-General  G.  H.  Tbomis." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  March,  1865,  Gen- 
eral Ganby  was  moving  an  adequate  force 
against  Mobile  and  the  army  defending  it  under 
General  Dick  Taylor ;  fhomas  was  pushing  out 
two  large  and  well-appointed  cavtuiy  expedi- 
tions—one from  Middle  Tennessee  under  Brevet 
Mapor-General  Wilson  against  the  enemy's  vital 
points  in  Alabama,  ^e  other  from  East  Tennes- 
see under  Major-Gkneral  Stoneman  toward 
L^chbure— and  assembling  the  remainder  of 
his  ayailable  forces,  preparatory  to  offensive 
operations  from  East  Tennessee ;  General  Sher- 
idan's cavaliy  was  at  White  House ;  the  armies 
of  ^e  Potomac  and  James  were  conJbronting  the 
enemy,  under  Lee,  in  his  defences  of  Richmond 
and  retersburg;  General  Sherman  with  his 
armies,  reinforced  by  that  of  (General  Schofield, 
was  at  Goldsboro' ;  General  Pope  was  making 
preparations  for  a  spring  campaign  against  the 
enemy  under  Kirby  Smith  and  Price,  west  of 
the  Mississippi;  and  General  Hancock  was 
concentrating  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Win- 
chester, Virginia,  to  gi^rd  against  invasion  or 
to  operate  offensively,  as  might  prove  necessary. 

After  the  Ioq^  march  by  General  Sheridan's 
cavalry  over  winter  roads,  it  was  necessary  to 
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rest  and  refit  at  White  House.  At  this  time  the ' 
greatest  soturoe  of  uneasiness  to  me  was  the  fear 
that  the  enemy  would  leave  his  strong  lines 
about  Petersburg  and  Richmond  for  the  purpose 
of  uniting  with  Johnston,  before  he  was  driven 
from  them  by  battle,  or  I  was  prepared  to  make 
an  effectual  pursuit  On  the  twenty-fourth  of 
March  General  Sheridan  moved  from  White 
House,  crossed  tiie  James  river  at  Jones*  land- 
ing, and  formed  a  junction  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  twenty- 
seventh.  During  this  move.  General  Ord  sent 
forces  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the  Ghickahom- 
iny. 

On  the  tweniy-fourth  of  March  the  following 
instructions  for  a  general  movement  of  the 
armies  operating  against  Richmond  were  is- 
sued: 

«  Qir  Poor  Vi.,  Maroh  94, 1865. 

'*  Gbneral:  On  the  twenty-ninth  instant  the 
armies  operating  against  Richmond  will  be  mov- 
ed by  our  left,  for  jthe  double  purpose  of  turn- 
ing the  enemy  out  of  his  present  position  around 
Petersburg,  and  to  ensure  the  success  of  the 
cavalry  under  General  Sheridan,  which  will 
start  at  the  same  time,  in  its  efforts  to  reach,  and 
destroy  the  Southside  and  Danville  railroads. 
Two  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  wiU  be 
moved  at  first  in  two  colunms,  taking  the  two 
roads  crossing  Hatcher's  run,  nearest  where  the 
present  line  held  by  us  strikes  that  stream,  both 
moving  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-house. 

**  The  cavahy  under  Greneral  Sheridan,  joined 
by  the  division  now  under  Oonerai  Davies.  will 
move  at  the  same  time  by  the  Weldon  roaa  and 
the  Jerusalem  plank-road,  turning  west  from  the 
latter  before  crossing  the  Nottaway,  and  west 
with  the  whole  column  before  reaching  Stony 
creek.  General  Sheridan  will  then  move  inde- 
pendently, under  other  instructions,  which  will 
be  given  him.  All  dismounted  cavalrv  belong- 
ing to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry  from  the  Middle  Military 
Division  not  required  for' guarding  property  be- 
longing to  their  arm  of  the  service,  will  report 
to  Brigadier-Q«neral  Benham,  to  be  added  to 
ihe  deduces  of  City  Point  Major-General  Parke 
will  be  left  in  command  of  all  the  army  left 
for  holding  the  lines  about  Petersburg  and  City 
Point,  subject,  of  course,  to  orders  from  the 
commander  of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  The 
Ninth  Army  Corps  will  be  left  intact  to  hold  the 
present  line  of  works  so  loTig  as  the  whole  line 
now  occupied  by  us  \b  held.  If,  however,  the 
troops  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth  corps  are  with- 
drawn, then  the  left  of  the  corps  may  be  thrown 
back  so  as  to  occupy  the  position  held  by  the 
army  prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Weldon  road. 
All  troops  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth  corps  will  be 
held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice 
by  such  route  as  may  be  designated  when  the 
order  is  given. 

*"  General  Ord  will  detach  three  divisions,  two 
white  and  one  colored,  or  so  much  of  them  as 
he  can  and  hold  his  present  lines,  and  march  for 
the  present  left  of  the  Armj  of  the  Fotaoac. 


In  the  absence  of  further  orders,  or  until  farther 
orders  are  given,  the  white  divisions  will  fol- 
low the  left  column  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  the  colored  division  the  right  column. 
During  the  movement  Maior-Oenml  Wettzei 
wiU  be  left  in  command  of  all  the  forces  remain- 
ing behind  from  the  Army  of  the  James. 

"  The  movement  of  troops  from  the  Armj  of 
the  James  wiU  commence  on  the  night  of  the 
twenty-seventh  instant  Creneral  Onf  will  leave 
behind  the  minimum  number  of  cavalrv  neces- 
sary for  picket  duty,  in  the  absence  of  the  main 
army.  A  cavalry  expedition  from  General  Ord  g 
command  will  also  oe  started  frx)m  SuffoOc,  to 
leave  there  ^ n  Saturday,  the  first  of  April,  under 
Colonel  Sumner,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the 
railroad  about  Hicks'  ford.  This,  if  accompM- 
ed,  will  have  to  be  a  surprise,  and  therefore 
from  three  to  five  hundred  men  wiU  be  suffi- 
cient They  should,  however,  be  supported  by 
all  the  infantry  that  can  be  ^ared  from  N(ff- 
folk  and  Portsmouth,  as  far  out  as  to  where  the 
cavalrv  cross  the  Blackwater.  The  croaainf 
should  probably  be  at  Uniten.  Should  Golooel 
Sumner  succeed  in  reaching  the  Weldon  road, 
he  will  be  instructed  to  do  all  ihe  damage  pos- 
sible to  the  triangle  of  roads  between  Hicb' 
ford,  Weldon,  and  Gaston.  The  railroad  l»idge 
at  Weldon  beine  fitted  up  for  the  passage  of 
carriages,  it  might  be  practicable  to  destroy  any 
accumulation  of  supplies  the  enemy  may  have 
collected  south  of  the  Roanoke.  All  the  troops 
will  move  with  four  days'  rations  in  haveraacke, 
and  eight  days'  in  wagons.  To  avoid  as  much 
hauling  as  possible,  and  to  give  the  Army  of 
the  James  the  same  number  of  days'  supply 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Genwal  Oni 
will  direct  his  commissary  and  qnartermaster  to 
have  sufficient  supplies  delivered  at  the  ter- 
minus of  the  road  to  fill  up  in  passing.  8iz^ 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  will  be  taken  in 
wagons,  and  as  much  grain  as  the  transpoHar 
tion  on  hand  will  carry,  after  taking  the  speci- 
fied amount  of  other  supplies.  The  densely- 
wooded  country  in  which  the  army  has  to  ope- 
rate making  the  use  of  much  artillery  impno- 
ticable,  the  amount  taken  with  the  army  will  be 
reduced  to  six. or  eight  guns  to  eadi  division,  at 
the  option  of  the  army  commanders. 

"  All  necessary  preparations  for  carrying  tiieae 
directions  into  operation  mav  be  oonunenced  at 
once.  The  reserves  of  the  Ninth  corps  should 
be  massed  as  much  as  possible.  While  I  would 
not  now  order  an  unconditional  attack  on  the 
enemy's  line  by  them,  the^  should  be  ready,  and 
should  make  the  attack  if  the  enemy  weakem 
hi^  line  in  their  front,  without  waiting  for  orders. 
In  case  Ihey  carry  the  line,  then  the  whole  d 
the  Ninth  corps  oould  follow  up  so  as  to  join 
or  cooperate  wilb  the  balance  of  the  army.  To 
prepare  for  this  the  Ninth  corps  wiU  have  ra- 
tions issued  to  them,  same  as  the  balance  of  tibe 
ani^.  General  Weitzel  will  keep  vigilant  witdi 
i^pon  his  front,  and  if  found  at  all  practicable  to 
break  through  at  any  point,  he  wul  do  so.  A 
success  north  of  the  James  should  be  followed 
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q)  with  great  promptoess.  An  attack  will  not  be 
(aahk  onlees  it  is  fonnd  that  the  enemy  has  de- 
ticfaed  largely.  In  that  case  it  may  be  regarded  as 
erideot  that  the  enemy  are  rejying  upon;their 
local  xMerves  principally  for  the  defence  of 
RiduDood.  PreparationB  may  be  made  for 
abaodoning  all  the  line  north  of  the  James,  ex- 
cept enclosed  work8-H>nly  to  be  abandoned, 
however,  after  a  break  is  nuuie  in  the  lines  of 
the  eoemy. 

"B/  these  instmoiions  a  large  part  of  the 
inmee  operating  against  Richmond  is  left  be- 
hind. Ilie  enemy,  knowing  this,  may,  as  an 
oolj  dnnce,  strip  their  lines  to  the  merest  skel- 
etoo,  io  the  hope  of  advantage  not  being  taken 
of  i^  while  they  hurl  everything  against  the 
moTing  colmnn,  and  retom.  It  cannot  be  im- 
pressed too  strongly  npon  commanders  of 
troops  left  in  the  trenches  not  to  allow  this  te 
occur  without  taking  advantage  of  it  The  very 
fcct  of  the  enemy  commff  out  to  attack,  if  he 
does  so,  mizbt  be  regardea  as  almost  conblusive 
endeoce  of  such  a  weakening  of  his  lines.  I 
wooid  have  it  particularly  enjoined  upon  corps 
coouBioderB  that,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the 
eosfflj,  those  not  attacked  are  not  to  wait  for 
Qcders  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army 
to  which  thev  belong,  but  that  thev  will  move 
promptly,  and  notify  the  commander  of  their 
ictiuo.  I  would  also  enjoin  the  same  action  on 
the  part  of  division  commanders  when  other 
parts  of  their  corps  are  engaged.  In  like  mau- 
Kr,  I  would  urge  the  importance  of  following 
^  a  repuke  of  the  enemy. 

"U.S.  Grant, 

,  „  .  "  Lleateimat-OaiMraL 

Major-Generals  Mkadb,  Obd,  and  Sheridan." 

Earij  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
ewnj  assaulted  our  lines  in  front  of  the  Ninth 
corps  (which  held  from  the  Appomattox  river 
towd  our  left),  and  carried  Fort  Steadman, 
»d  a  part  of  the  line  to  the  right  and  left  of  it, 
jwiahed  themselves  and  turned  the  guns  of 
ftefort  against  us;  but  our  troops  on  either 
hnkheld  their  ground  until  the  reserves  were 
brought  up,  when  the  enemy  was  driven  back 
»ith  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and 
ooe  thousand  nine  hundred  prisoners.  Our 
^  was  sixty-eight  killed,  three  hundred  and 
■irty-seven  wounded,  and  five  hundred  and  six 
Jjang.  General  Meade  at  once  ordered  the 
•w  corps  to  advance  and  feel  the  enemy  in 
oar  respective  fronts.  Poshing  forward,  they 
fPtnred  and  held  the  enemy's  strongly- 
^Jwched  picket-line  in  front  of  the  Second 
jw  Sixth  corps,  and  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
^prisoners.  The  enemy  made  desperate 
™ypt»i  to  retake  this  line,  but  without  success, 
^loss  m  front  of  these  was  fifty-two  killed, 
•jPt  hundred  and  sixty-four  wotmded,  and  two 
rjdjed  and  seven  missing.  The  enemy's  loss 
o  Wled  and  wounded  was  far  greater. 

y^oeral  Sherman  having  got  his  troops  all 
^^^  in  camp  about  Gol&lwro*,  and  his  prep- 
■''Wioaa  for  famishing  supplies  to  them  per- 


fected,  visited  me  at  City  Point  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  and  stated  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  move,  as  he  had  previously  written 
me,  by  the  tenth  of  April,  frilly  equipped  and 
rationed  for  twenty  days,  if  it  should  become 
necessary  to  bring  his  command  to  bear  against 
Lee's  army,  in  cooperation  with  our  forces  in 
front  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  General 
Sherman  proposed  in  this  movement  to  threaten 
Raleigh,  and  then,  by  turning  suddenly  to  the 
right,  reached  the  Roanoke  at  Gaston  or  there- 
abouts, whence  he  could  move  on  to  the  Rich- 
mond and  Danville  railroad,  striking  it  in  the 
vicinity  of  BurkesviHe,  or  join  we  armies 
operating  against  Richmond,  as  might  be 
deemed  best  This  plan  he  was  directed  to 
carry  into  execution,  if  he  received  no  further 
directions  in  the  mean  time.  I  explained  to  him 
the  movement  I  had  ordered  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  March.  That  if  it  should 
not  prove  as  entirely  successful  as  I  hoped,  I 
would  cut  the  cavalry  loose  to  destroy  the 
Danville  and  Southside  railroads,  and  thus  de- 
prive the  enemy  of  farther  supplies,  and  also 
prevent  the  rapid  concentration  of  Lee's  and 
Johnston's  armies. 

I  had  spent  days  of  anxiety  lest  each  morning 
should  bring  the  report  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated the  night  before.  I  was  firmly  convinced 
that  Sherman's  crossing  the  Roanoke  would  be 
the  Bij^al  for  Lee  to  leave.  With  Johnston 
and  him  combined,  a  long,  tedious,  and  expen- 
sive campaign,  consuming  most  of  the  summer, 
might  become  necessary.  By  moving  out  I 
would  put  the  army  in  better  condition  for 
pursuit,  and  would  at  least,  by  the  destruction 
of  the  Danville  road,  retard  the  concentration 
of  the  two  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  and 
cause  l^e  enemy  to  abandon  much  material  that 
he  might  otherwise  save.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined not  to  delay  the  movement  ordered. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh,  Major- 
General  Ord,  with  two  divisions  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  corps,  Major-General  Gibbon  command- 
ing, and  one  division  of  the  Twenty-fifth  corps, 
Brigadier-General  Blmey  commanding,  and  Mo- 
Kenzie's  cavalry,  took  up  his  line  of  march  in 
pursuance  of  the  foregoing  instructions,  and 
reached  the  position  assigned  him  near  Batch- 
er's run  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  the  following  instructions 
were  given  to  General  Sheridan: 

" Qtt  PoDfT,  Va.,  lurch  28, 1865 

"  General  :  The  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  move 
by  the  Vaughan  road  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  The  Second  moves  at  about  9  a.  m., 
having  but  about  three  miles  to  march  to  reach 
the  point  designated  for  it  to  take  on  the  right 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  after  the  latter  reaching  Din- 
widdle Court-house.  Move  your  cavalry  ^t  as 
early  an  hour  as  prou  can,  and  without  being  con- 
fined to  any  particular  road  or  roads.  You  mav 
go  out  by  the  nearest  roads  in  rear  of  the  Fifth 
corps,  pass  by  its  left,  and,  passing  near  to  or 
through  Dinwiddie,  reach  the  right  and  rear  of 
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the  enemy  as  Boon  as  yoa  can.  It  is  not  the  in- 
tention to  attaok  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched 
position,  bot  to  force  him  oat,  if  possible, 
bhonld  he  come^out  and  attaok  us,  or  get  him- 
self where  he  can  be  attacked,  move  in  with 
your  entire  force  in  your  own  way,  and  with  the 
full  reliance  that  the  arn^  will  engage  or  follow, 
as  circumstances  will  dictate.  I  shall  be  on  the 
field,  and  will  probably  be  able  to  communicate 
with  you.  Should  I  not  do  so,  and  you  find  that 
the  enemy  keeps  within  his  main  intrenched 
line,  you  may  cut  loose  and  push  for  the  Daur 
▼iUe  road.  If  you  find  it  practicable,  I  would 
like  you  to  cross  the  Southside  road,  between 
Petersburg  and  Barkesville,  and  destroy  it  to 
some  extent  I  would  not  advise  much  deten- 
tion, however,  until  you  reach  the  Danville  road, 
which  I  would  like  you  to  strike  as  near  to  the 
AppomattoK  as  possible.  Make  your  destruc- 
tion on  that  road  as  complete  as  possible.  You 
can  then  pass  on  to  the  Bouthside  road,  west  of 
Burkesville,  and  destroy  that  in  like  manner. 

'*  After  having  accomplished  the  destruction 
of  the  two  railroadB,  which  are  now  the  only 
avenues  of  supply  to  Lee's  anny,  you  may  re- 
turn to  this  army,  selecting  your  road  fiurtber 
south,  or  you  may  go  into  North  Garolii»  and 
join  General  Sherman.  Should  you  select  the 
latter  course,  get  the  information  to  me  as  early 
as  possible,  so  that  I  may  send  orders  to  meet 
you  at  Qoldsboro'. 

«U.  a  Obaht, 

'•LienUnaoMMiMnL 

''Major-Qeneral  P.  H.  Shibidam." 

On  the  mominff  of  the  twentv-nintll  the  move- 
ment commenced.  At  night  the  cavalrv  was  at 
Diiiwiddie  Court-house,  and  the  left  of  our  in^ 
fantry  line  extended  to  the  Quaker  road,  near  its 
intersection  with  the  Boydton  plank-road.  The 
position  of  the  troops,  from  left  to  right,  was  as 
follows:  Sheridan,  Warren,  Humphreys,  Ord, 
Wright,  Pirke. 

Everything  looked  favorable  to  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  capture  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond,  if  the  proper  effort  was  made.  I 
therefore  addressed  the  following  communica- 
tion to  General  Sheridan,  having  previously  in- 
formed him  verbally  not  to  cut  loose  for  the  raid 
contemplated  in  his  orders  until  he  received  no- 
tice from  me  to  do  so : 


(I  Okiti^t  ( 


,lUrobS9,lM6. 


"GBNVBAti.:  Our  line  is  now  unbroken  from 
the  Appomattox  U>  ^inwiddie.  We  are  aJl 
ready,  noweyei;,  to  give  up  all,  from  the  Jeru- 
salem plank-road  to  Satoher's  run,  whenever  the 
forces  can  be  used  advantageously.  After  get- 
ting into  line  south  of  Hatcher's,  we  pushed  for- 
ward to  find  the  enemy's  position.  General 
Gritfn  was  attacked  near  where  the  Quaker  road 
intersects  the  Boydton  road,  but  repulsed  it 
easily*  capturing  about  one  hundred  men. 
Humphreys  reached  Dabney's  mill,  and  was 
pushing  on  when  last  heard  from. 

*"  I  now  feel  like  ending  the  matter,  if  it  is  pos- 


sible to  do  so,  before  goinff  back.  I  do  not 
want  you,  therefore,  to  cut  loose  and  go  after 
the  enemy's  roads  at  present  la  the  mormng 
push  around  the  enemy,  if  yon  can ;  and  get 
on  to  his  right  rear.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy's  cavah^,  may,  of  course,  modify  yov 
action.  We  will  act  aJl  together  «s  one  armj 
here  until  it  is  seen  what  can  be  done  with  the 
enemy.  The  signal  ofScer  at  Cobb's  Hill  re- 
ported, at  eleven-thirty  ▲.  m.,  that  a  cavahy 
column  had  passed  that  point  from  Richmoiid 
toward  Petersburg,  taking  forty  minutes  to  pan. 
«  U.  a  Geant, 

"  Lle8tfloaDl-a«BataL 

*"  Major-General  P.  H.  SaasDAX.** 

From  the  night  of  tiie  twenty-ninth  to  tiie 
morning  of  the  thirty-first,  the  rain  fell  in  such 
torrents  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  move  a 
wheeled  vehicle,  except  as  corduroy  roads  were 
laid  in  front  of  them.     Durmg  &e  thirties 
Sheridan  advanced  from  Dinwiddie  Gourt-hoose 
toward  Five  Foriu.  where  he  found  the  oiemj 
in  force.     General  Warren  advanced  and  ex- 
tended his  line  across  the  Boydtown  plank-road 
to  near  the  White  Oak  road,  with  a  view  of 
getting  across  the  latter ;  but,  finding  tiie  enemj 
strong  in  his  front  and  extending  beyond  his  left, 
was  directed  to  hold  on  where  he  was  and  fortif  j. 
General  Humphreys  drove  the  enemy  frt>m  nk 
front  into  his  main  line  on  the  Hatdier.  near 
Burgess' Mills.  Generals  Ord,  Wright  and  P^e 
ma<&  examinations  in  their  fronts  to  determine 
the  feasibility  of  an  assault  on  the  eacmr's 
lines.    The  two  latter  reported  favorably,    llie 
enemy  confronting  us,  as  he  did,  at  every  point 
from  Richmond  to  our  extreme  left,  I  conceived 
his  lines  must  be  weakly  held,  and  could  be 
penetrated,  if  my  estimate  of  his  forces  wai 
correct    I  determined,  therefore,  to  extend  mj 
line  no  further,  but  to  reinforce  General  Sheri- 
dan with  a  corps  of  infimtry,  and  thus  enahb 
him  to  cut  loose  and  turn  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  and  with  the  other  corps  aasanlt  the  ene- 
my's lines.    The  result  of  the  oflfensive  effort  of 
the  enemy  the  week  before,  when  he  assaulted 
Fort  Steadman,  particularly  favored  this.    The 
enemy's  intrenched  picket  line  captured  by  us  at 
that  time  threw  the  lines  occupied  by  the  belli- 
gerents so  close  toeether  at  some  points  that  it 
was  but  a  momenrs  run  from  one  to  the  other. 
Preparations  were  at  once  made  to  relieve  Gen- 
eral Humphrevs'  corps^  to  report  to  General 
Sheridan,  but  the  condition  of  the  roads  prevent- 
ed immeoiate  movement.  On  tiie  morning  of  the 
thirty^first  General  Warren  reported  favorably 
to  getting  possession  of  the  White  Oak  road, 
ana  was  directed  to  do  so.    To  accomplish  this 
he  moved  with  one  division,  instead  of  his 
whole  corps,  which  was  attacked  by  the  enemy 
in  superior  force,  and  driven  back  on  the  second 
division  before  it  had  time  to  form,  and  it,  in 
turn,  forced  back  upon  the  third  division,  whoi 
the  enemy  was  checked.    A  division  of  fiie 

I  Second  corps  was  immediately  sent  to  hm  sup- 
port^ the  enemy  driven  back  with  heavy  loss, 
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8Bdponeidon  of  tbe  White  Oak  road  gained, 
ftendan  idvanced,  and  with  a  portion  of  his 
csnby  got  poaeoaaion  of  the  Five  Forka ;  but 
tbe  atooy,  after  tbe  afiur  with  the  Fifth  ooq>a, 
maCRted  the  rebel  cavalry  defending  that 
point  inth  infantrYy  and  forced  him  back  toward 
Diowiddie  GonrtJionBe.  Here  General  Sheri- 
dan dt^layed  great  generalship.  Instead  of  re- 
tnttiDg  with  ms  whole  command  on  the  main 
innj.to  teU  the  story  of  superior  forces  en- 
coQutered,  he  deployed  his  cavalry  on  foot, 
InTiog  only  moimted  men  enooffh  to  take 
cbnge  of  the  horses.  This  oompeUed  the  ene- 
Bj  to  deptoy  over  a  vaat  extent  of  woods  and 
broken  ooimtry,  and  make  his  progress  slow. 
At  diis  iBnctore  he  despatched  to  me  what  had 
tikra  {ttsoe,  and  that  ne  waa  dropping  'back 
iliwl^  on  Dinwiddie  Gonrt^onse.  General 
McKauie's  cavahy  and  one  division  of  the 
FIfttk  ecvps  were  immediately  ordered  to  his 
mubuic^  Soon  after,  receiving  a  report  from 
Qeneial  Meade  that  Humphreys  could  hold  our 
pontioii  on  the  Boj'dton  road,  and  that  the 
ottier  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  corps  could  go 
to  Sheridan,  they  were  so  ordered  at  onoe.  Thus 
&e  operations  of  the  day  neoesdtated  the  send- 
ing (^  Warren,  because  of  his  accessibility,  in- 
iteid  of  Homphreys,  aa  was  intended,  and  pre- 
c^itited  intended  movements.  On  the  morning 
of  &e  first  of  April  General  Sheridan,  reinforced 
^  Qeoeral  Warren,  drove  the  enem^  back  on 
rm  Fote,  where,  kte  in  the  evemnff,  he  as- 
Mdtedand  carried  his  strongly-fortified  posi* 
tion,  captaring  aU  his  artillery  and  between  &ye 
thomid  and  six  thoosaod  prisoners. 

About  the  cfeae  of  this  battle,  Brevet  Major- 
Geooal  Charles  Griffin  relieved  M%jor-Qeneral 
Warren  in  command  of  the  Fifth  corps.  The 
icport  of  this  reached  me  after  nightfalL  Some 
^^vebensions  filled  mv  mind  lest  the  enemy 
Mght  desert  his  lines  during  the  night,  and  by 
Uung  upon  Geeeral  Sheridan  before  assistance 
eolid  reach  him,  drive  him  from  his  position 
md  open  the  way  for  retreat  To  gpuard  against 
tbii,  General  Miles'  division  of  Humphreys' 
corps  was  seat  to  reinftxrce  him,  and  a  bombard- 
MDtwaa  commenoed  and  kept  up  until  four 
o'dock  in  the  morning  (April  secoml),  when  an 
aaaanlt  waa  ordered  on  the  enemy's  hues.  Qen- 
mi  Wright  penetrated  the  lines  with  his  whole 
Qorpi,8weepmg  everything  before  him,  and  to 
ka  left  toward  Hatcher^a  run,  capturii^  many 
gooa  and  several  thousand  prisoners.  He  was 
doielj  folkmed  by  two  divisions  of  General 
Ord's  oonmiand,  until  he  met  the  other  division 
«f  OenmdOrd's,  that  had  succeeded  in  forcing 
fte  eaemyt  lines  near  Hatcher'a  run.  Generals 
Wri^  snd  Ord  immediately  swung  to  the 
nriit,  and  closed  all  of  the  enemy  on  that  side 
If  them  in  Petersburg,  whfle  General  Hum- 
fkreys  pudied  forward  with  two  divisions  and 
jomed  General  Wright  on  the  left  General 
nike  iuooeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  main 
Km,  capturiiu^  guns  and  prisoners,  but  was  una- 
Veto  carry  his  inner  line.  General  Shmdan 
loag  advised  of  the  oondition  of  affidrs,  re- 1 


turned  General  Miles  to  his  proper  command. 
On  reaching  the  enemy's  lines  immediately  sur- 
rounding Petersburg,  a  portion  of  General  Gib- 
bona'  corps,  by  a  most  gallant  nsharge,  captured 
two  strong,  enclosed  works — ^the  most  salient 
and  commanding  aouth  of  Petersbuig^thua 
materially  shortening  the  line  of  investment 
necessary  (or  taking  in  the  city.  Tbe  ene- 
my soutii  of  Hatcher'a  run  retreated  west- 
ward to  Sutherland's  station,  where  they  were 
overtaken  by  Miles'  division.  A  severe  en- 
gagement enaued,  and  lasted  until  both  his  right 
and  left  flanks  were  threatened  by  the  approaoh 
of  General  Sheridan,  who  was  moving  from 
Ford's  station  toward  Petersburg,  and  a  division 
sent  by  General  Meade  from  the  front  of  Peters- 
burg, when  he  broke  in  the  utmost  confusion, 
leavinjg  in  our  hands  his  guns  and  many  priaon- 
ers.  This  force  retreated  by  the  main  road 
along  the  Appomattox  river.  During  the  night 
of  the  second  the  enemy  evacuated  reteraburg 
and  Richmond,  and  retreated  toward  Danville. 
On  the  morning  of  the  third  pursuit  was  com- 
menced. General  Sheridan  pushed  for  the  Dan- 
ville road,  keeping  near  the  Appomattox,  fol- 
lowed by  General  Meade  with  tbe  Second  and 
Sixth  corps,  while  (General  Ord  moved  for 
Bnrkesville  along  the  Southside  road,  the  Ninth 
corps  stretched  alonff  that  road  behind  him. 
On  the  fomrth  Genend  Sheridan  struck  the  Dan- 
ville road  near  Jetteraville,  where  he  learned 
that  Lee  was  at  Amelia  Court-house.  He  im- 
mediately intrenched  himself  and  awaited  the 
arrival  of  General  Meade,  who  reached  there 
the  next  day.  General  Ord  reached  BurkesviUe 
on  the  evening  of  the  fifth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  I  addressed 
Major-General  Sherman  the  following  communi- 
cation: 

«  Wfuov*!  ariiKMi,  Aprfl  6,,lMft. 

''Gbmbral:  All  indications  now  are  that  Lee 
will  attempt  to  reach  Danville  with  the  remnant 
of  his  force.  Sheridan,  who  was  up  with  him 
last  night,  reports  all  that  is  left,  horse,  foot, 
and  dragoons,  at  twenty  thousand,  much  demor- 
aUzed.  We  hope  to  reduce  this  number  one 
half.  I  thah  push  on  to  Bnrkesville,  and,  if  a 
stand  is  made  at  Danville,  will  in  a  very  few 
daya  go  there.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  push 
on  from  where  you  are,  and  let  us  see  if  we 
cannot  finish  the  job  wiu  Lee's  and  Johnston's 
armies.  Whether  it  virill  be  better  for  you  to 
strike  for  Greensboro',  or  nearer  to  Danville, 
you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  when  you  re- 
ceive this.  Rebel  armies  now  are  the  only 
strategic  points  to  strike  at 

"U.aGaAMT, 

"  LtoQtfloanl-Q«oenU. 

**  Major-General  W.  T.  Shmrmak." 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  it  was  found 
that  General  Liee  was  moving  west  of  Jeters- 
ville,  toward  Danville.  General  Sheridan  moved 
with  his  cavalry  (the  Fifth  corps  having  been 
returned  to  General  Meade  on  his  reaching 
Jetersvilie),  to  strike  his  flank,  followed  by  the 
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Sixth  corps,  while  the  Second  and  Fifth  corps 
pressed  hard  after,  forcing  him  to  abandon  sev- 
eral hundred  wagons  and  several  pieces  of 
artillery.  General  Ord  advanced  from  Burkes- 
vilie  toward  Farmville,  sending  two  regiments 
of  in&ntry,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Theodore  Bead,  to 
reach  and  destroy  the  bridges.  This  advance 
met  the  head  of  Lee's  column  near  Farmville, 
which  it  heroically  attacked  and  detained  until 
General  Bead  was  killed  and  his  smidl  force 
overpowered.  This  caused  a  delay  in  the 
enemy's  movements,  and  enabled  General  Ord 
to  get  well  up  with  the  remainder  of  his  force, 
on  meetine  which  the  enemy  immediately  in- 
trenched himself.  In  the  afternoon  General 
Sheridan  struck  the  enemy  south  of  Sailor's 
creek,  captured  sixteen  pieces  of  artUlerv  and 
about  four  hundred  wagons,  and  detained,  him 
until  the  Sixth  corps  got  up,  when  a  general  at- 
tack of  infantry  and  cavalry  was  made,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand prisoners,  among  whom  were  many  gene- 
ral omcers.  The  movements  of  the  Second 
corps  and  General  Ord's  command  contributed 
greatly  to  the  day's  success. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventh  the  pursuit 
was  renewed,  the  cavalry,  except  one  division, 
and  the  Fifth  corps  moving  by  Prince  Edwards 
Court-house;  the  Sixth  corps,  General  Ord's 
command,  and  one  division  oi  cavalry,  on  Farm- 
ville,  and  ihe  Second  corps  by  the  High  Bridge 
road.  It  was  soon  found  tliat  tiie  enemy  had 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomat- 
tox, but  so  close  was  the  pursuit  that 
the  Second  corps  ^ot  possession  of  the  common 
bridge  at  High  Bridge  before  the  enemy  could 
destroy  it,  and  immediately  crossed  over.  The 
Sixth  corps  and  a  division  of  cavalry  crossed  at 
Farmville  to  its  support. 

Feeling  now  that  General  Lee's  chance  of 
escape  was  utterly  hopeless,  I  addressed  him 
the  following  communication  from  FannvOle : 

*»AprU7,lM6. 

**  GfENERAL :  The  result  of  the  last  week  must 
convince  you  of  the  hopelessness  of  further  re- 
sistance on  the  part  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  in  this  struggle.  I  feel  that  it  is  so, 
and  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  shift  from  myself 
the  responsibility  of  any  further  eflfusion  of 
blood,  by  asking  of  you  the  surrender  of  that 
portion  of  the  Confederate  States  army  known 
as  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

«  U.  S.  Grant, 

it  Ueateiuuii-GenenL 

<"  General  B.  K  Lee." 

Early*  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  before 
leaving,  I  received  at  FarmviUe  the  following : 

«AprU7.18«6. 

«  Grnbral  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  this 
date.  Thouff h  not  entertaining  the  opinion  you 
express  on  we  hopelessness  of  further  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  army  of  Northern  Vir- 


ginia, I  reciprocate  your  desire  to  avoid  BselesB 
efifusion  of  blood,  and  therefore,  before  consid- 
ering your  proposition,  ask  the  terms  you  will 
offer  on  oonoition  of  its  surrender. 

**R.B.Ln, 

**  Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  GRAifT." 
To  this  I  immediately  replied : 

AprflSjinSL 

"  General  :  Your  note  of  last  ev^ing,  in  re* 
ply  to  mine  of  same  date,  asking  the  o^ito 
on  which  I  will  accept  the  surrender  of  the 
army  of  Northern  Virginia,  is  just  received.  In 
repW  I  would  say  that,  peace  bemg  my  greit 
desire,  there  is  but  one  condition  I  would  insist 
upon,  namely :  That  the  men  and  officers  sor- 
rendered  shall  be  disqualified  for  taking  im  anas 
again  against  the  Government  of  tiie  United 
States  until  properly  exchanged.  I  will  meet 
you,  or  wUl  designate  oflScers  to  meet  aoj  offi- 
cers you  may  name  for  the  same  parpose,ttanyj 
point  agreeable  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  definitely  the  terms  upon  which  tite 
surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  will 
be  received. 

«  U.  a  Grant, 

<' UenteoaaUGnmL 

""  General  B.  E.  Lee." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  Ae  pm^ 
suit  was  resumed.  General  Meade  followed 
north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  General  Shendan, 
with  sJl  tie  cavaky,  pushed  straight  for  App^ 
mattox  Station,  followed  by  General  Ord's  com* 
mand  and  the  Fifth  corps.  During  the  day 
General  Meade's  advance  had  consid^able  Oght* 
ing  with  the  enemy 'p  rear  guard,  but  was  unable 
to  bring  on  a  general  engagement  Late  in  the 
evening  Geneiral  Sheridan  struck  the  railroad  at 
the  Appomattox  station,  drove  the  enemy  from 
there,  and  captured  twenty-five  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, a  hospital  train,  and  four  trains  of  can 
loaded  with  supplies  for  Lee's  army.  During 
this  day  I  accompanied  General  Meade's  colnmn, 
and  about  midnight  received  the  following  cooi' 
munication  from  General  Lee : 

April  S,188S. 

"  General  :  I  received  at  a  late  hour  yonr 
note  of  to-day.  In  mine  of  yesterdav  I  did  not 
intend  to  propose  the  surrender  of  the  Armj  of 
Northern  Virginia,  but  to  ask  the  terms  of  jora 
proposition.  To  be  frank,  I  do  not  think  the 
emergency  has  arisen  to  call  for  the  surreoder 
of  this  army ;  but  as  the  restoration  of  peace 
should  be  the  sole  object  of  all,  I  desired  to 
know  whether  your  proposals  would  lead  to 
that  end.  I  cannot,  therefore,  meet  you  with  a 
view  to  surrender  the  Army  of  Northon  ¥»• 
ginia ;  but  as  far  as  your  proposal  may  affect 
the  Confederate  States  forces  under  my  com- 
mand,  and  tend  to  the  restoration  of  peace,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  meet  vou  at  ten  a.  m.  to- 
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mmvw  on  the  old  stage  road  to  Richmond, 
between  the  picket  lines  of  the  two  annies. 
"ILB.LEB, 

'lieateuntOeneral  IT.  &  Grant." 

Ettfy  on  the  momin^of  the  ninth  I  returned 
Urn  an  answer  as  follows,  and  immediatelj 
liarted  to  join  the  colamn  sonth  of  the  Appo- 

SMttox: 

Aprfl9,1805. 

"Obodul:  Tour  note  of  yesterday  is  re- 
oefred.  I  have  no  authority  to  treat  on  the 
■bjtet  of  peace ;  the  meeting  proposed  for  ▲. 
I.  today  ooold  lead  to  no  good.  Twill  state, 
kvever,  General,  that  I  am  equally  anxious  for 
Moe  with  yourself,  and  the  whole  North  enter- 
■iiB  the  same  feeling.  The  terms  upon  which 
Mioe  can  be  had  are  weU  nnd^stood.  By  the 
mh  layine  down  their  arms  they  will  hasten 
lit  most  desirable  event,  save  thousands  of 
kaan  fires,  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  prop- 
er not  yet  destroyed.  Seriously  hoping  that 
A  (m  difficulties  may  be  settled  without  the 
Im  of  another  life,  I  subscribe  myself,  ko., 
-U.S.  Grant, 

'General  R.E.  Lb." 

Od  the  morning  of  the  ninth  General  Ord's 
oauBaod  and  the  Fifth  corps  reached  Appomat- 
tox itation  just  as  the  enemy  was  making  a  des- 
Mte  effort  to  break  through  our  cavalry.  The 
B^try  was  at  onoe  thrown  in.  Soon  after  a 
vbito  flag  was  received,  requesting  a  suspen- 
■OQ  of  hostilities  pencUng  negotiations  for  a 
fHrender, 

Befofe  reaching  General  Sheridan's  headauar- 
in,l  received  the  following  from  General  Loo : 

Aprfl  9,1866. 

^  ^GniRAL :  I  received  your  note  of  this  mom- 
iof  OQ  the  picket  Une,  whither  I  had  come  to 
Met  jou,  and  ascertain  definitely  what  terms 
ven  embraced  in  your  proposal  of  yesterday 
v&  reference  to  the  surrenaer  of  tiiis  army.  I 
lovaak  an  interview  in  accordance  with  the 
iftr  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  for 
iat  purpose. 

«R.£.L«i, 

'laNrieunt^leneral  U.  &  Grant. 

Tbe  interview  was  held  at  Appomattox  Court- 
ksaBe,die  result  of  which  is  set  forth  in  the 
UloWipg  corre^Kmdence : 


:  Oocsr-BDiML  Va.,1 
April  0,U66.    J 

'Qboral  :  In  accordance  with  the  substance 
<f  Bj  letter  to  you  of  the  eighth  instant,  I  pro- 
pK  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
'Kectiwni  ViiKinia  on  the  following  terms,  to 
*it:  RoQs  of  the  officers  and  men  to  be  made 
k  diqilicate,  one  copy  to  be  given  to  an  officer 
to  be  desigukted  by  me,  the  other  to  be  retained 


by  such  officer  or  officers  as  you  may  designato. 
The  officers  to  give  their  individual  paroles  not 
to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  untd  properly  exchanged;  and 
each  company  or  regimental  commander  sien  a 
like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  commands.  The 
arms,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked 
and  stacked,  and  turned  over  to  the  officers 
appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  This  will  not 
embrace  the  side-arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their 
private  horses  or  baggage.  This  done,  each 
officer  and  man  will  be  ulowed  to  return  to  their 
homes,  not  to  be  disturbed  by  United  States 
authority  so  long  as  they  observe  their  paroles 
and  the  laws  in  force  where  they  may  reside. 
«U.  S.  Grant, 

<*  General  R.  E.  Lbi. 


"HtAIXyTill—  AlBT  ov  No 


BDBir  Viwaioi,  \ 
AprU0,1866.     / 


**  GsNiRAL :  I  received  your  letter  of  this  date 
containing  the  terms  of  the  surrender  of  the 
Armv  of  Northern  Virginia  as  proposed  by  you. 
As  they  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  eighth  instant, 
they  are  accepted.  I  will  proceed  to  designate 
the  proper  officers  to  carry  the  stipulations  into 
effect 

•*R.  RLeb, 

''General. 
"*  lieutenant-General  U.  &,  Grant." 

The  command  of  Major-General  Gibbon,  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps  under  Griffin,  and  MoKenzie's 
cavalry,  were  designated  to  remain  at  Appo- 
mattox Ck>urt-house  until  the  paroling  of  the 
surrendered  army  was  completed,  and  to  take 
charge  of  the  public  property.  The  remainder 
of  the  army  immediately  returned  to  the  vicinity 
of  Burkesville. 

General  Lee's  great  influence  throughout  the 
whole  South  caused  his  example  to  be  followed, 
and  to-day  the  result  is  that  the  armies  lately 
under  his  leadership  are  at  their  homes,  desir- 
ing peace  and  quiet,  and  their  arms  are  in  the 
hands  of  our  ordnance  officers. 

On  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  fifth,  General 
Sherman  moved  directly  against  Joe  Johnston, 
who  retreated  rapidly  on  through^  Raleigh, 
which  place  General  German  occupied  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirteenth.  The  day  preceding 
news  of  the  surrender  of  (General  Lee  reached 
him  at  Smithfield. 

On  the  fourteenth  a  correspondence  was 
ox>ened  between  General  Sherman  and  General 
Johnsion,  which  resulted  on  the  eighteenth  in 
an  agreement  for  the  suspension  of  hostilities, 
and  a  memorandum  or  basis  for  peace,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  President.  This  agree- 
ment was  disapproved  by  the  President  on  the 
twen^-first,  which  disapproval,  together  with 
your  instructions,  was  communicated  to  General 
Sherman  by  me  in  person  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  at  Raleigh,  North  Oarolina,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders.     Notice  was  at  once 
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given  by  him  to  (General  Johnston  for  the  tenni- 
nation  of  the  trace  that  had  been  entered  into. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  another  meeting  between 
them  was  agreed  upon,  to  take  pbce  on  the 
twenty-eixth,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender 
and  disbandment  oi  Johnston's  army  upon  sub- 
stantiaUy  the  same  terms  as  were  giren  to  Gen- 
eral Lee. 

The  expedition  under  Genera]  Stoneman  from 
East  Tennessee  got  off  on  the  twentieth  of 
March,  moving  by  way  of  Boooe,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  strtick  the  raihroad  at  Wytbeville, 
Gbambersburg,  and  Big  Lick.  The  foroe  strik- 
ing it  at  Big  Lick  pushed  on  to  within  a  few 
mfles  of  Lynchburg,  destroying  the  important 
bridges,  while  with  the  main  force  he  effectually 
destroyed  it  between  New  river  and  Big  Lick, 
and  then  turned  for  Gh'eensboro'  on  the  North 
Carolina  railroad ;  struck  that  road  and  destroyed 
the  bridges  between  Danville  and  Greensboro', 
and  between  Greensboro*  and  the  Tadkin,  to- 
gether with  the  depots  of  supplies  along  it,  and 
captured  four  hundred  prisoners.  At  »Jisbury 
he  attacked  and  defeated  a  foroe  of  the  enemy 
under  General  Gardiner,  capturing  fourteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  prisoners,  and  destroyed 
large  amounts  of  army  stores.  At  this  place  he 
destroyed  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  and  the 
bridges  toward  Qiarlotte.  Thence  he  moved  to 
SlatersviUe. 

General  Ganby,  who  had  been  directed  in 
January  to  make  preparations  for  a  movement 
from  Mobile  bay  against  Mobile  and  the  interior 
of  Alabama,  commenced  his  movement  on  the 
twentieth  of  March.  The  Sixteenth  oorps, 
Mi^or- General  A.  J.  Smith  commanding,  moved 
from  Fort  Gkdnes  by  water  to  Fish  river ;  the 
Thirteenth  oorps,  under  Bldor-General  Gk>rdon 
Ghranger,  moved  from  Fort  Morgan  and  joined 
the  Sixteenth  corps  on  Fish  river,  both  moving 
thence  on  Spanish  Fort  and  investing  it  on  the 
twenty-seventh  f  while  Major-General  Steele's 
command  moved  from  Pensacola,  out  the  rail- 
road leading  from  Tensas  to  Montgomery,  ef- 
fected a  junction  with  them,  and  partialiv  in- 
vested Fort  Blakely.  After  a  severe  bombard- 
ment of  Spanish  Fort,  a  part  of  its  line  was 
carried  on  the  eighth  of  ApriL  Daring 
the  niffht  the  enemy  evacoated  the  fort 
Fort  Buikely  was  carried  by  assault  on  the 
ninth,  and  many  prisoners  captured;  our  loss 
was  considerable.  These  snooessos  practically 
ox>ened  to  us  the  Alabama  river,  and  enabled  us 
to  approaoh  Mobile  from  the  nortk  On  the 
night  of  the  eleventh  the  city  was  evacuated, 
aim  was  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces  on 
the  morning  of  the  twelfth. 

The  expedition  under  command  of  Brevet 
M^jor-General  Wilson,  consisting  of  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  mounted  men,  was  de- 
layed by  rains  until  March  twen^-second.  when 
it  moved  from  Qiiokiisaw,  Alabama.  On  the 
first  of  AprU  General  Wilson  encountered  the 
enemy  in  force  under  Forrest  near  Ebenezer 
Church,  drove  him  in  confusion,  captured  three 


hundred  prisoners  and  &ree  guns,  and  de> 
stroyed  the  central  bridge  over  the  Gahawbt 
river.  On  the  second  he  attacked  and  captured 
the  fortified  city  of  Selma,  defended  by  Forrest 
with  seven  thousand  men  and  Ihirty-two  gons, 
destroyed  the  arsenal,  armory,  naval  fonndrj, 
machine  shops,  vast  quantities  or  stores,  and 
captured  three  thousand  prisoners.  On  the 
fourth  he  captured  and  destroyed  Tuscaloosa. 
On  the  tenth  he  crossed  the  Alabama  river,  and 
after  sending  information  of  his  operations  to 
General  Oanby,mcu'ohed  on  Montgomery,  which 

glace  he  occupied  on  the  fourteentii,  the  enemj 
aving  abandoned  it  At  this  place  mlsT 
stores  and  five  steamboats  fell  into  our  hands. 
Thence  a  force  marched  direct  on  ColomlNis, 
and  another  on  West  Point,  both  of  which 
places  were  assaulted  and  captnred  on  tiie  six- 
teenth. At  the  former  place  we  got  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  prisoners  and  mty-two  field 
runs,  destroyed  two  gunboats,  the  navy-yard, 
foundries,  arsenal,  many  factories,  and  modi 
other  public  property.  At  the  latter  plaod  ve 
got  three  hundred  prisoners,  four  guns,  and  de- 
stroyed nineteen  locomotives  and  three  hundred 
cars.  On  the  twentieth  he  took  possessioa  of 
Macon,  Georgia,  with  sixfy  field  guns,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  mUitia,  and  five  generals, 
surrendered  by  General  Howell  Cobb.  Geoenl 
Wilson,  hearing  that  Jeff.  Davis  was  trying  to 
make  his  escape,  sent  forces  in  porsuit  and  sao- 
ceeded  in  capturing  him  on  the  morning  of  May 
eleventh. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  May  General  Dick  Taylor 
surrendered  to  General  Ganby  all  the  remainii^ 
rebel  forces  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  foroe  sufficient  to  ensure  an  easy  triumph 
over  the  enemy  under  Kirbv  Smith,  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  was  immediately  put  in  motion  for 
Texas,  and  Major-General  Sheridan  designated 
for  its  immediate  command ;  but  on  the  twenty- 
sixtii  day  of  May,  and  before  they  reached  their 
destination.  General  Kirby  Ehnith  surrendered 
his  entire  command  to  Major-General  Canhy. 
This  surrender  did  not  take  place,  however, 
until  after  the  capture  of  the  rebel  President 
and  Yioe-President ;  and  the  bad  fiuth  was 
exhibited  of  first  disbandiiig  most  of  his  army 
and  permitting  an  indiscriminate  plunder,  of 
public  property. 

Owing  to  the  report  that  many  of  those  lately 
in  arms  against -l&e  Government  had  taken  re- 
ftige  upon  the  soil  of  Mexico,  carrying  with 
them  arms  rightfully  belonging  to  the  united 
States,  which  had  been  surrendered  to  us  by 
agreement— among  them  some  of  the  leaders 
who  had  surrendered  in  person — and  the  dis- 
turbed condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
the  orders  for  troops  to  proceed  to  Texas  were 
not  chanced. 

There  have  been  severe  combats,  raids,  expe- 
ditions, and  movements  to  defeat  tiie  designs 
and  purposes  of  the  enemy,  most  of  them  r^ 
fleeting  great  credit  on  our  arms,  and  whioh 
contribnted  greatly  to  our  final  triumph,  that  I 
have  not  mentioned.    Ma^y  <^  these  wili  be 
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fN&d  (Amtj  tet  forth  in  the  reports  herewith 
nboitted;  some  in  the  telegnuns  and  brief 
dfltpatehes  annomioing  them,  and  others,  I 
regrat  to  aaj,  have  not  as  yet  been  officiaUy 
i^Kirted. 

For  information  tonohing  onr  Indian  diffi- 
eiltiet,!  wooki  respectfnllT  refer  to  the  reports 
of  the  oommaBders  of  the  departments  in  which 
ihtr  hftre  occnrred. 

It  hat  been  my  fortune  to  see  the  armies  of 
both  die  West  and  the  East  6ght  battles,  and 
from  what  I  have  seen  I  know  there  is  no  dif- 
fanoee  in  their  fighting  qualities.  All  that  it 
VM  posnble  for  men  to  do  in  battle  they  have 
(iooe.  The  Western  armies  oommenoed  their 
hittki  in  the  liHssissippi  YaUey,  and  receiyed 
the  fiae]  surrender  of  the  remnant  of  the  prin- 
dfwl  anny  opposed  to  than  in  North  Oarolina. 
lie  amies  of  the  East  commenced  their  battles 
oa  die  riyer  from  which  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
■ae  deriyed  its  name,  and  receiyed  the  final 
■aneoder  of  their  <Ad  antagonist  at  Appomattox 
Qonrtboaae,  Virginia.  The  splendid  achieye- 
■eota  of  each  haye  nationalized  our  yictories, 
naofed  all  sectional  jealousies  (of  which  we 
kf e,  unfortunately,  experienced'  too  much),  and 
the  caase  of  crimination  and  recrimination  that 
■ight  haye  followed  had  either  section  £uled  in 
tedoly.  AH  haye  a  proud  record,  and  all  aec- 
tioos  caa  well  congratulate  themselyes  and  each 
after  for  baying  done  their  full  share  in  restor- 
ia^  the  supremacy  of  the  law  oyer  eyery  foot  of 
t^tory  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Let 
dMB  hope  for  perpetual  peace  and  harmony  with 
thateaemy,  whose  manhood,  however  mistaken 
the  cause,  drew  forth  such  nerculean  deeds  of 
fahic 

Ihaye  the  honor  to  be, 

Yety  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  seryant, 
U.  a  Geaiit, 


H0O.&lI.9tA]ITOV, 

SeereUrjorWar. 

iMnm^KKIRAL's  OmoB, 

Noyember  18, 1865. 
ICMBdal  copy.]  R  D.  Towmsbnd, 

Aviitaat  Ai^aUatrGeoflnL 
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JOSBC^a  OF  HA/OA-GEMEBAL  ISOMAa 

<*BAiiqiaar  tbb  Afunr  under  hd  oommand,  ibom 

"' i  7, 18M,  TO  JASXJASY  SO,  1M6. 

llH.,J«MMr7  90,  IMS^    / 

•  OouwH.:  I  haye  the  honor  to  report  the 
<^>entions  of  my  command  from  the  date  of  the 
occupation  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  as  follows : 

Fixsa  the  seyenth  to  the  thirtieth  of  Septem- 
HK,  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  and  Twentieth 
ioiy  Corps,  composing  the  Army  of  the  Gum- 
Mand,  remained  quietly  in  camp  around  the 
eitf  ef  Atianta.  The  enemy  was  reported  posted 
V  the  neighborhood  of  Jonesboro'.    During  the 


g^reater  portion  of  the  aboye-mentioned  period 
an  armistiee  existed  between  the  two  armies  for 
the  purpose  of  exchabging  prisoners  captured 
on  both  sides  during  the  preceding  campaign. 

About  the  twentieth  of  September  the  ene- 
my's cayalry,  under  Forrest^  crossed  the  Tennes- 
see riyer  near  Waterloo,  Alabama,  and  appeared 
in  front  of  Athens,  Alabama,  on  the  twenty* 
third,  after  haying  destroyed  a  portion  of  the 
railroad  between  um  latter  place  and  Decatur, 
Alabama.  Considerable  skirmishing  took  place, 
and  the  garrison,  Colonel  CampbeU,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Tenth  United  States  colored  troops 
commanding,  withdrew  into  the  fort  By  night- 
fall the  town  was  completely  inyeeted,  and  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary  buildings  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort 
with  a  twelye-pounder  battery,  firing  from  two 
directions,  north  and  west,  which  was  answered 
by  the  artillery  of  the  garrisom  Later  two 
flags  of  truce  were  receiyed,  demanding  a  sur^ 
render,  which  was  declined  by  Colonel  Camp- 
bell,-when  he  was  requested  to  gprant  Major- 
(}eneral  Forrest  a  personal  intenriew,  and 
complied  with  the  request  At  this  interyiew 
Colonel  Campbell  ailiwed  himself  to  become 
conyinced  by  the  rebel  commander  that  it  was 
useless  to  contend  against  the  brgely  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  confronting  him,  and  was 
induced  to  surrender  his  command.  The  earri- 
son  at  the  time  consisted  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  beloneine  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth,  and  One  Hun- 
dred ajid  Eleyenth  United  States  colored  troops, 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  tne 
Third  Tennessee  cayalry.  Thirty  minutes  after 
the  eyacution  of  the  urrt  reinforcements,  con- 
sisting of  the  Eighteenth  Michigan  and  One 
Hundred  and  Second  Ohio  regiments,  arriyed, 
and  after  a  seyere  fight  "were  also  forced  to 
yield.  Forrest  then  moyed  toward  Pulaski, 
destroying  the  railroad  as  he  adyanced«  cap- 
tured the  i^arrison  at  Sulphur  Branch  Trestle, 
and  skirmished  heayify  tul  day  of  the  twenty- 
seyenth  with  the  garrison  of  Pulaski,  but  with- 
drew towvd  nigh&U.  MaJOT-Oeneral  Roi9eeau 
was  present  at  rukski  during  the  engagement, 
haying  collected  such  troops  as  he  could  spare 
from  other  parts  of  his  command  to  assist  in 
staying  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  the 
destruction  oi  our  railroad  communications. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Forrest  witiidrew  from 
the  immediate  yicinity  of  the  railroad,  after 
haying  thoroughly  destroyed  it  from  Athens  to 
within  fiye  mdes  of  Pulaski,  and  on  the  same 
day  the  Nashyille  and  Chattanooga  railroad 
was  cut  near  Tullahoma  and  Decherd  by  small 
parties  from  his  oommand  sent  out  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  but  the  road  was  again  in  running  order 
on  the  thirtieth.  As  Forrest  changed  the  scene 
of  his  operations  frt>m  the  Decatur  railroad  oyer 
to  the  one  leading  to  Chattanooga,  Oeneral 
Rousseau  moyed  rapidly  by  rail  around  through 
Nashyille  to  Tullahoma  and  prepared  for  ms 
[  reception.    On  tiie  same  day  (twenty-nintii  Sep- 
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tember)  five  thousand  mea  from  the  District  of 
the  £towah,  Major-General  J.  B.  Steedman  com- 
manding, crossed  to  the  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  to  check  Forrest's  movements  and  pro- 
test and  keep  open  the  communication  by  rail 
with  Chattanooga. 

Newton's  division.  Fourth  corps,  was  ordered 
from  Atlanta  September  twenty-sixth,  and 
replaced  Steedman's  command  at  Ghattano<^a 
on  the  twenty-eighth.  Morgan's  division,  of  me 
Fourteenth  corps,  started  from  Atlanta  for  the 
same  purpose  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September, 
and  to  reinforce  the  troops  operating  against 
Forrest. 

In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from 
Major-€^neral  Sherman,  I  left  Atianta  with 
Morgan's  division  to  take  immediate  charge  of 
a&irs  in  Tennessee,  and  reached  Nashville  Oc- 
tober third. 

On  th6  withdrawal  of  Forrest's  troops  from 
Athens  a  garrison  was  sent  to  reoccapy  the 
post  by  Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Granger,  com- 
manding District  of  Northern  Alabama,  who 
also  sent  a  scouting  party  from  Huntsville  to- 
ward Fayetteville  to  locate  the  enemy.  This 
party  ascertuned  that  Forrest  passed  Uirongh 
Fayetteville  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth, 
and  moved  toward  Decherd.  After  passing 
Fayetteville,  however,  he  divided  his  forces, 
part  going  south  through  New  Market  toward 
Huntsville,  and  the  remainder,  under  Forrest  in 
person,  moved  through  Lynchburg  toward  Col- 
nmbia.  The  first  column,  four  thousand  strong, 
under  Buford,  appeared  in  front  of  Huntsville 
during  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth,  and  imme- 
diately sent  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to  sur- 
render, which  the  latter  refused  to  do.  The 
enemy  remained  throughout  the  night  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  and  repeated  the  demand 
for  its  surrender  on  the  morning  of  October 
first,  and  meeting  withr  an  answer  similar  to  the 
one  received  on  the  night  previous,  he  moved 
off  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  was 
attacked  by  him  at  about  three  p.  m.,  without 
effect,  the  garrison  holding  its  own  nobly.  The 
second  column  (under  Forrest  in  person,  and 
estinuied  at  three  thousand  men),  made  its  ap- 
pearance near  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the 
nrst,  but  did  not  attack  that  place. 

During  these  operations  of  Forrest  in  Middle 
Tennessee,  small  parties  of  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance  m  the  neighborhood  of  Mc- 
Minnville  and  Liberty,  but  made*  no  serious 
demonstrations. 

Morgan's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  corps, 
which  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  September,  reached  Stevenson  during  tiie 
morning  of  the  first  of  October,  and  pushed  on 
toward  HuntsviUe  immediately,  reaching  that 
pkce  during  the  night,  and  set  out  for  Athens 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  second, 
repairing  the  railroad  as  it  advanced.  The 
enemy,  under  Buford,  resumed  the  attack  on 
Athens  on  the  second,  but  was  again  hand- 
somely repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting  of 


the.  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Oolinel 
Slade  commanding.  Failing  in  this  second 
attempt,  Buford  moved  off  toward  Eik  river, 
pursued  by  a  small  force  of  our  cavalry  beloug- 
inff  to  General  Granger's  command.  The  other 
column,  under  Forrest,  started  from  near  Colom- 
bia on  the  momine  of  the  third,  and  moved  off 
in  the  direction  of  Mount  Pleasant,  paroling  all 
his  prisoners  before  his  departure.  During  hit 
stay  in  the  neighborhood  he  destroyed  about 
five  miles  of  nulroad  between  Garter's  creek 
and  Spring  Hill,  including  three  bridges.  The 
enemy's  intention  to  make  good  bis  escape  to 
the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  being  now 
evident,  directions  were  given  to  General  Mor- 
gan, at  Athens,  to  move  with  his  division  to- 
ward Bainbridge  and  endeavor  to  secore  the 
crossing  at  that  place  in  advance  of  Forrest, 
while  General  Rousseau,  already  on  tiie  way  to 
Cohunbia  fromNashville  with  a  force  of  four  thoa- 
sand  mounted  men,  hastily  collected  togetiier. 
was  to  push  after  the  enemy  through  Mount 
Pleasant  and  press  him  in  the  rear.  Croxtoa's 
brigade  of  cavalry  started  from  Farmington,  and 
moving  through  Louisburg,  pursued  a  south- 
westerly course  toward  Lawrenoeburg.  The 
above  was  tiie  position  of  the  troops  on  the 
morning  of  October  third.  On  the  same  day 
information  reached  me  that  Major-GeoenJ 
Washburn,  with  three  thousand  cavalry  and 
fifteen  hundred  infjamt^,  was  moving  up  the 
Tennessee  river  to  participate  in  the  operatiooa 
against  Forrest  Directions  were  sent  him  on 
the  fourth  to  leave  his  infSantry  at  JohnsonvOle, 
move  with  his  cavalry  by  water  to  Qlfton,  and 
thence  across  the  country  toward  Pulaski,  join- 
ing General  Rousseau's  command  at  that  point 
Lieutenant  Commander  Forrest,  United  States 
Navy,  commanding  the  naval  force  on  the  upper 
Tennessee,  was  requested  to  send  some  gun- 
boats down  the  river  to  Florence,  Alabaina,and 
endeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  in  that 
vicinity,  if  the  high  stage  of  water  then  pre- 
vailing in  the  Tennessee  would  admit  of  his 
crossing  the  upper  shoals  with  his  gnnboate. 

Morgan's  division  reached  Rogersville  daring 
the  evening  of  the  fourth,  having  been  delayed 
by  high  water  in  crossing  Elk  river ;  and  on  the 
same  night  Forrest  passed  through  Lawrence- 
burg.  A  report  was  received  to  the  effect  that 
Buford's  comipand  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
Tennessee  river  at  Brown's  ferry  on  the  tlurd 
instant  • 

On  the  sixth  General  Washburn  readied 
Waynesboro,  still  moving  eastward,  and  on  tiie 
same  day  General  Morgan  came  up  witii  the 
enemy's  rear  euard  at  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  and 
skirmished  with  it  slightly,  but  still  not  in  time 
to  prevent  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  from 
safely  effectinga  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Bainbridge.  Thus  both  columns  of  the  «^^ 
succeeded  in  escaping,  although  closely  purstted 
by  our  forces.  On  uie  eightti  directions  wwe 
sent  to  General  Rousseau  to  destroy,  all  feny- 
boats  and  other  means  of  crossing  the  river, 
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and  dien  move  his  command  below  Florence  to 
awitt  forther  orders.  At  &e  same  time  Gen- 
eni  Morgan  was  directed  to  return  to  Athens. 

Pending  these  operations  in  Tennessee,  the 
whole  aspect  of  affiaurs  about  Atlanta  had  under- 
gone a  change.  Hood  had  crossed  the  Chatta- 
boocbee  riTer,  and  had  sent  one  corps  of  his  army 
to  destroy  the  railroad  between  Allatoona  and 
Marietta,  which  he  had  effectually  accomplished 
for  a  distance  of  over  twenty  miles,  interrupting 
all  communication  between  the  forces  in  Tennes- 
see, and  the  main  army  with  General  Sherman 
in  Georgia.  He  then  moved  around  south  of 
Borne,  to  the  west  side  of  the  Coosa  river,  and 
taking  a  north-easterly  course,  marched  toward 
Sommerville  and  Lafayette,  threatening  Chatta- 
nom  and  Bridgeport 

Ine  following  cuspositions  were  made  on  the 
deventh :  Groxton's  cavalry  brigade  was  to 
move  to  some  point  sufficiently  near  his  sup- 
plies at  Athens,  and  not  too  far  removed  from 
the  Tennessee  river  to  protect  its  Crossings 
from  Decatur  down  as  ftur  as  Eastport  Mor- 
gan's division  of  tiie  Fourteenth  corps  to  move 
without  delay  from  Athens  to  Chattanooga  by 
rail,  and  Steedman's  command  foUowiiu"  Mor- 
no's  from  Decatur  to  Brid^port  General 
Aooneau's  troops  were  recsmed  from  below 
Fbrenee,  and  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Athens 
without  delay.  The  district  of  Northern  Ala- 
bama, comprising  the  posts  of  Decatur,  Hunts- 
viOe,  Stevenson,  and  intermediate  points,  was 
left  with  its  ordinary  garrisons,  and  our  whole 
attention  turned  toward  Hood's  movements  in 
Northern  Georna. 

On  the  twelfUi  the  enemy's  cavaliy  attacked 
Re8aa^  but  tiie  place  was  resolutely  held  by 
Watkins'  brigade  of  cavalrv,  and  the  railroad 
bridge  saved  frt>m  destruction.  The  same  day 
Brigadier-General  Wagner  reported  from  Chatta- 
nooga the  enemy's  cavalry,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  strong,  had  occupied  Lafoyette,  Georgia, 
whereupon  directions  were  sent  him  to  call  in 
&e  detachments  at  Tunnel  Hill,  Ringgold,  and 
intermediate  points  along  the  railroad  between 
tb^e  and  CSiattanoo^  and  qnietlv  make  prep- 
arations to  defend  his  post  On  the  thirteenth, 
one  corps  of  Hood's  army  appeared  in  front  of 
Dalton,  and  a  summons  to  surrender,  signed  by 
Hood  in  person,  was  sent  in  to  Colonel  Johnson, 
Forty-foiuih  United  States  colored  troops,  oom- 
maoding  the  garrison.  Colonel  Johnson  being 
convint^  of  the  uselessness  of  contending 
against  so  overwhelming  a  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  knowing  there  was  no  succor  at  hand,  com- 
plied with  me  demand. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Morgan's  division  reached 
Chattanooga,  and  General  Steedman's  command 
arrived  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  received  orders 
to  proceed  to  C^attanooea. 

After  remaining  at  Dalton  one  di^,  during 
^ich  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad, 
tbe  enemy  movcMl  off  to  the  westward,  through 
Xtt^jack  Gap,  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of 
Hood's  army  near  SummerviUe,  to  which  point 
be  had  been  foUowod  by  General  Sherman  with 


the  Fourth,  Fourteentb,  Fifteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth corps,  the  Twentieth  corps  having  been 
left  behind  at  Atlanta  to  hold  the  place. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Sherman,  Morgan's  division,  of  the 
Fourteenth  corps,  and  Wagner's,  of  the  Fourth, 
were  sent  frt)m  Chattanooga  to  rejoin  their  re- 
spective commands  at  SummerviUe. 

A  force  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  men 
was  set  to  work,  nnder  the  direction  of  Colonel 
W.  W.  Wright,  Chief  Engineer  United  States 
Military  Railroads,  to  repair  the  railroad  south 
of  Chattanooga,  there  being  twenty-four  miles 
of  rails  and  ties  totally  destroyed,  besides  sev- 
eral important  bridges  carried  away  by  high  - 
water ;  yet  with  characteristic  energy  on  the 
part  of  Colonel  Wright  and  Captain  J.  C.  Van 
Duzer,  Superintendent  of  Military  Telegraph, 
the  repairs  were  rapidly  carried  forward.  Tele- 
graphic communication  with  Atlanta  was  re- 
stored on  the  twenty-first,  and  trains  commenced 
running  regularly  on  the  twenty-eighth.  On 
the  latter  date  the  enemy  was  at  Ghidsden,  Alar 
bama,  while  General  Sherman's  forces  were  at 
Gkylesville,  both  armies  remaining  inactive  and 
watchful  of  the  other's  movements.  While  at 
the  latter  place  Special  Field  Order  No.  105, 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  was  issued 
by  General  Sherman,  and  the  substance  of  it  sent 
to  me  bv  telegraph,  as  follows : 

''  In  tne  Qvent  of  military  movements  or  the 
accidents  of  war  separating  the  general  in  com- 
mand from  hie  military  division,  Major-General 
Greorge  H.  Thomas,  commanding  the  Department 
of  the  Cumberland,  will  exercise  command  over 
all  the  troops  and  garrisons  not  absolutely  in 
the  presence  of  the  general-in-chief." 

A  written  communication  received  a  few  days 
previous,  in  which  I  was  instructed  to  remain  in 
Tennessee  and  defend  the  line  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  ^ve  a  detailed  account  of  his  plans  for  a 
campaign  into  die  heart  of  Georgia.  The  Four- 
teenth and  Twentieth  corps  of  my  command 
were  to  go  with  General  Sherman,  the  Fourth 
corps  remaining  with  me  in  Tennessee.  My  in- 
structions were  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  fol- 
lowed General  Sherman's  column,  but  in  anv 
event  to  hold  Tennessee.  On  the  twenty-sixth 
the  enemy's  infantry  made  its  appearance  in 
strong  force  in  front  of  Decatur,  Alabama,  and 
during  the  afternoon  attacked  tiie  garrison,  but 
not  vigorously,  and  without  effect  Reinforce- 
ments amounting  to  two  full  regiments  were 
sent  from  Chattanooga  to  General  G^ranger  at 
that  point,  and  he  was  directed  to  hold  his  post 
at  all  hazards.  On  the  twenty-seventh  the  ene- 
my commenced  intrenching  his  position  around 
Decatur,  working  steadily  throughout  the  day 
and  skirmishing  continually,  but  no  artillery 
was  used.  At  night  their  campfires  showed  a 
heavy  force.  Under  cover  of  the  darkness  and 
with  a  strong  column,  the  enemy  drove  in  our 
pickets  and  established  a  line  of  rifle-pits  within 
five  hundred  yards  of  the  town.  On  the  twen- 
ty-eighth a  sortie  was  made  by  a  part  of  the 
garrison,  which  advanced  under  cover  of  tha 
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tember)  five  thoasani  men  from  the  District  of 
the  £towah,  Major-General  J.  B.  Steedman  com- 
manding, crossed  to  the  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  to  check  Forrest's  movements  and  pro- 
test and  keep  open  the  communication  by  rail 
with  Chattanooga. 

Newton's  division,  Fourth  corps,  was  ordered 
from  Atlanta  September  twentj-sizth,  and 
replaced  Steedmaii*s  command  at  Ghattano<^ 
on  the  twenty-eighth.  Morgan's  division,  of  l£e 
Fourteenth  corps,  started  from  Atlanta  for  the 
same  purpose  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September, 
and  to  reinforce  the  troops  operating  against 
Forrest. 

In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from 
Major-€^neral  Sherman,  I  left  A^nta  with 
Morgan's  division  to  take  immediate  charge  of 
a&irs  in  Tennessee,  and  reached  Nashville  Oc- 
tober third. 

On  th6  withdrawal  of  Forrest's  troops  from 
Athens  a  g^arrison  was  sent  to  reoccupy  the 
post  by  Bri^ier-Oeneral  R.  S.  Granger,  com- 
manding District  of  Northern  Alabama,  who 
also  sent  a  scouting  party  from  Huntsville  to- 
ward Fayetteville  to  locate  tiie  enemy.  This 
party  ascertuned  that  Forrest  passed  through 
Fayetteville  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth, 
and  moved  toward  Decherd.  After  passing 
Fayetteville,  however,  he  divided  his  forces, 
part  going  south  through  New  Market  toward 
Huntsville,  and  the  remainder,  under  Forrest  in 
person,  moved  through  Lynchburg  toward  Col- 
umbia. The  first  column,  four  thousand  strong, 
under  Buford,  appeared  in  front  of  Huntsville 
during  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth,  and  imme- 
diately sent  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to  sur- 
render, which  the  latter  refused  to  do.  The 
enemy  remained  throughout  the  night  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  and  repeated  the  demand 
for  its  surrender  on  the  morning  of  October 
first,  and  meeting  with  an  answer  similar  to  the 
one  received  on  the  night  previous,  he  moved 
off  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  was 
attacked  by  him  at  about  three  p.  m.,  without 
effect,  the  garrison  holding  its  own  nobly.  The 
second  column  (under  Forrest  in  person,  and 
estima^d  at  three  thousand  men),  made  its  ap- 
pearance near  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the 
nrst,  but  did  not  attack  that  place. 

During  these  operations  of  Forrest  in  Middle 
Tennessee,  small  parties  of  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mc- 
Minnville  and  Liberty,  but  made-  no  serious 
demonstrations. 

Morgan's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  corps, 
which  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  September,  reached  Stevenson  during  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  October,  and  pushed  on 
toward  HuntsviUe  immediately,  reaching  that 
place  during  the  night,  and  set  out  for  Athens 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  second, 
repairing  the  railroad  as  it  advanced.  The 
enemy,  under  Buford,  resumed  the  attack  on 
Athens  on  the  second,  but  was  again  hand- 
somely repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting  of 


the.  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Lieutenaat-Gdonel 
Slade  commanding.  Failing  in  this  second 
attempt,  Buford  moved  off  toward  Elk  river, 
pursued  by  a  small  force  of  onr  cavaby  belong- 
ing to  General  Granger's  command.  The  other 
column,  under  Forrest,  started  from  near  Colom- 
bia on  the  morning  of  the  third,  and  moved  off 
in  the  direction  of  Mount  Pleasant,  paroling  all 
his  prisoners  before  his  departure.  During  hia 
stay  in  the  neighborhood  he  destroyed  about 
five  miles  of  railroad  between  Carter's  credc 
and  Spring  HiU,  including  three  bridges.  The 
enemy's  intention  to  male  good  his  escape  to 
the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  being  now 
evident,  directions  were  given  to  General  Mor- 
gan, at  Athens,  to  move  with  his  division  to- 
ward Bainbridge  and  endeavor  to  secure  the 
crossing  at  that  place  in  advance  of  Forrest, 
while  General  Rousseau,  already  on  the  way  to 
Columbia  fromNashville  with  a  force  of  four  thou- 
sand mounted  men,  hastily  collected  togetiier. 
was  to  push  after  the  enemy  through  Mount 
Pleasant  and  press  him  in  the  rear.  Croxton's 
brigade  of  cavalry  started  from  Farmington,  and 
moving  through  Louisburg,  pursued  a  sonth- 
westeny  course  toward  Lawrenoeburg.  The 
above  was  the  position  of  the  troops  on  the 
morning  of  October  third.  On  the  same  day 
information  reached  me  that  Major-General 
Washburn,  with  three  thousand  cavalry  and 
fifteen  hundred  infantry,  was  moving  up  the 
Tennessee  river  to  participate  in  the  operaiioDS 
against  Forrest  Directions  were  sent  him  on 
the  fourth  to  leave  his  in&ntry  at  JohnsonviUe, 
move  with  his  cavalry  by  water  to  Oiftoii,  and 
thence  across  the  country  toward  Polaski,  join- 
ing General  Rousseau's  conmiand  at  that  point. 
Lieutenant  Conmiander  Forrest,  United  Statee 
Navy,  commanding  the  naval  force  on  the  upper 
Tennessee,  was  requested  to  send  some  gun- 
boats down  the  river  to  Florence,  Alabanaa,and 
endeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  in  tiiat 
vicinity,  if  the  high  stage  of  water  tiien  pre- 
vailing in  the  Tennessee  would  admit  of  his 
crossing  the  upper  shoals  with  his  gunboats. 

Morgan's  division  reached  Rogersville  daring 
the  evening  of  the  fourth,  having  been  delayed 
by  high  water  in  crossing  Elk  river ;  and  on  the 
same  night  Forrest  passed  tiurough  Lawrence- 
burg.  A  report  was  received  to  the  effect  that 
Buford's  comipand  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
Tennessee  river  at  Brown's  ferry  on  the  third 
instant.  * 

On  the  sixth  General  Washburn  reached 
Waynesboro,  still  moving  eastward,  and  on  the 
same  day  General  Morgan  came  up  with  the 
enemy's  rear  guard  at  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  and 
skirmished  with  it  slightly,  but  stQI  not  in  time 
to  prevent  the  main  oody  of  the  enemy  from 
safely  effectinga  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Bambridge.  Thus  both  columns  of  the  «o^ 
succeeded  in  escaping,  although  closely  pursued 
by  our  forces.  On  uie  eighm  directions  were 
sent  to  General  Rousseau  to  destroy  all.  ferry- 
boats and  other  means  of  crossing  the  river, 
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ad  ften  more  hie  oommand  below  Florence  to 
aviit  fmliier  orders.  At  the  same  time  Gen- 
cnl  Morgaii  ms  directed  to  return  to  Athens. 

Peadiiig  tiieee  operations  in  Tennessee,  the 
wbole  aspect  of  afiBeurs  abont  Atlanta  had  under- 
gone i  change.  Hood  had  crossed  the  Chatta- 
boodiee  river,  and  had  sent  one  corps  of  his  army 
todeitrojtiie  raiboad  between  Allatoona  and 
Marietta,  which  he  had  efifectuallj  accomplished 
for  a  diitanoe  of  over  twentymiles,  interrupting 
aS  oaomanication  between  the  forces  in  Tennes- 
lee.  and  the  main  army  with  €kneral  Sherman 
ia  Georgia.  He  then  moved  around  south  of 
Borne,  to  the  west  side  of  the  Coosa  river,  and 
taking  a  north-easterly  course,  marched  toward 
8aminwille  and  Lafayette,  threatening  Chatta- 
MMga  and  Bridgeport. 

Toe  foflowing  dispositions  were  made  on  the 
deveath:  Crozton's  cavalry  brigade  was  to 
Dore  to  some  point  sufficiently  near  his  sup- 
plies at  Athens,  and  not  too  far  removed  from 
ti»  Teimeasee  river  to  protect  its  crossings 
from  Decatur  down  as  far  as  Eastport  Mor- 
gia's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  corps  to  move 
vitboot  delay  from  Athens  to  Chattanooga  by 
iaO,aod  8teedman's  oommand  foUowii^  Mor- 
m^i  from  Decatur  to  Bridgeport  General 
Mseau's  troops  were  recsdled  from  below 
Dtfeoce,  and  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Athens 
vitboQt  delay.  The  district  of  Northern  Ala- 
kan,  comprising  the  posts  of  Decatur,  Hunts- 
▼ifle,  Stevenson,  and  intermediate  points,  was 
kit  with  its  ordinary  garrisons,  and  our  whole 
ttteotion  turned  toward  Hood's  movements  in 
Ntfthem  Georgia. 

On  the  twelfui  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacked 
Roaca,  but  the  place  was  resolutely  held  by 
Walfcins'  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  the  railroad 
Mfe  saved  from  destruction.  The  same  day 
Brigadier-Genend  Wagner  reported  from  Chatta- 
BoQga  the  enemy's  cavalry,  two  hundred  and 
Ifty  strong,  had  occupied  Lafayette,  Georgia, 
vfaereapon  directions  were  sent  him  to  call  in 
&e  detachments  at  Tunnel  Hill,  Ringgold,  and 
Btennediate  points  along  the  railroaa  between 
ibere  and  (^ttanooga,  and  quietly  make  prep- 
■ations  to  defend  his  post  On  toe  thirteenth, 
me  corps  of  Hood's  army  appeared  in  front  of 
1^0,  and  a  summons  to  surrender,  signed  by 
Bood  in  person,  was  sent  in  to  Colonel  Johnson, 
For^-fomth  United  States  colored  troops,  oom- 
Bioding  the  garrison.  Colonel  Johnson  being 
ootjixmI  of  the  uselessness  of  contending 
sgVBBt  so  overwhelming  a  force  of  the  enemy, 
ud  knowing  there  was  no  succor  at  hand,  com- 
plied witii  the  demand. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Morgan's  division  reached 
(^)>ttaoooga,  and  General  Steedman's  command 
■"Ted  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  received  orders 
^proceed  to  (Siattanooga. 

4^  remaining  at  Dalton  one  dav,  durii^ 
*^  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad, 
4eei«nj  moved  off  to  the  westward,  through 
jicbjack  Gap,  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of 
Hwd's  army  near  Summerville,  to  which  point 
^  bid  been  foUowod  by  General  Sherman  with 


the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth corps,  the  Twentieth  corps  having  been 
left  behind  at  Atlanta  to  hold  the  place. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Shei'man,  Morgan's  division,  of  the 
Fourteenth  corps,  and  Wagner's,  of  the  Fourth, 
were  sent  from  Chattanooga  to  rejoin  their  re- 
spective commands  at  Summerville. 

A  force  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  men 
was  set  to  work,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
W.  W.  Wright,  Chief  Engineer  United  States 
Military  Raikoads,  to  repair  the  railroad  south 
of  Chattanooga,  there  being  twenty-four  miles 
of  rails  and  ties  totally  destroyed,  besides  sev- 
eral important  bridges  carried  away  by  high 
water ;  yet  with  characteristic  energy  on  the 
part  of  Colonel  Wright  and  Captain  J.  C.  Van 
Duzer,  Superintendent  of  Military  Telegraph, 
the  repairs  were  rapidly  carried  forward.  Tele- 
graphic communication  with  Atlanta  was  re- 
stored on  the  twenty-first,  and  trains  commenced 
running  regularly  on  the  twenty-eighth.  Ou 
the  latter  date  the  enemy  was  at  Gadsden,  Ala- 
bama, while  General  Sherman's  forces  were  at 
Gkylesville,  both  armies  remaining  inactive  and 
watchful  of  the  other's  movements.  While  at 
the  latter  place  Special  Field  Order  No.  105, 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  was  issued 
by  General  Sherman,  and  the  substance  of  it  sent 
to  me  by  telegraph,  as  follows : 

"  In  tne  ^vent  of  military  movements  or  the 
accidents  of  war  separating  the  general  in  com- 
mand from  his  military  division,  Major-General 
George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  the  Department 
of  the  Cumberland,  will  exercise  oommand  over 
all  the  troops  and  garrisons  not  absolutely  in 
the  presence  of  the  general-in-chief." 

A  written  communication  received  a  few  days 
previous,  in  which  I  was  instructed  to  remain  in 
Tennessee  and  defend  the  line  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  plans  for  a 
campaign  into  the  heart  of  G^rgia.  The  Four- 
teenth and  Twentieth  corps  of  my  command 
were  to  go  with  General  Sherman,  the  Fourth 
corps  remaining  with  me  in  Tennessee.  My  in- 
structions were  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  fol- 
lowed General  Sherman's  column,  but  in  any 
event  to  hold  Tennessee.  On  the  twenty-sixth 
the  enemy's  infantry  made  ite  appearance  in 
strong  force  in  front  of  Decatm*,  Alabama,  and 
during  the  afternoon  attacked  the  garrison,  but 
not  vigorously,  and  without  effect  Reinforce- 
ments amounting  to  two  full  regimento  were 
sent  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Granger  at 
that  point,  and  he  was  directed  to  hold  his  post 
at  all  hazards.  On  the  twenty-seventh  the  ene- 
my commenced  intrenching  his  position  around 
Decatur,  working  steadily  throughout  the  day 
and  skirmishing  continually,  but  no  artillery 
was  used.  At  night  their  camp-fires  showed  a 
heavy  force.  Under  cover  of  the  darkness  and 
with  a  strong  column,  the  enemy  drove  in  our 
pickets  and  established  a  line  of  rifle-pits  within 
five  hundred  yanls  of  the  town.  On  the  twen- 
ty-eighth a  sortie  was  made  by  a  part  of  the 
garrison,  which  advanced  under  oover  of  the 
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gans  of  the  fort  down  the  river  bank  and 
around  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy^s  pits,  clearing 
ihem  of  their  occupants,  and  capturing  one 
hundred  and  twenty  prisoDers  belonging  to 
Oheatham's  diviaion,  besides  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  number.  The  same  day  the  Fourteenth 
United  States  colored  troops,  Colonel  Morgan 
commanding,  carried  one  of  the  enemy's  batp 
teries  up  the  river,  after  driving  off  tiie  sup- 
ports ;  me  guns  were  spiked  and  the  command 
returned  to  Decatur.  Our  loss  was  three  ofB- 
cers  killed  and  several  officers  and  men 
wounded. 

General  Granger  estimated  the  force  opposing 
him  at  one  corps,  and  his  scouts  informed  him 
there  was  also  a  corps  at  Warrenton,  Alabama, 
with  Russell's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Guntersville, 
on  the  river ;  Roddy's  division  of  cavahy  was 

Eicketing  the  south  side  of  the  Tennesse  from 
lecatur  to  Tuscumbia,  and  Forrest,  with  the 
main  cavalry  force,  was  reported  at  Corinth, 
MissLBsippi,  with  outposts  at  Eastport  and 
along  the  west  bank  of  tlie  Tennessee.  On  the 
twenty-ninth  General  Granger  reported  the  ene- 
my in  his  front  to  be  withdrawing  £rom  Decatur 
toward  Courtland.  The  same  day  General 
Croxton,  commanding  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
picketing  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  reported 
the  enemy  crossing  at  the  moulh  of  Cypress 
creek,  two  miles  below  Florence,  stating  at  the 
same  time  that  he  would  move  with  all  the 
force  he  could  spare  to  drive  the  enemy  back. 
Directions  were  sent  to  General  Hatch,  com- 
manding a  division  of  cavalry  at  Cliiton,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  to  move  to  the  sup- 
port of  Croxton  at  Florence,  impressing  upon 
Doth  commanders  the  necessity  of  keepmg  the 
enemy  from  crossing  to  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  until  the  Fourth  corps,  already  on  its  way 
from  General  Sherman  in  Georgia,  could  arrive 
Ittd  get  into  a  position  to  meet  nim. 

Hood's  plans  had  now  become  evident,  and 
from  information  gained  through  prisoners,  de- 
serters, and  other  sources,  his  intention  was  to 
cross  into  Middle  Tennessee.  To  enable  him  to 
supply  his  army  he  had  been  repairing  the  Mo* 
bile  and  Ohio  railroad  for  some  time  previous, 
and  trains  were  now  running  as  far  nor^  as 
Corinth,  and  thence  east  to  Cherokee  station, 
brinsdng  hit  supplies  by  that  route  from  Selma 
and  Montgomery. 

The  advance  division  (Wood's,  of  the  Fourth 
corps),  reached  Athens  on  the  thirty-first,  the 
other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  following  along 
ru>idly.  The  Twenty-third  corps,  Mi^or-Gene- 
ral  J.  M.  Sobofield  commanding,  having  been 
ordered  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  take  post 
at  Resaca  and  report  to  me  for  orders*  was  im- 
mediately ordered  by  me  to  Pulaski  (as  soon  as 
I  learned  Hood  had  appeared  in  force  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee),  and  was  also  on 
its  way,  moving  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  corps. 

The  enemy  effected  a  lodgement  for  his  infan- 
try on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee,  about 
tfa^ee  miles  above  Florence,  on  the  thirty-first, 
Dotfrithstaodiug  Croxtou's  endeavors  to  drive 


him   back,   and   his  cavalry  in  heavy  foroa 

Eressed  Croxton  across  Shoal  creek  to  its  east 
ank.  Orders  were  immediately  sent  to  Qeoe- 
ral  Stanley  to  concentrate  the  Fourth  com  at 
Pulaaki  and  await  farther  ioBtructioiia.  In  the 
mean  time  Forrest  was  moving  eastward  fron 
Corinth,  Mississippi,  and  from  FsnB,  Teimessee, 
making  his  i^;>peaiance  on  the  twenty-eightfa  at 
Fort  Heiman,  an  earthwork  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Tennessee,  about  seventy-five  mOes  from 
Paducah,  where  he  captured  gunboat  Na  55 
and  two  transports  on  the  thir^-first,  having 
previously  burned  the  steamer  Empreea.  His 
force  was  composed  of  seventeen  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  nine  pieces  of  artilltty.  On  the 
second  he  had  succeeded  in  planting  battenes 
above  and  below  Johnsonville  (one  of  our  haaea 
of  supplies  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  tbe 
western  terminus  of  the  North-westOTu  raikoad), 
oompletelv  blockading  the  river  and  iscdatiog 
at  that  place  three  g^boats,  eight  traosporta, 
and  about  a  dozen  baigee.  The  gairisan  wis 
composed  of  about  one  thousand  men  of  the 
Forty-third  Wisconsin,  Twelfth  United  Siatea 
colored  troops,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Eteveath 
Tennessee  cavalry,  all  under  command  of  Col- 
onel C.  R.  Thompson,  Twelfth  United  Stataa  oot 
ored  tro(^8.  The  naval  forces  under  commasd 
of  Lieutenant  £.  M.  King  attad^ed  the  eaeoiT'a 
batteries  below  JohnsonviUe,  but  were  rroubed 
after  a  severe  contest,  but  not  bef(ve  they  re- 
captured from  the  enei^y  one  of  the  transports 
above  mentioned,  having  on  board  two  tweatf- 
pounder  Parrott  guns  and  a  o(MisideraUe  qiian- 
tity  of  quartermasters'  stores,  and  fordng  the 
enemy  to  destroy  the  gunboat  Na  55,  captured 
on  the  thirty-first 

On  the  fourth  the  enemy  opened  on  the  goo- 
boats,  transports,  and  on  the  town,  from  h^ta* 
ies  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  to 
which  the  artillery  of  the  garrison  and  tin  goa- 
boats  gave  a  brisk  response.  The  latter  becom- 
ing disabled,  and  as  ereat  fears  were  entertained 
of  their  being  seized  by  the  enemy,  it  waa  re- 
solved to  fire  them,  as  also  the  transporta,  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  his  hands,  tn  canT^ 
ing  this  into  operation  the  flames  spread  to  the 
buildings  of  the  commissary  and  qnartennas- 
ter's  departments,  and  also  to  a  large  amount  of 
stores  on  the  levee,  soon  converting  the  whole 
into  a  mass  of  ruins.  The  loss  to  the  govenh 
ment,  as  filr  as  estimated,  is  set  down  at  one 
and  a  half  million  dollars,  of  which  about  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  bekm^  to  the  suheiat- 
enoe  department,  and  the  remainder  to  the  quar- 
termaster's department  I  believe  there  waa  do 
cause  to  i^prehend  that  the  enemy  could  effect 
a  crossing  at  Johnsonville,  and  the  destracdou 
of  publio  property  was  consequent^  unnecea* 
sary. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  enemy  a^ 
opened  fire  on  the  garrison,  and  after  a  fonoas 
cannonade  of  more  than  an  hour's  durati0B| 
withdrew  from  his  position  sbcroas  tiie  river 
and  disappeared.  He  crossed  the  TenneMee 
above  Johnsonville  by  means  of  two  largo  ns(- 
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bttto  ooBstnioted  by  his  meD,  and  two  small 
beiti  beknging  to  one  of  the  gunboats,  and 
to  moTed  off  in  the  direction  of  Clifton.  Ma- 
kir<QoDenl  Schofield,  with  the  advance  of  the 
TweDtf^bird  corps,  arrived  in  Nashville  on  the 
ifth,  aod  was  immediatrfy  started  toward  John- 
MAvflfe  by  rail,  reaching  that  place  the  same 
ught,  tad  finding  the  enemy  had  already  re- 
imtoi  Directions  were  thm  sent  General 
Seho&eki  to  leave  a  sufficiently  strone  force  for 
dw  defsnoe  of  that  post  and  with  tne  balance 
of  hii  cummand  proceed  to  dtrry  out  the  in- 
itractioiM  already  given  him,  nimiely,  to  join 
tib  EoQTth  corps  at  Pulaski,  and  assume  com- 
ond  of  all  the  troops  in  the  vidnity,  watch  the 
BoreoeDta  of  Hood,  and  retard  his  advance 
Tab  Teoneasee  as  much  as  possible,  without 
nking  a  geiMnil  engagement,  until  Major-Gren- 
flnlA.J.Smith*8  command  could  arrive  from 
Miiwari,  and  Major^Gkneral  J.  H.  Wilson  could 
kre  tiffle  to  remount  the  cavalry  raiments  dis- 
■oonlBd  to  fomkh  horses  for  Kilpatrick's  divi- 
KM,  which  was  to  acconq»ny  General  Sherman 
k)m  march  through  Georgia. 

At  this  time  I  found  myself  confronted  by  the 
umy  whidi,  under  General  J.  K  Johnston,  had 
M  skilfiilly  resisted  the  advance  of  the  whole 
Hdfe  anny  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
■Hippi  from  Dslton  to  ^e  Chattahoochee,  rein- 
fcned  bj  a  weUnoquipped  and  ^  enthusiastic  cav- 
iky  command  of  over  twelve  thousand  men,  led 
bfose  of  the  boldest  and  noost  successful  cav- 
iky  coffimaDders  in  the  rebel  army. 

Mj  information  from  all  sources  confirmed 
tbe  reported  strength  stated  of  Hood's  army  to 
U  from  forty  to  f(»ty-five  thousand  infEmtry, 
lad  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  cavalry. 
Mf  effective  force  at  this  time  consisted  of  the 
Fotrtb  c(vp8,  about  twelve  thousand,  under 
Major-Qenefal  D.  a  Stanley ;  the  Twen^-third 
arpa,  about  ten  thousand,  under  Major-General 
IlLScfaofield;  Hatcher's  division  of  cavalry, 
iin^  four  thousand ;  Groxton's  brigade,  two 
thovasd  five  hundred,  and  Gapron's  brigade,  of 
•boot  twelve  hundred.  Th^  balance  of  my 
^  was  distributed  along  .the  railroad,  and 
JHtod  at  Murfreesboro,  Stevenson,  Bridgeport, 
HoBtiTille,  Decatur,  and  Chattanooga,  to  keep 
epm  oar  communications  and  hold  the  posts 
^n  aamed,  if  attMsked,  until  they  could  be 
ivtoed,  as  im  to  this  time  it  was  impossible 
todefesiDiDe  whieh  course  Hood  woula  take — 
j^^uioe  on  Nashville,  or  turn  toward  Huntsville. 
WBT  these  dfcnmsrjmoes  it  was  manifestly 
wto  act  on  ^  (kfensive  until  sufficiently 
niofioroed  to  justify  taking  the  offensive. 
^^piBosaad  wishes  were  fnHy  explained  to 
wnl  Sdkofieki,  and,  as  subsequent  events 
f^ed,  propwfy  appreciated  and  .executed  by 

j^  Aafitst  to  the  tenth  of  November  the 
■iagr**  posttien  wtFlorenoe  had  remained  mate- 
nilysaohaiiged.  He  had  laid  a  pontoon  bridge 
^■MfiiK  it  to  the  piers  of  the  old  railroad 
wdgt  at  Oat  place,  aiMi  had  (grossed  over  one 
^^'mkoliy  (SbD. Lee's) and  two  diyisions 


of  cavalry:  tiie  other  two  corps  (Stuarfs  and 
Cheatham's)  were  still  on  the  south  side  of  the 
liver.  His  cavalry  had  pushed  out  to  Shoal 
creek,  skirmishing  continually  with  Hatchs 
and  Croxton's  commands  along  the  line  of  that 
stream,  but  (lowing  no  dlBposition  to  advance 
beyond. 

General  Sherman's  uncertain  position  at  Elings- 
ton,  Georgia,  where  he  still  remained  in  camp, 
had  much  to  do  with  detaining  the  enemy, 
doabtless  causing  considerable  speculation  as  to 
his  future  movements.  Gn  the  twelfth  of  Nov- 
ember communication  with  General  Sherman 
was  severed,  the  last  despatch  from  him  leaving 
Garteraville,  Georgia,  at  2:26  p.  v.  on  that  date. 
He  had  started  on  his  great  expedition  from 
Atianta  to  the  sea4)oard,  leaving  me  to  guard 
Tennessee  or  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  followed 
the  commandins^  general's  column.  It  was  there- 
fore with  considerable  anxiety  that  we  watched 
the  forces  at  Florence,  to  discover  what  course 
they  would  pursue  with  regard  to  G«nM^  Sher- 
man's movements,  determining  thereby  whether 
the  troops  under  my  command,  numbering  less 
than  haJf  those  under  Hood,  were  to  act  on  the 
defensive  in  Tennessee,  or  lake  the  offensive  in 


The  enemy's  position  at  Florence  remained 
unchanged  up  to  the  seventeenth  November, 
when  he  moved  Cheatham's  corps  to  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  with  Stuart's  corps  preparing 
to  follow.  The  same  day  part  of  the  enemy's 
in&ntry,  said  to  be  Lee's  corps,  moved  up  the 
Lawrenoeburg  road  to  Bough's  MiU  on  Bhoal 
creek,  skirmishing  at  that  point  with  Hatcher's 
cavalry,  and  then  fell  back  a  short  distance  to 
some  bluffo,  where  it  went  into  camp. 

The  possibility  of  Hood's  forces  following 
General  Sherman  was  now  at  an  end,  and  I 
quietiv  took  measures  to  act  on  the  d^ensive. 
Two  divisions  of  infantry,  under  Major-General 
A.  J.  Smith,  were  reported  on  their  way  to  join 
me  from  Missouri,  which,  with  several  one-year 
r^pments  tiien  arriving  in  the  department,  and 
detatohmento  collected  from  points  of  minor 
importance,  would  swell  my  conmiand,  when 
concentrated,  to  an  army  nearly  as  large  as  that 
of  the  enemy.  Had  tiie  enemy  delayed  his 
advance  a  week  or  ten  days  longer,  I  would 
have  been  ready  to  meet  him  at  some  point 
soutii  of  Duck  river,  but  Hood  commenced  his 
advanoe  on  the  nineteenth,  moving  on  parallel 
roads  from  Florence  toward  Waynesboro,  and 
shelled  Hatch's  cavalry  out  of  Lawrenoebm^  on 
the  twenty<«eoond.  My  only  resource  then  was 
to  retire  slowly  toward  my  reinforoementa,  de- 
kying  the  eneiso^s  progreas  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, to  gain  time  for  reinforcements  to  arrive 
ana  concentrate. 

General  Schofield  ooramenoed  removing  the. 
public  property  from  Pulaski  preparatory  to  fall- 
ing back  toward  Columbus.  Two  divisions  of 
Stanley's  corps  had  already  reached  lomnville, 
a  point  fifteen  miles  north  of  Pulaski,  to  cover 
tiie  passage  of  tiie  wagons  and  protect  the  rait 
rooci    Capron's  Iwigadd  of  cayaury  was  at  Mount 
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Pleasant,  covering  the  approach  to  Oolnmbia 
from  that  direction ;  and  in  addition  t5  the  r^- 
ular  garrison,  there  was  at  Colombia  a  brigade 
of  Ruger's  division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 
I  directed  the  two  remaining  brigades  of 
Roger's  divisioo,  then  at  Johnsonville,  also  to 
move,  one  by  railroad  aroond  throogh  Nashville 
to  Colombia,  the  other  by  road  via  Waverly  to 
CenterviUe,  and  occopy  the  crossings  of  Dock 
river  near  Colombia,  Williamsport,  Gordon's 
Ferry,  and  CenterviUe. 

Since  the  departore  of  (General  Sherman  aboot 
seven  thoosand  men  belonging  to  his  oolomn 
had  collected  at  Chattanooga,  comprising  conva- 
lescents retorning  to  their  commands,  and  men 
retoming  from  forloogh.  These  men  had  been 
organized  into  brigades,  to  be  made  available  at 
soch  points  as  tiaev  might  be  needed.  M7 
command  had  also  been  reinforoed  by  twenty 
new  one-year  regiments,  most  of  which,  how- 
ever, were  absorbed  in  replacing  old  regiments 
whose  terms  of  service  had  expired. 

On  the  twenty-third,  in  accordanoe  with  di- 
rections previoosly  given  him.  General  Qranger 
commenced  withdrawing  the  garrisons  from 
Athens,  Decator  and  HontsviUe,  Alabama,  and 
moved  off  toward  Stevenson,  sending  five  new 
regiments  of  that  foroe  to  Morfreesboro,  and 
retaining  at  Stevenson  the  original  troops  of  his 
conmiand.  This  movement  was  rapidly  made 
by  rail,  and  withoot  opposition  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy.  That  same  night  Gtoeral  Schofield 
evacoated  Polaski  and  moved  toward  Colombia, 
reporting  himself  in  position  at  that  place  on 
the  tweuty-foorth.  The  commanding  officer  at 
Johnsonville  was  directed  to  evacoate  that  post 
after  removing  all  poblic  property,  and  retire 
to  FortDonelson,  on  the  Combcurlahd,  and  thenoe 
to  Clarkesville.  Doring  the  twenty-foorth  and 
twenty-fifth  the  enemy  skirmished  with  General 
Schofield's  troops  at  Colombia,  hot  showed 
nothing  bot  dismoonted  cavalry  ontil  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-sixth,  when  his  infemtry  came 
op,  and  pressed  oor  Ime  strongly  doring  that 
day  and  the  twenty-seventh,  bot  withoot 
assaolting.  As  the  enemy's  movements  showed 
an  ondoobted  intention  to.  cross  above  or 
below  the  town.  General  Schofield  withdrew  to 
the  north  bank  of  the  Dock  river  doring  the 
night  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  took  op  a  new 
position,  where  the  command  remained  doring 
the  twenty-eighth  ondistorbed.  Two  divisions 
of  the  Twenty-third  corps  were  placed  in  line 
in  front  of  the  town,  holding  all  the  crossings  in 
its  vicinity,  while  Stanley's  corps,  posted  in  re- 
serve on  ue  FrankUn  pike,  was  held  in  readi- 
ness to  repel  any  vigoroos  attempt  the  enemy 
should  make  to  foroe  a  crossing ;  the  cavahrv 
onder  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  Wil- 
son, held  the  crossings  above  those  goarded  by 
the  infantry.  Aboot  two  ▲.  m.  on  uie  twenty- 
ninth  the  enemy  socceeded  in  pressing  back 
General  Wilson's  cavalry,  and  effected  a  crossing 
on  the  Lewisborg  pike ;  at  a  later  hoor  part  of 
his  infantiy  crossed  at  floey's  Mills,  six  miles 
above  Columbia.    CommoniaUioQ  with  the  cav- 


alry having  beeo  interropted  and  the  line  of  re- 
treat toward  Franklin  hieing  threatened,  Gene- 
ral Schofield  made  preparations  to  withdraw  to 
Franklin.    General  SUmley,  with  one  division 
of  infemtzy,  was  sent  to  S^nin^  Hill,  aboot  fif- 
teen miles  north  of  Colombia,  to  cover  the 
trains  and  hold  the  road  open  for  the  passaee 
of  the  main  force,  and  dispositions  were  made 
preparatory  to  a  withdrawal,  to  meet  any  attach 
coining  from  the  direction  of  Hoey  s  Milk. 
General  Stanley  reached  Spring  HiU  jost  in 
time  to  drive  ojf  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  save 
the  trains ;  bot  later  he  was  attacked  by  the 
enemy's  infeuntry  and  cavalry  combined,  who 
engaged  him  heavily,  and  neariy  socceeded  in 
dislodginp^  him  from  the  position,  the  engage- 
ment lasting  ontil  dark.    Aithoogh  not  attacked 
from  the  direction  of  Hoev's  Mills,  General 
Schofield  was  bosily  oceopied  all  day  at  Colom- 
bia, resisting  the  enemy's  attempts  to  cross 
Dock  river,  which  he  soccessfoUy  accomplished, 
repolsing  the  enemy  many  times  with  heavy 
loss.    Giving  directions  for  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  as  soon  as  covered  by  the  darkness, 
at  a  late  hoor  in  the  afternoon  General  Scho- 
field, with  Roger's  division,  started  to  the  re- 
lief of  General  Stanley,  at  Spring  Hill,  and  when 
near  that  place  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
bot  they  were  easily  driven  ofL    At  Sjprimg  ERU 
the  enemy  woe  found  hivouatking  uMm  eu^ 
hundred  yarde  (f  the  road.    Posting  a  brigade 
to  hold  the  pike  at  this  point,  Greneral  Schofield, 
with  Roger  s  division,  poshed  on  to  Thompson's 
station,  uiree  miles  bevond,  where  he  foond  the 
enemy's  camp  fires  still  homing,  a  cavalry  foroe 
having  oceopied  the  place  at  <&k,  bot  had  die- 
appeflured  on  the  arrival  of  oor  troops.    General 
Roger  then  qoietly  took  possession  of  t^  cross- 
roads. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  main  force  from  in 
front  of  Colombia,  was  safely  effected  after  dark 
on  the  twenty-ninth ;  Spring  Hill  was  passed 
withoot  molestation,  aboot  midnight,  and,  mak- 
ing a  night  march  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  whole 
command  got  into  position  at  Franklin  at  an 
early  hoor  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  ^ 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Lewisborg  pike,  on  the 
right  or  east  of  the  infantry. 

At  Franklin,  General  Schofield  formed  line  c^ 
battle  on  the  soothem  edg^  of  the  town,  to  await 
the  coming  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  meaniHiile 
hastened  the  crossing  of  the  trains  to  the  iMNrtii 
side  of  Harpeth  river. 

On  the  evacoation  of  Colombia,  orders  were 
sent  to  Major-GenerlJ  Mihroy,  at  ToUahoma,  to 
abandon  that  post  and  retire  to  Morfreeaboro, 
joining  foroes  with  General  Roosseaa  at  the 
latter  place.  General  Miln^  was  instmoted, 
however,  to  maintain  the  garrison  in  the  blo^- 
hoose  at  Ws.  river  bridge.  Nashville  was  placed 
in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the  fortificatioDs 
manned  by  the  garrison,  rwnforoed  by  a  vdon- 
teer  foroe  which  had  been  previooahr  orsiiiised 
into  a  division  onder  Brevet  Brigaoier-General 
J.  L.  Donaldson,  from  the  employes  of  tlie  (^ff- 
termaater^B  and  Cammissary  Departaienta.  lliis 
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btter  fofoe,  aided  by  railroad  employes,  the 
wbde  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-General 
Tower,  worked  aaaidaoiiBij  to  constmct  addi- 
tionil  defenses.  Major-General  Steedman,  with 
Aooomiand  numbering  five  thousand  men,  com- 
posed o£  detaohments  belonging  to  General 
Sheman's  column,  left  behind  at  Chattanooga 
(of  whidi  mention  has  heretofore  been  made), 
aodiko  a  brigade  of  colored  troops,  started 
from  Qiattanooga  by  rail  on  the  twentyniinth  of 
Koreoiber,  and  reached  Oowan  on  the  morning 
of  the  thirtieth,  where  orders  were  sent  him 
to  proceed  direct  to  Nashville.  At  an  early 
boor  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  the  ad- 
fuee  of  Maior-Gencral  A.  J.  Smith's  command 
leeched  Nashville  by  transports  from  St.  Louis. 
Mj  in&Qtiy  force  was  now  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  en^ny,  although  he  still  outnumbered  me 
teiy  gieady  in  effective  cavahy,  but  as  soon  as 
a  few  thousand  ot  the  latter  arm  could  be 
mouted,  I  should  be  in  a  condition  to  take  the 
field  (^Sensivdy,  and  dispute  the  possession  of 
Teonessee  with  Hood's  army. 

The  enemy  followed  closely  after  Gknend 
Schofield*s  rear  guard  in  the  retreat  to  FrankUn, 
lod  ipon  coming  up  with  the  main  force  formed 
iipidly,and  advanced  to  assault  our  works,  re- 
peatiiig  attack  after  attack  during  the  entire 
afternoon,  and  as  late  as  ten  p.  m.  Us  efforts  to 
break  our  lines  were  continued.  General  Scho- 
fi^'s  position  was  ^Doellently  chosen,  wilii 
both  fluiks  resting  on  the  river,  and  his  men 
fimly  held  their  ground  against  an  overwhelm- 
ias  en^ny,  who  was  repulsed  in  every  assault 
along  tilie  whole  line.  Our  loss,  as  given  by 
GeooaL  Bdiofield,  in  his  report,  tnmsmitted 
herewith  (and  to  which  I  respectfully  refer), 
ia  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  Killed,  one  tiiou- 
nod  and  thirty-three  wounded,  and  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  four  missing,  making  an 
agg]9^gate  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
tventy-siz.  We  captured  and  sent  to  Nashville 
Kvm  hundred  and  two  prisoners,  including  one 

Sieial  officer  and  thirtv-three  stands  of  colors. 
jor-Qeneral  D.  8.  Stanley,  commanding  Fomth 
eorpt,  was  severely  wounded  at  FranUin  while 
ee^ced  in  rallying  a  portion  of  his  command, 
whi<£  had  been  temporarily  overpowered  by 
an  overwhdming  attack  of  me  enemy.  At  the 
tine  of  the  battle  the  enemy's  loss  was  known 
to  be  severe,  and  was  estimated  at  five  thou- 
aind.  Hie  exact  figures  were  onhr  obtained, 
however,  on  the  reoccupation  of  franklin  by 
our  forces,  after  the  battles  of  December  fifteen 
aod  lizteen,  at  Brentwood  Hills,  near  Nashville, 
and  are  given  as  follows :  Buried  upon  the  field, 
oDe  fiiouBaiid  seven  hundred  and  fifty ;  disabled 
and  placed  in  hospital  at  Franklin,  three  thou- 
B»d  ^ht  hundred,  which,  with  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  two  prisoners  already  reported,  makes 
*^^gregate  loss  to  Hood's  army  of  six  thou- 
iaad  two  hundred  and  fifhr-two^  among  whom 
vere  six  general  officers  killed,  six  pounded, 
ttd  one  Mptored.  The  important  results  of 
^  i^Bal  victory  cannot  be  too  highly  appre- 
ciaied,  for  it  not  (mly  seriously  checked  the 


enemy's  advance,  and  gave  General  Schofield 
time  to  remove  lus  troops  and  all  his  property 
to  Nashville,  but  it  also  caused  deep  depression 
among  the  men  of  Hood's  army,  making  them 
doubly  cautious  in  their  subsequent  move- 
ments. 

Not  wining  to  risk  a  renewal  of  the  battle  on 
the  mcnrow,  and  having  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject of  the  day's  operations-^naraely,  to  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  his  trains — Greneral  Schofield, 
by  my  advice  arid  direction,  fell  back  during  the 
night  to  Nashville,  in  fiont  of  which  city  line  of 
batde  was  formed  by  noon  of  the  first  Decem- 
ber, on  the  heights  immediately  surrounding 
Nashville,  with  Major-Gkneral  A.  J.  Smith's 
oommand  occupying  the  right,  his  right  resting 
on  the  CumberUnd  river,  below  the  city ;  the 
Fourth  corps  (Brigadier-General  Wood  tempo- 
rarily in  command)  in  the  centre ;  and  General 
Schofield's  troops  (Twentr-third  Army  Corps)  on 
the  left,  his  left  extending  on  the  Nolensville 

Sike.  The  cavalry  under  General  Wilson  was 
irected  to  take  post  on  the  left  of  General 
Schofield,  which  would  make  secure  the  inter- 
val between  his  left  and  the  river  above  the 
city. 

General  Steedman's  troops  reached  Nashville 
about  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  first  of  De- 
cember, taking  up  a  position  about  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  the  &ft  centre  of  the  main  line,  and  on 
the  left  of  the  NolensviUe  pike.  This  position 
being  regarded  as  too  much  exposed,  was 
changed  on  the  third,  when,  the  cavalry  having 
been  directed  to  take  post  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river  at  Edgefield,  General  Steedman  occu- 
pied the  space  on  the  left  of  the  line  vacated 
by  its  withdrawal 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  second,  the  ene- 
m3r'8  cavahry  in  small  parlies  engaged  our  skir- 
mishers, but  it  was  only  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  that  his  infantiy  made  its  appearance, 
when,  crowding  in  our  skirmishers,  he  com- 
menced to  estamish  his  main  line,  which,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth,  we  found  he  had  suo- 
ceeded  in  doing,  with  his  salient  on  the  summit 
of  Montgomery  Hill,  within  six  hundred  yards 
of  our  centre,  his  main  line  occupying  the  high 
ground  on  the  south-east  side  of  Brown's  creek, 
and  extending  from  the  Nolensville  pike — ^his 
extreme  right — across  the  Franklin  and  Granny 
White  pikes  in  a  westerlv  direction,  to  the  hills 
south  and  south-west  of  Richland  creek,  and 
down  that  creek  to  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  with 
cavalry  extending  from  both  his  flanks  to  the 
river.  Artillery  was  opened  on  him  from  sev- 
eral points  on  &e  line,  without  eliciting  any  re- 
sponse. 

The  block-house  at  the  railroad  crossing  of 
Overall's  creek,  five  miles  north  of  Murfrees- 
boro',  was  attacked  bv  Bate's  division  of  Cheat- 
ham's corps,  on  the  fourth,  but  held  out  until 
assistance  reached  it  from  the  garrison  at  Mur- 
freesboro*.  The  enemy  used  artillery  to  reduce 
the  block-house,  but  although  seventy-four  shots 
were  fired  at  it,  no  material  injury  was  done. 
General  Mihroy  coming  up  with  three  raiments 
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position,  at  one  p.  h.,  which  was  most  gallanUy 
executed  by  the  Third  brigade,  Second  division, 
Colonel  P.  Sidney  Post,  Fiftj-ninth  Dlinots,  com- 
manding, capturing  a  considerable  number  of 
prisoners.  Connecting  with  the  left  of  Smith's 
troops  (Brigadier-General  Garrard's  division), 
the  Fourth  corps  continued  to  advance,  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  entire  line  in  its  front  bv  as- 
sault, void  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery, 
about  five  hundred  prisoners,  some  stands  of 
colors,  and  other  material  The  enemy  was 
driven  out  of  his  original  line  of  works  and 
forced  back  to  a  new  position  along  the  base. of 
Harpeth  Hills,  stiU  holding  his  line  of  retreat  to 
Franklin  by  the  main  pike  through  Brentwood 
and  bv  the  Granny  White  pike.  Our  line  at 
nighttall  was  readjusted,  running  parallel  to  and 
east  of  the  HiJlsboro'  pike— Scnofield's  com- 
mand on  the  right,  Smith's  in  the  centre,  and 
Wood's  on  the  left,  with  the  cavalry  on  the  right 
of  Schofield,  Steedman  holding  the  position  he 
had  gained  early  in  the  morning. 

The  total  result  of  the  day's  operations  was 
the  capture  of  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  and 
twelve  hundred  prisoners,  besides  several  hun- 
dred stands  of  small-arms  and  about  forty  wag- 
ons. The  enemy  had  been  forced  back  at  idl 
points  with  heavy  loss,  and  our  casualties  were 
unusually  light.  The  behavior  of  the  troops 
was  unsurpassed  for  steadiness  and  alacrity  in 
every  movement,  and  the  original  plan  of  battle, 
with  but  few  alterations,  strictiy  adhered  to. 

The  whole  command  bivouacked  in  line  of 
battle  during  the  night,  on  the  ground  occupied 
at  dark,  whue  preparations  were  made  to  renew 
the  battle  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morrow. 

At  six  A.  K.  on  the  sixteentii  Wood's  corps 
pressed  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers  across 
tiie  Franklin  pike  to  the  eastward  of  i£,  and 
then  swinging  slightly  to  the  right  advanced 
due  south  from  Nashville,  driving  the  enemy 
before  him,  until  he  came  upon  his  new  main 
line  of  works,  constructed  during  the  night  on. 
what  is  called  Overton's  Hill,  about  five  miles 
south  of  the  city  and  east  of  the  Franklin  pike. 
General  Steedman  moved  out  from  Nashville  by 
the  Nolensville  pike,  and  formed  his  command 
on  the  left  of  General  Wood,  effectually  secur- 
ing the  latter's  left  flank,  and  made  preparations 
to  cooperate  in  the  operations  of  tiie  day.  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith's  command  moved  on  the  right 
of  the  Fourth  corps  (Wood's)  and  establishing 
connection  with  General  Wood's  right,  com- 
pleted the  new  line  of  battle.  General  Scho- 
field's  troops  remained  in  the  position  tUcen  up 
by  them  at  dark  on  the  day  previous,  facing 
eastward  and  toward  the  enemy's  left  flar^  the 
line  of  the  corps  running  perpendicular  to  Gen- 
eral ^nith's  troops.  General  Wilson's  cavalry, 
which  had  rested  for  the  night  at  the  six-mile 
post  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  was  dismounted 
and  formed  on  the  right  of  Schofield's  com- 
mand, and  by  noon  of  the  sixteenth  had  suc- 
ceed^ in  gaining  the  enemy's  rear,  and  stretched 
across  the  Gianny  White  pike,  one  of  his  t^o 
outiets  towanl  Franklin. 


As  soon  as  the  above  disporitions  were  com- 
pleted, and  having  visitedTihe  different  com- 
mands, I  gave  cUrections  that  the  movement 
against  the  enenpiy'B  l^ft  flank  should  be  ooatin- 
ued.  Our  entire  line  approached  to  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  stall  pointi.  His 
centre  was  weak  as  compared  witn  either  his 
right,  at  Overton's  HilLw  his  left,  on  the  hiOs 
borderinff  the  Granny  White  pike ;  stilll  had 
hopes  of  gaining  his  rear  and  cutting  off  his 
retreat  from  Franklin. 

About  three  p.  m.,  Post* s  brigade  of  Wood's 
corps,  supported  by  Streight's  brigade  of  the 
same  command,  was  ordered  b^  G^ieral  Wood 
to  assault  Overton's  Hill.  This  intention  was 
communicated  to  Greneral  Steedman,  who  ordered 
the  brigade  of  colored  troops  commanded  br 
Colonel  Morgan  (Fourteenth  United  Stiiee  col- 
ored troops)  to  cooperate  in  the  movement 
The  ground  on  which  the  two  assaultiDg  fx^ 
umns  formed  being  open  and  exposed  to  tbe 
enemy's  view,  he,  readily  perceiviii  our  inten- 
tion, drew  reinforcements  from  his  left  and  co- 
tre  to  the  threatened  point  This  movement  d 
troops  on  the  part  of  the  enei^y  was  communi- 
cated along  tiie  line  from  left  to  right 

The  assault  was  made,  and  received  by  tiie 
enemy  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  grape,  canis- 
ter, and  musketry,  our  men  moving  stesdfly 
onward  up  the  hill  until  near  tiie  crest,  when 
the  reserves  of  the  enemy  rose  and  poured  into 
the  assaulting  column  a  most  destructive  fire, 
causing  the  men  first  to  waver  and  then  toM 
back,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded— black 
and  white  indiscriminately  mingled — lying  amid 
the  abattis,  the  gallant  Colonel  Post  among  the 
wounded.  General  Wood  readily  reformed  his 
command  in  the  position  it  1^  previooslT 
occupied,  preparatory  to  a  renewal  of  the 
■assault 

Immediatelv  following  the  effort  of  the  Fonrth 
corps.  Generals  Smith  and  Schofield's  oonmunds 
moved  against  the  enemy's  works  in  their 
respective  fronts,  carrying  all  before  them,iiTep- 
arably  breaking  his  lines  in  a  dozen  plaoes, 
and  capturing  all  of  his  artillery  and  thousands 
of  prisoners,  among  the  latter  four  general  offi- 
cers. Our  loss  was  remarkably  small,  scaroelj 
mentionable.  All  of  the  enemy  that  did  escape 
were  pursued  over  the  tops  of  Brentwood  or 
Harpeth's  Hills. 

General  Wilson's  cavahry,  dismounted,  at- 
tacked the  enemy  simultaneously  with  Sdiofield 
and  Smith,  striking  him  in  reverse,  and,  gaining 
firm  possession  of  the  Granny  White  pike,  cat 
off  his  retreat  by  that  route. 

Wood's  and  Steedman's  troops,  hearing  the 
shouts  of  victory  coming  from  the  right,  rushed 
impetuously  forward,  renevnng  the  assault  on 
Overton's  Hill,  and  although  meeting  a  very 
heavy  fire,  the  onset  was  irresistible,  artillery 
and  iimumerable  prisoners  faUinr  into  onr 
hands.  The  enemy,  hopelessly  broken,  fled  in 
confusion  through  the  Brentwood  pass,  the 
Fourth  corps  in  a  dose  pursuit,  whidi  was 
continued  for  several   miles,  when  darkness 
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inSk  fbcne  diTisions  wOl  mo^e  on  and  support 
Gaoen]  Smith's  right,  assisting  as  Cur  as  possi- 
ik  in  cuTTinff  ttie  left  of  the  enemy's  position, 
ad  be  in  readiness  to  tiirow  his  force  upon  the 
conj  ^e  moment  a  favorable  opportnnity  oc- 
cm.  Major^^eral  Wilson  will  ^so  send  one 
diriiion  on  tiie  Charlotte  pike,  to  clear  that  road 
•f  the  enemy  and  observe,  in  the  direction  of 
BelTi  Landing,  to  protect  onr  right  rear  until  the 
•M^s  position  is  Akirly  torrod,  when  it  will 
njoiD  the  main  force, 

"BrigadierXSeneral  T.  J.  Wood,  commandfaig 
FMrth  Army  Corps,  after  leaving  a  strong  skir- 
mkh  Ihie  in  his  works  from  Lanrens  Hill  to  his 
extrame  r^ht,  will  form  Ae  remainder  of  the 
Ibvth  eorpe  on  die  HiOsboro*  pike,  to  support 
faeral  Smitfa's  left,  and  operato  on  th»  left  and 
IMT  of  the  enemy's  advanced  position  on  die 
MBBtefomoT  HilL 

*  lujor-Qeneral  Schofield,  command ing  Twen- 
1|Mbird  Ann  V  Corps,  will  replace  Brigadler-Cton- 
IM  JUsBbafi  s  division  of  the  Fonrth  corps  with 
I  ISi  troops,  and  occupy  the  trenches  f^om  Fort 
Vigfey  to  Laurens  ffill  with  a  strong  skirmish 
Im,  He  win  move  with  the  remainder  of  his 
I  fa«e  in  front  of  the  works,  and  cooperate  with 
•nral  Wood,  protecting  the  latter's  left  flank 
^(MBSt  an  attack  by  the  enemy. 

*lirioi43eDera]  Steedman,  commanding  Dis- 
MbI  of  the  Etowah,  will  ocoopy  tiie  interior  line 
.  fcfear  of  his  present  position,  stretching  from 
itt  Reservoir  on  the  Qunberhmd  river  to  Fort 
I  K^gfey,  ivHh  a  strong  rtarmish  line,  and  mass 
fcreBanider  of  his  force  in  its  present  posi- 
iiM,  to  act  according  to  the  exigencies  which 
'Wt^  arise  daring  these  operations. 
I  ^  *  Brigadier-General  Miller,  widi  the  troops 
!  ftBBBg  tiie  nrrison  of  NaSnville,  will  occupy 
••  interior  me  from  the  battel^  on  hill  two 
:  kndred  and  ten  to  the  extreme  n^ht,  including 
ifcantlustd  work  on  the  Hyde's  Ferry  road. 
i  *1he  Ooartermaster's  troops,  under  command 
l^fJrigadier-General  Donaldson,  will,  if  neces- 
|f^f,  be  posted  on  the  interior  line  from  Fort 
I  IfatUm  to  die  battery  on  hill  two  hundred  and 

"Tbe  troops  ooeupyinff  the  interior  line  will 
i%s«Bder  tfae  direetion  of  Maior^neral  Steed- 
1MB,who  is  charged  with  the  immediate  de- 
jftM  of  Nndivffle  during  the  operations  around 
jAseit^. 

I    *ShoBld  the  weather  -permit,  the  troops  will 
tslKBed  to  commence  operadons  at  six  ▲.  m. 

te  fifteenth,  or  as  soon  th^realter  as  prac- 


On  the  momii^  of  llie  fifteenth  December,  the 
^IMiihar  being  Ikvorable,  the  army  was  formed 
iiimBdy  at  an  early  hour  to  carry  out  the  plan 
•f  hatHe  promulgated  in  the  special  field  order 
iif  Ihs  fuuitaeutk.  The  formation  of  the  troops 
nispartially  concealed  fixmi  the  enemy  bv  the 
ItMin  nature  of  the  ground,  as  eleo  by  a  dense 
li|;«hieli  only  Ufled  toward  noon.  The  enemy 
^■iippaiwilly  totally  unaware  of  any  intention 
■  am  part  to  attain  his  position,  and  moro 
'  ~    did  he  seem  not  to  expect  any  move- 


ment i^nst  his  left  flank.  To  divert  his  atten- 
tion stiu  further  from  our  real  intentions,  Major- 
General  Steedman  had,  on  the  eveniog  of  the 
fourteenth,  received  orders  to  make  a  heavy 
demonstration  with  his  command  against  the 
enemy's  right,  east  of  the  Nolensville  pike. 
which  lie  aocompKshed  with  g^reat  success,  and 
some  loss,  succeeding,  however,  in  attracting 
the  enemy's  attention  to  that  part  of  bis  line, 
and  inducing  him  to  draw  roiniorcements  from 
toward  his  centro  and  left  As  soon  as  General 
Steedman  had  completed  his  movement,  the 
commands  of  Generals  Smith  and  Wilson  moved 
out  along  the  Harding  pike,  and  commenced  the 
grand  movement  of  the  day  by  wheeling  to  the 
left  and  advaacinff  against  the  enemy's  position 
across  the  Harding  and  Hillsboro'  pikes.  A 
division  of  cavalry  (Johnson's)  was  sent  at  the 
same  time  to  look  after  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
on  the  Cumberland  river,  at  Bell's  Landing,  eiffht 
nules  below  Nashville.  General  Johnson  did 
not  get  into  position  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  comunction  with  the  gunboats  under 
Lieutenant  (jommander  IjC  Roy  ritoh,  the  ene- 
my's battery  was  engaged  until  after  nightfall, 
and  the  place  was  fouml  evacuated  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  remainder  of  General  Wilson's  com- 
mand, Hatch's  division  leading  and  Enipe  in  re- 
serve, moving  on  the  right  of  General  A.  J. 
Smith's  troops,  first  struck  the  enemy  along 
Ridiland  creek,  near  Harding's  house,  and  drove 
him  back/apidly,  capturing  a  number  of  prison- 
ers, wagons,  etc.,  and  continuing  to  aavance, 
while  slightly  swinging  to  the  left,  came  upon  a 
redoubt  containing  tour  guns,  which  was  splen- 
didly carried  by  assault,  at  one  p.  v.,  by  a  por- 
tion of  Hatch's  division,  dismounted,  and  the 
captured  guns  turned  upon  the  enemy.  A  sec- 
ond redoubt,  stronger  than  the  first,  was  next 
assailed  ana  carried  by  the  same  troops  that 
captured  the  first  position,  taking  four  moro 
euns  and  about  three  hundred  prisoners.  The 
mfantv — ^McArthur's  division  of  General  A.  J. 
Smith  s  command — on  ^e  left  of  the  cavalry, 
participated  in  both  of  tiie  above  assaults ;  and, 
mdeed,the  dismounted  cavalry  seemed  to  vie 
with  tiie  infantry  who  should  first  gain  the 
works.  As  thev  reached  the  position  nearly 
simultaneously,  both  lay  claim  to  the  artillery 
and  prisoners  capturod. 

Finding  General  Smith  had  not  taken  as  much 
distance  to  the  right  as  I  expected  he  would 
have  done,  I  directed  General  Schofield  to  move 
his  command  (the  Twenty-third  corps)  from  the 
position  in  reserve  to  which  it  had  been  as- 
signed, over  to  the  right  of  General  Smith,  en- 
aming  the  cavalry  theroby  to  operate  more  free- 
ly in  the  enemy*s  rear.  Tliis  was  rapidly 
aocomplidied  by  General  Sdiofield,  and  his 
troops  participated  in  the  dosing  operations  of 
the  day. 

The  Fourth  corps,  Brigadier-General  T.  J. 
Wood  commanding,  formed  on  the  left  of  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith's  command,  and  as  soon  as  the 
latter  had  strudc  the  enemy's  flank,  assaulted 
the  Montgomery  Hill,  Hood's  most  advanced 
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Smith's  troops  were  enabled  to  cross.  Hie 
weather  had  chaneed  from  dismal  rain  to  bitter 
cold,  very  materially  retarding  the  work  in  lay- 
ing tiie  bridge,  as  the  regiment  of  colored  troops, 
to  whom  the  duty  was  entrusted,  seemed  un- 
manned by  the  cold  and  totally  aneqnal  ta  tiie 
pccasion.  On  the  completion  of  me  bridge 
at  Rntherford's  creek,  sufficient  material  for  a 
bridee  over  Duck  river  was  hastily  pushed  for- 
ward to  that  point,  and  the  bridge  constructed 
in  time  enough  to  enable  Wood  to  cross  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-second,  and  get 
into  position  on  the  Pulaski  road,  about  two 
miles  south  of  Columbia.  The  water  in  the 
river  fell  rapidly  during  the  construction  of  the 
bridge,  necessitating  frequent  alterations  and 
causing  much  delay.  The  enemy  in  his  hasty 
retreat  had  thrown  into  the  stream  several  fine 
pieces  of  artillery  which  were  rapidly  becoming 
uncovered  and  were  subsequently  removed. 

NotwithHtanding  (he  many  delays  to  which 
the  command  had  been  subjected,  I  determined 
to  continue  the  pursuit  of  Hood's  shattered 
forces,  and  for  this  purpose  decided  to  use 
General  Wilson's  cavalry  and  Oeneral  Wood's 
corps  of  infantry,  directing  the  infantry  to  move 
on  the  pike  while  the  cavalry  marched  on  its 
either  flank  across  the  fields ;  the  remainder  of 
the  command.  Smith's  and  Schofield's  corps,  to 
move  along  more  leisurely,  and  to  be  used  as 
the  occasion  demanded. 

Forrest  and  his  cavalry,  and  such  other  de- 
tachments as  had  been  sent  off  from  his  main 
army  while  besiegii^  Nashville,  had  rejoined 
Hood  at  Columbia,  fie  had  formed  a  powerful 
rear  guard,  made  up  of  detachments  firom  all  his 
araanized  tone^  numbering  about  four  thousand 
infantry  under  General  Walthall,  and  all  his 
available  cavahry  under  Forrest  With  the  ex- 
ception of  his  rear  guard,  his  army  had  become 
a  disheartened  and  disorganized  rabble  of  half- 
armed  and  barefooted  men,  who  sought  every 
opportunity  to  fall  out  by  the  wayside  and 
desert  their  cause,  to  put  an  end  to  their  Buffer- 
ings. The  rear  guard,  however,  was  undaunted 
and  firm,  and  did  its  work  bravely  to  the  last 

During  the  twenty-third  General  Wilson  was 
occupied  crossing  his  command  over  Duck 
river,  but  took  the  advance  on  the  twenty- 
fourth,  supporied  bpr  General  Wood,  and  came 
up  with  the  enemy  just  south  of  Lynnvilie,  and 
also  at  Buford's  station,  at  both  of  which  places 
the  enennr  made  a  short  stand,  but  was  speedily 
dislodged,  widi  a  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  Our  advance  was  so  rapid  as  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  the  bridges  over  Rich- 
land creek.  Christmas  morning,  the  twenty- 
fifth,  the  enemy,  with  our  caval^  at  his  heels, 
evacuated  Pulaski  and  was  pursued  toward 
Lamb's  Ferry,  over  an  almost  impracticable 
road,  and  through  a  country  devoid  of  suste- 
nance for  man  or  beast  Dnrmg  the  afternoon 
Harrison's  brigade  found  the  enemy  strongly 
intrenched  at  the  head  of  a  heavily-wooded  and 
deep  ravine,  through  which  ran  the  road,  and 
into  which  Uolonel  Hanrison  drove  the  enemy's 


skirmishers,  and  then  waited  for  flie  remainder 
of  the  cavalry  to  close  up  before  attsddng;  but 
before  this  could  be  acc<implished,  the  enemy, 
with  something  of  his  former  boldness,  ttllied 
from  his  breastworks  and  drove  back  Harrison's 
skirmishers,  capturing  and  carrying  off  one  gun 
belonging  to  battery  I,  Fourth  I^ted  States 
artUlery,  which  was  not  recovered  by  us,  not* 
withstanding  the  ground  lost  was  almost  imme- 
diately regained.  By  night&U  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  his  position,  with  a  loss  of  about 
fifty  prisoners.  The  cavalry  had  moved  so 
rapidly  as  to  out-distance  its  trains,'amd  both 
men  and  animals  were  suffering  greatly  in  con- 
sequence, although  they  contiiined  uncomplaiQ- 
ingly  to  pursue  the  enemy.  General  Wood's 
corps  kept  well  closed  up  on  the  cavalry,  camp- 
ing on  the  night  of  December  twenty-five  six 
mues  out  from  Pulaski,  on  the  Lamb's  Ferr? 
road,  and  pursuinj^  the  same  route  as  the  caval- 
ry, reached  Lexington,  Alabama,  thirty  mfles 
firom  Pulaski,  on  the  twenty-eighdi ;  on  whidi 
date,  having  definitelv  ascertained  that  lh» 
enemy  had  made  good  his  escape  across  the 
Tennessee  at  Bainbridge,  I  directed  fmtber 
pursuit  to  cease.  At  Pulaski  the  enemy's  bos* 
pital,  containing  about  two  hundred  patients 
feU  into  our  bands,  and  four  guns  were  found  in 
Riciiland  creek.  About  a  mile  south  of  the 
the  town  he  destroyed  twenty  wagons  loaded 
with  ammunition,  belonging  to  Cheatiiam'i 
corps,  taking  the  animals  oelong^ng  to  bis 
trains  to  help  pull  his  pontoons.  "The  road 
from  Pulaski  to  tf ainbrid^e,  and  indeed  back  to 
Nashville,  was  btrewn  with  abandoned  wagooa, 
limbers,  small  arms,  blankets,  kc^  showing  most 
conclusively  the  disorder  of  the  enemy's  re- 
treat 

During  the  foregoing  operations  with  the  ad- 
vance, Smith's  and  Schofield's  troops  were  is 
motion  toward  the  front,  General  Smith's  coai- 
maiid  reaching  Pulaski  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
while  General  Schofiekl  was  directed  to  remaia 
at  Columbia  for  the  time  being. 

On  our  arrival  at  Franklin,  on  the  eighteenth, 
I  gave  directions  to  General  Steedman  to  move 
with  his  command  across  the  country  frt>m  that 
point  to  Murfreesboro,  on  the  Chattanooga  rail- 
road, whence  he  was  to  proceed  by  rail  to 
Decatur,  Alabama,  via  Stev^ison,  being  joined 
at  Stevenson  by  Brigadier-General  ft  S. 
Granger,  and  the  troops  composing  the  garri- 
sons of  Huntsville,  Athmis,  and  Deoatur.  Tak- 
ing general  direction  of  the  whole  force,  his  in- 
structions were  to  reoccupy  the  points  in 
Northern  Alabama  evacuated  at  the  pmod  of 
Hood's  advance,  then  cross  the  Tennessee  witii 
the  balance  of  his  force  and  threaten  the 
enemy's  railroad  communications  west  o^ 
Florence. 

General  Steedman  reoccupied  Decatnr  on  tiie 
twenty-seventh,  and  proceeded  to  carry  out  the 
second  portion  of  liis  instructions;  findiHg,  how- 
ever, that  the  enemy  had  already  made  good  hii 
escape  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
any  movement  on  his  railroad  would  bs  1 


MCDKENTS. 


8T1 


Oq  aanoirociiig  the  remilt  of  the  battle  to 
Betr  Adminl  8.  P.  Lee,  commanding  the  Mia- 
nrippi  Bqoadron,  I  requested  him  to  Bend  as 
wofk  of  his  force  aa  he  coold  spare  around  to 
Fliveooe,  on  the  Tennessee  rirer,  and  endeavor 
to  preTeat  Hood's  army  irom  crossing  at  that 
pomt,  which  request  was  most  cordially  and 
pnupdy  complied  with.  He  arrived  at  Ohick- 
anw,  Mississippi,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  de- 
gtrojed  there  a  rebel  battery,  and  captured  two 
gins  with  caissons  at  Florence  Landing.  He 
also  aoSiounced  the  arrival  at  the  latter  pla^  of 
ssvtfil  transports  with  provisions. 

IiBBediateiy  mpon  learning  of  the  presence  at 
Quebsaw,  Mississippi,  of  the  gunboats  and 
transports  witii  provisions,  I  directed  Ghneral 
Smith  to  march  overland  from  Pulaeki  to  Glif- 
ton,  via  Lawrenceburg  and  Waynesboro,  and 
take  post  at  Esstport,  MississippL  General 
flnith  started  for  his  destination  on  the  twenty- 
ointh  of  December. 

Oo  tibe  tfaiztieth  of  December  I  annoinced  to 
fts  amy  the  suocessfnl  completion  of  the  cam- 
pajgu,  sad  gave  directions  for  the  dispositioo 
of  the  command,  as  follows:  Smith's  corpa  to 
lake  post  at  Eas^ort,  Mississippi;  Wood's 
eorps  to  bs  conoentrated  at  Hnntsville  and 
Iteis,  Alabama ;  Schofield's  corps  to  proceed 
to  JhiUm,  Georgia ;  and  Wilson's  cavalry,  after 
leodiiig  one  division  to  Eastport,  Mississippi, 
to  oonoentrate  the  balance  at  or  near  Hnntsville. 
Od  readiine  the  several  positions  assigned  to 
tbeiB,  the  Afferent  commands  were  to  go  into 
vinter  quarters  and  recuperate  for  the  spring 
eampaigB.  ^ 

The  above  not  meeting  the  views  of  the 
fieoenl-in-chief,  and  beiiw  notified  by  Major- 
C<Deral  HaUeck,  Chief  of  Staff,  United  States 
Annj,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the  Army  of 
"htmnee  to  go  into  winter  quarters,  orders 
lere  issued  on  the  thiriy-lirst  of  December  for 
Qeeoais  Schofield,  Smith,  and  Wilson,  to  oon- 
oatrate  tiieir  commands  at  Bastport,  Mississip- 
pi, aid  that  of  General  Wood  at  Hnntsville, 
Atahami,  preparatory  to  a  renewal  of  the  cam- 
against  the  enemy  in  Mississippi  and 
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Ditii^  the  active  operations  of  the  main 
ttBj  in  Middle  Tenness^,  Greneral  Stone- 
Baa's  ftirces  in  the  north-eastern  portion 
sf  Qm  State  were  also  very  actively  engaged 
ii  openting  against  Breckinridge,  Duke,  and 
Tsiglm.  Having  quietly  concentrated  the 
•WMnands  of  Generals  Burbridge  and  Gillem 
St  Bean's  station,  on  the  twelfth  of  Decem- 
ber General  Stoneman  started  for  Bristol,  his 
airsnce,  imder  General  Gfllem,  striking  the 
tteoiy  under  Duke  at  Kinesport,  on  the  north 
fork  of  the  Holston  river,  kiUing,  capturing,  or 
iii|msiin^  the  whole  command.  General  Stone- 
Mn  then  seat  General  Burbridge  to  Bristol, 
vhere  he  came  upon  the  enemy  under  Vaughn, 
uA  Akmiabed  with  him  until  the  remainder  of 
^  troops— GiUem's  oolomn— came  up,  when 
tetridge  was  pushed  on  to  Abingdon,  with  in- 
itradaoos  to  seiid  a  fc^ce  to  cut  the  railroad  at 
•one  point  between  Salt vOle  and  Wytheyille,  in 


order  to  prevent  feinforcements  coming  from 
Lvnchbnre  to  the  salt-woriu.  GiUem  also  reach- 
ed Abingdon  on  the  fifteenth,  the  enemy  under 
Vaughn  following  on  a  road  running  parallel 
to  the  one  4ised  by  our  forces^  Having  aecided 
merely  to  make  a  demonstration  agaiost  the 
salt-works,  and  to  push  on  with  the  main  force 
after  Vaughn,  General  Gillem  struck  the  ene- 
my at  Marion  early  on  the  sixteenth,  and  after 
completely  routing  him,  pursued  him  to  Wythe- 
viUe,  Virginia,  capturing  all  his  artillery  and 
trains,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  pris- 
oners. Wytheville,  with  its  stores  and  sup- 
plies, was  destroyed,  as  also  the  extensive  lead- 
works  near  the  town  and  the  railroad  bridges 
over  Beady  creek.  General  Stoneman  then 
turned  his  attention  toward  Saltville,  with  its 
important  salt-works.  The  garrison  of  that 
place,  reinforced  by  Giltner's,  Gosby's,  and 
Witcher's  commands,  and  the  remnants  of 
Duke's,  all  under  command  of  Breckinridge  in 
person,  followed  our  troops  as  they  moved  on 
Wytheville,  and  on  returning,  General  Stone- 
man met  them  at  Marion,  where  he  made  prep- 
arations to  give  Breckinridge  battle,  ana  dis- 
posed his  command  so  as  to  effectually  assault 
the  enemy  in  the  morning,  but  Breckinridge  re- 
treated during  the  night,  and  was  pursued  a 
short  distance  into  North  Carolina,  our  troops 
capturing  some  of  his  wagons  and  caissons. 

General  Stoneman  then  moved  on  Saltville 
with  his  entire  command,  capturingr  at  that 
place  eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large 
amounl  of  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  two  loco- 
motives, and  quite  a  number  of  horses  and 
mules.  The  extensive  salt-works  were  de- 
stroyed by  breaking  the  kettles,  filling  the  wells 
with  rubbish,  and  burning  the  buihfings.  His 
work  accomplished,  General  Stoneman  returned 
to  Knoxville,  accompanied  by  General  Gillem's 
command,  General  Burbridffe's  proceeding  to 
Kentucky  by  way  of  Cumberland  gap.  The 
country  marched  over  was  laid  waste,  to  pre- 
vent its  being  used  again  by  the  enemy ;  all 
mills,  factories,  bridges,  kc*,  being  destroyed. 
The  command  had  everything  to  contend  with, 
as  for  as  the  weatiier  and  roads  were  concerned, 
yet  the  troops  bore  up  cheerfully  throughout, 
and  made  each  twenty-four  hours  an  average 
march  of  forty-two  and  a  half  miles. 

The  pursuit  of  Hood's  retreating  army  was 
discontinued  by  n^  main  forces  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  December ;  on  reaching  the  Tennessee 
river,  however,  a  force  of  cavalry  numbering 
six  hundred  men,  made  up  from  detachmentn  of 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  Second  Michigan, 
Tenth,Twelfth,and  Thirteenth  Indiana  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  operating  with  Steedman's  column, 
started  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  the  direction 
of  Hood's  line  of  retreat  in  Mississippi.  The 
enemy's  cavalry,  under  Roddy,  was  met  at 
Leigbton,  with  whom  Colonel  Palmer  skirmished 
and  pressed  back  in  small  squads  toward  the 
mountains.  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  flood'a 
trains  passed  through  L^hton  on  the  twenfy- 
eighth    December,  and    moved    off    toward 
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ColumbtiB,  Missiflsippi.  Avoiding  the  enemy'd 
cavalry.  Colonel  Palmer  left  Leighton  on  the 
thirty-first  December,  moved  rapidly  via  La 
Grange  and  RoBsellville,  and  bv  tne  lk>ttou-gin 
road,  and  overtook  the  enemy  a  pontoon  train, 
consisting  of  two  hundred  wagons  and  seventy- 
eight  pontoon  boats,  when  ten  miles  out  from 
Russellville.  This  he  destroyed.  Having 
learned  of  a  large  simply  train  on  its  way  to 
Toscaloosa,' Colonel  Palmer  started  on  the  first 
of  January  toward  Aberdeen,  Mississippi,  with 
a  view  of  cutting  it  of^  and  succeeded  in  sur- 
prising it  about  ten  p.  m.  on  the  same  evening, 
jnst  over  the  line  in  MississippL  The  train 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  wagons  and 
five  hundred  mules,  the  former  of  which  were 
burned,  and  the  latter  sabred  or  shot  Re-, 
turning,  via  Tollgate,  Alabama,  and  on  the  old 
Military  and  Hacksburg  roads,  the  enemy  under 
Roddy,  Biffles,  and  Russel,  was  met  near  Rua- 
sellville  and  along  Bear  creek,  while  another 
force  under  Armstrong  was  reported  to  be  in 
pursuit  of  our  forces  Evading  the  force  in  his 
Iront  by  moving  off  to  the  right,  under  6over  of 
the  darkness,  Colonel  Palmer  pushed  for  Moul- 
ton,  coming  upon  Russel  when  within  twelve 
miles  of  Moulton  and  near  TbomhiU.  attacked 
him  nnezpectedly,  utterly  routing  him,  and  cap- 
turing some  prisoners,  besides  burning  five 
wagons.  The  command  then  proceeded  to  De- 
catur without  molestation,  and  reached  Ihat 
place  on  the  sixth  of  January,  after  a  march  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners  were  captured,  and  nearly  one 
thousand  stand  of  arms  destroyed.  Colonel 
Palmer's  loss  was  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 
Greneral  Hood,  while  investing  Nashville,  had 
sent  into  l^eutucky  a  force  of  cavalry  number- 
ing about  eight  hundred  men,  and  two  guns, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Greneral  Lyon, 
wilh  instructions  to  operate  against  our  rail- 
road oonmiunications  with  Louisville.  Mo- 
Cook's  division  of  cavalry  was  detached  on 
the  fourteenth  December,  and  sent  to  Bowl- 
ing Green  and  Franklin,  to  protect  the  road. 
Alter  capturing  Hopkinsville,  Lyon  was  met 
by  Lagrange's  brigade  near  Greensburg,  and 
after  a  sharp  fight,  was  thrown  into  confu- 
sion, losing  one  gun.  some  prisoners  and  wagons ; 
the  enemy  succeeaed,  however,  by  making  a 
wide  detour,  via  Elizabethtown  and  Glasgow,  in 
reaching  the  Cumberland  river,  and  crossing  at 
BurkviUe,  from  where  General  Lyon  proceeded, 
via  McMinnville  and  Winchester,  Tennessee,  to 
lArkinsville,  Alabama,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad,  and  attacked  the  little  gar- 
rison at  Scottsboro'  on  the  tenth  of  January. 
Lyon  was  here  again  repulsed,  and  his  command 
scattered,  our  troops  pursuing  him  toward  the 
Tennessee  river,  which,  however,  he,  with  about 
two  hundred  of  his  men  and  his  remaining 
piece  of  artUlery,  succeeded  in  crossing.  The 
rest  of  hia  command  scattered  in  squads  among 
the  n^ountains.  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  com- 
manding Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavahy,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  crossed  the  river 
at  Paint  Rock  and  pursued  Lyon  to  near  Red 


Hill,  on  the  road  fr«>m  Warrentown  to  Tusca- 
loosa, at  which  place  he  surprised  his  cunp 
during  the  night  of  ^e  fourteenth  Janouy, 
capturira;  Lyon  himself^  his  one  niece  of  artfl- 
lery,  and  about  one  hundred  of  his  men,  wilii 
their  horses.  Lyon  being  in  bed  at  the  ^e  of 
his  capture,  asked  his  guard  to  permit  him  to 
dress  himself,  which  waa  aoceded  to,  when, 
watdiing  his  opportunity,  Lyon  seized  a  pistol, 
shot  the  sentinel  dead  upon  the  spot,  sod  es- 
caped in  the  darkness.  This  was  me  only  cat* 
ualty  during  the  expedition. 

To  Colonel  Palmer  and  his  command  is  ao- 
corded  the  credit  of  giving  Hood's  army  the 
last  blow  of  the  campaign,  at  a  distance  of  oyer 
two  hundred  miles  from  where  we  first  strock 
the  enemy  on  the  fifteenth  Decembv,  near 
Nashville. 

To  all  my  sub-conunanders  (Major-Generik 
Schofield,  Stanley,  Rousseau,  Steedman,  Smith, 
and  Wilson,  and  Brigadier-General  T.J.  Wood), 
their  officers  and  men,  I  give  expression  of  my 
thanks  and  gratitude  for  their  generous  aetf- 
sacrifice  and  manly  endurance,  under  the  moat 
trying  circumstances  and  in  all  instances.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  an  army 
which,  hastily  tnade  up  from  the  firagmenta  d 
three  separate  commands,  can  successfully  con- 
tend against  a  force  numerically  greater  &a& 
itself,  and  of  more  thoroughly  sohd  organin- 
tion,  inflicting  on  it  a  most  (crushing  d^eat— 
almost  an  annihilation. 

Receiving  instructions  unexpectedly  from 
General  Sherman  in  September  to  repair  to 
Tennessee,  and  assume  general  control  of  the 
defenses  of  our  line  of  conmiunioation  in  the 
rear  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  an- 
ticipating a  separation  from  my  immediate  com- 
mand, the  greater  number  of  my  staff  ofi&oen 
were  left  behind  at  Atlanta,  and  did  not  have  an 
opportunilv  to  join  me,  after  General  Sherman 
determinea  on  making  his  march  through 
Georgia,  before  the  communications  were  cut 
I  had  with  me  Brigadier-General  W.  D.  Whip- 

Sle,  my  Chief  of  Staff;  Sur^^eon  G.  E.  Cooptf, 
[edical  Director;  Captams  Henry  StoDC, 
Henry  M.  Cist,  and  Robert  H.  Ramsay,  Assist- 
ant Adjutants-General;  Captain  Henry  Benian, 
Acting  Chief  Commissary;  Captains  John  F. 
Willard  and  S.  C.  KeUogg,  Aids-de-Oamp ;  sod 
Lieutenant  M.  Kelly,  Chief  of  Couriers ;  all  of 
whom  rendered  important  service  during  the 
battles  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  aixi 
during  the  pursuit  I  cordially  commend  theii 
services  to  favorable  consideration. 

There  were  captured  from  the  enemy  during 
the  various  actions  of  which  the  foregoing  re- 
port treats,  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  prisoners  of  war,  including  seven 
general  officers  and  nearly  one  thousand  o&er 
officers  of  all  grades,  seventh-two  pieces  of 
serviceable  artillery,  and  —  battle-flags,  d^ 
ring  the  same  period  over  two  thousand  de- 
serters from  the  enemy  were  received,  to 
whom  the  oath  was  administered.  Our  ova 
losses  will  not  exceed  ten  thousand  in  kilbd, 
;  wounded,  and  missing. 
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I  hire  ti)6  honor  to  transmit  herewith  ft  con- 
•olidAted  return  i>f  casoalties,  the  report  of 
Golooe]  J.  G.  F^lhnrst,  Proyoet-Marshtd  Gkne- 
nl^tiid  that  of  Oaptain  A.  Mordecai,  Chief  of 
Ordnance.  That  of  Surgeon  G.  £.  Cooper, 
Medical  Director,  wiD  be  forwarded  as  soon  aa 
he  IB  enabled  to  complete  it 
V017  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gborob  H.  Thomas, 

Mi^-Qeniral  U.  &  A.  OommiAdliis. 

Colonel  R.  M.   Bawtbl 
iirirtut  AdJuUDt^JenenU,  IliUtary  Dirlalon,  lOntelppl, 

Onoi  FfeoTonr-MianALGarHUL,) 

Dtfjmnrr  OP  TO  CuMHRLAXD,  V 

VAmvniMf  TmnBOB,  Febrovy  4, 186ft.    j 


Ewoff  €f  Priaonen  cf  War  oapiured  from 
September  7, 1864,  up  I0  the  2m  of  January, 
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Baori  cf  Sebd  Deserters  received  at  NashviUe, 
Tennessee^  from  September  7,  1864,  up  to  (he 
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lte»»ff»  qf  IfEir  «i5cAftn^cd  during  the  morUh 
<fSepiember,  1864. 

r-i2iiQlsflt^fned  officers , , .      128 

Hfw^cv/mmbisioned  officers ,,.,       225 

hi^Um ,,..       079 

totil 1^332 

{Ec|mvaJent  to  2,&i5  priTates.) 
igpre-rAt^  of  prisoners  of  war  captured 
P     fruj  Si^ptujibtr  7,  1864^   to  Januarj 
10^1866,(uidQaiye) 13^89 


Report  of  Rebel  Deserters  received  outside  of 
ydshvile  office  from  September  7,  1864,  to 
January  20, 1865. 


Din  or  BaovDos. 

OmoBt. 

iKuarwD 
Mem. 

From  September  7  to  September  80. . . 

From  October  1  to  October  81 

From  November  1  to  Novembtf  80 

2 

76 

146 

80 

14 

From  Jadomt  1  to  JaauarySL 

18 

668 

TotaL 

20 

878 

Orand  total. . 


Aggregate  of  rebel  deserters  to  whom 
the  oath  has  been  administered  from 
September    7,  1864,  to   January  20, 

1865 2,207 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Pabkhubst, 

Ookmel  and  P.  M.  G. 

OvncB  Gmv  or  Osdvaitoi,  ) 

DBPAcnoarr  CniisieBLAirD.  V 

NiflRTHUi,  TmraMB,  Febmarj  6, 1866.    j 

Gbnxral:  In  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions of  tlie  20th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  ordnance  mate- 
rial captured  from  the  enemy  by  the  army  under 
your  command,  between  the  first  October,  1864, 
and  the  twentieth  January,  1865,  all  of  which 
material  has  been  received  by  the  Ordnance 
Department : 

Forty-two  light  12-pounder  guns,  rebel  model 

Seven  light  12-pounder  guns,  United  States 
modeL 

Seven  light  12-pounder  howitzers,  United 
States  model 

Three  3-inch  rifles,  rebel  model. 

Two  10-pounder  Parrotts,  calibre  2.9  inch, 
United  States  model 

One  34nch  wrought4ron  rifle,  United  States 
model 

Two  6-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  United 
States  model 

Fifty-nine  field  carriages  and  limbers  com- 
plete. 

Two  fidd  carriages  and  limbers  without 
wheels. 

Two  field  carriages,  no  limbers. 

Sixteen  field-caissons  and  limbers. 

Four  field  caissons,  no  limbers. 

Three  thousand  seventy-nine  infantry  small 
arms  of  different  models,  no  bayonets. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-two  bayonets  of 
different  models. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  eight  car- 
tridge boxes,  infantry. 

Two  hundred  and  tlurty-eight  cartridge- 
box  plates. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  cartridge-box 
belts. 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  cartridge-box' 
belt-plates. 
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One  hundred  and  Beventy-eight  waist  belts. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  waist-belt  plates. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  bayonet  scabbards. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-four  cap  pouches. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  gun  sungs. 

Of  the  above : 

Two  12-ponnder  guns,  carriages  and  limbers, 
were  captured  by  Major-Generai  Milroy  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  Tennessee,  December,  1864/ 

One  12-pounder*  howitzer,  carriage  and  lim- 
ber, was  captured  by  Colonel  Palmer  from  the 
command  of  the  rebel  General  Lyon,  near 
^untsviUe,  Alabama. 

Two  6-poimder  smooth-bore  guns,  carriages 
and  limbers,  were  captured  by  Ms^r-Qeneral 
Steedman,  near  Decatur,  Alabama. 

Three  12-pounder  guns,  carriages,  and  lim- 
bers; one  10-pounder  Parrott  nfle  and  car- 
riage; one  34nch  wrought  iron  rifle  and  car- 
riage. United  States,  were  captured  at  Colum- 
bia, Tennessee. 

All  the  remaining  artillery  and  carriages,  and 
all  the  small  arms  and  accoutrements  were  cap- 
tured before  Nashville,  on  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth December,  1864. 

llie  larger  number  of  ammunition  chests 
captured  were  filled  with  ammunition  in  good 
condition,  and  six  wagons  loaded  with  similar 
ammunition  were  captured  before  this  place. 

1  am  informed  that  there  are,  in  addition  to 
what  are  reported  above,  four  guns  and  car- 
riages now  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and  three  or 
four  guns  in  the  Duck  river  at  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, all  captured  from  tiie  enemy  or  aban- 
doned by  him  in  his  retreat  to  the  Tennessee 
river. 

Very  res^tfuUv, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.   MORDICAI, 
Capk  Ord.,  Cklef  Ord.  Dep^l,  Oamb«rtM4 
Migor-General  G.  H.  Thomas,  U.  &  A., 
Ownmaitrtlng  D«pttrtin«&l  aimb«rl«Bd, 
SMtport,  MiwlMippL 


Doa44. 
CAMPAIGN  OF'THB  OABOLINAa 

GENERAL  SHERMAN'S  REPORT. 

"~'^1 " rTH-imr  ii If—m.l 

QoiMKHK),  N.  a,  April  4, 18M.        J 

GxNBRAL :  I  must  now  endeavor  to  group  the 
events  of  the  past  three  months,  connected  with 
the  armies  under  my  command,  in  order  that 

Ci  may  have  as  dear  an  understanding  of  the 
campaign  as  the  case  admits  of.  The  re* 
ports  of  the  subordinate  commaoders  will  ena- 
ble you  to  fill  up  the  picture. 
.  1  have  heretofore  explained  how,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  our  arms,  I  was  enabled  to  leave  in  the 
West  an  army  under  Major^Geqeral  (George  H. 
Thomas  of  sufficient  strength  to  meet  em^^en* 
cies  in  that  quarter,  while  m  person  I  conducted 
another  army,  composed  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fif- 
tsenth,  Seventee&tJi,  and  Twentieth  corps,  and 


Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry,  to  the  Adtntic 
slope,  aiming  to  approach  the  grand  theater  of 
war  in  Virginia  by  the  time  the  sesson  would 
admit  of  military  operations  in  that  latitude. 
The  first  lodgement  on  the  coast  was  nude  tt 
Savannah,  strongly  fortified  and  armed,  and  vtl- 
uable  to  us  as  a  good  searport,  with  its  navigable 
stream  inland.  Near  a  month  was  consomed 
there  in  refitting  the  army,  and  in  making  the 
proper  disposition  of  captured  property,  and 
other  local  matters,  but  by  the  fifteenth  of  Jaoo- 
9iy  I  was  all  ready  to  resume  the  march.  Pre- 
liminary to  this  General  Howard,  commanding 
the  right  wing,  was  ordered  to  embark  his  com- 
mand at  Thutiderbolt,  transport  it  to  Beaufort, 
South  Carolina,  and  thence  by  the  fifterath  of 
January  make  a  lodgement  on  the  CimrlestoQ 
railroad,  at  or  near  Pocotaligo.  This  wss  accom- 
plished pimctually,  at  little  eost,  by  the  Seven- 
teenth corps,  Major-General  Biair,  and  a  depot 
for  supplies  was  established  near  the  mouth  of 
Pocotaligg  creek,  with  easy  water  communica- 
tioii  back  to  Hilton  Head. 

The  left  wing,  Major-General  Sloctun,  and  the 
cavalry,  Migor-General  Kilpatrick,  were  ordered 
to  rendezvous  about  the  same  time  near  Rob^ts- 
vi}le  and  Coosawhatchie,  South  Carolina,  with  a 
depot  of  supplies  at  Pureysbnrg,  or  Sister's 
Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  river.  General  Slocom 
had  a  good  pontoon  bridge  constructed  oppo- 
site the  city,  and  the  "  Union  Causeway"  leadhie 
through  the  low  rioe  fields  opposite  Savaonu 
was  repaired  and  "  corduroyed,"  but  before  the 
time  appointed  to  start,  the  heavy  rains  of  Jann- 
ary  had  swelled  the  river,  broken  the  poetooa 
bridge,  and  overflowed  the  whole  "  bottom,"  so 
that  the  causeway  was  four  feet  under  water, 
and  General  Sloctun  was  compelled  to  look 
higher  up  for  a  passage  over  i&e  Savannah 
river.  He  moved  up  to  Sister's  Ferry,  but  even 
there  the  river  with  its  overflowed  bottonb*  was 
near  three  miles  wide,  and  he  did  not  succeed 
in  getting  his  whole  wing  across  until  daring 
the  first  week  of  February. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Grant  had  sent  ow 
Grover's  division  of  tiie  Nineteenth  corps  to 
garrison  Savaniiah,  and  had  drawn  the  Twenty* 
third  corps,  Major-General  Schofield,  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  sent  it  to  reinforoe  the  commands  of 
Major-Generals  Terry  and  Palmer,  operati^  oa 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  to  prepare  tiie  way 
for  ray  oomine. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  January  I  transferred 
the  forts  and  city  of  Savannah  to  M^jor-General 
Foster,  conmumding  the  Department  dT  die 
South,  imparted  to  him  my  plans  of  <q[>eiatioi«, 
and  instructed  him  how  to  follow  my  move- 
ments inland,  by  occupying  in  succession  the 
city  of  Charlestoii  and  such  other  points  along 
the  sea-coast  as  woidd  be  of  any  military  value 
to  us.  The  combined  naval  and  land  forces 
under  Admiral  Porter  and  General  Terry  had,  en 
the  fifteenth  of  January,  captured  Fort  Fidier 
and  the  rebel  forts  at  the  mouth  of  O^m  Fear 
river,  giving  me  an  additional  point  of  security 
on  the  searcoast    But  I  had  already  resdved  in 
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B7  own  mind,  and  had  so  advis^  General 
Ofiot,  that  I  would  undertake  at  one  stride  to 
to  nake  Goldsboro,  and  open  communication 
with  the  tea  by  the  Newbem  raihroad,  and  had 
ordered  Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  Superintendent 
ofllilitarj  Railroads,  to  proceed  in  adwance  to 
Newbern,  and  to  be  prepared  to  extend  the 
nOroid  oot  firom  Newbem  to  Goldsboro  by  the 
fifteenth  of  March. 

Ob  tiie  nineteenth  of  January  all  prepara- 
tkrni  were  complete  and  the  orders  or  march 
fifH).  My  Chief  Qoartennaster  and  Commis- 
■zjT,  Oenorals  Easton  and  Beckwith,  were  or- 
deied  to  complete  the  supplies  at  Sisters'  Ferry 
tod  Pocotaligo,  and  then  to  foDow  our  move- 
neot  eoastwise,  lookine  for  my  arrival  at  Golds- 
boro, North  Gmlina,  about  the  fifteenth  March, 
lod  opening  communication  with  me  from 
Morehead  City. 

Od  the  twenty-second  of  January  I  embarked 
tt  StTinnah  for  Hilton  Head,  where  I  l^eld  a  oon- 
fmoe  with  Admiral  Dahkren,  United  States 
NiTT,  tnd  Major-Genera]  Foster,  commanding 
the  Department  of  the  South,  and  next  day  pro- 
ceeded to  Beaufort,  riding  out  thence  on  the 
twenty-lbiirth  to  Pocotaligo,  where  the  Seven- 
teenth corps,  Major-GenenQ  Blair, was  encamped. 
The  Ffieenth  corps  was  somewhat  scattered — 
Wood'iand  Hasen's  divisions  at  Beaufort,  John 
E.  Snith  marching  from  Savannah  by  the  coast 
md,  ind  Corse  suU  at  Savannah,  cut  off  by  the 
itomn  and  freshet  in  the  river.  On  the  twenty- 
iifth  a  demonstration  vras  made  against  the  Com- 
hahee  ferry  and  railroad  bridge  across  the  Sal- 
kehttdiie,  merely  to  amuse  the  enemy,  who  had 
tridenfly  adopted  that  river  as  his  defensive 
hneigaintt  our  supposed  d^fieHM,  the  city  of 
Cbrleston.  I  reconnoitered  the  Une  in  person, 
ttd  nw  that  tiie  heavy  rains  had  swollen  the 
nrer  to  that  water  stood  in  the  swamps,  for  a 
Wtidth  of  more  than  a  mile,  at  a  depth  of  from 
fw  to  twenty  feet  Not  having  the  remotest 
atotioQ  of  approaching  Charleston,  a  compara- 
tj^imall  force  was  able,  by  seeming  prepara- 
t»o  to  cross  over,  to  keep  in  tiieir  fipont  a  con- 
•Maibte  force  of  the  enemy  disposed  to  con- 
tat  ov  advance  on  Charleston.  On  the  twen- 
^^eoth  I  rode  to  the  camp  of  General  Hatch's 
«^«ion  of  Foster's  command,  on  the  Tullafdi- 
*^nd  Goosawhatchie  rivers,  and  directed 
"WO  places  to  be  evacuated,  as  no  longer  of 
■7  *M  to  OIL  That  division  was  then  moved 
te  PocotsHgo  to  keep  up  the  femts  afaready 
bepui,  nDtu  we  should  with  the  nght  wing 
^OTO  higher  up  and  cross  the  SalSehatchie 
«wrt  RiTers*  or  6roxton*s  bridge. 

Oa  the  twenty-ninth  I  learned  that  the  roads 
Mof  Sarannah  had  at  last  become  suflBciently 
■w  of  the  fiood  to  admit  of  General  Slocom 
J^g  Im  wing  in  motion,  and  that  he  was  at 
2^y  ipproadimg  Sisters'  ferry,  whither  a  gun- 
w^ttie  Pontiac,  Captain  Luce,  kindly  furnished 
vf  Admiral  Dahlgren,  had  preceded  hi*  to 
^  die  crossine.  In  the  meanthne  three  di- 
^noM  of  the  Fifteenth  corps  had  dosed  up  at 
^^^cotdiio,  and  tiie  right  wing  had  loaded  iti 


wagons  and  was  ready  to  start.  I  therefore  di* 
rected  Ghsneral  Howjird  to  move  one  corps,  thu 
Seventeenth,  aloiig  the  Salkehatchie,  as  high  up 
as  Rivers'  bridge,  and  the  other,  the  Fifteenth, 
by  Hickory  hiU,  Loper's  cross-roads,  Anglesey 
post-office,  and  Beaufort's  bridge.  Hatch's  di- 
vision was  ordered  to  remain  at  Pocotaligo, 
feigning  at  the  Salkehatchie  railroad  bridge  and 
ferry,  until  our  movement  turned  the  enemy's 
position,  and  forced  him  to  fall  behind  the 
£disto. 

The  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  corps  drew 
out  of  camp  on  the  thir^-firat  of  January,  but 
the  real  march  began  on  the  first  of  February. 
All  the  roads  northward  had,  for  weeks,  been 
held  by  Wheeler's  cavalry,  who  had  by  details 
of  negro  laborers,  felled  trees,  burned  bridges, 
and  made  obstructious  to  impede  our  march. 
But  so  well  organized  were  our  pioneer  battal- 
ions, and  so  strong  and  intelligent  our  men,  that 
obstructions  seemed  only  to  quicken  their  prog- 
ress. Felled  trees  were  removed,  and  bridges 
rebuilt  by  the  heads  of  colamns  before  the  rear 
oonld  dose  up.  On  the  second  of  February  the 
Fifteenth  corps  reached  Leper's  cross-roads, 
and  the  Seventeenth  was  at  Rivers'  bridge. 
From  Loper's  cross-roads  I  commimicated  with 
General  Slocum,  still  struggling  with  the  floods 
of  the  Savannah  river  at  oisters'  ferry.  He  had 
two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  corps.  General 
Williams,  on  the  east  bank,  and  was  enabled  to 
cross  over  on  his  pontoons  the  cavab-y  of  Kil- 
patrick.  General  Williams  was  ordered  to 
Beaufort's  bridge^  by  way  of  Lawtonville  and 
Allandale,  Kilpatrick  to  BlackviUe  via  Barnwell, 
and  C^eral  Slocum  to  hurry  the  crossing  at 
Sisters'  ferry  as  much  as  possible,  and  overtake 
the  right  wing  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad. 
General  Howard,  with  the  ri^ht  wing,  was  di- 
rected to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  and  push  rapid* 
ly  for  the  South  C^ut>lina  railroad,  at  or  near 
Midway.  The  enemy  held  the  line  of  the  Salke- 
hatchie in  force,  having  infantry  and  artillery 
intrenched  at  Rivers'  and  Beaufort's  bridges. 
The  Seventeenth  corps  was  ordered  to  carry 
Rivers'  bridge,  and  the  Fifteenth  corps  Bean- 
fort's  bridge.  The  former  position  was  carried 
promptly  and  skilfully  by  Mower's  and  Giles  A 
omith's  divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  corps,  on 
the  third  of  February,  by  crossing  the  swamp, 
nearly  three  miles  wide,  with  water  varying 
from  knee  to  shoulder-deep.  The  weather  was 
bitter  cold,  and  Generals  Mower  and  Smith  led 
their  divisions  in  person,  on  foot,  waded  the 
swamp,  made  a  lodgement  below  the  bridge, 
and  turned  on  the  rebel  brigade  which  guarded 
it,  driving  it  in  confusion  and  disorder  toward 
BranchviBe^  Our  casualties  were  one  officer 
and  seventeen  men  killed,  and  seventy  men 
wounded,  who  were  sent  to  Pocotalig^.  The 
line  of  the  Salkehatchie  being  thus  broken,  tha 
enemy  retreated  at  once  behind  the  Edisto  at 
BranchviUe,  and  the  whole  arm^  was  pushed 
rapidly  to  ihe  South  Oarolica  railroad  at  Mid- 
way, Bamberg  (or  Lowry's  station),  and  Gr»* 
ham's  station.     The   Seventeenth    corps,   by 
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Itireatening  Branchville,  foroei  the  enemy  to 
barn  the  railroad  bridge,  and  Walker's  bridge 
below,  across  the  Edisto.  AU  han-ls  were  at  onoc 
set  to  work  to  destroy  railroad  track.  From 
the  seventh  to  the  tenth  of  February  this  work 
was  thoroughly  prosecuted  by  the  Seventeenth 
corps  from  the  Edisto  up  to  Bamberg,  and  by 
the  Fifteenth  corps  from  Bambenc  up  to  Black- 
ville.  In  the  meantime  General  Kilpatrick  had 
brought  his  cavalry .  rapidly  by  Barnwell  to 
Blackville,  and  had  turned  toward  Aiken,  with 
orders  to  threaten  Augusta,  but  not  to  be  drawn 
needlessly  into  a.  serious  battle.  This  he  skil- 
fully accomplished,  skirmishing  heavily  with 
Wheeler's  cavalry,  first  at  Black ville  and.  after- 
ward at  Williston  and  Aiken.  Qeneral  Wil- 
liams, with  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  corps, 
marched  to  the  South  Oiu'oUna  railroad  at 
Graham  Station  on  the  eighth,  and  Creneral 
Slocnm  reached  Blackville  on  the  tenth.  The 
destruction  of  the  railroad  was  continued  by 
the  left  wing  from  Blackville  up  to  Windsor. 
By  the  eleventh  of  February  all  the  armv  was 
on  the  railroad  from  Midway  to  Johnson^  sta- 
tion, thereby  dividing  the  enemy's  forces, 
which  still  renoained  at  Branchville  and  Charles- 
ton on  the  one  hand,  Aiken  and  Augusta  on  the 
other. 

We  then  began  the  movement  on  Orange- 
burg. The  Seventeenth  corps  crossed  the 
souQi  fork  of  Edisto  river  at  Binnaker's  bridge 
and  moved  straight  for  Orangeburg,  while  the 
Fifteenth  corps  cros^d  at  Hounan's  bridge  and 
moved  to  Poplar  Springs  in  support  The  left 
wing  and  cavah^  were  still  at  work  on  the 
railroad,  with  orders  to  cross  the  South  Edisto 
at  New  and  Guignard's  bridges,  move  to  the 
Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road,  and  there 
await  the  result  of  the  attack  on  Orangeburg. 
On  the  twelfth  the  Seventeenth  corps  found  tibe 
enemy  intrenched  in  front  of  the  Orangeburg 
bridge,  but  swept  him  away  by  a  da£,  and 
followed  him,  forcing  him  across  the  bridge, 
which  was  partially  burned.  Behind  tiie' 
bridge  was  a  battery  in  position,  covered  by  a 
cotton  and  earth  parapet,  with  wings  as  far 'as 
could  be  seen.  General  Blair  held  one  division 
(Giles  A.  Smith's),  close  up  to  Edisto,  and 
moved  the  other  two  to  a  point  about  two  miles 
below,  where  he  crossed  Foroe's  division  by  a 
pontoon  bridge,  holding  Mower's  in  support. 
As  soon  as  Force  emerged  from  the  swamp  ^e 
enemy  gave  ground,  and  Giles  Smith's  division 
gained  the  bridge,  crossed  over,  and  occupied 
the  enemy's  parapet  He  soon  repaired  the 
bridge,  and  by  four  p.  m.  the  whole  corps  was 
in  Chran^eburg  and  had  b^gun  the  work  of 
destruction  on  the  railroad,  alair  was  ordered 
to  destroy  this  railroad  ^eotually  up  to  Lewis- 
ville,  and  to  push  the  enemy  across  the  Con- 
garee  and  force  him  to  bum  the  bridges,  which 
he  did  on  the  fourteenth ;  and  without  wasting 
time  or  labor  on .  Branchville  or  Charleston, 
which  I  knew  the  enemy  could  no  loiiger  hold, 
I  turned  all  the  column's  strength  on  Columbia. 

The  Seventeenth  corps  followed  the  State 


road,  and  the  Fifteenth  crosned  the  North 
Edisto  from  Poplar  Springs  at  Schilling's  bridg<», 
above  the  mouth  of  •*Oawcaw  Swamp"  creek, 
and  took  a  country  road  which  came  into  the 
State  road  at  Zetgler's.  .On  the  fifteen^,  the 
Fifteendi  corps  found  the  enemy  in  a  strong 
position  at  Little  Congaree  bridge  (across  Con- 
garee  creek),  with  a  Ute^ie-poni  on  the  south 
side,  and  a  well-constructed  fort  on  the  north 
side,  commanding  the  bridge  with  artillery. 
The  ground  in  front  was  very  bad,  level  and 
clear,  with  a  fr-esh  deposit  of  mud  from  a  recent 
overflow.  (General  Charles  R  Woods,  who 
commanded  the  leading  division,  sucoaeded, 
however  in  turning  the  flank  of  the  Ute-derptmS 
by  sending  Stone's  brigade  through  a  cypress 
swamp  to  the  left ;  and  following  up  the  retreat- 
ing enemy  promptly,  he  got  possession  of  the 
bridge  and  the  fort  beyond.  The  bridge  had 
been  partially  damaged  by  fire,  and  had  to  be 
repaired  for  the  passage  of  artillery,  so  that 
night  closed  in  before  tne  head  of  the  column 
could  reach  the  bridge  across  Congaree  river  in 
front  of  Columbia.  That  night  the  enemy 
shelled  our  camps  from  a  battery  on  tlie  east 
side  of  the  Congaree  above  Granby.  Earl/ 
next  morning  (February  sixteen)  the  head  of  col- 
imm  reached  the  bank  of  the  Congaree,  opposite 
Columbia,  but  too  late  to  save  the  fine  bridge 
which  spanned  the  river  at  that  point  It  was 
bnmcMi  by  the  enemy.  While  waiting  for 
the  pontoons  to  come  to  the  front  we  conld  see 
people  running  about  the  streets  of  Columbia, 
and  oocasionafly  small  bodies  of  cavalry,  but  no 
masses.  A  single  gun  of  Captain  De  Grass'  bat- 
tery was  firing  at  their  cavalry  squads,  bat  I 
checked  his  ming,  limiting  him  to  a  few  shots 
at  the  unfinished  State  House  walls,  and  a  few 
shells  at  the  railway  depot,  to  scatter  the  people 
who  were  seen  carrying  away  sacks  of  com  and 
meal  Ihat  we  needed.  There  was  no  white  flag 
0^  manifestation  of  surrender.  ■  I  directed  Gtin- 
eral  Howard  not  to  cross  directly  in  front  of 
Columbia,  but  to  cross  the  Saluda  at  the  Fac- 
tory, three  miles  above,  and  afterward  .Broad 
river,  so  as  to  approach  Columbia  from  the' 
north.  Within  an  hour  of  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Howard's  head  of  column  at  the  river  op- 
posite Columbia,  the  head  of  column  of  the  Idft 
wing  also  appeared,  and  I  directed  General 
Slocum  to  cross  the  oaluda  at  Zion  church,  and 
thence  to  take  roads  direct  for  Wionsbaro, 
breaking  up  en  route  the  railroads  and  bridges 
about  ilBton. 

General  Howard  effected  a  crossing  of  ^ 
Saluda,  near  the  Factory,  on  the  sixteenth,  skir- 
mishing with  cavalry,  and  the  same  night  made 
a  flying  bridge  across  Broad  river,  about  diree 
miles  above  Columbia,  by  which  he  crossed 
over  Stone's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division.  Fit 
teenth  corps.  Under  cover  of  this  brigad^a 
pontoon  bridge  was  laid  on  the  morning  of  tne 
se^nteenth*  I  was  in  person  at  this  bridgiL 
and  at  eleven  ▲.]!.  learned  that  the  Mayor  oc 
Columbia  had  come  out  in  a  carriage,  and  mads 
a  formal  surrender  of  the  city  to  Colonel  Stone, 
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Tiuity-fifth  Iowa  infBuiitry,  commandiDg  third 
Inigade,  First  division,  Fifteenth  corps.  About 
fbd  SUM  time  a  small  party  of  the  Seventeenth 
corps  had  crossed  the  Gongaree  in  a  skiff,  and 
eelersd  Colombia  firom  a  point  immediately 
west  In  snticipation  of  the  oc^opation  of  the 
atv,  I  had  made  written  orders  to  General  How- 
ard touching  the  conduct  of  the  troops.  These 
wsre  to  destroy,  absolutely,  all  arsenals  and  pub- 
lic property  not  needed  for  our  own  use,  as  well 
as  an  railroads,  depots,  and  machinery  useful  in 
w  to  an  enemy,  but  to  spare  all  dwellings,  col- 
leges, schools,  asylums,  and  harmless  private 
PTGoerty.  I  was  the  first  to  cross  the  pontoon 
bridge,  and  in  company  with  General  Howard 
rode  into  the  citjr.  The  day  was  clear,  but  a 
perfect  tempest  of  wind  was  raging.  The  brig- 
ade of  Colonel  Stone  was  already  in  the  city,  and 
was  properly  posted.  Citizens  and  soldiers 
wore  on  the  streets,  and  general  good  order  pre- 
nifed.  General  Wade  Hampton,  who  com- 
naoded  the  Confederate  rear-guard  of  cavalry, 
bad,  in  anticipation  of  our  capture  of  Columbia, 
ordered  that  all  cotton,  public  and  private, 
iboald  be  moved  into  the  streets  and  nred,  to 
prevent  our  making  use  of  it  Bales  were  piled 
everywhere,  the  rope  and  bagging  cut,  and  tufts 
of  cotton  were  blown  about  in  the  wind,  lodged 
ia  the  trees  and  against  houses,  so  as  to  resem- 
ble a  snow  storm.  Some  of  these  piles  of  cot- 
ton were  burning,  especially  one  in  the  very 
b«irt  of  the  cibr,  near  the  Court-house,  but  the 
Ire  was  partially  subdued  by  the  labor  of  our 
soUiers.  During  the  day  the  Fifteenth  corps 
passed  through  Columbia  and  out  on  the  C9am- 
denroad.  The  Seventeenth  did  not  enter  the 
town  at  all;  and,  as  I  have  before  stated,  the 
left  wing  and  cavalry  did  not  come  within  two 
■lies  of  the  town. 

bv  order,  the  smolclering  fires,  set  by  ^unpton^s 
ord^,  were  rekindled  oy  the  wind,  and  oom- 
■micated  to  the  buildings  around.  About  dark 
Ifaev  began  to  spread,  and  got  be^oni  the  con- 
trol of  the  bngade  on  duty  within  the  city. 
The  whole  of  Wood's  division  was  brought  in, 
M  it  was  found  impossible  to  check  the  names, 
which,  by  midnight,  had  become  unmanage- 
able, and  raged  untU  about  four  ▲.  m.,  when 
the  wnid  siubeiding,  they  were  got  under  oon- 
M.  I  was  up  nearly  all  night,  and  jsaw  Gen- 
•ab  Howard,  Logan,  Woods,  and  others,  la- 
boring to  save  houses  and  protect  fEunilies 
tbss  suddenly  deprived  of  shelter,  and  of  bed- 
&gand  wearingapparel.  I  disclaim  on  the  part 
flf  Bj  army  any  agency  in  this  fire,  but  on  the 
eootrary,  claim  that  we  saved  what  of  Columbia 
naains  ODConsumed.  And  without  hesitation, 
leharze  General  Wade  Hampton  with  having 
bvaed  his  own  city  of  Columbia,  not  with  a  ma- 

i  intent,  or  as  the  manifestations  of  a  sUly 
stoicism,"  but  from  folly  and  want  of 

,  in  fflling  it  with  lint,  cotton,  and  tinder. 
C^flffioers  and  men  on  du^  worked  well  to  ex- 
fi^niah  the  flames ;  but  oUiers  not  on  duty,  in- 
miBg  the  officers  who  had'  long  been  im« 


prisoned  there,  rescued  bv  us,  may  have  assist- 
ed in  spreading  the  fire  after  it  had  once  begun, 
and  may  have  indulged  in  unconc^ed  joy  to 
see  the  min  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolina. 
Dmring  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth,  the 
arsenal,  railroad  depots,  machine  shops,  foun- 
dries, and  other  buildings  were  properlv  de- 
stroyed by  detailed  working  parties,  and  the 
railroad  track  torn  up  and  destroyed  down  to 
Eingsville  and  the  Wateree  bridge,  and  up  in 
the  direction  of  Winnsboro. 

At  the  same  time  tlie  left  wing  and  cavalry 
had  crossed  the  Saluda  and  Broad  rivers,  break- 
ing up  the  railroad  about  Alston,  and  as  high 
up  as  the  bridge  across  Broad  river  on  the 
Spartanburg  road,  the  main  body  moving 
straight  for  Winnsboro,  which  General  Slocnm 
reached  on  the  twen^-first  of  February.  He 
caused  the  railroad  to  be  destroyed  up  to  Black- 
stakes  depot,  and  then  turned  to  Rocky  Mount, 
on  tlie  Catawba  river.  The  Twentieth  corps 
reached  Rocky  Mount  on  the  twenty-second, 
laid  a  pontoon  bridge,  aud  crossed  over  during 
the  twenty-third.  KUpatrick's  cavahy  followed, 
and  crossed  over  in  a  terrible  rain  during  the 
night  of  the  twenty-third,  and  moved  up  to 
Ltmcaster,  with  orders  to  keep  up  the  delusion 
of  a  general  movement  on  Charlotte,  North  Car- 
olina, to  which  General  Beauregard  and  all  the 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  had  retreated  from  Colum- 
bia. I  was  also  aware  that  Cheatham's  corps, 
of  Hood's  old  army,  was  aiming  to  make  a  junc- 
tion with  Beauregard  at  Charlotte,  having  been 
cut  off  by  our  rapid  movement  on  Columbia  and 
Winnsboro.  From  the  twenty-third  to  the 
twenty-sixth  we  had  heavy  rains,  swelling  the 
rivers  and  making  the  roads  almost  impassable. 
The  Twentieth  corps  reached  Hanging  Rock  on 
liie  twenty-sixth,  and  waited  there  for  the  Four- 
teenth corps  to  get  across  the  Catawba.  The 
heavy  rains  had  so  swollen  the  river,  that  the 
pontoon  bridge  broke,  and  General  Davis  had 
very  hard  work  to  restore  it  and  get  his  command 
across.  At  last  he  suceeded,  and  the'  left  wing 
was  all  put  in  motion  for  Cheraw. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  right  wing  had  broken 
up  the  railr(MLd  to  Winnsboro,  and  thence  turned 
for  Peay's  ferry,  where  it  was  crossed  over  the 
O&tawba  before  the  heavy  rains  set  in,  the  Sev- 
enteenth corps  inoving  straight  on  Cheraw,  via 
Young's  bridge,  and  the  Fifteenth  corps  by 
Tiller^  and  Kelly's  bridges.  From  this  latter 
corps,  detachments  were  sent  into  Camden  to 
bum  the  bridge  over  the  Wateree,  with  the  rail- 
road depot,  stores,  &c,  A  small  force  of  mount- 
ed men  under  Oftptain  Duncan  was  also  de- 
spatched to  make  a  dash  and  interrupt  the  rail- 
road from  Charleston  to  Florence,  out  it  met 
Butler  s  division  of  cavabry,  and  after  a  sharp 
night  skirmish  on  Mount  £lon,  was  con»>elled 
to  return  unsucoessfdL  Much  bad  road  was 
encountered  at  Lynch's  creek,  which  delayed 
the  right  wing  about  the  same  length  of  time 
as  the  left  wing  had  been  at  the  Catawba. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  leading  division 
of  the  Twentieth  corps  entered  Chesterfield. 
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skirmishing  with  Batler's  division  of  cavahy, 
and  the  next  day  about  noon  the  Sevente«nUi 
corps  entered  Cheraw,  the  enemy  retreating 
across  the  Pedee  and  burning  the  bridge  at  that 
point.  At  Cheraw  we  found  much  ammunition 
and  many  guns,  which  had  been  brought  from 
Charleston  on  the  evacuation  of  that  city.  These 
were  destroyed,  as  also  the  raihroad  tresdes  and 
bridges  down  as  far  as  Darlington.  An  expedi- 
tion of  mounted  infantry  was  also  sent  down  to 
Florence,  but  it  encounted  both  cavahry  and  in- 
fantry and  returned,  having  only  broken  up  in 
part  the  branch  road  from  Florence  to  Cheraw. 

Without  unnecessary  delay,  the  columns  were 
a^in  put  in  motion,  directed  on  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  the  right  wing  crossing  the 
Pedee  at  Cheraw  and  the  left  wing  and  cav- 
ahry  at  Sneedsboro.  General  Kilpatrick  was 
ordered  to  keep  well  on  the  left  flank,  and  the 
Fourteenth  corps,  moving  by  Love's  bridge, 
was  ^iven  the  right  to  enter  and  occupy  Fay- 
etteville first  The  weather  continued  unfavor- 
able and  roads  bad,  but  the  Fourteenth  and 
8eventeeth  corps  reached  FayetteviUe  on 
eleventh  of  March,  skirmishing  with  Wade 
Hampton's  cavalry,  that  covered  the  rear 
of  Hardee's  retreating  army,  which,  as 
usual,  had  crossed  Capo  Fear  river,  burning  the 
bridge.  During  the  march  from  the  Pedee  Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick  had  kept  his  cavalry  well  on  the 
left  and  exposed  flank  During  the  night  of  the 
ninth  of  March  his  three  brigades  were  divided 
to  picket  the  roads.  General  Hampton,  detect- 
ing this,  dashed  in  at  daylight,  and  gained  pos- 
session of  the  camp  of  Colonel  Spencer's  brigade, 
and  thd  house  in  whieh  Generu  Kilpatrick  and 
Colonel  Spencer  had  their  quarters.  The  sur- 
prise was  complete,  but  General  Kilpatrick 
quickly  succeeded  in  rallying  his  men,  on  foot, 
in  a  s^'amp  near  by,  and  by  a  prompt  attack, 
well  followed  up,  reined  his  artillery,  horses, 
camp,  and  eveiythmg  save  some  nrisoners, 
whom  the  enemy  carried  o£f,  leaving  ueir  dead 
on  the  gronnd. 

The  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  were 
^tftsed  at  FayetteviUe,  deetroving  abroiutely  the 
United  States  arsenal  and  the  vast  amount  of 
machinery  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
old  Harper's  Ferry  United  States  arsenal  Every 
building  was  knocked  down  and  burned,  and 
every  piece  of  machinery  utterly  broken  up  and 
ruined,  bv  the  First  regiment  Michigan  engi- 
neers, under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Col- 
onel 0.  M.  Poe,  Chief  Engineer.  Much  valuable 
property  of  great  use  to  an  enemy,  was  here 
destroyed,  or  oast  into  the  river. 

Up  to  this  period  I  had  perfectly  suoeeeded 
in  interposing  my  superior  army  between  the 
■cattered  parts  of  my  enemy.  But  I  was  then 
aware  that  the  fragments  that  had  left  Columbia 
under  Beauregard  had  been  reinforced  by  Cheat- 
ham's corps  from  the  West,  and  the  gairiton  of 
Augnsta,  and  that  ample  time  had  been  given 
to  move  them  to  mv,  front  and  flank  about  Ra- 
leigh. Hardee  had  also  succeeded  in  gettinfi; 
across  Gape  Fear  river  ahead  of  me,  and  oouid, 


therefore,  complete  the  junction  wiA  the  other 
armies  of  Johnston  and  Moke  in  North  Gtroliii& 
And  the  whole,  under  the  ooomiand  of  the  skil- 
ful and  experienced  Joe  Johnston,  made  im  an 
army  superior  to  me  in  cavalry,  and  fonnidahle 
enough  m  artilleipr  and  infitntry  to  justify  me  in 
extreme  caution  m  making  the  last  step  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  mardi  I  bad  undertaken. 
Previous  to  reaching  Fayetteville  I  had  de- 
spatched to  Wilmington,  fromLaurel  Hill  church, 
two  of  our  best  scouts  with  intelligence  of  our 
position  and  my  general  plans.  Eioth  of  these 
messengers  reached  Wilmington,  and  on  the 
morning  of  die  twelfth  of  March  the  army  tpg 
Davidson,  Captain  Ainsworth,  reached  Fayette- 
ville  from  Wilmington,  bringing  me  full  intelli- 
gence of  events  m)m  the  outer  world.  On  tiia 
same  day  this  tug  carried  back  to  General  Terrj, 
at  Wilminffton,  and  General  Schofield,  at  Kev- 
bem,  my  despatches  to  the  effect  that  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  fifteenth,  we  would  move  for  Gold^ 
boro,  feigning  on  Raleigh,  and  ordering  tiiem 
to  march  straight  for  Goldsboro,  which  I  ex- 
pected to  reach  about  the  twentieth.  The  mma 
day  the  gunboat  Eolus,  Captain  Toung,  Unitad 
States  Navy,  also  reached  Fayetteville,  and 
through  her  I  continued  to  have  comraunicatioo 
with  Wilmington  until  the  di^  of  our  actual  de- 
parture. While  the  work  of  deatmotion  w«j 
going  on  at  Fayetteville  two  pontoon  bridges 
were  laid  across  Cs^  Fear  river,  one  opposite, 
the  town,,  the  other  three  miles  below.  | 

(General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to  move  op 
the  plank  road  to  and  beyond  Averjrsbonv 
He  was  to  be  followed  by  four  diyisions  of 
the  lefr  wing,  with  as  few  wagons  as  possiUe; 
the  rest  of  the  train,  under  escort  of  tiie  two  re- 
maining divisions  of  that  wing,  to  take  a  shorter 
aiM  more  direct  road  to  Goldsboro.  In  Iflsi 
manner  General  Howard  was  ordei:ed  to  send 
his  trains,  under  good  escort,  well  to  the  rkfa^ 
toward  Fiaison's  depot  and  Goldsboro,  and  ts 
bold  four  divisions  light,  ready  to  go  to  the  aid 
of  the  left  wing  if  attacked  while  in  motion 
The  weather  continued  very  bad,  and  die  rosdl 
had  become  mere  ouagmires.  Ahnoat  every  foo4 
of  it  had  to  be  corduroyed,  to  admit  tiie  puMg 
of  wheels.  Still  time  was  so  important  wm 
punctually,  according  to  order,  tae  odkam 
moved  out  from  Cape  Fear  river  on  Wednea* 
day,  the  .fifteenth  of  March.  I  aooompaniel 
General  Slocum,  who,  preceded  by  Kilp^'  ' 
cavalry,  moved  up  the  river  or  plank-road 
day  to  Kyle's  landing,  Kilpatrick  akiraiii 
heavily  with  th^  enemy's  rear  guard,  ah 
three  miles  beyond,  near  Taylor's  Hole  credc 
General  Kilpatrick's  re^ueot,GenerBl  Sfecom 
forward  a  brtetde  of  infiuitry  to  bold  a  line 
barricades.  Next  morning  the  column  ad^ 
in  the  same  order,  and  developed  the 
with  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavaliy,  in  an  lii 
trenohed  position  in  front  of  the  point  whsrt 
the  road  branches  off  toward  GoldsbofOi 
through  BentonviQe.  On  an  inspeotimi  of  Ihl 
map  it  was  manifest  that  Hardee,  in  retreati^l 
from  Fayetteville,  had  halted  ia  the  nuroi^ 
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tmnxpf  nwk  between  Cape  Fear  and  South 
riren,  in  hopes  to  hold  me,  to  save  time  for  Uie 
eoDcoitntioii  of  JohoBton's  armies  at  some  point 
to  his  rear,  namely,  Raleigh,  Smithfield,  or 
Gokkboro.  Hardee's  force  was  estimated  at 
twentj  thousand  men.  It  was  necessary  to  dis- 
kd^  him,  that  we  might  have  the  use  of  the 
Gfl&boro  road,  as  also  to  keep  np  the  feint 
fifi  Raleigh  as  long  as  possible.  General  Slo- 
em  was  therefore  ordered  to  press  and  carry 
6e  poaitioD,  only  difficult  by  reason  of  the  na- 
iBre  of  the  ground,  which  was  so  soft  that 
ksneawopld  sink  everywhere,  and  even  men 
«nld  hardly  make  their  way  over  the  common 
pbe  barren. 

The  Twentieth  corps,  Greneral  Williams,  had 
fte  lead,  and  Ward*8  division  the  advance.  This 
via  deployed,  and  the  skirmish  line  developed 
ftepoaiti<m  of  a  brigade  of  Charleston  heavy 
\mkry,  armed  as  mfiantry  (Rhett's),  posted 
:  Knea  the  road,  behind  a  light  parapet,  with  a 
|Utteiyof  guns  enfilading  tne  approach  across 
;  a  deared  field.  Oeneral  Williams  sent  a  brig- 
ilia  (Case's),  by  a  circuit  to  his  left,  that 
ilmea  this  line,  and  by  a  quick  charge  broke 
lie  brigade,  which  rapidly  retreated  back  to 
iaiecoiid  line,  better  built  and  more  stronglv 
I  kit  Abatteiv  of  artillery  (Winniger's),  well 
|Med,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Major 
|lm)kl8,Chief  of  Artillery  of  Twentieth  corps, 
jil^ood  execution  on  the  retreating  brigade, 
mi  on  advancii^Ward*8  division  over  this 
^omkd,  General  Williams  captured  three  guns 
■Md  two  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners,  of 
^^offl  atzty-eight  were  wounded  and  left  in  a 
Voe  near  by,  with  a  rebel  officer,  four  men, 
M  l?e  days'  rations.  One  hundred  and  eight 
MkI  dead  Vere  buried  b v  us.  As  Ward's  di- 
advanced,  he  developed  a  second  and 
r  fine,  when  Jackson  s  division  was  de- 
forwtfd  on  the  right  of  Ward,  and  the 
diriaions  of  Jeff.  C.  Davis'  (Fourteenth) 
on  the  left,  well  toward  the  Cape  Fear. 
iint  aame  time  Kilpatrick,  who  was  acting  in 
loert  with  Oeneral  WilUams,  was  ordered 
'^iraw  ba<^  bis  cavahry  and  mass  it  on  the 
Be  rig^t,  and  in  concert  with  Jackson's 
to  feel  forward  for  the  €k>ldsboro  road. 
90t  a  brigade  on  the  road,  but  it  was  at> 
w  by  McLaws'  rebel  division  furiously, 
fiwagh  it  fought  weU  and  luird,  the  brig- 
drew  back  to  the  flank  of  the  infontry. 
whole  Ime  advanced  late  in  the  after- 
drove  &e  enemy  weU  within  his.  in- 
line, and  pressed  him  so  hard  that 
i  aotning  he  was  gone,  having  retreated  in 
luaeiable,  stormy  night  over  the  worst  of 
■*■  Ward's  division  of  infantry  followed  to 
tni|^  Averysboro,  developing  the  fact 
ihidee  had  retreated,  not  on  Raleigh  but 
L%ittMM.  I  had  ihe  night  before  directed 
to  cross  South  river  at  a  mill-dam  to 
,  and  move  m>  on  the  east  side  toward 
Oeneral  Slocum  reports  his  aggre- 
tlasB  in  this  aflfoir,  known  as  that  of  Ave- 
at  twelve  i^Boers  and  sixty-five  men 


killed,  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
wounded.  We  lost  no  prisoners.  The  enemy's 
loss  can  be  inferred  from  his  dead  (one  hun- 
dred and  eight),  left  for  us  to  bury.  Leaving 
Ward's  division  to  keep  up  a  show  of  pur- 
suit, Slocum's  column  was  turned  to  the  right, 
buUt  a  bridge  across  the  swoUen  South  river, 
and  took  the  Qoldsboro  road,  Kilpatrick  cross- 
ing to  the  north  in  the  direction  of  Elevation, 
with  orders  to  move  eastward,  watching  tiiat 
flank.  In  the  mean  time  the  wagon  trains  and 
guards,  as  also  Howard's  column,  were  wallow- 
ing along  the  miry  roads  toward  Bentonville  and 
Qoldsboro.  The  enemy's  infantry,  as  before 
stated,  had  retreated  on  Smithfield,  and  his  cav- 
ab-y  retreated  across  our  front  in  the  same  di- 
rection, burning  the  brid&;es  across  Mill  creek. 
I  continued  with  the  head  of  Slocum's  column, 
and  camped  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  with 
him  on  tue  €k)ld8boro  road,  twen^-seven  miles 
from  Qoldsboro,  about  five  miles  from  Benton- 
ville, and  where  the  road  from  Clinton  to  Smith- 
field  crosses  the  €k>ldsboro  road.  Howard  was 
at  Lee's  store,  only  two  miles  south,  and  both 
columns  had  pickets  three  miles  forward,  to 
where  the  two  roads  came  together  and  became 
common  to  Qoldsboro. 

All  the  signs  induced  me  to  believe  that  the 
enemy  would  make  no  further  opposition  to  our 
progress,  and  would  not  attempt  to  strike  us  in 
flank  while  in  motion.  I  therefore  directed  How- 
ard to  move  his  right  wing  by  the  new  Qolds- 
boro road,  which  goes  by  wav  of  Falling  creek 
church.  I  also  left  Slocum,  and  joined  Howard's 
column  with  a  view  to  open  communications 
with  Oeneral  Schofield,  coming  up  from  New- 
bem,  and  Ternr  from  Wilmington.  I  found 
Qeneral  Howard's  column  well  strung  out,  owing 
to  ^e  very  bad  roads,  and  did  not  overtake  him 
in  person  until  he  had  reached  Falling  creek 
church,  with  one  regiment  forward  to  the  cross- 
roads near  Cox's  bridge  across  the  Neuse.  I 
had  gone  from  Greneral  Slocum  about  six  miles 
when  I  heard  artillery  in  his  direction,  but  was 
soon  made  easy  bv  one  of  his  staff  officers 
overtaking  me.  explaining  that  his  leading  di- 
vision (Carlin'sj  had  encountered  a  division  of 
rebel  cavahry  (Dibbrell's),  which  he  was  driv- 
ing easily.  But  soon  other  staff  officers  came 
up,  reporting  that  he  had  developed  near  Ben- 
itonvilfe  the  whole  of  the  rebel  army  under  Gen- 
eral Johnston  himselt  I  sent  him  orders  to  call 
up  the  two  divisions  g^narding  his  wagon  trains, 
and  Hazen's  division  of  the  Fifteenth  corps, 
stiU  back  near  Lee's  store,  to  fight  defensively 
until  I  could  draw  up  Blair's  corps,  then  near 
Mount  Olive  station,  and  with  the  remaining 
three  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  oorps  come  up 
on  Johnston's  left  rear  from  the  direction  of 
Cox's  bridge.  In  the  mean  time,  while  on  the 
road,  I  received  couriers  Arom  both  Qenerals 
Schofield  and  Terry.  The  former  reported  him- 
self in  possession  of  Kinston,  delayed  some- 
what by  want  of  provisions,  but  able  to  march 
so  as  to  make  Qoldsboro  on  tiie  twenty-first ; 
aod  Terry  was  at  or  near  Faison  s  depot  Orders 
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were  at  once  despatched  to  Schofield  to  push 
for  €k)ldBboro,  ana  to  make  dispositions  to  cross 
Little  river,  in  the  direction  of  Smitiifield,  as  far 
as  Millard ;  to  General  Terry,  to  move  to  Cox's 
bridge,  lay  a  pontoon  bridge,  and  establish  a 
crossing ;  and  to  Blair,  to  make  a  night  march 
to  Falling  creek  church;  and  at  daylight  the 
right  wing,  General  Howard,  less  the  necessary 
wagon  guards,  was  put  in  rapid  motion  on  Beur 
tonville.  By  subsequent  reports,  I  learned  that 
General  Slocum's  head  of  column  had  advanced 
from  its  camp  of  March  eighteenth,  and  first  en- 
countered Dibbrell's  cavalry,  but  soon  found  his 
progress  impeded  by  infantry  and  artillery. 
The  enemy  attacked  his  head  of  column,  gaining 
a  temporary  advantage,  and  took  three  guns, 
and  caissons  of  General  Carlin's  division,  driv- 
ing the  two  leading  brigades  back  on  the  main 
body.  As  soon  as  General  Slocum  realized  that 
he  had  in  his  front  the  whole  Confederate  army, 
be  promptly  deployed  the  two  divisions  of  the 
Fourteenth  corps.  General  Davis,  and  rapidly 
brought  up  on  tneir  left  the  two  divisions  of  the 
Twentieth  corps,  Gkneral  Williams.  These  he 
arranged  on  the  defensive,  and  hastily  pre- 
pared a  line  of  barricades.  General  Kilpatrick 
also  came  up  at  the  sound  of  artillery,  and  mass- 
ed on  the  left  In  this  position  the  left  win^ 
received  six  distinct  assaults  by  the  combined 
forces  of  Hoke,  Hardee,  and  Cheatham,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  Johnston 
himself,  without  giving  an  inch  of  ground,  and 
doing  good  execution  on  the  enemy's  ranks, 
especially  with  our  artillery,  the  enemy  having 
little  or  none. 

Johnston  had  moved  by  night  from  Smithfield 
with  great  rapidity,  and  without  unnecessary 
wheels,  intending  to  overwhelm  my  left  flank 
before  it  could  be  relieved  by  its  co-operating 
colums.  But  he  *•  reckoned  without  his  host 
I  had  expected  just  such  a  movement  all  the 
way  from  Fayetteville,  and  was  prepared  for  it 
During  the  ni^ht  of  the  nineteenth.  General 
Blocum  got  up  his  wagon  train  with  its  guard  of 
two  divisions,  and  Hazen's  division  of  the  Fif- 
teenth corps,  which  reinforcement  enabled  him 
to  make  his  position  impregnable.  The  right 
wing  found  rebel  cavsOry  watching  its  ap- 
proach, but  unable  to  offer  any  serious  oppo- 
sition until  our  head  of  column  encountered 
a  considerable  body  behind  a  barricade  at 
the  forks  of  the  road  near  Bentonville,  about 
three  miles  east  of  the  battle-field  of  the  day, 
before.  This  body  of  cavalry  was,  however, 
quickly  dislodged,  and  the  intersection  of  the 
roads  secured.  On  moving  forward  ttie  Fif- 
teenth corps.  General  Logan  found  that  the 
enemy  had  thrown  back  his  left  flank,  and  had 
oonstrncted  a  line  of  parapet  connecting  with 
that  toward  General  Slocum,  in  the  form  of  a 
bastion,  its  salient  on  the  main  Goldsboro  road, 
interposing  between  General  Slocum  on  the 
west  and  General  Howard  on  the  east,  while  the 
flanks  rested  on  Mill  Creek,  covering  the  road 
back  to  Smithfield.  Greneral  Howard  was  in- 
structed to  proceed  with  due  cautioo,  until  he 


had  made  strong  connection  on  his  left  with  Gen- 
eral Slocum.  This  he  soon  accomplished,  and 
by  four  p.  m.  of  the  twentieth  a  complete  and 
strong  line  of  battle  confronted  tiie  enemy  in 
his  intrenched  position,  and  General  Johnston, 
instead  of  catching  us  in  detail,  was  on  the  de- 
fensive, with  Mill  creek  and  a  single  bridge  to 
his  rear.  Nevertheless,  we  had  no  object  to 
accomplish  by  a  battle,  unless  at  an  advantage, 
and  therefore  my  general  instructions  were  to 
press  steadily  with  skirmishers  alone,  to  uae 
artillery  pretty  freely  on  the  wooded  space  heid 
by  the  enemy,  and  to  feel  pretty  strongly  tb« 
flanks  of  his  position,  which  were,  as  nsnil 
covered  by  the  endless  swamps  of  (his  region  of 
country.  I  also  ordered  all  empty  wagons  to  be 
sent  at  once  to  Kinston  for  supplies,  and  other 
impediments  to  be  grouped  near  the  Neoia, 
south  of  Goldsboro,  holding  the  real  am^in 
close  contact  with  the  enemy,  ready  to  fight 
him  if  he  ventured  outside  his  par^^ets  and 
swampy  obstructions. 

Thus  matters  stood  about  BentonviDe  on  Am 
twenty-first  of  March.  On  the  same  day  Gen- 
eral Schofield  entered  Goldsboro  with  litde  or 
no  opposition,  and  General  Terry  had  got  pos- 
session of  the  Neuse  river  at  Cox*s  bridge,  ten 
miles  above,  with  a  pontoon  bridge  laid  and  a 
brigade  across,  so  that  the  three  armies  were  in 
actual  connection,  and  the  great  object  of  the 
campaign  was  accomplished. 

On  we  twenty-first  a  steady  rain  prevailed, 
during  which  General  Mower's  divinon  of  the 
Seventeenth  corps,  on  the  extreme  right,  had 
worked  well  to  *the  right  around  tiie  ea&nfi 
flank,  and  nearly  reachM  the  bridge  across  Mill 
creek,  the  only  line  of  retreat  open  to  the 
enemy.  Of  course  there  was  extreme  danger 
that  &e  enemy  would  turn  on  him  all  his  re- 
serves, and  it  might  be  let  go  his  parapets  to 
overwhelm  Mower.  Accordiii^ly  I  ordered  at 
once  a  general  attack  by  our  skinnish  line  from 
left  to  right  Quite  a  noisy  battle  ensued,  div- 
ing whidi  Greneral  Mower  was  enabled  to  regain 
his  connection  witl^  his  own  oorps  by  moving 
to  his  left  rear.  Still  he  had  deveicmed  a  weak- 
ness in  the  enemy's  position,  of  which  advan- 
tage might  have  been  taken ;  but  thai  night  the 
enemy  retreated  on  Smithfield,  leaving  his  pick- 
ets to  fall  into  our  hands,  with  many  dead  nn- 
buried,  and  wounded  in  his  field  hospitals.  At 
daybre«^  of  the  twenty-second  pursuit  was 
made  two  miles  beyond  MiU  creek,  but  diecked 
by  my  order.  General  Johnston  had  utterhr 
failed  in  his  attempt,  and  we  remained  in  fnJl 
possession  of  the  field  of  battle. 

General  Slocum  reports  the  loasea  of  the  left 
wing  about  Bentonville  at  nine  officers  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  men  kiUed,  fifty-one  offi- 
cers and  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  men  wound- 
ed, and  tmree  officers  and  two  hundred  sikI 
twenty-three  men  missing,  taken  prisoners  by 
the  enemy ;  total,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven.  He  buried  on  the  MA  one 
hundred  and  sixtv-seven  rebel  dead,  and  took 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  priaoneiB. 
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G«oenl  Howard  reports  the  losses  of  the 
nrhtwio^at  two  officers  and  thirty-five  men 
ukd^  twdve  officers  and  two  hundred  and 
e^ht^-Dine  men  wounded,  and  one  officer  and 
Bxty  men  missinfi^;  total,  three  hnudred  and 
waifymne.  He  auo  boried  one  hundred  rebel 
deMl,»Dd  took  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eifktf«Ten  prisoners. 

The  caTiby  of  Kilpatrick  was  held  in  reserve, 
ttd  lost  but  few,  if  any,  of  which  I  have  no 
nport  as  jet  Our  aggregate  loss  at  Benton- 
w  WM  one  thousand^six  hundred  and  forty- 
ax. 

I  im  wen  satisfied  that  the  en^ny  lost  hea- 
T^,  MpedaDy  during  his  assaults  on  the  left 
wipg  daring  the  aftmioon  of  the  nineteenth ; 
bat  tt  I  have  no  data  save  his  dead  and  wounded 
kit  in  our  hands,  I  prefer  to  make  no  compari- 

Thw,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  ei^lain,  we  had 
ttmpleted  &ur  march  on  the  twenty-first,  and  had 
M  possession  of  Goldsboro,  the  real  "*  object- 
ife,**  wiA  its  two  railroads  back  to  the  seaports 
of  Wifanington  and  Beaufort,  Nortii  Carolina. 
These  were  rapidly  being  repaired  by  strong 
vodkiog  parties  directed  by  Colonel  W.  Vv. 
Wri|fat,  of  the  Railroad  Department  A  larxe 
wmum  of  supplies  had  already  been  brought 
fcrwird  to  Kinston,  to  which  place  our  wagons 
ksd  been  sent  to  re<»ive  them.  I  therefore 
•directed  G^ieral  Howard  and  the  cavalry  to 
MBiui  at  Bentonville  during  the  twenty-second. 
tD  bury  the  dead  and  remove  the  wounded,  and 
•B  the  following  day  all  the  armies  to  move  to 
teeunps  assigned  to  them  about  Goldsboro, 
tee  to  rest  arc  receive  the  clothing  and  sup- 
|Ges  of  wiiich  they  stood  in  need.  In  person  I 
wot  on  the  twenty-second  to  Cox's  bridge  to 
Met  General  Terry,  whom  I  met  for  the  first 
tee,  iod  on  tiie  following  day  rode  into  Golds- 
kro,  where  I  found  GrenenJ  Schofield  and  his 
uy.  The  left  wing  came  in  during  the  same 
itjnd  sext  m<^ning,and  the  right  wing  fol- 
Mied  on  the  twenty-fourth,  on  which  day  the 
Mnky  moved  to  Mount  Olive  station,  and 
ttesenl  Ter^  back  to  Faisou's.  On  the  twen- 
Mfifa  Ihe  l^wbem  railroad  was  finished,  and 
tefnt  timin  of  cars  came  in,  thus  giving  us 
Ibe  Mios  of  bringing  from  the  depot  at  More- 
faad  OAf  foil  BuppUee  for  the  army. 

It  was  all-important  that  I  should  have  an  in- 
Ivriew  with  the  €reneral-in-chief,  and  pre- 
•Ming  that  be  could  not  at  this  time  leave 
fkf  PoiDt  I  left  General  Schofield  in  chief  com- 
'teid,  and  proceeded  with  all  expedition  by 
ail  to  Morehead  City,  and  thence  by  steamer  to 
Cbj  Point,  reaching  General  Grant's  head- 
^ivters  on  tiie  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh 
«f  March.  I  had  the  eood  fortune  to  meet 
faciei  Grant,  the  President,  Generals  Meade, 
^  md  otfacffs  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ana 
ins  learned  tiie  general  state  of  the  military 
.  iMdd,  firom  which  I  had  been  in  a  great 
I  taMsre  cut  off  since  January.  Having  com- 
f  tied  aU  neceosary  business,  I  redmbarked  on 


the  navy  steamer  Bat,  Captain  Bftmes,  which 
Admiral  Porter  placed  at  my  command,  and  re- 
turned via  Hatteras  Inlet  and  Newbem,  reach- 
ing my  own  headquarters  in  Goldsboro  during 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth.  During  mv  absence 
full  supplies  of  clothing  and  food  had  been 
brought  to  camp,  and  all  things  were  working 
well 

I  have  thus  rapidly  sketched  the  progress  of 
our  columns  from  Savannah  to  €k>lasboro,  but 
for  more  minute  details  must  refer  to  the  re- 
ports of  subordinate  commanders  and  of  staff 
officers,  which  are  not  yet  ready,  but  will  in 
due  season  be  forwarded  and  filed  with  this 
report  I  cannot  even,  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
cision, recapitulate  the  vast  amount  of  injury 
done  the  enemy,  or  the  quantitv  of  guns  and 
material  of  war  captured  and  destroyed.     In 

? general  terms  we  have  traversed  the  country 
rom  Savannah  to  Goldsboro,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  forty  miles,  consuming  all  the  forage, 
cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  poultry,  cured  meats,  com 
meal,  &c.  The  public  enemy,  instead  of  draw- 
ing supplies  from  that  region  to  feed  his  armies, 
wulbe  compelled  to  send  provisions  from  other 
quarters  to  feed  the  inhabitants.  A  map  here- 
with, prepared  by  my  Chief  Engineer,  Colonel 
Poe,  with  the  routes  of  the  four  corps  and  cav- 
alry, will  show  at  a  glance  the  country  trav- 
ersed. Of  course  the  abandonment  to  us  by  the 
enemy  of  tiie  whole  sesrcoast,  from  Savannah 
to  Newbem,  North  Carolina,  with  its  forts, 
dock-yards,  gunboats,  &c.,  was  a  necessary  inci- 
dent to  our  occupation  and  destruction  of  the 
inland  routes  of  travel  and  supply.  But  the 
real  object  of  this  march  was  to  place  this  army 
in  a  position  easy  of  supply,  whence  it  could 
take  an  appropriate  part  m  me  spring  and  sum- 
mer campaign  of  1865.  This  was  completely 
accomplished  on  the  twenty-first  of  March  by 
the  junction  of  the  three  armies  and  occupation 
of  Goldsboro. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner  my  entire  satisfaction  with 
the  tone  and  temper  of  the  whole  army.  Noth- 
ing seems  to  aaropen  their  energy,  zeal  or 
cheerfulness.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a 
march  involving  more  labor  and  exposure,  yet  I 
cannot  recall  an  instance  of  bad  temper  by  the 
way,  or  hearing  an  expression  of  doubt  as  to 
our  perfect  success  in  the  end.  I  believe  that 
this  cheerfulness  and  hafmony  of  action  reflects 
upon  all  concerned  quite  as  muoh  real  honor 
and  fame  as  *'  batdes  gained"  or  **  cities  won," 
and  I  therefore  commend  all,  generals,  staff, 
officers,  and  men,  for  these  high  qualities,  in 
addition  to  the  more  soldierly  ones  of  obe- 
dience to  orders  and  the  alacrity  they  have 
always  manifested  when  danger  summoned 
them  "  to  the  front" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  T.  Sherman, 
Mipor-qeiwral,  Oomnmnrtlng. 

Major^jleneral  H.  W.  Haixeok, 

Chtof  of  Staff,  WMhtngtOB,  D.  a 
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GIVBtAL  SGHOnEIJ>*a  REPORT. 
HEiDQOiOtnn  DBPAKnoRrr  or  Norb  CABouBrA,) 


Ab  soon  ai  it  became  poMible  to  Darigale  the 
Potomac  I  started  from  Akzandria  with  tbe 
Third  division,  Twenty-third  AnQyOonSiVder 
command  of  Mijor-Oeiieral  J.  D.  Cox,  tad 

reached  the  mouth  of  Gape  Pear  mer  oatboi 

lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops '  ninth  of  February,  and  landed  upon  Ihe  petiiii- 
nnder  my  command  since  January  1, 1865,  the  'tiuhi  near  Fort  Fisher. 


Abut  or  m  Oaio. 
GoiMBOW),  N.  O,  April  a,  18' 

Gbnsbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 


date  of  my  lant  report^  addressed  to  Major 
General  Qeorge  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  ^e  Cumberland,  under  whose  cominand 
I  was  then  serving. 

On  the  second  of  January,  1865, 1  marched 
with  the  Twenty-third  Armv  Corps  from  Colum-t 
bia,  Tennessee,  and  arrived  at  Clifton,  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  on  the  eighth,  under  orders  to 
embark  mv  troops  at  that  point,  and,  move  to 
Eastport,  Mississippi.  But  before  the  embark- 
ation had  commenced,  I  received,  Januair  four- 
teenth, an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-ueneral 
commanding,  tluroujph  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
Army,  to  movlb  with  the  Twenty-fhird  Army 
Corps  to  Annapolis,  Maryland.  Accord  in^lv 
irig^  the  movement  was  commenced  on  tiie  Fol- 
lowing day.  The  troops  moved  with  their 
artillery  and  horses,  but  without  wagons,  by 
steam  transports  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  thence 
by  rail  to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  Alexandria,  Virginia,  a  second  order  ^om 
Washington  having  changed  the  destination 
from  Annapolis.  | 

Although  in  midwinter, and  weather  unusually 
severe,  even  for  that  season,  the  movement  was 
effected  without  delay,  accident,  or  suffering  on 
the  part  of  the  troops.  By  the  thirty-first  of 
January  the  whole  command  had  arrived  at 
Washington  and  Alexandria. 

At  Alexandria  great  and  unavoidable  delay 
was  caused  by  the  freezing  of  the  Potomac, 
which  rendered  its  navigation  impossible  much 
of  the  time  for  several  weeks.  Meanwhile  I 
met  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  went  with  him  to  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river  to  consult  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter  and  Major-General  Terry  relative 
to  future  operations.  On  my  return  to  Wash- 
ington an  order  was  issued  from  tbe  War  De- 
partment creating  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  and  assigning  me  to  its  command. 

My  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant-Greneral 
commanding,  as  well  as  those  received  from 
you,  through  Major-General  Foster,  made  the 
ultimate  object  of  my  operations  the  occupation 
of  Goldsboro,  the  opening  of  railroad  communi- 
cation between  that  point  and  the  sea-coast,  the 
accumulation  of  supplies  for  your  army,  and  the 
junction  of  my  force  with  your  main  army  at  or 
near  Goldsboro.  Wilmington  was  made  my 
first  objective,  because  it  would  afford  a  valu^ 
able  auxiliary  base  to  Morehead  City,  in  the 
event  of  our  junction  being  made  at  €k>ldsboro, 
as  designed,  and  because  its  possession  by  us 
would  Joe  of  ffreat  value  to  you  in  case  the 
movement  of  the  enemy's  main  army  or  other 
circumstances  should  render  advisable  a  concen- 
tration of  your  army  at  some  point  further  south 
thui  Goldsboro. 


M^or-General  A.  H.  Terry,  witii  ^>oat  «gbt 
thousand  men,  then  held  a  line  across  the  peain* 
sula  about  two  miles  above  the  fort,  and  ooci- 
pied  Smithville  and  Fort  Caswell  on  the  losth 
side  of  the  river,  while  tbe  naval  aqndroCf 
under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  occupied  poMtkni 
in  Cape  Fear  river  and  off  tbe  coast,  condngl 
the  flanks  of  General  Terry's  Ihie. 

The  enemy  occupied  Fort  Anderson,  on  ^ 
west  bank,  with  a  collateral  line  niBnfai|  to  a 
large  swamp  about  three  fourths  of  a  mue  dii« 
tant,  and  a  fine  opposite  Fort  Anderson,  roBmiig 
across  the  pemnsula  from  C^  Fear  river  td 
Masonboro  sound.  His  positioii  Was  iBipreg« 
nable  against  direct  attack,  and  could  be  toriMt 
only  by  crossing  Masonboro  sound,  sbove  hit 
left,  or  passing  around  the  swamp  which  cot^ 
end  his  right 

The  force  I  then  had  seemed  too  nnall  for  rt 
extended  a  movement  as  either  of  those  w^ 
tioned,  but  time  being  important,  I  detenniiM 
to  make  the  attempt  without  waitiilg  for  tbe  ai 
rival  of  more  of  my  troops.  On  the  eAeventb  a 
February  I  pushed  forward  (General  Tterj' 
line,  supported  by  General  Cox's  divinof 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pidceti,  and  intrenched  u 

new  position,  close  enough  to  the  eaemy'l 
line  to  compel  him  to  hold  the  latier  in  €orc4 
I  then  made  preparation  to  send  a  fleet  of  oat 
boats  and  pontoons  by  sea  to  a  point  on  & 
beach  above  the  enemy's  positirin,  while  a  foro^ 
composed  of  General  Cox^s  and'Genenl  Amc^ 
divisions  was  to  march  along  tiie  beach  is  tfa 
night  to  the  point  where  the  boats  were  to  lam 
haul  them  across  the  beach  into  the  snond,  as 
cross  the  latter  to  tbe  main  land  m  nar  ( 
Hoke*s  position.   Tbe  weather,  however,  becasi 
so  stormy  as  to  render  the  exeontioo  of  tfai 
plan  impossible.    On  the  night  of  Febnac 
fourteenth*  I  attempted  to  move  tbe  pootooi 
upon  their  wagons  along  the  beach  with  ^ 
troops,  but  the  unusually  high  tides,  oansed  li 
the  heavy  sea  and  wind,  made  it  impracticab 
to  reach  the  point  of  crosung  before  dayligl 
in  the  morning,  when  our  movenaent  would  I 
discovered  by  the  enemy  before  a  croann^  < 
the  sound  cotdd  be  secured.    Hence,  after 
hard  night's  work,  the  attempt  was  ahandooe 
and  I  turned  attention  to  uie  enemy's  ri^ 
where  I  would  not  have  to  contend  with  Am  di 
ficulties  of  both  land  and  sea.    Geoenl  (^ 
and    General    Ames'    divisions  were  crossed 
ov«r  to  Smithville,  where  they  wore  joined  by 
Colonel  Moore's  iMigade  of  General  Cooob'a  dn 
vision,  which  hadjust  debarked,  and  advanced 
along  the  main  Wilmington  road,  until  tbef 
encountered  the  enemy  s  position  at  Fort  io- 
derson  and  adjacent  works.   Here  two  brigade 
were  intrenched  to  occupy  the  ene^y,  while 
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Genenl  Cox,  with  his  other  two  brigades  aod 
(kenl  Ames'   diTinon,   started   around  the 

n  covering  the  enemy's  right,  to  strike 
]mu]gt(m  road  in  rear  of  Fort  Anderson. 
Hw  dlgtMce  to  be  travelled  was  about  fifteen 
■an.  Hm  enemy,  warned  by  his  cavalrr  of 
Qnenl  Cn's  movement  hastily  abandoned  his 
vorb  on  hoik  sides  of  the  river  dnrine  the 
ai^^tof  Febmary  nineteenth,  and  fell  back  be- 
kiod  Town  creek  on  the  west,  and  to  a  corre- 
I  ipondimr  position,  covered  by  swamps,  on  the 
!  Mi.  We  thus  e&ined  possession  of  ihe  main 
,  irfeaocs  of  Gape  Fear  river  and  of  Wilmington, 
I  «tii  ten  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  and  a  large 
i  animt  01  ammnnition.     Oar  loss  was    but 

On  the  fdlowing  day  General  Cox  pursued 
\  ii  enemj  to  Town  creek,  behind  which  he  was 
''■imd  iotnodied,  and  had  debtroyed  the  only 
l|Dd|e.  General  Terrjr  also  encountered  the 
;  wmj  in  his  new  postion,  and  in  force  superior 
rfr  wierai  Tory's.  General  Andes'  division 
,  Vkiecroaaed  to  Ihe  east  bank  and  joined  (len- 
^Toiy  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth. 
Ik  tiie  twentieth  General  Cox  crossed  Town 
mek  belov  the  enemy's  position,  by  the  use  of 
ftngle  flat  boat  found  in  the  stream,  and  bv 
Mng  t^ngh  swamps  reached  the  en,emy  s 
Wttid  rear,  attacked  and  routed  him,  captur- 
fl^o  pieces  of  artillery,  three  hundred  and 
^at^-five  prisoners,  besides  the  killed  and 
'kMDded.and  dispersed  the  remainder.  During 
mti^t  General  Cox  rebuilt  the  bridge,  cross- 
ri  Im  artillery,  and  the  next  morning  pushed 
•tovard  Wihnington  without  opposition. 

ftoeral  Terry  was  unable  to  nmke  any  fur- 
vr  advance,  but  occnpied  the  attention  of  &dl 
V  Hoke's  force,  so  that  he  could  not  send  any 
kKpfatte  that  which  Cox  had  destroyed.  On 
y  twenty-first  General  Cox  secured  a  portion 
ffitt  enen^'tf  pontoon  bridge  across  Bruns- 
WiiYer,  which  he  had  attempted  to  destroy, 
^portioo  of  his  troops  on  to  Eagle  Island, 
i  to  cross  the  Cape  Fe«-  above 
The  enemy  at  once  set  fire  to  his 
— ,  cotton,  and  tnUitary  and  naval  stores, 
^riwidoaed  tiie  town.  Our  troops  entered 
opposition  early  on  the  morning  of 
,  twenty-second,  and  General  Terry  pur- 
ine enemy  acrooa  North-east  river, 
r  total  loss  in  Hie  operations  from  Febm- 
4aven&  to  the  capture  of  Wilmni^ton  was 
*^tvokandred  ofioK^ers  and  men  killed  and 
led.  That  of  the  enemy  was  not  less  than 
ftovaand  kiDed,  wounded,  and  prisoners ; 
t  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  fifteen  light 
and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  fell 


^fads  me  pleasnre  to  acknowledge  the 

\  and  constant  cooperation  of  the  naval 

under  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  so  far  as 

s  of  the  operatioDs  would  admit 

,  no  rofliug  stock  at  Wilmington,  and 

fasadj  destitute  of  wagon  transportation, 

itoap^Oed  to  operate  from  Newbem  alone 


for  the  capture  of  Goldsboro.  I  had  already 
sent  to  Newbem  about  five  thousand  troops 
belonging  to  the  various  corps  of  your  amy,  and 
directed  Brigadier-General  L  M.  Palmer  to  move, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  with  all  his 
available  force  toward  Kiuston,  to  cover  the 
Workmen  engaged  in  repairing  the  railroad. 
As  soon  as  Wilmington  was  secured,  I  also  sent 
Greneral  Ruger's  division.  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  which  was  then  arriving  at  Cape  Fear  in- 
let by  sea,  to  Morehead  City,  to  reinforce  the 
column  moving  from  Newbem.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth,  finding  that  General  Palmer  had  not  moved, 
as  was  expected,  I  sent  Major-General  Cox  to 
take  command  at  Newbem  and  push  forward  at 
once. 

General  Couch's  divimon,  which  had  nearly 
completed  its  debarkation  when  Wilmington 
was  captured,  was  brought  to  that  place,  and 
that  division,  with  General  Cox's,  temporarily 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Reilly,  was 
prepared  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  join  the 
column  moving  from  Newbem  by  a  land  march. 
These  arraneements  were  made  because  of  the 
scarcity  of  ooth  land  and  sea  transportation. 
It  was  not  until  March  sixth  that  I  was  able  to 
obtain  wagons  enough,  indiiding  those  be- 
longing to  General  l^y's  command,  to  move. 
the  two  divisions  from  Wilmington  to  ELins- 
ton. 

On  the  sixth,  €^eneral  Couch  started  with  the 
two  divisions.  Second  and  Third  of  the 
Twenty-third  corps,  and  marched,  via  Ons- 
low and  Richland's,  for  Kinston.  On  the 
same  day  I  went  bv  sea  to  Morehead  City, 
and  joined  General  Cox  beyond  Newbem 
on  the  eighth.  General  Cox  had  advanced  to 
Wise's  forks,  about  one  uui  a  half  miles  below 
South-west  creek,  and  the  raihroad  was  in  rapid 
process  of  reconstruction. 

The  force  in  front  of  (General  Cox,  which  ap- 
peared to  consist  of  Hoke*s  division  and  a  small 
body  of  reserves,  had  fallen  back  behind  South- 
west creek,  and  (General  Cox  had  sent  two  regi- 
ments, under  Colonel  Upham,  Fifteenth  Con- 
necticut infantry,  to  secure  the  crossing  of  the 
creek  on  th^  Dover  road.  The  enemy,  having 
been  reinforced  by  a  portion  of  the  old  Army  of 
Tennessee,  recrossed  the  creek  some  distance 
above  the  Dover  road,  qame  down  in  rear  of 
Colonel  Upham's  position,  and  surprised  and 
captured  nearly  his  entire  oommand,  about 
seven  hundred  men. 

The  enemy  then  advanced  and  endeavored  to 
penetrate  between  General  Carter's  and  (General 
Palmer's  divisions,  occupying  the  Dover  road 
and  the  railroad  respectively,  but  was  checked 
by  General  Ruger's  division,  which  was  just 
arriving  upon  the  field.  There  was  no  engage- 
ment during  the  day  beyond  light  sldrmishing, 
and  the  loss  on  either  side,  with  the  exception 
of  the  prisoners  ^ptured  from  Colonel  U^iam, 
was  insignificant 

It  being  evident  that  the  enemy's  force  was 
at  least  equal  to  that  of  General  Cox,  and  that 
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reinforcements  were  arriving  at  rapidly  as  they 
could  be  brooffht  by  rail,  I  directed  General 
Cox  to  put  his  troops  in  position,  intrench 
them  secnrely,  and  await  the  arrival  of  General 
Couch. 

On  the  ninth,  the  enemy  pressed  onr  lin^ 
strongly,  and  felt  for  its  flanks.  Heavv  skir- 
mishing was  kept  up  during 'the  dav,  but  no 
assault  was  made.  On  the  tenth,  the  enemy 
having  been  largely  reinforced,  and  doubtless 
learning  of  the  approach  of  Cieneral  Couch's 
column,  made  a  heavy  attack  upon  General 
Cox's  left  and  centre,  but  was  decisively  re- 
pulsed, and  with,  heavy  loss.  Both  attacks 
were  met  mainly  b^  General  Ruger's  division, 
a  portion  of  that  division  having  been  rapidly 
transferred  from  the  centre  to  the  left  to  meet 
the  attack  there,  and  then  returned  to  the  cen- 
tre in  time  to  repel  the  attack  on  that  portion 
of  the  line.  The  enemv  retreated  in  confusion 
from  the  field,  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded, 
also  a  large  number  of- arms  and  intrenching 
tools,  and  during  the  night  fell  back  across  the 
Neuse,and  burned  the  bridge.  Our  loss  in  this 
engagement  was  about  three  hundred  killed 
and  wounded;  that  of  the  enemy  probably 
about  fifteen  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  (General  Couch  efifected  his  junction 
with  General  Cox  on  the  following  day. 

Having  no  pontoon  train  I  was  unable  to 
cross  the  Neuse  until  the  bridge  could  be  re- 
paired, or  the  pontoons  which  had  just  arrived 
from  the  North  could  be  brought  by  rail  from 
Morehead  Cit^.  The  crossing  was  effected 
without  opposition  on  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  Kinston  and  moved  rapidly 
toward  Smithfield  to  join  the  force  under  John- 
ston, which  was  concentrating  to  oppose  your 
advance  from  Fayetteville. 

Immediately  upon  the  occupation  of  Kinston 
I  put  a  large  force  of  troops  to  work  upon  the 
railroad,  in  aid  of  the  construction  corps  under 
Colonel  Wright,  rebuilt  the  wagon  bridge  over 
ihe  Neuse,  and  brought  forward  suppues  pre- 
paratory to  a  further  advance. 

I  moved  from  Kinston  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth,  and  entered  Goldsbo/o  with  but 
slight  opposition  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
first  • 

The  portion  of  my  command  which  had  re- 
mained at  Wilmington,  under  Major-Gi&neral 
Terry,  moved  from  that  point  March  fifteenth, 
reached  Faison's  depot  on  the  twentieth,  and  in 
compliance  with  your  orders,  moved  from  that 
point  to  Cox's  bridge,  and  secured  the  crossing 
of  the  Neuse  on  the  twenty-second.  Your  plans 
for  the  concentration  of  your  entire  army  about 
this  place  having  been  fully  accomplished  on 
the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth,  I  then  had 
the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  in  person,  and 
uniting  my  troops  to  their  old  comrades  in  arms 
after  a  separation  of  near  five  months,  marked 
by  unparalleled  marches  and  brilliant  achieve- 
ments, which  will  ever  furnish  bright  pages 
in  military  history,  and   it  is  hoped  proved 


decisive  in  their  results  upon  the  present  r»> 
bellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Geoeral, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  M.  BoBonxtD, 

Major-General  W.  T.  Shbbmav, 

Oommanding  liait«7  DiTliloo  of  Um  MlHiMlppL 

GENERAL  BARR178  BXPOBL 

ARnuKrHiAoqmAsnMi  Mojcabt  Difian  crml 
lfmvn,GoiJMBOK>,N.C.,lbrchSl,U66.    ] 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tiie 
operations  of  tiie  artillery  of  the  armies  under 
your  command  during  the  Carolina  campaign  oi 
Febnmry  and  litoch,  1865. 

In  consideration  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
campaign,  involving  long  and  rapid  marcbee 
over  bad  r<Mids,  and  at  an  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  the  same  precautious  which  were  eo 
advantageously  taken  for  your  Savannah  cam- 
paign of  last  autumn  were  again  observed.  The 
number  of  guns  was  redu(^  to  one  per  tfaoih 
sand  effective  bayonets,  and  each  artiUerf  cat- 
riage  was  provided  with  eieht  draught  ammala  * 

The  whole  number  of  fidd  batteries  was  six- 
teen, comprising  sixty-eight  guns,  which  were 
distributed  and  of  calibres  as  follows : 


ntlaeBtti  Army  Corps.. . ., 
SereateenUi  Army  Corpi. , 


Foar(«eDth  Army  GorpB.. 
Twentieth  Army  Corps. . 
OftTslry  dlTislon 


Total., 


10 

4 


Including  the  reserve  supply,  each  gun  wm 
furnished  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  rouD^ 
of  ammunition. 

A  careful  and  critical  personal  inspection, 
made  a  few  days  preceding  our  departure  fnns 
Savannah,  satisfiea  me  that  in  aU  essentials  the 
artillery  was  in  excellent  condition  for  any  kind 
of  work.    The  result  fuUv  justified  tiiese  ei- 

})Qctation8.  Durine  the  whole  march  the  artil- 
ery  supplied  itself  unaided  by  infantry  or  cav- 
alry, with  provisions  for  its  officers  and  men, 
forage  for  its  animals,  and  to  a  great  extent 
.with  fresh  horses  and  mules  captured  in  the 
country.  A  tabular  statement  is  appended  to 
this  reportj  showing  the  extent  to  which  to 
unusual  artillery  service  was  performed. 

No  gun  or  artillery  carriage  of  any  descrip- 
tion was  abandoned,  disabled,  or  at  any  timfi 
even  a  temporary  impediment  to  the  march  « 
the  infantry  columns— a  foct  the  more  credita- 
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ble  to  the  artOlery,  sinoe  in  many  places  the 

mds  were  of  the  worst  possible  descriptioD. 
Although  the  nature  of  your  operations  did 

not,  ezoept  at  the  battles  of  ATerysboro  and 

BatoDTiUe,  call  for  an^r  eeneral  use  of  artillery, 

jzi  in  support  of  skirmisQ  lines,  brushing  away 

aialrr,  aod  covering  the  crossings  of  several 

(Sfficut  ind  important  rivers,  it  was  advan- 

lageoQflfy  used  at   the  following    times   and 

pkes,  namely : 
Jamary  twenty,  1865,  Pocotaligo,  Seventeenth 

inD7  Corps. 
imaij  twenty-two,  1865,   Gombahee,   Fif- 

tHuth  Army  Corps. 
JaaoaiT    twenty-nine,     1865,    RobertsviUe, 

Tveatietn  Army  dorps. 

,   Febnaiy  one,  1865,  Hickory  HiD,  Fifteenth 
innj  Corps. 
Pebnacy  two,  1865,  Jjawtonville,  Twentieth 

Annj  Corps. 

fWwwy  two,  1865,  Whippy  Swamp,  Seven- 
i  tah  Army  Corps. 

Febmaiy  tbre^  1865, "  Store"  at  Duck  creek, 
IKtotfa  Army  Corps. 

Fefarouy  six,  1865,  Little  Salkehatchie,  Fif- 
iMDth  Amy  corps. 

Pebnaxy  niile,  1865,  Binnaker's  bridge,  Sev- 
fiteenth  Army  Corps. 

fehmaiy  eleven,  1866,  North  Edisto,  Seven- 
fcathAimy  Corps. 

Febnary  fifteen,  1865,  Congaree  creek,  Fif- 
iB»th  Army  Corps. 

Felffoary  sixteen,  1865,  Columbia,  Fifteenth 
•iBereBteenth  Army  Corps. 

Febraary  seventeea,  1865,  Broad  river,  Fif- 
teeaih  Army  Corps.  i 


March  sixteen,  1865,  Little  Rookfieh  creek. 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

At  the  battle  of  Averysboro,  March  sixteen, 
the  batteries  of  the  Twentieth  corps  were 
promptly  Mid  judieiouslv  posted  by  Major  Rey- 
nolds, I3ie  Chief  of  Artillery  of  that  corps,  and 
by  the  precision  and  rapidity  of  tiieir  nre  did 
most  excellent  service  in  dislodeing  the  ene- 
my from  his  intrenched  line,  and  me  consequent 
captm^  of  three  of  his  guns. 

At  the  battle  of  BentonviUe,  March  nineteen, 
twenty,  and  twenty-one,  it  was  the  fortune  of 
the  artillery  to  play  a  more  conspicuous  part. 
The  batteries  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth 
corps  were  hotly  engaged  on  the  nineteenth, 
ana  after  the  first  temporary  advMitage  gained 
by  the  enemy,  in  which  the  Nineteenm  Indiana 
battery,  not  by  any  fault  of  its  own,  lost  three 
of  its  guns  (one  of  which  was  recaptured  next 
da^),  they  poured  in  a  fire  so  steady,  rapid  and 
ef&ctive,  tnat  all  of  the  enemy*s  frequently  re- 
peated assaults  were  successfully  repulsed.  On 
the  twentieth,  and  particularly  on  the  twenty- 
first,  the  batteries  of  the  Fifteendi  corps  lent 
most  efficient  aid  in  advancing  our  own  lines, 
in  repelUne  the  enemy's  assaults,  and  in  inflict- 
ing heavy  Toss  upon  him.  Both  of  these  fields 
of  battle  ^ve  abundant  proof  of  the  precision 
of  our  artillery  fire. 

The  following  tabukr  statements  will  exhibit 
the  amounts  of  provision  and  forage,  and  the 
number  of  animals  captured  by  the  unaided 
labors  of  the  artillery,  the  casualties  among  offi- 
cers, enlisted  men,  and  animals,  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition,  and  the  number  of  guns  lost  by 
us  and  captured  l^om  the  enemy : 


ProvigianSf  Animala,  Forage^  dtc 


Br  fur 


P*Wi  Arnqr  eorpt. . . 
H^mb  Annj  corps. 
P"BtfainB7ooriM.  » 
^iMtfk  Armj  oorpe 


FIAOB. 


Ponnds. 
8,000 
8,000 
4,900 
8,000 


Gcnor 


Pounds. 
10,000 
5,200 
6,700 
8,200 


BACxnr. 


Poands. 
26,000 
4,860 
23,000 

i8,ooq 


r,  te. 


PoondB. 

60,000 
8,085 
9,800 


POCATOaB. 


Pounds. 
60,000 

87,446 


Oosir. 


Pounds. 
860,000 
219,020 
490,000 
218,000 


Hat  axd 

FOMNB. 


Pounds. 

800,000 
91,800 
90,000 

106,000 


96 
68 
60 
60 


MUXA 


602 
86 
68 
88 
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Expenditure  of  Ammunition. 


OOMMAmX 


Fourteenth  Army  oorpe. 
Twentieth  Army  corps.. 
Army  of  TewieeMe 

TWal 


Qune  Ccqftured  and  LosL 


PUkGIL 


Cblambla.., 
Chenw.... 
FayetteviUe, 
Averysboro. 
Baoton's.... 

Total 


GApnTnD  noM 
Ehbmt. 


No.  of  Gons. 
4S 

96 
8 


97 


homwrvB, 


NaofGaoB. 


Of  these  all  were  serviceable,  and  about  four- 
fifths  were  field  gims  of  recent  and  approved 
pattern. 

If  to  the  operations  of  your  armies,  the  le^ti- 
mate  fruits  of  which  they  really  are,  be  credited 
the  guns  captured  at  Charleston  and  Wilming- 
ton, (excluding  from  the  number  of  the  latter 
those  captured  at  Fort  Fisher  and  the  other 
forts  at  the  mouth  of  Gape  Fear  river),  the  total 
artillery  captured  during  the  past  ten  months  by 
troops  unoer  your  immediate  command  will  ex- 
ceecf  seven  hundred  guns. 

Throughout  the  campaign,  the  ammunition, 
fuses,  and  primers  proved  unusuallv  ^ood  and 
reliable,  the  only  mult  observed  bemg  sand 
cracks  and  insufficient  bursting  charges  in  a 
few  of  the  twenty-pounder  Parrott  projectiles, 
want  of  care  in  the  screwing  of  the  Bohrman 
fuse  in  forty-two-pounder  projectiles,  and  in- 
sufficient bursting  charges  in  many  of  the  Hotch- 
kiss  three-inch  shell  and  case  snot  Ammuni- 
tion and  fuses  received  from  St  Louis  arsenal 
appear  to  be  more  complained  of  (especially  the 
fuses)  than  that  received  from  other  places. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  eratified  to  be  able  to 
commend  the  -officers  and  men  for  attention  to 
their  duties  in  preparation  for  the  field,  and  for 
good  conduct  after  entering  it ;  for  tiie  details 
of  which  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the 
Bub-reports  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

The  services  of  the  following-named  officers 
give  evidence  of  industry,  intelligence,  and 
gallant  conduct,  and  entitie  them  to  notice  aqd 
reward: 

Major  Osbom,  First  New  York  artillery,  Chief 
of  Artillery,  Army  of  Tennessee ;  Major  Rey- 
nolds, First  New  York  artillery^  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery, Twentieth  Army  Qorps;  Major  Waterhouse, 
First  Illinois  Artillery,  Chief  of  ArtiDery,  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ross, 
First  Michigan  artillery.  Chief  of  Artillery,  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps ;  Ms^or  Houghtaling,  First 


Illinois  artiUery,  Chief  of  Artillery  Foorteeiith 
Army  Corps. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  each  of  these  ofllccn, 
who  have  also  served  faithfully  and  creditibl; 
through  the  Atlanta  and  Savannah  camptigm, 
be  recommended  for  promotion  by  brevet 

The  officers  of  ray  staff;  Major  Dickson,  Inspeo- 
tor  of  Artillerv  ;  Captain  Marshall,  Assistaat  Ad- 
jutant-General;  Captain  Merritt,  and  UentciiMit 
Verplanck,  Aides-de-camp,  at  all  times  performed 
cheerfully  and  well  the  duties  with  which  thej 
were  chsurged. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieot 
servant  Williaji  F.  Babrt, 

Br«T.  llaj.-OeD.,  Chief  oT  ArtOtaiy. 

Major-General  W.  T.   Shsrmak, 

Commanding  lOUtary  DtrtakNi  of  tlw  Mlwtiitlrr^ 

OOKBBPOKDBVOB. 

Wheeler  io  General  Howard, 

Gkabami,  8.  a,  Fobraary  7,1M 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  that 
if  the  troops  of  your  army  be  required  to  dis- 
continue burning  the  houses  of  our  dtisenB  1 
will  discontinue  burning  cotton. 

As  an  earnest  of  the  good  faith  in  which  mr 
proposition  is  tendered,  I  leave  at  this  pboe 
about  three  hundred  hsAw  cotton,  unhamed, 
worth,  in  New  York,  over  a  quarter  of  a  million, 
and  in  our  currency  one  and  a  h^  miliiona  I 
trust  my  having  oommenoed  will  cause  7011  to 
use  your  influence  to  ensure  the  aoo^tuice  of 
the  proposition  by  your  whole  army.  I 

I  trust  that  you  will  not  deem  it  impropff  for  j 
me  to  ask  that  you  will  require  the  troops  under 
your  command  to  discontinue  the  wantoo  de- 
struction of  property  not  necessary  for  liieir  I 
sustenance. 

Respectfully,  GeneraL 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Wheelkr,      I 

Major-General  0.  0.  Howard, 

United  StatM  Armjy  Oommaadki,  ic 
Answered  by  Cfeneral  Skemum. 


HiADQUiOtnn  MiutABT  DnmicKr  or  tub  ItasffOffi,! 
IiiiiiBFBU>,FM>niAi7  8,lS«.    j 

General  :  Yours,  addressed  to  GeoenJ  Ho4 
ard,  is  received  by  me.  I  hope  you  will  b^l 
all  cotton,  and  save  us  the  trouble.  We  dod 
want  it ;  and  it  has  proven  a  curse  to  oar  coal 
try.    All  you  don't  bum  I  wilL 

As  to  private  houses,  occupied  by  peacefj 
families,  my  orders  are  not  to  molest  or  distiir 
them,  and  I  think  my  orders  are  obeyed.  Vr 
cant  houses,  being  of  no  use  to  anybody,  I  cai 
little  about,  as  the  owners  have  mooght  tiid 
of  no  use  to  themselves.  I  don't  want  thel 
destroyed,  but  do  not  take  much  care  to  pH 
serve  them. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  &EBMII, 
lC^r-G«HaJ  OoauBWwiiBf • 
Major-General  J.  Wheeler, 

Oommandlng  Cavalry  Corps,  OoniMiralaimr- 
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Qtwrd  Sherman  to  Wade  Hampton. 
MnirAKT  DinsKRr  0P1RI  Itasnnpi 
n  m  Fuld,  Febmarj  94, 1866. 


HiAoqcAxnn  MnirAKT^DiTisioir  op  iri  Itasnnpn,  1 


Gixeeal:  It  18  officially  reported  to  me  that 
our  foraging  parties  are  murdered  after  capture, 
lod  labelled  '^eath  to  all  foragers."  One  in- 
gtince  of  a  lieutenant  and  seven  men  near  Ches- 
terrille,  and  another  of  twenty,  **  near  a  ravine 
eighty  rods  from  the  main  rokd/'  about  three 
milee  from  FeastersviUe,  I  have  oordered  a  sim- 
iltf  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be  dis- 
poaed  of  in  like  manner. 

I  bold  about  a  thousand  prisoners,  captured 
m  TarioQB  ways,  and  can  stand  it  as  long  as  you, 
but  1  hardly  think  these  murders  are  commit- 
ted with  your  knowledge,  and  would  suggest 
that  yoa  give  notice  to  the  people  at  large  that 
eroT  life  taken  by  them  simply  results  in  the 
deam  of  one  of  your  confederates. 

Of  coarse  von  cannot  question  my  right  to 
■forage  on  the  country."  It  is  a  war-right  as 
old  as  history.  The  manner  of  exercising  it 
Tiriea  with  circumstances,  and  if  the  civil  au- 
thorities will  supply  my  requisitions  I  will  forbid 
lU  foraging.  But  I  find  no  civil  authorities  who 
can  respond  to  caUs  for  forage  or  provisions, 
tberefbre  must  collect  directly  of  the  people.  I 
bare  do  doubt  this  is  the  occasion  of  much  mis- 
Mtayior  on  ^e  part  of  our  men,  but  I  cannot 
permit  an  enemy  to  judge,  or   punish  with 

I  vholeiale  morder. 

PeiBOQally  I  regret  the  bitter  feelings  engen- 
dt«d  by  this  war;  but  they  were  to  be  ex- 
P«cted;  and  I  simply  allege  that  those  who 

\  itnick  the  first  blow,  and  made*  war  inevitable, 
«»gbt  not,  in  ftdmees,  to  reproach  us  for  the 
»taral  consequences.  I  merely  assert  our  war- 
ti?iit  to  forage,  and  my  resolve  to  protect  my 
foiagerB  to  the  extent  of  life  for  life. 
I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedientservant 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
MiOor-Oeneral  (Tnited  Stales  Army. 
ueoteoant-Qeneral  Wadb  Hampton, 

Comnunding  Gavmlry  Fbrcea,  C.  a  A. 

Wade  HamptKM  to  General  Sherman. 

HBiJ>QaARnU  DT  TBB  FOU).  \ 

F9bniary27,18W.     / 

I  g^'^'^^^  •  Yonr  communication  of  the  twenty- 
worth  bst  reached  me  to-day.    In  it  you  state  | 
^  it  has  been  officially  reported  that  your  ■ 
fcnging  parties  are  **  murdered  "  after  capture.  ' 
Too  go  on  to  say  that  yon  have  "  ordered  a 
*aiW  nmnber  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be 

I  Japosed  of  in  like  manner ;"  tiiat  is  to  say,  you 
>>Te  ordered  a  number  of  Confederate  soldiers 

I  to  be  "murdered."     Tou  characterize    your  j 

I  *der  m  proper  terms,  for  the  public  voice,  even 
«  yotir  own  countxy,  where  it  seldom  dares  to 
•Jprets  itself  in  Tindication  of  trutii,  honor,  or 
J**»oe,  win  surely  agree  with  you  in  pronounc- 
es you  guilty  of  murder,  if  your  order  is  carried 
J*.  Before  dismissing  this  portion  of  your 
*tter,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  that  for  every  soldier 
rfoine  '^  murdered  **  by  you,  I  shall  have  exe- 


cuted at  once  two  of  yours,  giving,  in  all  cases, 
preference  to  any  officers  who  may  be  in  my 
tiands. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  you  make  regard- 
ing the  death  of  your  foragers,  I  have  omy  to 
say  that  I  know  nothing  of  it ;  that  no  orders 
given  by  me  authorize  the  kilUng  of  prisoners 
after  capture,  and  I  do  not  believe  my  men 
killed  any  of  yours  except  under  circumstances 
in  which  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper 
they  shoiUd  kill  them.  It  is  a  part  of  the  sys- 
tem of  the  thieves  whom  you  desi^ate  as  your 
foragers  to  fire  the  dwellings  of  mose  citizens 
whom  they  have  robbed.  To  check  this  inhn- 
naan  systemj  which  is  justly  execrated  by  every 
civilized  nation,  I  have  directed-my  men  to  shoot 
down  all  of  your  men  who  are  caught  burning 
houses.  This  order  shall  remain  m  force  so 
long  as  you  disgrace  the  profession  of  arms  by 
allowing  your  men  to  destroy  private  dweliii^. 

Yon  say  that  I  cannot,  of  course,  question 
your  right  to  forage  on  the  country.  **  It  is  a 
right  as  o\&ss  history."  I  do  not,  sir,  question 
this  right  But  there  is  a  right  older  even  than 
this,  and  one  more  inalienable — the  right  that 
every  man  has  to  defend  his  home,  and  to  protect 
those  who  are  dependent  on  him ;  and  from  my 
heart  I  wish  that  every  old  man  and  boy  in  my 
country,  who  can  fire  a  gun,  would  shoot  down, 
as  he  would  a  wild  beast,  the  men  who  are  deso- 
lating their  land,  burning  their  homes,  and 
insulting  their  women. 

You  are  particular  in  defining  and  claiming 
''war-rights.  May  I  ask  if  you  enumerate 
among  uiese  the  right  to  fire  upon  a  defenceless 
city  without  notice ;  to  bum  that  city  to  the 
^ound  after  it  had  been  surrendered  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  claimed,  though  in  vain,  that 
protection  which  is  always  accorded  in  civilized 
warfare  to  non-combatants ;  to  fire  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  citizens  after  robbing  them,  and  to 
perpetrate  even  darker  crimes  than  thes^^ 
crimes  too  black  to  be  mentioned. 

You  have  permitted,  if  you  have  not  ordered, 
the  commission  of  these  ofiences  a^inst  hiunan- 
ity  and  the  niles  of  war.  You  fired  into  the 
city  of  Columbia  without  a  word  of  warning, 
after  its  surrender  by  the  mayor,  who  demanded 
protection  to  private  property;  you  laid  the 
whole  city  in  ashes,  leaving  amidst  its  ruins 
thousands  of  old  men  and  helpless,  women  and 
children,  who  are  likely  to  perish  of  starvation 
and  exposure.  Your  line  of  march  can  be  traced 
by  the  lurid  light  of  burning  houses ;  and  in 
more  than  one  household  there  is  an  agony  far 
more  bitter  than  that  of  death.  The  Indian 
scalped  his  victim  regardless  of  age  or  sex,  but 
with  all  his  barbarity  he  always  respected  the 
persons  of  his  female  captives.  Your  soldiers, 
more  savage  than  the  Inaian,  insult  those  whose 
natural  protectors  are  absent. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  request  that 
whenever  you  have  any  of  my  men  "  murdered" 
or  *'  disposed  of" — ^for  the  terms  seem  synonym- 
ous with  yon — ^you  will  let  me  hear  of  it,  that  I 
may  know  what  action  to  take  in  the  matter. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  shall  hold  fifty-six  of  yomr 
men  as  hostages  for  those  whom  70a  have 
ordered  to  be  executed. 

I  am  yonrs,  kc^ 

Wade  Hampton, 

Lleateoant-Genonl 

Mijor-General  W.  T.  SHXBiuir,  U.  8.  A. 

Doa  45. 
GEKEBAIi  FLEASONTONS  KABRATIVK 
MtLWAUBB,  Wm^  October  U,  1866. 

7b  the  Honorable  B.  F.  Wade,  Chairman  of  ike 
Committee  on  ihe  Conduct  of  ike  War : 
Mr  Drar  Sill :  Aereeably  to  your  request,  I 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  jour  honorable 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  some  of 
tiie  prominent  feicts  that  came  under  my  obser- 
vation during  the  campaigns  in  which  I  was  en- 
ea^ed  in  the  late  war  01  rebellion,  and  which 
&id  any  bearing  on  their  success  or  failure. 

The  first  most  important  and  prominent  step 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  one  whose 
consequences  were  felt  to  the  end,  was  the  de- 
fective and  injurious  organization  given  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  winter  of  1861-62. 
It  was  most  unfortunate,  that  with  the  finest 
men  and  material  ever  furnished  to  any  army  of 
the  world,  that  army  should  have  been  organ- 
ized with  so  little  reference  to  the  rules  of  war 
governing  the  organization  of  armies. 

The  highest  military  authorities  have  laid 
down,  that  in  the  proper  organization  of  an 
army,  the  cavahy  should  form  one  fourth  to  one 
sixth  of  the  infantry  which  compose  it  This 
relation  of  the  cavalry  to  the  infmtry  is  so  im- 
portant, in  consequence  of  the  necessary  duties 
assigned  to  each  in  time  of  war,  that  it  may 
fairly  be  said  no  army  is  lit  to  take  the  field 
unless  these  two  arms  are  properly  organized, 
and  bear  the  proper  proportion  to  each  other 
with  respect  to  numbers.  And  it  is  also  a  strong 
fact,  which  the  war  has  demonstrated,  that  the 
more  cl5sely  these  proportions  are  observed 
throughout  the  campaign,  the  ereater  will  be 
|Jie  success,  and  the  greater  will  be  the  confi- 
dence reposed  by  the  troops  of  the  different 
arms  in  each  other,  which  greatly  tends  to  lighten 
their  most  arduous  duties.  It  is  a  vicious  organ- 
ization that  requires  the  in&ntry  to  supply  the 
deficiencies  of  service,  for  want  of  sufficient 
cavalry,  or  the  reverse ;  or  that  imposes  upon  a 
small  body  of  cavahy  &e  arduous  and  ruinous 
service  tmit  should  only  be  borne  by  thrice  their 
numbers. 

With  eighty  thousand  cavalry  on  the  pay- 
roUs  of  the  country  in  the  winter  of  1862,  the 
Army  of  the  Potoniao  was  kept  so  deplorably 
deficient  in  cavalry  as  to  be  unable  to  ascertain 
what  the  enemy  were  doing  at  Fairfax  and  Ma- 
nassas— ^were  unable  to  raise  the  blockade  of  the 
Potomac ;  and  the  rebels  had  finally  moved  avray 
from  those  places  in  the  spring,  before  our  army 
had  started  in  pursuit 
Does  any  one  now  assert  that  those  obstacles 


could  not  have  been  retaoved  by  twenty  tiioa- 
sand  cavalry,  properly  supported  by  that  anny  t 

So  little  interest  was  taken  in  the  (ngniza- 
tion,  support,  and  efficiency  of  the  cavalry,  that 
it  became  more  of  a  &rce  than  the  earnest  effiirt 
to  create  an  important  arm  to  advance  agaiost 
the  enemy. 

I  served  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
October,  1861,  until  Mutdi,  1864,  in  tiie  vanons 
capacities  of  regimental,  brigade,  division,  and 
corps  commander  of  cavalry.  My  anstaat 
ttieme  was  the  proper  increase  and  or^amsatioii 
of  the  cavalry,  "and  fi'om  what  has  smce  been 
done  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  fonned  at 
that  time,  that  if  the  proper  steps  had  been 
taken  that  winter  of  1862,  a  superb  cavalry 
corps  could  have  been  organized  by  the  ^ring ; 
in  which  event  the  Peninsula  campakn,  one  of 
the  bad  consequences  resulting  from  menegl^ 
of  the  cavalry,  would  not  have  been  forced 
on  us.  McCleUan  dreaded  the  rebel  cavalry, 
and  supposed  that  by  placing  his  army  on  a 
peninsula,  witii  a  deep  river  on  each  side,  he 
was  ^e  from  that  arm  of  the  enemy ;  but  the 
htmiiliation  on  the  Chickahominy  of  having  1 
few  thousand  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ride^  ooiih 
pletely  round  his  army,  and  the  ignommioos 
retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing,  are  additional 
instances  in  support  of  the  maxim  that  a 
General  who  disregards  the  roles  of  war  finds 
himself  overwhelmed  by  the  consequences  of 
such  neglect  when  the  crisis  of  battle  followB. 

While  the  cavahy  arm  was  thus  n^ected 
in  the  organization  of  tiie  army,  the  mfiizitry 
force,  which  was  upward  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  men,  was  kept  in  divisioiiB  un- 
til me  army  entered  the  field  in  die  sprii^, 
when  the  corps  formation  was  adopted ;  but  so 
indiffierently,  however,  that  the  command  of  Ihe 
corps  feu  upon  officers  of  no  higher  mde  than 
that  of  Brigeidier-G^nend.  This  cardessneas  of 
assignment  by  rendering  every  high  officer  un- 
certain of  the  position  he  held,  was  a  Cniitfiil 
source  of  the  jealousies  and  dissensiooa  that 
afterward  occurred  among  the  commanders  in 
this  army,  and  which  did  so  much  to  retard  and 
frustrate  tiie  best-devised  plans  that  were 
attempted  to  be  executed,  and  taken  in  conneo- 
tion  with  the  useless  superabundance  of  artil- 
lery with  which  at  that  time  the  army  was  sop- 
plied,and  which  was  without  higher  organisation 
than  that  of  the  battery,  added  to  the  other 
causes  mentioned,  prevented  that  unity  of 
action,  ^mpactness,  confidence,  mobiUty,  coor- 
age,  energy  and  enterprise,  in  the  army,  which 
is  so  essential  in  the  prosecution  of  sacoessfol 
warfiare. 

General  Hooker  was  the  first  commander  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  exhibit  a  conrect 
appreciation  of  organization  in  an  army.  He 
consolidated  and  increased  his  cavah-y,  organ- 
ized them  into  a  corps,  supplied  them  with 
artillery,  and  was  rewarded  by  some  distin- 
guished service,  that  made  the  march  of  his 
army  a  triumph  hom^  Falmouth  to  FVederidc 
City. 
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The  campaign  oi  Grettjabnig  which  he  com- 
menced so  bruliantly,  was  afterward  conducted 
b/  his  successor  with  such  results  as  to  pro- 
dace  the  deepest  mortification  throughout  the 
country.  The  doubt,  hesitation,  and  fear  of 
coQse(^uences  displayed  by  General  Meade  was 
in  stnkii^  contrast  to  the  heroic  valor  so 
constantly  and  stubbornly  exhibited  by  the 
army.  Never  did  the  cavalry,  though  few^  in 
numbers  for  the  labors  assi^ed  them,  perform 
more  brilliant  and  successful  deeds  of  arms 
tiian  those  which,  after  the  battle  of  Grettys- 
borg,  brought  to  bay  a  shattered,  baffled  and 
beaten  army  at  Falling  Waters,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac,  in  July,  1863!  The  army  was 
eaeer  for  the  attack,  they  knew  the  end  of  the 
rebellion  was  within  their  grasp^  but  (heir  com- 
mcmder.  General  Meade,  receivme  no  inspira- 
tion from  their  genius,  only  held  them  back 
until  the  enemy  nad  escaped.  The  same  fear 
of  consequences  which  animated  General 
Meade,  caused  the  army  to  tall  back  from  Cul- 
pepper to  Centreville,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  when 
the  rebels  advanced  and  took  from  the  cam- 
paign of  Gettysburg  whatever  might  have  been 
clamied  for  it  on  the  score  of  generalship,  and 
the  Mine  Run  campaign  showed  so  plainly  that 
General  Meade  was  deficient  in  the  qualities 
required  for  a  commander,  that  it  was  not  sur- 
prisiug  to  see  Lieutenant-Genend  Grant  a  short 
time  after,  assume  the  personal  direction  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

It  is  a  very  important  fact,  that  the  numbers  of 
&e  cavahry  in  that  Arm^  were  then  more  nearly 
in  the  proper  proportion  to  those  of  the  in- 
hntcy  than  at  any  other  time  in  its  history ;  and 
the  noble  record  of  the  cavalry  and  of  the  Army, 
wbOe  under  General  Grant,  can  consequently  be 
accepted  as  one  of  the  results  of  observing  that 
important  principle  of  war — the  proper  organ- 
isation of  an  army. 

In  reviewing  this  subject,  it  is  weD  to  ob- 
serve that  the  success  of  tiie  rebel  army  in 
Virginia,  for  the  first  two  years  of  the  war,  was 
mainly  doe  to  its  superior  organization,  and  to 
the  splendid  corps  of  caval^  it  was  able  to 
maintain.  That  army  was  not  hampered  with 
a  Borphis  of  artillery,  and  its  numerous  and  ef- 
ficient cavalry  kept  its  commander  well  informed 
of  our  movements ;  but  when  the  casualties  of  war 
reduced  this  cavalry  faster  than  they  coidd  re- 
place them — which  was  the  case  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  1863 — the  Army  was  soon  thrown 
upon  the  defensive,  from  which  it  was 
never  after  able  to  recover.  We,  then,  deduce 
the  following  facts :  that  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac was  better  organized  in  the  later  periods 
of  the  war  than  at  the  beginninfl; ;  while  the  re- 
verse was  the  case  with  the  rebel  armv.  The 
nccesses  of  either  army  bore  a  marked  corre- 
tpondenoe  to  its  superior  organization  to  that  of 
its  opponent,  at  the  time  of  achievement  The 
question  then  recurs,  could  not  the  war  have 
been  much  sooner  closed  by  giving  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  a  proper  organization  at  the  be- 
ginning? 


The  Government  should  now  decide  this 
question ;  and  if  responded  to  In  the  affirmative, 
make  the  neceasarv  corrections  to  prevent  simi- 
lar evils  in  our  military  system  hereafter. 

OAJCPAION  OF  THB  PENINSULA. 

In  the  campaign  of  the  Peninsula  I  pom- 
manded  the  Second  regiment  of  United  States 
cavalry,  until  the  Army  arrived  at  Hi^rison's 
landing,  when  I  was  made  a  Brigadier-General 
of  volunteers,  and  commanded  a  bri^n^de  of 
cavalry  in  the  second  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  on 
the  fifth  of  August,  1862,  and  also  covered  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Army  from  the  Peninsula. 

Throughout  this  campa^  there  was  a  decided 
want  of  vigor  in  the  con&ct  of  the  Army,  and 
the  first  great  mistake  was  made  in  permitting 
the  rebels  to  occupy  and  reinforce  xorktown, 
before  taking  possession  of  it  Some  thirty 
days'  delay  occurred  in  laying  siege  to  York- 
town,  when  it  might  have  been  taken  by  as- 
sault the  first  few  days  after  the  Army  arrived 
before  it  At  all  events  the  importance  of  time 
at  that  period  was  such  as  to  make  an  attefnpt 
worthy  of  a  trial 

The  time  lost  at  Yorktown,  and  on  the  Chick- 
ahominy,  gave  the  rebels  an  opnortunity  to 
gather  their  forces  to  defend  Riciimond ;  and 
we  error  committed  in  placing  ihe  Army  on 
both  sides  of  the  Chiclzahominy  enabled  the 
enenriv  to  cripple  first  our  left  wing  on  Fair  Oaks 
and  Qeven  Pines,  and  afterward  our  right  wing 
at  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines*  Mill ;  and  by  the 
moral  effect  of  these  partial  actions  caused  the 
Army  to  retreat  to  James  river.  There  appear- 
ed no  disposition  throughout  this  campaign  to 
bring  the  entire  Army  mto  action  as  an  army : 
there  was  no  controlling  spirit  so  decidedly 
strong  as  to  effect*  the  necessarv  concert  of  ac- 
tion in  the  different  portions  of  the  Army,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  battles  that  took  place  re 
suited,  from  the  enemy's  successively  massing 
heavier  forces  on  our  detached  corps,  which 
were  outnumbered,  beaten  in  detail,  aiid  com- 
pelled to  retreat 

It  has  been  claimed  that  more  troops  should 
have  been  furnished  the  Army  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  Bichmond ;  but  the  facts  of  me  case 
do  not  support  this  assertion,  as  the  troops  that 
were  in  the  Army  were  never  all  used,  and 
fought  in  connection  with,  and  in  support  of 
each  other,  as  should  have  been  done.  To  have 
increased  these  large  masses,  without  material 
change  in  the  manner  of  fighting  them  from 
that  which  had  been  adopted,  would  not  have 
changed  the  ultimate  result  from  what  it  was, 
and  would  have  only  added  to  the  embarrass- 
ments which  already  existed. 

Besides  the  causes  abready  mentioned,  there 
were  numerous  oversights  and  neglects,  bearing 
upon  discipline,  and  whidi  also  had  a  serious 
influence  upon  the  success  of  the  campaign. 
Very  little  was  done  to  excite  the  energy,  emu- 
lation, and  enthusiasm  of  the  troops,  while  some 
measures  were  adopted  that  had  a  decided  ten- 
dencsy  to  diminish  these  necessary  qualities  in  a 
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marked  d^ree.  At  Yorktown,  an  order  from 
the  headquarters  prohibited  all  music  by  bands, 
and  all  calls,  by  either  drums  or  bugles ;  and 
they  were  not  resumed  until  after  the  army  had 
arrived  at  Harrison's  landing. 

When  the  large  masses  of  men  which  com- 
posed the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  moving 
among  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy,  with- 
out any  of  the  enhvening  sounds  of  martial  music, 
or  the" various  well-known  calls  of  an  army  life, 
the  e£fect  was  very  depressing,  and  caused  the 
soldiers  to  exaggerate  the  issue  that  required  of 
them  to  lose  the  most  agreeable  part  of  their 
profession. 

The  army,  however,  had  gone  to  the  Penin- 
sula very  enthusiastic ;  the  soldiers  alwa3r8  ear- 
.nest  and  fiuthful  in  ihe  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties, and  although  the  field  for  the  campaign 
had  been  badly  selected,  and  there  were  numer- 
ous drawbacks  to  disappoint  their  hopes,  tiiere 
were  also  several  occasions  won  by  their  valor, 
when'  a  bold,  determined,  resolute  conmiander 
could  have  forced  the  result  tp  a  successful 
issue. 

OAMPAIGN  or  AMTIBTAIC. 

In  this  campaign  I  commanded  the  cavalry 
division  of  the  army,  and  took  the  advance  from 
Washington  City  tnrough  Maryland,  and  until 
the  field  of  Antietam  was  reached,  when  I  fought 
my  command  in  front  of  the  bridee  leading  from 
Keedysville  to  Sharpsbure,  and  held  the  centre 
of  our  army  throughout  the  battle.  The  same 
mistakes  were  made  in  this  campaign  that  char- 
acterized that  of  the  Peninsula :  me  army  was 
not  moved  with  sufficient  rapidity  or  vigor  from 
the  Peninsula,  or  through  Maryland,  and  the 
enemy  was  again  given  time  to  prepare  and 
concentrate.  When  the  battle  was  delivered  it 
was  fought  by  detached  commands,  in  such 
positions  as  to  be  unable  to  give  or  receive  as- 
sistance from  each  other.  Hooker.  Franklin, 
and  Sumner's  corps  were  on  the  rignt,  too  dis- 
tant to  receive  support  from  the  rest  of  tiie  forces, 
while  Bumside's  force  was  on  the  left,  at  least 
three  miles  from  where  my  command  was,  with- 
out any  troops  being  between  us,  and  with 
Antietam  creek,  which  was  not  fordable,  behind 
us.  Fitz  John  Porter's  corps  was  behind  my 
position,  a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Antietam  creek,  as  a  reserve,  but  it  was  never 
brought  into  action  except  in  small  squads. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  our  army 
labored  under  from  these  arrangements,  a  deci- 
sive victory  could  have  been  won  at  four  o'clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, if  a  strong  attack  had  been  made  on  Sharps- 
burg  from  our  centre.  My  command  had  cleared 
the  enemy  from  my  front,  and  were  in  high  spir- 
its, while  the  stubborn  fighting  of  the  armv  gen- 
erally had  told  fearfully  upon  the  rebels.  I 
therefore  recommended  this  attack,  and  request- 
ed to  be  permitted  to  take  the  initiative  in  it 
The  proposition  was  not  approved  and  I  was 
directed  to  hold  the  position  I  then  had.  The 
enemy  were  then  bo  far  off,  falling  back,  my 


guns  could  not  reach  them,  and  thebatde  ended 
so  far  as  my  command  was  concerned.  On  the 
next  day,  the  array  was  not  permitted  to  a^l- 
vance,  and  on  the  nineteenth  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Potomac  and  escaped.  The  rebel 
army  had  suffered  so  much  more  tiian  ooeb  in 
this  campaign,  and  their  ammunition  was  so 
much  exhausted,  that  I  was  convinced  a  rapid 
and  energetic  pursuit  would  have  rooted  diem, 
if  it  had  not  caused  Lee  himself  to  surrender. 
Colonel  Davis,  of  the  Eightii  New  York  cavalry, 
had,  before  the  battTeToestroyed  all  the  ammu- 
nition belonging  to  Longstreet's  corps,  and  the 
heavy  demands  of  the  fight  had  nearly  exhausted 
the  supply  for  the  rest  of  their  army.  This, 
with  the  disappointment  of  the  rebel  soldiers  at 
the  failure  of  their  enterprise  to  invade  Penn- 
sylvania, were  advantages  which  should  not 
have  been  thrown  away. 

Another  opportunity  for  success  was  offered 
when  the  army  was*  at  Warrenton,  in  the  fall  of 

1862.  The  rebel  force  was  then  divided.  Long- 
street,  and  A.  P.  Hill,  with  their  corps,  being  at 
Culpepper,  while  Stonewall  Jackson  and  D.  H. 
Hill  were  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  at  Front 
RoyaL 

By  crushing  Lonffstreet  at  Culpepper,  the 
army  would  cripple  that  of  the  rebels,  and  would 
cut  it  off  from  Richmond.  Culpepper  should 
have  been  occupied.  It  was  at  this  time  that ! 
General  Bumside  assumed  command  of  the 
army,  and  unfortunately  decided  to  march  on 
Fredericksburg. 

THE  FBBDEBIOKSBURO  OAMPAIOir. 

The  details  of  that  campaign  have  already 
been  so  thoroughly  examined  by  your  honorable 
committee,  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  said  in 
reference  to  it  except,  perhaps,  that  the  cavaby 
bore  no  prominent  part  in  it 

GiMPAION  OF  CfBANOBLLORSVILLX. 

In  this  campaign,  my  command  was  the  First 
cavalry  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
the  First  brigade  of  which,  during  the  battle,  was 
with  Grenend  Stoneman  on  his  raid  toward 
Richmond,  in  rear  of  Lee's  army.  With  oot 
brigade,  I  preceded  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
corps  as  far  as  ChancellorsviUe.  The  mov^ 
ments  of  the  FifA,  Eleventh,  and  Twelfth  corps 
across  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  riven 
were  very  fine  and  masterly,  and  were  executed 
with  such  secrecy  that  the  enemy  were  not 
aware  of  them.    For,  on  the  thirtieth  of  Aprflt 

1863,  I  captured  a  courier  from  GreneralLee, 
commanding  the  rebel  army,  bearing  a  despatdi 
from  General  Lee  to  General  Anderson,  and 
written  only  one  hour  before,  stating  to  Geoail 
Anderson  he  had  just  been  informed  we  had 
crossed  in  force,  when,  in  fact,  our  three  cores 
hsA  been  south  of  the  Rapidan  river  the  ni^ 
previous,  and  were  then  only  five  miles  froffl 
ChancellorsviOe. 

The  brilliant  success  of  these  preparatoiy 
movements,  I  was  under  the  impression,  g*^ 
Genera]  Hooker  au  undue  confidence  as  to  hii 
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bemg  mister  of  the  situation,  and  aU  the  neces- 
Miy  steps  were  not  taken  on  his  arrival  at 
GfaaiceQorBTilie  to  ensure  complete  success. 

Ibe  country  aroond  ChanceUorsTLUe  was  too 
GTuiped  to  admit  of  oar  whole  armj  being 
properly  developed  there,  and  two  corps,  the 
Beventh  and  Twelfth,  shoold  have  been  thrown, 
00  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  to  Spptt- 
^brania  Gonrt-Honse,  with  orders  to  intrench, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  army  should  have 
been  di^Kwed  so  as  to  support  them.  This 
would  have  compelled  Genend  Lee  to  attack 
Mr  whole  force,  or  retire  with  his  flank  ex- 
posed—a dangerous  operation  in  war— or  else, 
zemain  in  position,  and  receive  the  attack  of 
Sedgwidc  in  rear  and  Hooker  in  front ;  a  still 
worse  dilemma. 

Id  the  third  day's  fiffhtat  GhanceUorsville, 
General  Hooker  was  ba(fly  stunned  by  the  con- 
cusrion  of  a  shell  against  a  post  near  which  he 
was  standing,  and  &om  which  he  did  not  re- 
oover  sufBdentlv  during  the  battle  to  resume  the 
froper  command  of  the  army.  The  plan  of  this 
campaign  was  a  bold  one,  and  was  more  judi- 
eioos  £an  was  generally  supposed,  from  the 
krge  force  General  Hooker  had  at  his  com- 
Bud.  There  is  always  one  disadvantage,  how- 
•rer,  attuiding  the  sending  off  of  large  detach- 
■sots  near  the  da;f  of  battle.  War  is  such  an 
aooertain  game,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected 
that  all  of  the  details  in  the  best^levised  plans 
viU  meet  with  success,  and  unless  a  genersd  is 
pr^Mred  and  expects  to  replace  at  onoB^  hj  new 
cunbinations,  such  parts  oi  his  plans  as  mil,  he 
wiU  be  defeated  in  his  campaigpi ;  and  as  these 
dttuges  are  <^n  rapid,  he  cannot  include  his 
£atant  detachments  in  his  new  plans  with  any 
certainty,  and  the  doubt  their  absence  creates 
radacet  the  army  he  can  depend  on  to  tiie  ac- 
tual number  of  men  he  has  in  hand.  If  Gen- 
eral Hooker  had  not  been  injured  at  the  com- 
mcement  of  die  final  battle,  I  am  not  certain 
b  ipleodid  fighting  qualities  would  not  have 
woo  for  him  the  victory.  It  was  in  this  battle 
ftat,  witii  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  twen- 
44wo  pieoes  of  artUlery,  I  checked  the  attack 
i  the  rebel  General  Stonewall  Jackson,  after  he 
U  routed  the  Eleventh  corps. 

Jackson  had  been  moving  his  corps  of  twen- 
^ve  or  thirty  thousand  men  through  the 
woods  throughout  the  day  of  the  second  of 
May,  1863.  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  our 
nj,  and  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he 
itraek  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Eleventh  corps 
with  one  of  those  characteristic  attacks  that 
Bade  the  rebel  armv  so  terrible  when  he  was 
vith  ity  aod  whioh  was  lost  to  them  in  his 


Id  a  very  short  time  he  doubled  np  tiie  Elev- 
Mk  ooqM  into  a  disordered  mass,  which  soon 
•Mritt  safety  in  flight 

My  coaunand  of  three  cavalry  regiments  and 
oae  battMy  of  six  guns  happened  to-  be  near 
ft*  scene,  aod  perceiving  at  a  glance  that  if 
this  root  was  not  checked  the  ruin  of  the  whole 
>naj  would  be  involved  I  immediately  ordered 


one  of  my  regiments  to  charge  the  woods  from 
which  the  rebels  were  issuing,  and  hold  them 
until  1  could  bring  some  guns  into  position ; 
then,  charging  several  sauadrons  into  our  flying 
masses,  to  clear  ground  for  my  battery,  it  was 
brought  up  at  a  run,  while  staff  ofiScers  and 
troops  were  despatched  to  seize  from  the  rout 
all  the  guns  possible.  The  brilliant  diarge  of 
the  regiment  into  the  woods  detained  the  rebels 
some  ten  minutes,  but  in  that  short  time,  such 
was  the  energy  displayed  b^  my  command,  I 
placed  in  line  twenty-two  pieces  of  artillery, 
double-shotted  with  canister,  and  aimed  low, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  cavahry  supporting 
them. 

Dusk  was  now  rapidly  approaching,  with  an 
apparent  lull  in  the  nght,  wnen  heavy  masses  of 
men  could  be  seen  on  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
havine  a  single  flag,  and  that  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  while  at  the  same  time  they  cried 
out:  "  Don't  shoot,  we  are  friends!" 

In  an  instant  an  aide-de-camp  galloped  out  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  when  a  withering  fire  of 
musketry  was  opened  on  us  by  this  very  gallant 
foe,  who  now  dropped  our  ensign,  cusplayed 
ten  or  twelve  rebel  oattle-flags,  and  witn  loud 
yells  charf^ed  the  guns.  I  then  gave  the  com- 
mand, "•  Fire  1"  and  the  terrible  volley,  delivered 
at  less  than  two  hundred  yards'  distance,  caused 
the  thick,  moving  masses  of  the  enemy  to  stag- 
ger, cease  from  yeUing,  and  for  a  moment  dis- 
continue their  musket  fire;  but  |hey  were  in 
such  numbers,  hfd  such  an  indomitable  leader, 
and  they  had  so  gpreat  a  prize  within  their  reach, 
that  they  soon  r^ed,  and  came  on  again  with 
increased  energy  and  force,  to  be  met  by  the  ar- 
tillery, served  weU  and  rapidly,  and  with  such 
advantage  that  the  rebels  were  never  able  to 
make  a  permanent  lodgement  at  the  guns,  which 
many  of  their  adventurous  spirits  succeeded  in 
reaching.  This  fight  lasted  about  an  hour, 
when  a  final  charge  was  made  and  repulsed, 
when  they  sullenly  retired  to  the  woods. 

It  was  at  this  time  thai  General  Jackson  was 
mortally  wounded ;  and  as  the  rebel  authorities 
have  published  that  he  had  been  killed  by  his 
own  men,  I  shall  mention  some  facts  of  so 
strong  a  character  as  to  refute  this  statement 

Soon  after  the  last  attack,  I  captured  some  of 
the  rebel  soldiers  in  the  woods,  and  they  told 
me  it  was  Jackson's  corps  that  had  made  this 
fight ;  that  Jackson  himself  had  directed  it,  and 
had  been  mortally  wounded,  and  that  their  loss 
was  very  heavy. 

I  have  since  met  rebel  ofiBoers  who  were  then 
engaged,  and  they  corroborated  the  above  state- 
ment, and  they  added  that  it  was  known  and 
believed  by  Jackson's  men  that  he  had  been 
mortaUv  wounded  by  our  fire.  Again,  one  of  my 
own  officers,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  that 
engagement,  told  me,  after  he  was  exchanged, 
that  ne  had  been  taken  up  to  Jackson  soon 
after  his  capture ;  that  Jackson  questioned  him 
about  our  force,  and  that  he  was  then  not  for 
from  our  lines.  This  clearly  proves  that  Jack* 
son  was  on  the  field  in  command,  and  had  not 
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been  wounded  np  to  and  until  after  the  figlit 
had  commenoed.  Now,  whey  it  is  remembered 
the  entire  front  of  my  line  did  not  occupy  six 
hundred  yards ;  that  the  opposing  forces  were 
in  open  ground,  not  three  hundred  yards  from 
eac^  other,  and  so  close  that  no  reconnoissance 
in  front  was  necessary  by  an  officer  of  Jack- 
son's rank ;  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
fact  tiiat  the  fierce  attadcs  characteristic  of  the 
man  did  not  cease  until  he  was  wounded,  and 
were  not  renewed  after  he  was,  the  conclasion 
is  simple,  natural,  and  forcible  that  Jackson 
commanded  aod  fell  in  his  attack  on  our  guns* 
tn  justice  to  the  high  character  as  a  general  of 
JacKson,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  had  he  not  been 
wounded,  and  had  made  another  attack,  as  he 
undoubtedly  would  have  done,  he  would  have 
carried  my  position ;  for  my  losses  had  already 
disabled  more  than  half  my  guns,  and  the  few 
tiiat  were  left  could  have  eauly  been  overpow- 
ered. 

There  seemed  a  providential  interference  in 
Jackson's  removal  at  the  critical  time  in  which 
it  occurred,  for  the  position  fought  for  by  him 
commanded  and  enfiladed  our  whole  army ;  and 
had  he  won  it  on  the  rout  of  the  Eleventh 
corps,  the  disaster  to  uq  would  have  been  ir- 
reparable. 

OAJfPAXQN  or  GETTTSBUBG. 

I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  cavalry  corps, 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  made  a  Mi^'or- 
General  of  volunteers,  after  the  battle  of  Chan- 
celloreville,  and  the  campaign  of  Grettysburg 
began  by  my  attacking  the  rebel  cavalry  at 
Beverly  ford  on  the  lUppahannock  river,  on 
the  ninth  of  June,  1863.  The  rebels  were  de- 
feated, and  very  important  information  was  ob- 
tained relative  to  their  proposed  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania,  upon  which  General  Hooker 
acted  immediately,  and  moved  his  army  toward 
Maryland.  On  tiie  seventeenth,  the  nineteenth 
and  the  twenty-first  of  June,  1863,  I  again 
attacked  the  rebels  at  Aldie,  at  Middleburg  and 
UpperviUe,  with  such  succees,  that  General 
liCe  abandoned  his  design  of  crossing  the  Po- 
tomac at  Poolesvjlle^  and  moved  the  bulk  of 
his  army  to  Hs^erstown,  by  the  way  of  Wil- 
Himisport,  and  from  thence  to  Ghambersburg. 
When  our  army  had  arrived  at  Frederick  City, 
General  Hooker  was  relieved  from  the  command 
and  General  Meade  was  assigned  in  his  place. 
General  Hooker  left  the  army  in  fine  condition 
and  discipline,  and  well  in  hand,  and  he  had  the 
oonfidence  of  the  troops  in  his  ability  to  com- 
mand them. 

General  Meade  sent  for  me  soon  after  his  as- 
aigument,  and  in  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
oampaign,  I  mentioned  that  from  myVnowledge 
of  we  country,  obtained  the  year  before  in  the 
Antietam  campaign,  I  considered  the  result  of 
the  present  one  depended  entirely  upon  which 
oi  the  two  armies  nrst  obtained  possession  of 
Gettysburg,  as  that  was  so  strong  a  position 
tiiat  either  army,  by  holding  it,  could  defeat  the 
9tber;  that  General  Lee  knew  this,  and  woul4 


undoubtedly  make  for  it  -But  m  tiie  dispo- 
sition of  the  army  for  the  march,  I  saw  mx 
General  Meade  did  not  attach  that  importenoe 
to  the  subject  that  it  deserved,  and  that  be  ww 
more  impressed  with  the  idea  tiiat  Lee  intieiided 
crossing  the  Susquehanna  riv^,  and  aooording- 
ly  threw  the  bulk  of  his  army  too  Car  to  the 
east  of  Gettysburg.  Seeing  this  I  directed 
Gefkeral  Buford,  who  commanded  the  First 
cavalry  division,  and  who  was  ordeied  to  Get^ 
tysburg,  to  hold  that  place  at  all  hazards  unti] 
our  inuntry  could  come  up.  Buford  arriTed  at 
Gettysburg  on  the  night  of  the  thirde^  of 
June,  1863,  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  asd 
moved  out  the  next  day  very  ear\y,  about  fov 
miles  on  the  Cashtown  road,  when  he  met  A.  P. 
Hill's  cor{{s  of  the  enemy,  thir^  thousand 
strong,  moving  down  to  occupy  Gett^^uig; 
I^ee  wus  doing  exactly  whai  I  informed  Geneol 
Meade  he  would  do.  Buford  witii  his  foo 
thousand  cavalry  attacked  Hill,  and  for  four 
hours  splendidly  resisted  his  advance,  UDtd 
Reynolds  and  Howard  were  able  to  hurry  to 
the  Geld  and  give  their  assistance.  To  the  in- 
trepidity,  courage    and    fidelity    of    G^ienl 


epidity, 
uford,  a 


and  his  brave  division,  the  country  and 


the  army  owe  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg. 

His  unequal  fight  of  four  thousand  men 
against  eignt  times  their  numbers,  and  his 
saving  the  field,  made  Buford  the  true  hero  of 
that  battle. 

While  this  terrible  fight  of  the  first  day  wis 
raging,  having  been  commenoed  by  Buford  ia 
tiie  morning,  and  continued  by  Reync^  and 
Howard  in  the  evening;  General  Meade  was 
seventeen  miles  off,  at  Tarrytown,leiBurQly  plan- 
ning a  line  of  battle  on  some  obscure  cre^  ia 
another  direction ;  when  he  was  aroused  bv  a 
despatch  from  Buford  through  me,  stating  m 
Reynolds  was  killed,  the  field 
disordered,  and  if  he  expected  to  save  it  tha 
army  must  be  moved  up  at  once.  The  differasl 
corps  were  then  directed  to  march  on  Grettjt* 
burg,  but  some  were  so  distant,  Sedgwick's  m 
particular,  that  it  did  not  arrive  on  the  field  ontfl 
sundown  of  the  second  of  July,  aftw  ^^^ 
marched  thirty-five  miles.  General  Me^e  dai 
not  himself  reach  the  field  until  one  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  second^  long  after  the  fint 
day's  fight  had  been  brought  to  a  close. 

On  the  second  of  July,  1863,  that  portioD  of 
the  arm^  that  was  on  tiie  field  was  placed  in 
a  defensive  position,  but  General  Meade  had  so 
little  assurance  in  his  own  ability  to  maiDtaia 
himself,  or  in  the  streuffth  of  his  position,  thai 
when  the  rebels  partially  broke  our  line  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  second,  he  directed  me  to  oolr 
lect  what  cavalry  I  could  and  prepare  to  cevec 
the  retreat  of  the  army ;  and  I  was  thus  engaged 
until  twelve  o'clock  that  night  I  mention  um 
fact  now,  because  when  I  was  before  your  honh 
orable  Committee,  and  was  asked  the  que8tioii| 
whether  General  Meade  ever  had  any  ide^fli 
retreating  from  Gettysburg,  I  answered  that  I 
did  not  remember;  the  above  droumstaooe  at 
that  time  being  out  of  my  mind^  and  it  wi| 
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9^  afterward  recalled  by  my  stafif  officers  on 
WS  ntam  to  eamp.    On  the  third  of  Joly,  1863. 
Ika  hat  day  of  ttie  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
innediately  after  the  final  repulse  of  the  rebels, 
I  «ged  Gooeral  Meade  to  adyanoe  bis  whole 
wnj  and  attack  them ;   bat   he   refused  to 
4o  so   <|uit6  angrily,  and  his  remarks  show- 
fi  he  did  not  or  would  not  understand    the 
tfrats   that   were    occurring     around    him. 
Hs   direoted   oie   to   send  uxe    cavalry  aud 
tipartftin  if  the  enemy  were  retreating,  which 
yfm  d<m%  at  once,  but   as  the  cavalry  was 
at  some  distance  from  the  army,  it  was  not  un^ 
fi  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  that  the  first 
report  of  the  cavalry  on  the  Cashtown  road  was 
nedved,  showing  the  enemy  were  twenty-two 
■iles  off^  and  getting  away  as  fast  as  they  could. 
He  cavalry  was  continued  in  'piursnit,  but  tiie 
Maainder  of  the  army  did  not  leave  Gettysburg 
\  tr  several  days  after  the  rebels  had  left,  and 
Tflce  dien  moved  in  such  a  leisurely  manner  as 
Ift  show  no  great  anxiety  by  the  commander  to 
•vertake  the  rebels.     Very  unexpectedly,  to 
fte  army  and  to  the  rebels,  the  neavv  rains 
SHsed  ttie  Potomac  to  rise  so  rapidly  that  Lee 
toald  not  cross,  and  he  was  again  brought  face 
[  to  &oe  with  tiie  Army  of  the  rotomac  at  Falling 
Water.    Svery  military  reason  demanded  that 
iM  rebeb  should  be  immediately  attacked ;  for 
iftff  tiie  three  days  heavy  fighting  at  Gettysburg, 
it  was  a  moderate  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  that 
Iha  rebels  were  short  of  ammunition  and  could 
•ot  BQstain  a  protracted  fight    (General  Lee  ad- 
mitted this  afterward  in  his  official  report,  and 
C^eotad  to  be  attacked ;    when  he  says,  **  our 
vtiBfiffy  bavinf^  nearly  e^[>ended  its  amrauni- 
fioB,*  ttftd  again,  **  the  enemy  in  force  reached 
mm  6noni  on  the  twelfth.    A  position  had  been 
Mnoualy  selected  to  cover  the  Potomac  firom 
tafiamsport  to  Filing  Water,  and  an  attack 
mm  awaited  during  that  and  the  succeeding  day. 
lUi  <fid  not  take  place,  though  the  two  armies 
we  in  dose  proximity,  the  enemy  being  oo- 
fapied  in  fortilying  his  own  lines."     The  army 
ti  liie  Potomac  having  had  all  its  wants  sup- 
|ied  since  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  ^nd  with 
WB  prestige  of  that  battle,  was  eager  for  the 
%M»  aod  was  in  good  condition  for  it      Here 
Qenml  Meade  again  refused  to  attack,  and 
vaited  a  whole  di^  until  the  rebels  had  suo* 
tteded  in  orooaing  the  river,  and  had  again  es- 
tamtdm 

TIm  army  thus  lost  the  firuits  of  all  its  ardu- 
«B  toila,  struggles  and  triumphs,  and  the  coun- 
fcyhad  •ataued  upon  it  a  prolont^ed  war  for 
two  years  more,  witii  its  innumerable  sacrifices 
tfbtoodand  treasove. 

&  reviewing  the  battle  and  campaign  of 
(IsHjaburg,  iHien  we  notioe  that  Genenrf  Meade 
«■  abaeot  from  the  field  on  the  first  d%ya'  fight, 
feifthe  was  ocoapied  with  the  idea  of  retreat- 
%  OB  tiM  second  day ;  and  that  after  his  iqdom- 
laUa  army  hkl  repulsed  and  badly  beaten  the 
aiii  army  on  the  third  day,he  refused  to  allow 
isB  to  Gonqplete  their  vistory  ;  and  still  later, 
y^m  Ibrtaoe  again  nnezpeotedly  throst  the 


rebels  into  his  power  at  Falling  Water,  he  dog- 
gedly refused  to  fight,  but  waited  until  they 
could  e8CS4)e ;  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion, 
(hat  General  Meade  was  unable  to  fight  tiie 
Armv  of  the  Potomac  as  it  should  have  been 
fought,  nor  could  he  avail  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages which  the  valor  of  his  troops  at  times 
gave  him,  and  that  the  honors  of  that  campaign 
are  not  due  to  any  generalship  that  he  display* 
ed ;  bat  to  the  heroic  bravery,  patriotism  and 
perseverance  of  the  army. 

THB  BETRKAT  WBf>U   ODLPEPPBB. 

General  Meade  had  occupied  Culpepper  with 
his  army  about  the  middle  of  September,  1863, 
General  Lee's  anny  being  south  of  the  Rapidan« 
^  The  army  had  been  at  Culpepper  about  a 
month,  when  General  Meade  decided  to  make 
an  o£fensive  demonstration  against  Lee;  for 
which  puroose  Biiford's  division  of  cavalry 
was  orderea  to  cross  the  Rapidan  at  Germania 
ford,  and  then  uncover  Raccoon  ford,  where 
Newton's  corps  was  to  assist  him. 

After  Biiford  had  started,  and  was  too  far  off 
to  be  recalled,  General  Lee  put  his  army  in  mo- 
tion toward  our  right,  which  so  alarmed  Gen- 
eral Meade  that  he  made  his  preparations  to  re- 
treat from  Culpepper ;  and  so  precipitate  were 
his  movements  that  Buford's  oivision  was  very 
near  being  cut  off,  while  the  army  was  hastily 
marched  to  the  rear.  General  Lee,  finding  he 
could  move  General  Meade  so  easily,  urged  him 
back  as  fu:  as  Centreville.  and  when  the  latter 
took  up  a  position  near  mat  place,  Lee  content- 
ed himself  with  destroying  the  railroad  we  had 
left  behind,  and  retired  on  Culpepper. 

OAVPAION  or  KDm  BUN. 

The  President  having  ordered  (General  Meade 
to  advanoe  and  attack  General  Lee,  Culpepper 
was  again  occupied,  early  in  November,  1863, 
when,  shortiy  after,  General  Meade  projected  tiie 
campaign  of  Mine  Run,  the  plan  of  which  was 
based  on  the  supposition  that  there  was  a  good 
road  from  a  mill  several  miles  above  Germania 
ford,  to  Robertson's  tavern,  on  the  Orange 
Court-honse  road  or  turnpike,  when  the  fact 
was  there  was  no  road  at  all,  and  the  country 
was  extremely  difficult  to  pass  through.  I  knew 
the  country  well,  and  I  told  General  Meade 
there  was  no  road  at  that  place,  and  to  attempt 
to  march  troops  through  it  would  jeopardize  the 
campaign ;  but  my  report  did  not  appear  to 
make  anv  impression  on  him.  On  the  evening 
before  the  army  moved,  a  genUeman  by  the 
'name  of  Smith,  who  had  resided  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  was  a  loyal  man,  waa  in  our  em- 
ploy, and  who  knew  the  country  thoroughly, 
came  to  me  and  said  he  had  heard  (General 
Meade  intended  passing  a  portion  of  his  army 
hy  that  mill  above  the  Germania  ford;  and  that 
if  he  did  so  he  would  get  his  army  into  trouble, 
as  there  was  no  road  at  thatpoint  I  persuadea 
Mr.  Smith  to  go  and  see  Cfener^l  Meade,  and 
tell  him  what  he  knew  of  the  country ;  and 
Mr,  Smith  {ifterwaird  tgld  me  th^  he  hm  dona 
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BO,  bat  that  the  General  had  not  paid  mach  at- 
tention to  him.  Two  corps — ^French's  and  Sedg- 
wick's— were  put  in  where  Greneral  Meade 
imagined  there  was  a  road,  and  they  floundered 
about  in  the  woods  and  ravines  for  a  day  and  a 
half,  the  rest  of  the  army  waiting  for  them ; 
and  when  they  did  join  us,  and  we  came  up  to 
the  rebels,  Greneral  Meade  changed  his  mind, 
again  refused  to  attack,  and  marched  the  army 
Mck  to  Culpepper. 

Shortly  after  this  campaign  I  was  ordered  to 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  my  connec- 
tion with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ceased. 

OAMPAiaN  OF  PRIOB  IN  mSSOUBL 

The,  rebel  General  Price,  with  twenty-five 
thousand  men  and  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
invaded  the  State  of  Missouri,  from  Arkansas, 
in  October,  1864.  He  attacked  the  field-work 
near  Pilot  Knob,  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the 
State  and,  although  he  was  repulsed,  the  garri- 
son abandoned  the  work  and  fled  to  Rolla,  some 
sixty  miles  to  the  south-west,  where  two  brig- 
ades of  cavalry  were  stationed.  Price  then 
moved  up  toward  Franklin,  and  threatened 
Saint  Louis.  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command 
was  thrown  out  to  Franklin  to  cover  that  place, 
when  Price  turned  off  to  Jefferson  City,  destroy- 
ing the  railroads  as  he  went  along;  and,  on 
arriving  at  Jefferson  City,  he  besieged  it  for  sev- 
eral days,  the  garrison  having  some  six  thousand 
troops,  with  ten  or  twelve  guns,  under  four 
volunteer  brigadier-generals. 

On  the  sixth  of  October,  1864,  Greneral  Rose- 
crans,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, fearing  Jefferson  City  would  be  lost,  or- 
dered me  to  proceed  to  that  place,  and  take 
command  of  sQl  the  forces  in  that  vicinity.  I 
arrived  in  time  to  see  Price  move  off,  and  imme- 
diately organized  a  cavalry  force  of  about  four 
thousand  men,  with  a  battery,  which  was  sent 
in  pursuit,  and  which  did  good  service  in  com- 
pelling Price  to  keep  his  command  together,  and 
BO  save  the  country  from  being  badly  pillaged. 
All  other  troops  that  could  possibly  take  the 
field  were  prepared  to  do  so,  and  by  the  six- 
teenth of  October  a  cavalry  force  of  seven  thou- 
sand men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  includ- 
ing the  force  that  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  Price, 
was  organized  and  on  the  march.  I  assumea 
the  command  oi  this  force,  and  by  forced  marches 
came  to  Lexington  on  the  twentieth,  out  of 
which  place  Price  had  driven  General  Curtis* 
troops,  under  General  Blunt,  that  morning.  I 
poshed  on  the  next  day  to  the  Little  Blue,  en- 
gaged Price's  troops,  captured  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  drove  them  back  to  the  Big  Blue, 
tiirougn  Independence. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Gkneral  Price  with 
part  of  his  force  attacked  Mtyor-G^neral  Curtis, 
who  had  a  force  of  twenty  thousand  men  and 
thirty-two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  drove  him  to 
Westport,  in  Kansas,  Curtis  losing  one  of  his 
guns. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  October  I  attaoked 


Price  in  position  on  the  Big  Blue,  drove  him 
from  his  position  toward  the  south,  and  took» 
number  of  prisoners.  Price  then  moved  ripidlj 
in  retreat. 

At  this  time  Major-General  S.  R.  Curtis,  com- 
manding Department  of  Kansas,  joined  me,  and 
proposed,  as  my  command  had  done  so  mucb 
hard  fighting,  that  he  should  take  die  advance. 
To  diis  I  assented,  when  Curtis,  after  marchinz 
for  a  day  in  front,  on  finding  Price  bad  halted 
on  the  Osage  river,  in  position  to  give  battie, 
requested  me  to  take  the  advance  and  attack 
Ftice.  I,  therefore,  moved  immediately  with 
my  command  to  the  front,  and  continued  mj 
march  all  night  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  October, 
and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  I  surprised  Price  in  his  camp,  and  drove 
him  from  it,  and  by  a  series  of  heavy  engage- 
ments throughout  d^e  day,  captured  eight  pieces 
of  artillery,  several  standards,  one  major-gen- 
eral, one  brigadier-general,  four  colonels,  and 
many  subordinate  officers,  and  fifteen  hundred 
men,  besides  a  large  number  of  wa^ns,  bed- 
cattle,  sheep,  &c.,  Price's  force  becoming  demor- 
alized and  retreating  rapidly,  throwing  away 
their  arms  and  other  property  that  encumbered 
them. 

I  regret  to  add  that  Major-G^eneral  Curtis  gave 
me  no  support  whatever  ^ais  day,  but,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  rebels,  bis  troops  were  bank,  and 
did  not  participate  in  any  of  the  enf;agemeot9; 
otherwise  I  should  have  captured  Pnoe's  whole 
force.  After  the  fighting  was  over,  Gkneral  Cur- 
tis moved  his  forces  up,  and,  with  the  most  ex- 
emplarv  modesty,  laid  claim  to  the  prisoners, 
guns,  &c.,  that  had  been  captured,  but  whidi  I 
could  not  recognize,  since  he  had  waived  his 
right  to  command  at  the  time  it  was  necessary 
to  tdce  them  from  the  enemy. 

On  arriving  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  such  of  mj 
troops  whose  horses  were  able,  pursued  Price, 
to  ^e  borders  of  the  State,  ana  in  an  engage- 1 
ment  near  Newtonia,  under  Greneral  Sanb<mi,l 
Price  was  again  routed  and  a  number  of  prisoa- 
ers  were  taken,  which  ended  tiie  campaign  in 
Missouri. 

The  object  of  General  Prioe,  in  his  invasion 
of  Missouri,  as  shown  by  intercepted  deq»atches 
and  his  speeches  at  Boone ville  and  elsewhere, 
was.  in  concert  with  disloyal  parties  in  the 
North,  to  hold  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Kan- 
sas during  the  time  of  the  Presidential  dectioo,] 
to  prevent  an  election,  and  by  other  action  em- 
barrass the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  tills  design  that  demanded  sodi  hard 
marching  and  extraordinary  eneny  on  the  part 
of  the  small  force  at  mv  commanoVto  defeat  in- 
tentions so  sinister  ana  disastrous  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  efforts  put  forth  were  so  success- 
ful, that  the  State  of  Missouri  reot^^ised  tbek 
elorious  consequences  by  giving  at  the  Pre» 
dential  election  a  vote  of  forty  thousand  josjod' 
tv  in  favor  of  the  government  This  was  wA 
Uie  only  important  result  of  the  campaign  to 
the  national  cause,  for  the  defeat  and  discom* 
fiture  of  Price  also  roUased  from  eervioe  ii 
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)G9toari  a  large  force  of  our  troops,  that  were 
seot  immediately  to  GeDeral  Thomas  at  Nash- 
TiHe^and  they  arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  the 
Utaes  before  that  place,  against  General  Hood, 
md  it  is  not  too  much  to  assert  that  this  addi- 
tioQ  General  Thomas  received  to  his  forces  in 
General  A.  J.  Smith's  corps,  rendered  him  vic- 
torions  in  one  of  the  crowning  achievements  of 
tiiewsr. 

Tbid  mistake  of  this  campaign  consisted  in 
not  tttaddne  Price  on  his  entry  into  the  Slate, 
or  ts  soon  after  as  possible.  The  same  troops 
-wtn  able  to  defeat  Price  in  the  east  that  after- 
wd  did  so  on  the  borders  of  Kansas. 

in  of  which  is  respectfuUy  submitted  to  your 
honorable  Committee. 

A.  Pleasonton. 


Doa  46. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  BELMONT,  MO. 

GENERAL  GRANT'S  OFnCIAL  REPORT. 

BsASQUAxm  AnoBB  or  tm  UnnED  Staub,  ) 
W^flBDioioff,  Jnne  26, 1866.    j 

Stat :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
a  f aO  and  complete  return  of  the  battle  of  Bel- 
Boot^Miasoori,  fought  November  seventh,  1861, 
which  I  would  respectfully  ask  to  have  sub- 
itttnted.in  the  place  of  my  report  of  that  action 
of  date  of  November  nineteenth,  1861,  made  to 
Geoend  8.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-G^ne- 
nl  to  the  GeneraUn^Chief. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
U.  S.  Grant, 

Lleateoani-Ctaiend. 
HOO.  EL  M.  8TAXT0K, 

SecreUryofWar. 

Jura  27,  1866. 
Beferred  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  pub- 
ficatiofi,  widi  the  accompanving  report. 
E.  M.  Canton, 

Secretarf  of  War. 

HBAoqiDtABnU  Dbtbot  SouTH-BAsr  MnBoun,\ 
GiDK>,  lu.,  November  17, 186L    / 

GwwAf. :  The  following  order  was  received 
from  Headquarters  Western  Department : 

Sx.  LouB,  NoTember  1, 1861. 
Oaierai  Grcmt,  Commanding  al  Cairo  : 

Too  are  hereby  directed  to  hold  your  whole 
eommand  ready  to  march  at  an  hour's  notice, 
«til  finther  orders,  and  you  will  take  par- 
ticobr  care  to  be  amply  supplied  with  trans- 
perladoD  and  anununition.  i  ou  are  also  di- 
nded  to  make  demonstrations  with  your 
troops  ak>w  both  sides  of  the  river  toward 
GhmeKton,  Norfolk,  and  Blandville,  and  to  keep 
jmr  eolumna  constantly  movine  back  and  for- 
vwd  against  these  places,  wiUiout,  however, 
t^m'^fh^  the  enemy. 

Very  reepectftdly,  Ac., 

Obauhckt  MoEIeevbr, 

AMtotaat  A4^}ataat^}«ii«nl. 


At  the  same  time  I  was  notified  that  similar 
instructions  had  been  sent  to  Brigadier-General 
C.  F.  Smith,  commanding  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
and  was  directed  to  communicate  with  him 
freely  as  to  my  movemements,  that  his  might  be 
cooperative. 

On  the  second  of  the  same  month,  and  before 
it  was  possible  for  any  considerable  prepara- 
tion to  have  been  made  for  the  execution  of  this 
order,  the  following  telegraphic  despatch  was 
received : 

Sr.  Loua^  Novomber  2, 186L 

2b  Brigadier-Cknercd  Grant : 

Jeff.  Thompson  is  at  Indian  ford  of  the  St. 
Francis  river,  twenty-fi^  miles  below  Green- 
ville, with  about  three  thousand  men.  Colonel 
Carlin  has  started  with  force  from  Pilot  Knob. 
Send  a  force  from  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bird's 
Point  to  assist  Carlin  in  driving  Thompson 
into  Arkanas. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Fremont 

Chaunget  McKeever, 

Aflsittant  A(^utant^3enera]. 

The  force  I  determined  to  send  from  Bird's 
Point  were  immediately  designated,  and  Colonel 
R.  J.  Oglesby,  Eighth  Illinois  volunteers,  as- 
signed to  the  command,  under  the  following 
detailed  instructions : 


Hbadquai 


I  DvTBcr  SooTH-KAsr  yaswuKi,  > 
GuBo,  November  8, 1861.     / 


Cokmd  R.  /.  Oglethy,  commanding^  <^,  Bird's 

Point,  Mo.: 

You  win  take  command  of  an  expedition 
consisting  of  your  regiment,  four  companies 
of  the  £leven&  Illinois,  all  of  the  Eighteenth 
and  Twenty-ninth,  three  companies  of  cavalry 
from  Bird's  Point  (to  be  selected  and  notified 
by  yourself),  and  a  section  pf  Schwartz's  bat- 
tery  artillery,  and  proceed  by  steamboats  to 
Commerce,  Missouri.  From  Commerce  you  will 
strike  for  Sikeston,  Mr.  Cropper  acting  as  guide. 
From  there  you  will  go  in  pursuit  of  a  rebel 
force,  understood  to  be  three  thousand  strong, 
under  JefL  Thompson,  now  at  Indian  ford,  on 
the  St  Francis  river. 

An  expedition  has  already  left  Ironton,  Mis- 
souri, to  attack  this  force.  Should  they  learn 
that  they  have  left  that  place  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  you  to  go  there,  but  pursue  the 
enemy  in  any  directionne  may  go, always  being 
cautious  not  to  fail  in  with  an  unlooked-for  foe 
too  strong  for  the  command  under  you. 

The  oQect  of  the  expedition  is  to  destroy 
this  force,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it  is  len 
largely  at  your  discretion,  believing  it  better 
not  to  trammel  you  with  instructions. 

Transportation  will  be  furnished  you  for  four- 
teen days'  rations  and  four  or  five  days'  forage. 
AU  ^ou  may  require  outside  of  this  must  be 
furnished  by  the  country  through  which  you 
pass.  In  twng  supplies  you  will  be  careful  to 
select  a  proper  o£Scer  to  press  them^  and  require 
a  receipt  to  be  given,  and  the  artideB  pressed 
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accounted  for  in  the  eame  manner  as  if  pur- 
cbasecL 

Yoa  are  particularly  joined  to  allow  no 
foraging  by  your  men.    It  is  demoralizing  in 
the  extreme,  and  is  apt  to  make  open  enemies 
where  they  would  not  otherwise  exist. 
U.  8.  Grant, 

BrigwUer-OeiMnL 

Colonel  J.  B.  Flammer,  Eleventh  Missouri 
Tolunteers,  commanding  Gape  Girardeau,  was 
directed  to  send  one  regiment  in  the  direction 
of  Bloomfield,  with  a  view  of  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  enemy. 

The  forces  under  Colonel  Oglesby  were  all 
got  off  on  the  evening  qf  the  thurd. 

On  the  fifth,  a  telegram  was  received  from 
headquarters,  St  Louis,  stating  that  the  enemy 
was  reinforcing  Price's  army  from  Columbus  by 
way  of  White  river,  and  directing  that  the 
demonstration  that  had  been  ordered  against 
Columbus  be  immediately  made.  Orders  were 
accordingly  at  once  given  to  the  troops  under 
my  command  that  remained  at  Cairo,  Bird's 
Point,  and  Fort  Holt  A  letter  was  also  sent 
to  Brigadier-Greneral  C.  F.  Smith,  commanding 
at  Paducah,  requesting  him  to  miJce  a  demon- 
stration at  the  same  time  against  Columbus. 

To  more  effectually  attam  the  object  of  the 
demonstration  against  the  enemv  at  Belmont 
and  Columbus,  I  determined  on  vie  morning  of 
the  fifth  to  temporarily  change  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Oglesby's  column  toward  New  Madrid, 
and  also  to  send  a  small  force  under  Colonel  W. 
H.  L.  Wallace,  Eleventh  Blinois  volunteers,  to 
Charleston,  Missouri,  to  ultimately  join  Colond 
Oglesby.  In  accordance  with  this  determina- 
tion, I  addressed  Colonel  Oglesby  the  following 
communication : 

Gabo,  Norembtr  6, 1861. 

Colond  R.  J,  Oaleshy,  commanding  expedition : 

On  receipt  of  this  turn  your  column  toward 

New  Madnd.    When  you  arrive  at  the  nearest 

point  to  Columbus  from  which  there  is  a  road 

to  that  place,  communicate  with  me  at  Belmont. 

U.  8.  Grant, 

Biigadier-OeiMrsL 

Which  was  sent  to  Colonel  Wallace  with  tiie 
following  letter : 

Cmo,  Norember  fl;  18(0. 

CoUmd  W.  H.  WaUaoe,  Bird's  Point,  Mo.: 

Herewith  I  send  you  an  order  to  Colonel 
Oglesby  to  change  the  direction  of  his  column 
toward  New  Madrid,  halting  to  communicate 
with  me  at  Belmont  from  the  nearest  point  on 
his  road. 

I  desire  you  to  get  up  the  Gbarleston  expedi- 
tion ordered  for  to-morrow,  to  start  to-mght, 
taking  two  days'  rations  with  them.  You  will 
accompany  them  to  Charleston  and  get  Colonel 
Oglesby's  instructions  to  him  by  a  messenger, 
if  practicable,  and  when  be  is  near  enough  you 
may  join  him.  For  this  purpose  you  may  sub- 
stitute the  remainder  of  your  regiment  jn  place 


of  an  equal  amount  from  Colonel  Marsh's.  TliA 
two  days*  rations  carried  by  your  men  in  haver- 
sacks win  enable  vou  to  join  Colonel  OgleBhy's 
command,  and  tnere  you  will  find  rations 
enough  for  several  days  more,  should  tfaey  be 
necessary.  You  m%y  take  a  limited  number  of 
tents,  and  at  Charleston  press  wagons  to  carry 
them  to  the  main  column*  There  you  wOl  find 
snfiScient  transportation  to  release  the  pressed 
wagons. 

U.&GRAin; 
BrigAdier-OenenL 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  I  left  this  place 
in  steamers,  with  McClernand  s  brigade,  consist- 
ing of:  Twen^-seventh  regiment  Illinois  vohm- 
teers.  Colonel  N.  B.  Buford ;  Thirtieth  r^riment 
Illinois  volunteers,  Colonel  PhiUip  B.  Fooke; 
Thirty-first  regiment  Illinois  volunteers.  Colonel 
John  A.  Logan ;  Dollins'  commmy  independeot 
Dlinois  cavahy.  Captain  J.  J.  Dollins;  Delano's 
company  Adams  coun^  (Illinois^  cavalry, 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Cattlin  ;  Doughertys  brigade, 
consisting  of:  Twenty-second  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers,  LieutenantrColonel  H.  E.  Hart; 
Seventh  regiment  Iowa  volunteers.  Colonel 
J.  G.  Lauman;  amounting  to  three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  men  of  all  arms, 
to  make  the  demonstration  against  Colum- 
bus. 1  proceeded  down  the  river  to  a  point 
nine  miles  below  here,  where  we  lay  until 
next  morning,  on  the  Kentucky  shore, 
which  served  to  distract  the  enemy,  and  lead 
him  to  suppose  that  he  was  to  be  attacked  is 
his  strongly-fortified  position  at  Ccdumbus. 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventh  I  received  information  from  Colonel  W. 
H.  L.  Wallace  at  Charleston  (sent  by  a  messen- 
ger on  steamer  W.  H.  B.)  that  he  Iiad  learned 
Drom  a  reliable  Union  man  that  the  enemy  had 
been  crossine  troops  from  Columbus  to  Beimoiit 
the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  foUowiitf 
after,  and  cutting  off  the  forces  under  Colonel 
Oglesby.  Such  a  moye  an  his  part  seemed  to 
me  more  than  probable,  and  gave  at  once  a' 
two-fold  importance  to  my  demonstratien  against 
the  enemy,  namely,  tiie  prevention  of  reinforce- 1 
ments  to  General  Price,  and  the  cutting  off  of' 
the  two  small  columns  that  I  had  sent,  in  purss- 
anoe  of  directions,  from  this  place  and  Gape 
Girardeau  in  pursuit  of  Je£  Thompson.  This 
information  determined  me  to  attack  vigorously 
bis  forces  at  Behnont,  knowing  that,  should  we 
be  repulsed,  we  could  re-emblBrk  wi&out  dif* 
ficulty  under  protection  of  the  gunboats.  The 
following  order  was  given : 


The  troops  composing  the  present  expedition 
from  this  ^lace,  win  move  promptly  ^  six  o'dodJE 
this  mommg.  The  gunboats  wffl  take  the  i  ' 
vanoe  and  be  followed  by  the  first  brigade,  i 
der  oonmiand  of  Brigadier-General  Toho 
McClernand,  compospd  of  all  the  troops  f 
Oairoand  Fort  UfiVu  The  second  brigade, < 
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prnmg  die  remainder  of  the  troope  of  the  ex- 
pedilKNL  commanded  hy  GoloDel  John  Doagh- 
ertjT,  win  foHow.  The  entire  force  will  aebark 
St  fha  loweii  point  on  the  Missouri  shore,  where 
i  hnding  can  be  effected  in  secoritv  from  the 
rebel  batteries.  The  point  of  debarkation  will 
be  designated  by  Captain  Walke,  commanding 
UYd  forces. 
B7  order  of 

firigadier-General  U.  S.  Gbaht. 
John  A.  Rawlinb, 

Rromptfy  at  tiie  honr  designated,  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  to  a  point  jnst  out  of 
Htd  range  of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Golnmbus, 
tad  debarked  on  the  Missonri  shore.  From  here 
tte  troops  were  marched,  with  skirmishers  well 
ia  adTsnoe,  bj  flank,  abont  one  mile  toward  Bel- 
moot,  and  &ere  formed  in  line  of  battle.  One 
bittalion  had  been  left  as  a  reserve  near  the 
tnosports.  Two  companies  from  each  regiment 
mn  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  to  ascer- 
tda  the  posiffon  of  the  enemj,  and  abont  nine 
o'clock  met  and  engaged  him.  The  balance  of 
Bjr  force,  witii  the  exception  of  the  reserve.was 
nomptlj  thrown  forward,  and  drove  the  enemy 
not  by  foot,  and  from  tree  to  tree,  back  to  his 
encampment  on  tiie  river  bank,  a  distance  of 
over  two  mOes.  Here  he  had  strengthened  his 
Maition  by  feffing  the  timber  for  several  hnn- 
ored  yards  aronnd  his  camp,  making  a  sort  of 
abattia.  Our  men  charged  through  this,  driv- 
ing ^  enemy  nnder  cover  of  the  bank,  and 
Bany  of  them  into  l^eir  transports  in  quick 
tine,  leaving  as  in  possession  of  everytiiing  not 
ooeedingly  portable. 

Bdbmont  is  situate  on  low  ground,  and  every 
hot  is  commanded  by  the  guns  on  the  opposite 
ihore;  and  of  course  could  not  be  held  for  a 
;  aiqgle  hour  after  the  enemy  became  aware  of 
Im  wi^idrawal  of  his  troops.  Having  no  wagons 
:  Ml  me,  I  could  move  but  Ettie  of  tne  captured 
!  inperty,  consequently  eave  orders  for  the  de- 
Unction  of  everylliing  that  could  not  be  moved, 
md  an  inmiediate  return  to  our   trausports. 
'  Ibta,  bknketB,  kc,  were  set  on  fire  and  de- 
I  it><^7ed,  and  our   return  march   commenced, 
I  tnog  his  artillery  and  a  large  number  of  cap- 
':  teed  hnses  with  us.    Three  pieces  of  artillery 
I  Iciog  drawn  bv  hand,  and  one  by  an  inefiScient 
!  Imb,  were  spiked  and  left  on  the  road ;   two 
vero  brought  to  this  place. 

We  had  but  £airiy  g^t  under  way,  when  the 

Moiji,  having  received  reinforcements  rallied 

aader  cover    of   the   river    bank,    and   the 

voods  on  fte  point  of  land  in  the  bend  of  the 

liver  above  U3,  stA  made  his  appearance  be- 

I  ^>M&  08  sod   our  transports,  evidently  with  a 

I  in^  of  cuttii^  off  our  return  to  them. 

I    Oor  troops  were  not  in  the  least  discouraged, 

I  ta  Aaiged  €be  enemy  and  again  defeated  him. 

'  Wa  ften^with  the  exception  of  the  Twenty- 

WfeatiU  Illinois,  Colonel  N.  B.  Buford  command- 

iiS,nsd»d  our  transpiorts  and  embarked  with' 


out  further  molestation.  While  waiting  for  the 
arrival  of  this  regiment,  and  to  get  some  of  our 
wounded  from  a  field  hospital  near-by,  the  ene- 
my, having  crossed  fresh  troops  from  Columbus, 
again  made  his  appearance  on  the  river  bank, 
and  commenced  firing  upon  our  transports.  The 
fire  was  returned  by  our  men  from  the  decks  of 
the  steamers,  and  also  from  the  gunboats,  wi^ 
terrible  effect,  compelling  him  to  retire  in  the 
direction  of  Belmont  In  the  meantime.  Colonel 
Buford,  although  he  had  received  orders  to  re- 
turn with  the  main  force,  took  the  Charleston 
road  from  Belmont  and  came  in  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Bird's  Point,  where  he  had  formed  a  line 
of  battle  in  the  morning.  At  this  point,  to  avoid 
the  efiects  of  the  shells  from  the  gunboats  that 
were  beginning  to  fall  among  his  men,  he  took 
a  blind  path  direct  to  the  river,  and  followed  a 
wood  road  up  its  bank,  and  therebv  avoided 
meeting  tho  enemy,  who  were  retiring  by  the 
main  road.  On  his  appearance  on  the  river 
bank,  a  steamer  was  dropped  down  and  took 
his  command  on  board,  without  his  having  par- 
ticipated or  lost  a  man  in  the  enemy's  attempt 
to  cut  us  off  from  our  transports. 

Notwithstanding  the  crowded  state  of  our 
transports,  the  only  loss  we  sustained  from  the 
enemy's  fire  upon  them  was  three  men  wounded, 
one  of  whom  belonged  to  one  of  the  boats. 

Our  loss  in  killed  on  the  field  was  eighty-five, 
three  hundred  and  one  wounded  (many  of  them, 
however,  slightly),  and  ninety-nine  missing.  Of 
the  wounded,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Nearly  all  the 
missing  Were  from  the  Seventh  Iowa  regiment, 
which  suffered  more  severely  than  any  other. 
All  the  troops  behaved  with  great  gaUantry, 
which  was  in  a  great  degree  atfributable  to  the 
coolness  and  presence  of  mind  of  their  officers, 
particularly  the  Colonels  commanding. 

General  McClemand  was  in  the  midst  of  dan- 
ger throughout  the  engagement,  and  displayed 
both  coolness  and  iu(&ment  His  horse  was 
three  times  shot  under  him. 

Colonel  Dougherty,  Twenty-second  Illinois 
volunteers,  commanding  the  second  brigade,  by 
his  coohiess  and  bravery,  entitles  himself  to  be 
named  among  the  most  competent  of  officers  for 
command  of  troops  in  battle.  In  our  second  en- 
gagement he  was  three  times  wounded,  and  fell 
a  prisoner  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  A. 
Wentz,  Seventh  Iowa  volunteers,  and  amon^ 
the  wounded  were  Colonel  J.  G.  Lauman,  and 
Major  E.  W.  Rice,  of  the  Seventh  Iowa. 

The  reports  of  sub-commanders  will  detail 
more  folly  particulars  of  tho  engagement,  and 
the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men. 

To  my  staff.  Captain  Johfl  A.  Rawlins,  As- 
sistant Adjutant-Greneral ;  Lieutenants  C.  B.  La- 
gow  and  William  S.  HUlyer,  Aides-de-Camp; 
and  Captain  R.  B.  Hatch,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master, I  am  much  indebted  for  the  prompti- 
tude with  which  they  discharged  their  several 
duties. 
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Surgeon  J.  H.  Brinton,  United  States  volun- 
teers, chief  medioal  officer,  was  on  the  field 
during  Uie  entire  engagement,  and  displayed 
great  ability  and  efficiency  in  providing  for 
the  wounded,  and  in  organizing  the  medical 
corps. 

Major  J.  D.  Webster,  Acting  Chief-Engineer, 
also  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  displayed 
soldierly  qualities  of  a  high  order. 

My  own  horse  was  shot  under  me  during  the 
engagement. 

The  gunboats  Tyler,  Captain  Walke,  and  Lex- 
ington, Captain  Stembolt,  convoyed  the  expedi- 
tion, and  rendered  most  efficient  service.  Im- 
mediately upon  our  landing  they  engaged  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  the  heights  above  Colum- 
bus, and  protected  our  transports  throughout 
For  a  detaUed  account  of  uie  part  taken  by 
them,  I  refer  with  pleasure  to  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  Captain  H.  S.  Walke,  senior 
officer. 

In  pursuance  of  my  request,  Qeneral  Smith, 
commanding  at  Paducah,  sent,  on  the  seventh 
instant,  a  force  to  Mayfield,  Kentucky,  and  an- 
other in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  with  orders 
not  to  approach  nearer,  however,  than  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  of  that  place.  I  also  sent  a  small 
force  on  the  Kentucky  side  toward  Columbus, 
under  Colonel  John  Cook,  Seventh  Illinois  vol- 
unteers, with  orders  not  to  ^o  beyond  EUiott's 
Mills,  distant  some  twelve  miles  from  Columbus. 
Tliese  forces  having  marched  to  the  points 
designated  in  their  orders,  returned,  without 
having  met  any  serious  resistance. 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh,  information 
of  the  result  of  the  engagement  at  Belmont  was 
sent  to  Colonel  Oglesby,  commanding  expedition 
a^inst  Jeff.  Thompson,  and  orders  to  return  to 
Bird's  Point  by  way  of  Charleston,  Missouri. 
Before  these  reached  him,  however,  he  had 
learned  that  JetL  Thompson  had  left  the  place 
where  he  was  reported  to  be  when  the  expe- 
dition started  (he  having  gone  toward  New 
Madrid  or  Arkansas),  and  had  determined  to 
return.  The  same  information  was  sent  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Cape  Girardeau,  with 
directions  for  the  troops  to  be  brought  back 
that  had  gone  out  from  the  place. 

From  jaU  the  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  since  the  engagement,  the  enemy's  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  much  greater  than 
ours.  We  captured  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  prisoners,  all  his  artillery  and  transporta- 
tion, and  destroyed  his  entire  camp  and  garrison 
equipage.  Independent  of  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  him,  and  the  prevention  of  his  reinforcing; 
Price,  of  sendii^  a  force  to  cut  off  the  expedi- 
tion against  JeE  Thompson,  the  confidence  in- 
spired in  our  troops  in  the  engagement  will  be 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  us  in  the  future. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
U.  a  Grant, 

Briga(Uer-G«neraI. 

Brigadier-General  Svra  Williams, 

Isstotant  A^jntant-Oenenl, 

Washington,  D.  G 


Doa47. 

OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH-WBST. 

BIPORT  or  GENERAL  POPS. 

HnADQUAienBB  DiPAKnan  op  m  Nom-«Mr,1 
MiLirAnoB,  Wboombdi,  November  1, 1864.    / 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the 
following  report  of  operations  in  this  depart- 
ment during  the  past  year : 

The  two  great  Indian  nations  whidi  occupy 
this  military  department  are  the  Chippewsg, 
who  inhabit  the  region  between  Lake  Superior 
and  Rainy  Lake  river  on  the  east,  and  the  Red 
River  of  the  North  on  the  west,  and  the  power- 
ful  Sioux  or  Dakota  nation  which,  divided  into 
several  strong  and  warlike  tribes,  daims  tnd 
roams  over  me  vast  region  from  tiie  western 
frontier  of  Minnesota  on  the  east,  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  on  the  west,  and  from  the  frontier  of 
Iowa  and  the  line  of  the  Platte  river  on  the 
south  to  the  British  possessions  on  the  north. 
There  are  some  small  fragments  of  tribes  on  tho 
Upper  Missouri  who  belong  to  neither  nati<m, 
but  they  are  few  in  number,  insignificant  in 
strength  or  influence,  and  have  always  been  it 
peace  with  the  whiles. 

With  the  Chippewas  there  have  been  no  dif- 
ficulties which  have  led  to  hostilities,  although 
there  have  been  and  continue  to  be,  the  coo- 
stant  misunderstanding,  dissatififaction  and  con- 
troversy, which  naturally  arise  under  onr  de- 
fective Indian  system,  between  the  Indians  oa 
the  one  side,  and  Indian  agents  and  Naders  on 
the  other.  So  far,  these  difficulties  have  not 
culminated  in  actual  hostilities,  but  unless  &e 
Indian  system  be  remodelled  they  are^ likely  » 
do  so  at  any  moment  Tie  war  up  1»  this 
time  has  been  entirely  confined  to  the  Sioux  na- 
tion. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  campaign  of 
last  year  terminated,  so  far  as  field  operatiocs 
were  concerned,  with  the  defeat  of  tne  Sioux 
by  General  Sully,  near  the  James  river,  on  the 
third  September,  1863. 

The  high  latitude  of  the  tlieatre  of  wxr  ia 
this  department,  the  immense  region  of  nniii- 
habited  country  covered  by  militajry  opemtiona, 
and  the  vast  distances  from  the  frontier  to  be 
traversed  before  the  enemy  can  be  reached,  of 
necessity  very  much  shorten  the  season  daring 
which  it  is  possible  to  carry  on  actual  fiela 
operations. 

After  reaching  the  Indian  country  not  more 
than  three  mon£s  are  left  in  which  it  is  pnu^- 
cable  to  keep  troops  in  the  field. 

The  operations  of  last  year  ended  with  roch 
defeats  of  the  Indians  occupying  the  vast  re- 
gions east  of  the  Missouri  river  as  forced  them 
for  a  time  to  take  refuge  in  the  British  pceat^- 
sions,  and  relieved  the  entire  frontier  settle- 
ments of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Dakota  from  uy 
danger  of  Indian  hostilities.  During  last  win- 
ter, no  we  ver,  the  whole  Dakota  nation  from  the 
Rocky  mountains  to  the  Minnesota  frontier,  ind 
from  the  Platte  river  and  the  Iowa  line  to  the 
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BritiBh  poflseesions  on  the  north,  succeeded  in 
OQBbimng  their  yarioos  and  scattered  tribes 
for  »  final  effort  against  the  whites,  and  by  the 
opening  of  spring  had  slowly  concentrated 
their  whole  force  on  and  near  the  Upper  Mis- 
foori,  to  resist  tiie  navigation  of  the  alissouri 
rifer,  prevent  the  passage  of  emigrants  across 
tin  neat  plains,  and  to  deliver,  with  their  com- 
binea  forces,  a  final  battle  against  the  United 
States  trooDfl  under  General  Sully. 

This  Inaian  force  was  then  estimated  by 
eompetent  authorities,  and  so  reported  by  me 
to  tbe  War  Department  early  in  the  spring,  at 
about  six  thousand  warriors,  and  this  estimate 
WW  iubeequently  confirmed  by  General  Sully, 
.  ifler  his  batdee  with  them  near  the  Little  Mis- 


It  was  also  reported  at  the  time,  and  has 
been  confirmed  since  by  undoubted  testimony, 
ihii  ammunition  and  otiier  necessary  supplies 
«  were  brought  to  the  Indian  camps  during  the 
winter  by  half-breeds  and  traders  from  the 
BritiBh  settlements  on  the  Red  River  of  the. 
Hortfa.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  repeat 
.  wbat  I  have  so  often  reported,  that  Indian  nos- 
'  tilities  in  this  departaient  have  been  fomented 
ad  encouraged  and  the  Indians  supplied  with 
h  tbe  means  to  continue  the  war  by  the  half- 
|i  breeds,  and  other  British  subjects  of  the  Sel- 
lork  settiementa. 

As  I  was  satisfied  that  this  combination  of 
tbe  whole  of  the  numerous  and  widely-dispersed 
tribes  of  the  Sioux  (or  Dakota)  nation,  who  oc- 
tspj  the  vast  region  north  of  the  PliBitte,  and 
,ibe  northern  boundaries  of  Iowa,  from  the 
mountains  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Great 
would  be  the  final  effort  of  the  great 
nation  to  continue  hostilities  agsdnst  the 
,  and  as  I  felt  sure  that  if  once  their  en- 
force of  warriors  could  be  met  and  defeated  . 
Indian  war  in  the  North-west  on  any  con- 
~  lie  scale  would  be  closed,  preparations 
an  active  campaign  during  the  summer  of 
A  were  made  during  the  close  of  last  winter. 
The  plan  of  operations  consisted  in  putting 
^  tiie  field  under  the  command  of  Bngadier- 
A.  Sully,  an  active  column  of  about 
tiioasaad  five  hundred  men,  entirely  caval- 
to  advance  against  the  Indians  wherever 
could  be  found  and  deliver  battle  with 
and  at  the  same  time  to  follow  up  the 
t  of  this  force  with  detachments  of  in- 
large  enough  to  establish  strong  posts  in 
Indian  country. 
These  posts  were  so  located  as  to  cover  the 
of  Iowa  and  Minnesota  and  the  fron- 
settlements  of  Dakota  territory,  at  a  long 
to  interpose  between  me  different 
so  as  to  prevent  concerted  action;  to 
the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians 
tiiat  thej  would  be  constantly  under  the  su- 
'  on  and  in  the  power  of  the  military 
which  by  concerted  action  could  easily 
promptly  march  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry 
any  portion  of  the  region  in  which  the 
•re  obliged  to  hunt  for  subsistence; 


to  command  the  Indian  trails  toward  the  fron- 
tier settlements,  so  as  to  detect  the  passage 
even  of  the  smallest  parties  attempting  to  make 
raids  upon  the  settlers,  and  to  follow  them  up ; 
and,  so  far  as  military  necessities  would  allow, 
to  protect  an  emigrant  route  from  the  Upper 
Mississippi  river  to  the  territories  of  Iqaho 
and  Montana.  The  details  of  this  plan  of  ope- 
rations were  submitted  to  you  and  approved  in 
February  last,  and  immediate  preparations 
made  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

General  SuUy  collected  the  forces  under  his 
command  from  the  various  posts  and  stations 
in  his  district  early  in  the  spring,  and  com- 
menced to  move  up  the  Missouri  river,  leaving 
only  such  detachments  as  were  necessary  to 
cover  the  frontier  from  small  Indians  raids 
during  his  absence.  He  was  reinforced  by 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred  mounted  men 
from  Minnesota,  leaving  General  Sibley  with 
about  seven  hundred  enective  men  to  protect 
the  frontier  settlements  of  Minnesota  during 
the  summer.  The  mouth  of  Burdache  creek,  on 
the  Upper  Missouri,  was  selected  as  the  point 
where  the  Minnesota  troops  should  join  the 
forces  of  General  Sully  moving  up  the  Missouri, 
and  the  junction  of  these  forces  was  made  on 
the  thirtieth  of  June.  -The  spring  rise  in  the 
Missouri  river  did  not  come  down  until  very 
late  in  the  season,  and  Sully  only  reached  the 
mouth  of  Canon  Ball  river,  at  which  point  he 
was  to  establish  a  strong  post,  which  was  to 
be  his  depot  of  supplies,  on  the  seventh  of 
July.  He  established  Fort  Rice  at  that  point, 
distant  from  Sioux  City  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  and  garrisoned  it  with  five  companies 
of  tlie  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  volunteers.  The 
Indians,  who  had  been  concentrated  on  and 
near  the  Missouri  river,  about  fifty  miles 
above  this  post,  had  meantime  crossed  to  the 
south-west  side  of  the  river  and  occupied  a 
strong  position  in  a  very  difficult  country  near 
the  Li^e  Missouri  river,  due  west,  and  about 
two  hundred  miles  from  Fort  Rice. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  July,  General  Sully 
marched  upon  these  Indians  with  the  foUowine 
forces :  Eighth  Mmnesuta  volunteers  (mounted) 
and  six  companies  of  Second  Minnesota  caval- 
ry, with  four  light  guns,  under  command  of 
Colonel  M.  T.  Thomas,  Eighth  Minnesota  volun- 
teers ;  eleven  companies  Sixth  Iowa  cavalry, 
three  companies  Seventh  Iowa  cavalry,  two 
companies  Dakota  cavalr}^  four  companies 
Brackett's  battalion  cavalrp^,  one  small  company 
of  scouts,  and  four  mountam  howitzers,  aU  under 

command  of   ,  numbering  in  all  two 

thousand  two  hundred  men.  A  small  emigrant 
train  for  Idaho,  which  had  accompanied  the  Min- 
nesota troops  from  that  State,  followed  the 
movement  of  Sully's  force.  At  the  bead  of 
Heart  river  he  corralled  his  trains,  and  leavine 
a  sufficient  guard  with  them,  he  marched  rapid- 
ly to  the  north-west,  to  the  point  where  the 
combined  forces  of  the  Indians  were  assembled. 
On  the  morning  of  July  twenty-eighth,  he  came 
upon  them — ^between  nve  and  six  thousand  war* 
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riors— strongly  posted  in  a  wooded  conntry, 
very  much  cut  np  with  lugb,  ragged  hiUs  and 
deep,  impassable  ravines.  He  fa^d  an  honr's 
talk  with  some  of  the  Indian  ohieft,  who  were 
very  defiant  and  impudent,  after  whidi  he 
moved  rapidly  fOTward  against  their  Strong  po- 
sition. 

The  aotion  for  a  time  was  sharp  and  severe, 
bat  the  a^lallery  and  long-range  small-arms  of 
the  troops  wece  very  destructive,  and  the  In- 
dians began  to  give  way  on  all  sides.  They 
were  so  closely  pressed  by  -Bully's  forces  that 
they  abandoned  their  extensive  camps,  leaving 
all  their  robes,  lodges,  colts  and  utensils  of  every 
description,  and  and  all  the  winter  supply  of 
provisions  which  they  had  been  so  long  col- 
lecting. The  aotion  resulted  in  a  running  fi^ht 
of  nine  miles,  the  Indians  finally  scattering 
completely,  and  escaping  with  nothing  but  their 
wounded,  which,  according  to  Indian  custom, 
they  carried  off,  as  also  as  many  of  their  killed 
as  they  could.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dead  warriors  were  left  on  the  field.  I  have 
transmitted  heretofore  the  reports  of  General 
Sully  and  of  the  various  commanders  of  his 
force,  as  also  a  statement  of  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  Indian  goods  and  supplies  destroyed  by 
Greneral  Sully  in  the 'captured  camp  of  the 
Indians, 

Finding  the  country  nearly  impracticable, 
having  only  a  small  supply  of  provisions  or* 
means  to  carry  them,  ana  ascertaining  that  the 
retreat  of  the  mass  of  the  Indians  waa  toward 
the  south-west,  Sully  returned  to  his  train  at  the 
head  of  Heart  river,  and  resumed  his  march 
westward,  through  an  unknown  and  unexplored 
region,  toward  the  Yellowstone,  which  he  ex- 
pected to  reach  near  Fort  Alexander,  at  which 
point  it  had  been  proposed  to  establish  a  mili- 
tarvpost 

On  the  fifth  of  August  he  came  in  sight  of  the 
Bad  Lands,  which  border  the  Little  Missouri  on 
both  sides.  The  country  was  exce^infly  rug- 
ged and  difficult,  and  so  cut  up  with  deep,  per- 
pendicular ravines,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 
labor  and  loss  of  time  that  a  narrow,  winding 
way  between  the  ravines,  in  places  barely  ten 
feet  wide,  was  found  for  his  wagons.  I  cannot 
convey  a  better  idea  of  the  country  fbsn  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  extract  from  BuHy's  re- 
port, which  wiU  be  fuU  of  interest  to  the  scien- 
tific World : 

**  I  have  not  sufficient  power  of  language  to 
describe  the  country  in  front  of  us.  It  was 
grand,  dismal,  and  majestic.  Ton  can  imagine 
a-  basin,  six  hundred  feet  deep  and  twen- 
ty-five miles  in  width,  filled  with  a  number  of 
cones  and  oven-shaped  knolls  of  all  sizes,  from 
twenty-five  to  several  hundred  feet  hiffh,  some- 
times by  themselves,  sometimes  piled  iq>  into 
large  heapa  on  top  of  each  other,  in  all  conceiv- 
able shapes  and  confusion.  Most  of  these  hills 
were  of  a  gray  clay,  but  many  of  a  light  brick 
color— of  burnt  clay — ^little  or  no  vegetation. 
Some  of  the  sides  of  the  hills,  however,  were 
covered  with  a  few  scrub  ceaars.    Viewed  in 


the  distance  at  sunset,  it  looked  exacfly  like  fte 
ruins  of  an  ancient  city.  I  regret  veiy  mndi 
that  some  eentieman  well  aoquamted  wit}>  geol- 
ogy and  mineralogy  did  not  accompany  the  ex- 
pedition, for  we  marched  tiirough  a  most  won- 
deifid  and  interesting  country.  It  was  covered 
with  pieces  of  petrified  wood,  and  on  tiie  tops 
of  some  of  tiie  niHs  we  fomid  petrified  Btampe 
of  trees,  the  remains  of  a  great  forest  u 
some  cases  these  trees  were  sixtaen  to  eighteen 
feet  in  diameter,  Ltfrge  quantities  of  iron  ore, 
lava,  and  impressions  of  leaves  in  the  rodn, 
of  a  size  and  shape  not  known  to  any  of  us." 

In  this  difficult  and  almost  impassaUe  r^on, 
a  portion  of  the  Indians  whom  Sully  had  de- 
feated on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Julv  attempted 
to  offer  resistance,  but  were  bacUv  defeated, 
leaving  over  one  hundred  dead  on  the  field. 

Af%^  this  hopeless  efibrt,  in  which  Genenl 
Sully  reports  that  they  exhibited  none  of  the 
spirit  and  audacity  which  characterized  tiie 
fiffht  on  the  28th  of  July,  the  Indians  scatter- 
ed, and  broke  up  their  combination  entirelj. 
The  Tetons,  separated  into  small  frtigmentB,fied 
toward  the  south-west ;  the  Yam^tonnais,  with 
other  confederated  tribes  frx>m  the  north  and 
east  sides  of  the  Missouri,  crossed  the  Mis- 
souri river,  and  retreated  rapidly  into  the  Brit- 
ish possessions  by  way  of  Mouse  river.  Geo- 
eral  Sully  followed  them  nearfy  to  the  Britiak 
line. 

Finding  the  country  west  of  Fort  lUfce,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Yellowstone,  impracticable  for 
wagon  roads,  Sully  decided  not  to  establish  i 
post  so  high  up  on  that  river,  but  ]^aced  a  gar- 
rison il  mouth  of  Yellowstone  and  another  at 
the  trading  post  of  Fort  Berthold,  lower  down  oa 
the  Missouri  river.  These  posts,  in  connectioii 
with  Fort  Rice,  win  keep  open  the  Miseoori 
river,  render  travel  along  tiie  valley  secure,  and 
separate  the  Indian  tribes  so  that  another  coa- 
centration  will  be  impracticable  eyea  should  t^ 
Indians  seek  it 

SuUy  returned  slowly  byway  of  the  ^Ossonri 
river  valley  to  Fort  Rice.  After  leaving  tliat 
post  well  garrisoned  and  in  good  condition,  and 
sending  tw  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Tolunteers  to 
the  Mississippi,  to  go  south  to  Sherman's  ansj, 
QuSty  came  slowly  down  to  Sioux  City,  where 
his  mst  despatches  are  dated. 

To  Fort  Randall,  amd  also  to  Fort  Pierre, 
chiefe  of  the  combined  Sioux  tribes  which  be 
had  defeated,  came  in  and  asked  for  peace,  ac- 
knowledging that  they  could  not  fight  against  die 
whites,  that  they  had  lost  evervthing,  robes, 
lodges,  provisions,  &c.,  and  would  be  in  a  starv- 
ing condition.  The v  were  informed  by  fiie  co» 
manding  officers  of  those  posts  Aat  the  <m\^ 
conditions  of  peace  required  frt)m  them  were 
that  tiiey  would  behave  themselves  and  not 
molest  ike  whites.  The  Indians  were  both  BUt- 
prised  and  gratified  that  peace  on  such  easv 
terms  was  to  be  had,  and  immediately  retaroed 
to  their  tribes  to  bring  in  the  principal  chiefs  td 
meet  General  Sully  at  Fort  RandaU.  It  is  ex- 
pected tet  peace  with  aU  Ae  tribes  west  of  the 
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Minom  rirer,  on  terms  entirely  satisfactory  to 
tiie  GoTemment,  will  be  made  tills  winter ;  a 
peace  which  inyolves  neither  presents  nor  annui- 
ties of  any  description,  bat  a  peace  simply  based 
vpon  good  behavior. 

With  the  Yancktonnais  and  other  Sionx  tribes 
north  and  east  of  the  Missouri  there  will  be 
somewhat  longer  delay  in  coining  to  satis&ctory 
tenna.  About  half  these  Indians  desire  to  make 
maoe  at  once,  but  tiiere  are  many  who  wish  to 
keep  up  the  war. 

Tiiese  last  are  encouraged  in  their  purpose  by 
balfbreeds  and  other  British  subjects,  and  as 
they  hare  a  safe  refuge  in  the  British  possessions, 
•od  are  there  supplied  with  means  to  carry 
0&  bostilitiee,  it  wm  probably  recj^uire  the  hard- 
diips  and  pdyations  of  a  winter  m  those  arctic 
regions  to  bring  them  to  their  senses.  They 
took  refuge  there  after  the  late  battles  in  a  per- 
fectly destitute  condition,  and  are  already  begin- 
ni^  to  rob  and  plunder,  and  in  places,  to  com- 
mit murder  in  tne  English  settlements.  They 
win  soon  become  as  <3ivus  and  dangerous  to 
the  British  settlements  as  they  have  been  to 
our  own.  By  spring  most  likely  everything  will 
be  satis&ctorily  settled. 

As  matters  stand,  and  are  likely  to  stand  this 
winter,  however,  with  these  Indians,  there  is  no 
Bsiner  of  dai^rer  to  the  frontier  settlements  of 
Mmneeota  or  Dakota.  The  Indians  are  driven 
ftf  away,  and  a  cold,  barren  and  bleak  prairie 
region,  many  hundreds  of  mUes  in  extent,  and 
ifnoassable  in  winter,  interposes  between  them 
and  the  frontier  settlements. 

In  Minnesota  there  have  been  no  active  opera- 
tions, there  being  no  hostile  Indians,  e^tsept  a 
few  straggling  thieves,  east  of  the  Missouri 
nrer.  mm  the  small  force  under  his  command 
jndidously  posted,  General  Sibley  has  kept 
er.  rytfalng  quiet  on  the  Minnesota  border,  nor 
is  fliere  ever  again  the  likelihood  of  any  Indian 
hoB^ties  from  Sioux  on  the  Minnesota  frontier, 
bejond  such  small  thieving  raids  as  are  incident 
to  the  sttoation.  and  must  always  occur  so  long 
ss  there  are  Indians  on  our  western  borders. 
With  ttieee.  should  they  occur,  a  sipall  force  wiU 
be  ahie  to  aeal  conclusively. 

For  details,  of  which  the  foregoing  report  is 
ft  brief  summary,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you 
to  die  reports  of  Grenerals  Sully  and  Sibley  here- 
with and  heretofore  transmitted. 

In  some  manner  the  British  (Government 
ahould  eidier  prevent  hostile  Indians  who  reside 
withm  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  from 
•Beking  refuge  in  British  territory,  or  should 
•eenre  the  United  States  against  the  raids  of 
rach  Indians,  or  should  permit  the  United  States 
forces  to  pursue  into  British  territory  all  Indians 
w1k>  belong  south  of  the  line,  and  who  are  at 
wir  with  citizens  of  the  United  States.  One  of 
these  three  demands  is  certainly  reasonable,  and 
wiQ  efEect  tiie  desired  purpose.  In  the  same 
oonoection  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit  half- 
breeds  and  other  British  subjects  from  coming 
into  the  territorv  of  the  United  States  to  trade 
with  Indians,  wnether  hostile  to  us  or  not,  who 
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live  south  of  the  British  line.  The  hostile  Sioux 
have  for  the  past  two  years  been  supplied  with 
ammunition,  provisions,  &c.,  to  carry  on  hostQi- 
ties  against  tne  United  States  by  British  sub- 
jects, ooth  in  their  own  territory  and  in  ours. 
A  state  of  hostility  between  the  Sioux  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  of  course,  throws  all 
the  trade  with  such  Indians  into  the  hands  of 
British  traders.  Henoe  the  anxiety*  of  these 
traders  to  prevent  peace  with  the  Sioux  Indians. 

I  have  tne  honor  again  to  ask  attention  to  my 
letter  of  February  6, 1864,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  subject  of  our  Indian  system,  and  to 
beg,  in  view  of  the  interests  of  the  Government 
as  well  as  of  humanity,  that  such  legislative  or 
executive  action  be  recommended  as  will,  as  far 
as  practicable,  correct  the  evils  therein  set  forth. 
I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  that  letter  and  a 
copy  of  trade  regulations  with  Indians,  which 
I  have  heretofore  forwarded,  and  which  I  deem 
necessary  to  protect  Indians  and  white  men 
alike  agsdnst  Indian  traders. 

It  is  my  purpose,  b^  forcing  all  traders  with 
Indians  to  locate  their  trading  posts  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  military  posts,  and  no- 
where e£M,  to  make  these  miutary  posts  the 
neuclei  of  extensive  Indian  camps,  ana  as  far  as 
possible  to  induce  the  Indians  to  make  their 
permanent  homes  so  near  to  the  posts  that  they 
will  constantly  be  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  g^arrisons. 

If  there  be  no  other  places  to  trade  excent 
the  military  posts,  the  Indian  will  necessarily 
resort  to  them,  and  will  there  remain,  except 
when  he  is  engaged  in  hunting  during  the  sum- 
mer season. 

If  tiair  dealing  with  Indians  can  be  enforced, 
there  never  wiU  be  danger  of  any  Indian  wars. 
The  object  of  these  trade  regulations  is  to 
secure  these  two  results;  but  unless  they  are 
adopted  and  enforced  by  military  authority,  we 
cannot  hope  for  any  permanent  peace  witn  the 
Indian  tribes.  The  regulations  themselves  are 
so  full,  and  their  object  so  manifest,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go  further  into  detail  concerning 
them. 

The  only  other  white  men  I  would  permit  to 
have  intercourse  with  the  Indians  are  the  mis- 
sionaries. I  trust  that  some  arrangements  will 
be  made  with  the  authorities  of  our  home  mis- 
sionary societies  to  furnish  to  each  military  post 
good  practical  men,  with  their  families,  whose 
Business  shall  be  to  teach  the  Indians  the  useful 
arts  of  life ;  the  Indian  men  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
the  Indian  women  to  sew  and  to  do  such  other 
work  as  they  are  fitted  for,  and  all  to  keep 
themselves  clean  and  decent.  These  are  the 
first  lessons  to  be  taught  to  Indians. 

Religious  instruction  will  come  afterward  in 
its  natural  order.  The  failure  of  our  missionaries 
among  Indians  is  due,  f  think,  mainly  to  the  &ct 
that  mey  have  reversed  the  proper  order  of  in- 
struction, and  have  attempted  to  make  the 
Indian  a  member  of  the  church  while  he  was 
still  a  wild  savage.  Of  course,  if  anything  is  to 
be  gained  by  it,  the  Indian  will  profess  ms  be- 
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lief  in  anything  whatever,  without  the  slightest 
knowledge  or  concern  as  to  what  it  all  means. 
What  is  needed  to  civilize  and  Christianize  In- 
dians are  practical  commonnsense  men,  who  will 
first  teach  them  to  be  human  and  to  acquire  the 
arts  of  civilized  life ;  who  will  educate,  as  far 
as  can  be  done,  the  children  of  the  Indians, 
and  who  will  be  content  to  look  to  the  future, 
and  not  to  the  immediate  present,  for  results. 
Such  missionaries  could  be  of  incalculable  benr 
efit  to  the  Indian  and  to  the  Oovemment ;  and 
I  would  recommend  that  whenever  such  men 
are  sent  to  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier, 
the  Government  furnish  them  with  quarters  and 
with  rations,  at  the  rate  of  two  suuJl  families 
for  each  one  of  the  larger  posts,  and  for  one 
small  family  for  each  smaller  t>ost,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  these  smaD  missions  at  each  post,  if 
conducted  by  practiced  and  earnest  men,  would 

Seatly  add  to  the  hope  of  permanent  peace  with 
e  Indians,  and  contribute  to  a  healthy  and  in- 
creasing improvement  in  the  moral  and  physical 
condition  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

The  military  commanders  will  be  instructed 
to  give  every  assistance  and  encouragement  to 
sucn  missionaries,  and  to  enjoin  upon  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  under  their  command  that 
they  exhibit  toward  the  missionaries  every  re- 
spect and  kindness. 

The  peace  which  will  be  made  with  Indians, 
under  the  instructions  I  have  given  to  Generals 
Sully  and  Sibley,  is  based  simply  upon  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  Indians  on  the  one  hand 
behave  themselves  and  do  not  molest  the  whites, 
and  on  the  other  hand  that  the  whites  shaU  be 
made  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Indians,  and  not 
molest  them  in  any  way.  The  military  authori- 
ties undertake  to  enforce  good  conduct  on  both 
sides,  and  will  have  the  power,  if  not  interfered 
with,  to  do  so  thoroughly.  As  such  a  peace 
involves  neither  annuities  nor  presents,  and 
holds  out  no  'prospect  in  violating  it,  except 
hobtilities,  it  will  probably  be  lasting.  Hitherto 
it  has  been  the  practice  to  accompany  eVerv 
treaty  of  peace,  made  by  Indian  agents,  with 
expensive  presents  of  goods  and  supplies  of 
various  kinds,  and  the  Indians  naturally  under- 
stand that  these  are  given  them  as  bribes  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  oecause  the  whites  are 
afraid  of  tiiem;  and,  of  course,  they  observe 
such  treaties  only  as  lon^  as  they  find  it  con- 
venient, or  until  mey  need  a  further  supply  of 
presents,  fanmiunition,  goods,  kc.)  In  fact,  it 
nas  been  lor  years  a  saying  witn  the  Sioux, 
along  the  great  mail-route  to  California,  that 
whenever  they  became  poor  and  needed 
blankets  and  powder  and  lead,  they  had  only  to 
go  down  to  this  great  maO  and  emigrant  route, 
and  kill  a  few  white  people,  and  there  would  be 
another  treaty  of  peace,  which  would  supply  all 
their  wants. 

It  is  beyond  question  that  such  a  system  of 
treaty-making  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  impoli- 
tic, whether  negotiated  with  savage  or  civilized 
geople,and  leads,  in  either  case,  to  constant  and 
icreasing  hostilities. 


I  intend,  in  settling  a  peace  with  Indians  Id  tfaii 
department,  to  do  away  entirely  with  this  STt- 
tem,  which,  aside  from  its  effect  in  stimahtfng 
and  encouraging  breaches  of  treaties  of  peace, 
is  always  attended  with  fraud  upon  the  Qot* 
emment  and  upon  the  Indians. 

I  shall  send  up,  in  the  spring,  some  comptoiM 
of  cavalry  to  make  a  cantonment  for  the  vm- 
mer,  at  some  point  on  the  lake,  and  to  renain 
there  until  me  last  possible  moment  in  the 
autumn,  with  the  view  of  drawing  die  variou 
tribes  of  Indians  to  that  point,  and  foniishiDg 
them  with  facilities  of  toade  during  the  sammer 
and  autumn.  Such  a  cantonment,  kept  an  for 
two  or  tiiree  seasons,  wiU  have  a  most  bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  Indians,  as  aU  whites, 
except  authorized  traders  actiog  under  the 
supervision  of  the  military  authorities,  wHl  be 
prohibited  from  going  into  that  region. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  extensive  itrata 
of  exceltent  coal  have  been  found  at  Fort  Rioe, 
one  vein  six  feet  thick.  This  coal-field  exteods 
toward  the  south-west,  and  it  is  supposed  out- 
crops on  the  slopes  of  the  Black  HUla.  IIov 
far  north  it  extends  is  not  yet  known.  The  ex- 
istence of  this  great  coal-field,  half-way  between 
the  €keat  Lakes  and  the  Rodty  Moontuos,  is  a 
fact,  the  value  of  which  cannot  well  be  ovv- 
estimated.  Aside  from  fumishii^  fuel  for  the 
navigation  of  the  Upper  Missouri  river,  it  ii  & 
controlling  element  in  the  location  of  a  raOrotd 
across  the  great  plains  to  the  Pacifia 

Its  extent  and  character  will  soon  be  devel- 
oped by  the  troops  from  Fort  Rice  and  other 
points  on  the  Missouri  river. 

I  may  state  finally,  that  the  Govemmeot  mar 
safely  dismiss  all  apprehensions  of  Indian  wan 
in  the  North-west.  Small  Indian  raids  there 
doubtless.  wiU  be,  as  there  always  have  been, 
for  stealing  horses ;  ^but  no  hostilities,  oq  aor 
considerable  scale,  are  likely  again  to  occur.  A 
small  force,  such  as  is  designated  in  this  report> 
will  be  quite  sufficient  to  protect  tiie  frontier 
and  the  emigration. 

I  only  ask,  now,  that  the  militarv  authoritiei 
be  left  to  themselves  to  deal  with  these  Indians, 
and  to  regulate  the  trading  with  the  Indian 
tribes  without  the  interposition  of  Indian  agents, 
and  I  will  cheerfully  guarantee  peace  wiu  thai 
Indian  tribes  in  this  department 

The  department  has  been  administered, soft 
as  its  relations  with  the  State  and  other  cir 
authorities  are  concerned,  in  aooordanoe  wit 
the  views  and  principles  laid  down  in  the  &4 
oompanying  letter  from  me  to  Governor  Sak 
man,  of  Wisconsin.  I  am  gratified  to  saj  lU 
there  have  been  entire  harmony  and  mecet$ 
The  draft  and  all  other  laws  of  the  United  BUt4 
have  been  promptly  apd  fully  executed  in  tfal 
department,  without  diffioulfy  or  trouble  of  an] 
kind  whatever. 

I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  heartv  c«i 
operation  and  zeal  of  the  district  commiod^ 
in  the  department  in  the  discharge  of  tb 
various  ana  perplexing  duties  which  bare  dl 
volv6d  upon  them* 
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Genenl  Snlljr,  oommanding  District  of  Iowa 
lod  the  Indian  expedition ;  General  Sibley^  com- 
Mo&g  District  of  Minnesota,  and  General  T. 
CE  Smith,  commanding  District  of  Wisoonsitt, 
ire  eotitled  to  my  wannest  thanks  for  their  val- 
lable  serrices  and  the  cordial  good  feeling 
vfaidi  they  have  manifested  during  their  entire 
tern  of  service  in  this  department 

To  General  Sally  I  particularly  desire  to  in- 
rite  die  favorable  considerajtion  of  the  War 
I>epartmeQt  His  arduous  and  distinguished 
lerrices  in  organizing  and  conductiiig  the  In- 
dia expedition  and  beating  and  dispersing  the 
eonbined  tribes  of  Indians  in  two  considerable 
IsitOes,  at  such  remote  points  and  in  so  difficult 
leoantry,  and  in  thus  bringing  the  Indians  to 
&e  neceasity  of  asking  peace  from  the  Gbvem- 
tKDt,  entitle  him  to  peculiar  consideration,  and 
Mke  it  proper  for  me  to  renew  the  application 
leretofore  transmitted  for  bis  promotion.  He 
ly  earned  it  fairly,  and  I  trust  and  believe  that 
fte  Government  will  not  hesitate  to  confer  it 
ipoohim. 

To  the  reports  of  Generals  Sully  and  Sibley, 
mA  to  those  of  their  subordinate  commanders,  I 
fdtr  for  details  of  the  various  military  opera- 
tiou  herein  sketched,  and  for  a  proper  repre- 
Mbtition  of  the  distinguished  conduct  of  the 
ttreral  officers  and  of  the  troops  under  their 
I  cheerfully  endorse  their  recom- 


I  tteodations  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
.  k  question. 

I  am.  General,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

ll^Jor-Oenarftl  Oommapdlng . 
Ilhjor-General  H.  W.  Haujbok, 

I  Caiir  of  SUIT  of  the  Army,  WtfhiDgton,  D.  C. 
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LiRLB  Bock,  Ahumbab,  Anguti  16, 1934.    } 

I  Becord  of  military  operations  in  the  Depart- 
,fent  of  Arkansas  for  the  month  of  July,  1864 : 
Foorth.  A  party  of  fifty-five  men  of  the  Third 
jiibiaas  cavalry  vohmteers  from  Lewisburg, 
mi^  command  of  Gaptain  Hamilton  of  that 
ApiD^t,  made  a  nud  into  Searcy,  Arkansas, 
M  killed  seven  rebels,  wounded  four,  and  cap- 
tBred  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  fifty- 
we  men,  who  were  organized  for  Greneral 
J^y^i  command.  They  also  captured  twelve 
pnee  and  mules,  fifteen  stand  of  arms,  and  one 
ji^Ml  of  colors. 

I  &xtfa.  Lieutenant  Mason,  Third  Arkansas  cav- 
^,  returned  to  Lewisbiu*g  from  a  scout  to 
^BTiatown,  haTin|r  captur^  three  deserters, 
pid  destroyed  five  flats  and  skifib. 
uTenth.  A  scenting  party,  consisting  of  one 
F'^teoaot  and  twenty  men,  of  the  Tenu  Illinois 
^ahy  volunteers,  ran  into  a  small  party  of 


Confederates  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Little 
Rock,  killing  and  wounding  four,  and  taking  one 
prisoner. 

Eleventh.  Lieutenant  Treadway,  Third  Ar- 
kansas cavalry,  returned  to  Le wisburg  from  scout 
to  near  Devil's  Fork,  having  killed  rebel  Captain 
Christopher  and  one  roan. 

Twelfth.  Captain  Gill,  Third  Arkansas  cavalry 
volunteers,  returned  to  Lewisbnrg,  havine  had  a 
fight  with  Captain  Adams'  company  on  uie  Ar- 
kansas river,  near  Petit  Jean,  in  which  he  killed 
two  and  wounded  several  of  the  enemy. 

Fourteenth.  A  battalion  of  the  Fourth  Arkan- 
sas cavalry  returned  from  scout  through  Saline, 
Hot  Springs,  and  Montgomery  counties.  Fought 
with  small  bands  of  the  enemy  daily  until  arriv- 
ing at  Farr's  Mill  Captain  Green,  with  twenty- 
five  men  of  this  battauon,  engaged  Crook's  and 
Crawford's  companies,  numbering  about  a  hun- 
dred men,  drove  them,  and  killed  four  and 
wounded  six  of  the  enemy,  without  a  single 
accident  happening  to  his  men. 

The  battalion  lost  during  the  expedition  one 

grivate  killed,  Captain  Guinn  and  Lieutenant 
pirr  and  six  privates  wounded,  and  three  men 
missing. 

Seventeenth.  Lieutenant  Williams,  Third 
Arkansas  cavalry,  returned  to  Lewisburg  from 
scout  to  Norristown,  Dover,  &c.,  having  killed 
three  bushwhackers  and  two  horses  on  the 
Arkansas  river,  below  Norristown. 

Twenty-second.  Captain  Taylor,  Thfrd  Arkan- 
sas cavahy,  returned  to  Lewisburg  from  scout 
to  Red  river,  having  killed  four  of  the  enemy. 

Major  L.  H.  Thadier,  Ninth  Kansas  cavalry, 
while  on  a  scout  fifteen  miles  north-west  of 
Pine  Bluff,  surprised  the  camp  of  Captain  Light- 
foot,  of  Cabell's  command,  wounding  one  man, 
capturing  two  horses,  three  guns,  and  a  large 
amount  of  provisions  and  medical  stores,  which 
he  desfroyed. 

Twenty-fourth.  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  Third 
Arkansas  cavalry  volunteers,  returned  to  Lew- 
isburg from  scout  eight  miles  beyond  camp  My- 
rick,  having  killed  ten  of  Jackman's  and  Shelby's 
men,  and  bringing  in  three  prisoners. 

Twenty-fifth.  A  scouting  party  from  the  Third 
Missouri  cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain 
Jug,  proceeded  to  Benton,  Arkansas,  and  charg- 
ed into  the  town.  Private  Q«orge  Lucas,  com- 
pany C  Third  Missouri  cavahy,  pursued  and 
Killed  the  rebel  Brigadier-General  Greorge  M, 
Holt,  Arkansas  militia,  capturing  his  arms  and 
horse. 

Twenty-sixth.  A  reconnoitering  party,  consist- 
ing of  three  hundred  and  sixty  men  of  the  Fifty- 
sixth  and  SixtiethUnited  States  colored  infantry, 
one  section  of  Lembke's  colored  battery,  the 
whole  under  command  of  Colonel  W.  S.  Brooks, 
Fifty-sixth  United  States  colored  infantry,  moved 
from  Helena,  in  the  direction  of  WaOace's  ferry, 
on  Big  Creek,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
designs  and  force  of  the  enemy.  At  the  same 
time  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  Fifteenth 
Illinois  cavalry  volunteers,  under  command  of 
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Major  Gannichael,  dropped  down  fhe  Missis- 
'  sippi  river  on  board  a  steamer,  and  landing  at  a 
point  below  Old  Town,  marched  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Sims'  ferry,  on  Big  creek,  to  cooperate 
with  Colonel  Brooks. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  crossed  Biff  creek 
at  five  A.  K ,  OD  the  twentv-sizth,  and  learned 
that  the  rebel  General  Dobbins  was  near  there 
in  force,  having  three  regiments,  estimated  at 
fifteen  hundred  men.  Colonel  Brooks  recrossed 
his  command,  Dobbins  crossing  lower  down 
and  before  him,  and  attacked  him  in  front  and 
right  flank  with  vigor.  The  infimtry  and  artil- 
lery held  their  groond  stubbornly  for  several 
hours,  when  Major  Carmichael,  hearing  the  can- 
nonading, made  a  forced  march,  and  charged 
through  Dobbins'  command  just  at  tiie  moment 
when  ne  had  brought  up  his  reserves,  and  was 
about  to  make  a  final  charge.  Oar  forces  imme- 
diately assumed  the  offensive,  and  marched  in 
the  direction  of  Helena,  the  enemy  givine  away 
before  them,  but  following  them  up  wit^n  nine 
miles  of  that  pla6e.  Our  Toss  was  about  fifty  in 
killed  and  wounded,  including  Colonel  Brooks, 
Captain  Lembke,  Adjutant  Pratt,  and  Surgeon 
Stoddard,  of  the  Fifty-sixth  colored,  killed,  and 
Lieutenant  Crane  severely  wounded,  one  caisson 
and  one  limber  were  blown  up,  their  horses 
having  been  killed.  The  enemy's  loss  is  esti- 
mated, by  officers  who  were  in  the  action,  at 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

Twenty-seventh.  A  force  of  between  fifteen 
hundred  and  two  thousand  rebels,  under  General 
Gano,  attacked  our  outpost  seven  miles  from 
Fort  Smith,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred 
men  of  the  Sixth  Kansas,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Mefford,  moving  up  in  two  columns,  the 
one  driving  in  the  pickets  and  the  other  flank- 
ing them. 

Captain  Mefford  fought  his  men  bravely,  but 
was  soon  overpowered,  and  he  and  eighty- 
two  of  his  men  were  taken  prisoners.  The 
enemy  retired  before  reinforcements  could  be 
sent  Ten  of  our  men  were  killed  and  fifteen 
wounded. 

The  enemy  lost  twelve  killed  and  twenty 
wounded  left  on  the  field. 

Major  Galoway,  of  the  First  Arkansas  cavalry, 
routed  Major  Pickles'  and  Buck  Brown's  forces, 
killing  Major  Pickles  and  a  number  of  his  men ; 
and  capturins  thirty-five  horses  and  mules. 
Captain  Wortnington,  of  the  same  regiment, 
subseouently  attacked  a  portion  of  Brown's 
force,  killing  nine,  and  capturing  fifteen  horses 
and  mules. 

Twenty-ninth.  Captain  Napirs,  Third  Arkan- 
sas cavalry,  returned  from  sc^ut  to  Greenbrier, 
having  killed  the  rebel  Captain  Birr  near  Bed 
river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
F.  Steblb, 

MtOor-Qeneral  Commaadini^ 

Brigadier-Gkneral  L.  Thomas, 

14)aUuit-G€iiflnl,  United  SUtet  AimjfWaahingUnt,  t>  CL 
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ilnrCovi,) 
■.JolftT.lSSL   } 

CAPTinr:  I  have  the  honor  tomakeflieic^ 
lowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  divisioQ 
on  the  late  expedition  to  Tupelo,  Mianssippi : 

I  left  La  Grange  on  tbe  mommg  of  tiie  fifik 
instant  with  my  command,  which  was  compoaed 
of  the  following  brigades  and  batteries :  Fint 
brigade,  Colonel  McMiUen,  Ninety-fiftii  Ohio 
volunteer  infantir;  Second  bri^e,  GoIoubI 
Wilken.  Ninth  Minnesota  volunteer  in£u)tz7; 
Third  brigade,  Colonel  Woods,  Twelfth  lova 
volunteer  infantry;  Fourth  brigade,  ColoBfll 
Ward,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  volunteer  iiifuti]^ 
This  brigade  was  a  detachment  from  the  8e^ 
enteenth  Army  Corps,  temporarily  asngaed  to 
my  command.  Second  Iowa  battery,  Lieoteu&t 
Reid  commanding ;   First  niinois,  compaoj  t 

ione  section).  Lieutenant  Ci^un ;  and  a  Uttei;, 
bur  Rodmans,  belonging  to  company  M,  FM 
Missouri,  but  manned  by  Captain  Miller'^  ooa* 
pany,  Sixth  Indiana  battoiy. 

We  arrived  at  Pontotoc  on  the  twelfA  r^ 
stant,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteentk 
moved  toward  Tupelo. 

The  colonel  commanding  brigade  of  odored 
troops,  which  was  in  rear  of  my  division  iboBt 
nine  miles  of  Tupelo,  sent  word  to  me  that  ba 
was  threatened  by  a  laree  force  of  the  enemy. 
I  directed  Colonel  Ward,  whose  brigade  bad 
been  marching  on  the  right  flank  of  &e  train,  to 
place  one  regiment  in  the  rear,  so  that  lia, 
might  be  better  able  to  render  assLataoce  to  tbfr 
n^o  brigade.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered 
Colonel  Woods  to  place  two  of  his  largest  regi* 
ments  on  the  right  flank  of  the  train.  The  cot 
limn  proceeded  in  this  manner  some  fliree  mika 
when  an  attack  was  suddenly  made  on  the  trm 
for  nearly  its  entire  length. 

The  attacking  force,  as  I  have  since  kanedi 
consisted  of  four  brigades  of  cavalry.^  This  a|^ 
tack  was  soon  repulsed.  Colonel  Ward's  hrigade 
taking  the  chief  part  in  the  fight,  and  captoriog 
a  rebel  flag. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed  I  agaia 
started  the  column  on,  keeping  the  wage* 
ahead  of  the  main  column ;  when,  finding  tint 
the  enemy  were  moving  rapidly  at  aome  dii- 
tance  on  my  right  flank  toward  my  firont,  I  pro^ 
ceeded  toward  the  head  of  the  column  for  tb» 
purpose  of  making  arrangements  to  protect  tite 
wagon  train. 

I  had  just  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Nintl 
Minnesota,  which  had  been  sent  forward  tai 
protect  the  train,  when  a  furious  attack  «i«j 
made  on  the  column  a  shq^  distance  to  uij 
rear.  I  immediately  halted  that  regiment  aodj 
faced  it  toward  the  enemy  and  directed  B^d^ 
mishers  to  be  deployed ;  at  the  same  time  u»| 
balance  of  the  brigade  was  halted  hyColow 
McMillen  and  faced  toward  the  enemy,  and  thai 
order  given  to  charge.    The  enemy  was  driven  | 
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in  oonfosion.  I  then  brought  up  the  Eleventh 
Miflsoeri  to  Colonel  McMillen's  support,  but  be- 
fore they  arrived  in  front  the  rebels  had  dis- 
tppetred  and  the  fight  was  over. 

Colonel  M cMillen  and  his  command  displayed 
great  gallautry  in  so  quickly  repulsing  this  at- 
tMk. 

Am  soon  as  our  wounded  had  been  picked  up 
I  again  moved  on  and  arrived  at  the  camp 
aboQtdark. 

The  next  morning  the  deneral  commanding 
fte  expedition  indicated  to  me  the  positions  he 
vt^ed  my  division  to  occupy,  and  I  placed  the 
troops  of  my  conmiad  as  follows:  Colonel 
Woods'  brigade  on  the  left,  its  left  resting  on 
tte  PontotoQ  road,  and  connecting  with  the 
f^t  of  the  Third  division ;  Colonel  Ward's 
kisade  on  the  rieht  of  Colonel  Woods' ;  Colonel 
McMillen's  brigade  on  the  right  of  Ward's ;  and 
(Uonel  Wilken's  brigade  in  reserve. 

The  Second  Iowa  battery  was  placed  on  the 
kft  of  Colonel  Ward's  brigade,  ana  commanded 
fte  Pontotoc  road  and  the  open  field  on  liie 
l%bt  of  that  road.  Captain  Miller's  batteipr 
•IS  placed  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Ward  s 
hrigade,  and  tiie  section  of  Company  E,  First 
Binois  battery  on  the  right  of  Colonel  McMil- 
fan's  brigade. 

The  enemy  commenced  the  attack  at  about 
Uf-past  seven  o*clock  in  the  morning,  coming 
kmn  in  line  of  battle  along  our  front  and  op- 
posite our  left,  moving  in  an  irregular  mass.  I 
irocted  the  fire  to  be  retained  until  they  ap- 
xwched  quite  near,  and  then  opened  on  them 
fith  shell,  canister,  and  musketry.  The  fight 
Mntinued  for  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  when, 
kMfang  that  they  would  not  approach  any  nearer 
m  Hues,  I  ordered  the  third  brigade  to  charge 
m  fliem.  This  was  very  gallantly  done,  and 
le  enemy  driven  from  the  field  with  heavy 

I  had  two  field  officers  and  several  men  sun- 
itnick  during  the  charge,  and  the  enemy, 
^Kme  fallen  back  to  their  led  horses,  disap- 
fMred  firom  our  front 

I  did  not  attempt  to  pursue  them  any  fur- 
te*,  as  my  command  was  well  nigh  exhausted 
rith  the  march  of  nineteen  miles  and  the  fight- 
i^  of  the  day  before ;  in  fact  it  woold  have 
mtk  useless  to  pursue  mounted  infantry  with 
koops  on  foot  under  any  circumstances. 

On  the  morning  of  me  fifteenth,  the  enemy 
|pin  appeared  in  our  front  I  awaited  their 
Rack,  but  finding  that  they  were  not  disposed 
tB  approach  within  musket  shot,  with  the  ex- 
Beption  of  their  skirmishers,  I  moved  upon 
Mm  and  drove  them  about  two  miles,  when 
ky  again  took  to  their  horses  and  fled.  I 
hen  foOowed  the  third  division,  which  had 
j^eady  moved  out  on  the  Ellistown  road.  A 
■ttade  of  cavalry  formed  the  rear  guard. 

rsrived  at  the  camp  on  Oldtown  creek,  and 
MM  there  met  by  a  staff  officer  of  the  (General 
Bflwiinanding  the  expedition,  who  directed  that 
■7  dlTisioD  should  pass  by  the  Third  and  encamp 
Bi  adTaoce  of  them.    Just  as  my  rear  brigade 


had  crossed  the  creek,  and  passed  through  the 
bottom  on  the  north  side  of  it^  several  sheUs 
were  saddenly  dropped  into  the  camp  by  the 
enemy,  who,  it  seems,  had  driven  in  our  cavalry 
the  very  moment  the  infemtry  had  crossed  the 
creek. 

I  was  directed  by  Major-Oeneral  Smith  to 
take  a  brigade  and  drive  the  enemy  back.  I 
moved  the  First  brigade  immediatelv  back,  form- 
ing them  in  line  of  oattle.  I  attacked  the  ene- 
my and  drove  them  about  two  miles. 

Colonel  McMiUen's  brigade  behaved  most 
gallantly,  and  were  led  b^  him,  he  riding  in  ad- 
vance of  them  and  cheering  them  on. 

After  the  enemy  had  been  driven  I  withdrew 
my  troops  and  ordered  them  into  camp,  leaving 
the  position  to  be  held  by  Colonel  Moore,  com- 
manding the  Third  division. 

I  cannot  speak  too  hij^hly  of  the  conduct  of 
both  officers  and  men  in  uie  several  engage* 
ments. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Wilken  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota,  commanding 
second  brigade,  who,  aldiough  he  had  been 
with  the  command  but  a  short  time,  had 
already  endeared  himself  to  both  officers  and 
men  by  his  high-toned  bearing  and  gentlemajoly 
conduct 

I  enclose  herewith  a  sketch  of  the  battle-field 
and  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 

A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  forward- 
to  you. 

I  am.  Captain, 
Yenr  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSBFH  A.  MowxB. 
Brigadier-General  OommAndiiif; 

Captain  J.  H.  Hough, 

iMisUmt  A4jnUiitG«iieraI, 

Blghi  Wing  Sixteeotb  Army  Oorpa 

OOLONKL  UxaaUXS^B  BEPOBT. 


TBnaHii,Jnl]rSS,ltM. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved 
with  my  command  (the  First  brigade.  First 
division.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps)  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  instant  to  the  depot  of  the  Mem- 
phis and  Charleston  railroad,  when  the  Ninth 
Minnesota  infi&ntry,  which  baa  been  temporarily 
assigned,  joined  the  brigade.  The  troops  were 
embarked  on  the  cars,  the  artiUery  and  tndiP 
going  by  road,  the  former  reaching  a  point 
near  La  Fayette,  when  we  encamped  for  the 
night  On  the  morning  of  the  second  instant, 
bv  order  of  Brigadier-^nehJ  Sturgis,  I  was 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  infantry  connected 
with  the  expedition,  which  was  organized  aa 
follows : 

First  brigade:  Colonel  Alexander  Wilken, 
Ninth  Minnesota  in&ntiy,  commanding ;  Seven- 
ty-second  Ohio  infantrv,  veteran  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  G.  Eaton,  command- 
ing; Ninety-fifth  Ohio  infiantry  volunteers, 
Lieutenant4Dolonel  Jefferson  Brombeck,  com- 
manding ;  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois 
infantry  volunteers,  Colonel  DeWitt  C.  Thomas, 
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commaDding ;  Ninth  Minnesota  infantry  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  John  F.  King,  com- 
manding ;  Ninety-third  Indiana  infantry  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Marsh,  command- 
ing; company  E,  First  Illinois  light  artillery, 
Captain  John  A.  Fitch,  commanding;  section 
Sixth  Indiana  battery,  Captain  M.  Miller,  com- 
manding. 

Second  brigade:  Colonel  George  B.  Hoge, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Illinois  infantry, 
commanding;  Eighty-first  Illinois  infantry  vol- 
unteers; Ninety-fifth  Illinois  infantry  volun- 
teers ;  One  hundred  and  eighth  Illinois  infantry 
volunteers;  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Illi- 
nois infantry  volunteers;  One  hundred  and 
twentieth  Illinois  infantry  volunteers ;  Company 
B,  Second  Illinois  light  artillery,  Captain  F.  H. 
Chapman,  commanding. 

Third  brigade:  (Lionel  Edward  Bouton, 
Fifty-ninth  United  States  infantry  (colored), 
commanding  ;  Fifty-fifth  United  States  infantry, 
(colored),  Major  E.  M.  Lowe,  command- 
ing ;  Fifty-ninth  United  States  infantry,  (color- 
ed,) Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  Cowden,  com- 
manding; Battery  F,  Second  United  States 
artillery  (colored),  Captain  C.  A.  Lamburgh 
commanding. 

*Diu:inff  ttie  organization  of  the  infantry  di- 
vision the  large  supply  and  ammunition  train 
was  brought  up  by  the  cavalry  and  turned  over 
to  me  for  safe  conduct.  The  cavalry  moved  on 
the  same  day  in  the  direction  of  L^mar,  and  the 
next  morning  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  the  in- 
fantry was  in  motion  in  the  same  direction. 

From  this  time  until  the  morning  of  the 
tenth  instant,  nothing  of  importance  occurred 
beyond  the  difiSculties  constantly  encountered 
in  consequence  of,  heavy  rains  daily,  causing 
the  streams  to  be  much  swoUen,  and  the  roads 
almost  impassable,  together  with  the  embarrass- 
ment we  labored  under  in  procuring  forage, 
our  line  of  march  being  through  a  country  des- 
titute of  supplies.  Our  progress  was  necessa- 
rily slow  and  laborious,  giving  the  enemy  ample 
opportunity  to  ascertain  our  force  and  make  ar- 
rangements to  meet  us  with  superior  numbers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  ninth  we  reached  a 
point  on  the  Ripley  and  Fulton  road,  fifteen  or 
sixteen  miles  from  the  former  place,  where  we 
<^raped  for  the  night,  marching  on  the  morning 
of  the  tenth  in  the  direction  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  railroad,  expecting  to  strike  it  at  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Guntown.  I  had  proceeded 
some  five  miles  with  the  head  of  the  column, 
and  halted  to  permit  the  wagon  train  to  cross 
the  Hatcbie  nver  and  close  up.  The  road 
through  the  bottom  land  of  this  stream  was 
almost  impassable,  and  we  found  it  impo68i\>le 
to  put  it  in  ^ood  condition. 

While  waiting  at  the  head  of  mv  column  to 
hear  from  the  rear,  I  was  informed  by  General 
Sturgis  that  General  Grierson,  commanding  cav- 
tdrpr  division^had  struck  the  enemy  beyond 
Bnce*s  cross-roads,  some  five  miles  in  advance, 
and  was  ordered  to  move  mv  leading  brigade 
up  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  support  of  the 


cavalry,  leaving  the  other  two  brigades  to  come 
up  wifli  the  train.  I  accordingly  ordered  Col- 
onel Hoge,  commanding  Second  brigade  (tfae 
advance  that  day),  to  move  up  in  quick  time, 
without  any  reference  to  the  column  in  his  rear, 
and  sent  ray  quartermaster  to  dose  op  the 
train,  and  have  it,  with  the  brigades  of  Colonek 
Wilken  and  Bouton,  moved  up  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  I  accompanied  the  advance  brigtde 
and  en  route  to  the  field  received  repeated  and 
urgent  orders  to  move  up  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
as  the  enemy  was  developing  a  lar^e  force  and 
driving  our  cavalry  back.  Colonel  Hoge's  ad- 
vance reeiment,  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth 
Illinois  infantry,  reached  the  cross-roads  be- 
tween one  ana  two  p.  m.,  and  went  into  action 
at  once  on  the  right  of  the  Baldwin  r>«l, 
relieving  Colonel  Waring's  brigade  of  cavahy, 
which  had  been  forced  back  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  Brice's  house.  As  fast  as  Colonel 
Hoge's  regiment  came  up  they  were  deployed 
on  the  right  of  the  Baldwin  road,  extending  the 
line  in  a  semi-circular  form  in  ^e  direction  d 
the  Guntown  road,  relieving  the  cavalry  as  ther 
took  position.  As  soon  as  the  regiments  took 
their  position  in  liue,  skirmishers  were  tiirown 
forward,  and  the  men  told  that  the  enemy  was 
in  their  immediate  presence  in  force,  and  that 
they  must  be  prepared  to  meet  a  heavy  attick 
soon.  The  skirmish  line  was  established  along 
the  whole  front  by  Captain  Femald,  SeTeoty- 
second  Ohio  infantry,  acting  aid-d&-camp,  under 
a  constant  fire  from  the  enemy.  Chapman  was 
ordered  in  battery  in  the  open  ground  about 
Brice's  house,  and  directed  to  open  upon  ^ 
enemy  over  the  heswis  of  our  men. 

Soon  after  Hoge's  brigade  was  placed  it 
position,  the  First  brigade.  Colonel  Wilken,  came 
up,  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  infantry  in  advance. 
This  re^ment  was  immediately  placed  in  line 
on  the  left  of  the  Baldwin  road,  with  instruc- 
tions to  assist  the  regiments  of  Heme's  left  in 
holding  that  road,  and  to  govern  itsSelf  by  the 
movements  of  his  brigade.  The  One  Hundr&l 
and  Fourteenth  Illinois  infantry  coming  next 
was  placed  on  Ae  right  of  Hoge's  brigade  com- 
pleting the  line  to  the  Guntown  road,  and 
relieving  the  cavalry  to  that  point  The  Ninety 
third  Indiana  infantry,  Colonel  Thomas,  was 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  Guntown  road,  over 
which  it  was  very  evident  the  enemy  was  thai 
advancing  to  attack.  The  Seventv-second  Ohio 
infantry  and  Miller's  section  of  the  Sixth  Indi- 
ana battery  were  posted  on  an  eminence  in  the 
rear  of  Brice's  house  to  keep  the  enemy  from 
getting  possession  of  a  bridge  a  short  distancd 
back  tmd  cutting  us  off.  Sattery  E,  First  mi- 
nois  light  artillery,  Captain  Fitch,  and  the  Kintb 
Minnesota  infantry,  LieutenantColonel  JIarsk 
commanding,  were  held  in  reserve  near  tii© 
cross-roads.  Colonel  Bouton'g  brigade  of  col- 
ored troops  had  charge  of  the  tndn  on  fliit  day 
and  had  not  yet  come  up. 

The  arrangements  mentioned  above  had  not 
yet  been  fmly  completed  before  the  enemy 
made  a  furious  attack  along  the  whole  line  and 
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01  Mch  iuik,  deyeloping  the  fmct  that  his  foroe 
vu  fiff  saperior  to  that  portion  of  ours  then 
ngaced.  My  extreme  right  after  a  sharp  and 
Uoodj  contest  was  forced  back,  and  I  was 
obfigad  to  throw  in  the  only  regiment  I  had  in 
merre  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  reestablish 
mj  line  at  that  point.  This  work  was  gallantly 
perfonned  by  the  Ninth  Minnesota  nnder  tiie 
aeroic  Marsh,  and  I  desire  here  to  express  to 
kizD  and  bia  brave  men  inv  thanks  for  tiieir 
inaneaa  and  bravery  which  alone  saved  the 
aaj  at  that  critical  moment  from  ntter  defeat 
and  probable  capture. 

As  the  enemy  on  onr  right  was  being  driven 

bick  by  the  Ninth  Minnesota  and  Thirteenth 

bdana,  I  directed  Gaptain  Fitch  to  put  one 

•ecdon  of  his  battery  in  position  on  the  Gun- 

tewn  road  and  sweep  it  with  grape  and  canister. 

Smd  after  oar  sacoess  on  me  right  the  regi- 

■ents  on  the  left  and  left  centre  eave  back  m 

ttDfliderable   confosion,  the    rebels   followine 

ftcm  Id  force  np  to  the  road  over  which  we  had 

•dfanced,  and  from  which  they  were  kept  by 

ie  Seventy-second  Ohio  and  Miller's  battery, 

foiled  in  oar  rear.    I  endeavored,  aided  bv  my 

,  iftd,  to  raDy  the  different  re^ments,  and  get 

.  Am  to  advance  to  their  ori^^al  position,  bat 

Mtd,  ancoeeding,  however,  m  forming  a  line 

I  ifeog  the  Baldwin  road,  and  at  right  angles 

l,«itfa  it,  parallel  to  the  Falton  road,  in  which 

Ckkm  I  fooght  nntil  again  flanked  on  the 
lad  greathr  exposed  to  a  capture  of  the 
Jftoopaengagea. 

|-    At  this  time  I  sent  word  to  Qeneral  Storgis 

I  ftat  I  vaa  hard  pressed,  and  that  unless  relieved 

looQ  I  woald  be  obliged  to  abandon  my  position. 

I  vaa  informed  that  he  had  nothing  to  send  me, 

>  md  diat  I  mast  use  my  discretion  as  to  holding 

,  mj  position.    It  had  been  evident,  for  some 

.iM,  that  the  troops  could  not  remain  in  that 

iMitioa  long,  as  the  enemy  were  fast  closing 

^■iNod  as.    I  therefore  determined  to  retire,  and 

bia  order  to  do  so,  directed  Ci^tains  Fitch  and 

tflbipmn  to  open  a  rapid  fire,  with  grape  and 

'.IMJater,  along  theroaos  and  through  woods  in 

jn  inmiediate  front,  and  to  maintain  it  until  the 

fhiDtjy  were  well  nnder  way,  and  that  I  would 

.fna  another  line,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  to 

'%mf  the  enemy  firom  the  cross-roads  until  they 

r  md  get  their  pieces  away.  This  new  line  was 

ripolomratioa  of  that  occupied  by  the  Seventy- 

,  •OQod  Ohio  inCazktry.  and  was  formed  by  that 

iMfwnt,  &e  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  in&utry,  and 

kiMttwo  hundred  dismounted  men  of  the  Tenth 

rJiwrari  cavalry,  undw  Gaptain  Gurrry,  who  re- 

lirted  to  me  for  orders  on  the  field,  and  ren- 

pnd  valnable  and  gallant  servioe  in  assisting 

likld  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  retreating 

rt—a  bad  passed. 

the  main  portion  of  the  I>1r8t  and  Second  bri- 
pdca,  which  had  been  hotly  engaged  with  the 
Imbj  (or  neariy  three  hours,  now  retired  under 
tiver  of  this  new  line,  and  oontiniied  to  march 
%the  flank  to  the  rear.  Just  after  croeshig  a 
l$A  Kream,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  the 
war  the  cross-roads,  I  met  the  Fifty-fiflh 


United  States  in&ntry  (colored).  Major  E.  M. 
Lowe  commanding ;  I  posted  ms  regiment  on 
the  left  of  the  rotui,  with  instructions  to  hold 
his  position  until  the  troops  then  engaged  should 
retire,  when  he  could  bring  up  the  rear.  A  short 
distance  further  to  the  rear  I  met  Golonel  Bou- 
ton,  with  the  Fifty-ninth  United  States  infantry 
(colored),  and  Lambureh's  section  of  artillery, 
in  a  good  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  i 
remained  with  him  until  the  other  reeiments  of 
his  brigade,  which  had  been  posted  near  the 
creek  referred  to  above,  fell  back,  and  ordered 
it  into  line  on  his  left,  directing  Golonel  Bouton 
to  hold  the  enemv  in  check  as  long  as  possible, 
in  order  to  give  the  retiring  column  time  to  take 
up  a  new  postion  in  the  rear,  which  was  done 
on  a  ridge  near  a  white  house,  about  one  and  a 
half  or  two  miles  from  the  battle-field. 

This  line  was  formed  by  portions  of  the  First 
and  Second  brigades,  the  whole  under  com- 
mand of  Golonel  Wilken,  and  Golonel  Bouton  was 
informed  by  Lieutenant  Barber,  of  my  staff, 
that  he  could  Call  back  and  take  up  a  new  po- 
sition in  the  rear  of  this  line,  my  object  being  to 
retire  by  successive  lines. 

In  the  mean  time  the  wagon  train  and  artil- 
lery were  moving  to  the  rear  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. 

When  Golonel  Bouton  fell  back  the  enemy 
followed  him  up  in  heavy  force,  and  the  line 
established  at  the  white  house  soon  fell  back  to 
another  position  in  the  rear,  when  a  stand  was 
made  and  the  enemy  repulsed.  In  this  affair 
the  Ninth  Minnesota  again  took  a  conspicuous 
part,  and  the  colored  regiments  fought  with  a 
gallantry  which  oommended  them  to  me  favor  of 
tiieir  comrades  in  arms.  I  desire  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  bravery  and  endurance,  as  well  as  the  gal- 
lantry of  Golonel  0)wden  and  Major  Lowe, 
commanding  regiments.  This  checked  the  pur- 
suit and  ended  the  fighting  for  that  evening. 
The  whole  column  was  then  put  in  motion  for 
Ripley.  Upon  reaching  the  crossing  of  the 
Hatchie  the  wagon  train  was  found  stuck  and 
the  road  completely  blockaded,  so  that  the 
art^ery  had  to  be  abandoned,  after  long-oon- 
tinued  and  laborious  effort,  on  the  part  of  bat- 
tery commanders  and  the  men  generally,  to  get 
it  through. 

I  arrived  at  Ripley,  in  company  with  the  Qen* 
neral  commanding,  about  five  o'clock  i.  M.^n 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant  I  at  once 
commenced  the  reorganization  of  mv  division. 
At  seven  and  a  half  ▲.  v.  I  reported  my  com- 
mand reorganised  and  in  tolerably  good  shape, 
with  the  exception  that  many  of  uie  men  had 
thrown  away  their  arms  during  the  retreat,  and> 
that  those  who  had  arms  were  short  of  ammu- 
nition. I  was  directed  by  Oeneral  Sturgis  to 
move  out  on  the  Salem  road,  in  rear  of  the  First 
brigade  of  cavalry,  then  in  advance.  Before 
the  troops  aU  left  the  town  of  Ripley  the  enemy 
made  a  furious  attack  upon  the  place,  gaining 
possession  of  tiie  road  on  which  we  were  march- 
ing, and  cutting  my  command  in  two.  In  thia 
a^ick  the  oolored  regiments  and  a  part  of  Hoge*s 
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brigade  were  engaged,  and,  until  overpowered 
bj  superior  numbers,  fought  bravely.  That 
portion  of  the  column  cut  ofif  moved  out  on  a 
road  leading  north  from  Ripley,  and,  under  the 
brave  and  successfol  leadership  of  Colonel 
Wi&en,  succeeded  in  reaching  Memphis.  The 
enemy   followed   and   fought   our   retreating 


column  to  tiie  vicinity  of  CoDiersviHe,  wliidi 
place  we  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  twc^ 
mstant,  having  marched  some  ninety  miks  wi&- 
out  rest 

As  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  at  the  date  of 
this  report,  the  following  table  wiH  exhibit  the 
casualties  of  the  infanlzy  division : 


First  brigade. . 
Seoond  brigade 
Third  brigade  . , 

TolaL , 


Oommls- 
sloned 


BDllsted 
men. 


88 
U 

109 


181 


Gommle- 
sioned 
offloen. 


10 

"a* 


18 


BQlteted 


14S 

'iii' 


370 


Oommifl- 
sl'^ned 
ofltoere. 


85 
18 


81 


Enlisted 


811 
407 
160 


1.878 


sioDed 


87 
88 
U 


W4 

411 


1J» 


In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
courage,  fidelity,  and  efficiency  of  my  staff  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  the  tenth.  As  has  always  been 
liie  case,  they  performed  their  whole  duty. 

My  orderlies,  Francis  De  Freitas,  of  the  Hun- 
dred and  Fourteenth,  and  Nathan  Cochran,  of 
the  Seventy-second,  deserve  especial  mention 
for  their  conspicuous  gallantry  and  intelligent 
performance  of  every  tnist 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  official 
reports  of  commanding  officers  of  brigades,  to 
which  you  are  respectfully  referred  for  a  more 
particular  notice  of  those  officers  worthy  of 
mention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain, 
Very  respectfoUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  McMlLLBN, 
Cotonel  mneiy^lfth  Ohio  lofkaUy,  Oenunanding  DiTiskm. 
Captain  W.  G.  Rawaujb, 

A.  D.  C,  0.  &  ▲.,  and  A.  A.  A.  O. 

COLONEL  WILKEK'S  BEPORT. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Colonel  commanding,  the  part 
taken  by  the  First  brigade,  infantry  division, 
commanded  by  myself,  in  the  recent  engagement 
at  Brice's  cross-roads,  near  Guntown,  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  tenth  instant  My  brigade  on  that 
day  marched  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  brigade, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Ho^e;  the  Third  (colored) 
brigade,  commanded  by  Q>lonel  Bouton,  being 
in  uie  rear  of  the  First  About  eleven  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth,  firing  was  heard  in 
front,  and  I  was  shortlv  after  inarmed  that  our 
cavalry  had  engaged  that  of  the  enemy  and  been 
driven  back  from  Brice's  <»ioss-road8,  about  six 
miles  in  advance.  Soon  after,  the  Second  brig- 
ade was  ordered  to  advance  at  double-quick, 
and  I  received  orders  to  march  m^  command  as 
rapidly  as  I  could  do  without  leaving  the  supply 
train. 

Soon  after  hearing  that  tiie  Second  brigade 
was  being  seriously  pressed,  I  sent  for  permis- 


sion to  advance  more  rapidly,  leaving  the  tnin 
to  be  protected  by  the  Third  brigade.  Permis- 
sion havine  been  obtained,  I  moved  on  the 
double-quick  for  about  one  mile,  and  readied 
Brice's  house  about  half-past  one  o'clock,  when 
the  l»igade  was  halted.  Colonel  McMillan  then 
led  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brombeck  commanding,  down  t^e  road  leadinc 
past  Brice's  house  toward  Baldwin,  and  postd 
it  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  on  the  left  of  the 

Illinois,  about  one  fourth  of  a  mile  beyond 

Brice's  house.  I  then  returned  with  htm  to  the 
brigade,  and  was  directed  to  repair  with  the 
Seventy-second  Ohio  and  the  section  of  0^ 
tain  Miller's  Sixth  Indiana  battery  to  tiie  knoU,  on 
which  stood  a  log  house,  about  eight  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  Brice's  house,  and  on  the  right 
as  you  go  to  Ripley.  After  die  guns  had  been 
placed  in  position,  and  Captain ^"s  com- 
pany of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  had  been 
thrown  forward  toward  tiie  woods  in  front,  tiie 
balance  of  the  regiment  having  formed  in  line 
on  its  left  for  support,  understanding  that  the 
enemv  were  endeavoring  to  get  around  our  left 
in  order  to  reach  the  train  on  tiie  Ripley  road, 
I  directed  Captain  Miller  to  throw  a  few  sheDs 
into  the  timber,  which  was  d<me  with  great 
precision  and  effect,  and  which  evidentiy 
checked  their  progress.  Soon  after  I  wis 
joined  by  about  seventy-five  dismounted  cav* 
airy;  under  command  of  an  officer  whose  nune 
I  hAve  not  been  able  to  learn,  who  formed  line 
and  kept  up  a  spirited  fire  upon  the  eoeniy 
advancmg  from  the  direction  of  the  cross-roads. 
Shortly  after  this  a  small  body  of  the  enemy, 
evidently  skirmishers,  were  seen  croeBin|  the 
open  field  in  our  rear,  and  toward  the  Ripley 
road.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eaton,  oommandiK 
the  Seventy-second  Ohio,  in  connection  wim 
the  dismounted  cavalry,  opened  fire  upon  them, 
and  drove  them  back  in  confusion  to  the  wocxfo. 
About  this  time  I  was  direcM  by  a  staff  ofr 
oer  of  the  Colonel  commanding  to  advance  with 
the  Seventy-second  Ohio  across  the  open  fields 
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in  ov  froot  aod  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
tik»  a  position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  After 
prooeeding  a  short  distance,  orders  were  given 
to  return  to  the  first  position,  which  was  done. 
Upon  my  return  I  found  Gaptain  Miller  had  left 
with  his  guns,  as  I  presume  with  orders  given 
(hriiig  my  absence,  his  support  having  been 

KiDoved.    About  tibis  time  Gaptain ,  of 

tbe regiment,  A.  D.,  reported  to  me  with 

bis  company,  and  although  wounded  in  the  leg 
and  the  only  officer  with  the  companv,  expressea 
his  readiness  to  be  of  service.  I  directed  him 
tu  seod  a  few  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  log- 
bouse  into  the  ravine,  and  to  form  the  remainder 
of  hk  command  behind  the  fences  and  log 
biiikiiDgB  near-by,  which  was  done.  Soon 
after  die  enen^'s  shells  and  canister  were  &11- 
iBg  thick  and  fost  around  us.  The  remainder  of 
oar  force  had  passed  us,  and  we  were  left 
akne.  Turning,  I  observed  my  command 
laoving  by  the  flank  to  the  rear,  across  ^e 
creek  and  bottcmi,  having,  as  I  understood,  been 
ordered  to  fall  back  in  order  to  form  a  new  line. 
&viog  proceeded  about  half  a  mile,  Bri^adier- 
GeDoal  Grierson  rode  np  and  directed  Lieuten- 
ttM)donel  Eaton  to  form  his  regiment  behind 
tbe  feooes  on  die  right  of  the  road,  in  rear  of 
ipea  fiekls,and  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
SB  bi^  as  practicable.  I  then  rode  on  to  over- 
li^  the  balance  of  the  brigade. 

At  the  white  house,  about  a  mile  in  the  rear, 
ud  in  the  road,  I  found  the  Nine^-fifth  Ohio, 
yinety-lhird  Indiana,  One  Hundred  and  Four- 
teenth Illinois,  and  Ninth  Minnesota.  I  was 
tbea  directed  by  the  Gobnel  commanding  divi- 
noo  to  form  my  turigade  in  line  on  the  nght  of 
tbe  road  (as  you  go  toward  Riplev),  and  to 
eaaiest  the  ground,  if  possible,  notil  night  set 
ia.  I  was  informed  that  the  Second  brigade 
fCoIaod  Hoge  commanding),  and  ttie  Third 
ipAoitd)  brigade.  Golonel  Bouton  commanding, 
me  on  oor  right,  and  that  Golonel  McMillen 
bad  himsdf  placed  the  Ninety-third  Indiana  and 
Hnetjr-fifth  Ohio  on  the  left  of  the  Second  bri- 
gade, I  was  instructed  that  when  they  should  be 
obfiged  to  retire  through  my  lines,  my  command 
■bould  remain,  the  brigades  relieving  each 
itber  as  they  retired.  I  formed  the  Ninth  Min- 
aasota  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois 
rnpectively  on  the  right  of  the  road  as  you  go 
toward  lUpley,  and  sent  out  skirmishers,  who 
soon  found  the  enemy  in  front. 

lievtenaotFGolonel  King  having  informed  me 
tbat  his  ammunition  was  almost  exhausted,  I 
directed  Lieutenant  Gruse,  Ninth  Minnesota  vol- 
QiteecB,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  to  proceed  to  the  rear  to 
procure  a  supply,  but  finding  no  means  of  trans- 
lation, he  brought  back  one  box  on  his 
Mne.  The  fighting  at  this  time  was  severe, 
eoBtknong  for  over  half  an  hour,  and  untU  sun- 
down, with  considerable  loss,  when,  being  in- 
tnwd  that  we  had  no  support  on  right  or  left, 
■ad  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  move  around 
■ir  flank,  I  ordered  the  coBunand  to  fall  back, 
vbich  they  did  in  good  order,  frequently  facing 
totbe  rear  and  firmg  upon  tbe  enemy.    We 


shortiy  after  received  an  enfilading  fire,  as  we 
moved  down  the  road,  when  I  placed  the  com- 
mand amonff  the  trees  on  one  side.  We  soon 
arrived  at  the  slope  where  part  of  the  train  had 
been  abandoned  and  a  portion  burned. 

Shortly  after  passing  the  creek  I  discovered 
the  Bkirmishers  of  the  Third  brigade  in  the  open 
fields  on  our  left  Perceiving  an  officer  with 
them,  I  directed  him  to  have  the  men  form  on 
the  right  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota,  in  a  thicket  in 
front  of  which  were  large  open  fields  over 
which  the  enemy  must  pass.  He  informed  me 
that  he  was  not  in  command,  but  pointed  out  to 
me  Lieutenant-Golonel  Grawdon,  who  was  severe- 
ly wounded.  The  Ninth  Minnesota  formed,  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois  being  on 
the  right,  as  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant^ol- 
onel  King.  The  enemy  soon  appeared  in  large 
numbers,  but  not  in  line,  when  a  neavy  fire  was 
opened  upon  them  from  the  thicket,  which  was 
kept  up  for  about  twenty  minutes,  and  large 
numbers  felL  They  retired  in  confusion.  This 
was  between  sundown  and  dark,  and  the  enemy 
did  not  again  appear  in  force.  About  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  I  halted  the  commana  in 
order  to  give  them  rest  At  this  point  an  offi- 
cer in  command  of  a  squadron  ot  cavalry  re- 
Eorted  to  me  that  the  camp  fires  in  front  were 
uilt  by  him,  under  orders  from  the  General 
commanding,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  was  directed  to  remain  until  we 
had  passed,  and  then  proceed  to  the  front  I 
then  moved  forward  the  command  until  I  joined 
the  colored  brigade.  The  progress  was  slow, 
and  I  was  informed  that  we  were  delaved  by 
the  train  which  was  slowly  passing  the  Dottom- 
land  and  creek  some  distance  ahead.  About 
midnight  I  was  informed  that  the  portion  of  the 
train  in  front  had  been  abandoned,  its  further 
progpress  being  impossible.  Finding  this  to  be 
the  case,  I  directea  the  animals  remaining  with 
the  rear  of  the  train  to  be  taken  out  and  the 
wagons  abandoned.  The  train  was  not  burned, 
as  1  thought  it  probable  that  our  line  of  battle 
had  been  reformed  beyond,  and  that  it  might 
be  yet  saved.  Moreover  I  feared  the  conflagra- 
tion might  lead  the  enemy  to  believe  that  we 
were  in  full  retreat,  and  lead  to  their  immediate 
advance  in  force. 

About  daylight  the  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry 
passed  us  gomg  to  the  front  Shortly  after,  our 
rear  was  fired  upon  bv  small  parties  of  guer- 
rillas. At  the  Llewelfen  church  we  found  Gol- 
onel Window's  brigade  of  cavalry  formed  in 
echelon  bpr  squadron,  who  were  skirmishing 
sharply  vnith  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  stream.  Arriving  at  Ripley  at  half-past 
seven  ▲.  m.,  I  waited  for  orders,  but  receiving 
none,  and  perceiving  other  troops  continue  to 
pass  on  the  road  to  the  front,  the  cavalry  re- 
maining to  protect  our  rear,  I  again  took  up  the 
line  of  maron.  Hearing  at  the  cross-roads,  where 
I  halted  for  an  hour,  that  tibe  enemy  in  force 
was  falling  upon  a  lai^e  detachment  of  our  men 
on  the  Salem  road,  and  that  a  large  cavalry  force 
was  about  three  miles  in  our  rear,  and  being 
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almost  out  of  ammunition,  I  concluded  to  follow 
the  Salisbury  road,  and  toward  evening  was 
joined  by  Captain  Foster,  Fifty-ninth  regiment 
A.  D.,  with  about  six  hundred  of  his  own  and 
the  Fifty-fifth  regiment  A.  D.,  he  having  crossed 
over  from  the  Salem  road,  which  he  considered 
unsafe.  That  night  we  bivouodcked  near  Brooks', 
about  five  miles  from  Salisbury.  The  next  morn- 
ing at  daylight  we  resumed  the  march,  and  after 
proceeding  about  three  miles  turned  to  the  left, 
taking  a  settlement  road  leading  to  Davis*  mills. 
Upon  arriving  at  Davis',  I  found  the  bridge 
partially  destroyed,  and  upon  halting  to  repair 
it  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  considerable  number 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  soon  driven  back,  after 
wounding  two  of  our  men  on  the  hill,  and  one 
of  the  flankers  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Four- 
teenth Illinois,  and  hitting  the  horse  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel King,  while  passing  the  swamps  be- 
yond the  bridge.  Soon  after,  we  were  again 
attacked  in  front,  but  owing  to  the  vigilance  of 
the  half-breed  scouts  of  company  H,  Ninth 
Minnesota,  and  the  handsome  conduct  of  &e 
advanced  guard  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio,  under 

command  of  Captain ,  they  were  unable 

to  do  much  execution.  At  one  time  our  rear 
was  charged  upon  by  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  Buford's  cavalry,  but  they  were  repulsed 
by  the  negro  troops  and  a  few  of  the  half-breeds. 
Our  rear  was,  however,  occasionally  fired  upon 
until  long  after  dark,  but  the  imperturbable 
coolness  and  steadiness  of  the  colored  troops, 
under  command  of  Captain  Foster,  kept  them  in 
check  and  prevented  confusion. 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth, 
the  command  bivouacked  four  miles  eas^of  Col- 
liersville,  which  place  was  reached  about  nine 
A.  M.  next  day.  We  found  here  neither  cars,  ra- 
tions, nor  reinforcements.  The  conmiand  rested 
until  noon.  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant  Uos- 
mer,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Illinois, 
Brigade  Inspector,  volunteered  to  proceed  to 
some  point  on  the  railroad  from  which  informa- 
tion could  be  communicated  of  our  approach. 

He  was  joined  by  Captain ,  of  the  Otoe 

Hundred  and  Eighth  Illinois,  Sergeant , 

and  two  privates.  Within  three  miles  of  Col- 
liersville  they  were  attacked  by  a  party  num- 
bering about  fifteen,  who  ordered  them  to  halt. 
Their  horses,  alreadyjaded,  were  put  to  tiieir 
speed.  Although  frequently  fired  upon  and 
closely  followed,  no  one  of  the  party  was  killed 
or  wounded.  I  reeret  to  say,  however,  that  the 
gallant  captain  and  the  sergeant  were  captured. 
The  lieutenant  and  the  two  privates  arrived  in 
safety  at  White's  station  at  ten  ▲.  m. 

As  the  command  approached  the  vicinity 
where  the  party  referred  to  was  attacked,  the 
column  was  halted  and  the  scouts  sent  in  ad- 
vance, who  soon  discovered  a  party  of  ^e 
enemy.  Skirmishing  conthiued  until  the  whistle 
of  the  train  which  brought  reinforcements  was 
heard.  Hard  bread  was  here  issued  to  the  men, 
while  the  inflBuitiy  reinforoements  sod  the  cav- 


alry command  under  Major  Malone  formed  Hne 
of  battle  in  front  of  the  train  in  time  to  meet 
the  attack  of  a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
The  command,  numbering  about  one  thoQSsnd 
six  hundred,  of  the  different  brigades,  anived 
in  Memphis  on  the  same  eveoing  (tfairteeDtii 
instant),  in  a  pitiable  condition.  Nearly  all  were 
barefooted,  their  feet  badJy  blistered  and 
swollen,  and  in  some  cases  poisoned.  Most  of 
them  had  eaten  nothing  for  three  days,  and  all 
had  suffered  from  want  of  food. 

Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  the  Ninetj- 
third  Indiana;  Lieutenant-Colonel  King,  com- 
manding the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illi- 
nois; Lieutenant^lonel  Brombeck,  command- 
ing Ninety-fifth  Ohio ;  Lieutenant-Oc^el  Baton, 
commanding  Seventy-second  Ohio  ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marsh,  commanding  Ninth  Minnesota; 
Captain  Fitch,  commanding  light  battery  com- 
panv  E,  and  Captain  Miller,  commanding  section 
of  Sixth  Indiana  battery,  deserve  especial  men- 
tion for  the  judicious  and  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  handled  their  respective  comandB. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colon^ 
King,  Brombeck,  and  Eaton,  and  Lienteoaot- 
Colonel  Floyd,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
tieth Illinois,  and  other  officers,  for  informatioa 
in  regard  to  the  roads  over  which  we  passed  in 
the  retreat 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  tiie  condact  of 
each  member  of  my  staff  The  duties  imposed 
upon  them  were  onerous  in  the  extreme,  owing 
to  their  limited  number.  Lieutenant  Cmse, 
Adjutant  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-C^neral,  although  under  fire  for 
tiie  first  time,  conducted  hiniself  witii  all  the 
coolness  of  a  veteran.  Lieutenant  Hosmer,  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Illinois,  Inspec- 
tor of  the  brigade,  rendered  me  great  service  ai 
an  Aid.  His  gallant  conduct  deserves  great 
praise.  I  am  ako  greatly  indebted  to  Lieuten- 
ant Bailey,  of  the  Nineteeenth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  who  volunteered  his  services  as  an  Aid 
early  in  the  action,  and  remained  with  me,  ren- 
dering valuable  service,  until  obliged  to  rejoin 
his  regiment  Acting  Brigade  Burgeon  R.  H. 
Bingham,  and  Acting  Brigade  Qoartermaster, 
Lieutenant  Mower,  of  the  One  Handred  and 
Fourteenth  Blinois  infEmtry^  perfanned  with 
credit  their  respective  duties. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  tiie  regi- 
mental and  battery  commanders,  with  the  lists 
of  casualties  accompanying  the  same.  I  would 
here  remark  that  I  had  no  opportnnitnr  of  seeing 
the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  while  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Its  severe  loss  attests  its  gaOant  con 
duct  and  great  exposure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Albs.  Wuxml 
CMoMl  Ntatti  XUaiflMla  InfittUr  VbliatMn, 

»a(UncFtntBritwle,te 


Lieutenant  0.  H.  Abel, 

1.  A.  A.  Q.  Inaatry  DfTtoka,  IT.  a  Voroei,  ta^ 
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Doa  50. 
SPEECH  OF  JEFFEBSON  DAVIS 

AT  OOLDMBU,  S.  a,  OCTOBBt  4, 1861 

Lions  A2n>  Gsotlkheiy  of  the  Mbtropolis 
or  BocTH  Gabouh A :  Your  Mayor  has  welcomed 
me  to  yoTir  home.  I  receive  his  greetiDg  with 
that  gratitude  which  one  only  feels  when  he 
bears  expressed  the  language  of  commendation 
from  those  whose  silence  wonld  have  made  him 
realize  that  his  conduct  had  heen  bad  indeed. 
If  in  ttiis  ereat  struggle  for  t^e  rights  of  the 
States  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  se- 
cure the  possession  of  which,  and  to  transmit 
which  to  us,  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution  shed 
tbeir  blood,  South  Carolina,  who  has  stood  for 
thirty  years  in  the  vanguard,  should  give  him 
who  asserted  those  rights  no  word  of  well  done, 
he  might  feel  convinced  that  he  had  faded,  as  a 
pidJic  servant,  to  perform  his  mission,  and  as  a 
nan  had  proven  unable  to  cope  with  the  respon- 
sibilities of  his  position.  Therefore,  it  is,  Mr. 
Miyor,  and  fellow-citizens  of  Columbia,  that  1 
feel  heartily  grateful  for  the  welcome  received 
it  your  hands. 

South  Carolina  has  straggled  nobly  in  the 
w,  and  suffered  many  sacrifices.  There  is, 
indeed,  no  portion  of  our  land  where  the  pall  of 
monming  has  not  been  spread ;  but  I  thank  the 
Giver  of  all  good,  that  our  people  stiU  remain 
firm  there,  above  all  other  places.  I  am  told 
there  have  been  none  to  waver  and  none  to 
donbt  It  often  happens  that  at  a  distance 
from  a  scene  of  action,  men,  who  if  present 
would  measure  it,  magnify  danger,  until  at  last 
those  become  despondent  whose  hearts,  if  ac- 
toaDy  stirred  by  perils,  would  no  sooner  think 
of  shrinking  from  the  prompt  performance  of 
duly  than  the  gallant  sons  of  South  Carolina, 
whose  blood  has  so  generously  flowed  on  the 
nany  battle-fields  of  this  war.  But  if  there  be 
any  who  feel  tiiat  our  cause  is  in  danger,  that 
hul  succeiss  may  not  crown  our  efforts,  that  we 
are  not  stronger  to^ay  than  when  we  began 
the  stmegle,  that  we  are  not  able  to  continue 
tiie  sopiMM  to  our  armies  and  to  our  people, 
let  all  such  read  a  contradiction  in  the  smiling 
hct  of  our  land,  and  the  teeming  evidences  of 
plenty  wMch  everywhere  greet  the  eye;  let 
them  go  to  those  places  where  brave  men  are 
slndiiig  in  firont  oi  the  foe,  and  there  receive 
the  aasuranoe  that  we  shall  have  final  success, 
SBd  that  every  man  who  does  not  live  to  see 
his  eomitry  fifee,  will  see  a  freeman's  grave, 
llppteiue.] 

There  are  those  who,  like  the  Israelites  of 
old,  are  longing  to  turn  baok  to  the  fiesh-pots 
they  Ittve  foft ;  who  have  thought  there  still 
n^  have  been  some  feasible  mode  of  reconcil- 
iaboti,  and  even  be  willing  to  rush  into  a  reoon- 
stroctioo  <^  the  Union.  Such,  I  am  glad  to 
k&ow,  do  not  flourish  on  the  soil  of  South  Caro- 
ISxm,  Sooh  cannot  be  the  sentiments  of  any 
nan  in  the  Confederate  States,  if  he  will  amy 
reflect  tfaact  from  the  beginning  down  to  the 
ptesttttt hom^ your  Qotemmentnas made  every 


effort  within  its  power  to  avoid  a  collision  of 
arms  in  the  first  instance,  and  since  then,  to  ob- 
tain every  possible  means  of  settlement,  honor- 
able to  ourselves,  based  on  a  recognition  of  our 
independence.  First  we  sent  commissiohers  to 
ask  on  what  terms  the  quarrel  could  be  adjust- 
ed, and  since  that  time  we  have  proclaimed  in 
every  public  paper,  oar  desire  for  peace.  In- 
solently our  every  effort  has  been  met.  The 
Vice-Ptesident  of  the  Confederate  States  was 
refused  a  passport  to  the  North,  when  his  ob- 
ject was  negotiation — ^that  means  by  which  all 
wars  must  he  terminated.  The  door  was  rude- 
ly shut  in  our  faces.  Intervention  and  recog- 
nition by  foreign  states,  so  long  anticipated  has 
proved  an  ignis  fatuta.  There  is,  then,  but  one 
means  by  which  you  can  hope  to  gain  inde- 
pendence and  an  honorable  peace,  and  that  is 
by  uniting  with  harmony,  energy  and  determi- 
nation, in  fighting  those  great  battles,  and 
achieving  those  great  victories,  which  wiU 
teach  the  world  that  we  can  defend  our  rights, 
and  the  Yankee  nation  that  it  is  death  to  invade 
them.     [Applause.] 

With  every  Confederate  victory  our  stocks 
rise  in  the  foreign  market— that  touchstone  of 
European  sentiment  With  every  noble  achieve- 
ment that  influences  the  public  mind  abroad, 
you  are  taking  one  step  forward,  and  bringing 
foreign  nations  one  step  nearer  your  aid,  in 
recognizing  and  lending  you  friendly  interven- 
tion, whenever  they  are  satisfied  that,  interven- 
tion or  no  intervention,  the  Confederacy  can 
sustain  itself. 

Does  any  one  believe  that  Yankees  are  to  be 
conciliated  by  terms  of  concession  ?  Does  any 
man  imagine  that  we  can  conquer  the  Yankees 
by  retreating  before  them,  or  do  you  not  all 
know  that  the  only  way  to  make  spaniels  civil 
is  to  whip  them  ?  And  you  can  whip  them,  if 
all  the  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  will  do 
their  duty  by  taking  their  places  under  the 
standard  of  their  country,  before  the  veteran 
troops  of  the  North  receive  the  fresh  increment 
which  is  being  gathered  in  the  Northern  States. 
Now  is  the  good  and  accepted  time  for  every 
man  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  his  country,  and 
crush  the  invader  upon  her  soil ;  and  this,  I 
believe  is  in  your  power.  If  every  man  fit  to 
bear  arms  will  place  himself  in  the  ranks  with 
those  who  are  ah*eady  there,  we  shall  not  battle 
in  vain,  and  our  achievements  will  be  grand, 
final  and  complete.  Is  this  a  time  to  ask  what 
the  law  demands  of  you — ^to  inquire  whether 
or  not  you  are  exempt  under  tiie  law. 
or  to  ask  if  the  ms^istrate  will  take  you  out  of 
the  enrolling  office  by  a  writ  of  hxbeaa  corpus  f 
Rather  is  it  not  the  time  for  every  man  capable 
of  bearing  arms  to  say !  **  My  country  needs  my^ 
services,  and  my  oountry  shall  have  them!" 
When  your  heroic  fathers,  the  Whies  of  the 
Revolution,  fought  in  that  war  which  secured 
your  birtiiright,  their  armies  were  not  fathered 
by  asking  who  can  be  foroed  into  the  field,  but 
*'  Who  are  able  to  fight  r  No  man  was  too  old, 
and  no  boy  to<^  young,  if-  he  had  the  (^ysioal 
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capaci^  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In  the 
davs  of  the  Revolution,  the  boy  left  his  paternal 
roof  only  to  return  to  its  blackened  ruins.  He 
grew  to  manhood  among  its  struggles ;  and  may 
not  your  country  claim  similar  services  from 
the  youth  of  the  present  day  t  Like  them  you 
must  emulate  the  glory  of  your  sires.  Say  not 
that  you  are  unequal  to  the  task,  for  I  believe 
that  our  people  are  even  better  than  were  onr 
honored  ancestors.  They  have  fought  more  and 
bloodier  battles,  and  there  are  fewer  who  are 
lukewarm  in  the  cause  now,  than  existed  in  the 
davB  of  the  Revolution.  What  a  glorious 
reflection  it  is,  that  wherever  the  tide  of  war 
has  rolled  its  devastating  wave  over  the  land, 
just  there  do  you  find  every  heart  beating  true 
to  the  Confederacy,  strengthened,  as  it  were  by 
vicissitudes,  and  every  woman  ready  to  share 
her  kst  loaf  with  the  soldier  who  is  fighting 
for  our  rights. 

A  plan  of  negotiation  has  been  ofifered  for 
consideration — a  plan  of  negotiation  by  States. 
Well,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  on  what  terms  the 
States  can  negotiate.  In  the  first  place,  they 
have  no  constitutional  power  to  do  so.  In  the 
second  place,  Mr.  Lincoln  has  said  that  he  will 
not  negotiate  with  them  unless  they  can  control 
the  army,  and  they  can  only  obtain  tiie  power 
to  control  the  array  by  traitorously  attempting 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  contrary  to  the  Govern- 
ment they  have  instituted.  But  suppose  this 
were  possible,  what  are  the  terms  offered  ?  If 
you  will  acknowledge  your  crimes,  lay  down 
your  arms,  emancipate  vour  slaves,  and  turn 
over  your  leader — as  they  call  your  humble 
servant — to  be  punished,  then  yon  will  have 
permission  to  vote  together  with  your  negroes 
npon  the  terms  imder  which  Mr.  Lincoln  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  allow  vou  to  live  as  a 
part  of  the  nation  over  which  he  presides.  If 
there  be  a  man  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  who 
contemplates  such  a  proposition,  I  pity  him 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  My  only  wish  is 
that  he  was  .north  of  the  dividing  line.  His  is 
not  the  spirit  that  animated  our  £tthers,  and  he 
is  not  fit  to  exist  among  the  men  who  are  now 
perilling  their  lives  in  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  for  he  who  is  so  ^vish  can  not 
be  trusted  with  the  sacred  guardianship  of 
tiie  widows  and  orphans  of  the  soldiers  who 
have  died  in  battie. 

I  have  just  returned  firom  that  army  from 
which  we  have  had  the  saddest  accounts — ^the 
Army  of  Tennessee — and  I  am  able  to  bear  to  you 
words  of  good  cheer.  That  army  has  increased 
in  strength  since  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  It  has 
risen  in  tone;  its  march  is  onward;  its  fru)e 
looking  to  the  front  So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  General  Hood's  strategy  has  been  good, 
and  his  conduct  has  been  eSlant  His  eye  is 
now  fixed  upon  a  point  far  beyond  that  where 
he  was  assailed  by  the  enemy.  He  hopes  soon 
to  have  his  hand  upon  Sherman's  line  of  com- 
munication, and  to  fix  it  where  he  can  hold  it 
And  if  but  a  half—- nay,  one  fourth— of  the  men 
to  whom  the  service  has  a  right  will  give  him 


their  strong^  I  see  no  chance  for  ShermaD  to 
escape  from  a  ddfeat  or  a  disgraceful  retreat 
I  therefore  hope,  in  view  of  all  the  contingen* 
cies  of  war,  with  all  the  confidence  whidi  I 
foui^d  in  tlie  army,  that  within  thirty  days  ^t 
army,  which  has  so  boastfully  tsken  up  iti 
winter  quarters  in  the  heart  of  me  Confederacy, 
will  be  in  search  of  a  crossing  on  the  Tennessee 
river. 

That  onr  army  retreated  far  was  but  a  nata- 
ral  precursor  of  that  despondency  which  ^reads 
itseu  oyer  the  countrv ;  but  as  I  approached 
the  region  occupied  by  our  troops  the  hope 
increased,  until  at  last  I  found  in  me  army  the 
acme  of  confidence  itself.  General  Beaure^prd, 
so  well  Imown  to  you  dl.  is  ^ing  there  with  a 
general  command  which  will  enable  him  to 
concentrate  aU  the  troops  that  can  be  made 
available  for  the  public  defence.  I,  therefore, 
say  be  of  good  cheer,  for  I  hope  that  tmghter 
intelligence  will  soon  reach  you.  [Afyplause.] 

But,  my  friends,  if  it  be  otherwise— if  we 
suffer  reverses,  it  is  what  is  to  be  expected 
from  the  fortunes  of  war.  It  is  the  fate  of  all 
human  designs.  In  that  event  we  shall  have 
ro^son  to  anticipate  from  aU  brave  men  a  coo- 
duct  becoming  the  occasion,  and  shall  look  to 
you  to  redress  your  misfortunes,  to  rise  in  the 
face  of  disaster,  and  resolve  to  succeed,  deter- 
mined that  you  will,  live  or  die  free.  rApplanscI 

Your  brave  sons  are  battUng  for  the  cause  of 
the  conntry  everywhere;  your  Fort  Sumter, 
where  was  first  given  to  the  breeze  the  flag  of 
the  Confederacy,  still  stands.  The  honor  of  the 
State  has  not  been  dimmed  in  the  struggle,  and 
her  soldiers  will  be  sustained  by  the  thought 
that  when  they  are  no  more,  South  Oardina  will 
still  retain  that  honor  with  ^hich  she  com- 
menced tiie  war,  and  have  accumulated  that 
greatness  and  glory  which  will  make  her  an 
examplar  of  all  that  is  chivalric  and  manly  in  a 
nation  struggling  for  existence.  You  who  hare 
so  long  been  the  advocates  of  State  Rights  have 
never  raised  a  clamor  against  the  laws  which 
seem  to  invade  them,  and  I  think,  for  obyions 
reasons,  you  are  not  like  those  new-bom  lights 
who,  perhaps,  are  just  b^inning  to  appreciate 
the  great  principles  of  that  creed.  You  saw 
laws  passed  which  were  necessary  to  make 
those  States  which  are  in  co5peration  effective 
for  the  good  of  the  whole.  You  understood  the 
nature  of  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  sov- 
ereign States,  and  you  have  not  been  fearful 
that  the  agent  created  by  yourselves  was  likely 
to  turn  against  that  Government  for  which  he 
and  you  had  been  so  long  stru^ling.  Under- 
standing the  means  of  preserving  your  State 
Government,  vou  have  not  been  frightened  by 
the  clamor  of  tiioee  who  do  not  breathe  tiie 
pure  air  of  State  sovereignty.  Then,  you  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  the  organisation  of  the  three 
forces  incident  to  military  service.  You  are  in 
that  condition  in  which  your  defence  most  de- 
pend upon  what  does  not  belong  to  the  active 
forces  of  the  oonntry.  Your  baWes  are  fought 
on  other  fields.    You  have  on  the  coast  i 
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DeoetntT  for  what  ig  termed  an  actiye  armj, 
tod  should  it  beincmnbent  upon  you  to  fumiah 
troops  firom  jonr  reeerves,  yon  have  no  consti- 
tidonal  scruples,  Hke  (Governor  Strong,  of  Mas- 
nchnsetts,  against  marching  your  muitia  from 
the  borders  of  the  State,  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  cause  in  which  yon  are  engaged.  I  honor 
jon  (ot  it  It  is  needless  for  me  to  argue  ques- 
tions here  which  have  been  discussed  else- 
where, for  here  I  am  among  the  disciples  of 
him  firom  whom  I  learned  my  lessons  of  State 
Rights — die  great,  the  immortal  John  G.  Cal- 
houn. 

Among  those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  in 
South  Carolina,  I  have  not  yet  alluded  to  that 
peculiar  claim  of  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the 
nir  countrywomen  of  the  Palmetto  State — ^they 
who  have  gone  to  the  hospital  to  watch  by  the 
tide  of  the  sick — those  who  throng  your  way- 
side homes — ^who  have  used  their  needle  with 
the  industry  of  sewing-women — who  have 
home  privation  without  a  murmur,  and  who 
have  given  up  fiftthers,  sons,  and  husbands,  with 
more  than  Spartan  virtue,  because  they  called 
on  no  one  to  witness  and  record  the  deed. 
Silently,  with  all  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of 
patriotism,  they  have  made  their  sacrifices — 
Mcrifices  which,  if  written,  would  be  surpassed 
by  nothing  in  history.  If  all  the  acts  of  heroism 
sad  virtue  of  the  women  of  the  South  could  be 
trusmitted  to  the  future,  it  would  present  such  a 
reoinrd  as  the  world  has  never  seen.  ATI  honor, 
then,  I  nj,  to  the  ladies  of  the  Palmetto  State. 
Their  ^allaiitry  is  only  diffsrent  from  that  of  her 
sons  m  this,  that  the^  deem  it  unfeminine  to 
strike ;  and  yet  such  is  the  heroism  they  have 
di^la^ed — such  the  noble  demeanor  they  have 
exiubited — ^that  at  the  last  moment,  when 
tnmpled  upon,  and  it  became  a  necessity,  they 
wonki  not  hesitate  to  strike  the  invader  a  corpse 
Btthw  feet    [Applause.] 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  Tor  me,  at  a  time  like 
fliis,  to  arigoe  g^ve  questions  respecting  policy, 
pest,  present  or  pron>ective.  I  only  ask  you  to 
oave  faith  and  confidence,  and  to  believe  that 
eveqr  facility  of  my  head  and  mv  heart  is  de- 
voted to  your  cause,  and  to  tnat  I  shalL  if 
neoassary,  give  my  life.  Let  every  one  in  his 
ovn  sphere,  and  aooording  to  his  own  capacity, 
devote  himself  to  the  single  purpose  of  filling 
ip  and  sustaining  our  armies  in  the  field.  If 
required  to  stay  at  home,  let  him  devote  himself 
not  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  bnt  to  tiie 
advancement  of  the  oommon  cause.  If  there  is 
to  be  any  aristocracy  in  the  land  after  this  war, 
I  hope  it  will  be  an  aristocracy  of  those  men 
who  hay e  became  poor  while  bleeding  to  secure 
our  liberty.  [Applause.]  If  there  are  to  be 
any  pecnlttriy  favored  by  public  opinion  here- 
after, I  tmst  it  will  be  those  men  who  have 
loi^est  borne  a  musket  and  oftentimes  bled 
BpoQ  the  battle-field.  If  there  is  to  be  any 
Toung  man  shunned  by  the  young  ladies  when 
he  seeks  their  favor,  I  trust  it  will  be  the  young 
ass  who  has  grown  rich  by  skulking. 

And  with  3l  sincerity,  I  say  to  my  young 


friends  here,  if  ^ou  want  the  right  man  for  a 
husband,  take  him  whose  armless  sleeves  and 
noble  heart  betokens  the  duties  that  he  has  ren- 
dered to  his  country,  rather  than  he  who  has 
neyer  shared  the  toils  or  borne  the  dangers  of 
the  field.  If  there  still  be  left  any  of  those  miU- 
tary  critics,  who  have  never  spoken  of  our  Gen- 
erals bnt  to  show  how  much  better  things  could 
have  been  managed,  or  of  our  Government,  but 
to  find  fault  with  it  because  it  never  took  their 
advice— in  mercy *s  name  let  those  wise  men  ^o 
to  the  front  and  aid  ns  in  achieving  our  in- 
dependence. With  their  wisdom  and  strength 
swelling  our  armies,  I  should  have  some  hopes 
that  I  win  not  be  a  corpse  before  our  cause  is 
secured,  and  that  our  mig  wcftdd  never  trail  in 
dishonor,  but  would  wave  victoriously  aboye 
the  roar  and  smoke  of  battle. 

I  believe  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  men  of  the 
Confederacy  to  plant  our  banners  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio,  where  we  may  say  to  the  Yankee, 
"Be  qniet  or  we  shall  teach  you  another 
lesson.  Within  the  next  thirty  days  much  is 
to  be  done,  for  upon  our  success  much  depends. 
Within  the  next  thirty  days,  therefore,  let  all 
who  are  absentees,  or  who  ought  to  be  in  the 
army,  go  promptly  to  their  ranks.  Let  fresh 
victories  crown  our  arms,  and  the  peace  party, 
if  there  be  such  at  the  North,  can  elect  its  can- 
didate. But  whether  a  peace  candidate  ii 
elected  or  not,  Yankee  instinct  will  teach  him 
that  it  is  better  to  end  the  war,  and  leave  us  to 
the  enjoyment  of  our  own  rights. 

Prayerful  for  your  welfare,  confiding  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States  to  do  that  which 
soft  words  can  never  achieve,  and  in  the  hope 
that  God  will  preserve  the  little  ones  of  all 
brave  men  who  are  in  the  field,  or  who  are  going 
to  it,  and  trusting  that  in  the  future,  under 
brighter  auspices,  it  may  be  my  fortime  to  meet 
the  good  people  of  Columbia ;  I  wish  you  all, 
for  the  present,  fisurewelL    [Applause.] 

Doa  51. 
THE  GmCAQO  CONSPIRACY. 

OfllGEAL   SEPQBT    OF    QENXRAL    SWEET. 

HBADQDABinfl  POflT,  CaXP  DoUOLAS,  } 

Cteuoo,  luu,  NoTMnb«r  88,  1864.     j 

Captain  B,  TJSmith,  A.  A.  G.,  District  Bead- 

auarterSf  Springfield,  HL: 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  respectfully 
report  in  relation  to  the  origin,  progress  and 
result  up  to  the  present  time  of  the  kte  rebel 
raid  for  the  purpose  of  releasing  the  prisoners 
of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  taking  possession  of 
the  city  of  Chicago,  creating  an  insurrection  in 
and  oyerrunning.  tiie  States  of  Illinois  and  Indi 
ana  in  aid  of  ^e  Southern  rebellion. 

That  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  Socre 
tary  of  the  Interior  during^the  administration  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  went  to  Windsor,  Canada,  some 
time  in  May  or  June  last,  under  the  assumed 
name  of  Captain  Carson,  and  having  been  sup- 
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plied  by  the  rebel  goyemment  with  larze  sums 
of  money  for  the  purpose,  conuneDced  opera- 
tions to  organize  in  Canada  an  expedition  to 
release  rebel  prisoners  of  war  at  dififerent 
camps  in  the  North-west,  and  aid  the  ''  Sons  of 
Liberty*'  with  mqpey  and  arms,  to  raise  an 
insurrection,  especially  in  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Abont  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August  last  an 
expedition  was  organized  at  Toronto,  Canada, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Captain  Hines, 
formerly  of  Morgan's  command,  composed  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  escaped 
prisoners  and  rebel  soldiers,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  G.  St.  £#ger  Grenfell,  at  one  time  Mor- 
gan's Chief  of  Staff  and  afterward  Inspectoiv 
General  on  the  staff  of  General  Brfu;g ;  Colonel 
Vincent  Marmaduke,  of  Missouri ;  Colonel  Ben. 
Anderson,  of  Kentucky;  Captains  Castleman 
and  Cantrell,  formerly  of  Morpin's  command, 
and  other  rebel  officers.  This  force  was  armed 
with  pistols  at  Toronto,  divided,  and  its  mem- 
bers, in  citizen's  dress,  came  to  Chicago,  by 
different  routes,  in  the  same  trains  which 
brought  the  thronging  thousands  who  assem- 
bled on  the  twenty-iiinih  of  August  to  attend 
the  Chicago  Convention,  and  which  made  it 
difficult  to  detect  their  presence. 

It  was  to  have  been  assisted  by  large  num- 
bers of  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  and  other  guerrillas, 
who  came  armed  to  that  convention,  gathered 
from  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Lidiana  and  Illinois, 
and  were  to  be  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Charles  Walsh,  of  Hie 
"Sons  of  Liberty." 

The  presence  of  these  officers  and  men  for 
that  purpose  was  suspected  by  the  Government, 
and  reinforcements  were  made  to  the  garrison 
at  Camp  Douglas,  which  thwarted  tlie  expedi- 
tion, and  its  members  dispersed,  some  of  the 
rebel  officers  and  soldiers  to  Canada,  others  to 
Kentucky,  and  yet  olliers  to  Southern  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  and  the  "Sons  of  Liberty"  and 
guerrillas  to  their  respective  homes,  to  await  a 
signal  for  the  general  uprising  which,  it  was 
determined,  should  soon  take  plaoein  the  States 
of  Illinois  and  Indiana  against  the  Grovemment 

About  the  first  of  November  another  expedi- 
tion of  like  character  was  organized  in  Canada, 
to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Hines,  and  com- 
posed of  the  same  elements  as  that  which  had 
failed  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago  Convention.  It 
was  determined  that  the  attempt  should  be 
made  about  the  period  oif  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, and  the  night  of  that  day  was  finally  desig- 
nated as  the  time  when  the  plot  should  be  exe- 
cuted. 

During  the  canvass  which  preceded  the  elec- 
tion, the  "  Sons  of  Liberty,"  a  secret  organiza- 
tion, within,  and  beyond  aJl  doubt,  unknown  to 
the  better  portion  and  majority  of,  the  Demo- 
cratic partv,  had  catlsed  it  to  be  widely  pro- 
claimed and  believed,  tliat  there  was  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  great 
danger  that  such  intention  would  be  carried 


into  effect,  to  interfere  by  military  force  it  the 
polls,  against  the  Democratic  party,aB  anexcase 
under  which  to  arm  themselves,  as  individuala, 
and  had  also  obtained  and  concealed  atdiffarent 
places  in  this  city,  arms  and  ammunitioD  for 
themselves  and  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war,  when 
thev  should  be  released. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  November, 
it  was  reported  that  a  large  number  of  persoHs 
of  suspicious  character  had  arrived  in  the  city 
from  Fayette  and  Christian  counties,  in  Illinois, 
and  that  more  were  coming. 

On  Sunday,  the  sixth  day  of  November,  late 
in  the  afternoon,  it  became  evident  that  the  city 
was  filling  up  with  suspicious  characters,  some 
of  whom  were  prisoners  of  war,  and  soldiers  of 
the  rebel  army;  that  Captain  Hines, Colonel 
Grenfell,  and  Colonel  Marmaduke  weire  here  to 
lead,  and  that  Brigadier-General  Waish,  of  the 
"  Sons  of  Liberty,"  had  ordered  large  numbers 
of  members  of  that  order  from  the  southern 
portion  of  Blinois,  to  cooperate  with  them. 

Adopting  measures  which  proved  effective  to 
detect  the  presence  and  identify  the  persons  of 
the  officers  and    leaders,  and  ascertain  ^&i 
plans,  it  was  manifest  that  they  had  the  means 
of  gathering  a  force  considerably  larg^  than 
the  little  garrison,  then  guarding  between  eight 
and  nine  thousand  prisoners  of  war  at  Oimp 
Douglas,  and  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  ex- 
citement and  the  laree  number  of  persona  who 
would  ordinarily  fill   the  streets  on  eiectioB 
night,  they  intended  to  make  a  night  attack  o& 
and  surprise  this  camp,  release   and  arm  the 
prisoners  of  war,  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  born 
the  railway  depots,  seize  the  banks  and  storefl 
confining  arms  and  ammunition,  take  posses- 
sion of  the  city,  and  commence  a  oampai^  for 
the  release  of  other  prisoners  of  war  in  fiie 
States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  thus  organiapg 
an  army  to  effect  and  give  success  to  the  general 
uprising  so  long  contemplated  by  the  **  Sons  of 
Uberty." 

The  whole  number  of  troops  for  duty  at  Gamp 
Douglas  on  that  day  were  as  follows : 

Eighth  regiment  Veteran  Reserve  corps, 
Lientenan^Colonel  L.  C.  Skinner,  com- 
manding  273 

Fifteenth  regiment  Veteran  Reserve  corps, 
Lieutenant^lonel  Martin  Flood,  com- 
manding   371 

Total  infantry 6d< 

Twenty-fourth  Ohio  battery.  Lieutenant 
James  W.  Gamble,  commanding   14l 

Making  a  total  of 7^ 

to  guard  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fif^ 
two  prisoners  of  war  confined  in  ^e  garriao 
square  at  this  camp,  by  a  fence  constnicted  c 
inch-boards,  twelve  feet  high. 

The  election  was  to  take  place  on  Tuesdaj 
the  eighth,  two  days  thereafter. 

By  deferring  action  till  the  night  of  Moodaj 
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fte  serentii  instant,  probably  all  the  officers  and 
leadns,  and  many  more  of  the  men  and  arms^  of 
tiie  expedition,  might  have  been  captured,  and 
more  home  rebels  exposed;  bat  such  delay  would 
IttTe  protracted  the  necessary  movements  and 
att^ing  excitement,  into  the  very  day  of  the 
Presidential  election. 

Tlie  great  interests  involved  wonld  scarcely 
jntify  taking  the  inevitable  risks  of  postpone- 
ment 

Sending  a  deq[>atch,  dated  half-past  eight 
o'dock  r.  M.,  November  six,  by  messenger  over 
the  railroad,  to  Brigadier-General  John  Cook, 
coouttnding  the  District  of  Illinois,  a  copy  of 
wbicfa,  nambered  one,  is  annexed  to,  and  made 
I  part  of  this  report,  the  following  arrests 
were  made  daring  the  night 

Colonel  G.  8t  Ledger  Grenfell,  and  J.  T. 
Sanks,  an  escaped  prisoner  of  war,  at  the  Rich- 
mond House :  Colonel  Vincent  Marmadoke,  at 
fte  boose  of  Doctor  E.  W.  Edwards,  No.  Reven- 
ty  Adams  street;  Brigadier-(}eneral  Charles 
Walflh,  of  the  «  Sons  of  Liberty ;"  Captain  Can- 
treO,  of  Morgan's  command  ;  and  Charles  Trav- 
cne,  rank  imknown,  probably  an  officer  onder 
la  aasnmed  name,  at  the  house  of  General  Walsh; 
Judge  Buckner  S.  Morris,  treasurer  of  *'  Sons  of 
liberty,'*  at  his  house,  number  six  Washington 
street;  also  capturing  at  the  same  time  in 
Walsh's  house,  about  thirty  rods  from  Camp 
Ibngbs,  arms  and  ammunition,  as  per  annexed 
schedule,  nambered  two.  The  shot  gims  were 
lO  loaded  with  cartridges,  composed  of  from 
aioe  to  twelve  largest  sized  buckshot,  and  cap- 
ped. The  revolvers,  (Josljrn'a  patent  ten  inch 
oaireU  also  loaded  and  capped.  Reported  to 
Brigadier-General  John  Cook,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  niinois,  and  Colonel  William  Homnan, 
CommisBanr-General  of  Prisoners  ,by  telegraphic 
de^yaich,  dat«d  Camp  Douglas,  November  seven, 
at  four  o'clock  i.  m.,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  nambered  three,  made  a  part  of  this 
report 

On  the  mormng  of  Monday,  the  seventh  inst., 
Colonel  John  L.  Hancock,  commanding  militia, 
by  order  from  Governor  Yates,  reported  to  me, 
tod  Colonel  R.  M.  Hough  rapidly  organized  a 
■KMmted  force  of  about  two  himdred  and  fifty 
■en,  which  was  armed  witii  the  revolvers  cap- 
tared,  (from  Walsh  reported,)  and  were  assigned 
to  duty  as  patrt^  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  remain- 
iag  on  doty  till  the  morning  of  the  ninth. 

Gsptein  Bjerg,  Mibtary  ^ovost  Marshal,  Cap- 
bis  William  James,  Provost  Marshal  First  Dis- 
trict of  HUnois,  the  police  of  the  city,  and  va- 
rioQs  detachments  of  this  garrison,  under  differ- 
flat  offioerB,  arrested  during  the  day  and  night 
sC  &•  seventh  instant,  one  hundred  and  six 
buhwfaa^ers,  guerrillas,  and  rebel  soldiers; 
^wng  them  niany  of  the  notorious  **  dingman 
:  pg,  of  Farette  and  Christian  counties,  in  this 
Bite,  with  lueir  Captain,  Sears,  and  Lieutenant 
Oarkod,  all  of  whom  are  now  in  custody  at  Camp 


Oa  tiie  eleventh  of  November  forty^eveii 
dodbfe^barreDed  shot  guns,  thirty  Allen's  patent 


breech-loading  carbines,  and  one  Enfield  rifle 
were  seised  at  Walsh's  bam,  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago. 

Finding  firom  investigation  that  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  in  this  city  continued  to  meet  and  plot, 
on  the  night  of  Sunday,  the  third  of  November, 
Patrick  Dooley,  secretary  of  the  temple  in  this 
city,  was  arrested,  and  such  papers  as  had  not 
been  destroyed,  some  of  them  valuable,  as  show- 
ing the  intents  and  purposes  of  the  organiza- 
tion, seized. 

On  the  night  of  Monday,  November  fourteenth, 
the  following  named  persons,  members  of  the 
•*  Sons  of  Liberty ,"  were  arrested,  viz :  Obediah 
Jackson,  "  Grand  Senior,"  Charles  W.  Patten, 
**  Member  of  State  Council,"  Mr.  Fenton,  "Tyler" 
or  door-keeper,  James  Geary,  a  dangerous  mem- 
ber, Richard  T.  Semmes,  nephew  to  pirate 
Semmea,  Dr.  E.  W.  Edwards,  who  harbored 
Colonel  Marmaduke,  all  of  whom  remain  in  cus- 
tody. 

On  the  fifteenth  instant  a  young  Englishman, 
firom  Canada,  under  British  protection-papers, 
named  Mongham,  was  arrested,  who  proves  to 
be  a  messenger  between  Jacob  Thompson,  Cap- 
tain Hines,  Brigadier-General  Walsh,  and  the 
guerrillas  of  Colonel  Jesse,  of  Kentucky. 

An  examination  of  many  of  the  persons  so  ar- 
rested, show,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  **  Sons 
of  Liberty"  is  a  treasonable,  widely-extended, 
and  powerful  organization,  touching  mto  almost, 
if  not  all,  the  counties  of  this  State ;  that  it  is  an 
organization  of  two  branches,  one  civil,  the 
other  military,  the  members  of  the  civil  being 
on  probation  for  the  military  branch ;  diat  im- 
portant secrets  in  relation  to  military  plans, 
and  the  location  of  the  depots  for  arms,  were 
carefully. guarded  from  persons  of  civil  member- 
ship, though  even  they  well  knew  that  the  organi- 
zation had  such  depots,  and  was  animated  with  a 
spirit  of  intense  hostility  to  the  government; 
that  many  6f  its  leaders  must  have  known  of  the 
intended  attack  on  this  camp  and  city,  and  that 
some  of  them  have  actually  been  in  consultation 
faoe  to  face  with  men  whom  they  knew  to  be 
rebel  officers,  conspiring  to  produce  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  North-west. 

A  schedule  is  hereto  attached  numbered/our, 
which  is  believed  to  contain  the  names  of  some 
of  the  leading  and  most  dangerous  men  belong- 
ing to  this  organization  in  the  sevend  counties 
of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  officers  of 
the  rebel  army,  and  as  many  of  the  **  Sons  of 
Liberty"  and  guerrillas  above  mentioned,  as  the 
interests  of  &e  Government  may  require,  be 
tried  before  a  military  -commission  and  pun- 
ished. 

I  cannot  dose  this  report  without  expressing 
my  conviction  that  the  gratitude  of  the  country 
is  due  to  the  Eighth  regiment  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps,  Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  C  Skinner  command- 
ing ;  the  Fifteenth  regiment  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps,  LieutenantXjolonel  Martin  Flood  com- 
manding ;  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  battery, 
Lieutenant  James    W.   Gamble   oommanding, 
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which  oomprised  the  small  garrison  at  Gamp 
Doaglas,  daring  two  weeks  of  severe,  and  al- 
most imexamplod  dutj.  A  garrison  overworked 
for  months,  its  officers  and  enlisted  men  met  the 
demand  for  added  and  wearing  duty,  necessary 
to  hold  harmless  the  CTeat  interests  committed 
to  their  care,  with  a  c^eerfol  alacrity  and  steady 
zeal,  deserving  the  wannest  commendations. 

Captain  John  Nelson,  and  so  much  of  the  po- 
lice of  this  city  as  were  detailed  to  act  with  him, 
and  report  to  me,  executed  orders  and  performed 
duty  with  rare  fidelity  and  energy. 

dolonel  R.  M.  Hough  and  the  mounted  patrol 
tinder  his  command,  deserve  great  cre(ut  for 
promptitude  in  organization,  and  duty  efficiently 
performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEKT. 
OoloiMl  OommuidiQ^ 


[No.  1.] 


HRADQirAnBs  Post,  Oaxp  Dovolai, 
TmoBT  Hbon,  balf-past  8  o*olock,  r  " 
Caniao,  lUlnoli,  Noymnber  C 


DOVOLAI,     ) 
,  F.  K.,  V 

re,lM4.    } 


Brigadter-Oeneral  John  OooJCf  Springfield^  HL: 

Gbnsbal  :  I  send  this  despatch  by  a  messenger 
for  two  reasons. 

First  I  am  not  entirely  sure  of  the  telegraph, 
and  the  messenger  wiU  arrive  about  as  soon  as 
would  a  telegram. 

Second.  Though  pressed  for  time,  I  can  ex- 
plain more  fully  our  circumstances  here,  and 
what  I  propose  to  do.  The  city  is  filling  up 
with  suspicious  characters,  some  of  whom  we 
know  to  be  escaped  prisoners,  and  others  who 
were  here  from  Canada  during  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention, plotting  to  release  the  prisoners  of  war 
at  Camp  Douglas.  I  have  Qvery  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Colonel  Marmaduke  of  the  rebel  army 
is  in  the  city  under  an  assumed  name,  and  also 
Captain  Hines  of  Morgan's  command,  also  Col- 
onel G.  St  Leger  Grenfell,  formerly  Morgan's 
Adjutant-Greneral,  as  well  as  other  officers  <»  the 
rebel  army. 

My  force  is,  as  you  know,  too  weak  and  much 
overworked,  only  eight  hundred  men,  all  told, 
to  guard  between  Aight  and  nine  thousand  pris- 
oners. I  am  certainly  not  justified  in  waiting 
to  take  risks,  and  mean  to  arrest  these  officers, 
if  possible  before  morning. 

The  head  gone,  we  can  manage  the  body.  In 
order  to  make  these  arrests  periect,  I  must  also 
arrest  two  or  three  prominent  citizens,  who  are 
connected  with  these  officers,  of  which  the  proof 
is  ample. 

These  arrests  may  cause  much  excitement ;  I 
ought  to  have  more  force  here  at  once.  It  seems 
to  me  as  unwise  as  it  is  unsafe  to  leave  a  central 
location  like  Chicago,  with  an  unarmed  rebel 
army  near  it,  insecurely  guarded,  espeoiaUy  in 
times  of  doubt  like  these. 

I  have  made  repeated  representations  on  this 
subject,  and  I  am  well  assured  that  they  have 
been  seconded  both  at  District  and  Department 


Headquarters.  May  I  ask  that  yon  wiU  again 
represent  our  necessities,  and  urge  bytdegnpk 
that  we  be  reinforced  at  once. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  ooDSolt  with 
you  on  my  proposed  action,  before  aoting,  with- 
out letting  an  opportunity  pass  whidi  may  neTer 
again  occur,  and  which  so  pasBing  wooki  leave 
us  open  to  much  daoger. 

It  may  happen  that  tfaisaction  will  be  dehjed 
till  to-morrow  nif^ht,  but  probably  it  wiU  Dot 
I  shaU  telegraph  m  the  morning  u  any^iiiig  ii 
done.  If  I  do  not  telegraphy  please  give  yoor 
views  for  my  guidance  to  this  messenger. 

I  fear  the  telegraph  might  notify  tiie  partiei 
interested. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Very  respectfuUy, 

B.  J.  SwER, 

OoloBd  OonrntBdiBg  FUl 

P.  S. — ^I  have  no  time  to  capj  this  demkb. 
Please  send  me  copy  for  recorcL  B.  J.  & 

[No.  2.] 

Schedule  of  arms,  ammunition  and  eqmpmeott 
seized: 

142  shot  guns,  double-barrelled,  loaded. 
349  revolvers,  Joslyn's  patent,  loaded. 
13,412  ball  cartridges,  caL  44  and  46. 
344  boxes  caps. 

3  boxes  cones,  (extra.) 
265  bullet  moulds,  for  pistols. 
239  cone  wrenches,  for  pistola. 
8  bags  buck-shot,  No.  4. 

2  kegs  powder,  partly  filled. 
114  holsters  for  revolvers. 

8  belts  for  holsters. 
47  shot  guns,  double-barrelled* 
30  Allen  s  breech-loading  carbines. 

1  Enfield  rifle. 

[No.  3.] 

GAMP  DOOOUi^  \ 

OnoAOo,  Dl,  Noy.  T— 4  o*eloek,  ^  s.  J 

Brigadier-Oeneral  John  Ooak,  SprindUd,  BL 

dave  made  during  the  night  tiie  fouowing  « 
rests  of  rebel  officers,  escaped  prisaaere  of  w« 
and  citizens  in  connection  with  them : 

Morgan's  Adjutant^n^^  Oolonel  G.  3 
Leger  Grenfell,  in  company  with  J.  T.  Shaok 
an  escaped  prisoner  of  war,  at  Richmond  Hona 

J.  T.  Shanks,  Colonel  Vincent  Marmaduke,  br 
ther  of  Genend  Marmaduke. 

Brigadier-General  Charles  Walsh,  of  die  "  8oi 
of  Li^rty  f  Captain  CantreU,  of  Morgan's  ooi 
mand ;  Charles  Traverse  (Butterant).  Gantn 
and  Traverse  arrested  in  Walsh's  house, 
which  were  found  two  cart-loads  large  size  i 
volvers,  loaded  and  capped,  two  bundrod  sian 
of  muskets  loaded,  and  ammunition.  Alsoseii 
two  boxes  g^s  concealed  ina  room  in  die  cii 
Also  arrested  Buck.  Morris, Treaaorar  "Sons 
Liberty,"  having  complete  proof  of  his  aamstx 
Shanks  to  escape,  and  plottmg  to  release  prist 
ers  at  this  camp. 
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Most  of  these  rebel  officers  were  in  this  city 
00  the  Bsme  errand  in  August  last,  their  plan 
being  to  raise  an  insurrection  and  release  pris- 
oners of  war  at  this  camp.  There  are  many 
strangers  and  suspicions  persons  in  the  city, 
believed  to  be  guerillas  and  rebel  soldiers. 
Their  plan  was  to  attack  the  camp  on  election 
ni^t  AH  prisoners  arrested  are  in  camp. 
Gq>ftain  Nelson  and  A.  G.  Coventry  of  the  Police 
rendered  very  efficient  service. 

B.  J.  SWBR, 


OCNIDtf. 


(Na4) 

List  of  names  of  prominent  members  of  the 
"  Sons  of  Liberty  "  in  the  several  counties  of  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Kamea  Ooonty. 

Wm.  &  Moore ChiiBtlan 

B.aifoiTlB Cook 

W.  C.  Wilson. Crawford 

U  W.  OdeU .Crawford 

Dlokins (>imberUuid 

J.  C.  Armstrooff DewiU 

C  H.  PiBlmer DawiU 

B.  T.WIUkuns. Doagkw 

AmosOreon Bdgar 

R.  M.  Btahop Edgar 

W.  D.  lAtehaw Edwards 

Lan  Eckels Tkyette 

Dr.  Busett Fayette 

T.  Oreatboose Fayette, 

Cbas.  T.  Smith Ikjetti 

K.  Simons Ford 

ElOtn Fbrd 

A.D.  DnC Franklin 

B.  F.  Pope fVanklin 

W.  B.  KeUj l<tanklin 

A.  Perrj Folton 

J.  H.Philaob Folton 

E.  D.Halm Knox 

J.  IL  Nicholson Knox 

James  Dethridge. Knox 

E.  Elsworth. Knox 

D.  H.  Morgan. Lawrenoe 

B.D.  Norton Logan 

A.M.  Millar Logan 

P.  J.  HoQSly Maooapin 

Dr.  T.  M.  Hone. Madison 

H.  K.  a  CMelveny. .  .Marion 

S.R.  Carigan Marion 

John  Boms Marshall 

P.  M.  Janney MarshaU 

a  M.  Baker MarshaU 

R.  Smitbson Marshall 

J.aTkggart MarshaU 

J.  Haringbont Mason 

J.  S.  Chamberlain Mason 

J.  W.  Mathews McDonOi 

J.  C'ThompsoQ ** 

Thos.  A.  Masteye. ...     *• 

Wm.H.Neeoe " 

R.  Csswell McLean 

J.  aSprtnger McLean 

T.  Alexander Patnam 

W.  H.  O.  Borney Putnam 

H.  B.  Kays.....i....PQtnam 

B.  a  WUson Richland 

J.  W.  Barrett Sangamon 

W.  T.  Bsrrett Sangamon 

Jacob  Epler Sangamon 

B.  K  Ptjpar Sangamon 

W.  M.  ^ringer. . .  .aangamon 

K  BdmoDSton Sohoyler 

P.  L.  GampbeU Schuyler 

J.  Montgomery Schuyler 

J.  G.  Fox Schuyler 

J.  N.  Ward Scboyler 

Q.  W.  Ments Scboyler 

F.  B.  Thompson Shelby 

Reoben  Roessler Shelby 

W.  Friend Wabash 

CZ.Landes Wabash 


J-fiiU 
BoTidEptor. 
JnawA-Dlek. 

SiaLObristfy Cass 

X.J.  Oark. Champaigne 

Jm.  Morrow Cbampalgne 

H.  M.  Vaadereer. . .  .ChrtsUan 

J.  a  dark Cbristlan 

1  &  Whitehed Clark 

H.H.  Peyton. Clark 

Pkut^  Doogharty Clark 

i.  M.  Christian Clay 

SctphflnB.  Moore Ooles 

HWlckarsham. Cbok 

G.S.Klmberly Cook 

8.Coreii«Jadd FahoQ 

Ckarles  Sweeney Folton 

L  WaBcar BamUton 

MConchman Hancock 

ILM  Morrow Hancock 

i.X.nBoh Hancock 

Dewia  Smith Hancock 

X&RainsdeO Henderson 

A-JokBaon Haadersoo 

haB^WUlB. Henry 

(lis.  Dortanm Henry 

MwrisanFlraDeta Henry 

XaCtepentar Henry 

XQibora. Jackson 

ft.W.JaaStiea. Jasper 

CH.TanielL Jeiferson 

ViM.Dod4s. JeObiBon 

J.X.Ptee Jeffiareon 

Jimai  annple Jersey 

ftW.POwaO. Jersey 

:  JL T.  Jotmson. . ..Jo.  Dftviess 

larUSbeea. Jo.  Oayiees 

W  flhsi ■. Jo.  Daviess 

IdsisShister Jo.DaTie«s 

IhMBaaMcKee. Knox 

,  i.F.Wan«Il. McLean 

I  KaWHfhi Menard 

I  a*wdLunii« Menard 

I  AftartHsBowny .Mereer 

:  mA^ DbtIs. .. ...Montgomery 

I  nM.Or«y Montgomery 

M:j.Laitem Morgan 

XOL&bys Morgan 

It 

.«&Eewl.... 
'  W.  W.  a-Brtea 
■  flijir  Sweat 


Names.  Oranty. 

a  H  Wright - 

John  Oog Potnam 

M.  Riohardson Shelby 

M.  ShaUenberger Stark 

J.  B.  8mU Sterenson 

J.  L.  Carr V^rmiUlon 

JohnDonlar YermilUon 


Names.  09onty. 

J.  B.  McCourtney Warren 

N.  K.  Poeffer Warren 

John  Hanna Warren 

O.  W.  Aiken WOMamson 

R.  M.  Hendley . . . .  WlUiamson 
0.  A.  Richardson. .  .Woodford 
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SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  my  operations  since  JvHj  twenty-five  : 

On  the  twenty-third  of  this  month  I  reached 
this  point,  having  made  rapid  marches,  con* 
sidenng  I  had  a  very  large  emigrant  train  under 
my  charge.  I  had  started  in  a  direction  west, 
but  on  Ihe  road,  receiving  information  that  the 
Indians  were  on  or  near  the  Knife  river,  1 
chained  m  v  coarse  in  a  northerly  direction.  On 
my  arrival  at  this  point  I  coralled  all  my 
waeons  and  the  emigrant  train,  leaving  it 
under  charge  of  Captain  Tripp,  DaJsota 
cavalry,  with  a  sufficient  force  to  guard  against 
danger.  ♦  ♦  ♦  « 

A^bout  three  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  1 
succeeded  in  getting  off,  and  abont  ten  a.  m., 
of  the  twenty-eiehth,  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
enemy's  camp,  aoout  eighty  miles'  march. 

All  their  camp  was  standing  when  I  reached 
there,  and  they  prepared  for  a  fight,  no  doubt 
with  ftdl  confidence  of  whipping  me,  for  they 
had  twenly-four  hours'  notice  of  my  advance, 
by  a  party  of  my  scouts  falling  in  with  a  war 
party  of  theirs,  not  sixteen  miles  from  here. 
We  followed  their  trail,  which  led  me  to  the 
camp. 

I  found  the  Indians  strondy  posted  on  the 
side  of  a  mountain  called  Tah^h-o-kut^,  which 
is  a  small  chain  of  very  high  hills,  filled  with 
ravines,  thickly  timbered  and  well  watered, 
situated  on  a  branch  of  the  Little  Missouri  Gros 
Ventres,  latitude  forty-seven  degrees  fifteen 
minutes,  as  laid  down  on  th^  Government  map. 
The  prairie  in  front  of  the  camp  is  verpr  rolling, 
and  on  the  left,  as  we  approached,  hiffh  hills. 
On  the  top  and  sides  of  these  hills,  and  on  my 
right,  at  the  base  of  the  mountains  ;  also  on  the 
hulocks  in  front,  on  the  prairie,  the  Indians 
were  posted ;  there  were  over  one  thousand  six 
hundred  lodges,  at  least  five  thousand  or  six 
thousand  warriors,  composed  of  the  Unk-pa- 
pahs,  San-saics,  Blackfeet,  Minniecougues, 
Yanck-ton-aiSj'  and  Santee  Sioux.  My  force 
consisted  as  follows :  eleven  companies  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  cavahry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  PoDock 
commanding ;  three  companies  of  the  Seventti 
Iowa  cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patlee  com- 
manding ;  two  companies  Dakota  cavahy.  Cap- 
tain Miner  commanding;  four  companies  of 
Brackett's  Minnesota  battaHon,  Major  Brackett 
commanding;    about   seventgr   scouts,  and   % 
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prairie  battery  of  two  aections.  commanded  bj 
Captain  N.  Pope.  This  formed  the  First  lurffiade. 
Ten  companies  of  the  Eiriith  Minnesota  inibn- 
trj,  nnder  command  of  Lientenant^3ok>nd 
Eodgers ;  six  oorapanies  of  the  Second  Minne- 
sota cavalry,  nnder  Golonel  McLaren,  and  two 
sections  of  the  Third  Minnesota  battery,  nnder 
Gaptain  Jones,  formed  the  Second  brigade, 
nnder  command  of  Colonel  Thomas.  The 
whole  of  my  force  nnmbering  on  the  field  about 
two  liionsand  two  htmdred  men. 

Finding  it  was  impossible  to  oharee,  owing 
to  the  country  beinj^  intersected  With  deep 
ravines  filled  with  tnriber,  I  dismounted  and 
deployed  six  companies  of  the  Six^  Iowa  on 
the  nght,  and  three  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa,  ana  on  the  lefl  six  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Minnesota  infantry ;  placed  Pope's  bat- 
tery in  the  centre,  supported  bv  two  companies 
of  cavah*y;  the  Second  cavalry  on  the  left, 
drawn  up  by  squadrons ;  Braoketf  s  Minnesota 
battalion  on  the  right  in  the  same  order ;  Jones' 
battery  and  four  companies  of  cavalry  as  a  re- 
serve. The  few  wagons  I  had  dosed  up,*  and 
the  rear  guard,  composed  of  three  companies, 
followed.  In  wis  order  we  advanced,  oriving 
in  the  Indians  until  we  reached  the  plain  be- 
tween the  hUls  and  mountains.  Here  large 
bodies  of  Indians  flanked  me;  the  Second 
cavalry  drove  them  from  the  left  A  very 
laree  body  of  Indians  collected  on  my  right  for 
a  charge.  I  directed  Brackett  to  charge  them. 
This  he  did  gallantly,  driving  them  in  a  circle 
of  about  three  miles  to  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tains and  beyond  my  line  of  skirmishers,  killing 
many  of  them.  The  Indians,  seeing  his  position, 
collected  in  large  numbers  on  him,  but  he 
repelled  them,  assisted  by  some  well  directed 
shots  from  Jones'  battery.  About  this  time  a 
large  bodv  of  Indians,  who  we  ascertained  after- 
wa^  had  been  out  bunting  for  me  came  up  on 
my  rear.  I  brought  a  piece  of  Jones*  battery 
to  the  rear,  and  with  the  rear  guard  dispersed 
them. 

The  Indians  seeing  that  tiie  day  would  not  be 
fovorable  for  them,  had  commenced  taking 
down  their  lodges,  and  sending  back  their  fam- 
ilies. I  swung  the  left  of  my  nne  round  to  the 
right  and  closed  on  them,  sending  Pope  wi& 
his  guns  and  the  Dakota  cavalry  (two  com- 
panies) forward.  The  artilleiy  fire  soon  drove 
them  out  of  their  strong  positions  in  the 
tavines,  and  Jones'  battery,  with  Brackett's 
battalion  moving  upon  the  right,  soon  put 
them  to  flight,  the  whole  of  my  line  advanciug 
at  the  same  time. 

By  sunset  no  Indians  were  on  the  ground.  A 
body,  however,  appeared  on  top  of  the  moun- 
tain over  which  they  had  retreated.  I  sent 
Major  Gamp,  Eighth  Minnesota,  with  four  com- 
panies Eighth  Minnesota  forward;  they  ascend- 
ed to  the  top  of  the  hill  putting  the  Indians  to 
flight,  and  IdlLmg  several  The  total  number 
of  killed,  judging  from  what  we  saw,  was  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  I  saw 
tiiem  during  the  fight  cany  off  a  great  many 


dead  or  wounded.  The  veiy  stroi^  positioa 
tiiey  held,  and  the  advantages  tttej  hsa  to  re- 
treat over  a  broken  country  prevented  me  fron 
killing  more.  We  slept  on  the  battleground 
that  night 

The  next  morning  before  dayKght  we  stvted 
to  go  round  the  mountain,  as  I  could  not  get  ap 
it  with  waffons  and  artillerv  in  front  After  six 
miles'  marcli  I  came  in  si^t  of  the  trail  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mountain,  but  oould  not  cet  to 
it  One  sight  of  the  oountry  convinced  loe 
there  was  no  use  trying  to  follow  up  the  Indiut 
through  such  a  countnr  and  find  them.  I  went 
on  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  as  &r  as  I  oonld 
see  with  my  glass  (some  thirty  miles),  the  coim- 
try  was  cut  up  in  akl  directions  by  deep  ravinei, 
sometimes  near  one  hmidred  feet  deep,  filed 
with  timber,  the  banks  almost  perpendicnhr. 
I  therefore  thought  the  next  beet  tiling  to  do 
was  to  destroy  their  camp.  This  I  did,  ofder- 
ing  Oolond  McLaren,  Second  cavalry,  on  thst 
duty.  I  enclose  you  a  report  of  propert/ 
destroyed  by  him.  That  afternoon  I  marched 
six  mues  from  the  battle-ground  and  camped. 
About  dark  a  large  body  of  Indians  came  od  to 
my  pickets  and  killed  two.  A  command  wis 
unmediately  sent  after  them,  but  they  fied  in  all 
directions.  They  made  no  further  demooBtnir 
tions  on  my  march  to  this  point,  whidi  I  reached 
yesterday,  my  animals  wcdl  tired  out,  having 
made  a  march  of  over  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  mUes  in  six  days  one  day  bdng  occupied 
in  the  fight 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  conunand  behaved 
weD,  and  aU  appeared  desirous  to  cany  out  mj 
instructions  aa  well  as  they  could. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  offioers  of  my  staff 
for  conmiunicating  my  orders  promptly,  some- 
times being  obli^d  to  expose  uiemselves  veiy 
much  in  so  domg.  Gaptain  Pell,  Adjutant- 
General;  Major  Wood,  Fifteenth  New  York 
cavalry,  chief  of  cavah-y ;  Gaptain  Marsh,  8ixfli 
Iowa  cavalry,  Inspector-General ;  Obtain  Yon 
Winden,  BrackettVi  batallion,  acting  Topogr^ 
ical  Engineer;  Lieutenant  cUison,  Sixth  Iowa 
cavalry,  acting  Ordnance  Officer ;  Lieutenant  Ba- 
con, E^u3otah  cavalry,  acting  Assistant  Qllarte^ 
master ;  and  I  was  also  obliged  to  aco^t  the 
services  of  Surgeon  Freeman,  Medical  Direct, 
to  carry  orders. 

I  shidl  march  towards  tiie  TeHowatooe  in  two 
days,  bearing  a  little  south,  and  I  ei^ect  to  over- 
take the  enemy  again  on  my  wav. 

I  would  beg  leave  also  to  add  that  th^  dsv 
after  the  fight,  when  I  returned  to  the  enemja 
camp,  some  Indians  came  fwward  and  planted 
a  white  flag  on  the  lull-side,  some  men,  however, 
fired  on  tnem  and  they  retreated.  I  saw  the 
flae  too  late. 

I  enclose  you  the  list  Of  killed  and  woimdeii 
and  reports  of  different  commanders. 
With  much  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

AiPBMD  Sour, 

Mgadkr-eMnl, 
ijitmnt  A4|qtMM»wiwa,PBpart»wa  i^itmmK^nmL 
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July  »,  1864.       / 

OmlmMhidp^A.A  9.: 

1  havo  the  honor,  most  respectfullj,  to  report 
that  in  aocordance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
CI,  Headqaarten  Northwestern  Indian  Eroedi- 
tioo.  Cbmp  No.  34,  July  twen^-nine,  1864, 1  pro- 
WMtod  to  the  Indian  camp  wi^  four  companies  of 
Second  Minnesota  cavalry,  Major  Rich  command- 
ing, and  two  companies  of  Dakota  cavalry.  Gap- 
tiin  Ifiner  commanding ;  foor  companies  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa,  and  three  campanies  hiffhth  Minne- 
sota infiuitij,  under  Mi^r  Gamp.  On  arriving 
It  the  camp  a  few  straggling  Indians  were  seen 
hriang  abont  the  Blulb.  I  immediately  dis- 
iDQnntod,  and  deployed  company  G,  Second  Min- 
nesota cavalry,  who  skirmished  through  the 
timber  and  remained  in  a  position  to  protect  the 
working  parties.  J  commenced  hy  disposing  of 
fte  various  forces  so  as  to  destroy  with  the 
least  delay  the  vast  quantities  of  eoods  left  in  the 
timber  and  ravines  adjacent  to  me  camp.  The 
meo  gatiiered  into  heaps  and  homed  tons  of 
dried  boffalo  meat  packed  in  bu^o  skin  cases, 
treat  qnantitieB  of  dried  berries,  buffiUo  robes, 
monedbufialo,  elk,  and  antelope  skins,  house- 
Md  utensils,  snch  as  brass  and  copper  kettles, 
men  pans,  ke^  riding  saddles,  dray  poles  for 
ponksand  dogs. 

Finding  that  one  day  was  too  short  a  time  to 
make  the  destruction  complete.  I  ordered  the 
men  to  gadier  only  the  lodge-poles  in  heaps  and 
bum  them,  and  then  deployed  the  men,  and 
feed  die  woods  in  every  direction ;  the  destruc- 
tion was  thus  complete,  and  everywhere  was 
manifest  the  rapid  m^ht  of  the  Indians,  leaving 
ereiythiz^,  even  their  dogs  and  colts  tied  to 
flte  pickets.  In  skirmishing  the  timber  dead 
Indians  were  found,  killed  by  explodhig  shells. 
After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  camping 
mvnd,  and  by  judging  from  the  amount  of 
mdge-poles  burnt,  I  should  iudge  the  camp  to 
kive  numbered  fourteen  hundred  lodges.  I 
inmkl  report  that  after  the  work  of  destruction 
CQDoienoed  the  Indians  carried  a  white  flag  on 
tie  bhdr  close  to  the  camp.  As  I  could  not  in- 
topret  the  naeaning  at  this  particular  time,!  did 
Bot  feel  called  upon  to  report  the  fact  to  you 
VBtil  I  had  accomplished  the  object  and  carried 
oat  order  No.  62. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

ost  respectfully. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

R.  N.  McLabbv, 
OoloiKl,  Swond  MtameaoU  Cbraby. 

HMAaqoAmam  ftumawr  OaKPJurr) 
InuM  Soovn,  Aivoat  8, 18M.    / 

iLirafom-Catema  Iforik^Wea  LuMan  JEtepM- 

tkm: 

Accordinfc  to  the  circular  requesting  com- 
maodsfs  of  regiments,  battalions,  and  companies 
to  band  in  aa  official  report  of  their  positions  in 
aetioB  CO  the  twenty-eighth  and  twen^-ninth  of 
hfy,  1864, 1  give  the  f^wing  statements : 

fte  potttkm  awarded  me,  when  line  of  battle 


was  first  formed,  was  in  rear  of  Oaptain  Pope's 
battery  of  artillery,  to  support  the  battery, 
which  position  I  held  until  after  passing  aromid 
the  high  butte  on  the  left,  where  the  Indiana 
had  made  a  strong  stand,  dnving  them  from  the 
butte  down  towards  their  camp  on  double-quick, 
frequently  baited  by  Oaptain  Pope,  while  he 
would  send  them  a  few  dieDs.  When  arriving 
near  the  foot  of  the  hall  Captain  Pope  order- 
ed me  to  go  ahead,  d^loyed  as  skirmishers,  so 
that  he  should  not  he  surprised  by  parties 
secreted  in  ravines.  When  arriving  at  a  point 
of  timber  before  us  a  bold  part)'  of  warriors 
came  dashing  at  us ;  the  Captain  ordered  me  to 
halt,  which  order  was  obeyed.  The  Captain 
sent  them  a  few  shells,  scattering  them  in  every 
direction.  The  Captain  then  desired  to  get  a 
position  on  a  point  some  distance  to  the  left^ 
where  he  intended  to  shell  the  timbw;  my  po* 
si^n  was  then  on  the  rirht — gained  the  point 
without  any  difficulty ;  omy  a  few  Indians  made 
their  appearance,  whom  we  drove  back  by  a  few 
rounds  with  carbines.  The  Captain  then  shelled 
tlie  timber  a  short  time ;  he  then  desired  to  gain 
another  point  still  further  to  the  left ;  he  tiien 
ordered  me  to  march  my  company,  by  file,  near 
the  timber  on  the  ri^bt  When  we  reached  the 
point,  as  I  was  gettmg  my  company  into  line, 
and  the  Ge4>tain  planting  his  pieces,  the  Indians 
fired  on  us,  killing  one  of  my  horses  and  wound- 
ing another.  I  immediately  ordered  the  men  to 
dismount,  every  fourth  man  holding  horses,  and 
made  a  charge  on  the  enemy,  firing  into  the 
dense  thicket,  killine  two  Indians  and  wounding 
one,  which  my  Winnebago  boys  afterwards 
killed,  scalped  and  beheaded.  I  then  returned 
to  the  battery,  marched  some  distance  to  the 
left,  where  we  remained  until  ordered  into 
camp.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  bravely. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  marched  with  headquarters, 
first  brigade,  having  no  action. 

C.  Stufft, 
GftpCata,  OomnMDdtng  Independent  Compukj  Indian  Sooota. 

Gamp  Na  S6,  K.  W.  Irdiam  Eipmnoii, ) 

▲ii(iist  2.  1804.     S    ' 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the 
battie  of  the  twen^-eighth  of  July,  1864,  my 
command  was  held  in  reserve  for  a  time  in  rear 
of  the  battery  of  the  First  brigade,  until  a  space 
occurred  in  ue  skirmishers  on  the  left  between 
4ie  Eighth  Minnesota  infa^|^  and  Seventh 
Iowa  cavalry,  when  I  was  sent  with  companv  A, 
of  my  command,  to  occupy  said  space.  When, 
after  driving  the  Indians  for  some  two  miles,  a 
large  quantity  of  Indians  appeared  on  a  hiU  in 
front  of  us.  When  we  diarged  up  the  hill  and 
fired  several  volleys,  at  short  ruige,  with  good 
effect ;  when  Captain  Pope,  with  his  battery, 
company  B,  of  my  command,  company  M,  Sizm 
Iowa  cavahry,  and  the  Nebraska  scouts  came 

Sromptly  to  my  support,  which  caused  the  In- 
ians  to  retreat  I  then,  with  company  A,  Da- 
kota cavabry,  passed  to  the  left  of  a  hill,  which 
was  in  our  front,  when  the  battery,  wiu  oomp- 
piAy  B  of  my  command,  went  to  the  rights 
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when,  after  a  litde  akirmiBhing,  the  Indians 
went  np  the  monntaina,  whioh  were  in  front  of 
the  command. 

We  then  halted,  and  soon  after  returned  and 
compared  with  the  rest  of  the  conmiand.  On  the 
battle  field,  at  an  early  honr  next  morning,  after 
ascertaining  that  it  was  impossible  to  follow  the 
Indians  farther  with  anj  prospect  of  success,  I 
went  to  the  Indian  camp  with  both  companies  of 
my  conmiand,  in  accorcumce  with  orders,  for  the 

Sorpose  of  destroying  the  property  of  said  In- 
ians,  and  although  several  other  companies 
were  at  work  destroying  tiie  property  of  the 
Indians  my  two  companies  destroyed  some 
seven  hundred  skin  lodges,  a  large  quantity  of 
buf&do  robes,  camp  equipage,  and  provisions. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  was  onlv  one 
soldier  of  company  A,  slightly  wounded.  In 
condusicm,  I  beg  leave  ta  state  that  in  my  opin- 
ion great  wisdom  was  displayed  in  the  conduct- 
ing of  said  battle  by  our  most  worthy  General 
lam  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant^ , 
Nblson  Minib, 

OaptaiQ  Oommandtng  Dakota  Oayalry. 

Brigadier-General  Alfred  Sullt, 

Oommandiog  Ezpeditkn. 

HiADQUAHna  PKAnai  Eitisbt,      \ 
Camp  <a  Hiak  Bitb,  Aognat  1, 1804.  J 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
the  late  fight  with  Indians  at  Tah-ksJi-o-kuty,  on 
Thursday,  July  Iwenly-eight,  I  was  ordered  to 
take  position  with  my  battery  in  advance  and 
fifty  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  of  skurmishers  in 
front,  with  orders  to  fire  when  I  got  within 
range.  X  advanced  slowly  to  within  about  nine 
hundred  yards  of  the  Indians,  when  I  run  one 
piece  forward  in  front  of  the  skirmishing  line 
and  fired  three  rounds  of  spherical  case  shot, 
klUing  five  or  six  and  wounding  several  In- 
dians. 1  was  then  ordered  to  move  to  the  left, 
with  instructions  to  head  them  off  and  drive 
them  towards  the  right  I  advanced  at  a  full 
run,  supported  by  four  companies  of  cavahry, 
sending  one  section  of  the  battery  and  two 
companies  of  cavalry  on  either  side  of  the  high 
butte  to  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle,  wheeling 
and  firinff  as  often  as  I  got  within  range.  The 
line  of  ddrmishers  was  a  mile  in  rear  of  the 
battery.  We  succeeded  in  cleckring  the  knolls 
lOn  the  left  and  (giving  the  Indians  into  the 
ravines  under  the  mountains.  I  sh^ed  them 
out  of  there  and  forced  them  into  the  hills, 
where  it  was  impossible  to  follow  with  either 
artillery  or  cavaL^.  We  moved  again  to  the 
left,  hoping  to  find  an  opening  to  get  the  bat- 
tery on  top  of  the  hills,  but  unfortunately  did 
not  succeed  in  finding  a  road. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  manv  Indians  were 
killed  in  tnis  movement,  as  the  aead  were  car- 
ried off  as  soon  as  they  fell ;  but  from  what  I 
saw  and  from  information  since  received,  I  think 
the  number  will  not  fall  below  thirty  killed  and 
wounded ;  my  loss  was  nothing. 

Great  praise  is  due  the  deta&ed  men  on  daty 


with  the  Pi*urie  battery  for  Uieir  ooohesg  and 
prompt  obedience  of  orders ;  and  it  may  not  be 
improper  here  to  mention  Captain  Miner's  and 
Tnpp^s  companies  of  Dakota  cavahry,  Captain 
Wilhams's  company  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  cavalry, 
and  the  Nebraska  scouts,  who  gave  me  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power  and  were  very  efficieoL 
I  am,  Ci^tain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

NaithPopk, 
Qiptoto  OommaniUng  Prairie  Battwy. 

Captain  Jomr  H.  Pini., 

A.A.G. 


HRADQirAnns  TBud  BATCAUOir,  Savma  Iowa  GiTiOT^  \ 
GAMPNa  86,  N.W.  iKDiAii  Kjlwuuw,  Aagaat2,  IML  j 

Captaik  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  1664,  ^e  command 
broke  camp  on  a  branch  of  the  Knife  river  at 
an  early  hour,  and  mardied  in  a  nor&westem 
direction.  My  battalion  was  marching  in  rear  of 
the  left  column  of  the  first  brigade.  At  about 
ten  o'clock,  a.  k.,  information  was  brou^t  in  bj 
the  guides  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  had 
been  discovered  a  few  miles  directly  in  our 
frt>nt  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  men  to  die 
head  of  the  left  column.  After  marching  a 
short  distance  the  Indians  appeared  in  lar^ 
nxunbers  in  front,  and  I  was  ordered  to  dis- 
mount my  men  and  deploy  them  in  front  as 
skirmishers.  My  formation  was  in  the  centre, 
the  Sixth  Iowa  cavalry  being  on  my  right  and 
the  Eight  Minnesota  on  the  left  As  soon  as 
the  formation  was  completed  the  whole  line 
commenced  advancing,  and  after  marching  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  a  still  laii^numba' 
of  Indians  could  be  seen  maneuveniu^  on  the 
iMuse  of  a  large  and  abrupt  range  of  wooded 
hills  a  few  miles  in  front  They  soon  advanced 
to  meet  our  line,  whidi  continued  steadily  to 
advance,  and  a  scattering  fire  was  commenced, 
the  first  volley  being  fired  at  an  Indian  who  vp- 
peared  in  front  brandishing  a  war  dub  and  ap- 
parentiy  directing  the  movements  of  the  otbera, 
this  beine  the  opening  fire  of  the  fight  The 
fire  then  became  general  and  continuea  with  in- 
tervals along  our  whole  line.  Although  my 
men  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  they  con* 
tinned  to  adyance  steadily  and  deliberately,  and 
met  and  repelled  the  chiurges  made  by  the  In- 
dians from  time  to  time  with  great  finnness  and 
composure. 

The  advance  continued  in  this  way  about  one 
hour  when  the  Eighth  Minnesota,  being  severely 
pressed,  fell  back  leaving  my  left  entirely  unsup- 
ported and  a  large  breuf  in  the  line.  Tliis  I  at- 
tempted to  obviate  for  some  time  by  extendinsr 
m^  intervals  and  allowing  my  left  to  bend 
shghtiy  to  the  rear  until  a  battery  and  its  sup- 
ports taking  up  their  position  on  our  left,  I  re- 
formed myjine  and  continued  to  advance.  At 
this  time  a  battery  with  its  support  took  up  its 
position  on  our  left,  and  a  force  of  cavahyon 
our  right,  and  advancing  in  front  of  our  tine 
drove  the  Indians  out  of  our  reach,  when  we 
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OMsed  firing  and  foHowed  in  rear  of  the  cavalry 
to  the  foot  of  the  blnffs. 

The  whole  fight  laated  about  aix  hours,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  Indians  were  driven  a  die- 
tance  of  about  ten  miles. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  because  of  the  na- 
tBre  of  the  ground  and  the  Indian  way  of 
figfatins,  mu<£  of  our  fire  was  wasted.  The 
groond  over  which  we  advanced  was  very 
Boeven,  and  the  Indians  would  gather  behind 
knoIlB  and  in  ravines  on  our  tront,  and  fire 
upon  us  and  scatter  away  on  their  swift-footed 
pomes. 

Too  mudi  praise  cannot  be  given  to  officers 
and  men  of  my  command  for  the  cahn  bearing 
aod  good  judgment  evinced  upon  all  occasions 
and  imd^  aU  circumstanoes. 

My  troops  took  no  part  in  any  action  on  the 
tve&tf -ninth.  As  to  casualties  I  am  happv  to 
itite  that  I  lost  no  men  either  in  killed  or 
voimded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Patrb, 
tiMt#«BatO>loiieI,  Serenth  lovftOftTalry  Vohinteen. 
Obptain  Jomr  H.  Pkll, 

jlMlBUat  A(UittaaUG«MraL 

BMUXgoixnam  flfeooin>  Bbioadi,  N.  W.  IinMiir  I 
v,Ga»  No.  8e,Angwt  1,1804.    J 


CATTADr :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
kving  report  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
ftf  cominand  during  the  twenty-eighth  and 
trenty-nintii  of  July  last : 

it  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  I  received  notice  that 
Ae  Indian  camp  was  found,  and  my  brigade  was 
sriered  from  the  rear  to  the  left  of  Sie  First 
Jk%Kie,  and  also  to  direct  Captain  Jone8|^  Third 
Ksoesota  battery,  to  report  to  the  Bngadier- 
fcioai  commanding,  whidi  was  promptly 
ine,  and  advance  tne  command  in  oolunm, 
imiauji  K,  Eighth  Minnesota  volunteers,  hav- 
ig  the  advance  as  skirmishers.  After  advanc- 
abont  two  miles,  six  comixes  of  the 
Minnesota  volunteers,  Lieutenant-Golo- 
Bogers  commanding,  were  dismounted  and 
'  to  the  front  on  the  left  of  the  First 
at  three  paces  intervals.  The  Second 
ta  cavalry  were  held  in  reserve  march- 
,  in  columns  of  squadrons  at  half  distance 
ft  hundred  paces  in  rear  of  the  line  on  the 

After  advancing  about  one  mile  alight  fire 
s  oommenoed  on  the  enemy,  who  began  to 
paarin  large  numbers  in  front,  and  rapidly 
iKd  to  the  left  flank  and  rear.  The  left  of 
»  figbth  Minnesota  was  thrown  slightlv  to 
rear,  and  two  companies  of  the  Seomd  Min- 
loCa  cavalry  dismounted  and  deployed  still 
Iber  to  the  left  in  that  direction. 
it  this  time  large  numbers  of  Indians  were 
■lag  in  that  direction,  and  attacked  the  rear 
■d  of  the  main  train  which  was  promptly  re- 

rby  the  goard.  which  consisted  of  com- 
B  and  D  Eignth  Minnesota  volunteers, 


and  company  B,  Second  Minnesota  cavalry,  and 
a  shell  firom  Lieutenant  Whipple's  six-pounder. 
At  this  time  Colonel  McLaren  with  two  more 
companies  of  his  regiment  were  sent  to  the 
front,  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth 
regiment,  when  they  were  dismounted  and  took 
possession  of  a  range  of  sharp  hills,  which  was 
rapidly  done  by  a  sharp  skirmish. 

At  this  point  the  left  of  the  whole  line  was 
halted  and  the  right  thrown  forward.  After  a 
few  minutes  the  whole  line  advanced  in  the 
sAne  direction,  the  whole  brigade  moving  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  much  of  the  time  on  the  run, 
over  broken  ground,  the  firing  being  kept  up 
briskly  and  with  good  effect  After  advancing 
about  two  miles  the  miserable  enemy  rapidly 
retired.  The  Second  cavafary  was  mountea  ana 
pushed  rapidly  forward,  and  the  Eighth  regi- 
ment closed  to  the  right  oy  companies ;  and  the 
whole  line  closed  on  the  enemy's  abandoned 
camp,  which  was  a  splendid  position  for  de- 
fence. After  arriving  in  the  camp  four  com- 
panies of  the  Eighth  regiment  were  sent  forward 
to  escort  Captain  Jones'  battery  to  the  front, 
for  the  purpose  of  shelling  a  ravine  contaim'ng 
water.  These  companies,  under  Major  Camp, 
being  deployed,  advanced  through  the  ravine 
and  ascended  the  steep  hills  rapidly,  and,  in  a 
lively  skumish,  drove  the  rear  goard  of  the 
enemy  from  the  sight  of  camp. 

At  dusk  the  commana  was  withdrawn  a  short 
distance  to  the  left  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  l»igade  took  the  advance  to 
the  left,  searching  for  a  passage  after  the  In- 
dians over  the  immense  mU.  After  advancing 
five  or  six  miles  the  attempt  was  abandoned,  as 
the  ground  was  so  broken  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  proceed. 

The  command  then  countermardied,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Indian  camp,  when  Colonel  Mc- 
Laren, with  four  companies  of  his  regiment, 
three  companies  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  vol- 
unteers, and  a  large  portion  of  the  First 
brigade,  worked  with  a  will  for  six  hours^  de- 
stroying the  abandoned  property  of  the  Indians, 
which  was  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  camp  of  one  thousand 
six  hundred  lodges.  Late  in  me  afternoon  the 
return  march  was  resumed,  and  we  again  camp- 
ed on  the  battle^oxmd. 

At  dusk  two  of  the  pickets,  members  of  com- 
puiy  D,  Second  Minnesota  cavahy,  were  sur- 
prised and  killed  by  a  small  party  of  Indians, 
which  is  the  only  casual^  of  consequence  which 
occurred  in  ^e  command  during  the  engage- 
ment 

The  complete  success  of  our  force  was  owing 
to  the  self-possession  and  bravery  of  both  o£t 
cers  and  men,  the  superiority  of  their  arm^ 
their  skill  in  handling  them,  and  the  ready  ana 
cheerful  obedience  to  all  orders. 

It  is  useless  to  mention  individuals  when  the 
whole  command  did  their  duty  so  weU.  I  teke 
pleasure  ui  recommending  them  to  the  Briga' 
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dier-G^nenl  ooQimatidiDg   the   expedition  m 
good  and  faithfiil  soldien. 
Very  respectfuLlr, 

xoor  obedient  servant 

M.  T.  Tbomai, 
(MomfH,  nfhth  HliuieioU  Volaiiteera, 

OommMKlIng  Seoood  Brigftde. 

Oaptain  J.  H.  Pkll,  A.  A.  G. 


HiAoqpn 


I  SBra  Iowa  Younrnm  Cataut.X 
Gamp  No.  84,  Joly  W,  18M.    f 


On :  I  have  the  honcnr  to  report  the  operatioiia 
of  eleven  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  volunteer 
cavalry  on  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth 
of  July,  1864  (companv  K  having  been  left  in 
garrison  at  Fort  lUndall,  D.  T.),  in  connection 
with  the  battle  with  the  Indians  at  Tah-kah-o- 
knty.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth  in- 
stant the  two  brigades  took  up  the  line  of 
march  from  their  camp  (number  thirty-four)  and 
Big  Knife  river,  in  a  direction  west  of  north. 
The  First  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Sixth  Iowa 
volunteer  cavalry,  three  companies  of  the 
Seventh  Iowa  volunteer  cavalry,  J3rackett*s  bat- 
talion of  Minnesota  cavaliy,  two  companies  of 
Didcota  cavalry,  the  Prairie  battery,  and  one 
company  of  Indian  scouts,  being  in  advance. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  guides  an- 
nounced that  they  had  discovered  Indians  in 
large  numbers  at  a  place  called  Tah-kah-o-kuty, 
directly  in  our  fironty  and  at  a  distance  of  but  a 
few  miles,  as  reported  by  them,  but  which 
eventually  proved  to  be  at  least  ten  miles  away. 

The  position  occupied  by  the  Indians  consisted 
of  a  riaze  of  buttes,  varying  from  four  hundred 
to  eight  hundred  feet  in  height,  the  sides  of  which 
were  covered  with  timber  and  large  rocks. 
Deep  wooded  ravines,  almost  inaccessible  to 
cavalrv,  protected  nearly  the  whole  front  of 
these  imttes.  South  of  this  position  were  lower 
ranges  of  buttes,  over  which  it  was  necessary 
to  pass  to  reach  the  almost  impregnable  position 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  These  lower  ranges 
were  broken,  uneven,  and  stony. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  the  presence  of 
Indians  in  our  front,  the  Une  of  battle  was  imme- 
diately formed  by  the  (General  commanding:  the 
Seventh  Iowa  volunteer  cavalry  being  in  the 
center,  the  Sixth  Iowa  cavalry  on  the  right,  and 
the  Eighth  Minnesota  infantry  on  the  left  the 
Prairie  battery,  supported  by  company  M,  Sixth 
Iowa  cavalry,  and  toe  Indian  scouts  advancing 
in  the  interval  between  the  Sixth  and  Sevenu 
Iowa  cavalry.  One  battalicHi,  composed  of  com- 
panies A,  G,  L,  and  D,  o(  the  Sixth  Iowa  volun- 
teer cavalry,  was  commanded  by  Captain  John 
Chklligan,  company  A  ;  one  battalion  (companies 
B,  E,  and  F),  by  Oaptain  D.  a  Gram,  oompny  B; 
and  one  battalion  (companies  G,  H,  ana  I)  br 
M%}or  House,  company  G,  were  thrown  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  Strong  par- 
ties of  Indians  came  out  well  mounted  (some  of 
them  on  American  horses),  and  attaokea  us  from 
eight  to  ten  miles  from  their  position  in  the 
Bluffo.  Six  companies,  viss :  A,  G,  D,  H,  I,  and 
L  were  dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmish- 


ers on  the  rig^t,  company  G  dismoimted  nd 
skirmishing  in  the  advance,  three  compani«t  (B, 
£,  and  F)  remaining  mountea,  and  used  as  t  re- 
serve, under  command  of  Captain  D.  C.  Oul 
After  advancing  and  skirmishing  aboirt  three 
miles,  the  Indians  gathered  in  large  nnmben  on 
and  near  a  high  butte  in  front  of  onr  left  The 
Prairie  battery  took  position,  and  after  finuf  t 
few  rounds  dislodged  and  scattered  them.  We 
continued  to  advance  for  about  two  miks  for- 
dier,  constantly  skirmishing  and  driving  the 
enemy  before  us,  when  they  again  massed  in 
large  numbers  on  our  right  front  A  part  of  the 
Minnesota  battery,  supported  by  compuiy  £, 
Sixth  Iowa  cavalry,  was  placed  in  position  oa 
our  right,  and  after  a  few  rounds  scattered  thes, 
they  moving  still  further  to  our  right,  near  the 
high  blufb,  which  extended  some  distance  ia 
that  direction.  A  charge  was  here  made  upon 
them  by  Brackett's  bat£dion  of  Minnesota  civ- 
airy,  and  thev  were  again  driven  more  to  our 
front,  gradually  falling  back  to  their  strongest 
position  in  the  range  of  bluib  before  indicate-i 
Our  line  continued  to  advance,  but  by  directioQ 
of  &e  Gkmeral  commanding  was  not  to  more  in 
advance  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  cavalry  on  our  left, 
but  was  to  present  a  connected  and  continooiu 
line.  We  were  delayed  for  an  hour  or  more 
awaiting  the  advance  of  the  Seventh  Iowa  car- 
airy. 

The  artillery  and  cavalry  were  thrown  for- 
ward, on  the  right  and  left^  drivii^  the  enenr 
up  in  the  blu&.  Our  line  again  advanced,  and  | 
reached  and  took  possession  of  the  hlnSb  aboat 
sunset,  the  artillery  having  sheUed  the  enemr 
from  their  shelter  in  the  woods  and  behind  the 
rocks  on  the  sides  of  the  bluib  in  our  fironL 
But  one  casualty  oocnrred  in  the  regiment:  one 
man  in  company  M.  Sixth  Iowa  ca^^Jry  was  se- 
verely but  not  dangerously  wounded,  llie  dif 
was  excessively  hot  The  men  were  dismoiBii- 
ed  and  carrying  their  arms  and  ammunitioo 
(weighing  about  twenty-five  pounds),  and  the 
Indians,  being  well  mounted,  were  able,  geoer- 
ally  to  move  out  of  the  range  of  onr  rifles.  It 
is  impossible  to  g^ve,  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, the  number  of  Indians  killed;  many,  bow- 
ever,  were  seen  to  £Bdl  fh>m  their  horses,  and 
several  were  known  to  have  been  killed.  We 
encamped  about  two  miles  north  of  the  battie- 
field,  and  the  next  morning  started  in  puranitf/ 
&e  Indians  toward  the  Little  Missouri  rirer; 
but,  after  marching  about  two  hours,  wtfe  ob- 
liged to  turn  bade,  having  found  it  impossible 
to  move  any  further  with  wagons  in  that  direo 
tion.  Upon  returning  lo  tiie  battle-field,  fcHU 
oomi^anies  were  detaded  to  destroy  proper^, 
consisting  of  lodges,  poles,  and  drkd  meat 
Both  officers  and  men  behaved  well  througboal 
I  have  the  hxmsx  to  remain,  sir, 
Vety  reqMCtliilly, 

Tour  obedient  servant,  ' 

8.  M.  Pollock, 
liMleMaMMoMl  SIsth  iMra  Oavalrr,  Owllnf  lil^ 
ment 

Captain  Jouif  H.  Psll, 

A.  A.  O.,  Firai  Brigad*  North-waMern  Indiaa  BqM^*^ 
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Gimiir :  I  hare  tiie  honor  to  Bubmit  the  fol- 
loving  rep<Hrt  of  the  part  I  took  with  my  com- 
■Md  iD  the  action  with  hoetile  Indiana  on  July 
twenty-eighth,  1864 : 

I  was  first  ordered  to  moTe  in  oolomn  on  the 
light,  which  I  did.  Subsequently  I  received  or- 
deiB  to  support  the  line  of  skirmishers  in  ad- 
Twoe,  wluch  I  did  by  bringing  companies  B 
ind  C  in  Hne,  with  companies  A  and  D  as  sop-^ , 
port  I  mored  in  that  order  some  three  miles 
idien,  finding  the  enemy  massing  in  considera- 
ble force  a^  attacking  my  right,  I  engaged 
tiiein  with  company  B  dusmoonted,  at  &e  same 
tiobe  asking  and  receiying  permission  of  you  to 
charge  them  with  sabre:  I  immediately  gave 
the  order  to  Captain  E.  Y.  Shelley,  of  company 
C,  to  charge  them  with  his  company,  wnich 
order  be  execvted  and  foUowed  up  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  himself  and  those  under 
him.  The  charge  resulted  in  the  killing  of  thir- 
teen Indians  found  on  the  field,  and  entirely 
rofotiDg  the  balance.  Finding  the  enemy  form- 
inr  in  lar^  numbers  on  my  left  and  firont  I 
raUied  my  whole  command  and  found  it  neces- 
tory  to  dismount  them;  as  I  was  being  severely 
umoyed  from  ravines  and  thickets  impractica- 
ble for  h<uve.  After  severe  skirmishing,  drove 
the  enemy  to  the  base  of  a  high  hill,  where  I 
Biet  wi^  a  strong  opposition,  they  being  in 
strong  force  on  its  summit.  I  finally  succeeded 
in  taking  possession  of  the  hill,  which  I  held, 
drtving  me  enemy  far  beyond.  The  nature  of 
the  ground  in  &ont  rendering  it  impracticable 
to  pursue  further  at  the  time,  I  rejoined  your 
command  with  my  battalion. 

In  the  charge  Sergeant  George  W.  Northrup, 
of  company  Cl  fell,  after  receiving  eight  or  ten 
woonds,  one  of  which  pierced  him  tm-ough  the 
heart  Horatio  Austin,  of  Ckimpany  D,  was  also 
kiOed  while  skirmishing.  My  loss  during  the 
day  was  two  killed  and  eight  wounded.  I  also 
hit  twen^-4wo  horses,  punishing  the  enemy  by 
killiDg  twenty-seven  found  dead  on  the  field 
afterward,  brides  quite  a  number  that  were 
•een  to  have  been  carried  off  by  them. 

I  take  pleasure,  Greneral,  in  saying  that  my 
afioers  and  men  displayed  an  amount  of  courage, 
...■ ^  ^^^  gl^  worthy  of  veterans  that  they 


I  am,  Ckneral,  wifli  profound  respect,  yours 
tocoDUDand,  A.  B.  Bkackbtt, 

Mijor  Obrnminrtlns  Bittalloa. 
Obtain  Joov  H.  Fell, 
A.  A.  a 
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THE  SAI/ryiLLE  EXFEDITIOK. 

▲  VinOlUL  AOCXKTNT. 

,  Kt.,  0eltb«lS,186«. 

very  con- 
"       lition, 


•sen,  in  several  pap 
of  the  Salt-wor 


and  feeling  that  the  fiacts  have  not  yet  been 
placed  before  the  public  as  they  occurred,  and 
as  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  demand,  I 
ask  a  place  in  your  columns  for  the  publication 
of  as  accurate  a  report  as,  I  think,  can  be  made, 
having  been  an  eye-witness,  and,  I  assure  you, 
an  impartial  one,  to  the  incidents  and  results  of 
this  expedition.  For  the  oorrectness  and  ao- 
curacy  of  my  statements,  my  only  reference  wiH 
be  the  brave  officers  and  men  who  composed 
die  foroe,  the  two  leading  objects  of  my  com- 
munication being  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  truth 
and  to  award  to  each  gallant  soldier  his  share 
of  honor  in  this  movement,  which,  if  it  was  not 
a  victory,  was  no  less  a  test  of  their  courage, 
endurance  and  forbearance,  under  the  most 
tiving  circumstances,  the  responsibility  of 
which  rests  not  with  &em.  I  will  not  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  expedition  before  reach- 
ing Prestonburg,  as  the  march  was  without  in- 
cidents worthy  of  recital  I  will  only  mention, 
in  the  opening  of  my  account,  the  met  which 
was,  of  itself,  a  most  shameful  error,  six  hundred 
of  tiie  horses  which  were  to  be  used  in  this 
move,  belonging  to  the  First  diviaion,  having 
been  inspected  by  the  Division  and  Brigade 
Iniq[>ectors,  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  service 
for  a  single  day.  A  lar^e  number  besides  these 
were  reported  by  the  inspectors  as  probably 
fit  for  a  march  of  three  days.  0pon  these  ani- 
mals, broken  down  by  thirty  days*  service  with 
(General  Hobson  in  driving  Adam  Johnson  from 
Western  Kentucky,  the  men  were  started ;  the 
result  was  that  many  of  the  soldiers  were  dis- 
mounted after  a  few  miles'  travel,  and  walked 
the  remainder  of  the  trip  to  the  salt-works  and 
back. 

The  expedition  left  Prestonburg  on  Sunday, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  McLean,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Maior- 
Oeneral  Burbridge.  The  brigade  marched  in 
tiie  rear  from  I^estonburg  to  Ivy  Mountain^ 
crossing  this  dangerous  pass  in  the  night,  the 
road  being  so  rough  and  narrow  that  the  bat* 
tery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Wallace  had 
to  be  taken  to  pieces  to  effect  the  crossing, 
which  would  only  admit  one  animal  or  man  at 
a  time.  The  eolumn  was  occasionally  bush- 
whacked up  to  the  Virginia  line,  when  we  struck 
the  Virginia  State  Road,  one  or  the  finest  moun- 
tain roads  in  the  United  States,  notwithstanding 
one  correspondent  has  represented  it  as  almost 
impassable.  No  skirmishing  occurred  until  we 
were  near  the  rebel  General  Berran's  house,  in 
the  Richland  Valley,  where  the  Fourth  brigade 
was  engaged  in  two  slight  skirmishes  for  a  uiort 
time,  in  which  they  drove  the  enemy  before 
them.  The  troops  encamped  at  General  Ber« 
ran's  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  September. 
The  following  morning,  October  first,  the  march 
was  resumed,  the  First  brigade  in  advance* 
Four  miles  firom  this  pcunt  we  reached  the  foot 
of  Glindi  Mountain,  the  Thirtieth  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Alexander,  with  two  companies  of  the 
Fortieth  Kentucky,  under  Cdonal  litteral,  being 


434 


REBELLION    BEOORD,    1062-66. 


the  advance  gnard.  By  felling  trees  the  rebels 
had  completely  blockaded  the  road  over  the 
moantain.  This  was  naturally  a  very  strong 
position.  Several  hundred  rebels,  under  the 
command  of  Giltner,  having  taken  possession 
of,  and  secreted  themselves  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  poured  a  galling  fire  into  the  head  of 
the  column.  Tlie  Thirtieth,  Forty-fifth  and  For- 
tieth Kentucky  were  by  Qeneral  Hobsun  dis- 
mounted immediately,  and  ordered  tp  drive  the 
rebels  hrom  their  position.  The  Fortieth  Ken- 
tucky was  sent  to  the  left  to  co-operate  with  * 
the  Forty-fifth  and  Thirtieth  Kentucky,  who 
were  on  the  right  After  stubborn  fighting  the 
rebels  yielded  their  position,  with  the  loss  of 
several  kiUed  -and  wounded.  Two  Federals 
were  kiUed,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  wounded, 
among  whom  was  Captain  Adams,  Fortv-fifth 
Kentucky.  All  the  officers  and  troops  behaved 
with  great  gallantry.  The  column  proceeded  to 
Laurel  Grap,  where  Ihey  again  encountered  the 
rebels.  ThiB  also  was  a  formidable  position, 
and  had  it  been  held  with  tenacity,  it  wodd 
have  been  almost  impossible  to  dislodge  uie 
enemy.  By  the  masterly  handling  of  his  troops 
General  Hobson  compelled  the  enemy  to  fall 
back.  The  Fortieth  and  Thirteenth  Kentucky, 
under  command  of  Colonel  True,  were  enabled, 
by  their  position,  to  do  most  of  Uie  fighting,  and 
pouring  a  galling  fire  into  the  enemv.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Morrison, ,  Colonel  Alexander, 
Colonel  True,  Colonel  Starliiur  and  Captain  Page 
displayed  great  courage,  as  did  the  entire  com- 
mand. Any  rash  movement  upon  the  part  of 
flobson  at  this  place  would  certainly  have 
brought  heavy  loss  to  his  men.  The  troops  en- 
camped a  little  beyond  this  point,  about  six 
miles  from  the  salt-works.  The  march  was  re- 
sumed the  following  morning,  the  Third  brigade 
having  the  advance,  when  we  arrived  within 
two  miles  of  the  salt-works,  when  the  skirmish- 
ing commenced,  and  there  was  constant  fighting 
from  this  point  to  the  works.  Colonel  Hanson 
and  all  his  troops  acted  with  marked  courage, 
and  finally  drove  the  rebels  to  their  lines  near 
the  salt-works.  Here  the  troops  were  arranged 
to  deliver  battle,  the  various  regiments  holding 
the  following  positions :  The  Tmrd  brigade  on 
the  right,  ttie  First  brigade  the  centre,  and 
Tourth  brigade  the  left.  Our  lines  thus  formed 
a  semicircle.  The  fight  was  opened  on  the  left 
by  Colonel  Batcliffe,  early  in  me  day.  Terrific 
fighting  occurred.  The  action  soon  became 
general  along  our  entire  line.  Our  attack  de- 
veloped, in  less  than  thirty  minutes,  the  fact, 
that  in  addition  to  the  stroufi^est  natural  fortifi- 
cations, the  rebel  position  haa  been  strengthened 
by  the  most  formidable  ear^works,  erected 
with  skill  and  mounted  with  rifled  guns  of  heavy 
calibre  and  long  raiu^.  It  was  also  quickly 
discovered  that  they  had  received  heavy  rein- 
forcements, as  their  long  lines  of  infantiy  and 
cavalry,  which  were  held  in  reserve,  were 
plainly  in  view.  The  position  assigned  Colonel 
Hanson  and  his  men  exposed  them  to  a  wither- 
ing and  deadly  fire  from  both  artillery  and  mus- 


ketry, thereby  renderiii|^  nseless  all  tiieir  eff<HtB 
to  accomplish  the  end  intended.  The  positioo 
that  Hanson  was  expected  to  carry  wasa heavy 
fort,  protected  on  its  left  by  an  extensive  rifle- 
pit,  situated  on  the  top  of  a  cliff  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  in  order  to 
reach  which  he  would  have  been  compelled  to 
ford  a  river  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  deep,  snd 
ascend  the  cliff,  which  was  almost  perpendicular. 
The  gallant  Hanson  could  not  execute  impossi- 
bilities, and  has  probably  lost  his  life  in  attempt- 
ing to  lead  his  men  where  it  would  have  been 
certain  destruction  to  them. 

Colonel  Hanson  was  supported  by  ColoDel 
True,  with  the  Fortieth  Kentucky  mounted  in- 
fantry, and  Forty-fifth  Kentucky  mounted  in- 
fetntrv,  until  Hanson  fell,  when  True  was  ordered 
to  take  command  of  Haiison*s  brigade,  and  held 
the  position  until  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
withdraw.  I  mav  here  mention  that  at  one  time 
Colonel  Ratoliffe  s  brieade  (Fourth)  drove  the 
enemy  into  the  town  of  oaltviile,  and  held  a  posi- 
tion nearer  the  salt-works  than  any  other  portion 
of  the  command.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benuey  dis- 
tinguished himself  greatly,  commanding  tiie 
Twelfth  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry.  About  one 
o'clock  the  Thirtieth  Kentucky  mounted  infuitiy 
and  Thirteenth  Kentucky  cavalry  were  ordered 
by  Hobson  to  cross  the  river  at  a  point  oppo- 
site the  centre  of  our  line,  and  carry  the  rebel 
centre,  which  they  did,  with  unflinching  bravc^, 
under  fearful  fire  from  rebel  batteries,  kOling 
and  wounding  a  number  of  rebels.  Here  we 
also  lost  heavily  in  officers  and  men,  but  our 
men  not  only  held  their  position,  but  drove  the 
enemv  to  their  works.  Supporting  this  move,  a 
detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  cavaby 
of  seventy-five  men,  under  Lieutenant<)oIonel 
Grier,  made  a  dashing  charge.  At  this  critical 
moment.  Lieutenant  Wallace,  Fortieth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  to  bring  up  his  howitzer  batteiy 
for  the  purpose  of  sneUing  the  rebel  lines,  the 
reports  from  which  sounded  like  pop^^^ 
when  compared  with  the  thunder  of  the  rebel 
artillery.  Of  course  all  these  movements  occu- 
pied time,  and  about  four  o'clock  Qeneral  Hob- 
son was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  to 
assume  command  of  all  the  troops,  and  wifli- 
draw  them  from  the  field,  our  ammunition  bein£ 
exhausted,  the  men  without  rations,  and  exposed 
to  almost  certain  capture.  When  the  facto  be- 
came known  to  the  troops  that  the  command 
had  been  turned  over  to  Hobson,  tiiere  were 
outbursts  of  jov  and  many  demonstrationB  of 
confidence ;  and  during  our  entire  subsequent 
inarch  he  was  roceiveil  by  the  troops  with 
cheers  and  shouts  as  he  moved  back^tvd  and  I 
forward,  looking  after  their  safety  and  interesti 
(General  Hobson  ordered  fires  to  be  built  alon( 
the  lines,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  be  with 
drew  his  army  in  order  and  without  confusioi] 
He  immediately  sent  forward  two  regiments  ti 
take  possession  of,  and  hold  Laurel  ^^fjf 
prevent  a  fltmk  movement  by  the  rebels,  um 
army  marched  this  night  eighteen  miles,  anivini 
at  berran's  the  following  morning,  where  wd 
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foand  Oeoerals  Burbridge  and  McLean.  I  raost 
here  remark  that  had  the  rebels  been  permitted 
to  reach  the  gap  before  na,  the  entire  commaud 
vould  probably  have  been  captured,  generals 
tod  aH  General  Hobeon  personally  saperin- 
tended  the  crossing  of  the  troops  tiuroogh  the 
dttgerons  pass  of  Laurel  Gkip  that  night,  and 
VM  the  last  man  to  leave. 

During  our  retreat  the  troops  suffered  great 
Dri^ations,  substituting  paw-paws,  wild  grapes, 
ftc,  for  rations.  The  enemy  was  skirmishing  con- 
Btntly  with  our  rear,  in  which  Lieutenant-Col- 
ood  Mason,  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  was  killed. 
Generdl  Hobson  sent  detachments  forward  to 
\M  the  road  on  both  flanks,  to  prevent  the 
eaeDj  from  getdne  in  our  front,  ana  to  him  the 
entire  command  teels  indebted  for  bringing 
tbem  safely  back  to  Mount  Sterling. 

Before  closing,  I  may  mention  that  a  detach- 
Boit  of  the  First  Kentucky  cavalry  and  Third 
Kentacky  mounted  infanbry,  consisting  of  two 
bondred  men,  under  Major  Keene,  were  sent 
through  Pound  Gap,  to  make  a  diversion  in  our 
&Tar.  They  had  a  nght  with  Prentice  at  Glades- 
TiQe,  Ttivinia,  and  whipped  him,  scattering  the 
lebds  and  capturing  their  cannon.  I  am  unable 
to  give  any  account  of  further  movements  of 
Geoerals  Burbridge  and  McLean,  as  they  were 
Mt  with  the  troops  at  any  time  after  the  com- 
waad  was  assumed  by  Hobson.  But  I  have 
kanied  that  they  arrived  safely  in  Cincinnati 
ibiost  a  week  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
froops  in  Mount  Sterling.  I  have  endeavored 
to  be  brief  and  just,  and  if  any  have  not  been 
nentioned,  whose  bravery  deserved  it,  the  neg- 
kct  is  unintentioiml,  for  all.  deserved  great 
pnise.  Although  I  have  been  in  several  ezpe- 
aitioos  previous  to  this,  I  have  not  before 
foaght  under  either  of  the  three  Generals  of 
fltis  expedition,  and  can,  therefore,  honestly  dis- 
cbzm  any  of  that  preference  which  too  frequently 
kaiis  to  misrepresentations.  Public  comment 
alone  can  rectify  the  wrong  wherever  it  may  be. 

A  SOUTHERir  ACXXyUMT. 

For  the  truth  of  history,  it  is  proper  that  we 
diould  give  the  country  the  racts  connected 
vitfa  the  late  battle  fought  at  Saltville,  on  Sun- 
&y  tiie  Beoond  instant  We  have  the  facts, 
given  us  by  an  intelligent  and  reliable  friend, 
vko  was  present  and  witnessed  almost  the  en- 
toe  engagement 

it  was  the  purpose  of  the  «iemy,  under  Bur- 
jxidge,  to  take  the  salt-works  and  then  fc^rm  a 
IBBc^  with  Gillem,  and  destroy  the  lead  and 
veo-workB,  and  then  by  rapid'movements,  form 
ajiDction  with  Sheridan,  at  or  near  Lynch buig. 
tie  success  of  these  plans  would  have  toM 
kavfly  on  our  cause  and  on  our  country ;  but, 
tbaaks  to  the  skill  and  valor  of  our  officers  and 
Mo,  these  schemes,  so  cunningly  devised,  and 
M  extensively  planned,  have  failed ;  the  enemy 
vilh  a  large  force,  has  been  whipped,  and  his 
iiofganixM  and  scattered  ranks  driven  from 


Colonel  H.  L.  Giltner,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
cavalry,  met  the  enemy,  and  for  three  days  and 
nights  contested,  with  great  energy,  his  ad- 
vance ;  but  his  superior  strength  finally  pressed 
the  gallant  Giltner  and  his  men  back  on  the 
salt-works.  We  had,  by  ihis  time,  collected  a 
little  less  than  seven  hundred  reserves,  uid  a 
number  of  pieces  of  artillery.  Colonel  Tritx, 
of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  had  volunteered  his 
services*  and  was  actively  engaged  in  disposine 
of  the  forces,  when  Bngadier-General  A.  K 
Jackson  arrived. 

The  enemy  were  now  in  our  front  in  full 
force,  with  eleven  regiments  and  eight  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  contest  seemed  almost  hope- 
less, yet  surrender  would  have  been  disgrace- 
ful. 

All  the  ammunition  belonging  to  the  six- 
pound  guns,  and  much  of  that  belonging  to  the 
small  arms  had  been  sent  back  the  evening  be- 
fore, nine  miles  distant,  to  Glade  Springs.  It 
seemed  almost  madness  to  yield,  and  yet 
destruction  to  contend.  This  was  early  in  the 
morning,  before  ten  o'clock.  Just  then,  Bri^ 
dier-Greneral  John  S.  Williams,  with  his  magnifi- 
cent division,  composed  of  three  brigades, 
arrived.  A  new  feeling  and  spirit  at  once 
came  over  the  face  of  atmirs.  He  promptly  as- 
sumed command  of  all  the  troops  present,  and 
made  his  dispositions.  The  First  Kentucky. 
Colonel  Griffith ;  Tenth  Kentucky,  Colonel 
Trimble;  Fourth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Giltner; 
two  battalions  of  reserves,  Brigadier-General 
Robertson's  brigade,  Colonel  Debrill's  brigade, 
and  Colonel  Breckinridge's  Ninih  Kentucky 
cavalry,  constituted  our  Line  of  battle,  extend- 
ing from  left  to  right  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  mentioned.  We  had  also  a  number  of 
artillery,  well  posted  in  the  redoubts,  so  as  to 
command  the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  These 
were  well  served— «11  of  them.  The  fight  was 
severe  along  our  whole  Hue,  but  the  severest 
and  roost  destructive  was  on  our  right  Colo- 
nel Debrill's  brigade  mowed  down  the  advanc- 
ing hosts  of  the  enemy  with  terrible  slaughter. 
All  our  troops  behaved  most  admirably.  The 
reserves  acted  well  their  part,  and  deserve  all 
praise ;  but  the  heaviest  and  severest  portion 
of  the  fighting  was  done  by  (General  Williams* 
division,  and  by  Giltner's  brigade. 

It  is  to  Colonel  Giltner,  who  held  the  enemy 
in  check,  and  kept  him  back  from  the  salt-worl^ 
for  a  period  so  long,  and  to  General  Williams, 
who  placed  the  troops  and  did  the  fighting  on 
the  day  of  the  battle  at  Saltville,  on  the  second 
instant,  that  the  credit  is  due  for  saving  the 
salt-works,  and,  incidentally,  the  country.  It  is 
to  him,  and  the  valor  of  the  troops  under  him— 
Brigadier-General  John  S.  Wilhams — ^that  the 
credit  of  this  glorious  and  important  victory  is 
due. 

There  was  not  a  General  present  ranking  him, 
or  one  who  assumed  the  responsibUity  ^  that 
important  engagement,  until  the  last  gun  was 
fired.  And  yet,  strange  to  say,  from  tiie  pub* 
lished  accounto,  made  by  telegraph  and  other* 
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^wiM,  no  one  would  Boppose  that  this  gallant 
and  diatinguifthed  officer  was  even  present 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  verj  heavy— 4t 
could  not  have  been  less  than  seven  hundred  or 
eight  hundred  in  killed  wounded  and  miasing. 
They  left  dead  on  the  field  one  hundred  and 
four  white  and  one  hundred  and  fiftv-five  negro 
soldiers,  who  were  buried  the  next  dav  after  the 
battle.  The  number  of  wounded  and  captured 
was  much  larger  stilL 

The  loss  on  our  side  is  comparatively  small, 
less  than  one  hundred  ii^  number,  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  those  who  fell  gloriously 
discharging  their  duty  was  Colonel  Trimble, 
Tenth  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  Lieutenant 
Crutchiieid  of  the  same  regiment  Their  deeds 
of  valor  will  long  be  remembered  by  their 
countrymen.  

Doo.  54. 

THE  CAPTUBE  OF  FOBT  FISHEB. 

GENERAL  TEBRT'S  BEPOBT. 

HiADQUiurmB  UinnD  Stath  Fobob  oir\ 
FKDiaAL  Poorr,  N.  C,  Jaouaiy  96,  1866.     j 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foVi 
lowing  detailed  report  of  the  operations  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
occupation  of  Fort  Caswell,  and  the  other  works 
at  the  mouth  of  Gape  Fear  river. 

On  the  second  instant  I  received  from  the 
Lieutenant-General  in  person  orders  to  take 
command  of  the  troops  destined  for  Ihe  move- 
ment They  were  three  thousand  three  hundred 
picked  men  from  the  Second  division  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  under  Bri^ier- 
General  (now  Brevet  Major-Oeneral)  Adelbert 
Ames ;  the  same  number  from  the  Third  division 
of  the  Twentv-fifth  Army  Corps,  under  command 
of  Brigadier-(}eneral  Charles  J.  Paine ;  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  men  from  the  Second  brigade 
of  the  First  division  of  the  Twenty4burth  Army 
Corps,  under  Colonel  (now  Brevet  Brigadier- 
Genend)  J.  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hunpshire 
volunteers;  the  Sixteenth  New  York  inde- 
pendent batterv,  with  four  three-inch  guns,  and 
tight  battery  £,  Third  United  States  artillery, 
with  six  light  twelve-pounder  guns.  I  was  in- 
structed to  move  them  from  their  positions  in 
the  Hnes  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river 
to  Bermuda  landing,  in  time  to  commence  their 
embarkation  on  transport  vessels  at  sunrise  on 
the  fourth  instant 

In  obedience  to  these  orders,  the  movement 
commenced  at  noon  of  the  third  instant  The 
troops  arrived  at  the  landing  at  sunset  and 
there  bivouacked  for  the  night 

The  transports  did  not  arrive  as  soon  as  they 
were  expected.  The  first  of  them  made  its  ap- 
pearance late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fourtn. 
One  of  them,  ttie  Atlantic,  was  of  too  heavy 
draaght  to  come  up  the  James ;  Curtis'  brigade 
of  Ames*  division  was  therefore  placed  on 
river  steamboats  and  sent  down  the  river  to  be 
tnmslerred  to  her. 


The  embaikation  of  the  remaindBr  of  fteforoi 
commenced  at  sunset  of  the  fourthand  wis  oqb> 
pleted  at  noon  of  the  fifth  instant ;  eadi  veasel, 
as  soon  as  it  was  loaded,  was  sent  to  Fort  MoD' 
roe,  and  at  nine  o'dodc  r.  m.  of  the  filUi  tbi 
whole  fleet  was  collected  in  Hamptoa  Boada 
The  troops  were  all  in  heavr  BDarohing  ocd» 
with  four  days'  rations  from  the  mormog  of  tbi 
fourth  in  their  haversacks^  and  forty  roonds  ol 
ammunition  in  their  boxes.  No  hones,  wsgoo^ 
or  ambulances  were  taken ;  the  caissooB  of  thi 
artillery  were  left  behind,  but  in  addition  to  tfac 
ammunition  in  the  limber-cheats,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rounds  per  gun,  in  packing  boxes,  wen 
embarked. 

I  went  down  the  river  personally  withtlM 
LieutenantpQeneral,  and  on  the  way  receiyed 
from  him  additional  instructions,  aiid  the  ii^ 
formation  that  orders  had  been  given  for  the 
embarkation  of  a  siege  train,  to  consist  of  tweota 
thirty-pounder  PU'rott  guns,  four  one  himdre(( 
pounder  Parrotts,  and  twenty  Cohom  mortvi 
with  a  detail  of  artiflerists  and  a  oompaiij  d 
engineers,  so  that  in  case  siege  operations  mM 
become  necessarv  the  men  and  material  fx  il 
might  be  at  hand. 

These  troops,  under  ilie  command  of  Brerd 
Br^;adier-General  H.  L.  Abbott,  were  to  foOoi 
me  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  await  otden 
It  was  not  until  this  time  that  I  was  informed 
that  Fort  Fisher  was  the  poin^  against  nidxA 
we  were  to  operate. 

During  the  evening  of  the  fifth  orders  wert 
given  for  the  transports  to  {n-oceed  toseaii 
four  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  aooompany 
inff  these  orders  were  sealed  letters,  to  be  opened 
when  off  Ckpe  Henry,  directing  them  to  reodei 
vous,  in  case  of  separation  from  the  flag-ship,  aj 
a  point  twenty-five  miles  off  Beaufcui,  Nortl 
Carolina. 

The  vessels  sailed  at  the  appointed  hosr 
During  the  sixth  instant  a  severe  storm  arose 
whidi  so  much  impeded  our  progress  that  it  wai 
not  until  the  mormng  of  the  eighth  that  my  owi 
vessel  arrived  at  the  rendeavous ;  all  the  odMfl 
excepting  the  flag-ship  of  Greneral  Paine  wen 
Btin  behind.  Leaving  Brigadier-General  Pa» 
to  assemble  the  other  vessels  as  theyahooU 
arrive,  I  went  into  Beaufort  harbOT  to  oomnrani 
cate  with  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  oommandfaj 
the  North  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  wffl 
whose  fleet  ih»  fbroes  under  n^  oomnand  wen 
destined  to  co-operate. 

During  the  eighth  nearly  all  the  ▼easek  v 
rived  at  tibe  rendesvous ;  some  of  them  reqdrw 
repairs  to  tiieir  hulls,  damaged  bT  the  gale ;  sooi 
repairs  to  thehr  maddnery ;  oners  needed  ooi 
or  water.  These  vesseb  were  breogbt  into  ^, 
Wbor  or  to  the  outer  anchorage,  where  tibcD 
wants  were  supi^ed ;  all  the  oUiers  rensios^ 
untU  the  final  safling  of  the  wmedltion,  son 
twenty  to  twenty-ftve  miles  off  ttie  knd.  Ai 
weatlker  continued  so  un&vorahle  as  to  w" 
no  prospect  thai  we  woukl  be  able  to  nntoj 
landing  on  the  open  beach  of  Federal  Point «» 
Wednesday,  the  11th.    On  tiiat  d^  I^Uh 
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JPocter  proposed  to  start,  bat  at  high  vater 
Aoe  was  stUlso  much  Aorf  on  fiie  bar  that  the 
iPOD^ds  and  other  vessels  of  heavy  draught 
oo«ld  not  be  gotten  over  it ;  our  departure  was 
ftcrefore  delayed  till  the  next  day. 

On  tfie  momiog  tide  of  the  twelfth  the  vesseb 
ll  iSbB  harbor  paraed  out,  and  the  whole  fleet  of 
isval  vessels  and  transports  got  under  way  for 
All  place.  As  we  were  leaving,  the  vessels 
ooBtaining  General  Abbott's  command  came  in 
light ;  oraers  were  sent  to  them  to  follow  us. 

I^e  did  not  arrive  off  Federal  Point  until 
nearly  n]g:ht-£all ;  consequently,  and  in  accordance 
wifli  the  decision  of  the  Admiral,  the  disem- 
liarkation  of  the  troops  was  not  commenced 
latil  the  next  momii^.  Our  subsequent  ex- 
perienoe  fully  justified  Sie  delay ;  it  would  have 
been  extreme^  dilQcult  to  land  the  men  at 
ngbt 

At  four  o'clock  a.  x.  of  the  thirteenth,  the 
faih(H«  division  of  naval  vessels  stood  in  dose 
to  tiie  beach  to  cover  the  landing.  The  trans- 
ports followed  th^m,  and  took  positions  as 
BMrly  as  possible  in  a  line  parallel  to  and  about 
two  hundred  yards  outside  of  them.  The  iron- 
dads  moved  down  to  within  range  of  the  fort 
lod  opened  fire  upon  it.  Another  division  was 
piaced  to  the  northward  of  the  landing-place, 
8i»  as  to  protect  our  men  ^om  any  attack  from 
the  direction  of  Masonboro  Inlet,  At  eight 
o'clock  nearly  two  hundred  boats,  beside  steam- 
togs,  were  sent  from  the  navy  to  the  transports, 
m  tiie  disembarkation  of  men,  provisions, 
tools,  and  ammunition  simultaneously  com- 
menced. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  x.  nearly  eight  thousand 
nen^  with  ^ee  days'  rations  in  their  haver- 
mt^  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  their 
boxes,  six  days*  supply  of  hard  bread  in  bulk, 
three  hundred  thousand  additional  rounds  of 
■saU^rm  ammunition,  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  hUrendiing  tools,  had  been  safely  landed.  The 
ittrf  on  the  l^ach  was  still  quite  high,  notwitb- 
i(tti£ng  that  the  weather  had  become  very 
iletsant ;  and  owing  to  it  some  of  the  men  had 
ifceir  ratioD8  and  ammunition  ruined  by  water ; 
with  tiiis  exoeptiony  no  accident  of  any  kind 
ooeuiied. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  had  commenced  landing 
fkkets  were  thrown  out;  they  immediately 
^countered  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  shots 
Were  exchanged  wilh  them,  but  no  serious  en- 
gagement occurred.  A  few  prisoners  were 
t£ii,  from  whom  I  learned  that  Hoke's  rebel 
tntOD,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  sent 
ftrfter  South,  was  still  here,  and  that  it  was  his 
(H^osts  which  we  were  meetine. 

Tbe  firsi  objeot  which  I  had  in  view  after 
hadiqgwaa  to  throw  a  strong  defensive  line 
across  die  peninsula  firom  the  Gape  Fear  river 
fk  the  sea,  facing  Wilmington,  so  as  to  protect 
terear  from  attack  while  we  should  be  engaged 
il  operating  against  Fisher.  Our  maps  indi- 
«M  tbat  a  good  position  for  such  a  line  would 
Is  found  a  short  distance  above  the  head  of 
Itjtib  Soundy  which  is  along,  shallow  piece  of 


water  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand-spit 
of  about  one  hundred  yards  in  width,  and  com- 
municates with  it  by  Masonboro  Inlet 

It  was  supposed  that  the  right  flank  of  a  line 
at  that  point  would  be  protected  by  the  sound, 
and,  being  above  its  head,  that  we  should  by  it 
control  the  beach  as  finr  up  as  the  inlet,  and 
thus,  in  case  of  need,  be  able  to  laud  supplies 
in  quiet  water  there.  Our  landing  plaoe  was 
selected  with  reference  to  this  idea.  An  exam- 
ination made  after  we  landed  showed  that  the 
sound  for  a  long  distance  above  its  head  was  so 
shallow  as  to  offer  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of 
troops  at  low  tide,  and  as  the  further  down  the 
peninsula  we  should  go  the  shorter  would  l>e 
our  line  across  it,  it  was  determined  to  take  up 
a  position  where  the  maps  showed  a  large  pond 
occupying  nearly  one  third  of  the  width  oi  the 
peninsula  at  about  three  miles  from  the  fort. 
Shortly  before  five  o'clock,  leaving  Abbotf s  bri- 
^de  to  cover  our  stores,  the  troops  were  put 
m  motion  for  the  last-named  point  On  arriving 
at  it,  the  "  pond  "  was  found  to  be  a  sand-fla^ 
sometimes  covered  with  water,  giving  no  as8i8l>- 
ance  to  the  defence  of  a  line  established  behind 
it  Nevertheless,  it  was  determined  to  ^eta 
line  across  at  this  place,  and  Faine's  division, 
followed  by  two  of  Ames'  brigades,  made  their 
way  through.  The  night  was  verv  dark,  much 
of  the  ground  was  a  marsh,  and  illy  adapted  to' 
the  ooiistruG^ion  of  works,  and  the  distance  was 
found  to  be  too  great  to  be  properly  defended 
by  the  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  the 
direct  attack  upon  the  fort  It  was  not  imtil 
nine  o'clock  p.  m.  that  Paine  suoceded  in  reach- 
ing the  river. 

The  ground  still  nearer  the  fort  was  then 
reconnoitred  and  found  to  be  much  better 
adapted  to  our  purposes;  accordingly,  the 
troops  were  withdrawn  from  their  last  position, 
and  established  on  a  line  about  two  mues  from 
the  work.  They  reached  this  final  position  at 
two  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  fourteenth  instant 
Tools  were  immediately  brought  up  and  in- 
trenchments  were  commenced.  At  eight 
o'clock  a  good  breastwork,  reaching  from  the 
river  to  the  sea,  and  partially  covered  by  abat- 
tis,  had  been  constructed  and  was  in  a  defensi- 
ble condition.  It  was  much  improved  after- 
ward, but  from  this  time  our  foothold  on  the 
peninsula  was  seeured. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  the 
landing  of  the  artOlery  was  commenced,  and  by 
sunset  all  the  light  guns  were  gotten  on  shore. 
During  the  following  night  they  were  placed  on 
the  line,  most  of  them  near  the  river,  where  the 
enemy,  in  case  he  should  attack  us,  would  bo 
least  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  gunboats. 

Gurtis'  brigade  of  Ames*  division  was  moved  n^ 
down  towara  Fisher  during  the  morning,  and  at 
noon  his  skirmishers,  after  capturing  on  their 
way  a  small  steamer  which  haa  oome  down  the 
river  with  shdls  and  forage  for  the  garrison  of 
the  fort,  reaohed  a  small  unfinished  outwork  in 
front  oi  the  west  end  of  the  land^ront  of  the 
work. 
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General  Curtis,  Lientenant^Colonel  (now  Bre- 
vet Brigadier-General)  Gomstock,  toe  chief 
engineer  of  the  expedition,  and  myself,  under 
the  protection  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  made  a 
carefol  reconnoissanoe  of  the  work,  getting 
within  six  hundred  yards  of  it  The  report  of 
General  Gomstock,  which,  with  its  accompanying 
map,  is  appended  hereto,  g^ves  a  fuU  descrip- 
tion of  it  and  its  condition  at  that  time. 

As  the  result  of  this  reconnoissanoe,  and  in 
view  of  the  extreme  difficulty  which  might  be 
expected  in  landing  supplies  and  the  material 
for  a  siege  on  the  open  and  often  tempestuous 
beach,  it  was  decided  to  attempt  an  assault  Ihe 
next  day,  provided  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
fire  of  tibe  navy  should  so  far  destroy  the  pali- 
sades as  to  make  one  practicable. 

This  decision  was  communicated  to  Admiral 
Porter,  who  at  once  placed  a  division  of  his 
vessels  in  a  position  to  accomplish  this  last- 
named  object  It  was  arranged  in  consultation 
with  him  that  a  heavy  bombardment  from  all 
the  vessels  should  commence  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  continue  up  to  the  moment  of  the 
assault,  and  that  even  then  it  should  not  cease, 
but  should  be  diverted  from  the  points  of 
attack  to  other  parts  of  the  work. 

It  was  decidea  that  the  assault  should  be  made 
at  three  o'clock  p.  x.;  that  the  army  should 
attack  on  the  western  half  of  the  land-face,  and 
that  a  column  of  sailors  and  marines  should  as- 
sault at  the  north-east  bastion. 

The  fire  of  the  navy  continued  during  the 
night  At  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  the  fift^uth, 
all  of  the  vessels,  except  a  division  left  to  aid  in 
the  deftnce  of  our  northern  line,  moved  into 
position,  and  a  fire,  magnificent  alike  for  its 
power  and  accuracy,  was  opened. 

Ames'  division  had  been  selected  for  the  as- 
sault Paine  was  placed  in  command  of  Ihe 
defensive  line,  having  with  him  Abbott's 
brigade  in  addition  to  his  own  division.  Ames' 
first  brigade — Curtis' — ^was  already  at  the  out- 
work above-mentioned,  and  in  trenches  close 
around  it ;  his  other  two  brigades,  Pennypack- 
er's  and  Bell's,  were  moved  at  noon  to  within 
supporting  distance  of  him.    At  two  o'clock 

§  reparations  for  the  assault  were  commenced, 
ixty  sharpshooters  from  the  Thirteenth  Indi- 
ana volunteers,  armed  with  the  Spencer  repeat- 
ing carbine,  and  forty  others,  volunteers  from 
Curtis'  brigade,  the  whole  under  command  of 
Lieutenant^lonel  Lent,  of  the  Thirteenth  In- 
diana, were  thrown  forward  at  a  run  to  within 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  vards  of  the  work. 
Thej  were  provided  with  shovels,  and  soon 
dug  pits  for  shelter,  and  commenced  firing  at 
the  parapet 

As  soon  as  this  movement  commenced  the 
parapet  of  the  fort  was  manned  and  the  enemy's 
fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  opened. 

As  soon  as  the  sharpshooters  were  in  posi- 
tion, Curtis'  brigade  was  moved  forward  by 
regiment,  at  the  double-quick,  into  line  at  about 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  from  the 
work.    The  men  therr  laid  down.    This  was 


accomplished  under  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery,  from  which,  however,  they  soon 
sheltered  themselves  by  digging  shillow 
trenches. 

When  Curtis  moved  from  the  outwork,  Pen- 
nypacker  was  brought  up  to  it,  and  Bell  wu 
brought  into  line  two  hundred  yards  in  his  rear. 
Findmg  that  a  good  cover  for  dnrtis'  men  could 
be  found  on  the  reverse  slope  of  a  crest,  fifty 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  snarpshooierB,  they 
were  again  moved  forward,  one  regiment  at  a 
time,  and  again  covered  themselves  in  trenches. 
Pennypacker  followed  Cnrtis,  and  occupied  the 
grouna  vacated  by  him,  and  Bell  was  brooght 
up  to  the  outwork. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  blow  up  and  cat 
down  the  paliBaaes ;  bags  of  powder,  with  fnses 
attached,  had  been  prepared,  and  a  party  of 
volunteer  axemen  ori^Buiized ;  but  the  fire  of  ^ 
navy  had  been  so  effective  during  the  preced- 
ing night  and  morning  that  it  was  tiiought 
unnecessary  to  use  the  powder.  The  axemen, 
however,  were  sent  in  with  the  leading  brigade, 
and  did  good  service  by  making  openings  in 
portions  of  the  palisading  which  the  fire  of  the 
navy  had  not  been  able  to  reach. 

At  three  twenty-five  p.  x.  all  the  preparations 
were  completed,  tiie  order  to  move  forward  was 
given  to  Ames,  and  a  concerted  signal  was 
made  to  Admiral  Porter  to  change  the  direction 
of  his  fire. 

Curtis'  brigade  at  once  sprung  frt)m  their'' 
trenches  and  dashed  forwara  inline ;  its  left 
was  exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading  fire,  and  it 
obliqued  to  the  right  so  as  to  envekip  the  left  of 
the  land-front ;  the  ground  over  which  it  moved 
was  marshy  and  difficult,  but  it  soon  reached 
the  palisades,  passed  through  them,  and  elect- 
ed a  lodgement  on  the  parapet  At  ihe  same 
time  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines,  under 
Fleet-Captain  E.  R.  Breese,  advanced  up  the 
beach  in  the  most  gallant  manner  and  attacked 
the  north-east  bastion ;  but,  exposed  to  a  ma^ 
derous  fire,  they  were  unable  to  get  up  the 
parapet  After  a  severe  stri^gle  and  a  hesTy 
loss  of  valuable  officers  and  men,  it  became 
apparent  that  nothing  could  be  effected  at  that 
pomt  and  they  were  withdrawn.  When  Gortis 
moved  forward,  Ames  directed  Pennypacker  to 
move  up  to  the  rear  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  > 
brought  Bell  up  to  Pennypaoker's  last  positioa, 
and  as  soon  as  Curtis  got  a  foothold  on  the  pa- 
rapet sent  Pennypacker  in  to  his  support  He 
advanced,  overlapping  Curtis'  ri^t,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  heavy  palisaaine,  wbidi 
extended  from  the  west  end  of  tiie  hnd-fiftoe 
to  the  river,  capturing  a  considerable  number 
of  prisoners;  then  pushing  forward  to  their 
left,  the  two  brigades  togetiier  drove  the 
enemy  fhxn  about  one  quarter  of  the  fauuMaoe. 
Ames  then  brought  up  Bell's  brigade,  and  moved^ 
it  between  the  work  and  the  river.  On  this  side 
there  was  no  r^ular  parapet,  but  there  was 
abundance  of  cover  afibrded  to  ih»  enemy  by 
cavities  from  which  sand  had  been  taken  for 
the  parapet,  the  ruins  of  barracks  and  store- 
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hooMSy  the  krge  magazine,  and  hj  trayerses, 
behind  which  fhey  stubboroly  resisted  our  ad- 
▼aooe.  Haod-to-iuuid  fighting  of  the  most  des- 
perate character  ensaed,  the  huge  traverses  of 
the  kDd-&ce  being  used  snccessivelj  by  the 
eoemy  as  breastworks,  over  the  tops  of  which 
the  oontending  parties  fired  in  each  other's  isuces. 
Nine  of  these  were  carried  one  after  the  other 
hjoormen. 

When  Bell's  brigade  was  ordered  into  action 
I  foresaw  that  more  troops  would  probably  be 
needed,  and  sent  an  order  for  Abbott's  brigade 
to  move  down  from  the  north  line,  at  the  same 
time  requesting  Captain  Breese  to  replace  them 
wiUi  his  sailors  and  marines.    I  also  directed 
Qeoeral  Paine  to  send  me  one  of  the  strongest 
regiments  of  his  own  division ;  these  troops  ar- 
rived at  dusk  and  reported  to  General  Ames. 
At  axL  o*clock  Abbott  s  brigade  went  into  the 
fort;  the  r^ment  from  Paine's  division — the 
Twenty-seventh  United  States  colored  troops, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  A.  M.  Blackman  com- 
manding— ^was  bronght  up  to  the  rear  of  the 
work,  where  it  remained  under  fire  for  some 
time,  and  was  then  withdrawn.    U  ntil  six  o'clock 
the  fire  of  the  navy  continued  upon  that  por- 
tion of  tile  work  not  occupied  by  us ;  after  that 
time  it  was  directed  on  the  braioh,  to  prevent 
the  coming  up  of  reinforcements,  which  it  was 
thought  might  possibly  be  thrown  over  from 
the  r^ht  bank  oi  the  nver  to  Battery  Buchan- 
an.   The  fighting  for  the  traverses  continued 
tin  nearly  nine  o  clock^  two  more  of  them  being 
carried;  then  a  portion  of  Abbott's  brigade 
drove  tiie  enemy  from  their   last   remaining 
•tronfi;faoldsy  and  the  occupation  of  the  work  was 
completed. 

Tne  same  bri^de,  with  General  Blackman's 
regiment,  were  mimediately  pushed  down  the 
Point  to  Battery  Buchanan,  whither  many  of  the 
garrison  had  fled.  On  reaching  ihe  battery  all 
of  the  enemy  who  had  not  been  previously  cap- 
tared  were  made  prisoners.  Among  them  were 
Major-General  Whiting,  and  Colonel  Lamb,  the 
commandant  of  the  fort 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Hoke  ad- 
vanced against  our  north  line,  ^parently  with 
the  design  of  attacking  it ;  but  if  such  was  his 
intention  he  abandoned  it  after  a  skirmish  with 
oar  pickets.  • 

Daring  Uie  day  Brevet  Brigadier-General  H. 
L  Abbott,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was  busily  engaged 
in  landing  artillery  and  ammunition,  so  uat 
If  the  ttSBanlt  &iled,  siege  operations  might  at 
Duoe  be  commenced. 

Consequent  to  the  fall  of  Fisher,  the  enemy, 
loring  the  nights  of  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth^ blew  m>  Fort  Caswell,  and  abandoned 
both  rt  aad  their  very  extensive  works  on 
kudi's  isbnd,  at  Smithville  uid  Reeve's  Ppint, 
Ehos  nlacii^  in  our  hands  all  the  works  erected 
!o  derend  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river. 

In  aU  the  works  were  found  one  hundred  and 
lixtv-nine  pieces  of  artillery,  nearly  all  of  which 
ire  haarj ;  over  two  thousand  stands  of 


arms;  considerable  quantities  of  commissary 
stores,  and  fuU  supplies  of  ammunition.  Our 
prisoners  numbered  one  hundred  and  twelve 
commissioned  officers  and  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-one  enlisted  men. 

I  have  no  words  to  do  justice  to  the  behavior 
of  both  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion ;  all 
that  men  could  do  they  did.  Better  soldiers 
never  fought    Of  General  Ames  I  have  already 

SK>ken  in  a  letter  recommending  his  promotion, 
e  conmianded  all  the  troops  engaged,  and  was 
constantly  under  fire.  His  great  coolness,  good 
judgment,  and  skDl  were  never  more  conspicu- 
ous than  on  this  assault.  Brigadier-€reneral 
Curtis  and  Colonels  Pennypacker,  Bell  and  Ab- 
bott— the  brieade  commanders — led  them  with 
the  utmost  gaUantry.  Curtis  was  wounded,  after 
fighting  in  the  front  rank,  rifle  in  hand ;  Penny- 

§  acker,  while  carrying  the  standard  of  one  of 
le  regiments,  the  first  man  in  a  charge  over 
the  traverse.  Bell  was  mortally  wounded  near 
the  palisades. 

Brigadier-€reneral  Paine  deserves  high  praise 
for  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  hun  m  con- 
structing our  defensive  line,  a  work  absolutely 
essential  to  our  success. 

Brevet  Brigadier-Cteneral  Blackman  deserves 
mention  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he 
brought  his  regiment  up  to  the  work,  and  after- 
ward followed  up  the  retreating  eneniy. 

To  Brevet  Brigadier-General  C.  B.  Comstocli^ 
aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Lieutenant^Gen- 
eral,  I  am  under  the  deepest  obligations.  At 
every  step  of  our  progress  I  received  from  him 
the  most  valuable  assistance.  For  the  final  suc- 
cess of  our  part  of  the  operations  the  country  is 
more  indebted  to  him  than  to  me. 

Colonel  (George  S.  Dodge,  Chief  Quartermas- 
ter of  the  Army  of  the  James,  accompanied  me 
as  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  forces  under  my 
command.  His  able  and  energetic  performance 
of  his  multifarious  duties  was  aU  that  could  be 
wished  for,  and  reflected  the  highest  honor  upon 
him. 

Surgeon  Norman  S.  Barnes,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, Medical  Director,  and  Surgeon  A.  J.  H. 
Buzzell,  Third  New  Hampshire  volunteers, 
Afedical  Inspector  of  the  expedition,  discharged 
their  laborious  duties  on  the  field  and  in  the 
hospital  in  a  manner  most  creditable  to  their 
abihty  and  humanity.,  I  desire  to  express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  services  of  these  of- 
ficers. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  supplemen- 
tal report  in  reference  to  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  who  distinguished  them- 
selves on  the  occasion. 

I  should  signally  &il  to  do  my  duty  were  I  to 
omit  to  speak  in  terms  of  the  highest  admira- 
tion of  the  part  borne  by  the  navy  in  our  oper- 
ations. In  aU  ramks,  from  Admiral  Porter  to  his 
seamen,  there  was  the  utmost  desire  not  only  to 
do  their  proper  work,  but  to  facilitate  in  every 
possible  manner  the  operations  of  the  land 
forces.    To  him  and  to  me  untiring  efforts  of 
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bifl  officers  and  men  are  we  indebted  Ibat  onr 
men,  stores,  tools,  atnd  ammtmition  were  safelj 
and  expeditioiislj  landed,  and  tiiat  onr  wonnded 
and  prisoners  were  embarked  for  transportation 
to  the  North ;  to  tiie  gpreat  accuracy  and  power 
of  their  fire  it  is  owing  tiiat  we  had  not  to  con- 
front a  formidable  artiHery  in  the  assault ;  and 
that  we  were  able,  with  but  little  loss  to  push 
forward  the  men,  preparatory  to  it,  to  a  point 
nearlj  as  favorable  for  it  as  the  one  they  would 
have  occupied  had  siege  operations  been  undep- 
taken  and  the  work  systematically  approached. 
The  assault  of  the  sailors  and  marines,  although 
it  failed,  tmdoubtedly  contributed  somewhat  to 
our  success,  and  certainly  nothing  could  sur- 

C9  the  perfect  skill  with  which  the  fleet  was 
died  by  its  commander.  Every  request 
which  I  made  to  Admiral  Porter  was  most  cheer- 
fully complied  with,  and  the  utmost  harmony 
has  ezist^  between  us  from  the  outset  to  the 
present  time. 
I  forward  here'^th  General  Ames'  report 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Greneral,  very  respect- 
fuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

Airbed  H.  Tebry, 

Brigadier-General  J.  A.  IUwuks, 

Cbkf  of  staff,  GU7  Foiat,  VirgtaU. 

BBIQADIER-GENERAL  ODlfffTOCK'S  BSPOBT. 
Hbax>qui] 


■8  UnnD  SKAnB FoaoB,  Fow  FUna,! 
Nom  Gabouha,  Juiuary  ^,  1806.    f 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing^ report  of  engineer  operations  in  connection 
with  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  together  with 
a  sketch  of  that  work  and  another  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  vicinity.  Fort  Fisher  is  situated  on 
the  peninsula  between  the  Gape  Fear  river  and 
tiie  Atlantic  ocean,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
north-east  of  Federal  Point  For  Ave  miles  north 
of  Federal  Point  this  peninsula  is  sandy  and  low, 
not  rising  more  than  fifteen  feet  above  high  tide, 
tiie  interior  abounding  in  fresh-water  swamps, 
often  wooded  and  almost  impassable,  wlule 
much  of  the  dry  land,  till  one  gets  within  lialf  a 
mile  of  Fort  Fisher,  is  covered  with  wood  or  low 
undergrowth,  except  a  strip  about  tluree  hun- 
dred vards  wide  along  the  searshore.  The  land- 
ing of  the  troops  composing  the  expedition  was 
effected  on  the  sea-beach  about  five  miles  north 
of  Fort  Fisher,  on  January  twelve,  and  Paine's 
division  was  at  once  pushed  across  to  Gape 
Fear  river,  with  instructions  to  take  up  a  line  to 
be  held  against  any  attack  from  the  direction  of 
Wilmington.  This  line,  on  the  morning  of  Janu- 
ary thirteen,  was  already  defensible,  and  was 
further  strengthened  during  the  day,while  on  the 
fourteenth  a  second  line  was  laid  out  and  begun 
under  charge  <^  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Price,  in  rear 
of  ito  left  Pioneer  companies  were  organized 
in  Ames'  and  P^e's  divisions,  and,  as  during 
the  fourteenth  the  fire  of  the  rebel  gunboat 
Qiickamauga  killed  and  wounded  a  numbw  of 
our  men,  lieutenant  O^eeffe,  with  his  company 
of  the  Fifteenth  regiment  New  Tork  volunteer 
engineers,  was  directed  to  build  a  battery  for 


two  thkiv-pounder  Panrotte  en  Ike  bank  of  fti 
river,  to  keep  her  offl 

On  liie  afternoon  of  Januaiy  foorifls&Art  le- 
connoissance  was  pushed  under  thedaectkm  of 
the  Maior-G«neral  commanding  to  witMa  fin 
hundred  ^ards  of  Fort  Fisher,  a  sbmII  advneed 
work  being  taken  possession  ot  This  wis  it 
once  turned  into  a  defensive  Kne,  to  be  held 
against  any  attempt  from  Fort  F^her.  The  »• 
connoissance  showed  that  the  palisading  in  frnot 
of  the  work  had  been  seriously  injitfed  bj  the 
navy  fire ;  only  nine  guns  could  be  seen  oofiw 
land-front  where  sixteen  had  been  counted  on 
Christmas  day ;  the  steady,  though  notni|iid  fire 
of  the  navy  prevented  the  eoemyfrcm  jm^ 
eitiier  artillery  or  musketry  on  the  reoonnoitraig 
party ;  it  seemed  probable  that  troops  could  be 
got  within  two  hundred  yards  of  tiie  wotk 
without  serious  loss,  and  it  was  a  matter  d 
great  doubt  whether  the  necessary  ammanitkn 
could  be  supplied  by  ^e  open  beadi,  if  regnk 
approaches  were  determined  on.  It  was  d»> 
ciaed  to  assault,  and  tiie  assaidt  was  made  oi 
the  fifieenth,at  three  and  a  half  p.  m., after  tliree 
hours'  of  heavy  navy  fire,  by  three  dqJloyed 
brigades,  following  one  anothtf  at  intervak  of 
ab^t  three  hundred  yards,  and  each  ntakiK  its 
final  rush  for  the  west  end  of  the  knd&a, 
from  a  rough  rifle^it  about  three  hundred  yudi 
from  the  work. 

At  the  point  attacked  the  palisading  was  Im 
ifljured  than  elsewhere,  it  being  partially  hid* 
den,  and  it  vras  necessary  to  use  axes  to  eattnd 
timbers  to  battw  it  down,  in  order  <hat  tfaa 
troops  might  pass  rapidly  through  it  Pbwd«^ 
sacks,  for  blowing  Uiese  palisades  down  hid 
been  prepared,  but  were  not  used. 

After  seven  hours'  fighting,  gaining  tramse 
by  traverse,  the  work  was  won. 

Fort  Fisher  consists  of  two  fronts—^  fint 
or  land-front,  running  across  tiie  peniasab  it 
this  point,  seven  hunidred  yards  wide,  is  fotf 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  in  length,  whila  tbi 
second  or  sea-front  runs  frbm  the  right  of  thi 
first  parallel  to  the  beach  to  the  mound  battel 
a  distance  of  thirteen  hundred  yards.  Hm  bsd- 
frt)nt  is  intended  to  resist  any  attack  from  tite 
north,  the  sea-front  to  prevent  anv  of  our  naTiI 
vessels  from  running  through  New  &det  or 
landing  troops  oosFederal  Point 

1.  Land-Front — ^This  front  consists  of  i 
half  bastion  on  the  left  or  Gape  Fear  river  aid^ 
connected  by  a  curtain  with  a  basticm  on  ttii 
ocean  side.  The  pan^t  is  twentj-A^^  M 
thick,  avera^  twenty  feet  in  hcocht  ^i^ 
traverses  rising  ten  feet  above  it,  and  nmokf 
back  on  their  tops,  which  were  from  ekfatta 
twelve  feet  in  thickness,  to  a  distance  of  frod 
thirty  to  forty  feet  frt)m  the  interior  crest  Tb0 
traverses  on  the  left  half  bastion  were  aboal 
twenty-five  feet  in  length  on  top. 

The  earth  fOT  this  heaver  parapet  and  tiie  e«f> 
mous  traverses  at  their  iniaer  en^morslhaa 
thirty  feet  in  height,  was  obtained  par^  fra> 
a  shallow  exterior  ditch,  but  mainly  froa  thi 
interior  of  the  w<»-k.    Between  each  pas  of 
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toiHMs  tkre  vae  one  or  two  gtms.  The 
fcif«Mf  OD  the  right  of  tiiie  front  were  onJj 
Mthl^  ooDiplfiAed.  A  palisade,  which  is  leop- 
bUiod halt  faanqiiette, nms  in  front  of  this 
littitadiftMioeofafooat  fifty  feet  in  front  of 
I  ii  foot  of  the  exterior  slope  from  &e  Oftpe 
iUvmr  te  the  ocean,  witii  a  position  for  a 
^on  lite  M  ^  the  front  and  the  river,  and 
jaodMr  between  die  right  of  tiie  front  and  the 
mn.  Through  t^  middle  traverse  on  the 
fctiii  VIS  a  bomb^oof  postern,  whose  exte- 
IvoMnii^  was  oorved  by  a  small  redan  for 
iio  leUfieceB,  to  give  flank  fire  alcuig  the 
Mn.  The  tcavenes  were  generally  &)mb^ 
sled  for  mes  or  magasines.  The  slopes  of 
vork  appeared  to  have  been  revetted  wiHi 
Bkaod^or  covered  with  grass,  and  to  have 
.aaiodioaCSon  of  forty-five  degrees,  or  a  lit- 
his.  Od  those  slopes  most  exposed  to  navy 
die  reretment  or  erasung  has  been  entirely 
and  Hie  indmation  reduced  to  thirty 

ends  <^  traverses  as  they  rise  above  the 

tiBo  voy  ragged.    Still  aU damage  done 

Mm  earthw(Nrk  omi  be  readily  repaired,  its 

beisg  about  the  same  as  before  the 

nent    The  damage  done  by  the  navy 

na,  trat  to  the  paHsades,  which  were  so 

'  aa  in  most  plaoes  to  be  little  obstacle  to 

troops;  second,  to  guns   and  car- 

sre  were  originally  oo  the,  front  twen- 

!ioe  gone  and  three  mortars.    Of  these  three 

N»  were  rendered  unserviceable  by  injuries 

i  cither  gm  or  carriage.     The  gon  in  the 

|kt  bastion,  the  field-pieces  in  frt>nt  of  the 

iton,  and  one  or  two  mortars,  were  need 

host  the  aasqniiting  troops. 

|M«e  was  a  formidaUe  system  of  torpedoes 

to  hindred  yards  in  advance  of  this  front,  the 

NMoei  being  about  eighty  feet  apart,  and 

pa  CQDtatoiqg  about  one  hundred  pounds  of 

»fe.  They  were  connected  with  the  fort 

Jhiee  aets  of  wires ;  fortunately  the  sets 

m  diroetly  to  those  over  which  the  army 

i  Baiy  eobunns  moved  had  been  cut  by 

■h  aud  no  torpedo  was  exploded. 

tSea-Front-— This  fix>nt  consists  of  a  series 

"tteries  mountipg  in  all  twenty-four  guns, 

t  difforont  batteries   being  connected  by  a 

^fifDiiajDtiy  panq[>et,  so  as  to  form  a  contin- 

•■  fee.   The  same  system  of  heavy  traverses 

Mm  pmteotion  of  tbe  guns  is  used  as  on  the 

pfront,  aad  these  traverses  are  also  gener- 

jrbomhMoofed. 

pp^N.  Adams,  Fourth  New  Hampshire 
TOWS,  and  first  Lieutenant  J.  a  Price, 
m  United  States  colored  troops,  oommand- 
UpioQeer  companies  of  Ames'  and  Paine's  di- 
nB,aiid  Firstl^ieutenant  K.  S.  O'Keefie,  com- 
Hiog  cempaoy  of  Fifteenth  New  York  volun- 
^  engineers,  have,  with  their  commandS|  been 
intt  aervioe  in  the  oonstf  notion  of  batteries 
■TOosive  works.  First  Lieutenant  A.  a 
MtoQ,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  volunteers, 
Inmred  Talnaldd  assistance  in  making 


sketches  of  Fort  Fisher ;  as  also  private  Schultz, 
Fifteenth  New  York  volunteer  engineers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  Ck>M8T0CK, 
UMtteBUit-ColOMlMid  Br«7e(  Biifa4ier-G«Deral, 
dUef  Engineer. 
Major  A.  Tebbt,  A.  A.  G. 

It  may  be  added  that  in  thirty  bomb-proofs 
and  magazines  and  their  passages  there  were 
fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  feet  of  floor- 
space,  not  including  the  main  magazine,  which 
was  exploded,  and  whose  dimensions  are  un 
known.  C.  B.  G. 

BBIOADIER^ENERAL  AME^  REFORK. 

HiADQpjumn  Skoiid  Diysosr,  Twwir-ffDDBXB  Arkt) 
Cosn,  Fort  TmoBL,  N.  a,  January  10, 180S.    J 

OcmUdn  A.  Terry,  Aesiatant  Ac^uicmPQeMral : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  late  movements  and  operations  of  this  di 
vision : 

On  the  night  of  the  second  the  division,  which 
had  just  returned  to  its  camp  from  a  demonstra- 
tion against  this  point,  received  orders  to  pre- 
pare for  a  second  expedition.  It  left  camp  on  tiie 
third,  and  embarked  on  ocean  transports  at  Ber 
muda  Hundred,  between  the  hours  of  seven  and 
nine  p.  m.,  on  the  fourth  instant 

The  transport  fleet  sailed  from  Fortress  Hon 
roe  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  and  the  troops 
disembarked  some  four  miles  north  of  Fort  Fisher 
on  the  thirteenth  instant. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  fifteenth  we 
stormed  Fort  Fisher.  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
N.  M.  Gurtis*  lurigade  (the  First)  made  a  lodge- 
ment on  the  north-west  angle  of  the  fort  I  im- 
mediately ordered  up  Golonel  G.  A.  P^my- 
packer's  brigade  (the  Second).  The  enemy  was 
at  once  driven  from  behind  the  palisading  ex- 
tending from  the  fort  to  the  river,  and  about  one 
third  of  tbe  work,  its  north-west  angle,  occupied 
by  us.  I  then  ordered  up  Golonel  Bell's  brigade 
([the  Third),  and  moved  it  forward  against  and 
in  rear  of  the  sea-face  of  the  work,  the  ground 
being  much  obstructed  by  the  ruins  of  toe  bar- 
racks, lumber,  and  other  rubbi^ ;  the  enemy 
being  protected  by  traverses,  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  cover  afforded  by  magames,  &&, 
checked  our  advance. 

Fighting  of  a  most  obstinate  character  con- 
tinued tiU  after  dark,  during  which  time  we  made 
considerable  advancement  on  the  left,  and  cap- 
tured about  four  hundred  prisoners. 

About  ei^ht  o'clock  p.m.,  Golonel  Abbott 
with  his  brigade  completed  the  occupation  of 
the  face  of  the  work,  extending  from  me  ocean 
to  the  river.  A  general  advance  was  now  made, 
and  the  fort  occupied  without  opposition. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this* 
division  was  most  gallant  Aided  by  the  fire 
of  the  navy  and  an  attacking  colunm  of  sailors 
and  marines  along  the  sea  beach,  we  were  aUe 
to  pass  over  the  open  ground  in  front  of  tiie 
fort,  through  the  gaps  in  the  palisading  in  the 
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ditob  made  by  the  naval  fire,  and  finally  to  oarry 
the  work. 

Where  the  name  of  every  officer  and  man 
eneaged  in  this  desperate  confliot  should  be 
snbmitted,  I  shall  at  present  only  be  able  to 
^ive  a  few  of  those  most  conspicuous.  It 
IB  to  be  hoped  they  all  may  be  properly  re- 
warded. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  N.  M.  Curtis,  com- 
manding First  brigade,  was  prominent  through- 
out the  day  for  his  bravery,  coolness  and  jua^- 
ment  His  services  cannot  be  over-estimieited. 
He  fell  a  short  time  before  dark,  seriously 
wounded  in  the  head  by  a  canister  shot 

Colonel  G.  A.  Pennypacker,  commanding 
Second  brigade,  was  seriously  wounded  while 
planting  his  colors  on  the  thira  traverse  of  the 
work.  This  pfiScer  was  surpassed  by  none,  and 
his  absence  during  the  day  was  most  deeply 
felt  and  seriously  regretted. 

Colonel  L.  Bell,  commanding  Third  brigade, 
was  mortaUy  wounded  while  crossing  the 
bridec  in  advance  of  the  palisading.  He  was 
an  able  and  efficient  officer,  one  not  easily 
replaced. 

I  here  submit  the  names  of  the  regimental 
commanders;  and  in  connection  with  the 
brigade  commanders  is  the  credit  due  them  for 
the  heroic  conduct  of  their  men. 

Regimental  commanders :  First  brigade.  One 
Hun£*ed  and  FortyH9econd  New  York  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant^lonel  A,  M.  Barney;  One 
Huudred  and  Seventeenth  New  York  volun- 
teers, Lientenant^lonel  F.  H.  Meyer;  Que 
Hundred  and  Twelfth  New  York  volunteers, 
Colonel  J.  F.  Smith;  Third  New  York  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant  K  A.  Behna.  Second  brigade. 
Forty-eighth  New  York  volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  B.  Coan;  Seventy-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers.  Colonel  J.  S.  Littell;  Forty- 
seventh  New  York  volunteers,  Captain  J.  M. 
McDonald;  Two  Hundred  and  Third  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers.  Colonel  J.  W.  Moore ;  Ninety- 
seventh  Pennsylvania' volunteers^First  Lieuten- 
ant J.  Wainwright  Third  brigade.  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-ninth  New  York  volunteers, 
Colonel  Alonzo  Aldeh ;  Thirteenth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel  8.  M.  Zent ;  Fourth 
New  Hampshire  volunteers,  Captain  J.  H. 
Roberts;  6ne  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  New 
York  volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  J.  John- 
son. Colonel  J.  W.  Moore,  Two  Hundred  and 
Third  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  behaved  with 
the  most  distinguished  gallantry.  He  was 
killed  while  passing  the  second  traverse  of  the 
fort  in  advance  of  his  regiment,  waving  his 
colors.  Few  equalled,  none  surpassed  this 
brave  officer. 

Lieutenant^lonel  S.  M.  Zent,  in  command  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  with  his  own  regiment 
and  a  detachment  of  volunteers  from  the  First 
brigade,  numbering  in  all  one  hundred  men, 
deployed  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  fort  and  by  Uieir  fire  materially  aided  our 
advance. 


Major  J.  R.  Lawrence,  Thirteenth  Ipdiaiia 
volunteers,  and  LieutenantOobnel  J.  A. 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  New  Yoik  voli 
teers,  also  behaved  in  the  moat  gallant 
and  rendered  efficient  service  in  coHectiDg 
organizing  the  troops  which  had  become 
rated  from  their  commands  in  the  cbaige, 
in  leading  &em  to  positions  where  im] 
advantages    were    gained.     Captain 
Huckins,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  voli 
and  First  Lieutenant  J.  Konig,  Seventh  Ui 
States   colored   troops,   aids  on  the  staff 
Colonel  L.  Bell,  commanding  Third 
were  untiring  in  their  labors,  and 
valuable  services  in  the  ;tbsence  of  mj  stiff 
cers,  who  had  been  stridden  down  in  the 
part  of  the  engagement 

Privates  Uiric   Chapin  and   James 
company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-secoirf^i 

C.  Hotchkiss,  company  A,  and  0.  R. 
company  D,  One  hundred  and  Twdfl£ 
York  volunteers,  volunteered  to  approach 
point  considerably  in  advance  of  our  sfc' 
line,  which  they  did  do,  and  by  tiiis  step 
ble  information  with  reference  to  the  ditch 
gained.    Privates   James   Cadman,  woi 
William  Cabe,  company  B ;  G^oree  Hoyt 
R.  Porteus,  company  0 ;  D.  H.  Morgan  and 
ward  Petue,  companv  E;  E.  H.  oSoper,  i 
pany  G,  wounded;  Silas  Baker,  oompaay 
missing.    Geoive  Merrill  and  William  J. 
Dufif,  company  1 ;  Z.  C.  Neahel  and  Bmee 
derson,  company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
seccfnd  New  York  volunteers,  volunteerat 
advance  with  the  head  of  the  oolomn  ani 
down  the  palisading. 

Copies  of  the  reports  of  tiif  brigade 
manders  will  be  forwarded.    In  thonwj 
found  lists  of  officers  and  men  who 
distinguished  themselves.    It  is 
that  medals  be  bestowed  upon  dJl  enlisted 
mentioned. 

To  my  staff  officers  I  am  pariioalarly 
for  their  zeal  and  gallantry  tiiroughout  tha 
they  were  constantly  passing  to  and  fro, 
posed  to  the  hottest  nre. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  lliaft 
brevetted  for  their  services.    Oaptsin 
A.  Carleton,  A.  A.  G.  7  Captain  A.  G.  ~ 
Acting  A.  D.  C. ;  Captain  H.  a 

D.  C;    Captain    R.    W.    Dawson, 
Inspector-Greneral ;  Captain  J.  S.  Matiiew% 
vost  Marshal ;  Captain  B.  B.  Keekr,  Mi 
Officer. 

Captain  Lawrence  was  the  first  man 
the  palisading,  and  while  extendii^  bis 
to  receive  a  guidon  which  he  intended' 
on  the  parapet  of  the  work,  a  AsJl 
near  him.  taking  off  his  left  arm  and 
injuring  his  throat    He  was  afterward 
the  right  arm.    For  his  services  on  dui 
sion,  as  well  as  those  on  a  former 
earnestly  uree  his  promotion.    Captaa 
was  disablea  by  a  wound  in  the  left 
Captain    Lookwood,    General    Whitfa^ 


OPINIONS    OF   THE   PRESS. 


Ita  Aocnraoy. 

[tgiuLg  tbe  trial  m  the  United  Stotes  Circuit  Court, 
tsminated  yesterday  in  the  conviction  of  VVil- 
■^oiiih  far  pirat?,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  tbe  Jeff 
.,  A  great  deal  of  documentary  evidence  to 'show 
iitr  of  geoesrion  was  offered  in  evidence  by  the 
*.  (or  defence— avowedly  taken  from  Frank 
■  1  Ethemon.  Record^  and  received  by  Judges  Grier 
ifcJv&iUder  who  presided.  This  ia  a  remarkable 
EQsnt  to  the  work  in  question,  bat  not  higher  than 
"J  from  tbe  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  varied  in- 
;  uB  respecting  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
.ijfl.  h  ia  t/u  jirtt  time  in  legal  and  literary 
\,  ikd  a  booh  not  yet  completed  has  beento  ttamp' 
A  oadienHdtyy  as  to  be  adnatted  a$  evidence  in  a 
^f  ii»,  shd  OH  a  trial  for  a  capital  offence," — 
iVw,  Od.  26,  1861. 

■  -  gnai  essayist,  Carlyle,  calls  history  *  distilled 
.>:!•.'  The  Rebellion  Record^  then,  is  a  model 
'  ^it  it  ial]y'ects  the  journals  of  the  day,  with  all 
'\  -cTBaOt  (a  word  which  has  become  an  emphatic 

1  for  /aUehood,)  their  rumors,  and  their  re- 
'^  the  crucible  of  time,  and. whatever  endures 

"  t^t,  it  elaasifies  and  puts  into  convenient 

'  prtMrratioD  and  reference.*^ 

fir  the  most  valuable  periodical  connected  with 

.'  u  the  RAdlion  Record.    It  is  destined  to  be- 

:  f  stuMhrd  authority  of  the  war.    To  any  one 

u  of  preserving  a  record  of  the  conflict  as  it 

'^s^,  it  'ts  mvaluable.'^ — IndianapoltM  Journal. 

^'*  SMUoti  Record,  giving,  as  it  doea^  every  pro- 
H  message  or  paper  uiat  is  of  real  import^ 
'J  mmting  concisely,  yet  clearly,  aU  that  either 
J  iccompHsbed,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
i^tare  to  keep  dearly  in  mind  the  exact  status 
^  in  oof  country." — Fcrtsnumlh  (N.  U.) 
<*. 

>  vill  be  tbe  great  treasury  from  which  the 
-'lonaa  will  dnw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
ill  oonie  to  write  a  history  of  the  great  rebel- 
-'.MCion  fnetrudor^  PhUa/delphia. 

'^nmt  who  wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and 
u.  hiiiory  of  ihe  great  struggle,  from  the  effects 
'  NT  country  is  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 
--eaoe,  this  work  will  commend  itself.  We 
'  ti  u  the  most  valuable  work  that  visits  our 
-5aa«dfc  Courier^  Ohio. 

«  vtfrk  ii  considered  the  standard  emthority  of 
'',^nd  a  complete  referent-book  in  relation  to 
'ryi^Ae  re6eaion.'*^8teubenviUe  (0.)  DaUy 

^iBteots  of  this  work,  sifted  from  a  variety  of 
•  tmstitate  the  rery  best  memoires  pour  servir 

"'',  oat  of  which  the  future  Bancrofts,  Macau- 
"^ '  I'rQBeotts  will  draw  their  best  matmials." — 

-^iL)  WeeJdy  J<mm4ML 

>  ietaHi  of  the  Record  are  not  hastily  gathered 
^  i^«WBpaperB  of  the  day,  but  are  chosen  out 
^'-baatioa  aftar  tbaif  taIim  has  become  known. 


and  whenever  it  is  practicable,  official  copies  are  secur- 
ed. In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  material  is  being  col* 
lected,  which  in  after-times  will  illustrate  tbe  rebellion, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fulness  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natural  history  can 
rivaT.'*— PAt/.  RuOetiu. 

"  A  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Rebellion 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  was  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  as  it  l^s  also  been  in  this 
city.*' — N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser. 

**  The  courts,  the  departments,  and  the  press  con- 
tinually quote  the  Rebellion  Record  ;  historical  students 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  use ;  while  every  citizen, 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  useful  as  a  dic- 
tionary, gazetteer  or  blue-book.*'— Boston  TVanaeript. 

"  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  attain,  without  really  de- 
serving it,  a  fair  reputation  for  truthfulness  and  general 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  Rebellion 
Record  has  acquired  is  not  of  this  superficial  charao> 
ter ;  it  has  been  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  closest 
criticism  and  comparison  with  official  and  other 
authorities,  and  in  every  case  has  come  out  triumph- 
ant. It  has  been  our  own  duty,  during  a  few  months 
past,  to  collate  every  important  &ct  given  in  its  pages 
with  other  collections  of  material  of  ample  extent,  and 
mainly  official  in  character,  and  we  have  yet  to  find 
the  first  important  error." — N,  Y.  Examiner. 

Xto  Impartiality. 

"  Every  docum^  bearing  upon  the  great  crisis, 
whether  emanating  from  the  rforth  or  South,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  pert.  Bvery  important  event,  from  the 
first  unfuriing  of  the  rebel  flag  at  Charleston,  ia  re- 
corded, with  the  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
ed from  the  press.  Most  of  the  poetry  which  the 
conflict  has  inspired  is  published." — Albany  Efening 
JowtuaL 

**  Its  contents  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  from  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
counts, so  as  fairly  to  exhibit  all  views  of  the  quee- 
tion." — Philadelphia  Press. 

"  It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narrations 
and  expressions  of  opinion,  taken  chiefly  from  tbe  daily 
newspapers  of  all  parts  of  the  Union.'* —  Washington 
Globe. 

"  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  has  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
side,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  cases 
giving  his  authority." — Providence  Press. 

**  It  is  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  pei-manent 
interest.  Communicating  statements  from  both  sidea 
on  all  the  questions  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time,  while  to  the 
future  historian  it  will  prove  invaluable." — Gettysburgh 
(Pa.)  JSvang,  Review, 

"  It  is  as  remarkable  for  the  industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  its  perfect  impartiality." — Louis' 
ville  JanmoL 
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nb  Bmrendered  with  the  garriBon  at 

respectfully,  your  obedient  sei^ 
A.  Ames, 
Brig»dler-G«iiena  Tolimtaen. 


Doc.  65. 


WATEB  BIVEB  EXPEDITION. 

NANT-<X>LONIL  SPURUKG'S  REPORT. 

i  Sworn  UAon  Cataibt  VsnBiir  Vounr-  \ 
,  BAWmaif,  Flomda,  Oclober  81,  18M.     j 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully 
following  report : 
it  to  orders  from  Headquarters  District 
lorida,  I  embarked,  on  the  morning  of 
iy-fifth  of  October,  on  steam  transports 
cas,  in  charge  of  a  force  consisting  of 
lent  of  the  Second  Maine  veteran  cav- 
le  hundred  men,  one  hnndred  dis- 
of  the  First  Florida  cavdry,  and  a 
it  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  infantry, 
th.  Eighty-second  and    Eighty-sixth 
tes  colored  infantry,  and  Company 
Roberts,  Second  Maine  cavalry,  dis- 
r  battery  purposes  and  in  charge  of 
ers,  the  whole  amounting,  in  the  ag- 
over  seven  hnndred  men. 
Steams,  of  the  Eighty-second'colored 
18  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
lime    Davis,  with  two  hundred 
th  orders  to  proceed  up  the  Bla(^ 
,  to  land  a  force  eieht  miles  below 
and  distant  from  Mill  ton  thirteen 
ft  logs,  which  are  numerous  along 
and  by  other  and  all  his  actions,  en- 
draw  the  enemy  upon  the  narrow 
'  or  peninsula  formed  by  Escambia 
west,  and  East  bay  and  Black  Water 
leeast 
led  with  the  other  transport,  the 
Pensacola,  remaining  there  till  late  in 
on,  from  thence  up  Escambia  bay, 
the  night  landed  three  hundred  in- 
ter chaj^e  of  Major  Mudgett,  of  the 

h  colored  infantry,  at  Bayou , 

I  &e  east  point  of  Escambia  bay,  op- 
|rce*8  mill,  with  orders  that  he  should 
\  the  head  of  the  bayou,  and  remain 
rhe  should  hear  cannonading  on  the 
}  of  the  narrow  point  of  land,  when 
j  deploy  his  force  across  to  Pierce's 
atting  oflf  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
i  expected,  and  had  good  reasons  to 
ptain  Stearns  would  succeed  in  draw- 
be  trap  which  I  had  prepared  for 
much  as  ihey  had,  in  considerable 
I  former  occasion,  attacked  me  while  I 
1  in  procuring  logs  at  points  seven 
below  the  mill.    After  landing' 
dgett  I  proceeded  back  with    the 
on  the  following  morning,  having 
►  point  of  the  peninsula,  was  on  my 
at  bay  or  BlacK  Water  river.    I  did 
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not  find  the  other  transport,  the  Lizzie  Davis, 
eight  miles  below  the  miU.  It  soon  became  ap- 
parent that  Captain  Steams  had  failed  to  conform 
to  my  orders.  Instead  of  landing  as  he  was 
directed,  he  had  gone  six  or  seven  miles  too 
far,  and  some  time  elapsed  before  I  found  the 
Lizzie  Davis,  anchored  in  a  small  cove  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  milL  Thus,  the  enemy  was  not  in- 
duced to  come  as  far  down  upon  the  point  of 
land  as  I  had  designated,  ana  as  would  have 
been  tiie  case  had  my  orders  been  fully  carried 
out,  and  as  my  report  will  clearly  show. 

On  coming  up  with  the  Lizzie  Davis  I  directed 
Captain  Lincoln,  of  the  Second  Maine  cavalry, 
to  relieve  Captain  ^Stearns  of  his  command,  to 
land  with  all  possible  despatch  the  two  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  march  direct  to  Millton.  By 
eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Captain  Lincoln  had  landed 
the  troops  from  the  Lizzie  Davis.  I  proceeded 
with  the  Planter  to  Pierce's  mill,  and  landed  the 
cavabry  and  battery,  which  I  had  been  holdine 
in  reserve,  and  immediately  moved  toward  MiU- 
ton,  soon  coming  upon  Captain  Lincoln,  whom  I 
found  engaged  with  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry. It  seems  that  Captain  Lincoln,  after  land- 
ing, before  he  had  hardly  taken  up  the  march, 
was  met  by «  considerable  force  of  cavalry,  with 
which  he  became  engaged.  He  drove  the 
enemy  to  the  mill  and  beyond  it  on  the  Millton 
road,  where  they  made  a  stand  under  cover  of 
some  old  buildings.  On  my  arrival  at  this  point 
the  firing  was  quite  rapid,  and  a  brisk  skirmish 
was  going  on,  I  immediately  charged  with  the 
detadiment  of  cavabry  which  I  brought  up,  and 
drove  the  rebels  from  the  old  buildings.  They 
fled  in  wUd  confusion  on  the  Millton  road.  At 
the  bridge  they  attempted  to  make  a  stand,  but 
aU  to  no  purpose.  I  pursued  them  through 
Millton,  and  out  on  the  Pallard  road,  a  distance 
of  over  eight  miles,  capturing  nine  prisoners 
and  woundine  c^uite  a  number.  Their  rout  was 
complete.  Their  arms  and  equipments,  and 
everything  that  could  impede  flight,  were 
thrown  away.  There  were  no  casualties  in  my 
own  force. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  a  detachment 
of  between  seventy  and  eighty  of  the  Eighth 
Mississippi  cavalry,  and  a  small  force  of  mihtia. 
Having  kept  up  the  purduit  as  long  as  it  was 
pmdent,  my  horses  becoming  exhausted,  and  it 
growing  late  in  the  day,  I  retumed  to  Millton,  and 
leavingthe  cavalry  to  hold  the  place,  went  back 
to  the  Planter,  which  I  ordered  to  move  up  to  a 
place  called  Bag  Dad,  less  than  two  miles  from  * 
Millton,  and  here  secured  quite  a  large  amount 
of  lumber,  about  eighty-five  thousand  feet.  I 
despatched  a  courier  to  Major  Mudgett,  with 
orders  for  him  to  move  his  forces  from  the 
bayou  to  Pierce's  mill,  and  hold  himself  in 
readiness  to  embark  at  that  point  on  the  follow- 
ing morning. 

On  the  foUowing  morning  the  pickets  were 
taken  in,  and  the  Planter  moved  up  the  river  to 
Millton,  thus  exploding,  if  not  the  torpedoes, 
the  idea  and  belief  that  they  are  planted  in  the 
river  to  obstract  its  passage  by  boats.    Here 
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Beveral  flat-boats  were  seonred,  and  the  ferry 
across  the  river  completelj  demolished.  Quite 
an  amount  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's 
property  was  found,  among  which  was  about 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com  and  meal,  and 
considerable  ham  and  beef,  and  since  there  was 
no  means  of  transportation  by  which  it  could 
be  got  to  the  boat,  it  was  destroyed.  Considera- 
ble surplus  ordnance,  accoutrements,  and  horse 
equipments,  were  also  destroyed ;  several  horses 
and  mules  were  captured.  Having  brought  off 
or  destroyed  everything  that  could  be  of  use  to 
the  enemy,  and  having  accomplished  all  that 
circumstances  could  admit  of,  I  returned  to 
Barrancas  with  my  whole  force,  where  I  arrived 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  Spurlino, 

Lientonaat-Golonel  Commanding. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  I.  Bailrt, 

Oomnumding  Diatrict  West  Florida. 
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EXPEDITION  OF  GENERAL  GBIEBSON. 

GENERAL  DANA'S  REPORT. 

H^AOQUAinSRS  DVARTMKrr  or  MUMMBIFH,  ) 

MniPfiB,  Tbith.  ,  Jaooary  8, 1866.     ) 

JAetUenant-Golonel  C.  T,  Christensen,  Atsistant- 

AcfjutarU-GenercU  MUUary   Division,    West 

Mississippi : 

I  have  the  gratifying  opportunity  of  report- 
ing the  result  of  another  very  successful  expe- 
dition to  the  Major-General  commanding. 

The  cavalry  expedition  sent  by  me  from  this 
point  against  tlie  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  has 
reached  Vicksbure  in  safety  and  in  good  condi- 
tion, with  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  prison- 
ers, one  thousand  negroes,  and  eight  himdred 
horses  and  mules. 

General  Grierson  has  just  arrived  here,  and 
his  force  will  follow  as  fast  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  procured.  When  his  brigade  com- 
manders arrive  and  I  receive  his  report,  I  will 
forward  it  to  you.  Meanwhile  I  give  you  the 
following  outline  of  the  work  done : 

The  expedition  left  here  on  the  twenty-first  of 
December,  in  wretched  weather,  and  moved  di- 
rectly east,  threatening  Corinth.  Detachments 
were  sent  out  which  cut  the  telegraph  from 
Grand  Junction  to  Corinth,  and  also  cut  it  and 
destroyed  four  bridges  between  Booneville  and 
Guntown,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road.  The 
main  column  then  moved  rapidly  on  Tupelo, 
and  on  Christmas  nieht  surprised,  captured,  and 
dispersed  Forrest's  dismounted  camp  at  Verona. 
Here  they  captured  six  officers  and  twenty 
men,  destroyed  two  trains  of  sixteen  cars  each, 
loaded  with  new  wagons,  pontoons,  supplies, 
Ac.,  for  Hood,  burnt  three  hundred  army  wagons, 
most  of  whicn  had  been  captured  from  Stui]g;is, 
destroyed  four  thousand  new  Engliah  carbines 
which  were  for  Forrest's  command,  and  large 


amounts  of  ordnance  stores  and  ammimitioQ, 
with  quartermaster's  stores  and  commisnrj 
stores  for  Hood's  army. 

From  Yerona  the  command  moved  south  along 
the  line  of  the  road,  destroying  it  thoroughly 
to  a  point  between  i^ypt  and  Prairie  stations. 

At  Okolono  telegrams  were  taken  from  the 
wires  from  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  and  Major- 
General  Grardner,  ordering  E|;ypt  to  be  held  at 
all  hazards,  and  promising  reinforcements  from 
Mobile  and  other  points. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth  tho 
eoemy  was  attack^  at  Egypt  Greneral  Grier- 
son reports  them  about  twelve  hundred  strong, 
with '  infantry,  cavalry,  and  four  guns  on  pkt* 
form  cars. 

Two  trains  loaded  with  infantry,  under  Gard- 
ner, were  in  sight  when  the  attack  was  made. 
A  force  was  thrown  between  them  and  the  gar- 
rison, and  Gardner  had  the  mortification  to  Bee 
his  friends  dispersed  after  a  fight  of  two  boon, 
and  the  stockade  carried  by  assault,  and  its  de- 
fenders, to  the  amount  of  about  five  hundred, 
captured.  The  rebel  Brigadier  Gholson  wai 
among  the  killed.  Another  train  of  fourteen 
cars  was  destroyed  here. 

The  command  was  now  incumbered  with  bo 
many  prisoners  and  animals  that,  with  the  hoe- 
tile  force  in  front,  it  was  useless  to  think  longer 
of  going  to  Cahaba. 

Accordingly  the  column  tamed  west  and 
south-west,  through  Houston  and  BeOefootaine, 
to  the  Mississippi  Central  railroad,  striking  it  st 
Winona.  A  de&chment  was  sent  to  Bai&toB^ 
which  destroyed  the  large  and  valuable  facto- 
ries which  worked  five  hundred  hands  to  suppli 
the  rebel  army  with  doth,  clothing,  and  shoes. 
Large  quantities  of  wool,  cloth  and  leather 
were  destroyed.  A  detachment  was  sent  fq 
Grenada,  which  destroyed  the  new  machinfr 
shops  and  all  public  property  in  the  place.  1 
brigade  was  sent  soutli  from  Grenada,  nndtf 
Colonel  Osband,  which  destroyed  the  road  and 
telegraph  for  thirty-five  miles,  and  then  met  i 
brigade  of  the  enemy  under  Wirt  Adams  ^ 
Frcmklin;  charged  and  drove  them  from  ' 
field,  leaving  twenty-five  of  their  dead  on 
ground. 

The  troops  arrived  at  Yicksburg  on  the 
of  January.  i 

About  forty  miles  on  each  road  is  destroyej 
including  a  large  number  of  bridges,  telegrar*^ 
depots,  switches,  turn-tables,  and  water-"  ' 
four  serviceable  locomotives,  and  ten 
were  undergoing  repairs,  about  one  hun< 
cars,  a  pile-driver  and  engine,  seven  hundred 
hoffs,  very  laree  amounts  of  com  and  whe^ 
and  a  tiiousana  stand  of  new  arms  at  Eg)^^!  j 
addition  to  the  four  thousand  destroyed 
Verona.  .     .- 

I  believe  this  expedition,  in  its  damaging  | 
suits  to  the  enemy,  is  second,  in  importancej 
none  during  the  war.  j 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfn 
N.  J.  T.  Dana, 


OOCUMEMTS. 
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Nkw  Orlbarb,  La.,  Juraarj  18, 1866.    / 

Sb:  Yonr  commnni(»tion  of  the  eighth  in- 
eUDt,  giving  a  detailed  acconnt  of  the  highly 
succ^Wol  expedition  led  by  Brigadier-Greneral 
Gheraon,  and  which  resulted  in  the  complete 
iQteiraption  of  the  enemy's  communications  by 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  Central 
nilroads,  has  been  received. 

The  Major-Generai  commanding  desires  to  ex- 
press to  joa  his  eraUfication  at  this  glorious, 
tod,  I  might  say,  ahnost  unexpected  success. 

The  expedition  was  planned  and  started  under 
Tery  great  diead vantages,  and  with  anything 
hi  promising  prospects ;  and  but  for  the  high 
degree  of  skill,  bravery  and  good  conduct,  which 
HBeTiDced  throuehout,  such  magnificent  results 
coald  never  have  been  accomplished. 

He  desires  me  to  convey  to  you,  and  through 
joa  to  the  officers  and  men  composing  this  expe- 
dHioD,hi8  wannest  congratulations  and  thanks. 
We  all  feel  that  such  blows  are  indeed  death- 
ih«t  to  the  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vot,  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Uenleout-OoloneL  ABsistant  A4Jiitant<0enenl 
ibjor^neral  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Onmnniwllng  Depftrtin«at  of  MlstiMtppl. 

GENERAL  OBIEBSOITS  BEPCffiT. 


CAT.URT  DiTlBHW,   DBPABnODIT  OT  MBBB- \ 

am,  Mbobd,  TBuraanB,  January  14, 18fl6.     j 

C<hx>iixl:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from 
fl«  Major-General  commanding,  I  ordered  Col- 
«el  James  Karge,  commanding  First  brigade 
cavalry  division,  to  proceed,  on  the  nineteenth 
of  December,  north-east  from  this  point ;  cross 
ffolf  river  at  Raleigh,  demonstrate  strongly  to- 
^  the  crossing  of  tiie  Hatchie  at  Bolivar  and 
BiteDola;  thence  swinging  south,  destroy  the 
*riegrsph  between  Qrand  Junction  and  CJorinth, 
ttdjomthe  main  column,  which  was  to  move 
Je  following  day  at  or  near  Ripley.  Owing  to 
«»y  nuns  for  several  days,  the  roads  were  al- 
Inet  impassable,  and,  as  a  crossing  of  Wolf 
iwer  could  not  be  effected,  Colonel  Karge  re- 
l»iKd  to  Memphis. 

On  the  morning  of  December  twenty-one  I 
■o^ftl  with  the  effective  force  of  iny  conmiand, 
jMistingof  detachments  of  the  Second  New 
Jney,  Seventih  Indiana,  First  Mississippi  rifles, 
wth  and  Tenth  Wisconsin,  Third  and  Fourth 
J^  Second  Wisconsin,  Fourth  and  Eleventh 
■w»«,  and  Third  United  States  colored  cavalry, 
« an  about  three  thousand  Qve  hundred  men, 
•Pniaed  into  three  brigades,  and  commanded 
gjectivelv  by  Colonels  Karge,  Winslow,  and 
ftwod;  also,  company  E,  Second  Iowa  cavalry, 
■«ob«ing  forty  men,  Lieutenant  A.  Sherer, 
•"yoHBdiog,  as  provost^uard  and  escort,  and 
Jpionecr  corps  of  fifty  negroes,  commanded  by 
TOtenant  Luvis,  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  cav- 
JJjWithout  artillery  or  wagons,  and  with 
••«rtf  days'  light  rations  carried  on  pack- 
Wes. 

^whde  oommand  moved  east,  along  tiie 


Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  threatening 
Corinth,  to  a  point  three  miles  west  of  Moscow, 
from  thence  south-east  through  Early  Grove, 
Lamar,  and  Salem,  to  Ripley. 

From  Early  Grove  the  Tenth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, under  Captain  F.  K.  Neet,  was  sent  to  La 
Grange  and  Grand  Junction,  and  destroyed  the 
telegraph  and  stations  at  those  points,  re- 
joining the  column  near  Salem.  From  Ripley 
a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of 
the  Second  New  Jersey,  under  Major  Van  Rens- 
selaer, was  sent  to  destroy  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad  and  the  telegraph  at  or  near  Boonville. 
At  the  same  time  the  Fourth  Illinois,  under  Cap- 
tain A.  F.  Search,  was  sent  to  destroy  the  same 
road  near  Guntown.  These  detachments  re- 
joined the  main  column,  one  at  EUistown,  the 
otJier  at  Shannon's  station,  having  destroyed 
four  bridges,  eight  or  ten  culverts,  several  miles 
of  ^e  track  and  telegraph,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  army  supplies. 

With  the  main  column  I  moved  on  Tupelo. 
Upon  arriving  at  Old  Town  creek,  five  miles 
north  of  Tupelo,  hearing  of  the  existence  of  a 
rebel  camp  and  large  quantity  of  army  stores  at 
Verona,  I  ordered  Colonel  Karge  to  leave  his 
pack  train  and  proceed  rapidly  toward  that 
point,  and  if  his  information  would  justify  it,  to 
make  a  night  attack  upon  the  place.  Our  move- 
ments thus  far  had  been  rapid,  and  the  in- 
dications were  that  the  enemy  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  our  presence,  as  our  appearance  was  a 
complete  surprise  to  citizens  on  the  line  of 
march. 

When  within  two  miles  of  Verona  Colonel 
Karge  struck  the  enemy's  pickets.  Notwith- 
standing the  darkness  of  the  night,  his  advance 
regiment,  the  Seventh  Indiana,  charged  into  the 
camp,  dispersing  the  garrison,  and  destroying 
two  trains,  thirty-two  cars,  and  eight  warehouses 
filled  with  ordnance,  commissary  and  quarter- 
masters' stores ;  also  two  bundred  army  wagons, 
most  of  which  were  marked  U.  S.,  having  been 
captured  from  General  Sturgis  in  June  last,  and 
which  were  about  being  sent^oaded  with  sup- 
plies, to  the  armj  of  General  Hood.  The  burst- 
ing of  shells  which  were  contained  in  this  im- 
mense depot  continued  until  afternoon  of  the 
next  day. 

Colonel  K^ge  fell  back  five  miles  to  Harris- 
burg,  and  encamped  with  the  balance  of  my 
command  on  the  same  nieht  I  encamped  be 
tween  Old  Town  creek  ana  Tupelo.    From  this 

SointI  sent  the  Eleventh  Illinois,  Lieutenant- 
olonel  Otto  Funk,  commanding,  with  the  pio- 
neer corps,  to  destroy  the  extensive  railroad 
bridge  over  Old  Town  creek,  and  the  track  be- 
tween that  ppint  and  Tupelo.  The  night  was 
very  dark  and  rainy,  notwithstanding  which 
Lieutejiant-Colonel  Funk  and  his  command  re- 
sponded to  my  orders  with  alacrity,  and  before 
morning  had  rendered  the  railroad  from  Old 
Town  creek  to  Tupelo  a  complete  wreck. 

From  this  point  I  moved  my  entire  command 
south  along  tne  railroad,  destroying  thoroughly 
to  a  point  between  £^;ypt  and  Ptairie  station, 
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fifty-six  miles  from  Boonville,  where  it  was  first 
struck.  The  enemy  had  concentrated  a  consid- 
erable force  at  Okolono,  which,  upon  our  s^ 
proach,  fell  back  to  Egypt  Having  tapped  the 
wire  at  Okolono  and  intercepted  despatches 
from  Lieatenant-Gtoeral  Taylor  and  others,  indi- 
cating that  reinforcements  wonld  be  sent  from 
Mobile  and  other  points,  and  learning  from  de- 
serters who  came  in  on  the  night  of  me  twenty- 
seventh,  that  the  reinforcements  would  not  be 
likely  to  arrive  before  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  the 
next  day,  I  accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-eighth,  attacked  the  enemy,  variously 
estimated  at  from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thou- 
sand strong,  consisting  of  cavah*y,  infantry,  and 
one  battery  of  four  guns  on  platform  cars,  at 
.Egypt  While  the  fight  was  in  pron-ess  two 
trains  with  reinforcements,  said  to  be  under 
command  of  General  Grardner,  came  in  sight,  but 
I  threw  a  force  between  them  and  Egyp^  which 
succeeded  in  capturing  a  train  of  cars,  tearing 
up  the  track  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  that 
point,  and  en^^aged  the  trains  with  reinforce- 
mepts,  preventing  them  from  joining  the  garri- 
son at  Egypt 

After  an  engagement  of  two  hours,  we  killed, 
captured,  and  dispersed  the  enemy.  Among 
the  rebel  killed  were  Brigadier-General  Gholson 
and  several  other  officers.  Having  secured 
about  five  hundred  prisoners,  cared  for  the 
dead  and  wounded,  and  destroyed  all  govern- 
ment properly,  I  moved  due  west  to  Ebuston, 
crossing  the  Sookatanuchie  and  Houlka  rivers, 
to  both  of  which  streams  I  sent  detachments  in 
advance  to  secure  the  bridges.  Here  the 
Second  Wisconsin,  Major  Woods  commanding, 
was  detailed  to  ti^e  charge  of  the  prisoners ; 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  de- 
serve much  praise  for  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  performed  this  arduous  duty  during 
the  balance  of  the  march. 

From  Houston  demonstrations  were  made  to 
the  north  toward  Pontotoc,  and  south-east  to- 
ward West  Point,  whDe  the  column  moved 
south-west  via  Bellefontaine  to  tiie  Mississippi 
Central  road,  striking  it  at  Winona.  From 
Bellefontaine  a  demonstration  was  made  south- 
east toward  StarksvUle,  threatening  again  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad.  At  the  same  time  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  of 
the  Fourth  Iowa,  under  Captain  Beckwith,  was 
sent  south  via  Greenboro  to  Bankston,  to 
destroy  large  cloth  and  shoe  factories  at  that 
point,  which  employed  five  hundred  hands  for 
the  manufactjire  of  tiiose  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity to  the  army. 

From  Winona  Colonel  Noble,  with  detach- 
ment of  three  hundred  men  of  Colonel  Winslow's 
brigade,  was  sent  north  to  destrov  the  railroad 
and  all  government  property  between  that 
point  and  Grenada.  Colonel  Osband's  brigade 
was  sent  south  on  the  line  of  the  railro^  to 
destroy  it  as  far  as  practicable.  With  the  main 
column  I  moved  south-west,  via  Lexington  and 
Benton,  to  Vicksburg.  At  Benton  Colonels 
Osband  and  Noble  rejoined  us,  having  been 


highly  successful ;  Colonel  Osband  met  and  en- 
gaged a  detachment  of  Wirt  Adams'  command, 
about  five  hundred  strong,  under  Colonel 
Woods,  in  which  the  enemv  were  defeated, 
with  a  r^>orted  loss  of  fifty  kiUed  and  wounded. 
I  reachen  Yicksbuig  with  my  entire  command 
in  good  condition,  with  about  six  hundred 
prisoners,  eight  hundred  head  of  captnred 
stock,  and  one  thousand  negroes,  who  jomed 
the  column  during  the  march.  For  particularB 
I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  brigade  com- 
manders herewith  enclosed. 

The  average  distance  marched  was  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles. 

The  entire  loss  in  the  command  during  fiie 
expedition  was  four  officers  and  twenty-three 
enlisted  men  killed,  four  officers  and  eightj-nine 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  seven  enlisted  men 
missing.  The  destruction  of  property  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows : 

Twenty-thousand  feet  of  bridges  and  trestle- 
work  cut  down  and  burned. 

Ten  miles  of  track,  (rails  bent  and  tiee 
burned.) 

Twenty  miles  of  telegraph,  (poles  cut  down 
and  wires  destroyed.) 

Four  serviceable  locomotives  and  tenders, 
and  ten  in  process  of  repair. 

Ninety-five  railroad  cars. 

Over  three  hundred  army  wagons  and  two 
caissons. 

Thirty  warehouses  filled  with  conmnssary, 
quartermasters*  and  ordnance  stores. 

Large  cloth  and  shoe  factory,  emplojring  five 
hundred  hands. 

Several  tanneries  and  machine  shops. 

A  steam  pfle-driver. 

Twelve  new  forges. 

Seven  depot  buudings. 

Five  thousand  stand  of  new  arms. 

Seven  hundred  head  of  &t  hogs. 

Five  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  marked  C  S.  A. 

Immense  amount  of  grain,  leather,  wool,  and 
other  government  property,  the  value  and  quan- 
tity of  which  cannot  be  estimated. 

Over  one  hundred  of  the  prisoners  captured 
at  Egypt  formerly  belonged  to  our  army,  and 
were  recruited  from  SouSiem  prisons  into  the 
rebel  service,  and  most  of  whom,  I  b^eve, 
were  induced  to  join  their  ranks  from  a  desire 
to  escape  a  loathsome  confinement  I  commend 
them  to  the  leniency  of  the  government 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  tiie 
uniform  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  mra  of 
my  command,  and  desire  to  express  my  thanks 
to  Colonels  Karge,  Winslow  and  Osband,  for 
their  cheerful  support  I  also  take  occasion  to 
make  honorable  mention  of  Mtgor  M.  H.  Wil- 
liams and  Cs^tain  S.  L.  Woodward  of  my  staff, 
for  their  untiring  energy  and  gallantry  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

This,  one  of  the  most  successful  expeditions 
of  the  war,  undertaken  as  it  was,  at  a  period 
when  roads  and  streams  were  considered 
almost  impassable,  could  not  have  met  with 
such  extraordinary  success  without  the  patient 
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endunnoe  and  hearty  co5peration  which  were 
eTmoed  by  my  entire  command ;  and  all  those 
who  participated  richly  deserve  the  lasting 
gtatitade  of  the  €k>vemment  and  remembrance 
of  their  conntrymen. 

Very  resptcauliy,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  H.  Griebson. 

Brlgadier-Q«neraL 
Uenteoant^olonel  T.  H.  Habris, 

AHJiiUnt  Af^ataiit-Genoral,  Department  of  Hissiasippi. 


Doc.  67. 
JAMES  BIVEB  EXPEDITION. 


UtfRB)  SlATBi  9TBJJCBR  QSOlfDAOl, 

Bnm,  Va.,  three  miles  above  City  Point, 
Tbu^pday  Evening,  May  '  " 


01,         ) 

[>oint.     y 


We  have  tiiis  day  seen  the  beginning  of  the 
ipriug  campaign.  The  strong  arm  of  the  gov- 
enment  is  again  extended  toward  the  heart  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  we  trust — how  earnestly — 
^  it  may  not  &il  to  gain  the  prize  which 
nemi  almost  within  its  grasp.  The  iron-clad 
IkI  which  has  been  gathered  near  the  mouth 
tf  this  river  has  found  another,  if  not  a  safer, 
nehonge. 

Untii  yesterday,  we  were  not  aware  that  the 
Bcvement  of  the  fleet  in  this  matter  would  be 
Bade  80  soon.  Daring  the  day,  yesterday,  the 
fourth  instant,  a  number  of  new  steamers,  of  the 
daae  fiuniliarly  called  ^  double-enders,"  came  up 
inm  Hampton  Roads,  and  joined  the  fleet  which 
ka  for  a  row  days  been  at  anchor  o£f  Newport 
Kews,  and  which  consisted  of  the  iron-clads 
Koaooke,  Onondaga,  two  turrets  ;  Canonicus, 
Tecomseh  and  Saugus,  one  turret  each,  and  &e 
Atbota;  of  double-enders,  the  Mackinaw  and 
l^w;  of  gunboats,  the  Dawn,  Osceola,  Com- 
Bodofe  Jones,  Stepping  Stone,  and  a  large 
umher  of  powerful  armed  tugs.  Besides  these 
there  were  steamboats  armed  as  army  trans- 

rts,  of  all  sizes,  shapes,  colors  and  models, 
tiic  evening  the  broad  river  off  Newport 
IsvB  Point  was  filled  with  the  different  vessels, 
M  that  it  ^as  diflicult  for  the  iron-clads  to 
MMravre  among  them,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
i»  to  tike  their  allotted  places  in  the  hne  which 
'hd  been  planned  for  the  movement  in  the 
MocBiog.  During  the  afternoon  Admiral  Lee 
fttoifiBrTed  his  flag  from  the  steam  frigate  Min- 
Mota,  his  former  flag-ship,  to  the  fine  steamer 
wmi,  formerly  the  blockade-runner  Ella  and 
iaQie,aBd  came  up  into  the  fleet  and  took  com- 
fettd.  During  the  afternoon  and  evening  all 
^n  busy  in  completing  the  plans  for  the  work  , 
ilthe  coming  day.  It  was  ordered  that  all  j 
*»eU  should  be  ready  to  move  this  morning  • 

-  jtfocr  o^dock.    The  morning  came,  and  in  the  I 
:  ■■  twilight  the  vessels  got  under  way  slowly, 
:4piet]y  moving  from  the  stations  they  bad  occu- 

J  jjed  during  the  night  It  was  five  o'clock  be- 
'.pre  the  column  was  passed,  and  then  the  move- 
{>wt  of  the  strange-looking  line  began.  The 
|*KttD|  was  unusually  fine,  the  atmosphere 
^  IM  lott  and  refireshing,  the  river  was  without 
•inpple,and  nature  seemed  strangely  in  con- 

-  te  wifli  the  mission  upon  which  we  had  set 


out  Scarcely  any  of  our  rivers  afford  more 
enchanting  scenery  or  a  more  delightful  sail 
than  the  James,  and  although  our  errand  was  not 
one  in  search  of  pleasure,  still  it  was  impossible 
not  to  enjoy  so  beautiful  a  trip.  At  six  o'clock 
A.  M.  the  Admiral  came  by  the  line  in  his  flag- 
ship, passed  up,  and  was  soon  lost  in  the  dis- 
tance. Soon  after  we  came  to  the  **  Wren"  (so- 
called  as  a  coast-survey  signal-station),  a  nne 
Virginia  residence,  situated  high  up  on  the 
green  sloping  bank  of  the  river.  Upon  the|u)r- 
tico  was  a  group  of  ladies,  who  intently  viewed 
us  through  their  glasses,  yet  made  no  disloyal 
demonstration,  as  Southern  ladies  sometimes  do. 
At  nine  o'clock  we  came  to  Jamestown  Island, 
upon  the  lower  point  of  which  we  saw  log 
cabins  partially  destroyed,  and  further  along 
the  banks,  series  of  earth- works,  quite  extensive. 
The  ruins  of  the  old  churdi,  which  was  the  first 
Protestant  church  built  in  America,  is  one  of 
the  few  remaining  marks  of  that  short-lived  set- 
tlement As  we  moved  by  the  island,  the 
steamer  Grayhound,  with  C^eneral  Butler  and  / 
statf,  passed  by;  the  General  was  carelessly 
leaning  on  the  window  of  the  pilot-house,  and 
from  his  unassuming  manner,  nis  genial  and 
frank,  though  much-abused  face,  ne  hardly 
looked  the  man  who  had  just  assumed  command 
of  sixty  thousand  men,  and  who  "abolished 
slavery  by  an  epigram." 

Soon  after  ten  o'clock  we  passed  the  mouth 
of  the  Ghickahominy,  and  altnough  its  bosom 
was  unruffled,  and  the  foliage  which  skirted  its 
banks  was  soft  and  green,  we  did  not  think  of 
these  which  we  saw  with  our  own  eyes,  but  of 
Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hills,  and  Seven  Pines ;  of  a 
brilliant  army  demoralized  and  retreating,  and 
of  forty  thousand  graves  they  left  behind. 

At  one  o'clock  we  came  to  Fort  Powhatan,  a 
large,  strong,  and  extensive  work,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  and  where  it  makes  a  bend  to 
liie  north,  so  that  the  fort  commands  the  river 
for  a  long  distance  below.  It  is  on  top  of  a 
bank,  at  Uie  elevation  of  eighty  or  ninety  feet 
above  the  river,  and  seems  almost  impregnable, 
although  the  rebels  have  been  driven  from  it 
once  or  twice  by  our  gtmboats ;  it  is  now  un- 
occupied. Two  of  the  transports  have  stopped, 
as  though  it  was  intended  to  disembark  the 
men,  but  after  a  little  while  they  push,  off,  and 
are  up  the  river  again. 

Up  a  few  miles  further,  and  we  are  in  view  of 
the  advance  vessels  of  the  fleet,  prominent 
among  which  is  the  flag-ship.  Below  us  imme- 
diately is  the  remainder  of  the  iron-clad  fleet, 
and  further  below,  even  until  they  are  lost  in 
the  river  bend,  are  ocean  and  river  steamers, 
sid^wheels  and  propellers,  baives,  canal-boats, 
and  sailing  vessels,  long  lines  otthem,  crowded 
even  in  snrouds  and  at  mast-heads,  with  sol- 
diers, whose  bright  belt-plates  and  clean 
bayonets  glisten  in  the  sun. 

Through  our  glasses  we  look  up  the  river 
azain,  and  see  our  advance  vessels  off  the  long 
pier  at  Harrison's  landing,  and  away  beyond  on 
a  distant  hill,  between  two  high  tree-tops,  the 
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qniok  glass  detects  a  belfry,  from  the  top  of 
which  some  earnest  worshipper  of  secession  is 
hurriedly  signalling,  and  telling  undoubtedly  of 
the  strange  fleet  which  is  approaching  him. 

But  now  we,  too,  have  reached  the  landing, 
and  discover,  retreating  behind  the  house  upon 
the  knoll,  a  half  dozen  of  the  chivaby,  who  have 
evidently  seen  better  times,  or  at  least  cannot 
see  much  worse,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
variety  and  color  of  their  uniform,  if  it  be  a 
uniform. 

But  we  are  crossing  Harrison  bar,  and  there 
in  front  of  us,  three  miles  further,  is  City  Point, 
a  place  become  famous  since  the  war  as  a  point 
of^  exchange  for  the  Union  and  rebel  prisoners. 
At  the  landing  we  can  see  the  large  steamer 
City  of  New  York,  the  fli^-of-truce  boat,  which 
makes  its  weekly  or  tri-weekly  trips  between 
Fortress  Monroe  and  this  place. 

One  b^  one  the  transports  move  up,  and 
the  soldiers  jump  off,  until  the  shore  is  lined 
with  boats  and  steamers.  Baggage-wagons, 
caissons  and  limbers  are  soon  ashore,  and 
almost  inmiediately  the  signal  station  on  the 
bank  is  occupied,  and  the  familiar  signal  flag 
displayed,  ready  for  communication  with  any 

E*  it.  The  flag-of-truce  boat,  with  the  white 
still  flying,  moves  away  from  tiie  landing ; 
there  is  not  room  for  a  tenth  of  the  steamers 
and  transports  which  are  coming;  taster  and 
faster  they  gather,  until  the  river  all  about  the 
point  is  covered,  and  almost  clogged  with  the 
acoumulatine  vessels.  The  S.  R.  Spaulding 
passes,  unable  to  land  the  two  thousand  men 
who  cluster  from  stem  to  stem,  below  and  aloft, 
like  immense  swarms  of  bees.  The  men  who 
have  landed  have  formed  in  line,  and  then  goes 
marching  along  the  dusty  road  on  the  nver 
bank,  a  fuU  regiment,  route^tep,  arms  at  wiU, 
and  bound  Ricnmondward. 

The  iron-clads  move  in  order  to  a  point  two 
miles  above  City  Point ;  come  to  anchor.  Ad- 
miral Lee,  who  has  been  upon  the  Tecum^h 
during  the  afternoon,  takes  toe  gunboat  Mount 
Washington  and  returns  to  his  own  ship. 

And  now,  after  a  dav  of  intense  excitement 
and  thrilling  interest,  the  sun  slowly  setties  be- 
hind the  thick,  rich  foliage,  promising  a  night 
of  rest — ^if  it  may  be— to  prepare  for  what  the 
morrow  may  bring  us  to  do. 

But  on  the  shore,  on  our  right,  and  only  a  lit- 
tle way  off,  are  three  or  four  ladies  grouped 
together  beneath  the  intertwining  trees,  and 
eamestiy  engi^ed  in  discussing  a  very  interest- 
ing matter.  They  are  evidentiy  occupants  of 
the  fine  unique  old  mansion  whidi  stanas  on  the 
bank  immediately  behind  them.  They  must  be 
talking  about  the  strange  vessels  which  they 
have  come  down  to  see,  and  we  think  we  can 
guess  what  they  are  saying  by  the  little  girl 
with  a  blue  dress,  who  is  one  of  the  company, 
and  who  turns  toward  us,  and,  shutting  up  her 
little  hand,  shakes  it  at  us  as  though  she  would 
do — oh,  what  terrible  things,  if  she  could  only 
bring  that  littie  white  fist  against  these  great 
iron  turrets. 


Tis  now  midnight  The  fleet  is  quiedy  at  an- 
chor, and  a  more  beautiful  sight  one  conld 
scarcely  behold.  The  army  vessels,  have  tiieir 
bow,  and  stem,  and  masthead  light,  varicolored ; 
the  men  are  clustered  around  their  brightly 
blazing  camp-fires  on  the  shore  and  on  tiie  bank; 
and  the  scene  looks  like  an  illuminated  garden 
in  some  wierd  fantastic  land. 

And  BO  we  wait  the  morrow. 

OusL's  Nkk,  JjUBi  BmB,> 
FMdayBvenlng,llsij6L    ( 

This  morning  at  six  o'clock  a  flag-of-truce  boat 
came  down  the  river,  and  from  it  an  officer  went 
to  see  the  Admiral,  who  was  in  the  little  steam- 
boat Shawsheen.  After  remaining  awhile  ^ 
officer-messeneer  returned,  and  the  flag  of  trace 
put  back  up  me  river.  The  fleet  were  gathered 
at  City  P(Hnt,  two  miles  below ;  the  army  steam- 
ers were  unloading  their  regiments,  whidi  were 
forming  and  marching  away  toward  RicbmoDd; 
and  the  region  was  all  activity  with  the  prepa- 
rations for  the  movement  of  the  day.  It  n 
therefore  more  than  probable  that  the  flag  of 
truce  was  only  a  cover  under  which  informatioii 
might  be  obtained  respecting  tiie  anticipated 
movement 

After  breakfast  the  order  was  gV^en  to  **  get 
under  way,"  and  soon  we  were  off  up  the  river. 
Just  above  our  anchorage  the  west  bank  ahoak 
off  into  the  river,  forming  a  sort  of  muddy, 
marshy  point,  around  which  we  neoessarity 
slowly  steamed. 

The  steamboat  New  York,  the  regular  FortrcM 
Monroe  and  City  Point  boat,  usmL  for  ^  ei- 
change  of  prisoners,  and  which  we  last  evening 
noted  at  the  wharf  with  a  large  lot  of  unex- 
changed rebels  on  board,  now  passed  us  for  tbd 
?oint  of  exchange,  which  now  is  not  City 
oint,  but  some  puc^  above  the  river,  chosen  at 
the  option  of  Admiral  Lee. 

On  our  right  the  bank  now  is  low  and  marshjJ 
yet  with  thick  woods,  whUe  the  opposite  had^ 
for  a  long  distance  is  elevated  twenty  or  twea- 
ty-five  feet  It  was  on  this  side  that  the  Unioo 
forces  landed  last  evening,  and  every  now  aa4 
then  we  see  upon  this  same  iMuiktfae  Vxaxd 
pickets,  standing  cautioudy  beneath  the  ^ui^ 
of  some  majestic  oak,  or  pacing  their  littk 
beats.  ^ 

At  noon  we  arrived  at  a  point  about  ten  milei 
below  Fort  Darline,  and  a  picket  came  dowi] 
from  the  bank  ana  said  he  had  a  contraband 
who  wished  to  come  on  bocutl.  A  boat  wi^ 
sent  from  our  ship,  being  nearer  than  i^y  other 
and  the  man  came  on  board,  said  he  knew  when 
the  torpedoes  were,  and  could  find  them.  H< 
was  inmiediately  sent  to  the  Admiral,  who,  attei 
questioning  him,  ordered  the  fleet  to  andior,  vti 
the  contraband  was  sent  in  a  small  gunboat  n{ 
the  river  to  find  one  of  the  torpedoes,  which  hi 
stated  was  only  a  littie  way  in  advance  of  ua 
The  gunboat  Commodore  Jones  steamed  upj 
littie  way,  though  her  coomiander  was  advisw 
not  to  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet ;  yet  hi 
position  was  such  at  the  moment  that  be  w« 
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oUi^  to  do  00  to  prevent  hiB  vessel  from  mn- 
nine  ashore.  He  had  gone  but  a  short  distance 
Mer  when  the  torp^o  was  exploded,  and  the 
gtokat  blown  oat  of  the  water  and  entirely  de- 
■oliihed.  Some  forty  or  fifty  were  killed  and 
drowned,  and  as  many  wounded.  Only  a  few 
escaped.  The  first  two  officers  alone  were 
lafed.  The  P^3rnia8ter  and  engineers  have  not 
been  seen.  The  man  who  fired  the  torpedo  ran, 
bat  was  immediately  shot  An  officer  and  men 
from  a  steamer  near  them  went  on  shore, 
found  the  wire  connecting  ano&er  torpedo, 
tnoed  it,  ind  soon  came  upon  a  spot  in  the  bank 
eerered  by  brash,  bat  from  which  two  men 
■pnmg  as  they  approached  the  spot,  and  ran. 
mj  were  immediately  caught  and  carried  on 
Ihe  flag-ship  and  pat  in  irons.  In  the  excava- 
ticm  wbere  the  men  were  concealed  was  fonnd 
tgalfiniq  battery,  from  which  ran  ^  small  cop- 
per wire,  as  large  as  a  knitting  needle,  aroond 
wttA  WM  a  covering  of  gatta  percha.  The 
vire  ran  along  the  shore  to  the  river,  a  few 
Uee  under  the  sorfiftce,  and  was  very  nicely 
■dJQsted  to  the  torpedo,  which  coald  not  have 
mm  in  the  water  over  twenty-foar  hoars. 

The  woanded  and  scalded  men  were  broaght 
en  board  the  gonboat  Mackinaw,  and  well  cared 
for.  At  dusk  a  portion  of  the  fleet  dropped 
4owi  the  river  a  few  miles  to  this  place,  in 
erder  to  coal,  and  we  came  to  anchor  here  in  the 
mdj  evening.  The  army  steamer  (fli^  of 
taice).  New  York,  went  ap  the  river,  and  is 
pobsbly  at  some  point  arruiged  upon  between 
Onmissioner  Quid  and  Major  Mulford,  the  ex- 
diaoge  officers,  for  the  transfer  of  the  men  now 
^»on  the  steamer. 

Below  onr  present  anchorage  a  few  miles,  is  a 
llaoe  huniKarly  known  as  the  '^  Hundreds,"  and 
there  some  of  the  army  steamers  are  now  lying. 

And  BO  another  evening,  our  second  in  the 
kmtg,  quietly  follows  the  departing  day.  The 
Araog  banks  crowned  witli  oak  and  beach, 
fteit  away  in  the  darkness.  We  cannot  see  the 
UMBDers  which  He  only  a  few  hundred  foet 
,  ftm  OS,  and  friend  and  foe  all  alike,  are  hidden 
too  the  view.  The  stars  look  down  upon  us 
lleatly,  and  the  river  murmurs  as  peacefully  as 
tfes  the  Indian  princess  was  borne  down 
1^  its  bosom  in  her  birchen  canoe.  Perfect 
ihOsess  and  quiet  pervade  the  region.  But  to 
•  it  is  an  ominous  stillness — ^it  is  a  stillness 
Aat  we  feel  presaging  the  tumult  It  is  the 
«ib  belbre  the  coming  storm — that  storm,  the 
Aatnonnurings  of  whose  voice  we  now  listen 
he.  Let  us  pray  that  its  lightning  and  thunder 
**7  purge  the  land  of  traitors,  and  the  atmos- 
fkere  of  treason,  forever  and  forever. 


I  Doo.  68. 

BATTLES  OP  THE  WILDERNESS,  Va. 
TOE  BATTLB  OF  THURSDAY,  MAT  i,  1804. 

J     Prom  midnight  of  Tuesday  until  the  dawn  of 
!  uusdty  the  fifth,  the  Aimy  of  the  Potomac, 


closely  succeeded  by  that  of  Bumslde,had  been 
crossing  the  Rapidan  river,  the  Second  corps  of 
Ely's,  TOO  Fifth  and  Sixth  corps  at  Qermania 
ford.  The  enemy,  from  their  signal  station  on 
Clark's  mountain,  observed  the  entire  move- 
ment— a  fact  distinctly  ascertained  by  our  own 
signal  officers,  who  deciphered  their  messages 
during  the  day. 

The  order  issued  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Wednesday  night — after  the  crossing  of  that 
Army  had  been  efiected,  and  when  fiumside 
was  on  the  way— directed  it  to  move  forward 
in  paraUel  lines,  Hancock's  corps  to  the  vicinihr 
of  Shady  Grove  Church,  the  Fifth  and  BixUi 
corps  along  the  Germania  plank-road  to  Old 
Wilderness  Tavern  and  beyond.  The  Fifth  and 
Second  corps  were  to  connect  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, throw  out  strong  reconnoissances  toward 
Catharpen  run,  Todd's  Tavern,  and  on  the 
Orange  Court-house  road;  the  Sixth  corps  to 
preserve  a  flank  communication  with  the  river, 
where  the  trains  and  herds  were  still  crossing, 
and  the  whole  afterward  to  ''hold  itself  in 
readiness  to  move  forward."  It  would  seem 
that  this  disposition  of  the  Army  was  intended 
to  be  preserved  until  the  trains  could  cross  the 
river,  when  all  should  move  on,  avoiding  a 
battle  in  the  Wilderness  to  the  right 

The  hope  was  futile.  The  enemy's  movement 
began  Wednesday  night,  and  on  the  following 
morning  Ewell's  whofe  corps  had  marched  from 
the  direction  of  Verdiersville,  and  was  found  on 
our  right  flank  between  the  Orange  Court-house 
pike  and  4he  river,  threatening  us  at  right 
angles  with  the  Germania  plank-road,  up  which 
the  Sixth  corps  was  then  marching.  The  for- 
ward movement  of  the  Army  was  checked  at 
once ;  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  corps  formed  in  line  of 
battle  along  the  Germania  plank-road,  and  ad- 
vanced into  the  forest  on  the  right,  pushing 
forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to  meet 
and  feel  the  enemy.  The  proposed  connection 
between  Hancock  and  Warren  was  thus  sev- 
ered«  and  Hancock  was  ordered  to  diverge  up 
the  Brock  road  from  his  march  to  Shady  Grove 
Church,  and  immediately  join  the  latter  on  his 
left  wing,  which  crossed  the  Orange  Court- 
house turnpike.  The  great  danger  which  me- 
naced us  was,  that  the  enemy,  by  throwing  a 
strong  body  of  troops  against  our  left  flank, 
would  obtain  possession  of  this  turnpike  before 
Hancock  could  come  up,  cutting  our  army  in 
two.  The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  brigades 
of  Gretty's  division  of  Ae  Sixth  corps,  were 
therefore  detached  and  sent  in  on  Warren's  left 
as  a  support  Skirmishing  began  in  the  early 
morning.  Word  came  in  from  the  cavalry  in 
front  that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing  from 
Verdiersville  and  above ;  that  Hill's  corps  had 
driven  In  our  cavalry  and  were  moving  dowi 
the  plank-road  in  the  direction  of  Parker's 
store ;  that  the  whole  rebel  army  was  doubtless 
on  the  march. 

Generals  Meade,  Warren,  and  Sedgwick  held 
council  at  Old  WUdemess  Tavern.  It  was  de- 
cided not  to  wait  for  Hancock,  but  to  attack  at 
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once.  Gknend  Warren  monnted,  rode  to  his 
command,  and  ordered  an  assault  At  eleven 
o'clock  word  was  sent  to  (xeneral  Sedgwick  that 
skirmishing  in  front  of  the  Sixth  corps  was  be- 
coming heavy,  and  that  now  was  the  time. 
Gkueial  Sedgwick  mounted  in  turn,  galloped 
down  the  Germania  plank-road  about  a  mile, 
dashed  into  the  forest  at  the  head  of  his  sta£f, 
and  penetrated  to  the  front  just  as  the  firing 
began  to  increase.    We  follow  him. 

A  moment's  halt  for  consultation — a  moment's 
look  around.  Not  a  far  look,  nor  an  inspiring 
one;  for,  about,  beneath,  and  overheaa,  the 
tangled  underbrush,  and  knotted  trunks  and 
ragged  foliage  of  a  chapparal  consume  the  spaces 
into  which  the  eye  yearns  to  penetrate.  Is  a 
battle  to  be  fought  here  in  this  labyrinth,  are 
troops  to  be  manosuvred,  are  lines  of  battle  to 
be  formed  and  shifted,  are  weapons  to  be  used, 
charges  made,  the  tragedy  of  a  modem  combat 
enacted  in  this  hideous  place  ? 

listen:  the  clanking  music  of  the  skirmish 
line  sounds  in  the  distance ;  the  voice  of  cannon 
is  deep  in  the  recesses  of  the  woods.  There  is 
a  voUev  at  last — General  Griffin's  division  of 
the  Fifui  corps  has  opened  the  fight 

''Forward!  by  the  right  fl^k ;  forward T 
rings  along  the  lines.  Yonder  in  front  are  the 
eleaming  bayonets  of  our  first  line  of  battle ; 
back,  just  in  rear,  is  the  second  line,  the 
anxious  eyes  of  the  soldiers  peering  through  the 
trees. 

Was  it  a  sadder  wind  than  usual  that  swept 
down  from  the  front  that  moment,  bearing  the 
first  earnest  clangor  of  the  combat?  Else  why, 
as  that  wind  touched  the  fiekces  of  the  men,  did 
such  a  mournful  fervor  blend  with,  but  not 
blight  the  resolute  curves  of  lips  that  pride 
forbade  to  tremble  ? 

"Forward!  by  the  right  flank;  forward!" 
again  and  again  repeated  far  to  right  and  left, 
until  it  becomes  an  echo. 

And  through  a  thicket,  blind  and  inter- 
minable ;  over  abattis  of  fallen  trees ;  through 
swamps,  and  ditches,  and  brush-heaps;  and 
once—a  glorious  breath  ine-space— across  a  half 
acre  of  open  field,  the  obedient  troops  move  on. 
How  long,  and  weaxy,  and  expectant  the  strug- 
gling march  is,  wilh  the  hollow  roar  of  that 
fight  sounding  nearer  and  nearer  in  tiie  hot  air ! 
Sometimes  the  eyes  of  the  men  sink  to  note  a 
by-path  in  the  forest,  like  that  which  many  a 
one  has  travelled  in  old  days  to  some  old  spring 
of  home-like  memory.  And  here  is  the  ** birr*' 
of  a  bullet,  like  that  which  startled  one  who 
heard  it  one  summer  afternoon,  when  a  brother 
hunter  was  careless,  and  fired  at  a  partridge  as 
he  stood  in  ran^e.  The  bee-like  sounds  are 
thicker  on  this  ridge ;  in  the  forest,  a  Httle  way 
ahead,  there  is  a  crackling,  roaring  tumult,  sea- 
soned with  wild  cheers. 

The  Fifth  corps  has  begun  the  fight  in  ear- 
nest— Griffin  is  pressing  on.  Wadsworth,  and 
Robinson,  and  Crawford  are  going  in ;  the  latter 
on  the  left,  supported  by  Getty,  is  advancing 
toward  the  enemy  at  Parker's  store.    Behind 


Crawford  and  Getty,  who  are  on  tiie  Oranf^ 
Court-house  road,  is  tiie  junction  of  that  and  tiie 
Brock  road,  up  .which,  from  the  directioD  of 
Chanoellorsville,  Hancock  is  advancing  to  make 
connection.  That  is  the  vital  point— 4hatjimo> 
tion ;  to  be  held  against  all  odos  unto  the  death, 
else  the  army  is  severed. 

To  hold  the  enemy  all  along  the  line  in  dieck, 
to  prevent  his  massing  any  forces  in  our  front 
upon  that  point,  the  Fifth  oorps  is  pressing  on, 
and  the  Sixth  corps  is  about  to  enter. 

Here,  marching  through  the  forest  with  Gen- 
eral John  Sedgwick  and  his  officers,  between 
the  first  and  second  lines  of  battle  of  that  gmd 
old  corps,  which  has  left  its  marie  in  blood  on 
every  great  battle-field  in  Virginia,  we  can  bear 
but  not  see  the  prepress  of  the  contest  in  front 
and  on  the  left  We  hear  thai  Griffin  and  Wadfl- 
worth,  after  gallantly  charging  the  enemy,  ad- 
vancing over  two  lines  of  works,  have  met  with 
superior  numbers,  have  fought  oourageonalj, 
but  have  been  pushed  back.  The  cannon  tibat 
spake  a  moment  ago  are  silent  They  were  two 
guns  of  Captain  Winslow's  (Second  MasBacbn^ 
setts)  battery,  the  horses  of  which  have  been 
killed,  the  men  of  which  have  been  sordy  preee- 
ed,  and  which  have  been  spiked  and  abandoned. 
We  hear  that  Crawford's  division  of  PeniwylTa- 
nia  Reserves,  sent  forward  to  Parker's  store  to 
check  the  surging  tide  of  Hill's  troops,  ponrinc 
on  to  attack  that  junction  of  two  roads  on  wbitiK 
so  much  depends,  have  been  hurled  back  by  the 
same  overwhelming  pressure  that  forces  Wada- 
worth,  and  that  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment has  been  captured.  We  bear  that  every- 
where the  enemy  is  strongly  posted,  eviwrywhere; 
on  height,  in  the  dense  forest,  using  occasioDal 
open  fields  in  the  rear  for  artillery,  but  forcing 
us  to  attack  in  positions  where  the  vse  of  oorl 
own  artillery  is  impossible.  A  cunning  and  a 
deceitful  foe,  knowmg  of  old  the  spknoid  aim 
and  discipline  of  our  batteries,  now  compdled 
to  silence. 

The  air  is  stifling,  the  sun  sends  its  rayi 
down  through  the  jagged  limbs  of  the  diappfr* 
ral  around  like  red  hot  qpears.  This  mardi  ii 
long,  these  bullets  from  an  unseen  foe  are  staiBf 
ing  some  sleeves  and  jackets  too  soon.  OnS— 
for  our  share  of  the  battle  cannot  too  soon  be 
over. 

They  are  there  at  last;  the  bushwhadon, 
thick  as  the  sprigs  and  leaves  that  partly  I ' ' 
their  treacherous  fiaces.  As  the  ponderous 
tle4ine  of  the  Sixth  corps  swings  into  leTol 
their  front,  it  sends  a  voUev  in  greeting 
thins  those  faces  even  as  a  wmd  of  autumn  i 
ing  through  an  oak.  Gkneral  Ric^etts  is  on  thi 
left.  General  Wright  next.  General  Neill,  of  t^ 
Second  division,  whose  iron  brieade  is  made  uf 
of  men  who  never  flinched  a  desperate  strait 
holds  the  right  of  the  line  in  support 

The  fighting— who  shall  describe  it  ?    Kot 
thousand  men  can  be  seen  at  once,  yet  for 
in  the  front  thousands  are  engaged.    The  V4 
leyed  thunders  of  the  combat  roQ  among 
glens  and  ravines  hoarser  and  higher  than 
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Tdeei  of  in  Eaatem  jungle.  The  woods  are 
a]i?e  with  cries  and  explosions,  and  the  shrill 
tnfikkUter  of  mosketry.  One  cannon,  pitched 
aftf,  times  the  wild  tomolt  like  a  tolling 
belL  The  smoke  is  a  shroud  about  our  heroes ; 
there  is  not  wind  Plough  to  lift  it  into  a 
euiopy. 

And  now,  oat  of  the  concealed  and  awful 
•oeosry  whore  the  fight  goes  on,  there  come 
die  mills  it  has  wrought  in  shapes  borne  in 
blankets  and  on  litters —maimed,  tortured,  writh- 
og;  with  eyes  dull  with  the  stupor  of  coming 
death,  or  bright  vrith  delirious  &e.  Listen  to 
flie hdl raging  beyond  and  below;  behold  this 
deot,  piteous  procession,  that  emerges  oease- 
k«ly,  and  passes  on.  Into  and  out  of  the  or- 
deal of  fire ;  from  the  pride  of  the  ranks  to  the 
aoSeiiDg  of  the  hospital,  Aese  forms  have  been, 
lad  come,  and  are  of  no  more  avaiL  Who  stands 
at  nie  beitween  a  battle  and  these  ghasdv  effects, 
nd  keeps  not  the  banner  of  the  future  his  men- 
td  vision,  had  better  let  bis  thought  be  still. 
For  else  he  does,  that  err  of  the  human  always 
evoked  by  human  su&ring  cannot  be  kept 
down  in  a  presence  like  this. 

Two  o'clock.  In  the  momentary  calm  that 
anb  T^n  the  forest  in  front  we  can  hear  a 
kmder  conflict  gathering  and  growing  on  the  left. 
Tkere  Grawfora  has  ^n  driven  back ;  there 
the  eoemy  are  pressing  in  hordes  down  the 
turnpike,  to  sain  the  junction  of  the  Brock  road. 
Oettf  has  advanced  and  met  them.  Hancock 
Inecome  up  at  last,  and  Bimey  is  going  in  on 
dethr^s  right  Mott  and  Barlow  are  forming  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  and  Gibbon's  division  is 
oooiQg  up  as  a  reserve.  The  enemy  are  checked, 
Int  tbeir  concentration  continues.  Troops  are 
ieat  to  ^  left  trom  the  Fifth  corps,  and  by  four 
e'dock  General  Hancock  is  in  command  of  half 
the  army  in  action. 

Aod  now,  from  left  to  right  the  sound  of  the 
Aock  of  battle  arises  anew.  Hancock  is  ad- 
nodog,  Sedgwick  is  advancing,  Warren  is  in 
lirtial  wait  Along  the  left  a  guttural,  oceanic 
nar  prevails,  without  an  interval  of  rest  Like 
igreit  engine,  dealing  death,  the  Second  corps 
ttd  its  supports  move  forward,  taking  equal 
death  in  return.  Companies  fedl,  regiments  are 
thimted,  brigades  melt  away.  Stricken  in  the 
kead  by  a  bullet,  (General  Alexander  Hayes, 
mmanding  the  Second  brigade  of  Birney's  di- 
vinoii,  has  roUed  from  his  horse,  dead.  Gen- 
ttii  Getty  is  wounded ;  Colonel  Carroll,  com- 
Mding  the  Third  brigade  of  the  Second  divi- 
■o^  it  wounded ;  a  host  of  line'  officers  are 
itricken  low ;  the  enemy  fights  like  a  demon, 
tet  the  ^ht  moves  on. 

Sedgw^  moves  on,  breaking  the  enemy's 
be  for  a  moment,  and  taking  four  or  five  hun- 
wwi  prisoners.  There  are  ripples  of  disaster 
oe  an  the  line,  but  they  are  quickly  repaired. 

fifowly,  for  the  enemy  is  stubborn ;  slower  yet 
A  &e  extreme  right,  toward  the  river,  for  the 
*aBy  there  has  massed  another  force,  and 
itnvet  to  break  our  flank.  He  finds  a  rook,  and 
ioQgh  be  checks  our  advance,  though  hundreds 


of  soldiers  make  the  obeisance  of  death  before 
him,  he  does  not  come  on. 

And  as  the  day  dies,  and  the  darkness 
creeps  up  from  the  west,  altboueh  no  cheer 
of  victory  swells  through  the  Wilderness  from 
either  side,  we  have  accomplished  this  much  at 
least,  with  much  sore  loss :  the  concentration  of 
our  army,  the  holding  of  the  junction  of  tiie 
Orange  Court-house  and  Brock  roads ;  the  turn- 
ing back  of  the  enemv's  right  flank  from  our 
path  toward  Richmond,  and  the  average  gain  of 
a  half  mile  of  ground. 

BATTLB  OF  FBIDAT,  MAT  SIX. 

It  win  be  seen  that  the  battle  just  partially 
sketched  was  a  forced  battle,  consisting  for  the 
most  part  of  a  series  of  assaults  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  the  position  obtained  Thursday 
morning,  and  effecting  the  junction  of  the  army. 
The  uncertainty  of  the  situation  had  prevented 
the  full  and  combined  exertion  of  our  strength, 
and  as  Longstreet  had  not  yet  been  heard  of,  it 
was  surmised  that  the  enemy  would  prove  him- 
self in  stronger  force  on  ^e  morrow.  During 
the  night  the  sound  of  axes  and  tailing  frees  in 
our  front  showed  that  the  foe  intended  to  con- 
test his  position  on  the  morrow  behind  new  de- 
fences. Our  lines  were  consolidated  and  freshly 
posted,  the  three  corps  retaining  their  respect- 
ive positions — ^Warren  in  the  cenfre,  Sedgwick 
on  the  right,  Hancock  on  the  left,  the  latter  still 
having  the  lion's  share  of  froops,  gathered  from 
all  the  corps. 

An  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the 
whole  army  at  five  o'clock  Friday  morning,  until 
which  time,  save  slight  skirmishing  in  the  night, 
fighting  was  suspended,  and  the  froops  cdept 
upon  £eir  arms,  disposed  as  follows : 

On  the  right  of  General  Sedgwick's  line, 
nearest  the  river,  were  three  regiments  of  Gen- 
eral Shaler's  brigade— the  Sixtv-fifth  New  York 
Chasseurs,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second 
New  York,  and  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvwiia ; 
(General  Seymour's  brigade,  of  Ricketts'  division^ 
connected  on  the  left  Next  came  General 
Neill's  brigade,  composed  of  the  Forty-third, 
Forty-ninth,  and  Seventy-seventh  New  York, 
the  Seventh  Maine,  and  the  Sixty-first  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers.  Next  came  Qp ton's  and 
Russell's  brigades  of  the  First  divison ;  and  last 
Ae  Second  brigade,  of  the  Third  division,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Smith.  A  second  and  thfrd 
line  of  battle,  supporting  the  cenfre,  was  formed 
of  the  New  Jersev  brigade  and  the  Fourth  New 
York  heavy  artiflery.  The  other  brigades,  of 
Ricketts'  and  Getty's  division,  were  still  de- 
tached, and  acting  with  the  Fifth  and  Second 
corps. 

General  Warren's  command  was  still  reduced 
to  the  two  divisions  of  Crawford  and  Griffin  and 
a  brigade  of  Robinson  s,  €teneral  Wadsworth 
and  Robinson  being  under  command  of  ELancock. 
The  lines  formed  by  the  two  commands  of  Gren- 
ends  Warren  and  Sedgwick  sfretched  from  near 
the  river  through  the  forest,  across  the  roa^i 
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leading  to  Locust  Grove,  to  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  Orange  Conrt-honse  road. 

Across  this  road,  and  far  to  the  left,  the  troops 
led  by  Hancock  were  disposed — Colonel  Oar- 
roU's  and  General  Hayes'  (now  Colonel  Crocker's} 
brigades  on  the  right,  ana  Generals  Ward's  ana 
Owen's  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  thoroughfare. 
The  three  brigades  of  General  (Betty's  division 
of  the  Sixth  corps,  commanded  bv  Generals 
Eostis,  Wheaton,  and  Grant,  were  m  support 
General  Mott's  division,  of  the  Second  corps, 
adjoined  on  the  left — ^the  whole  left  of  this  line 
being  under  command  of  Birney.  The  divisions 
of  Generals  Gibbon  and  Barlow  formed  the  left 
of  the  line,  under  command  of  Gibbon.  Onr 
cavalry  were  operating  still  further  on  the  left, 
and  the  left  flank  of  the  army  was,  for  the  &rst 
time,  in  a  position  strongly  supported  by 
artillery. 

At  precisely  twenty  minutes  before  five 
o'clock,  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  anticipated 
and  took  from  us  the  opening  honors  of  the 
intended  attack,  by  throwing  Siemselves,  with 
considerable  impetus,  against  our  left  and  left 
centre.  They  were  repulsed  and  driven  back 
by  the  Sixth  corps,  which  accomplished  the 
work  in  time  to  join  the  advance  movement 
begun  at  five  o'clock  by  most  of  the  army. 

The  right  of  Hancock's  forces,  swinging  on 
the  left  like  a  pivot,  pushed  on  in  advance  of 
Griffin  and  Crawford,  leaving  a  gap  there.  The 
flank  thus  exposed  was  at  once  supported  by 
General  Wadsworth's  division  and  iiio  brigade 
of  General  Webb  in  time  to  repulse  an  effort  of 
the  enemy  i^ainst  it  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
determined  fighting  of  Hancock's  troops  had 
won  a  mile  and  a  half  of  ground,  part  of  which 
was  open  in  their  front,  charged  and  taken  a 
portion  of  the  enemy's  line  of  rifle-pits,  together 
with  several  hundred  prisoners,  and  were  stiU 
fighting,  lacking  ammanition. 

Meanwhile,  the  Sixth  corps  was  thundering 
in  the  forest  below,  with  musketry  and  a  few 
scattered  cannon.  The  enemy's  artillery  was 
not  silent ;  it  began  early  to  play  bass  above 
the  infernal  falsetto  of  musketry  that  drowned 
the  fair  sounds  and  songs  of  early  morning. 

A  battle  fought  upon  the  field,  seen  from 
some  height,  or  even  watched  from  the  midst 
of  its  own  danger,  has  a  conspicuous  sublimity 
which  dulls  the  sense  of  horror.  Carry  the 
same  fight  into  the  depth  of  a  jungle ;  watch  it  or 
listen  to  it,  if  you  can,  without  a  ghastly  thrilL 

There,  in  the  deptlis  of  those  ravines,  under 
the  shadows  of  those  trees,  entangled  in 
that  brushwood,  is  no  pomp  of  war,  no 
fluttering  of  banners  in  an  unhindered  breeze, 
no  solid  tramp  of  marching  battalions,  no 
splendid  strategy  of  the  fields  Napoleon 
loved  to  fight  on.  There  a  Saturnalia, 
dioomy,  hideous,  desperate,  rages  confined. 
That  metallic,  hollow  rack  of  musketry  is 
like  the  clanking  of  great  chains  about  the 
damned ;  that  sullen  yell  of  the  enemy,  a  fiecdish 
protest  and  defiance.  How  the  hours  lae ;  aow 
each  minute  is  freighted  with  a  burden  &at  the 


days  would  have  groaned  to  bear  in  ofiier 
times  I  Still  the  end,  shuddering  procession, 
emergiDg  out  of  the  smoke  and  tumult  and  pav- 
ing on.  Still  the  appealing  eyes  aad  clenched 
hands  and  quivering  limbs  of  human  creatures, 
worse  than  helpless,  whose  fightLng  is  or^ 
The  paths  are  full  of  them;  the  woods  tie 
thick  with  them;  the  forest  seems  to  take 
up  the  slow  movement,  and  move  witii  ^m, 
like  giants  hovering  over  the  funeral  of  liH- 
putians.  Piled  in  ambulances,  they  move  on 
further  yet,  while  the  torture  of  battle  plies 
on  below,  making  more  victims.  Here  and 
there,  beside  some  path,  you  shall  see  a  heaped 
blanke  t,  labelled  by  some  thoughtful  bearer  widi 
the  name  the  corpse  beneath  it  bore  in  life ;  hece 
and  there  you  slmll  come  across  a  group  of  men 
bending  over  one  wounded  past  help,  and  dying  ! 
an  agonized  death.  And  often — too  often--4i6 
shameful  spectacle  of  one  bearing  a  weapon,  un* 
hurt,  pallia  and  fear-stricken,  flits  through  an 
opening  toward  the  rear  and  is  gone.  Ton 
shall  meet  with  soldiers  in  groups  of  one,  or 
two,  or  three,  hidden  in  some  thidcet  or,  cooUy 
making  coffee  by  the  roadside.  A^d  hearing 
the  roar  of  the  battle  below,  and  seeing  the 
bloody  trails  of  the  battle  behind,  it  shall  he  a 
glad  thing  to  see  these  men  hunted  by  oflScen 
back  with  curses  to  the  ranks,  to  share  the  dan- 
gers of  their  nobler  comrades. 

About  this  battle  there  is  a  horrible  fascinattoD. 
It  is  like  a  maelstrom.  You  feel  it  sucking  joa 
in,  and  you  go  nearer  to  see  men  fall  like  those 
you  have  seen  fiedlen.  Down  through  &e  break, 
underneath  the  edges  of  the  smoke,  where  the 
bullets  are  thick  and  the  trunks  of  trees,  likt 
the  ranks  of  men,  sway  and  fall  with  the  smiting 
of  sheUs,  you  have  a  little  view  of  &e  courage 
and  tiie  carnage  of  this  fight  Thtt«  are  m  \ 
enemy,  retreated  to  the  breastwcH-ks — a  ragged 
pile  of  fallen  trees  and  heaped-up  earth^hidiqg 
their  heads,  spitting  lead  and  flame.  Here  ii 
the  Sixth  corps — what  yon  can  see  of  it- 
plunging  on,  firing  continually,  tnmUing  over 
branches  and  limbs,  sinking  waist  deep  in 
swamps,  fighting  with  its  might  and  bleeding  al 
at  every  pore.  The  troops  of  the  First  diyisioBy 
under  Wright,  are  martyred  for  a  time  in  a  nr 
vine  swept  by  musketry  in  front,  and  by  a  cross- 
fire of  artillerv  from  right  and  left  The  few 
guns  that  we  have  posted  to  the  left  have  fooe- 
ral  voices  for  our  enemy  on  the  ridge,  perishing 
beneath  the^  fire  in  scores.  The  ridge  is  taken, 
the  divisiib  breathes  once  more,  but  on  corns 
the  enemy,  an  avalanche  of  greater  numbers, 
pushing  us  back.  Not  much  headway  can  be 
made  in  a  place  like  this  against  positions  lik^ 
these,  and  although  at  eleven  o'clock,  when  a 
lull  drops  upon  the  field,  not  more  than  half  d 
mile  of  ground  has  been  gained,  and  the  enemy^ 
works  are  not  taken.  J 

Before  noon,  the  gap  still  existii^  between 
Hancock's  advanced  Ime  and  the  left  of  Wa^ 
ren's  was  made  the  opportunity  of  the  enei^y. 
Burnside  was  expected,  but  Bumsidels  troopi 
were  not  in  position.    They  were  on  the  wij\ 
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The  forces  of  Kill  and  Longstreet — the  latter 
hiTing  arrived  at  this  time— were  massed  in  a 
ennd  attack,  intended  to  envelop  Hancock  on 
both  flanks.  Of  the  details  of  the  fighting  that 
emaed  I  know  bat  little.  The  brigade  of 
Colonel  Frank,  on  the  extreme  left,  was  broken, 
and  fell  back  precipitately.  The  pressure  was 
BO  ^t  along  the  whole  line  of  the  command 
thus  aasanlted  that  it  was  also  broken  in  several 
phces.  Portions  of  the  front  line  retreated  in 
disorder.  Officers  who  commanded  there,  com- 
manded in  some  instances  troops  not  their  own, 
utd  of  whose  fightine  qualities  they  knew  noth- 
ing—those  officers  did  their  best,  but  could 
not  stem  panic.  Gleneral  Wads  wortii ,  galloping, 
appealing,  commanding,  fell  from  his  horse  in 
the  front  of  the  battle,  deserted  by  more  than 
half  his  titMps.  As  gallant  a  brigadier-general 
as  commands  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  find- 
ing himself  at  last  alone,  with  the  remains  of 
one  true  regiment  still  standing  to  its  work, 
locked  around  disgusted,  grief-stricken,  and  in 
ai^,  and  told  that  regiment  to  ''run  like 
sheep."    The  enemy  came  on  and  on. 

Two  divisions  of  Bumside's  corps  under  Park 
and  Wilcox,  were  marched  np  and  put  in  on  the 
left  of  Warren,  and  (reneral  Stevenson's  division 
nbeeqoently  marched  in,  connecting  with  Bir- 
V0J  on  Hancock's  right  By  this  means  the 
effi)rt  of  the  enemy  to  pierce  our  centre  was 
stayed,  our  line  of  battle  was  made  secure  be- 
md  the  intrenchments  from  which  we  had  ad- 
^aoced  in  the  morning,  and  the  enemy  were 
forced  to  fall  back  in  turn. 

There  was  a  lull  in  the  battle ;  a  regathering 
of  armies.  The  persistent  enemy  did  not  give 
wp  their  purpose  ;  they  were  marshalling  men- 
•oog  battalions  in  front  of  the  Second  corps 
tnd  Bomside.    They  meant  to  attack  again. 

It  came,  at  half-past  four  o'clock ;  and  our  left 
wing,  which  had  advanced,  regaining  some  of 
^  ground  after  the  disaster  of  the  forenoon, 
vas  again  pushed  back  nearly  to  the  Brock 
nad.  The  shock  of  the  assault  stove  in  the 
brigades  of  General  Stevenson,  and  forced  the 
diTiuoQs  on  his  left  temporarily  out  of  the 
hceastworks,  which  were  set  on  fire.  A  portion 
of  Geoeral  Gibbon's  troops  swung  to  the  right 
aod  formed  in  rear;  the  line  was  at  Jast 
Mtored  along  the  whole  length,  and  the  enemy 
maa  flung  back  with  immense  slaughter.  The 
rat  and  centre  of  the  army  thus  having  attacked 
ttd  been  attacked  throughout  the  d^y,  stood 
inn  at  last — the  field  and  forest  floor  before  it 
■od  around  it  strewn  with  its  and  the  enemy's 
<iead,  sod  throbbing  with  its  wounded.  It  had 
^^  in  the  course  of  the  day  many  prisoners ; 
it  held  a  larger  part  of  the  field  than  that 
occupied  in  me  morning;  its  losses  were  se- 
tere. 

A  inllen  silence  now  for  a  little  while,  if 
■leiK»  that  may  be  called  which  is  stabbed  at 
iov  intervals  by  the  sound  of  cannon  that  will 
Bfref  be  stilL  Sink^  sun ;  £al1,  shadows ;  come 
^t»and  shroud  these  horrors  that  the  day 
■I  wrought  1    These   dead   that   cannot   be 


buried  need  some  mantle  to  cover  them.  These 
shattered  lives,  crying  for  help  from  every  glen 
and  field,  and  roadside — hide  them  from  those 
to  whom  it  is  enough  to  hear  their  despairing 
struggles  I 

The  camples  are  lighted,  the  darkness 
gathers  apace ;  the  battle,  we  hope,  is  over. 

No !  whatever  we  may  hope,  the  enemy  does 
not  will  it  If  one  could  watch  where  none 
can  watch,  in  the  gloom  of  the  Wilderness,  he 
would  see  now  a  dark  column,  stealing  out  on 
the  ri^ht  from  the  breastworlra  of  the  foe, 
divergmg  through  the  forest  around  our  right 
flank  toward  the  river,  silently  turning  that 
flank,  creeping  slowly  into  its  rear,  and  actually 
putting  up  a  dight  breastwork  between  it  and 
our  unsuspecting  front  line,  that  part  imme- 
diately exposed  being  the  troops  of  Seymour 
and  Shaler,  where  they  were  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  day's  battle.  He  would  see  this 
flanking  line  of  the  enemy  lying  in  wait,  while 
another  and  stronger  column,  emerging  from  the 
same  breastwork  it  had  vacated,  formed,  pre- 
paratory to  an  attack.  All  this  between  six  and 
■even  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  the  darkness,  and  while 
our  men  were  engaged  upon  their  own  breast- 
work by  the  Ught  of  blinding  fires. 

Down  this  last  column  comes,  breaking  the 
stillness  with  yeUs,  and  sending  a  volley  calcu- 
lated to  make  each  individual  hair  upon 
the  heads  of  &e  devoted  troops  of  Shaler  and 
Seymour,  erect  itself  to  a  perpendicular.  The 
charge  is  resistless ;  Seymour's  line  is  doubled 
up,  rolled  over,  and  carried  away  in  an  instant ; 
that  of  Shaler  fares  not  much  better.  These  are 
troops  not  of  the  old  Sixth  corps ;  some  of  them 
Milroy's  men,  but  who  have  nevertheless  borne 
themselves  gallantly  in  the  two  days'  fighting. 
Taken  prisoners,  flying,  finding  the  rebel  line  in 
their  rear,  turning  back  to  seek  some  other  way, 
amid  the  storm  of  bullets,  a  few  finding  their 
way  out  at  last  and  reaching  the  Gkrmania 
plank-road  a  mile  in  rear,  they  are  a  parlous 
sight 

And  now  is  seen  General  John  Sedgwick  and 
the  gallant  young  officers  upon  his  stafif  plung- 
ing about  in  the  midst  of  this  melee,  and  build- 
ing up  order  out  of  the  ruin.  That  presence  of 
the  grand  old  commander — ^his  hat  ofif,  his 
bridle  dropped,  a  pistol  in  one  hand  and  a 
sword  in  the  other — ^is  like  an  incarnate  rebuke 
to  these  fugitives — an  assurance  of  safety  pre- 
venting further  panic.  The  enemy  come  on, 
raging  over  the  ruins  of  this  route,  but  to  no 
ftuther  conquest.  For  there  is  a  line  of  steel 
which  cannot  be  broken — ^Neill's  mc^ificent 
brigade.  Against  it,  as  a  billow  against  a  rock, 
the  exultant  massess  of  the  enemy  faU  and 
break,  and  are  thrown  back,  and  retire,  while 
the  column  in  flank,  under  some  strange  spell 
which  has  kept  it  quiescent  through  all.  sneaks 
into  the  forest  toward  the^ver,  and  is  seen 
alike  no  more. 

But  the  mmic  appeased  in  front  is  not  over  in 
the  rear.  Down  to  the  plank-road  through  the 
woods,  dismay  in  their  faces  and  unutteraUe 
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speed  in  their  legs,  the  fagntives  of  the  fray 
are  still  pursued  hv  threatening  echoes.  The 
road  becomes  populous  with  them ;  their  tales 
of  horror  infuse  a  contagious  uncertainty  amonff 
officers  and  orderlies,  galloping  to  front  and 
rear.  The  ponderous  rumor  of  countless  hordes 
of  rebels  pouring  around  our  right  flank  and  al- 
ready coming  up  the  road  is  swung  from  mouth 
to  mouth,  until  it  smites  the  ears  of  the  team- 
sters of  the  Sixth  corps  wagon  train,  parked 
near  Wilderness  Tavern.    And  now  I 

Was  ever  a  panic  like  this  that  lays  hold  on 
the  souls  of  these  teamsters,  and  causes  an 
abandonment  of  suppers  and  hot  coffee,  cooking 
over  a  hundred  fires,  and  sets  the  lungs  of  stal- 
wart men  to  cursing,  and  their  hands  to  cruelly 
plying  whips,  and  the  heels  of  a  host  of  mules, 
and  the  wheels  of  a  hundred  lumbering  wagons 
rattling  and  clattering,  heaven  knows  where  1 

There  are  some  men  who  see  through  all  this 
easily  enough,  and  have  the  truth  out  of  it  in  a 
few  moments*  time.  Away  down  the  plank- 
road,  right  in  the  f&ceB  of  the  fugitives  coming 
out  of  the  woods,  a  bonfire  has  been  lighted.  A 
band  behind  it  is  pla3ring  "  Yankee  Doodle,"  and 
the  stampeders  are  then  called  upon  to  raUy. 
In  less  than  half  an  hour  quite  a  company  is  got 
together  by  this  means,  and  got  back' to  the 
ranks  of  the  Sixth  corps,  again  firm,  advanced, 
and  unmolested,  in  the  Wilderness. 

This  break  might  have  been  a  severe  thing 
had  the  enemy  been  fully  aware  of  his  advan- 
tages, but  he  evidently  was  not,  as  he  did  not 
push  them ;  as  it  was,  Grenerals  Shaler  and  Sey- 
mour, with  the  greater  part  of  their  commands, 
were  taken  prisoners. 

In  the  aftiernoon,  previous  to  the  evening  on 
which  this  misfortune  occurred,  a  number  of 
colored  regiments,  of  General  Ferrero's  com- 
mand, belonging  to  Bumside's  corps,  were  sent 
into  the  woods  in  rear  of,  and  between  the  right 
of  the  Sixth  corps  and  the  river.  What  those 
troops  were  doing,  or  where  they  were,  when 
the  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  above  de- 
scribed was  in  progress,  I  cannot  tell. 

SATUBDAT  AND  THE  IdQHT  MABCH. 

What  had  been  gained  in  the  two  days  of 
battle  and  bloodshed  just  closed  7 

Something,  on  the  first  day,  certainly,  after 
granting  that  the  fight  was  forced  upon  us 
urom  the  first  We  had  concentrated  our  army ; 
we  had  repulsed  the  attempt  of  the  foe  to 
pierce  our  centre;  we  had  held  our  own 
ground,  aqd  something  more.    We  held  our 

f  round  on  the  second  day,  and  a  little  more, 
et  the  field  was  the  same,  in  fact;  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  the  Wilderness  was  still  behind  our 
enemv.  The  headquarters  of  the  army,  estab- 
lished Thursday  morning  in  a  grove  of  pines 
near  Old  Wilderness  Tavern,  on  the  Gkrmania 
plank-road,  had  not  been  moved.  We  had  cap- 
tured some  prisoners  certainly — ^two  or  three 
thousand,  I  believe;  tiiie  enemy  had  suffered 
very  greatly  from  our  fire.  Our  own  losses 
were  estimated  at  about  twelve  thousand — fif- 


teen hundred  killed,  eight  thdfusand  wounded, 
and  the  remainder  prisoners  and  missing.  It  is 
doubtful — ^I  say  this  cautiously,  for  I  do  not 
know — whether  the  losses  of  the  enemj  were 
Quite  equal  to  our  own.  They  fought  more 
tnan  we  did  behind  intrenchments,  and  uaed 
a  little,  though  that  was  more,  artillery  than  we 
could  bring  to  bear. 

The  fact  seems  that  there  was  not  much 
gained,  nor  much  to  be  gained  on  either  side  bj 
fighting  on  such  nound.  It  was  irreverentlj 
said  by  an  officer  that  **  both  armies  appeared  to 
be  bumping ;  bumping,  to  see  which  coaM 
bump  the  hardest  I 

General  Lee  appears  to  have  made  up  hii 
mind  much  after  this  fashion;  and,  having 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  sought  on  our 
flank,  he  concluded  to  remain  quiescent  Gen- 
eral Grant  did  not  choose  to  take  the  offensive. 

Our  right  and  ri^ht<)entre  had  been  ordered 
round,  in  anticipation  of  another  flank  attadc 
during  the  previous  night,  and  the  right  iraw 
crossed  the  Germania  plank-road  ^bont  half 
way  between  Old  Wilderness  Tavern  and  what 
is  called  theSpottswood  House,  fiAcing  obliqaelj 
toward  the  nver.  It  was  strongly  supported 
by  the  whole  of  the  artillery  of  the  Sixth  coipi, 
posted  on  heights  in  the  centre,  and  on  rising 
ground  in  the  rear. 

Heavy  artillery  duelling  began  in  the  earir 
morning,  and  was  continued  at  intervals,  with 
occasional  musketry  ekirmiahing,  during  the 
day.  About  noon  a  rather  vigorous  demonstrft' 
tion  was  made  against  our  centre,  and  repelled 
by  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  corps,  and  a  battery 
which  obtained  position  in  the  woods.  Recon- 
noissances  in  the  afternoon  discovered  that  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  had  fallen  iMck  some 
distance.  The  news  of  Torbert's  sucoessfal 
engagement  with  Fitz  Hugh  Lee*s  cavahy  at 
Todd*s  tavern,  and  the  general  success  of  our 
cavalry  in  clearing  all  roads  to  the  front  and 
left,  was  refreshingly  told  during  the  day. 

General  Grant  mounted  one  of  his  splendid 
horses  at  headquarters  and  made  a  partial  toor 
along  the  lines.  General  Sedgwick  and  h\a 
staff,  weary  with  incessant  marohing  and  %ht- 
ing,  lounged  under  some  bushes  by  the  6e^ 
mania  phuik-road  side.  Greneral  Qrsxii  rode  up. 
(General  Sedgwick  went  out  to  meet  him. 

"  Don't  get  up,  General ;  I  just  came  down  f(S 
a  litHe  visit— that  is  aU  I"* 

The  Lientenant-General  had  a  taking  way 
with  him  when  he  chose— a  straightforward 
way,  Impropriate  to  the  men  he  met  The  two 
commanders  sat  down  by  the  road  and  talked  a 
quiet  talk.  The  day  grew  hotter ;  the  bristling 
lines  of  battle  stretcninff  through  ^e  woods, 
and  across  the  road,  ana  up  the  slope  behind 
them,  seethed  and  shimmered  in  the  sultry, 
dusty  air. 

No  serious  work  would  be  done  &at  day,  if 
all  the  signs  were  true. 

Generu  Grant  remounted,  rode  to  hea4QQB^ 
ters  in  the  pine  grove  up  the  road,  threw  nin- 
self  down  against  a  tree,  and  began  to  drowse. 
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A  drowsy  and  a  curious  scene :  The  Lieuten- 
iDt^koeral  here,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  one  leg  of 
ha  trowsers  slipped  above  his  boots,  his  hands 
limp,  his  coat  m  confusion,  his  sword  equip- 
meDts,  sprawling  on  the  eround ;  not  even  the 
weight  of  sleep  erasing  uiat  persistent  expres- 
sion of  the  lip  which  held  a  constant  promise 
of  some&ing  to  be  done.  And  there  at  the  foot 
of  another  tree,  is  General  Meade — a  military 
bat,  with  the  rim  turned  down  about  his  ears, 
tipping  a  scabbard  with  his  fingers,  and  gazing 
ahrtnctedlj  into  the  depths  of  the  earth  through 
eyeglasses  ^t  should  become  historic.  Gen- 
ml  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Staff— -a  spectacled, 
iroD^j,  middle-aged  officer,  of  a  pleasant  smUe 
iDdmaoner,  who  wears  his  trowsers  below  after 
die  maimer  of  leggins,  and  is  in  all  things  inde- 
pendent and  serene,  paces  yonder  to  and  fro. 
mt  rather  thick-flet  officer,  with  closely  trim- 
aed  whiskers,  and  the  kindest  of  eyes,  who 
Deyer  betrays  a  harsh  impatience  to  any  comer, 
is  AdjatanUseneral  Williams.  Gkneral  Hunt, 
Odd  of  Artillery,  a  hearty-faced,  frank-handed 
BttD,  whose  black  hair  and  whiskers  have  the 
least  touch  of  time,  lounges  at  the  foot  of  an- 
o&er  tree,  holding  lazy  converse  with  one  or 
tvo  members  of  his  staff.  Greneral  Ingalls,  Chief 
Qoarterraaster  of  the  army,  than  whom  no  more 
impertorbable,  efficient  or  courteous  presence 
ii  here,  plays  idly  and  smilingly  with  a  riding- 
whip,  toesing  a  telling  word  or  two  hither  and 
thither.  StaS  officers  and  orderlies,  and  horses, 
tkicUy  strew  the  grove.  The  sunlight  streams 
in,alittb  breeze  begins  to  sigh,  a  little  thought 
of  peace  has  come,  perhaps,  to  the  minds  of  these 
men  overladen  witn  thoughts  of  war. 

Not  long  I  For  war  is  in  all  the  land,  and  the 
oevi  of  it  outside  of  this  little  scene  of  the 
greatest  struggle,  is  presently  brought  by  a 
ineMei^er— the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
jurt  from  the  North.  As  the  Lieutenant-general, 
■fter  proper  greeting,  hears  the  news  of  Sher- 
lan's  and  Buder's  movement,  ordered  just  pre-' 
TWOS  to  the  march,  his  face  wears  lust  the 
offltest  complaisant  smile.  *'  We  shall  have  a 
fitde  thunder  elsewhere  preeenUy,"  he  thinks. 

There  is  the  cannonade  again,  right  in  our 
front  I  And  here  they  come,  one  by  one,  the 
v3e8t  missiles  ever  hurled  against  a  foe.  There 
can  be  on  earth  no  more  unearthly  sound  than 
^  suppressed,  vindictive  scream  of  an  ap- 
pnwching  bomb^ell.  Standing  in  the  forest, 
'hen  you  cannot  see  it,  but  can  only  hear  it,  the 
w»e  of  its  coming  is  a  hideous  threat  It  may 
be  death  giving  you  a  wild  warning  ere  it 
strikes;  it  may  be  that  it  comes  to  stnke  the 
wmptnion  beside  you  low  out  of  life ;  to  make 
•oine  ^t  of  ground  near,  where  a  group  is 
Bt>&ding,  a  phu^  of  disfigured  shapes  ana  ap- 
pklHng  cries. 

The  first  shell  of  the  cannonade  strikes  with  a 
lomewhat  startling  nearness,  bursting  just  be- 
jd«  the  grove  where  headquarters  are  lounging, 
wiling  an  orderly,  and  wounding  his  horse. 
Headquarters  do  not  move ;  the  sheUs  recede, 
^  or  three  fiiU  or  burst  in  the  air  widiout 


damage,  but  finally  one  plunges  into  a  mess  of 
artillerymen,  on  a  hillside  behind  the  grove,  de- 
molishing the  dinner  between  them,  and  wpund- 
ing  three  or  four  men.  A  sort  of  radiating  ske- 
daddle prevails  from  that  spot  on  the  instant, 
and  even  a  line  of  infantry  drawn  up  on  the  crest 
of  a  hiU  is  seen  to  slightly  waver.  It  is  difficult 
for  troops  to  stand  quiet  under  such  a  fire. 
They  feel  too  much  at  an  enemy's  mercy.  They 
would  rather  be  In  a  position  to  give  back  blow 
for  blow. 

This  is  only  an  episode.  The  day  wears  on, 
and  before  night  there  are  signs  of  something 
to  be  done. 

At  dusk  of  this  day,  Saturday,  the  seventh  in- 
stant, an  order  was  issued  for  the  whole  army 
to  move  toward  ^ottsylvani&  Court-house, 
via  Todd's  tavern.  Tlie  Fifth  corps  marched  in 
advance,  the  Sixth-corps  next,  Hancock  and 
Bumside  following.  The  Sixth  corps  marched 
on  the  Chancellorsville  road,  reaching  Piney 
Branch  Church  toward  the  latter  part  of  Sunday 
forenoon. 

Soon  after  dark,  Saturday  evening,  a  subdued 
and  impressive  murmur  began  to  rise  fk*om  the 
encampments  of  the  army.  A  strong  picket  line 
was  pushed  to  the  front,  and  an  appearance  of 
strength  was  kept  up  along  the  whole  line.  The 
fires  burned  brightly,  and  at  a  distance,  upon  the 
wooded  hillsides,  looked  like  the  lights  of  a  city. 
Standing  upon  an  eminence  at  the  junction  of 
the  Germania,  Chancellorsville,  and  Orange 
Court-house  roads,  along  which  the  tramp  of 
soldiers  and  the  rumble  of  wagon  trains  made  a 
smothered  din,  one  could  almost  imagine  him- 
self peering  down  through  the  darkness  on  the 
streets  of  a  metropolis  m  peace.  Back  in  the 
forest,  from  the  hospitsds,  nrom  the  fields,  from 
the  roadside,  the  wounded  were  being  gathered 
in  ambulances  for  the  long  night-journey.  That 
part  of  the  army  not  on  the  move  was  slumber- 
ing by  its  fires,  waiting  for  the  signal. 

A  cheer  in  front  of  the  junction  of  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  corps,  followed  by  a  crackle  of  mus- 
ketry, broke  in  upon  this  slumber.  The  enemy 
felt  of  our  position,  got  badly  hurt  in  the  pro- 
cess, and  retired.  The  march  went  on.  All 
throueh  the  night,  hurrying,  hurrying;  for  there 
wa8  danger  that  the  enemy  be  marching  too. 
The  privilege  of  rank  on  that  march  was  to 
sleep  a  little  by  the  roadside,  while  rank  and  file 
moved  on.  Down  from  the  backs  of  horses  into 
dusky  thickets  a  general  and  his  staff  occasion- 
ally descended,  to  slumber  sweetly  for  an  hour, 
and  then  move  forward.  The  root  of  a  tree,  the 
rut  of  a  road,  was  a  comforting  pillow ;  blessed 
was  the  slightest  billow  of  sleep,  after  the  work 
past,  and  before  the  work  of  the  morrow. 

The  morning  came,  misty  and  dull ;  but  it  was 
not  long  before  the  sun  burnt  the  fog  out  of  the 
air  and  set  the  earth  a  simmering.  And  then : 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  sufferings  of  men  and 
horses,  unhurt  and  able  to  tramp,  even  though 
each  step  was  heavy  with  a  weight  like  lead. 
I  only  think,  but  forbear  to  tell  minutely,  of  the 
pangs  of  the  hundreds  of  wounded,  rocked  and 
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racked  along  those  parched  roads — some  of  ne- 
cessity abandoned  for  the  present  along  the  road- 
sides !  Nothing  better  could  be  done  than  was 
done  for  these  men.  1  am  sure  that  titiere  was 
no  willing  neglect  Thej  could  not  be  left  in 
quiet  hospitals  while  the  army  moved  on ;  they 
must  move  on  with  it,  or  be  abandoned.  Tet 
every  man  who  rode  past  that  long  and  sulTor- 
ing  procession,  felt  the  hope  of  victory  in  his 
heart  rivalled  by  a  deep  wish  that  these  suffer- 
ers might  first  reach  a  quiet  haven. 


Doo.  69. 


BATTLES  OP  SPOTTSTLVANIA,  Vjl 

BATTUE  OF  SUNDAY,  MAY  8,  1864. 

Our  cavalry  penetrated  to  Spottsylvania 
Goiuirhouse  early  in  the  forenoon,  finding  the 
enemy's  dismounted  cavalry  there,  and  engag- 
ing &em.  Word  was  sent  back  to  Greneral 
\i\^ren  that  none  of  the  enemy's  infjftntry  were 
in  Cirout;  that  the  path  was  clear.  General 
Warren  was  then  on  the  road  below  Piney 
Branch  Church.  He  pushed  on  vigorously,  it 
is  said  that  he  neglected  to  throw  out  skir- 
mishers a  sufficient  distance.  When  Griffin's 
division,  in  the  advance,  emerged  from  a  dense 
forest,  and  entered  a  field  beyond,  it  came  sud- 
denly upon  a  column  of  Longstreet's  command, 
which  had  been  pushed  in  two  or  three  miles 
this  side  of  Spottsylvania  Court-house,  and  be- 
came hotly  engaged,  almost  without  warning. 
Bartlett's  brigade  suffered  fearfully.  The  whole 
division,  including  that  of  Robinson,  which  went 
in  immediately  on  the  left, received,  in  addition  to 
the  musketrr  fire  in  front,  a  storm  of  grape  and 
shell  from  front  and  flank.  Longstreet,  who 
was  marching  with  his  whole  force  in  parallel 
lines  with  us,  had  stationed  a  battery  on  tiie 
right,  commanding  the  junction  of  roads  where 
Griffin  first  met  the  enemy.  The  troops, 
although  fighting  bravely,  were  terribly  de- 
cimated, and  gave  way.  General  Robinson  fell, 
wounded  in  the  1^.  General  Warren,  in  per- 
son, rallied  the  division.  Crawford's  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves  came  up  and  steadily 
advanced  into  the  breach,  firing  telling  volleys. 
Their  advance  was  continued  beyond  the  woods, 
through  a  field,  and  down  into  a  swampy  wood 
beyond,  the  enemy  fiEdling  back  and  leaving  a 
number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands,  chiefly  of 
Hood's  Twenty-first  Mississippi  and  Colonel 
Manuing^s  Thnrd  Arkansas  regiments.  The 
latter  officer  was  captured.  By  this  time  the 
troops  in  the  rear  had  been  partially  reformed, 
and  Crawford's  reserves  fell  back  to  join  the 
general  line.  At  half-past  two  o'clock  the 
second  advance  b^gan.  The  enemy  was  found 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  but  no  attack  was  or- 
dered. Bkirmishing  continued  about  three 
hours,  when  the  troops  were  recalled  and  new 
lines  were  formed,  to  which  was  added  that  of 
the  Sixth  corps;  General  Wright's  division,  if  I 
remember  correctly^  forming  on  the  right,  and 


the  remaining  divisions  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth 
corps. 

At  half-past  rix  o'clock  the  order  for  a  gene- 
ral attack  was  given.  The  ememy  (Ewell  having 
by  this  time  come  up)  waa  strongly  posted  m 
the  forest,  along  the  second  crest  l^yond.  Oar 
advance  was  steadily  made  to  the  foot  of  the 
second  hill,  when  the  ^emy's  fire  was  first  eo- 
oountered.  A  splendid  charge  was  made  with 
valuing  success ;  the  artillery  assisting— the 
artillery  of  the  enemy  replying.  General  Getty's 
division  of  the  Sixth  corps  (now  commanded  07 
Greneral  Neill)  rushed  into  the  fire  and  up  to  the 
works  in  their  front,  carrying  the  position. 
Some  of  the  troops  of  the  Fifth  corps  wavered. 
Crawford's  division  in  front  had  advanced  nearir 
to  the  enemy's  lino,  when  the  terrific  fire  shook 
their  ranks  to  pieces.  They  fell  back,  were 
rallied,  advanced  again,  again  feD  back,  were 
rallied  again  and  again,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
engagement  had  failed  to  take  the  work.  Firing 
ceased  about  half-past  eight  o'clock ;  the  first 
rid^e  in  front  of  the  enemy  was  gained,  and  our 
enture  line  was  there  formed  and  intrenched. 
Meanwhile  General  Bumside's  forces  had 
marched  to  the  left,  Hancock  had  come  up  o& 
the  right,  and  lay  in  support  along  the  Fioey 
Branch  road. 

Sunday  night,  therefore,  found  the  army  ad- 
vanced, intrenched,  facing  the  enemy  north- 
west of  Spottsylvania  Court-house,  in  an 
irregular,  but  more  semi-circular  than  other- 
wise, line.  StUl  in  the  midst  of  a  forest,  with 
occasional  patehes  of  open  field,  but  able  to 
make  ito  strength  felt  along  at  least  seven  miles 
of  country.  The  artillery  had  position  at  last, 
though  its  aim  could  be  directed,  in  few  in- 
stances, by  the  eye.  Ito  range,  for  the  most 
part,  had  to  be  determined  on  purely  scientific 
prmciples,  and  ike  engineering  skill  of  the  army 
had  to  be  called  upon  for  ih&t  purpose.  Re- 
oonnoissances  and  scoute,  to  ascertain  the  exact 
position  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  line,  and 
works,  and  batteries,  were  sent  out  at  nigh^ 
and  from  the  information  thus  derived,  the  aim 
of  almost  every  piece  of  artillery  used  on  oar 
side  was  calculated.  The  reporte  of  prisoners, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  intrencb- 
mento,  taken  by  us  from  time  time,  reveal  bow 
sure  and  deadly  was  the  fire  of  our  guns,  evea 
under  these  embarrassing  circumstances.  Those 
of  the  rebels  must  have  been  fired  upon  moch 
the  same  principle,  for,  except  in  the  occasional 
open  spaces  alluded  to,  the  bnes  of  both  armies 
were  invisible  to  the  artilleristo  on  both  sideSi 
during  all  these  terrible  batties. 

There  were  hew  hospitals  for  the  wounded 
that  night,  and  new  wounded  to  fill  them. 
Ambulances  were  sent  back  along  the  line  of 
march  to  gather  in  those  who  had  been  left,  and 
to  bring  them  to  shelter  and  attendance, 
filessed  was  the  cooling  darkness,  blessed  tbs 
silence  of  t^e  forest  tlmt  fell  around  tiie  tired 
army  and  these  bleeding  proofs  of  hard  battifl^ 
after  the  fi^ ht  was  over.  Thousands  slept, 
awaiting  their  turn  to-morrow ;  thousands  slept^ 
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oanj  to  deep  no  more.  Walking  among  the 
white  tents,  where  surgeons  and  nnrses  were 
monDiiriog  amonethe  wounded,  one  asked  a 
(boM  qaestioQ :  When  is  this  to  end  ? 

lo  one  comer  of  a  hospital  tent,  as  in  many 
others  that  night,  lay  a  dying  man-^-a  lieutenant 
in  one  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments,  engaged 
dnring  the  afternoon.  Type  of  a  thousand 
officers,  who,  like  him,  have  heen  thus  stricken 
ud  have  thus  died,  his  last  moments  demanded 
the  hash  and  i>ause  rendered  by  all  feet  and 
Toices  in  that  tent  His  face,  turned  away  from 
the  battle-fiel^d,  looked  toward  the  North.  A 
handsome,  noble  face  it  was,  shadowed  by  dark 
hair,  and  saddened  by  the  droop  of  a  dark  mus- 
tadie.  His  breast  was  bare;  a  bandage  was 
drawn  across  it,  covering  a  wound,  the  pain  of 
which  disturbed  him  no  more.  He  lay  quietly 
breathing,  as  if  asleep.  He  was  not  asleep, 
however,  for  presently,  as  two  or  three  standing 
b7b^;an  to  say  among  themselves  that  it  would 
soon  be  over,  he  put  a  pale  hand,  that  trembled 
fike  an  aspen,  4pwn  beneath  his  shirt  upon  tlie 
other  side,  and  drew  forth  what  might  have 
been  expected,  a  dull,  soiled  velvet  ambrotype 
case,  which  he  held  a  few  moments,  without 
ittempting  to  open.  One  who  stood  there  felt 
iostioctively  that  the  dying  man  wished  but 
ooald  not  ask  him  to  stoop  over  where  he '  lay. 
That  one  bent  to  hear  a  faint,  broken  whisper, 
beseeching  him  to  take  the  velvet  case  and  nnd 
the  one  who  wore  the  face  within  it,  and  give 
it  back  with  the  blessing  of  a  lover. 

It  would  have  been  well,  perhaps,  had  the  one 
who  thus  accepted  this  trust  unclasped  the  case 
b^ore  the  hand  from  which  he  took  it  had 
pown  quite  cold  and  motionless.  Else,  having 
^ked,  he  might  have  whispered  into  the  duS 
ear  of  the  dying  lieutenant  promise  of  a 
Boror  and  speedier  meeting  with  the  girl  he 
loTed  than  ne  could  have  had  but  for  this 
dsj's  dark  late.  For  it  happened  that  he,  tiie 
living,  tknew  that  she,  too,  had  died,  and 
awaited  somewhere  the  coming  of  what  had 
JQBt  departed. 

OeWBJLTIOm  OF  XONBAT,  MAT  9. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  previous  night  Han- 
nek's  corps  advanced,  connecting  on  the  left 
»itii  Wright's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps, 
vhidi  connected  in  turn  with  Warren,  pushing 
kis  right  across  Po  creek  and  seizing  the  Block 
House  road,  running  from  Parker's  store  to 
^ttsylvania  Court-house.  EQll's  corps  were 
woyered  marching  south,  so  that  on  Monday 
Bioniog  the  entire  army  of  Lee  was  again  in 
tnr  front 

The  artillery  began  at  early  dawn,  and  kept 
^  a  lazy  firine,  occasionally  heightened  to  a 
<nat)at,  throughout  the  day.  The  position  of 
sor  line  was  advanced  and  strengthened,  from 
^  to  time,  without  a  general  battle.  General 
Wnrhfs  division  of  the  SixUi  corps,  posted 
Way  on  Warren's  right,  was  now  moved 
<oiDd  to  join  the  Sixth,  which  thus,  for  almost 


the  first  time  in  all  the  engagements,  held  an 
unbroken  line. 

The  day  was  hot ;  the  enemy's  sharpshooters 
were  busy.  Perched  in  forest  trees,  above  the 
heads  and  out  of  sight  of  our  skirmishers,  they 
played  a  serious  havoc  along  our  lines.  No 
officer  who  showed  himself  was  safe  from  the 
bullets  of  these  assassins.  General  W.  H.  Mor- 
ris, of  the  Sixth  corps,  another  general  officer, 
and  numerous  officers  of  the  staff  and  line,  were 
wounded  or  killed  early  in  the  day.  Not  even 
some  great  battles  had  done  us  more  damage  in 
commanders ;  yet  only  a  slothful  boom  of 
^uns,  and  a  hollow,  irregular  clatter  along  the 
infantry  Hue,  were  heard  until  the  close  of  day, 
when  a  sharp  little  engagement  occurred,  result- 
ing in  the  further  advance  of  our  right  and  right- 
centre. 

About  the  middle  of  the  day  General  John 
Sedgwick,  who,  since  the  march  from  Brandy 
Station,  had  never  left  his  command,  walked 
out  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  McMahon,  his  Chief 
of  Staff,  to  the  advanced  line  of  breastworks 
occupied  by  his  men.  A  little  hum  of  leaden 
bees  about  this  place  caused  the  soldiers  in  the 
works  to  dodge  and  duck  their  heads.  The 
Greneral  smiled  at  them  eood-naturedly  ;  he  had 
a  winning  smile.  Finally  one  bee  hummed  so 
near  a  poor  Irishman's  auricle  that  he  dropped 
down  upon  his  face.  General  Sedgwick  touched 
him  wiUi  his  foot,  in  humorous  disdain :  "  Pooh, 
pooh,  man !  who  ever  heard  of  a  soldier  dodging 
a  bullet  I  Why,  they  couldn't  hit  an  elephant 
at  that  distance  1" 

There  was  a  laugh  at  this,  even  liiough  the 
straggling  bees  yet  hummed  unpleasantly  around. 
The  General  was  still  snuling  over  the  banter, 
when  Colonel  McMahon  heard  the  buzz  of  a 
bullet  culminate  in  what  seemed  an  explosion 
dose  beside  him. 

"  That  must  have  been  an  explosive  bullet, 
General" 

No  answer.  But  as  the  face  of  General  Sedg- 
wick slightly  turned  toward  the  beloved  officer 
at  his  side,  a  curious,  sad,  not  despairing,  but 
almost  contented  smile  was  upon  it  Another 
moment,  and  the  form  of  the  General  fell  help- 
lessly backward.  It  was  caught  by  Colonel 
McMahon  as  it  fell.  A  ball  buid  entered  the 
face,  just  below  the  left  eye,  pierced  the  brain, 
and  passed  out  at  the  back  of  the  head. 

He  never  spoke  afterward,  though  he  breathed 
sofdy  for  a  while.  He  will  never  speak  again, 
to  command  or  to  caress ;  to  punish  with  dis- 
dain and  censure ;  to  elevate  with  reward  and 
g raise.  0,  noble  Sixth  corps ;  tried  and  true 
ixth  corps ;  though  you  have  been  saddened 
by  the  death  of  many  comrades,  did  you  ever 
weep  for  a  comrade  like  this  ?  Are  your  deeds 
so  high,  your  banners  so  elorious,  now  that  he 
who  directed  them  is  fallen?  Are  your  lost 
ones  so  low,  now  that  he  slumbers  among  them  ? 
Oh,  well  may  you  speak  soft,  lips  that  have 
shouted  defiance;  well  may  you  toll  slowly, 

guns  that  have  rung  ''conquest"  at  his  will  I 
[e  sleeps ;  let  the  battle  sleep  for  a  time.    He 
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honored  the  battle ;  let  the  battle  do  him  this 
honor  I 

THB  BATTLB  OF  TUBSDAT,  MAT  10. 

Hancock  had  so  pushed  ont  his  right  that  on 
the  morning  of  this  day  one  division,  under 
Barlow,  had  crossed  the  Po,  and  was  disposed 
aknost  at  right  angles  with  the  general  line, 
practically  turning  the  enemy's  flank.  This  po- 
sition, had  the  river  not  intervened,  would  have 
been  a  very  advantageous  one,  but  the  river 
weakened  it  General  Burnside  on  the  left,  had 
pushed  out  beyond  the  line  of  the  Sixth  corps, 
with  which  he  was  supposed  to  connect  It 
was  afterward  discovered  by  our  engineers 
that  he  had,  unknown  to  himself,  unknown  to 
our  commanders,  and  certainly  unknown  to  the 
enemy,  got  into  a  position— entirely  disconnects 
ed  with  the  left  of  the  Sixth  corps — which 
flanked  the  enemy's  right,  and  which  might 
have  been  used  with  victorious  and  overwhelm- 
ing effect  in  subsequent  engagements.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  been  told  that  had  the  enemv 
been  informed  of  the  exact  position  in  which 
that  command  stood  relative  to  the  rest  of  our 
army,  it  would  have  been  in  great  danger  of 
being  cut  off*. 

The  right  of  our  line,  then,  commanded  the 
Brock  road  near  Todd's  Tavern,  the  centre  faced 
Spottsylvania  Gourtrhouse,  the  left  was  disposed 
across  the  road  leading  from  Spottsylvania 
Court-house  to  Fredericksburg,  to  which  latter 
place  our  wounded  had  been  sent  A  recon- 
noissance  on  the  left  in  the  morning  developed 
no  strong  force  of  the  enemv  in  that  direction. 
General  Mott's  brigade  of  Oarr's  division.  Sec- 
ond corps,  was  detached  from  the  right  and 
sent  out  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  corps  (now 
commanded  by  General  Wright)  to  take  and 
hold  a  strong  position  thus  weakened.  Fight- 
ing began  in  the  early  morning,  and  continued 
with  more  or  less  fierceness  all  day.  The  roar 
of  artillery  was  constant ;  the  forest  in  some 
places  got  on  fire,  discomfited  our  troops,  and 
made  a  holocaust  in  some  places,  where  the 
wounded  could  not  be  brought  off,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  known  or  correctly  ascertained 
what  was  accomplished  or  lost  in  this  day's 
fighting  until  the  afternoon.  The'  dead  and 
wounded  were  many  on  both  sides. 

In  the  afternoon  a  general  attack  was  ordered, 
to  be  made  at  five  o'clock.  About  four  o'clock, 
the  enemy,  having  discovered  the  weakness  of 
General  Barlow's  position  on  the  right,  sent  a 
heavy  force  in  that  direction,  which  pounced  so 
suddenly  and  fiercely  upon  the  division  of  that 
brave  young  commander,  as  to  force  it  back 
from  the  flanking  position  it  held,  and  produce 
a  momentary  confusion.  Soldiers  who  got 
across  the  stream  behind  sooner  than  they 
ought,  exaggerated  the  misfortune,  and  the  re- 
port, flying  to  army  headquarters,  which  were 
m  an  open  field  near  the  right,  caused  a  pulling 
up  of  tent  stakes,  and  a  mounting  of  horses, 
which  appeared  very  panio-stricken  indeed. 


General  Barlow's  division  still  pressed  by  so* 
perior  numbers,  fought  its  way  slowly  back- 
ward, and,  still  fighting,  retreated  across  die 
river  and  ioiped  the  Second  corps,  against  the 
right  of  which  the  enemy  continued  to  exert  his 
strength  until  after  nightfall,  when  he  was  re- 
pulsed. 

This  episode  delayed  the  proposed  atiadk  of 
our  army  until  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. For,  an  hour  previous  to  that  time  our 
batteries  in  position  placed  with  destmctiYe 
effect  upon  the  enemy's  hues.  It  was  growing 
dark,  and  the  genial  attack  was  about  com- 
mencing, when  Generals  Grant  and  Meade,  with 
their  respective  staffs,  took  position  on  the 
crest  of  an  elevated  plateau  near  where  Griffin 
first  met  Longstreef  s  forces  on  Sunday,  to  see 
what  could  be  seen  of  the  battle. 

It  opened  at  last  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  grow- 
ing gradually  from  a  skirmish  fire  into  the  ripe, 
rolling  clangor  of  a  general  engagement;  far 
enough  off  to  drown  the  shouts  of  command, 
the  cries  of  wounded,  but  not  to  drown  a  faint 
echo  of  the  cheer  with  which  the  troops  on 
some  portions  of  the  line  started  into  the  diaige. 
Across  the  open  fields,  through  reaches  of  wood, 
through  depths  of  swamp  and  mire,  the  daik 
lines  of  our  battalions  struggled  forward 
against  a  fearful  fire,  poured  down  upon  Ifaem 
from  works  that  only  our  artUlery  could  reach 
effectivelv.  The  divisions  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
subjected  to  an  enfilading  volley  of  great  goss 
from  right  and  left,  went  down  in  that  advance 
like  deer  before  the  hunters.  The  work  set  for 
these  men,  under  such  a  fire,  was  not  accom- 

Slished  when  darkness  closed  the  fighting.    The 
ay  closed  in  front  of  the  Second  corps  with 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  the  right 

The  soldiers  of  the  Sixth,  meanwhile,  did  a 
brilliant  thing.  About  three  hundred  yards  in 
front,  the  enemy  occupied  a  work  very  stronglj 
constructed,  as  high  as  a  man's  head,  and  loop- 
holed  at  the  top.  The  party  organizend  to  attack 
this  work  was  disposea  by  Goneral  Russell  and 
led  by  Colonel  Upton.  It  consisted  of  a  portion 
of  the  First  division,  the  Vermont  brigade  of 
the  Second  division,  and  some  picked  troops  of 
General  NeiU's  command,  who  were  massed,  on 
the  eve  of  the  attack,  to  the  left  and  front  of 
three  batteries— Cowan's,  McCartney's,  and 
Rhodes'.  Some  companies  of  the  Forty-ninth 
New  York  regiment  had  occupied  durine  the 
afternoon  a  work  in  advance  of  the  general  line, 
and  just  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  march  of  the 
column  of  attack.  As  the  column  pressed  for- 
ward, these  companies  moved  by  the  left  flank, 
engaging  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  right  oJf 
his  work.  The  batteries  of  McCartney,  Cowan, 
and  Rhodes  opened  on  the  work,  over  the 
heads  of  the  attacking  column,  which  moved 
steadUy  on  in  the  face  of  a  terrific  blaze  of 
musketry,  with  arms  a-port,  and  without  firing 
a  shot,  up  to  the  very  face  of  the  enemy's 
position.  It  poured,  a  flood  of  savage  &ces  and 
plunging  bayonets,  over  the  crest  of  the  work 
and  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  captoriiy  in 
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an  instant  Dine  htmdred  and  fifty  of  the  very 
men  who  had  stampeded  the  brigades  of  Shaler 
tad  Seymour  on  Fridajr  night  in  me  WUdemesB, 
aad  sending  a  scattenng  volley  after  a  host  of 
*  fljing  rehels.  Twelve  guns  also  came  into  our 
possession. 

This,  if  I  am  correct,  was  the  only  material 
mccess  accomplished  in  the  attack  of  Tuesday 
erening.  What  Bnmside  did  on  the  left  I  have 
not  heard.  The  position  thus  gained  by  Upton 
not  being  supported,  and  being  too  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  general  line  to  be  occupied  with 
■fetjr,had  to  be  abandoned.  The  guns  were 
^iked  as  th^  stood.  It  is  said  that  some  sol- 
diers of  the  Vermont  brigade--one  of  the  finest 
in  the  army — actually  wept  when  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  fall  back  from  a  post  it  had 
hdped  BO  brilliantly  to  gain,  at  the  expense  of 
so  nnny  comrades'  lives. 

Onr  lessee  in  this  b&ttie  were  perhaps  more 
serere  than  those  of  any  previous  day.  The 
Sxth  corps  alone,  in  the  battles  up  to  that  nieht, 
had  lost  over  five  thousand  killed  and  pounded. 
General  Wright  s  old  division,  now  commanded 
bj  General  Russell,  had  lost  nearly  one  thousand 
four  hundred  ;  the  losses  in  General  NeiU's,  now 
Otdonel  Bidwell's,  brigade,  were  between  eight 
Inmdred  and  nine  hundred,  and  the  Vermont 
brigade  alone  had  suffered  the  loss  of  one  thou- 
sand fire  hundred  of  its  numbers. 

Iliese  are  specimen  losses.  It  has  been  pre- 
lamed,  by  those  more  competent  to  judge  man 
I,  that  the  enemy's  average  losses,  during  all  the 
battles,  must  have  been  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
peat  as  our  own.  K  so,  our  artillery  must  have 
bea  a  great  executioner,  for  the  rebels  more 
than  we  nad  fought  behind  intrenchments,  and 
ve  more  than  they  had  been  the  attacking  partv. 
"Gaj  had  attacked  us  at  intervals,  certainly ;  m 
fte  vaiying  tide  of  battle,  they  took  every  op- 
P<fftunity  to  return  our  advance.  They  came 
down  upon  us  in  the  old  Wilderness  too  often. 
There,  in  the  varyine  charts  back  and  forth, 
where  Hancock  and  Sedgwick  fought,  they  got 
iererely  punished.  But  we  were  me  invaders, 
ndwe  it  was  who  had  advanced.  Although 
ftej  had  often  forced  us  from  advanced  posi- 
tioDs,  they  had  never  driven  us  firom  those  we 
to  occupied.  We  had  taken  the  most  prison- 
•B ;  we  had  gained  the  most  ground.  It  was 
Aown  that  we  were  strong  enough  to  graduaUy 
late  the  enemy  backward,  by  hsurd  fighting, 
f^  \fy  step.  But  this  had  been  done  at  tem- 
bfe  eoet,  and  at  terrible  cost  must  still  continue. 

TBI  BATTLB  OF  THUB8DAT,  MAT  12. 

Wednesday  was  a  dav  of  skirmishing ;  of 
■BDor  engagements ;  of  cnanges  of  position  on 
Ml  sides.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  discovered 
ftat  the  enemy  had  retired  from  our  right  in 
ifcoDt  of  Hancock,  and  was  shifting  his  Hues  to 
fte  left  An  effort  made  at  evening  to  blind  us 
fc  this  fact  by  pushing  a  strong  column  of 
•wops,  which  were  afterward  marched  back 
heiund  a  wood  in  the  rear,  around  toward  our 
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right,  across  an  open  space,  did  not  deceive  our 
conunanders.  Our  lines  were  also  shifted  to- 
ward the  left,  and  more  compactly  joined.  Dur- 
ing the  night  Hancock's  entire  corps  was  re- 
moved from  the  right  of  onr  position  and  put 
in  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth,  between  that  and 
Bumside,  so  that  on  Thursday  morning  the 
corps  wertf  disposed  as  follows :  The  Fifth  corps 
on  the  right,  tne  Sixth  corps  next,  the  Second 
corps  next,  and  Bumside,  as  before,  on  the  ex- 
treme left 

It  was  in  front  of  Hancock's  new  positi6n  that 
the  vital  section  of  the  enemy  lav — a  strong, 
salient  angle  of  earthworks,  ditched  in  front,  de- 
fended by  cannon  at  every  point,  and  held  bv 
Johnson's  division  of  Ewell's  corps,  Eweli^ 
whole  corps  adjoining. 

At  half-past  four  o'clock  Thursday  morning, 
the  attack  upon  this  work  was  prepared.  Gen- 
eral Barlow's  division — ^NeiU's  brigade  leading 
— formed  in  column  by  battalion,  doubled  on  the 
centre,  and  took  the  advance.  The  divisions  of 
Bimey,  Nfott,  and  Gibbon,  in  two  lines  of  battle, 
supported  the  attack.  A  rain,  which  had  been 
falline  during  the  night,  still  continued,  and  a 
beneficent  fog  overspread  the  field.  The  storm- 
ing column  advanced  silently,  and  without  fir- 
ing a  shot  up  to  the  angles  of  the  breastworks, 
over  whicn  they  rushed,  taking  the  forces  with- 
in in  flank,  surrounding  them,  capturine  nearly 
the  entire  llivision  of  Johnson,  with  its  com- 
mander, and  also  a  brigade  or  two  of  other 
troops,  Brigadier-G^eral  George  H.  Stuart  in 
command.  An  unfortunate  cheer  from  the  sec- 
ond line  of  battle  prevented  the  surprise  from 
extending  to  other  rebel  troops,  who  were  thus 
enabled  to  escape.  Prisoners  have  declared 
that  (General  Lee  nimself  was  within  those  works 
at  the  time,  and  narrowly  escaped  capture. 
Forty-two  guns  lying  in  the  works,  fell  into  our 
hancis,  of  which  eighteen  were  brought  off  with 
the  prisoners. 

The  attacking  column  pursued  the  enemv 
some  distance  after  this  victory,  engaging  Early  s 
command  and  beatine  it  back.  It  then  returned, 
and  formed  lines  of  battle  in  the  intrenchments 
it  had  taken.  From  this  time  forth,  a  battle 
raged  over  those  intrenchments,  the  intense  fury 
and  heroism  and  horror  of  which  it  is  simply 
impossible  to  describe  at  all.  Five  distinct,, 
savage,  tremendous  charges  were  made  by  the 
enemy  to  retake  that  position.  Ewell's  corps, 
driven  from  it  in  the  morning,  came  down  first 
en  masse^  and  were  repulsed.  General  Hill 
moved  down  from  the  nght,  joined  Ewdl  and 
threw  his  divisions  into  me  struegle.  General 
Wright  moved  up  from  the  right,  supporting 
Hancock,  to  meet  the  surge.  Longstreet  came 
on  from  the  extreme  left  of  the  rebel  line. 
Warren  sent  in  troops  from  the  left  of  ours..  The 
lines  of  bo&  armies,  thus  contracted,,  met  in  a 
continual  death-grapple  in  and  to  the  right  of 
the  angle  of  death  taken  in  tiie  morning.  To 
have  looked  down  on  that  batde  from  a  height 
wotdd  have  been  like  gazing  into  the  smoke  and 
din  of  an  earthquake.  Column  after  column  of  the 
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enemy  penetrated  to  the  very  face  of  the  breast- 
work, to  be  hewn  down  and  sent  back  like  a 
broken  wave.  Column  after  column  still  came 
on,  dealing  death  and  meeting  it,  and  making 
way  for  other  columns,  and  omers  still ;  and  aU 
the  day  long,  against  this  rush  of  a  foe  that 
seemed  disdainful  of  life,  the  angle  was  held  by 
our  troops,  fighting,  falling,  but  unyielding,  to 
the  close.  Our  artillery  made  havoc  on  that 
day ;  from  dawn  to  dusk  the  roar  of  the  guns 
was  ceaseless;  a  tempest  of  shell  shrieked 
through  the  forest,  and  ploughed  the  field. 

When  the  night  came,  the  angle  of  those 
works,  where  the  battle  had  been  &e  hottest, 
and  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  finally 
driven,  had  a  spectacle,  for  whoever  cared  to 
look,  that  would  never  have  enticed  his  gaze 
again.  Men  in  hundreds,  killed  and  wounded 
together,  were  piled  in  hideous  heaps — some 
bodies  that  had  lain  for  hours  under  tiie  con- 
centric fire  of  the  battle  being  perforated  witii 
wounds.  The  writhing  of  wounded  beneath  the 
dead  moved  these  masses  at  times ;  at  times  a 
lifted  arm  or  a  quivering  limb  told  of  an  agonv 
not  j^et  quenched  by  tiie  Lethe  of  death  around. 

Bitter  fruit,  this — a  dear  price,  it  seemed,  to 
pay  for  the  capture  of  a  salient  angle  of  an  ene- 
my's intrenched  work,  even  though  that  enemy's 
loss  was  terrible— even  after  the  brilliant  sur- 
prise and  the  prisoners  of  the  morning.  For 
the  enemy  on  the  right  still  occupied  his  origi- 
nal line,  and  still  opposed  us  in  nront,  on  a  pro- 
longation of  the  same,  leaving  in  our  possession 
the  angle.  Of  what  Bumside  might  nave  done 
on  the  left  this  day,  or  of  what  he  did,  I  am  stUl 
uninformed. 

D urine  the  night  another  movement  by  the 
left  flank  was  made  by  the  army,  and  in  the 
morning  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  corps  had  moved 
to  the  left  of  Hancock  and  Bumside.  At  nine 
o'clodc  ▲.  M^  the  army  faced  the  enemy,  still 
this  side  of  Spottsylvania  Courthouse,  in  a  line 
south-east  bv  nortii-west,  stretching  across  the 
road  from  ^ottsylvania  Court-house  to  Fred- 
ricksburg. 

Of  the  events  of  yesterday,  consisting  of  the 
enemy's  capture  and  our  retaking  of  a  position 
designated  by  a  house  on  tiie  extreme  left  of 
our  Une,  you  have  had  particulars. 

The  position  now  occupied  by  the  enemy  in 
our  front  is  one  so  strong  as  to  seem  actually 
impregnable.  Their  works  stretch  in  a  semi-circle 
«rouna  Bpottsylvania  Courtrhouse,  and  are  said 
to  have  been  long  constructed,  in  anticipation 
<^  the  very  emergency  which  has  now  arrived. 
To  advance  directly  upon  these  works,  defend- 
ed as  they  are  by  an  army  which  has  thus  far  so 
stubbornly  opposed  us,  will  prove  a  fearful 
business.  I  believe  that  General  Grant  will  first 
try  other  means. 

Meanwhile  the  army  rests ;  the  battie  of  mus- 
ketry has  ceased  for  a  time  in  the  forests ;  only 
the  dull  boom  of  a  distant  cannonade  links  the 
fortnight  of  battles  past  with  the  weeks  of  bat- 
tle yet  to  come. 

And  as  soft  as  the  shadows  and  breezes  that 


fall  upon  and  sweep  across  the  slumbering 
lines  of  men  in  arms  among  these  hlHs,  ought 
to  rise  in  the  North  and  sink  here,  in  ttiii 
interval  of  peace,  the  rewarding  gratitude  of  a 
nation. 

Not  so  much,  perhaps,  for  what  the  army  has 
achieved,  as  for  what  it  has  suffered.  Some- 
thing besides  military  discipline,  sometiiing  be- 
sides the  end  to  be  attained — grand  though  ^t 
is — has  inspired  these  soldiers  along  the  path- 
way of  blood  just  traversed.  That  element  of 
the  immortal  which  keeps  the  long  slumber  of 
an  earthquake  in  men's  breasts,  during  ordinair 
times,  has  made  a  volcano  of  every  soldiers 
heart  who  lies  here  with  his  musket— a  singte 
scale  upon  this  serpent  in  arms.    There  was 

Eromise  of  it  in  these  faces  long  before  the 
attle  came;  a  look,  prophesying  tragedy. 
These  were  they  who  had  quitte<l  the  old  pathd^ 
known  unto  millions,  tmit  lead  to  peacefal 
graves.  These  were  they  to  whom  that  thought 
of  death,  shiumed  by  those  who  could  onlj 
meet  death  by  chance,  was  an  understood  and 
accepted  ^est  Behold,  in  the  eyes  of  those  in 
cities  a  kind  of  stupor ;  in  the  eyes  of  tfaeae 
thousands  in  the  field  a  kind  of  dectric  light 
Life  with  the  first  a  fitful,  earthly  flame ;  with 
the  last  a  fiery,  hot  emotion,  kept  awake  in 
every  vein  by  thought  of  the  vulture  above  it 
waiting  to  swoop.  They  laugh^and  talk,  and 
blaspheme,  and  are  reckless  of  fine  phrases, 
these  men,  much  like  their  old  selves  in  work- 
shops and  saloons.  But  there  is  something 
above  the  workshop  and  the  saloon,  the  riot 
and  routine  of  towns  and  fiurms,  in  the  carriage 
of  men  intended  for  battie.  They  have  lifted 
tiieir  souls  out  of  the  depths  into  the  high  tide 
of  that  majestic  current  of  life^  beneath  which 
the  accidents  of  earth  and  death  are  as  rippling 
pebbles. 
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BATTLE  OF  ELKOSTS  FOBD,  ABXAKSAa 

ljnuiBocK,]fa7  6,lSM. 

The  battie  of  Elkin's  Ford,  on  the  Little  Mis- 
souri river,  took  place  on  the  third  and  fourth 
days  of  ApriL  On  the  Union  side  all  of  the 
Second  brigade,  Third  division  (General  Slo* 
cum's),  except  the  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  and 
two  companies  First  Iowa    cavalry,  were  en- 

Shged.  On  that  of  the  rebels,  two  brigades  of 
armaduke's  division. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  instant.  Gen- 
eral Steele  ordered  Grcneral  Salomon  to  take  and 
hold  this  ford.  Thereupon  General  Salomon 
dispatched  the  forces  referred  to  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  William  E.  McLean,  of  the 
Forty-third  Indiana  inflEUitry. 

Colonel  McLean  made  a  forced  march,  arrivinff 
at  tiie  river  after  dark,  seizing  the  lord,  and 
crossed  his  command.  A  squadron  of  cavahy 
was  sent  forward  as  advance  pickets,  while  the 
Thdrty-sixth  Iowa  infantry,  Gokmel  0.  W.  Kit- 
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tredge  commanding^ ;  Forty-third  Indiana  infan- 
try, Major  W.  W.  Norris  commanding;  and 
^ttery  E,  Second  Missouri  light  artillery,  lien- 
teoant  Peetz  commanding,  eacamped  near  tiiie 
biTik  of  the  river. 

Colrtnel  McLean 
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pose  of  flanking  us  and  capturing  our 
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Their  approach  from  the  cover  of  the  timber 
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MtnenX  Marmadnke— conUrmea  me  m  ttie  oeiiet 
Qat  &at  General  was  near  in  person,  with  a 
large  portion  of  his  division.  After  a  very 
lively  skirmish  of  near  two  hours,  the  enemy 
havlDg  discovered  the  position  of  our  battery, 
umI  replying  to  it  vigorously  wiHi  four  pieces 
of  artiUery,  our  pickets  and  advanced  skirmish- 
ers were  driven  back  on  the  left  upon  their 
iQ&Dtry  reserves,  while  upon  the  right  they 
Baintsmed  their  position. 
The  enemy  (since  ascertained  to  be  Ckneral 
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command  safely  through  to  the  James  river, 

under  the  protection  of  our  gunboats. 

This  has  only  been  accomplished  by  the  most 
determined  and  stubborn  fighting,  and  with  the 
losd  of  a  large  number  of  brave  officers  and 
men. 

Our  operations  have  been  entirely  on  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Lee's  army ;  so  much  so  that 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  sending  ^ou  any 
despatches  hitherto,  but  will  now  endeavor  to 
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tredee  commandmgf ;  Forty-third  Indiana  infan- 
try, Jitjor  W.  W.  Norris  commanding;  and 
q^^ery  £,  Second  Missouri  light  artillery,  Lieu- 
tenant Peetz  oonmianding,  eacamped  near  the 
btnk  of  the  river. 

In  his  report  of  the  afi^r,  Colonel  McLean 
Bjs: 

The  day  after  my  arrival,  occasional  firing 
ilong  our  picket  lines,  and  skirmishing  in  front, 
convinced  me  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  alert, 
€!lher  for  ihe  purpose  of  watching  the  move- 
ments of  ^e  army,  of  which  m^  brigade  cousti- 
tated  the  advance,  or,  if  possible,  by  a  direct 
attack  upon  me  in  overpowering  numbers,  to 
cut  me  off  before  reinforcements  could  be  ob- 
tained from  across  the  river*  Early  on  the 
Btoming  of  the  third  instant,  I  ordered  Major 
Norris,  of  the  Forty-ttiird  Indiana,  to  proceed 
▼ith  four  companies  of  that  regiment  to  the 
frcoit,  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
deploj  the  men  as  skirmishers,  and  support  the 
cavalry  pickets.  He  soon  succeeded  in  discov- 
ering the  position  of  the  advance  pickets  and 
ddrmishers  of  the  enemy,  drove  them  back  for 
tome  distance,  pressing  them  so  closely  that, 
the  retreat  of  a  number  of  them  being  cut  off, 
cxteen  came  into  our  line  and  surrendered. 

On  the  same  evening,  being  satisfied  that 
tibe  enemy  were  in  our  front  in  force,  and  de- 
ogned  attacking  us  during  the  night  or  early 
next  morning,  I  ordered  Lieutenant^lonel 
Drake,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  to  proceed  with  three 
companies  from  that  regiment,  and  three  com- 
panies from  the  Forty-second  Indiana,  to  a  posi- 
tion on  the  main  road  leading  from  the  ford 
immediately  in  our  front,  to  deploy  his  men  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  to  watch  the 
mofements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  resist  their 
approach  as  long  as  was  prudent,  and  retire  to 
the  reserves  when  they  approached  in  force. 
One  lection  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Peetz, 
vaa  planted  so  as  to  fully  command  the  road 
lad  the  leading  approach  on  our  right  and  left. 

At  Biz  o'clodc  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth, 
tiie  enemy  approached  in  force,  and  commencfd 
tn  attack  on  the  advance  companies  of  Lieuten- 
mt^bnel  Drake,  who  resisted  them  gallantly 
for  nearly  two  hours,  being  well  supported  by 
tibe  artOlery  of  Lieutenant  reetz. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  Colonel 
Drake  for  the  very  distinguished  gallantry  and 
determiiMed  courage  he  exhibited  during  this 
contest 

The  capture  by  his  forces  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  a  rebel  lieutenant — an  aid-de^aunp  of 
General  Marmaduke—confirmed  me  in  the  belief 
that  that  General  was  near  in  person,  with  a 
large  portion  of  his  division.  After  a  very 
Hvely  skirmish  of  near  two  hours,  the  enemy 
ha?iog  discovered  the  position  of  our  battery, 
ud  replying  to  it  vigorously  with  four  pieces 
of  artery,  our  pickets  uid  advanced  skirmish- 
ers w^e  driven  back  on  the  left  upon  their 
i&&ntry  reserves,  while  upon  the  right  they 
iDatntamed  tiiehr  position. 

The  enemy  (since  ascertained  to  be  Ckneral 


Cabell's  brigade,  sixteen  hundred  strong), 
charged  with  a  yell  upon  our  left,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  flanking  us  and  capturing  our  battery. 

Their  approach  from  the  cover  of  the  timber 
was  met  gallantly  by  two  or  three  well-directed 
voUevs  from  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa.  Imme- 
diately after  the  charge  and  repulse  of  the  enemy, 
the  reinforcements  sent  for  by  me  arrived,  con- 
sisting of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  infantry  and 
Ninth  Wisconsin  infantry,  of  firigadier-General 
Rice's  brigade.  But  before  they  were  put  in 
position  by  him  the  enemy  withdrew ;  not, 
however,  until  a  grape-shot  from  the  battery 
had  inflicted  a  slight  wound  upon  the  General's 
head,  from  the  efi^ct  of  which,  I  am  gratified  to 
say,  he  has  recovered. 

In  looking  upon  the  results  of  this  engage- 
ment and  the  great  disparity  of  numbers  of  the 
forces  engaged',  I  cannot  but  re^d  this  en- 
counter as  one  reflecting  the  highest  praise 
upon  the  coolness  and  unflinching  courage  of 
the  men  of  my  command,  all  of  whom  acquitted 
themselves  welL 

The  entire  list  of  casualties  (most  of  which 
are  slight  wounds),  will  not  exceed  forty-one, 
while  the  new-made  graves  of  eighteen  of  the 
enemy  are  in  sight  of  our  present  encampment, 
and  they  confess  to  a  loss  of  more  than  fifty 
wounded. 


Doo.  61. 
SHERIDAN'S  CAVALRY  EXPEDITIOK. 

HslDQUAKTIBfl  CA7ALST  O0BF8,  HiXALL'S  LAKDUtQ,  \ 

On  JAWsa  Rim,  May  14—8  P.  M.     ) 

The  cavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, under  the  command  of  Migor-General  P.  H. 
Sheridan,  have  during  the  past  ten  days  cov- 
ered themselves  with  glory,  and  accomplished 
the  most  decisive  resmts  of  the  war.  They 
have  fought  and  defeated  Stuart's  boasted  cav- 
ahy  for  nine  successive  days,  flanked  his  armv, 
destroyed  all  his  communications  with  Rich- 
mond, captured  and  destroyed  three  long  trains 
loaded  with  commissary  stores,  together  with 
two  first-class  engines ;  recaptured  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  Union  prisoners,  includ- 
ing two  colonels^  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
several  officers  of  lower  grade ;  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery  and  about  two  hundred  pris- 
oners, taken  the  outer  line  of  fortifications  on 
the  north  side  of  Richmond,  whipped  tiieir 
cavalry  and  infantry  within  the  sound  of  the 
church  bells  of  their  capital,  and  brought  the 
command  safely  through  to  the  James  river, 
under  the  protection  of  our  gunboats. 

This  has  only  been  accomplished  by  tiie  most 
determined  and  stubborn  fighting,  and  with  the 
losd  of  a  large  number  of  brave  officers  and 
men. 

Our  operations  have  been  entirely  on  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Lee's  army ;  so  much  so  that 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  sending  you  any 
despatches  hitherto,  but  will  now  endeavor  to 
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Sire  yon  as  fall  an  aoootint  as  possible  of  all  our 
oiDgs  since  we  crossed  the  Rapidan. 
The  cavalry  corps  is  composed  of  three  divi- 
sioDS,  and  nunxbered  at  the  time  we  crossed  the 
river  several  thousand  mounted  men.  General 
Torberty  commanding  the  First  division,  was 
taken  sick,  being  entirely  disabled  by  an  abscess 
in  his  back,  so  that  the  command  of  his  division 
had  to  be  given  to  Greneral  Merritt  Brigadier- 
General  D.  McM.  Gregg  commands  the  Second 
division,  and  General  J.  H.  Wilson,  recently  of 
the  Cavalry  Bureau,  the  Third.  Esich  division 
had  two  batteries,  numbering  in  all  about  thirty 
guns. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  May  fourth, 
(General  Gregg's  division  crossed  the  Rapidan  at 
Ely's  ford,  driving  in  and  capturing  a  portion  of 
the  rebel  picket  stationed  there  ^  This  movement 
was  accomplished  by  Major  Hugh  H.  Janeway, 
with  a  battalion  of  the  First  New  Jersey  cavalry, 
and  by  sunrise  we  had  taken  up  our  line  of  march 
toward  the  battle-field  of  Chancellorsville.  We 
bivouacked  two  miles  beyond  the  famous 
Chancellorsville  House,  and  awaited  the  arrival 
of  General  Sheridan  with  the  First  division. 

In  the  meantime  General  Wilson,  with  the 
Third  division,  had  crossed  the  river  at  €Jer- 
mania  ford  and  started  upon  a  reconnoissance  in 
the  direction  of  Spottsylvania  Court-house.  At 
noon  of  the  fifth  we  also  marched  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Spottsylvania,  and  when  we  arrived 
at  Todd's  tavern,  which  was  the  left  flank 
of  Hancock's  corps,  we  encountered  General 
Wilson  in  full  retreat  with  lus  division,  having 
been  driven  back  some  five  miled  by  Fitz  Hugh 
Lee,  and  handled  rather  roughly.  General 
Gregg,  who  never  allows  his  division  to  be 
driven  under  any  circumstances,  at  once  started 
lor  the  front  with  General  Davies'  brigade,  and, 
putting  in  the  First  New  Jersey  and  one  squad- 
ron of  the  First  Massachusetts,  drove  the  enemy 
steadily,  compelling  him  to  foil  back  across  the 
Po  and  behind  his  fortifications. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in  this  sharp 
fight  was  between  seventy  and  eighty.  Here 
Captain  Hart  and  Lieutenant  Mit(£ner,  of  the 
First  New  Jersey,  were  wounded,  and  Captain 
Lawrence  Hopkins,  of  the  First  Massachusetts, 
had  his  horse  killed  by  a  shell,  and  himself 
wounded  in  the  foot,  as  he  was  gallantly  leading 
his  squadron  into  the  fight  We  held  the  battle- 
field tiiat  night 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  at  daylight,  Gen- 
eral Hancock  opened  upon  the  enemy  on  our 
rieht,  and  the  musketry  firing  was  the  most  ter- 
rific and  incessant  that  I  ever  heard.  The  battle 
raged  furiously  for  five  or  six  hours,  at  one  time 
approaching  seemingly  near  to  us,  and  then  re- 
ceding, indicating  that  we  not  only  held  our  own 
but  were  pushing  the  enemy  back. 

Late  in  the  day  Stuart  made  a  demonstration 
upon  both  our  right  and  left  flanks,  but  was 
handsomely  repulsed  by  CurtifT  brigade,  of  the 
First  division,  on  the  right,  and  (Lionel  Greeg's 
brigade,  of  the  Second  division,  on  the  left 
General  Caster  wont  into  the  fight  with  his 


usual  impetaosity,  having  his  band  pbying 
patriotic  airs  in  front,  himsdf  charging  at  the 
head  of  his  brigade,  and  the  arUUeiyplaym^ 
into  the  enemy  a#  the  same  time.  * 

The  attack  on  the  left  was  very  stnbbofD,  aod 
looked  for  a-  time  as  thoogh  it  would  be  lucoesi- 
ful ;  but  General  Gr^g,  who  is  the  coolest  maa 
under  trying  circumstances  I  ever  saw  on  the 
field,  ordered  Colonel  Qregg  to  send  ia  the  First 
Maine  and  drive  "  those  people  **  away.  The 
G^nwal  always  speaks  of  the  enemy  as  *"  thow 
people."  Besides  the  First  Maine,  the  Second, 
Fourth  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  regimeats  wen 
engaged  on  the  left. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  on  the  fifth.  Brigadier- 
C^nerd  Davies,  who  was  in  front  with  his 
skirmishers,  was  at  one  time  in  the  liands  of  the 
enemy.  They  made  a  sudden  dash  upon  our 
line,  temporarily  driving  us  back  and  leaving 
the  General  a  prisoner,  but  Captain  ThoiDtt,oi 
his  staff,  seeing  his  critical  condition,  rallied  a 
squadron  and  charged,  bringing  the  G^ienl 
Buely  out 

Through  a  misapprehension  that  Longstreet 
had  succeeded  in  turning  the  right  wing  of 
General  Hancock,  and  thereby  expoainf^  hia 
flank,  we  were  ordered  at  three  o'clock  of  the 
sixth,  to  abandon  our  position  and  M  back 
some  four  miles  to  Aldnch's  comer.  The  ene- 
my at  «nce  occupied  the  position  we  kft^  bat 
did  not  attempt  to  annoy  us  in  falling  hvk.  In 
the  morning  the  error  was  discoveired,  and  we 
were  again  ordered  forward  to  occupy  our  dd 
position. 

The  enemy  had  done  af  in  his  power  to 
strengthen  his  position  dunng  our  abMooe,  and 
foueht  us  with  great  stubbornness.  The  Fiist 
division  had  the  left,  and  the  Second  the  right 
and  centre.  Both  sides  foc^ht  dismounted,  h 
consequence  of  the  dense  timber.  It  was  the 
hardest  fight  we  had  yet  had,  but  our  m^  were 
determin^  to  win. 

The  rebel  loss  of  offioers  was  very  heavy. 
Colonel  Green,  of  the  Sixt^  Virginia,  was  killed, 
and  dso  Colonel  Collins,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
graduated  at  West  Point  four  years  ago,  and 
took  sides  with  the  South.  There  were  maoj 
of  our  r^ular  ofllcers  present  who  had  known 
him  intimately.  They  buried  him  and  marked 
the  place  of  his  interment 

The  losses  of  the  First  New  York  dragocos, 
Sixth  Pennsvlvania,  and  First  regular  cavakj 
were  quite  heavy.  Here,  also,  the  gallant  Cap- 
tain Joseph  P.  Ash,  of  the  Fifth  United  States, 
was  killed.  He  died  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
and  is  deeplv  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 
By  night  we  had  driven  the  enemy  some  four 
nnles,  and  haA  takoi  their  first  line  of  breast- 
works. 

The  artillery  practice  of  Captain  Martin's 
Sixth  New  York  mdependent  battery,  aa  well  as 
the  other  batteries  of  the  corps,  was  of  the  most 
brilliant  character.  The  Sixth  New  York  has 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  l%ht 
horse  batteries  in  the  service.  They  certainlr 
did  great  execution  daring  the  suooession  of 
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%!itB  in  whidi  we  were  engaged.  The  sections 
are  commanded  by  Lieatenants  firown,  Clark 
WilioD,  while  First  Se^eant  J.  E.  Tilston  is  a 
boat  in  himself.  On  toe  morning  of  Sonday, 
the  eighA,  the  Fifth  corps  arrived  iu  our  front, 
%ud  marclicd  luward  Spottsylvania  Court-house, 
while  the  Second  corps  relieved  the  cavalry. 

Many  of  our  distinguished  generals  were  in 
consultation  at  Todd*s  tavern,  including  Generals 
Grant,  Meade,  Sheridan  and  others.  It  was  now 
decided  to  send  the  cavalry  corps  to  the  rear  of 
Lee,  cat  his  line  of  communication,  destroy  his 
mpplies,  and  do  him  all  the  damage  possible. 

For  this  purpose  we  were  quietiy  withdrawn 
a  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  eighth,  and 
Btfched  back  to  within  about  eight  miles  of 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  plank-road.  Here  we 
faiToaacked  and  made  all  the  preparation  we 
oonid  for  the  coming  trying  march.  We  had 
abeady  been  four  days  without  much  sleep,  and 
vith  very  little  to  eat.  Our  forage  for  the 
horses  had  been  reduced  to  one  day's  supply ; 
bat,  notwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks,  the 
^Doet  ^thusiasm  prevailed,  and  all  were  anz- 
wa  to  participate  in  the  movement 

We  moved  at  daylight,  marching  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Fredericksburg  until  we  had  arrived 
vhhm  four  miles  of  me  cit^,  when  we  struck 
off  to  the  left  of  Spottsylvania  Court-house  to 
HtmiHcm's  crossing,  and  took  the  telegraph  road 
to  Richmond. 

We  had  not  advanced  many  miles  before  we 
began  to  be  annoyed  •n  the  flank  and  rear  by 
Rh&l  eharp^ooters.  The  First  division  had 
Ae  adfaoce,  the  Second  the  rear,  and  the  Third 
the  centre.  We  paicl  very  little  attention  to  the 
Iring,  Bopposing  it  to  be  only  a  party  of  scouts 
vitching  our  movements.  We  had  flankers 
&rown  out  each  side  of  the  road,  while  ike 
Sxtfa  Ohio  regiment,  Colonel  William  Stedman 
t«iuBaiiding,were  the  rear  guard. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  First 
Horth  CaroUna  cavafary  made  a  furious  charee 
ttonour  rear  guard,  breaking  clear  through  me 
wh  Ohio,  who  were  somewhat  unprepared  for 
adi  a  Tigorons  movement;  used  both  pistol 
iid  latffe  to  good  advantage,  and  captured 
fnte  a  nmnber  of  prisoners. 

Qmte  an  amusing  incident  occurred  in  con- 
Mion  with  this  charge.  A  section  of  the 
Si&  New  York  independent  battery  was  in  the 
Mr^sapported  by  a  squadron  of  the  Sixth  Ohio. 
A  rebel  captain  cut  his  way  through  to  the  rear 
fieoe,  and,  putting  his  hand  upon  it,  cried  out — 
This  is  my  piece."  "  Not  bv  a  damned  sight," 
npHed  a  cannonier,  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
va  a  blow  under  the  eye,  a  la  Heenan, 
bocked  him  from  his  horse  and  took  him  pris- 
tMr.  Considerable  commotion  was  created  in 
Ab  cohmm  for  a  few  minutes,  when  it  was  ascer- 
tbed  that  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  wiih  two  bri^adee, 
Vttinflierear  of  ni*.  The  First  New  Jersey, 
UBQleDant4[>olonel  Kester  commanding,  was  at 
ftce  ordered  to  assist  the  Sixth  Ohio,  and  from 
^  time  tQl  dark  both  small  arms  and  artillery 
vere  in  constant  use.    Captain  Walter  R.  Rob- 


bins  was  at  one  time  completely  cut  off  from 
the  balance  of  the  command ;  but,  placing  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  squadron,  he  gallantly  cut 
his  way  through,  bringing  in  several  prisoners. 

While  these  exciting  events  were  transpiring 
in  the  rear,  our  advance,  composed  of  Generu 
Custer's  brigade,  of  the  First  division,  was  do- 
ing glorious  work  in  the  front  They  forded 
the  North  Anna  river,  charged  into  Beaver  Dam 
station,  recaptured  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  Union  prisoners,  including  colonels,  ma- 
jors, captains  and  lieutenants,  belonging  to  the 
Fifth  corps,  and  taken  prisoners  whue  char^g 
the  rebel  breastworks  at  Tt>dd*s  tavern.  Their 
joy,  when  they  saw  the  flashing  blades  of  the 
Union  cavalry  approaching,  knew  no  bounds. 
They  set  up  a  deafening  cheer,  while  the  rebel 
guard,  composed  of  a  lieutenant  and  twenty-five 
men,  skedaddled  into  the  woods.  They  had  no 
inkling  of  our  approach,  and  the  transition  from 
a  state  of  despondency  to  hope  and  joy  was  so 
sudden  that  they  could  hardly  realize  it 

Reaching  the  station,  General  Custer  found 
three  long  trains,  loaded  with  commissary  stores, 
with  two  splendid  engines^  which  he  -at  once 
destroyed,  together  with  a  large  warehouse 
filled  with  an  immense  ouantity  of  flour,  bacon 
and  whiskey.  It  is  said  that  not  less  than  one 
million  and  a  half  of  rations  were  destroyed  at 
this  point.  They  also  thoroughly  destroyed  the 
railroad  for  miles,  burning  the  ties  and  bridges, 
bending  the  rails,  and  damaging  it  in  every  con- 
ceivable manner.  The  road  which  passes  here 
is  the  Virginia  Central,  running  from  Richmond 
to  Gordonsville. 

The  First  division  bivouacked  on  the  south 
side  of  the  North  Anna  river,  while  the  Second 
and  Third  were  on  the  north  side.  A  strong 
picket  guard  was  thrown  out  in  the  rear,  and 
skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  night  At  daylight 
in  the  morning  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting 
one  piece  of  artillery  in  position  commanding 
our  camp,  and  opened  a  vigorous  fire.  The 
first  shell  passed  directly  over  an  anununition 
wagon,  under  which  your  correspondent  was 
sleeping.  Our  regiment  was  at  once  ordered 
into  line,  and  a  crossing  of  the  river  was  effected 
under  heavy  fire. 

We  moved  south,  in  the  directi<»i  of  the 
South  Anna  river,  the  First  division  in  advance. 
The  rebels  during  the  nieht  had  succeeded  in 
getting  a  force  in  front  of  us,  and  were  annoy- 
ing our  colunm.  The  First  Maine  charged  them, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boothby  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  shoulder,  shattering  the 
bone.  It  was  first  thought  that  the  wound  was 
fatal,  but  Dr.  W.  W.  L  Phillips,  Sureeon-in- 
Chief  of  the  Second  division,  performed  a  skil- 
ful operation,  cutting  out  the  nragments  of  the 
shattered  bone,  and  strong  hopes  are  now  enter- 
tained of  his  recovery. 

At  four  p.  M.  we  crossed  the  South  Anna,  and, 
after  marching  two  miles,  bivouacked  for  the 
night  At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh,  the  First  brigade,  Second  division, 
was  sent^  under  Brigadier-General  H.  £.  Da  vies, 
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on  a  special  expedition  to  Ashland,  a  distance 
of  seven  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
railroad  and  supplies.  Great  caution  and  haste 
were  essential,  as  it  was  known  that  General 
Stuart,  with  his  rehel  cavalry,  was  rapidly  mak- 
ing for  that  point  Our  forces  arrived  in  sight 
of  the  town  at  daylight,  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  The  First  Massachusetts  cavahry.  Major 
Sergeant  commanding,  *was  selected  to  charge 
through  the  town,  which  the  men  did  in  gallant 
style,  driving  a  regiment  of  Virginians,  under 
Colonel  Munuord,  of  Fitz  Hugh  Lee's  division, 
before  them.  They^then  dismounted,  set  fire  to 
the  railroad  depot^  destroying  rolling  stock, 
stores  and  supplies  in  great  quantities ;  also 
tearing  up  miles  of  the  track  of  the  Fredericks- 
burg and  Richmond  railroad. 

As  they  left  the  town  they  saw  several  of  the 
enemy  make  their  appearance,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  make  another  charge  into  the  town  to 
drive  them  oflF.  The  rebels  retreated  into  the 
houses,  and  as  our  men  passed  through  poured 
a  murderous  volley  into  their  ranks,  wounding 
Captain  Motley,  Lieutenant  Smith  and  Lieuten- 
ant E.  Payson  Hopkins,  son  of  Professor  flop- 
kins,  of  WiUiams  College,  Massachusetts,  who 
was  left  motionless  in  the  road,  and  idl  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  We  also  lost  about 
twenty-five  men  ia  killed  and  wounded,  who 
likewise  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  It 
was  at  first  intei)ded  by  General  Davies  to  shell 
the  town  in  retaliation,  but  having;  accomplished 
everything  for  which  he  had  started,  and  aware 
of  the  approach  of  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  with  a  large 
force,  retired  to  our  main  column. 

We  were  now  within  sixteen  miles  of  Rich- 
mond, and  at  once  took  up  the  line  of  march  di- 
rectly toward  the  city,  the  First  division  in  ad- 
vance and  the  Second  in  the  rear.  We  marched 
and  fought  all  day  and  night,  the  enemy  being 
constanSy  reinforced,  until  at  daylight,  when 
within  three  miles  of  Richmond,  the  force  op^ 
posed  to  us  in  front  were  two  brigades  of  infan- 
try and  tf  brigade  of  cavalry,  while  in  our  rear 
was  Stuart,  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  to- 
gether with  every  man  that  could  be  raked  up 
m  Richmond.  We  now  turned  to  the  left  on 
the  Meadow  bridge  road,  leading  to  Mechanics- 
ville,  pressing  the  enemy  steadily-  back. 

When  about  four  miles  on  the  road  we  found 
the  enemy  strongly  intrenched,  behind  fortifica- 
tions composing  tiie  outer  line  of  the  Richmond 
defences.  The  position  was  a  strong  one,  being 
situated  upon  a  hill,  commanding  our  whole 
corps,  and  our  preservation  depended  on  our 
driving  them  out  G^eneral  Sheridan  was  equal 
to  the  emergency.  The  enemy  was  already  pur- 
suing us  closely  in  the  rear. 

The  General  ordered  General  Custer  to  take 
his  gallant  brigade  and  carry  the  position.  Gen- 
eral Custer  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
command,  and  with  drawn  sabre  and  deafening 
cheers,  charged  directiy  in  the  face  of  a  wither- 
ing fire,  capture^  two  pieces  of  artillery,  up- 
ward of  a  hundred  prisoners,  together  with 
caissons,   ammunition   and   horses,  which  he 


brought  off  in  safety.  It  was,  wilQiont  excq>- 
tion,  the  most  gallant  charge  of  the  raid,  and 
when  it  became  known  among  the  corps,  cbe«r 
after  oheer  rent  the  air.  The  rebels  retreated 
behind  the  Chickahominy,  destroying  in  thdr 
flight  Meadow  bridge. 

In  the  rear  Colonftl  Gregg*s  brigade,  of  the 
Second  division,  and  a  portion  of  the  Third  di- 
vision, under  General  Wilson,  were  hotly  en- 
gaged with  Stuart  General  Wilson  sent  word 
to  General  Sheridan  that  the  enemv  were  driv- 
ing him  slowly  back.-  General  Snaidan  aent 
word  that  ^  he  must  hold  the  position  at  all 
hazards ;  that  he  could  and  must  whip  thd 
enemy.'*  Colonel  Gregg's  brigade,  beii^  rein- 
forced by  a  regiment  from  the  First  l^igade, 
charged  the  enemy  and  drove  them  nearly  a  mile. 
The  day  was  now  ours.    The  enemy  had  disap- 

E eared  from  our  front,  and  we  succeeded  in  re- 
uilding  the  Meadow  bridge,  and  tiie  First  aod 
Third  divisions  crossed,  covered  by  the  Second 
division,  which,  in  turn,  withdrew  and  also 
crossed  without  being  annoyed  by  the  enemj. 

The  rebels,  previous  to  crossing  the  riTer, 
planted  a  large  number  of  torpedoes  in  Ae  road, 
two  of  which  exploded,  fortunately,  however, 
killing  nothing  but  two  horses.  The  rebel  prisr 
oners  were  at  once  set  at  work,  and  compelled 
to  dig  carefully  with  their  fingers  for  the  re- 
maining infefnal  machines.  Twelve  of  these 
beauties  were  unearthed  in  the  space  of  a  couple 
of  hours,  and  placed  in  the  cellar  of  a  lady  wiiii 
strong  rebel  proclivitieft,  living  on  the  road. 
She  protested  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the 
indignity,  but  was  told  tiiat  if  she  did  not  handle 
them  they  would  not  explode. 

The  rebels  still  continued  to  show  themselves 
in  our  front  until  we  had  passed  MechanicsviSe, 
where  General  Merritt,  by  making  a  demonstra- 
tion, as  though  the  column  were  moving  to- 
ward White  House,  caused  them  to  destroja 
bridge,  when  we  turned  short  to  the  right  upon 
the  road  to  Bottom's  bridge. 

We  now  encamped  on  the  old  Gaines'  Mill 
battle-field,  and  moved  at  seven  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirteenth,  marched  in  a  sonth- 
easterly  direction^  crossed  ^e  York  river  road 
at  Despatch  Station,  and  camped  early  in  tbe 
day  at  Bottom's  bridge. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  asc^^in  the  where- 
abouts of  C^eral  Butier's  forces.  For  the  past 
three  days  it  had  rained  incessantiy  ;  our  men 
were  without  rations  and  horses  without  fora^, 
and  the  entire  command  fatigued,  hungry  and 
jaded.  An  officSr  of  General  Sheridan's  staffs 
with  two  men,  was  sent  in  the  direction  of  the 
James  river,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  ^ 
gunboats.  He  returned  at  daylight,  and  re- 
ported that  he  could  find  no  sign  of  them,  in 
escort  of  sixty  men  was  at  once  despatdied  to 
Yorktown,  to  have  supplies  forwarded  to  Hai- 
all's  Landing,  where  jihe  balance  of  the  corps 
marched,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 

Arriving  in  proximity  to  the  Jamas  river,  the 
booming  of  cannon  and  whistiing  of  shot  over 
our  heads  admonished  us  that  our  friends  were 


DOCDMSNTS. 


455 


at  hand,  and  had  mistaken  ns  for  enemies.  Gap- 
tain  WUson,  the  efficient  signal  officer  of  the 
Second  division,  was  sent  to  the  front  and  made 
signals.  No  attention  was  paid  to  him,  how- 
ever, and  continued  firing  was  kept  up,  and  one 
man  killed. 

(^ptain  Wilson  was  compelled  to  advance  to 
tiie  bank  of  the  river,  where  he  hailed  the  fleet 
i  boat  was  sent  to  the  shore,  the  officers  and 
crew  having  their  pistols  in  hand  and  fully 
cocked,  evidently  mistrusting  us.  As  soon  as 
it  became  known  who  we  were,  the  sailors  gave 
ns  three  hearty  cheers,  and  our  column  ad- 
vanced to  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  our  bands 
playing  "The  Lincoln  Gunboat's  Come." 

Major-General  Sheridan  at  once  sent  out  to 
communicate  with  Major-General  Butler,  ap- 
priaing  him  of  our  arrival  and  the  scanty  state 
of  oor  forage  and  rations.  Our  immediate  wants 
were  promptly  supplied,  and  a  despatch  boat 
instantiy  provided  to  start  for  Fortress  Monroe 
to  coBununicate  with  the  War  Department  Our 
men,  for  three  days  previous  to  our  arrival  at 
fl»  James  river,  had  literally  lived  off  the  coun- 
try, as  many  poor  families  who  have  lost  the 
whole  of  their  scanty  supplies  can  testify.  Our 
provost-marshals  used  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
protect  the  families  of  citizens,  but  upon  remon- 
strating with  the  men,  they  would  refer  vou  to 
acts  of  barbarity  committed  by  the  rebels  at 
Fort  Pillow  and  elsewhere. 

General  Sheridan  is  eminently  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  He  is,  without  exception, 
the  best  cavalry  conmiander  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  has  ever  had.  He  is  quick  to  perceive 
aod  bold  to  execute,  and  has  already  won  the 
entire  confidf^nce  of  his  command.  Brigadier- 
General  D.  McM.  Gregg  was  General  Sheridan's 
right-hand  man.  He  consulted  him  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  placed  in  him  the  utmost  confidence. 
He  knew  that  where  Gregg  was,  with  his  fight- 
ing division,  everything  was  moving  along 
fiBoothly. 

All  officers  and  men  seemed  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  deeds  of  gallantry  and  daring,  and  were 
all  actuated  by  the  same  feeling  of  determina- 
tion to  sncceed  or  perish  in  the  attempt 

During  the  fight  on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth, 
prisoners  captured  from  the  enemy  reported 
fieneral  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  mortally  wounded.  Our 
entire  loss,  from  the  time  we  crossed  the  Rapi- 
dan  until  we  reached  Haxall's  Landing,  on  the 
James  river,  is,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  Medical  Director  of  the  corps,  about  six 
hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  which  two 
hundred  are  estimated  as  killed.  The  missing 
will  doubtless  amount  to  (me  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  more.  Most  of  our  dead,  and 
in  of  our  wounded,  witii  the  exception  of  about 
thirty  mortally  wounded,  were  brought  off  by  us. 
Our  means  of  transportation  were  very  limited. 
Bavine  no  ambulance  train  with  us,  we  were 
compelled  to  carry  the  wounded  in  Government 
tr^  and  wagons  captured  from  the  enemy. 
Tao  suffering  of  ^e  wounded  during  the  slow 


and  tedious  march  was  necessarily  ^eat,  but  all 
of  them  preferred  death  itself  to  faffing  captives 
to  our  barbarous  foe. 

Each  and  all  the  staff  officers  performed  her- 
culean labors,  working  night  and  day,  regardless 
of  personal  comfort,  and  only  intent  on  carrying 
out  the  plans  of  their  generals.  Many  of  them 
were  exposed  to  great  danger  while  carrying 
despatches,  but  all  providentially  escaped  un- 
hurt Captain  H.  C.  Wier,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Greneral  of  the  Second,  division,  ha«l  his  horse 
shot  under  him  while  leading  a  charge. 

Our  wounded  received  the  kindest  care  and 
treatment,  the  surgeons  working  night  and  day 
in  the  performance  of  their  painnil  duty.  Among 
those  who  were  most  active  were  Surgeons 
Phillips,  Rezner,  Hackley,  Hotchkiss,  Tutt,  and 
Surgeon  McGill,  Medical  Director  of  the  corps. 
Nothing  was  left  undone  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ing of  our  wounded  officers  and  soldiers. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  at  least  twice  as  great 
as  ours,  as  we  had  a  preponderance  of  artillery, 
and  as  they  were,  most  of  the  time,  the  attacking 
party.  The  ground  over  which  we  drove  them, 
both  at  Todd*s  Tavern  and  within  the  fortifica- 
tions around  Richmond,  was  litersJly  covered 
with  their  dead  and  wounded.  Their  loss  in 
officers  was  dfsproportionately  large. 

The  results  accomplished  by  General  Sheridan, 
by  his  splendid  raid,  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance and  magnitude.  It  will,  doubtiess,  compel 
Lee's  army  to  fall  back  upon  Richmond,  which 
is  an  event  wholly  unlocked  for  by  the  Southern 
people,  and  for  which  they  are  totally  unprepared. 
Both  railroads  have  been  destroyed  in  such  a 
thorough  manner  as  to  render  their  repair  at 
least  the  work  of  two  weeks.  The  very  morning 
we  were  occupying  the  road  on  the  twelfth,  the 
Richmond  papers  stated  that  the  roads  were  only 
slightiy  damaged,  and  would  be  in  running  order 
on  the  next  day;  but  no  one  who  saw  how  com- 
pletely Greneral  Sheridan  had  performed  his 
work,  will  be  deceived  by  these  lying  statements 
of  the  rebel  press. 

The  expedition  was,  upon  the  whole,  the 
boldest  and  most  successful  of  the  war.  Its 
very  boldness  made  it  successful 

A  large  number  of  horses  gave  out  on  the 
march,  and  many  were  shot  in  battie.  The  dis- 
mounted men,  as  well  as  the  recaptured  prisoners, 
were  compelled  to  walk  the  whole  distance. 
This,  toward  the  close  of  our  trip,  became  a 
difficult  matter,  as  the  heavy  rains  had  rendered 
the  roads  almost  impassable. 

It  is  now  demonstrated,  beyonfl  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  that  the  rebel  cavalry  are  no  match  for  ours. 
I  heard  a  rebel  captain  whom  we  captured  say, 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  tliey  could 
whip  us,  but  that  now  we  whipped  them  every 
time,  no  matter  how  they  fought  us.  The  new 
recruits,  as  a  general  thing,  fought  nearly  as 
well  as  the  veterans.  General  Sheridan  is  very 
proud  of  his  new  command,  and  expects  to 
achieve  great  things  with  them  during  the  sum- 
mer campaign.   If  the  Government  cpmd  furnish 
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hones  for  the  large  number  that  are  diamoiuited, 
he  would  have  the  finest  oonunand  in  the 
army. 

Brigadier-Greneral  H.  E.  Daviee,  one  of  New 
York's  distingnished  sons,  commands  a  brigade 
in  the  Second  division*.  Although  young  in 
years,  he  is  a  veteran  in  the  service,  and  has 
won  his  way  to  the  proud  position  which  he 
now  occupies  by  hard  services  in  the  field.  He 
is  brave  almost  to  a  fault,  and  is  always  in  the 
front  when  his  brigade  is  in  action.  Bm  bri- 
ade,  during  the  recent  heavy  fights,  have  done 
fully  their  share,  and  always  acquitted  them- 
selves with  honor. 

OOHPOSITION  OF  THI  SECOND  DIVISIOK. 

Brigadier-General  D.  McM.  Gregg  command- 


TATW, — Oaptain  H.  G.  Wier,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General. 
Captain  R.  R.  Corson,  Quartermaster. 
Major  W.  W.  L.  PhiUips,  Surgeon-in-Chief. 
Captain  P.  Pollard,  Commissary  of  Subsist- 
ence. 
Major  C.  Taylor,  Assistant  Inspector-General- 
Captain  W.  D.  Phillips,  Commissary  of  Mus. 
ters. 
Captain  Frank  B.  Alibane,  Ordnance  Officer. 
Captain  Charles  Treichel,  Provost-MarshaL 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  West,  Chief  of  Ambulance. 
Lieutenant  Tbos.  Arrowsmith,  Aid-de-Camp. 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Gr^g,  Aid-de-Camp. 
Captain  F.  Wilson,  Signal  Officer. 

First  Brigade — ^Brigadier  (General  Henry  E. 
Davies. 

Staff. — Captain  F.  L.  Tremain,  Assistant  Ac^u- 
tantGeneral. 

Captain  H.  S.  Thomas,  Assistant  Inspector- 
Ckneral. 

Captain  W.  Harper,  Aid. 

Lieutenant  K  H.  Parn^,  Aid. 

Major  W.  B.  Rezner,  Brigade  Surgeon. 

Second  Brigade — ^Acting  Brigadier-General 
J.  Irving  Gregg. 

A  SOUTHERN  ACCOUNT. 

Brook  CtauBca,  Mmj  18, 1804.  / 

I  wiQ  attempt  a  brief  detail  of  the  recent  raid 
that  emerged  from  Grant's  lines  on  the  Hapidan. 
Being  one  of  the  pursuing  party  our  means  of 
observation  will  not  ensure  a  general  detail  of 
the  pursuit,  as,  writing  from  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  we  siall  conmie  ourselves  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  minntisa  of  the  operations  of  our 
own  brigade. 

While  our  cavalry  were  occupying  the  re- 
spective positions  on  Ckneral  Lee's  advance 
lines,  where  we  had  for  several  days  been  en- 
gaged actively  with  the  enemy's  advance,  mostiy 
in&ntry,his  cavalry  seemed  rather  reserved,  and 
whenever  it  made  its  appearance  was  promptly 
whipped  and  driven  back  upon  his  infantiy 
supports,  which,  in  most  instances,  we  engaged 
with  spirit  and  success,  fighting  them  witn  our 


carbmes  in  regular  infantry  style,  which  state  of 
facts,  and  the  wild,  wooded  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, had  almost  resolved  our  arm  of  tiie  service 
into  infantry.  General  Lee,  following  his  suc- 
cesses, was  closely  pressing  Grant  down  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  giving  the  cavalry 
their  share  in  the  immediate  work. 

lu  the  meantime  it  seemed  that  a  vastly  organ- 
ized force  of  the  enemy's  cavahy  and  artiUenr 
had  concentrated  aiid  moved  round  far  to  his 
left,  and  made  their  appearance  on  Monday,  the 
ninth  instant,  sweeping  fkr  around,  and  tappnig 
our  most  extended  cavalry  pickets  on  the  ngfa^ 
on  the  teleeraph  road,  leading  from  Fredericks- 
burg to  Richmond.  Wickham*s  cavalry  brigade 
— the  nearest  at  hand — took  up  the  nursuit  ^ut 
two  hours  behind  the  rear  of  meir  column, 
which  was  tiltine  along  at  a  most  sweeping  pace, 
and,  from  the  best  information,  would  entitle 
them  to  a  more  respectable  term  than  mere 
raiders.  From  the  most  reliable  sources  tiieir 
force  could  safely  be  set  down  at  between  fifteen 
and  twenty  thousand,  and  thirty-five  pieces  of 
artillery.  At  least,  from  One  fact,  this  deductioa 
may  be  drawn — ^it  took  them  four  and  a  half 
hours,  marching  by  fours,  at  a  sweeping  trot,  to 
pass  a  given  point  Lomax's  brigade  a£o  imnM- 
diately  joined  in  pursuits  followed  a  few  honn 
after  by  Gordon's.  Wickham  and  Lomaz  over 
took  their  rear  at  Jerrold's  Mills.  They  were 
plundering  and  desfroyin^  thoroughly  that  geih 
tieman's  property,  breaking  up  Ms  household 
furniture,  canying  off  his  bacon,  and  emptying 
his  grain  and  flour  into  the  river.  A  short  skir- 
mish here  ensued,  the  enemy  retreating  prednir 
tately,  leaving  the  telegraph  road,  turning  to  me 
right,  and  taking  the  Beaver  Dam  road.  They 
were  closely  followed  and  overtaken,  late  in  the 
evening,  on  Mr.  Wynne's  farm,  where  tkey  were 
so  closelv  pressed  that  they  gave  battie.  A  few 
gallant  charges  soon  sent  them  adrift  down  the 
road,  leaving  several  killed  and  wounded  aod 
several  prisoners  in  our  hands.  They  made 
another  stand  about  two  miles  further  on,  at 
Mitchell's  shop,  and  were  again  routed  and  pur- 
sued closely  to  Swann's  farm,  where  their  resr 
was  stronely  reinforced,  and  where  a 'hot  fight 
was  joined.  The  brave  Virginians  delved  into 
their  heavy  columns  with  such  vi^or  and  spirit 
that  that  field  was  soon  cleared,  leaving  maof 
dead  and  wounded.  Our  loss  was  comparative|T 
small  in  these  engagements,  mostiy  in  womidea. 
Here  night  closed  on  the  parties,  Fitz  Lee  still 
following  and  harassing  their  rear  till  the  enemy 
reached  North  Anna  river,  when,  about  day 
lig:ht,  a  sharp  fight  was  kept  up,  these  tw 
brigades  holding  their  own  against  vaflt( 
superior  numbers,  and  steadily  driving  tb 
enemy  before  them  across  the  nver,  where  tb 
enemy  protected  their  position  at  the  brid^ 
with  numerous  artillery,  long  enough  to  bum  i\ 
This,  then,  gave  them  a  good  start  on  us.  L 
the  meantime  (Gordon's  brigade  came  iip,inakim 
three  brigades,  all  told,  not  more  than  foa 
thousand  men,  already  wearied  and  worn  dowi 
by   continual  watching  and  fighting  for  fin 
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dij»-to  be  thrown  a^nst  the  disproportionate 
hoetB  already  mentioned.  Yet  these  brave 
tfoopers,  with  their  noble,  bat  now  fallen  leader 
at  meir  head^ntirely  Virginians  and  North 
Cbn^ians— felt  the  importance  of  each  man 
actmg  well  his  part  The  road  to  their  devoted 
CBpitil  was  open.  Many  a  little  child  had  gone 
to  bed  supperless,  and  would  rise  crying  to  a 
helpless  mother  for  bread,  whose  cries  and  ear- 
nest entreaties  had  failed  to  influence  the  hellish 
outcast  vandals  to  leave  her  one  dust  of  flour  or 
loe&L  Burning  fences,  mills,  and  houses  lit  up 
their  hellish  course.  A  stream  lay  between 
them,  the  bridge  across  which  was  burned. 
This  difficulty  was  to  be  overreached.  Across 
tiieriyer,  in  front,  two  narrow  cow  fords  were 
discorered—one  below  and  the  other  above  the 
bridge.  A  party  from  Gordon's  brigade  were 
di&Doimted  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  front 
tcrosB  the  river,  while  Wickham  and  Lomax  led 
ironDd  below  and  Gordon  above.  As  Gordon 
reached  the  point  above,  the  enemy's  pickets 
vffe  Been  guarding  the  ford.  Woodland  skirted 
the  banks.  Colonel  Evans,  of  the  Fifth  North 
Oiroiina  cavabry,wa8  ordered  forward  to  charge 
nd  take  it  at  idl  hazards.  Sabres  were  drawn; 
Giptain  Galloway,  with  his  company,  led  in 
imt  The  Colonel  gave  the  word, "  Forward, 
D7  brave  boys,"  which  was  responded  to  with 
a  deafening  yell,  and  onward  thev  dashed  to  the 
M,  which  was  almost  impassable.  Horses  and 
ndoB  went  down  in  the  stream,  yet  up  they 
pappled,  and  soon  reached  the  benk,  which  was 
readily  cleared  of  the  party  holding  it,  and 
vliich  gave  the  regiment  an  exciting  chase  for 
lereral  miles.  Many  of  the  enemy's  horses  fell 
dead  in  the  road,  while  our  horses  got  near 
eooogii  oocasionaUy  to  lay  a  blue  coat  in  the 
dost,  and  take  several  of  the  hindmost  in.  Wick- 
haoi,by  taking  a  near  route,  reached  Beaver 
I^  in  advance  of  Gk)rdon,  and  just  in  time  to 
pitch  into  this  living  column,  **  which  fared  but 
nddliDg."  He  kill^  and  captured  a  large  body 
tf  them. 

Where  Beaver  Dam  stood  nothing  remained 
but  charred  and  burning  ruins  of  buudings,  and 
two  trains  of  cars,  with  their  contents,  that 
vve  not  consumed,  scattered  profusely  over 
the  ground.  The  farmers'  fencing,  far  and  wide, 
lifted  up  the  midday  sky  with  a  lurid  glare. 

""Oar  evil  deeds  come  home  to  us,"  struck  us 
•a  most  beautifully  illustrated  by  ihe  following 
incident:  Along  the  road  where  our  vengefiu 
tn)op«fB  had  cleaved  down  the  thieving  vilkdns, 
the  fencing  had  been  fired  by  the  more  advanced 
Aigitives.  The  main  colmnn  had  charged  on 
iner  them,  through  the  livid  flames,  that  were 
iboet  lapping  each  other  from  both  sides  of  the 
RmL  Hard  by  the  fence,  just  in  good  roasting 
^ituice,  ky  a  wounded  raider,  unable  to  move 
binself;  tiie  flames  from  the  burning  fence 
*ere  £ttt  approaching  him,  and  the  wind  from 
^  contrary  direction  seemed  hurrying  them  up 
fa  the  poor  wretdi,  who  was  wincing  and  cring- 
es at  the  horrible  catastrophe  awaiting  him 
rai  his  comrades*  own  devilish,  hands.  But  the 


benevolent  principle, "  if  the  enemy  thiret  give 
him  drink,"  relieved  him  from  his  awfuUy  pend- 
ing self-wrought  fate.  Our  loss  at  this  point 
was  only  a  few  wounded. 

Here  the  enemy  had  divided  his  forces,  one 
column  going  in  the  direction  of  Hanover 
Junction  and  the  other  taking  the  Negrofoot 
road.  Generals  Stuart  and  Fitz  ^ee,  with  the 
brigades  of  Wickham  and  Lomax,  followed  on 
the  former  route,  and  (General  Gordon,  with  his 
brigade,  pursued  the  latter.  CknersJ  Gordon 
followed  on  till  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  and 
bivouacked  near  Beach  Ford,  on  the  South  Anna 
river,  placing  himself  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
Yankee  camp.  Early  next  morning  he  advanced 
and  by  daylight  attacked  them  on  Mrs.  Gron- 
shawls  farm,  and,  after  a  heavy  skirmish,  drove 
them  steadily  before  him  down  upon  the  moun- 
tain road.  Here  the  enemy  had  massed  a  heavy 
body  of  reinforcements  and  taken  up  their  posi- 
tion around  Mr.  Goodall's.  The  dismounted 
men  of  the  enemy  were  posted  strongly  behind 
tibe  houses  and  woods ;  a  heavv  body  of  cavalry 
was  drawn  up  in  an  open  cornfield  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  while  another  bodv  was  placed  im- 
mediately down  the  road  ana  on  the  edge  of 
the  field.  Our  dismounted  men  were  thrown 
out  on  each  side  of  the  road.  While  the  cavalry 
was  advanced,  the  dismounted  men,  under  a  most 
galling  fire,  broke  with  a  fearful  yell,  and,  sim- 
ultaneously, the  mounted  men  responded — ^the 
Fifth  North  Carolina — the  colonel  gallantly 
leading  at  the  head;  The  squadron  of  Captain 
Galloway  dashed  at  the  body  on  the  left  in  the 
corn-field,  and  Captain  Harris  dashed  upon  the 
body  down  the  road.  The  fierce  onset  of 
both  these  advance  squadrons,  seconded  by  a 
detachment  of  the  First  and  Second  regiments, 
broke  the  Yuikee  columns  simultaneously.  The 
scene  beggars  description.  The  entire  field 
was  wrapped  in  smoke  and  dust — ^the  steady 
charge  of  .the  dismounted  men  drove  every- 
thing from  the  flanks.  Yelling  like  demons, 
they  kept  pace  almost  with  the  horse — helter- 
skelter,  the  flying  Yankee  horse  crowd  and  jam 
down  the  road.  The  troopers  goad  them  be- 
hind, and  while  the  carbineera  empty  many  a 
saddle  from  the  flanks,  the  falling  dust  tells  that 
they  are  making  fast  tune  in  the  distance. 

About  four  miles  from  the  opening  scene  the 
pursuit  is  called  off.  The  field  and  roadside 
are  dotted  with  blue  coats,  and  the  wood  throiigh 
which  the  carbineers  passed  has  its  sprinkling 
too. 

Individual  instances  of  daring  are  numerous ; 
and  we  hope  not  to  be  invidious  in  mentioning 
an  instance.  In  the  charge,  the  Yankee  colors 
at  one  time  being  almost  within  reach,  Lieuten- 
ant Lindsay,  of  £e  Fifth  North  Carolina,  dashes 
at  them  and  grapples  with  the  color-bearer.  As 
he  reaches  for  them  an  expert  shift  from  one 
hand  to  the  other  by  the  color-bearer  saves 
them  from  his  grasp;  but,  with  a  well-plied 
stroke  of  the  sabre,  he  almost  unhorses  the 
bearer,  who,  bleeding,  reels,  but  gathers  his 
equilibrium,  and,  by  means  of  the  fleetness  of  hit 
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horse,  saves  himself  with  bis  devoted  Yankee 
bunting. 

Another  instance  is  also  worthy  of  publicity. 
Private  Brown,  of  company  H,  Fifth  North  C^- 
olina  cavalry,  a  mere  stripling,  dashes  into  the 
heavy  ranks  of  the  first  Maine  regiment,  and 
encounters  an  athletic  Yankee  captain,  who, 
with  a  stumping  blow  with  his  broad  sabre, 
knocks  the  lad  from  his  horse ;  at  the  same  in- 
stant the  Yankee  captain's  horse  '^as  shot  from 
under  him.  Just  as  this  brave  lad  was  rising 
from  the  ground  his  eye  caught  the  situation  of 
his  antagonist,  and  raising  the  butt  of  his  gun, 
commenced  clubbing  the  Yankee,  who  lustily 
cried  out  for  quarter.  The  brave  boy  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  subsequently  shipped 
to  the  Libby. 

At  this  point  the  Yankees  had  settled  down 
to  have  a  good  time,  for  a  while  at  least,  from 
the  number  of  chickens,  geese,  eggs,  &c.,  they 
had  collected  into  camp — some  with  their  heads 
just  wrung  off,  some  half  picked ;  while  eggs« 
boiled  and  unshelled,  lay  in  profusion  around. 
The  ladies'  pantries  had  contributed  no  little  to 
the  occasion,  as  pickle-jars  and  preserve-cans 
lay  scattered  about  around  their  camples. 
Amid  these  spoils  also  lay  a  number  of  dead 
and  wounded  Yankees. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  immediate  retribu- 
tion came  under  our  observation  on  this  part  of 
the  field.  Just  at  the  head  of  a  dead  Yankee, 
who  had  fallen  near  the  roadside,  lay  a  large 
fine  preserve-can,  with  its  rich  contents  scatter- 
ed around  the  unhappy  wretch's  head.  The 
peculiar  cause  and  circumstance  of  his  death  was 
some  subject  of  remark,  when  a  little  North 
Carolina  lad  curtly  replied,  *'Ah,  boys  I  he  took 
his  sweetened." 

The  Yankee  loss  was  quite  severe— nearly  all 
killed  outright;  about  fifty  prisoners  were 
taken.    Our  loss  was  principally  in  wounded. 

The  whole  column  was  ^ain  formed,  pursued 
on,  and  came  up  with  the  Yankees  near  the  rail- 
road. A  charge  was  ordered.  Colonel  Andrews, 
of  the  Second  North  CaroUna,  gallantly  led  his 
regiment  forward,  closely  followed  by  the  other 
two  regiments  of  the  brigade.  The  first  posi- 
tion of  the  Yankees  was  carried,  but  on  reach- 
ing their  second  position  it  was  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  effectually  barricaded  the  road, 
and  had  his  artiUery  so  posted  as  to  rake  it  with 
a  most  gaUing  fire.  The  charging  column  here 
retired  in  good  order,  losing  several  men  and 
horses  by  the  Yankee  grape  and  canister  thrown 
among  them.  Dismounted  men  were  now 
thrown  forward,  and  we  succeeded  in  ousting 
the  enemy  from  his  strong  position,  driving  him 
steadily  down  the  road  tul  dark,  and  forcing 
him  to  take  position  behind  the  railroad.  Here 
our  wearied  columns  were  halted,  the  tired 
trooper  was  relieved  from  his  saddle,  and  re- 
posed till  morning. 

In  the  meantime.  Generals  Stuart  and  Fitz  Lee 
came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Yellow  Tavern,  but, 
being  terribly  outnumbered,  tliey  managed  to 
maintain  their  ground  and  inflict  heavy  loss 


upon  the  enemy.  Here,  in  one  of  those  de» 
perate  charges,  at  the  head  of  a  charging  colnrop, 
the  gallant  and  chivalrous  Stuart  fell,  mortally 
wounded — an  irreparable  loss  to  our  cause. 
His  many  gallant  and  daring  deeds,  and  glorions 
exploits,  will  challenge  the  admiradon  of  the 
world.  He  was  best  known  and  loved  by  his 
froopera.  His  frank  and  agreeable  &ce  alwaji 
cheered  them  in  the  camp,  the  nuirch  and  the 
bivouac.  His  bright,  flashing  eye,  and  dear, 
ringing  voice,  inspired  and  nerved  them  in  the 
hour  of  battle. 


«  A  noble  wml  to  lOMrty  b   _ 
A  noble  Kml  Ibr  Uboty  died  r' 

In  this  engagement  our  loss  was  pretty  Bevcre, 
Colonel  H.  Clay  Pate,  and  Lieutenant^lqnd 
Robert  Randolph,  were  also  killed— both  of 
them  brave  and  accomplished  officers. 

Colonel  Henry  Clay  Pate  was  a  native  of 
Western  Virginia.  He  ^ned  some  dietinctioo 
for  gallantry  as  a  partisan  leader  in  Kansas 
during  the  troubles  which  attended  the  for- 
mation of  a  government  in  that  Territory,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  present  war  raised  a 
battalion  of  cavalry  in  this  city,  which  was  soon 
after  merged  into  the  Fifth  Virginia  cavalry, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieo- 
tenant^olonel.  He  served  through  tiie  prin- 
cipal battles  in  Virginia;  and,  wter  ihe  pro- 
motion of  Colonel  Rosser  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier,  he  was  advanced  to  the  conunand  of 
the  regiment  But  a  few  months  have  elapsed 
since  Siis  evpnt.  Colonel  Pate  was  about  thirty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  had  been  married  for 
about  two  years.  He  was  a  gallant  and  daring 
officer,  and  one  whose  loss  will  be  much  re- 
gretted. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  enemy  were  stiDon 
the  same  road,  moving  toward  Richmond,  but 
closely  pressed  by  General  Gordon,  who  came 
up  with  the  Yankee  rear  near  Brook  Ghnrch, 
about  a  mile  from  the  last  line  of  fortifications. 
The  Yankees  turned  down  a  road  leading  to 
Mechanicsville.  Here  we  were  reinforced  by  a 
regiment,  or  a  portion  of  a  regiment  oi  infantry, 
which  we  hoped  would  assist  in  arresting  the 
raidera.  They  were  placed  by  General  Gordon 
on  each  flank,  in  the  place  of  dismounted  men, 
with  ordere  to  double-quick  and  charge  t^to 
enemy's  dismounted  men  simultaneously  wim 
the  cavabry  charge.  Our  boys  raised  the  yell, 
and  were  going  in,  when  the  necessary  sopport 
failed.  The  command  was  then  forced  to  dis- 
mount and  advance  as  skirmishere,  which  wa 
done  immediately,  steadily  driving  the  enemys 
skirmishera,  when  the  recreant  infantry  were 
again  ordered  forward  by  General  Gordon;  but 
the  only  execution  they  did  was  by  firing  into 
our  dismounted  men,  who  were  far  in  the  ad- 
vance, killing  two  and  wounding  several.  They 
then  fell  back  upon  the  road.  This  bad  con- 
duct was  retrieved  by  some  true  men,  four  d 
whom  we  know  personally ;  and  we  vjoold 
have  fared  better  had  there  been  more.  T^ 
expressed  mortification  at  the  course  pursoed 
by  their  comrades,  and  their  action  and  oondoci 
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gfaonM  receive  individual  notice.  Three  ont  of 
the  foQf  were  severely  wounded ;  their  names 
should  be  ftimished. 

Another  instance  is  worthy  of  special  notice. 
The  names  of  the  parties  we  are  unable  to  give. 
We  hope  the  country  may  yet  have  their  names, 
in  contradistinction  to  tiiose  who  did  behave 
hadly.  When  the  first  volley  was  poured  into 
fee  ranks  of  our  advancing  party,  the  dismount- 
ed cavalry  were  left  to  b^  the  bnmt.  An  old 
gendeman  who,  it  seemed,  had  accompanied  his 
600,  a  mere  lad,  out  to  the  field,  brought  his  son 
into  line,  and  both  fought  like  veteran  soldiers. 
Would  tiiat  their  noble  spirit  could  pervade  the 
bosom  of  every  man  wnen  his  home  is  thus 
Bmonsly  endangered ;  and  may  their  noble  con- 
duct be  imitated  by  all,  should  Richmond  be 
sgain  seriously  menaced. 

Our  Hues  held  back  the  enemy  and  drove  him 
gradnaDy  tiU  nightfall  Genend  Gordon  was 
severely  woandea  while  leading  his  men  in  the 
skirmish.  He  unduly  exposed  himself,  to  hold 
his  position  against  tiie  enemy.  The  conunand, 
we  hope,  is  only  temporarily  deprived  of  his 
services.  The  country  cannot  a£ford  to  lose  the 
servioes  of  a  such  a  gallant  and  successful  of- 
ficer in  an  active  campaign,  and  may  Heaven 
soon  see  fit  to  heal  his  wound  and  restore  him 
to  his  devoted  men,  and  may  the  Are  and  en- 
thoBiasm,  with  which  he  inspired  us  in  the  hour 
of  battle,  lose  none  of  its  influence  till  he  is  on 
hiswar^orse  again. 

After  resting  our  weary  frames,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  we  continued  thumping  we  had 
given  the  enemy  had  induced  him  to  causeway 
the  Ghickahominy  swamp  and  make  his  escape. 

This,  undoubtedly,  has  been  by  far  one  of 
the  most  Ihorouehly  equipped,  and  most 
powcrfuIW  supplied  of  Yankee  commands  that 
ever  made  a  raid  into  any  country.  Their 
Dain  object  was  the  capture  and  sack  of  Rich- 
BM>nd ;  yet,  what  has  it  accomplished  ?  So  far 
18  we  see,  the  Yankees  have  only  made  a  hastv 
cbmt,  leaving  poor,  helpless  women  and  chil- 
dren to  su£Eer  along  their  track,  which  seems  to 
be  the  acme  of  Yankee  chivalry.  And  to  whom 
Bidunond  owes  its  security  from  such  a  power- 
ful combinatioii,  we  leave  the  country  to  judge. 
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BATTLE   OP   OLUSTBE,  PLOETOA, 

SURGEON  MAJER'S  REPORT. 

Omoi  CBMe  MmwoAL  Orpiuu,  Dhibict  ov  FIoudi,) 
jMMJKomLtMf  Flosida,  Febnuuy  24, 1864     ) 

Bvffeon  Elm.  8wiftj  United  States  Army,  Medir 
etd  Direolor,  Department  of  the  Sauih  : 
BoL :  It  becomes  my  duly  to  report  to-day  the 
Kenlt  of  an  engagement  between  our  forces 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  T. 
8eymour  and  the  enemy,  occuring  at  a  place 
known  as  Olustee,  Fhu,  and  distant  from  Jack- 
•oDville  some  forty  or  fifty  miles,  in  a  westerly 
direction,  under  tae  following  circumstances:  On 


the  evening  of  February  nineteenth,  the  general 
ordered  his  command  to  be  in  readiness,  with 
several  days*  cooked  rations,  for  a  forward  move- 
ment from  Barber's  Station,  thirty-two  miles  from 
JacksonviUe,  on  the  Florida  Central  railroad.  At 
daybreak,  February  twentieth,  the  command  took 
its  line  of  march  on  the  road  to  Sanderson,  with 
its  cavalry  brigade  and  Elder's  battery,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Guy  Henry,  in  the  ad- 
vance. Passing  Sanderson,  the  general  com- 
manding was  informed,  that  we  should  meet 
the  enemy  in  force — as  the  information  would 
have  it,  fifteen  diousand  strong — some  miles 
this  side  of  Lake  City,  but  no  reliance  was  placed 
on  such  dubious  information,  in  regard  to 
strength  as  weU  as  position.  About  five  miles  , 
further  on,  our  advance  reported  some  sixty  or 
seventy  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  falling  slowly 
back  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  toward 
Lake  City.  A  short  distance  from  that  point, 
our  cavalry  force,  together  with  one  company 
of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  volunteers,  reported 
that  thev  suspected  the  enemy  to  be  directly  in 
front  The  general  commanding  gave  the  order 
to  "halt,"  and  directed  shells  to  be  thrown 
throueh  the  Pine  barren,  as  "  feelers."  Hardly 
had  the  second  shell  departed  when  a  compU- 
ment  in  the  form  of  solid  shot  fell  directly  in 
front  of  the  staff,  a  second  one  following  on 
the  first,  and  a  third  one  passing  closely  over 
our  heads.  No  time  was  to  be  lost  to  bring  our 
guns  into  battery,  and  to  throw  companies  of 
the  Seventh  Connecticut  volunteers  out  as  skir- 
mishers on  our  right  The  infantry  line-of-battle 
was  in  cool  promptness  formed  of  the  brigades 
commanded  respectively  by  Colonels  Barton, 
Forty-eighth  New  York  volunteers,  Hawley, 
SevenUi  Connecticut  volunteers,  and  Montgom- 
ery, Second  Sonth  Carolina  volunteers.  Soon 
our  artillery-fire  became  hot  and  hotter,  and  the 
musketry  incessant 

Looking  about  for  a  convenient  "  ambulance 
depot,"  I  rode  on  our  right  toward  a  couple  of 
log  houses — the  only  ones  within  mttes — ^but 
found,  on  arriving,  these  houses  so  much  ex- 
posed that,  w^ile  inspecting  them,  I  was  in  im- 
minent danger,  in  the  midst  of  heavy  and  light 
missiles,  and,  while  the  topographical  condition 
barely  offered  a  slight  undulation  of  soil,  there 
was  no  protection  for  a  depot  but  the  cover 
extension  of  the  pine  barren.  About  three 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  our  left,  observing 
a  cluster  of  pine  trees,  I  directed  our  ambulances 
(twelve  in  number)  to  be  drawn  up  in  line,  the 
surgeons  preparing  their  instruments  and  appli- 
ances. And  while  the  roar  of  the  artillery  and 
the  musketry  fire  continued  without  intermis- 
sion, our  wounded  men  began  to  arrive,  part 
walking,  some  on  Utters,  and  others  in  open 
ambumce  wagons;  as  it  were,  first  in  single 
drops,  then  trickling,  and  after  a  while  in  a 
stead V  stream,  increasing  from  a  single  row  to  a 
double  and  treble,  and  finally  into  a  mass.  In 
half  an  hour  from  the  commencement  stray 
shots,  passing  through  the  taU  pines,  and  break- 
ing their  trmnks  like  canes,  aomoniBhed  us  to 
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remove  th^  depot  further  to  the  rear,  when 
within  one  mile  we  drew  oar  ambnlances  up  be- 
hind a  small  stream,  and  guarded  in  front  by 
miry  g^und,  thus  securing  a  sufficiency  of 
water,  yet  not  of  suitable  protection  against 
missiles  from  rifled  guns. 

For  three  hours,  without  a  second's  intermis- 
sion, had  tiie  battle  been  raging,  when  suddenly, 
after  a  heavy  artillery  discharge,  we  heard  from 
the  front  three  lusty  cheers,  and  the  firing  ceased 
abruptly.  Our  troops  fell  back  about  one  mile, 
and  I  received  the  order  to  bring  our  wounded 
as  far  to  the  rear  as  we  could  reach  with  our 
(limited)  transportation.  Ambulances,  caissons, 
army  wagons,  litters,  single  horses,  carts,  in 
short,  every  conceivable  mode  of  carrying  was 
made  use  of,  to  secure  the  large  number  of  our 
woimded,  and  with  a  readiness  which  deserves 
high  commendation,  did  everyone  busy  himself 
to  excute  the  order.  There  was  no  depression  of 
spirits  manifested ;  on  the  contrary,  the  morale 
of  the  command  expressed  its  brave  determina- 
tion in  the  words :  '*  We  will  give  it  back  to 
them!" 

Our  troops  fell  back  to  Barber's,  under  the 
protection  of  our  cavalry  brigade,  which,  dur- 
ing die  battle,  was  quietly  drawn  up  in  the  rear 
of  our  right  and  left 

Passing  Sanderson,  I  sent  the  following  tele- 
grams: 

1.  "  To  Surgeon  in  charge  of  Field  Hospital 
at  Barber's  Station : 

"  A  large  number  of  wounded.  Prepare  coffee, 
tea  and  beef  soup." 

2.  ''  To  Post  Surgeon  Smith  at  Jacksonville: 
**8end  immediately  a  train  of  cars,  with  bales 

of  hay,  lint,  bandages  and  stimulants.  Gall  on 
Sanitaiy  (jommission. — Dr.  A.  M.*' 

We  reached  Barber's  at  midnight,  and  while, 
unhappily,  some  forty  cases  of  badly  wounded 
had  to  be  left  at  the  ambulance  depot,  near  the 
battle-fiold  (under  charge  of  Assistant-Surgeon 
C.  A.  Defendorf,  Forty-eighth  New  York  volun- 
teers, and  twenty-three  more  at  Sanderson,  we 
had  now,  after  dismounting  two  companies  of 
cavalry,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  addi- 
tional eighty,  to  lake  care  of  and  forward,  by 
car  and  wagon,  some  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
wounded,  two  hundred  and  fifteen  of  whom 
were  at  once  delivered  to  the  hospital  ship 
"  Cosmopolitan,"  awaiting  at  wharf  of  Jackson- 
ville. A  list  of  the  first  shipment  will  be  for- 
warded by  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  that  steamer. 
A  list  of  those  admitted  to  Uie  hospital  in  Jack- 
sonville, from  the  surgeon  in  charge,  William  A. 
Smith,  Forty-seventh  New  York  volunteers,  I 
hereby  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  together 
with  a  list  of  all  casualties,  as  gathered  from 
the  surgeons  in  charge  of  brijp^es. 

I  beg  leave  to  now  add  the  Allowing  remarks : 
The  expedition  into  Florida,  and  its  occupation, 
we  believed  not  to  be  a  sanguinary  one ;  no  one 
expected,  at  least,  a  resistance  so  bold  and  stub- 
bom,  because  no  concentration  of  from  twelve 


to  fifteen  thousand  enemies  was  deemed  possi- 
ble, and  our  hospital  preparations  at  tlie  post, 
as  well  as  in  the  field,  had,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
engagement,  remained  a  mere  consoUdated  regi- 
ment affftir  in  supplies;  When,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  comparatively  large  number 
of  cases  have  been  well  cared  for,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  dutr  to  be  thankful  to  the  aid  and  assist- 
ance of  the  ever-ready  and  assiduous  agent  of 
the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  Mr. 
A.  B.  Day,  and  to  the  untiring  exertions  of  our 
worthy  colleague,  Su^eon  William  A.  Smith,  in 
charge  of  hospital.  Under  no  ordinary  dream- 
stances  should  I  have  departed  from  the  role  pf 
not  making  requisition  on  the  **  GommisBion,' 
and  unless  such  an  emergency  had  arisen,  in 
which  our  wants  were  urgent  and  large.  Again, 
the  verv  limited  number  of  ambulances  conld, 
inside  the  department,  not  have  been  largely  in- 
creased; therefore,  transportation  on  army 
wagons  and  caissons  could  not  well  have  been 
avoided ;  vet,  in  spite  of  these  deficiendee,  wiU 
any  contribution  to  the  "  Surgical  History  of  tiie 
War"  apeak  but  favorably  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  medical  officers  bore  themselves,  to 
the  credit  of  the  profession  and  administration. 
True,  such  could  not  have  been  the  case  were 
the  character  of  the  wounds  in  the  majority 
grave ;  but,  happily,  tiie  number  of  slight  cases 
is  large,  showing,  for  the  most  part,  wounds  of 
the  lower  extremities,  with  but  few  cases  of 
operations.  Five  hundred,  at  least,  will  be  able 
for  duty  in  less  than  four  weeks,  and  our  loss 
will,  therefore,  be  mostly  temporary.  We  have 
to  regret  the  many  casualties  among  officers,  and 
the  fact  that  we  could  not  recover  all  oar 
wounded,  notwithstanding  an  effort  to  do  so  by 
requesting  this  privilege  under  a  flag  of  tmce. 
I  made  the  proposition  to  the  Greneral  commaad- 
inp^,  who  entertained  the  opinion  that  they 
might  be  well  taken  care  of  by  the  enemy,  bat 
he  finally  yielded  to  the  request,  which,  unfor- 
tunately, was  refused  by  our  opponents.  Mean- 
while, the  number  of  wounded  at  this  post 
(induding  those  of  former  encounters)  has  de- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  sixfy^ve  by  transfer 
of  cases  to  transport  steamers  **  Cosmopolitan," 
"  Dictator"  and  *'  Delaware,"  the  former  making 
within  one  week  two  trips  to  Hilton  Head  and 
Beaufort 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  out  of  place  to  recommend 
that  no  genend  hospital,  beyond  those  already 
existing,  be  established;  and  especially  that 
the  general  hospital  at  Jacksonville  be  merely 
conoucted  as  a  receiving  depot,  whence  to  for- 
ward to  the  above  hospitals,  adding  thereto  8t. 
Augustine,  Florida.  The  remoteness  from  the 
mam  depot  of  supplies  of  tiie  department,  witii 
all  its  annoying  and  delayins^  consequences,  and 
the  readiness  with  whicn  me  returning  empty 
transports  can  be  employed  for  transportatioa 
of  side  and  wounded,  brings  me  to  this  condn- 
sion  ;  and,  while  the  interior  of  Florida,  in  re- 
gard to  healthfulness  among  a  larger  command, 
is  yet  to  be  tested,  there  presents  itself  at  the 
convalescent  hospital,  St  Augustine,  a  hospital 
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utu^ment  which,  when  completed,  will  meet 
iD  d^nnDdB  of  sanitary  law,  with  no  heavy  ex- 
penses. '  Should  the  army  of  occupation  ad- 
TiDce  toward  Middle  Florida,  there  will  be  an 
etsj  and  quick  communication  with  the  de- 
U^hltfal  seaside  of  the  old  Spanish  colony. 

I  am,  siTy  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Dfi.  AiKiLr  Majbb, 
Sungeon  United  SUtet  Vohmteen,  fto. 

IflDIOAL  Duooios's  OmcB,  \ 
April  8, 1664.     / 

fiks :  In  your  report  of  the  battle  of  Olustee, 
you  mention  having  telegraphed  Surgeon  Smith, 
in  chai|;e  of  general  hospital,  Jac£ionviIle,  to 
forward  you  **lint,  bandages,  and  stimulants," 
and  to  "  call  on  Sanitary  Commission.*'  I  desire 
yon  to  inform  me  why  your  medical  officers  were 
not  supplied  with  these  highly  essential  articles 
bef(7e  going  into  the  engagement ;  and,  as  the 
chief  medi<^  officer,  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
District  of  Florida,  knowing  the  troop&  were 
about  to  be  engaged,  what  provision  did  vou 
make  for  having  your  medical  officers  furnished 
witii  everything  required  for  the  comfort  of  the 
wounded  f  Did  you  know  Surgeon  Smith  could 
not  procure  the  articles  you  wanted,  without 
calfing  on  ihe  Sanitary  Commission  ? 

Ton  will  also  state  what  "  aid  and  assistance" 
the  Sanitary  Commission  afforded  you,  and,  to 
^  best  of  your  knowledge,  the  articles,  and 
qoaatities,  furnished  by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ebn.  Swift, 
SorgeoB,  Unltod  States  Anny,  Medical  Director. 

Soigeon  Abolp  Mukb,  IJ.  S.  V. 

Hum  Bmaik  Socih  Giboura,  ) 
April  84, 1864.     f 

Smffeon  Elm.  8w^,  U.  8,  A,,  Medical  Director: 
m :  Having  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the 
battle  of  Olustee,  that  I  telegraphed  Surgeon 
Smith,  in  diarge  of  general  hospital,  Jackson- 
viDe,  to  '^orw^  lint,  bandages  and  stimulants," 
lad  to  "  caO  on  Sanitary  Commission,"  you  de- 
sire loe  cmly  to-day  (^nl  third)  to  inform  you 
"why  my  medical  officers  were  not  supplied 
with  these  highly  essential  articles  before  go- 
bff  into  the  engagement,  and,  as  the  chief  medi- 
cal officer,  the  Medical  Director  of  the  District  of 
norida,  kiiowing  the  troops  were  about  to  be 
eagaged,  what  provision  did  I  ^ou)  make  to 
have  my  (your)  medical  officers  mmished  with 
everything  required  for  Hie  comfort  of  the 
wounded?'  adding:  "Did  you  know  Surgeon 
South  ooald  not  procure  the  articles  you  wanted, 
without  calling  on  the  Sanitary  Commission  ?" 
and  directtng  me  to  state  ^  what  aid  and  assist- 
aooe  tibe  Sanitary  Commission  affi)rded  me,  and, 
to  the  beat  of  my  knowledge,  the  articles  and 
quBDtitiea  furnished  by  them  t" 

BegardiD^  the  information  so  desired  to  be 
ftric^  official,  and  too  far  from  any  necessity 
of  an  excuse  on  my  part,  I  beg  leave,  in  uiswer 
to  the  several  questions,  to  state  the  following 
iKti,  c<nifcMnning  to  and  explaining  my  report : 


That  up  to  the  engagement  at  Olustee,  our  hos- 
pital arrangements  in  the  field,  as  well  as  at 
the  fort,  had  remained  a  mere  consolidated  afv 
fair  of  regiments  in  supplies. 

Returning  on  February  fourth,  by  steamer 
Fulton,  from  leave  of  absence,  and,  reporting  for 
duty  to  the  Medical  Director,  I  was  expected  to 
proceed  to  St.  Augusljjne,  Florida,  and  reassume 
charge  of  the  convalescent  hospital.  To  this 
end  I  had  already  procured  transportation,  when 
I  was  recalled  from  the  boat,  and  put  to  the  al- 
ternative of  relieving  Surgeon  8.  W.  Gross, 
United  States  Volunteers,  on  FoUy  and  Morris 
Islands,  or  to  be  ready  at  once  for  an  expedition 
(probably)  into  Florida.  Expressing  myself 
thankful,  oecause  of  regarding  it  a  favor,  I  de- 
clared my  preference  for  the  expedition,  and 
was,  on  my  request,  by  written  order,  directed  . 
to  report  to  6rigadier-General  T.  Seymour,  a 

Seneiul,  from  personal  acquaintance,  possessing 
le  highest  degree  of  confidence  and  esteem. 
Without  delay,  (nine  o'clock  p.  m.,)  reporting,  I 
was  ordered  to  call  in  the  morning  for  instruc- 
tions, and  received,  on  so  doing,  on  the  morning 
of  the  fifth  the  wishes  of  tiie  general,  that,  u 
possible,  two  ambulances  to  each  regiment  of 
the  command  be  furnished,  and  nothing  be  want 
ing  in  supplies.  Accordingly,  I  addressed  the 
Medical  Director  of  the  department,  and  was  an- 
swered in  these  words :  "I  shall  attend  to  that 
— will  be  there  myself,"  and  "the  Cosmopoli 
tan  can  bring  everything."  Thus  positively  as- 
sured that  the  Medical  Director  would  person- 
ally see  to  it,  I  contented  myself  with  pro- 
curing a  list  oT  the  regiments  under  orders  for 
the  expedition,  and  of  getting  some  information 
as  to  the  qualities  of  any  more  prominent  sur- 

Seons— «n  information,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  read- 
y  given  by  Surgeon  Craven,  the  Medical  Pur- 
veyor. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  the  positive  assu- 
rance that  everything  would  be  attended  to  by 
the  Medical  Director  began  to  lose  somewhat  of 
its  strength,  from  the  direct  inquiry  of  Surgeon 
Swift,  "now  many  ambulances  tibere  were  at 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  how  many  I  had  al- 
ready?*' The  question  "How  many  I  had 
already  ?"  ran  in  direct  line  against  the  assurance 
given  me.  The  question,  "How  many  there 
were  at  Beaufort?  I  justly  thought  could  bet- 
ter and  more  accurately  be  answered  from  the 
reports  of  my  successor,  the  Chief  of  General 
Hospitals  there,  than  nrom  any"  guess,"  by 
a  recollection  since  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber; and  my  doubts  were  certainly  not  dis- 
pelled by  the  circumstance,  that  when,  by  trans- 
port Greneral  Hunter,  six  ambulances  from  Beau- 
fort had  arrived,  they  were  stripped  and  empty, 
and  minus  their  horses-^an  oversight  which,  to 
remedy,  the  transport  had  to  return  to  Beaufort, 
with  my  respectful  caution :  "be  sure  to  not  for- 
get the  harness."  Late  in  the  evening  the 
transport  re-arrived  at  the  Hilton  Head  wharf, 
and  lascertained  then  the  neglect,  that  neither 
driver  nor  forage  had  come  along ;  that  the  horses 
had  not  been  fed  or  even  watered,  nor  had  any 
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backets  been  fumisbed  for  it.  My  doubts  as  to  a 
concerted  action  and  foresight  became,  indeed, 
80  far  dominant,  that  before  embarking  with 
(General  Seymour  on  the  Maple  Leaf,  I  would  for- 
tify myself  by  the  assurance  of  the  Department 
Commander,  **  that  the  medical  supplies  should 
all  be  forwarded  by  the  hospital  steamer,  then 
due  from  New  York."  On  the  evening  of  the 
sixth,  puttine  to  sea,  we  arrived  oflF  St.  John's 
bar  at  early  dawn  of  the  seventh,  and  wending 
our  way  up  the  river,  landed  at  JacksonviUe. 
Immediately  (and  while  a  desultory  firing  in  the 
town  had  not  yet  ceased)  I  was  looking  about 
for  a  proper  hospital  building.  But  before  de- 
finitely deciding  on  it,  bein^  ordered  to  go  for- 
ward with  the  General,  I  directed  Surgeon  W. 
A.  Smith,  Forty-seventh  New  York  volunteers, 
to  act  as  Fost^urgeon,  select  the  buUding  or 
buildings,  and  make  such  temporarv  and  pre- 
liminary arrangements  in  cleaning  and  preparing 
house  and. ground  as  might  be  necessary  and 

Sossible,  until  the  anival  of  the  Medical 
•irector  of  the  department  would  bring  a  de- 
cision about  it,  and  the  supplies  were  received 
for  a  complete  arrangement  The  ambulances, 
brought  sdong,  were  distributed  to  the  regi- 
ments in  the  order  of  their  arrival,  leaving  by-and 
by  a  wh6le  brigade  without  ambulances.  We 
left,  and  within  the  week  I  had  forwarded  a 
small  number  of  sick,  and  about  twenty  wound- 
ed, wben  late  on  Saturday  evening  (thirteenth) 
I  rode  from  Barber's  station  back  with  tiie 
General  to  Jacksonville.  On  our  arrival  we 
found  the  steamers  '*  Ben  Deford"  and  "  Cosmo- 
politan," with  the  General  commanding  tiie  de- 
partment, and  to  my  agreeable  satisfaction,  with 
the  Medical  Director  on  board.  On  asking  for 
the  supplies,  I  was  informed  that  the  Cosmopol- 
itan had  not  yet  touched  at  Hilton  Head,  but 
was  boarded  outside  the  bar  by  the  Department 
Commander,  and  directly  brought  to  Jackson- 
viUe, while  the  Medical  Director  came  on 
another  boat  No  supplies  were  at  JacksonviUe 
other  than  the  regimental  stores,  according  to 
order  left  with  the  Furveyor  of  the  department, 
and  now  stored  at  a  brick  building  near  the 
wharf.  Of  these,  as  many  as  were  required 
(caUed  for)  were  sent  to  the  respective  sur- 
geons, they  being,  through  the  senior  surgeons 
of  brigades,  notified  of  their  being  ready  for 
disposal  To  how  much,  in  every  single  case, 
these  amounted,  cannot  accurately  be  stated. 
There  may,  in  the  one  case,  have  been  more  than 
required  (needed),  of  single  articles;  in  the 
others  ezpectedly  sufQcient;  in  stUl  another 
way  a  want  of  articles  has  been  experienced. 
Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  amount 
in  quantity  and  kmd  would  well  hold  out  till 
the  reserve  depot  should  be  established,  and  the 
articles  used  for  organizing  the  temporary  post 
hospital  at  JacksonviUe,  could  be  returned  to 
then:  original  .(regimental)  issue.  The  Medical 
Director  being  present,  everything  could  come 
under  his  own  observation,  and  hd  acted  upon 
accordingly. 
Thus  matteiK    stood,  when  on    Thursdaj 


(eighteenth)  I  received  notice  from  General 
Seymour  **  that  we  would  leave  at  once  for  the 
front  Not  exactly  that  we  expected  then  a 
sanguinary  engagement,  nor  even  a  feLT-off  (dis- 
tant movement,  but  seeing,  before  we  left  Ber- 
ber's to  come  to  town,  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing a  field  hospitsd  at  that  comparativelj 
secure  place,  and  which  the  G^nend,  I  knew 
from  conversatiQ][i,  would,  (and  did)  fortify,  I 
had  selected  more  than  half  the  regimental 
suppUes  to  be  brought  by  rail  to  Baldwin  and 
thence  by  wheel  to  Barber's,  and  these  supplies 
had  arrived  about  the  same  hour  wifli  the  Gen- 
eral and  staff,  on  Friday,  niiieteenth,  and  could 
be  regarded  as  more  toan  sufficient  To  nake 
sure  of  the  supplies  for  the  post  hoapitil, 
JacksonviUe,  however,  and  of  more  ambulancea 
I  had  requested  the  General  to  send  Sur- 
geon Mulford,  For^y-eighth  New  Tork  volunr 
toers,  to  Jacksonville  and  Hilton  Head,  and 
this,  whUe  not  yet  informed  tiiat  a  for- 
ward dnovement  would  take  place.  Bat  Gd- 
onel  Barton,  his  immediate  commander,  not 
approving  of  his  surgeon  leaving  just  flien, 
the  General  cancelled  the  request,  "  for  some 
days,"  when  at  10  p.  m.,  the  conmukod  was 
ordered  to  have  cooked  rations  prepared,  and 
be  ready  for  the  march  at  daybreak  of  Feb- 
ruary twentieth  (Saturday). 

I  repeat,  I  am  too  far  from  any  necessity  of 
an  excuse  on  my  part,  and  shall,  fiierefore,  con- 
fine myself  to  facts.    It  is  a  fact  that  the  num- 
ber of  ambulances  in  the  command  was  twAve; 
and  tiiat  the  moat  necessary  supplies  of  the 
regiments   had   to   be   carried    **  on  way-side 
carts ;"  but  even  those  few  ambulances  wonld 
not  have  been  on  the  ground  could  I  have  co- 
incided with  the  opinion  of  Surgeon  Swifl,  to 
the  effect,  *'  that  all  my  sick  and  wounded  from 
the  several  posts  along  the  line  of  communica- 
tion, which  might  extend  sixty  miles  or  more, 
should  be  forwarded  to  Jacksonville  on  them," 
and  **  on  them  alone ;"  an  opinion,  direction  os 
order,  in  its  execution  so  impracticable,  howso- 
ever well  meant,  that  the  very  attempt  on  my 
part  to  take  the  only  ambulance  of  a  regiment  a 
the  field,  away  for  an  errand  from  which  il 
could  not  return  in  two,  four,  six,  and  might  not 
in  eight  days,  should,  in  my  conscience,  hav* 
subjected  me  to  the  rigor  of  a  oonri-martia]» 
and  to  the  feeling  that  the  attempt  would  de- 
sef ve  my  summary  dismissal    How,  tlien,  oft 
that  memorable  diay  I  personaDy  behaved,  is 
certainly  not  for  me  to  report;   but  that  laj 
several  surgeons   have   merited    the    highe^ 
praise,  I  have,  to  the  credit  of  profession  and 
patriotism,  recorded.    My  satismction  lies  ^  in 
having  done  my  duty,"  so  acknowledged  by  the 
General  conunanding  in  Special  Orders,  on  beisd 
relieved  m  obedience  to  department  orders,  and 
worded: 

BiADQDABma,  Dsmor  «v  Ft4>au,\ 
J^OKBOinniii^  FuL,  Ifareh  fl^  1861/ 

Speoicd  Orders  No.  35— /FI 

In  obedience  to  orders  frtna   Departmenl 
Headquarters,  Department  of  tiie  Sonlii,  Soigeoi 
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Adolf  Majer  is  relieved  from  duty  as  Medical 
Dffector  of  this  District 

Hie  Brigadier-General  commandiDg  conveys 
OD  this  occasion  to  Surgeon  Major  his  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  excellent  services  rendered  by 
him  during  his  control  of  the  medioal  afiiedrs  of 
this  district,  and  thanks  him  for  the  conscien- 
tioiiB  attention  to  duty  which  has  characterized 
his  administration. 

(Signed)  T.  Setmovb, 

Brlg.-CI«ii«t«l,  U.  S.  v..  Commanding. 

To  Sorgeon  Majsb. 

Sn:  In  drawing  h  resume  from  myminutia, 
I  have  thus  the  honor  and  the  painful  duty  of 
sosweriog  your  several  questions,  as  follows : 

A.  My  medical  officers  were  not  supplied  with 
&e  Ughly  essential  articles,  lint,  bandages  and 
Aunokits,  to  a  sufficiency  adequate  to  our  loss 
in  woonded,  as  experienced  at  the  battle  of 
Ohatee ;  because,  first,  the  loss  of  one  third  of 
oar  forces  engaged  was  so  unexpected,  that 
&e  nDgainary  occurrence  of  itself  has  become 
n  event  highly  deplored  and  creating  surprise. 
Second,  while  for  any  ordinary  loss  (say  from 
two  hundred  to  three  hundred)  provision  had 
k«D  Bisde,  by  bringing  the  avsolable  stores  of 
•EfTQii  regiments  to  the  nearest  secure  place  in 
ear  rear,  there  was  yet  the  necessary,  and  in  any 
momg  army  customary,  reserve  depot  of  sup- 

feDot  established  until  several  days  after  the 
Third,  a  laree  part  of  the  reeimenlal  sup- 
I^M  has  been  used  for  organizing  the  post  (gen- 
flol)  ho^ital  at  JacksonviUe,  as  a  receiving  depot 
of  tick  and  wounded,  and  a  number  of  boxes 
m&ained  stored,  with  their  promiscuous  oon- 
teots.    And  while, 

K  I  did  know  that  Surgeon'  Smith  at  all,  or 
B  time,  could  not  procure  the  articles  we  want- 
hI  without  caUiDK  on  the  Sanitary  Commission, 
Aero  consisted  tne  aid  and  assistance  afforded 
fee,  OQ  the  following  services  performed :  The 
^gent,  Mr.  A.  B.  Day,  not  only  furnished,  with 
Katriable  promptness,  lin^  bandages,  and 
HbnJantB,  but  in  addition,  shirts,  drawers, 
^ocbngs,  slippers,  sheets,  pillows,  pillow-cases, 
■  linen,  bed-0to<Jc,  soda  crackers,  condensed 
A  dried  apples,  v^etables,  curried  cabbage, 
pooiate,  preserves,  wines,  &c.,  &c.,  in  quanti- 
■•  I  do  not  even  ^proximately  recollect,  but 
wwhidi  1  receipted.  The  Medical  Director 
■BKlf^  being  so  informed,  suggested  that  he 
NaU  other  retom  them  in  Idnd  or  pay  for 
■•  a  proposition,  in  which  to  share,  does 
MeoBM  within  my  official  province  nor  within 

tneans,  and  must,  therefore,  entirely  be  left 
hia  action.    While  in    the  name   of  our 
led,  I  feel  thankful  for  the  timely  supplies, 
il  aid  and  assistance  has  not  been  re- 
I,  nor,  if  I  am  correct,  been  rendered.    In 
"  _  the  wounded  from  Baldwin,  I  sent 
sHistaiit  surgeon  with  each  car  (drawn  by 
■^),  iod  Mr.  Day's  personal  services  were 
aeritorious  beyond  praise,  as  was  his 
to  stay,  in  addition  to  Assistant  Surgeon 
'  Fortry-eighth  New  York  vohmteen. 


with  the  wounded  near  the  battle-field,  cer- 
tainly generous,  but  finally  not  necessary  or 
practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  Db.  Aj>olf  Majer, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Y.,  lat«  Medical  Director,  District  of  Florida. 

Mbhgal  DnacTOK's  Oftiok,       \ 
BnsoH  Hbad,  April  7, 1864.  / 

Doctor:  In  reply  to  my  communication  to 
you  of  the  third  instant,  you  say :  "  To  make 
sure  of  the  supplies  for  the  general  hospital  at 
Jacksonville,  however,  and  for  more  ambulances, 
you  had  addressed  a  request  to  the  (General  to 
send  Surgeon  Mulford,  Forty-eighth  New  York 
volunteers,  to  Jacksonville,  fla.,  and  Hilton 
Head."  Was  not  this  at  Dr.  Mulford's  own 
suggestion,  that  he  might  be  able  to  see  his 
side  wife  ?  Did  you  know  of  any  ambulances 
you  could  get  by  sending  Dr.  Mulford  for  them  ? 

At  Barber's  place,  you  state  yon  had  ten 
wounded,  and  in  advance  of  that  two  others. 
You  had  twelve  ambulances,  on  your  own  admis- 
sion, and  that  was  not  all  your  transportation, 
to  transport  those  from  Barber's  place  to  Jack- 
sonville, a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles.  In  ref- 
erence to  this  matter,  from  your  remarks  on 
page  six  of  your  letter,  am  I  to  infer  that  you 
received  my  order  "  to  send  in  vour  wounded  at 
once,"  and  that  you  disobeved  that  order  be- 
cause it  was  so  impracticable,  and  did  you  in- 
form me  of  that  impracticability,  that  I  might 
make  other  arrangements  ? 

Please  to  inform  me  if  the  list  of  articles,  fur- 
nished by  the  Sanitary  Commission  was  sent  to 
^e  front,  and  give  me  an  approximate  idea  of 
(be  bulk,  a  carload  or  a  cart-load,  and  what  was 
their  mode  of  transportation  f  I  desire  also  to 
know  if  Mr.  Day  had  any  one  to  assist  him  in 
his  "  meritorious  "  services,  and  if  you  know  of 
medical  officers  abandoning  their  dressings? 

You  say  you  returned  to  Jacksonville  on  the 
thirteenth  witb  the  General  Did  you  precede 
your  wounded  ? 

I  desire  to  know  how  many  medical  officers 
you  had  with  you  in  the  engagement  of  the 
twentieth,  and  if  the  meritorious  conduct  of 
any  one  of  them  deserves  especial  mention  by 
name  ;  also,  how  many  seriously  wounded  you 
had  in  that  engagement,  and  how  many  of  these 
required  amputation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Ebn.  Swipt, 
Surgeon,  U.  &  A.,  MedJotl  Director. 
To  Surgeon  A.  Majeb, 

n.&T.HiUo&Head,&a 

April  8, 1864  ] 

Surgeon  Ebn.  Sunft,  U.  8.  A.,  Medical  Direo- 

tor,  Department  of  the  South : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  sevesal  questions,  bearing 
on  mv  report  about  supplies,  of  April  third  and 
fourth,  and  addressed  to  me  on  April  seventh, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows : 

1.  I  intended  to  send  Assistant  Suixeon  A. 
W.  Greenleaf,  Second  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
but  Suigeou  Mulford,  Forty-eighth  New  York, 
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suggesting  that  he  might  be  able  to  see  his  wife, 
at  uie  same  time,  I  was  prompted  to  select  him. 
There  was  one  ambulance  (broken)  for  repair, 
and  one  under  the  care  of  Captain  Dun  ton,  Chief 
Quartermaster  of  the  District  of  Jacksonville; 
two  were  in  the  use  of  the  Department  Com- 
mander at  Hilton  He^,  and  one  was  left  at  St. 
Helena  Island,  belonging  to  Seventh  Connecticut 
volunteers. 

2.  The  opinion  of  the  Medical  Director  was 
verba^  as  usual,  and  might  have  been  construed 
as  dSection,  instruction  or  order,  but  had  not 
been  insisted  upon,  after  my  explanations  were 
given.  Should  I  have  received  a  written  order, 
direction  or  instruction,  its  execution  would 
have  required  the  endorsement  "  OflQcial "  from 
the  (General  commanding,  hy  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General. In  the  the  particular  case  re- 
ferred to,  I  had  received  a  telegram  from  the 
Medical  Director,  then  at  Jacksonville,  delivered 
at  Sanderson,  ten  miles  in  advance  of  Barber's, 
when,  hy  instructions,  I  had  given  the  day  pre- 
vious, our  sick  and  wounded  were  ahready  on 
the  way  to  Jacksonville,  under  charge  of  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  P.  Rector,  then  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifteenth  New  York  volunteers,  who 
will  fuUy  explain  the  delay  on  the  road. 

3.  Articles  furnished  by  Sanitary  Commission 
before  the  battle  of  Olustee  were,  togetlier  with 
ihe  regimental  stores,  brought  to  Baldwin  by 
car,  and  thence  by  wheel  to  Barber's,  arriving 
there  the  evening  previous  to  the  batde.  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Greenleaf  had  charge  of  them, 
and  can  state  the  number  of  boxes,  Sie  car  and 
wagons.  Articles  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
Commission  after  the  battle,  and  on  my  telegram 
to  Sureeon  Smith*  came  to  Baldwin  by  car.  Mr. 
A.  B.  Day,  came  along  with  them,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  Tremain,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts 
volunteers.  The  Doctor  will  give  all  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  kind  and  quantity.  The  medi- 
cine chest  of  Forty-eighth  New  York  volunteers 
was  left  at  Barber's,  and  most  of  their  stores 
were,  together  with  baggage,  commissary  stores, 
muskets,  &c.,  destroyed,  to  gain  every  available 
transportation  for  our  wounded. 

4.  Returning  from  the  front  on  the  thirteenth, 
I  started  with  the  Greneral  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  sick  and  wounded,  but  arrived,  riding 
from  Sanderson  through  in  the  night,  twenty- 
four  hours  before  them  at  Jacksonville.  The 
delay,  as  stated  in  ^'2,"  will  be  explained  by 
Assistant^urgeon  Rector. 

5.  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  monthly  report 
of  medical  officers  in  the  conmiand.  llie  r^- 
ments  and  detachments  engaged  had  their  medi- 
cal officers  nresent,  as  mentioned  in  that  report 
llie  medical  officers  all  have  done  their  duty — 
it  becomes  a  civilian  only  to  be  meritorious. 
The  number  of  seriously  wounded,  coming 
under  iny  observation,  was  not  above  three  hun- 
dred. There  were,  to  my  knowledge,  only  three 
ainputations. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant  Db.  Abolt  Majeb, 

Sorgioii  U.  s.  T. 


Hnamr  HiAD,  a  C,  AprU  1, 1164. 

Sm:  In  your  communication  to  me  of  this 
date,  you  say :  **  Should  I  have  received  a  writ- 
ten order,  instruction  or  direction,  its  execution 
would  have  required  the  endorsement  'Official' 
from  the  General  commanding,  by  the  Assistaot 
Ac^'utant-C^eneraL"  Am  I  to  infer  from  diis 
that  you  will  not  obey  a  "  written  order,  instruo- 
tion  or  direction  "  given  by  the  Medical  Director 
of  this  department  unless  that  written  order, 
instruction  or  direction  is  made  official  by  the 
General  commanding,  or  his  AdjntantGeneral. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Ebh.  Swift, 
Burgeon,  U.  a  A.,  Medtal  Dfnelv 

To  Surgeon  Apolf  Majbb, 

Surgeon,  U.  8L  Y* ,  (pnaenSi.) 

HuAMi  HiAD,  8b  C,  April  8,  IMi 

Sir  :  The  charge  of  the  ambulances  is,  if  I  mi 
correct,  by  Army  R^^lations,  given  to  te 
Quartermaster  Department,  and  I  would,  how* 
ever  I  might  try  to  enforce  an  order  froim  ^ 
Medical  Director's  Office,  have  to  provide  my- 
self witii  an  "official"  endorsement  from  tiM 
Adjutant-General's  Office  for  the  compliance  m 
the  part  of  quartermasters.  Any  order,  instrvv 
tion,  direction  or  wish  from  my  siq>erior  offio« 
of  the  Medical  Department  has  be^n,  is  and  at 
ways  will  be  strictiy  obeyed  by  me,  to  whoo 
good  order  and  military  discipline  is  not  only  a 
habit,  but  I  may  say  a  religion,  in  medical  i 
ters.  My  observation  in  to-day's  oommu 
tion  has  ovUr  a  bearing  to  the  ambulances, 
am  sorry  it  has  received  a  general  appHc  " 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  oh 
servant, 

Db.  Aixy  Mup,     i 

Snrgeon  U.  S.  T.  I 

Surgeon  Ebn.  Swept, 
U.  a  ▲.,  MAdtod Director,  Deptftmani  of  tlM  Soirtb, 

HUtaaHeed,a& 


Doa  63. 
GEN.  KAUTZ'S  GAYALBY  EXPEDITIO] 
IvmFtaui,  iujio,ia 

The  cavalry  division  under  command  of  ( 
era!  Kautz  has  just  reached  City  Point,  a 
one  of  the  most  daring  and  successfol  n 
during  the  war.  The  great  railroad  fhtm  1 
don  to  Richmond  has  been  repeatedly  cut 
bridges  burned,  and  the  inpourin^  of  reinfo 
ments  to  the  threatened  rebel  capital  and  to 
leagnered  Petersburg  has  been  stopped  f< 
fortnight  to  come. 

(General  Kaute's  division  had  been  for  • 
time  lying  at  Getty's  Station,  near  Portsnra 
awaiting  the  signal  for  the  general  advaac 
the  Umon  armies.  It  is  Goiiq;K>8ed  of 
cavalry  brigades.  The  firpt,  oonsistii^  of 
Third  New  York  and  First  District  Cola 
cavalry,  is  under  command  of  Oolond 
Mix,  a  tiie  Third  New  York,  and  the 
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conpoMd  of  ihe  Fifth  and  Eleventh  PeDn^lva- 
aia  cataby,  is  commanded  b^  Colonel  S.  P. 
8petf  of  the  Eleventh.  In  addition  to  the  how- 
iter  battery  attached  to  each  regiment,  a  seo- 
tkm  of  the  Eighth  New  York  battery,  imder 
flOffimandjpf  Lientenant  Morton,  was  atteched  to 
fte  expeaitioD. 

The  command  left  Gretty's  station  at  day- 
break on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  simnl^ 
Beondy  with  the  ascent  of  the  James  rirer  by 
General  SmitL  We  passed  through  Suffolk  at 
aidday,  bat  were  unable  to  prevent  the  inhab- 
iteotB  of  that  town  from  sending  couriers  in  ad- 
nnce  to  telegraph  our  approach.  The  column 
kited  for  tiie  night  at  Andrew's  Comers,  about 
ifteen  mfles  from  Suffolk,  where  some  slight 
WDoyaQce  was  experienced  from  the  bush- 
Tiackers. 

For  eight  miles  the  woods  were  on  fire.  The 
CHftbiotioQ  was  caused  by  the  men,  as  they 
ttde  along,  throwing  the  inextinguishable 
Mtobes,  in  coomion  use  in  the  army,  into  t^e 
MMnuh,  after  lighting  their  pipes.  At  nine 
h&e  evening  the  scene  was  magnificent  The 
•ffiitry  was  lighted  up  in  every  direction  by 
taa^  columns  of  luminous  smoke,  that  rose 
I  fcn  the  thick  black  mass  that  surmounted  the 
lines.  At  twelve  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed 
jfli  die  colunm  passed  through  Windsor  at 

fIRlMuk. 

uis  whole  section  of  country  is  densely 
vooded,  mainly  with  the  pine  and  cedar,  and 
^|»Knt8  a  feature  almost  entirely  new  to  our 
My  in  the  matter  of  fences.  Although  so 
Jir  our  lines,  and  likely  at  any  moment  to  be 
(k  scene  of  military  operations,  the  fences  re- 
Wd  standing,  an  indisputable  proof  of  the 
ittrcity  of  visits  by  the  soldiers  of  either  side 
tellie  neighborhood. 

We  pushed  on  rapidly  for  the  Blackwater, 

S^Miing  to  cross  if  possible  at  the  Blackwater 

n^;  bat,  discovering  that  the  rebels,  in- 

*nied  of  our  s^proach,  had  massed  a  heavy 

vce  to  receive  us,  General  Kautz  turned  to  the 

Jitii,  and  moved  on  Femsville.    The  advance 

gfcd  icto   the    village,  and    captured    the 

P^  and  a  mail-carrier,  who,  believing  us  to 

liebeb,  had  not  attempted  to  escape  until  too 

It  was  here  discovered  that  the  rebels 

built  two   forts    to   protect  Blackwater 

ige,  which  crosses  the  Blackwater  within 

nulee  of  the  village.    As  it  would  be  im- 

able  to  efiect   a    crossing    here    without 

loss,  the  head  of  the  column  was  turned 

Smithfield,  and  rebel  couriers  flew  be- 1 

^^  to  poblish  our  approach.    After  a  short  | 

ttti,  however,  we  turned  again  to  the  north, 

KMtfching  rapidly  along  country  roads,  sue- : 
ed  in  reacbiing   Wall  bridge,  before,  the  , 
"  rebel  picket  stationed  there  could  be  rein-  j 
L   Colonel  Spear's  advance  charged  across 
_^^idg8  on  foot,  before  the  rebels  could 
J^y  destroy  it,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict  cap- 
ten  of  the  enemy,  and  wounded  a  rebel 
^  Pant    Lieutenant  Frudhomme,  Assistant 
N>Qt43eneral  of  the  First  brigade,  was  se« 
^«.XI-Doa  30 


verely  wounded  while  charging  with  the  ad- 
vance. 

We  were  at  length  across  the  Blackwater. 
By  skilful  manoeuvring  we  had  succeeded  in 
forcing  the  much-vaimted  defensive  line  which 
the  rebels  have  long  deemed  invulnerable  to  a 
cavalry  raid.  Nothing  remained  between  us 
and  the  great  Souths  rn  railroad  but  the  Notto- 
way. We  halted  at  dark  at  Wakefield,  on  the 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad,  and  tore  up 
the  track  for  a  long  distance. 

At  two  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  we  were 
again  in  the  saddle,  and  a  few  hours  afterward 
Captain  Pierce,  of  the  Third  New  York,  charged 
into  Lyttleton  and  captured  a  rebel  commissary, 
ten  men  and  three  wagons  loaded  with  ammu- 
nition, rations  and  forage.  One  of  the  wagons 
proved  to  be  one  that  nad  last  year  been  cap- 
tured from  Company  H,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  by  the  rebels.  At  this  point  the 
horses  began  to  give  out,  and  all  equestrians 
met  upon  the  road  were  dismountea  without 
oeremony.  So  little  was  it  expected  that  the 
Yankees  would  be  able  to  penetrate  this 
country,  that  we  were,  invariably  taken  for 
rebels  by  the  inhabitants,  until  we  approached 
Homer's  Well.  We  were  warmly  welcomed  by 
some  of  the  natives,  who  notified  us  that  a 
large  force  of  Yankees  were  endeavoring  to 
cross  the  Blackwater.  Others  again,  who  con- 
versed with  some  of  the  officers  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  were  rebel  soldiers,  regretted 
that  the  war  was  not  yet  over,  and  seemed  to 
belong  to  the  party  of  our  "  peace  on  any  terms" 
politicians  of  the  North. 

Passing  to  the  right  of  the  Sussex  Court- 
house, the  column  reached  Homer's  Well 
at  twelve  o'clock  m.,  where  by  some  means  our 
true  character  was  discovered,  and  a  courier 
sent  ahead.  Upon  feacning  Boiling's  bridge, 
which  crosses  the  Nottoway,  we  found  that  uie 
rebels  had  torn  up  the  centre  planks  and  were 
in  rifle-pits  upon  the  opposite  side.  Captain 
Pierce,  with  his  squadron,  charged  on  foot 
across  the  bridge,  and  drove  the  enemy  into  tiie 
woods.  The  missing  planks  were  replaced  by 
fence  rails,  and  the  column  was  soon  across  the 
stream,  and  moving  rapidly  on  Stony  Creek  sta- 
tion, where  a  battalion  of  the  Holcome  Legion, 
under  Major  Siegler,  were  intrenched  in  the 
houses.  The  carbineers  of  the  Third  New 
York  were  dismounted,  and  moved  forward  as 
infantry  skirmishers,  under  command  of  Major 
Jacobs,  while  two  bodies  of  troops  forded  the 
creek  and  got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  cutting 
ofif  all  retreat  The  howitzer  batt^ies,  and  the 
three-inch  rifles  of  the  Jlighth  New  York  bat- 
tery, opened  on  the  place,  and  after  a  desperate 
resistance  the  enemy  were  driven  into  the 
turnpike,  where  they  surrendered.  The  two 
bridges  at  this  place  were  soon  in  flames,  and 
ihe  track  torn  up  for  a  considerable  distance. 
The  communication  between  Richmond  and 
Weldon  was  thus  for  the  first  time  during  the 
war  eflFectually  broken. 

Three   thousand   rebel  troops   had   passed 
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fhrough  Stony  Greek  statioD  just  previous  to 
oar  arrival,  and  five  thousand  more  were  on 
their  way  from  Weldon.  *  Owing  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  teleg^n^hic  communication,  however, 
they  discovered  that  something  was  wrong,  and 
stopped  at  the  bridges  below,  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify.  Lar^e  quantities  of  pro- 
visions and  forage  were  tovma  at  Stony  Greek, 
and  all  that  could  not  be  carried  off  were 
destroyed,  together  with  some  cotton,  and  a 
large  number  of  railroad  tools. 

During  the  night  Gobnel  Spear  was  sent 
with  his  brigade  ^to  attack  Jarre tt's  station, 
about  fifteen  miles  below  Stony  creek.  This 
point  was  reached  early  in  the  morning ;  but 
the  enemy,  over  a  thousand  in  number,  held  a 
strong  position  in  the  woods  around  the  station, 
and  succeeded  in  repulsing  a  desperate  charge 
of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  arri- 
val of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  however,  with 
the  howitzer  batteries,  the  attack  was  renewed, 
and  after  two  hours  of  fighting  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  the  place,  with  the  loss  of  over 
twenty  killed  and  an  unknown  number 
wounaed.  Forty  prisoners  were  taken  here. 
Immense  qoantities  of  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion were  destroyed  at  this  place,  and  the  buOd- 
ings  composing  the  station,  together  with  a 
laree  water-tank,  were  consumed  by  fire. 

In  the  meantime  General  Kautz  with  Mix's 
brigade,  had  moved  down  to  White  bridge, 
where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Nottoway,  about 
six  miles  from  Stony  creek.  Here  three  thou- 
sand rebels,  ander  JColonel  Tabb,  of  the  Fifty- 
ninth  Virginia,  were  found  intretfohed  in  a  fort 
commanding  the  bridge.  The  rebel  skirmishers 
extended  for  a  mUe  along  the  railroad,  and  wore 
soon  engaged  in  a  sharp  conflict  with  the  car- 
bineers of  the  Third  New  York,  under  Major 
Jacobs.  The  First  Drstrict  Golumbia,  under 
Major  Baker,  entered  the  woods  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  and  succeeded  in  turning  the 
enemy's  position.  This  regiment  is  armed  with 
&e  sixteen  shooters,  and  me  accuracy  and  rar 
pidity  of  their  firing  soon  threw  the  right  of  the 
enemy  into  confusion.  The  howitzers  and 
Lieutenant  Morton's  three  inch-battery  now 
opened  on  the  rebels,  who  commenced  retreat- 
ing rapidly  in  the  direction  of  their  fort 
Spear's  brigade  soon  made  its  appearance, 
coming  up  the  railroad  track,  and  completed 
the  discomfiture  of  the  enemv,  who  fled  in 
confusion.  The  enemy  were  driven  peU-mell 
into  their  fort  and  numbers  of  them  captured, 
and  the  bridge,  under  a  heavy  discharge  of 
musketry  ircftti  the  fort,  was  set  on  fire  and 

? guarded  until  completely  destroyed,  when  our 
orces  were  withdrawn. 

The  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
hard  service  they  had  been  compelled  to  en- 
dure, had  completely  used  up  the  horses,  and  a 
halt  was  made  for  necessary  rest  for  both  man 
and  beast,  at  Sussex  Gourt-house.  We  found  a 
hotel  at  this  place,  where  a  few  who  were 
desirous  of  partaking  of  the  luxury  of  a  glass 
of  apple-jack,  discovered  that  the  selling  price 


of  that  beverage  was  three  dollars  a  gksB. 
At  da7break  on  Monday  the  march  was  re- 
sumed, and  General  Kautz,  having  discovered 
upon  reaching  Lytfleton  that  it  was  romored 
through  the  country  that  (General  Smith  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Petersburg,  th^  cdamn 
was  hauled  to  the  north,  and  we  begvi  cor 
march  for  Gity  Point  A  few  miles  firom  Ljt- 
tleton  the  advance  met  and  scattered  a  party 
of  home  guards,  under  Major  Beker.  No  fur- 
tiier  annoyance  was  met  with,  and  at  eveoiog 
the  column  had  reached  the  Norfolk  and 
Petersburg  railroad,  about  four  miles  south  of 
the  latter  place.  The  track  was  torn  up  and 
the  bridge  burned  here,  cutting  off  a  train  of 
cars  that  had  gone  down  the  rcMtd,  whidi  may 
easily  be  captured  or  destroyed  whenever  a 
party  is  sent  down  the  road  for  that  purpose. 

As  we  neared  Petersburg  canonading  coold 
be  distinctly  heard,  and  from  the  reports  of  the 
rebels  we  learned  that  battles  were  beiog 
fought  daily.  (General  Long^treet  was  said  to 
be  wounded,  and  General  Jenkins  killed, 
although  they  claimed  to  have  repulsed  oar 
troops  every  time. 

On  Monday  night  the  column  bivouacked  at 
Zion  church,  about  six  miles  from  Gity  Point, 
and  entered  that  place  this  morning  about  ten 
o'clock,  after  having  successfully  accomplished 
every  object  of  the  expedition,  bringing  with 
them  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  thirteen 
of  whom  were  officers. 

THE  SECOND  EZPEDmOK. 

CkiT  Poorr,  Vomcoa,  Taosdaj,  Vmj  IT,  IML 

To-day  Brigadier-General  Kautz  again  entered 
Gity  Point  on  his  return  from  another  still  more 
daring  and  successful  raid  within  the  enemj'a 
lines  than  he  made  a  few  days  ago. 

Arriving  at  this  place  on  the  tenth  from  ha 
raid  upon  the  Weldon  and  Petersburg  railroad, 
he  crossed  the  Appomattox  on  the  elevendi.and 
the  next  morning  at  sunrise,  leaving  behind  all 
sick  men  and  horses,  again  set  out  to  destroy 
rebel  communications  with  their  capital  He 
moved  his  diminished  division— consisting  of  ttro 
brigades :  the  first  composed  of  the  Third  New 
York  cavalry,  under  Major  Hall,  and  the  First 
District  Golumbia,  Major  Baker,  Major  Jacobs 
of  the  Third  conunandrng ;  and  the  ^cond  bri- 
gade Fifth  Pennsylvania,  Maior  Kline,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Goionel  Stetzer,  com- 
manded by  Golonel  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh,  and 
one  section  of  the  Eighth  New  York,  Third  Bat- 
tery, Lieutenant  Morton—rapidly  in  the  direction 
of  Ghesterfield  Gourt-house,  crossing  the  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  Railroad,  in  the  vicini^  of 
Fort  Darling,  and  thence  on  the  arc  of  a  arde 
of  about  fourteen  miles  radius  from  Richmcod, 
until  at  midnight  he  struck  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  railroad,  at  Goalfield  station,  eleveo 
miles  from  Richmond. 

After  destroving  the  track  for  along  distaooe, 
burning  the  aepot,  a  few  cars  and  a  h»T& 
amount  of  wood,  he  proceeded  immediatdy 
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doTv-n  ike  road  to  Powhatan,  where  the  same 
proceffi  was  repeated. 

igtin  he  pnrsaed  his  conrse  along  the  track, 
notuhe  came  to  the  Appomattox  river.  Here 
it  was  foand  the  enemj  had  become  apprised 
of  oar  movements,  and  had  strongly  reinforced 
ibe  deladmi^nt  guarding  the  bridge,  and  as  the 
eohmn  advanced,  opened  upon  it  from  the  op- 
posite bank  with  several  pieces  of  artUlery. 
ilie  enemy's  force  and  position  made  it  from 
this  gide  imjpregnable.  General  Eautz  then 
Boved  Mb  division  down  the  river,  by  a  cir- 
erntons  rente,  a  few  miles,  mitil  he  came  to  a 
bog  and  high  county  bridge,  which  was  found 
partiaDy  destroyed. 

This  he  repaired  and  crossed,  and  at  daylight 
oa  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  again  struck 
the  railroad  at  Ghula,  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  At 
this  place  was  found  and  captiu'ed  and  de- 
itrojed  a  powerful  locomotive  and  a  train  of 
era,  which,  during  the  evening  before,  had 
WoQght  up  additional  reinforcements  for  the 
defence  of  the  bridge.  Here,  too,  the  destruc- 
^OQ  of  the  railroad  and  appendages  was 
Iboroi^hly  accomplished. 

^Vhfle  this  was  being  done,  the  Eleventh 
P^DsyiTania,  which  at  this  time  had  the  ad- 
duce, was  ordered  to  make  a  detour  on  the  left 
«  west  Bide  of  the  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  a  bridge  over  Swift  creek,  wnich  lay 
between  our  forces  and  the  Appomattox  river, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  distant  from  Chula 
Sation.  As  the  Third  New  York  came  up,  the 
carbineers  of  that  regiment  were  ordered  to 
dionoant  and  proceed  directly  by  the  track  to 
the  same  point 

The  Eleventh  met  the  enemy  first  near  the 
l»idge,and  were  driven  back  by  a  hot  fire  from 
4e  rebel  sharpshooters,  who  were  lying  in  rifle- 
pits  and  among  feJlen  timber.  The  Third  then 
toe  down  on  a  double-quick,  and  as  they  came 
tithin  range,  oonunenced  a  vigorous  fire,  at  the 
IR&e  time  deploying  right  and  left  as  skir- 
■nbers,  taking  advantage  of  trees  and  brush- 
Jwd  to  cover  their  advance.  In  a  few  minutes 
■Bj  recovered  aU  which  had  been  lost,  and 
Jofe,  for  they  reached  the  bridge,  though  at 
■c  sacrifice  of  many  of  their  best  men. 

This  position  vras  held  for  upward  of  an  hour 
Jder  a  deadly  fire ;  but  all  attempts  to  destroy 
m  bridge  were  fruitless,  as  it  was  wet  with  a 
•cent  rsdn,  and  could  not  be  binned.  The 
•derwaa  finally  given  to  withdraw,  as  the  work 
Jjttiie  depot  had  been  accomplished,  and  a  fur- 
fcr  dononstration  could  only  have  resulted  in 
jweleas  waste  of  life,  the  enemy,  from  his  rein- 
wc^nents,  undoubtedly  numbering  two,  if  not 
we«,  to  our  one.  Besides,  too,  if  riunor  could 
fc  credited,  a  strone  force  of  cavalry  was  en- 
coring to  find  and  intercept  us. 

leaving,  then,  the  Danville  road,  the  colunm 
*»•  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  Southside 
^^ilnittd,  striking  it  the  same  day  just  before 
^t  at  Wellville  and  Black's  and  White's 
wioQS.  This  road,  with  station-houses,  cars, 
fe,  was  also  effectoally  destroyed  for  several 


miles.  Marching  again  nearly  all  night  and  the 
dav  following,  Brunswick  Court-house,  but  a  few 
utiles  from  tne  North  Carolina  state  line,  was 
reached  at  dusk  of  the  fifteenth,  Sunday. 

Here,  for  the  first,  horses  and  men  were  al- 
lowed to  rest,  except  to  tear  up  track,  fight  or 
feed.  At  sunrise  the  march  was  resumed  to- 
ward the  Bridge  on  the  Weldon  and  Peters- 
burg raihroad,  over  the  Meherren.  From 
prisoners  captured  and  information  derived 
from  reliable  sources,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  was  apprised  of  our, coming,  and 
had  collected  a  force  of  six  to  eight  Uiousand  (?) 
and  a  battery  of  artillery  to  resist  us,  and  not 
only  to  resist  at  that  point,  but  to  prevent  our 
further  advance,  while  other  forces  in  our  rear 
should  cut  off  our  retreat  by  the  route  over 
which  we  had  passed. 

General  Kautz,  however,  with  consununate 
skill,  completely  baffled  their  expectations.  He 
pressed  his  column  forward  until  he  drove  in 
the  outer  line  of  the  enemy,'  and  then,  while 
they  probablv  imagined  he  was  preparing  for 
battle,  turned  short  to  the  left  and  crossed  the 
railroad  at  Jarrett's  station,  eight  or  ten  miles 
above  them.  This  place  was  destroyed  by  this 
same  division  of  Gknend  Kautz  the  week  before, 
and  was  now  partially  repaired,  only  to  be  again 
destroyed.  Near  here  was  also  a  pontoon  train, 
consisting  of  a  dozen  or  more  boate,  which  the 
rebels  had  used  in  repairing  the  bridge  over 
the  Nottoway.    These  were  burned. 

The  march  was  then  continued  toward  City 
Point  by  way  of  Prince  (Jeorge  Court-house. 
As  we  came  to  a  long  bridge  on  our  course, 
which  crossed  the  Nottoway,  and  over  which 
we  must  pass,  a  party  of  rebels  were  found  cut- 
ting it  down,  and  throwing  the  planks  into  the 
stream.  The  First  District  of  Columbia,  then  in 
advance,  at  once  charged  them,  and  held  the 
place  until  it  was  again  ready  for  crossing. 

The  last  attempt  made  to  interfere  witii  our 

E regress  was  made  near  Prince  Gteoree  Court- 
ouse  by  a  detachment  of  rebel  cavalry,  aided 
by  a  considerable  force  of  guerrillas,  who  en- 
deavored to  cut  off  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  then 
in  rear.  Quite  a  skirmish  ensued,  but  the  Fifth 
proved  too  much  for  the  bushwhackers  and 
their  associates.  At  four  o'clock  this  afternoon 
the  division  entered  City  Point,  having  made  a 
complete  circle  in  the  most  vital  section  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  effectually  destroying  or  in- 
terrupting for  some  time  all  railroad  and  tele- 
^phic  communication  between  the  South  and  ' 
its  rebel  capital* 

AN0THE31  AOOOONT. 

BnoEuiu  BxmoKBf,  Yi.,  May  19. 

It  was  noon  of  May  the  twelfth  that  (General 
Kautz,  with  his  noble  division  of  cavalry,  com- 
menced a  movement  which  had  for  ite  object 
the  destruction' of  the  four  main  railroads  lead- 
ing to  BichmoncL  The  men  who  were  to  per- 
form this  arduous  dnty  had  just  returned  from 
a  raid  of  a  similar  character,  and  were  thorough* 
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\j  fatigued  from  the  effects  of  long  marches,  loss 
of  sleep  and  short  allowances  of  food.  But  their 
patriotism  instilled  into  them  an  energy  that 
demonstrated  that  the  work  to  be  done  would 
be  faithfully  and  successfully  performed,  as  the 
subjoined  seauel  will  show. 

The  same  day  they  started  began  their  daring 
exploits.  But  a  few  hours  out  they  had  turned 
the  rebels'  right  flank.  Here  was  a  point  gained 
for  our  main  army  to  work  upon,  and  which 
was  not  lost  by  it  After  this  manoBuvre  they 
pushed  on  and  reached  Chesterfield  Court-house, 
where  they  visited  the  jail,  and  fotmd  confined 
in  it  three  persons  who  had  been  imprisoned 
for  refusing  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United 
States  Government  Keleasine  these,  the  com- 
mand pushed  rapidly  on  to  CoiJfield  pits,  within 
twelve  miles  of  Richmond,  on  the  Danville  road. 
Here  the  work  of  destroying  the  track  was  com- 
menced, the  det>ot  burned,  and  the  mails  cap- 
tured. Bivouacking  about  four  miles  beyond, 
about  daylight  next  morning  started  for  Pow- 
hatan station,  where  they  arrived  at  half-past 
eight  A.  M.,  drivine  the  rebel  pickets  before 
them.  Here,  too,  the  track,  depot,  several  cars 
and  ^  large  amount  of  fon^e  was  destroyed. 

The  next  point  visited  was  the  bridge  at 
Matoax.  Being  built  of  iron  and  solid  masonry, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  it,  as  it  was 
defended  by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
would  have  caused  a  samfice  of  life  that  would 
not  have  warrianted  its  destruction.  After 
reconnoitering  for  a  while  in  the  vicinity,  the 
command  struck  off  on  the  road  to  Goode's 
bridge,  on  the  Appomattox.  On  their  arrival  at 
the  site,  they  found  that  the  bridge  had  been 
removed  by  the  rebels.  In  the  astonishing 
short  time  of  four  hours  the  men  had  thrown  a 
structure  across  the  stream,  marched  over  it, 
and  burned  it  again,  so  that  the  rebels  oould  not 
use  it 

Forwfurd  to  Chorea  station  the  line  now  moved. 
Here  it  was  ascertained  that  three  trains,  heavily 
loaded  with  troops,  had  arrived.  One  train 
remained,  while  the  two  others  ran  down  imme- 
diately to  the  junction  of  Southside  and  Danville 
railroads.  Here  considerable  railroad  property 
was  destroyed,  much  to  the  discomfort  of  the 
enemy,  who  sent  a  locomotive  down  to  recon- 
noitre. About  daylight  of  next  morning,  Satur- 
day, the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  formed 
on  the  left,  with  the  Third  New  York  cavahy  on 
the  right  A  demonstration  was  made  upon 
Flat  creek  bridge.  While  Lieutenant  Schnver 
was  leading  a  charge  across  this  bridge  he  feU, 
mortally  wounded.  The  enemy  were  in  strong 
force,  and  the  contest  waxed  fierce  for  a  time. 

WbUe  it  was  ^oing  on,  another  portion  of  the 
command,  the  Fifth  rennsylvania  and  First  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  cavalry,  were  doing  important 
work — ^the  demolition  of  the  telegraphs,  loco- 
motives, cars,  track  and  ties  of  the  railroad. 
From  this  point  it  pushed  for  the  Southside 
railroad,  by  the  way  of  Deep  creek.  At  the 
road  leading  from  the  latter  place  to  Petersburg 
it  was  learned  that  five  thousand  rebels  were  in 


position  about  three  miles  beyond.  The  ecouls 
were  driven  in,  and  General  Kautz  ordered  the 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  to  proceed  on  that  road  a 
few  miles,  to  create  the  impression  that  we  were 
marching  toward  Petersburg. 

While  this  was  going  on  the  main  body  was 
moving  on  to  Wellville.  Colonel  ^p^s  brigade 
tiien  marched  to  Wilson's  depot,  six  miles  be- 
yond. After  destropng  mucn  at  both  points, 
the  command  continued  on  to  Bladrs  and 
White's.  Here  a  large  amount  of  suppUes  were 
destrcn^ed,  together  with  the  depots  and  tracks. 

On  Sunday  the  command  had  reached  Bmns- 
wick  Court-house,  where  all  the  conmusary 
stores  were  rendered  useless.  Monday  momizir 
brought  them  to  within  four  miles  of  Hicksforj^ 
where  preparations  had  been  made  to  entrap 
the  command.  A  laige  force  of  cavalry,  infiuitry 
and  artillery  were  awaiting  the  approach  of  this 
body  of  Union  troops,  who  proved  to  be  too 
discreet  for  the  rebels'  plan  of  capture.  Instead 
of  striking  Hicksford,  the  cavalry  turned  off  to 
Jarrett's,  and  destroyed  the  tel^raph  and  water- 
tank. 

Pushing  on  to  Nottoway  bridge,  it  was  found 
that  that  portion  of  the  road  which  had  been 
destroyed  bv  the  previous  raid,  about  a  week 
before,  had  been  repaired,  and  that  a  train  bad 
passed  slowly  over  it  From  this  point  tiie 
command  went  forward  to  Freeman's  bridge^ 
and  finding  the  rebels  endeavoring  to  destroy  it^ 
drove  them  away,  repaired  the  damage,  and 
crossed  by  dayhght 

The  last  day  out,  Tuesday,  Belcher's  nulli 
were  reached  and  destroyed.  Bef(»re  departing 
from  the  mills,  the  rear  of  the  column  wai 
attacked  by  the  rebels.  A  brisk  fight  ensued 
and  the  rebels  received  severe  punishment  frod 
the  gallant  men  under  the  brave  Colonel  Spead 
who  was  in  command.  The  march  continaM 
on,  taking  the  right  hand  road  at  Harrison's  foi 
City  Point  The  rebels  continued  to  harass  cn^ 
rear  until  it  reached  the  Suffolk  and  Pet^vl 
railroad.  A  culvert  on  the  line  of  this 
which  had  once  before  been  partially  deetroj 
but  since  repaired,  ^^-as  again  rendered 
Tools  found  in  the  vicinity  shared  a  similar 
Other  damage  was  inflicted  upon  the  road,  ani 
and  finally  me  whole  force  moved  directly  on  tt 
City  Point,  which  was  reached  aboot  sundom 
on  Tuesday. 

The  brave  officers  who  were  in  command,  am 
the  men  who  composed  the  expedition,  hav^ 
won  for  themselves  new  and  unfading  knrelf 
They  have  shown  that  they  are  ready  to  mak 
any  sacrifice  which  tends  to  cripple  tiie  eneo] 
and  advance  the  cause  of  the  Union.  For  mc^ 
than  a  fortnieht  they  have  endured  fatigue,  V 
of  sleep  and  hunser.  It  was  about  the  8e< 
of  this  month  when  they  started  on  their 
raid,  which  ushered  in  this  campaign,  and 
had  but  fairbf  returned,  when,  on  Thursday  bd 
they  were  off  again  on  this  second  raid. 

their  last  Expedition  traversed  a  great  detl^ 
the  ground  over  which  they  before  passed,  ao^ 
in  doing  this  they  again  laid  waste  a  gieat  dec 
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of  what  they  before  destroyed.  After  their 
first  raid  the  rebels  partially  repaired  and  re- 
establiBhed  the  commimicationa  that  were  bro- 
kea  then.  This  last  raid  has  done  the  work 
more  effectiially.and  now  it  will  be  a  long  while 
bv.orc  ttio  rebuiB  can  repair  the  damages.  Our 
cavalrymen  enter  heartily  upon  the  work.  They 
are  determined  that  the  rebels'  lines  of  commu- 
nications shall  remain  broken,  and  to  this  end 
they  intend  to  bend  their  energies. 

The  expedition  lost  six  kiUed,  twenty-eight 
wounded,  and  Bevei>  missing.  The  enemy  lost 
heavily  in  the  several  encounters.  We  could 
have  captured  large  numbers  of  the  enemy,  but 
this  was  not  deemed  advisable,  as  to  have  kept 
diem  would  hav3  retarded  the  movements  of 
our  troops  at  a  time  when  it  was  absolutely 
Defxeary  to  be  free  ^om  ail  encumbrances. 


Doc.  64. 


THE  ATTACK  ON  LAOLEDE,  MO. 

Sr.  JoevB,  Ma,  June  34, 1864. 

On  last  Saturday  afternoon  one  of  the  boldest 
TuiB  of  the  season  was  perpetrated  on  the  town 
of  Laclede,  in  Linn  county,  situated  on  the  Han- 
Bibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad.  A  party  of  guer- 
ri^,  numbering  thirty  men,  all  well  armed  and 
■oonted,  entered  and  commenced  shooting  and 

endering.  They  first  made  for  the  post-office, 
owing  that  the  muskets  and  anminuition  of 
the  town  company  was  in  there,  they  took  pos- 
aeasion,  and  mghtened  the  postmaster  nearly 
out  of  his  wits.  Four  of  the  gang  undertook 
to  break  open  the  safe,  which  contained  from 
fire  to  seven  thousand  dollars;  but  finding  it 
it  too  tedious  a  job,  they  gave  it  up.  They  stole 
what  they  saw  worth  ta£ng,  and  left  Others 
at  the  gang  went  to  the  drug  store  of  Mr.  Jones, 
but  he,  seeing  them  approaching,  fied,  but  was 
ibot  and  immediately  kiUed.  They  then  made  for 
a  dry  goods  store.  The  proprietor,  seeing  them 
coaling,  prepared  himself  with  his  revolver  and 
fred,  woonoing  one  of  the  thieves.  The  mer- 
chant was  immediately  shot  and  killed,  and  an- 
fltfier  citizen  wounded. 

The  whole  party  next  proceeded  to  the  office 
of  the  Aooerican  Egress  Company.  The  agent 
ordered  them  to  leave,  but  tbey  persisted  in 
ibeir  w(»*k,  and  attempted  to  open  his  safe  with 
to  axe.  They  damaged  it  to  a  great  extent,  and 
■Ight  have  succeeded  in  getting  it  open,  had 
Bot  the  whistle  of  the  passenger  train  bound 
vest  been  heard  about  this  time,  when  thev 
Aoonted  their  horses  and  left,  carrying  with 
ftem  ^  most  valuable  portion  of  their  plunder, 
iKdnding  a  large  quantity  of  dry  goods  and 
■ome  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  money.  The 
Lbneua  back  was  idso  taken,  in  which  was 
:  flac»d  their  wounded  comrade. 

A  despatch  was  sent  to  Brookfield,  informing 
fte  militia  there  of  the  raid,  and  asking  assist- 
tDce.  A  special  train  was  at  once  sent  up  with 
tooops,  who,  upon  arriving,  at  once  started  in 


pursuit  The  raiders  were  soon  overtaken,  and 
found  secreted  in  a  grove  of  timber.  As  soon 
as  the  militia  had  poured  one  volley  into  them, 
they  scattered  in  every  direction,  leavine  the 
hack  with  their  wounded  comrade.  The  latter 
died  on  the  way  back  to  Laclede. 


Doa  65. 


CAPTUBE  OP  THE  YOUNG  BEPUBLia 

Niw  Hatbt,  May  21,  ISOi. 

Assistant  Engineer  J.  M.  Wbeeler,  attached  to 
the  United  States  ^nboat  Grand  Gulf,  eives  us 
the  following  particulars  concerning  the  chase 
and  capture  of  this  splendid  vessel.  It  appears 
that  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Gulf  saw  the 
Toung  Republic  running  into  Wilmington  one 
week  before  her  capture,  and  they  sdso  state 
that  the  rebel  forts  fired  salutes  as  she  steamed 
up  the  river.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth,  the 
same  steamer,  heavily  loaded  with  cotton,  came 
down  the  ri^cer  and  anchored  near  the  rebel 
forts.  To  entice  her  out.  Captain  Ransom,  of 
the  Grand  Gulf,  steamed  away  and  headed  up 
the  coast ;  but  returned  at  daylight  and  discov- 
ered the  blockade-runner  far  out  to  sea.  He 
was  confident  of  being  able  to  overhaul  her,  and 
immediately  gave  chase.  After  getting  within 
two  or  three  miles,  Captain  Ransom  commenced 
throwing  his  hundrea-pound  shell,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  stranger  was  busily  at  work 
throwing  over  cotton  to  l^hten  ship.  There 
was  haraly  a  ripple  on  the  water,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler  states  fh&t  for  the  last  thirty  miles 
they  passed  some  two  or  three  hundred  bales 
of  cotton,  which  the  stranger  sacrificed  in  his 
endeavor  to  escape.  The  Grand  Gulf  gained 
graduallv,  continumg  her  fire.  The  rebel  cap- 
tain coiud  be  distinctly  seen  standing  upon  the 
top  of  one  of  the  paddle-boxes,  giving  his  orders 
as  coolly  as  though  no  enemy  was  near.  The 
smooth  sea  and  the  valuable  prize  before  them, 
made  the  chase  unusually  exciting.  It  now  be- 
came apparent  to  the  captain  of  the  Toung 
Republic  that  he  must  be  captured,  and  he  gave 
orders  for  a  general  destruction  of  property,  but 
still  continued  his  course.  Then  the  scene  that 
followed  was  particularly  ag^vating  The 
rebels  now  conmienced  throwing  over  every- 
thing of  value— cotton,  furniture,  silverware, 
hose,  pump-handles,  barrels,  &c.  The  water 
was  thickly  dotted  with  these  goods,  and  Cap- 
tain Ransom  concluded  there  would  be  but 
httle  left  for  him,  unless  he  checked  the  enemy 
at  once.  He  put  on  all  steam,  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes was  in  a  position  to  give  her  an  old- 
fashioned  broadside.  The  rebel  captain  knew 
what  he  might  expect,  and  stopped  nis  engine. 
A  pillow-case  went  up  to  mast-head,  and  the 
rebel  steamer  Young  Republic  was  a  prize  to 
the  United  States  gunboat  Grand  Gulf.  Captain 
Harris,  of  the  former,  had  designed  blowing  up 
his  ship.  To  accomplish  this  he  had  fastened 
down  toe  safety-valve,  expecting  to  take  to  the 
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boats  and  get  off  a  short  distance  before  the 
explosion  would  take  place.  The  prompt  action 
of  Captain  Ransdm  prevented  this,  though  the 
safety-valve  was  found  closed  and  &  fearful 
head  of  steam  on.  The  total  number  of  men  on 
board  was  forty. 


Doo.  66. 


ESCAPE  OF  THE  HABBIET  LAKE. 

OfP  G^TMiov,  Tkus,  Mmj  6,186i. 

The  late  United  States  revenue  cutter  Har- 
riet liane,  in  company  with  three  other  noto- 
rious blockade  running  steamers — ^viz. :  Matagor- 
da, alias  Alice,  Isabel,  and  one  whose  name  is 
unknown,  has  escaped  from  the  harbor  of  Gal- 
veston. After  being  so  closely  watched  for  the 
past  fifteen  months,  her  escape,  in  company 
with  the  other  steiuners,  was  effected  on  the 
night  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  during  a  squall,  in 
this  wise :  During  the  day  the  weather  was  dull 
and  cloudy  throughout,  and  the  night  set  in  dark 
and  squally,  with  occasional  quick  flashes  of 
lightning,  at  which  time  it  was  difficult  to  see 
anything,  even  at  a  short  distance.  The  Harriet 
Lane,  with  a  schooner  in  tow,  followed  by  the 
Matagorda  and  Isabel,  at  intervals  of  three  min- 
utes, left  her  moorings  off  Pelican  Spit  Fort — 
behind  which  the  I^ne  and  all  blockade-run- 
ners to  (Mveston  are  protected,  and  laden  with 
cotton — about  half-past  eight  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, and  steamed  slowlv  along  the  land  to  the 
southward  and  westwara  in  the  South-west  chan- 
nel, keeping  close  in  to  the  island,  to  elude  de- 
tection by  our  blockading  vessels.  To  deceive 
our  forces,  the  rebels,  a  few  days  previously, 
had  planted  buoys  in  the  North-east,  or  Bolivar, 
channel,  to  give  us  the  impression  they  were  to 
run  out  that  passage.  Therefore,  on  the  night 
in  question,  apprehending  their  attempt  to  es- 
cape, additioiml  blockading  vessels  were  placed 
in  that  channel,  and  only  one  in  the  South-west 
diannel,  which  was  deemed  too  shallow  for  the 
Lane  to  run  through,  as  by  the  chart  not  more 
than  eight  feet  of  water  can  be  obtained  therein. 
By  information  received  from  deserters,  the 
Lane,  when  loaded,  drew  ten  or  eleven  feet 
The  main  ship  channel  was  considered  the  only 
one  in  which  she  could  run,  and  therefore  the 
most  effective  and  swiftest  vessel  on  the  station 
(the  Lackawanna)  was  stationed  there. 

Well,  to  return.  The  Harriet  Lane,  deeming 
herself  secure,  from  being  so  close  to  the  shore, 
was  slowly  steaming  out,  when  she  was  discov- 
ered by  the  United  States  gunboat  Katahdin, 
stationed  in  the  South-west  channel,  which  im- 
mediately slipped  her  cable  and  gave  chase 
without  making  any  signal,  except — about  an 
hour  and  a  half  after  shpping,  she  overhauled 
the  Lane  within  two  thousand  or  two  thousand 
five  hundred  yards — ^when  she  fired  four  shots 
at  her,  if  tiiat  caif  be  called  a  signal ;  after  which 
all  was  quiet.  The  firing  of  guns  is  not  deemed 
any  signal  unless  quick  and  rapid,  as  that  might 


be  occasioned  bv  a  schooner  running  in  or  oot, 
and  when  the  firing  ceased  we  were  giveo  to 
understand  that  all  was  over ;  and  instead  of 
making  a  signal,  as  he  is  required  to  do  by  the 
instructions  of  the  blockade,  the  captain  of  the 
Katahdin,  like  the  dog  in  the  manger,  choee  to 
disobey  his  express  orders  (if  his  instmctiooB 
were  the  same  as  those  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
gunboats  here),  and  left  the  Uockade,  lod  the 
most  dangerous  of  all  channels  open,  without 
notifying  the  commanding  officer,  Osptain  J.  D. 
Merchant,  at  it  in  any  manoer.  Besides,  it  vis 
generally  understood  among  us  gunboats  thit 
the  Lackawanna  (flagship)  was  the  only  veesel 
fitted  to  chase  any  steamer,  especLsUy  the  Har- 
riet Lane,  and  that  she  alone  was  to  fulfil  thit 
duty. 

The  chase  was  very  exciting  indeed,  the  Ki- 
tahdin  making  the  most  possible  speed— the 
vessels  being  at  times  near  enough  to  diBtip- 
guish  the  men  on  each  other's  decu,  then  agiin 
separating,  the  Lane  keepine  out  of  range  d 
the  Katahdin's  rifled  guns.  At  daylight  the  fol- 
io wine  morning  the  Katahdin  found  siiewieDot 
only  diasine  the  Lane,  but  three  other  veseds 
not  seen  before,  which  proved  to  be  the  three 
steamers  before  mentioned— aU  keeping  incoB- 
pany  and  close  to  each  other.  Dunng  ^e  day 
the  chase  was  most  exciting,  the  wind  fresheih 
ing  so  that  the  Katahdin  could  go  a  Utde  faster, 
thus  having  the  advantage  of  the  Lane,  whose 
masts  had  been  removed  before  she  left  port; 
and  she  also  gained  on  the  Matagorda  so  fast 
that,  soon  coming  within  range,  she  gare  her 
Yankee  compliments  in  the  slmpe  of  shot  and 
shell,  in  many  instances  causing  the  spliDtersto 
fly,  and  frightening  her  crew  into  throwing 
overboard  her  whole  deck  load  of  cotton,  some 
three  hundred  bales,  after  doing  which  tiiecrew 
went  to  work  tearing  up  the  hurricane  deck  to 
bum  in  her  furnaces;  but  again  the  pnrsoer 
and  pursued  separated,  and  during  tiie  nifbt 
the  Lane  and  Isabel  were  lost  sight  of,  ahoot 
thu'ty  miles  off  the  west  coast  of  Louisiana,!)^ 
Vermilion  bayou,  and  the  next  day  at  dait  the 
other  two  were  lost  to  sight,  owing  to  a  head 
wind  springing  up,  lessening  the  speed  of  ^ 
Katahdin  some  two  knots,  and  enaUing  the 
steamers  to  get  away. 

The  Katahdin,  having  expended  all  her  am- 
munition and  being  short  of  coal,  returned  to  this 
station  on  the  third  instant  at  daylight 

This  I  think  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  (if 
not  blunders)  of  the  war,  as  the  Harriet  Lane 
will  undoubtedly  again  appear  upon  the  high ««« 
as  an  armed  enemy  of  the  United  States,  and  do 
more  harm  to  our  commercial  marine  than  either 
tiie  Florida  or  Alabama,  from  her  great  speod 
when  in  eood  order.  The  greatest  speed  she 
made  whife  chased  was  not  more  than  nine 
knots  and  that  of  the  pursuing  gunboat  ei^M 
knots  six  fathoms,  doing  her  b^t;  while  on  this 
station  there  is  not  a  mower  craft  Even  this 
vessel  will  make  ten  or  eleven  knots  easy  in 
smooth  weather,  and  the  flagship  Laokawaooa, 
thQ  futeet  vessel  in  the  Gulf,  I  understand,  has 
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beeo  known  to  make  thirteen  or  fourteen  knots 
imder  favorable  circmnstances.  If  the  latter 
Teasel  had  gone  in  chase,  all  four  steamers  would, 
iD4en  boars  afterward,  have  been  on  their  way 
to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew. 

The  Lackawanna,  I  believe,  was  sent  here  for 
the  express  purpose  of  looking  after  and  chas- 
ing the  Harriet  Lane,  and  the  captain  of  the 
Katabdio,  by  his  neglect  of  duty,  lays  himself 
bble  to  great  blame.  My  only  hope  left  is  that 
tb^e  vessels — more  especially  the  Harriet  Lane 
-may  be  **  gobbled  up"  by  some  of  our  cruis- 
ere  before  reaching  Havana,  in  which  case  it 
wOl  prevent  one  privateer  from  being  fitted  out 
to  prey  on  our  commerce. 


Doc.  67. 


THE  FOBGED  PEOOLAMATION. 

The  publication  of  the  following  forgery  in 
Ibe  Wmd  and  Journal  of  Commerce,  on  tlie 
sofning  ot  May  eighteenth,  1864,  created  great 
«idtement,  until  the  fact  that  it  was  utterly 
idle,  oonoocted  by  enemies  of  the  Union  and  of 
the  Administration,  became  patent  Their  in- 
digoation  was  aroused,  and  was  neither  reserved 
nor  unstinted  in  its  expression.  But  meantime 
it  had  operated  in  Wall  street,  had  found  its 
lar  on  the  steamer  to  Europe,  and  had  secured 
igaintt  the  Administration  an  unusual  amount 
d  dedamation  and  condemnation. 


gUOUTIVI  UAHSIOir,      ) 

rl7,18«4./ 


May! 


FtSov-OitizenBo/the  United  SUOei  : 

In  all  seasons  of  exigencies  it  becomes  a  na- 
&n  carefully  to  scrutinize  its  line  of  conduct, 
kmblj  to  ^proach  the  throne  of  Grace,  and 
tte^y  to  implore  forgiveness,  wisdom  and 
giidaQce. 

For  reasons  known  only  to  Him,  it  has 
iieeo  decreed  that  this  country  should  be  the 
•eene  of  unparalleled  outrage,  and  this  nation 
fte  monumental  sufferer  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
IB17.  With  a  heavy  heart,  but  an  undiminished 
confidence  in  our  cause,  I  approach  the  perfor- 
Bance  of  a  duty  rendered  imperative  by  my 
■Rifle  of  weakness  before  the  Almighty,  and  of 
jostice  to  the  people. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  tell  you  that  the 
int  Virginia  campaign  under  Lieutenant-Gene- 
tA  QfBot,in  whom  I  have  every  confidence,  and 
whose  courage  and  fidelity  the  people  do  well 
to  honor,  is  virtually  closed.  He  has  conducted 
toi  great  enterprise  with  discreet  ability.  He 
:  ^  uifiicted  great  loss  upon  the  enemy.  He 
^  crippled  their  strength  and  defeated  their 

la  view,  however,  of  the  situation  in  Virginia, 
Ibe  disaster  at  Red  river,  the  delay  at  Charleston, 
•d  the  genera]  state  of  the  country,  I,  Abraham 
^Acohijdo  hereby  recommend  that  Thursday, 
*e  twenty-sixth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1864,  be 
Kieomly  set  apart  throughout    these   United 


States  as  a  day  of    fasting,    humiliation    and 
prayer. 

Deeming,  furthermore,  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  public  afibirs  presents  an  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  in  view  of  the  pending  expiration 
of  the  service  of  (100,000)  one  hundred  thou- 
sand of  our  troops,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  vested  in  me  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  have  thought  fit  to  call  forth,  and  hereby 
do  call  forth,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  of  (18)  eighteen  and  (45)  forty 
five  years,  to  the  aggregate  number  of  (400,000) 
four  hundred  thousand,  in  order  to  suppress  the 
existing  rebellious  combinations,  and  to  cause 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws. 

And,  furthermore,  in  case  any  State  or  num- 
ber of  States  shall  fail  to  furnish,  by  June 
fifteenth  next,  their  assigned  quotas,  it  is 
hereby  ordered  that  the  same  be  raised  by  an 
inmiediate  and  peremptory  draft. 

The  details  for  this  object  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  State  authorities  through  tiie  War 
Department 

I  appeal  to  all  loyal  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate 
and  aid  this  efifort  to  maintain  the  honor,  the  in- 
tegrity and  the  existence  of  our  national  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  popular  government 

In  wilJiesa  whereof,  I  have  nereimto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  yeaf  of  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighty-eighth. 

(Signed),  Abbaham  Linooln. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Sbwabd, 
Seoretaiy  of  state 

The  above  was  received  at  the  New  York 
Times  publication  office  about  3.30  a.  m.  The 
night  clerk  sent  it  up  to  the  night  editor,  who 
suspected  it  at  once,  for  several  reasons,  viz.: 
it  came  without  the  usual  Associated  Press  en- 
velope ;  the  handwriting  was  strange,  not  being 
that  of  any  one  known  to  be  connected  with  the 
office  of  the  association  ;  in  addition,  the  usual 
nightly  indication  that  everythine  was  in  had 
been  received  from  that  office  fifteen  minutes 
before.  These  facts  were  sufficient  to  cause  the 
suppressidn  of  the  document,  but  to  render  the 
matter  positively  sure,  a  messenger  was  sent  to 
the  As80\dated  Press  office,  who  soon  returned 
with  the  statement  that  the  proclamation  was 
bogus,  and  was  not  promulgated  through  that 
office.  In  the  meantime  the  night  editor  of  the 
■DoHy  JVewjs,  suspecting  the  affair,  had  sent  to 
the  iHmes  editorial  rooms  to  ascertain  how  the 
matter  was  regarded  there,  and  upon  receiving 
the  assurance  tiiat  it  was  undoubtedly  a  forgery, 
and  would  not  be  printed  in  *the  Tmes,  the 
News  also  couclnded  to  suppress  it  As  soon  as 
tiie  copy  was  received  in  the  Times  editorial 
rooms,  information  was  sought  as  to  the  party 
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who  delivered  it,  bat  the  only  thln^  that  oonld 
be  ascertained  was,  that  a  boy  had  rtished  in, 
thrown  it  on  the  counter  and  rushed  out 

Early  the  World  discovered  its  serious  error 
and  bulletined  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  the  discovery  of  the  forger  of  the  proclama- 
tion. It  also  published,  in  an  extra,  a  disclaimer 
and  explanation. 

The  following  official  denial  of  the  proclama- 
tion was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  to  it  is  appended  the  disclaimer  of  the 
Agent  of  the  Associated  Press. 

DsfAsmtmrr  ow  Star,  ) 

Wiammanj  IU7  IS,  1884  j 
IbthePublio: 

A  paper  purporting  to  be  a  proclamation  of  the 
President,  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  bearing  date  of  the  seventeenth  day 
of  May,  is  reported  to  this  Department  as  hav- 
ing appeared  in  the  New  York  World  of  this 
date.    This  paper  is  an  absolute  forgery. 

No  proclamation  of  this  kind  or  any  other  has 
been  made  or  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Pre- 
sident, or  issued  or  proposed  to  be  issued  by  the 
State  Department,  or  any  other  Department  of 
this  Qovemment 

William  H.  Sswabd, 

^  Secretarj  of  SUIe. 

AGBICr  AaMOATKD  PUBSB,  \ 

No.  146  BBOiUDWAT,  Ma7 18—11  A.  k./ 

The  alleged  proclamation  of  the  President 
calling  for  four  hundred  thousand  men  was  not 
received  at  this  agency,  and  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge or  belief  in  its  authenticity. 

D.  H.  Gbaiq,  Agent 

At  the  Produce  Exchange,  in  New  York,  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  regidar  business 
hours,  an  indignation  meeting  was  organized. 
Mr.  K  P.  Getty  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
in  a  few  pertinent  remarks  introduced  a  series 
of  resolutions,  expressive  of  the  views  of  all 
patriotic  produce  merchants.  Mr.  James  P. 
Wallace,  in  seconding  the  resolutions,  spoke  in 
tlie  strongest  manner  condemnatory  of  the  in- 
famous hoax,  its  authors,  and  aU  concerned  in 
giving  it  publicity.  The  resolutions,  as  unani- 
mously adopted,  read  as  follows : 

Whereas,  There  was  published  in  the  Jotimod 
of  Commerce  and  World  newspapers  of  this 
mominff  what  purported  to  be  a  proclamation 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  calling  for 
four  hundred  thousand  additional  men,  and  also 
appointing  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer :  and 

IVhereqSy  Said  proclamation  proves  to  have 
been  a  forgery  of  the  most  nefajriousand  villa- 
nous  kind;  therefore,* 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  country,  the  authors  of  such  a  forge- 
ry, and  the  publishers  of  it  (if  knowingly),  are 
unworthy  of  our  support  or  confidence,  and  de- 
serve the  ret)robation  and  denunciation  of 
every  loyal  man  in  this  community,  and  merit 
the  severest  punishment  which  either  civil  or 
military  law  can  justly  inflict 


Pursuant,  as  was  understood,  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  Washington  for  the  seizure  of  the 
offices  of  tiie  World  and  Joumd  (f  Comamt, 
the  arrest  of  the  publishers  and  proprietors, a  id 
the  suppression  of  the  papers.  General  Diz  de- 
tailed a  force  of  the  Reserve  Guard  for  the 
purpose. 

At  a  few  minutes  before  nine  o'clock,  lieo- 
tenant  G.  Tulhill,  in  command  of  twelve  men, 
appeared  at  the  World  office;  possessioD  was 
taken  of  the  publication  office,  a  guard  pbced 
therein,  and  the  lieutenant  visited  the  editorial 
and  composing-rooms.  He  made  no  arrests  but 
directed  a  cessation  of  business,  and  took  pes* 
session  of  the  premises. 

The  office  of  the  JowmaL  of  Commene  was 
seized  by  a  detachment  of  twelve  men  of  the 
Reserve  Corps,  under  command  of  Captain  Ga&- 
dy,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  A  re- 
porter was  informed  that  Mr.  Hallock,oQe  of  the 
proprietors,  was  arrested  at  the  office,  and  that 
officers  were  despatched  to  effect  the  arrest  of 
Messrs.  Prime  and  Stone,  the  other  members  d 
firm.  The  office  of  the  Journal  was  dosed  aod 
work  was  stopped  in  the  composing^oom,  bat 
the  printing  of  the  weekly  was  allowed  to  go  on, 
as  it  does  not  contain  the  forged  proclaiDf^oiL 

It  is  stated  by  the  assi8tantK>remaB  of  the 
Joumai  that  the  copy  of  the  bogus  prodama* 
tion  was  handed  into  the  office  a^ut  a  qoarter 
past  three  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  when  only 
four  men  were  in  the  composIngHroom.  The  oopj 
was  cut  into  slips  without  being  read,  and  set  op 
by  the  different  hands,  who  thought  they  were 
doing  a  great  thing  in  getting  out  so  importaDt 
a  document  The  editors  of  the  Journd,  it  is 
alleged,  were  all  away,  and  knew  nothing  of  ^ 
proclamation  until  they  read  it  in  the  paper.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  editors  had  prepared 
an  article,  which  was  set  up,  for  publKstioii 
this  morning,  disavowing  all  complicity  in  the 
matter,  and  offering  a  reward  of  one  tiioasaad 
dollars  for  the  discovery  of  the  perpetrator  of 
the  forgery. 

The  World  offered  five  hundred  dollars  fat 
the  discovery  of  the  party  or  parties  perpetra- 
ting tiie  forgery. 

The  Joumai  of  Commerce  offered  a  reward  of 
one  thousand  dollars  for  the  same. 

The  Associated  Press  published  the  foUowiiC- 

ONE  THOUSAND  BOLLABS  BKWJJU). 

At  an  early  hour  on  Wednesday  monuBg,» 
fraudulent  proclamation,  signed  by  flje  Pras- 
ident,  was  delivered  in  manuscript  to  each  01 
the  editors  of  the  morning  pap^«  in  this  city. 
By  direction  of  the  Executive  Ck>mmittee  of  the 
Associated  Press,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
publishers  of  the  Jottmalof  Commerce,  7W6i««, 
Express,  World,  Times,  Herald  and  Sw,  th€ 
Association  will  pay  a  reward  of  one  thonsMd 
dollars  for  such  evidence  as  may  lead  to^ 
conviction  of  the  author  of  the  abovwoazaed 
fraudulent  document  D.  H.  CRAia» 

Oeaena  A|«at  N.  T.  Awoctatte4Fr«» 

Na  145  BsoADWAT,  Maj  18, 1864 
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1  OABD  FBOM  THB  JOUBNAL  OF  COMMBBOI. 

lb (ke Editor  0/ the  New  York  Times: 

The  foUowine  leading  editorial  was  prepared 
for  tiie  Journcuqf  Commerce  of  Thursday  morn- 
ing. Ab  it  cannot  appear  in  that  paper  in  con- 
geqaeoce  of  its  suppression  by  tne  United 
States  authorities,  yoii  would  confer  a  favor  by 
iDserdng  it  in  your  columns. 

PsDOE,  Stonb,  Hale  k  Hallock. 

A  FoEQERT. — ^A  hoax,  as  iugenious  in  execu- 
tioQ  as  it  was  infamous  in  design,  was  perpe- 
trated yesterday  on  several  of  the  morning  pa- 
pers connected  witii  the  Ajssociated  Press,  our- 
selves among  the  number,  by  which  we  were 
led  to  publish,  in  part  of  our  edition,  a  proda- 
mab'oa  purporting  to  emulate  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  but  which  soon 
proved  to  be  a  forgery.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
waste  words  in  characterizing  the  criminality  of 
^  hoax.  Whatever  its  design,  it  was  the 
basest  and  most  infamous  outrage  on  the  public, 
m  well  as  on  the  individual  newpapers  con- 
oesTDed.  The  injury  done  to  ounRlvea  is  but  a 
small  matter  in  comparison  with  the  public 
wrong  attempted  to  be  inflicted  ;  nevertneless 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  our  readers, 
to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
fraod  was  effected.  The  utmost  care  and  vigi- 
laace  are  exercised  in  our  office,  as  our  readers 
are  well  aware,  but  no  amount  of  care  in  a  well- 
regulated  newspaper  office  seems  to  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  frauds  by  persons  who  are  acquaint- 
ed wi&  the  internal  economy  of  such  an  estab- 
lishment That  some  persons  familiar  with  the 
tel^raphic  arrangements  of  the  Associated 
ms,  as  well  as  with  newspaper  office  hours 
and  rales,  was  concerned  in  this  forgery,  we 
think  cannot  be  doubted. 

We  dose  our  form  regularly  at  about  half- 
past  three  o'dock.    Associated  Press  and  other 
despatches  are  received  frequently  at  the  last 
ffiofflent,  and  sometimes  after  the  form  has  gone 
down  to  tiie  press-room.    The  Associated  Press 
despatches  are   always  written  in  a  peculiar 
s^,  being  manifolded  on  tissue  paper,  and 
Slaving  certain    peculiarities    of   paging,    &c., 
which  mark  them.    At  about  half-past  mree  on 
Tuesday  morning,  our  form  was  so  nearly  closed 
&at  the  foreman  discharged  the  compositors, 
the  entire  force   of  night  editors  and  proof- 
readers having  already  left    At  this  moment  a 
^iespatch  arrived,  brought  by  a  boy  to  the  fore- 
!  BtSQ,  which  was  the  proclamation  in  question. 
It  was,  in  all  respects,  a  perfect  imitation  of  As- 
!  sociated  Press  despatches,  in  the  minutest  de- 
i  luls  of  p^>er,  paging,  &c.,  and  the  foreman, 
I  thoroughly    deceived,  stopped  a  few  of  the 
I  &en  who  had  not  yet  gone  out,  and  having  set 
I  it  Qp,  inserted  it  in  the  form,  so  that  it  appeared 
I  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  morning  edition — 
I  the  early  part  of  the  edition  not  containing  it 
We  may  remark  here,  that  the  fraud  was  so 
perfect  that  we  venture  to  affirm  that  ninety- 
oioe  men  out  of  a  hundred,  placed  in  the  situa- 


iton  of  the  foreman,  would  have  been  deceived, 
and  would  have  acted  as  he  did.  The  moment 
when  editors  have  left,  and  the  foreman  is  the 
responsible  man,  is  well  known  to  pewspaper 
men  as  one  of  the  most  critical  moments  m  the 
day's  history  of  a  newspaper.  If  any  one  suggests 
that  it  is  better  to  reject  everything  at  such  a 
time,  let  him  reflect  that  we  frequentiy  receive 
as  late  as  half-past  three  o'dock  a.  m.,  urgent 
despatches  from  the  War  Department  and  other 
departments,  tiie  value  of  which  to  Govern- 
ment and  people  depends  on  their  inmiediate 
publication,  and  let  hun  also  ask  what  verdict  he 
would  pass  on  any  morning  paper  which  re- 
fused to  publish  a  despatch,  prockmation  or  or- 
der from  the  President,  which  all  the  other 
papers  published  ?  This  precise  responsibility 
the  author  of  the  forgery  understood,  and  timed 
his  work  accordingly.  There  must  have  been 
more  than  one  man  concerned.  There  was  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  tdegraphic  and  Asso- 
ciated Press  rules  and  customs,  a  dear  acquaint- 
ance with  newspaper  offices,  and  an  ingenious 
care  in  the  procuring  of  manifold  paper,  and 
preparing  the  copy. 

There  are  numerous  details  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  deception  was  perpetrated,  which,  for 
obvious  reasons  relating  to  the  detection  of  the 
criminal,  we,  for  the  present,  withhold.  "We 
may  mention,  however,  that  manifold  copies, 
almost  fac-similies  of  each  other,  being  the 
usual  form  of  despatches  to  the  press,  were  sent 
to  all  the  morning  papers  connected  with  the 
Associated  Press  except  one,  and  the  procla- 
mation was  published  in  three  other  papers  be- 
sides our  own,  the  deception  being  so  perfect  as 
to  succeed  in  each  instance.  It  excited  some 
surprise  in  one  office,  but  it  was  put  in  type, 
ancl  a  messenger  sent  to  a  neighboring  oince 
to  makQ  inquiries.  In  this  case  the  other  paper 
had  not  received  it  at  all,  and  this  circumstance 
created  the  first  doubt  as  to  its  being  an  Asso- 
ciated Press  despatch,  and  it  was  not  put  into 
the  first-named  paper.  Another  it  reached  too 
late,  and  yet  another  printed  an  edition  of 
twenty  thousand  copies  containing  it,  and  sup- 
pressed most,  if  not  aU  of  it,  on  learning  that  the 
other  papers  doubted  the  authenticity.  Our 
own  remoteness  from  the  offices  of  other  papers 
forbade  any  such  comparison  of  notes  among 
the  men  employed. 

We  have  dwelt  with  such  particularity  on 
this  fn^ud,  because  it  is  important  that  our  read- 
ers and  the  public  at  large  should  know  what 
ingenious  scoundrels  are  at  work,  devising  every 
possible  method  of  deceiving  the  people, 
either  for  purposes  of  stock  speculation  or  with 
intent  to  aid  the  enemies  of  the  country.  It  is 
no  pleasant  duty  to  acknowledge  ourselves,  and 
our  associates  in  the  press,  the  victims  of  a 
forgery  like  this,  but  we  trust  that  the  exertions 
we  are  making  personaUy,  as  well  as  all  the 
members  of  the  Associated  Press,  and  the  Grov- 
ernment  authorities,  will  result  in  the  arrest  of 
the  forger,  and  his  consignment  to  a  fitting  puu- 
ishment. 
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LETTER  FBOX  THE  EDIT0B8  OF  THE  SUPPRESSED 
JOURNALS. 

To  (he  Ediior  ofihe  New  York  Times : 

Will  you  oblige  us  by  publishing  in  your  co- 
lumns the  following  statement  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government,  this  evening,  toward  the 
World  and  the  Journal  of  Oommerce^  regarding 
the  publication,  iu  our  morning  issues,  of  the 
forged  proclamation,  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
President  Lincoln,  appointine  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer,  and  calling  into  tne  military  service 
four  Hundred  thousand  men. 

The  document  in  question  was  written  on 
the  manifold  paper,  such  as  is  used  for  all  the 
despatches  sent  to  the  several  newspapers  of 
our  Association,  and  had  every  external  appear- 
ance and  mark  to  identify  it  as  a  genuine 
despatch  arriving  in  the  regular  course  of  busi- 
ness. 

It  was  delivered  at  our  office  late  at  night,  at 
the  time  of  the  receipt  of  our  latest  news,*too 
late,  of  course,  for  editorial  supervision,  but,  as 
it  happened,  not  before  our  printing  offices  were 
closed. 

It  was  delivered  at  all,  or  nearly  all  the  news- 
paper offices,  and  was  published  in  a  part  of  the 
morning  editions  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
and  World,  and,  as  we  are  Informed,  in  a  part 
of  the  editions  of  one  or  more  of  our  contempo- 
raries. 

Early  this  morning  the  fact  that  the  despatch 
had  not  been  sent  by  the  agent  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  became  known  to  us,  and  its 
fraudulent  character  was  at  once  announced 
upon  our  bulletin  boards,  and  a  reward  of  five 
hundred  dollars  offered  by  us  for  the  discovery 
of  the  forger.  The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Associated  Press  also  offered  a  similar  re- 
ward of  one  thousand  dollars,  as  the  fraud  had 
attempted  to  be  perpetrated  upon  aU  the  jour- 
nals composing  our  association. 

We  took  pains,  in  the  afternoon,  to  apprise 
General  Dix  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  ana  gave 
him  such  information  in  regard  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  forgery,  as  might  assist  him  in  the 
discovery  of  its  author.  The  Government  was 
at  once  put  in  possession  of  the  facts  in  the 
case. 

Nevertheless,  this  evening,  €^eneral  Dix,  act- 
ing under  peremptory  orders  from  the  Govern- 
ment, placed  our  offices  under  a  strong  military 
guard,  and  issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the 
editors  and  proprietors  of  the  World  and  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,  and  their  imprisonment  in  Fort 
Lafayette.  A  vessel  was  lying  under  steam,  at 
one  of  the  wharves,  to  convey  us  thither. 

Chancing  to  meet  one  of  the  officers  of  Gen- 
eral Dix's  staff,  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  order,  we  proceeded  in  his  company  to  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  East, 
and  were  informed,  bv  General  Dix,  that  the  or- 
der for  our  arrest  had  been  suspended,  but  that 
the  order  for  the  suppression  of  the  publication 
of  the  World  and  Journal  of  Commerce  had  not 
been  rescinded,  and  that  we  could  not  be  per- 


mitted to  enter  our  offices,  wbidi  continue  iid> 
der  the  charge  of  the  military  guards. 

We  protest  against  this  proceeding.  We 
protest  against  the  assumption  of  our  complicity 
with  this  shameless  forgery,  implied  in  the  cr- 
der  for  our  arrest  We  protest  against  the  mp- 
pression  of  our  journals,  for  the  misfortnoe  of 
being  deceived  by  a  forgery,  not  less  ingenioim 
nor  plausible  than  the  foiled  report  of  tine  Co^ 
federate  Secretary  of  War,  which  Secretary 
Seward  made  the  basis  of  diplomatic  actioo. 
Prime,  Stone,  Hale  &  Hallogk, 

Jtmwa  qf  OiMigqn 

Manton  Marble, 

Wortd. 

New  York,  May  18, 1864. 

ABRE9T  OF  THE  F0B6EBS. 

Francis  A.  Mallison,  a  reporter  for  the  Bfook- 
lyn  Eagle,  and  a  manifold  copyist  for  several 
New  York  papers,  was  arrested  on  the  morning 
of  May  twenty-first,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock, 
while  on  his  way  to  the  Forty-fiftii  Precinct  Sta- 
tion-house, ^Mliamsburgh,  where  he  was  to  at- 
tend to  the  draft,  by  detectives  Youn^ ,  Radford 
and  McDougal,  on  suspicion  of  bein^  implicated 
with  J.  Howard,  Jr.,  in  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication  of  the  forged  proclamation.  Howard 
was  arrested  the  day  previous.  Mallison  was 
immediately  taken  before  Colonel  Ludlow,  at 
General  Dix's  headquarters,  by  whom  be  was 
subjected  to  a  searching  examination.  Perceiv- 
ing that  he  was  hopelessly  implicated,  and  that 
the  evidences  of  his  guilt  already  in  tiie  posses- 
sion of  Colonel  Ludlow  were  clear  ana  over- 
whelming, Mallison  at  length  made  a  full  confes- 
sion of  his  complicity  in  the  matter,  corrobormtiiig 
in  every  point  the  previous  confession  of  Mr. 
Howard. 

The  examination  of  Howard  and  Mallison 
showed  that  the  proclamation  fraud  was  for 
stock-jobbing  operations,  in  which,  it  is  at  pres- 
ent believed,  only  two  persons  brides  Mr.  How- 
ard were  concerned ;  that  no  other  persons  cod- 
nected  with  tlie  newspaper  forces  of  New  Ywk 
or  Brooklyn  had  any  connection  with  the  trans- 
action, or  were  privy  to  it  The  sole  purposs 
of  the  parties  was  to  purchase  gold  on  Tuesday 
and  sell  it  early  on  Wednesday  morning.  MaUison 
confessed  that  he  wrote  in  manifold,  at  Mr.  How- 
ard's residence,  the  copies  of  the  pretended  pro- 
clamation, which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Howard,  and  brought  them  over  to  this  city 
about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  Tuesday  nigfal 
He  lingered  about  the  streets  untfl  about  weB 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  then  sent  them  round  to  the 
different  newspaper  offices  by  a  lad,  to  whom  he 
gave  minute  durections  where  and  in  what 
manner  to  deliver  them  without  exciting  sus- 
picion. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  examination,  MaDison 
was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

Howard  was  arrested  at  about  tbree  o'dock 
p.  M.,  at  his  residence, comer  of  Middagh  and  Wil- 
low streets,  Brooklyn.  The  officers,  on  enieriog 
,  the  house  and  ma^ng  the  arrest^  infonned  him 
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of  the  charge,  and  stated  that  they  had  inoon- 
trovertible  proof  of  his  guilt.  He  sabraitted  to 
the  arrest,  received  the  announcement  with 
comparative  cahnness,  and  was  at  once  taken  to 
General  Dix's  headquarters  in  this  city,  where 
he  made  a  fall  confession. 


Doc.  68. 


ABMING  SLATES  AT  THE  SOUTH. 

bi  the  Confederate  House  of  Representatives, 
November  tenth,  1864,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cham- 
bers,  of  Mississippi,  the  special  order  was  called 
up,  which  was  the  consideration  of  his  resolu- 
tioQ  and  those  offered  by  Messrs.  Swann  and 
Foote,  all  relating  to  the  employment  of  n^roes 
in  the  army.  Mr.  Chambers'  resolution  was  as 
foUowB : 

BesohecL  That  the  valor,  constancy  and  en- 
durvice  of  our  citizen-soldiers,  assisted  by  the 
fteady  co5peration  of  all  classes  of  our  popula- 
tion not  in  the  field,  will  continue  a  sufficient 
mrantee  of  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  in- 
dmndence  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Swann's  resolution : 

Resolved,  Tlmt  in  the  judgment  of  this  House 
00  exigency  now  exists,  nor  is  likely  to  occur, 
ID  the  military  afiairs  of  the  Confederate  States, 
to  justify  the  placing  of  negro  slaves  in  the  army 
»  soldiers  in  the  field. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Foote  embraces 
a  series  of  propositions.  The  propositions  as- 
§&t  that  a  general  levy  of  the  slaves  for  soldiers 
is  unwise;  that  their  withdrawal  from  labor 
would  be  inexpedient,  so  long  as  we  can  other- 
wise obtain  as  large  an  army  as  we  can  main- 
tain; that  if  the  alternative  be  presented  of 
subjugation  or  their  employment  in  the  ranks, 
the  latt^  should  be  preferred ;  that  for  the  uses 
to  which  they  are  now  applied,  their  ownership 
by  the  government,  with  prospective  emancipa- 
te by  the  consent  of  the  States,  as  the  reward 
of  &ithful  service,  would  be  expedient;  that 
tiie  number  so  employed  should  be  increased  to 
tatty  thoufland ;  concluding  with  a  resolution 
iffinning  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  an- 
tecedent consent  and  sanction  of  the  States  to 
any  attempt  at  conferring  emancipation  by  the 
Confederate  authorities. 

The  Speaker  explained  that  the  House  had 
decided  to  take  up  and*  consider  all  these  res- 
olotiona  at  the  same  time,  as  they  referred  to 
the  one  subject  Yet  the  House  could  only  vote 
upon  one  at  a  time.  The  first  one  in  order  was 
mat  offered  by  Mr.  Chambers ;  when  that  was 
considered  and  disposed  of,  that  of  Mr.  Swann 
would  come  up,  and  so  on,  each  taking  their 
tarn. 

So  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Chambers  coming  up 
far  consideration,  that  gentleman  proceeded  to 
express  his  views  in  its  support  He  said  that 
Hie  resolution  offered  by  him  only  declared  an 
abiding  confidence  in  our  citizen-soldiery  to 
laantaiD  our  cause,  and  they  needed  no  other 


assistance  than  they  were  receiving  from  all 
other  classes  of  our  population.  In  other  words, 
his  resolution  declared  that  they  did  not  neea 
the  assistance  of  negro  troops.  When  the  Presi- 
dent proposed  to  put  forty  thousand  negroes  in 
the  field — ^when  the  member  from  Tennessee 
&vored  it — when  the  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina said  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  about  it 
— the  question  could  no  longer  be  evaded.  It 
must  be  met. 

The  question  had  been  raised  at  the  end  of 
a  campaign  the  most  successful  that  had  ever 
been  vouchsafed  the  Confederate  arms.  If  our 
army  was  prostrated  and  our  people  threatened 
with  subjugation — but  not  till  then — ^he  could 
understand  how  such  a  proposition  could  be 
made.  But  why  is  the  country  agitated  by  it 
now,  when  the  military  horizon  is  bright  and 
encouraging  to  us  7 

[Mr.  Chambers  here  read  that  portion  of  the 
President's  Message  reviewing  the  operations 
of  the  armies  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  show  that  the  President  himself  had  pre- 
sented a  most  hopeful  view  of  the  military 
prospects  of  the  South.] 

Continuing,  Mr.  Chambers  said  that  the  whole 
matter  hinged  upon  the  simple  question :  '^  Are 
we  approximating  exhaustion  ?"  He  would  lay 
it  down  as  an  undeniable  fact,  that  our  army  was 
as  large  to-day,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
as  at  any  time  during  the  war.  Taking  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi,  he  believed  that  the 
two  armies  held  the  same  ratio  as  they  did  at 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  It  was  said  by 
some  that  our  army  was  diminished  by  death, 
by  disease,  and  by  desertion,  but  it  had  not  suf- 
fered as  much  from  these  causes  as  the  Yankee 
army.  He  confessed  that  the  desertions  in  our 
army  had  been  great,  but  not  half  so  great  as  in 
the  Yankee  army. 

There  were  thousands  of  men  at  home,  from 
the  non-execution  of  the  laws,  who  should  be 
in  the  army.  The  President  had  said,  in  his 
Macon  speech,  that  two  thirds  of  the  army 
were  absent  This  was  the  subject  that  should 
demand  the  attention  of  Congress,  rather  than 
to  be  made  the  plea  for  employing  negroes  as 
soldiers  in  our  armies.  The  authorities  must 
be  made  to  know  that  when  laws  are  passed 
by  Congress,  they  must  be  enforced  and  obeyed. 
Unless  Congress  correct  the  system  of  fur- 
loughs and  enforce  the  laws,  we  will  not  be 
able  to  drive  back  the  enemy.  There  are  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  at  home,  sub- 

{'ect  to  military  duty  under  the  present  law,  and 
le  could  prove  it  by  the  papers  on  his  desk,  if 
it  did  not  consume  too  much  time.  Yet  gentle- 
men say  we  are  sinking,  and  appeal  to  African 
troops  to  save  us  I  They  appeal  to  them  to 
come  and  help  us  seciure  our  independence. 

The  President  appeals  to  the  sympathy  of  the 
negro.  He  held  out  to  him  the  promise  of  a 
home.  But  the  Yankee  said  he  would  give  him 
a  home  and  the  right  of  property.  The  Presi- 
dent can  offer  him  no  motive  which  the  enemy 
can  not  easily  counteract,  by  offering  liim  a 
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higher  one.  To  our  offer  of  freedom,  they  would 
oner  freedom  and  a  home  in  the  South,  after  oor 
subjugation,  as  well  as  exemption  from  military 
service  meanwhile. 

How  did  gentlemen  propose  to  fight  negro 
troops?  He  hoped  they  did  not  propose  to 
commingle  them  with  our  brave  white  soldiers. 
How  would  they  fight  them?  Not  by  r^- 
mentfi ;  not  by  brigades ;  not  by  army  corps ;  but 
by  companies !  Place  the  negroes  in  the  front — 
put  a  company  here  and  a  company  there— and 
all  mutual  rivalry  is  lost  by  the  interposition  of 
this  timid  material ;  our  line  wavers,  and  is  swept 
away. 

llr.  Chambers  said  he  was  ashamed  to  debate 
the  question.  All  nature  cries  out  against  it 
The  negro  race  was  ordained  to  slavery  by  the 
Almighty.  Emancipation  would  be  the  de- 
structioD  of  our  social  and  political  svstem.  God 
forbid  that  this  Trojan  horse  should  be  intro- 
duced among  us. 

The  negro,  said  Mr.  Chambers,  will  not  fight 
All  history  shows  this. 

Mr.  Simpson,  of  South  Carolina  (soito  voce) — 
The  Yankees  make  them  fi^ht 

Mr.  Lester,  of  Goorpiar— Not  much. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  ^ntucky — Fill  them  with 
whiskey,  and  tbev  will  fight. 

It  is  not  deniea  that  the  negro  will  fight,  but 
will  he  fight  well  enough  to  resist  the  Yankee 
armies  ?  The  negro  can  not  be  made  a  good 
soldier.  The  law  of  his  race  is  against  it  Of 
great  simplicity  of  disposition,  tractable,  prone 
to  obedience,  and  highly  imitative,  he  may  be 
easily  drilled ;  but,  timid,  averse  to  effort,  with- 
out ambition,  he  has  no  soldierly  quality.  Be- 
ing adapted  by  nature  to  slavery,  as  he  makes 
the  best  of  slaves,  he  must  needs  make  the 
worst  of  soldiers.  He  could  recoUect  no  instance 
in  the  war  of  '76  where  ne^o  troops  were  used 
in  regular  organization  and  regular  battle,  ex- 
cept the  battalion  of  slaves  which  Lord  J3un- 
more  brought  into  the  fight  near  Norfolk, 
against  the  Virginia  militia,  and,  in  that  affair, 
as  we  are  told  by  the  historian  Botta,  they 
^  acted  shabbily,  and  saved  themselves  by 
flight"  When,  in  1793,  the  English  landed  on 
the  Island  of  St  Domingo,  they  found  it  defend- 
ed by  over  twenty  thousand  troops,  chiefly  mu- 
lattoes  and  negroes,  but,  with  less  than  one 
thousand  men,  captured  several  important 
strongholds,  and  with  less  than  two  thousand, 
finally  seized  upon  Port-au-Prince,  the  capital  of 
the  island.  The  French  authorities,  in  their  ex- 
tremity, offered  freedom  to  their  slaves — over 
four  hundred  thousand  in  number— on  condi- 
tion of  military  service  for  the  occasion,  in  de- 
fence of  their  homes,  as  we  would  say,  yet  onlv 
six  thousand  availed  themselves  of  the  offer,  d- 
though  these  slaves  were  still  bloody  from  the 
insurrection  of  1790.  They  preferred  slavery 
to  military  service. 

So,  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  the  negro 
escaped  at  every  opportunity  to  our  enemies, 
to  avoid  work,  but  since  the  system  of  negro 
conscription  has  been  adopted  by  the  United 


States  government,  he  now  xemains  with  na, 
true  to  the  instinct  of  his  race.  It  is  not 
slavery  he  desires  to  avoid,  it  is  woik  in  any 
form,  but  especially  work  in  the  form  of  danger- 
ous service. 

This  eovemment  possesses  all  die  war-power 
originally  possessed  b>  all  the  people  of  the  aer- 
era!  States.  With  wise  design  they  have  dele- 
gated the  whole,  with  little  or  no  reservation. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  not  the  Oat  of 
Russia,  not  even  Peter  the  Great,  whose  des- 
potism was  restrained  by  no  traditions  and 
alarmed  by  no  fears,  could  have  brought  into 
the  field  so  promptly  and  thoroughly  the  entire 
war  power  of  that  despotism  as  this  govermnent 
has  elicited  tlie  war  power  of  the  several  States 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  States.  For  thb 
purpose  the  first  gun  at  Fort  Sumter  sum- 
moned them  to  arms ;  tiiey  will  again  fly  to  anna 
in  the  same  sacred  cause,  whenever  and  b? 
whomever  mepaoed.  When  the  last  man  shall 
have  sunk  in  his  tracks,  when  the  last  steed 
shall  have  Mien  beneath  his  rider,  and  the  bst 
morsel  of  food  shaU  have  vanished  from  the 
land,  then,  and  not  till  then,  wiU  the  war-power 
of  this  government  be  exhausted. 

Mr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  eai^  he  was  opposed 
to  the  employment  of  negroes  as  soldiers  under 
any  circumstances.  He  was  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause it  was  a  confession  of  weakness  to  the 
enemy.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  because  he 
Uioueht  it  would  end  m  abolition.  He  was  op- 
posed to  it,  because  it  was  degrading  to  our  men. 
He  believed  that  the  right  place  for  Guffee  was 
in  the  corn-field. 

At  quarter  past  two  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RusseU,  of  Virginia,  the  House  went  into  secret 
session,  to  consider  a  bill  reported  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Gonmiittee. 

0PINiaN3  OF  THE  PRESS  AND  FSOPLE. 


GmTLEXSN :  Allow  me  a  brief  space  to  bring 
again  to  public  notice  the  subject  of  neero  con- 
scription, and  the  probable  action  of  &e  next 
Goneress  on  this  subject 

That  the  owners  of  fifteen  negroes,  and  up- 
ward, would  prefer  that  Congress  should  con- 
script ten  or  even  a  greater  per  centum  of  their 
negroes  for  the  army,  rather  than  the  present 
law  exempting  them  should  be  revoked,  diere 
can  be  not  the  least  question ;  that  tiie  negroes 
then  remaining  at  home  on  large  plantations 
would  produce,  with  the  attention  of  their  mas- 
ters, more  than  the  whole  number  would  if  the 
masters  were  conscripted,  and  they  left  in^u^ 
cannot  be  denied.  Theu  what  are  Hie  objec- 
tions to  bringing  this  power,  which  has  so  long 
been  overlooked,  to  bear  upon  our  enemy,  who 
are  using  men  of  every  faitli,  clime  and  color  to 
subdue  us?  Some  pretend  that  the  army  has 
great  averson  to  seeing  (he  negro  conscripted ; 
that  they  will  not  allow  themselves  thus  to  be 
on  an  equality  with  the  negro  ;  others  that  there 
is  a  great  principle  of  morality  involved  in  that 
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forcing  tiie  negro  to  risk  his  life  for  the  freedom 
(kids  master,  K  the  first  class  would  caltivate 
the  society  of  our  intelligent  soldiers  more,  they 
woald  discover  the  real  sentiments  of  the  army 
to  be  greatly  in  favor  of  negro  conscription  for 
recmiting  the  army  for  the  ensuing  spring.  As 
to  those  who  entertain  the  latter  view  of  **  mor- 
tl  objection,"  ko,,  their  opinions,  conscientious 
and  moral  suasions  smack  too  much  of  the  fa- 
natical and  Puritanical  love  for  the  negro  which 
the  Northman  professes,  when  he  sees  them  un- 
willing to  allow  him  to  srike  a  blow  against 
those  who  would  enslave  to  a  worse  than  Hin- 
dostan  servitude  both  master  aud  servant 

That  the  negro  will  fight  more  faithfully  for 
bis  master  than  for  the  Yankee  no  one  can 
doubt  who  has  seen  the  attachment  of  slaves  to 
their  masters  in  camp,  aud  the  reliance  and  the 
fiuthfulness  with  which  they  discharee  some- 
times the  most  dangerous  and  difficult  duties. 
Then,  too,  the  wonderful  change  which  would  be 
brought  upon  them  by  giving  such  as  were  en- 
hated  their  immediate  freedom,  with  a  promise 
of  a  grant  of  land  after  the  war,  would  cause 
them  to  acknowledge  and  look  upon  the  Yan- 
kees as  their  inferior,  whom  i^ey  now  consider 
18  their  equaL  Let  this  freedom  be  given  them 
in  due  form  by  their  masters,  and  solenmly  con- 
firmed by  the  seal  of  the  County  Court  upon 
their  being  conscripted,  and  we  would  hear  no 
more  of  negroes  running  to  the  enemy  to  be  free. 
Contented  and  hi^py  around  their  camp-fires, 
they,  with  proper  discipline  and  drill,  would 
make  us  soldiers  superior  to  any  the  enemy 
*  have  yet  lm>ught  to  bear  against  us. 

Then  Congress  will  have  another  vexed  ques- 
tion that  this  negro  conscription  will  disiK>se  of, 
viz. :  Consolidation  of  regiments  whose  numbers 
have  been  reduced  to  mere  skeletons ;  and  we 
take  it  for  granted  Congress  must  consolidate 
many  regiments,  battalions  and  oompanies.  Let 
the  officers  thus  thrown  out,  and  others  already 
out,  and  now  doing  nothing  but  troubling  the  au- 
thorities half  their  time  to  find  something  for 
diem  to  do,  be  assigned  to  the  cooamand  of  these 
negro  regiments  and  companies.  Let  them  be 
paced  in  our  sea^xMwt  garrisons,  and  on  lines  of 
communication  and  supply,  and  in  camps  of  in- 
struction, to  be  there  drilled  and  prepared  for  the 
field,  if  we  should  need  them,  and  who  doubts 
bat  what  we  will,  by  the  coming  spring.  It 
■Bgfat  be  ssdd  these  officers  would  object  to 
ooDmumding  negro  regiments  and  necro  com- 
panies. But  no,  they  will  not,  if  they  have  the 
fnper  qualities  and  qualifications  for  officers. 
n  win  taake  just  such  gallant  men  as  those  who 
have  already  lost  their  commands  by  leading 
tbem  to  the  forefront  of  the  battle,  to  command 
ttiat  respect  frGm  the  neero  which  the  Southern 
gentleman  knows  so  well  how  to  command,  at 
we  same  time  that  he  shows,  without  constraint, 
&e  uttermost  kindness ,  and  no  officer  should 
eonsider  it  any  disparagement  to  him  to  com- 
mand these  troops,  but  rather  look  upon  it  in 
the  I^t  of  a  difficult  task  which  the  govem- 
aent  hs«  assigned  to  him  for  his  signal  success 


in  the  past,  and  his  ability  to  reduce  to  proper 
disoiphne,  and  make  good  soldiers  of,  the  raw 
and  rough  material.  Rather  let  him  regard  such 
an  assignment  or  appointment  as  a  compliment 
to  lus  fitness  for  conmiand.  In  other  words, 
only  the  best  officers  should  be  selected  to  com- 
mand these  troops,  and,  our  word  for  it,  we  will 
have  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  a  new  and 
powerful  reinforcement,  a  force  capable  of  any 
thing  less  than  the  greatest  emereency,  and  an 
offoet  to  the  hirelings  and  blacks  mat  tiie  enemy 
are  bringing  against  us,  which  tiiey  never 
dreamed  of.  Do  this  now,  and  we  will  only  do 
what  is  evidently  becoming  more  apparent  we 
wiU  have  to  do  sooner  or  later,  namely :  meet 
with  the  same  material  that  class  of  the  enemy's 
army  which,  unless  counterbalanced  thus,  will 
form  an  important  element  in  our  defeat  and 
subiugation.  These  remarks  are  dictated  by 
a  clear  conviction  of  what  is  daily  becom- 
ing more  and  more  urgent  by  the  great  de- 
sire of  the  majority  of  our  people  and  army 
for  this  enactment,  and  by  the  circumstances 
around  me-— for  bo  it  noted  that  I  write 
from  a  section  of  Virginia  the  most  prosperous, 
and  that  there  are  ton  farmers  livine  adjacent, 
owning  more  than  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land  between  them,  and  from  this  broad  area 
not  a  single  soldier  is  furnished  to  the  army. 
Think,  Virginians,  of  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Virginia,  owned  by  ten  different  families, 
not  furnishing  a  single  representative  in  the 
army.  If  such  be  the  case  in  Virginia,  what 
must  it  be  in  the  less  populous  South,  where  the 
extensive  cotton  lands  of  the  rich  planter  ex- 
tend for  miles  away.  Yet  these  men  are  willing, 
yea,  many  of  them  anxious,  to  contribute  their 
portion  of  negroes  to  the  service,  and  one  hun- 
dred could  be  raised  in  this  immediate  neigh- 
borhood without  material  detriment  to  me 
farming  interests  of  the  country.  Then  can 
there  be  any  reasonable  wish,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  to  delay  legislation  on  this  subject 
when  the  forces  are  wanted  in  the  army,  the  offi- 
cers are  at  hand  to  command  them,  and  the  mas- 
ters are  willing  to  contribute  them? 

Let  Congress  take  this  into  consideration  at 
an  early  day.  Let  us  have  prompt  and  vigor- 
ous action  on  this  subject,  and  not  have  to  la- 
ment, in  the  fall  of  1866,  the  many  reverses 
which  would  have  been  prevented  by  the  or- 
ganization of  such  a  foroe. 

A  VOIOS  FBOM  THS  OOUNTBT  AO4IN8T  XT. 

Gbntlbmrx  :  In  the  Enquirer  of  the  eighteenth 
ultimo,  you  advance  and  recommend  the  propo- 
sition to  conscript  the  slaves  of  the  South  for 
the  purpose  of  making  soldiers  of  them,  and 
daim  for  the  Enquirer  the  honor  or  merit 
(which,  I  suspect,  none  will  dispute  with  you) 
of  being  the  first  to  advance  it 

Can  it  be  possible  that  you  are  serious  and 
earnest  in  proposing  such  a  step  to  be  taken  by 
our  Qovemment?  Or  were  you  merely  dis- 
cuBssing  the  matter  as  a  something  which  might 
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be  done;  an  element  of  power  which  might 
be  used :  meaning  thereby  to  intimidate  or 
threaten  our  enemy  with  it,  as  a  weapon  of  of- 
fence which  they  may  drive  us  to  use  7  Can  it 
be  possible  that  a  Southern  man— editor  of  a 
Southern  journal — recognizing  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves,  admitting  their  inferiority  in 
the  scale  of  being,  and  also  their  social  inferior- 
ity, would  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law 
which  at  one  blow  levels  all  distinctions,  de- 
prives a  master  of  a  right  of  property,  and  ele- 
vates the  negro  to  an  equality  with  the  white 
man  ?  For,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  those  who 
fight  together  in  a  common  sense,  and  by  suc- 
cess win  the  same  freedom,  enjoy  equal  rights 
and  equal  position,  and,  in  this  case,  are  distin- 
guished only  by  color.  Are  we  prepared  for 
this  ?  Is  it  for  this  we  are  contending  ?  Is  it 
for  this  we  would  seek  the  aid  of  oiur  slaves  ? 
To  win  their  freedom  with  our  own  indepen- 
dence, to  establish  in  our  midst  a  half  or  quar- 
ter of  a  million  of  black  freemen,  familiar  with 
the  arts  and  discipline  of  war,  and  with  large 
military  experience  ?  Has  the  bitter  experience 
of  Virginia,  with  regard  to  free  negroes,  already 
been  forgotten  ?  Has  that  fixed  subject  of  legis- 
lation found  its  solution  and  remedy  in  the  wise 
expedient  of  arming  and  training  to  arms,  not 
only  her  worthless  free  negro  population,  but  is 
this  class  to  be  multiplied  teu-lbld  by  this  slave- 
conscription  ?  Will  ignorant,  brutal  free  ne- 
groes be  rendered  less  ignorant,  less  thievish, 
more  humane,  by  this  training  of  the  camp  ?  by 
the  campaigns  of  three  or  four  years  ?  When 
President  Davis  said :  **We  are  not  fighting  for 
slavery,  but  independence."  he  meant  that  the 
question  and  subject  of  slavery  was  a  matter  to 
settle  among  ourselves,  and  one  that  admitted 
of  no  dispute ;  that  he  intended  to  be  indepen- 
dent of  all  foreigpi  influences  on  this  as  on  all 
other  matters ;  free  to  own  slaves  if  we  pleased ; 
free  to  lay  on  our  taxes ;  free  to  govern  our- 
selves. He  never  intended  to  ignore  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  or  to  do  aught  else  but  express 
the  determination  to  be  independent  in  this  as  well 
as  in  other  matters.  What  has  embittered  the 
feelings  of  the  two  sections  of  the  old  Union  ? 
What  has  gradually  driven  them  to  the  final 
separation  ?  What  is  it  that  has  made  two  na- 
tionalities of  them,  if  it  is  not  slavery  ?  It  was 
slavery  that  caused  them  to  denounce  us  infe- 
riors ;  it  was  slavery  that  made  the  difference 
in  our  Congressional  representatives;  it  was 
slavery  .that  made  the  difference  in  our  pursuits, 
in  our  interests,  in  our  feelings,  in  our  social 
and  political  life ;  it  is  slavery  which  now  makes 
of  us  two  people,  as  widely  antagonistic  and  di- 
verse as  any  two  people  can  be,  and  it  only 
needs  a  difference  of  language  to  make  the  North- 
erner and  Southerner  as  opposite  as  the  French- 
man and  Englishman.  You  say.  **  the  liberty  and 
freedom  of  ourselves  and  children,  the  nation- 
ality of  our  country,  &c.,  are  involved  in  this 
Btruegle."  Yes,  and  of  this  naUonaUiy  you 
would  deprive  us,  for,  instead  of  being,  as  we 
now  are,  a  nation  of  freemen,  holding  &yes  as 


our  property  j^ou  would  make  us  a  nation  of  white 
men,  with  free  negroes  tor  our  equals.  Mewre. 
Editors,  if  you  had  sought  in  the  politictl  body 
of  the  Confederacy  for  some  spot  at  which  to 
aim  and  strike  one  blow  which  should  at  once 
deprive  it  of  life,  you  oould  not  have  found  one 
more  vital,  or  have  struck  with  more  deadly 
certainty,  tlaan  you  have  done  by  the  advocacy 
of  such  a  scheme ;  and  if  there  is  any  member 
of  Congress  so  lost  to  his  sense  of  the  duty 
which  he  owes  to  his  country  and  the  constita- 
tion  which  he  has  sworn  to  defend ;  if  there  is 
one  who  is  not  tired  of  the  scenes  of  blood  and 
ruin,  and  devastation  which  have  stuned  and 
desolated  many  portions  of  our  beloved  land, 
but  yet  desires  to  see  more,  and  yet  a  thousand 
fold  more,  of  the  strife  and  woe  and  misery  be- 
gotten by  civil  revolution,  let  him  persuade  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  law  and  attempt  to  carry 
out  such  a  system,  and  the  thuigs  which  have  I 
been  will  be  nothing  to  the  things  which  shall  j 
be — ^the  revolution  and  war,  bom  and  nurtured 
and  raging  in  our  midst  shall  be  nothing  when 
compared  to  that  struggle  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged,  as  the  wild  and  desolating  tornado, 
compared  to  the  mild  summer  wind— as  the 
angry  fury  of  the  ocean  waves,  when  lashed  by 
fierce  blasts,  to  the  smooth  surface  of  the  momi- 
tain  lake. 

The  Yankee  steals  my  slave,  and  makes  a  sol- 
dier and  freeman  of  him  to  destroy  me.  You 
take  my  slave,  and  make  a  soldier  and  freeman 
of  him  to  defend  me.  The  difference  in  your 
intention  is  very  great ;  but  is  not  the  practice  ^ 
of  both  equally  pernicious  to  the  slave  and  de- 
structive to  the  country?  and  at  the  expiration 
of  ten  years  after  peace  what  would  be  the  rehh 
tive  difference  between  my  negro  stolen  and 
freed  by  the  Yankee  and  my  negro  taken  and 
freed  by  you?  Would  they  not  be  equally 
worthless  and  vicious  ?  How  would  you  dlfr 
tinguish  between  them  ?  How  .prevent  the  re- 
turn of  him  whose  hand  is  red  with  his  master's 
blood,  and  his  enioyment  of  those  privitegea 
vHiich  you  so  lavisnly  bestow  upon  the  faithful 
freedman  ? 

Have  you  thought  of  the  influence  to  be  ex- 
erted by  these  half  or  quarter  million  free  ne- 
groes in  the  midst  of  slaves,  as  you  nropose  to 
leave  them  at  the  end  of  the  war  ?  These  men 
constitute  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  slaves — 
the  able-bodied  Between  eighteen  and  for^-five. 
They  will  be  men  who  know  the  value  and  pow- 
er of  combination;  they  will  be  disciphned, 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  with  the  power  and 
ability  of  command ;  at  the  same  time  &ey  will 
be  grossly  and  miserably  ignorant,  without  any 
fix^  principle  of  life  or  the  abiUty  of  acquiring 
one.  The  camp  and  the  battle  are  not  oonsic^ 
ed  the  best  school  of  virtue.  With  habits  of 
idleness  learned  in  camp,  with  no  fixed  calling  or 
business  in  which  to  engage,  a  class  by  color 
and  circumstances  proscribed  and  mu&le  to 
rise.  Then,  again,  these  men  must  have  tiieir 
wives  and  children  slaves,  subject  to  all  the  re- 
strictions of  slavery,  while  they  are  to  enjoy  ail 
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the  priTileges  of  freedom.  Will  not  tiiis  neces- 
•Burily  make  them  discontented  ?  or,  if  not,  you 
oQgbt,  in  gratitude,  and  perhaps  in  policy,  to  free 
their  wives  and  children.  This  will  give  you, 
instead  of  half  a  million,  a  million  and  a  half  or 
two  millions  of  free  negroes  in  your  midst. 
That  is  more  than  one  half  of  the  present  slave 
population  of  the  CJonfederate  States. 

How  long  would  slavery  last  under  this  strain? 
Is  not  your  proposition  Abolitionism  in  dis- 
gnise?  No,  Messis.  Editors,  we  could  not  live 
in  a  country  inhabited  by  such  a  class.  Either 
they  or  we  must  be  forced  to  leave.  Which 
would  it  be,  and  where  and  how  would  they  go? 
Abraham  Lincoln  emancipates  aU  he  can  steal. 
Tou  would  take  and  emancipate  one  half  at  a 
W(^,  or,  at  all  events,  you  would  take  and 
emaDcipate  that  portion  without  whom  the  other 
portion -would  be  valueless  and  a  charge  upon 
tiie  country.  No  ;  our  cause  is  not  so  desperate, 
oar  its  condition  so  low,  as  to  need  the  aid  of 
an  army  of  free  n^roes.  There  are  stout  arms 
aad  brave  hearts  enough  among  the  white  men 
of  the  Goufederacy  to  win  and  secure  its  free- 
dom, and  he  who  would  call  upon  the  poor,  ig- 
norant slave  to  fieht  his  battles,  for  the  boon  of 
a  worthless  freedom,  must  not  only  be  deeply 
de^x>ndent,  but  r^ardless  of  the  duties  he 
owes  to  his  country,  to  his  negro,  and  himself. 
It  is  not  for  the  slave  either  to  win  freedom  for 
the  white  men,  as  you  would  have  him,  or  take 
the  yoke  of  subjugation  upon  him,  as  would  the 
TanlEee.  But  it  is  for  the  Southern  white  man 
to  achieve  his  own  indepence,  to  secure  himself 
in  the  possession  of  his  slave,  and  to  secure  to 
the  slave  the  possession  of  a  good  master.^ — 
Mkkmond  JBnqiUrer,  November  4. 
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OPERATIONS  OF  aENEHA.L  LEE'S  ABMY. 
INLAK7  OF  A  ODNFEI»RATE  OFFICEB. 

Wednesday,  May  4,  1864. — ^Received  orders 
at  2d5  p.  X.,  to  move  by  plank-road  to  front 
Eoemy  reported  crossing  at  Ely's  Ford,  near 
QkaoceUorsville.  Gamp^  two  miles  below 
Orange  Court-house,  marching  thirteen  miles,  at 
a  v«y  rapid  rate,  over  a  good  plank-road, 
which  has  been  repaired  to  Unionville. 

Thursday,  5th.— Moved,  at  sunrise,  down  to 
Mine  Ron,  at  Yerdiersville,  reaching  there  at 
half  past  ten  a.  m.  Stopped  to  graze  and  water. 
Sent  Captain  D.  to  Morton's  Ford  to  report  to 
Goieral  Ramseur,  taking  two  wagons  wim  him. 
Firing  on  our  right,  probably  at  plank-road. 
Otant  crossed.  May  4, 1864,  at  Ely's  and  G^r- 
aann  Fords.  Cavalry  fighting  near  the  river. 
hkfmtry  fighting  commenced.  Marched  twelve 
aiks. 

Friday,  6th. — Colonel  John  Thompson  Brown, 
iionnerly  Colonel  of  the  First  Virginia  Artillery, 
Was  killed  by  one  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters 
to^y,  at  ten  a.  m.,  while  examining  for  posi- 
tktt  Setween  plank-road  and  the  turnpike,  three 


miles  below  Locust  Grove.  Moved  up  this  day 
(weather  very  hot),  to  Locust  Grove,  Armed 
the  cannoneers  with  muskets,  to  resist  cavalry. 
Heavy  fighting  along  our  line.  Enemy  fre- 
quently repulsed. 

Saturday,  7th. — Moved  up  near  line  of  battle 
on  turnpike.  Put  Captain  D.  in  position  on 
turnpike ;  rode  along  our  picket  lines ;  tired 
upon  by  sharpshooters  ;  moved  ofif,  after  dark, 
with  all  the  batteries,  as  we  ascertained,  that 
though  we  had  whipped  Grant  badly  on  the 
fifth  and  sixth,  he  was  moving  toward  Rich- 
mond. Stopped  at  Yerdiersville,  near  Colonel 
N.,  who  had  used  most  of  the  artillery  engaged 
in  this  corps — ^his  battalion  alone  being  in. 

Sunday,  8th. — About  one  p.  m.  moved  toward 
Anticon  Church,  on  Terry's  Creek  of  North 
Anna,  and  camped  on  Po  river,  near  Shady 
Grove  Church — ^thirteen  miles. 

Monday,  9th. — Moved  on  to  Spottsylvania 
New  Court-house.  Fighting  yesterday  and  to- 
day at  Court-house.  We  got  between  Grant 
and  Richmond.    Marched  seven  miles. 

Tuesday,  10th. — ^At  sunrise,  put  Captain  S.  in 
position  in  Daniels'  brigade,  and  Captain  J.  in 
position  in  Ramseur's  line.  Captain  D.  in  re- 
serve, but  near;  Captain  G.  in  reserve,  near 
Court-house.  Captain  S.  was  about  three 
hundred  yards  from  a  dense  pine  thicket,  with 
an  open  field  between,  and  our  skirmishers  from 
Dole's  brigade  being  driven  back  to  the  rifie 
pits,  we  were  much  annoyed  at  S.'s  guns  by 
sharpshooters.  Several  were  wounded.  Went 
up  to  the  right,  at  Major  General  Johnston's, 
who  was  to  the  right  of  Rodes.  While  there 
the  Yankees  charged.  Captain  D.  was  changing 
position,  beine  relieved  by  Captain  M.  (Nelson's 
battalion)  at  the  time.  M.'s  men  showed  good 
spirit  but  fired  badly.  About  four  p.  m.  went 
to  Longstreet's  line,  and  saw  the  charges  made 
by  Grant's  men  on  our  left.  Seven  heavy  charges 
made  and  repulsed.  Just  before  dark  they 
charged  the  right  of  Rode's  division  and  broke 
Dole^  brigade,  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the 
right  of  S.'s  battery.  S.  and  his  men  acted  very 
gallantly,  firing  their  guns  after  the  Yankees 
were  in  their  rear.  Major  David  Walton  was 
with  this  battery.  I  was  on  tihe  left,  with  Cap- 
tain J.  The  Yankees  came  in  the  rear  and  right 
of  S.'s  battery,  capturing  the  guns,  as  well  as 
Captain  S.  and  nineteen  men — wounding  seven- 
teen. Ramseur  charged  by  the  right  flank.  I 
called  out  to  Lieutenant  R.  to  get  some  of  S.'s 
men,  who  had  got  o£f,  and  come  up  with  me  to 
S.*s  guns,  and  we  would  work  them,  when  re- 
captured. Advanced  with  the  head  of  the 
column,  calling  out  constantly  to  our  reinforce- 
ments, who  were  coming  in  without  any  order, 
and  not  knowing  where  to  go, "  by  the  right 
fiank,  men!"  Stopped  at  S.s  fourth  gun,  a 
Napoleon,  which  I  loaded  with  canister,  and 
Lieutenant  R.  fired  it  After  firing  seven  or 
eight  rounds,  I  found  some  of  the  cannoneers 
hs^  returned.  Told  Lieutenant  R.  to  work  Uie 
Napoleon,  and  I  would  work  another  of  the 
pieces.    Got  t^ee  infantry  men  to  put  down 
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their  moekets  and  help  me  work  a  three-inch 
rifle.  The  dead  were  so  thick  aroand  the  other 
Napoleon  we  could  not  work  it  The  Yankees 
were  firing  at  us  from  behind  our  breastworks,  on 
the  right,  and  from  pens  put  up  by  ambulance 
men,  about  sixty  yards  to  our  right  This 
furious  musketry  continued  for  one  nour  and  a 
haJf  or  two  hours.  W.,  standing  by  me,  had  his 
arm  shot  through.  Took  the  lanyard  from  him 
and  gave  it  to  another  man.  L.  was  shot  on  the 
top  of  the  head  and  scalped,  bat  not  killed.  Saw 
Colonel  P.  leading  in  a  column  of  infantry.  Ran 
and  asked  him  to  send  me  up  the  first  cannon- 
eers he  could  find  at  a  reserve  battery  He  sent 
Ghu-ber's.  From  this  fact  a  misapprehension 
arose  that  S.  and  his  men  had  abandoned  their 

guns.  But  I  know  they  acted  well.  General 
'aniels  complimented  them  very  highly.  Major 
David  Watson  escaped  by  jumping  over  in 
front  and  going  over  to  J.  s  battery,  when  S.'s 
was  captured.  He  returned  and  assisted  Lieu- 
tenant R.  to  work  his  Napoleon,  and  was 
mortally  wounded,  being  shot  through  the 
bowels  and  pelvis.  I  was  very  much  exhaust- 
ed, working  the  guns  and  serving  ammunition. 
Fired  very  rapidly  and  got  the  guns  very  hot 
Sometimes  had  to  cease  firing,  and  take  my  men 
all  back  to  the  caissons  to  search  for  ammu- 
nition. Much  of  the  time  had  onlv  three  men, 
and  an  infantry  man  to  sit  behind  the  breast- 
works and  hold  friction  primers  for  us,  as  the 
implements  were  gone,  and  we  had  to  find  the 
extra  implements  that  were  necessary.  Our 
works,  about  thirty  yards  to  the  right,  had  a 
second  line  run  back  to  the  rear  about  eighty 
yards  long,  to  protect  the  hollow  through  which 
the  Yankees  broke  in.  When  our  men  from 
Ramseur's  brigade  and  the  left  advanced  down 
our  works  to  the  right  they  stopped  at  this  off- 
set, and  allowed  the  Yankees  to  hold  our  works 
until  charged  by  Johnson  and  Gordon,  later  at 
night  The  occupation  of  this  offset  made  it 
very  difficult  for  us  to  fire  upon  the  Yankees 
behind  our  line  without  striking  our  men  on  the 
offset,  and  the  blast  from  the  nearest  gun  on  my 
left,  being  pointed  very  obliquely  to  the 
.  right,  blew  off  my  hat  twice,  and  seemed  as  if 
it  would  blow  off  my  head.  Shots  passed 
through  the  leg  of  my  pantaloons,  the  right  arm 
of  my  coat  and  right  breast  of  mv  coat ;  another 
struck  my  spy-glass  in  my  sack  coat  pocket, 
which,  resting  at  the  time  aeainst  my  thigh, 
made  me  think  for  a  moment  that  my  thigh  was 
broken.  After  recovering  from  the  shock,  went 
back  to  working  the  gun.  Had  nine  bullet  holes 
In  my  clothes  this  night  Surely  I  should  praise 
God  for  his  mercy.  For  one  hour  and  a  half 
the  Yankee  infantry,  at  sixty  yards  distance,  be- 
hind breastworks,  tried  to  silence  these  gnns, 
and  I  was  standing  up  all  this  time  except  when 
fusing  shell  The  Yankees  also  brought  up  a 
battery,  six  hundred  or  eight  hundred  yards  in 
our  front,  and  fired  upon  us  during  this  time. 
General  Lee  rode  up  to  my  battalion  next  morn- 
ing, saluted  me  by  raising  his  hat  pulled  off  his 
gauntlet,  and  shook  hands  with  me,  thanking 


me  for  my  "  gallantry  and  coolness,"  as  he  wu 
pleased  to  say.  I  represented  to  him  in  propa 
light  the  good  conduct  of  S.  and  his  men,  teD- 
ing  him  forty  men  were  put  out  of  action  in 
that  company  alone,  and  twenty-two  hones. 
Four  hundred  Yankees  were  killed  in  our  lines 
in  this  assault  A  colonel  and  about  twen^  men 
were  killed  very  near  S.'s  guns.  They  held  the 
outer  rifle-pits  or  breastworks  for  about  tvo 
hours,  until  driven  out  by  Grordon,  oommandiog 
Early's  division.  General  Johnson  drove  tbem 
to  the  breastworks  by  chargini;  through  the 
woods.  Generals  Ramseur,  Rhodes,  Gordoo,aiMl 
Johnson  charged  at  the  head  of  tiieir  keeps,  I 
know.    General  Ewell  also  led  a  charge. 

Wednesday,  11th — ^Day  comparatively  quiet 
Just  before  dark.  Colonel  C.  informed  me  that 
General  Long  had  ordered  all  the  guns  oat  at 
dark.  I  informed  General  Ramseur,  and  went 
over  to  General  Lee's  headquarters  to  find  Gen- 
eral Long.  He  (General  Lee)  told  me  he  did 
not  intend  for  the  guns  to  be  brought  out  until 
the  troops  left  I  then  sent  word  back  to  Gen- 
eral Rarnsenr  and  Oaptains  D.,  J.,  and  G.,  not  to 
move  until  the  troops  moved,  but  ^e  orden  for 
N.,  P.,  and  0.  were  not  changed,  and  aJl  moved 
out  that  night,  and  left  the  troops  on  Johnson's 
line  without  artilllery.  [This  was  the  caose  of 
the  disaster  which  happened  next  morning  to 
Johnson's  division. — SdHor.]  Just  at  mght 
Greneral  Ramseur  had  a  report  from  Major  0., 
commanding  his  sharpshooters,  that  the  enonj 
were  using  axes  in  our  front 

Thursday,  May  12 — Morning  foggy.    At  day- 
break, Grant  charged  over  our  lines,  at  Dote'a 
position,  capturing  eight  guns  of  Gutshaw's  and 
twelve  of  Page's,  just  going  into  position,  from 
which  they  had  moved  the  night  before.    Plage 
lost  his  horses  and  men,  Cutshaw  did  not  lose 
his  horses.    I  had  been  at  my  wagons,  which 
were  with  Captain  Graham's  battery  Uiat  night, 
(the  eleventh)  and  had  received  orders  to  put 
Graham  in  position,  as  we  heard  heavy  cheers 
and  no  artillery  firing  on  our  side.     I  was  told 
by  Major  Tenable  to  open  fire  from  about  tiie 
Court-house.     Went  over  to  see  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pegum,  who  opened  fiire  as  directed  by 
Venable.    The  enemy  charged  from  Dole's  on 
Wilcox's  lines.    Our  men  fought  welL     WUoox 
drove  the  enemy  three  hundred  yards  in  frtHit 
of  our  breastworks.    Edward  Johnson  was  oap* 
tured  and  his  men  scattered  badly.  Loss  heai^. 
Our  lines  were  drawn  in  to  throw  out  the  p<»nt 
which  had  been  occupied  by  Johnson.  This  was 
a  ridge  making  off  from  the  main  ridge  on  whidi 
the  Court-house  is  situated,  and  nmde  a  weak 
point  in  our  lines,  as  it  could  be  occupied  l^ 
Grant  if  we  left  it  out  of  our  lines,  while,  if  we 
took  it  in,  it  was  scarcely  tenable  against  s 
heavv  assault  directed  upon  DoleL    The  artil- 
lery having  been  removed,  it  was  indefensible. 
We  held  our  new  line.    The  Yankees  shdOed 
furiously.    Started  to  go  round  to  that  part  of 
our  line  to  see  how  matters  were  progressing. 
In  the  orchard,  just  back  of  (General  L^'s  head- 
quarters, I  was  stniok  on  the  coUar-bone  and 
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6hoald«r  bj  a  firagment  of  shell,  which  disabled 
me.  The  infaiitry  firing  had  lolled,  and  we  had 
repulsed  the  enemy.  This  was  about  ten  o'clock 
in  &e  mornine.  The  Yankees  had  cut  off  Gen- 
eral fidward  Johnson's  division,  capturing  him, 
azui  probably  most  of  his  men,  but  were  unable 
to  penetrate  our  lines  at  any  other  point,, or  to 
break  the  line  which  was  established  after  John- 
son's was  broken. 


Doo.  70* 
TBADE  WITH  THE  OOKFEDEEAGY. 

QENERAL  WAShIdRN'S  ORDEB. 

HBAWV^sma,  Dvnior  or  Wwr  TmnaBB, 

B,  Tmr.,]fa7l0, 1864. 


The  practical  operation  of  commercial  inter- 
comve  from  this  cit^with  the  States  in  rebellion 
has  been  to  help,  Wgely  to  feed,  clothe,  arm 
aod  equip  our  enemies.  Memphis  has  been  of 
more  vahie  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  since  it 
fen  into  Federal  hands  than  Nassau.  To  take 
cotton  belonging  the  rebel  government  to  Nas- 
saa,  or  any  other  foreigp  port,  is  a  hazardous 
proceeding.  To  take  it  to  Memphis  and  con- 
Tert  it  into  supplies  and  greenbacks  and  return 
to  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  or  place  the' proceeds 
to  the  credit  of  the  rebel  government  in  Europe 
vidiout  passing  again  into  the  rebel  lines,  is 
6afe  and  easy.  I  have  undoubted  evidence  that 
bige  amounts  of  cotton  have  been  and  are  be- 
m  brought  here  to  be  sdd  belonging  to  ttie 
rebel  government  The  past  and  present  sys- 
tem of  trade  has  given  s^eneth  to  the  rebel 
army,  while  it  has  demoralized  and  weakened 
oar  own.  It  has  invited  the  enemy  to  hover 
around  Memphis  as  his  best  base  of  supply, 
wben  otherwise  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country.  It  renders  of  practical  non-effect  the 
blockade  upon  the  ocean,  which  has  cost  and  is 
costing  so  many  millions.  It  opens  our  lines 
to  the  spies  of  the  enemy,  and  renders  it  next 
to  impossible  to  execute  any  military  plan  with- 
out its  becoming  known  to  him  long  enough  in 
advance  for  him  to  prepare  for  it. 

The  facts  here  stated  are  known  to  every  in- 
Wgent  man  in  Memphis.  What  is  the  remedy 
far  these  great  and  overshadowing  evils? 
Experience  shows  that  there  can  be  but  one 
nmedy,  and  that  is  total  prohibition  of  all  com- 
■erciai  intercourse  with  the  States  in  rebellion. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered :  That  on  and  after  the 
iftemth  day  of  March,  1864,  the  lines  of  the 
tmj  at  Memphis  be  closed,  apd  no  person  will 
bepermitted  to  leave  the  city,  except  by  river, 
vitfaout  a  special  pass  from  these  headquarters 
after  that  date,  ill  persons  desirous  of  coming 
y^  the  city  will  be  permitted  to  do  so,  but 
tkcnid  be  notified  by  the  pickets  that  they  will 
MC  be  allowed  to  return.  All  persons  who 
^Mire  to  leave  the  dty  to  go  beyond  our  lines, 
■M  do  so  before  the  ^teenlh  instant  | 

E  Bt  order  of  Major-Ueneral  G.  G.  Wijomnur.     | 
rWH.H.MoEOAir, 
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Doo.  71. 
THE  BETBEAT  FROM  ALEXANDBIAs 
NiwOnsAxa,  May  23,  186i 

Having  got  our  gunboats  over  the  falls  above 
Alexandnain  safety,  about  the  thirteenth  in- 
stant, they,  together  with  the  transports,  moved 
down  the  river,  and  with  inconsiderable  annoy- 
ance from  the  guerriUas  idong  the  shore,  reached 
Fort  De  Russy  without  any  casualties  worthy 
of  special  mention. 

The  capture  by  the  rebels  on  the  fourth  in- 
stant of  the  little  gunboat  Signal  has  not  been 
made  public.  The  event  occurred  at  or  near 
Snaggv  Point,  and  very  close  to  the  place  where 
the  ^  John  Warner"  was  taken  about  the  same 
date.  The  following  officers  were  taken  prison- 
ers along  with  her : 

liieutenant  William  Simpson,  A.  D.  G.,  on  Geo- 
oral  Banks'  staff;  Lieutenant-Commanding  K  A. 
Morgan,  U.  S.  Navy ;  Acting-Ensign  Charles  P. 
Bragg,  U.S.  Navy;  Acting-Ensign  William  P. 
Loam,  U.  S.  Navy ;  Acting  Master's-Mate  K  D. 
Level ;  Acting  Master's-Mate  R.  P.  Croft ;  Act- 
ing Master's-Mate  And.  Donaldson ;  Third  Ab- 
sistant-Eqgineer  J.  F.  Liddell;  Pavmaster'f 
Steward  Eugene  Colbert,  and  the  mail  messen- 
ger. 

As  our  army  marched  out  from  Alexandria 
the  mounted  scouts  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
hovering  dmost  constantly  about  us,  though 
they  seldom  approached  near  enough  to  give  a 
chance  to  pick  them  off. 

As  our  forces  arrived  on  the  sixteenth  at  Av- 
oyelles Prairie  General  Banks  learned  that  the 
enemy,  in  heavy  force,  had  taken  a  strong  posi- 
tion to  dispute  our  passage.  A  belt  6f  thick 
woods  on  the  summit  of  what  passes  in  this 
country  for  a  hill,  but  which  r^y  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  a  gradual  swell  in  the 
prairie,  was  the  site  chosen,  and  from  the  pro- 
tection which  the  timber  afforded  his  men,  was 
admirably  selected. 

Our  skirmishers  were  immediately  thrown 
out  to  feel  the  enemy  and  draw  his  fire,  the 
artiUery  was  brought  up,  and  preparations  made 
to  show  the  rebels  that  the  men  who  had  fought 
and  whipped  them  at  Heasant  Hill  and  Mon^ 
ett's  Bluu,  were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the 


prospect  of  another  brush  with  the  same  r^ 
ged  battallions  then.  We  had  not  long  to  waiL 
The  Confederates  opened  upon  us  at  once  with 


some  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Having  asoer^ 
tained  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy, 
we  opened  our  batteries  in  return,  and  con* 
tinned  a  furious  cannonade  on  their  lines  for 
between  three  and  four  hours,  when  the  fire  from, 
their  artillery  gradually  slackened,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  silenced. 

This  was  followed  by  tm  advance  of  our  in-^ 
fantry,  accompanied  by  a  few  volleys  o£  mus- 
ketrv,  when  the  panic-stricken  rebels  hastily  re- 
tired, carrying  their  dead  and  wounded  along 
with  them  from  the  field.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  many  of  the  officers  that  pursuit  wonld  have 
enabled  us  to  make  a  complete  route  of  the 
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^nemys  retreating  forces,  bat  the  Commanding 
G^eral  thought  it  best  to  save  the  extra  fa- 
tigue to  our  already  tired  sddiers  for  the  remain- 
ing march  toward  Simmsport,  and  so  our  col- 
umn headed  aeain  for  the  Atcha&laja. 

The  remajinder  of  that  day,  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  following  one,  our  only  collisions 
with  the  enemy  were  the  occasional  brushes 
which  our  cavalry  had  with  theirs,  reaUy 
amounting  to  nothing,  except  to  show  the  in- 
trepid bravery  which  inspired  our  men  through- 
out iiuB  fatiguing  and  really  harassing  move- 
ment For  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult things  in  the  whole  military  catalogue  of 
difficult  operations  to  withdraw  an  army  from 
au  enemy's  country  successfully. 

On  Wednesday  the  eighteenth,  our  army 
reached  Yellow  Bayou,  wMch  by  the  way  is  a 
bayou  that  unites  with  Bayou  de  la  Glaise  and 
empties  into  the  Atchafalaya  a  short  distance 
above  Simmsport  Here  our  advance  had 
crossed,  together  with  stores,  trains,  etc.,  and 
also  a  part  of  our  main  forces,  when  tiie  enemy 
made  a  sudden  dash  upon  us  with  the  evident 
hope  to  throw  our  troops  into  a  panic.  In  this 
tiiey  were  disappointed,  as  the  sequel  will 
show.  His  very  serene  highness  Prince  Major- 
General  Polignac,  commanded  the  rebels,  and 
he  was  evidently  burning  to  distin^ish  his 
new  bom  titles  with  deeds  worthy  their  exalted 
quality. 

Brigadier-General  Mower  received  his  High- 
ness with  befitting  honors,  and  after  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  affiiirs  of  the  war — the  whole  en- 
gagement lastine  scarcely  beyond  an  hour's 
time— despatched  his  Eminence  back  to  those 
who  sent  him,  with  a  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
of  not  less  than  five  hundred  and  three  hun- 
dred prisoners  left  in  our  hands.  A  charge 
made  upon  their  lines  was  one  of  the  most 
spirited  of  the  whole  campaign,  and  resulted  in 
toe  infliction  of  the  heavier  part  of  their  losses 
in  Idlled,  and  the  capture  of  the  three  hundred 
prisoners  above  spoken  of.  Our  casualties  in 
this  engagement  were  inside  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  9^  told.  The  rebel  retreat  was  a  scene 
of  the  wildest  disorder — their  troops  throwing 
away  every  thing  which  might  encumber  them, 
and  skedaddling  in  fine  style.  We  lost  no 
prisoners  in  this  engagement 

On  the  nineteentn  the  army  arrived  at  the 
Atcha&laya,  and  a  pontoon  bridge  was  impro- 
vised as  follows :  Twenty  transports  were  an- 
chored abreast  in  the  stream,  and  over  them  was 
laid  a  bridge,  on  which  the  army,  with  all  its 
paraphemuia,  passed  as  orderly,  conveniently, 
and  securely  as  it  would  or  could  have  done 
over  a  turnpike  bridge  in  the  land  of  steady 
habits.  On  the  twentieth  instant  our  entire 
army  had  crossed  the  river  at  Simmsport,  and 
again  moved  toward  the  Mississippi  river.  The 
next  evening  it  reached  Morganzia,  and  went 
into  pleasant  camping  ground  in  security  and 
peace,  to  rest  from  its  labors  and  dangers  till 
the  next  move  on  the  chess-board  shall  call  it 


forth  to  other  labors  and  successes,  t^enenl 
Oeinby  is  with  the  army  at  Morganeia. 

Among  the  brilliant  movements  which  de- 
serve mention  is  a  charge  by  the  Twenty-sixth 
New  York  battery  at  the  engagement  of  Avo 
yelles  Prairie.  The  cavalry  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Richard  Arnold,  Chief  of  Artillery  of 
the  department,  and  was  handsomely  handled 
througnout  General  Mower's  division  of  the 
Sixteenth  Arm v  Corps,  a  part  of  the  Thirteenth 
corps,  also  under  the  same,  and  the  cavalry,  bore 
the  largest  part  of  the  hardest  fighting. 

The  most  severe  losses  were  sustained  b^  the 
Fifty-eighth  Illinois  infantry,  the  Sixth  BlisM- 
chusetts,  and  Third  Maryland  cavalry. 

The  morale  of  the  army  at  its  camps  tt  Mor- 
ganzia is  excellent,  and  its  position  pleasant 
and  healthful,  and  when  qgain  called  on  to  act, 
the  country  will  hear  a  good  account  of  what 
it  is  called  on  to  perform. 


Doa  72. 


DESTRUCTION  OFTHE  HARRIET  A  WEED. 

The  steamer  **  Harriet  A.  Weed,"  having  in 
tow  a  schooner,  left  Jacksonville  at  abont  eight 
o'clock  A.  M.  on  Monday,  the  ninth.  When  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek,  a  point  half- 
way between  the  town  and  St  John's  bar,  she 
ran  upon  two  torpedoes,  whicll  exploded  Bimnl- 
taneously,  resulting  in  the  complete  destruction 
of  i^e  vessel.  She  was  literally  blown  to  atoms. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  lost : 

C.  L.  Bell,  Assistant  Engineer;  WiBiam 
Harding,  Thomas  Johnson,  A.  Brown,  Stephen 
WiUdns. 

The  following  is  a  Kst  of  the  saved : 

Captain  Gkiskill,  commander  of  the  vessd; 
Mr.  Gaskill,  Mate ;  D.  H.  Pettingill,  Chief-&- 
gineer ;  Captain  J.  R.  Smith,  Thomas  CoUioa, 
William  Morris,  Robert  Spagg,  J.  Smith,  Frank 
Collins,  Fred.  Hamilton,  Richard  Whittaker, 
Henry  Coldback,  D.  Jenkins,  Jacob  Norootl, 
Jos.  Home,  A.  Brown,  Jr..  and  twenty  soldiers 
of  the  Third  U.  S.  colorea  regiment 

Of  the  saved  nearly  all  are  more  or  less  in* 
jured.  Captain  Swift  states  that  he  was  thrown 
m  fhe  air  a  distance  of  twenty  feet  The  "  Har- 
riet A.  Weed  "  was  used  more  as  a  picket-host 
than  a  transport.  She  carried  two  guns,  both 
of  which  were  en>loded  by  the  concussion. 

On  the  same  qay  that  tiie  disaster  occurred, 
the  river  was  dragged,  and  nine  torpedoes  were 
picked  up.  The  authorities  had  infonnatioc 
that  the  rebels  were  watching  for  an  opportnni^ 
to  sink  torpedoes,  for  a  number  of  deserten 
who  came  into  our  lines  a  few  days  prior  to  the 
explosion,  stated  explicitly  what  the  intontioo 
was  with  regard  to  torpedoes.  The  **  Harriel 
A.  Weed ''  makes  the  third  vessel  that  has  been 
destroyed  on  the  St  John's  within  a  few  we^ 
by  means  of  torpedoes. 
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Doc  73. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MABKS'  MILLS,  ABE. 

Subjoined  is  an  accoont  of  the  battle  of 
Marks*  Mills,  by  **  An  Eye-witness."  The  battle 
vas  fought  near  thejnnction  of  the  roads  lead- 
ing to  C^den  and  Warren,  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  mill  which  the  rebel  General  made  his 
headquarters  during  the  action. 

The  expedition  was  known  to  be  of  a  hazard- 
ous nature.  If  Camden  was  to  be  held,  snpplies 
must  be  procured  overland  from  Pine  Bluff,  or 
bv  steamers,  up  the  Washita.  The  prospect 
was  not  good  lor  receiving  them  bv  the  latter 
route;  but  it  was  known  that  only  Shelby's 
forces  was  n6rth  of  the  Washita,  and  Colonel 
Drake's  force  was  fully  competent  to  manage 
him.  If  reinforcements  were  sent  to  him,  (Gen- 
eral Steele  relied  upon  beine  advised  thereof  by 
his  cavalry  in  time  to  reinforce  Colonel  Drake. 
It  subeequeudv  transpired  that  GrenenJ  FWen 
crossed  uie  Washita  on  the  second  night  uter 
Colonel  Drake  left  Camden,  making  a  forced 
march  of  forty-five  miles  the  next  day,  and 
joining  Shelby  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marks' 
Milk. 

The  rebel  force  then  numbered  over  six  thou- 
nnd  of  the  best  troops  in  the  Confederate  ser- 
vice, while  Ae  total  number  under  Colonel 
Ihake  was  only  about  fifteen  hundred. 

The  ni^t  previous  to  the  fight  was  spent  by 
the  pioneer  corps  of  the  Federal  force  in  cordu- 
roying the  road  through  Moro  Bottom.  The 
train  when  well  closed  up  was  four  miles  long. 
The  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  formed  the  rear 
guard.  In  the  momine,  in  passing  over  this 
cordoroved  portion  of  toe  road,  after  about  one 
hundred  wagons  had  passed,  a  portion  of  it  be- 
came so  defective  from  wear  that  the  remainder 
of  &e  train  was  delayed  and  lengthened  out 
This  increased  the  distance  considerably  be- 
tween the  advance  and  rear  guards,  and  was 
fte  situation  when  the  advanced  guard  was 
■stecked.  The  Thirty-sixth  Iowa,  in  the  centre, 
and  die  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  were  immediately 
cfdered  up.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
design  of  the  rebels  was  to  sun:pund  and 
CTOsn  the  main  body  of  our  forces  before 
flie  Seventy-seventh  could  come  up.  They 
^ypeored  in  overwhelming  numbers  in  front 
and  on  each  flank,  and  were  gradually  extend- 
ing the  latter  so  as  to  cut  the  train,  and  ^us 
otHnpletely  enclose  the  Union  troops. 

At  this  critical  juncture  word  reached  Colonel 
Drake  that  the  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  was  only 
a  mile  off.  It  had  l>ecome  evident  that  the 
train  could  not  be  saved ;  and  he  seems  to  have 
eoDoeived  the  possibility  of  effecting  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Seventjr-seventh,  cutting  his  way 
out ;  and  escaping  with  most  of  his  force.  He 
propoeed  to  tsike  their  left  flank  in  the  rear,  with 
a  charge  of  the  small  cavalry  force  under  Major 
HcCiiueigh,  and  follow  it  up  with  all  his  avail- 
able iD^uitiy,  some  four  hundred  men.    Riding 


across  the  field  to  give  the  requisite  order  to 
Major  McCauleigh,  he  was  exposed  to  a  dread- 
ful croSB>fire  from  the  enemy.  Here  he  was 
wounded  severelv  by  a  Minie  ball  in  the  left 
thigh  and  hip.  Scarcely  able  to  sit  upon  his 
horse,  he  stiU  determined,  if  possible,  to  super- 
intend in  person  the  attack  he  had  determined 
upon.  He  rode  forward  to  the  Major  and  gave 
the  order.  The  Major  wheeled  his  little  cavalry 
force  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  worn-out 
men  and  jaded  beasts,  and  rode  upon  the  rebels. 
The  latter  wavered  and  became  disordered. 
Then  Colonel  Drake  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  his  men,  and  was  about  to  give  the  order  to 
charge,  when,  from  weakness  occasioned  by  loss 
of  blood,  he  was  compelled  to  dismount.  He 
then  directed  Captain  W.  L.  McGill,  Inspector 
of  the  brigade,  who  had  kept  constantlv  by  his 
side,  to  hand  over  the  conmiand  to  Maior  Spill- 
man,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri,  the  ranking  ofift- 
cer. 

There  was  no  cessation  of  firing  on  our  side 
at  any  tin)e.  Every  man  fought  with  coolness 
and  courage,  until  the  rebels  rushed  iti  upon  all 
sides,  and  disarmed  them.  There  was  no  sur* 
render. 

Captain  McGill  acted  with  distinguished 
bravery  and  gallantry  throughout  the  action. 
Musket-balls  lodged  in  his  coat  and  in  his 
horse's  saddle,  yet  he  escaped  without  a 
scratch. 

He  did  not  find  2iaior  Spillman.  The  latter 
had  fallen  back  with  his  cavahy  to  Pine  Blnff 
He  then  sought  Major  McCauleigh.  While  hunt- 
ing him,  the  rebets  made  their  dash.  Seeing 
the  day  was  lost,  Captain  McGill  struck  into  the 
timber,  and  subsequently  reached  Pine  Bluff  in 
safety. 

Major  McCauleigh  was  wounded,  and  is  still 
a  prisoner. 

Accompanying  the  train  were  several  negro 
recruiting  oflScers,  with  about  three  hundred 
negro  recruits.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
them,  probably,  were  killed — the  balance  es- 
caped. 

On  our  side  there  were  between  two  hundred 
and  fifty  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  killed  and 
wounded. 

According  to  the  rebel  official  report,  as  I  am 
informed  by  one  of  our  wounded  officers,  who 
read  it  in  manuscript,  they  had  one  hundred  and 
ten  killed,  two  hiuidred  and  seventy-eight 
wounded,  and  forty  missing. 

All  our  wounded  were  paroled.  While  they 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  they  were 
well  treated  and  provided  for. 

The  rebels  lost  two  Colonels  in  the  action — 
one  of  them.  Colonel  Pettus,  of  this  State. 

Most  of  our  wounded  have  arrived  here,  and 
are  well  cared  for  in  the  hospital. 

Colonel  Drake,  as  soon  as  he  can  bear  the  trip, 
will  start  North. 

Among  the  kiUed  is  Captain  Townsend,  of 
General  Rice's  sta£ 


4Si 


REBELLION    WCOBD,    1862-^5. 


Doc.  74 
FIGHT  ON  PORTWALTHAL  RAILROAD. 

HiADQUAsms,  Gbrbal  Butlib,  May  7, 1864. 

The  skirmish  of  last  night  was  quite  serioas. 
General  Smith  directed  General  Heokman  to  ad- 
vance with  his  brigade  to  find  out  what  force 
and  position  the  enemy  bad  in  front  of  lus  lines 
on  the  left.  General  Heckman  pushed  forward, 
driving  in  their  pickets,  and  s^rmishing  along 
tiie  line,  pushine;  the  rebds  back  to  the  Port 
Walthal  Railroad.  Here  the  Secesh  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  railroad  embankment,  and  our 
forces  were  received  with  a  volley.-  Gtonernl 
Heckman  was  wounded  in  the  little  fineer  of  his 
right  hand  by  a  Minie  ball,  which  passed  through 
hm  coat,  trowsers,  saddle  flap,  and  killed  his 
horse.  General  Heckman  opened  on  them' with 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  This  the  rebels  tiiiought 
unfair,  as  they  had  no  cannon,  and  caUed  out  to 
our  men,  **  Hold  on  Yanks,  till  to«morrow,  and 
then  we  will  get  our  guns  up.  ** 

The  objeot  being  simply  a  reconnoissanoe,  and 
General  Heokman  being  in^rtxucted  on  no  account 
to  brine  on  a  general  engagement,  as  the  right 
of  our  une  had  not  got  into  position,  he  wHh- 
drew  his  brigade.  The  rebs  charged  after  him 
but  were  handsomdy  repulsed  twice,  tmd  our 
men  returned  to  camp  having  eight  killed,  and 
forty  wounded.  It  was  ascertained  that  ^ere 
was  quite  a  force  there— at  least  two  brigades. 
During  last  night  trains  were  heard  running  up, 
and  this  morning  (General  Heckman  again  ad- 
vanced down  the  same  road,  but  did  not  succeed 
in  penetrating  so  far.  He  met  the  rebels  in 
still  stronger  force,  but,  obtaining  a  good  posi- 
tion, sent  back  word  that  he  thought  he  could 
hold  it  The  rest  of  the  batteiry  was  sent  out, 
and  firing  ceased  soon  af^pr. 

The  wounds  of  the  men  hurt  the  day  before 
were  caused  by  rifle  balls ;  to-day  wounds 
caused  by  shells  were  plentiful.  General  Beau- 
regard was  in  command  of  the  rebel  forces,  said 
to  number  about  twenty  thousand,  with  which 
he  came  tm  from  Weldon.  Prisoners  belonging 
to  Soudi  wolina  and  Virginia  regiments,  and  to 
the  Washington  battery,  were  captured.  Mean- 
while, General  Brook,  commanding  First  divi- 
sion. Eighteenth  corps,  with  three  brigades, 
marched  down  the  road  leading  to  the  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  road.  He  soon  encountered 
tiie  enem;^  in  force  and  a  severe  fight  ensued, 
lasting  with  intervals  up  to  six  o'clodr  f.  m. 
These  movements  were  made  to  cover  a  third, 
which  had  for  its  object  the  cutting  of  the  IL.k 
P.  R.  R  For  this  purpose  the  brigade  of  the 
Tenth  corps,  under  Colonel  Burton,  pushed  rap- 
idly across  ihe  country,  and  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing tiie  railroad,  and  tearine  up  about  a  mile  of 
it  Colonel  Burton  then  f^  back.  At  sunset. 
Generals  Heckman  and  Brooks  were  holding  the 
tiieposition  to  which  they  had  advanced. 

The  position  taken  by  General  Butler  is  one  of 
great  natural  strength,  extending  from  the  Ap- 
pomattox, near  Port  Walthal,  on  the  left,  to  an 


opposing  point  on  the  James,  emtoeing  the 
whole  peninsula  formed  by  the  two  riven.  In 
front  of  ^tte  left  an  impassable  ravine  rons  down 
to  the  Appomattox,  crossed  onW  at  one  noint  by 
the  road  along  that  river.  In  u'ont  of  me  bight 
is  a  dense  forest  Beyond  the  whole  a  tfwamp 
sfretches  along  opposite  t^e  centre.  Tbe  por- 
tion is  an  excellent  one  for  defence,  and  the  in- 
trenching now  being  done  renders  it  a  dangeroni 
place  to  attack.  The  gunboats  on  the  Jamee 
and  Appomattox  protect  the  flanks. 

The  Ime  is  only  two  and  a  half  miles  in  leog^L 
Across  the  Appomattox  we  hold  City  Point,  by 
another  short  line  across  the  Point.  This  posi- 
tion is  also  protected  by  the  gunboats.  Gnftt 
confidence  is  felt  by  Greneral  Butler  and  his  gen- 
eral ofiBcers  as  to  tiieir  ability  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion against  any  force  which  can  be  brooght 
to  attack  it 

About  noon  to-day,  while  tiie  gunboat  Sho- 
shonee  was  fishing  for  torpedoes,  near  Deep 
Bottom,  a  battery  from  Richmond  appeared  on 
the  north  bank,  took  position  and  opened  npon 
the  boat  A  shot  passed  through  the  steam 
chest,  blowing  up  the  vesseL  Those  of  the 
officers  and  crew  who  took  to  the  north  shore 
were  taken  prisoners.  A  few  who  reached  ^e 
south  bank  were  afterward  picked  up  by  the 
army  ^nboat,  Charles  Chamberlain.  A  deserter  * 
from  Lee*s  army  was  captured,  who  stated  that 
Lee  had  given  Grant  a  very  hard  fight  Con- 
trabands report  Grant  whipped,  and  Ming 
back.  It  is  life  or  death  to  us  here  as  td  which 
way  the  scales  turn  in  reference  to  Grant's 
movement,  and  news  from  him  is  most  anxiously 
awaited. 

Some  distance  back  from  the  shore,  ^^^ 
opposite  headquarter's  boat,  and  near  a  brick 
house,  a  rebel  signal  flag  has  been  in  constant 
use.  This  afternoon.  Lieutenant  Bladenheizer, 
commanding  the  army  gunboat,  Brewster,  wift 
one  hundn^  and  twenty  men  from  the  Sixty- 
seventh  Ohio  regiment,  landed  and  succeededin 
capturing  the  party  with  aU  th^  flags,  tele* 
scopes,  &c.  Lieutenant  Bladenheizer  was  yes- 
terday promoted  to  a  Captaincy  for  gallant  cob* 
duct  «_ 

Doc.  75. 
OPERATIONS  IN  WEST  YrBGINIA. 

BEFORT  OF  OOIjONEL  SEBOTHER. 

Rkbhoid,  AvgaaH  10,  ISft- 

Gbneral  :  In  accordance  with  your  reque^ 
I  have  the  honot-  to  submit  the  foUowing  «t&t^^ 
ment  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  Army  of 
West  Virginia,  while  under  your  command, 
during  the  summer  of  1864.  I  do  so  the  mor^ 
cheerfully  as  I  have  perceived  that  the  motivd 
and  resiuts  of  these  operations  have  been  lesi 
clearly  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  pi^ 
lie  than  any  other  of  the  miportant  campaign 
of  the  war. 

I  am  the  better  prepared  to  make  this  8lat» 
menti  as  I  served  throughout  the  oampaign  ai 
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joor  Chief  of  Stafi^  and,  in  that  capacity,  kept  an 
accarate  journal  of  moTements  and  events  as 
they  occurred,  and  of  the  orders,  motiTes,  and 
infonnation  on  which  they  were  based.  I  was 
abo,  firom  long  residence,  travel,  and  previous 
ffihtary  campaigns,  well  acquainted  with  the 
vhole  country  over  which  these  operations 
woe  conducted,  and  consequently  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  an  iutelligent  understanding  con- 
cerning the  propriety  or  the  movements  made, 
aod  the  practicability  of  those  suggested. 

1  will  commence  by  a  brief  explsmation  of  the 
militazy  position  in  the  Department  of  West 
Vvsinia  when  you  took  command. 

&Iy  in  the  spring  of  1864,  the  forces  hereto- 
km  scattered  over  this  extensive  department 
were  concentrated  at  different  points,  prepared 
to  co-operate  in  the  grand  combined  movement 
wliich  bad  been  arranged  against  the  national 
euemy.  Simultaneously  with  the  advance  of 
General  Grant  on  Richmond,  and  that  of  €kneral 
Sberman  on  Atlanta,  the  coK>perating  columns 
of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  commenced  their 
BovemeDts,  charged  witn  the  accomplishment 
of  the  most  arduous  and  important  secondary 
purposes  of  the  campaign.  Their  orders  were 
to  move  upon  the  enemy's  communications, 
destroy  railroads,  military  depots,  stores,  sup- 
plies, and  manufactofies,  crippling  his  resources 
in  every  way  practicable  ;  to  dii^^uct  his  atten- 
tion from  the  vital  centres  of  operation,  and  to 
force  him,  if  possible,  to  detach  troops  for  the 
defoiee  of  distant  points.  As  the  field  of  ope- 
rations embraced  in  these  orders  was  of  immense 
extent,  interrupted  by  chains  of  rugged  and 
lof^  mountains  covered  to  a  great  extent  with 
oipenetrable  forests,  traversed  by  deep  and 
rapid  rivers,  its  topography  and  even  its  gen- 
eral geography  but  little  understood  outside, 
the  (General  commanding  the  department  was 
alkwed  fall  discretion  in  arranging  the  plans 
for  their  accomplishment 

The  movement  commenced  under  the  orders 
of  Major-General  Sigel,  as  follows :  ^gadier- 
Gcoeiral  Crook  wiih  his  division  moved  from 
jLanawha,  striking  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
railroad  at  New  river,  and  destroying  it  for 
SDflie  distance.  He  deifeated  the  enemy's  forces 
that  opposed  him,u»pturing  many  prisoners  and 
valoeJi^  stores. 

ftifisdier-General  AvereU  at  the  same  time 
moved  southward  from  Beverly,  with  his  divi- 
sion, menacing  the  salt  works  near  Abingdon, 
and  oo-operating  with  Grook  in  the  destruction 
of  the  rulroad.  These  forces  then  fell  back  to 
Lewisbnrg  and  Meadow  Bluff  in  Ghreenbrier 
coonfy,  awaiting  farther  developments. 

At  the  same  time  (General  Sigel,  in  person, 
%aok  oonunEand  of  the  forces  collected  at  Mar- 
tiuborg,  about  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
men  of  all  arms,  and  advancing  southward,  was 
■et  at  New  Market,  on  the  Staunton  turnpike, 
tad  defeated  by  the  rebel  forces  under  Breck- 
inidge.  On  the  following  day.  May  sixteentii, 
ke  retired    to  a  poeiticm  behind  Cedar  creek, 


abont  fifteen  miles  south  of  Winchester.  On 
the  twenty-first  of  May  General  Sigel  was  re- 
lieved by  Maior-General  Hunter,  who  assumed 
compand  of  the  depar^ent  and  the  army  in  the 
field  at  Cedar  creek. 

General  Sigel  having  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  reserves  stationed  on  the  line 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  made  his 
headquarters  at  Martinsburg. 

It  was  determined  to  resume  the  movement 
on  Staunton  immediately,  and,  with  a  view  to 
further  operations  from  tiiat  point,  orders  were 
sent  to  Generals  Crook  and  AvereU,  then  sup* 
posed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Meadow  Bluff,  to 
loin  us  at  Staunton,  by  forced  marches,  moving 
lightly,  and  depending  on  the  country  for  sub* 
sistence  as  much  as  possible. 

The  column  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  having 
been  reinforced  to  the  extent  of  supplying  the 
losses  in  the  New  Market  campaign,  with  bag- 
gage and  transportation  reduced  to  the  mini- 
mum allowance,  cut  loose  from  its  communicar 
tions,  and  began  its  advance  up  the  valley  on 
the  twenty.sixth  of  May.  The  force  was  about 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  men  of  aU  arms, 
with  twenty-one  guns.  The  plan  of  action  pro- 
posed was,  to  fi^t  and  overthrow  any  enemy 
that  stood  in  the  way,  to  seize  upon  Staunton, 
unite  with  Crook  and  AvereU,  and  with  the 
combined  force  occupy  Charlottesville,  from 
whence  we  might  easily  operate  with  our  cav- 
alry against  the  James  River  canal,  and  bv 
crossing  the  river  cut  off  the  Southside  rail- 
road, thus  cutting  off  the  enemy  from  its  chief 
source  of  supplies.  The  more  extended  plan, 
of  moving  on  Lynchburg  bv  the  valley  route 
from  Staimton,  or  through  the  Piedmont  coun- 
ties of  Nelson  and  Amherst,  directly  from  Char- 
lottesville, was  discussed,  but  left  for  consider- 
ation after  the  first  part  of  the  prognunme  should 
be  accomplished. 

The  occupation  of  Harrisonburg,  the  flank 
movement -on  Port  Bepublic,  the  brilliant  and 
decisive  victory  at  Piedmont,  and  the  junction 
with  the  forces  under  Crook  and  AvereU,  at 
Staunton,  have  aU  been  described  in  a  former 
report 

The  result  of  the  battle  at  Piedmont  was  the 
virtual    annihilation   of  the    enemy's  miUtary 

Sower  in  West  Vurginia  and  the  vaUey  of  the 
henandoah.  AU  the  country  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  was  at  our  mercy.  As  this  country  was 
the  source  from  which  the  enemy  drew  its  prin- 
cipal supplies  of  meat,  grain,  forage,  salt,  lead, 
and  iron,  we  were  well  aware  that  its  possession 
was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  his  army, 
and  that  he  would  make  the  most  desperate  ef- 
forts tcTregain  it  He  could  not  hope  to  do  so 
without  detaching  a  considerable  force  from 
Lee's  army,  and  to  induc%General  Lee  thus  to 
weaken  his  array  was  one  of  our  principal  ob- 
jects in  the  movement  The  foUowing  letter 
found  on  the  body  of  General  WiUiam  E.  Jones, 
kiUed  at  Piedmont,  indicates  the  views  and  ex* 
pectations  of  the  enemy : 
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HiAOQUABms,  TixxBT  Dbehmt,  June  1, 1864. 

C^NERAL :  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by 
General  Means,  of  Shenandoah,  who  goes  to  meet 
you  at  my  request,  and  will  state  to  you  fuUy 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  valley.  I  am 
holding  out  every  inducement  I  can  to  Hunter 
to  follow  me  up  as  far  as  Mount  Crawford.  If 
he  does,  and  we  can  get  him  on  "  a  run,"  we  can 
ruin  him.  He  is  playing  devilish  cautious, 
however,  and  may  not  teke  the  bait 

Colonel  Jackson  telegraphed  me  last  night 
that  the  dnemy  in  Greenbrier  was  moving,  he 
believed  in  the  direction  of  Staunton.  If  so,  I 
can,  with  North  river  in  my  front,  hold  Hunter 
till  you  thrash  Crook  and  Averell,  and  then  we 
can  pay  our  respects  jointlv  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  D.  Imbodek, 
Brlgadler-G^neraL 

Brigadier-General  Wm.  E.  Jones, 

Gomnumdinc  and  en  route,  I^nchbaif ,  Ya. 

Another  paper  contained  an  appeal  from  the 
officer  in  command  at  Lynchburg,  setting  forth 
the  value  of  that  place  as  a  centre  of  communi- 
cations and  a  depot  of  supplies,  and  asking  for 
more  troops  to  defend  it  against  a  8u4den  raid 
of  the  Yankees.  This  paper  had  been  referred 
to  General  Jones  by  the  Richmond  authorities, 
indicating  thereby  that  the  defence  of  Lynch- 
burg devolved  upon  him. 

Another  suggestive  paper  was  a  telegram 
from  Jefferson  Davis  to  Jones,  urging  him  to 
guard  especially  against  raids  into  the  western 
portion  of  Nori^  (Molina,  intimating  that  they 
were  to  be  dreaded  for  political  as  well  as  mili- 
tary reasons. 

These  proofs  of  the  fears  and  weakness  of  the 
enemy,  together  with  the  encouraging  reports 
received  from  the  North  of  General  Grant's 
progress,  induced  us  to  hope  that  the  plan  of 
an  extensive  and  damaging  campaign,  discussed 
at  the  outset,  might  now  be  sucoessfuJly  carried 
out.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  move  on 
Lynchbure  by  way  of  Lexington  and  Buchanan, 
crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  at  the  Peaks  of  Otter. 
From  Lynchburg  we  could  operate  against  the 
Southside  and  Danville  railrcMuls  with  our  cav- 
alry, cutting  ofif  the  enemy's  only  means  of  sup- 
ply, liberating  the  Union  prisoners  confined  at 
Danville,  and  rendering  necessary  the  speedy 
evacuation  of  the  rebel  capital. 

If  General  Lee  was  forced  to  detach  a  consid- 
erable force  to  oppose  us,  and  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  these  designs,  an  equally  de8iral)le  and 
important  object  would  be  accomplished ;  the 
main  army  of  the  rebellion  would  be  weakened ; 
General  Grant  would  be  relieved  to  that  extent, 
while  we  had  always  safe  lines  of  retreat  open 
to  the  westward,  tiu|ough  the  passes  of  the 
mountains. 

In  addition  to  these  considerations,  the  coun- 
try, we  found,  afforded  abundant  supplies  for 
our  troops,  while  the  inhabitants  were  quiet 
and,  in  many  instances,  even  favorable'  to  us. 
We  had  also  assurances  that  in  Bouth-westem 


Virginia  and  North  Carolina  we  might  hope  for 
active  assistance  from  the  inhabitants.  Our 
progress,  too,  revealed  a  much  larger  amount  of 
provisions  and  manufactories  for  produdng 
material  of  war  than  we  had  expect^  and  the 
destruction  of  this  kind  of  property  was  im- 
mense. 

Having  sent  bade  a  convoy  of  prison^ 
negroes,  and  refugees,  with  an  empty  wagon 
train  and  a  strong  escort  of  men  whose  tenns 
of  service  had  nearly  expired,  the  Army  of  Wert 
Virginia  started  southward  from  Staunton  on 
the  10th  of  June,  moving  up  the  valley  bj  four 
parallel  roads.  On  the  llth  we  oocupied  Lex- 
ington, and  there  were  overtaken  by  a  supply 
train  sent  from  Martinsbnrg,  containing  com- 
missary stores,  clothing,  and  ammunition— this 
latter  being  most  essential,  as  our  supply  was 
riiort  Although  these  suppliee  were  most 
acceptable,this  1rain,two  hundred  additional  wag- 
ons, embarrassed  our  movements  considerably. 

While  it  was  important  that  we  should  have 
moved  from  Lexington  without  delay,  we  were 
detained,  awaiting  me  arrival  of  (General  DuiBe's 
column  of  caval^,  which  marched  on  the  road 
next  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  who  did  not  report 
until  the  thirteenth,  in  the  afternoon.  He  had 
crossed  the  bridge  at  Tye  river  Gt^,  struck  tiie 
Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg  railroad  near 
Amherst  Court-house,  destroyed  it  to  some 
extent,  making  considerable  captures  of  men, 
horses,  and  material.  He  was  oonfused  and  de- 
tained by  the  difficult  and  intricate  character  of 
the  country. 

Upon  examining  these  prisoners  I  was  in- 
formed that  Grant  had  received  a  severe  repulse ; 
that  Sheridan,  who  was  moving  to  ooQperate 
with  us  at  the  head  of  the  cavahy  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  had  been  repulsed  at  Louiaa 
Court-house  and  turned  back ;  that  Breckinridge 
had  reinforced  Vaughn  at  Rockfish  Gap  with 
four  or  five  thousand  men,  and  that  cweffa 
whole  corps  was  advancing  by  the  way  of  Char- 
lottesville. 

On  the  other  hand  we  had  news,  from  soorcea 
equally  entitied  to  credit,  that  Lynchburg  was 
undefended,  and  that  its  inhabitants  were  fleeing 
in  panic  from  Sheridan's  advance.  Gut  off  from 
all  reliable  sources  of  information,  the  country 
filled  with  exaggerated  and  oontradictoiy 
rumors,  it  was  determined  to  solve  the  problem 
by  a  bold  and  decisive  advance  on  Lychbuig. 

The  details  of  this  movement  throng  Buch- 
anan, Peaks  of  Otter,  and  Liberty,  the  action  at 
Quaker  Church,  and  the  handsome  r^ulse  d 
of  the  enemy's  attack  in  front  of  Lyndih 
have  already  been  described  in  your 
report.  In  the  last-named  action,  which 
place  about  the  middle  of  the  day  <m 
eighteenth  of  June,  we  took  sevwal  pi ' 
belonging  to  Ewell's  corps.  The  statement 
these  men  convinced  us  bevond  a  doubt 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  suffered  a 
rary  check  before  Pet^sburg;  that  8hm 
had  been  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  open 
nication  witii  as;  and  that  General  Lee 
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been  enabled  to  detach  a  large  force  of  yeteran 
tloops,  under  Lientenant-G^ueral  Early,  to  ope- 
nte  agaiBBt  ns ;  that  a  portion  of  this  force  was 
eogaged  m  the  battle  then  going  on,  and  the 
ranatning  divisions  were  coming  in  rapidly,  by 
nil,  from  Charlottesville. 

It  was  now  evident  that  the  Army  of  West 
Yirnnia  was  in  a  critical  position.  Two  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  miles  from  its  base,  with  ammuni- 
tion nearly  exhausted  and  commissariat  entirely 
80,  with  little  more  than  sixteen  thousand  effect- 
ive men,  it  was  now  actually  engaged  with  a 
kqgely  superior  force — a  force  which  in  the 
ooune  of  the  afternoon  would  be  swelled  to 
over  thirty  thousand  men.  The  greatest  appre- 
hension was  felt  lest  the  enemy  would  renew 
his  attack  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  as  our 
aaunnnition  was  so  nearly  spent  that  such  an 
attach  must*  have  proved  fatal.  He  had  been  so 
roughly  bandied,  however,  that  he  determined 
to  wait  nn  til  the  foUoi^ing  morning,  when,  with 
his  whole  force  rested  and  refreshed,  he  could 
&U  upon  ns  more  effectively. 

That  night  our  army,  with  its  trains  and  ma- 
terial, was  quietly  withdrawn,  retiring  bv  the 
Bedford  tompike, through  liberty  and  Buford's 
Gap  to  Salem,  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
nihoad.  This  retrogade  from  our  hazardous 
position  was  accomplished  without  loss  and 
with  but  li  tlJe  annoyance  from  the  enemy.  From 
Liberty  to  8alem,  our  route  lay  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad,  which  we  destroyed  as  we 
moved,  arriving  at  Salem  about  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-first  of  June.  After  a 
ahort  luilt,  we  took  the  road  across  the  moun- 
tains to  tiie  Greenbrier  White  S«lphur  Springs, 
fid  New  Castle  and  Sweet  Springs,  arriving  at 
the  White  Sulphur  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fourth. 

Iliis  move  into  the  mountains  was  necessary 
to  disembarrass  ourselves  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
aby,  which  had  overtaken  and  followed  us  from 
liberty,  banging  upon  our  rear  and  harassing 
oar  flanks ;  without  doing  us  much  actual  damage, 
however.  After  we  entered  the  mountains, 
fliey  disappeared  entirely,  and  we  found  our- 
■elTes  at  the  White  Sulphur  with  no  enemy  to 
eoDtoid  with,  except  the  natural  difiBculties  of 
the  comdry  and  the  scarcity  of  provisions. 

The  result  of  the  campaign,  thus  far,  had 
been  eminently  satisfiactory ;  and  evervthing 
fbai  had  been  ordered  or  expected  had  been 
tfaoroughlj  accomplished,  with  but  compara- 
threiy  httle  loss. 

About  fifty  miles  of  the  Virginia  Central  rail- 
load  had  been  effectuallv  destroyed;  the  Virginia 
tod  Tennessee  road  had  been  destroyed  to  some 
extent  for  the  same  distance;  an  incredible 
■MMint  of  public  property  had  been  burned, 
laduding  caiml-boats  and  railroad  trains  loaded 
%itfa  or£iance  and  commissary  stores,  numerous 
ntamve  iron-works,  manufiekctories  of  saltpetre, 
■n^t-stocks,  shoes,  saddles,  and  artulery- 
Isrness,  w<K>Ilen  cloths  and  grain  miUs ;  about 
ftree  ^ousand  muskets  and  twenty  pieces  of 
«Hinon,  wi^   quantilies  of  shells   and   gun- 


powder, fell  into  our  hands,  "^hile  immense 
quantities  of  provisions,  cattle  and  horses  were 
captured  and  used  by  the  army.  We  had  beat- 
en the  enemy  in  every  engagement,  killing  and 
wounding  about  two  thousand  of  his  men,  in- 
cluding officers  of  high  rank,  and  capturing 
over  two  thousand  prisoners.  We  had,  by  a 
movement  of  unparalleled  audacity,  menaced  the 
vitals  of  the  rebellion  and  forced  ^e  leaders  at 
Richmond  to  detach  a  formidable  corps  for  their 
defence  and  security. 

The  vast  impor^nce  of  this  diversion,  as 
proved  by  subsequent  events,  will  be  satisfac- 
torily established  presently. 

These  great  results  had  been  accomplished 
with  but  little  loss  of  men  or  material  on  our 
part  About  fifteen  hundred  men  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  and  eight  guns  disabled 
by  a  stealthy  attack,  while  they  were  on  the 
march,  and  inadvertently  left  unguarded. 

Considering  its  orders  successfully  carried 
out,' the  question  now  was  to  return  the  Army  of 
West  Virginia  to  its  base  by  the  speediest 
route  and  in  the  best  condition  for  further  ac- 
tive operations.  At  the  council  held  at  the 
White  Sulphur  on  the  morning  of  June  twenty- 
fifth  three  routes  were  proposed:  one  by  the 
Warm  Springs  valley,  by  a  road  running  paralr 
lei  with  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  It  was 
foreseen  that  Early  would,  in  aH  probability, 
make  a  counter  raid  against  the  Baltimofe  and 
Ohio  railroad,  overthrow  General  SigePs  force 
and  do  much  mischief.  It  was  urged  that  by 
marching  down  the  parallel  vaDey,  via  Warm 
Springs,  Franklin  aiM  Moorfield,  we  might  ar- 
rive in  time  to  form  a  junction  with  Sigel,  and 
prevent  the  anticipated  raid.  By  way  of  objec- 
tion to  this  route,  it  was  argued  that  the  dis- 
tance to  be  marched  was  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  by  bad  roads,  and  through  a  region 
sparsely  populated  and  much  wasted  by  war ; 
the  enemy  having  the  advantage  of  shorter 
lines,  better  roads,  and  a  considerable  use  of 
railroads,  could  throw  his  force  ahead  of  us, 
block  up  our  route  by*  felled  timber,  attack  us 
in  flank  through  the  gaps  in  the  mountains,  and 
thus  drive  us  stiO  deeper  into  the  rugged  and 
inhospitable  regions  of  the  AJleghanies.  The 
army,  already  fatigued  with  long  marches  and 
suffering  from  irregular  and  limited  supplies, 
must  necessarily  become  more  disorganized  at 
every  move,  while  the  deficiency  of  ammuni- 
tion made  it  essential  that  we  should  avoid 
every  possibility  of  a  serious  collision  with  the 
enemy.  These  arguments  Were  accepted  as 
conclusive  aeainst  the  proposed  route.  The 
acknowledged  impossibility  of  obtaining  sup- 
plies  and  me  long  march  were  equally  conclu- 
sive against  the  Beverley  route.  The  route  by 
Elanawha  offered  an  open  and  safe  road ;  a  mil- 
lion of  rations  within  three  days'  march;  a 
shorter  march  to  Charleston,  from  whence,  by 
steamboats  and  railways,  the  troops  could  be 
transported  to  any  point  on  our  line  where 
they  might  be  needed.  It  was  shown  that 
these  advantages,  the  time  required  to  reach 
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tiie  desired  point  would  be  less,  and  that  the 
troops  would  arrive  well  fed  and  rested,  instead 
of  being  worn  out  and  exhausted,  as  thej  mmt 
be  at  the  end  of  a  long  m|urch  through  an  im- 
poverished conntry. 

The  Klanawha  route  was  adopted,  and  troops 
moved,  arriving  at  Charleston  from  the  thirtieth 
of  June  to  the  fourth  of  July.  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  fourth  the  Commandmg  (General  and  sta£f 
arrived  at  Parkersbure,  on  tne  Ohio  river,  and 
there  were  met  with  me  information  that  Early 
bad  driven  Sigel  out  of  Martinsburg,  and  occu- 
pied the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road in  strong  force.  This  intelligence  was 
forwarded  with  an  urgent  request  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  hurry  the  troops  forward. 

All  the  necessary  steps  had  been  abeady 
taken  to  expedite  their  movement  from  Charles- 
ton, and  whatever  failure  there  may  have  been 
on  the  score  of  promptness  was  owing  to  the 
low  stage  of  water  in  the  river.  The  continu- 
ance of  this  unprecedented  drought  produced 
results  against  which  human  foresight  could 
not  have  provided,  and  to  overcome  which 
human  exertion  was  powerless.  The  lightest 
draught  boats  used  on  the  river  and  calculated 
to  run  at  all  seasons  continually  grounded,  and 
the  troops  were  obliged  to  land  and  march 
round  the  bars.  This  unfortunate  circumstance 
BO  impeded  the  movements  that,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, Tour  or  five  days  were  lost  All  the  re- 
sources of  the  railroad  were  used  to  forvrard 
the  troops  arriving  by  the  boats,  and  trains 
were  running  day  and  night.  On  the  evening 
of  July  fourteen  &•  Genend  and  staff  arrived  at 
Harper's  Ferry. 

Early  meanwhile  had  crossed  into  Maryland, 
fought  the  battle  of  Monocacy,  and  while  mena- 
cing Baltimore  and  Washington  with  Ms  light 
cavalry;  had  retired  into  Virginia  by  way  of 
Conrad's  and  Edwards'  ferries.  Our  advanced 
infantry,  a  weak  division  under  BuUivan,  and 
some  cavahry  under  Duffie,  had  already  been 
sent  to  harass  the  enemy's  flank,  as  he  moved 
across  Loudon  county.  Generals  Crook  and 
AvereU,  with  a  portion  of  their  commands,  were 
in  Martinsburg.  General  Wright  with  tiie 
Sixth  corps,  and  General  Emory  with  the  Nine- 
teentb  corps,  were  understood  to  be  following 
the  enemy,  and  moving  in  the  direction  of 
Leesburg. 

On  the  fifteenth,  by  telegram  from  M^or- 
General  Halleck*  the  troops  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia army  were  place  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Wright,  then  at  Poolesville.  By 
this  order  General  Hunter,  although  still  in 
command  of  the  department,  was  left  without 
troops.  Under  this  impression  he  wrote  to 
President  Lincoln,  asking,  respectfully  but  per- 
emptorily, to  be  relieved  of  command.  The 
President  replied,  explaining  that  the  order 
transferring  die  West  Virginia  troops  to  the 
command  of  Major-General  Wright  waa  only 
intended  to  be  temporary  in  its  effect,  and 
to  apply  while  those  troops  were  necessarily, 
Bervmg  outside  the  department  commanded  by 


General  Hunter.  He  conoloded  bv  t  jmy 
pressing  and  flatteriiut  reqnebt  that  be  ^oW 
retain  hi»  position.  'This  request  was  aocepted 
by  General  Hunter  as  a  command. 

Instead  of  retiring  by  way  of  Gordootvilk 
as  was  expected,  Ekrly  moved  westward,  tod 
crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  at  Snicker's  Gap,  took 
position  on  the  turnpike  road  leading  inn 
Snicker's  ferry  to  Winchester,  his  main  bodv 
lying  around  Berryville.  General  Wright  f(i 
lowea  him  as  fieir  as  the  gap.  On  the  eignteentli 
General  Crook,  then  commanding  the  Weit 
Virginia  troops,  pushed  across  the  ^eoaDdoali, 
and  after  a  sharp  action  witib  the  rebel  Qo^ 
don's  division,  was  driv^i  back  with  a  kss  of 
four  hundred  men — ^the  enemy  losing  six  bra- 
dred.  While  the  sound  of  cannon  indicated  a 
engagement  in  the  vicinity  of  Snicker's  fenr, 
Colonel  Hays  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigadi 
from  Halltown  by  a  road  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Shensmdoah  and  strike  the  enemy  on  flank. 

AvereU  was  ordered  to  move  from  Martins* 
burg  upon  Winchester,  On  the  twentietk 
Colonel  Hays  reported  that  his  advance  had 
been  disputed  by  a  strong  body  of  the  eoemj, 
and  ^t,  after  a  proloi^ed  skinnish,  he  had 
fallen  back  to  Keys'  ferry,  being  short  of  am- 
munition. 

General  AvereU  with  his  cavalry,  and  Do- 
vaU's  in&ntry,  in  all  tw^aty-three  hundred 
strong,  attacked  and  routed  a  greatly  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  near  Winchester,  putting 
five  hundred  men  hars  de  oombal  and  capturing 
four  guns.  About  this  time  Early  retired  from 
BerryviUe  toward  Front  Royal  and  Strasborg, 
and  Genial  Wright,  witii  the  ^th  acd  Nine- 
teenth corps,  returned  to  Washington.  In  tho 
miUtary  movements  since  his  arrival  at  Harper^i 
Ferry,  (General  Hunter  had  no  control  or 
responsibility,  except  in  orderii^  the  minor  co- 
operative moves  under  Hays  and  AverdL 

Our  information  in  regsurd  to  Early  was,  ti«t 
he  was  sti^ne  and  confident^  apparency  readj 
for  battle  when  we  might  seek  it,  but  cooQj 
awaiting  his  opportunity.  His  position  in  tb» 
vaUey  of  the  ^enando«h  was  maintained  f<ff 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  harvest  in  tbi 
fertik  region  whi<di  he  covered,  and  for  tbi 
stiU  more  important  object  of  preventiBf 
another  advance  on  Lynchburg.  His  presence 
was  also  a  continual  menace  to  Maryland,  Fena- 
sylyania,  and  the  federal  cajpital,  and  was  thu 
calculated  to  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Im 
at  Richmond.  That  the  enemy  would  fail  ^ 
use  bis  advantageous  position  to  the  ntmofi 
could  hardly  be  supposed;  the  withdiuww 
of  General  Wright's  forces  without  a  decinvc 
action  was  therefore  regretted  as  premature. 

General  Crook  reported  that  the  enemy^s  r» 
treat  from  Berryvilto  was  apparently  in  cob 
plianoe  with  orders  from  rebel  headquarf  ~ 
and  evidently  not  from  weakness  or  the  de 
to  avoid  bat&e.  A  rumor  of  the  faU  of  AtiasJ 
seemed  to  give  color  to  the  former  idea, 
the  twenty-third  of  July  a  telegram  from 
Flresident  was  received,g|wking  i£» ""  since 
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depirtare  of  GeDeral  Wright,  Q^nersl  Hunter 
bd  force  enough  to  hold  the  enemy,  should  he 
ntara  upon  us?  It  was  answered  that  if  the 
Ibemy  should  return  in  full  force,  we  had  not 
koope  enough  to  hold  him :  but  our  best  in- 
fonuktion  iMicated  that  he  was  falling  back 
under  orders;  and  that  Averell's  cavalry  had 
reoonnoitred  as  far  south  as  Strasburg  without 
disoov^ng  any  force. 

A  telegram  from  General  Halleck  indicated 
Oenerd  Grant's  views  in  regard  to  the  valley. 
He  desired  that  the  line  of  the  Potomac  should 
be  held  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  Wash- 
bgum,  in  case  of  necessity.  The  line  of  the  Ma^ 
oattu  Qap  railroad  and  Cedar  creek  was  sug- 
gested; it  was  considered  more  judicious  to 
eitabM  a  line  near  the  base  of  supplies,  and 
tint  of  Aldie,  Snicker's  Grap,  Berr3rville,  and 
Windiester  was  decided  upon.  It  was  the  de- 
eded opinion  of  ofiBoers  who  had  had  experience 
in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  were  well 
icqpainted  with  its  topography,  that  there  was 
lolme  of  defence  which  could  be  advantageously 
BaiotaiDed  against  an  army  marching  from  the 
Boith,  and  ti^t  the  idea  of  holding  it  by  for- 
tified posts  was  equally  futile ;  they  were  liable 
to  be  penetrated  and  evaded  with  but  little  risk, 
even  by  an  inferior  enemy,  and  liable  to  be  cut 
4  iiokted,  and  entrapped  by  a  superior  force. 
Hiedifficatty  of  maintaining  oonununication  was 
almost  insurmountable.  It  was  ur^ed  that  the 
only  mode  of  holding  the  line  of  me  Potomac 
tad  tbe  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  securely,  was 
to  confront  the  enemy  with  a  predominating 
force,  and  drive  him  out  or  destroy  him. 

hi  obedience  to  orders,  General  Orook  (now 
Major-Oeneral  by  brevet),  took  command  of  the 
forces  in  the  field,  and  occupied  Winchester 
vitfa  fourteen  thousand  meiL  On  Sunday,  twenty- 
hmi^  General  Early  suddenly  returned  in 
heavy  force,  and  falling  U|^n  Crook,  near  Kerns- 
town,  defeated  him,  putting  about  a  thousand 
usahan  de  oonUxO.  General  Crook  fell  back 
Mind  the  Potomac,  saving  all  his  guns  and 
BueriaL 

On  the  twenty-seven&  his  command  moved 
4own  on  the  Mstfyland  side  of  the  Potomac,  and 
tookposition  in  Pleasant  Valley,  nearly  oppo- 
«te  Harper's  Ferry ;  Averell  reported  the  ene- 
■y  crossing  the  Potomac  at  WiUiamsport, 
Mrojing  me  railroad  and  canal,  and  menacing 
both  CmnberlaDd  and  Chambersburg ;  Genertd 
Wright  at  Monocacy,  with  the  Sixth  corps,  and 
General  Emory  coming  up  with  the  nine- 
toeoth. 

On  tiie  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth  the 
*h<^  force  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's 
f  eoy,  and  took  position  in  Halltown  and  vicin- 
ity. Tbe  combined  force  amounted  to  about 
ftirty  thousand  men,  and  eighty  or  ninety 
K^n&  It  was  reported  that  tne  enemy  was 
ooaaing  with  all  arms  at  Williamsport,  and 
dnnog  Averell  bock  on  Chambersburg.  This 
y«  believed  to  be  only  a  cavalry  force,  and 
"dy  was  supposed  to  be  lying  along  the  turn- 
pike, between  Martinabuig  and  Winchester; 


1^8  main  force  at  Bunker  HilL  It  was  proposed 
to  attack  him  between  Martiusburg  and 
Bunker  Hill,  thus  cuting  his  army  in  two. 

On  Saturday,  July  thirty,  it  was  intensely 
hot ;  the  trains  of'  the  Sixth  corps  still  passing 
through  toward  Halltown.  About  mid-day  we 
received  news  from  Washington  that  the  enemy 
had  entered  Chambersburg,  and  that  the  re- 
maining divisions  of  the  Nineteenth  corps  were 
en  route  to  reinforce  ns.  Immediately  after- 
ward orders  were  issued  directing  the  whole 
force  to  fall  back  to  Middletown  vdley,  in  Ma- 
ryland ;  these  orders,  I  understood,  came  from 
Washington.  A  retrograde  movement  was  im- 
mediatenr  commenced,  and  by  the  following  dav 
the  whole  army  was  in  Maryland,  with  head- 
quarters in  Frederick, City,  leavix^,  however,  a 
strong  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry,  under  the 
command  of  General  Howe.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  understand  the  motive  of  this  move- 
ment, and  have  always  considered  it  a  most 
unfortunate  one.  The  position  of  our  troops  at 
Halltown  and  Bolivar  Heights  was  unassail- 
able by  such  a  force  as  Early  commanded.  It 
was  most  convenient  for  active  operations 
against  the  enemy  in  any  direction,  and  was  be- 
lieved to  interpose  an  efifectual  check  on  any 
movement  of  his  main  body  toward  the  invasion 
of  Maryland  or  toward  Washington  by  way  of 
Snicker's  fury,  as  was  apprehended  in  some 
quarters.  An  attempt  on  nis  part  to  move  in 
either  direction  would  have  exposed  his  flank 
and  rear  to  advantageous  attack  by  our  superior 
force,  and  have  left  ids  communications  entirely 
at  our  mercy.  Our  retrograde  movement  left 
the  whole  country  open  to  him. 

August  first  we  received  information  that 
McCausland  had  entered  Chambersburg  at  the 
head  of  two  thousand  cavalry,  and  after  burn- 
ing and  sacking  the  town,  moved  westward, 
foOowed  by  Averell,  with  an  inferior  force.  Duf- 
fie  was  ordered  to  unite  with  Averell  in  the 
pursuit. 

August  second  information  was  received  by 
telegraph  from  Washington  that  a  heavy  colunm 
of  me  enemy  was  moving  on  that  city,  pia 
Rockville.  Marching  orders  were  promptly  is- 
sued, and  subsequently  countermanaed,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  alarm  had  originated 
from  ^e  appearance  of  a  squad  of  United  States 
cavalry  scouting  near  Rockville.  Headquarters 
were  moved  to  the  Thomas  farm,  on  the  east 
aide  of  the  Monocacy.  News  received  that 
General  Kelly  had  handsomely  repulsed  Mo 
Cansland's  attacdc  on  Cumberland  ;  Early's  main 
body  still  lying  between  Martinsburg  and  Win- 
chester ;  small  foraging  parties  of  rebels  cross- 
ing occasionally  at  Antietam  ford,  Shepherds- 
town,  and  WiUiamsport 

August  fourth  Gkneral  Howe  telegraphs  that 
the  enemy  are  menacing  Harper's  Ferry  ;  Gen- 
eral Emory,  with  the  Nineteenth  corps,  ten 
thousand  strong,  was  sent  there  during  the 
night. 

August  fifth,  in  the  afternoon.  General  Grant 
in  person  visited  headquarters,  and  had  a  con* 
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ference  with  General  Htinter.  It  was  imder- 
stood  that  General  Phil.  Sheridan  was  to  be 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  de- 
partoients  of  Washington,  Susquehanna  and 
West  Virginia,  and  an  official  order  to  that  ef- 
fect was  promulgated  a  few  days  after.  The 
troops  were  immediatelj  returned  to  their  posi- 
tions at  Bolivar  Heights  and  Halltown. 

On  the  last  day  of  August  General  Hunter,  at  his 
own  oft-repeated  request,  was  officially  relieved 
of  command  in  West  Virginia.  At  the  same 
time,  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  exposure,  I  re- 
signed my  commission  in  the  volunteer  service, 
and  about  the  first  of  September  received  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  department  com- 
mander. 

I  have  thus  given  a  brief  sketch  of  military 
movements  and  events  participated  in  by  the 
Army  of  West  Virginia  while  under  your  com- 
mand, from  the  twenty-first  day  of  May,  1864,  to 
the  ninth  of  August  I  have  always  considered 
the  movement  on  Lynchburg  as  one  of  the  bold- 
est and  best-conducted  campaigns  of  the  war ; 
that  the  motives  which  dictated  it  fully  justified 
the  hazard  incurred,  and  that  the  results  ob- 
tained by  very  inadequate  forces  have  been 
fully  acknowledged  by  those  who  best  under- 
stood their  real  valiie.  Lieutenant^neral  Grant 
handsomely  acknowledges  that  '^all  bad  been 
accomplished  that  was  possible  imder  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  more  tiian  could  have  been 
hoped  for."  Jefferson  Davis,  in  his  speech  to 
the  people  of  Georgia,  after  Uie  fall  of  Atlanta, 
informed  them  that  ^  an  audacious  movement  of 
tiie  enemy  up  to  the  very  walls  of  Lynchburg 
had  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  government 
should  send  a  formidaole  body  of  troops  to 
cover  that  vital  point,  which  had  otherwise 
been  intended  for  the^  relief  of  Atlanta."  The 
vital  importance  of  Lynchburg  as  a  reserve  de- 
pot and  proposed  place  of  retreat,  in  case  of  the 
abandonment  of  Kichmond,  was  fully  appre- 
ciated by  the  rebel  authorities ;  by  the  United 
States  it  was  either  not  fully  understood,  or 
the  approach  deemed  too  hazardous.  When  the 
enemy  saw,  therefore,  their  feital  weakness  was 
discovered,  and  the  approaches  already  recon- 
noitred, he  was  obliged  to  despatch  a  force  to 
protect  it  at  all  hazards ;  nearly  one  third  of  the 
flower  of  Lee*s  army,  under  Early,  was  detached 
for  this  purpose.  Thus  the  great  result  was 
accomplished.  Atlanta,  unrelieved,  fell  before 
the  conquering  arms  of  Sherman.  Lee's  army, 
thus  enfeebled,  remained  imprisoned  in  Rich- 
mond, and  was  never  afterward  able  to  hazard 
an  active  demonstration.  Early's  presence  in 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  convinced  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  the  only  effectual 
policy  to  be  pursued  in  that  quarter.  He  was 
confronted  by  a  superior  army,  attacked  and  an- 
nihilated. The  subsequent  movements  of  Gren- 
erals  Grant  and  Sherman  brought  the  war  to  a 
full  and  fortunate  conclusion.  While  rejoicing 
in  the  honors  accorded  to  those  ereat  soldiers, 
whose  fortune  it  has  been  to  gather  in  the  glo- 
rious harvest,  I  still  feel  it  my  duly  to  claim  a 


modest  wreath  for  that  gallant  Anny  of  West 
Virginia,  which  through  bo  mudi  toil,  danger 
and  suffering,  assisted  in  preparing  the  find 
for  the  reapers. 

I  am.  General,  with  high  respect,  your  obe> 
dient  servant,  David  H.  Stbc^eei, 

Late  Coumel  of  VolnDteer  Qtvalry  and  Chlerorstdl 

Major-Genera]  David  Hunter. 

Official  copy :        E.  D.  Towhbekd, 

Afl6i8CAQt-A<Uatant  Q«Dcnl. 

Adjutant^General's  Office,  Nov.  18, 1865. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJ0EUSE2nSRALB.F.  BOTUR. 
HUDQUARBBB  ItolXniBrr  OF  VBarOA  ASD  X.  Gabouu,  1 

AiiifTorTBBjAiaiijCmBfteD,  Jai»ai78,lM&  ) 

Gbnebal  :  On  the  seventh  of  December  hA 
in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  moved  a  force  d 
sixty-five  hundred  efficient  men,  consisting  of 
General  Ames'  division  of  the  Twenty-fonrA 
corps  and  General  Pftine's  division  of  the  Twra- 
tv-fifth  corps,  under  command  of  Major-GenenI 
Weitzel,  to  an  encampment  near  Bermuda. 

On  the  eighth  the  troops  embaiked  for 
Fortress  Monroe. 

On  tiie  ninth,  Friday,  I  reported  to  R«r- 
Admiral  Porter  that  the  army  portion  of  the 
conjoint  expedition  directed  against  Wihning- 
t<m  was  ready  to  proceed. 

We  waited  there  Saturday  the  tentii,  Sunday 
the  deventh,  and  Monday  the  twelfth. 

On  the  twelfth  Rear-Admiral  Porter  infofmed 
me  that  the  naval  fleet  would  sail  on  the  &ir- 
teenth,  but  would  be  obliged  to  put  into  Beta* 
fort  to  take  on  board  ammunitioQ  for  the  idod* 
itors.* 

The  expedition  having  become  the  subject  of 
remark,  fearing  lest  its  destination  shoiud  gei 
to  the  enemy,  in  order  to  divert  frcnn  it  all  at" 
tention,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  ^ta^ 
teenth,  at  Uiree  o'dock,  I  ordered  the  transport 
fleet  to  proceed  up  the  Potomac  during  the  day 
to  Matthias  Point,  so  as  to  be  plainly  visible  to 
the  scouts  and  signal  men  of  the  enemy  on  thf 
northern  neck,  and  to  retrace  their  course  at 
night  and  anchor  under  the  lee  of  Cape  Oiari«s. 

Having  given  the  navy  thirty-six  hours' stir^ 
at  twelve  o'clock  noon  of  the  fourteenth,  Wed- 
nesday, I  joined  tbe  transport  fleet  off  (^ 
Henry,  and  put  to  sea,  arriving  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous  df  New  Inlet,  near  Fort  Fisher,  oa 
the  evening  of  the  fifteenth,  Thursday. 

We  there  waited  for  the  navy  Friday  the  six- 
teenth, Saturday  the  seventeetb,  and  Sundajthe 
eighteenth,  during  which  days  we  had  the  fines* 
possible  weather  and  the  smoothest  sea. 

On  tiie  evening  of  the  eighteenth  Admiral 
Porter  came  from  Beaufort  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. That  evening  the  sea  became  rongb, 
and  on  Monday,  the  nineteenth,  the  wind  Bpr^ 
up  freshly,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  1m» 

•  See  Genaral  Tmf*u  Beport,ineB4ai^  atk. 
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tnopB ;  and  by  the  advice  of  Admiral  Porter, 
eommnnicated  to  me  by  letter,  I  directed  the 
tnosport  fleet  to  rendezvous  at  Beaufort  This 
wu  a  matter  of  neceasity,  because  the  trans- 

Srt  fleet,  being  coaled  and  watered  for  ten 
78,  had  alres^y  waited  that  time,  to  wit : 
from  flie  ninth,  the  day  on  which  we  were  ready 
to  iail,  to  the  nineteenth. 

On  the  twentieth,  Tuesday ;  twenty-first, Wed- 
neidajr ;  twen^-second,  Thursday ;  and  twenty- 
fliird,  Friday,  it  blew  a  gale.  I  was  occupied 
io  coalii^  and  watering  the  transtport  fleet  at 
Beaofort 

Hie  Baltic,  having  a  large  supply  of  coal,  was 
eiabkd  to  remain  at  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
with  a  brigade  on  board  of  twelve  hundred 
men,  and  General  Ames  reported  to  Admiral 
Porta  that  he  would  co-operate  with  him. 

On&e  twenty-third  J  sent  Captain  Clark,  of  my 
sy^  from  Beaufort  on  the  fast-sailing  armed 
Btenner  Qiamberlain,  to  Admiral  Porter  to  in- 
form him  that  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
fimth  I  would  again  be  at  the  rendezvous  with 
flie  transport  fleet,  for  the  purpose  of  commenc- 
a§  flie  attack,  the  weather  permitting. 

At  four  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  I  came  in  sight  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  found 
the  naval  fleet  engaged  in  bombarding  it,  the 
powder-vessel  having  been  exploded  on  the 
iwrning  previous,  about  one  o'clock. 

Through  General  Weitzel  I  arranged  with 
Admiral  Porter  to  commence  the  landing  under 
eoTer  of  the  gunboats  as  early  as  eight  o'clock 
tiie  next  morning,  if  possible,  as  soon  as  the  fire 
of  the  Half-Moon  and  Flag-pond  Hill  batteries 
had  been  silenced.  These  are  up  the  shore  some 
tfo  or  three  mOes'  above  Fort  Fisher. 

Admiral  Porter  was  quite  sanguine  that  he 
bd  sikaced  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher.  He  was 
feeo  urged,  if  that  were  so,  to  run  by  the  fort 
kto  Cape  Pear  river,  uid  then  the  troops  could 
hod  and  hold  the  beach  without  liability  of 
heiog  shelled  by  the  enemy's  gunboats  (the 
lUbhassee  being  seen  in  the  river). 

his  to  be  remarked  that  Admiral  Farragut, 
even,  had  never  taken  a  fort  except  by  running 
}7  and  cutting  it  oflf  from  all  prospects  of  re- 
inforcements, as  at  Fort  Jackson  and  Fort  Mor- 
gm,  and  that  no  casemated  fort  had  been 
•flenced  by  naval  fire  during  the  war.  That  if 
the  Admiral  would  put  his  ships  in  the  river  the 
anaj  could  supply  him  across  the  beach,  as  we 
lad  proposed  to  do  Farragut  at  Fort  St.  Philip. 
That  at  least  the  blockade  at  Wihnington  would 
be  atma  effectual,  even  if  we  did.  not  capture  the 
fort  To  that  the  Admiral  replied  that  he  should 
probaUr  lose  a  boat  by  torpedoes  if  he  at* 
tem>tea  to  run  by. 

He  was  reminded  that  the  army  might  lose 
five  hundred  men  by  the  assault,  and  that  his 
boat  irould  not  weigh  in  the  balance,  even  in  a 
■oo«y  point  of  view,  for  a  moment,  with  the 
lives  of  ^e  men.  The  Admiral  declined  going 
W,  and  the  expedition  was  deprived  of  that 
«»ential  element  of  success. 

At  twdve  o'dock  noon  of  the  twenty-fifth, 


Sunday,  Captain  Glisson,  commanding  the  cover- 
ing divisions  of  the  fleet,  reported  the  batteries 
silenced  and  his  vessels  in  position  to  cover 
our  landing. 

The  transport  fleet,  following  my  flag-ship, 
stood  in  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  beach, 
and  at  once  commenced  debapking.  The  land- 
ing was  successfully  efifected.  Finding  that  the 
reconnoitring  party  just  landed  could  hold  the 
shore,  I  determined  to  land  a  force  with  whidi 
an  asssgalt  might  be  attempted. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  who  deserves 
well  for  his  gallantry,  immediately  pushed  up 
his  brigade  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  Fort 
Fisher,  capturing  the  Half-Moon  battery  and 
its  men,  who  were  ti^en  off  by  the  boats  of  the 
navy. 

This  skirmish  line  advanced  to  within  seven- 
ty-five yards  of  the  fort,  protected  by  the  glacis 
which  had  been  thrown  up  in  such  form  as  to 
give  cover,  the  garrison  being  completely  kept 
in  their  bomb-proofs  by  the  fire  of  the  navy, 
which  was  very  rapid  and  continuous,  their 
shells  bursting  over  the  work  with  very  con- 
siderable accuracy.  At  this  time  we  lost  ten 
men  wounded  on  the  skicmish  line  by  the  shells 
from  the  fleet.  * 

Quitting  my  flag-ship  I  went  on  board  the 
Chamberlain  and  ran  in  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  so  that  it  was  plainly  visi- 
ble. 

It  appeared  to  be  a  square  bastioned  work  of 
very  high  relief,  say  fifteen  feet,  surrounded  by 
a  wet  ditch  some  fifteen  feet  wide.  I  was  pro- 
tected from  being  enveloped  by  an  assaulting 
force  by  a  stockade  which  extended  from  the 
fort  to  the  sea  on  the  one  side,  and  from  the 
marshes  of  Cape  Fear  river  to  the  salient  on  the 
other. 

No  material  damage  to  the  fort,  as  a  defen- 
sive work,  had  been  done. 

Seventeen  heavy  guns  bore  up  the  beach,  pro- 
tected from  the  fire  of  the  navy  by  traverses 
eight  or  ten  feet  high,  which  were  undoubtedly 
bomb-proof  shelters  for  the  garrison. 

With  the  garrision  kept  within  their  bomb- 

E roofs  it  was  easy  to  maintain  this  position ; 
ut  the  shells  of  the  navy,  which  kept  the  ene- 
my in  their  bomb-proofs,  would  keep  my  troops 
out.  When  those  ceased  falling  the  parapet 
was  fully  manned. 

Lieutenant  Walling,  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-second  New  York,  pressed  up  to  the  edge 
of  the  ditch,  and  captured  a  flag  which  had  been 
cut  down  by  a  shell  from  the  navy.  It  is  a 
mists^e,  as  was  at  first  reported  to  me,  that  any 
soldier  entered  the  fort.  An  orderly  was  killed 
about  a  third  of  a  mile  from  the  fort  and  his 
horse  taken. 

In  the  meantime  the  remainder  of  Ames'  di- 
vision had  captured  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
men  and  ten  commissioned  oflBcers  of  the  North 
Carolina  reserves  and  other  prisoners.  From 
them  I  learned  that  Kirkland's  and  Hagood's 
brigade  of  Hoke's  division  had  left  the  front  of 
die  Army  of  the  James,  near  Richmond,  and 
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were  then  within  two  miles  of  tiie  rear  of  my 
forces,  and  their  skirmishers  were  then  actually 
engaged,  and  that  the  remainder  of  Hoke's  di- 
vision had  come  the  night  before  to  Wil- 
mington, and  were  then  on  the  march,  if  they 
had  not  already  arrived. 

I  learned,  alao,  that  these  troops  had  left 
Richmond  on  Tuesday,  the  twentieth. 

Knowing  the  strength  of  Hoke's  division,  I 
fotmd  a  forcA  opposed  to  me,  outside  of  the 
works,  larger  than  my  own. 

In  the  meantime  the  weather  assumed  a 
threatening  aspect.  The  surf  began  to  roll  in 
so  that  tke  landing  became  difficult.  At  this 
time  General  Weitzel  reported  to  me  that  to  as- 
sault the  work,  in  his  judgment,  and  in  that  of 
the  experienced  officers  of  his  command,  who 
had  been  on  the  skirmish  line,  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  was  impossible. 

This  opinion  coiuciaed  with  my  own,  and 
much  as  I  regretted  the  necessity  of  abandoning 
the  attempt,  yet  the  path  of  duty  was  plain. 
Not  so  strong  a  work  as  Fort  Fisher  had  been 
taken  by  assault  during  the  war,  and  I  had  to 
guide  me  the  experience  of  Port  Hudson,  with 
its  slaughtered  thousands  in  the  repulsed  as- 
sault, and  the  double  assault  of  Fort  Wagner, 
where  thousands  were  sacrifibed  in  an  attempt 
to  take  a  work  less  strong  than  Fisher,  after  it 
had  been  subjected  to  a  more  continued  and 
fully  as  severe  fire.  And  in  neither  of  the  in- 
stances I  have  mentioned  had  the  assaulting 
force  in  its  rear, as  I  had,  an  army  of  the  enemy 
larger  than  itself. 

I  therefore  ordered  that  no  assault  should  be 
made,  and  that  the  troops  should  re-embark. 

While  superintending  the  preparations  for 
this,  the  fire  of  the  navv  ceased.  Instantly  the 
guns  of  the  fort  were  fully  manned,  and  a  sharp 
tire  of  musketry,  grape  and  oanister  swept  the 
plain  over  which  the  column  must  have  ad- 
vanced, and  the  skirmish  line  was  returning. 

Working  with  what  diligence  we  could,  it 
was  impossible  to  get  the  troops  again  on  board 
before  the  sea  ran  so  high  as  to  render  further 
re-embarkation,  or  even  the  sending  of  supplies 
ashore,  impossible.  I  lay  by  the  shore  until 
elven  o'clock  the  next  day,  Monday,  the  twenty- 
sixth,  when,  having  made  all  proper  disposi- 
tions for  getting  the  troops  on  boara,  I  gave  or- 
ders to  the  transport  fleet,  as  fast  as  they  were 
ready,  to  sail  for  Fortress  Monroe,  in  obedience 
to  my  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral. 

I  learned  from  deserters  and  prisoners  cap- 
tured, that  the  supposition  upon  which  the 
Lieu  tenant-General  directed  the  expedition,  that 
Wilmington  had  been  denuded  of  troops  to  op- 
pose General  Sherman,  was  correct  That  at 
the  time  when  the  army  anived  off  Wilmington, 
there  were  less  thim  four  hundred  men  in  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  less  than  a  thou- 
sand witliin  twenty  miles. 

But  the  delay  of  three  days  of  good  weather, 
the  sixteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth,  wait- 
ing for  the  arrival  of  the  navy,  and  the  further 


delay  of  ike  terrible  storm  of  the  twen^-fint, 
twenty-second  and  twenty-third,  gave  time  for 
troops  to  be  brought  from  RichmoiH],  three 
divisions  of  which  were  either  Uiere  or  on  the 
road. 

The  instructions  of  tiie  Lieutenaot-Genoal  to 
me  did  not  contemplate  a  si^e  ;  I  had  neither 
siege-trains  nor  supplies  for  such  a  oqntiD- 
gency. 

The  exigency  of  possible  delay,  for  which  tin 
foresight  of  the  commander  of  the  armies  had 
provided,  had  arisen,  to  wit :  the  brgo-  re- 
inforcement of  the  garrison.  This,  tc^ther 
with  the  ftuitt  that  the  navy  had  exhausted  their 
supply  of  ammunition  in  the  bombardment,  left 
me  with  no  alternative  but  to  return  with  mj 
troops  to  the  Army  of  the  James. 

The  loss  of  the  opportnnitv  of  Friday,  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  the  sixteenlii,  seventeenfii  iDd 
eighteentii,  was  the  immediate  cause  of  tiie 
failure  of  the  expedition. 

It  is  not  my  province  even  to  suggest  bkiae 
to  the  navy  for  their  delay  of  four  days  at  Bat- 
fort  I  know  none  of  ike  reasons  which  do  or 
do  not  justify  it  It  is  to  be  presumed  thejare 
sufficient 

I  am  happy  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  ^ 
Lieutenant-General  ihe  excellent  bebaTior  of 
the  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  which  was  aB 
that  could  be  desired. 

I  am  under  special  obligations  to  Oaptam 
Glisson,  of  the  Santia^  de  Cuba,  for  the  able 
and  efficient  manner  m  which  he  coTered  onr 
landing ;  to  CSaptain  Alden,  of  the  Brooklyn,  for 
his  prompt  assistance  and  the  excellent  gnnnery 
with  which  the  Brooklyn  cleared  ike  ^oree  d 
all  opposers  at  the  moment  of  debarkatioa. 
Lieutenant  Farquhar,  of  the  navy,  having  in 
charge  the  navy  boats  winch  assisted  in  die 
ktnding,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  energy 
and  sKill  with  which  he  managed  the  boata 
through  the  roUing  surf.  Especial  commenda- 
tion is  due  to  Brigadier-General  Gral^m  and  ^ 
officers  and  men  of  his  naval  brigade,  for  the 
organization  of  his  boats  and  crews  for  knding, 
and  the  untiring  energy  and  industry  with 
which  they  all  labored  in  re-embarking  th» 
troops  during  the  stormy  night  of  the  twenty-fifth 
and  tiie  days  following.  For  this  and  other  meri* 
torious  services  during  the  campaign  since  the 
first  of  May,  which  have  heretofore  been  bronght 
to  the  notice  of  the  Lieutenant-General  in  my 
official  reports,  I  would  respectfully  but  ear- 
nestiy  recommend  Greneial  Graham  for  pro- 
motion. 

The  nmnber  of  prisoner  captured  by  us  was 
three  hundred,  including  twelve  officcra,  two 
heavy  rifled  guns,  two  light  guns,  and  six  caia- 
sons. 

The  loss  of  the  army  was  one  man  drowned, 
two  men  killed,  one  officer  captured,  who  a^ 
ciden tally  wandered  through  our  pickets,  and 
ten  men  wounded  while  tqion  the  picket  tine  by 
the  shells  of  ike  navy. 

Always  chary  of  mentioning  with  commenda- 
tion  the  acts  of  my  own  personal  stidf,  jret  1 
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tiunk  ^  troops  who  saw  it  will  agvee  to  the 
cool  courage  aiid  dariDg  of  LieutenaDt  Sidney 
E  DeKAj,  aid-de-camp,  in  landing  on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-fifth,  and  remaining  aiding  in  re- 
embttrkation  on  the  twenty-seventh. 

For  the  details  of  the  landing  and  the  opera- 
tionf ,  I  he^  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
Major-Oeoeral  Weitzel,  commanding  the  divi- 
Bonfamded. 

Trusting  my  action  will  meet  wilii  the  ap- 
proTal  of  the  Lieutenant-General,  tne  report  lA 
Rq>ectfaUy  submitted. 

BBNJAHDr  F.  BUTLBB, 

lf%Ior-G«neraL 
Lient^nnt-General  U.  8.  Grant, 

'    (Armtaa  of  the  United  SUt«8. 


Doc  77. 

OPEBATIOKB  IN  YIBGINIA. 

GEKERAL  BCTLQt»S  DESPATCH. 

Orv  Gbtt  Ponrr,  VA.,lfaj  6, 18M. 

'  Liemhumt'Oeneral  Orant,  Commanding  Armies 
anhe  United  8uae$,  Washinaton,  D.  G.  : 
We  have  seized  Wilson's  wnarf  landing.  A 
brigide  of  Wild's  colored  troops  are  there.  At 
Fort  Powhatan  landing  two  regiments  of  the 
■me  brigade  have  landed.  'At  City  Point  Hinks' 
divifiioQ,  with  the  remaining  troops  and  battery, 
kve  landed.  The  remamder  of  both  the 
figfateenth  and  Tenth  Army  Corps  are  being 
haded  at  Bermuda  Hundreds,  above  the  Ap- 
pomattox. 

No  opposition  experienced  thus  for.  The 
noYonent  was  apparently  a  complete  surprise. 
BoA  army  corps  leftYorktown  dnrine  last 
Bight  The  monitors  are  all  over  the  bar  at 
Harrison's  Landine  and  above  City  Point  The 
operations  of  the  fleet  have  been  conducted  to- 
day with  energy  and  success.  Generals  Smith 
and  Gillmore  are  pushing  the  landing  of  the  men. 
Geoenl  Gndiam,  with  fhe  army  gunboats,  led 
the  advance  during  the  night,  capturing  the 
■Snal  station  of  the  rebels. 

Colonel  West,  with  eighteen  hundred  cavafary, 
Bade  several  demonstrations  from  Williams- 
h|^  yesterday  morning.  General  Kautz  left 
mot  this  morning  with  his  cavalry,  for  the 
•Bnrice  bidicated  daring  the  conference  with 
&e  lientenant-General, 

The  New  York,  flag-of-truce  boat,  was  found 
lyiBg  at  the  wharf,  with  four  hundred  prison- 
tts,  whom  she  had  not  time  to  deliver.  She 
^nt  up  yesterday  morning. 

We  are  landing  troops  during  the  night — a 
hnrdooB  service  in  the  face  of  Sie  enemy. 
Bbnj.  F.  Butler, 

M^Jor-General  OommaiMliBg. 

A.F.  Pdttbb, 

~  dA.D.C 


A  NATIONAL  AOOOUNTL 

GBATSouro,  ovr  Fon  PowsAiiv,        1 
JAioi  Bim,  Va.,  Tbnnday,  May  «,  1864.  ] 

Ue  morement  of  the  Dnioa  annj  in  this  di- 


reotioii,  which,  lor  weeks  past,  has  been  vaguely 
expected,  commenoed  this  morning. 

To  MajorOeneral  Butier  is  exclusively  due  \ 
whatever  oredit  shall  result  from  the  inception 
and  execution  of  the  plan.  When,  four  weeks 
since,  Lieutenant-Gkneral  Grant,  the  actual  com- 
mander of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
visited  Fortress  Monroe,  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  views  of  General  Butler 
respecting  an  advance  upon  tiie  rebels  by  way 
of  the  Peninsula,  to  be  carried  out  in  oo-operar 
tion  with  the  Grand  Armv  of  the  Potomac 
General  Grant  had  considered  the  various  plana 
proposed  with  this  object  in  view,  but  had  com- 
mitted himsdf  to  none,  and  was  inclined,  there- 
fore, to  listen  attentively  to  what  General 
Butler  might  suggest 

The  project  was  to  advance  upon  Richmond 
by  the  James  river ;  get  a  foothold  as  near  the 
city  as  possible,  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
stream ;  seriously  interrupt  the  communications 
of  the  rebel  capital  southward,  and  eventually 
compel  ike  evacuation  by  Lee's  army  of  their 
strongly-fortified  position  on  theRapidan,  thus 
forcing  the  rebels  to  give  Grant  battle,  or  press 
rapidly  rearward  to  tne  walls  of  their  capital. 

The  first  step  toward  organization  was  made 
some  weeks  since,  by  the  concentration  at  Tork- 
town,  from  the  various  posts  in  the  Department 
of  North  Carcdina  and  Virginia,  the  great  bulk 
of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  To  the  com- 
mand of  tnese  troops  was  assigned  Major-Gen- 
eral  W.  F.  Smith.  In  addition  to  tliese  war- 
worn heroes  from  the  coast  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  posts  in  Virginia,  nearly  all  the  brave 
and  gallant  fellows  in  the  Tenth  Army  Corps 
(under  Major-G^eral  Gillmore),  were  sent  to 
Genera]  Butler,  to  participate  in  the  movement, 
forming  their  encampment  at  Gloucester  Point, 
opposite  Yorktown.  --  ^ 

That  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Pomt,  both  at 
the  mouth  of  the  York  river,  should  have  been 
selected  for  the  rendezvous  of  these  troops, 
naturally  led  to  the  supposition  that  the  advance 
was  intended  to  be  made  up  the  Peninsula  by 
the  route  which  proved  so  fearfully  disastrous 
to  McClellan.  But  this  show  of  force  was 
merely  a  stupendous  ntee  de  guerrm.  and  cir- 
cumstances indicate  that  it  succeeaed  admi- 
rably in  deceiving  the  rebels.  Their  journals 
have  constantly  spoken  of  these  troops  as  des- 
tined to  follow  the  path  of  1862,  and  that  the 
assurance  of  their  deception  might  be  made 
doubly  sure,  a  brigade  of  Union  troops  was  de- 
spatched by  General  Butier  even  as  late  as  yes- 
terday to  Wliite  House  landing,  where,  at 
sunset,  when  we  last  heard  from  them,  they 
were  sedulously  engaged  in  felling  timber  and 
constructing  a  wharf,  as  if  preparing  to  facilitate 
the  landine  of  a  large  army.  To  aid  in  this 
scheme  of  mystification,  all  the  light-draft 
steamers  were  kept  until  the  last  moment  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  whence,  early  yesterday  morn- 
ing, they  were  despatched  to  tiie  Yoiic  river, 
and  the  work  of  embarking  the  troops, 
whose  anaDgements  for  the  purpose  had  been 
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already  made,  was  began  promptlj.  Soon  after 
the  shades  of  evening  closed  oiwr  the  camping- 
ground,  the  last  tent  was  struck  and  the  troops 
were  all  on  board.   . 

General  Butler's  order  to  his  subordinate 
Generals  made  it  incumbent  for  them  to  repair 
to  Hampton  Roads  as  quickly  as  possible  softer 
dark,  where  they  were  to  anchor  for  the  night 
At  daybreak  the  order  commanded  an  advance 
of  the  troops  up  the  James  river,  convoyed  by 
three  army  gunooats,  under  Brigadier-GeneraJ 
Graham,  and  a  naval  force,  consisting  of  five 
monitors  wad  eleven  gunboats,  under  Kear-Ad- 
miralLee. 

The  cavalry  branch  of  the  expedition  is  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  A.  V.  Eautz,  who, 
with  a  fine  body  of  several  thousand  white 
troopers,  left  Suffolk,  Ya.,  also,  at  daylight  yes- 
terday morning.  The  point  at  which  he  aims 
primarily  to  strike  is  Hickford,  a  town  on  ^e 
Petersburg,  Richmond  and  Weldon  railroad. 
A  ride  of  about  eighty  miles,  by  the  Surrey  and 
Sussex  roads,  allowing  him  time  to  pay  his 
compliments  to  the  people  as  he  passes  along, 
would  bring  him  to  Hickford  to-morrow  even- 
ing. The  railroad  bridge  there,  which  is  a 
strong  one,  about  three  hundred  feet  long,  will 
be  destroyed  if  possible  t  and  then  the  dashing 
horsemen  will  do  other  damage  to  the  enemy's 
means  of  supply  as  far  as  they  can  find  oppor- 
tunity. General  Kautz  has  received  a  roving 
commission,  and  if  not  too  hardly  pressed  by 
the  rebels,  he  may  penetrate  as  far  south  as 
Weldon,  N.  C,  returning  when  it  suits  his  con- 
venience. 

Starting  up  the  Peninsula  from  Williamsburg, 
another  cavalry  force,  somewhat  smaller,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  West,  also  set  out  at  day- 
break. Their  object  was  to  create  a  diversion 
in  our  favor  by  keeping  the  rebels  excited  and 
attacking  guerrillas  and  the  garrisons  of  the  out- 
poets.  Colonel  West  would  try  to  cross  the 
Chickahominy  at  Bottom's  bridge  and  make  his 
way  to  the  main  bod^  on  the  James. 

As  on  every  occasion  when  a  luge  piece  of 
machinery  is  put  in  operation,  there  is  certain 
to  be  more  or  less  friction  of  tiie  parts,  so  this 
complex  machine  of  a  gallant  and  mighty  army 
did  not  move  smoothly  according  to  the  pro- 
gramme. The  Eighteenth  corps  (General 
Smith's),  having  the  advance,  was  promptly  up 
to  time,  dawn  finding  all  tbe  steamers  used  in 
its  transportation  steaming  by  Newport  News 
into  the  mouth  of  the  James  river.  But  the 
steamers  of  the  Tenth  (General  Gillmore's)  corps 
were  still  quietly  at  anchor  off  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. Here  was  an  unexpected  source  of  deten- 
tion. Greneral  Butler  hid  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  sailing  orders  were  perfectiy  un- 
derstood, and  would  be  implicitly  followed  by 
his  corps  commanders.  It  was  easy  to  perceive 
that  he  Was  both  distressed  and  annoyed  at 
the  delay.  He  had  hoped  to  reach  his  intended 
point  of  debarkation  (City  Point,  fifteto  miles 
below  Richmond),  at  three  o'clock  in  Uie  after- 
noon.   This  he  eq>ected  to  aocompliahy  eyen  in 


case  that  the  possession  of  two  pointB  on  tiie 
way  up  the  river,  viz.,  Wilson  s  wharf  and 
Fort  Powhatan,  should  be  contested  by  the 
enemy,  as  it  was  very  likely  would  be  done 
There  was  nothing  for  it,  then,  but  to  learn  the 
cause  of  this  dilatoriness  of  the  Tenth  corps, 
and  to  hasten  the  vessels  forward.  This  was 
done. 

The  feet  new  steamer  Grayhound,  the  fbg- 
float  of  the  expedition,  on  board  which  Genertl 
Butler,  with  his  staff,  had  come  at  midnight, 
went  back  from  Newport  News  to  Fortresi 
Monroe.  General  Gillmore  was  sent  for,  and 
made  satis&ctory  explanations  to  (jeneral  Butler. 
This  accomplished,  off  we  started  at  ei^ 
o'clock  up  the  river. 

The  scene  in  the  hazy  light  of  the  beautify 
spring  morning  was  picturesque  and  animated. 
Crowded  steamboats  labored  heavilv  throi^h 
the  still  water,  pontoon  trains  and  lumberu^ 
canal  barges,  to  be  used  in  disembaiking,  were 
in  tow  of  the  swifter  transports.  The  long,  low 
lines  and  wedge-like  shapes  of  those  naval  noa- 
descripts,  the  monitors,  with  their  high  cylindri- 
cal tun'ets  amidships,  gave  variety  to  the  scene. 
The  swift  Grayhound  flits  among  tiie  slow^ 
moving  craft  and  slackens  her  speed  an  instut 
as  she  comes  abreast  each  vessel,  allowiiig 
Greneral  Butler  from  the  hurricane  deck  to  order 
them  to  advance  with  all  the  celerity  possible. 
''Give  her  all  the  steam  you  can,  C^)taiii,'' 
shouts  the  Greneral,  with  upraised  cap,  and  as 
the  crowds  of  blue-coats  recognize  hiro  they 
burst  out  vociferously  in  cheers.  -  The  scene, 
as  we  pass  up  the  river,  is  charmii^  in  the  ex- ; 
treme.  The  high  wooded  banks  of  the  stream  i 
present  us  every  variety  of  delicate  foliage  wi& 
which  the  spring  delights  to  clothe  the  earth 
in  vernal  beauty.  Occasionally  a  house  is  via- 
ble over  the  bluffs,  and  a  man  appears,  beyond 
doubt  very  much  amazed  at  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  so  large  a  fleet  of  invading  Yankees. 
The  trip  up  the  river  is  unbroken  by  any  siga 
of  war. 

Taking  the  advance.  General  Butler's  boat 
reachesWilson's  wharf,  a  point  about  thirtf- 
five  miles  below  Richmond.  Here  a  regimflDt 
of  General  Wiide'a  negro  brigade  have  effected 
a  landing,  and  are  busily  engi^ed  in  makkf 
preparations  to  hold  the  place.  From  this  point 
up  the  river  to  Fort  Powhatan  ie  a  clear  str&igbt 
reach  of  seven  miles,  which  it  would  never  do 
to  leave  in  command  of  the  enemy,  who  conld 
fortify  the  bluffs  and  play  the  nuachief  wi& 
our  water  communications.  80  General  Butter 
takes  possession  of  both  these  strong  poeltionB. 
The  stadwart  Africans  gaily  run  up  tiiebldfi^ 
and  are  soon  at  work  swinging  axes  with  a 
will,  and  the  giant  trees  fiedl  witli  a  roournfid 
craeJi  under  their  sturdy  strokes.  Boon  a  wide 
space  of  woods  on  tlie  high  banks  are  cleared 
awav,  and  rebels  approaching  firom  toward 
Richmond  must  come  within  the  sweep  of  ov 
batteries.  There  can  be  nothing  mentioned 
which  better  shows  the  perfect  surprise  of  this 
movement  to  liie  rebds,  than  flie  met  diat,  ao- 
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cording  to  their  own  admission,  they  have  a 
gtroog  force  at  Charles  City  Court-hoase,  six 
miles  inland  from  Wilson's  wharf,  engaged  in 
coIbctiDg  negroes  t(^ther  for  work  on  the 
Richmond  fortifications.  It  is  strange,  if  this 
f(fce  was  aware  of  oar  approach,  that  they  did 
Dot  come  np  and  give  us  a  few  shots  from  a 
field  battery.  But  no  welcome  of  Hiis  left- 
boded  sort  greeted  ns.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
onr  negroes  may  repair  vi  et  ctrmis  to  the  dbarles 
Gtj  rendezvous,  and  so  reverse  the  kind  of 
work  their  brethren  have  been  assembled  to 
perform  on  the  strongholds  of  Richmond.  The 
boat  is  JQst  now  leaving  Powhatan',  where  a 
itrong  negro  garrison  has  been  landed,  having 
little  to  do  in  the  way  of  securing  their  posi- 
tion but  mount  the  ordnance  in  the  works 
which  the  rebels  two  years  ago  so  laboriously 
oooBtracted. 

QmKBtAL  BUIUB'8  HBAOQ<7ABnB8,  ) 

Itenao  JOD  VmaaoBURO  Fool  wmas  Tsnam  Milbb  op  > 
Fon  Dasldtg,  May  18, 1864.       J 

I  write  to-nighty  in  the  house  latterly  occupied 
bj  Dr.  Cheatham,  an  account  of  yesterday's  and 
t^y's  operations,  to  the  music  of  the  rifles 
of  our  own  and  the  rebel  skirn^iishers,  in  the 
woods  a  mile  distant  These  rifle-balls  sing 
loprano,  and  the  bass  of  the  guns  of  our  batter- 
ies, and  of  the  cannon  in  the  rebel  intrench- 
menta,  only  ceased  with  the  coming  of  night. 
The  good  news  from  Grant,  read  to  the  troops 
to^ht,  called  forth  cheers  that  must  have 
awakened  the  echoes  of  Richmond,  and  elicited 
from  the-  rebels  a  few  parting  shots  of  spite. 
We  win  settle  that  score  with  them-  to-morrow, 
however. 

Wednesday  night  orders  were  issued  to  Gen- 
enl  Smith  to  move  with  five  brigades  at  day- 
light, and  occupy  a  position  at  right  angles  witii 
&  Richmond  and  Petersburg  p&e,  above  Ches- 
ter station.  As  General  Smith  occupied  our 
i^  this  necessitated  a  march  across  the  right 
oeoeralGillmore  was  directed  to  leave  sufficient 
focce  in  the  intrenchments,  and  to  move  with 
the  rest  of  his  command  to  the  junction  of  the 
nikoad  with  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
pike.  This  was  to  prevent  the  forces  said  to  be 
i&  Petersburg  from  movine  up  the  pike  to  Rich- 
,a«uL  The  fast  object  of  me  move  was  to  mask 
t  cavalry  raid  by  General  Kautz,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  ihe  Danville  railroad,  and  the 
*econd  to  reconnoitre  the  position  about  Fort 
I^viing,  and  ascertain  the  enemy's  strength  or 
weakoiMs. 

Thoraday  morning  brought  with  it  a  drench- 
ag  rain,  which,  of  course,  retarded  the  move- 
Bents  of  the  troops.  Greneral  Smith  was  in 
K>tion  soon  after  daylight,  and  got  into  position 
by  noon,  when  it  was  round  that  his  force  was 
■efficient  to,  properly  cover  the  whole  line. 
EWt  of  General  GiDmore*s  force  was  therefore 
ordered  up  to  complete  it.  The  Commanding 
General  and  staff  left  headquarters  at  seven 
o'dock,  expecting  to  find  all  the  troops  in  posi- 
tun,  bat,  as  before  stated,  an  unavoidable  delay 


occurred  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rain* 
General  Butler,  therefore,  went  riding  around  to 
find  the  lines,  and  found  himself  once  or  twice 
in  rather  close  proximity  to  his  skirmishers. 
We  finally  struck  the  turnpike,  about  midway 
between  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  then 
waited,  in  a  mosi  terrific  rain,  till  couriers,  who 
were  sent  out  to  ascertain  where  General  Smith 
was  to  be  found,  returned.  The  good-natured 
Chief  of  Stafi,  in  response  to  the  half-earnest, 
half-joking  remonstrance  of  one  of  the  staff,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  bringing  them  out  in 
such  a  shower,  remarked,  **I  know  it  rains 
pretty  bad  ;  but,  gentlemen,  this  rebellion  has 
got  to  be  crushed.  The  party  persisted  in  hav- 
ing their  jokes,  even  though  their  boots  were 
filled  with  water  and  their  coats  wet  through. 
At  last  General  Smith  was  found  to  the  left  of 
the  pike  and  about  the  centre  of  his  line. 

It  must  be  said  that  this  country  is  one  of  the 
very  worst  to  campaign  in.  -^ 

Road s  leading  nowhere;  swamps  where  swamps 
ought  not,  by  any  physical  rules,  to  be ;  wooas, 
impenetrable  at  the  very  points  where,  for  mDi- 
tai7  operations,  they  should  be  at  least  passa- 
ble ;  ravines  of  considerable  width  and  variable 
depth ;  creeks,  formidable  for  their  muddy  bot- 
toms more  than  their  width ;  in  short,  every- 
thing that  is  horrid,  and  rendering  the  country 
one  of  peculiar  advantages  for  defence.  A  bri- 
gade lost  its  commander,  and  the  commander 
lost  his  brigade,  and  the  General's  aids  could 
find  neither.  Division  commanders  lost  their 
line,  or  rather  never  found  it,  and  the  whole 
thing,  which  was  perfectly  plain  on  the  map, 
became  an  unaccountable  muddle  on  land. 
Under  all  these  difficulties  the  Commanding  Gren- 
eral and  all  his  officers  preserved  a  remarkable 
equanimity,  and  philosophically  worked  out  the 
difficult  problem.  General  Turner,  with  his 
division  of  the  Tenth  corps,  held  the  extreme 
right,  resting  on  James  river,  at  Dr.  Hewlett's 
farm.  General  Weitzel  held  the  centre,  and 
General  Brooks  the  left  Subsequently  General 
Gillmore  was  sent  to  the  left  with  a  portion  of  his 
command,  a  brigade  from  General  Terry's  divi- 
sion being  ordered  to  the  support  of  General 
Weitzel.  General  Ames,  of  the  Tenth  corps, 
was  at  Walthal  Junction  with  his  brigade.  Gen- 
eral Weitzel  moved  up  the  pike,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Brooks,  and  their  skirmishers  soon 
met  those  of  the  enemy.  General  Turner,  on 
the  right,  did  not  advance  as  soon  as  directed 
and  the  enemy  succeeded  in  driving  Weitzel's 
skirmishers  back.  With  the  force  sent  to  his 
support  in  reserve,  Weitzel  again  advanced,  and 
drove  the  enemy  up  the  pike  nearly  a  mile.  The 
One  Hundred  and  Fortr^-eighth  New  York, 
Colonel  Guyon,  Wistars  brigade,  steadily 
pushed  the  enemy  back.  General  Turner,  by 
this  time,  was  also  in  motion,  and  our  whole 
tine  obtained  an  advanced  position  beyond 
Kettle  run,  and  near  Proctor's  creek.  The 
enemy  had  a  battery  in  position  on  the  pike, 
which  annoyed  our  men  considerablv,  ana  we 
were  unable  to  obtain  a  position  which  com* 
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manded  it  It  was  then  determined  to  attempt 
a  movement  to  the  left,  bo  as  tp  obtain  a  position 
on  the  high  ground  beyond,  which  commanded 
that  of  the  rebel  battery,  and  also  opened  a 
prospect  of  taming  the  right  of  the  enemy's 
position.  After  much  necessary  delay,  and  after 
several  reconnoissances  had  been  made,  a  cross- 
ing was  discovered  over  Kettle  run:  also,  a 
road  through  the  swamp,  and  a  fording-plaoe  on 
Proctor's  creek;  but  darkness  coming  on,  the 
move  was  deferred  until  the  morning.  The  rain 
continued,  and  the  troops  slept  on  meir  arms  all 
night  in  a  drenching  rain.  Headquarters  were  es- 
tablished on  a  crossroad  off  the  pike,  in  the 
house  of  a  woman,  who  lost  her  temper  and 
scolded  her  ne^o  girl  and  her  children ;  who 
objected  to  domg  anything  for  ns,  and  who 
pays  twenty  doll^  a  year,  Confederate  money, 
rent  for  a  house  and  a  small  farm ;  whose  hus- 
band is  in  the  rebel  army,  and  stationed  at 
Drury's  Bluff,  and  whom  the  General  promised 
to  catch  and  return  to  her ;  who  took  her  ducks, 
her  pigs,  her  dogs,  and  her  turkey-eg^  to  bed 
with  her,  lest  they  might "  turn  up  missing"  in 
the  morning.  The  good  woman  never  had 
seen  an  army  in  her  immediate  vidnity  before, 
and  evidently  didn't  like  it  She  was  some- 
what appeased  when  the  General  told  her  he 
would  pay  her  for  everything  he  took,  and 
also  twenfy  dollars  apiece  for  several  chickens 
"  gobbled"  by  some  of  the  passing  troops.  She 
was  not  so  highly  gratified  when  the  General 
added  '*  in  Confederate  money." 

From  information  received  from  prisoners 
and  other  sources  it  was  ascertained  that  a  por- 
tion of  Beauregard's  force  marched  up  the  pike 
last  night  and  reached  the  intrenchment  in 
front  of  Fort  Darling.  Had  our  troops  been 
able  to  move  promptly,  as  ordered,  the  capture 
of  a  portion  of  the  rebel  force  would  have  been 
certain.  While  all  this  manceuvring  was  goii^ 
on,  General  Eautz  with  his  cavahry  slipped  off, 
and  ere  this  must  have  effected  their  object 
Captain  James  Shafer  of  (General  Butler's  sta^, 
who  was  sent  after  the  cavalry  to  communicate 
with  them,  and  return  at  once  and  report 
progress,  has  not  yet  been  heard  from,  and  it  is 
feared  that  he  has  been  captured,  though  some 
incline  to  the  belief  that,  finding  the  country 
with  too  many  guerrillas  around,  he  prudently 
decided  to  remain  with  (General  Eautz.  A  re- 
port came  to  General  Butler  that  torpedoes  had 
been  planted  on  Dr.  Hewlett's  farm,  and  Major 
Ludlow  of  the  staff  was  despatched  with  seve- 
ral orderlies  to  hunt  them  np,  with  the 
characteristic  instruction  from  the  General, 
**If  yon  find  any,  don't  fire  them,  but 
send  for  me."  Major  L.  did  not  find 
torpedoes.  This  propensity  of  seeing  and 
judging  for  himself  is  so  strong  in  General  B., 
that  one  who  was  on  the  High£nd  Light  when 
the  Commod(»«  Jones  was  blown  up,  remarked 
to  one.  of  the  General's  staff  also  present, "  For 
my  sake  Major,  don't  tell  the  General  about 
the  torpedoes,  for  he  will  want  to  take  the 
Qrayhound  and  explore  the  river  himseJf." 


Captam  West  of  General  Smi&'s  staff;  witht 
party  of  men,  went  over  to  James  river  where  a 
rebel  schooner  lay,  made  a  raft  of  logs,  went  off 
to  the  boat,  and  ^et  her  on  fire.  It  was  thongbt 
that  a  torpedo  was  attached  to  her,  and  she  bad 
been  floated  down  and  anchored  at  that  point 

In  the  fight  of  Monday  last,  the  three  Miaaa- 
chusetts  regiments  were  encountered  by  Gene- 
ral Hazard^  brigade,  of  South  Garohna,  thdr 
regiments  being  the  same  numbers,  TVenty- 
three,  Twenty-Sve  and  Twenty-sevoL  They 
were  badly  whipped,  and  Captain  Leroy  Ham- 
mond, who  was  mortally  wounded,  told  one  of 
the  surgeons,  before  his  deatii,  ''If  we  had 
known  you  were  veterans  we  wouldn't  haTa 
charged  so."    It  was  like  retribution. 

Friday  dawned  with  alternate  doud  and  tm- 
shine.  General  Butler's  staff  were  eariy  in  tifie 
saddle,  and  galloped  to  the  position  of  yesterdaj 
on  the  left  of  the  pike.  The  disposition  of  the 
troops  was  at  once  made  and  the  force  put  in 
motions  General  Gillmore  was  to  move  fr^ 
the  left  to  the  railroad  at  Chests  Junctiofi, 
thence  up  the  road  to  turn  their  flank.  Gene- 
ral Gibbon's  forces  occupied  the  line  between 
Greneral  Smith's  left  and  General  Ames' right, 
and  to  add  t^  the  force  General  Manton^b 
brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  Kettle  ran  and 
Proctor's  creek,  and  advance  up  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  General  Turner  had  also  been  wi^- 
drawn  from  the  right,  as  the  bend  in  the  rirer 
narrowed  the  line,  and  was  transferred  to  the 
left.of  General  Brooks'  division.  A  portion  ol 
General  GiUmore's  conmiand  made  a  detonr  to 
the  left  of  the  raihroad,  in  order  to  flank  ^ 
enemy's  position,  while  another  portion  moved 
directly  up  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  feirn  a 
direct  attack.  This  movement  was  suoceseMy 
accomplished,  and  the  enemy  fcx'ced  to  retreat 

Meanwhile  skirmishing  had  conunenced  id 
the  left  of  the  pike  about  noon.  The  eneniT 
were  discoverea  up  the  pike  in  position,  with 
two  guns,  from  which  they  opened  on  us  pret^ 
lively.  The  wounded  were -carried  to  the  rear, 
and  everythine  betokened  that  the  fight  M 
begun  in  good  earnest  Presently  the  line  rf 
skirmishers  fell  back,  and  conunenced  nniniog 
out  of  the  woods.  It  was  ascertained  that  ^ 
"  Rebs"  advanced  in  a  very  ttiickly-formed  lini, 
and  apparently  in  great  force.  This  was  reaflj 
to  cover  their  weakness,  for  our  men  were  rw- 
lied  and  went  into  the  wood  again,  when  tiie 
enemy  retired. 

Hbadquabsbb  Geiieal  BimjB,  Halt  Wat  J^CBi^  I 


,  As  anticipated,  the  success  of  General  Gift 
more  on  our  1^  compelled  the  evacuati<ffl  of  flu 
first  line  of  works  held  by  the  enemy,  wh^ 
they  did  upon  the  advance  of  General  Soda 
this  morning,  after  a  brief  resistance.  Thai 
line  of  works  is  formidable,  and  pierced  at  co» 
iPftnd|ng  points  for  utiUery.  It  extends  frofl 
beyond  tne  railroad  across  to  the  Jaaw 
Riding  out  to  the  right,  from  the  high  land  eo 
the  river  we  oould  see  the  rebel  works  at  (3» 
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pin's  Farm,  on  the  nor&  bank  of  the  river,  and 
sopporting  the  works  npon  this  side  of  the 
ri?er.  As  our  troops  advanced  with  Heckman's 
bng^e  on  the  rieht  of  the  pike,  the  rebels 
made  an  assault  and  charged  them,  bat  were  no 
better  pleased  with  the  result  than  on  former 
occasions.  Steadily  but  surely  our  lines  ad- 
TtDOBd,  FoUett's  and  Belger's  batteries  hitting 
tfaeir  works  from  the  Half-way  House,  where 
we  now  are.  A  drenching  rain  came,  but  ope- 
rations were  continued,  General  Butler  being 
v^ctennined  to  push  matters  vigorously.  Gene- 
nl  Weitzel  quickly  got  his  batteries,  Follett's, 
Company  D,  Fourth  United  States,  and  Beige's, 
Company  F,  First  Rhode  Island,  into  position, 
Qong  the  embrasures  from  this  side  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  to  fire  throueh.  A  ride  along 
the  centre  aad  right  showed  Uie  enemy  to  be 
veiy  strongly  posted.  On  the  left  of  the  pike, 
General  Brooks  with  his  brigade  occupies  the 
rebel  intrenchments,  our  men  having  about  one 
Coot  and  a  half  of  level  ground  to  stand  upon 
between  the  ditch  which  surrounded  the  works 
and  the  embankment  Here  they  lie  against 
the  aloDe,  carefully  watchifig,  while  the  Une  of 
dormisbers  in  the  woods  beyond  tell  by  their 
eontinoal  popping  of  the  presence  of  the  foe. 
Xp  the  right  of  the  road,  in  rear  of  the  rebel 
wodks,  now  our  front,  is  an  open  field,  and 
bejond  that  is  a  formidable  eartnwork,  with  a 
eortain  connecting  other  works,  bastions,  &c., 
eridratly  built  with  great  care.  Over  this 
flaants  the  rebel  fla^,  and  on  it  seven  suns 
have  been  discovered.  They  kept  up  a  sWp 
fire  for  a  while,  but  were  soon  silenced  by  our 
fire.  Here,  on  the  parapets  of  our  first  line  of 
works,  our  sharpshooters  are  posted,  and  keep 
a  dose  watch  against  the  approach  of  any  rebel 
marksmen  who  may  aim  to  shoot  down 
oor  artillerymen.  Slill  farther  along  our  skir- 
Biiafaers  are  deployed  through  the  woods,  and 
Hedunan's  gallant  men  lie  on  their  arms,  ready 
for  any  emergency. 

Here  we  encountered  General  Weitzel  seated 
ipoQ  a  log,  quietly  smoking  his  pipe,  the  shells 
firom  both  Union  and  rebel  batteries  flying  over 
Ids  head,  and  the  singpjig  of  Minie  balls  occasion- 
ally becoming  unpleasantly  loud.  The  Geneoral 
baa  been  hit,  he  laughingly  says,  for  the  first 
^,  a  fragment  of  shell  striking  his  whiskers. 
He  waits  for  the  artillery  on  the  left  to  com- 
mence ''shooting**  before  he  opens  with  all 
bia  guns,  which  he  has  been  massing  to  bear 
upon  the  redoubt  in  front  of  us.  As  we  look, 
a  puff  of  white  smoke  from  an  embrasure,  fol- 
lowed afanoet  instantly  by  a  report  firom  the 
battery  behind  us,  and  the  two  shells  traversed 
the  air,  crossing  each  other  in  dieir  deadly 
flight  The  rebel  shell  exploded  to  the  rear  of 
OTT  battery,  while  ours  struck  the  rebel  works 
i»t  at  their  entrance,  and  the  gun  was  imme- 
^ately  withdrawn.  Our  fellows  watch  the  ap- 
Pttrance  of  a  ^un  on  the  fort,  and  then  ratde 
iway  at  it  mitil  it  is  taken  o£  Beyond  the 
rebel  work  other  defences  were  seen  stretching 
»way  toward  Port  Darling,  situated  on  the 
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next  bend  of  the  river.  The  rebels  are  evi- 
dently husbanding  their  resources  expecting  an 
assacdt  As  we  ride  along  we  encounter 
soldiers  lying  asleep  in  small  squads,  **  just  re- 
lieved firom  skirmish  line,'*  and  snatphing  what 
sleep  thev  can.  Poor  fellows  I  tired  and  weary, 
which  of  you  will  be  the  beloved  to  whom  He 
giveth  sleep,  the  sleep  of  death,  from  which  you 
shall  awake  to  life  immortal?  Here  comes  a- 
stretcher,  having  upon  it  a  man  just  wounded, 
and  who  is  being  taken  to  the  rear.  There 
limps  a  poor  fellow  who  has  some  slight  wound. 
Another  walks  slowly  alon^,  his  arm  in  a  sling, 
and  faint  from  loss  of  blood  and  reaction  of  tha 
nervous  system.  Here,  by  the  batterer,  they 
are  removing  a  dead  comrade  for  bunal.  At 
one  point  on  the  parapet,  where  the  rebel  fire 
was  particularly  severe,  one  of  our  men  was 
wounded.  We  <;ould  see  him — though  at  some 
distance  from  the  spot — praise  his  head  occa- 
sionally as  if  imploring  help.  At  last  two  or 
three  of  his  comrades  discovered  him,  made  a 
rush,  and  dragged  him  off  a  parapet  into  the 
ditch,  where  they  awaited  an  opportunity  to 
remove  him. 

General  Gillmore  rides  up  from  the  left  to  con- 
sult with  General  Butler,  who  directs  that  he 
get  his  batteries  in  position  and  open  on  the 
enemy's  works  in  his  front,  while  General  Smith 
increases  his  fire  on  the  right.^  "About  five 
o'clock  the  fire  opened  along  our  whole  line,  and 
continued  for  an  hour,  the  rebels  taking  the 
whole  without  an  answering  shot  The  only 
damage  done  was  the  bursting  of  a  rebel  cai»* 
son.  Our  men  were  a  good  deal  annoyed  by 
rebel  sharpshooters,  who  picked  off  whoever 
dared  to  show  himself.  From  'the  top  of  the 
mansion  of  one  'Friend,  a  good  view  was  ob- 
tained of  General  Brooks*  and  General  Turner's 
divisions  in  position.  A  battery  near  the  house 
was  firing  three  ^^s  at  a  time,  with  terrible 
effect,  as  far  as  noise  was  concerned.  The  bat* 
tery  of  20-pound  Parrotts  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  belched  forth  responsive  notes,  which 
were  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  the  extreme 
right  and  left  The  intervals  were  filled  with 
the  popping  of  small  arms.  Tiring  of  the  con- 
tinued snooting,  I  did  Mr.  Friend  the  honor  to 
look  through  his  premises.  The  vandals  had 
been  there,  and  everything  was  turned  upside 
down.  This  friend  must  have  been  a  minister 
and  scholar.  A  large  number  of  valuable  books 
were  still  left  lying  about  the  floors,  among 
them  many  classic^  works.  Private  letters 
were  strewn  about,  and  a  receipted  tailor's  biU 
bore  testimony  to  the  man's  int^rity  and  con- 
scientious scruples.  The  mansion  is  quite 
roomy  but  oW-fashioned,  deUehtfuUy  situated, 
and  but  for  the  teachings  of  Mr.  Friend  and 
his  brother  ministers,  would  not  have  come  to 
such  desolation  as  was  presented.  Quite  a 
quantity  of  unginned  cotton  covered  the  attic 
floors,  while  unnumbered  Scotch  ale  jugs  and 
a  large  quantity  of  carefully  selected  straws,  for 
the  imbibition  of  mint  juleps,  sherry  cobblers^ 
&c.,  told  of  the  Virginian's  hospitality.  The  fire 


4»8 


SEBELLIOir   UOOBD,    1863-6ft 


of  the  batteries  fkckened ;  there  was  some  talk 
of  an  assault,  and  other  talk  of  no  demonstra- 
tion of  BO  warlike  a  nature  ;  and  then  General 
Butler  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  the  house 
of  Dr.  Cheatham.  The  military  gentlemen  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  art  of  war  wish 
everything  done  on  profoundly  scientific  prin- 
ciples, wlule  the  Commandinff-General  cares  not 
how,  so  that  the  thrashing  of  the  rebels  be  ao- 
oomplished.'  He  knows  the  importance  of 
keeping  this  force  here,  be  it  large  or  smalL 
employed,  and  he  intends  to  do  it.  He  can  afford 
to  be  defeated  for  the  sake  of  making  Grant's 
yictory  thoroughly  complete,  and  the  rebels  will 
find  that  he  wul  give  them  all  they  want  to  do. 
Prisoners  already  talk  of  short  rations  and  a 
limited  supply  of  ammunition,  and  if  the  junc- 
ture indicated  bv  the  arrival  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred of  General  Sheridan  with  ten  thousand 
cavalry  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  means 
anything,  the  traitors  maybe  prepared  to  meet 
their  doom. 

On  Friday  morning  General  Butler  despatched 
Major  Ludlow  of  his  staff  back  to  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred to  communicate  with  Admiral  Lee,  inform 
him  of  the  intended  attack,  and  to  urge  upon  him 
to  co-operate  with  the  monitors  and  eunboats. 
To  this  statement  the  Admiral  replied,  in  sub- 
stance, that  owing  to  shoal  water  in  Trent  Reach, 
as  shown  by  coast-survey  chart,  the  draft  of  the 
monitors,  and  rebel  torpedoes,  it  would  be  very 
difiScult,  if  not  impracticable,  at  present,  to  get 
up  as  high  as  Dr.  Hewlett's  farm.  In  order  to 
thoroughly  remove  obstructions,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  control  the  left  bank.  The  enemv 
BOW  occupy,  in  considerable  force,  the  high 
ground  on  ihe  left  bank,  around  Jones'  Nedc, 
and  the  same  difficulty  will  be  found  at  Dutch 
Gap.  This  occupancy  would  interrupt  the  sup- 
ply of  coal  for  the  monitors.  The  Admiral,  how- 
ever, promised  all  possible  aid  and  support,  and 
would  at  least  protect  the  river  bne  below 
where  the  fleet  now  lies  (Four  Mile  Greek).  A 
despatch  has  since  been  received  that  he  has 
started  to  move  up,  and  will  come  as  fiftr  as  poft- 
abk. 

ht  OiMP,  Taesday  Morning,  May  17, 1864. 

''  The  hardest  fighting  of  the  campaign  on  the 
south  side  of  the  James  river  occurred  yester- 
day. In  tiie  early  morning,  under  cover  of  a  fog 
so  dense  as  to  limit  vision  to  the  distance  of  a  few 
vards,  the  enemy  fell  upon  the  right  of  our  line  of 
battle  with  the.  force  of  an  avalanche,  completely 
<sru8hing  it  backward,  and  turning  our  flank,  as 
two  days  before  we  had  turned  theirs.  Their 
advantage,  however,  was  but  temporary,  for  our 
veterans  quickly  recovered  from  the  sudden 
shock,  and  drove  their  assailants  back  beyond 
the  line  of  the  attack.  The  fighting,  thus  un- 
ceremoniously inaugurated,  con tinuea  with  more 
or  less  briskness  throughout  the  day,  and  the 
losses  on  both  sides  were  severe.  The  impres- 
sion is,  however,  that  the  rebels  in  this  respect 
were  the  greater  sufferers,  but  our  loss  is  esti- 
mated at  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  to  two 


thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  missmg.  T\m 
da^s  operations  resulted  in  our  entire  wmi 
being  ordered  to  return  from  its  advanced  posi- 
tion, within  ten  nules  of  Richmond,  to  the  line 
of  defence  known  as  Bermuda  Hundred,  be- 
tween the  James  and  Appomattox  rivers.  Here 
the  troops  were  secure!^  encamped  before  ten 
o'clock  last  night,  havine  buried  their  desd,aiMi 
brought  from  the  battle-field  in  perfect  cvder 
their  wounded  and  all  their  supplies. 

The  five  days'  csmpaign  which  has  been  flius 
unexpectedly  closed,  can  in  no  wise  be  denm- 
ted  a  defeat  GrenenJ  Butler  has  accompliued  - 
all,  and  more  than  all  that  he  intended.  "^Wlien, 
on  Thursday  morning  kst,th6  armyTeftitiiih 
trenohments,  and  iauoed  toward  Richmond,  iti 
object,  primarily,  was  to  engage  the  attentionof 
the  strong  rebel  force  ffarrisoning  the  onter 
defences  of  tiie  city,  and  thus  permit  Genenl 
KautE,  with  his  cavalry,  to  emerge  from  oar 
lines,  with  the  object  of  pushing  forward  to  the 
Danville  and  Richmond  railr«ul  This  roid 
being  out,  every  line  of  travel  radia^  froa 
Riclumond,  by  which  Lee  could  receive  suppliei 
for  his  army,  would  be  dosed.  To  accomplnh 
an  end  of  such  advantsge  to  Grant  as  the  crip- 
pling of  his  antagonist  in  this  regard,  Genoil 
Butler  considered,  would  be  (dieaply  gaip«d, 
comparatively  speaking,  even  by  the  sacrifica 
of  his  entire  command. 

Kautz  has  been  heard  from.  The  damsge  he 
set  out  to  do  has  been  ftilly  inflicted,  and  bjov 
stubborn  fighting  of  the  enemy  in  our  frost,  i 
f<»rce  which  we  liave  reason  to  believe  is  grett- 
ly  superior  to  our  own,  has  been  kept  eonstiDtly 
busy  south  of  Richmond,  insteaa  of  passttig 
nor&ward  to  reinforce  the  exhausted  and  d^ 
moralized  hordes  opposed  to  Grant 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  troops  were 
greatly  fatigued  after  the  four  days*  iuurd  fight- 
ing prior  to  yesterday,  coupled,  as  the  waitue 
was,  with  the  discomforting  incidents  of  a  per- 
sistent rain,  which  kept  every  shred  of  dothiog 
almost  constantly  drenched,  and  liquefied  the 
clayey  soil  into  a  pasty  mud.  In  this  condition 
the  troops  lay  down  to  rest  on  8unday  night, 
along  the  line  of  intrenchments  which  we  W 
taken  two  days  before.  The  heavens  were  Uack,  | 
and  the  atAiosphere  damp  and  heavv.  At  day- 
break, Monday  morning,  a  thick  u>g  shot  out 
everything  from  view.  A  horse  was  compfotehf 
enveloped  from  sight  a  dozen  yards  away,  hi 
these  bewildering  circumstances,  the  raaned 
enemy  came  up  on  the  right  of  our  line,  which 
was  the  thinnest  place  in  our  position.  Genenl 
Heckman's  iHigade  of  WeitzePs  division,  in  the 
Eighteenth  corps,  whose  bravery  on  maoy  a 
hard-fought  field  has  won  for  them  the  title  of 
''  the  invincibles,**  was  posted  here.  The  sur- 
prise was,  however,  so  oomplete,  that  tiiese  gal- 
lant fellows  were  for  once  and  for  a  moment 
helpless.  The  first  they  knew  of  the  enemy 
upon  them,  was  when  his  fierce  yell  awoke  them 
as  he  dashed  across  the  earthworks  and  turned 
the  flank  of  their  line  of  battle.  General  Heck- 
man's. voice  was  speedily  heard  calUng  upon  bit 


Mai. ( ven  v  c  hakj .ow 


k 


DOCUMENTS. 


409 


men  to  rally,  and  ihey,  answering  the  rebel  veils 
with  Union  cheers,  formed  as  b^t  thej  could  in 
the  horrible  darkness  and  confusion,  when  a 
band-to-hand  contest  followed.  The  assailants 
and  the  assailed  fell  in  heaps  together.  The 
eoemj  at  last,  ontnnmbering  the  gallant  Heck- 
iDtn*B  forces  fiye  to  one,  enyelopedtiie  remnant 
oi  the  brigade,  and  oidered  mem  to  the  rear. 
Resistance,  on  their  part,  was  no  longer  possible. 
All  this  occorred  in  less  time  than  the  reader 
cm  glance  over  what  is  written. 

Meanwhile  the  firing  has  dispelled  sleep  from 
every  eye.  The  most  tired  man  along  tiie  line 
is  now  thoroi^hly  awake,  and  ready  to  do  his 
share' in  battle.  In  tiie  rear  of  Heckman's  brig- 
ade, as  a  resenre,  are  two  regimeiits  of  the  Tenth 
corps,  the  Eighth  Maine,  and  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  New  York,  temporarily  detached  for 
duty  nnder  Weitzel.  They  are  led  by  Colonel 
Drake,  who  brings  them  np  from  the  woods  in 
the  rear  to  the  relief  of  General  Heckman.  They 
make  a  splendid  charge  npon  the  enemy  and 
driye  him  outside  the  fine  of  earthworks.  The 
immediate  effect  of  this  is  to  release  from  three 
to  four  hundred  of  Hednnan's  men,  who  are 
{oisoners.  Heckman  himself,  however,  is  carried 
off.  Again  the  enemy  charge  witii  fresh  troops, 
bst  are  repulsed  and  slaughtered  by  our  men, 
only  to  mah  up  once  more  over  the  dead  and 
dying  with  the  fury  of  demons,  with  still  another 
fine  of  fresh  troops,  to  be  again  dashed  back 
in  confusion.  So  the  battle  raged  on  the  ex- 
treme right — the  Eighth  Maine  and  One  Hundred 
and  Twelfth  New  York  having  received  aid 
from  the  fragments  of  Heckman's  crippled 
force. 

The  attack  was  not  confined  to  the  extreme 
right,  alUiongh  it  was  there  most  determined. 
It  was  simultaneouslv  undertaken  along  our  entire 
Hne  of  two  miles  and  a  half  in  leneth.  On  the  left, 
however,  it  was  scaroelv  more  than  a  feint,  com- 
pared with  tiie  fury  which  characterized  it  on 
the  other  end.  Wistar's  and  Burnham's  bri- 
gades, also  of  Weitzers  division,  were  set  upon 
with  the  same  impetuosity  exhibited  toward 
ffftri^im|T>,  The  rebel  plan  of  massing  brigade 
after  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  hiurling  them 
in  rotation  against  us,  was  here  tried  wim  very 
bad  result  (General  Smith,  with  that  fore- 
thought which  is  characteristic  of  him,  antici- 
patiog  some  such  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
•nemy,  had  ordered  a  large  quantity  of  telegraph 
wire  to  be  intertwisted  among  the  trees  and  un- 
dergrowth  whioh  lay  in  front  of  our  position. 
Wistar  and  Bumham  received  the  order  and 
obeyed  it  Heckman  failed,  unfortunately,  to 
get  it  When,  therefore,  the  rebels  charged 
upon  our  intrenchments  in  the  **  dull  light,"  hun- 
dreds of  them  were  tripped  down  and  unable  to 
teU  the  cause.  As  they  lay  upon  the  ground 
omr  musketry  fire  kept  many  of  them  from  ever 
rising  more.  As  with  the  first  line  so  with  the 
tdcond.  They  met  the  same  Cate.  The  third 
line  fared  no  better,  and  this  simple  agency  of  a 
telegraphic  wire  interlaced  among  the  trees 
played  more  haVoc  in  die  rebel  rauKB  than  any- 


thing else.  The  dead  lay  like  autumn  leaves 
before  the  front  of  Wistar  and  Bumham. 

At  eight  o'clock  tiiere  was  a  cessation  of  the 
fighting ;  at  least  there  was  comparative  quiet- 
ness. The  centre  of  our  line  of  battle,  resting 
on  the  turnpike,  bad  been  comparatively  weak- 
ened bv  moving  forces  toward  the  right,  and 
General  Gillmore,  on  the  left,  was  ordered  by 
General  Butler  to  close  up  the  gap.  Here  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  misapprehension  of  orders. 
Gkneral  Gillmore  understood  that  he  was  com- 
manded to  retire,  instead  of  moving  to  the  weak- 
ened point  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  the 
rebels  on  tibe  extreme  right,  having  gained  a  tem- 
porary advantage  by  again  flanking  our  position^ 
the  whole  line  moved  s!  )\vly  back,  and  reformed 
about  half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  the 
rear.  After  resting  for  a  while,  although  the 
skirmishing  in  front  was  still  quite  heavy,  the 
command  to  advance  was  again  given,  and  the 
movement  forward  was  splendidly  made  en 
edudon.  There  was  not  the  slightest  wavering, 
and  the  enemy  retired  before  us.  The  line  of 
battle  was  once  more  formed  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  position  held  bv  us  at 
tUe  commencement  of  the  fight,  and  when 
the  dead  and  wounded  had  been  cared  for, 
the  order  to  retire  was  given.  The  Eighteenth 
corps  moved  back  first,  and  the  Tenth  brought 
up  the  rear.  The  route  back  to  our  intrench- 
ments was  by  different  roads,  but  everything 
was  conducted  in  an  orderlv  manner,  and 
there  was  no  molestation  on  me  part  of  the 
enemy. 

Ajnong  our  losses  in  the  fight  were  four  guns. 
Three  of  these  pieces  belonged  to  Ashby's  bat- 
tery. They  were  twenty-y»ounder  Parrotts. 
This  battery  supported  Heckman,  and  thirty  of 
the  horses  were  killed  in  the  first  impetuous  at- 
tack of  the  rebels.  Ashby  was  wounded 
slightiy  in  the  head,  and  not  one  of  his  officers 
escaped  a  wound,  tiiough  none  were  seriously 
hurt  Fifteen  of  the  gunners  were  killed.  By 
great  efforts  the  artillerists  brought  off  the  lim- 
bers and  caissons. 

Beige's  First  Rhode  Island  battery,  famous  all 
along  the  coast,  for  the  first  time  lost  a  gun — a 
twelve-pounder  brass  field  piece.  Captain 
Beige  is  reported  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  a 
prisoner.    The  loss  of  the  batterv  was  heavy. 

Hawley's  and  Barton's  brigades,  of  Terry's 
division,  Tenth  corps,  did  the  hardest  fighting 
on  the  left  of  our  Ime.  Both  organizations  suf- 
fered severely. 

We  took  in  all  about  two  hundred  rebels 
prisoners.  Auiong  them  were  several  high  of- 
ficers, a  colonel,  a  major,  and  a  score  or  more 
of  captains  and  lieutenants.  Prisoners  tell  us 
that  on  Sunday  night  they  were  reinforced  by 
three  brigades  from  Richmond,  but  whether 
from  Lee's  army  or  not  we  could  not  determine. 
Bragg  an^  Jeff.  Davis  are  positively  asserted  to 
have  come  from  Richmond  to  be  near  Beaure- 
gard during  the  i^ht 

Maior  Brooks,  Qiief  Engineer  of  General  Gill- 
more%  staf^  slightly  wounded  in  right  arm. 
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Oaptain  Piatt,  of  the  SecoDcl  New-Hampehire, 
was  Killed.  He  was  the  only  ofBcer  killed  of 
tiie  Second,  Tenth,  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  regiments. 

Lieutenant  Wheeler,  of  (General  Heckman's 
stefif,  was  killed. 

''The  fog  was  so  dense  daring  the  early  part  of 
the  fight  that  officers  and  men,  on  bo&i  sides, 
stambled  into  each  other's  lines,  and  veir  many 
amusing  scenes  occurred.  At  one  time  General 
Weitzel  and  his  orderly  got  among  tiie  rebels, 
and  the  latter  was  captur^.  He  caUed  to  Weit- 
zel to  save  him,  which  was  done  by  placing  a 
pistol  at  the  rebel's  head  and  ordering  him  to 
yield  his  musket  to  the  orderly,  by  whom  he 
was  mardied  off.  Tables  of  this  kind  were 
constantly  turned.  General  Butler  was  out  in 
the  thick  tempest  of  rifle-shells.  One  shot  pass- 
ed between  Inm  and  Colonel  Kensett,  one  of  his 
aids.  General  Martindale's  sword  was  struck 
by  a  shrapnel  shot  and  indented  greatly. 

While  tne  fighting  was  going  on  toward  Rich- 
mond, an  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  &e 
enemy  to  attack  in  rear,  by  coming  up  from 
Petersburg.  General  Ames,  of  the  Tenth  corps, 
who  commands  in  that  direction,  gallantly  kept 
them  at  bay  untU  the  order  was  given  to  re- 
tire. 

IkRB  ARMT  CJOBPI,  HBAB  Gmr  PODfZ,  Ta.  ,  \ 

Friday  Evening,  May  i),  lAM.     J 

There  has  been  to-day  a  fierce  and  sangidnary 
battle  on  the  spot  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last 
— the  front  of  the  Third  division  of  this  corps, 
under  General  Ames. 

Our  lino  passes  irr^ularly  from  ike  Appo- 
mattox on  the  left  to  the  James  on  the  right 
The  approachable  spot  was  at  a  single  point  of 
the  line,  in  a  space  of  about  eight  hundred  yards 
in  width  and  tne  same  in  depui. 

The  rebels  had  come  up  in  front  of  the  clear- 
ing, having  followed  us  down  from  Fort  Darling, 
and  had  posted  their  first  guns  in  the  yard  of 
the  Hewlett  House.  This  house  is  behind  a 
fall  in  the  ^ound,  and  at  several  points  along 
the  same  hue  they  have  posted  light  batteries. 
The  clearing  is  wholly  our  own  work,  and  is 
faulty  onlv  in  not  having  been  done  to  a  greater 
extent  One  strip  of  woods  whidi  threatened 
us  with  sharpshooters  on  Thursday  is,  happily, 
now  down ;  but  those  next  the  Hewlett  House 
remain,  and  are  now  beyond  our  power  to 
remove. 

On  Wednesday  night  our  pickets  dug  a  rifle- 
pit  in  front  of  the  rebel  position,  and  about 
eight  hundred  yards  from  our  Hne,  extending  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  into  the  woods  on  our  ri^ht, 
which  yet  stand.  It  was  evident  that  this  pit  is 
invaluable  to  its  possessors,  and  accordingly  the 
rebels  drove  us  out  of'  it  this  morning,  and  the 
struggle  of  to-day  has  been  an  attempt  to  regain 
it,  which  is  so  far  unsuccessful,  although  we 
have  retaken  th«  right  of  it,  which  is  in  the 
woods. 

Last  night  ther«  was  an  alarm  between  eleven 
and  twelve,  and  another  between  two  and  three, 
caused  by  picket  firing.    Both  times  there  was 


skirmishing  and  charging,  but  our  troopt  b^ 
their  pit  The  moon  shone,  setting  just  after 
the  second  alarm,  and  our  old  enemy,  the  fog, 
was  so  thick  that  a  man  could  not  be  distiii- 
guished  at  fifteen  paces,  even  in-a  camp  where 
fires  had  been  burning  all  night  What  mischief 
the  rebels  might  prepare  under  its  cover,  no  one 
knew ;  but  it  was  thought  they  would  try  to 
plant  batteries  in  the  woods  on  the  ri^ht  of  the 
Hewlett  House,  on  the  ground  where  is  now  oar 
section  of  the  rifle^it,  and  further  alarm  was 
looked  for  later  in  the  night,  but  none  came. 

At  nine,  or  thereabout,  the  muskets  began  a 
lively  tjrackle,  and  the  guns  opened  from  Uie 
rebel  position./ Hurrying  to  the  8cene,IToaDd 
the  enetny  had  advanced  and  been  repulsed,  yet 
had  the  nfl^-pit  in  their  possession./  The  whole 
of  the  Ninth  Maine,  with  portions  of  the  Fourth 
New  Hampshure,  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvama,  and 
Ninety-seventh  New  York,  were  occupying  the 
rifle-pit,  the  regiment  first  named  being  nearly 
in  the  centre.  The  rebels  charged  upon  them  with 
their  peculiar  short4ived  enthusiasm  and  their 
yell,  and  were  met  firmly,  and  the  poeitioD 
might  have  been  held  without  difficulty,  had 
not  the  Ninth  Maine  broken  and  fled  to  the 
woods,  thus  permitting  the  Yebels  to  enter  the 

Eit  and  flank  the  remaining  regiments,  compel- 
ng  them  to  retire.  Two  laeutenaata  of  the 
Ninth  Maine,  who  retired  their  men  wiflioot 
orders,  were  brought  this  afternoon  before  Gen- 
eral Ames,  and  b^  him  sent  to  General  Butler, 
who  suminarily  dismissed  one  of  them  from  tiie 
service.  Both  deserve  severe  punishment,  for 
this  unfortunate  affiur  has  cost  hundreds  of  liTes 
to-day,  and  Uireatens  us  with  severe  battles  as 
the  price  of  holding  our  position.  The  rebels 
in  the  pit  and  the  woods  which  yet  stand  next 
the  Hewlett  House,  are  the  twin  sources  of 
apprehension. 

Our  men  once  out  of  the  pit  and  in  retreat, 
the  impetuous  rebels  pursued,  reddessly  eharg- 
ing  into  full  view  in  the  clearing.  Then  onr 
guns,  angry  but  silent  while  they  shelled  away 
at  us  yesterday,  opened  with  spherical  case, 
and  they  tumbled  back  to  their  newly-acquired 
pit 

Now  came  a  momentary  lull,  and  then  tiie 
Third  Regukir  battery,  in  the  left  redoubt  the 
Fourth  New  Jersey  adjoining  it  on  the  right» 
both  facing  the  pit,  and  the  Rrst  Ckmnecticatin 
tiie  elevateid  redoubt  further  to  the  right  PoiDt* 
ing  diagonally  uid  partly  across  it,  opened  fire, 
roaring  without  a  moment's  stop  firom  half-pest 
ten  to  half-past  eleven,  using  at  first  mosth 
spherical  case.  The  practice  was  mainly  ei^ 
lent,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Geneial 
Ames,  most  of  the  shell  bursting  over  the  pit 
Th^  rebel  guns  returned  the  fire,  but  their  alu^ 
counted  hardly  more  than  a  fifth  of  onra,  and 
only  an  insignificant  number  were  struck,  iHiilo 
our  own  &e  was  not  in  the  least  retarded. 
Meanwhile  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Dobbs,  made  a  gallant  and,  as  it  s^med,  impru- 
dent charge  upon  the  pit  on  the  rights  but  w» 
repulsed  when  within  about  ahundred  yards  of 
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the  woriL    Dnriog  this  change  we  tookprisoDer 

Major-General  Walker,  of  ^nth  Carolina,  who 
was  hire  temporarily  in  command  of  a  brigade. 
He  had  his  foot  torn  off  by  a  shell,  and  states 
thit  his  brigade  ran  off  and  left  him  on  the 
fiell. 

The  firing  being  over  for  the  present,  our  men 
coqM  be  seen  huddled  behind  apple  trees  and 
others  in  the  clearing.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  New  York 
rode  airily  out  upon  an  elegantiy-caparisoned 
hoTBe,  against  warning,  when  down  went  the 
horse,  off  went  his  rider  on  foot,  and  soon  after 
a  mao  was  seen  to  crawl  carefully  to  the  animal 
aod  remove  the  trappings,  the  rebels  amusing 
themselyes  by  firing  at  him. 

For  a  raripr  there  was  no  rain,  and  the  day 
was  oppressively  hot.  The  hot  noon  steamed 
awaj,  and  at  half-past  two  our  guns  again  begaa 
to  roar.  Word  was  brought  that  the  left  of  the 
pit  was  empty,  and  soon  the  Ninety-seventh 
FenoBylvania  was  seen  advancing  against  the 
left  of  the  rifle-pit,  in  the  -open  clearing.  Their 
leader  had  misteken  or  not  followed  precisely 
hifl  orders,  and  the  rebels  bad  come  in,  and  sua- 
denly  they  rose  and  poured  upon  the  Ninety- 
eeventh  a  murderous  nre  of  infantry  and  grape, 
and  they  seemed  to  fall  in  swaths.  It  was  a 
sad  sight,  without  help,  but  thev  ran  deperately 
forward,  hesitated,  wavered,  and  ran  back,  all  in 
the  space  of  a  moment  of  time.  MeanwhUe  our 
gxms  were  turned  upon  the  spot,  and  the  fire  of 
the  rebels  rapidly  duninished.  Thenceforward, 
for  something  like  an  hour,  it  was  possible  with 
a  fm  chance  of  impunity  to  sit  upon  tiie  para- 
pet and  watch  our  shells,  although  for  a  time 
rebel  shot  flew  wildly  over  us,  and  the  trees 
flew  into  splinters.  The  clearing  was  now 
nearly  empty  of  men,  but  about  four  o'clock 
word  came  that  Colonel  Howell's  brigade  w4s 
in  the  rifle-pit  on  the  right  Five  o'clock,  and 
musketry  crackled  vigorously  in  the  woods, 
showi^that  Terry's  division  was  contesting 
there  the  right  of  the  pit,  and  the  guns  were 
tamed  in  that  direction.  Theyfirwi  without 
int^ission  until  half-past  five;  then  came  a  lull, 
dnri^  which  the  rebels  could  be  seen  busily 
spading  and  throwing  the  pit  over  the  other 
^y,  while  our  men  repaired  the  embrasures, 
nany  of  which  were  too  narrow,  besides  having 
been  tarn  by  the  guns  themselves. 

ETcnmg  came,  and  all  was  quiet  on  the  front, 
bnt  on  the  extreme  left  we  heard  heavy  firing 
from  eunboata  on  the  Appomattox,  or  from 
Hioki  battery  on  the  other  bank,  shelling  the 
ravine  which  runs  from  the  river  to  the  rebel 
position  here.  The  woods  have  been  so  slashed 
that  the  signal  corps  conununicate  between  the 
redoubts,  and  Tenr's  headquarters  on  the  banks 
of  the  James  are  putinly  visible. 

Oor  losses  to-day  cannot  now  be  estimated. 
In  infantry  fire  they  are  heavy,  and  probably 
exceed  that  of  the  enemy;  but  our  artillery 
pi'ictice  was  good,  the  rebels  being  sometimes 
wen  on  the  run  for  the  woods,  and,  perhaps, 
titos  we  have  restored  the  Indance  of  dea^.   A 


few  casualties  occurred  from  our  own  guns. 
Not  a  musket  shot  was  fired  from  our  works. 

Some  shells  of  the  Third  artillery  failed  to 
explode  this  afternoon.  One  or  two  were  ex- 
amined and  found  to  be  filled  with  harmless 
plaster. 

Saturday,  seven  a.  m. — ^Firing  on  the  left  con- 
tinued far  into  the  night  Our  lotteries  have  just 
begun  to  fire  again  slowly,  and  the  pit  must,  be 
re^en  to-dav  at  whatever  cost,  for  its  loss  will 
be  the  loss  of  our  position  on  the  Peninsula. 

I>  m  WooM  Back  or  Bkimuda  Hmnnoo),  I 
Ymonai,  May  26,  1864.     } 

Things  are  not  working  nor  promising  alto- 
gether well  just  now,  m  Genersd  Butler's  com- 
mand. For  more  than  a  week  past  the  whole 
army  here  has  been  as  good  aa  shut  up  within 
its  intrenchments  back  of  Bermuda  Hundred, 
and,  instead  of  prosecuting  a  sie^e  ag^ainst  Rich- 
mond or  Fort  Darling,  is  itself  faorly  under 
siege.  Meanwhile  the  enemy  has  recovered 
possession  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersbui]^ 
railroad,  and  is  evidently  running  trains  over  it 
day  and  night,  his  locomotive  whistles  being 
audible  within  our  intrenchments.  This  is  an 
ugly  set-back  from  the  state  of  things  that  ex- 
isted, and  from  the  prospect  with  which  we 
were  cheering  ourselves  a  little  more  than  a 
week  aso.  I,  for  one,  am  not  happy — not  alto- 
gether happy — in  tiie  change.  But  there  is  no 
use  di^uisine  the  fact,  and  I  can  anticipate  no 
good  from  the  loyal  public  being  under  a  de- 
lusion in  regs^d  to  the  matter.  1110  prevailing 
opinion  here  is,  that  General  Butler  has  made 
one  or  two  capital  mistakes.  He  is  indeed  a 
strong  man,  a  very  strong  man,  and  a  glorious 
good  fellow  in  the  right  place ;  but  many  a 
good  and  tnie  man  among  us  doubts  seriously 
whether  his  right  place  be  to  have  command  of 
military  operations  in  the  field.  I  suppose  that 
nobody  will  pretend  that  General  Butler  was 
educated  a  soldier.  And  it  seems  tolerably 
clear  that  he  was  not  bom  one.  Such  being 
the  case,  I  do  not  well  see  how  he  can  be  rea- 
sonably expected  to  show  much  mastership  in 
a  soldier's  work.  Probably  there  is  no  man 
now  living  in  the  United  States  who  can  justly 
claim  to  have  been  bom  a  soldier;  but  we 
have  quite  a  number  who  have  been  educated 
soldiers,  and  some  of  these,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, are  turning  out  pretty  good  ones.  I  must 
think,  too,  that  we  have  had  enough  of  under- 
taking to  extemporize  military  leaders  out  of 
civilians,  however  capable  these  may  be  in  their 
proper  walks.  And  it  seems  raUier  unfortunate, 
to  say  the  least,  that  in  matters  purely  military 
the  judgments  of  some  of  our  best  military  men 
should  still  be  liable  to  be  overruled  and  set 
aside  by  civilian  conmianders. 

For  a  due  explanation  of  certain  things  already 
stated  I  must  go  back  a  little. 

Up  to  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  15th,  the 
whole  movement  of  this  army,  in  all  its  parts 
and  particulars,  had  been  a  complete  success. 
The    sudden  departure   of  the   troops  from 
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Gloucester  Point  and  Fortress  Monroe;  their 
passage  np  the  James;  their  landing  at  Ber- 
muda Hundred  ;  their  advance  to  a  position  some 
six  miles  beyond  that  place,  and  intrenching 
themselves  there ;  their  pushing  on  some  three 
miles  further,  fighting  their  way  to  the  railroad, 
and  their  thorough,  though  temporary,  disable- 
ment of  the  road  for  several  miles ;— all  this, 
accomplished  within  the  brief  space  of  six 
days,  was  fuU  of  encouragement,  and  the  wisest 
tongues  among  us  were  fluent  in  praise  of  it 
The  enterprise  seemed  both  judicious  in  the 
conception,  and  swift  and  strong  in  the  execu- 
tion. "A  superb  piece  of  work,"  was  Uie 
thought  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  alL  General 
Butler  received  ample  credit  for  the  operation ; 
his  popularity  among  the  troops  was  very 
great ;  wherever  he  made  his  appearance,  cheers 
and  benedictions  •  greeted  him  full  and  free. 
What  made  all  this  still  better  was,  that  while 
the  troops  had  been  thus  fighting  successfully 
with  the  rebels  directly  in  front,  General  Kautz, 
with  his  cavalry,  had  executed  a  grand  raid 
round  to  the  south  of  Petersburg,  playing  the 
mischief  with  the  railroads  leading  from  that 
place  to  Suffolk  and  Weldon.  Nor  did  our  suc- 
cess stop  there.  On  the  morning  of  Thursday 
the  twelfth,  the  army,  after  a  rest  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  began  another  advance  in  full  force  ; 
General  Kautz  setting  forth  about  the  same 
time  on  another  raid,  to  break  up  the  railroad 
between  Richmond  and  Danvilfe.  This  advance 
of  the  army  was  crowded  with  still  more  im- 
portant success. 

General  Smith,  with  the  Eighteenth  corps, 
held  our  right,  toward  the  river,  and  General 
Gillmore,  with  two  divisions  of  th^  Tenth  corps, 
Terry's  and  Turner's,  held  our  left;  his  third 
division,  under  Genend  Ames,  being  left  in  the 
rear  of  the  main  body,  to  act  as  a  corps  of  ob- 
servation against  any  approaches  of  the  enemy 
from  Petersburg.  Slowly  and  steadily  the 
army  fought  its  way  onward  toward  Richmond, 
though  not  aUttle  impeded,  meanwhile,  by  a 
drenching  rain.  Before  Friday  night,  Gillmore 
had  succeeded  in  turning  the  right  of  the 
enemy's  outermost  line  of  defences  on  the  hither 
side  of  Richmond.  This  is  a  strong  line  of 
earthworks,  its  east  end  abutting  on  the  river, 
where  it  connects  with  the  system  of  fortifica- 
tions on  what  is  called  Drury's  Blufif.  Westward 
the  line  extends  upward  of  three  miles,  crossing 
the  railroad,  and  of  course  commanding  both 
tiiat  and  also  the  fine  Macadam  turnpike,  which 
runs  about  midway  between  the  railroad  and 
river.  Before  Saturday  night,  the  whole  western 
portion  of  the  line,  for  nearly  three  miles,  had 
been  carried  and  was  fi^nly  held  by  Gillmore, 
the  enemy  charging  fiercely  upon  him,  but 
meeting  with  a  decisive  repulse.  ^  General 
Smith,  meanwhile,  had  approached  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
line,  which  being  too  strong  to  be  carried  by 
.  assault,  preparations  were  forthwith  set  on  foot 
for  oairying  it  by  siege.  To  this  end,  the 
engineers  of  the  Tenth  corps,  the  veterans  of 


old  Wagner  and  Gregg,  and  known  asS^reH'i 
New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  were  imme- 
diately ordered  to  the  front  with  their  took,  - 
and  the  siege  train  was  started  forward.  Moo- 
day  morning  the  siege  work  was  to  begin  in 
good  earnest. 

Gillmore,  having  thus  firmly  planted  himself 
within  the  enemy  %  worics,  was  dear  and  decided 
in  the  opinion  that  the  army  should  go  ncht  to 
intrenching  its  position.  The  line,  whidi  had 
been  captured,  of  course,  needed  a  little  engi- 
neering, to  give  it  a  practicable  front  the  otirar 
way,  and  thus  make  it  available  as  a  base  against 
the  enemy's  other  works.  He  sent  an  earoMt 
recommendation  to  General  Butler  in  that  belialL 
General  Butler,  who  was  present,  and  ooounand- 
ine  the  army  in  person,  would  not  listen  to  it 
When  it  was  ui^ged  upon  him,  with  not  a  litde 
persistencpr  of  argument,  he  set  it  aside  peremp- 
torily, saying  that  the  movement  was  purely  u 
ofifensive  one,  and  that  he  would  not  stop  for 
any  defensive  work.  Tet  it  was  dear  enough 
that  the  proposal  did  not  necessarily  involve 
any  loss  of  time ;  it  only  required  that  a  portion 
of  the  troops  should  be  at  woork,  who  would 
otherwise  have  a  time  of  rest  General  Butla 
seems  to  have  had  an  odd  sort  of  fear,  lest  the 
ofifensive  character  of  the  movement  should  be 
somehow  compromised  by  stooping  to  defen- 
sive measures.  I  suppose  it  is  not  too  mnch  to 
say  that  this  was  a  fatal  mistake.  And  it  was, 
surely,  a  most  unmilitary  proceeding.  For  the 
life  of  the  enterprise  manifestly  depended  on 
our  keeping  the  advantages  we  bad  gained. 
And  the  obstinacy  with  which  the  rebds  had 
disputed  our  progress,  showed  what  a  high 
value  they  set  upon  the  ground  whenoe  we  bad 
driven  them.  So  that  the  whole  military  reason 
of  the  case  clearly  indicates  that  no  pains  should 
be  spared,  no  possible  precautions  omitted,  for 
strengthening  and  securing  our  position. 

Monday  morning  found  both  armies  enveloped 
in  a  fog  so  thick  that  you  could  scarce  distinguiah 
a  man  five  yards  ofif.  Under  cover  of  this  log 
the  rebels,  at  a  very  early  hour,  came  upon 
us  in  strong  force,  and  were  almost  UteFally  in 
our  midst  ^fore  we  knew  it,  their  first  attack 
being  on  our  left,  which,  however,  was  quiddj 
repuked,and  was  probably  intended  as  a  feint 
Soon  after,  they  came  with  prodigioos  force 
against  our  right  Heckman's  brigade,  which 
held  our  extreme  right,  was  quickly  driTen 
back,  thrown  into  conuision,  and  a  lai^e  part  of 
it  captured,  induding  the  gallant  Heckman  him- 
self. Following  up  his  success,  the  enemy  com- 
pletely turned  us  in  that  quarter,  doubled  up  a 
portion  of  our  line  on  itsdf,  and  even  penetrated 
so  far  as  to  command  the  turnpike  in  our  rear, 
over  which  a  part  of  our  army  had  advanced. 
On  the  whole,  matters  were  drawing  ihto  a 
pretty  critical  shape.  B^  this  time,  however, 
the  fog  had  begun  to  lift,  and  General  SmiUi 
had  succeeded  in  restoring  order  among  his 
troops  and  getting  them  in  trim  for  good 
work. 

Still  our  left)  under  GiUmore,  stuck  fast  to  its 
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phoe  within  tha  eDemy*8  works,  and  ahowedno 
aiapositi<m  to  bndge  an  inch,  thongh  the  enemy 
wiB  aasanhing  it  with  great  vi^or  and  resolution. 
Gtllmore  was  of  opinion,  that  if  be  held  his  end 
of  the  line  firmly  where  it  stood,  the  enemy 
woold  soon  be  foroed  to  reHnqnish  the  advan- 
li^  he  had  gained  at  the  other  end ;  especially 
IS,  ID  the  meantime,  Smith  might  make,  as  in- 
deed he  did  make,  the  pboe  too  hot  for  him ; 
iBsomncfa  that  his  very  advantage  was  likely  to 
beoome  his  adversity.  Things  standing  thus, 
or  moving  thus,  Gknerai  fiatler  sent  to  Gilhnore 
orderifli^  him  to  withdraw.  Fillmore  was  very 
rehtetuit  to  do  this,  as  he  i^  in  it  notiung  less 
than  perdition  to  the  whm  enterprise;  he, 
therefore,  still  lingered,  hoping  the  commander 
would  see  cause  to  waive  or  suspend  the  order. 
Bstit  was  not  long  before  a  second  and  more 
peremptovy  message  reached  him,  orderii^  him 
to  retire  isnnediately.  This,  of  coarse,  lert  him 
no  choice ;  and  he,  therefore,  withdrew  i^wly 
and  in  perfect  order,  bringing  off  everything  ex- 
cept some  of  bis  killed,  and  took  up  a  position 
00  elevated  ground,  some  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
this  side  of  the  place  he  had  left  Here  be  effec- 
toaUy  covered  the  retreat  of  the  army,  which 
vas  gradiudly  wi&drawn,  and  before  sleeping- 
iiffle  all  were  back  within  their  intrenchments 
at  Bermuda  Hundred. 

Meanwhile,  information  came,  by  a  Richmond 
paper,  that  General  Kautz  had  succeeded  per- 
fecdy  in  his  undertaking,  makine  havoc  of  the 
Danville  railroad  at  a  pkce  caUed  Coal  Mines, 
aod  also  blowing  up  the  bridge  over  the  Appo- 
mattox, an  iron  structure,  upward  of  tnree 
kaodred  feet  long.  So  that  thus  fat  the  move- 
ment was  a  success,  the  enemy  having  been 
tiioToughly  occupied  while  Kautz  did  his  work ; 
whkh  was  doubtless  one  of  the  leading  pur- 
poses of  Greneral  Butler  in  ordering  tbe  ad- 
vance. As  to  the  rest,  the  movement  was  a 
fiukre,  and  a  bad  failure  too,  inasmuch  as  it  put 
the  enemy  in  full  possession  of  the  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  railroad,  from  which  there  seems 
little  prospect  of  driving  him  again  for  the  pres- 
ent General  Gillmore,  and  ouier  pretty  Kood 
Military  heads,  thought  at  the  time,  as  indeed 
they  still  think,  that  apart  from  the  Commander's 
positive  order,  there  was  no  necessity  of  leav- 
ing his  position  within  the  enemy's  works — 
utt  tiiose  works  might  be  held,  and,  with 
proper  engineering,  made  effective  against  the 
ibdifications  of  Dniry*s  Bluff,  which,  no  doubt, 
are  the  key  to  Richmond  on  this  side,  as  the 
reduction  of  them  would  open  the  river  to  Ad- 
mxraJ  Lee. 

For  the  last  eig^t  days,  the  arm^,  when  not 
at  rest,  baa  been  mainly  occupied  m  finishing 
op  and  enlarging  the  defences  of  this  place. 
The  principal  work  is  a  huge  line  of  intronch- 
onnts,  composed  of  earth  and  logs,  and  extend- 
ing nearly  from  river  to  river,  a  distance  of 
about  three  miles.  Both  ends  of  the  line  are 
covered  by  gunboats.  The  line  is  not  far  from 
six  mileB  back  of  the  landing-place  called  Ber- 


mrnda  Hundred,  which  is  on  the  point  of  land 
f<»med  b^  the  junction  of  the  James  and  Appo- 
mattox nvers,  so  that  the  space  now  occupied 
by  the  army  is  of  a  peninsular  shape.  Most  of 
it  is  covered  with  thick  woods,  though  we  find 
here  and  there  openings  of  considerable  extent, 
which  appear  to  be  slovenly  and  lazily  cultiva- 
ted by  a  sort  of  third  or  fourth  rate  farmers,  or, 
in  the  Virginia  dialect,  planters.  I  have  made 
a  little  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  natives. 
The  first  thing  I  learn  from  them  generally  is 
that  they  have  a  pedigree. 

The  railroad  is  about  three  miles  in  front  of 
our  main  line  of  intrenchments ;  too  far  to  be 
reached  by  our  guns ;  besides^be  woods  are  so 
thick  that  we  cannot  see  it  The  enemy  have  a 
considerable  force  in  our  front ;  how  large  I 
cannot  say.  Well,  our  intrenchments  are  pretty 
strong  ;  so  strong,  indeed,  that,  well  manned  as 
they  now  are,  I  itkink  we  may  safely  laugh  to 
scorn  almost  any  force  the  enemy  may  pit 
directly  against  ns,  for  the  ground  sil  along  our 
front  is  anything  but  a  lovely  place  to  manoeuvre 
an  army  in.  Some  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  our 
breastworks  we  have  a  line  of  rifle-pits.  The 
rebels  have  made  several  pretty  fierce  attempts 
to  oust  us  from  these  and  turn  them  against  us. 
Last  Fi-idav  morning  thev  did  force  us  from  a 
c(5nsiderable  portion  of  them. 

In  the  afternoon,  Colonel  Howell,  a  regular  old 
war-horse,  and  one  of  the  finest  gentlemen  you 
ever  saw,  who  commands  a  brigade  of  General 
Terry's  division,  Tenth  corps,  was  thrown 
aeainst  the  intruders  ;  and  his  brave  boys  soon 
cleared  the  rascals  out  Several  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  among  them  Brigadier-General  Wil- 
liam S.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  was  broueht  in, 
badly  wounded.  I  had  an  interview  with  him 
the  next  morning;  found  him  a  good-looking 
and  well-spoken  man ;  his  age,  I  should  think, 
about  forty.  He  told  me  he  was  a  nephew  of 
Robert  J.  Walker,  who  was  his  guardian  from 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  said  that  the  day 
before  he  would  have  preferred  to  die,  but  that 
he  felt  much  better  now,  as  everythine  was 
done,  that  could  be  done,  for  his  health  and  com- 
fort 

I  told  General  Walker  that  I  believed  there 
was  no  disposition  among  us  to  treat  otherwise 
than  with  all  kindness,  any  wounded  and  suffer- 
ing man  who  might  fkll  into  our  hands.  His 
eyes  filled  with  tears  at  these  words.  He  told 
me  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
When  first  taken,  his  behavior  was  rather  sav- 
age and  fierce,  but  when  I  saw  him  he  was  very 
gentie  and  subdued.  I  felt  no  little  interest  in 
him.  His  leg  had  been  amputated,  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  confident  he  should  recover. 
This,  however,  I  understand,  is  rather  doubtful. 
While  talking  with  him,  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing whether  he  knew,  what  I  had  been  well 
assured  of,  that  right  hero,  in  several  instances, 
the  rebel  bloodhounds  had  been  seen  murdering 
our  wounded  men  whom  they  found  lying  help- 
less before  them. 
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THE  ATTACK  ON  FORT  POWHATAN. 
BBADQUJutnsfl  or  Gbobui.  Butubb,  May  36,  IWk 

General  Wilde  is  in  command  at  WiLson's 
wharf,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James.  He  has 
a  garrison,  all  negroes,  with  artillery  belonging 
to  the  colored  battery  raised  by  General  Butler. 
Wilson's  wharf  implies  more  than  the  name 
suggests.  The  wharf  is  one  thing  ;  the  ai^acent 
coimtry  quite  another.  The  bluff  rises  some- 
what abruptly,  and  then  there  is  level  iand. 
Hereon  our  line  was  estabUshed,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  thanks  to  the  never- 
tiring  energy  of  colored  soldiers,  has  been  well 
fortiled. 

Yesterday  about  noon,  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  now 
Kajor-General  and  commanding  the  cavalry  of 
the  Confederate  army,  vice  Stuart,  killed  bv 
Sheridan's  men,  appeared  before  the  place  with 
thousands  of  the  Southern  chivaliT'.  With 
the  courtesy  of  a  Fitz  Hugh,  the  characteristics 
of  a  gentlemen,  and  the  arrogance  of  the  south- 
ern planter,  F.  H.  L.,  Major-General,  sent  into 
our  lines  and  demanded  a  surrender,  promising 
that  in  case  his  request  or  demand  was  complied 
with,  the  garrison  should  be  sent  to  the  authori- 
ties at  Richmond  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  if 
refused  he  would  not  be  answerable  for  the 
result.  Chivalrous  gentleman  I  shrewd  finanoier 
of  lives  I  Did  you  not  know  that  the  "  authori- 
ties at  Richmond"  had  by  public  manifesto 
refused  to  recognize  negroes  as  prisoners  of 
war  ?  Was  it  not  plain  to  your  intelligent  mind 
that  under  this  refusal  these  negroes  could  be 
again  placed  in  bondage  by  those  authorities, 
provided  they  should,  by  a  special  interposition 
of  divine  Providence,  escape  butehery  at  the 
hands  of  your  gentlemen  comrades  ? 

General  Wilde  replied,  ''  We  will  try  Ihai." 
And  the  fight  commenced.  At  first  it  raged 
fiercely  on  the  left  The  woods  were  riddled 
with  bidlets.  The  dead  and  wounded  of  the 
rebels  were  taken  away  from  this  part  of  the 
field,  but  I  am  informed  by  one  accustomed  to 
judge,  and  who  went  over  the  field  to-day,  that 
from  the  pools  of  blood  and  other  evidences 
the  loss  must  have  been  severe.  Finding  that 
the  left  could  not  be  broken,  Fitz  Hugh  hurled 
his  chivalry— dismounted,  of  course — upon  the 
right.  Steadily  they  came  on,  through  obstruc- 
tions, slashing  through,  past  abattis,  without 
wavering.  Here  one  of  the  advantages  of  negro 
troops  was  made  apparent.  They  obeyed  orders, 
and  bided  their  time.  When  well  tangled  in 
the  abattis,  the  death-warrant  "Fire"  went 
forth.  Southern  chivalry  quailed  before  North- 
em  balls,  though  fired  by  negro  hands.  YoDey 
after  volley  was  rs^ined  upon  the  superior  by  the 
inferior  race,  and  the  chivalry  broke  and  tried 
to  run.  The  fight  lasted  till  about  five  o'clock, 
when  hostilities  ceased.  General  Wilde  directed 
the  operations  in  person,  and  made  preparations 
to  renew  the  fieht,but  during  the  night  the 
chivaliy  imitated  the  Orientals,  as  told  in  the 
Bong,  and 

<t  poided  their  tents  like  tbe  Arabs, 
And  BilenUf  stole  kwmj," 


General  Wilde  is  an  erUhusiastim  the  subject 
of  colored  troops.  He  firmly  believes  that  a 
white  man,  in  course  of  time  and  by  strict  diad- 
pline,  can  be  made  as  good  a  soldier.  He  has 
the  most  implicit  confidence  in  his  troops,  and 
so  hAve  they  in  him.  General  Hinks,  who  com- 
mands the  colored  division,  took  it  by  prefer- 
ence. There  are  those  who  affect  to  despise 
n^ro  troops,  and  say  they  cannot  be  trusted  id 
positions  of  respousibilify,  or  in  an  emeigeDcy. 
Talking  with  a  Regular  Army  officer,  who  entef- 
tains  many  of  these  prejodioee,  he  admitted  that 
with  good  officen  the  negroes  would  make 
good  soldiers.  .^Mld  adage,  and  true  of  usj 
men  of  any  color.^ 

On  the  right  of  the  line,  at  Wilson's  whari, 
between  twenty  and  thirty  dead  rebds  wen 
found,  among  them  Major  Brickenner,  of  the 
Second  Virginia  cavalry.  Their  total  loss  was 
one  hundred  and  fifty ;  nineteen  prisoners  were 
taken.  Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  twenlj 
wounded. 


Doa  78. 
GENERAL  THOMAS'  OFFICIAL  BEPOBX. 


EuADfuoAaanm  DmxcMMsn  or  n 

NisarauB,  June  1,  1866. 


} 

Qemkbal  :  I  have  Uie  honor  to  report  the 
operations  of  my  command  from  the  date  of 
the  last  report  made  by  me,  January  20,  as  fol- 
lows :* 

General  A.  J.  Smithes  corps,  at  that  p^iod, 
was  with  me  at  Eastport,  Mississippi ;  four  di- 
visions of  General  Wilson's  cavalry  were  en- 
camped on  the  opposite  or  north  hank  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  at  Waterloo  and  Gravdly 
Springs,  Alabama,  and  the  Fourth  corps,  Mwor- 
Cfeneral  Stanley  commanding,  was  stationea  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama^  This,  with  the  ordinary 
garrisons  of  the  country,  composed  my  com- 
mand. 

The  General-in-chief  of  the  army  having  giveo 
up  the  intention  of  my  continuing  the  campaign 
against  the  enemy  in  Mississippi  and  Alabain, 
I  received  an  order  by  telegraph  from  Major- 
General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  to  send  General 
A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  five  tiiousand  of 
General  Wilson's  cavalry  by  river,  to  report  to 
Major-General  C^by,  at  New  Orleans,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  part  in  an  expedition  at  that 
time  preparing  to  operate  against  Mobile. 
Smith's  corps  started  from  Eastport  on  the  sixth 
of  February,  and  Knipe's  division  of  cavahry  left 
Nashville  on  tiie  twelfth. 

About  the  period  of  the  departure  of  ftnith's 
corps  information  was  received,  through  various 
sources,  to  the  effect  that  part  of  the  shattered 
remnants  of  Hood's  army,  viz.,  Qieatham's  and 
Lee's  corps,  where  on  their  way  from  Missis- 
sippi to  South  Carolina,  moving  via  Selma  and 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  reinforce  that  por- 
tion of  the  enemy's  army  operating  agaiDst 

*  Sea  page  8M,  onCs. 
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General  Sbennan.  There  remained  in  Central 
Ifianssippi,  under  General  Taylor,  bnt  one  corps 
of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  about  fteven  thoo- 
nnd  of  Forrest's  cavalry,  the  headquarters  of 
the  cooimand  bein^  at  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

On  the  sixth  of  February  a  communication 
was  received  from  Lieutenant<}eneral  Grant, 
directing  an  expedition,  commanded  by  General 
Stoneman,  to  be  sent  from  East  Tennessee  to 
penetrate  North  Carolina,  and  well  down  to- 
jtrd  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  to  destroy  the 
memfs  railroads  and  military  resources  in  that 
section,  and  visit  a  portion  of  the  State  beyond 
the  control  or  reach  of  General  Sherman's 
oohnnn.  Ab  the  movement  was  to  be  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  destruction,  directfbns  were 
giroi  General  Stoneman  to  evade*  any  heavy 
eogagements  with  the  enemy's  forces. 

Again,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February,  General 
Giant  tel^raphed  me  to  prepare  a  cavalry  ex- 
,  pedition,  about  ten  tiiousand  strong,  to  pene- 
trate Northern  Alabama,  acting  as  a  co-operative 
force  to  the  movement  on  Mobile  by  General 
Ouby.  Before  leavine  Eastport,  Mississippi, 
I  had  directed  (jreneral  Wilson  to  get  his  corn- 
Band  in  readiness  for  just  such  a  campaign,  of 
whidithe  above  was  simply  an  outline— my 
iDBtniotions  beine  for  him  to  move  on  Tusca- 
k)oea,  Sehna,  and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and 
to  capture  those  places  if  possible,  after  ac- 
oooplishing  which,  he  was  to  operate  against 
By  of  tiie  enemy's  forces  in  the  direction  of 
MuBiBsippi,  Mobile,  or  Macon,  as  circumstances 
Eught  demand.  The  bad  state  of  the  roads,  com- 
bined with  the  condition  of  the  horses  of  his 
o(«uttand  after  completing  the  severe  campaign 
in  pnnuit  of  Hood,  prevented  any  movement 
for  Uw  time  being,  and  it  was  onlv  on  the 
ttreo^-second  of  March  that  GenenJ  Wilson, 
vith  Upton*s,  Ix)ng's,  and  McCook's  divisions, 
tDoki  leave  Qiickasaw,  Alabama.  Hatch's  di- 
▼iaoQ  remained  at  Eas^rt,  Mississippi,  and  R. 
W.  Johnson's  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  it  not  being 
poisibleto  mount  them  fully,  to  hold  the  coimtry 
ad  prevent  guerrilla  depredations. 

When  General  Sherman  was  organizing  his 
siBj  for  its  march  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  in 
Korember,  he  issued  an  order  directing  me  to 
wnme  control  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Military 
Dirision  of  the  Mississippi  not  present  with  him 
ad  the  main  army  in  (ieorgia.  Bayded  on  that 
order,  all  \he  operations  of  the  troops  within 
&e  Hmits  of  the  above-mentioned  military  divi- 
ibnhaye,  during  the  interval,  been  made  under 
ttj  immediate  direction,  and  I  have  been  held 

Tisible  for  their  faithful  execution, 
the  thirtieth  of  March  General  Wilson's 
cmbv  reached  Elyton,  after  an  extremely 
^ifinut,  toilsome,  and  exhaustive  march,  on  ao- 
flDont  of  bad  roads,  swollen  streams,  and  the 
nigh  nature  of  the  country,  which  had  also 
Wen  almost  entirely  stripped  of  all  subsistence 
far  man  or  beast  At  Elyton  Croxton's  brigade, 
tf  McCook's  division,  was  detached  and  sent  to 
<^tiire  and  destroy  Tuscaloosa,  and  then  march 
to  rejoin  the  main  body  near  Sdma. 


With  the  remainder  of  his  oommand.  General 
Wilson  pushed  rapidly  forward  to  Montevallo, 
where  he  destroyea  five  extensive  iron  works, 
and  other  valuable  property.  On  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  found  in 
force,  attacked,  routed,  and  pursued  through 
Flantersville,  leaving  in  our  possession  three 
pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prison- 
ers. At  three  p.  m.  on  the  second  of  April  €^en- 
eral  Wilson  reached  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Selma,  and  rapidly  formed  Upton's  and  Long's 
divisions  to  attack  the  defences  of  the  town — 
Long  attacking  on  the  Summerfield  road,  and 
Upton  across  a  swamp  deemed  impassable  by 
the  enemy.  Dismounting  two  regiments  from 
each  of  the  brigades 'of  Colonels  Miller  and 
Minty,  General  Long  and  those  two  officers 
gallantly  leading  their  men  in  person,  charged 
across  an  open  field  five  hundred  yards  wide, 
over  a  stockade  which  they  tore  up  as  thev 
passed,  through  the  ditch,  and  over  the  enemy^ 
parapets,  sweeping  everything  before  them. 
Our  loss  was  forty-six  killed  and  two  hundred 
wounded ;  Colonel  Dodds,  Fourth  Ohio,  among 
the  former,  and  General  Long  and  Colonels 
Miller  and  McCormick  among  die  latter.  Gen- 
eral Upton  met  with  less  resistance  than  Long 
—entered  the  enemy's  works  and  the  town- 
capturing  many  prisoners.  In  the  darkness  and 
confusion  following  the  assault  Generals  Forrest, 
Buford,  Adams,  Armstrong,  and  others,  made 
their  escape.  Lieutenant-General  Dick  Taylor 
had  left  earlier  iu  the  afternoon.  As  the  fruits 
of  the  victory,  however,  there  remained  twenty- 
six  guns  and  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  besides  large  amounts  of  ordnance 
and  other  property  of  great  value.  Twenty- 
live  thousand  bales  of  cottop  had  already  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

General  Wilson  remained  at  Selma  from  the 
second  to  the  tenth  of  April,  resting  his  com- 
mand and  completing  the  destruction  of  the  im- 
mense workshops,  arsenals,  and  foundries,  and 
waiting  for  Croxton  to  rejoin  from  his  expedi- 
tion to  Tuscaloosa,  it  having  been  ascertained, 
through  die  enemy,  that  be  captured  Tuscaloosa, 
and  was  moving  to  Selma  pia  Eutaw.  On  the 
tenth  General  Wilson  crossed  the  Alabama  river 
and  moved  toward  Montgomery,  receiving  the 
surrender  of  that  town,  without  a  contest,  on 
die  twelfth.  The  enemy  burned  eighty-five 
thousand  bales  of  cotton  before  evacuating.  At 
Montgomery  five  steamboats,  several  loco- 
motives, one  armory,  and  several  foundries  were 
destroyed. 

On  die  fourteenth  operations  were  resumed 
by  Uptoa's  division  moving  through  Mount 
Meigs  and  Tuskeeee  toward  Columbus,  Geor- 
ge, and  Colonel  La  Grange,  with  three  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade,  of  McCook's  division, 
marching  along  the  raikoad  t)  West  Point,  via 
Opeliko. 

On  the  sixteenth.  General  Upton,  with  about 
four  hundred  dismounted  men,  assaulted  and 
carried  the  breastworks  of  Columbus,  saving,  by 
the  impetuosity  of  his  attacks,  the  bridges  over 
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tiio  Chattahochee,  and  capturing  fifir^wo  field 
guns  in  position,  besides  twelve  hnndred  pris- 
oners. The  rebel  ram  "  Jackson,"  nearly  readj 
for  seat  and  carrying  an  armament  of  six  seven- 
inch  guns,  fell  into  our  hands  and  was  destroyed, 
as  well  as  the  navy-yard,  foundries,  the  arsenal 
and  the  armory,  sword  and  pistol  factory,  ac- 
coutrements, shops,  paper-mills,  four  cotton  fac* 
tories,  fifteen  locomotives,  two  hundred  cars, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  cotton,  fdl  of  which 
were  burned.  The  same  day,  the  sixteenth  c^ 
April,  La  Grange  captured  Fort  Taylor,  at  West 
Point,  above  Columbus,  on  the  Chattahochee, 
after  assaulting  it  on  three  sides,  the  defence 
Veing  stubborn.  Three  hundred  prisoners,  three 
guns,  and  several  battle-flags  were  taken,  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  supplies. 

On  the  eighteenth  the  march  toward  Macon 
was  resumed,  Minty's  (late  Long's)  division  lead- 
ing. By  a  forcea  march,  the  oridges  across 
Hint  river,  fifty-four  miles  from  Columbus,  were 
secured,  compelling  the  al^mdonment  by  ^e 
eneihy  of  five  field-guns  and  a  large  amount  of 
machinery  ;  forty  prisoners  were  captured,  and 
two  cotton  factories  destroyed.  At  six  p.  m.  on 
the  twentieth  of  April,  the  authorities  of  Macon, 
under  protest,  surrendered  the  city  to  the  Seven- 
teenth Indiana,  Colonel  Minty's  advance  regi- 
ment, claiming,  under  the  provisions  of  an 
armistice  then  reported  existing  between  the 
forces  of  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  that 
the  capture  was  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war. 
General  Wilson,  not  being  at  hand  when  the 
surrender  was  made,  when  the  case  was  repojcted 
to  him,  with  admirable  good  judgment,  declined 
to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  claim  asserted. 
as  the  city  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  oue 
of  his  subordinates  before  he  (General  Wilson) 
could  be  advised  of  the  existence  of  an  armis- 
tice, and  he  therefore  held  as  prisoners  of  war 
Maior-Generals  Howell  Cobb  and  G.  W.  Smith, 
and  Brigadier-Generals  Mackall,  Robertson,  and 
Mercer.  On  the  twenty-first,  Gkneral  Wilson 
was  notified  by  General  Sherman,  from  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  over^the  enemy's  telegraph 
wires,  and  through  the  headquarters  of  General 
Joseph  Johnston,  that  the  reported  armistice 
was  a  reality,  and  that  he  was  to  cease  further 
operations. 

To  return  to  General  Stoneman's  expedition 
from  East  Tennessee.  Owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  animals  for  his  command,  and  the 
bad  condition  of  the  roads.  General  Stoneman 
was  only  enabled  to  start  from  Knoxville  about 
the  twentieth  of  March,  simultaneously  with 
General  Wilson's  departure  from  Chickasaw, 
Alabama.  In  the  meantime  General  Sherman 
bad  captured  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  was 
moving  northward  into  North  Carolina.  About 
this  period  reports  reached  me  of  the  possibility 
of  the  evacuation  of  Lee's  army  at  Richmond 
and  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  in  that  event,  of 
bis  forcing  a  passage  through  East  Tennessee 
via  Lynchburg  and  Knoxville.  To  guard  against 
tiiat  contingency,  Stoneman  was  sent  toward 
I^chburg  to  destroy  tiie  raikoad  and  military 


reeourees  of  that  section,  and  of  Western  North 
Carolina.  The  Fourth  Army  Corps  was  orderad 
to  move  from  Huntsville,  Alabama,  as  &r  np  into 
East  Tennessee  as  it  could  supply  itself,  r6pai^ 
ing  the  raihroad  as  it  advanced,  forming,  in  ooii* 
junction  with  Tilson's  division  of  infaaliy, 
a  strong  support  for  (General  Stoneman'i  cvh 
airy  column,  m  case  it  should  find  more  of  the 
enemy  than  it  could  conveniently  handle,  and  be 
obliged  to  &11  back. 

Witb  three  brigades,  Brown's,  MUler's^tod 
Palmer's,  eommanded  by  General  Gillem,  Gen- 
eral Stoneman  moved  via  Morristown,  Bull  Qip, 
and  thenoe  eastward  up  the  Watauga,  and  acron 
Iron  mountain  to  Boone,  North  Carolina,  which 
he  entereA  on  the  first  of  April,  after  killing  or 
capturing  about  sevens-five  nomo  guards.  Fra 
Boone,  he  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  went  to 
Wilkesboro',  on  the  Yadkin,  where  suppJia 
were  obtained  in  abundance,  after  wbidi  bs 
changed  his  course  toward  South-western  Yi^ 
ginia. 

A  detachment  was  sent  to  Wy theviUe,  and 
another  to  Salem,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  depoti 
at  those  places,  and  the  rauroad,  while  the  main 
body  marched  cm  Christianburg  and  captmed 
the  place.  The  railroad  to  the  eastward  and 
westward  of  the  town  was  destroyed  for  a  o«- 
siderable  distance.  The  party  sent  to  Wythe- 
viUe  ofl^tiured  that  place  after  some  figb^og, 
and  burned  the  raihroad  bridges  over  Newri^ac 
and  several  creeks,  as  well  as  the  depots  of  sop- 
pUes.  The  detachment  sent  to  Salem  did  tiia 
same,  and  proceeded  to  within  four  miles  of 
Lynchburg,  destroying  as  they  advanced. 

A  railr^  was  never  more  thoroughly  dis- 
mantled than  was  the  East  Tennesse  and  Vi^ 
gmia  railroad,  from  Wytheville  to  near  Lynch* 
burg.  . 

Concentrating  his  command,  Greneral  Stone- 
man returned  to  North  Carolina,  via  Jat^soi- 
ville  and  Taylorsville,  and  went  to  Gtermantown, 
whence  Pahner's  brigade  was  sent  to  Salea, 
North  Carolina,  to  destroy  the  large  cotton  te 
tories  located  there,  and  bum  the  bridges  on  tbi 
railroad  betwen  Greensboro*  and  Danville,  and 
between  Greensboro'  and  the  Yadkin  rivei, 
which  was  most  thoroughly  accomplished, 
some  fighting,  by  which  we  captured  about  ft 
hundred  prisoners. 

At  Salem,  seven  thousand  bales  of  ootton 
burned  by  our  forces. 

From  Germantown  the  main  body  mo 
south  to  Salisbury,  where  they  found  aboi 
three  thousand  of  the  enemy  defending 
place,  and  drawn  up  In  line  of  battle  be! 
Grant's  creek,  to  await  Stoneman's  attack.  Wii 
out  hesitation,  a  general  charge  was  made 
our  men,  resulting  in  the  cc^tnre  of  all 
enemy's  artillery,  fourteen  pieces,  and 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four 
oners.  The  remainder  scattered,  aud 
pursued. 

During  the  two  days  following,  tiie 
were  engaged  destroying  the  immense  d< 
of  supplies  of  all  kindf  ia  SaOisbuxy,  and 
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isg  aD  the  bridges  for  several  miles  on  all  iStxe 
iiDrofids  leading  oat  of  the  town. 

On  the  aftemooD  of  April  thirteenth,  the  com- 
mazid  moved  westward  to  StatesviUe  and  Lenoir, 
it  which  latter  point  Qenend  Stoneman  left  the 
troqw  to  be  disposed  of  by  General  Gillem,  and 
prooMded  with  the  prisoners  and  captured 
artiUeiy  to  East  Tennessee,  re^rting  his  arrival, 
on  the  nineteenth,  at  Greenville,  and  detailing 
the  disposition  of  his  troops,  which  was  as  fof 
lovg:  Palmer's  brigade,  with  headquarters  at 
Unoolnton,  North  Carolina,  to  scout  down  the 
*  Oitawba  river  toward  Charlotte ;  Brown's  brig- 
ade, with  headquarters  at  Morgantown,  to  con- 
sect  with  Palmer,  down  the  Catawba,  and  Mil- 
ler's brigade,  with  (General  Gillem,  was  to  take 
poet  at  Ashville,  with  directions  to  open  up 
commimication  through  to  Greenville,  East 
Tenneflsee.  The  object  in  leaving  the  cavalry 
DO  the  other  side  of  the  mountains  being  to  ob- 
stroct,  intercept,  or  disperse  any  troops  of  the 
eoeoy  going  south,  and  to  capture  trams. 

General  Gillem  followed  the  directions  given 
Ub,  and  marched  on  Ashville,  with  Miller's 
brigade,  but  was  opposed  at  Swannano  Gap  by 
a  coDsiderable  force  of  the  enemy. 

Leaving  sufficient  of  his  force  to  amuse  them, 
with  die  balance  he  moved  by  way  of  Howard's 
Gap,  gained  the  enemy's  rear,  and  surprised  and 
e^)bEred  his  artillery ;  after  which  he  made  his 
■ppearance  in  front  of  Ashville,  where  he  was 
net  by  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  twenty-third, 
V1&  the  intelligence  of  the  truce  existing 
between  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  and 
bearing  an  order  from  General  Sherman  to  Gen- 
«al  8t0Qeman,  for  the  latter  to  go  to  the  rail- 
Rttd  station  at  Durham's,  or  Hiluboro',  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  distant,  whereas  the  distance 
to  Greenville,  East  Tennessee,  was  but  sixty. 
GoauDg  to  the  conclusion  that  the  order  was 
■wed  by  General  Sherman,  under  the  impres- 
•OQ  that  the  cavalry  division  was  still  at  Salis- 
bny  or  StatesviUe,  General  Gillem  determined 
te  move  to  Greenville.  The  rebel  (General  Mar- 
tb,  with  whom  he  communicated  under  flag  of 
knee,  demanded  the  rendition  of  the  artillenr 
lijtoed,  which,  of  course,  could  not  be  granted, 
■din return  General  Gillem  requested  the  rebel 
^onuDander  to  furnish  his  troops  with  three 
^js'  rations,  as  by  tiie  terms  of  tiie  armistice 
iwy  were  required  to  withdraw.  Had  it  not 
beoi  for  Una,  Ashville  and  its  garrison  would 
kve  Men  into  our  hands. 

Up  to  that  period  I  had  not  been  officially 
lotified  of  the  existence  of  any  armistice  between 
fte  forces  of  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston, 
»d  the  information  only  reached  me  through 
IKy  sub-commanders.  Generals  Wilson  and  Stone- 
au,  from  Macon,  Georgia,  and  Greenville,  East 
Tennessee,  almost  simultaneonslv.  The  ques- 
ion  natnndly  arose  in  my  mind,  whether  the 
tjoops  acting  under  my  direction  by  virtue  of 
wneral  Sherman's  Special  Field  Orders  No.  105, 
ones  of  1864,  directing  me  to  assume  control 
^afl  the  forces  of  the  Siilitary  Division  of  the 
'ppi  "act  absolutdy  in  the presenoe  of 


the  General-in-Chief,"  were  to  be  bound  by  an 
armistice  or  agreement  made  at  a  distance  of 
several  hundred  miles  from  where  those  troops 
were  operating,  and  of  which  they  were  advised 
through  an  enemy,  then  in  such  straightened 
.circumstances,  that  any  ruse,  honorable,  at  least 
in  war,  was  likely  to  be  practised  by  him  to  re- 
lieve himself  from  his  difficult  position. 

Then,  again.  General  Sherman  was  operating 
with  a  movable  coluhan  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
territorial  command,  viz.,  the  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  fiax  away  from  all  direct 
communication  with  it,  whereas  "  the  troops  not 
absolutely  in  the  presence  of  the  GeneraUn- 
cbief  "  were  operating  under  special  instruc- 
tions, and  not  even  in  co-operation  with  General 
Sherman  against  Johnston ;  but,  on  the  contrary. 
General  Stoneman  was  dismantiing  the  country 
to  obstruct  Lee's  retreat,  and  General  Wilson 
was  moving  independently  in  Georgia  or  co- 
operating with  Greneral  Canby. 

Before  I  could  come  to  any  conclusion  how  I 
should  proceed  under  the  circumstances,  and 
without  disrespect  to  my  superior  officer, 
General  Sherman,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanton  tele- 
graphed to  me  from  Washington  on  the  twentv- 
seventb  of  April,  and  through  me  to  my  sub- 
commanders,  to  disregard  all  orders  except  those 
coming  from  (}enerd  Grant  or  himself,  and  to 
resume  hostilities  at  once,  sparing  no  pains  to 
press  the  enemy  firmly,  at  the  same  time  noti- 
fying me  that  General  Sherman's  negotiationB 
with  Johnston  had  been  disapproved. 

Based  on  that  notification  the  following  dis- 
positions were  made  with  a  view  of  capturing 
President  Davis  and  party,  who,  on  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  armistice,  had  started  south  from 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  with  an  esoort 
variously  estimated  at  from  five  hundred  to 
two  thousand  picked  cavalry,  to  endeavor  to 
make  his  way  to  the  trans-Mississippi. 

Gkneral  Stoneman  was  directed  to  send  the 
brigades  of  Miller,  Brown,  and  Pahner,  then  in 
Western  North  CaroHna,  to  concentrate  at  Ander- 
son.  South  Carolina,  and  scout  down  the  Savan- 
nah river  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  if  possible,  in 
search  of  the  fugitives.  General  Gillem  being 
absent.  Colonel  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  took  command  of  the  expedition.  By 
rapid  marching  they  succeeded  in  reaching  an^ 
crossing  the  Savannah  river  in  advance  of 
Davis,  and  so  disposed  the  command  as  to 
effectually  cut  ofif  his  retreat  toward  Missis- 
sippi, and  forced  him  to  alter  his  route  toward 
the  Atlantic  coast  Gleneral  Wilson,  at  Macon, 
Greorgia,  was  also  notified  of  the  action  taken  at 
Washington  on  General  Sherman's  negotiations 
with  Johnston,  and  he  was  directed  to  resume 
hostilities  at  once~«specially  to  endeavor  to 
intercept  Davis. 

Scarcely  were  the  above  orders  issued  and  in 
process  of  execution,  when  notification  reached 
me  of  the  surrender  by  Johnston  of  all  the 
enemy's  forces  east  of  the  Chattahoochee  river. 
General  Wilson  received  similar  notification 
from   General  Shennan  direot^  through  the 
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enemy's  territory,  and  immediately  took  meas- 
ures to  receive  tlie  surrender  of  the  enemy's 
establishments  at  Atlanta  and  Augusta,  and  to 
occupy  those  points,  detailing  for  that  purpose 
Brevet  Major-General  Upton,  with  his  aivision. 
Geueral  McCook  was  sent  wiUi  a  force  to  occupy 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  and  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  the  troops  in  that  vicinity.  Thus  a 
cordon  of  cavahy,  more  or  less  continuous,  was 
extended  across  the  State  6f  Georgia  from  north- 
west to  south-east,  and  communication  estab- 
lished through  the  late  so-called  SouUiern  Con- 
federacy. With  characteristic  energy,  C^ncfrals 
Wilson  and  Palmer  had  handbills  printed  and 
profusely  circulated  in  all  directions  throughout 
the  country,  offering  the  President's  reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  Davis,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  the  watchfulness  exhibited  by  their 
commands. 

On  the  third  of  May,  Davis  dismissed  his 
escort  at  Washington,  G^rgia,  and  accompanied 
by  about  half  a  dozen  followers,  set  out  to  en- 
deavor to  pass  our  lines.  Nothing  definite  was 
learned  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  fugitives  until 
on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  of  May,  the  First 
Wisconsin  cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry 
Harudon  commanding,  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  ascertained  at  Dublin,  on  the  Oconee 
river,  fiftv-five  miles  south-east  from  Macon,  that 
Davis  and  party  had  crossed  the  river  at  that 
point  during  the  day,  and  had  moved  out  on  the 
Jacksonville  road.  At  daylight  on  the  eighth 
Colonel  Harndon  continued  the  pursuit,  finding 
the  camp  occupied  by  Davis  on  the  evening 
previous,  between  the  forks  of  Alligator  creek, 
which  was  reached  just  four  hours  after  it  had 
been  vacated.  The  trail  was  pursued  as  far  as 
the  ford  over  Gum  Swamp  creek,  rulaski 
county,  when  darkness  rendered  it  too  indis- 
tinct to  follow,  and  the  command  encamped  for 
the  night,  having  marched  forty  miles  that 
day. 

On  the  ninth  Colonel  Harndon  pushed  on  to 
the  Ocmulgee  river,  crossed  at  Brown's  ferry, 
and  went  to  Abbeville,  where  he  ascertained 
Davis'  train  had  left  that  place  at  one  a.  m. 
that  same  day,  and  had  gone  toward  Lrwins- 
ville,  in  Irwin  county.  With  this  information 
Colonel  Harndon  moved  rapidly  on  toward  the 
^tter  town,  halting  within  a  short  distance  of 
it  to  wait  for  daylight,  in  order  to  make  certain 
of  the  capture. 

Before  leaving  Abbeville,  Colonel  Harndon, 
learning  of  the  approach,  from  the  direction  of 
Hawkinsville,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry, 
Colonel  Pritchard  commanding,  went  to  meet 
that  officer,  and  informed  him  of  his  close  pur- 
suit of  Davis,  Colonel  Pritchard  stating  in  replv 
that  he  had  been  sent  to  Abbeville  also,  to  watch 
for  Davis.  After  Colonel  Hamdon's  departure, 
Colonel  Pritchard,  with  part  of  his  command, 
started  for  Irwinsville  by  a  more  direct  route 
than  that  used  by  the  detachment  of  tiie  First 
Wisconsin,  arriving  at  Irwinsville  at  two  ▲.  m. 
on  the  tenth,  where,  on  inquiry,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  a  camp  about  a  mile  from 


town  on  the  other  road  leading  to  AbbeviOe. 
Approaching  cautiously,  for  fear  it  might  be 
our  own  men,  Colonel  Pritchard  sent  a  dis- 
mounted partv  to  interpose  between  it  and 
Abbeville,  and  then  waited  for  dayli^tto  mon 
forward  and  surprise  the  occupants.  DayUgfat 
appearing,  a  rapid  advance  was  made,  and  ^ 
encampment  surprised,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  Jefferson  Davis  and  family,  John  H.  R««gia, 
postmaster-general  of  the  so-called  Gonfedertcy, 
two  aides-de-camp,  the  private  secretary  of 
Davis,  four  other  officers,  and  eleven  oiltfted^ 
men. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  completion  of 
the  above  movement.  Colonel  Hamaon'smeD 
coming  down  the  Abbeville  road  were  hailed  by 
the  party  sent  out  during  the  night  by  Colond 
Pritchard  to  secure  the  capture  of  tbecimp, 
and  on  being  challenged  answered  **  Friends " 
but  fell  back,  under  the  impression  they  had 
come  upon  an  enemy ;  whereupon  shots  were 
exchanged  before  the  real  position  of  a&in 
could  be  ascertained,  resulting  in  the  loss  on 
one  side  of  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded, 
and  of  three  wounded  on  the  oHker.  ConsideT»> 
ble  feeling  was  caused  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  Fourw  Michigan  effected  the  appreheotfion 
of  Davis,  to  the  detriment  of  Colonel  Harndon  b 
party,  but  great  credit  is  justly  due  and  should 
be  given  to  the  First  Wisconsm  cavalry  for  the 
persistency  of  its  pursuit,  and  it  is  only  to  be 
regretted  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  ground  in 
time  to  reap  the  benefit  of  their  labors.  For  i 
the  full  particulars  of  the  operations  of  both 
detachments  I  have  the  pleasure  of  referring 
you  to  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harn- 
don, First  Wisconsin,  and  CaptEdn  Hathaway, 
Fourth  Michigan. 

With  the  surrender  oT  Johnston^s  army  tD 
General  Sherman  all  the  detachments  of  the 
Confederate  armies  east  of  the  Chatta^oodiee 
signified  their  wilHngness  to  surrender,  except 
a  few  ^errilla  bands  who  were  outlawed,  special 
directions  being  given  to  grant  all  such  no 
quarter.  On  the  seventh  of  May  notificatioD 
was  received  by  me,  via  Eastport  and  Meridian. 
Mississippi,  of  the  surrender  of  Greueral  Taylor'! 
armv  to  Ueneral  Canby,  atCitronueUa,  Alabami^ 
on  tne  fourth.  No  armed  force  of  the  enenrt 
east  of  the  Mississippi  remaining  to  interfere,! 
gave  orders  for  the  occupation  by  my  forces  of 
such  portions  of  the  reclaimed  territory  as  it 
was  necessary  to  hold  while  tel^raphic  and 
railroad  communication  was  being  restored,  to 
the  accomplishment  of  which  the  people  of  thi 
country  zealously  gave  their  assistance. 

May  sixteenth  General  Grant,  through  hii 
Chief  of  Staff,  General  Rawlins,  directed  me  k 
order  to  some  point  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river  all  of  Wilson's  cavalry  except  four  thott 
sand  veterans,  who  are  to  remain  at  Macon,  Art 
gusta,  and  Atlanta,  Georgia ;  those  returning  tc 
be  concentrated  at  some  convenient  point  ii 
Tennessee  or  Kentucky,  preparatory  to  beini 
mustered  out  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  Al 
convalescents  and  others  about  the  hoq>itak 
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throughout  my  comnumd  not  requiring  medical 
treatment  have,  by  virtue  of  General  Orders  No. 
Tlf  heen  mastered  out  of  service.  The  quarter- 
mister,  conmuBsarj,  and  ordnance  departments 
biT6  all  been  rednced  to  the  smallest  scale  consist- 
at  with  the  demands  of  the  service.  Daring  the 
past  three  months  the  defences  of  aU  the  posts 
within  mv  conmiand  have  been  thoroaghlj  in- 
spected by  Brigadier-General  Tower,  L^ector 
of  Fortifications,  Military  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, whose  reports,  with  drawings  attached, 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith. 

For  detailed  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the 
oommands  of  Generals  Stoneman  and  Wilson  I 
inTite  the  attention  of  the  Ldeutenant-Gkneral 
commanding  to  the  reports  of  those  officers,  as 
wen  as  to  those  of  their  subordinates,  Generals 
GiDem,  Palmer,  and  others.  They  have  brought 


the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service  to  a  state  of  effi- 
ciency unequalled  in  other  armies,  for  long  and 
difficult  marches  through  the  enemy's  countrv, 
and  particularly  for  self-reliance  and  fortitude 
in  assaulting  strong  positions  which  might  well 
cause  hesitation  in  veteran  infiEmtry. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
report  of  JJrevet  Brigadier-General  J.  G.  Park- 
hurst,  Provost  Marshal  General  of  my  command, 
giving  the  number  of  prisoners  and  deserters 
re«^tered  at  his  office  during  the  period  of 
which  the  foregoing  treats. 

I  am,  Genend,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Gbobge  H.  Thomas, 

IfiOor-General  U.  &  A.,  Oommandliig. 

Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chlefof8taff,U.8.A. 


BepoH  cf  Prisonert  cf  War  received  at  the  offloe  of  the -Provost  Marshal  General^  Depcniment  of 
the  Oumberland,  from  January  21  to  May  31,  (inclusive^)  1865. 
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Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  Major-General  Commanding. 

J.  G.  rARKHUBST, 
Brevel  BrlgMUar-General  and  ProTOSi  Manhal  CtoneM,  tab 

Official: 

8.0.  Kiux)ao, 
I  BNTel-lli^attdAld-4«jCllmpw 
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Doo.  79. 

OPEBATIONS  AGA.INST  GENERAL  PBIOE. 
RBPOBT  OF  ICAJOR^ENEEUL  BOSBCRANa 

HSADQUABTBB  DVAItTiaDrr  OF  MlBlOUBI,) 

.Sr.  LouB,  Deoember  7, 1864  / 

Colonel:  The  Commanding  €kneral  of  the 
military  division  is  ahready  informed,  by  my 
current  official  despatches,  of  the  principal  in- 
cidents of  the  late  campaign  against  Price  in 
this  department ;  but  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
submit  a  more  detailed  and  connected  report 
of  the  operations,  for  a  correct  understanaing 
of  their  extent  and  the  importance  of  the  re- 
sults. 

From  early  in  the  spring  it  was  known, 
through  the  lodges  of  the  0.  A.  E/s  and  other 
rebel  sources,  that  Price  intended  a  great  in- 
vasion of  this  State,  in  which  he  expected  the 
co-operation  of  that  order,  and  of  rebels  gen- 
erally, and  by  which  he  noped  to  obtain  im- 
portant military  and  politioal  results.  In  pur- 
suance of  these  plans,  the  lodges,  with  rebel 
recruiting  officers  and  agents,  sent  into  Mis- 
souri clandestinely  or  under  cover  of  the  am- 
nesty oath  for  that  purpose,  began  an  insur- 
rection in  Platte  county  on  the  seventh  of  July 
last  From  that  time  guerrilla  warfare  rdged  in 
the  river  coimties,  west  from  Calloway  on  the 
north,  and  from  Cooper  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Missouri. 

This  department  having  been  depleted  of 
troops,  permission  was  obtained  to  raise  volun- 
teers to  meet  the  exigencies  of  our  situation, 
and  under  it  about  five  complete,  and  as  many 
incomplete  regiments  of  twelve-months  volun- 
teer infantry  had  been  organized  previously  to 
the  raid. 

On  the  third  of  September  General  Washburn 
sounded  the  tocsin  by  information  that  the  force 
under  Shelby,  at  Bates ville,  Arkansas,  was  about 
to  be  joined  by  Price,  for  the  invasion  of  our 
State.  The  ripening  of  the  corn  lent  to  this 
additional  color  of  probability,  so  that  on  the 
sixth  Major-General  A.  J.  Smith,  passing  Cairo 
with  a  division  of  infantry  on  the  way  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  I  telegraphed  General  Halleck  the 
state  of  affairs,  requestii^  orders  for  this  di- 
vision to  halt  at  that  point  and  wait  until  we 
could  ascertain  the  desi^s  of  the  enemy. 

The  division  was  hsited,  and  on  the  ninth 
General  Smith  received  orders  from  General 
Halleck  to  "  operate  against  Price  &  Co.  ;**  but, 
deeming  it  impracticable  to  penetrate  between 
one  and  two  hundred  miles  into  Arkansas  with 
a  small  column  of  infantry,  in  pursuit  of  a  large 
mounted  force,  the  exact  whereabouts  as  well  as 
intentions  of  which  were  still  unknown,  he  de- 
cided to  move  his  command  to  a  point  near  St 
Louis,  whence  he  could  readily  move  by  rail  or 
river,  and  await  Price's  movements. 

From  that  time  information  accumulated, 
showing  the  imminence  of  the  raid.  On  the 
twen^-third  we  received  certain  information 
that  Price  had  crossed  the  Arkansas  with  two 
divisioBS  of  mounted  bmu,  three  batteries  cd 


artillery,  a  lai^e  wagon  train,  carrying  serenl 
thousand  stand  of  smaU  arms,  and  was  at  or 
near  Batesville,  on  White  river.  From  tfaii 
point,  midway  between  ihe  Mississippi  sod 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  there  are 
three  practicable  routes  of  invasion :  one  by 
Pocahontas,  into  South-eastern  Missouri;  anotkr 
by  West  Plains  and  Rolla  or  vicinity,  north, 
toward  JeflFersou  City:  a  third  by  GsBSTille, 
north,  either  through  Springfield  and  8eddia,or 
by  the  Kansas  border,  to  the  Missouri  rirer. 
Strong  military  reasons  favored  the  mov^seoi 
of  their  main  force  by  the  central  ronte,  while 
a  detachment  should  go  by  Pocahontas,  ttd 
dtrip  Sonth-eastem  Mtssonri.  Under  tiie« 
circumstances  my  first  object  was  to  secore  ov 
great  depots  at  Springfield  and  Rolla,thebi7 
cut  during  the  sununer,  and  our  train  of  pjf- 
emment  wagons,  required  to  maintain  the  troops 
in  the  Springfield  district  To  do  this,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  save  the  scanty  agricnltare  of 
the  oountry  from  devastation,  it  was  neoesMTf 
to  hold  both  Sprmgfield  and  Rolla.  Indeed,  to 
have  abandoned  these  points  would  have  bee& 
not  only  to  abandon  the  loyal  people  of  thoc 
districts  and  their  property  to  destructioD.  bat 
to  invite  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  trains  while 
moving  them,  capture  our  stores,  and  beat  our 
troops  in  detail 

Generals  Sanborn  and  McNeill  were  therefore 
informed  and  ordered  to  place  the  trtiosaod 
public  property  of  their  districts  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fortifications  of  ^ringfield  tod 
Rolla,  to  put  their  forts  in  rfae  best  possible 
state  of  defence,  using  every  foot  and  dismounted 
cavahy  soldier,  including  citizens  and  local  mi- 
litia, to  the  best  advantage,  and  with  aH  tbeir 
efficient  mounted  force  to  watch  the  enemj'i 
motions,  and  report  the  earliest  indicatioos  df 
the  direction  of  the  coming  storm.  Geoenl 
Brown  was  ordered  to  concentrate  all  the  troops 
from  the  west  of  the  central  district  at  Sedaha, 
to  notify  the  citizen-guards,  and  see  that  neither 
they  nor  their  arms  were  exposed  to  capture. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  Shelby  was  reported 
south  of  Pilot  Knob,  moving  toward  Faro- 
ington,  with  five  thousand  men  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  General  Ewing  was  ordered  to 
concentrate  the  troops  in  the  southern  part  of 
his  district  at  Pilot  Knob  and  Gape  Girardeau, 
and  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  this  report,  whiA 
proved  true.  On  the  twenty-sixth  General  A.  J. 
Smith,  with  two  of  his  brigades,  was  ordered  to 
a  point  on  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  "  as  far 
toward  Pilot  Elnob  as  he  deemed  compatible 
with  certainty  that  his  position  could  not  be 
turned,'*  and  the  **  enemy  get  between  him  and 
St  Louis."  On  the  day  before  Sanborn  had  or- 
ders to  move,  with  afi  his  mounted  force,  to 
Rolla,  it  having  become  evident  that  the  enenj 
would  not  probably  strike  west  of  that  potoi 

The  safetv  of  St  Louis  was  vital  to  us ;  I 
therefore  telegraphed  Brigadier-Gknerd  H.& 
Paine,  commanding  in  Illinois,  who  promised 
me  assistance  f^om  some  regiments  of  retnmii^ 
« hundred-day  yolonteers,"  who,  though  they 
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bad  already  served  bejond  their  time,  gene- 
rously consented  to  oome  for  the  defence  of  the 
city.  The  enrolled  militia  of  St  Louis,  though 
but  skeleton  regiments,  were  called  out,  and  me 
dtixens  also  requested  to  organize  and  arm. 
toeral  Ewingwas  sent  to  Pilot  Knob,  with  di^ 
rectioDS  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  find  out 
whether  any  more  than  Shelby's  division  was 
in  Sooth-east  Missouri,  and  to  that  end  to  hold 
Pilot  Knob  until  he  was  certain.  With  a  sol- 
dierly comprehension  of  the  importance  of  his 
daties«  whue  reporting  the  current  rumors  of 
the  advance  of  Price  with  his  whole  force,  he 
expressed  his  doubts,  and  held  his  position 
mtQ  the  twenty-seventh,  when  he  sustained  a 
terrific  assault  in  Fort  Davidson,  a  small  field- 
vork  in  the  valley,  surrounded  by  hills  within 
oumon  range,  which  he  held  with  about  one 
fiiousand  men,  one  half  raw  troops — establish- 
n^,  beyond  question,  the  presence  of  all  Price's 
comnaiid  in  that  quarter.  He  gloriously  re- 
volted, killing  and  wounding  some  fifteen  hun- 
ored  of  the  enemy,  (md  lost  only  twenty-eight 
kzOed  and  fifty-six  wounded,  as  appears  fromhis 
i^rt  herewith.  While  Ewing's  fight  was 
p»ng  on,  Shelby  advanced  on  Potosi,  and 
i«ioe  to  Bi%  River  bridge,  threatening  Gen- 
enl  Smith's  advance,  wMch  withdrew  from 
^  point  to  within  safer  supporting  distance 
tthit  main  position  at  De  Soto. 

Previous  to,  and  pending  these  events,  tiie 
gaoriUa  war&re  in  North  Missouri  had  been 
aging  with  redoubled  fory.  Rebel  agents, 
IBDeity  oath-takers,  recruits,  sympathizers,  0. 
L  £.'8,  and  traitcnrs  of  every  hue  and  stripe, 
hd  warmed  into  life  at  the  i^proach  of  the 
treat  invasion.  Women's  fingm  were  busy 
»Aag  clothes  for  rebel  soldiers  out  of 
foods  plmidered  by  the  guerrillas ;  women's 
liogiies  were  busy  telling  Union  neighbors 
■tiwar  time  was  now  coming."  Qeneral  Fisk, 
2||i>  ifihis  force,  had  been  scouring  the  brush 
iirweeks  in  the  river  conntieB,  in  pursuit  of 
ntile  bands,  composed  largely  of  recruits  from 
ttK»g  that  daas  of  inhabitants  who  claim  pro- 
MoQ,yet  decline  to  perform  the  full  duties  of 
tifaeos,  on  the  ground  that  they  **  never  tuck 
g  sides."  A  few  UtctB  will  convey  some  idea 
»^  war&re  carried  on  by  Confederate  agents 
lin,  while  the  agents  abroad  of  their  bloody 
M  hypocritica]  despotism^  Mason,  Slidell, 
•Bd  Mun,  in  Europe,  have  the  effrontery  to  tell 
fte  nations  of  Glurtstendom  our  government  car- 
&•  01  the  war  with  iuOTeasingferoeity,  regard- 
Mi  of  the  Jaws  of  civilized  warfiAre.  These 
liQga  of  rebels,  whose  families  had  been  living 
h  peace  amone  their  loyal  neighbors,  conunittea 
&e  most  cold-blooded  and  diabolical  murders, 
■ck  as  riding  up  to  a  fom-house,  asking  for 
loiter,  and,  while  receiving  it,  shooting  down 
m  giTer,  an  aged,  inof^sive  farmer,  because 
P^a  radical  *^T7nion  man."  In  the  single 
pfatorict.  of  Mexico,  the  comnumdin^  officer 
gMahed  a  list  of  near  one  hundred  Union  men 
Pw,  in  the  coarse  of  six  weeks^  had  been  killed. 
**  roft  ofl^"  beoaase  theiy  were  ladicat 


"Union  men  or  d— d  abolitionists.'*  About 
the  first  of  September,  Anderson's  gang  attacked 
a  railroad  train  on  the  North  Missouri  road, 
took  from  it  twenty-two  unarmed  soldiers,  many 
on  sick-leave,  and,  after  robbing,  placed  them  in 
a  row  and  ^hot  them  in  cold  blood.  Some  of 
the  bodies  they  scalped,  and  put  others  across 
the  track  and  ran  the  engine  over  them.  On  the 
twenty-Seventh  this  gang,  with  numbers  swol- 
len to  three  or  four  hundred,  attacked  Major 
Johnson,  with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Missouri  volunteer  in- 
fentry,  raw  recruits,  and,  after  stampeding  their 
horses,  ^ot  ev^ry  man,  most  of  them  in  cold 
blood.  Anderson,  a  few  days  later,  was  recog* 
nized  by  General  Price,  at  Boonville,  as  a  Con- 
federate captain,  and,  with  a  verbal  admoni- 
tion to  behave  himself,  ordered,  by  Colonel 
McLane,  chief  of  Price's  staff,  to  proceed  to 
North  Missouri  and  destroy  the  railroads,  which 
orders  Were- found  on  the  miscreant  when  killed 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cox,  about  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  October  ultimo. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  when  information  of 
Ewing's  fight  and  Price's  presence  at  Pilot  Knob 
came  to  hand,  General  Smitli,  discovering  the 
enemy  in  his  front,  moving  to  west  and  north, 
in  pursuance  of  his  orders  to  hold  the  most  ad- 
vanced position  compatible  with  the  certainty  of 
keeping  between  the  enemy  and  St  Louis,deter- 
mined  to  leave  De  Soto  and  retire  behind  the 
Meramec,  a  stream  which,  at  from  ten  to  fifteen 
miles  south  of  St  Louis,  offered  considerable 
obstacles  to  the  passage  of  a  hostile  force  with 
wagons  and  artillery.  General  Ewing,  finding 
Marmaduke's  and  Pagan's  rebel  divisions  before 
him,  and  his  position  conmianded  by  a  nu- 
inerically  superior  artillery,  acting  on  sugges- 
tions made  when  discussing  with  him  the  possi« 
bilities  of  the  position  on  the  night  of  tiie 
twenty-seventh,  spiked  his  heavy  guns,  blew 
up  the  magazine,  ammunition  and  supplies,  and, 
with  the  field  battery  and  remains  of  his  com- 
mand, retreated  through  the  hills  toward  the 
Meramec  valley,  hoping  to  reach  a  point  on  the 
railroad  from  whence  he  could  move  to  St. 
Louis.  But,-  as  will  be  seen  from  his  report, 
the  enemy  pursued  him,  harassed  his  rear  on 
the  march,  which  he  directed  along  a  ridge 
where  the  enemy  could  not  fiank  him,  and  over- 
took him  near  Harrison's  station,  where,  seiz- 
ing and  extending  the  temporary  defences  con- 
structed by  the  militia,  he  displayed  such  vigor 
that,  after  harassing  him  for  thirty-six  hours, 
and  making  several  attacks,  on  the  approach  of 
a  detachment  of  Sanborn's  cavahry,  me  rebels 
left  him,  and  he  escaped,  with  all  his  command, 
to  Rollo.  The  enemy's  strength  and  position 
thus  developed,  my  first  business  was  to  secure 
the  points  he  best  could  strike— St  Louis,  Jef- 
ferson City,  and  Rolhu  General  Smith's  four 
thousand  five  htmdred  infantry,  and  the  mounted 
force  we  could  raise — Seventh  Kansas,  just  in 
from  Memphis,  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Missouri 
volunteer  cavalrv.  Colonel  Catherwood,  and  the 
recrsiti  of  MemU's  Horse,  hastily  mounted  and 
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organized,  a  total  of  fifteen  hundred  men — ^were 
all  the  force  we  coold  place  between  St  Lotds 
and  an  invading  army  of  at  least  fifteen  thousand 
<  mounted  men,  whose  advance  was  within  a 
day's  march  of  the  city.  Meanwhile  Brigadier- 
General  Pike,  ably  seconded  by  Generals 
Wolfe  and  MQler,  of  the  Enrollea  Missouri 
militia,  had  assembled  and  armed  skeletons  of 
the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh, 
Tenth,  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  and  Fifly-second 
regiioents  of  enrolled  milida.  The  Mayor  and 
o^ers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Hon.  B. 
Gratz  Brown  and  Major  Ledergerber,  organized 
the  citizens  exempt  from  militia  duty,  who  vol- 
unteered for  the  defence  of  the  city,  into  com- 
panies and  regiments,  numbering,  by  the  thir- 
tieth, some  four  or  five  thousand  men.  The 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-fourth,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
eighth,  One  Hunared  and  Fortieth,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-second  Slinois  hundred-day 
volunteers  also  beean  to  arrive  on  the  thirtieth, 
and  were  all  in  by  October  first,  and  formea 
into  a  brigade,  under  Colonel  Wangelin,  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  the  city,  beyond  which 
they  did  not  wish  to  serve,  as  all  of  them  were 
out  over  time,  and  many  having  desirable  offers 
as  substitutes. 

The  enemy,  moving  up  by  Potosi,  seemed  to 
halt  at  Hiohwoods,  about  four  miles  south-west 
of  St  Louis,  in  the  hills  between  Big  River  and 
the  Meramec,  as  if  concentrating  for  an  attack 
on  the  city.  This  appeared  the  more  possible 
from  the  magnitude  of  his  interest  in  it,  and  the 
fact  that  he  did  not  show  much  force  in  the 
Meramec  valley,  even  on  the  thirtieth.  On  that 
day  Major-Greneral  Smith  was  ordered  to  occupy 
Kirk  wood,  which  Commands  the  Rich  woods 
road  and  crossing  of  the  Meramec  to.  St  Louis, 
his  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  south  and  west,  Col- 
onel Merrill  going  as  far  as  Franklin. 

General  Fisk,  previously  ordered  to  join  Gen- 
eral Brown  with  all  his  available  force,  reached 
and  reported  from  Jefferson  City  to^ay.  At 
the  close  of  it,  news  came  that  a  brigade  of  rebel 
cavahry  had  burned  the  Moselle  bridge,  and 
were  moving  north  toward  Franklin.  Creneral 
Smith  was  ordered  to  send  a  brigade  of  infantry 
to  support  the  cavalry  at  that  point,  and  on  the 
first  of  October  Colonel  Wolfe,  with  his  brigade, 
reached  Franklin,  and,  after  a  sharp  skirmish, 
drove  the  enemy  from  'the  place,  but  not  until 
he  had  burned  the  depot 

The  rebels  were  now  apparently  at  bay,  with 
fifteen  hundred  cavalry  and  four  thousand  five 
hundred  infantry.  General  Smith  was  not  in 
condition  to  attempt  offensive  movements 
against  a  force  of  fifteen  thousand  veteran 
mounted  rebels,  who  could  reach  St  Louis 
from  any  point  in  the  Meramec  valley,  where  he 
might  confront  them,  in  half  the  time  it  would 
take  his  infiantryto  reach  it  Our  obvious  policy, 
under  these  circumstances,  was  to  keep  as  close 
as  possible  to  the  enemy,  without  risking  St 
Louis,  until  General  Mower's  command  should 
arrive  from  Arkansas,  or  at  least  we  be  able  to 


join  to  Smith's  our  mounted  forces  at  RoDi 
JSvery  hour's  delay  of  the  enemy  in  the  Men- 
meo  valley  brought  Mower  nearer,  and  increased 
our  chance  of  strikine  him,  as  it  did  thesecuritj 
of  Jefferson  City.  On  the  second  the  enemj 
was  reported  massing  in  the  vicinity  d  Union, 
on  the  road  either  to  Jefferson  Ci^  or  BoDa, 
and  General  Smith  was  ordered  to  FntDklio. 
But  as  the  enemy's  movements  appeared  to  teod 
westward,  on  the  third  General  i^nith  was  ad- 
vanced to  Gray's  Summit,  and  General  Pike 
moved  to  Franklin.  On  the  fourth  6eo^ 
Smith  pushed  his  cavalry  toward  the  GascoD- 
ade,  advanced  his  infantry  to  Union,  fdlowed 
up  by  General  Pike's  militia.  On  the  fifth  Price's 
command  took  Herman,  burned  the  GascoDadi 
bridge,  and  was  crossing  that  stream  at  the  old 
State  road  ford.  General  Smith  followed  im 
General  Mower  reported  his  arrival  atGinr- 
deau,  out  of  supplies,  his  teams  worn  down, 
part  of  his  cavalry  dismounted,  and  many  horses 
unshod.  Transports  and  supply-boats  were  at 
once  despatched,  and  on  llie  eighth  and  nmtb 
his  command  reached  St  Louis,  from  whenoe 
the  in&ntiy  was  pushed  forward  by  water  as 
rapidly  as  the  low  stage  of  the  river  would  per- 
nut,  to  join  General  ^nith.  The  cavalnr  xmet 
Winslow  re-shod  and  started  by  hnd  nt>m  8L 
I/ovLiB  on  the  tenth,  toward  Jefferson  City,  which 
point  it  reached  on  the  sizteentli  instant,  one 
day  in  advance  of  the  infantry. 

On  the  0izth,  the  enemy  began  crossing  Hhb 
Osage  at  Castie  Rock  and  one  or  two  other  fords 
under  cover  of  bis  artillery,  opposed  by  Golooel 
Phillips  with  tiie  available  cavalry  at  JdFersoQ 
City.  While  thus  engaged.  Generals  MoKeiB 
and  Sanborn  reached  Jefferson  City,  by  a  forced 
march,  with  all  the  mounted  force  from  RoQa, 
and  tmiting  with  Fisk  and  Brown,  gave  os  a 
garrison  tiiere  of  four  thousand  one  hundred 
cavalry  and  two  thousand  six  hundred  infantry, 
mostly  the  new  and  partially  orgamzed  twttrt 
months'  men.  with  a  few  citizens  and  militia. 
As  this  force,  though  capable  of  giving  a  strong 
battie  behind  intrenchments,  was  not  rexy  (<x- 
midable  to  act  offensively  against  a  veteran 
force  like  that  of  the  enemy,  it  was  dedded  hj 
General  Fisk,  the  other  three  Generals  coociff- 
ring,  to  oppose  a  moderate  resiBtance  to  the 
enemy's  advance  across  tiie  Moreao,  a  imal 
stream  with  muddy  banks  and  bad  bottom,  four 
or  five  miles  east  of  the  city,  and  then  to  retire 
and  receive  his  attack  at  the  defensive  line, 
which  with  industry  and  good  judgment  had 
been  prepared  by  the  entire  laboring  force,  ciril 
and  military,  at  Jefferson  City,  ihe  enemj 
burned  the  Osage  bridge  and  croBsed  the  rivei 
on  the  sixth. 

On  the  seventh,  he  advuioed  on  the  dtr 
crossed  the  Moreau,  after  sharp  fighting,  aiM 
developed  a  line  of  battie  three  or  four  mOei 
long,  east,  south,  and  west  of  the  place.  Bol 
after  reconnoitering  its  apparently  formidabli 
intrenchments,  warned  by  his  Pilot  Knob  expe 
rienoe  in  storming  earthworks,  he  dediMi 
attacking,  and,  passing  his  train  in  rear,  move^ 
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Bronnd,  massiDg  on  the  west,  and  finally  re- 
tiring. 

On  the  eighth,  General  Pleasonton,  on  his 
tfrival  at  Jefferson,  nnder  orders  to  assome  com- 
mand, despatched  Greneral  Sanborn  with  aU  the 
sTaJkble  cavalry,  four  thousand  one  hundred 
men,  to  foUow  and  harass  the  enemy  nntil 
6en»^  Smith's  command  could  come  np. 
General  Smith  was  informed  of  the  rebel  f ailnre 
it  Jefferson,  and  directed  to  move  by  the  most 

Zditions  route  to  that  place,  where  Mower's 
try  were  to  join  and  the  cavalry  overtake 
him.  He  was  to  send  all  his  cavdry,  under 
Colonel  Gatherwood,  in  advance  to  report  to 
Plettonton,  who,  on  its  arrival,  was  to  join  San- 
born and  assume  direction  of  the  provisional 
oaTairy  division  thus  formed.  General  Pike. 
with  bis  militia,  was  charged  with  the  control 
of  the  country  and  the  defences  of  our  line  of 
commnnication  from  St.  Louis  to  Jefferson  City. 
Sanborn  followed  the  rebels,  attacked  their  rear 
guard  at  Versailles,  where  it  was  uncertain  what 
course  they  would  take ;  found  they  were  ^oing 
north  toward  Boonville,  followed  and  orove 
them  into  line  of  battle  near  that  place,  and, 
when  he  found  himself  nearly  enveloped  by  their 
entire  army,  fell  back  out  of  their  reach  to  meet 
Gatherwood's  command  and  his  provisions, 
which  both  arrived  at  California  on  the  four- 
teenth. The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  tiliis, 
crossed  the  Lamine  at  Scott's  and  Dug  fords, 
and  moved  north  toward  Arrow  Rock,  inborn 
immediately  followed  this  movement  by  George- 
town bridge,  keeping  between  the  Pacific  rail- 
road and  the  line  of  the  enemy's  march,  and 
holding  the  line  of  the  Blackwater,  a  western 
tribntvy  of  the  Lamine,  while  Price,  crossing  a 
part  of  Shelby's  command  at  Arrow  Rock,  on 
the  Boonville  ferry-boat,  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  advanced  on  Glasgow,  which  he  cap- 
tured after  a  seven  iionrs'  fight  witii  a  part  of 
Colonel  Harding's  regiment,  Forty-third  Missouri 
▼olonteer  infJEortry,  and  small  detachments  of  the 
Ninth  Missouri  State  militia  and  Seventeenth 
niinoifl  cavalry. 

On  the  seventeenth  our  cavalry,  followine  his 
westfrard  movement,  keeping  south  of,  wiuiout 
presaing  him,  until  (General  &nith's  and  Mower's 
troops  could  be  brought  up,  kept  the  line  of  the 
Maekwater,  and  oa  the  seventeenth  reported 
themselves  out  of  supplies,  and  the  enemy 
between  Marshall  and  W averley. 

On  the  seventeenth,  Mower's  infantry,  except 
two  amdl  regiments,  arrived  at  Jefferson  City, 
and  went  at  once  by  rail  to  Lamine  bridge  to 

C  General  Smith,  who,  passing  Jefiierson  by 
on  the  fourteenth,  had  followed  the  cavalry 
movement  to  that  point,  taking  charge  of  the 
toppUes,  which,  in  consequence  of  Hie  destruc- 
tion of  the  bridge  by  the  rebels,  could  go  by 
nil  no  farther.  Winslow's  cavaky,  mardiing, 
reached  Jefferson,  the  advance  twenty  miles 
^^nd,  at  California,  on  the  sixteenth,  and  was 
ordered  to  join  General  Pleasonton  without 
d«^y. 

On  the  eighteenth,  General  Smith  was  ordered 
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to  move  to  Dunksburg,  near  the  cavalry  head- 
quarters, taking  five  days'  rations,  and  leaving 
minimum  garrisons  to  guard  and  handle  stores 
at  Sedalia  and  Lamine  bridge. 

The  nineteenth  found  the  movement  accom- 
plished, the  cavalry  with  its  centra  near  Cook's 
store,  its  right  behind  the  Blackwater,  and  its 
left  near  Kirkpatrick's  mills,  toward  Warrenfr- 
burg.  The  enemy  apparently  hesitated  in  the 
vicinity  of  Marshall,  as  if  uncertain  whether  to 
go  west  or  double  on  his  tracks  between  Sedidia 
and  Jefferson ;  but  our  cavalry  advance,  receding 
a  few  miles  to  meet  supplies  and  concentrate,  on 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth,  seemed  to 
decide  his  movement  toward  Lexington,  where 
General  Curtis  tel^raphed  me  on  the  nineteenth 
the  head  of  his  columfk  had  arrived,  Genei^ 
Blunt,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  retiring  toward 
Independence.  I  informed  Greneral  Curtis  of 
our  position ;  that  our  troops  reported  Price 
near  Waveriey ;  advised  that  Blunt  check  his 
advance  at  Wellington,  and  as  soon  as  we  were 
sure  his  main  force  was  moving  on  Lexington, 
we  would  endeavor,  by  a  forced  march,  to  strike 
him  in  the  flank. 

To  ascertain  Price's  real  intentions,  General 
Pleasonton  was  directed  to  make  a  strong  recon- 
noissance  toward  Waveriey.  The  results  of  this 
reached  me  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth, 
and  Pleasonton  was  directed  at  once  to  push 
the  centre  of  his  cavalry  to  Lexington,  and  Gen- 
eral Smith,  with  his  infantry,  to  support  the 
movement.  At  seven  f.  h.,  Pleasonton  reported 
the  enemy  had  left  Lexington,  going  west, 
McNeill  and  Sanborn  entering  the  town. 

October  twenty-first  our  cavalry  advance  fol- 
lowed the  enemy  to  Fire  Creek  Prairie,  Brown's 
and  Winslow's  brigades  reaching  Lexington  at 
two  o'clook  p.  M.,  and  the  infiantry  at  nine  p.  m. 
of  the  same  day.  General  Curtis  also  reported 
a  fight  with  the  enemy's  entire  force  at  the  Lit- 
tle Blue  from  ten  a.  m.  to  two  p.  m.,  and  that  to 
prevent  being  flanked  he  should  retire  to  the 
Big  Blue,  where  his  militia  and  artillery  were  in 
strong  position.  Supposing  the  enemy  could 
not  cross  the  Big  Blue  in  the  face  of  Curtis,  I 
despatched  Genend  Pleasonton  my  belief  that 
he  would  move  south,  and  that  while  McNeill's 
brigade  should  harass  his  rear,  he,  with  the 
other  three  brigades,  should  move  toward  Lone 
Jack,  near  which  would  be  General  Smith's  in- 
fantry, now  marching  from  Lexington  to  Chapel 
Hill  At  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  despatch  from 
Pleasonton  informed  me  of  the  receipt  of  these 
conditional  orders,  and  that  the  enemy,  in  full 
force,  were  moving  far  tq  the  west,  followed  by 
lus  cavahy. 

October  twenty-isecond,  Pleasonton's  cavalry 
reached  the  Little  Blue  at  ten  a.  m.;  found  the 
bridge  destroyed;  a  temporary  one  was  con- 
structed, the  enemy's  skirmishers  driven,  the 
command  crossed,  when  the  enemy  opened  with 
artillery,  and  was  steadily  driven  toward  Inde- 
pendence, which  place  was  taken  bv  a  brilliant 
cavalry  charge,  in  which  Catherwood's  regiment 
captured  two  guns  complete.    Near  a  hundred 
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prisoDers  fell  into  onr  hands,  and  our  Iroops 
pushed  the  enemy's  rear  guard  all  night  At 
eight  p.  M.,  Pleasonton  reports,  "  All  mj  brigades 
have  been  engaged.  The  enemy  have  left  forty 
killed,  and  many  sick  and  wounded  in  mv 
hands.  Heard  nothing  from  Curtis.  If  Smith 
can  come  up  in  case  we  get  a  fight,  it  will  be 
weU.  Have  sent  McNeill's  bri^ule  to  Little 
Santa  P6.  Price  is  reported  intrenched  this 
side  of  the  Big  Blue.  Fighting  still  pacing  on 
with  an  obstinate  rear-guard.  Let  Smith  come 
to  this  place."  Reluctantly  General  Smith 
was  despatched  to  move  to  Independence,  as 
requested,  the  messenger  reaching  him  at  Chapel 
Hill  as  he  was  putting  his  column  in  motion  to 
march  there  in  response  to  a  direct  message 
from  (General  Pleasonton,  advising  him  of  the 
posture  of  afiairs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third  Pleason- 
ton began  to  move  on  the  enemy  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Big  Blue,  where  the  fight  opened  at 
seven  a.  h.  and  continued  until  one  p.  x..  when 
Shelby,  who  had  been  fighting  General  Curtis' 
command,  finding  Marmaduke  and  Fagen  were 
giving  way,  turned  on  Pleasonton,  and  "  for  a 
moment  shook  Sanborn's  brigade,"  but  by  the 
skilful  use  of  Thurber's  battery,  throwing 
double-shotted  grape  and  canister,  and  the  gal- 
lant charging  of  our  troops,  they  were  routed 
and  fled  southward,  pushed  by  Generals  Pleason- 
ton and  Curtis  that  night  beyond  Little  Santa 
F6. 

General  Smith's  command  arriving  at  Inde- 
pendence at  five  p.  M.,  was  ordered  to  move 
that  night  by  a  forced  march  to  Hickman's 
mill,  hoping  it  would  strike  the  enemy  in  flank 
while  passing  that  point  Had  he  been  ordered 
and  marched  for  that  point  instead  of  Inde- 

Eendence  the  day  before.  General  Smith  would 
ave  arrived  in  time  to  strike  the  enemy's  com- 
pact coltunns  and  train  with  nine  thousand  in- 
mntry  and  five  batteries.  But  it  was  too  late. 
He  did  not  reach  the  mill  until  long  after  not 
only  the  enemy's,  but  our  own  columns  had 
passed  there.  News  from  the  cavalry  fronts 
during  the  night  showed  that  nothing  remained 
but  to  push  the  enemy  with  our  cavalry,  allow- 
ing the  infantry  to  follow  as  best  it  could,  to 
act  as  support  in  case  of  possible  reverse  to  us, 
or  reinforcements  which  were  currently  re- 
ported on  their  way  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  with  the  Kansas  troops 
in  advance,  we  pursued  the  enemy  until  within 
fifteen  miles  of  the  trading  post,  when,  at  Gen- 
eral Curtis'  request.  General  Pleasonton's  com- 
mand took  the  lead,  and  at  the  end  of  sixty 
miles'  march  overtook  the  rebels  about  midnight 
at  the  Marias  des  Cygnes :  began  skirmishing, 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth,  at  four  a.  m.,  opened  on 
their  bivouac  with  artillery,  creating  the  greatest 
consternation,  following  it  up  by  an  attadc 
which  drove  them  promptly  from  the  field, 
leaving  in  our  hands  horses,  mules,  wagons, 
arms,  and  some  prisoners.  Our  troops  foUowed 
them  in  a  running  fight  until  two  o'clock  p.  x., 
when  they  came  up  with  them  at  the  liltie  Osage 


crossing,  in  position,  with  eight  pieces  of 
artillery  on  their  line  of  battle.  With  the  in- 
stinct of  a  true  cavalry  general,  Pleasonton  im- 
mediately ordered  an  attack  by  Benteen's  and 
Phillips'  brigades,  which  by  a  magnificent 
charge  completely  routed  them,  capturing 
eight  guns,  two  stands  of  colors,  Major-Geoerai 
Marmaduke,  Brigadier-General  OabeU,  five  col- 
onels, other  officers,  and  near  one  thoiutnd 
Srisoners,  besides  wagons,  small  arms,  &c 
anbom's  brigade,  which  was  a  mile  and  a 
half  behind,  and  the  Kansas  troops,  still  ftuito 
in  rear,  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  battle;  but  Sanborn's  brigade  led  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  routed  enemy,  overtook  them  at 
a  smaU  stream  a  few  miles  beyond  the  battle- 
ground, charged  them  in  the  timber,  drove  ihtm 
across  it  into  the  open  prairie,  where  they 
formed  in  order  of  battle  tlu^e  lines  deep.  Bi^ 
such  was  the  enthusiasm  of  the  men  of  this 
brigade,  when  they  reached  the  edge  of  the 
wood  and  saw  this  triple  line,  they  chareed  it 
without  orders,  knocked  it  in  pieces,  and  (Stased 
the  fugitives  until  night  closed  the  pursuit, 
and  the  enemy  fled  under  cover  of  the  dark- 
ness, toward  the  Arkansas  border.  Besides 
the  wagons  captured  during  this  day  at  the 
Marias  des  Cygnes,  on  the  way  to  and  at  the 
little  Osage,  the  enemy  had  destroyed  many, 
including  ammunition  wagons,  and  for  tweo^ 
five  or  thirty  miles  beyond  the  Osage  battle- 
field their  route  was  strewn  with  debris  of 
burning  wagons  and  other  property.  Pleason- 
ton's caval^  had  now  been  in  motion  ahnoet 
day  and  night  for  six  days,  during  which  it  had 
marched  at  least  two  hundred  and  four  milee 
and  fought  four  battles.  It  was  pretty  wdl  ex- 
hausted and  broken  down,  and  went  into  Fort 
Scott  that  m'ght  for  food  and  a  little  rest  He 
reported  to  me  the  result  of  his  day's  work*- 
that  the  enemy  was  going  at  his  utmost,  and 
his  own  troops  were  so  broken  down  it  would 
be  impossible,  without  fresh  horses,  to  strike 
the  enemy  another  great  blow  this  side  of  the 
Arkansas,  and  recommended  that  Generals  San- 
bom  and  McNeill  follow,  to  support  Curtis' 
troops  in  pursuit,  so  long  as  th^e  was  any 
prospect  of  damaging  the  enemy,  and  then  re- 
turn to  Springfield  and  RoUa. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  tiie  eneaafn 
rout.  General  Sniith,  whose  command  was  out  of 
provisions,  was  directed  to  move  to-Hairison- 
ville,  and  ^ence  get  supplies  from  Warrensburg, 
where  one  hundred  wagons  were  waiting  with 
provisions  for  our  command,  sending  tiiirtjr 
tiiousand  rations  to  the  cavalry.  Fu^er  re- 
ports of  the  enemy's  condition  satisfied  me  there 
would  t>e  no  use  in  breaking  down  any  more  of 
our  horses,  since  General  Curds,  whose  oavahy 
horses  were  fresher  than  ours,  supported  by 
Sanborn  and  McNeill,  on  their  way  down  the 
State  line,  would  be  more  than  ample  to  deal 
with  any  resistance  Price's  oonunand  would  ofa 
this  side  of  the  Arf 


Orders  were  acoordingly  ^ven,  and  Genenl 
Pleasonton  returned  with  PhiUips'  brigade,  tiie 
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caonoD,  and  part  of  the  prisoners,  to  Warrens- 
borg.  The  Kansas  iroops  and  Benteen's  bri- 
gade parsaed  the  enemy's  Ayiug  oolomns,  a 
part  of  whom  made  their  last  stand  at  New- 
toDia,  Blissonri,  where  Greneral  Blnnt  overtook 
and  attacked  them  on  the  twenty-eighth,  but 
wts  beiog  worsted  when  Sanborn,  having 
marched  one  hundred  and  two  miles  in  thirty- 
six  hours,  arrived  in  time  to  save  the  day.  The 
eoemy  fled,  making  no  further  stand  this  side  of 
the  Arkansas.  In  a  country  destitute  of  food 
(or  man  and  beast,  five  times  defeated,  pursued 
four  or  five  hundred  miles,  with  the  loss  of 
oeaiiy  all  their  artillery,  ammunition,  and  bag- 
gage train,  demoralization  and  destitution  and 
waot  of  supplies,  would  the  rebels  cross  the 
Arkansas  for  supplies  at  the  risk  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  Thayer's  forces  or  Steele's  cav- 
alry ;  and  if  allowed,  would  ahnost  disintegrate 
and  disband  them  on  the  way  thither. 

General  Curtis  thought  pushing  them  was 
beat,  and  accordingly  followed,  although  he  did 
Dot  again  overtake  them.  At  his  urgent  in- 
stance, against  my  own  judgment  as  well  as 
that  of  Generals  Sanborn  and  McNeill,  I  pushed 
their  two  brigades  down  to  the  Arkansas 
border,  whence  Sanborn  sent  an  advance  to 
Fort  Smith,  reaching  there  on  the  morning 
of  the  eiffhth,  to  notify  General  Thayer  of 
the  enemy^  desperate  condition,  and  the  direc- 
tion he  had  taken  from  Cane  Hill  toward  the 
Indian  nation,  between  Fort  Smith  and  Fort 
Gibson. 

Meanwhile,  at  Sherman's  request,  followed  by 
orders  from  the  General-in-chief,  I  directed 
Major-Oeneral  A.  J.  Smith  to  move  his  command 
bj  the  most  expeditious  route  to  the  Mississippi, 
in  the  vicinity  of  St  Louis,  there  to  embark 
and  proceed  to  Nashville  ana  report  to  Major- 
General  George  H.  Thomas. 

On  the  third  of  November  I  returned  to  St. 
Loois,  to  be  there  during  the  election,  and  on 
the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  enemy  having 
crossed  tiie  Arkansas,  directed  the  cavalry 
to  repair  to  their  respective  districts,  and 
Winslow's  cavalry  to  move  by  the  best  route 
and  join  General  Thomas  at  >fashville. 

hk  entering  into  details,  I  have  aimed  to  give 
file  General  Commanding  a  sort  of  *  military 
photogn^ph  of  our  daily  condition  and  move- 
inentB,  as  well  for  his  critical  judgment  as  for 
hiatory,  omitting  events,  of  wluitever  mag- 
nitiide,  not  having  a  bearing  on  our  movemento, 
and  most  of  the  minor  ones  which  did  enter 
into  their  determination.  I  trust  that  the  pre- 
cantioDs  taken  in  advance  of  Price's  move- 
Bients;  the  preparations  before  we  knew  where 
he  was  coming ;  the  means  taken  to  secure 
our  most  important  points,  and  occupy  them 
until  we  could  concentrate  the  forces  to  strike 
him  with  a  certaintv  of  success,  outweighing 
aoj  damage  he  could  meanwhile  do  us ;  the 
•oergy  and  activity  in  concentration ;  vigor  in 
Porsnit  and  fiery  eallantry  of  our  troops  in 
battle,  win  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Commanding  the  military  division. 


It  will  appear  from  these  details  and  accom 
panying  reports  that  our  dismounted  cavalry, 
mfanbry,  and  militia  nobly  performed  their 
duty,  watching,  marching,  and  fighting  when- 
ever and  wherever  opportunity  ofifereid;  that 
by  their  aid  in  holding  our  depots  and  support- 
ing our  mounted  force,  we  have  saved  all  our 
important  posts,  and  most  of  the  country  from 
pillage,  except  a  belt  of  some  twenty  miles  wide 
along  the  route  of  the  invasion,  and  with  less 
than  seven  thousand  effective  cavalry  hav^ 
pursued,  overtaken,  beaten  in  several  engage- 
ments, and  finally  routed  an  invading  cavalry, 
variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  thousand  to 
twenty-six  thousand  •men,  reinforced  by  six 
thousand  armed  recruits  from  Missouri ;  taking 
from  them  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  two  stands  of 
colors,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  prisoners  of  war,  a  large  number  of  horses, 
mules,  wagons,  and  small-arms ;  compelled  them 
to  destrov  most  of  their  remaining  wagons, 
train,  and  plunder,  blasted  all  the  political 
schemes  of  the  rebels  and  traitors  who  concerted 
with  Price  to  revolutionize  Missouri,  destroy 
Kansas,  and  turn  the  State  and  Pryidentitd 
election  against  the  Union  cause,  ana  by  our 
triumph  in  the  late  elections  have  given  to 
gallant  and  suffering  Missouri  the  fairest  pros- 
pect she  has  ever  yet  seen  of  future  freedom, 
peace,  and  prosperity — all  the  fruit  of  a  cam- 
paign of  forty-eight  days,  in  which  most  of  our 
victorious  troops  had  never  before  seen  a  great 
cavahy  battle.  Rarely,  during  this  or  any  other 
war,  has  cavalry  displayed  more  persevering 
energy  in  pursuit,  more  impetuous  courage  and 
^lantry  in  attacking,  regardless  of  superior 
numbers,  or  had  its  efforts  crowned  with  greater 
fruits  of  success. 

While  paying  a  just  tribute  of  thanks  to  all 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  cavalry,  artillery, 
infantry,  militia,  and  citizen  guards,  who  served 
during  the  raid,  for  their  prompt  and  cheerful 
obedience  to  all  orders,  whether  to  labor,  march, 
or  fight,  I  must  refer  to  the  accompanying  re- 
*port8  of  their  commanders  for  special  mention 
of  individual  gallantry.  Msjor-Oeneral  Pleason- 
ton  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  country  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  he  bandied  and  fought 
the  cavalry,  and  for  the  brilliant  and  fruitful 
victories  he  won  over  triple  his  own  force.  I 
hope  he  may  receive  promotion  in  the  Regular 
Army.  Major-General  A.  J.  Smith  deserves 
thanks  for  promptitude,  energy,  and  perseve- 
rance in  all  his  movements,  and  for  the  good 
judgment  displayed  in  his  campaign.  Nor  must 
I  omit  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  those  brave 
and  true  soldiers,  who,  under  Mower,  followed 
Price  from  Arkansas,  marching  three  hundred 
miles  in  eighteen  days,  and  after  going  by  boat 
from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Jefferson  City,  resumed 
the  pursuit,  making  another  march  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  miles  before  they  embarked 
for  Nashville,  to  take  part  in  the  not  doubtful 
contest  before  that  city  for  the  mastery  of  Mid- 
dle Tennessee.  The  district  commanders  all 
deserve  my  thanks  for  prompt  and  cordial  co- 
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operation  in  all  measoree  precautionary  and 
preparatory  for  the  raid. 

General  Ewing  deserves  special  mention  for 
military  judgment,  courage  and  gallantry  in 
holding  Pilot  Knob  till  he  had  certainty  of  the 
enemy^  force,  as  well  as  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  withdrew  his  troops  to  Rolla.  Gen- 
McNeill,  for  promptitude  and  energy  in  putting 
Rolla  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  for  moving  with 
dl  force  to  Jefferson  City  in  time  to  succor  it ; 
General  Fisk,  for  the  prompt  and  cheerful  dis- 
charge of  very  tryiUg  administrative  duties, 
and  for  his  enei^y  and  good  sense  in  preparing 
the  defence  of  Jeflferson  City,  as  in  the  subse- 
quent repair  of  Lamine  bfidge.  General  Brown 
displayed  energy  and  good  sense  in  preparing 
the  city  for  a  good  defence,  and  General  San- 
bom  for  vigilance,  energy  and  soldierly  judg- 
ment, while  conmianding  the  cavalry  advance 
between  Jefiferson  City  and  Dunksburg,  as  well 
as  throughout  the  campaign.  Colonel  J.  V.  Du- 
bois, aid-de-camp,  chief  of  staflf ;  Captain  Henry, 
assistant  quartermaster,  of  General  Steve's  staff, 
volunteer  stdBf  quartermaster  in  the  field ;  Cap- 
tain G.  Ifchull,  chief  commissary ;  Surgeon  P. 
V.  Schenck,  medical  director  in  the  field  ;  Cap- 
tain Hoelcke,  acting  aid-<le-camp,  engineer  ; 
Major  Fisher,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia,  on 
engineer  duty ;  Captain  J.  F.  Bennett,  assist^t 
adjutant^eneral,.  and  my  personal  aids,  Major 
F.  S.  Bond,  aid-de-camp,  Captain  R.  S.  Thomas, 
aid-de-camp,  and  (kptaiu  HiHs,  Twelfth 
Kansas  Militia,  provostrmarshal,  accompanied 
me  during  the  campaign,  and  were  zealous  and 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  their  respec- 
tive dunes ;  Major  McDermott,  First  Iowa  cav- 
alry, who,  witili  his  battalion  of  First  Iowa  cav- 
alry, did  such  good  service  in  North  Missouri, 
and  behaved  venr  gallantly  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
rebels  from  Jefferson  City  to  Boonville,  com- 
manded the  escort  from  Sedalia,  and  deserves 
honorable  mention.  Brigadier-General  J.  B. 
Gray,  Adjutant-General  of  Missouri,  and  Brig- 
adier-General Pike,  of  the  enrolled,  are  entitled 
to  public  thanks  for  their  valuable  and  indefa^ 
tigable  services  in  connection  with  the  cu- 
rdled militia.  Colonel  F.  J.  Haines,  commis- 
saiT  of  subsistence,  to  whom  aU  the  armies,  as 
well  as  the  country,  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
invaluable  services,  not  likely  to  be  overpaid, 
displayed  his  usual  promptitude  and  foresight 
in  providing  for  the  wants  of  our  troops  and 
depots.  Colonel  William  Myers,  chief  quarter- 
master, in  supplying  animals,  fitting  up  trains, 
and  providing  for  the  wants  of  our  troops,  ex- 
hibited his  characteristic  care  and  skill 

I  must  also  mention  the  voluntary  services 
of  those  tried  veterans.  Colonel  Wangelin,  of  the 
Twelfth  Missouri  volunteer  infantry,  and  Col- 
onel Laibold,  who  did  aU  in  their  power  to  aid 
in  the  defence  of  St  Louis. 

Senator  B.  Gratz  Brown  and  Mayor  Thomas, 
seconded  by  the  efforts  of  many  patriotic  cit- 
izens of  all  classes,  did  much  to  prepare  for  the 
defence  of  the  city,  and  deserve  mv  thanks.  I 
shofUd  be  glad  to  call  the  Gkneral's  attention 


to  many  militia  officers,  such  as  General  Craig, 
whose  able  management  in  the  North-west,  in  & 
absence  of  Uenend  Fi^ ;  Colonel  Gale,  who  so 
prompUv  organized  his  militia  reeiment,  Fiffy- 
f^urth  E.  M.  M.,  at  Franklin,  and  many  otibers 
scattered  over  the  State,  who  rendered  great 
service  to  the  country. 

But  as  the  chief  motive  of  these  officers  and 
the  men  of  their  commands  was  their  conntr3r'i 

?:ood,  the  consciousness  of  duty  manfuJly  per- 
ormed  must  be  their  chief  reward,  until  the  day 
comes  when  our  children,  pointfaig  to  them  ai 
to  others  who  have  borne  arms  in  this  great 
national  struggle,  shall  say, "  there  50  some  of 
the  men  who  helped  to  save  our  nation.** 

The  accompanying  reports  slww  our  total 
losses  in  this  campaign  were  :  One  hundred 
and  seventy  killed,  of  whom  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  were  murdered  at  Centnilia;  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  wounded  ;  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  prisoners,  of  whom,  many,  if 
not  all,  are  illegally  paroled  ;  six  hundred  and 
eighty-one  ?tors  de  oomhat.  Besides  which, 
there  were  several  small  squads  ofprisoDcrfl 
illegally  captured  and  paroled  in  South-east 
Missouri,  and  the  troops  at  Glasgow,  wb<ke 
surrender  was,  I  think,  justifiable,  and  possiblj 

lawfuL  W.  S.  RO890RA5B, 

lfi^)or43canL 

LieutenantColonel  CHRisriANScnr, 

Isaif  taut  Adjntant-GoMnL 
IflUtary  Division  West  Misstalppi,  New  OrleaM,  iM. 


Doc.  80. 


BATTLE  OF  NEWMABKET,  VA. 

Hbadquakmm,  Camp  imut  SnuncM,) 
TQwday,  lUj  IS,  1864.        J 

A  portion  of  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia, 
under  General  Sigel  started  at  five  o'clodc, 
A.  M.,  yesterdav,  from  Woodstock,  marched  eigh- 
teen miles  to  Newmarket^  and  fought  the  com- 
bined forces  of  Echols  and  Imboden,  under 
Breckinridge,  for  four  hours,  and  returned  to 
this  place,  fliirty  miles — making  forty-eight  miles 
marching,  and  four  hours*  fighting,  all  in  thirty- 
eight  hours. 

General  Sigel  sent  out  from  Woodsto<^ 
where  be  lay  encamped  for  several  days,  (diu- 
ing  a  rain  of  four  days),  a  force  which  he  thonght 
sufficient  to  whip  Imboden,  under  Colonel  Moore, 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ohio. 

He  attacked  finboden  at  Rood's  Hill,  two 
miles  south  of  Mount  Jackson,  and  drove  him  to 
Newmarket,  and  then  Brecldnridge  and  Echols 
reinforced  him,  just  as  General  Sigel  reinfcarced 
Colonel  Moore.  In  fact,  aU  of  our  troops  did 
not  arrive  until  the  fight  was  over. 

The  rebels  were  just  forming  to  cbarfi^e  Moore's 
battery,  as  our  forces  came  on  the  field.  Oar 
drenched  and  jaded  men  were  hurried  on  as 
fast  as  possible.  The  first  chsorge  was  repulsed, 
and  we  rapidly  formed  a  second  line,  hau  a  mile 
in  rear  of  the  first 

Their  second  charge  was  successful,  and 
drove  o«r  line  back.    They  then  came  down  on 
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onr  second  lioe  like  an  avalanche.  They  out- 
nambered  us  two  to  one,  and  came  up  in  three 
linea  in  splendid  style.  When  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  they  raised  a  cheer,  and  came  on  at 
the  donble-qnick.  We  met  them  with  seven- 
Ucn  pieces  of  artillery,  loaded  with  grape  and 
caniBter,  the  in£ui try  pouring  in  a  most  destruc- 
tive fire.  Their  first  line  was  almost  annihilated. 
We  charged  in  turn,  and  drove  them  back.  Our 
batteries  had  to  cease  firing  when  we  charged. 
It  was  then  that  their  number^  told  on  us.  They 
drore  us  back  in  turn.  Our  guns  were  worked 
until  the  last  moment,  losing  five,  the  horses  hav- 
ing been  killed  or  the  wheels  broken. 

Then  commenced  onr  retreat,  which  was  con- 
ducted in  good  order.  The  lessoH  they  learned 
in  charging  our  second  line^^made  them  cautious 
as  tliey  again  advanced.  The  artillery  opened 
oa  them  from  our  third  line,  formed  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Mount  Jackson,  and  composed  of  troops 
which  had  just  arrived,  and  caused  them  to 
pause  in  front  of  the  hill  where  our  artillery 
(compoeed  of  6  and  12-pounders),  was  planted 
and  worked  with  marked  effect  on  the  rebel 
ranks.  We  retired  a  battery  at  a  time,  and 
finally  brought  all  oS.  Our  forces  were  then 
quiedy  withdrawn  two  miles  across  the  Shen- 
andoah, which  was  flood-height  from  the  excess- 
ive rains.  It  fairly  poured  while  the  battle 
raged  hottest  The  bridge  was  burned  after  oiur 
anny  bad  all  crossed  over,  and  the  day  closed 
upon  our  men,  jaded  and  worn  out  with  excess- 
ive niarching  and  hard  fighting,  but  in  the  best 
of  spirits,  and  eager  to  resume  the  contest. 

Colonel  Starr,  ftovost-Marshal  General  of  the 
department,  had  a  narrow  escape.  A  shell 
stnick  the  ground  under  his  horse's  neck,  but 
fortunately  it  did  not  explode.  His  horse  at 
the  same  moment  was  shot  from  under  him, 
and,  in  attempting  to  mount  a  riderless  one,  a 
ti^uadron  of  our  retreating  men  ran  over  him — 
without,  however,  doing  him  any  serious  injunr. 

Among  the  killed  is  Captain  Boniker,  former! v 
Post  Provost-Marshal  at  Cumberland,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  command.  He  was  univer- 
sallj  esteemed  and  respected  by  every  one  in 
this  department. 

Iieutenant^])olonel  Lincoln,  Thirty-fourth  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  wounded  and  left  on  the  battle- 
lekL 

Colonel  Wells,  of  Massachusetts,  had  a  narrow 
e8c^)e.  His  clothes  were  pierced  with  four 
bullets. 

Our  enn^ement  may  be  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows: We  underrated  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  at  Newmarket,  and  sent  out  an  insuffi- 
cient force  mider  Ck)lonel  Moore.  At  Rood's 
Hill  he  met  Imboden,  who,  on  the  approach  of 
our  force,  gradually  fell  back  to  Newmarket, 
skirmishing  all  the  way  with  our  advance,  and 
drawing  them  after  him.  At  Newmarket  he 
was  rewforced  by  Echols.  They  evidently 
intended  to  draw  him  into  their  lines  sufficientlv 
£ar  removed  from  his  supports,  and  then,  with 
an  overwhelming  force  attack  and  capture  his 
cooimaiML    Id  this  |hey  were  defeated,  for  Coir 


onel  Moore  succeeded  in  holding  his  eround 
until  the  main  column  under  General  Sigel 
arrived. 

After  a  severe  fight  of  four  hours'  duration,  it 
was  evident  they  outnumbered  us  two  to  one. 
So  we  fell  back  to  our  supply  train,  where  a 
portion  of  our  troops  were  stationed. 


Doo.  81. 

EXPEDITION   ON   THE   POTOMAC. 

HiASQDiBnaa,  8d  Bbio.,  8d  Div.,  24ih  A.  a,       ) 

AufT  Gunboat  Ghambiruliii,     V 

Pocrr  LoOKOCT,  Ya,,  [Md.,]  liarch  18,  1866w  j 

Qbnbral  :  In  my  report  of  March  ninth,  I  had 
the  honor  to  state  my  intention  of  starting  the 
next  morning  for  the  Potomac  and  the  vicinity 
of  Coan  river.  The  Northerner,  being  too  un- 
wieldy for  the  service  required,  was  exchanged 
for  the  Massachusetts  and  the  Pioneer.  Thig 
change,  together  with  the  coaline,  delayed  me 
until  the  eleventh  instant,  at  which  date  the  ex- 
pedition again  left  Fortress  Monroe  at  eight  ▲.  m. 
We  reached  Piney  Point,  just  above  the  St. 
Mary's  river,  at  dusk,  and  waited  there  for  the 
slower  boats  to  close  up.  It  was  my  intention 
to  land  at  Machodoc  bay.  and  march  first  on  the 
village  of  Montrose,  but  there  bein^  no  place 
where  troops  could  be  landed  rapidfy^,  the  plan 
was  changed,  and  at  five  ▲.  m.  the  next  day  we 
sailed  up  the  Yocomico  river,  and  landed  at 
Kinsale.  The  first  boat  load  of  cavalry  was  sent 
out  at  once,  and  met  the  rebel  cavahry  pickets  a 
mile  from  the  village.  The  second  boat  load  of 
cavalry  were  hurried  out,  and  at  about  ten 
o'clocK  were  followed  by  the  infentry  and  am- 
bulances. The  route  agreed  upon  was  through 
a  place  called  the  Hague,  and  thence  to  War- 
saw. The  rebel  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Chapman,  of  Mosby's  command,  were  con- 
stantly hovering  about  onr  column,  and  being 
splendidly  mounted,  and  familiar  with  the  roads, 
were  able  to  avoid  a  collision  with  anything 
more  than  our  advance  and  rear  guard.  About 
a  mile  firom  the  Hague  they  made  a  slight  stand, 
but  were  driven  by  our  charge,  and  chased  into 
the  village.  At  every  cross-roads  the  enemy 
would  separate,  each  squad  taking  a  different 
path,  untu  our  cavalry  found  themselves  pur* 
suing  only  three  men.  These  were  captured 
and  sent  back  toward  the  main  column,  but 
were  retaken,  together  with  a  portion  of  their 
guard,  on  the  way.  Nothing  was  found  at  the 
Hague  of  any  value.  At  the  point  where  the 
skirmish  commenced,  there  was  a  blacksmith's 
shop  and  quite  an  extensive  wheelwright's 
establishment  These,  with  a  granary  contain- 
ing &ye  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  were  burned. 
I  now  decided  to  return.  I  could  have  marched 
through  in  any  direction,  but  it  seemed  unwise 
to  continue  the  risk  of  occasionally  losing  a  few 
men,  when  the  damage  inflicted  on  the  enemy 
was  so  trifling,  and  tne  results  secured  so  un- 
substantiaL  Four  small  storehouses,  filled  with 
grain,  tobacco,  and  bacon,  were  destroyed,  and 
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twenty-six  head  of  cattle  and  fifty  sheep  were 
driyen  before  us  on  oar  march  back  to  Kinsale. 
Abundant  rations  of  fresh  meat  were  issued  to 
the  troops,  and  at  eleven  p.  m.  I  ordered  a  por- 
tion of  them  to  reSmbark.  By  three  o'clock  all 
were  on  board,  and  we  dropped  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  the  army  gunboats  throw- 
ing a  few  shells  as  a  farewell  present  to  the 
rebels,  who  were  concealed  in  the  background 
of  woods. 

The  casualties,  which  were  all  among  the  cav- 
alry, were  one  commissioned  officer  and  five 
enlisted  men  wounded.  Five  cavalrymen  were 
captured  from  us,  including  two  of  the  wounded, 
and  two  of  the  enemy's  men  were  captured  and 
retained  by  us.  Four  citizens  of  suspicious 
antecedents,  were  also  taken  and  brought  away. 
The  enemy  followed  us  closely  on  our  return, 
and  twice  charged  our  rear-guard,  but  were  re- 
pulsed. It  is  not  supposed  that  their  loss  was 
equal  to  ours.  My  prisoners  I  have  turned  over 
to  the  Provost-Marshal  at  Point  Lookout,  and 
my  force  is  now  on  its  way  to  the  White  House, 
as  ordered.  In  closing  my  report,  I  desire  to 
call  to  the  notice  of  the  Lieutenant-G^eneral  com- 
manding, the  services  of  Captain  James,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe,  who  ren- 
dered me  important  aid  with  the  utmost 
alacrity. 

I  enclose  the  repQrt  of  Captain  Harris,  of  the 
Mosswood,  who  was  sent  to  patrol  the  Rappa- 
hannock during  our  operations  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your-  obedient  servant, 
8.  H.  Roberts, 
Colonel  One  Hondred  and  Iblrty-ninUi  N.  T.  Yol8.,0oind'g. 

Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Gblef  of  staff  to  lieutenant-Qenenl  Comnumdlng. 

V.  S.  A,  GuRBOAT  IComrooDt,     \ 
Whiii  Hoon,  Vi.,  March  U,  1805.  / 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received 
from  General  Roberts,  on  the  eleventh  instant, 
I  proceeded  up  the  Rappahannock  river  as  hr 
as  Urbanna,  where  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
other  gunboats.'  During  the  night  I  picked  up 
a  darkey,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
three  pieces  of  artillery  near  Lowry's  Point  On 
the  morning  of  the  twelfth  instant,  I  was  sig- 
nalled by  the  steamer  Morse,  that  she  had  been 
attacked  by  a  shore  battery.  I  immediately  got 
under  way,  steamed  up  the  river,  found  tiie 
Morse  out  of  range  of  me  battery,  but  continu- 
mg  a  heavy  fire  with  her  100-pounder  Parrott 
When  within  three  Quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
battery  I  opened  nre,  which  they  returned 
briskly,  their  shot  going  over  and  far  beyond 
us.  After  a  spfrited  engagement  of  one  hour 
and  fifteen  minutes  thej  were  compelled  to 
withdraw.  I  laid  ofif  and  on,  but  finding  that 
they  did  not  reappear,  I  dropped  down  the  river 
and  anchored.  The  steamer  Commodore  Reed, 
LieutenantKX>mmander  Hooker,  then  came  in 
sight  Captain  Hooker  requested  me  to  drop 
down  the  river  and  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
guns  at  Jonee'  Point,  also  to  communicate  wim 


your  forces  if  possible.  During  the  night  I  re- 
ceived  orders  to  report  at  this  place ;  where  I 
arrived  at  four  o'clock  p.  v. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  naval  forces  for 
lying  by  me  while  my  vessel  was  ashore,  and 
assisting  me  in  getting  afloat 

I  am,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Abnold  Harks, 


Doc.  82. 


FIGHT  VfTTR  APACHE  WABBIOB& 

FOBT  BowiB,  Abbosa  Tbiuukt,  \ 
llaj6,18«i    ) 

CAPTAcr :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the 
information  of  the  Colonel  commanding,  fh&t 
pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  IniSector- 
General's  Department,  New  Mexico,  Tucsod, 
Arizona  Territory,  April  twenty-six.  1864,  I 
took  up  my  line  of  march  from  Port  Cummings, 
New  Mexico,  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  Company  I,  Fiflh  Infaotij, 
California  volunteers,  forty-seven  enlisted  men, 
a  detachment  of  one  corporal  and  ten  men  of 
company  0,  First  cavalry,  California  volunteere, 
and  Juan  Arrozas,  tiie  Mexican  guide  at  the  Rio 
Mimbres.  Arriving  at  the  entrance  to  Doubt- 
ful Canon  at  Steen^  Peak  at  six  o'clock  a.  m., 
fourth  instant,  I  was  fired  into  by  a  party  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  Apache  warriors,  amboflh- 
ed  for  that  purpose.  One  of  my  men  was  danger- 
ously wounded,  and  three  others  slightly  wound- 
ed, and  my  horse  killed  the  first  fire.  I  had  a  rear 
guard  of  two  non-commissioned  officers  and 
nine  men;  the  balance  of  tiie  men,  except 
Corporal  Yanolstine  and  private  Doshier  of 
company  I,  Fifth  infantry,  California  volun- 
teers, who  had  disobeyed  mv  orders  by  going 
in  advance,  were  with  me  about  twenty  yardiB 
in  advance  of  the  wagons.  The  Indians  after 
firing  set  up  their  usual  pow-wow,  to  intimi- 
date the  soldiers,  and  poured  arrows  into  our 
ranks  bv  the  hundred,  and  we  were  hemmed 
in  by  them  upon  three  sides.  Notwithstand- 
ing their  superior  force  and  decided  advan- 
tage, the  men,  without  retreating  a  foot,  com- 
menced a  deadly  fire  into  their  advancing  col- 
umns, and  kept  it  up  for  about  forfy-fire 
minutes,  when  the  Indians  ceased  firing  and 
fled  promiscuously  into  the  mountains.  There 
was  a  very  narrow  canon,  through  which  fifty 
or  more  of  them  passed  before  they  could 
scatter  over  the  mountains,  and  while  passii^ 
through  this  there  was  a  continued  and  well-di- 
rected fire  kept  up  by  mv  men,  whidi  prevent- 
ed many  from  reaching  the  summit  In  a  place 
like  this  it  is  impossible  to  tell  the  exact  num- 
ber killed  or  wounded,  but  I  wiU  report  only 
such  as  I  know  to  have  been  left  d^  on  the 
ground.  The  number  found  dead  stand  near 
3je  point  upon  which  we  were  attacked  wm 
ten,  and  judgine  from  this  and  from  the  numbtf 
of  shots  fired,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  twenty  more  were  wounded.    The  mea 
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contmned  to  fire  at  them  until  they  were  oat  of 
the  range  of  the  gons,  aDd  then  the  man  who 
¥10  too  badly  womided  to  walk  was  placed 
oomfortablj  in  a  wagon;  flankers  thrown  out 
on  both  Bides  of  the  canon,  deployed  as  skir- 
miBhers,  one  line  of  skirmishers  in  the  road  in 
idvance,  and  the  rear  guard  at  its  post    I 
moTed  slowly  down  the  canon;  the  Indians 
oontinaed  to  fire  upon  us  from  the  mountain 
tope  until  we  reached  the  open  ground  this 
ode  of  the  canon,  without  doing  more  damage 
thin  that  of  wounding  one  horse.    We  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  canon  at  eight  o'clock  a.  x., 
having  been  just  two  hours  from  the  time  of 
attack  to  the  time  the  last  jhot  was  fired.    The 
momitiin  summits  were  now  covered  with  the 
cowardly  assassins,  who  had  collected  there  to 
takes  rarewell  look  upon  their  much-coveted 
prize.    Upon  my  arrival  at  Qaa  Simon  station  at 
eleven  o'clock  jl  m.,  I  found    that   Corporal 
Vanolstine  of  my  company,  and  the  four  privates 
of  company  C,  had  arrived  in  advance  of  us,  but 
private  Henry  L  Doshier,  of  company  I,  Fifth 
infai^,  California  volunteers,  had  not  been 
seen  after  entering  the  canon.    It  is  the  most 
painful  part  of  my  report  to  record  a  man  miss- 
ing in  action,  but  it  is  only  thus  that  I  can  re- 
port him.    My  loss  was  one  man  missing  in  ac- 
tion, one   mortally  wounded,  one    with    arm 
broken,  and  three  others  slightly  wounded ;  one 
hone  killed,  and    one    slightly  wounded.     I 
killed  ten  Indians  and  wounded  at  least  twenty 
more.    The     non-commissioned    ofiBcers    and 
privates   of  company.  I,  as  well  as  corporal 
Koberts  and  private  Ellis  of  company  C,  cannot 
be  too  highly  praised  for  the  prompt  and  gal- 
lant manner  in  which  they  executed  all  orders, 
and  routed  a  force  of  thrice  their  number,  and 
tilien  marched  through  one  of  the  worst  catiops 
in  the  country  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles, 
vbwe  the  whoops  of  the  savages  were  ringing 
from  the  rocks  Above  upon  either  side,  and  an 
occasional  bullet  whistling  over  their  heads  or 
dropping  near  their  feet    Juan  Arrozas  also 
deserves  credit  for  his  brave  and  cool  conduct 
thronghout  the  engaeement    I  arrived  at  Fort 
Bowie  at  eleven  o'clock  jl  m.  to-day,  fifth  in- 
stant   The  womded  men  are  doing  well. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

Henbt  R  Stevsks, 
UMieaant  FUlh  InfaatiT,  C.  V. ,  CommandlDg  OompMiy  L 
Gaptain  C.  A.  SmrH, 
ItfUi  Inlutrr,  a  v.,  Acting  Assistant  AcUptant  General, 

Franklin,  Texas. 

Doo.  83. 
THANES  TO  UEUT.-COL.  JOSEPH  BAILET. 


W.AB  Dvmaorr,  Ai)jirzAirr-0BnauL*8  Opncn,  I 
W^smsoioir,  Jane  15,  IMl      / 

The  following  resolution  of  Congress  is  pub- 
liihed  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

PubUe  Besolidion—Nb.  34. 

4  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 


to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  Bailey,  of  the 
Fourth  regiment  of  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 
Ee9olvedj  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  die  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 

Sess  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  tendered  to 
eutenant-Colonel  Joseph  Bailey,  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin  volunteers,  Acting 
Engineer  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  for 
disting^hed  services  in  the  recent  canipaign 
on  the  Red  river,  by  which  the  gunboKat  flotiBa 
under  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter  was  res- 
cued from  imminent  peril. 

Section  2.  And  be  U/uriher  resolved,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Lieutenant>Colonel  Bailey. 

Approved  June  11, 1864. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNBEND, 
A8Bistant-A<Uatant  GeneraL 


Doa  84. 
BEAYEBT  OF  OOBPOBAL  J.  0.  HESSE 
WiSBXiraioir,  D.  0.,  September  0, 1864. 

S» :  Believing  that  I  am  entitled  to  receive 
a  **  medal  of  honor"  as  provided  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  Coneress,  under  date  of  Jidy  12,  1862. 
to  provide  for  the  presentation  of  "  medals  of 
honor"  to  enlisted  men  of  the  army  and  vol- 
unteer forces  who  have  distinguished  or  may 
distinguish  theuiselves  in  battle  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  I  have  the  tonor  to  make  the  following 
statement : 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Eighth  infantry  were  stationed 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  I  was  a  corporal  of  com- 
pany A  of  that  regiment,  and  detailed  as  clerk 
at  its  headquarters.  On  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  1861,  the  ofiScers  and  a  few  enlisted  men 
at  that  time  present  at  San  Antonio  were  taken 
prisoners  by  the  rebel  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Van  Doni.  All  the  ofiScers, 
with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Edward  L. 
Hartz,  Adjutant,  Eighth  infantry,  left  a  few  days 
afterward  for  the  States. 

A  few  days  subsequent,  going  to  the  former 
oflSce  of  the  regimental  headquarters,  the  build- 
ing then  in  possessipn  and  under  the  control  of 
the  rebels,  I  met  there  Lieutenant  Hartz  and 
Sei^eant-Major  Joseph  K.  Wilson,  Eighth  in- 
fantry (now  Second-Laeutenant,  Eighth  infantry). 
Our  re^mental  colors  being  in  the  ofiSce,  Lieu- 
tenant Hartz  proposed  to  us  to  take  the  colors 
from  the  staffs,  conceal  them  beneath  our 
clothes,  and  try  to  carry  tiien^  ofif.  We  did  so. 
I  took  the  torn  color  the  regiment  had  carried 
through  the  Mexican  war,  put  it  around  my 
body  under  my  shirt  and  blouse  and  passed  out 
of  the  building,  which  was  strongly  guarded 
by  the  rebels.  Our  good  luck  wodd  that  the 
rebels  did  not  suspect  what  a  precious  load  we 
carried  with  us ;  if  they  had  our  lives  would 
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not  have  been  worth  much.  We  put  the  colors 
in  one  of  Lieutenant  Hartz's  traiics,  and  next 
day  left  San  Antonio  for  the  North.  On  the 
route  we  guarded  the  colors  with  our  lives, 
always  fearing  that  the  rebels  might  find  out 
what  we  had  taken  away  and  come  after  us,  but 
they  did  not.  We  arrived  safe,  with  our  colors, 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  1861,  in  Washing- 
ton, and  turned  them  over  to  the  regiment 
Under  these  circumstances  I  think  I  am  entitled 
to  the  honor  of  receiving  a  medal,  as  I  believe 
that  Congress  intended  to  award  them  to  enlisted 
men  who  have  done  acts  similar  to  mine.  I, 
therefore,  very  respectfully  request  that  I  may 
receive  one.  believing  that  I  have  performed  one 
of  the  highest  duties  of  a  soldier,  ''having 
saved  the  colors  of  my  regiment"  And  it  wifl 
always  be  a  happy  da^  for  me  if  I  ^n  see  my 
regiment  marching  with  their  colors  flying,  and 
can  say  "  that  color  I  have  carried  on  my  body, 
and  have  rescued  it  frodi  the  hands  of  the 
rebels." 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

Jno.  C.  Hessb, 
Fonnwly  Corporal  Company  A,  Eighth  Infootrji 

Colonel  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Aiwtotant  A<!Uatant-Qeaeral,  Washington,  D.  0. 

WiLsmsoioir,  D.  C,  September  0, 18<M. 

I  endorse  the  within  statement  as  true. 
Edward  L.  Habtz, 

Ldte  Captain  U.  S.  Armj. 

NoTB. — A  medal  was  awarded  Corporal  Hesse 
for  his  good  conduct  in  rescuing  the  colors  of 
his  regiment 
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MnnABT  DiTBiair  Wmn  Umamm.  \ 
Mnw  Ou^um,  La.,  October  10, 1864.     / 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  summary 
of  recent  operations. 

1.  An  expedition  into  West  Florida,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Asboth,  reached 
Marianna  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-seventh 
of  September,  capturing  that  place  after  a  stub- 
bom  resistance  of  several  hours.  The  result  is 
the  capture  of  eighty-one  prisoners  of  war 
(among  them  a  Brigadier-Greneral  and  a  Colonel), 
ninety-five  stand  of  arms,  large  quantities  of 
quartermaster's  and  conynissary's  stores,  over 
two  hundred  fine  horses  and  mules,  and  four 
hundred  head  of  iattle.  Our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounts  to  thirty-two  j  of  the  former. 
Captain  M.  M.  Young,  Seventh  Vermont^  and 
Lieutenant  K  W.  Ayer,  Second  Maine  cavalry : 
of  the  latter,  Grenertd  Asboth  himself,  who  had 
his  left  cheek-bone  broken  and  his  left  arm 
fractured  in  two  places. 


2.  An  expedition  sent  by  Major^neral  Dana, 
from  Rodney,  Mississippi  (composed  of  colored 
oavahr  and  infantry),  reached  Fayette  on  iho 
second  instant,  capturing  six  hundred  head  of 
fine  cattie,  a  large  number  of  horses  and  moka, 
and  several  prisoners.  Another  expedition  tent 
by  General  Dana  attacked  the  enemy  at  Wood- 
ville  at  seven  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  cap- 
turing three  guns,  one  ca^fcaln,  one  lieutenant, 
fifty-iour  enlisted  men,  and  killing  forty  of  the 
en^my.  No  loss  whatever  on  our  side  rastaised 
in  this  engagement 

3.  A  cav  Jry  expedition  under  fingadier-Qeo- 
oral  A.  L.  Lee,  reached  Cainton  on  Thnraday 
morning  at  seven  o'clock,  capturing  forty-sevea 
prisoners,  the  rebel  maite,  telegraph  office,  kc^ 
and  a  considerable  quantify  of  ^rea  and  amnra- 
nition.  Among  the  prisoners  captured  is  IJeii- 
tenant4>)lonel  Pinckney,  Provost  Marshal  Gen- 
eral of  the  district,  (installed  in  his  office  a  few 
hours  before  the  arrival  of  our  troops),  one  cap- 
tain and  two  lieutenants.  From  thcve  the 
expedition  moved  to  Greensburg,  where  a.tni- 
nery  and  two  thousand  sides  of  leadierwere 
destroyed;  and  thence  to  Osyka,  where  four 
thousand  pounds  of  bfMx>n,  twelve  borrelB  of 
whiskey  one  hundred  dozen  boots  and  shoos, 
and  large  quantities  of  com  and  meal  were 
destroyed,  and  the  telegraph  operator  aiKi  maoj 
important  despatches  captured.  Camp  Moore, 
with  a  lar^e  amount  of  clothing  and  gray  doth, 
was  likewise  destroyed,  and  over  two  hundred 
fine  horses  and  mules  captured.  General  Lee 
returned  to  Baton  Rouge  at  noon  yesterday, 
followed  by  a  large  number  of  negroes. 

4.  Lieutenant  L  N.  Earl,  Fou^  Wisconsin 
cavalry,  commanding  a  spec^  permanent  scout- 
ing  party  of  twenfy-Sve  men,  having  learned  cl 
aa  intended  attempt  to  cross  a  vaTuaUe  rebel 
mail  at  St  Joseph,  on  the  western  bcuik  of  the 
Mississippi,  landed,  on  Saturday  morning  hsi, 
three  mues  above  that  place,  proceeded  inland 
about  ten  miles,  where  he  succeeded  in  captnriDg 
Major  Springer,  Qoartermaster  and  Chief  of  the 
Secret  Service  of  the  rebel  war  department, 
another  Maior,  late  Chief  Commiasary  of  Sub- 
sistence of  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  two 
captains,  and  two  privates.  The  oflScers  were 
riding,  in  an  ambulance  which  contained  a  large 
and  valuable  mail,  and  fourteen  battle-^igs, 
taken  from  our  forces  daring  the  Red  river  cam- 
paign, and  which  were  on  their  way  to  Rich- 
mond. Lieatenant  Earl,  uoon  learning  that  a 
large  mounted  escort  was  close  at  hand,  puriied 
for  the  river  with  aU  despatch,  and  reached  here 
this  morning,  safely,  with  his  captures.  The 
boats  found  at  St.  Joseph,  and  upon  which  this 
party  were  to  have  crossed,  were  all  destroyed. 

(xeneral  Asboth,  I  regret  to  leain,  wUl  proba- 
bly lose  an  arm. 
Very  respectfully,  sur,  your  obedient  servant 
Ed.  R.  a  Caxbt, 
lf^)or-G«iMral  OonuniuMlJiif. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Haludqe, 

Gbief  of  SUflT  of  the  Army,  WMhiBfftflo,  D.  a 
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Doc.  86. 

OOKFEDSBiLTE  GRUELTT.  « 

BEPOBT  OF  UBOTENANT  FTICcf. 

V^mnuM,  TKrasBO,  Jaouaiy  8, 1865. 

Muob:  The  foUowing  report  of  my  captare 
and  Bobeequent  attempted  murder  is  respect- 
follj  submitted  for  year  ioformation : 

I  was  captured  on  the  twentieth  December, 
fourteen  miles  in  a  south-eastern  direction  from 
MurfreeBboro',  in  company  with  two  other 
officers,  lieutenant  D.  G.  Ck)oke,  Seventeenth 
United  States  colored  infieintry,  and  Captain  C. 
G.  Penfield,  Forty-fourth  United  States  colored 
infantry,  by  a  company  of  scouts  belonging  to 
Forrest's  command,  numbering  thirty-six  men, 
comiQaaded  by  Captain  Harvey.  As  soon  as 
captured  we  were  robbed  of  everything  of  any 
value,  even  to  clothing.  We  were  kept  under 
'  for  three  days  with  some  other  prisoners 
soldiers  of  General  Steadman's  divi- 
Bion^^o  were  captured  near  Murfreesboro'), 
until  1^  reached  a  small  town  called  Lewisburg, 
some  eighteen  miles  south  of  Duck  river. 
There  the\officers  were  sent  under  a  guard  of 
ff'or  men  to^report,  as  I  supposed,  to  General 
Forrest's  headquarters.  The  guards  told  us 
that  was  their  d^tiuation.  They  took  us  along 
the  pike  road  leading  from  Lewisbui^  to  Mases- 
ville  about  four  miles,  and  then  lett  the  road 
and  tamed  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose,  as  they 
said,  of  stopping  at  a  neighboring  house  for  the 
night  After  leaving  me  road  about  half  a 
mile,  as  we  were  walking  along  through  a 
wooded  ravine  the  man  in  advance  of  us  halted, 
partially  turned  his  horse,  and,  as  I  came  up, 
drew  his  revolver  and  fired  on  me  without  a 
word.  The  ball  entered  my  right  ear  just 
aboTe  the  centre,  passed  through  and  lodged  in 
^e  bone  back  of  the  ear ;  it  knocked  me  sense- 
less fOT  a  few  moments.  I  soon  recovered,  how- 
ever, but  lay  perfectly  quiet,  knowine  that  my 
only  hope  lav  m  leading  them  to  believe  that 
they  bad  killed  me.  Presently  I  heard  two  car- 
bine shots,  and  then  all  was  stilL  After  about 
fifteen  minutes  I  staggered  to  my  feet  and  at- 
tempted to  get  away,  but  found  I  could  not 
walk.  About  that  time  a  colored  boy  came 
along  and  helped  me  to  a  house  near-by.  He 
told  me  that  the  other  two  officers  were  dead, 
having  been  shot  through  &e  head.  That 
evenioff  their  bodies  were  brought  to  the  house 
where  I  lay.  Next  morning  they  were  decently 
buried  on  the  premises  of  Colonel  John  C.  HiU, 
near-by. 

The  shooting  occurred  on  the  twenty-second, 
and  on  the  twenty-third,  about  mid-day,  one  of 
Forrest's  men  came  to  the  house  where  I  was 
h^^f  i^od  inquired  for  me;  said  that  he  had 
come  to  kin  me.  The  man  of  the  house  said  it 
was  entirely  unnecessary,  as  I  was  so  severely 
wounded  tnat  I  would  die  any  way,  and  he  ex- 
pected I  would  not  live  over  an  hour.  He  then 
went  awav,  s^ing  that  if  I  was  not  dead  by 
Zboming  that  I  would  be  killed.    After  he  left  I 


was  moved  by  the  neighbors  to  another  house, 
and  was  moved  nearly  every  night  from  one 
house  to  another,  until  the  twenty  seventh, 
when  I  was  relieved  by  a  party  of  troops  sent 
from  Columbus,  and  brought  within  the  Federal 
Unes. 

The  privates  were  sent  off  on  a  road  leading 
to  the  right  of  the  one  we  took,  about  in  the 
direction  of  Columbia,  I  should  judge.  I  can- 
not but  think  they  were  killed,  as  about  that 
time  our  forces  occupied  Columbia,  the  rebel 
army  having  retreated.  There  were  twelve 
privates,  belonging,  I  think  to  Craft's  brigade. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 
Gborob  W.  Fitc?h, 
first  LioQtoDAOt,  TwelfihU.  a  a  L  and  A.  A.  Q.  II. 
Major  William  Inness, 

A.a0rg.  CT.S.GT 


Doc  87. 

GENERAL  WILSON'S  BADO. 

Hradquartim  Abmt  of  tux  Ptnoiuo,  \ 
NbabPsisbsbuso,  Saturday,  Jay  2,  ls64.     / 

The  force  composing  the  expedition  consisted 
of  General  Wilson's  own  division,  and  that  of 
General  Kautz,  from  Butler's  department,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  the  former,  and 
numbering  from  five  to  six  thousand  men. 
There  were  also  with  the  expedition  three  bat- 
teries of  four  guns  each,  half  rifled  ordnance, 
and  half  light  twelve-pounders,  and  one  battery 
of  small  mounted  howitzers.  With  this  force 
Greneral  Wilson  set  out  at  one  a.  m.,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  June,  starting  from  the  vicinity  of 
Prince  George  Court-house.  He  crossed  the 
Petersburg  and  Weldon  railroad  at  Reams* 
station,  at  which  point  Colonel  Chapman,  with 
the  Second  brigade  of  Wilson's  own  division 
had  a  skirmish  with  a  small  force  of  the  enemy, 
which,  however,  was  easily  driven. 

The  expedition  moved  by  way  of  Dinwiddle 
Court-house  toward  Petersburg  and  Lynchburg, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  which  they 
struck  at  Ford*s  mills,  near  Sutherland's  sta- 
tion. They  then  moved  down  the  road.  General 
Kautz  in  advance,  as  far  as  Ford's  station,  de- 
stroving  the  road  as  they  moved.  At  Ford's 
station  they  captured  two  trains,  comprising 
sixteen  cars,  with  the  locomotives,  laden  with 
refugees  leaving  Petersburg.  After  destroying 
the  depot  and  captured  trains,  the  command 
bivouacked  at  Ford's  station  for  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third 
they  resumed  their  march,  Greneral  Kautz  still 
in  advance.  Near  Nottoway  Court-house,  a 
force  of  rebel  cavalry,  comprising  two  brigades, 
appeared  on  the  right  flank  of  the  column, 
while  moving  some  distance  south  of  the  rail- 
road. Colonel  Chapman,  of  the  second  brigade, 
formed  in  line  and  engaged  the  enemy. 

This  was  about  three  p.  m.,  and  the  rencontre 
continued  till  nearly  night,  vhen  the  enemy  was 
forced  back.  General  Kautz,  who  liad  passed 
before  the  enemy  appeared,  proceeded  the  same 
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evening  to  Burksville,  the  junction  of  the 
Petersburg  with  the  Richmond  and  Danville 
railroad.  Here  he  destroyed  all  the  depots, 
railroad  switches  and  appurtenances,  and  tore 
up  the  poad  as  £bu:  as  possible  in  every  direc- 
tion from  the  junction,  after  which  he  rested 
for  title  night 

(General  Wilson,  who,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  force,  had  bivouacked  at  Nottoway  Court- 
house, on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth 
advanced  across  the  country  to  Neberris  sta- 
tion, on  the  Danville  railroad,  to  meet  General 
Eautz,  who  was  to  meet  him  at  that  place,  de- 
stroying the  road  as  he  advanced.  After  form- 
ing a  junction  at  that  station  the  entire  force 
advanced  to  Keysville  and  there  bivouacked. 
The  work  of  destruction  was  resumed  early  on 
tho  twenty-fifth  and  by  three  p.  m.  we  had 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Staunton  bridge,  on  the 
Staunton  river,  having  completely  destroyed 
evety  foot  of  railroad  to  that  point  The  dis- 
tance from  BurksviUe,  measured  on  the  map,  is 
about  thirty-five  miles,  and  adding  to  this  por- 
tions of  Southside  road  which  were  destroyed 
the  aggregate  would  not  be  less  than  fifty  miles 
and  probably  more  than  that  distance. 

The  Danville  road  was  constructed  in  a 
fashion  known  to  some  extent  in  the  extreme 
West,  but  now  little  used ;  instead  of  ordinary 
T  rail,  solid  beams  of  wood,  technically  called 
stringers,  are  placed  upon  the  ties,  and  sJong 
their  inner  edges  are  firmly  fastened  long  strips 
of  iron,  known  as  strap  rails.  The  stringers 
were  or  yellow  pine,  and  being  perfectly  dry, 
it  was  01^  necessary  here  and  there  to  place  a 
few  rails  from  an  adjoining  fence,  ignite  them, 
and  set  the  entire  structure  in  a  blaze.  Miles 
of  railroad  might  have  been  seen  at  a  time  in 
fames,  and  at  night  the  whole  canopy  of  the 
heavens  was  one  glare  of  light  By  day  the 
conflagration,  adding  to  the  f£'eady  suffocating 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  rendered  the 
heat  almost  intolerable,  and  many  people  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  houses  and  settle  in  cooler  loc^ties. 
^  The  rear  of  our  column  moving  past  the  fires 
kindled  by  the  advance  was  often  compelled  to 
leave  the  road  and  move  at  a  respectable  dis- 
tance on  the  right  or  left,  until  after  a  little 
experience  the  plan  was  adopted  of  leaving 
depots  and  other  buildings  to  be  fired  by  those 
in  the  rear.  The  mode  in  which  this  work  of 
destruction  was  accomplished  was  to  dismount 
a  portion  of  the  command,  and  march  them 
parallel  with  the  railroad ;  face  a  regiment  at 
a  time  toward  the  road,  have  them  advance  and 
ienite  a  section  of  the  road  in  their  front,  and 
then  resume  the  march.  It  was  but  the  work 
of  a  few  minutes  for  a  regiment  to  perform  its 
part,  and  the  whole  was  accomplished  nearly  as 
liast  as  the  column  coidd  move. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  remind  the  public  of 
what  is  already  known,  viz. :  The  fact  that  this 
railroad  is  now  the  only  one  upon  which  Lee 
could  depend  for  communication  with  the  south, 
south-east  and  south-west,  and  the  only  route 


by  which  he  could  bring  up  troops  or  snppfiea 
to  Richmond  or  Petersburg ;  and  this  being  re- 
mtmbered,  it  is  easy  to  appreciate  tiie  vast  im- 
portance of  the  destruction  of  so  laige  a  por- 
tion of  it  Even  with  the  beet  fec^tiea  for 
repairing,  it  would  require  several  weeks  to 
place  it  m  running  order ;  weeks  of  exceedingly 
precious  time  to  the  enemy,  and,  considering 
the  difficulties  which  embarrass  them,  indnding 
the  army's  interruption,  it  is  doubtful  whetha 
they  will  succeea  in  reconstructing  this  rail- 
road before  the  present  campaign  is  decided. 

The  Weldon  road,  sdthough  out  a  small  portioo 
of  it  is  torn  up,  is  equally  unavailable,  and  pno- 
tically  the  rebel  army  under  Lee,  and  tiie  rebel 
Government  are  isolated  by  an  interval  of  many 
miles  from  all  railroad  communication  with  ^ 
interior  of  rebeldouL 

To  return  to  the  narrative  of  the  raid.  T^ 
force  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Staunton  Iffidge, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth.  It  was,  of 
course,  desirable  to  destroy  ihe  bridge,  whidi 
was  a  very  important  one,  and  an  effort  wai 
made  to  effect  this  object,  General  Kantz,  who 
was  still  in  the  advance,  being  assigned  to  mab 
the  attempt  It  was  found  that  the  enemy  were 
fully  prepared  to  defend  it  Our  approach  had 
been  heralded  in  advance,  and  ^e  nmitia  caUed 
hastily  together  from  eight  adjoining  countiei, 
had  been  concentrated  at  this  point 

From  this  point  the  raiders  moved  in  a  wrfi- 
easterly  direction,  toward  Weylesburg,  whidi 
they  reached  after  a  nighfs  march,  near  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  halting  then 
for  about  one  hour.  The  twenty-sixth,  twenty- 
seventh,  and  the  earlier  part  of  the  twenty-eighth 
of  June  were  marked  by  few  events  of  any  im- 
portance^ except  that  ontiie  twenty-ninth,  B!%ar 
dier-G^eneral  W.  F.  H.  Lee  appeared  on  oar  left 
flank,  which  occasioned  some  littie  skirmishiie, 
lasting  but  a  very  short  time,  and  attended  wim 
few,  if  anj,  casualties. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  we  reached  the  Notto- 
way river  at  Double  bridge.  The  Second  Ohio 
cavalry  of  Mcintosh's  brigade,  having  advanced, 
drove  the  rebel  pickets  before  them  some  mikfi, 
before  we  reached  the  bridge.  There  was, 
however,  no  force  there  large  enough  to  give  ob 
any  trouble,  and  we  crossed  without  difficulty 
early  in  the  afternoon.  Thence  we  moved  on 
toward  Stony  creek,  intending  to  cross  the 
Petersburg  and  Weldon  railroad  at  Stony  creek 
station.  It  had  been  designed  to  cross  wme 
miles  further  south,  at  Jarrett's  station,  bat  it 
was  ascertained  thsrt  the  road  at  that  point  was 
guarded  by  a  heavy  force,  made  up  partlv  of 
militia  and  partly  of  troops  sent  up  from  Wel- 
don, and  the  design  of  crossing  there  was,  in 
consequence,  abandoned. 

The  rebel  pickets  were  met  at  the  bridge,  and 
no  sooner  had  our  vanguard,  comprising  a 
squadron  or  two  of  the  Third  Indiana  and  m  of 
the  Second  Ohio,  gone  over,  than  the  enemy 
began  to  show  spinted  resistance.  They  were, 
however,  driven  back  along  the  direct  road  to 
tho   station,  far  enough  to  enable  oar  atire 
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force  to  eet  across.  Less  thao  a  mile  from  the 
crofising  me  enemy  were  fomid  in  heavier  force, 
and  ^Mntosh's  brigade,  which  was  in  the 
sdTaoce,  having  formed  in  line  of  battle,  soon 
became  fiercely  engaged. 

Under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  onr  men  continned 
to  form  a  slight  breastwork  of  rails,  logs,  stones, 
and  whatever  tame  to  hand,  and  lying  down  be- 
hind it,  held  their  groimd  with  great  determina- 
<i(Hi  against  several  desperate  charges  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  about  an  honr  before  sunset 
when  the'  fight  commenced.  About  eleven  p. 
I.,  the  impossibility  of  forcing  a  passage  at  this 
point  havwg  been  clearly  demonstrated,  General 
Wilson  despatched  General  Kautz  up  a  left-hand 
road  toward  Reams*  station. 

General  K&nW  division  was  followed  by  the 
wagon  and  ambulance  trains  of  the  whole  force, 
md  General  Wilson,  having  constructed  a  line 
of  rifle-pits  in  the  rear  of  the  front  line  of  battle 
dnrine  the  night,  left  in  them  the  First  Vermont 
and  me  Eighth  and  Twenty-second  New  York, 
withdrawing  the  rest  of  his  force  a  short  time 
before  daylight,  and  following  Elaiitz  to  Reams' 
station. 

The  men  left  with  the  led  horses  of  the  regi- 
ment, which  remained  to  cover  the  rear,  came 
in  afterward,  and  reported  that  the  enemy  turn* 
ing  the  right  flank  of  the  men  in  the  breast- 
works, had  captured  the  whole  party. 

General  Kautz.  on  reaching  Reams'  station, 
loon  found  that  the  enemy  were  strongly  posted 
at  that  point  also,  and  was  sharply  enga^d 
before  daylight.  Wilson,  with  the  troops  he 
had  brought  up  from  Stony  creek,  passed  by 
Kantz's  rear,  and  was  about  to  take  position  on 
his  left,  but  had  hardly  formed  in  line  of  battle 
when  he  was  attacked  by  a  heavy  force  of 
iofuitry,  a  column  of  cavalfry  in  the  meantime, 
siXK)iintB  say,  passing  round  to  the  rear. 

The  accounts  of  this  afEair  are  rather  confused, 
hot  it  iqjpears  tiiat  General  Wilson,  perceiving 
&at  his  command  was  in  danger  of  bein^  sur- 
ronnded,  determined  to  try  to  save  a  portion  of 
it,  by  moving  out  by  the  right  flank,  in  a  direction 
Dearly  due  south,  General  Kautz  in  the  mean- 
time retaining  his  position,  as  also  the  Second 
(^,  and  paitB  of  the  Fifth  New  York,  Second 
New  Jersey,  and  several  other  regiments  belong- 
ing to  Mcintosh's  and  Chapman's  brigades. 

It  is  reported  that  Fitz  Hugh  Lee  was  killed 
in  one  of  the  engagements.  The  first  informa- 
tion brought  to  be^&dquarters  of  Wilson's  posi- 
tion was  by  Captain  Whittaker,  of  the  First 
Connecticut,  and  Aid-detcamp  to  General  WU- 
wn<  He  left  Ream's  station  at  eight  ▲.  m.,  of 
^  twenty-ninth,  with  forty  men  of  the  Third 
^'ew  York  cavalry,  and  by  cutting  his  way 
throogfa  a  portion  of  a  colmnn  on  the  move,  he 
reached  headquarters  exactly  at  10:20  a.  m. 

Dashing  at  full  speed  through  woods  and 
swamps,  over  ditches  and  fences,  and,  in  some 
cases,  cutting  their  way  with  the  sabre  through 
fte  rebel  troops,  the  greater  part  of  General 
^vttz'i  division,  consisting  of  the  Fifth  and 


Eleventh  Pennsylvania  First  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  Third  New  York,  with  the  numbers 
already  stated  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Ohio,  and 
a  few  other  regiments,  made  their  way  with  • 
great  difficulty  into  our  lines,  the  enemy  pur- 
suing and  firing  upon  them  until  they  got 
within  our  picket-lines  on  the  Jerusalem  plank- 
road. 

It  is  said  by  some  other  men  coming^  in  that 
the  rebels  shot  and  bayoneted  many  aner  they 
had  surrendered.  One  reports  that  while  lying 
in  a  swamp  he  heard  another,  near  him,  cry 
out,  *'I  surrender."  **  Surrender,  you  — 
Yankee,"  was  the  reply ;  "  take  that,"  accom- 
panving  the  exclamation  with  a  volley.  The 
Kichmond  Enquirer,  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
urged  that  no  quarter  should  be  given  to  any  of 
the  raiders,  alleging  that  the  death  of  every  one 
of  them  would  not  be  an  equivalent  to  tho  rebel 
Gt>vemment  for  the  damage  done. 

This,  if  true,  is  the  most  conclusive  testimony 
that  could  be  asked  as  to  the  complete  effect- 
iveness of  the  raid.  Prisoners  captured  near 
Reams'  station  states  that  General  Lee  had 
sworn  that  not  a  single  raider  should  get  back. 
He  has  evidently  made  stupendous  efforts  to 
make  his  oath  good,  for  not  a  single  crossing 
on  the  Weldon  road  was  left  unguarded. 

The  enemy  had  scouts  out  for  miles  to  the 
westward  on  every  road  by  which  our  troops 
could  possibly  approach,  and  carried  informa- 
tion of  the  direction  in  time  to  meet  us  with  a 
superior  force  at  any  point  It  is  difficult  to 
ascertain  exactly  which  troops  were  encoun- 
tered at  Stony  creek  and  Reams)  station,  but  it 
is  certain  that  there  was  infantry  at  both  points, 
besides  probably  the  greater  portion  of  their 
cavalry. 

The  Sixth  corps  was  immediately  ordered  out 
to  the  assistance  of  the  cavalry,  but  by  the  time 
they  arrived,  which  was  near  evening,  the  affair 
was  over.  They  took  a  position  and  remained 
there  until  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  em- 
ploying themselves  meanwhile  in  destroying  the 
railroad,  which  was  done  most  thoroughly  for 
three  or  four  miles. 

HiADQUiBxns  Abut oriHB  Foio]cao,\ 
Saiarday,  July  2, 10 1.  m.     / 

Crenend  Wilson  has  come  into  our  lines  with 
the  Third  cavalry  division.  There  is  consider- 
able rejoicing  over  his  return.  The  old  Third 
division  still  lives,  and  will  yet  trouble  the 
rebels. 

General  Lee,  in  his  vi^ftlent  rage,  swore  that 
not  one  should  escape.  The  guns  and  wagons 
we  can  well  afford  to  lose,  in  consideration  of 
the  irreparable  damage  done  their  roads. 

The  cavahry  of  the  Third  division,  with  whom 
I  have  conversed,  present  a  sorry  picture. 
They  are  dusty  and  almost  worn  out  by  twelve 
days'  incessant  marching  and  vigils,  durine 
which  they  have  marched  over  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles.  Finding  it  impossible  to  cut 
through  the  rebel  lines  at  Reams'  station,  and 
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no  help  coining  from  the  vicinity  of  Peteisburgi 
General  Wilson  ordered  his  command  to  retreat, 
under  cover  of  nieht.  toward  Suffolk. 

Hfiving  crossed  Nottoway  river  about  thirty 
miles  below  Petersburg,  they  struck  for  the 
railroad  and  crossed  at  Jarrett's  station,  and 
bearing  southward^  crossed  the  Bladcwater  at 
the  county  road  bridge,  and  came  into  our  lines 
at  Cabin  Point,  five  miles  Bouthreast  of  Fort 
Powhatan. 


Doc.  88. 


GENERAL  DRAPER  S  EXPEDITIOK. 

FQDiT  LoosODX,  ICa,  June  21,  1804. 

The  expedition  that  left  here  on  Saturday 
night,  June  eleventh,  has  just  returned,  and 
proved  to  be  a  complete  success,  having  had 
two  engagements  with  the  rebels,  and  destroy- 
ing and  capturing  over  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  property,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  belonged  to  the  rebel  government  The 
expedition  consisted  of  both  land  and  naval 
forces,  the  former  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Brigadier-General  Draper,  commanding  this  post, 
ilccompanied  by  the  following  Staff:  Captain  P. 
H.  Gibbs,  Fourth  Rhode  Island,  Assistant 
*  Adjutant  General ;  Captain  N.  C.  Goodwin,  Quar- 
termaster ;  Lieutenant  A.  Jenks,  Aid-de-Camp ; 
Lieutenant  Scudder,  Commissary  of  Subsistence ; 
Lieutenant  Jonley,  Assistant  Quartermaster ;  E. 
W.  Walton,  Surgeon.  The  land  forces  were  con- 
veyed on  board  the  transports  Georgia,  Long 
Branch,  Charleston,  and  Governor  Hicks.  The 
naval  forces  were  under  command  of  Com- 
mander Hooker,  United  States  Navy,  whose 
flagship  was  the  Commodore  Reed,  together 
with  the  gunboats  Fuchsia,  Captain  Street ; 
Freeborn,  Captain  Arthurs,  and  the  Teaser, 
Resolute,  and  Eureka.  The  land  forces  con- 
sisted of  six  hundred  infantry,  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  Captain  Hart,  Thirty-sixth  (Jnited 
States  cavalry  volunteers,  and  fifty  regular  cav- 
alry, under  Lieutenant  Denney.  The  naval  land 
forces  consisted  of  one  hundred  marines  and 
sailors,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Street, 
of  the  gunboat  Fuchsia,  assisted  by  Ensign  Nel- 
son and  Assistant  Engineer  Delano,  United 
States  Navy.  The  combined  forces  landed 
at  the  mouth  of  Pope  creek,  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Virginin,  some  fifty  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the-  Potomac.  On  Sunday 
morning  the  forces  look  the  direct  route  to 
Montrose,  the  county  seat  of  Westmoreland, 
reaching  that  place  safely,  but  in  the  town  the 
cavalry  discovered  some  rebels,  who  fired  on 
them  and  escaped  down  a  deep  ravine.  On 
Sunday  night  we  encamped  one  mile  south  of 
Montrose,  near  the  mansion  of  Mr.  Hungerford, 
a  former  clerk  in  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department  He  has  several  daughters,  and 
one  among  them  exhibited  the  utmost  cool- 
ness under  these  trying  circumstances.  As  our 
men  were  driving  off  her  father's  stock,  she 


waved  her  head  politely,  and  qK>ke  as  kindly  ts 
though  all  wajs  expected. 

There  the  force  was  divided,  one  party  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Hart,  proceeded 
to  the  Rappahannock  direct^  bv  way  of  the  rich 
country  called  the  Hague,  while  the  main  party, 
under  the  command  of  the  Colonel  in  person, 
took  the  direct  road  to  Warsaw,  the  coontj 
town  of  Richmond  county.  When  witiunaome 
two  miles  of  the  town,  we  met  two  or  three 
rebel  horsemen,  who  attempted  to  escape  bat 
failed,  as  we  succeeded  in  capturing  one  S^ 
geant  Montgomery,  the  enrolling  officer  of  Rick- 
mond  coun^.  Before  he  would  surrender,  how- 
ever, he  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him. 
The  command  now  marched  direct  to  Warsaw, 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinify  captured  a  large 
quantity  of  clothing,  freshly  made  for  the  rebel 
soldiers,  togedier  with  tobacco,  whiskey,  asd 
other  blocl^de  goods. 

At  this  place  we  encamped  on  Monday  night 
In  the  meantime  a  large  lot  of  stock  was  sent 
with  Captain  (Joodwin,  Second  Maryland,  to 
take  the  transports  at  Nomani  credL.  On  Tues- 
day morning  the  forces  started  on  the  road  to 
Derrittsville,  which  place  they  arrived  at  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  encamped  on  the  large  plan- 
tation of  Dr.  Middleton,  a  strong  secesh,  who 
furnished  us  with  an  ample  supply  of  baooo  and 
flour,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  iU  humor.  At 
this  place  we  were  joined  by  the  commaiid 
imder  Captain  Hart,  who  brought  in  a  large 
quantity  of  stock,  nne  horses,  cattle,  &c  He 
had  a  small  brush  with  the  rebels,  and  one  mm 
by  the  name  of  Harvey,  a  regular  ca^aby  man, 
was  captured  bv  the  rebels  and  carried  in  the 
brush.  But  when  the  negro  infiEuatry  made  a 
charge,  they  were  compefled  to  run,  and  he 
made  his  escape.  They  told  him  they  had  a 
piece  of  rope  awaiting  for  him,  and  that  he 
would  be  hung  at  sunset  Captain  Hart  also 
burned  some  mrge  mills  filled  with  grain  and 
flour. 

On  this  night  the  Colonel  communicated  with 
the  gunboats,  and  they  started  at  once  around 
to  meet  us  at  Union  wharf,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock. During  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday 
morning  there  was  constant  firing  on  our  pick- 
ets, and  as  we  advanced  to  the  Rappahannock, 
they  seemed  to  get  bolder.  We,  however, 
reached  the  Union  wharf  by  evening,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  build  or  repair  toe  whar^ 
which  was  destroyed  by  General  Kilpatrick  in 
his  raid  through  this  section  of  the  country 
about  one  year  ago.  This  was  not  accomplished 
until  Friday  night  On  Thursday  the  enemy 
appeared  in  our  rear,  and  the  cavalry  were  at 
once  made  in  readiness  to  advance,  the  Colonel 
taking  command  in  person.  Lieutenant  Denny 
being  seriously  indisposed.  They  soon  came 
up  with  him  in  the  vicinify  of  Persons'  farm, 
some  three  miles  from  the  wharf.  As  soon  af 
in  sight  of  the  rebels  (some  thirty  strong),  the 
Colonel  immediately  ordered  a  charge.  This 
order  was  not  obeyed  by  the  troop  of  cavaby* 
men,  who  behaved  in  rather  a  bad  mann^* 
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Iht  GoIoDel  seeing  the  way  the  thing  was  work- 
ing, at  once  tnrned  and  came  back,  and  ordered 
the  colored  infantry  to  his  snpport,  which  they 
did  at  a  donble-qnick,  but,  as  nsnal,  the  rebels 
&iled  to  appear  when  met  with  the  same  num- 
ber of  men. 

On  Friday,  the  eighteenth,  the  two  companies 
of  the  command  were  called  to  take  the  direct 
rottd  in  search  of  the  rebel  force,  and  either 
▼hip  them  or  compel  them  to  fall  IraM^k,  the  Col- 
onel, during  the  night  having  received  word 
that  they  had  strong  reinforcements,  and 
were  ready  to  dispute  his  way  to  Heath- 
rJHe.  This  intelligence  was  communicated,  as 
nual,  by  the  plantation  negroes.  The  Colonel 
bad  no  earthly  wish  to  go  to  Heathville,  but 
Btili  would  give  &e  rebeu  a  brush  before  he 
left  The  troops  advanced  on  the  rebels,  who 
were  fouDd  posted  at  the  old  spot,  behind  barri- 
cades and  fences.  Their  forms  could  plainly  be 
Been,  and  from  appearance,  they  appeared  to  be 
at  least  five  hundred  strong ;  over  two  hundred 
horses  could  be  distinctly  counted.  The  forces 
commanded  by  the  Colonel  consisted  of  one 
bmdred  and  forty  men  in  the  line  of  advance — 
twenty  as  a  reserve,  and  forty  as  a  support  to  the 
cavalry,  there  being  little  dependence  on  the  cav- 
ilry— from  the  former  fight  the  day  before, 
ahhougfa  I  am  satisfied  there  were  some  noble 
iod  daring  spirits  among  them.  The  colored 
infantry  were  now  deployed  to  the  right  through 
a  grove,  and  as  they  began  to  advance  the  rebels 
fired  several  volleys.  The  infantry  c^in  ad- 
vanced, and  opened  on  them  by  file.  This  had 
its  effect,  and  tMi  the  second  volley  several 
horsemen  were  seen  to  fiedl,  and  soon  the  rebels 
b^an  to  run,  and  had  the  charge  been  made  as 
soon  as  ordered,  tiieir  whole  force  would  have 
been  captured. 

We  learned  the  command  consisted  of  over 
six  hundred  men,  a  portion  being  the  advance 
of  a  large  force  sent  by  General  Wade  Hamp- 
t)D,  consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  Seventh  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  and  the  Forty-ninth  Virginia 
afizitry,  intended  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 
fins  expedition,  they  having  the  idea  that  we 
would  take  the  direct  road  to  Heathville. 

The  command  was  then  marched  back  to  the 
boats,  and  all  embarked  safelv,  the  rebels,  how- 
ever, appearing  on  the  beach  before  we  left 
The  Commodore  Reed  opened  her  broadside  on 
fiiem,  and  sent  them  some  grape  and  shell, 
▼faich  had  t^e  effect  to  make  them  decamp  in- 
ftantly,  and  the  wharf  we  had  built  was  de- 
stroyed asain,  and  all  the  boats  steamed  up  the 
river  to  Uoyd's  landing,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Sapptnannock  river,  some  thirty  miles  above 
the  Tappahannock,  in  Essex  county,  Virginia. 
The  horses  were  again  landed  safely,  and  we  took 
the  direct  road  to  Lloyd's,  passing  through  a 
&e  country,  stocked  with  horses,  sheep  and 
eattfe,  a  bu^e  number  of  which  we  succeeded 
^  capturing.  The  country  was  highly  cultiva- 
ted ;  acres  and  acres  of  flowing  gram  presented 
itself  to  the  eve.  On  the  rcmd  we  burned 
file  kige   afid  extsanve    fiovring   mills   of 


Colonel  R.  T.  M.  Hunter,  late  United  States 
Senator,  now  a  strong  rebel  The  mills  were 
filled  with  Confederate  flour ;  before  they  were 
consumed,  a  liberal  portion  was  delivered  to  the 
poor  fEunilies  connected  with  these  extensive 
estates.  The  forces  then  proceeded  on  to 
Lloyd's.  Here  we  received  information  that 
General  Wade  Hampton  was  in  the  rear  of  Sheri- 
dan, whose  force  had  just  passed  on  Saturday 
through  New  Town  and  Hampton,  close  after 
him  ;  also,  that  the  Ninth  and  Forty-ninth  Vir- 
nnia,  of  his  command,  had  crossed  over  into 
Richmond  county  to  intercept  us,  but  were  too 
late.  Soon  after,  our  cavalry  pickets  who  were 
out  on  the  road  to  New  Town,  came  back  and 
reported  the  rebels  advancing.  We  made  a 
short  turn  (after  securing  all'  the  stock),  and 
made  direct  for  the  cover  of  the  gunboate,  the 
cavalry  in  the  meantime  burning  all  the  mills 
containing  Confederate  flour,  and  visiting  the 
extensive  lands  and  mansion  of  Mr.  Hunter.  A 
large  number  of  negroes  left  his  plantation  and 
followed  us  to  the  boats.  We  got  our  stock  aU 
on  the  transporto,  and  started  them  again  to 
Point  Lookout  At  Tappahannock  we  landed, 
and  again  had  a  skirmish  with  the  rebels,  we 
holding  possession  of  the  town  with  the  infantry, 
while  the  cavalry  made  some  lar^  hauls  on  the 
rich  planters  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  In  the 
evenmg,  the  rebels  having  driven  in  our  piok- 
eto,  the  colored  infantry  were  again  called  up  in 
battle  line. 

The  cattle,  horses,  and  fiarming  utensils  hav- 
ing been  all  safely  deposited  on  board,  the  boat 
started  on  the  down  trip,  the  gunboate  giving 
the  rebels  .at  Union  whslrf  a  ssJute.  Here  we 
again  landdd  with  a  few  men,  and  found  that  the 
rebels  in  large  force  had  been  there,  and  were 
sadly  disappointed  in  not  finding  us.  We 
reached  the  Point  late  on  Monday  night,  having 
been  away  eight  days,  capturing  on  the  route 
two  hundred  norses  and  mules,  four  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  and  fifty  sheep,  bringing  away 
four  hundred  contrabands,  and  farming  utensils 
to  a  large  amount.  Taking  it  in  the  whole,  the 
raid  was  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  war, 
and  it  is  not  saying  too  mudi  when  we  say  that 
the  success  of  the  expedition  depended  greatly 
on  the  sagacity  and  skill  of  the  acting  Ueneral 
commanding. 


Doo.  89. 


THE  ICUBDEB  OF  NEGBO  TROOPS. 

OxAUWA,  MmBBiiTf,  June  14, 18M. 

There  is  but  one  fetct  significant  above  aU 
others  in  connection  with  the  recent  victory  of 
General  Forrest — it  is  the  first  which  has  been 
won  by  the  smaller  over  the  larger  force,  where 
the  inequality  in  numbers  was  so  g^eat  that 
every  participant  in  the  struggle  must  have 
been  conscious  of  the  relative  strength  of  the 
combatante.  Strategy,  Forrest's  name,  and  con- 
fidence in  their  leader,  won  Uie  day.  The  Yan- 
kees and  negroes  opposed  Forrest  in  Middle 
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Tennessee,  and  came  forth  simply  to  slaughter 
the  helpless,  to  plander  and  desolate  the  country. 

Forrest's  strength  in  the  contest  was  aboat 
three  thousand  five  himdrtd  men.  The  number 
of  neeroes  and  whites  is  not  accurately  ascer- 
tained. Prisoners  say  that  their  force  was 
twelve  or  fifteen  thousand.  Telegraphic  des- 
patches have  given  the  general  result  of  the 
battle,  but  many  days  must  elapse  before  the 
details  are  known.  Prisoners  are  constantly 
brought  in  by  the  country  people.  Very  few 
negroes  it  seems  have  been  captured.  Perhaps 
not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  have  appeared  at 
headquarters.  Most  of  them  fled  as  soon  as  it 
was  Known  that  Forrest  was  on  the  batde-field. 
Those  that  were  taken  escaped.  (?)  The  sol- 
diers say  that  they  "  lost  them." 

Yon  must  know  that  most  of  Forrest's  men 
are  from  Western  Tennessee.  Before  the  batde 
fugitives  from  the  counties  through  which 
Sturgis  and  his  troops  were  advancing,  came 
into  camp  detailing  incidents  which  made  men 
shudder  who  are  accustomed  to  scenes  of  vio- 
lence and  bloodshed.  I  cannot  relate  the 
stories  of  these  poor  frightened  people.  Rob- 
bery, rapine,  and  the  assassination  of  men  and 
women,  were  the  least  of  crimes  committed, 
while  the  **  Avengers  of  Fort  Pillow"  overran 
and  desolated  the  country.  Rude  unlettered 
men,  who  had  fought  at  Shiloh,  and  in  many 
subsequent  battles,  wept  like  children  when 
they  heard  of  the  enormities  to  which  their 
mothers,  sisters,  and  wives  had  been  subjected 
by  the  negro  mercenaries  of  Sturgis.  The 
mildest,  most  peaceable  of  our  soldiers  became 
madmen  when  they  heard  iiow  the  persons  of 
their  kinswomen  were  violated;  The  negroes 
were  regardless  of  the  age,  condition,  sex,  or 
entreaties  of  their  victims.  In  one  instance, 
the  grandmother,  daughter,  and  granddaughter, 
were  each,  in  the  same  room,  held  by  the 
drunken  brutes,  and  subjected  to  outrages  bv 
the  bare  recital  of  which  humanity  is  appalled. 
A  young  wife,  enclente,  taken  to  a  negro  en- 
campment, and,  tied  to  stakes  driven  in  the 
ground,  was  made  to  minister  to  the  hell-bom 
passions  of  a  dozen  fiends.  Death,  in  his  mercy 
came  to  her  relief.  A  little  boy,  who  sought 
to  defend  his  mother,  was  brutsJly  bayoneted. 
When  their  savage  lusts  were  gratified,  the 
victims  here  and  there  were  burned  in  their 
dwellings.  Insanity,  in  some  cases,  came  to 
the  relief  of  sufferings  such  as  never  before 
were  inflicted  upon  numan  creatures  by  re- 
morseless fiends  in  human  shape.  Terror,  and 
Uie  agony  of  hopeless  shame,  and  famine,  and  fire, 
and  blood,  and  the  assassination  of  the  helpless 
and  unoffending,  marked  the  progress  of  the 
"  Avengers  of  Fort  Pillow."  It  is  not  strange 
that  negro  prisoners  were  **  lost"  The  whites 
who  led  them  on  and  incited  them  to  these  dam- 
nable deeds,  deserve  a  more  terrible  punishment 
Tet  we  have  sent  three  thousand  of  those 
white  men  to  prison  to  be  exchanged.  Simple 
justice  demands  their  instant  execution  by  the, 
hangman's  rope. 


You  have  heard  that  our  soldiers  buried  ne- 
groes alive  at  Fort  Pillow.  This  is  true.  At 
the  first  fire  after  Forrest's  men  scaled  the  walk, 
many  of  the  n<^oes  threw  down  &eir  armiisd 
fell  as  if  they  were  dead.  They  perished  in  the 
pretence,  and  coidd  only  be  restored  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  To  resuscitate  some  of 
them,  more  terrified  than  the  rest,  they  were 
rolled  into  the  trenches  made  as  recepta- 
cles for  the  &llen.  Vitality  was  not  restored 
till  breathing  was  obstructed,  and  Iheo  the 
resurrection  began.  On  these  &ctB  is  based  the 
pretext  for  the  crimes  committed  by  8taigifl, 
Grierson,  and  their  followers.  Yon  must  re- 
member, too,  that  in  the  extremity  of  their  ter- 
ror, or  for  other  reasons,  the  Yankees  ud 
negroes  in  Fort  PiUow  neglected  to  haul  down 
their  flag.  In  truth,  relyug  upon  their  gu- 
boats,  the  officers  expected  to  annihilate  ov 
forces  after  we  had  entered  the  fbrtificatioDa 
They  did  not  intend  to  surrender. 

A  terrible  retribution,  in  any  event,  has  befiB- 
en  the  ignorant,  deluded  Africans.— Jtoto 
Appeal,  July,  1864 


Doo.  90. 


AFFAIRS  IK  ATLANTA,  OEOBGIA. 
THE  APPROACH  OF  GENERAL  SHERMAK. 

To  the  ladies  of  SL  Philip's  Parish: 

Ladies  :  It  is  nnnecessary  for  us  to  teD  yon 
the  enemy  is  at  your  door.  The  booming  of 
the  cannon  announces  the  stern  fiict  in  unmit- 
takable  language ;  yet  we  may  tell  you  what 
you  seem  to  have  forgotten. 

This  is,  that  wounded,  mangled  and  djriis 
soldiers,  who  have  ^iven  all  for  the  def&iae  o^ 
your  homes,  are  daily  brought  to  our  city,  ex-i 
pecting  the  relief  at  your  h^ds  that  their  valorl 
entitles  them  to  receive.     They  have  pUoad 
themselves  between  you  and  the  demoos  m\ 
loose  upon  our  land,  contesting  inch  by  inou 
their  advance,  giving  their  life-blood  for  yov' 
protection ;  dying  nobly  to  save  you  from  p^ 
lage,  and  all  its  attendant  horrors.    Is  the  hw 
guage  strong?    Look  at  ^e  desolated  fiekU 
ruined  homes,  and  insulted  women  of  tho 
sections  over  which  these  robbers  and  plQ 
derers  have  passed ;  learn  what  your  own  h 
will  be,  should  we  be  defeateo.    Oan  yoo, 
this  hour  of  peril,  hesitate  to  come  forward  a] 
render  all  the  assistance  in  vour  power  to  70 
brave  defenders?    Upon  the   shoulders  of 
devoted  few  rests  the  heavy  responsibility 
attending  to  their  wants,  and  we  are  finding  t 
undertaking   more   than  we   can   accompli 
alone.   Ladies,  come  forward  and  help  us.  T 
ordinarv  vocations  of  life  must  be,  for  a  tic 
suspenaed. 

Our  brave  soldiers  are  straining  every  ner 
to  win  their  own  and  our  independence,  and 
must  we  bend  all  our  energies  to  &e  task 
attending  those  who  rec^uire  it    A  few  of 
have  determined  to  remain  in  the  ci^  as !« 
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as  fliere  is  a  confederate  soldier  to  care  for ;  and 
we  appeal  to  jon  all  to  lav  aside  your  fear, 
forget  yonr  panic,  dismiss  all  thoughts  of  "  run- 
ning," and  join  ub  in  the  noble  work,  and  when 
(mrUbertjf  is  established  jou  call  then  claim 
your  share  of  its  rewards. 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Jones, 
FresktoDt  St.  PhiUp'B  HoepiUl  Aid  Societf. 

Nri.  D.  N.  Jddson, 

Secrateij. 

TBB  GALL  TO  PRATEB. 

• 

Oar  readers  have  noticed,  we  presume,  the 
proclamation  of  the  Mayor  of  Atlanta,  summon- 
ing the  p4}ople  to  fksting  and  prayer,  in  view  of 
the  penis  which  threaten  our  city.  A  short 
time  ago  the  same  authority  called  on  all  the 
able-bodied  men  of  the  city  to  rally  for  its  de- 
fence. 

These  two  proclamations  are  entirely  har- 
mooions.  After  having  employed  all  the  means 
within  our  reach  to  resist  the  approach  of  the 
invader,  it  is  well  to  remember  mat  our  chief 
dependence  is  on  an  Almighty  arm.  K  Provi- 
dence vouchsafe  a  blessing  upon  our  armies, 
&e  preparations  which  have  been  made  will  be 
foond  efBcient  to  hurl  back  in  confusion  and 
disaster  the  columns  which  our  vaunting  foe  is 
preeaing  upon  us.  If  He — ^the  giver  of  victories 
—withhold  his  blessing,  all  that  has  been  done, 
■mple,  gigantic  as  we  deem  it,  will  prove  un- 
svuling. 

It  is  eminently  proper,  in  view  of  this  fact, 
ftat  the  people  who  are  more  immediately  ex- 
posed to  the  present  invasion  should  most 
earawdy  seek  the  Divine  succor.  Let  to-mor- 
row be  einphatically  a  day  of  supplication  to 
Almighty  God'for  his  favor.  Let  the  merchant 
dose  his  doors,  let  the  laborer  intermit  his  toil, 
iod  let  each  give  himself  to  this  important  work. 

Let  old  umI  young,  let  men,  women  and 
diildren  join  their  hearts  and  voices  at  home 
ndinour  sanctuaries  in  importune  supplica- 
tioos  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  the  coveted 
pod.  Never  could  a  people  have  a  more  power- 
nil  incentive  to  prayer  than  that  which  is  now 
i^Km  us.  Our  homes  and  our  altars,  in  a  great 
■leasore  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  very 
Ingelythe  interest  of  our  entire  confederacy, 
•re  suspended  upon  the  result  of  the  battle  which 
Ddw  seems  to  be  impending. 

A  decided  victory  will  give  new  courage  to 
onr  people,  inflict  wide-spread  demoralization 
vpon  tiie  foe,  and  hasten  the  day  of  peace. 
fielf-preservadoQ,  patriotism,  religion— all  sum- 
■wn  OS  to  earnest,  fervent  prayer. 

The  showers  of  yesterday  and  last  night 
chiHed  the  tube  of  oui;  thermometer  consider- 
•^y.  There  is  a  pleasant  breeze  blowing  this 
tt'^mng,  and  the  ladies,  taking  advantage  of 
tbe  plosant  weather,  are  out  shopping  on 
Whitehall  street.  Bareges  seemed  to  have  the 
can  in  the  matter  of  dress,  though  we  noticed 
■evera]  pretty  muslins  and  lawns,  with  now  and 
fl^  alight-colored  summer  silk,  with  waist  of 
vhite  jaconet — AUania  Eegiater,  June  10. 


Doc.  91. 
GENEBAL  HX7KT£B*S  EXPEDITIOK. 

OAULsy,  Wnr  Vokuhu,  Jane  28, 18ML 

The  expedition  is  over— our  work  is  done— 
and  for  the  present  the  command  is  resting  on 
its  arms  and  trophies. 

On  Friday  morning,  June  eleventh,  the  con- 
solidated commands  of  Crook  and  Sullivan — the 
latter  having  the  old  Sigel  division — all  under 
Hunter's  control — marched  out  with  flying  colors 
and  hopeful  spirits  from  Staunton  on  the  road 
through  Middlebrook  to  Lexington.  Three 
miles  from  town  the  rebels  were  posted 
behind  rail  breastworks,  apparently  intending 
to  make  a  serious  opposition  to  our  progress. 
As  it  was,  however,  our  steady  advance  rapidly 
dislodged  them,  and  we  drove  them  before  us, 
scarcely  allowing  them  to  halt  to  fire  upon  us. 
Seventeen  miles  from  Staunton  they  managed  to 
kill  two  and  wound  two  of  our  men,  when  a 
strong  force  of  cavalry  was  sent  forward  to 
charge  and  route  them,  which  done,  they 
troubled  us  no  more  that  day.  The  force  in 
front  of  us  was  ascertained  to  be  merely 
McOausland's  brigade,  whose  only  object  seemed 
to  be  to  delay  our  advance  as  much  as  possible. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  General  Mo- 
Cook's    division,  being   in    the    advance,  ap- 

Eroached  Lexington  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  a 
eavy  cloud  of  smoke  risinfi^  in  front  of  us, 
revealed  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  leading 
over  the  James  into  the  town.  On  the  hign 
banks  opposite,  with  glasses,  we  could  easily 
perceive  rebel  sharpshooters.  The  only  ford 
is  about  a  mile  above  the  site  of  the  bridge, 
and  to  this  ford  the  Second  brigade  is  sent, 
while  the  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  is  placed  on  thfl 
main  road  to  occupy  the  rebels  there.  As  the 
Thirty-sixth  drew  near  the  banks,  a  rebel  shell 
was  sent  so  exactly  in  range  of  their  position 
as  to  wound  six  and  kill  one.  Captain  McMuUen 
was  ordered  up  with  one  section  of  artillery,  and 
proceeded  at  once  most  effectually  to  silence 
the  rebels.  Some  of  them  were  on  top  of  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  but  a  few  shells 
quickly  drove  them  from  their  high  position, 
and  about  two  o'clock  they,  fearing  the 
Second  brigade's  having  crossed  the  ford, 
rapidly  skedaddled,  leaving  the  town  to  our 
quiet  occupation. 

Sunday  the  Listitute  buildings  and  Governor 
Letcher's  house  were  burned,  ten  minutes'  time 
being  given  to  remove  any  property  from  the 
latter.  In  the  afternoon  a  contraband  brought 
in  word  that  seven  canal  boats  were  hidden 
nine  miles  off,  deeply  laden  with  stores,  etc. 
To  secure  these,  Captain  Blazer  with  his  scouts 
was  sent  out,  and,  skirmishing  the  whole  route, 
he  found  the  boats  as  reported.  Burning  five 
of  them,  he  dismounted  his  men  and  hauled  the 
remaining  two  to  Lexington.  In  them  were  six 
cannons — ^two  six-pounders,  one  twelv&-pounder 
and  three  mountain  howitzers — nine  thousand 
rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  a  ton  and  a  half 
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of  powder,  and  commissary  stores  in  great 
▼ariety  and  abundance.  General  Duffie  rejoined 
ns  here,  having  marched  through  Waynesboro* 
on  to  the  Charlotte ville  and  Lynchbui^  railroad, 
tearing  up  a  small  portion  of  the  kitter  and 
capturing  a  good  part  of  Jackson's  wagon  trains. 

Tuesday  evening  we  camped  at  Buchanan. 
Averell,  coming  inoefore  us,  captured  the  Con- 
federate Navy  records  of  1861  and  1862,  to- 
gether with  twelve  more  canal  boats  heavily 
laden  with  provisions. 

On  the  fiiteenth,  while  we  were  halting  at 
the  base  of  the  Peaks  of  Otter,  information  was 
received  that  Breckinridge  with  ten  thousand 
men  was  at  Balcony  Falls,  intending  to  attack 
us  on  our  flanks.  In  a  good  position  for  de- 
fence, Ckneral  Crook  awaited  Genend  Hunter's 
and  the  other  division.  The  whole  command 
then  being  assembled,  and  no  foe  appearing, 
we  once  more  marched  forward,  stopping  for 
the  night  at  Taney  Farm,  almost  at  the  base  of 
the  Peaks  of  Otter. 

Thursday  noon  we  entered  Liberty,  with 
bands  playing  **  Hail  Columbia,"  Yankee  Doodle," 
&c.  Halting,  the  whole  command  proceeded  to 
tear  up  and  demolish  the  railroad,  including  a 
bridge  seven  hundred  feet  long.  For  seven 
miles  the  work  is  maintained,  and  night  closed 
in  upon  a  scene  of  smouldering  timbers,  ties, 
and  hopelessly  bent  and  twisted  rails. 

In  Liberty  were  five  or  six  rebel  hospitals, 
in  which  were  a  large  number  of  sick  and 
wounded  from  Lee's  army.  We  learn  here  that 
the  rebels  are  rapidly  moving  all  their  stores 
from  Lynchburg  to  Danville,  anticipating  the 
at  least  possible  capture  of  the  former  pUoe. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth, 
having  heard  from  Averell  that  the  enemy  were 
*drawn  up  in  good  number  in  front  of  him  at 
New  London,  we  marched  Crook's  division  in 
advance,  by  a  road  not  laid  down  on  maps, 
along  the  north  of  the  railroad,  crossing  at 
James  Church.  This  movement  tending  to 
bring  us  in  the  rebel  rear,  caused  them  to 
retire  toward  Lynchburg.  Cutting  across  the 
country  we  endeavored  to  intercept  their  re- 
treat, but  arrived  just  too  late  on  the  main 
road.  Stopping  here  for  dinner  we  were  within 
about  seven  miles  of  the  city,  on  the  road  to 
New  London.  The  pickets  of  the  two  parties 
were  so  close,  that  various  uncomplimentary  re- 
marks were  passed  quite  freely  ^om  one  to  the 
oUier.  At  four  o'clock,  with  the  Ninety-first 
Ohio,  Second  brigade  of  Crook's  division,  in  ad- 
vance, we  moved  out  on  the  road,  and  in  about 
two  miles  the  rapid  firing  in  front  told  us  that 
we  were  near  the  enemy's  first  position.  They 
opened  on  us  with  a  vigorous  cannonade,  hav- 
ing evidently  obtained  the  range  of  all  promi- 
nent points  in  our  lines  by  previous  practice. 
The  Third  brigade  being  placed  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  the  Second  on  the  right,  the  order  to 
charge  was  given.  The  main  opposition  was 
found  on  our  right,  the  Ninety-first  and  Twelfth 
Ohio  suffering  most  severely.  The  Third 
brigade  having  little  bat  sktrmiBfaing,  as  it  was, 


on  the  first  charge,  the  rebels  were  driven  back 
fully  two  miles  to  ^eir  line  of  breastworkB,  the 
Ninety.first  Ohio  gallantly  capturing  and  bring- 
ing off  the  field  a  rifled  gun  made  in  Liverpool, 
a  Blakeley'tf  patent  I  heard  also  tibat  tiire« 
other  guns  were  c^tured  in  this  diuge.  or 
rather  series  of  charges,  but  have  only  been 
able  to  verify  hearing  by  sight  in  the  case  of 
this  one.  During  this  attack  both  sides  mm- 
tained  a  furious  nr«  of  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
the  rebel  gunners  evidently  being  skilful  hands 
in  the  management  of  their  pieces.  Qnr  loss 
was  rather  large  here,  especially  in  the  NizM^- 
first  and  Twelfth,  Colonel  Turley  of  the  former 
having  his  right  thigh  fritctared. 

By  the  time  our  men  were  safely  posted,  tod 
rested  from  their 'arduous  three  bonre'  work; 
the  moon  had  long  been  shining,  and  the  thick 
darkness  of  the  woods  in  our  front,  and  the  un- 
known character  of  the  ground,  forbade  any  fur- 
ther operations  for  the  night  By  this  time  ^ 
three  brigades  of  Crook's  division  being  ea- 
camped  in  line  of  battle,  in  tike  advance,  were 
relieved  by  the  First  division,  and  the  met 
camped  and  passed  the  night  quietly  enoiigh, 
save  occasional  shots,  as  some  incautioofi  mtn 
of  either  party  exposed  himself  too  openlj. 

Although  but  two  regiments  of  our  comBnod, 
the  Twelfth  and  Ninety-first  Ohio,  had  been  eih 
gaged  to  any  great  extent,  the  fighting  th;3  first 
day  was  remarkable,  both  for  the  rapiditj  ti 
firing,  and  the  steady  perseverance  of  our  men. 
It  was  confidently  believed  that  had  we  arriTed 
but  a  few  hours  earher,  we  would  have  drivai 
the  enemy  through  Lynchburg  that  ni|ht  As 
it  was  we  were  compelled  to  halt,  and  daring 
the  whole  night  the  locomotive  whisde  told  m 
of  the  rapid  arrival  of  heavy  reinforcements, 
that  were  greeted  with  continual  cheers  of  wrf- 
come  by  the  foe  in  our  front.  Saturday  morning 
came  bright  and  clear,  and  after  an  emr  break- 
fast I  rode  out  to  a  temporary  hospital  on  the 
roadside,  expecting  every  minute  to  hear  a  re- 
newal of  the  battle.  While  talking  to  the 
wounded,  the  battery  right  in  firont  of  the  h» 
tal  sent  a  few  shells  over  into  the  rebel  line,  ^ 
were  immediately  replied  to,  their  shells  goin^ 
over  and  around  the  builaing,  though  nonq 
struck  it  Save  this,  no  firing  of  any  con«- 
quence  happened  during  the  entire  morning,  the 
time  being  occupied  in  changing  the  positioD  a 
our  various  brigades,  so  as  best  to  use  Aed 
against  the  enemy's  rapidly  extending  line,  i^ 
this  time  a  sharp  skirmishing  fire  was  kept  iq 
in  our  inunediate  front  an4  centre,  wlule  i 
louder  report,  followed  by  the  ominous  whistle 
told  of  the  rapid  flight  of  shot  or  riielL  Thj 
First  division  occupied  the  advance  line,  whil^ 
General  Crook's  division  was  sent  off  to  th« 
right,  but  returned  almost  inmiediatdy.  As  th< 
General's  practised  eye  saw  that  the  eiiemj 
were  massing  for  an  attack  on  our  centre,  h 
advised  the  Commanding  General  of  the  fftc^ 
and  recalled  his  division.  It  arrived  not  i 
minute  too  soon.  Having  seen  the  weakenint 
of'  our  centre,  and  not  knowing  of  the  return  d 
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the  Eanawba  division,  the  rebels  came  on  in 
perfect  confidence  of  victory.  There  they 
come,  old  veterans  of  the  famous  Ewell  corps, 
practiBed  in  the  hundred  battles  of  tlie  Potomac 
army,  rank  after  rank.  Will  our  men  resist  and 
repel  this  almost  irresistible  torrent  of  steel, 
lead  and  iron,  rushing  on  to  overwhelm  them  ? 
We  wait  but  a  few  minutes.  Grape,  canister, 
Bhell,  are  hurled  on  them  from  our  batteries, 
while  regiment  after  regiment  pours  in  its 
effective  fare  at  short  range.  They  waver,  halt, 
torn,  when,  with  a  cheer,  our  men  are  up  and 
after  them,  driving  them  clear  into  and  behind 
tibeir  breastworks.  These  being  completely  com- 
manded by  works  in  the  rear,  our  men  reluc- 
tantly retired,  brineing  with  them  numerous 
||ma,  dropped  by  the  rebels  in  their  hurried 
Sight  In  this  charge  t^e  Fifth  Virginia  infan- 
try bj  some  misunderstanding  got  into  the 
front  ranks,  although  they,  with  the  whole 
Second  division,  were  only  used  as  reserves. 
As  it  was,  they  rushed  on  with  the  advance  oc- 
cnpjing  the  left,  and  suffered  severely,  losing 
about  thirty  men. 

With  this  charge,  repulse  and  charge,  ended 
the  second  day's  work  before  Lynchburg.  We 
had  tested  the  enemy's  position  and  numbers, 
ajid  found  both  too  great  for  our  army,  with 
limited  rations,  to  overcome.  Before  us  was  a 
Btronglv-fortitied  town,  that  if  taken  by  us  at 
all,  could  only  be  taken  by  surprise.  In  it  were 
troops  far  suipassing  ours  in  numbers  and 
freshness,  fighting  behind  breastworks. 

So,  quietly,  on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth, 
the  wagon  and  ambulance  trains  were  started  ; 
in  the  afternoon  and  about  nine  o'clock  the 
troops  were  withdrawn,  and  our  journey  home 
was  commenced,  General  Crook's  division 
bringing  up  and  guarding  the  rear. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Colonel  Powell,  Second 
Virginia  cavalry,  with  the  First  and  Second 
Virginia  cavalry  regiments  aud  two  guns, 
marched  around  by  the  right,  to  cut  the  rail- 
road east  of  Lynchburg,  and  surprise  a  fort 
about  two  miles  from  the  city.  By  some  over- 
sight, the  guide  missed  the  road  and  led  them 
ten  miles  out  of  the  wav,  to  CampbeU  Court- 
bouse.  After  a  slight  skinnish,  in  which  they 
killed  two  and  captured  six,  a  messenger 
Mrived  fiom  Avereli,  informing  the  Colonel  of 
pur  withdrawal,  and  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
join the  main  column  without  doing  much  in- 
jury to  the  railroad. 

Fljing  rumors,  and  fake  rumors,  too,  passed 
from  one  end  of  our  column  to  the  other,  as  to  the 
number  and  designs  of  the  enemy  following  in 
oor  rear.  The  event  proved  their  only  object 
to  be  to  harass,  as  much  as  fifteen  hundred  men 
could,  our  armv,  and  pick  up  stragglers.  Early's 
jiivision  jLould  not  be  spared  from  Richmond 
longer  than  absolutely  necessary  for  Lynch- 
bur|'8  safety,  so  McCausland  followed  us  with 
ni8  brigade.  It  was  galling  to  our  brave  sol- 
tea  to  retire  thus  in  the  guise  of  retreat  before 
the  men  they  had  so  often  overcome  and  routed. 
To  give  them  a  battle,  if  they  really  wished  it, 
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at  Buford's  Gap,  General  Crook  drew  up  his 
division  in  line  and  awaited  their  onset.  The 
men  were  fairly  longing  for  one  more  chance  to 
punish  the  wolves  hovering  in  our  rear,  but 
they  came  not,  and  after  waiting  a  couple  of 
hours,  onco  more  we  marched  on,  and  once  more 
they  followed.  All  night  of  the  twentieth  we 
marched  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and 
every  bridge  or  culvert  that  was  burnable  was 
burned,  so  that  through  the  whole  country  for 
miles  shone  the  light  of  these  traces  of  our 
devastating  march. 

As  the  command  was  at  breakfast  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-first,  in  and  around 
Salem,  the  rebels  made  a  fierce  attack  on  the 
rear,  with  both  musketry  and  shells.  A  brigade 
being  sent  back  to  assist  in  covering  the  retreat 
into  the  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  Catewba  Moun- 
tain, the  trains  wore  hurried  on.  For  a  few 
momente  it  was  very  difficult  to  decide  whether 
we  were  not  going  to  have  a  regular  stampede, 
such  a  panic  seemed  to  possess  the  inevitable 
teamsters.  The  trains  passed  on  in  safety,  and 
were  followed  by  Carlin's  aud  Stone's  batteries, 
that  by  some  strange  neglect,  were  left  un- 
guarded by  any  except  the  artillerists,  they 
having  neither  revolvers  nor  sabres.  Passing 
into  a  defile,  a  party  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  rebels  rushed  dowji  on  them,, 
drove  them  off,  and  proceeded  leisurely  to  chop 
up  the  spokes  of  the  wheels  and  cut  the  traces, 
and  leaa  off  the  horses,  and  all,  too,  without 
firing  a  single  shot  So  quietly  was  it  all 
done,  that  persons  accompanying  the  line, 
quietly  resting  in  a  wood  near  by,  heard  or 
knew  nothing  of  it,  until  a  score  or  two  of 
frightened  artillerists  rushed  up  to  tell  of 
their  loss.  The  remaining  conunand  coming 
up  were  astonished  to  find  the  ruins  of  two 
splendid  batteries  standing  in  the  road  a  desolate 
monument  to  somebody's  inexperience  and  guilt 
An  effort  was  made  to  haul  off  the  pieces  in 
wagons,  bnt  it  was  found  possible  to  carry  but 
four ;  the  remaining  six,  spiked,  and  with  trun- 
nions knocked  off,  were  hidden.  The  ten  car- 
riages and  ten  caissons  were  then,  by  some  bril- 
liant orders,  fired  and  left  to  burn  by  the 
roadside,  over  which  almost  our  whole  column 
has  still  to  pass.  The  result  may  easily  be 
imagined,  and  the  folly  and  stupidity  of  the 
morning's  work  culminated  in  the  killing  of  six 
men  and  woimding  ten  of  the  Second  Virginia 
cavalry.  Our  loss,  then,  by  this  sole  disaster  of 
biur  retreat,  is  six  cannon,  ten  carriages,  ten 
caissons,  one  hundred  and  twenty  horses,  six 
men  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

It  is  entirely  owing  to  the  policy  maintained 
in  the  First  division,  of  carrying  the  batteries  as 
trains  separated  from  the  column.  Unarmed  as 
the  men  are,  we  can  readily  perceive  what  an 
easy  matter  it  would  be  for  any  enterprising 
rebel  with  a  small  command  to  dash  in  and 
destroy  and  capture,  as  was  done  Tuesday 
morning.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  induce 
General  Crook  to  place  his  batteries  in  the  same 
position  in  our  cotmuns,  bnt  he  steadily  refused^ 
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and  the  good  results  of  his  persistence  became 
evident  on  Tuesday,  when  a  similar  attack  was 
made  upon  Captain  McMullen's  battery,  when 
the  rebels  were  driven  off,  with  a  number 
killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first,  General 
Crook,  growing  tired  of  the  incessant  skirmish- 
ing in  our  rear,  determined  to  give  the  rebels  a 
lesson,  and,  concealing  the  Thirty-third  regiment 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  marched  on.  The 
over-confident  bushwhackers — for  such  alone 
they  are— followed,  and,  as  usual,  fired  on  our 
rear.  A  return  fire  from  the  infantrv  from  the 
roadside  greeted  ti^em,  and  killed  hfteen  and 
wounded  several.  Since  then  they  have  been 
very  cautious  of  any  too  near  approach  to  our 
columns. 

At  Salem  we  turned  north  on  the  road  over 
Catawba  Mountain  to  Newcastle,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  twenty-third  we  encamped  at  Sweet 
Springs,  in.  whose  beautiful  grounds  of  old  the 
chivalry  were  wont  to  assemble  and  disport 
themselves.  Passing  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  at  White  Sulphur,  we  reached  Meadow 
BluflGs  on  the  twenty-fifth,  without  incident,  save 
the  great  need  of  rations,  which  began  to  be  felt 
so  pressingly  in  the  ranks.  On  the  twenty-sixth 
and  twenty-seventh  the  march  continued;  on 
the  latter  ^day  the  command  meeting  wagons 
with  abundant  rations.  Once  more  rest  and 
quiet  await  us,  and  in  a  short  time  the  army 
will  be  ready  for  another  expedition,  with,  let 
us  hope,  better  auspices. 

ANOTHER  ACOOONT. 

OimJir,  Jolj  1, 18M. 

I  have  before  me  some  accounts  of  our  Lynch- 
burgh  expedition,  taken  from  late  Lynchburg 
papers,  which  abound  with  the  usual  amount  of 
truth  that  is  found  in  rebel  papers.  And  just 
here  let  me  note  the  fact,  tiiat  the  staunchest 
rebels  we  met  everywhere  on  our  raid,  confessed 
that  they  did  not  and  could  not  know  the  truth 
in  regard  to  the  success  or  failure  of  any  move- 
ments. Their  papers  dared  not  tell  it,  and  the 
people  all  knew  this  to  be  the  case. 

After  a  highly  mythical  account  of  Saturday's 
skirmishing — ^which  the  distorted  rebel  imagina- 
tion magnined  into  an  immense  battle  over  miles 
of  country,  and  in  which  I  learn  that  four  thou- 
sand of  our  cavalry  unsuccessfully  charged  on 
men  behind  rifle-pits  and  breastworks— cer- 
tainly a  new  method  of  warfare — we  read  that : 

"  The  battle  ended  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
the  eneii^  retreated  in  great  haste  on  Saturday 
night  Had  they  remained  until  the  next  day, 
we  are  satisfied,  from  the  dispositions  that  had 

been  made  by  General ,  that  they  would 

have  been  captured.  Their  safety  is  not  now 
an  assured  fact  by  any  means."* 

Hie  fearful  mystery  involved  in  the  blank 
where  tiie  eeneral*s  name  should  be,  is  truly  ap- 
palling, and  well  designed  to  strike  terror  to 
the  heart  of  any  impudent  raider.  On  a  par 
^Oi  this  is  ihe  doubt  in  which  our  safely  was 


still  involved.  Certainly,  the  men  in  cor  f^aflant  i 
army  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  &eir  eae-  j 
mies  were  so  much  more  concerned  about  cor  | 
safety  than  we  ourselves.  ! 

^  In  many  localities,  on  both  the  Salem  and    ! 
Forest  roads,  trees  were  felled  and  blockades  of 
fencenrails  and  stones  were  made  to  impede  nor- 
suit    In  removing  these  some  hours  were  W 
by  our  men." 

This  is  simply  folse.  "  Some  hours  were  lost 
by  their  men,"  but  they  were  lost — ^when  Gen- 
eral Crook's  division  lay  in  line  of  battle,  wait- 
ing for  these  eager  pursuers,  hoping,  lon^iDg 
for  their  approach.  But,  no ! — ^they  halted  just 
outside  of  range  and  continued  there,  until,  tired 
of  waiting,  our  men  once  more  resumed  dieir 
march.  Do  they  forget^-or  perhaps  it  were 
contraband  to  mention  it — ^the  lesson  tan^ 
their  valiant  bushwhackers  by  the  Twenty-thud 
Ohio  at  Buford's  gap  ? 

**  Hunter  reached  Liberty  on  his  retreat  Son- 
day  about  two  o'clock,  our  forces  but  a  short 
distance  behind.  His  rear-guard  was  overtakeo 
about  two  miles  west  of  Liberty,  on  the  road  to 
Buchanan,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in 
which  we  are  reported  to  have  captured  about 
one  hundred  prisoners,  besides  kiUing  and 
wounding  severaL" 

One  would  scarcely  imagine  frcmi  ihe  above 
that  our  whole  command  remained  in  and  about 
Liberty  for  dinner  and  rest  nearly  tiie  whole 
afternoon,  from  two  o'clock  till  dark.  The 
prisoners  taken  must  be  the  few  wounded  left 
in  Liberty  under  the  charge  of  the  three  sur- 
geons with  the  rebel  hospitals. 

But  why  pursue  this  veracious  account  fut- 
ther  ?  The  attempt  was  most  industrioiuJy 
made  to  convey  the  idea  that  our  army  was  dis- 
gracefully routed,  and  that  our  return  waa  a 
retreat,  and  not  simply  a  homeward  march  firom 
a  raid.  And  as  we  of  Hunter's  army  draw  nearer 
the  Northern  world — from  the  wfldemess  of 
mountains  and  valleys  in  which  for  four  weeks 
we  have  been  wandering — we  find  the  same 
idea  prevalent  among  our  own  people.  Oar 
valiant  young  General,  Crook,  was  reported 
kiUed  ;  five  hundred  only  of  his  command  were 
returning,  the  rest  in  Libby,  or  their  last  resting- 
place,  from  life's  wearisome  toils.  Such  reports, 
of  course,  have  been  most  easily  dispelled,  but 
tiiere  still  linger  in  many  minds  oistressiqg 
doubts  and  fears  of  disasters  most  dire.  These 
found  partial  expression  in  a  despatch  publlBhed 
in  your  city  that  seven  thousand  rebels  had 
occupied  LeWisburg,  which,  of  course,  was  un- 
true. In  the  valley,  no  little  surprise  was  mani- 
fested when  they  witnessed  our  quiet  settling 
into  camp  life,  with  no  fortifications,  no  alarms, 
or  undignified  hurry.  Here  they  soon  learned 
our  true  condition ;  but  with  you  it  may  be 
more  difficult  to  see  why  we  failed  to  take 
Lynchburg,  and  why  this  failure  does  not  con- 
stitute a  defeat 

But  we  didn't  take  Lynchburg,  and  whyt 
Simply  because  Major-Gkneral  Hunter  allowed 
a  fauure  in  the  firsti  most  important  ekm^t  of 
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t  nid — oelerity  of  movement  A  raid  is  an  ad- 
Tance  &r  into  an  enemy's  oonntry,  where,  at 
yeiT  short  notice,  rastlj  superior  forces  can  be 
honed  against  the  invading  party.  The  only 
hope  for  snccess  in  sach  a  movement  depends 
upon  the  surprise  of  the  invaded,  the  suddenness 
of  the  blow,  and  ere  he  has  time  to  recover  and 
collect  his  forces,  the  rapidity  of  retom  to  the 
original  base,  where  the  parties  are  on  a  nearly 
equal  footing.  Now,  did  General  Hunter  move 
in  accordance  with  this  re<|uisite?  €(enenJ 
Crook,  with  his  command,  joined  him  at  Staun- 
ton, Wednesday  noon,  June  eighth,  where  he 
had  been  resting  his  men  two  days.  Alreadv, 
among  &e  rebels,  it  was  believed  that  Lynch- 
burg was  the  point  at  which  we  were  aiming. 
Yet  we  lay  at  Staunton  untQ  Friday  morning, 
the  tenth,  and  by  short,  easv  marches,  entered 
Lexington  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh,  and 
rested  here  untO  Taes<&y  morning,  the  four- 
teenth. By  this  time  belief  in  the  rebel  mind 
had  become  certainty,  and  we  heard  that  they 
vere  taking  the  Lynchburg  stores  to  Danville, 
and  making  preparations  to  resist  us  at  Lynch- 
bmg.  Lexington  is  only  forty-one  miles  distant 
from  Lynchburg  by  the  direct  route.  General 
Crook  here  implored  permission  to  march  his 
own  gallant  Kanawha  division  by  this  road,  and 
Bitrprise  and  take  Lynchburg,  in  accordance  with 
his  own  raid-like  custom ;  but  he  was  refused, 
and  compelled  to  march  with  what  he  knew  was 
ahnost  fatal  slowness. 

Instead  of  taking  the  direct  route.  General 
Hunter  leads  us  off  to  Liberty,  by  way  of 
Buchanan,  both  trifling  places,  in  neither  of 
which  did  we  gain  anv  peculiar  advantage,  ta- 
king us  by  two  sides  of  a  triangle  instead  of  the 
shorter  line. 

Now,  notice  the  result  of  all  this  delay  of  four 
daja,  and  how  it  defeated  our  design  against 
Lyncbborg.  We  arrived  at  Lynchbure  Friday 
anemoon.  attacked  and  drove  the  rebels  two 
milea,  and  only  halted  witii  the  coming  night 
During  the  night  the  heavy  reinforcements, 
from  Kidimond,  a  division  under  Early,  arrived 
in  Lynchburg,  having  been  just  five  days  on  the 
waj.  This  latter  fact  we  have  ascertained 
from  undoubted  testimony.  With  these  rein- 
f(^c6ments,  the  army  in  Lynchburg  far  out- 
numbered ours,  and  that  too,  with  the  addition 
of  atrong  breastworks,  rifle-pits  and  forts.  In 
•ucb  a  situation  but  one  course  is  left,  and  that 
is,  imeedy  and  cautious  retreat 

Well,  the  retreat  is  begun,  and  certainly  no 
complaint  can  be  made  of  delay  or  idling  in  this 
part  of  the  march. 

Then,  furthermore,  look  at  the  disgraceful  loss 
of  artillery  to  a  paltry  pack  of  guerrillas,  not 
quite  two  hundred  in  all,  what  more,  or  rather 
lets,  could  be  expected  than  that  such  a  loss 
wouki  of  necessity  follow  from  the  disposition 
made  of  the  batteries,  in  what  seemed  to  be 
more  especially  Hunter's  conunand,  of  the  First 
diTision.  They  were  made  a  separate  train, 
JQst  M  our  wagons.    Attempts  haa  been  made 


to  induce  General  Crook,  to  run  the  same  risk 
with  his  batteries,  but  in  the  absence  of  any 
positive  orders,  he  managed  to  avoid  it 

Such,  then,  seems  to  me  to  be  the  cause  of  our 
fiedlure  to  take  Lynchburg.  General  Hunter,  al- 
though a  good  ofiBcer  of  high  education,  is  not 

the  man  to  "go  on  a  raid." 

t 

OONfKDKRATl  NASRA1IV18. 
LTNOHBUBO  VIBOINUV  AOOOUMT. 

The  line  of  battle  extended  from  about  half  a 
mile  above,  the  toU-gate  (two  and  a  half  miles 
from  LynchburgV  on  the  Lynchburg  and  Salem 
turnpike.  The  aistance  embraced  by  this  line 
must  be  two  and  a  half  to  three  miles. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Murrell,  who  was  in  a  food  position 
to  observe  a  portion  of  the  fight,  has  informed 
us  that  a  battery  stationed  on  Hdsey's  farm  did 
great  execution.  He  distinctly  saw  «  large 
body  of  cavalry,  whicl^he  supposed  to  be  about 
four  thousand,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in. 
Captain  Barksdale's  field,  on  the  Forest  road. 
They  charged  upon  our  fortifications  with  great 
spirit,  yelfing  defiance,  and  at  the  top  of  their 
voices,  which  were  borne  to  the  point  where 
the  doctor  stood  concealed,  he  neard  them 
cry«*  Come  out  of  your  holes,  you  — i-  rebels ; 
we've  got  you  now  I  come  out  of  your  holes." 
When  these  infuriated  wretches  got  within  reach 
of  our  grape  and  canister,  our  boys  let  fl^  a 
volley  at  them,  which  did  terrible  execution. 
Two  other  voUeys  were  poured  into  them,  when 
they  broke  and  fled. 

Tlie  battle  ended  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
the  enemy  retreated  in  great  haste  on  Saturday 
night  Had  they  remained  until  tiie  next  day, 
we  are  satisfied,  from  the  dispositions  that  had 

been  made  by  General ,  that  they  would 

have  been  captured.  Their  safety  is  not  now 
an  assured  fact  by  any  means. 

We  rode  over  the  battle-field  on  Sunday,  ob- 
serving the  results  of  the  previous  day's  work. 
On  two  or  three  contiguous  fields,  on  the  farm 
of  Dr.  Owen  and  John  B.  Lee,  we  counted  some 
forty  odd  dead  Yankees,  who  lay  stiff,  and  starl^ 
and  nude,  a  spectacle  of  horrors.  They  had 
been  denuded,  it  was  said,  by  their  particular 
friends,  gentlemen  of  "  African  desoent"  Most 
of  them  were  supposed  to  be  sharpshooters, 
who  fell  in  advance  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
quite  near  to  our  rifle-pits  and  intrenchments. 

FuUy  three  fourths  of  them  were  shot  through- 
the  head,  and  others  through  the  heart,  thus 
showing  the  accuracy  of  that  unerring  aim 
which  sent  them  to  their  last  account  &me  of 
them  were  fierce-looking  heavily-bearded  cut- 
throats, while  a  few  were  smooth-faced  boys. 
We  noticed  one  who  seemed  to  be  a  stripling 
of  scarce  seventeen  summers.  On  the  left  of 
the  Salem  turnpike,  near  the  left  of  the  Quaker 
meeting-house,  we  saw  five  naves.  The  wooden 
bouds  placed  at  their  heads  stated  that  these 
were  all  killed  on  Friday,  the  seventeenth.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  road  a  man  was  laid  out 
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on  a  blanket,  with  a  piece  of  paper  pinned  on 
his  breast,  marked  '^  Robert  <f.  Simpson,  Com- 
pany I,  First  Virginia  Light  Infantry." 

ANOTHER  AOOOUNT. 

The  fight  on  Saturday,  near  this  city,  says  the 
Lynchb«rg  Repvblicany  was  a  much  heavier  one 
than  at  first  supposed,  and  its  results  greatly 
more  disastrous  to  the  enemy  than  stated  yes- 
terday morning.  It  is  now  stated  that  tibieir 
dead  alone  left  on  the  field  numbered  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  and  their  wounded  in  field 
hospitals,  who  lell  into  our  hands — ^being  too 
badly  hurt  to  be  moved — are  reported  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  General  Averell  stated  to 
a  gentleman  entirely  trustworthy,  that  their 
loss  was  eight  hmidred  killed,  wounded  and 
missing. 

Our  entire  loss  on  Saturday  is  semi-officially 
reported  at  nine  killed  and  seventeen  wounded. 
In  the  eugagement  and  pursuit  as  far  as  New 
London,  we  captured  in  all  about  forty  prisoners. 
The  report  of  the  capture  of  three  pieces  of 
artillery  was  erroneous. 

The  enemy  commenced  their  retreat  about  six 
o'clock  Saturday  evening,  after  their  unsuccess- 
ful assault  upon  our  lines,  previously  reported. 
As  soon  as  the  retreat  was  discovered,  vigorous 
pursuit  was  made.  Gentlemen  whose  houses 
the  enemy  passed,  inform  us  that  they  travelled 
in  great  haste  and  confusion,  and  they  also  say 
that  in  conversation  both  officers  and  men 
expressed  great  surprise  at  finding  the  city  so 
well  prepared  for  resistance. 

The  battle-field  on  Sunday  presented  quite  a 
ghastly  spectacle.  A  circumstance  connected 
with  the  enemy's  dead  is  worthy  of  notice,  as 
showing  the  accuracy  and  aim  of  our  shaxp- 
shooters. 

A  gentleman  imdertook  to  count  the  dead  as 
they  lay  on  the  field,  and  to  note  the  place 
where  they  were  shot  Of  forty-seven  so 
counted,  forty-two  were  struck  in  the  head,  and 
death  appeared  to  have  been  almost  instant- 
aneous— a  mete  and  proper  fate  for  these  ruthless 
invaders. 

The  enemy  threw  away  a  large  number  of 
guns,  pistols  and  swords,  both  on  the  battle-field 
and  on  the  route  of  the  retreat  Elnapsacks, 
haversacks,  canteens,  &c.,  were  also  profusely 
strewn  around,  and  many  were  picked  up  by 
citizens  who  visited  the  nelds  and  passed  along 
the  roads 

In  many  localities,  on  both  the  Salem  and 
Forest  roads,  trees  were  felled  and  blockades  of 
fence  rails  and  stones  were  made  to  impede  pur- 
suit In  removing  these  some  hours  were  lost 
by  oiu-  men. 

Generals  Hunter,  Crook,  Averell  and  Sullivan, 
put  up  with  Major  Hutter,  about  four  miles  from 
town,  whose  beautiful  farm  was  used  as  head- 

Suarters.     In  their  suite  were  the  notorious 
doctor   Rucker  and  David  H.  Strother  (Porte 
Crayon),  the  former  attached  to  Crook's  staff. 
Major  Hutter,  being  an  old  army  officer,  was 


well  acquainted  with  Hunter,  and  talked  freely 
to  him  respecting  his  expedition.  Hunter  said 
that  he  had  fifty  thousand  men,  and  could  take 
Lynchburg  easily — ^that  we  had  better  make  do 
resistance.  When  Major  Hutter  informed  him 
that  it  would  be  no  easy  task,  and  that  our  peo- 
ple, in  the  last  resort,  would  retire  to  the  Am- 
herst Heights  and  fire  upon  them.  Hunter 
replied  that,  in  such  an  event,  he  would  help 
them  to  destroy  the  town.  The  general  offioerB 
were  in  very  high  spirits  at  the  sapper  table  on 
Friday  night,  and  boasted  that  tliey  would  be  m 
Lynchburg  the  next  day. 

On  Saturday  night  they  took  their  meal  at  the 
same  board  in  perfect  silence.  General  Avarell 
retired  to  the  back  porch  after  supper,  very 
moody,  and  remarked  to  Miss  Hutter  that  **  the 
battle  of  Lynchburg  would  be  one  of  the 
bloodiest  records  of  this  war  for  the  time  ft 
lasted."  He  said  that  the  loss  was  very  heavy 
on  both  sides,  theirs  not  being  less  than  eight 
hundred  to  a  thousand.  The  General  was  mis- 
taken as  to  ours,  which  is  six  killed  and  ninety- 
five  wounded. 

Sullivan  said  they  had  some  twenty  or  thir^ 
thousand  men,  and  reinforcements  were  expected 
under  Pope,  who,  witb  other  troops,  had  four 
thousand  contrabands. 

The  Yankees  avowed  it  to  be  flieir  purpose 
to  capture  Lynchburg,  and  tlien  proceed  to  die 
assistance  of  Butler.  They  placed  their  signal 
officers  on  the  top  of  Major  Butter's  house,  and 
as  the  battle  progressed  on  Saturday,  the  'look- 
out "  dedared  that  the  cavalry  were  charging 
splendidly :  after  a  while,  however,  he  said  that 
they  were  giving  way,  and  finally  left  his  eyrie 
in  disgust 

When  Miss  Hutter  remonstrated  with  General 
Hunter  for  his  vandalism  in  burning  the  Military 
Institute,  he  replied, "  You  need  not  make  a  fnas 
about  that,  for  I  intend  to  bum  the  Universily 
of  Virginia  also." 

After  the  melancholy  supper  referred  to. 
Hunter  told  Major  Hutter  that  they  wanted  to 
hold  a  council  They  thereupon  appropriated 
two  rooms,  the  doors  of  which  they  locked  care- 
fully. Major  Hutter,  havmg  retired  to  a  back 
chamber  of  his  house,  attempted  to  pass  out  of 
the  building,  when  he  was  informed  that  he  was 
a  prisoner.  When  the  Yankee  officers  retired, 
they  said  that  they  were  going  to  the  front,  and 
thus  took  up  the  line  of  retreat  before  Major 
Hutter  was  aware  of  their  intentions. 

Some  of  the  Yankee  soldiers  repaid  the  bos- 

Vitality  of  Majoj  Hutter  by  plundering  Miss 
[utter's  chamber,  searching  trunks  and  drawers, 
and  carrying  away  various  ornaments  and  valu- 
ables. 

Some  ninety  odd  wounded  Yankees  were  left 
in  Major  Hutter's  bam.  Four  or  five  of  thm 
died  on  Sunday.  These  wounded  were  rather 
the  bestrlooking  Yankees  we  have  yet  seen, 
being  mostly  Westem  men.  Other  wounded 
were  left  among  the  families  of  the  people  they 
had  robbed,  while  many  of  the  slightly  wounded 
were  doubtless  carried  off. 
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We  are  obKged  to  close  our  narrative  here, 
by  adding  diat  the  Yankees  retired  by  the  way 
they  came. 

The  scenes  of  desolation  and  ruin  in  the 
neighborhood  of  this  city,  near  where  the  enemy 
in»Tfi  their  line  of  battle,  are  positively  appalling. 
Tne  people  were  stripped  of  everything ;  fences 
irere  torn  down,  crops  trampled  up,  and  every 
species  of  vandalism  that  savages  could  think 
of,  was  practiBed.  Hogs,  sheep,  cattle,  poultry, 
were  stolen  and  carried  off,  and  when  not  needed 
for  food  were  wantonly  slaughtered  and  left  to 
rot  on  the  ground. 

Among  others  we  have  heard  of  as  being  thus 
bratally  despoiled  were  Mrs.  Poindexter,  Greneral 
Clay,  (^tain  Armistead,  Doctor  Floyd,  and  N. 
W.  Barksdale,  on  and  near  the  Forest  road  ;  and 
oQ  the  Salem  road,  Samuel  Miller,  Major  6.  C. 
Hutter,  and  Doctor  W.  Owen.  There  were  also 
others  of  whose  names  we  have  not  been 
informed ;  and  along  the  entire  line  of  the  ene- 
my's march,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  same 
scenes  of  plunder  and  robbery  were  enacted. 
Captain  Paschal  Buford  was  stripped  of  every- 
thing—cattle, horses,  hogs,  provisions,  Ac,  all 
were  taken ;  and  so  with  Captain  W.  M.  Smith, 
living  near  Lewry's,  and  all  persons  living  on 
or  within  reach  of  the  road.  At  Liberhr  the 
case  was  the^ame,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  ramily 
there  who  has  a  dust  of  meal  or  a  ration  of 
hscon. 

Along  the  road  between  this  ^lace  and  Liberty 
a  gentlraian  who  passed  over  it  yesterday  tells 
ns  that  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  or  more 
dead  horses  and  mules.  When  these  animals 
gave  ont,  they  were  cruelly  shot 

The  enemy  were  out  of  rations,  and  the  Chief 
Commissary  told  a  lady  Saturday  morning  that 
Aey  were  compelled  to  do  one  of  two  things — 
captnre  Lynchburg  and  get  supplies,  or  retreat 
Finding  that  they  could  not  do  the  former,  they 
had  to  do  the  latter,  and  we  predict  that  this  is 
the  last  Yankee  trip  to  Lynchburg. 
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THE  NIAGABA  PEACE  CONFEBEKCE. 

CkiROir  HocBB^L&OA&A  Falls,  ) 
Cajuda  Wvr,  Joly  12.     f 

Dbas  Sm :  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  Hon- 
orable Clement  C.  Q^,  of  Alabama,  Professor 
James  B.  Holcomb,  of  Virginia,  and  George  N. 
Sannders,  of  Dixie,  are  ready  and  willing  to  go 
at  once  to  Washington,  upon  complete  and  un- 
qoahfied  i>rotection  being  giyen,  either  by  the 
Prwident  or  Secretary  of  War.  Let  the  per- 
mission include  the  three  names  and  one  other. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Saundebs. 
To  Ho5.  HoiiACB  Gbbelet. 

NuoAXA  Faui^  K.  T.,  July  17,  18M. 

Gestlbmeh  :  I  am  informed  that  you  are  duly 
tccredited  from  Richmond  as  the  bearers  of 


propositions  looking  to  the  establishment  of 
peace  ;  that  you  desire  to  visit  Washington  in 
the  fulfilment  of  your  mission,  and  that  vou 
further  desire  that  Mr.  G.  N.  Saunders  shall 
accompany  you.  If  my  information  be  thus  far 
substantially  correct,  I  am  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  tender  you 
his  safe  conduct  in  the  journey  proposed,  and 
to  accompany  you  at  the  earliest  time  that  will 
be  agreeable  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Horace  Gbeelet. 
Messrs.    Clement   C.    Clat,   Jacob  Thokpson, 

James  B.  Holoomb,  Clifton  House,  C.  W. 

Gunoir  Hocn,  Niaoaia  Faii«,  Joly  18. 

Sib  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your 
favor  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  which  would 
have  been  answered  on  yesterday,  but  for  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Clay. 

The  safe  conduct  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  been  tendered  us,  we  regret 
to  state,  under  some  misapprehension  of  facts. 
We  have  not  been  accredited  to  him  from  Rich- 
mond as  the  bearers  of  propositions  looking  to 
the  establishment  of  peace. 

We  are,  however,  in  the  confidential  employ- 
ment of  our  government,  and  entirely  familiar 
with  its  wishes  and  opinions  on  that  subject, 
and  we  feel  authorized  to  declare  that  if  the 
circumstances  disclosed  in  this  correspondence 
were  communicated  to  Richmond,  we  would  be 
at  once  invested  with  the  authority  to  which 
your  letter  refers,  or  other  gentlemen  with  fUU 
powers  would  immediately  be  sent  to  Washing- 
ton with  the  view  of  hastening  a  consummation 
so  much  to  be  desired,  and  terminating  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  the  calamities  of  war. 
We  respectfuDy  solicit,  through  your  interven- 
tion, a  safe  conduct  to  Washin^n,  and  thence, 
by  any  route  which  mar  be  designated,  through 
your  lines  to  Richmond.  We  would  be  gratified 
if  Mr.  Geo.  N.  Saunders  was  embraced  in  this 
privilege. 

Permit  us,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge  our 
obligations  to  yon  for  the  interest  you  have 
manifested  in  the  furtherance  of  our  wishes  ; 
and  to  express  the  hope  that,  in  any  event,  you 
will  afford  us  the  opportunity  of  tendering  them 
in  person  before  you  leave  the  Falls. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

C.  C.  Clay,  Jr. 
J.  H.  Holoomb. 

P.  S. — ^It  is  proper  to  add  that  Mr.  Thompson 
is  not  here,  and  has  not  been  staying  with  us 
since  our  sojourn  in  Canada. 

ImmrAXiOMAL  Houl,  NuoiBA  Fallbl  N.  T.,1 
July  18, 1861     J 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  date,  by  the  hand 
of  Mr.  W.  C.  Jewett  The  state  of  afGurs  therein 
presented  being  materially  different  from  that 
which  was  understood  to  exist  by  the  President 
when  he  entrusted  me  with  the  safe  conduct 
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reqtiired,  it  seems  to  me  on  every  accomit  ad- 
visable tiiat  I  should  commanicate  with  him  by 
telegraph,  and  solicit  fresh  instructions,  which 
I  shdl  at  once  proceed  to  do.  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  transmit  the  result  this  afternoon,  and  at  all 
events  I  shall  do  so  at  the  earliest  moment 
Yours  truly, 

HORAOB  GbEELKT. 

To  Messrs.  G.  G.  Glat,  G.  H.  Holoomb,  Glifton 
House,  G.  W. 

OLmoR  Houn,  NxAOUU  FiuB,  C  W., ) 
Jnlf  18, 1861     \ 

To  Han.  Horace  Qreeley,  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York: 

We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  vour  note  of  this  date  by  the  hands  of 
Gobnel  Jewett,  and  will  await  the  further  answer 
which  you  promise  to  send  to  us. 
Very  respectfully,  &o., 

C.  G.  Clay,  Jr., 

J.  H.  HOLOOMB. 

IMTBDUXioiUL  Houl,  Nuaau  Hzxs,  \ 
July  1»,  1864.     / 

Gemtlemen  :  At  a  late  hour  last  evening,  too 
late  for  communicatiou  with  you,  I  received  a 
despatch  from  the  President,  mformine  me  that 
further  instructions  left  Washington  Le^t  even- 
ing, which  must  reach  me,  if  there  be  no  inter- 
ruption,  by  noon  to^norrow.  Should  you  decide 
to  await  their  arrival,  I  feel  confident  that  they 
will  enable  me  to  answer  definitely  your  note 
of  yesterday  morning.  Regretting  a  de^y 
which  I  am  sure  you  will  regard  as  unavoidable 
on  my  part,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Horace  Grbblet. 
To  Hon.  Messrs.  Quly  and  J.  P.  Holoomb,  Glifton 

House. 

€kam»  Houb,  Joly  19, 1861 

Snt:  Golonel  Jewett  has  just  handed  us  your 
note  of  this  date,  in  which  you  state  that  farther 
instnictioDs  from  Washington  will  reach  you 
by  noon  to-morrow,  if  there  be  no  interruption. 
C^e,  or  possibly  both  of  us  may  be  obliged  to 
leave  the  Falls  to-day,  but  will  return  in  time 
io  receive  the  communication  which  you  pro- 
pose to^norrow.  f 
We  remain,  truly  yours,  &c., 

J.  P.  HOLOOXB, 

G.  C.  Glat,  Jb. 
To  Hon.  Hobaob  Gbeblet,  International  Hotel 

EnoimvB  MAsnoir,  WAmunuruii,  July  18, 1861 

To  whom  it  may  Concern  : 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  the  abandonment  of  slavery,  and  which 
comes  by  and  with  an  authority  that  can  control 
the  armies  now  at  war  against  Uie  United 
States,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the 
Executive  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms  in  substantial 
and  collateral  points,  and  the  bearer  or  bearers 
thereof  shall  have  safe  conduct  both  ways. 
Abraham  Likoolk. 


Major  Hay  would  respectfully  inquire  whether 
Professor  Holcomb,  and  the  gentleman  associated 
with  him,  desire  to  send  to  Washington  by 
Major  Hay  any  message  in  reference  to  md 
communication  delivered  to  him  on  yesterdaj, 
and  ifi  that  case,  when  he  may  expect  to  bo 
favored  with  such  messsuge. 

International  Hotel,  Thursday. 

Mr.  Holoomb  presents  his  complimenis  to 
Major  Hay,  and  greatly  regrets  if  his  retam  to 
Washington  has  been  delayed  by  any  expecta- 
tion of  an  answer  to  the  communication  which 
Mr.  Holcomb  received  from  him  yesterdaj,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  This  communication  was  accepted  u  a 
response  to  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Holcomb  and 
C3ay  to  Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  and  to  tbt 
gentleman  has  been  transmitted.     * 

Cuwtm  Boom,  CW.fTbuniajiJxiifll. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  letter 
held  by  me  to  deliver  to  Hon.  Horace  Gredey, 
and  which  duplicate  I  now  forward  to  the 
Associated  Press. 

Wk.  Gobkell  Jiwkr. 

GuROvHooBi,a  W.,MylL 
To  Hon,  Horace  Greeley: 

Sir:  The  paper  handed  to  Mr!  Holcmnh  od 
yesterday,  in  your  presence,  by  Major  flay, 
A.  A.  G.,  as  an  answer  to  the  application  in  cor 
note  of  the  eighteenth  instan^  is  couched  in 
the  following  terms : 


To  fohom  a  may  Concern: 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  the  abandonment  of  slavery,  and  wMdi 
comes  by  and  witi)  an  authority  that  can  control 
the  armies  now  at  wnr  agtdnst  the  United 
States  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the 
Executive  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  be  met  by  Uberal  terms  on  o&er  and  tab- 
stantial  and  collaterd  points,  and  the  bear«  or 
bearers  thereof  shall  nave  safe  conduct  both 
ways. 

AwftATTAif  [jOjiCaUBu 

The  application  to  which  we  refer  was  elicit^ 
by  your  letter  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in 
whidh  you  inform  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson  and 
ourselves  that  you  were  authorized  by  the 
Presidentof  thelJnited  States  to  tender  ua  his 
safe  conduct  on  the  hypothesis  that  we  were  dn^ 
accredited  from  Richmond  as  bearers  of  pro- 
positions looking  to  the  restoration  of  peace, 
and  desired  to  visit  Washington  in  the  falfil- 
ment  of  this  mission.  This  assertion,  to  whidi 
we  then  gave,  and  still  do,  entire  credence,  was 
accepted  by  us  as  evidence  of  an  unexpected 
but  most  gratifvicg  change  in  Uie  policy  of  the 
President ;  a  cnange  which  we  felt  anthorixed 
to  hope  might  terminate  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace  mutually  just,  honorable,  and  advantageoitf 
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Id  the  Nor&  and  to  the  South,  exacting  no  con- 
dition bat  that  we  should  be  duly  accredited 
from  Riclunond  as  bearers  of  propositions  look- 
ing to  the  establishment  of  peace,  thus  proffer- 
iog  a  basis  for  conference  as  comprehensive  as 
we  could  desire.  It  seemed  to  us  that  the 
President  opened  a  door  which  had  previously 
been  dosed  against  the  (Confederate  States,  for 
a  fofl  interchange  of  sentiments,  free  discussion 
of  conflicting  opinions,  and  an  untrammelled 
effort  to  remove  all  causes  of  controversy  by  lib- 
eral negotiation.  We,  indeed,  could  not  claim 
die  benefit  of  a  safe-conduct  which  had  been  ex- 
tended to  us  in  a  character  we  had  no  right  to 
assume,  and  had  never  affected  to  possess,  but 
&e  amfonn  declaration  of  our  Executive  and 
Congress,  and  tiieir  thrice-repeated,  and  as  often 
repulsed  attempts  to  open  negotiations/urnished 
a  sofficienWpl^ge  that  this  conciliatory 'mani- 
festation on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  met  by  them  in  a  tem- 
per of  equal  magnanimity.  We  had,  therefore, 
so  hesitation  in  declaring  that  if  this  corre- 
spondence was  communicated  to  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States,  he  would  promptly 
embrace  the  opportunity  presented  for  seeking 
a  peaceful  solution  of  this  unhappy  strife.  We 
feel  confident  you  will  join  in  our  profound  re- 
gret that  the  spirit  which  dictated  the  first  step 
toward  peace  should  not  have  continued  to  ani- 
mate the  councils  of  your  President  Had  the 
representatives  of  the  twQ  governments  met  to 
consider  this  question,  the  most  momentous 
e?er  submitted  to  human  statesmanship,  in  a 
temper  of  becoming  moderation  and  equity,  fol- 
lowed as  their  deliberations  have  been  by  the 
prayers  and  benedictions  of  everypatriot and 
Ginstian  on  the  habitable  globe.  Who  is  there 
BO  bold  as  to  pronounce  that  the  frightful  waste 
of  individual  happiness  and  public  prosperity 
which  is  dally  raddening  the  universal  neart, 
might  not  have  been  terminated ;  or  if  the  deso- 
lation and  carnage  of  war  must  still  be  endured 
fiirouph  weary  years  of  blood  and  suffering, 
that  uere  might  not  at  least  have  been  infused 
into  its  conduct  something  more  of  the  spirit 
which  softeiA  and  partially  redeems  its  brutali- 
ties. Instead  of  the  safe-conduct  which  we 
solicited,  and  which  your  first  letter  gave  us 
every  reason  to  suppose  would  be  extended,  for 
the  purpose  of  instituting  negotiations  in  which 
neither  government  would  compromise  its  rights 
or  its  dignity,  a  document  has  been  presented 
which  provokes  as  much  indignation  as  sur- 
prise. It  bears  no  feature  of  resemblance  to 
that  which  was  originally  offered ;  as  unlike 
any  paper  which  ever  before  emanated  from 
flie  constitutional  Executive  of  a  free  people. 
Addressed  to  whom  it  mav  concern,  it  precludes 
negotiations,  and  prescribes  in  advance  terms 
and  conditions  of  peace.  It  returns  to  the  origi- 
nal policy  of  no  bargaining,  no  negotiations,  no 
trace  with  rebels,  until  every  man  shall  have 
laid  down  his  arms,  submitted  to  the  Govem- 
meot,  and  sued  for  mercy.  What  may  be  the 
ezplimation  of  this  sudden  and  entire  change  in 


the  views  of  the  President ;  ot  this  rude  with- 
drawal of  a  oonrteons  overture  for  negotiation 
at  the  moment  it  was  likely  to  be  accepted  ;  of 
this  emphatic  recall  of  words  of  peace  just  ut- 
tered, and  fresh  blasts  of  war  to  tne  bitter  end, 
we  leave  for  the  speculation  of  those  who  have 
the  means  or  inclination  to  penetrate  the  mys- 
teries of  his  Cabinet,  or  fathom  ^e  caprice  of 
his  imperial  will.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  say 
that  we  have  no  use  whatever  for  the  paper 
which  has  been  placed  in  our  luuids.  We  could 
not  transmit  it  to  the  President  of  the  Confeder 
ate  States  without  offering  him  an  indignity, 
dishonoring  ourselves,  and  incurring  the  well- 
merited  scorn  of  our  countrymen.  While  an 
ardent  desire  for  peace  pervades  the  people  ol 
the  Confederate  States,  we  rejoice  to  believe  that 
there  are  few,  if  any,  among  them  who  would 
purchase  it  at  the  expense  of  liberty,  houor,  and 
self-respect  If  it  can  be  secured  only  by  their 
submission  to  terms  of  conquest,  the  generation 
is  yet  unborn  which  wiU  witness  its  restoration. 
If  there  be  any  military  autocrat  in  the  North 
who  is  entitied  to  psoffer  the  conditions  of  this 
manifesto,  there  is  none  in  the  Sou^  authorized 
to  entertain  theuL  Those  who  control  our 
armies  are  the  servants  of  the  people,  Siot  their 
masters;  and  they  have  no  more  inclination 
than  they  have  right  to  subvert  the  social  insti- 
tutions of  sovereign  States  to  overthrow  their 
established  Constitution,  and  to  barter  away 
their  heritage  of  self-government 

This  correspondence  wiU  not,  however,  we 
trust,  prove  wnolly  barren  of  good  results.  If 
there  is  any  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States 
who  has  clung  to  the  hope  that  peace  was  pos- 
sible with  tms  Administration  of  the  Federal 
(Government,  it  will  strip  from  their  eyes  the 
kst  fihn  of  such  delusion ;  or  if  there  be  any 
whose  heart  has  grown  faint  under  the  suffering 
and  agony  of  this  bloody  struggle,  it  will  inspire 
them  with  fresh  energy  to  endure  and  brave 
whatever  may  yet  be  requisite  to  preserve  to 
themselves  and  their  children  all  that  gives  dig- 
nity and  value  to  life,  or  hope  and  consolation 
to  death ;  and  if  there  are  any  patriots  or 
Christians  in  your  land  who  shrink  appalled 
from  the  illimitable  vista  of  private  misery  and 
public  calamity  which  stretches  before  them, 
we  pray  that  in  their  bosoms  a  resolution  may 
be  quickened  to  reclaim  the  abused  authority 
and  vindicate  the  outraged  civilization  of  their 
country.  For  the  solicitude  you  have  mani- 
fested to  inaugurate  a  movement  which  contem- 
plates results  the  most  noble  and  humane,  we 
retium  our  sincere  thanks,  and  are  most  respect- 
fully and  truly,  your  obedient  servants, 

C.  C.  Clay,  Jr., 
Jas.  p.  Holooxb. 

CuwToa  HouB,  Jnlf  20l 

Ool  W.  C,  Jewett,  Cataract  House,  Niagara  FaU$, 

New  York: 

Sm :  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  note  advising 
us  of  the  departure  of  Honorable  Horace  Greeley 
from  the  FaJls ;  that  he  regrets  the  sad  termina- 


536 


REBELLION   BEOORD,    1862-65. 


tion  of  the  initiatory  steps  taken  for  peace,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  instructions  to  convey  we  Commis- 
sioners to  Washington,  for  negotiation  uncondi- 
tionally, and  that  Mr.  Greeley  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  any  answer  we  may  have  to  make 
through  you.  We  avail  ourselves  of  this  oflfer 
to  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr.  Greeley,  which  you 
will  oblige  us  by  delivering.  We  cannot  teke 
leave  of  you  without  expressing  our  thanks  for 
your  courtesy  and  kind  offices,  as  the  inter- 
mediary through  whom  our  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Greeley  has  been  conducted,  and  assuring 
you  that  we  are  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

C.  C.  Clay,  Jb., 
Jas.P.Holoomb. 

SOutukkN  ViKW  OF  THE  AFFAIR. 

For  the  first  time  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
heartily  approving  a  State  paper  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  is  his  letter  addressed  "  To  Whom 
it  May  Concern."  It  concerns  Messrs.  Holcomb, 
C.  C.  Clay  and  George  N.  Saunders,  and  we  would 
fondly  believe,  no  other  person,  or  persons 
whomsoever.  When  officious  individuals  go 
creeping  round  by  back  doors,  asking  interviews 
with  Lincoln  for  *'  a  full  interchange  of  senti- 
.  ments,"  it  gives  us  sincere  gratification  to  see 
them  spumed,  yes  kicked,  from  the  said  back 
door.  To  Abraham,  we  deliberately  say  "  Bra- 
vo," or,  if  he  likes  it  better,  "  Bully."  Think  of 
an  ex-Senator  from  Alabama,  and  a  Virginian 
member  of  Congress — for  we  say  nothing  of  the 
third  "  negotiator  "— exposing  themselves  gra- 
tuitously, idly  and  unbidden,  to  receive  such  an 
ignominious  rebuff  at  the  hands  of  the  truculent 
buffoon  of  Illinois. 

It  is  suggested  that  perhaps  the  cunning  de- 
vice of  Mr.  Saunders  was  only  a  contrivance  for 
helping  the  peace  party  in  the  enemy's  country ; 
that  the  answer  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was  just  the  very 
kind  of  answer  which  the  "  many -counselled" 
George  expected,  and  that  it  is  to  be  used  to 
show  how  ferociously  and  unrelentingly  the 
present  Yankee  administration  is  bent  on  war, 
and  repulses  the  slightest  hint  of  peace.  As 
usual  with  such  excessively  cunning  schemes, 
this  one  not  only  defeats  itself,  but  helps  the 
cause  which  it  was  possibly  intended  to  damage. 
To  exhibit  an  ex-Senator  and  member  of  Con- 
gress of  the  rebel  States  thus  timidly  crawling 
by  a  roundabout  way  to  the  footstool  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  Yahoos,  whining  and  snivelling 
about  peace  and  "liberal  negotiations,"  and 
haughtily  refused  even  admittance  to  the  sover- 
eign presence,  will  serve,  not  the  peace,  but  the 
war  party,  because  it  will  be  used  to  create  the 
impression  that  the  Confederacy  must  be  in  the 
agonies  of  death  when  two  such  distinguished 
legislators  make  so  pitiful  an  attempt  to  reach 
the  ear  of  offended  majesty.    If  such  was  the 

idea,  then,  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  "  those 
whom  it  may  concern"  have  got  what    they 
deserve. 
Has   any  one   seen   the   Reverend   Colonel 


Jacques  and  one  Edmund  Kirke  ?  What  are  the 
detectives  about?  Here  have  been  two  spies, 
manifesUy  spies,  ^'at  the  Spottswood  Hotel, 
Richmond,  on  a  secret  mission,"  and  now,  in- 
st^sui  of  being  in  Castle  Thunder,  Kirke  and  the 
Reverend  Colonel  are  again  in  their  own  couotrr, 
giving  mysterious  hints  to  the  Washington 
correspondents  about  their  three  days'  enter- 
tainment in  Richmond,  and  about  two  "*  inter- 
views" which  they  say  they  had  with  Mr. 
D^vis.  They  cannot  disclose  **  for  the  present " 
— those  deep  diplomats — what  passed  at  these 
interviews,  but  **  it  is  intimated  " — and  here  is 
truly  a  startling  fact—"  that  Mr.  Davis  wonW 
consent  to  nothing  short  of  the  recognition  of 
the  Southern  Confederacy."  Of  course,  fee« 
two  Yankees  were  spies,  or  else  they  wanted  to 
sell  something  in  Richmond  which  they  bad 
run  through  the  lines ;  or  probably  they  com- 
bined the  two  objects.  Our  passport  system, 
we  fear,  is  but  lit&e  protection,  and  the  deteo 
tives  are  not  sufficiently  vigilant. 

Howsoever  that  may  be.  there  is  now  certun- 
ly  a  renewal  of  these  vague  whisperings  of  peace  ] 
wMch    have  several    times  before   circulated 
dirough  society.    Many  think  that  peace  is  in 
the   air.    Peace   and    rumors    of   peace  float 
around  us,  and  men  dream  of  peace  at  night 
We  have  seen  here  unauthorized  persons,  both 
Union  and  rebel,  repair  respectively  North  and 
South,  about  the  same  moment,  as  it  w«:«t 
snuffing  peace,  as  horses  snuff  water  in  the 
desert    If  gold  declines  a  little  in  New  York, 
even  in  the  teeth  of  military  disaster,  tiie  Nm 
says  it  is  because  there  is  a  sort  of  instinctive 
feeling  that    we   are    on   the    eve    of  peace. 
This  IS  not  unnatural ;  the  plain  avowals  of  the 
enemy's  press  four  months  ago,  that  this  year's 
campaign  must  be  the  final  one,  the  near  ap- 
proach of  Lincoln's  bloody  term,  the  inmiinart 
nnancial  ruin  of  the  United  States,  all  combine 
to  produce,  not  so  much  a  conviction  as  a  pre- 
sentiment, that  we  are  soon  to  have  peace.     • 
And  it  may  be  so.    Peace  may  be  nearer  to 
us  than  we  think,  and  may  come  suddenly, 
though  one  cannot  see  precisely   how.     One 
thing,  however,  is  clear.    So  desirable  an  event 
cannot  be  hastened  by  amateur    negotiators 
"  exchanging  sentiments"  with  Mr.  Lincoln ;  nor 
by  blockade  runners  thrusting  "  interviews"  on 
Mr.  Davis ;  nor  by  any  possible  or  conceivable 
correspondence  between  George  Saunders  and 
Horace  Greeley. 

STATEMENT  OF  HORACE  GREOiEr. 

Mr.  Greeley  in  the  IndeoendeTU  of  July  twen- 
ty-sixth, 1864,  gives  the  following  account  of  his 
negotiation : 

*  *  *  In  the  other  effort  for  peace  I  was 
a  participant,  as  follows : 

Some  time  since  it  was  announced  by  tele- 
granh  from  Halifax  that  Messrs.  C.  C.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississip-^i  (ex- 
United  States  Senators),  Professor  J.  P.  Hol- 
combe  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  George 
N.  Saunders  of  EentucKy,  had  reached  thatd^ 
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from  Dixie,  via  Bermnda  on  important  business ; 
and  all  of  these  but  Mr.  Thompson  (who  is  in 
Toronto),  were  soon  quartered  at  the  Clifton,  on 
the  Canada  side  of  Niagara  Falls.  I  heard  soon 
after  of  confidential  interviews  between  some 
or  aD  of  these  gentlemen  and  leading  democrats 
from  oar  own  and  the  neighboring  Stat^, 
aiMi  there  were  telegraphic  whispers  of  over- 
tores  for  "  reconstrucdon,"  and  conditions  were 
set  forth  as  those  on  which  the  Confederates 
woold  consent  to  reunion.  (I  cannot  say  that 
any  of  these  reports  were  authentic.)  At 
length,  after  several  less  direct  intimations,  I 
received  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Saunders, 
stating  that  Messrs.  Clay,  Holcombe,  himself, 
and  another,  desired  to  visit  Washington,  **  upon 
complete  and  unqualified  protection  being 
given  by  tiie  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
War." 

As  I  saw  no  reason  why  the  opposition 
should  be  the  sole  recipients  of  theso  gentle- 
men's overtures,  if  such  there  were  (ana  it  is 
stated  that  Mr.  Clay  aforesaid  is  preparing  or  to 
prepare  an  important  letter  to  the  Chicago  Con- 
ventionj,  I  wrote  the  President,  urging  nim  to 
invite  me  rebel  gentlemen  aforesaid  to  Wash- 
ington, there  to  open  their  budget  I  stated 
eipressly  that  I  knew  not  what  they  would 
propose  if  so  invited,  but  I  could  imagine  no 
offer  that  might  be  made  by  them  which  would 
not  conduce,  in  one  way  or  another,  to  a  resto- 
ration of  the  integrity  and  just  authority  of  the 
Union. 

The  President  ultimately  acquiesced  in  this 
view,  80  far  as  to  consent  that  the  rebel  agents 
shonld  visit  Washington,  but  directed  that  I 
should  proceed  to  Niagara  and  accompany 
ftem  thence  to  the  capital  This  service  I 
most  relactantly  undertook,  feeling  deeply  and 
oheerving  that  almost  any  one  else  might 
better  have  been  sent  on  this  errand.  But 
time  seemed  precious,  and  I  immediately 
started. 

Arrived  on  this  side  of  the  Falls,  I  wrote 
across  to  Messrs.  Clay  k  Co.,  stating  that,  on 
the  onderstanding  tlutt  they  had  the  needful 
powers  from  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  I  was 
wthorized  and  ready  to  give  them  a  safe  con- 
duct to  Washington.  They  responded  that 
Plough  in  the  confidential  employment  of  their 
government,  and  fuDy  conversant  with  its  views 
md  pwposes,  they  bad  not  the  specific  powers 
I  lemiired,  but  would  get  them,  if  permitted, 
tod  desired,  in  order  to  save  time,  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Washington,  and  be  permitted  thepce 
to  communicate  with  Richmond  for  the  purpose. 
Not  feeling  at  liberty  to  concede  this,  I  tele- 
graphed to  Washington  for  further  instruc- 
tions, and  was  duly  informed  that  Major  Hay, 
tiie  President's  Private  Secretary,  would  soon 
he  on  his  way  to  me.  He  reached  the  Falls 
on  the  twentieth,  and  we  crossed  over  to  the 
Clifton,  where  Major  Hay,  after  mutual  intro- 
ductions, handed  Professor  Holcombe  the  fol- 
lowing paper,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Presi- 
dent: 


ElBCU'lITS  MAMSHllIf,  1 

WiBBunaOH,  July  18, 1804.    J 

To  whom  it  may  concern : 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  the  abandonment  of  slavery,  and  which 
comes  by  and  with  an  authority  that  can  control 
the  armies  now  at  war  against  the  United 
States,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the 
executive  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  be  met  by  Hberal  terms  on  substantial  and 
collateral  points ;  and  the  bearer  thereof  shall 
have  safe  conduct  both  ways. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

I  left  the  Falls  by  the  next  train,  leaving 
Major  Hay  to  receive  any  response  to  the  Presi- 
dents proflfer,  should  any  be  made ;  but  there 
was  none.  Messrs.  Clay  and  Holcombe  address- 
ed to  me  a  letter  of  sharp  criticism  on  the 
President's  proffer  above  quoted,  which  I  first 
read  in  the  columns  of  the  daily  journals  of  this 
city.  And  here  the  matter  closed,  despite  all 
rumors  of  further  or  other  negotiations. 
Messrs.  Clay,  Holcombe  and  Saunders  remain  at 
the  Falls,  or  at  the  adjacent  watering  place  of 
St.  Catherine's,  and  are  still  in  the  receipt  of 
many  visits  from  democratic  poUticians,  who 
cross  the  border  on  purpose. 

I  heartily  approve  the  President's  bases  of 
negotiation,  ana  think  them  calculated  to  exert 
a  salutary  influence  at  the  South;  and  yet  I 
think  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  inter- 
posed no  conditions,  but  asked  the  Confederates 
to  perfect  and  verify  their  credentials,  and  then 
make  their  proposition.  For,  thus  brought  to 
book,  what  could  they  have  proffered  that 
would  not  have  strengt|)ened  the  upholders  of 
the  Union  cause  ?  It  looks  to  me  as  though  a 
rare  opportunity  was  lost  for  compelling  either 
the  democracy  of  the  loyal  States  or  the  des- 
pots of  Europe  to  forego  farther  manifestations 
of  sympathy  with  the  rebels  in  their  desperate 
straggle.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  but  I  can- 
not be  in  my  conviction  that  every  indication  of 
a  desire  on  our  part  to  arrest  bloodshed  and 
restore  amity  tenas  to  disabuse  and  conciliate 
the  great  perverted  mass  of  those  now  fighting 
to  divide  and  destroy  their  and  our  country.- 


Doo.  93. 


THE  BUBNINa  OF  CHAMBERSBURG. 

Chambbwbubq,  Aagusi  24^  1864. 

The  defeat  of  Crook  and  Averell  near  Win- 
chester, when  pursuing  the  retreating  rebels, 
was  the  first  intimation  given  the  border  of 
another  invasion ;  and  even  then  little  danger 
was  apprehended,  as  Hunter's  army  was  known 
to  have  been  brought  to  Martinsburg,  and 
rested  and  reorganized,  and  the  Sixth  and 
Nineteenth  corps  were  aJso  known  to  be  on  the 
line  of  the  Potomac.  On  Wednesday  the  twen- 
ty-seventh ultimo,  it  was  known  at  headquarters 
here  that  our  entire  force  was  north  of  the 
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Potomac,  and  the  line  from  Hancock  to  Harper's 
ferry  was  well  picketed.  General  Conch  had 
no  ^oo^s — ^not  even  an  organized  battalion  on 
the  border.  He* had  organized  six  or  seven 
regiments  of  one  hundred  days*  men ;  bat  as 
fast  as  they  were  officered  and  armed  they  were 
forwarded  to  Washing^n,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  authorities.  He  was  left,  therefore, 
with  no  force  whatever  to  defend  the  border. 
The  national  authorities  had  persistently  refused 
to  uniform  the  citizens  of  the  border,  and  thus 
enable  them  to  organize  for  their  own  defence, 
without  exposing  tnemsel ves  to  certain  butdiery 
in  ease  of  capture,  and  the  border  was  thus 
entirely  defenceless.  General  Averell  was  still 
between  us  and  the  enemy,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  in  case  of  an  advance,  he  could,  with  the 
aid  of  citizens,  successfully  defend  Ghambers- 
hvacgf  which  was  known  to  be  a  place  in  which 
Mc&uslaud  longed  to  glut  his  infernal  venge- 
ance. Hunter  was  compelled  to  manuoevre 
80  as  to  prevent  Early  from  getting  between 
him  and  Washington,  and  therefore,  could  not 
devote  his  attention  to  defence  aniinst  raids. 
Had  Early  drai^ni  him  up  the  Potomac  and 
then  hastUy  moved  upon  Washington,  it  would 
have  been  defenceless,  and  must  have  fallen. 

On  Thursday  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  the 
rebels  recrossed  the  Potomac  at  three  different 
points  — McCausland,  Johnston,  and  Gilmore,  with 
three  thousand  mounted  men  and  two  batteries, 
below  Hancock,  and  moved  toward  Mercers- 
burg.  They  reached  Mercersburg  at  six  p.  x., 
,  where  they  met  liieutenant  McLecm,  a  most  gal- 
lant young  officer  in  the  regular  service,  with 
about  twenty  men.  His  entire  command  num- 
bered forty-five,  and  he  had  to  detach  for  scout- 
ing and  picket  duty  more  than  half  his  force. 
So  suddenly  did  thev  dash  into  Mercersbui]g 
that  they  cut  the  tel^raph  wire  before  their 
movement  could  be  telegraphed,  and  it  was  not 
until  ten  o'clock  that  night  that  Lieutenant 
McLean  got  a  courier  through  to  General  Couch 
with  the  information.  Jn  the  meantime,  two 
other  columns  crossed  the  same  morning.  Gen- 
erals Vaughn  and .  Jackson,  with  over  three 
thousand  mounted  men,  at  Wiliiamsport,  and 
moved  toward  Hagerstown.  Greneral  Averell 
fell  back  to  Greencastle  during  the  day,  and  a 
small  column  of  the  enemy  advanced  five  miles 
this  side  of  Hagerstown,  where  they  encamped 
that  night  Another  column  crossed  at  Shep- 
herdstown  the  same  morning  and  appeared  near 
Leitersbure;,  on  (General  Averell's  left,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  but  advanced  no  further. 
General  Averell  was  thus  threatened  in  front 
and  on  both  flanks  by  three  columns,  each 
larger  than  his  own ;  was  isolated  from  Hunter, 
his  chief  officer,  and  his  whole  reserve  in  case 
he  fell  back  upon  Chambersburg,  was  General 
Couch  and  staff.  Lieutenant  Mclean's  little  com- 
mand of  less  than  fif tv  men,  some  sixtv  infantry, 
and  a  section  of  artilleiy.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered too,  that  his  command  was  utterly  ex- 
hausted ;  havine  been  on  duty  almost  day  and 
night  for  a  week,  and  previously  broken  down 


by  the  movement  of  General  Hunter  upon 
Lynchburg  and  his  retreat  to  Charleston.  While 
it  seems  clear  that  General  Averell  could  htve 
saved  Chambersburg  had  he  fallal  back  to  this 
point  instead  of  halting  at  Gre^icastle,  we  are 
unwilling  to  censure  him,  or  to  hold  him  respoo- 
4ble  for  the  sad  record  that  McGauslaDd  has 
given  to  the  history  of  our  town.  If  but  one 
column  had  threatened  him,  or  had  reinforce- 
ments been  in  his  rear,  he  would  doubtiess  have 
met  every  expectation  of  our  people.  He  \b  a 
brave  and  gallant  officer — ^has  well  earned  his 
Came,  and  it  should  not  be  hastily  tarnished. 

General  Couch,  as  we  have  stated,  had  no 
troops  either  here,  or  within  reach  of  this  point, 
with  which  to  oppose  the  rebel  advance.  A  few 
companies  of  infantry,  but  half-organized  one 
hundred  days'  men,  were  thrown  forward  from 
Harrisburg  to  Averell  on  the  morning  before 
the  Mercersburg  movement  was  known,  and  they 
remained  there  under  his  orders.  All  the  troof^ 
General  Couch  had  were  on  picket  duty,  or 
with  Lieutenant  McLean,  who  gallantly  embar- 
rassed McCausland's  advance  at  every  step.  He 
had  not  even  a  guard  to  spare  to  arrest  the 
stream  of  stragglers  and  deserters  from  Hunter'B 
army— chiefly  one  hundred  days' men.  Sooree 
of  tnem  passed  through,  mostly  without  anna, 
and  had  they  been  arrested  they  would  prohably 
have  been  valueless. 

General  Averell  was  under  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Hunter,  and  not  subject  to  the  order  of 
General  Couch.  He  was  advised  by  Genenl 
Couch  bv  telegraph  of  the  rebel  occupation  of 
Mercersburg,  and  the  movement  toward  this 
point,  which  turned  Averell's  right  flank  and 
rear,  and  urged  to  fall  back  if  possible  and  cover 
this  point  and  save  his  flanks ;  but  for  reasons, 
which  we  believe  will  yet  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. General  Averell  did  not  move  from 
GreencasUe  until  morning,  and  then  he  made  a 
circuit  by  Mount  Hope,  doubtless  to  protect 
his  left  and  save  his  command  frt>m  a  combined 
attack  by  the  several  columns  which  had  ad- 
vanced from  the  river.  His  trains  were  sent 
here  about  six  p.  m.,  with  a  strong  guard,  and 
squads  of  disabled  and  demoralized  men ;  bnt 
they  were  moved  toward  Shippensburg  at  one 
A.  M.  on  Friday  morning,  ana  the  guard,  of 
course,  went  with  tliem.  General  Averell  did 
not  reach  here  until  about  three  p.  m.  on  Satur- 
day— ^nearly  five  hours  after  the  rebels  had 
burned  the  town  and  retreated  westward. 

General  Couch  was  treopless,  and  therefore 
helpless  as  a  commander.  His  failure  to  secure 
the  aid  of  General  Averell,  and  the  steady  ad- 
vance of  the  rebels,  made  it  evident  that  he 
could  not  hold  the  town,  even  if  every  citizen 
in  it  had  fought  resolutely  by  his  side ;  and  as 
the  sequel  shows,  he  apprehended  that  an  nn- 
successful  resistance,  in  which  citizens  were 
engaged,  against  a  fiendish  foe  like  McCausland, 
would  but  swell  the  measure  of  rebel  vengeance. 
Lieutenant  McLean  was  driven  to  the  western 
turnpike  at  St  Thomas  by  one  a.  m.  on  Friday 
morning,  and  resolved  to  retard  the  advance  of 
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tiie  enemy  as  long  as  possible,  to  enable  the 
stores  and  trains  to  be  sent  oft  All  tke  govern- 
meat  stores,  railroad  trains,  &c.,  were  ordered 
to  be  ready  for  immediate  removal  and  they 
were  all  saved — ^the  last  train  leaving  the  depot 
when  the  rebels  were  on  the  hill  west  of  town. 
At  three  a.  m.  Lieutenant  McLean  reported  that 
he  had  been  driven  into  the  town  at  the  west- 
ern toll-gate,  and  niged  the  immediater  move- 
ment of  the  trains.  As  the  stores  were  not  yet 
aD  ready  for  shipment,  Major  Maneely,  of  Gen- 
eral Conch's  stafi,  took  one  san,  with  a  w^usA  of 
men,  and  planted  it  on  the  hill  a  short  distance 
west  of  me  fair  gronnd.  As  it  was  yet  dark, 
Ids  force  conld  not  be  reconnoitred  by  the 
enemy,  and  when  he  opened  on  them  they 
baited  nntil  daylight  enabled  them  to  see  that 
they  had  no  adequate  force  to  oppose  them.  By 
this  gallant  exploit  the  rebels  were  delayed  out- 
side of  the  town  until  the  stores  were  all  saved, 
and  General  Couch  left  the  depot  as  the  rebels 
entered  the  western  part  of  the  town.  Lieuten- 
ant McLean,  and  his  command,  and  Major 
Maneely.  being  well  mounted,  escaped  before 
the  rebels  got  into  the  main  part  of  the  town. 
Major  Maneely  killed  one  rebel  and  wounded 
five  by  ^e  first  fire  of  his  gun. 

It  seems  inexplicable  to  persons  and  journals 
at  a  distance  that  General  Couch,  a  Major-Gen- 
eral  conmianding  a  department,  with  his  border 
repeatedly  invaded,  should  have  no  troops.  The 
natnral  inclination  is  to  blame  the  commander, 
for  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  would 
endeavor  to  have  an  adequate  command,  and 
abo  that  ample  authority  would  be  given  him 
to  have  sufficient  force.  Just  where  me  blame 
belongs,  we  do  not  choose  now  to  discuss ;  but 
we  do  know  that  it  was  no  fault  of  Greneral 
Goudi  that  he  was  unable  to  defend  Chambers- 
borg.  He  organized  a  Provost  Guard  regi- 
ment some  twelve  hundred  strong,  expressly 
for  duty  in  his  department — the  men  were  en- 
Hsted  under  a  positive  assurance,  based  on  the 
(ffder  autiiorizing  the  organization,  that  they 
were  to  be  kept  on  duty  in  the  department 
They  were  ordered  to  General  Grant  after  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness.  He  organized  six 
regiments  of  one  hundred  days*  men,  before  tiie 
advent  of  McCausland,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  Washington  as  soon  as  they  were  ready  to 
move.  We  are  assured  that  Governor  Curtin, 
fafly  two  weeks  before  the  burning  of  Cham- 
berabarg,  formally  pledged  the  State  to  make 
provision  for  arming,  organizing,  and  paying 
tiie  entire  militia  force  of  the  border  for  home 
defence,  if  the  general  government  would  simply 
give  the  uniforms  ;  and  we  believe  that  General 
Couch  pressed  it  upon  the  Washington  authori- 
tiea  to  uniform  the  entire  force  of  the  Southern 
counties — assuring  them  that  the  people  were 
willing  to  defend  themselves  if  encouraged  by 
|TaQtine  them  uniforms,  so  as  to  save  them 
from  inhuman  butohery,  but  it  was  denied.  We 
do  not  speak  advisedly  as  to  General  Couch's 
correspondence  with  the  Washington  authori- 
tiet— we  give  no  statements  at  his  instance  or 


based  upon  information  received  from  him  or 
his  officers ;  but  we  do  write  whereof  we  know, 
when  we  say  that  every  effort  was  made  to  ' 
carry  these  measures  into  effect,  and  that  they 
were  not  sanctioned  at  Washington.  While  we 
do  not  assmne  to  fix  the  responsibility  of  this 
terrible  disaster,  we  do  mean  that  it  shall  not 
fall  upon  a  commander  who  was  shorn  of  his 
strength  and  left  helpless  with  his  people. 

The  rebehi  having  been  interrupted  in  their 
entrance  into  the  town  until  day%ht,  they  em- 
ployed their  time  in  planting  two  batteries  in 
commanding  positions,  and  getting  up  their 
whole  column,  fuUy  three  tnousand  strong. 
About  six  A.  K.  on  Saturday  morning,  thev 
opened  with  their  batteries,  and  fired  some  half 
a  dozen  shots  into  the  town,  but  they  did  no 
damage.  Immediately  thereafter  their  skir- 
mishers entered  by  ahnost  every  street  and 
alley  running  out  west  and  south-west;  and 
finmng  the  way  clear,  their  cavalij,  to  the 
number  of  about  four  hundred  and  nftv,  came 
in,  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
McCausland.  General  Bradley  Johnston  was 
with  him,  and  also  the  notorious  Major  Harry 
Gilmore. 

WhUe  McCausland  and  Gilmore  were  recon- 
noitring around  to  get  a  deal  with  the  citizens 
for  tribute,  his  soldiers  exhibited  the  proficiency 
of  their  training  by  immediate  and  almost  in- 
discriminate robbery.  Hats,  caps,  boots,  watohes, 
silver-ware,  and  everything  of  value,  were  ap- 
propriated from  individuals  on  the  streets,  with- 
out ceremony  t  and  when  a  man  was  met' whose 
appearance  indicated  a  plethoric  purse,  a  pistol 
would  be  presented  to  his  head  with  the  order 
to  **  deliver,"  with  a  dexterity  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  the  free-booting  accomplishments 
of  an  Italian  brigand. 

General  McCausland  rode  up  to  a  number  of 
citizens  and  gave  notice  that  unless  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  greenbacks,  or  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold,  was  paid  in 
half  an  hour  the  town  would  be  burned ;  but  no 
one  responded  to  his  calL  He  was  promptly 
answered  that  ChambersbuiK  could  not  and 
would  not  pay  any  ransom.  No  committee  was 
appointed,  and  no  individuals  attempted  to  deal 
with  the  arch-fiend  who  had  come  at  once  to 
rob  and  destroy.  He  had  the  Courthouse  bell 
rung  to  convene  the  citizens,  hoping  to  frighten 
them  into  the  payment  of  a  lai^e  sum  of  money ; 
but  no  one  attended.  No  sort  of  effort  was 
made  either  by  individuals  singly  or  in  organ- 
ized capacities  to  make  terms — all  had  resolved 
that  the  freebooter  should  fulfil  his  threat 
rather  than  pay  tribute.  Infuriated  at  the  deter- 
mination of  our  people.  Major  Gilmore  rode  up 
to  a  group  of  citizens,  consisting  of  Thomas  B. 
Kennedy,  William  M*Lellan,  J.  m)owell  Sharpe, 
Doctor  J.  C.  Richards,  William  H.  MDowell,  W. 
S.  Everett,  Edward  G.  Etter,  and  M.  A.  Foltz, 
and  ordered  them  under  arrest  He  said  that 
they  would  be  held  for  the  payment  of  ^e 
money,  and  if  not  he  would  take  them  to  Rich* 
mond  as  hostages,  and  also  bum  every  house  ia 
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town.  While  he  was  endeavoring  to  force  them 
into  an  effort  to  raise  him  money,  his  men  com- 
menced the  work  of  firing,  and  they  were  dis- 
charged when  it  was  foond  that  intimidation 
would  effect  nothing. 

The  main  part  of  the  town  was  enveloped  in 
flames  in  ten  minutes.  No  time  was  given  to 
remove  women  or  children,  or  sick,  or  even  the 
dead.  No  notice  of  the  kind  was  communicated 
to  any  one ;  but  like  infuriated  fiends  firom  hell 
itself  the  work  of  destruction  was  commenced. 
They  did  not  have  anything  to  learn  in  their 
horrid  trade — they  proved  themselves  experts 
in  their  calling.  They  divided  into  squads,  and 
fired  every  other  house,  and  often  every  house, 
if  they  presented  any  prospect  of  plunder. 
They  would  beat  in  the  door  with  iron  bars  or 
heavy  plank,  smash  up  any  furniture  with  an 
axe,  throw  fluid  or  oil  upon  it,  and  ply  the 
mateh.  They  almost  invariablv  entered  every 
room  of  each  house,  rifled  the  drawers  of  every 
bureau,  appropriated  money,  jewelry,  watches, 
and  any  other  valuables,  and  often  would  pro- 
sent  pistols  to  the  heads  of  inmates,  men  and 
women,  and  demand  money  or  their  lives.  In 
nearly  half  the  instances  they  demanded  owners 
to  ransom  their  property,  and  in  a  few  cases  it 
was  done  and  the  property  burned.  Altiiough 
we  have  learned  of  a  number  of  persons,  mosUy 
widows,  who  paid  them  sums  from  twenty-five 
to  two  hundred  dollars,  we  know  of  but  one 
case  where  the  property  was  saved  thereby. 
Mr.  James  Kennedy,  near  tovgi,  saved  his 
buildings  by  the  payment  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  main  object  of  the  men  seemed  to  be 
plunder.  Not  a  house  escaped  rifling — all  were 
plundered  of  everything  that  could  be  carried 
away.  In  most  cases  nouses  were  entered  in 
the  rudest  manner,  and  no  time  whatever 
allowed  even  for  the  families  to  escape,  much 
less  to  save  anything.  Many  families  had  the 
utmost  difficulty  to  get  themselves  and  children 
out  in  time,  and  not  one  half  had  so  much  as  a 
change  of  clothing  with  them.  They  would 
rush  from  story  to  story  to  rob,  and  always  fire 
the  building  at  once,  in  order  to  keep  the  family 
from  detecting  their  robberies.  Feeble  and  help- 
less women  and  children  were  treated  like  brutes 
— told  insolently  to  get  out  or  bum ;  and  even  the 
sick  were  not  spared.  Several  invalids  had  to 
be  carried  out  as  the  red  flames  threatened  their 
couches.  Thus  the  work  desolation  continued 
for  two  hours  ;  more  than  half  of  the  town  on 
fire  at  once ;  and  the  wild  glare  of  the  flames, 
the  shrieks  of  women  and  children,  and  often 
louder  than  all  the  terrible  blasphemy  of  the 
rebels,  conspired  to  present  such  a  scene  of 
horror  as  has  never  been  witnessed  by  the 

E resent  generation.  No  one  was  spared  save 
y  accident.  The  widow  and  the  fatherless 
cried  and  plead  in  vain  that  they  would  be 
homeless  and  helpless.  A  rude  oath  would 
close  all  hope  of  mercy,  and  they  would  fly  to 
save  their  lives.  The  old  and  infirm  who  tot- 
tered before  them  were  thrust  aside  and  the 
torch  applied  in  their  presence  to  hasten  their 


departure.  So  thoroughly  were  all  of  Ihem 
master  of  the  trade  of  desolation  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  house  standing  in  Chainbersbinf 
to-day  that  they  attempted  to  bum,  although 
their  stay  did  not  exceed  two  hours.  In  that 
brief  period,  the  major  portion  of  ChamberBbure 
— its  chief  wealth  and  btisiness — ^its  ci^ital  and 
elegance,  were  devoured  by  a  barbarous  foe ; 
three  "millions  of  property  sacrificed;  three 
thousand  human  beings  homeless  and  many 
penniless ;  and  all  without  so  mucli  as  a  pre- 
tence that  the  citizens  of  the  doomed  village,  or 
any  of  them,  had  violated  any  accepted  rule  of 
civilized  warfare.  Such  is  the  deliberate,  vot 
untary  record  made  by  General  Early,  a  OMrps 
commander  in  tiie  insurgent  army.  The  Gov- 
ernment may  not  take  smnmary  vengeance, 
although  it  has  abundant  power  to  do  so ;  bat 
there  is  One  whose  voice  is  most  terrible  in 
wradi,  who  has  declared,  "  Vengeance  is  mine 
— ^I  will  repay  I" 

The  house  of  Mr.  James  Watson — an  old  and 
feeble  man  of  over  eighty,  was  entered,  and  be- 
cause his  wife  earnestly  remonstrated  against 
the  bumine,  they  fired  the  room,  hurleS  her 
into  it,  and  locked  the  door  on  the  outside.  Her 
daughters  rescued  her  by  bursting  in  the  door 
before  her  clothing  took  nre.  Mrs.  Conner,  the 
widow  of  a  Union  soldier,  who  has  no  means  of 
support,  got  on  her  knees  and  begged  to  save 
her  and  her  little  ones  from  the  fury  of  rebel 
wrath;  but  while  she  was  thus  pleading  for 
mercy,  they  fired  her  little  home,  and  stole  ten 
dollars  from  her — the  only  money  she  had  in 
the  world.  Mr.  Wolfkill,  a  very  old  citizen,  and 
prostrated  by  sickness  so  that  he  was  utterly 
unable  to  be  out  of  bed,  plead  in  vain  to  be 
spared  a  horrible  death  in  the  flames  of  his  own 
house ;  but  they  laughed  at  his  terror,  and  fired 
the  building.  Through  the  extraordinary  efforts 
of  some  friends,  he  was  carried  away  safely. 
Mrs.  Lindsey,  a  very  feeble  lady  of  neaily 
eighty,  fainted  when  they  fired  her  house,  and 
was  left  by  the  fiends  to  be  devoured  in  the 
flames ;  but  fortunately  a  relative  reached  the 
house  in  time,  and  lifting  her  in  a  buggy  in  tbe 
stable,  pulled  her  away  while  the  flames  were 
kissing  each  other  over  their  heads  on  Uie  street 
Mrs.  Kuss,  wife  of  the  jeweller  on  Main  street, 
lay  dead  ;  and  although  they  were  shown  the 
dead  body,  they  plied  the  torch,  and  burned  the 
house.  Mrs.  J.  K.  Shryock  was  there  with  Mrs. 
Kuss's  dying  babe  in  her  arms,  and  plead  for 
the  sake  oi  the  dead  mother  and  dying  child  to 
spare  that  house,  but  it  was  unavailing.  The 
body  of  Mrs.  Kuss  was  hurriedly  buried  in  tbe 
garden,  and  tlie  work  of  destruction  went  on. 
The  next  day  it  was  taken  up  and  interred  in 
the  Catholic  graveyard.  When  the  flames  drove 
Mrs.  Shryock  out  with  the  child,  she  went  to 
one  of  the  men,  and  presenting  the  dying  babe, 
asked — ^"Is  this  revenge  sweet?**  A  tender 
chord  was  touched,  and  without  speaking,  he 
burst  into  tears.  He  afterward  followed  Mrs. 
Shryock,  and  asked  whether  he  could  do  any- 
tiling  for  her ;  but  it  was  then  too  late.    The 
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babe  has  ceased  to  be  motherless,  for  it  shares  a 
mother's  sepulchre.  The  houses  of  Messrs. 
M'LeUau,  Sharpe,  and  Nixon,  were  saved 
miraculously.  They  are  located  east  of  the 
raOroad,  and  out  of  the  business  part  of  the 
town.  They  were  not  reached  until  the  rest  of 
the  town  was  in  flames,  and  the  roads  were 
streaming  with  homeless  women  and  children. 
Mr.  Ml^llan's  residence  was  the  first  one 
entered,  and  he  was  notified  that  the  house 
most  be  burned.  Mrs.  M'Lellan  immediately 
stepped  to  the  door,  and  laying  one  hand  on 
the  rebel  officer,  and  pointing  with  the  other  to 
the  frantic  fugitive  women  and  chiJdren  pass- 
ing by,  said  to  him :  "  Sir,  is  not  your  vengeance 
gtatted  ?  We  have  a  home,  and  can  get  ano- 
&er ;  but  can  you  spare  no  homes  for  those 
poor,  helpless  people  and  their  children? 
When  you  and  I  and  all  of  us  shall  meet  before 
the  Great  Judge,  can  you  justify  this  act  ?"  He 
made  no  reply,  but  ordered  his  command  away, 
and  that  part  of  the  town  was  saved.  Mrs. 
Louis  Shoemaker  rushed  up  stairs,  when  they 
fired  her  house,  to  save  some  valuables,  and  re- 
torned  with  some  silver  spoons  in  her  hand. 
She  found  the  rebels  quarreling  over  a  valuable 
breastppin  of  hers — several  claiming  it  by  right 
of  discovery,  and  the  dispute  was  ended,  for 
the  time  at  least,  by  one  rudely  taking  the 
spoons  from  Mrs.  Shoemaker  and  dividing  them 
among  the  squad.  Mrs.  Denig  escaped  by 
wetting  blankets  and  throwing  them  around 
her,  thus  enabling  her  to  get  out  through  the 
burning  building  in  the  rear  of  her  house.  The 
residence  of  Mr.  M'Elwaine  was  burned  by  a 
sqnad  of  rebels,  who  first  demanded  and  pro- 
cured their  breakfast  from  him,  because  he  was 
guilty  of  teaching  colored  children,  and  he  was 
ured  at  as  he  made  his  escape.  S.  M.  Royston, 
bar-keeper  at  Montgomery's  Hotel,  was  robbed 
on  his  way  down  stairs  of  seven  hundred  dollars 
—all  the  savings  of  his  life.  He  was  met  by  a 
squad  of  rebels,  and  dexterously  relieved  of  his 
money  and  all  valuables.  Mr.  Holmes  Crawford 
was  taken  into  an  alley  while  his  house  was 
burning,  and  his  pockets  rifled.  All  he  had 
about  him  was  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents,  and 
that  was  appropriated.  He  was  thus  detained 
until  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  out  by  the 
street,  and  he  had  to  take  his  feeble  wife  and  sit 
in  the  rear  of  his  lot  until  the  buildings  burned 
aronnd  hiuL  Father  M'CuDcBn,  Catholic  priest 
of  this  place,  was  robbed  of  his  watch.  He 
was  sitting  on  his  porch,  and  a  party  of  rebels 
came  up  and  peremptorily  demanded  his  watch, 
which  he  delivered.  He  was  also  robbed  of  his 
vatdi  hist  year  by  Jenkins'  men — the  same 
command  that  burned  Chambersburg.  Colonel 
Etumbaugh  was  arrested  near  his  home  early 
in  the  morning,  and  with  pistol  presented  to  his 
head,  ordered  to  procure  some  whiskey.  He  re- 
ft»ed,  for  the  very  good  reason  Ibat  he  had 
none,  and  could  get  none.  He  was  released, 
but  rfterward  re-arrested  by  another  squad,  the 
officer  naming  him,  and  was  insulted  in  every 
ponble  way.    He  informed  the  officer  that  he 


had  been  in  the  service,  and  that  if  General 
Battles  was  present,  they  would  not  dare  to  in- 
sult him.  When  asked  why,  he  answered — "  I 
captured  him  at  Shiloh,  and  treated  him  like  a 
soldier."  A  rebel  major  present,  who  had  been 
under  Battles,  upon  inquiry,  was  satisfied  that 
Colonel  Stumbaugh's  statement  was  correct, 
ordered  his  prompt  release,  and  withdrew  the 
entire  rebel  force  from  that  part  of  Second 
street,  and  no  buildings  were  burned.  Colonel 
Boyd's  residence — ^"Federal  Hill," — was  also 
put  under  guard,  when  Mrs.  Boyd  informed 
them  who  lived  ^ere.  They  had  some  recol- 
lections of  Colonel  Boyd  occasionaUy  penetra- 
ting the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  it  was  not 
deemed  wholesome  to  burn  his  property.  Mr. 
John  Treher,  of  Loudon,  was  robbed  by  the 
rebels  of  two  hundred  dolhirs  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  one  hundred  dollars  in  currency.  The 
money  was  in  a  bureau  drawer,  but  it  was  most 
dexterously  appropriated  by  the  scienced  light- 
fingered  gentry  of  McCausland.  They  also  stole 
all  his  liquors.  Mr.  D.  R.  Knight,  an  artist, 
started  out  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  McClure 
when  he  saw  Norland  on  fire,  and  on  his  way  he 
was  robbed  of  all  his  money  by  a  squad  of 
rebels.  He  reached  the  house  in  time  to  aid  in 
getting  the  women  away.  Rebel  officers  had 
begged  of  him  before  he  started,  to  get  the  wo- 
men out  of  town  as  fast  as  possible,  as  many 
rebel  soldiers  were  intoxicated,  and  they  feared 
the  worst  consequences. 

Soon  after  the  work  of  destruction  had  com- 
menced, a  squad  was  detailed  to  burn  "  Norland," 
the  residence  of  A.  K.  M'Clure.  It  is  situated  a 
mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  no  other 
building  was  fired  within  half  a  mUe  of  it,  al- 
though fifty  houses  stand  between  it  and  the 
burnt  portion  of  Chambersburg.  The  squad 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Smith,  son  of  Gov- 
ernor Smith  (Extra  Billy),  of  Virginia,  whose 
beautiful  residence  near  Warrenton  has  ever 
been  carefully  guarded  by  Union  troops  when 
within  our  lines.  The  mother  and  sisters  of  the 
officer  who  fired  "  Norland  "  had  lived  in  peace 
and  safety  in  their  home,  under  Federal  guards, 
since  the  war  commenced.  With  the  cry  of 
"retaliation,"  Captain  Smith  proceeded  to  Mr, 
M'Clure's  residence.  Passing  the  beautiful 
mansion  of  Mr.  Eyster,  he  supposed  he  had 
reached  the  object  of  his  vengeance,  and  he 
alighted  and  met  Mr.  Eyster  at  ^e  door. 
"  Colonel  M'Clure,  I  presume,"  said  the  chival- 
rous son  of  Virginia.  "No,  sir;  my  name  is 
Eyster,"  was  the  reply.  "  Where  is  M'Clure's 
house  ?"  was  the  next  interrogatory.  As  the 
property  was  evidently  doomed,  and  in  sight, 
Mr.  Eyster  could  only  answer  that  it  was  further 
on  the  road,  and  the  noble  warrior  passed  on. 
He  found  Mrs.  M'Clure  quite  ill — ^having  been 
confined  to  her  bed  for  ten  days  previous.  He 
informed  her  that  the  house  must  be  burned  by 
way  of  retaliation — ^for  what  particular  wrong, 
he  did  not  seem  anxious  to  explain.  He  mag- 
nanimously stated  that  she  should  have  t^ 
minutes  to  get  the  femuly  out  of  the  house  and 
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away;  and  to  prove  his  sincerity, he  at  once 
fired  the  house  on  each  story.  To  convince 
Mrs.  M*Clnre  that  he  was  a  diivahrotis  foe,  he 
ordered  her  to  open  her  secretary  while  the 
hoose  was  in  flames  aronnd  her,  and,  evidently 
ambitions  to  show  his  Hterarv  taste  and  acquire- 
ments, be  commenced  to  read  her  private  letters. 
Mrs.  M'Clnre  informed  him  that  he  would  doubt- 
less be  disappointed  in  her  assortment  of  litera- 
ture, as  her  husband  had  no  papers  or  letters  in 
the  house ;  but  as  he  seemed  desirous  to. read 
something,  she  would  commend  to  him  a  letter 
she  had  just  received  the  day  before  from  a 
rebel  prisoner,  invoking  the  blessing  of  Heaven 
upon  tier  and  hers  for  kind  ministrations  to  a 
foe.  The  writer  had  been  here  with  Lee,  in 
June,  1863,  and  was  on  euard  at  the  house,  and 
was  of  course  treated  kindly.  The  sick  of  the 
same  command,  as  well  as  those  of  McCausland's 
forces — tlien  imder  Jenkins — were  all  humanely 
cared  for,  by  Mrs.  MCIure ;  and  the  author  of 
the  letter,  having  since  been  captured,  and  suf- 
fering from  siclmess  and  destitution,  wrote  her 
some  time  before  stating  his  condition.  That 
she  had  not  turned  a  deaf  ear  even  to  a  foe 
when  8u£fering.is  evidenced  by  the  acknowledg- 
ment present^  to  Captain  Smith,  which  was  as 
follows : 

PBOonB'g  Cm,  Ponnr  Lmmoct,  Md.,  1 
Jal790,ia0i.    I 

Madam — ^It  is  with 'feelings  of  intense  grati- 
tude I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  letter 

under  date  of  twenty-first  of  June,  enclosing 

dollars.  Words  are  inadequate  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  so  kind,  so  benevolent  and  unex- 
pected a  favor.  I  can  only  simply  say — ^many 
thanks,  and  may  Gk>d  bless  you.  I  have  a 
mother  and  sisters;  and  your  letter  I  shall 
retain  and  convey  to  them  in  order  that  they 
may  see  the  Christian  kindness  of  one  who  is 
agamst  us,  and  urge  that  they  may  emulate  your 
example,  and  never  be  backward  when  an  oppor- 
tunity is  offered  in  giving  aid  to  a  needy  Federal 
soldier. 

As  it  may  never  be  in  my  power  to  recipro- 
cate the  favor  received  at  vour  hands,  my 
prayer  is  that  Ck)d  may  reward  you  for  it  *  *  * 
With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness, 
and  trusting  that  this  dark  war  cloud  may  soon 
be  dispelled,  and  peace  and  happiness  and  pros- 
perity once  more  smile  upon  us, 

I  am,  madam,  with  much  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  B.  Stamp, 
Oompany  G,  Ninth  Division. 

Such  a  letter  was  not  just  the  entertainment 
to  which  the  imperious  son  of  the  South  consid- 
ered himself  invited.  Instead  of  retaliating  for 
wrongs  done,  he  found  himself  about  to  apply 
the  t^rch  where  friend  and  foe  had  found  sohce 
in  distress— even  his  own  men  having  been 
mercifully  ministered  to  there  by  the  one  over 
Vhose  aching  head  and  enfeebled  limbs  he  was 
inviting  the  fury  of  the  flames.    He  read  the 


letter,  and  answered — **Tku  is  awfyl—4i  i$ 
ctwfid  to  bttm  this  house  r  and  in  vindkatioD  of 
his  contrition,  he  left  Mrs.  M'Clnre  to  escam 
from  the  fire,  while  he  proceeded  to  the  adjom- 
in^  ro<»n  and,  in  a  fit  of  remorse,  stole  Mr. 
M  Oure's  ^old  watch  and  other  articles  of  value 
which  might  adorn  the  elegant  mansion  of  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  at  Warrenton.  Fortumtdj  1 
Mrs.  Mt^lure  had  some  of  her  own  dothiog  in  \ 
trunk,  and  one  of  the  squad  kindly  aided  her  in 
getting  it  out  of  the  house,  and  it  wis  saved, 
but  nothing  belonging  to  Mr.  MXlure  was  al- 
lowed to  be  remov^.  Rev.  Mrs.  Kicoolb,  wbo 
had  rushed  to  the  house,  was  caught  od  the 
stairs  with  a  coat  on  her  arms,  and  it  was  ruddy 
taken  from  her,  with  the  remark,  "  Saviu  toj- 
thing  belonging  to  Atm  is  expressly  forbiddeo.' 
In  five  minutes  the  house  was  envelq>ed  in 
flames,  and  Mrs.  MXHure,  and  the  other  memben 
of  the  family  at  home,  started  on  foot,  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  tiia  I 
chivalry.  The  torch  was  thrust  into  the  hrgfi 
well-filled  barn,  and  in  half  an  hour  a  few  cbarnd 
walls  was  all  that  remained  of  ^  Norland."  O^k 
tain  Smith  could  conceal  the  watch  and  other 
articles  he  purloined  at  ^  Norland"  as  tropbiei 
of  his  valor,  but  the  silver  pitcher  was  unw£^7, 
and  could  not  be  secreted  from  profane  eyes  ai 
he  rode  back  through  town  from  the  scene  of 
his  triumph.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to  give  a 
public  display  of  his  generosity.  He8t^>ped 
at  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy's,  and  handed  the  pitdwf 
to  his  wife,  with  the  request — ^  Please  deliver 
this  to  Mrs.  Colonel  MXlure,  with  the  compli- 
ments of  Captain  Smith.'*  The  goblets  were 
strapped  to  the  saddle  of  one  of  his  squad,  and 
the  watch  could  be  pocketed  to  prevent  the 
tell-tale  qualities  of  the  pitcher,  ana  they  were 
borne  off  to  the  land  of  heroic  warriors  and 
noble  blood.  The  watch  stolen  by  Gkptain 
Smith  was  presented  to  Mr.  MXlure  by  some 
friends  as  a  testimonial  for  his  services  as  Chair- 
man of  the  State  Committee  in  1860 ;  bears  a& 
engraving  to  that  effect,  and  is  worth  five  han- 
dred  doUara. 
The  following  card  explains  itself  fully : 

To  the  Editor  a/ the  New  York  Times: 

Your  correspondent  writing  fr^m  the  soudien 
border  of  Pennsylvania,  says  in  the  2Vfii«f  of  the 
fourth  instant : 

*'  I  was  informed  by  a  g^tleman  on  the  tram 
that  Colonel  M'Clure  paid  five  thousand  doUara 
as  a  ransom  for  his  threatened  property,  and 
after  all  the  scoundrels  set  the  torch  to  hit 
house,  and  it  now  stands  a  smoldng  ruin." 

The  foregoing  statement  has  not  the  shadow 
of  truth.  I  paid  no  sum  of  money  to  ransom  mv 
property,  nor  did  any  one  for  me ;  and  altiioo^ 
my  loss  is  scarcely  less  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, not  one  doUiur  of  tribute  would  have  beeo 
paid  to  barbarous  freebootere  to  save  it  I  was 
not  present,  but  no  member  of  my  fiunily  would 
have  entertained  a  proposition  of  any  kind  to 
ransom  anything  belonging  to  them  or  me. 

iuK.M*(kJDlB. 
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Gftptain  Smith,  the  worthy  eon  of  a  noble 
Yiiginia  sire,  now  €k>vemor  of  what  treason 
has  left  of  the  Old  Dominion,  gave  his  name  and 
parentage  at  "Norland,''  and  also  at  Rev. 
James  F.  Kennedy's.  It  seems  that  the  resi- 
dences of  ministers  were  not  to  be  burned,  and 
he  gave  the  following  order  to  Mr.  Kennedy. 


a,  Jal7  80,  ISM. 
Bey.  James  F.  Kennedjr's  house  is  not  to  be 
burned,  positively   prohibited.    By   order  of 
Bdgadier-General  McGausland. 

F.  W.  Smtth, 

A.  A.  D.  G. 

The  order  was  hastQy  written  with  lead  pen- 
ctl,  bnc  in  a  very  legible  hand,  while  he  was  de- 
lireriog  Mrs.  M  Clure's  pitcher  to  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
and  declaring  by  way  of  justification  of  his  con- 
duct, that  bis  father  8  house  had  been  burned 
hy  our  troops,  a  statement  he  knew  to  be  false. 

Fiendish  and  relentless  as  were  McGausland 
and  moat  of  his  conunand,  there  were  notable 
exceptions  who  bravely  maintained  the  humani- 
tiee  of  war  in  the  midst  of  the  infuriated  free- 
booters who  were  plying  the  torch  and  securine 
plunder.  Scurgeon  Sudd  was  conversing  witn 
ieveral  citizens  when  the  demand  for  tribute 
was  made,  and  he  assured  all  present  that  the 
rebd  commander  would  not  bum  Ghambersburg. 
In  die  midst  of  his  assurances;  the  flames  burst 
lortfa  almost  simultaneously  in  every  part  of  the 
town.  When  he  saw  the  fire  break  out  he 
vept  like  a  child,  and  publicly  denounced  the 
atrocities  of  his  commander.  He  took  no  part 
in  it  whatever,  save  to  aid  some  unfortunate 
ones  in  escaping  from  the  flames.  Gaptain 
Baxter,  formerly  of  Baltimore,  peremptorily  re- 
fosed  to  participate  in  the  burning ;  but  aided 
many  people  to  get  some  clothing  and  other 
artides  out  of  the  houses.  He  asked  a  citizen 
m  a  special  £avor  to  write  to  his  friends  in  Bal- 
timore and  acquit  him  of  the  hellish  work. 
Soreeon  Richardson,  another  Baltimorean,  gave 
hia  horse  to  a  lady  .to  get  some  articles  out  of 
the  burning  town,  and  publicly  deplored  the 
sad  work  of  McGausland.  When  asked  who  his 
cofomanding  officer  was,  he  answered. "  Madam, 
I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  Ckneral  McGausland  is 
mj  commander  1"  Gaptain  Watts  manfully 
■aved  all  of  Second  street  south  of  Oueen,  and 
vi&  hia  command  aided  to  arrest  the  flames. 
He  said  he  would  lose  his  commission  rather 
Attn  bum  out  defenceless  people,  and  other  offi- 
cers and  a  number  of  privates  displayed  every 
possible  evidence  of  their  humunity.  One 
whole  company  was  kept  by  its  Gaptain — ^name 
anknown — hon^  buming  and  pillaging,  and  the 
■outh-eastem  portion  of  Ghambersburg  stands  to- 
day solely  because  an  officer  detidled  there  ke^t 
his  men  employed  in  aiding  people  out  of  their 
boroine  houses,  and  did  not  apply  the  torch  at  alL 
After  the  rebels  had  left,  the  following  note  was 
received  by  Rev.  S.  J.  NicoUs,  Presbyterian 
pastor,  written  on  an  envelope  with  a  pencil : 


Rev.  Mb.  Nioolls:  Please  write  my  father 
and  give  him  my  love.  Tell  him,  too,  as  Mrs. 
Shoemaker  will  tell  you,  that  I  was  most  strenu- 
ously opposed  to  the  buming  of  the  town. 

B.  B.  Blair, 

ChaplAin  and  son  of  Thomas  P.  Blair,  ShippeDsbarg,Fa. 

That  there  was  a  most  formidable  opposition 
to  buming  the  town  in  McGausland 's  command 
was  manifested  in  various  ways.  In  the  morn- 
ing before  daylight,  when  McGausland  was  at 
Greenawalt's,  on  the  turnpike  west  of  Ghambers* 
burg,  a  most  boistercTUs  council  was  held  there, 
at  which  there  were  earnest  protests  made  to 
McGausland  against  buming  anything  but  pub- 
lic property.  McGausland  was  greatly  incensed 
at  some  of  his  officers,  and  ureatened  them 
with  most  summary  vengeance  if  they  refused 
to  obey  orders.  Many,  however,  did  openly 
disobey,  and  went  even  so  far  as  to  give  the  ut- 
most publicity  to  their  disobedience. 

Gaptain  Fitzhugh  exhibited  to  J.  W.  Douglas, 
Esquire,  an  attorney  of  this  place,  a  written 
order  with  the  name  of  Jubal  A.  Early  to  it,  di- 
recting that  Ghambersbiurg  should  be  burned, 
in  retaliation  for  the  buming  of  six  houses  in 
Virginia  by  Hunter.  The  buming  of  Ghambers- 
burg was  therefore  by  order  of  one  of  tiie  corps 
commanders  of  General  Lee's  army,  instead  of 
the  work  of  a  guerrilla  chief,  thus  placing  the 
responsibility  squarely  upon  the  shoulders  of 
General  Lee.  We  have  in  support  of  this  the 
statement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  Episcopal 
clergyman  of  Hagerstown,  who  was  taken  as  a 
hos^e  after  Ghambersburg  had  been  destroyed. 
He  was  brought  to  General  Early's  headquar- 
ters at  Williamsport.  and  there  paroled  to  efifect 
his  exchange.  General  Early  there  informed 
him  that  he  had  directed  Ghambersburg  to  be 
bumed  in  retaliation  for  the  destruction    of 

Sroperty  in  Virginia   by    Grant,  Meade,  and 
[unter,    and    th^t    the     account    was    now 
squared. 

A  number  of  the  thieves  who  participated  in 
buming  Ghambersburg,  were  sent  suddenly  to 
their  last  account  An  officer  whose  papers 
identify  him  as  Major  Bowen,  Eighth  Virginia 
cavalry,  was  conspicuous  for  his  brutality  and 
robberies.  He  got  too  far  south  of  the  firing 
parties  to  be  covered  by  them,  and  in  his 
desire  to  glut  his  thieving  propensities,  he  was 
isolated.  He  was  captured  by  several  citizens, 
in  the  midst  of  his  bmtal  work,  and  was 
despatched  promptly.  When  he  was  fired  at 
and  slightly  wounded,  he  took  refuge  in  the 
buming  cellar  of  one  of  the  houses,  and  there 
with  the  intense  heat  blistering  him,  he  begged 
them  to  spare  his  life ;  but  it  was  in  vain.  Half 
the  town  was  still  brnmine,  and  it  was  taxing 
humanity  rather  too  much  to  save  a  man  who 
had  adaed  the  boldest  robbery  to  atrocious 
arson.  He  was  shot  dead  and  now  sleeps  near 
the  Falling  Spring,  nearly  opposite  the  Depot 
He  was  about  five  feet  five  inches  in  height, 
very  stoutly  built,  with  sandy  hair,  goatee  and 
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moustache,  sandy  complexion,  full  &ce,  and  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  years  of  age. 

Two  men  entered  the  drug  store  of  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, and  in  their  haste  and  confusion  got  the 
front  door  locked,  and  could  not  escape  speedily 
after  they  had  fired  the  store.  Mr.  Miller  was 
standing  in  the  hall  of  his  house,  which  com- 
municates with  the  store,  and  with  his  double- 
barrelled  shot  gun  he  brought  both  down  to  find 
sepulchres  iu  the  ashes  of  his  house.  We  do 
not  learn  that  they  blessed  the  name  of  McCaus- 
land  as  their  bronzed  skin  blistered  and  with- 
ered beneath  the  flames  he  had  ordered.  Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Doyle,  of  Loudon,  who  had  served 
in  Easton's  battery,  followed  the  retreating  reb- 
els  toward  Loudon,  to  capture  stragglers.  When 
beyond-St  Thomas  he  caught  Captain  Cochran, 
Quartermaster  of  Eleventh  Virginia  cavalry, 
and  as  he  recognized  him  as  one  who  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  destruction  of  Chambersburg, 
he  gave  him  just  fifteen  minutes  to  live.  Coch- 
ran was  armed  with  sword  and  pistols,  but  he 
was  taken  so  suddenly  by  Mr.  Doyle  that  he  had 
no  chance  to  use  them.  He  begged  piteously 
for  his  life,  but  Mr.  Doyle  was  inexorable — the 
foe  who  bums  and  robs  must  die,  and  he  so  in- 
formed him  peremptorily.  At  the  very  second 
ho  shot  the  whining  thief  dead,  and  found  on  his 
person  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  of 
greenbacks,  all  stolen  from  our  citizens,  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  rebel 
currency.  His  sword,  belt  and  pistols  were 
brought  to  this  place  by  Mr.  Doyle.  He  did 
not  Usp  the  name  of  McCausland  with  rever- 
ence or  pride  as  he  begged  to  be  spared  the 
)ust  doom  his  deeds  merited.  Sccn'os  of  Mc- 
Causland's  couunand  were  killed  on  the  retreat 
by  General  Averell's  forces.  Many  of  them 
were  intoxicated,  and  all  demoralized  by  plun- 
der, and  they  became  an  easy  prey  to  the  venge- 
ance of  our  troops  who  passed  through  Sie 
burning  town  in  the  pursuit  of  the  barbarians. 

The  fiends  in  human  shape  who  passed  to 
their  final  account  in  the  midst  of  their  own  in- 
fernal work,  did  not  reach  the  Great  Judge 
without  an  accuser.  Daniel  Parker,  once  a 
"  thing,"  a  "  chattel,"  a  "  slave,"  in  tiie  parlance 
and  by  the  laws  of  the  superior  race  who  teach 
nobility  and  chivalry  by  making  the  widow  and 
fSfttherless  homeless  and  penniless,  was  the  only 
victim  unto  death  of  rebel  brutality.  He  had 
seen  the  North  star  in  his  earlier  days,  and  al- 
though untutored,  in  obedience  to  the  statutes 
which  enslaved  him,  he  foUowed  the  beacon 
light  of  heaven  to  freedom.  He  had  lived 
quietly,  soberly  and  industriously  in  our  midst 
until  he  had  filled  the  measure  of  patriarchal 
years,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
enfeebled  by  age  and  infirmities,  and  his  humble 
home  excited  the  vengeance  of  the  lordly  sons 
of  the  South.  They  fired  his  house,  and  he  was 
BO  injured  by  the  flames  before  he  could  escape 
that  he  died  the  same  night,  and  his  spirit, 
cleansed  of  the  stain  of  color  and  caste  as 
stamped  by  man,  passed  with  his  murderers, 


who  found  resting-places  amidst  the  ashes  of 
their  own  desolation,  to  the  bar  of  Him  who 
judges    only  in   righteousness.     Despite  the 
wicKed  war  they  have  thrown  like  a  paJl  over* 
great  and  free  people  on  the  pretext  of  equalitj 
of  races,  they  found  a  tribunal  from  which  then 
is  no  appeal,  where  chattel  and  master,  sfaiTQ  j 
and  lord,  meet  equal  justice,  and  equal  mercy*  n 
Murderers  and  accuser  bid  a  final  firewdl  to  t 
the  same  waning  sun,  and  thenceforth  forerer   ' 
became  equals!  ^ 

A  correspondent  sends  the  following  as  to  tibe 
nativity  of  the  vandcJ  chief  Md^usland:  Pr^  ■ 
quent  inquiries  are  daily  made  regardiog  ^m  j 
nativity  of  the  fiend  McCausland.    Some  a^^.  "^ 
that  he  was  bom  in  New  York  State,  wm 
others  think  that  he  must  certainly  have  idl] 
seen  the  light  in  the  South.    The  matter  si 
to  be  important  inasmuch  as  the  individual 
have  a  very  prominent  and  int-eresting  page 
the  history  of  the  rebellion ;  but  he  has  set ' 
the  question  himself,  and  removed  cause  for 
ther  dispute.    In  a  conversation  with  Rev. 
Edwards,  of  Hagerstown,  McCausland  said 
he  was  from  hdL    For  a  verification  of  his 
ment  witness  Chambersburg  in  rains. 


Doc.  94. 
GRANTS  OPERATIONS  IN  VIRGINIA 

MEADE'S  ADDRESS  TO  THE  ARUY, 

HlADQUABTSRB  AlOfT  OV  THE  P(mBUlV\ 

SoLDiEBs:  The  moment  has  arrived  wl 
your  conunanding  general  feels  authorised 
address  you  in  terms  of  congratulation. 

For  eight  days  and  nights,  idmost  wil 
intermission,  in  rain  and  sunshine,  you  ^ 
been  gaUandy  fighting  a  desperate  foe,  in  ^ 
sitions  naturally  strong,  and  rendered  dou^f 
by  intrenchments. 

You  have  compelled  him  to  abandon  his 
fications  on  the  Rapidan,  to  retire,  and  atL_ 
to  stop  your  onward  progress,  and  now  h^ 
abandoned  the  last  intrenched  position  so  *" 
ciously  held,  suffering  in  all  a  loss  of  eigi 
guns,  twen^-two  colors,  and  eight  thoi 
prisoners,  including  two  general  officers. 

Your  heroic  deeds  and  noble  enduraDO$ 
fatigue  and  privation  will  ever  be  memoi  " 
Let  us  return  thanks  to  God  for  the  mercy 
shown  us,  and  ask  earnestly  for  its  continn 

Soldiers!    Your  work  is  not  oyer.    The 
my  must  be  pursued  and  if  possible  ov< 
The  courage  and  fortitude  you  have  dit^ 
renders  your  commanding  general  confident 
your  future  efforts  will  result  in  success. 

While  we  mourn  the  loss  of  many  _ 
comrades,  let  us  remember  that  the  enen^ 
have  suffered  equal,  if  not  greater  losses. 

We  shall  soon  receive  reinforcemenla, 
he  cannot  expect 

Let  us  determine,  then,  to  oontiune     ^ 
ly  the  work  so  well  begun,  and,  under 
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lU  Aocoraoy. 

"  During  the  trial  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 
lik'i  tannJiMited  yesterday  in  the  conviction  of  Wil- 
ii  Smith  for  pmicy,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Jef 
E  4,  t  great  deal  of  documentary  evidence  to  show 
->  reality  of  secession  was  offered  in  evidence  by  the 
iiiid  for  defence— avowedly  taken  from  Frank 
*■.  rts  RibdHon  Record^  and  received  by  Judges  Grier 
'si  Codinkllader  who  presided.  This  is  a  remarkable 
^mpliment  to  the  work  in  question,  but  not  higher  than 
xtiiti  ftom  the  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  varied  in- 
rn^Uoo  respecting  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
'fiOoiL  h  it  iSi  firtt  time  in  legal  and  literary 
iiiry,  thai  a  book  not  yet  completed  has  been  ao  stamp- 
fiA  mihentieify^  as  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  a 
irt  of  ZflWj  and  on  a  tt'ial  for  a  capital  offence^ -^ 
\l  /Ven,  Oct  26,  1861. 

Tiie  great  essayist,  Carl jle,  calls  history  *  distilled 
"fupeft.'  Tks  Mebellion  Record^  then,  is  a  model 
'?/ ,  for  it  subjects  the  journals  of  the  day,  with  all 
"  telcgraiDi,  (a  word  which  has  become  an  emphatic 
^liTin  for  faUehoodf)  their  rumors,  and  their  re- 
*^,  to  the  crucible  of  time,  and  whatever  endures 
't  Eery  test,  it  daasifies  and  puts  into  convenient 
1  for  preservation  and  reference." 

'  By  far  the  most  valoable  periodica]  connected  with 
^  vtt  ia  tiM  Rebellion  Record,  It  is  destined  to  ht- 
^  *  tiie  itandard  an^iarity  of  the  war.  To  any  one 
^«B  of  preserving  a  record  of  the  conflict  as  it 
Tcsea,  U  is  invaluable;*'— -/RtluuM^/fS  Journal. 

Ae  RtMBon  Record^  gi^ix^*  ••  U  doe^  ^^erj  pro- 
%^  mesttge  or  paper  that  is  of  real  import- 
'  ■  utdnamti]^  oonciBely,  yet  dearly,  all  that  either 
'  ^  aoooiiipljahed,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
vtiodene  to  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  exact  status 
i^ia  In  oar  country.*'— iV^tmontA   (JV;   H.) 

ttiii  vUl  be  the  great  treasury  from  which  the 
zt  historian  will  draw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
Kttfl  come  to  write  a  history  of  the  great  rebel- 
■  —Ckrielian  Fustrueior^  Pkiladelpkia, 

'>  tliose  who  wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and 
*^  hiaJory  of  the  great  struggle,  from  the  effects 
'  '""^  ov  country  is  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 
'^^nence,  this  work  will  commend  itself.  We 
-'1  h  as  the  moat  valuable  work  that  visits  our 
'-JIanecei  Courier,  Ohio. 

^  wwk  is  considered  the  standard  authority  of 
•^,9»d  a  complete  re/erenee-book  in  rekUion  to 
"f^ry  of  the  rebeOionV^Steubenville  {0.)  Daily 

•  •«  eoBtentfl  of  this  worlc,  sifted  from  a  variety  of 
4  SQutitote  die  very  beat  msmoires  pour  servvr 
^i^t  out  ^  which  the  future  Bancrofts,  Macau- 
ttii  Preaeotts  will  draw  their  best  materials."— 
^(^\s.)  Weeldy  Journal 

^  details  of  the  i?A»>ri  are  not  hasUly  gathered 
-  ^  uvBpapers  of  the  day,  but  are  diosen  out 
'idlbaation  afi«r  tfaair  rahie  has  become  known. 


and  whenever  it  is  practicable,  official  copies  are  secur' 
ed.  In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  materiaJ  is  being  col- 
lected, which  in  after-times  will  illustrate  the  rebellion, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fulness  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natural  history  can 
rival."— /*At/.  Bulletin, 

"  A  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Rebellion 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  was  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  as  it  has  also  been  in  this 
city.  — 2i.  Y,  Commercial  Advertiser, 

**  The  courts,  the  departments,  and  the  press  con- 
tinually quote  the  Rebeltion  Record  ;  historical  studenta 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  use ;  while  every  citizen, 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  useful  as  a  dic- 
tionary, gaietteer  or  blue-book."— j^oaton  Transcr^. 

*'  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  attain,  without  really  de- 
serving it,  a  fair  reputation  for  truthfulness  and  general 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  JUbelUon 
Record  has  acquired  is  not  of  this  superficial  charac- 
ter; it  has  been  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  closest 
criticism  and  comparison  with  official  and  other 
authorities,  and  in  every  case  has  come  out  triumph- 
ant. It  DSM  been  our  own  duty,  during  a  few  months 
past,  to  collate  every  important  fact  given  in  Its  pages 
with  other  collections  of  material  of  ample  extent,  and 
mainly  official  in  character,  and  we  hare  yet  to  find 
the  first  important  error."— iV.  Y.  Examiner. 

XU  Impartiality. 

"  Every  document  bearing  upon  the  great  crisis, 
whether  emanating  from  the  North  or  South,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  part:  Every  important  event,  from  the 
first  unfurling  of  the  rebel  flag  at  Charleston,  is  re- 
corded, with  uie  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
ed from  the  press.  Most  of  the  poetry  which  the 
conflict  has  insphred  is  published." — Albany  Evening 
Journal, 

"  Its  contents  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  from  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
counts, so  as  fairly  to  exhibit  all  views  of  the  ques- 
tion."—P^ia<W/>^  Press. 

**  It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narrations 
and  expressions  of  opmion,  taken  chiefly  from  the  daily 
newspapers  of  all  parts  of  the  Union." —  Washitigton 
Globe, 

"  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  has  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
side,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  cases 
giving  his  authority."— /Vowifenoe  Press. 

"  It  is  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  permanent 
interest.  Communicating  statements  from  both  sides 
on  all  the  questions  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time,  while  to  the 
future  historian  it  will  prove  invaluable." — Gettysburgh 
(Pa,)  Evang.  Review, 

'*  It  is  as  remarkable  for  the  Industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  its  perfect  impartiality.**— ixmtt- 
viUe  Journal. 
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ng,  in  a  short  time  the  object  of  our  labors 
I  be  accomplished. 

Gio.  G.  Meade. 

MiSlor-OeiMNral  Oommanding. 
JTlLLLAJfB, 
A.A.O. 

GENERAL  LEE'S  ADDRESB. 

HBAsqOABTBBS  Armt  ov  KoBTHBtif  TmacoA  1 
Mar  14, 18M.     / 

rt — ^The  general  commanding  takes  great 
sure  in  annooncing  to  the  army  the  series 
esses  that,  by  the  favor  of  €rod,  have 
^ntly  been  achieved  by  our  arms. 

ond — A  part  of  the  enemy's  force  threaten- 

16  valley  of  Virginia  has  been  routed  by 

eral  Imboden,ahd  driven  back  to  the  Potomac, 

the  loss  of  tiieir  train  and  a  nnmber  of 

>ners. 

i — ^Another  body  of  the  enemy,  under 
&ral  Averell,  penetrated  to  the  Yireinia  and 
jieesee  railroad  at  Dublin  depot  A  portion 
^18  force  has  been  dispersed  by  Generals 
and  W.  K  Jones,  who  are  in  pursuit 
remainder. 

|»iirth — ^The  army  of  (Jeneral  Banks  sus- 
1  a  severe  defeat  in  Western  liouisiana  by 
lorces  of  General  Kirby  Smith,  and  retreated 
|exandria.  losing  several  thousand  prisoners, 
y-^ve  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large  number 
^ons.  Some  of  the  most  formidable  gun- 
that  accompanied  the  expedition  were 
oyed  to  save  them  from  capture. 
*a — The  expedition  of  General  Steele  into 
em  Arkansas  has  ended  in  a  complete  dis- 
Norttiern  journals  of  the  tenth  instant 
ice  bis  surrender,  with  an  army  of  nine 
id  men,  to  General  Price. 
|:th — The  cavalry  force  sent  by  General 
to  attack  Richmond  has  been  repulsed, 
Iretired  toward  the  Peninsula.  Every 
^netration  of  the  enemy  south  of  James 
>  has,  np  to  this  time,  been  successfully  re- 

k-enth — ^The  heroic  valor  of  this  army,  with 

blessing  of  Almighty   God,  has  thus  far 

'     *  the  principal  army  of  the  enemy,  and 

upon  it  heavy  losses.    The  eyes  and 

of  your  countrymen  are  turned  to  you 

jonfidence,  and  their  prayers  attend  you 

^ur  gallant  struggle.    Encouraged  by  the 

that  has  been  vouchsafed  to  us,  and 

Elated  by  the  great  interests  that  depend 

f  ^e  issue,  let  every  man  resolve  to  endure 

1   brave  aU.  until,  by  the  assistance  of  a 

id  merciful   God,  the  enemy   shaU  be 

back,  and  peace  secured  to  our  country. 

me  to  emulate  the  valor  of  your  conurades 

Lve  fallen ;  and  remember  that  it  depends 

Pyou  whether  they  shall  have  died  in  vain. 

your  power,  under  God,  to  defeat  the 

i,t  effort  of  the  enemy,  establish  the  in- 

jndence  of  your  native  land,  and  earn  the 

love  and  gratitude  of  vour  countrymen 

admiratioc  of  mankind. 

R.  £L  Lee, 

GeneraL 
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The  rebels,  at  five  o'clock  this  evening,  made 
an  attempt  to  repeat  Jackson's  ChancelTorsville 
flanking  movement,  and  gave  us  an  unanticipated 
hour  or  two  of  fighting,  which  has  ended  with 
their  complete  repulse.  Swell's  corps  (Jack- 
son's  old  commandV  made  a  detotur  aroimd  our 
right  wing,  and  suadenly  emerged  on  the  Spott- 
S]avania  and  Fredericksburg  plank-road,  strik- 
ing our  rear  and  breaking  out  upon  our  trains. 
The  only  force  at  the  point  was  a  portion  of  the 
heavv  artillery  division  of  (Jeneral  Robert  Tyler, 
which  reachea  the  army  a  day  or  two  ago  from 
Washington,  and  has  never  before  been  in  bat- 
tle. These  were  unable  at  first  to  check  the 
advance  of  the  rebels,  who  pounced  upon  our 
ammunition  train,  a  portion  of  which  they  cap 
tured,  and  broke  into  an  open  space  within 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  these  headquarters. 
General  Tyler,  however,  promptly  gathered  up 
his  force,  threw  it  upon  the  rebels,  and  finally 
repulsed  them  handsomely.  Immediately  upon 
the  announcement  of  the  attack,  General  Meade 
despatched  two  divisions  of  Hancock's  corps 
(those  of  Barlow  and  Birney),  from  our  extreme 
left,  and  Crawford's  division  of  Warren's  corps 
from  tfie  centre.  Birney  formed  his  line,  and 
threw  it  into  the  woods  in  support  of  Tyler, 
while  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were  sent  • 
around  on  the  rebel  right  flank,  with  the  view 
of  preventing  their  recrossing  the  Ny.  The 
rebels,  finding  themselves  checked,  fell  back  and 
recrossed  the  Ny  at  a  point  three  or  four  miles 
above.  The  rebel  force  engaged  was  Hood's 
division  of  Swell's  corps,  the  remainder  of  the 
corps  supporting.  The  honor  of  their  repulse 
rests  with  Tyler's  regiments  (heavy  artillery 
used  as  infantry),  which  withstood  their  first 
baptism  of  battle  nobly.  Their  loss  was  heavy, 
and  will  probably  reach  a  hundred  killed  and 
four  or  five  hundred  wounded.  This  was  in  part 
owing  to  the  fact  that,  being  fresh  troops,  they 
did  not  know  how  to  cover  themselves,  as  old 
troops  do,  and  they  illustrated  the  well-known 
fact  that  new  troops,  in  their  first  engagement, 
generally  fight  with  more  reckless  daring  than 
even  veterans.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  • 
wagons  taken  by  the  rebels  were  promptly  re- 
captured, and  we  took  besides  from  seventy-five 
to  a  hundred  prisoners. 

The  assault  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was 
boldly  conceived  and  executed,  and  was  proba- 
bly prompted  by  the  fact  that  Gleneral  Meade  has 
to-day  been  withdrawing  the  forces  from  the 
right  of  our  line  and  massing  them  on  the  left 
The  object  of  the  rebels,  therefore,  was  doubt- 
less to  discover  where  our  right  rested,  and  to 
seize  such  booty  as  might  fall  in  their  wav. 
The  purpose,  as  will  be  seen,  was  completely 
foiled,  and  though  the  suddenness  of  the  attack 
produced  a  temporary  flurry.  Generals  Grant 
and  Meade  seem  now  in  perfect  good  humor 
with  the  result 
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A  SOUTHERN  AOOOUNl 

ijurr  or  NoRnoRcr  VrRaniu,) 
Kbar  Spon*TLT.A3fiA  CousT-HOFBi,  May  ao,  1864w     ) 

About  three  o'clock  yesterday  evening  Liea- 
tenai it-General  Ewell,  with  the  whole  of  the 
Second  corps,  moved  forward  on  a  reconnois- 
Bance  in  force Jeaving  onr  intrenchraents  about 
three  p.  m.  This  move  was  intended  to  strike 
the  enemy  on  their  extreme  right  flank.  The 
country  through  which  the  move  was  made  is 
diversified  by  woods  and  fields,  and  so  much  of 
forest  that  it  was  quite  possible  so  to  move  as  to 
escape  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Ewell  moved  by  a  circuitous  route, 
striking  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers  at  a 
point  a  little  north  and  west  of  the  road  lead- 
ing fromjFredericksburgto  Spottsylvania  Court- 
house, and  about  eight  mile^  from  the  former 
place. 

About  five  p.  M.  our  skirmishers  came  upon 
the  enemy's  lino  of  skirmishers,  and  a  sharp  en- 
gagement ensued  between  them.  Our  column 
started  with  artillery,  but  owing  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  roads,  were  compelled  to  move  with- 
out it.  The  enemy,  ^^ing  the  action,  brought 
two  pieces  into  position.  The  force  of  the  enemy 
which  we  encountered  consisted  of  Hancock's 
Second,  a  part  of  the  Ninth,  and  some  of  the 
heavy  artillery  troops  under  Augur,  who  were 
brought  here  on  Sunday  last,  armed  as  infantry- 
men. Oiur  skirmishers  attacked  their  skirmish 
line  most  furiously,  and  drove  them  back  some 
half  a  mile,  when  we  came  in  contact  with  their 
immense  lines  of  battle^  and  we  were  compelled 
to  give  back,  they  assaulting  us.  Not  satisfied 
at  our  temporarily  giving  back,  the  enemy,  re- 
inforced by  a  second  line,  attempted  to  press, 
when  we  in  turn  repulsed  them  most  handsome- 
ly. After  this,  for  four  or  five  times,  they  as- 
saulted, with  great  noise,  our  line  of  skirmish- 
ers, bat  in  every  instance  were  successfully 
repelled. 

During  the  engagement,  which  lasted  from 
about  five  until  nine  o'clock,  our  skirmishers 
reached  the  main  road  running  from  Freder- 
icksburg to  Spottsylvania  Court-house.  On 
this  road  the  enemy's  train  was  moving.  Into 
it  our  skirmishers  dashed,  cutting  loose  some 
and  shooting  others  of  their  mules,  and  captur- 
ing a  quartermaster.  About  nine  o'clock  at 
night  the  fighting  ceased,  and  our  men  retired 
to  their  original  position  behind  the  intrench- 
ments,  with  a  loss  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  wounded,  some  thirty  killed,  and  some  few 
stragglers  who  were  "  gobbled  up"  by  the  enemy. 
We  captured  and  brought  oflf  about  a  hundred 

Erisoners,  who  represent  their  loss  quite  heavy, 
during  the  action,  Lieutenant-Geueral  Ewell's 
horse  was  shot  under  him.  The  Greneral  re- 
ceived a  severe  fall,  which  jarred  him  consid- 
erably. He  is  to-day,  however,  again  in  the 
saddle. 

The  object  of  this  move  is  said  to  have  been 
a  reconnoissance  in  force,  to  determine  the 
enemy's  position.  We  certainly  accomplished 
Tery  little,  while  we  lost  some  good  men,  among 


them  the  gaUant  Colonel  Boyd,  of  Daniels' North 
Carolina  brigade,  who  was  killed.  The  conduct 
of  most  of  the  troops  is  highly  commended,  es- 
pecially Pegram's  Virginia  brigade,  of  whom 
uenenU  Ewell  «poke  in  r^ard  to  their  buffing 
on  this  occasion  in  terms  of  most  exalted  praise^ 
Jones'  Virginia  and  the  Stonewall  brigade,  in 
Johnson's  division,  or  rather  the  remnants 
thereof,  are  said  not  to  have  done  so  well 

To-day  I  have  ridden  around  tiie  lines,  and 
there  is  a  quiet  most  profound.  The  pickets 
have  ceased  firing  at  each  other.  The  enemy's 
large  wagon-train  can  be  plainly  seen  parked 
in  front  of  the  Court-house.  Our  boys  are  **  gay 
and  happy,"  still  "  ripe  and  ready'*  to  meet'Uie 
foe.  Spottaylvania  Court-house,  the  hotel,  the 
jail,  and  the  few  private  buildings,  have  ad 
come  in  for  a  good  fihare  of  the  enemy's  shot 
and  shell,  which  were  poured  upon  that  part 
of  the  line  in  the  cannonading  on  Wednesday. 

Grant  seems  to  be  graduaUy  shifting  aroui^ 
to  our  right,  and  will  doubtless  await  reiDfarce> 
ments  before  renewing  the  fight. 

NATIONAL  AO0OUNT3. 

Moxxxr  Houai  mAk  GunraA*8  SzAmr,! 

A  hasty  despatch,  scrawled  upon  the  sward 
before  the  house  at  4>^  p.  m.,  and  sent  off  die 
moment  after,  has  announced  to  you  the  great 
march  of  the  day.  Look  at  the  map,  note  the 
relative  positions  of  Spottsylvania  Court-house 
and  of  Guinea  and  Bowling  Green,  and  the 
mind  can  at  once  perceive  t£e  wonderful  mili- 
tary genius  that  has  flanked  the  rebel  army,  and 
advanced  fsn  to  the  rear  of  its  position  in  the 
little  space  of  twenty-four  hours. 

At  daylight  tiiis  momins  no  one  not  m  tiie 
secret  of  headquarters  had  the  least  idea  of 
the  events  impending.  Our  lines  had  been 
curiously  and  suggestively  nm,  and  the  Second 
corps  was  lying  around  loose,  but  still  we  sup- 
posed a  puah  for  the  telegraph  road  to  be  the 
only  thing  on  the  programme.  Headquarters  of 
the  armies,  both  Grant's  and  Meade's,  were  astir 
at  an  early  hour,  and  the  trains  sent  off  to  ^e 
left,  and  the  boys,  used  to  it  by  this  time,  and 
admiring  the  immovable  tenacity  of  Grant, 
when  they  noticed  the  direction  taken,  said,  ap- 
provingly, **by  the  left  flank,  march."  Long 
after  their  trains  had  gone.  Grant  and  Meade, 
with  their  staff^  remained  on  the  old  ground, 
neither  of  them,  apparently,  with  any  greater 
care  on  his  mind  than  how  to  while  away  an 
hour  or  two.  At  last  Meade  rode  slowly  away, 
and  a  half  hour  after  Grant  followed  him.  Two 
miles  brought  him  to  tiie  Massaponax  Church,  on 
the  telegraph  road,where  Meade  was  found.  Here 
the  nature  of  the  events  transpiring  began  to 
appear  to  the  outside  minds.  It  was  known 
that  the  Second  corps  was  far  to  the  left,  and 
Bowling  Green  was  mentioned  as  its  prohable 
destination.  While  we  lay  at  the  church,  the 
transportation  of  the  Fifth  corps  b^an  moving 
past,  and  the  information  beine  positive  that 
Buinaide,  with  the  Ninth,  and  Wright,  with  the 
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Sixth  corpB,  would  be  in  position  to  the  left  of 
the  telegraph  road,  it  became  evident  that  the 
race  for  Richmond  had  commenced.  Again  the 
headquarters  train  was  started  off,  and  the 
Generals  remained  behind  chatting  leisurely 
under  the  shade  of  the  old  beeches.  I  rode  oiS* 
toward  the  middle  ojf  the  afternoon,  and  soon 
overtook  the  train  of  wagons,  and  enjoyed  the 
nnnBual  spectacle  of  a  headquarters  transporta- 
tion moTing  along  a  road  from  which  the 
cavabj  pickets  of  the  army  were  coming,  a 
circumstance  resulting  from  our  extremely 
lengthened  swing  around  the  flank  of  the  enemy. 
Nor  were  these  pickets  useless,  as  the  event 
proved.  Just  as  the  head  of  the  train  was  cross- 
ing the  railroad  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
Guinea,  up  tlie  valley  came  three  hundred  rebel 
horse.  It  was  a  gay  sight ;  a  wide,  magnificent 
open  valley,  devoid  of  fences,  and  in  full  view 
for  a  mile  came  the  rebels  to  seize  their  prey. 
They  counted  without  their  host  Major  Poe, 
with  three  hundred  cavalry,  started  to  meet 
them,  when  the  wary  rebels  stood  not  upon  the 
order  of  going,  but  went  at  once.  It  was  an  ex- 
citing chase,  but  the  rebels  gained  the  shelter  of 
thotunber  bordering  the  Mattapony  river,  when 
they  turned  and  stood  at  bay.  Here  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  brigade  of  the  rebels,  under 
Fits  Ungh  Lee,  was  defending  Guinea  bridge, 
over  the  Mattapony  river,  or  rather  endeavor- 
ing to  bum  it  Major  Poe  was  able  to  prevent 
Lee  from  doing  this,  but  was  not  competent  to 
draw  Lee  from  his  position.  At  this  juncture 
up  rode  Grant  and  Meade.  It  was  a  curious 
predicament  for  headquarters.  The  Second 
corps  was  seven  miles  away  from  the  front,  the 
head  of  the  Fifth  corps  was  still  four  miles  in 
the  rear,  and  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  behind  them 
yet,  and  there  was  a  brigade  of  rebel  horse 
within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  army  head- 
quarters. The  Provisional  brigade,  the  Sixty- 
eiehth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Penn- 
BTiTania  inlCantry  and  Third  Pennsylvania  cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Colonel  CoUis,  were  at  hand, 
and  proved  equal  to  the  emergency.  Colonel  CoD  is 
first  endeavored  to  charge  over  the  bridge,  but 
found  it  barricaded  on  the  further  side,  and  the 
planks  in  the  centre  taken  up ;  so  dividine  his 
lorce  and  wading  the  stream,  breast  deep, 
above  and  below,  drove  the  rebels  from  theur 
position,  and  to  Catlett*s  house,  a  mile  and  a 
oalf  beyond,  inflicting  sev.ere  losss  on  the  enemy. 
This  little  episode  was  scarcely  over,  and  head- 
quarters established  for  the  night,  when  just 
at  sundown  the  roar  of  artUlery  was  heard  far 
in  the  rear.  Its  full  import  and  particulars  have 
Dot  yet  reached  us ;  but  generally  it  is  known 
that  the  sturdy  Bumside  is  holding  a  post  of 
hooof  as  rear  guard,  and  making  vigorous  de- 
monstrations i^ainst  the  enemy.  At  this  hour, 
then,  the  position  is  thus :  Hancock  is  at  Bowl- 
ing Green ;  Warren  at  Oatlett's,  a  mile  beyond 
the  Mattapony.  and  two  miles  advanced  from 
here ;  the  Blxtn  corps  between  here  and  Bum- 
tide,  who  b  holding  our  extreme  recur,  on  ad- 
miiable  ground  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  right 


of  the  telegraph  road,  and  a  mile  southward 
of  Anderson's  nouse.  As  I  Write  everything  is 
quiet ;  the  trains  have  ceased  moving ;  the 
camp-fires  of  the  Fifth  corns  are  belting  the 
hills  beyond  the  valley  witn  a  wide  circle  of 
light  What  next?  Lee  cannot  fight  us  here, 
ms  next  chance  is  at  Hanover  Court-house,  on 
the  line  of  the  North  Anna,  which  has  always 
been  considered  formidable.  But  let  Lee  be- 
ware. It  is  now  diamond  cut  diamond.  Grant, 
aided  by  such  subalterns  as  Meade,  Hancock, 
and  Bumside,  has  been  more  than  his  match  so 
far,  and  will  be  to  the  end.  A  word  as  to  the 
country.  The  scenery  around  Guinea  is  beauti- 
ful. From  Motley's  house,  which  stands  on  an 
elevation  half  a  mile  from  the  station,  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Upper  Mattapony  is  as  a  map  un- 
rolled at  our  feet  Far  ofif  on  its  outskirts  is 
a  belt  of  timber  skirting  the  sluggish  Matta- 
pony, and  beyond  it  again  rises  Uie  circle  of 
hHls,  on  which  the  sturdy  boys  of  the  Fifth 
corps  lie  dreaming  of  home.  But  beyond  us 
is  another  kind  of  countrv;  and  unless  we 
tumble  against  the  indomitaole  Lee  this  side  of 
the  Nor^  Anna  we  will  reach  its  confines  to- 
morrow. The  low  flats  and  often  marshes  of 
the  slow  streams  emptying  in  the  ocean  on 
the  Virginia  coast  are  just  before  us,  and 
must  be  encountered;  but  what  of  it  The 
Mattapony  and  its  swamps  first,  and  the  Pam- 
unkey  and  its  morasses  next,  will  be  impassable 
defences  to  our  right  flank ;  and  there  is  deter- 
mination and  vim  enough  in  this  army  to  wade 
and  corduroy  through  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  ^ 
itself,  if  it  lies  on  the  road  to  Richmond. 

UariMT  Houn,  May  21 

The  headquarters  of  the  Ninth  corps  were 
established  here  at  daylight  The  corps  is  about 
leaving,  and  will  proceed  to-day  to  Bethel 
Church,  seven  miles  be  vend.  The  Sixth  corps 
is  now  passing  down  tne  road  in  the  direction 
taken  by  the  Fifth  corps  last  evening.  The 
affair  last  night,  indicated  by  the  cannonading, 
was  the  holding  in  check  of  the  enemy's  strong 
rear  guard  by  Bumside  and  Wright,  which  was 
handsomely  done.  From  all  present  indications 
we  will  have  no  battle  this  side  of  tiie  line 
of  the  North  Anna  river, 

BMkDqpjAMma  Skxmd  Gbm,  May  iS— 8  a.  x. 

Up  to  this  hour  all  is  quiet  Warren  has  . 
crossed  the  Po  river  at  Guinea's  bridge,  on  his 
way  to  form  connection  on  our  right  If  Lee 
has  not  already  &llen  back  from  Spottsylvania, 
we  shall  soon,  if  successful  in  completing  our 
lines,  be  in  a  position  to  cut  him  ofif  from  Rich- 
mond. This  corps  is  already  within  a  few  miles 
of  his  direct  line  toward  Hanover  Junction. 
We  can  cut  off  his  supplies  from  that  point  at 
pleasure,  and  compel  him  to  fight  us  on  ground 
of  our  own  selection.  It  is  just  possible,  how- 
ever, that  he  may  have  taken  the  alarm  yester* 
day  and  already  given  us  the  slip,  by  a  timely 
retreat  with  the  main  body  of  his  army* 
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After  three  weeks  of  marchiDg  and  fighting, 
here,  then,  is  the  Arinj  of  the  Potomac,  sixtpr 
miles  from  its  starting  point  north  of  the  Rapi- 
dan,  safely  planted  south  of  the  North  Anna 
river,  and  within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  ob- 
jective point  which,  for  three  years,  has  been 
the  goal  of  all  the  bloody  Ktraggles  of  this 
army.  The  hasty  despatches  which  alone  it  has 
been  possible  to  send  amid  the  turmoil  of  action 
have  acquainted  you  with  the  more  salient  facts 
at  least  m  our  later  movements,  and  I  shall  con- 
fine these  notes  to  the  record  of  the  operations 
of  tiie  past  two  or  three  days.  They  comprise 
the  strategic  operations  employed  .iB  turning 
the  fortified  lines  of  Spottsylvania  and  the 
tactical  operations  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  in 
crossing  me  North  Anna  river,  and  the  actions 
succeeding  the  passage.  Taken  together,  tiiey 
form,  perhaps,  the  most  substantial  successes  of 
the  campaign,  and  have  been  gained  with  a 
gratifyingly  small  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  experience  of  the  two  weeks  we  spent 
before  the  lines  of  Spottsylvania  brought  the 
conviction  that  that  position  could  not  be  earned 
save  by  an  expenditure  of  blood  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  results  of  any  possible  victory 
that  could  be  achieved  there.  To  have  been 
able  to  bring  on  a  decisive  engagement  thero 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  greatly  to  our 
advantage,  for  we  had  there  a  ^ont  of  opera- 
tions in  easy  distance  of  our  proximate  base, 
Fredericksburg,  while  the  enemy  was  at  a  long 
remove  from  his.  In  these  relations,  a  battle 
that  would  have  effectually  broken  Lee's  army 
would  have  placed  us  in  the  most  advantageous 
position  for  destroying  it  in  the  retreat  that 
would  have  followed.  I  think  it  was  with  some 
regret  that  General  Grant  was  eventually  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  hope  of  delivering  such  a 
battle.  Day  by  day  the  Commanding  denenJ 
continued  to  throw  out  toward  the  left,  with 
the  hope  of  overlapping  and  breaking  in  the 
rebel  right  wing ;  ana  from  occupying,  as  we  did 
at  first,  a  line  two  or  three  miles  north,  and, 
extending  five  or  six  miles  west  of  Spottsyl- 
vania Courtphous^,  we  finally  came  to  hold  a 
line  running  almost  due  east  from  that  point 
and  about  four  miles  in  extent,  our  left  resting 
at  Massaponax  Church.  But  just  in  proportion 
as  we  stretched  to  the  left,  Lee  extended  his 
right  to  conform  to  bur  line,  and  intrenched 
himself,  till  finally  he  came  to  have  a  front 
practically  impregnable.  Nothing,  in  fact,  can 
be  imagined  more  formidable  than  the  impro- 
vised works  which  each  army  has  learnt  to  con- 
struct, to  cover  itself  withal.  A  layer  of  stout  logs, 
breast  high,  forms  the  framework  on  which  a 
thick  parapet  of  earth  is  thrown  up ;  in  front 
of  this  line  the  timber  for  several  hundred  yards 
is  felled,  making  an  elaborately  interlaced  abat- 
tis.  Imagine,  one,  two  or  three  such  lines  along 
the  enemy's  front ;  plant  behind  each  a  line  of 
battle,  rake  the  obstructed  approaches  with  a 


lavish  supply  of  artillery,  and  place  in  frtmt  of 
aU  several  hues  of  rifle-pits,  and  von  will  form 
a  conception,  though  still  an  inad^uate  one,  of 
the  nature  of  the  task  imposed  upon  this  army 
when  it  is  proposed  to  *"  move  on  the  enemy's 
works."  I  et  in  several  instances,  as  tou  know, 
and  as  all  the  world  will  some  day  learn  with 
wonder,  the  illustrious  valor  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  has  plucked  victory  from  these 
jaws  of  hell,  and  bayoneted  an  unflinching  foe 
in  the  very  enceinU  of  his  citadel  Advices 
from  day  to  day  have  informed  yon  of  the  dif- 
ferent attempts  that  were  made  to  cany  the 
enemy's  lines,  successively  on  the  right,  the 
centre  and  the  left ;  of  ue  partial  successes 
achieved,  and  of  our  not  few  repulses.  Of  our 
successes,  the  most  complete  was  undoubtedly 
that  won  by  Qancock  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth  instant,  when  his  corps  struck  the 
famous  sahent  on  theri^ht  of  the  rebel  line,  and 
captured  nearly  the  entire  division  holding^  it 
Doubtless,  comd  we  have  known  in  advance 
precisely  what  the  upshot  of  that  attack  would 
be,  our  assailing  force,  instead  of  being  prepared 
merely  with  the  view  of  carrying  the  position, 
would  have  been  formed  so  as  to  push  the  suc- 
cess to  its  consequences,  and  the  whole  rebel 
army  might  then  and  there  have  been  doubled 
up,  routed  and  destroyed.  No  such  golden  op- 
portunity again  presented  itself,  and  after  seek- 
mg  it  in  blood-bought  reconnoissances  on  our 
light  and  centre,  and  after  a  sacrifice  of  some 
fifteen  thousand  killed  and  maimed  men  had 
attested  the  thoroughness  of  the  effort  to  secure 
a  decisive  victory,  me  head  of  the  army  resolved 
to  force  the  enemy's  abandonment  of  his  lines, 
with  the  determination  of  seeking  elsewhere 
the  arena  for  a  new  trial  of  battle. 

With  this  view,  it  was  needful,  first  of  aO, 
that  the  army  should  accumulate  such  supplies 
as  would  cdlow  it  to  cut  loose  from  its  old  base, 
and  enable  it  to  advance  far  enough  to  open  a 
new  and  more  accessible  one.  This  done,  it 
was  very  certain  that  by  simply  massing  on 
the  left  of  our  front  we  would  so  threaten  Lee's 
commimications  as  to  compel  him  to  evacuate 
his  fortified  line;  in  other  words,  we  would 
effect  a  turning  movement  on  the  rebel  right 
flank.  True  to  the  expectation,  when  the  rebels 
on  Friday  discovered  the  corps  of  Hancock, 
which,  the  day  before,  had  been  feeling  their 
extreme  left,  shifted  over  to  their  extreme  right, 
Lee  began  to  look  out  for  his  lines  of  retreat. 
On  Friday  night.  May  twenty,  Hancock  took  up 
his  march,  c^vanced  due  east  to  Massaponax 
Church,  there  diverged  on  one  of  the  main 
roads  leading  due  southward  from  Fredericks- 
burg, continued  on  during  the  night  and  the 
following  day,  and  on  Saturday  evening.  May 
twenty-fi-st,  occupied  Bowling  Qreen,  with  the 
bead  of  his  column  at  Milford,  distant  from  the 
point  of  starting  seventeen  miles.  He  met  no 
enemy.  ...  u 

On  tiie  very  same  night  in  which  Haocock 
started,  Lee  began  to  withdraw.  In  the  dead 
of  night  (one  o'clock  a.  M.  of  Friday-Saturday)^ 
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Ihe  rebel  reveWe  was  beard  to  beat,  and  tbe 
bead  of  LongBireet'e  column,  which  was  as- 
signed the  advance  in  the  retreat,  filed  south- 
ward. Here,  then,  begins  a  grand  race  of  tlie 
two  armies,  similar  to  fhat  Inej  ran  from  the 
Wilderness  to  Spottsylvania.  A  glance  at  the 
map  will  show  us  which  has  the  better  chance. 
It  will  be  observed,  if  the  examination  be  made 
with  an  adequate  topographical  map  in  hand, 
that  the  rebel  front  at  Spottsylvania  covers  tlie 
direct  and  best  route  leading  southward,  namely, 
the  telegraph  road,  with  ttie  roads  converging 
on  and  radiating  from  this  main  line.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a  necessity  of  the  proposed 
operation  that  we  should  bear  well  to  the  east- 
ward. It  is  a  recognized  maxim  that  the  party 
executing  a  flanking  movement  exposes  his 
own  flank.  Such  a  manoeuvre  in  face  of  a  vigi- 
lant and  vigorous  opponent  is  always  a  danger- 
ous one.  It  had,  therefore,  to  be  done  both 
cautiously  and  by  a  rotite  somewhat  circuitous. 
Lee,  as  we  know  by  experience,  is  both  vigilant 
and  vigorous.  The  former  quality  was  proved 
by  the  promptitude  with  which  he  met  the  ad- 
vance 01  our  flanking  column  by  a  corresponding 
movement  to  the  rear;  the  latter  was  made 
manifest  in  another  way  the  next  day. 

Hancock  (Second  corps),  as  we  have  seen, 
had  withdrawn  during  the  night  of  Friday. 
Warren,  (Fifth  corps),  set  out  early  on  Saturday 
morning,  following  lor  some  distance  over  the 
same  route  as  that  pursued  by  Hancock.  About 
the  same  time  Ewell's  corps  of  the  rebel  army 
appears  to  have  followed  Longstreet.  In  the 
meantime  our  old  position  near  Spottsylvania 
Court-house,  was  still  held  by  such  portions  of 
our  front  as  the  corps  of  Bumside  (Ninth)  and 
Wright  (Sixth)  covered.  At  four  p.  m.  of  Satur- 
day, Bumside,  who  held  position  on  the  left  of 
the  Sixth,  withdrew,  and  tne  remaining  force  of 
the  rebels  (Hill's  corps)  fancying  that  the  Sixth 
also  was  retiring,  left  the  works,  came  up  di- 
rectly in  Wright's  front  and  attacked.  They 
Bucceeded  in  breaking  his  skirmish  line  in  one 
place ;  but  Wright  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire 
upon  them,  which  checked  their  advance.  Hill 
committed  an  error  in  making  the  attack  in 
front,  for  had  he  crossed  the  river  a  little  above, 
he  would  have  struck  the  right  flank  of  the 
Sixth  corps,  uncovered  by  the  withdrawal  of 
Warren,  and  would  have  had  an  enfilading  fire 
on  Wright,  which  it  would  have  been  difiScult 
to  withstand.  In  addition  to  this  the  assault 
was  not  made  with  much  persistence,  and  was 
probably  designed  simply  to  d'^velop  our  actual 
force,  left.  During  the  night  Wright  withdrew ; 
HiU  did  the  same,  and  the  works  of  Spottsyl- 
vania ceased  to  be  the  objects  of  eitiier  attack 
or  defence.  They  remain  now  as  parts  of  the 
series  of  parallels  that,  from  the  Rapidan  up  to 
our  present  front,  stand  as  monuments  of  the 
most  desperate  campaign  in  history. 

The  two  armies  once  fairly  on  the  march,  their 
operations  belong  to  the  domain  of  strategy, 
which  deals  with  the  movements  of  armies  out 
of  sight  of  each  other.    Hie  first  obvious  goal 


is  the  North  Anna,  north  of  which  it  was  not 
deemed  at  all  probable  Lee  would  attempt  to 
make  a  stand.  From  the  first,  however,  it  was 
a  matter  of  certaintjr  that  the  enemy  would 
reach  it  in  advance  of  us,  for  having  possession 
of  the  telegraph  road,  he  moved  on  an  interior 
line.  On  Saturday  night  Hancock  bivouacked 
at  Milford.  The  Fifth  followed  the  Second  over 
the  same  road  until  striking  Guinea  station, 
when  it  diverged  to  the  right  (that  is  west- 
ward), crossed  the  Mattapony  at  Guinea  bridge, 
and  at  nine  p.  m.  bivouacked  near  the  Old 
Academy,  having  made  a  march  of  fifteen  miles. 
The  Ninth  and  Sixth  followed  over  the  same 
general  lines.  The  next  day,  Sunday,  the 
twenty-second,  the  march  was  resumed — Warren 
crossing  the  Ta,  and  striking  into  the  telegraph 
road,  down  which  the  rear  of  the  columns  of 
Longstreet  and  Ewell  had  a  short  time  before 
disappeared.  Here  he  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
enemy's  rear  guard  of  cavalry,  consisting  of 
Rosser's  brigade,  which  was  repulsed.  Hancock 
advancing  due  westward  from  Milford,  five 
miles,  struck  the  telegraph  road  at  Harris'  store. 
Sunday's  march  brought  our  army  forward  an 
additional  fourteen  miles,and  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  North  Arma. 

The  region  between  Spottsylvania  and  the 
North  Anna,  through  which  the  advance  of 
Saturday  ana  Sunday  carried  us,  is  both  fair  and 
fertile.  The  face  of  the  country  is  beautifully 
undulating,  nowhere  bold,  and  the  river  bottoms 
have  many  large  and  fine  plantations,  all  under 
cultivation.  It  was  virgin  ground  over  which 
we  marched,  showing  none  of  those  desolating 
traces  of  war  that  mark  all  Virginia  north  of  the 
Rapidan.  Here  are  fields  sprouting  wheat,  and 
growing  corn,  and  luxuriant  clover;  here  are 
lowing  herds,  and  the  perfume  of  blossoms  and 
the  song  of  summer  birds ;  here  are  homesteads 
of  the  Virginia  planter,  everything  on  a  large 
and  generous  scale,  and  great  ancestral  English 
elms,  dating  back  to  the  times  before  our  tore- 
fethers  learned  to  be  rebels.  Ck)ming  so  lately 
from  where  the  tread  of  armies  for  three  years 
has  made  the  country  bare  and  barren  as  a 
threshing  floor,  the  region  through  whi#i  we 
passed  seemed  a  very  Araby  the  Blest,  and  pre- 
sented such  a  transition  as  is  pictured  by  those 
who.  having  traversed  the  desert  Of  Lahore, 
suddenly  emerge  upon  the  smiling  vales  of 
Cashmere. 

Resuming  the  advance  on  Monday  morning, 
May  twenty-third,  a  march  of  a  few  hoiu^ 
brought  the  heads  of  our  columns  so  near  to  the 
North  Anna,  that  operations  passed  from  the 
domain  of  strategy  into  the  tactical  question  of 
effecting  the  passage  of  the  river,  always  a  deli- 
cate and  difficult  one  when  vigorously  resisted. 
And  that  it  would  be  so  resisted  was  natural  to 
suppose,  for  the  reason  that  if  the  enemy  pro- 
posed making  a  stand  on  the  South  Anna  he 
would  wish  to  ^in  all  the  time  possible,  in  order 
to  establish  himself  well  in  his  position,  and 
also  for  the  reason  that  the  North  Anna  covers 
the  Virginia  Central  ndhroad,  which  here  nsxa 
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in  the  general  direction  of  the  stream,  and  but 
from  one  to  three  miles  south  of  it  Even  if 
Lee  should  feel  that  he  would  eventually  be 
compeUed  to  sacrifice  this  import^t  line  of 
communications,  he  would  still,  it  was  reaspn- 
ablj  argued,  attempt  to  hold  it  till  all  the  rebel 
detachments  that  have  been  in  the  valley  should 
be  drawn  in.  In  this  anticipation  wa  were  not 
disappointed,  and  not  only  did  he  contest  the 
passage  but  he  made  one  of  his  fiercest  assaults, 
with  the  view  of  crushing  that  portion  of  our 
array  that  had  succeeded  m  crossing. 

The  lines  on  which  the  army  had  beep  ad- 
vancing brought  our  columns  to  the  Nordi  Anna 
near  the  point  at  which  the  Fredericksburg 
and  Richmond  railroad  crosses  that  stream. 
Hancock's  column,  which  had  the  left,  struck  it 
less  than  one  mile  to  the  west  of  the  railroad 
crossing.  Warren's  column,  which  had  the  right, 
struck  it  at  Jericho  Ford,  about  four  miles  higher 
up.  By  an  opposite  fortune  Warren  was  able 
to  effect  the  passage  without  any  resistance,  but 
jivas  savagely  assailed  on  the  other  side,  while 
Hancock  had  to  fight  on  the  north  side  for  a 
passage,  but  once  over,  has  thus  far  found  little 
to  bar  lus  progress. 

The  head  of  the  column  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
Griffin's  division  leading,  reached  the  North 
Anna  at  one  p.  m.,  on  Monday,  and  within  ten 
minutes  after  the  time  of  its  arrival  began  to 
cross.  The  river  at  this  point  is  fordable,  but 
has  a  very  rocky  bed,  with  precipitous  banks, 
and  the  men  had  to  wade  it  waist  deep.  The 
rebels  appear  not  to  have  expected  that  the 
passage  would  be  made  so  high  up  the  stream, 
and  hence  had  no  great  force  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  In  fact  they  had  no  time  to  bring  up 
much  force,  as  the  rear  of  Hill's  corps  was 
arriving  almost  at  the  same  time  with  the  head 
of  Warren's  column.  Immediately  on  crossing, 
Griffin's  division  was  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
the  Second  brigade  (Sweitzer's),  having  the  ad- 
vance, while  Ayres  took  position  on  his  left,  and 
Bartlett  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  centre  of  the 
line.  Cutler's  division  formed  on  the  right  of 
Griffin,  and  Crawford's  (Pennsylvania  Reserves), 
on  hi§  left  Moving  rapidly  up  across  an  open 
space  of  six  or  eight  hundred  yards.  Griffin  took 
position  in  the  woods,  where  a  heavy  skirmish 
line  was  SQon  met  At  first  the  only  rebel  troops 
in  the  neighborhood  consisted  of  McGt>wan's 
brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division  (Hill's  corps). 
Under  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Four- 
teenth South  Carolina.  But  he  was  presentiv 
reinforced  by  the  other  three  brigades  of  Wil- 
cox's divisioB — namely,  those  of  &ales,  Gordon 
and  Thomas ;  while  Heath's  division  joined  on 
to  the  right  of  Wilcox,  and  prisoners  say  that 
Breckinridge's  division  afterward  came  up. 

The  skirmish  line  which  was  all  our  advance 
at  first  met,  had  been  easily  driven  back,  and 
the  command  had  taken  up  its  position  in  the 
woods,  and  had  just  received  orders  to  intrench, 
the  first  preparations  for  which  it  was  just  tak- 
ing, when  Griffin's  division,  at  five  fifteen  p.  x., 
was  furiously  assailed  by  ihe  rebel  force  above 


enumerated,  which  suddenly  developed  in  tvo 
lines  of  battle,  with  a  heavy  skinmsh  line  in 
front  Volley  after  voUey,  fierce  and  sharp,  was 
poured  in,  and  the  enemy  opened  from  three 
batteries  a  very  heavy  cannonade..  Griffin's 
division,  however,  without  works,  succeesfollT 
resisted  the  attack,  and  repulsed  it  with  great 
slaughter.  Our  men,  in  (act,  served  them  with 
the  same  treatment  they  had  themttdves 
received  in  the  numerous  attacks  they  had  been 
compelled  to  make,  and  illustrated  afresh  the 
enormous  advantage  the  defensive  has  in  sndia 
country  as  this :  uiat  is,  they  lay  low,  covered 
themselves  well,  allowed  the  rebels  to  approadi 
and  when  the  whites  of  their  eyes  were  visible, 
raked  their  line  with  a  withering  voUey.  Find- 
ing that  he  was  gaining  nothing  and  losing  very 
heavily,  it  appears  that  the  rebel  commander, 
while  contlnmng  to  hold  three  of  his  brigades 
on  Griffin's  front,  detached  Colonel  Brown's 
South  Carolina  brigade  to  effect  a  detoor  and 
make  an  assault  in  flank.  The  mode  in  which 
he  made  this  I  have  from  Colonel  Brown  him- 
self, who,  not  half  an  hour  afterwsurd,  was  a  pris- 
oner in  our  hands.  Marching  by  c(dumn  np 
the  railroad  for  some  distance,  he  wheeled  bj 
right  into  line  of  battle,  and  fell  upon  Cafier, 
who,  as  we  have  seen,  was  formed  on  the  right 
of  Griffin.  Cutler's  division  had  not  yet  gotten 
into  position  when  Brown  attacked  with  mnch 
vigor :  its  left  gave  way,  and  the  whole  com- 
mand was  considerably  broken  and  thrown  into 
much  confusion.  Thus,  of  course,  uncovered 
the  right  of  Griffin's  Hue,  held,  as  we  have  seen, 
by  Ayer's  brigade,  and  exposed  him  to  immi- 
nent danger  of  having  his  flank  turned.  To 
avoid  this  the  right  was  refused  somewhat,  and 
General  Griffin  threw  forward  three  regiments 
of  Bartlett's  brigade,  which  arrived  just  in  time 
to  save  the  exposed  flank  from  being  turned, 
and  reestablished  the  line.  In  the  execution  of 
this  manoeuvre,  occurred  one  of  those  odd  r»i- 
counters  which  occasionally  happen  in  the  com- 
plicated actions  of  battle.  One  of  Bartlett's 
regiments,  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Lien- 
tenant^loncl  McCoy  commanding,  in  marching 
up  by  the  flank  (that  is,  in  column,  not  in  line 
of  battle),  ran  plump  against  Brown's  line,  which 
was  moving  to  follow  up  its  success  against 
our  right  It  was  one  of  those  critical  situa- 
tions which  a  moment  will  decide,  the  decision, 
in  fact,  depending  on  who  should  eain  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  first  volley.  Rapid  as  a  flash 
McCoy  flung  his  forward  companies  into  line, 
and  got  the  first  fire.  One  of  McCoy's  men 
seized  the  rebel  commander  b^  the  collar  and 
dragged  him  in ;  the  Eiffhtv-third  poured  in  a 
volley  on  the  enemy's  fljEuik  and  rear,  and  the 
whole  rebel  brigade  made  off  in  disorder.  The 
repulse  of  the  rebels  was  most  complete,  and 
during  the  engagement  and  the  following  mom- 
ine,  not  less  than  one  thousand  prisoners  were 
taken.  In  addition  to  this  the  rebel  leas  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  very  heavy,  thoogh  its 
precise  extent  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  du- 
ring the  night  the  enemy  made  a  forcible  attack 
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upon  our  pickets,  and  under  cover  of  this  sno- 
ceeded  in  carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded. 
Our  own  loss  was  inconsiderable :  GrifiBn's  di- 
Tision,  which  bore  the  brunt  of  the  attack,  may 
have  lost  two  hundred ;  Cutler  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  while  the  loss  of  Crawford's 
division,  which  held  the  left,  and  whose  skir- 
mish line  alone  was  engaged,  was  but  trifling. 
All  things  considered  this  mav  justly  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  detached  en- 
gagements of  the  campaign;  and  taking  into 
account  the  very  important  results  hanging 
upon  it,  it  fully  merits  the  praise  accorded  to  it 
by  the  Commanding  General  in  a  despatch  sent 
to  General  Warren  immediately  after  the  action, 
in  which  General  Meade  ''congratulated  him 
and  his  gallant  corps  upon  the  handsome  man- 
ner in  which  the  enemy's  attack  was  repulsed." 
Although  the  Commanding  General  extends 
praise  to  the  whole  corps,  the  other  divisions 
will  willingly  acknowledge  that  it  belongs 
more  particularly  to  the  First  division 
(Griflfin's),  which  received  and  repulsed  the 
main  attack  of  the  enemy.  Especisu  credit  is 
doe  to  ^e  Second  brigade  of  this  division,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Sweitzer,  though  equal 
eulogy  is  claimed  by  the  brigade  of  Bartlett, 
which  so  promptly  checkmated  the  flanking  man- 
CBUvre  of  Brown. 

Passing  now  from  the  position  of  Warren,  on 
flie  right,  to  that  of  Hancock,  on  the  left,  we 
find  his  corps  engaged  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Fifth,  tiioqgh  unlike  Warren,  who  passed  the 
river  unopposed,  he  had  to  carry  his  crossing 
against  severe  opposition.  Am  I  have  already 
mentioned,  Hancock's  point  of  passage  was  the 
Cbesterfied  or  county  bridge,  half  a  mile  above 
&e  railroad  bridge.  Here  the  rebels  had  a 
strong  position  and  a  tete-de-pont,  which  had  to 
be  taken  before  the  passage  could  be  effected. 
Six  or  eight  hundred  yards  north  of  the  Anna  is 
Long  creek,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  river, 
and  empties  into  it  east  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
The  two  streams,  therefore,  form  a  species  of 
island,  and  here  the  rebels  bad  a  prepared 
nosition  to  oppose  any  crossing.  Near  the 
Diidge-head  is  an  extended  redan,  with  a  wet 
ditch  in  front,  the  gorge  swept  by  rifle-pits  in 
the  rear.  On  the  opposite,  or  southern  bank  of 
the  river,  is  a  similar  work  and  other  rifle-pits, 
while  Ihe  southern  bank  commands  the 
northern,  and  was  swept  by  rebel  artillerv. 
These  works  were  built  a  vear  ago,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  ChancellorsviSe.  The  island 
is  a  perfectly  flat  and  bare  plain,  and  across  this 
it  was  necessary  to  advance  in  order  to  carry 
tiie  bridge.  The  position  was  held  by  McLaws* 
division  of  Longstreet's  corps. 

To  General  Birney's  division  of  Hancock's 
corps  was  assigned  the  gloriously  perilous  task 
of  carrying  it  On  the  left  was  the  brigade  of 
Oolonel  Egan  ;  on  his  right  Pierce's  brigsule,  and 
General  Motf  s  brigade  on  the  right  of  Pierce. 
The  Fourth  brigade  (the  Excelsior,  commanded 
bv  Colonel  Blaisdell,  of  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts), came  up  partly  in  rear,  its  left  to  the 


right  of  the  redan.  To  cover  the  assault,  three  sec- 
tions of  artillery  were  put  in  •  position,  and  re- 
plied to  the  artUlery  fire  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
left  of  Birney's  division  was  Barlow's  division, 
the  left  of  which  connected  with  the  right  of 
Gibbon's  division,  while  Tyler's  heavy  aHillery 
division  was  held  in  reserve. 

An  hour  before  sundown  ^f  Monday,  the  as- 
sault was  begun  and  most  brilliantly  executed 
by  Birney's  command,  which  swept  across  the 
open  space  at  double-quick,  under  a  storm  of 
artillery  and  volleys  of  musketry.  Two  regi- 
ments of  the  Excelsior  brigade  (the  Seventy- 
first  and  Seventy-second  New  York),  first 
reached  the  redan,  the  garrison  of  which  ran 
precipitately  as  the  menacing  line  of  fixed 
bayonets  came  sweeping  along.  Making  foot- 
hold in  the  parapet  withitheir  muskets,  the  brave 
fellows  clambered  up  and  simultaneously  piaut- 
ed  their  colors  on  the  rebel  stronghold. 

Thirty  rebels,  unable  to  get  away  in  time, 
were  captured  in  the .  ditch.  The  total  loss  in 
this  brilliant  exploit — the  very  rapidity  and 
daring  of  which  astonished  and  paralyzed  the 
rebel?— did  not  exceed  a  hundred  men,  and 
secured  us  the  possession  of  the  bridge,  across 
which  a  portion  of  Hancock's  corps  immediately 
crossed,  and  held  the  bridge-head  during  the 
night 

The  work  of  Monday,  therefore,  had  secured 
us  the  passage  of  the  North  Anna  at  two 
different  points,  and  night  found  the  whole  of 
the  Fifth  corps  crossed  at  Jericho  ford,  and  a 

Eortion  of  the  Second  corps  across  at  Chester- 
eld  bridge.  Yesterday,  Tuesday,  twenty- 
fourth,  was  mainly  employed  in  passing  over 
the  rest  of  the  army  and  pushing  out  our  lines 
and  securing  our  position. 

That  hela  by  General  Warren  was  happily 
one  of  great  strength — ^being  a  point  at  which 
the  Anna  makes  a  bend  in  the  form  of  a  horse- 
shoe, thus  affording  a  secure  point  (V  appui  for 
both  flanks.  Early  yesterday  the  whole  of  the 
Sixth  corps  (Wright  s)  filed  over  at  this  point, 
took  position  In  rear  of  the  Fifth,  and  a  portion 
of  it  in  the  afternoon  relieved  part  of  Warren's 
front  ^ancock,  on  his  front,  was  not  able  to 
make  flbh  rapid  progress.  Noon  found  only 
such  pOTtions  of  the  command  as  had  forced  the 
passage  the  previous  night  across  the  river. 
The  rebels  still  held  the  works,  rifle-pits  and 
commanding  heights  on  the  southern  bank.  In 
the  afternoon,  however,  Crawford's  division  of 
Warren's  corps  extended  to  the  left,  to  make  a 
diversion  in  his  favor,  engaged  the  enemy,  and 
enabled  the  whole  of  Birney's  division  to  pass 
over.  The  remainder  of  the  Second  corps 
speedily  followed.  Meanwhile  Bumside's  corps 
still  remained  on  tiie  north  bank  of  the  river ; 
but  the  operations  of  yesterday  afternoon  hav- 
ing swept  the  rebels  from  our  whole  front,  the 
Ninth  corps  was  able  this  morning  to  make  the 
passage  at  Oxford,  midway  between  the  points 
of  crossing  of  Hancock  and  Warren.  During 
Monday  night  Hancock's  left  extended  to  the 
ndhroad  bridge,  we  holding  the  northern  end 
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and  the  enemy  the  southern.  The  rebels,  how- 
ever, had  prepared  it  for  burning,  and  during 
the  night  it  was  set  fire  to  and  destroyed.  This 
is  no  loss,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  present  in- 
tention to  use  the  Fredericksburg  and  Rich- 
mond railroad — Port  Royal,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock, having  been  to-day  opened  as  a  new  base. 
The  water  transportation  of  the  army  is  now 
all  there,  and  a  long  train,  with  our  wounded 
was  this  morning  sent  across  under  escort  to 
that  point 

This  morning  finds  our  advance  pushed  out 
three  miles  south  of  the  North  Anna,  and  across 
the  Virginia  Central  railroad,  which  has  been 
effectually  destroyed.  No  engagement  has,  up 
to  this  hoiur,  taken  place.  The  main  body  of  the 
rebels  appear  to  have  drawn  back  to  the  Soi^th 
Anna,  wnich  is  a  line  they  have  long  been  pre- 
paring, and  mean  to  defend  to  the  last  Their 
advance  line  rests  along  Long  creek,  one  mile 
north  of  the  South  Anna.  General  Grant's 
plans>  with  reference  to  this  position,  have  not 
yet  been  developed,  and  though  a  study  of  the 
ground  affords  an  anticipation  of  the  nature  of 
the  operation  that  will  next  be  made,  I  refrain, 
as  yet,  from  recording  even  speculations. 

The  heat,  during  the  past  four  daprs  of  march- 
ing and  fighting,  has  been  excessive,  and  the 
work  has  been  a  most  severe  strain  on  the 
physical  tmd  moral  powers  of  men  and  officers ; 
but  there  is  nothing  which  buoys  an  army  up 
like  success,  and  the  determination  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  abates  not  a  jot  or  a  tittle  of 
the  purpose  with  which  it  set  out  I  need  not 
say  that  purpose  is  the  capture  of  the  rebel 
capital  and  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  army. 

OoncEAL  OiuvT's  HBADQumrian,  1 

NiAX  HiaoTBBXowv,  Soaxa  Eunc  or  m  PAicuinBr  V 

llayl9,7r.x.  J 

The  flanking  movement  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  from  the  south  bank  of  the  North  Anna 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Pamunkey,  accomplished 
by  daybreak  this  morning,  deserves  to  be  called 
the  most  remarkable  and  creditable  performance 
of  this  campaign.  The  following  embodies  a 
concise  narrative  of  the  details  of  Thursday  and 
Friday. 

Not  having  dearly  established  whether  the 
whole  or  only  a  part  of  Lee's  army  confronted 
us  south  of  the  North  Anna,  and  it  being  pos- 
sible that  a  portion  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
for  the  south  bank  of  the  Pamuiikey,  in  antici- 
pation of  another  flanking  movement  by  our 
forces,  it  was  deemed  necessarr  to  march  a  suf- 
ficiently strong  body  from  the  North  Anna  with 
the  utmost  rapidity  down  its  left  bank,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing  the  upper  crossings  of  the 
ramunkey,  and  thus  securing  us  the  means  of 
another  direct  advance  on  Richmond. 

For  this  important  duty  the  First  and  Second 
divisions  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  General 
Sheridan  himself,  together  with  tiie  First  divi- 
sion of  the  Sixth  corps,  commanded  by  General 
Russell,  were  selected.  The  latter  was  quickly 
-withdrawn  from  its  position  on  the  right  of  our 


line,  south  of  the  Nor&  Anna,  and  leeroised  ihs 
river  at  Jericho  ford  in  tiie  afternoon  of  ^ 
twenty-seventh.  It  took  up  tfa«  line  of  narok« 
immediately  followed  by  the  cavdiy  and  a  poi^ 
toon  train. 

The  Column  marched  oontinnally,  save  sfaoii 
intervals  of  rest,  making  about  thirfy-five  mim, 
and  the  cavalry,  which  passed  to  the  head  dar- 
ing the  night,  reached  Hanover  feny  at  day- 
break on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth. 

About  one  hundred  rebel  cavalry  were  found 
guarding  the  ford.  Our  cavalry  at  once  dashed 
across,  chasing  them  over  the  bottom,  and  i^ 
the  hills  bordering  it  A  whole  mounted  brig- 
ade of  the  enemy  was  encamped  on  the  latter, 
and  fell  back  precipitately  b^ore  our  cavalry 
could  come  up  with  it  We  c^tured  a  £»w 
prisoners. 

Russell's  division  was  across  by  nine  i.  k, 
and  intrenched  itself  on  the  hills. 

Meantime  the  main  body  of  the  army  had  sbo 
recrossed  the  North  Anna,  and  was  marching 
0T6r  the  road  toward  the  Pamunkey.  Afl  the 
corps  had  orders  to  recross  after  nightfall  kav* 
ing  our  pickets  in  front  of  the  line  untU  mid- 
night 

The  three  brigades  of  Chittenden's  divisioii, 
commanded  by  General  Leslie  and  Colonels 
Marshall  and  Kobinson,  were  ordered  to  take  a 
stand  on  the  north  bank  at  Oxford,  Quarles.and 
Jericho  fords,  respectively,  and  hold  them  ontii 
our  pickets  came  on  and  take  up  and  destroy 
the  bridges.    This  they  did  successfully. 

It  was  a  dark  and  rainy  night,  but  no  con- 
fusion prevailed,  nevertheless,  and  at  midnight 
all  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  the  headquarters 
trains  were  across.  The  pickets  were  then 
called  in,  but  in  the  darkness  some  lost  their 
way  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en^ny. 

The  Fifth  and  Sixth  corps,  immediately  afler 
crossing,  pushed  on  upon  their  line  of  march. 
The  Second,  which  was  to  follow  the  route  of 
the  Sixth,  and  the  Ninth,  which  was  to  mardi 
after  the  Second,  did  not  leave  the  banks  of  the 
river  until  daylight,  owing  to  the  delay  in  get- 
ting the  trains  of  the  preceding  oorps  into  the 
roe^ 

The  enemy's  pickets  had  discovered  ftewith^ 
drawal  of  ours,  and  followed  them  to  the  south 
bank,  and  fired  across  at  Orittenden's  divi> 
sion  and  Hancock's  corps,  killing  and  wonndhig 
several  of  our  men.  Generals  Grant's  and 
Meade's  headauarters  trains  also  received  a 
volley  before  taey  oonld  be  moved  o£ 

Our  line  of  march  ran  northwardly  for  soms 
miles  over  the  roads  the  army  had  moved  on 
in  its  nuurdh  from  Spotmylvanta  Gourthonse, 
the  eastwardly  and  south-eastwardly.  The  two 
columns  composed  respectively  of  the  Sixth  and 
Sooond,  and  tiie  Fifth  «nd  Ninth  corps,  moved 
on  almost  parallel  roads.  The  third  division  of 
cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  covered  the  rear 
and  trains.  The  heads  of  the  two  columns 
bivouacked  on  Friday  night  about  ten  miles 
from  tiie  P^unimkey. 

Great  trouble  had  been  (oopd  in  laying  out 
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ii«  liaee  of  roarcfa^  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  iiitelltgible  infonnatioa  ae  to  the  roods 
end  croMiDge  in  this  comparativelj  unknown 
region.  It  was  at  firat  determined  to  iiake  the 
passage  of  the  Pamunkey  with  the  Sixth  and 
6ec<wd  corps  at  Hanover,  and  the  Fifth  and 
Ninth  at  Newcastle  ferries,  bat  engineer  offioers 
accompanying  General  Sheridan,  reported  two 
rood  crossings  a  short  distance  above  and  be- 
bw  Hanovertown,  and  the  orders  of  march 
were  accordingly  modified,  and  double  pontoon 
hridges  were  thrown  across  at  Hanovertown, 
and  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Second  corps  passed 
over  them  in  the  course  of  yesterday.  The 
Ninth  did  not  get  across  until  early  thui  mom- 

The  first  mentioned  corps  were  immediately 
pot  in  position  as  they  got  over  on  the  range  of 
hills  almost  east  and  west,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river,  and  intrenched  themselves.  As 
■con  as  the  Ninth  corps  was  over,  an  advance 
of  the  whole  line  was  ordered.  It  was  pushed 
forward  about  three  miles  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  two  roads  running  in  a  south-eastwardly 
direction,  one  via  Meadow  bridge,  and  the 
other  through  Mechanics ville  toward  Rich- 
mond. It  rests  to-night  within  twelve  miles  of 
the  rebel  capital. 

Wilson's  division  of  cavalry  protects  our 
right  flank,  covering  the  roads  toward  Hanover 
Court-bouse,  and  Torbert's  and  €hregg*s  our  left, 
covering  the  roads  from  Richmond  east  of  Tolo- 
potiHny  creek.  The  trains  are  all  safely  parked 
on  both  banks  of  the  Pamunkey. 

The  mo  Yemen  t  from  the  North  Anna  to  the 
Ptounkey  occnpied  only  about  forty  hours.  In 
that  time  the  army  marched  a  distance  of  nearly 
forty  miles,  over  good  but  dusty  and  unknown 
roads,  effected  the  passage  of  two  large  rivers, 
and  was  brought  within  an  easy  day's  march  of 
Radimond.  Of  all  our  immense  transportation 
not  a  wagon  was  lost  Of  men,  only  the  pickets 
already  alluded  to  were  lost-Hi  few  stragglers 
who  were  captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  weather  on  Friday  and  yesterday  was 
very  warm,  and  men  and  animals  became  very 
weary.  The  comparative  rest  of  tonday,  how- 
ever, hmm  refrediea  them  both. 

Headquarters  remain  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Punonkey  for  to-night 

Prisoners  and  contrabands  brought  in  to-day 
render  it  certain  that  Lee's  whole  army  left  the 
South  Anna  during  Friday,  and  marched  via 
Hanover  Court-house  again  to  our  front,  and 
took  op  a  position  north  of  the  Ghickahominy, 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  MeohanicsTiUe  road. 
Officers  lamih'ar  with  the  ground  claim  that  he 
wiO  be  able  to  form  a  very  strong  defensive  line 
in  that  locality.  No  signs  of  the  enemy  i^ 
peered  in  our  front  to-day^ 

The  encounter  of  our  cavabr  with  Fits  Hugh 
Lee's  and  Hampton's  commands  on  Friday  after- 
noon was  most  creditable  to  our  arras.  On  our 
uAb  the  tiiree  brigades  of  Gregg's  division  and 
Merritt's  brieade  of  Torbert's  oiyision  and  two 
h^  baitenes  were  engaged.    The  fight  oc- 


curred on  the  ground  held  by  our  main  line  to- 
day, and  the  right  and  left  of  the  Hanovertown 
and  Richmond  road. 

The  enemy,  it  seems,  were  fighting  to  retain 
possession  of  a  cross-road  about  half  a  mile  be- 
yond, leading  to  the  Hanover  Court-house  and 
Richmond  road,  over  which  it  is  now  known  that 
the  rear  of  Lee's  army  was  moving  at  the  time  of 
the  engagement  'The  enemy  were  posted  in 
thick  woods  bordering  on  an  open  field,  and  for- 
tified on  their  right  by  a  swamp. 

Qregg*s  bri^de  dismountea,  formed  in  Hne, 
and  attacked  them  on  the  front,  covered  by  the 
fire  of  our  batteries,  but  they  were  found  so 
well  cov^ed  by  the  woods  and  swamp  that  they 
could  not  be  dislodged  until  Merritt's  brigade 
was  sent  to  flank  them  on  their  left,  when  they 
beat  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  Fits  Hogh 
Lee's  headquarters  tents  and  nearly  two  hun- 
dred killed  and  one  hundred  wounded,  besides 
fifty  prisoners,  in  our  hands.  Our  own  loss  will 
be  about  four  hundred,  including  about  forty 
killed. 

QxKXKAL  Gbamt's  Hijldqvabteba,  Mat  8a    ' 

A  further  advance  and  simultaneous  charge  to 
the  left  of  the  lines  has  taken  place  in  the  course 
of  today.  During  the  movements  of  to-day 
there  was  considerable  infantry  skirmishing, 
with  artillery  firing  at  intervals,  but  no  serious 
collision  till  about  half-past  five  o'clock  p.  m. 
At  that  hour  Crawford's  division  of  Warren's 
corps  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  strong  rebel 
force,  appearing  on  and  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  Mecnanicsville  road,  and  was  forced  back 
for  some  distance. 

As  subsequently  established  by  the  state- 
ments of  rebel  prisoners,  a  reconnoissance  in 
force,  consisting  of  Rhodes'  division  of  Ewell's 
corps  and  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  had  start- 
ed early  in  the  afternoon  from  the  rebel  right, 
east  of  Mechanicsvile,  for  the  purpose  of  feel- 
ing our  position.  It  was  this  force  that  fell  upon 
Crawford's  division. 

As  soon  as  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in 
force  on  his  left  was  discoved  by  General  War- 
ren, he  sent  supports  of  infantry  and  cavalry  to 
the  threatened  part  of  his  line,  which  arrived  in 
time  to  prevent  it  from  being  turned  by  the 
enemy.  A  severe  engagement  ensued,  lasting 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  The  artillery 
firing  was  very  heavy,  as  many  as  seventy  dis- 
charges taking  place  in  one  minute. 

Just  about  sunset  the  enemy  was  driven  back, 
leaving  part  of  their  dead  and  wounded  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands.  Warren's 
line  is  re-es&blished  at  this  hour  in  the  posi- 
tion ft  held  at  noon.    Our  loss  was  slight 

The  cavalry,  forming  part  of  the  rebel  recon- 
noissance, advanced  £om  Mechanicsville  over 
another  road,  running  toward  the  Pamunkey, 
about  two  miles  to  the  east  of  the  route,  follow- 
ed by  their  infemtry.  They  advanced  to  within 
two  miles  of  the  Pamunkey,  to  a  point  known 
as  Old  Cburoh  Tavern  cross-roads,  which  was 
held  by  Torbert's  division  of  our  cavalry. 
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They  drovo  in  our  pickets,  and  Attacked  the 
main  line  formed  in  the  meantime,  but  yielded 
to  the  first  charge  made  by  Torbert's  men.  They 
were  driven  back  in  confusion,  and  pursued  two 
miles  to  the  vicinihr  of  Ck>ld  Harbor.  The  enemy 
left  their  killed  and  wounded,  to  the  number  of 
about  one  hundred,  on  the  field.  Our  loss  was 
two  officers  killed  and  three  wounded,  five  men 
killed  and  sixty-eight  wounded.  Lieutenants  An- 
gler and  Martin,  of  the  Seventeenth  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  the  officers  killed. 

As  Bdon  as  General  Meade  was  apprised  of 
the  attempt  of  the  enemy  on  Warren's  left,  he 
ordered  a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line 
west  of  the  Tolopotomy  to  be  made  for  its  re- 
lief, but  it  being  nearly  dark,  only  General  Han- 
cock, whose  headquarters  were  nearest,  received 
the  order  in  time  to  execute  it  He  drove  the 
enemy's  pickets  and  outposts  away,  and  took 
and  still  holds  their  rifle-pits.  He  captured  about 
one  hundred  prisoners. 

May  31. — ^At  midnight  the  enemy  attempted 
to  surprise  Hancock's  corps  in  the  position  in 
advance  of  our  line,  which  it  took  laist  evening 
and  held  during  the  night  They  were  repulsea 
with  great  slaughter,  leaving  five  hundrea  pris- 
oners in  our  hands. 

During  the  night  it  was  determined  to  advance 
the  remainder  of  the  line  so  as  to  bring  it  up 
with  Hancock's  left  and  right  This  movement 
commenced  about  six  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
brought  on  heavy  skirmishing  along  the*  entire 
front  The  artillery  has  been  at  work  at  dififer- 
ent  points  of  the  line  during  the  last  hour. 
The  enemy's  outposts  are  evidently  making 
strong  resistance  to  our  advance,  but,  as  yet,there 
are  no  indications  that  it  will  bring  on  a  general 
engagement 

It  IS  positively  known  that  Lee's  army  holds 
a  naturally  strong  position,  constantly  improved 
by  steadv  work  with  picks  and  shovels  during 
the  last  few  days,  on  tbe  hills  skirting  the  north 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy.  We  are  threaten- 
ing his  right,  but  there  are,  as  yet,  no  indica- 
tions of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  tiie 
enemy  of  abandoning  their  present  line  and  fall- 
ing back  to  another  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahominy.  On  the  contrary,  they  show  as 
much  readiness  to  act  on  the  offensive  as  they 
did  in  front  of  Spottsylvania  Court-house  and  on 
the  North  Anna.  They  may  precipitate  a  gen- 
eral action  at  any  moment  It  is  certain  that 
Breckinridge's  forces  are  with  Lee,  and  prison- 
ers say  that  Beauregard's  are  joining  him. 

I«  ram  Fibld,  mus  BUiioTnaowif,  Va.  v 
TuwDiAT,  Btaj  8L    j 

By  one  of  those  odd  coincidences,  of  which 
the  history  of  the  Virginia  campaigns  is  so  full, 
(General  Grant's  headquarters  are  this  morning 
at  the  very  point  which  formed  the  extreme 
right  vring  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the 
Peninsular  campaign  two  years  ago.  Hawes' 
Shop,  near  whicn  we  now  are,  four  or  five  miles 
Bouth-west  of  Hanover  Court-house,  was  then 


occupied  br  the  Fifth  Regular  cavafay,  as  tn 
outpost,  and  it  was  here,  just  two  years  ago, 
that  Stuart,  moving  from  Hanover  Courthouse, 
to  make  a  raid  around  McClellan's  lines,  struck 
our  right  flank. 

Draw  a  line  of  five  or  six  miles  in  leng^ 
from  the  Pamunkey  near  Hanover  Conrt-house, 
where  our  right  now  rests,  almost  due  south  to 
the  Tolopotomy  creek,  three  miles  south  d 
Hanovertown,  and  you  will  have  our  line  of  battie 
as  it  now  stands.  Five  miles  west  of  our  line 
runs  the  famous  stream  Chickahominy.  Aloqg 
that  river  in  firont  of,  and  covering  the  Tir- 
ginia  Central  railroad,  from  Atlee's  station  to 
Shady  Grove,  five  miles  north  of  Richmond,  the 
rebel  front  is  formed,  midway  in  the  intonl 
that  divides  these  two  points.  The  skirmish 
lines  of  the  two  armies  meet,  and  to  our  eirs 
the  morning  air  brings  the  crackle  of  musketiy, 
like  the  sputtering  of  a  caldron,  while  now  and 
then  comes  the  boom  of  guns,  whose  rev^berft- 
tions  are  easilv  heard  in  the  ca{ntai  of  rebelHon. 

Gaines'  Mill  and  Mechanicsville  are  within 
an  hour's  ride.  Fair  Oaks  you  can  readi  in  a 
two  hours'  stroll.  Richmond  is  ten  mOeaoff. 
It  is  there  that  history  repeats  itself.  The 
present  position  of  this  army  is  the  result  of 
that  fine  turning  movement,  which,  commencing 
on  Thursday  last,  in  two  days  planted  our  corps 
across  the  Pamunkey  river,  rendered  uselen  ^e 
elaborate  rebel  defences  of  the  South  Anna,  and 
secured  us  communication  with  York  river,  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  ample  resources  which 
those  waters  float . 

It  appears  to  be  conceived  that  this  move- 
ment IS  understood  to  be  a  following  up  of  the 
enemy,  who  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  hack 
from  his  lines  between  the  North  and  Sonth 
Anna,  a  conception  which  does  injustice  to  the 
generalship  of  our  commander.  It  was  not  Lee 
but  Grant  who  took  the  initiative,  Lee  wonid 
gladly  have  remained  in  his  line  along  the  Sooth 
Anna,  and  would  willingly  have'  awaited  batfle 
there,  but  was  forced  out  of  his  cherished  po- 
sition, just  as  he  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the 
lines  of  Spottsylvania,  by  an  offensive  move- 
ment, threatening  his  communications,  a  move- 
ment bold  in  conception  and  masterly  in  execu- 
tion. There  are,  says  the  Archduke  Charles, 
battles  which  are  already  won  by  the  mere  di- 
rection of  the  strategy  of  advance.  In  a  like 
sense  it  can  fairly  be  claimed  that  by  a  conple 
of  days'  marching  this  army  has  gained  a  vio- 
tory  more  substantial  than  a  week's  hard 
pounding  could  in  the  situation  have  won,  and 
that  we  are  entitled  to  regard  this  great  flank 
manoeuvre,  as  confirmed  by  the  tone  of  mingled 
mortification  and  braggadocio  in  which  the 
Richmond  press  treats  it  *'  Grant,"  says  the 
Examiner  of  Saturday,  the  twenty-eighth, "  has 
definitely  declined  battle  at  Hanover  Junction. 
Perhaps  we  should  say  that  his  army  has  saved 
him  the  trouble  of  declining  it  It  is  certain 
that  both  armies  are  moving.  Two  stories  have 
lately  prevailed  of  the  direction  whidi  Gfut 
is  going.     One   accoont  represented  a  kigp 
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bodj  of  Yankees  at  Negro  Foot  in  the  upper 
part  of  Haraoa,  bat  it  hiuB  not  been  oonfirmed, 
aod  LB  nnlikelj.  The  more  probable  statemoDt 
is  diat  Grant  pat  fortifications  along  his  line  be- 
fore the  Junction  to  prevent  an  attack  from 
General  Lee,  and  then  retaming  to  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Nortii  Anna,  passed  down  the  Pa- 
mmikey  to  Hanovertown,afew  miles  above  the 
Piping  Tree,  the  point  to  wliich  boats  can  come. 
Here  he  is  said  to  have  crossed  the  river  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  force.  If  Grant  has  real- 
ly landed  there,  he  may  be  said  to  have  aheadj 
reached  the  destination  predicted  for  him  since 
his  check  at  Spottsylvania — the  York  and  Penin- 
sula. His  next  base  will  be  the  Pamunkey  and 
York,  and  White  Hoase  and  West  Point.  Una- 
ble to  remove  the  obstacle  on  the  threshold  of 
bis  campaign,  nothing  was  left  but  to  abandon 
it,  and  make  his  way  down  the  Rappahannock 
to  the  head-waters  of  the  York,  a  monstrous 
circle,  to  reach  a  point  where  he  mieht  have 
landed  on  the  first  of  Ma^,  had  not  nis  head 
been  addled  by  his  victones  over  Pemberton 
and  Bragg." 

This  is  the  tone  of  men  who,  knowing  the 
prodigious  labor  expended  in  fortifying  a 
chosen  position,  themselves  compelled  to  for- 
feit its  advantages  and  seek  elsewhere  and 
ominously  nearer  their  capital,  a  new  line  of 
defence.  Certainly,  if  the  Richmond  journal- 
ists find  any  satis&ction  in  the  monstrous  cir- 
ctiit  the  armv  has  made,  the  point  at  which  it 
bas  aimed,  this  army  is  in  condition  to  share 
the  sentiment. 

Recrossing  the  North  Anna  on  Thursday 
night  and  Friday  morning,  the  corps  were  di- 
rected on  parallel  roads  down  the  course  of 
the  Pamunkey  to  the  town  of  Hanover,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  two  divisions  of  cavalry 
croesed  the  river  at  six  in  the  morning.  Three 
boors  afterward  Russell's  division  of  the  Sixth 
corps,  after  a  beautiful  march  of  twenty-two 
miles,  made  the  passage.  The  enemy,  apparent- 
It  not  expecting  the  crossing  to  be  made  so  far 
down  the  river,  had  only  a  cavalry  force  in  ob- 
servation at  this  point  The  party  was  easily 
driven  off,  sixty  being  captured.  The  fords 
▼ere  uncovered  for  the  passage  of  the  army, 
which  was  effected  during  the  day.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  it  was  not  till  this  movement  was 
fiuriy  under  way,  that  {joe  commenced  the 
manoeuvring  necessary  to  meet  it.  **  Grant'' 
says  the  correspondent  of  the  Richiliond. papers, 
writing  on  Friday,  **last  night  commenced 
moving  rapidly  toward  our  right  with  his 
whole  force,  and  corresponding  movements  are 
now  on  foot  on  our  side  to  meet  those  of  Grant" 

The  movement  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels  was  a  simple  change  of  iron^  and  a  ret- 
rograde march  doe  soutii  along  the  railroad,  and 
ten  miles  would  bring  them  to  Uie  Chickahomi- 
ny.  For  ub,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  necessary 
^  give  a  great  development  to  our  left,  so  that 
to  reach  the  same  point  which  the  enemy 
oonhl  make  in  a  ten-mile  march,  it  was  neces- 
Buy  for  118  to  march  Bomething  like  thirty 


oules.  That  is^  we  had  to  march  in  a  south-east 
direction  to  efirect  the  passage  of  the  river,  and 
then  move  westward  for  the  purpose  of  striking 
the  enemy  or  meeting  his  advance. 

This  detour  or  "monstrous  circuit,"  as  the 
Richmond  writer  terms  it,  was  necessitated  by 
two  different  considerations:  First,  because  a 
flank  march  of  the  kind  determined  upon  is  one 
which  is  always  somewhat  hazardous  in  the 
face  of  a  vigilant  and  energetic  opponent,  and 
secondly,  because  it  was  a  prime  desideratum 
to  open  a  water-t)ase,  our  conununications 
having  been  abandoned  when  this  move  was 
initiated. 

This  was  secured  yesterday,  when  a  cavalry 
force  was  sent  down  to  White  House,  and  to- 
day our  water  transportation  is  reported  at 
that  point  The  work  of  the  past  three 
days  has  been  the  steady  pressing  forward 
of  forces  from  Hanovertown  to  the  westward,  in 
a  line  leading  to  the  Chickahominy  and  the  Vir- 
ginia CentraTand  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond 
railroads. 

The  advance  of  (Gregg's  division  on  Saturday, 
developed  the  enemy,  with  his  entire  cavaliy 
force  and  a  portion  of  his  infantry  covering 
those  roads,  and  brought  on  an  engagement 
which,  from  the  losses  on  botii  sides,  ranks 
among  the  heaviest  cavalry  fights  of  the  war. 
Gregg's  division  lost  over  three  hundred  and 
fifty  mei^and  forty  officers,  but  drove  the  ene- 
my; ana  during  Sunday  and  yesterday  our 
front  has  been  steadily  advancing.  Yesterday 
(Monday),  the  thirtieth,  found  oiu:  right  in  front 
of  Hanover  Gourtrhouse,  while  our  left  stretched 
beyond  Tolopotomy  creek,  about  ten  miles  from 
the  rebel  capital.  The  enemy  showed  in  our 
front  a  line  of  battle  and  skirmish  line,  formed 
by  part  of  the  corps  of  EweU  and  Hill. 

During  vesterday  evenine  skirmishing  took 
place,  we  feeling  the  enemy^  line. 

Early  in  the  morning  Crawford's  division  of 
Warren's  corps  moved  in  support  of  General 
Griffin's  division,  which  was  moving  out  on  the 
road  toward  Role  creek.  It  was  directed  by 
G^eneral  Warren  to  support  Griffin's  left,  as  he 
advanced.  The  road  to  Mechanicsville  ran 
parallel  to  the  road  upon  which  it  was  advanc- 
ing, and  was  held  firmly  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  some  infantry.  Crawford  determined  to 
push  for  this  road,  cross,  if  possible,  and  ad- 
vance toward  Mechanicsville. 

Accordingly,  he  ordered  Colonel  Hardin  for- 
ward with  the  first  brigade,  directing  him  to 
advance  the  picket-line  in  his  front  to  support 
it  closely,  and  moved  for  the  Mechanicsville 
road.  It  was  nearly  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
from  oiur  left  flank. 

Hardin  pushed  in  and  soon  found  the  ene- 
my's cavalr;y^,  which  he  drove  across  the  road, 
occupying  it,  forming,  when  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, his  line  of  baUle  directly  on  his  flank. 

Crawford  sent  two  regiments  to  his  support 
but  the  enemy  attacked  on  both  flanks,  and 
finding  the  force  hotly  engaged^  he  moved  to 
the  fidd  with  his  whole  division.    The  enemy. 
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having  flanked  Hardee  when  he  arrived,  Craw- 
ford hastily  threw  Fisher's  bri^e  to  hold  tiie 
right,  and  advanced  Colonel  Kitchen,  with  two 
regiments  to  support  the  line  on  the  left,  but  it 
was  too  late.  He  ordered  the  line  to  fail  bade 
to  the  crest  of  a  hilL  Here  he  extended  it,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  throw  up  intrenchments. 

Old  rail  logs,  and  whatever  was  handy,  were 
used,  and  breastworks  soon  prepared,  after 
which  Fisher^s  brigade  was  thrown  across  a 
ravine  on  the  right,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery 
planted  to  sweep  the  ravine.  Hardly  were  the 
men  in  position,  when  Ihe  rebels  advanced 
their  line  of  battle  directly  upon  our  line. 
Awaitine  their  coming  until  they  were  within 
one  hundred  yards,  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves 
opened  a  very  heavy  fire.  The  rebel  colors 
were  shot  down,  and  were  not  raised  again ; 
whoever  had  them  crawled  away  with  mem. 
Twice  they  rallied  ;  were  advanced  ;  each  time 
they  were  driven  back,  until  the  men  lay  down, 
when  they  commenced  rutming  back,  and  our 
line  marched  out  of  their  works  and  took 
seventy  prisoners,  amon^  them  six  ofBcers.  A 
very  large  number  of  the  enemy  were  kiUed, 
among  tnem  a  colonel ;  many  officers,  and  three 
hundred  dead  were  left  lying  in  our  front  inside 
of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  Crawford  lost  a  con- 
siderable number  of  men.  Brigadier-General 
Ramsav  was  left  on  the  field  and  reported  killed. 
Colonel  W.  H.  Kent,  of  the  Sixth  regulars,  was 
eihot  through  the  hand  ;  Captain  Worth,  of  the 
Sixth,  was  also  wounded  ;  Colonel  Tyrel  is  kill- 
ed ;  Sergeant  Thompson,  of  the  Bucktails,  who 
captured  the  battle-nag  of  the  Fifteenth  Georgia, 
at  Gettysburg,  was  wounded  and  made 
prisoner. 

When  the  attack  was  made  upon  Warren, 
Hancock  was  ordered,  at  eight  o'clock  last  eve- 
ning, to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favor.  The  or- 
der was  vigorously  executed;  and  after  a 
couple  of  hours'  of  heavy  cannonade  was  kept 
up  on  the  rebel  position  by  several  batteries 
and  six  mortars,  this  morning  finds  our  line  in 
much  the  same  formation  as  it  had  yesterday. 
.  The  Sixth  corps  (Wright's)  holds  the  right,  then 
the  Second  (Hancock's);  the  Fifth  (muxen's) ; 
and  theo  the  Ninth  (Bumside's).  which  holns 
our  left.  The  only  portion  of  our  force  thus  feur, 
engaged  to-day,  is  Hancock's  corps,  from  whose 
front  I  have  just  returned. 

The  divisions  of  Bimey  on  the  right,  and 
Barlow  on  tiie  centre,  advanced  about  six  hun- 
dred yards,  carrying  the  enemy's  first  line, 
which  was  held  by  a  strong  skirmish  force. 
Bimey  captured  forty  prisoners,  who  proved  to 
belong  to  Breckinridge's  command. 

There  is  hardly  a  doubt,  however,  that  the 
position  now  held  by  the  rebels  in  our  front  is 
but  an  advanced  line,  which  they  will  hold  «8 
long  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  fining  time 
to  perfect  their  defences  on  the  Chickahominy. 
On  that  historic  line  it  is  now  fullv  expected 
that  we  shall,  ere  long,  deliver  battle.  In  the 
relative  positions  of  the  two  opposing  forces, 
this  is  the  only  fiekl-fight  we  are  likely  to  have 


outside  of  Richmond,  and  &at  its  result  miut 
decide  whether  the  rebel  capital  can  be  carried 
by  a  coup  de  main,  or  whether  it  is  destined  to 
become  the  object  of  a  summer's  siege. 

Isvr  OP  hb  Pdvoaucv  JioDe  1-r.H. 

Like  two  eladiators,  each  bent  on  the  de- 
struction of  his  antagonist,  and  each  watchiK 
with  wary  eye  for  a  chance  to  grapple  wiS 
and  crush  his  foe,  so  stand  the  opposing  armies 
this  morning.  How  perfect  tliey  have  becooM 
in  the  art  of  war  I  How  gracefully  and  ^i 
fhlly  each  parries  the  thrust  of  his  oppooentl 
How  savagely  they  glare  on  each*  other,  and  yet 
how  coolly  and  artfullv  they  seek  weak  phces, 
and  then  strike  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  I 

Evening. — A  desperate  fight  took  place  this 
afternoon  near  Cold  Harbor.  Wright  has  been 
heard  from.  He  formed  a  junction  with  Smith 
at  Cold  Harbor,  when  both  corps  attacked  ihe 
enemy's  right  The  battle  commenced  at  five 
p.  M.  and  continued  until  after  dark.  Wright  ij 
said  to  have  captured  and  held  the  enemy*!  ad- 
vanced works,  but  Smith  was  not  so  fortunate. 
His  men  fought  with  great  spirit,  and  ciq>tttred 
a  line  of  rifle-pits  on  the  enemy's  front,  but  they 
could  not  hold  them.  Hancock,  Bumside,  and 
Warren  held  their  corps  in  readiness  to  attad^ 
along  the  line  if  necessary.  The  enemy  made 
several  attempts  to  force  a  general  engagement, 
but  did  not  succeed.  Each  of  the  above  corps 
was  attacked  in  turn,  while  Wright  wa*  fitt- 
ing on  Ihe  left,  but  each  atfauJc  was  successfully 
repulsed.  The  enemy  is  noC  driven  from  his 
position  on  our  left  Me  yet  holds  his  strong- 
est works,  and  I  think  he  will  prove  vezy 
troublesome  there.  The  casualties  are  said  to 
be  very  numerous,  and  Wright  has  taken  a  krge 
number  of  prisoners. 

THE  BATTLES  OF  THE  GHIGKAHOMnfT. 

Goto  HllBOII,  MXAB  m  OnOCAKWIfT,) 

Friday,  Jane  a-lSr.  a.      j 

To  gain  a  clear  view  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  relations  of  the  contending  forces,  and 
of  the  purposes  of  today's  action,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  series  of 
strategic  operations  which,  after  crossing  the 
Pamunke^,  have  drawn  our  lines  in  their  pres- 
ent position  and  formation.  After  tiie  passage 
of  the  river  at  the  town  of  Hanover  on  Satur- 
day last,  our  line  of  battle  was  formed  almost  due 
north  and  south,  and  our  front  ttirown  forward 
due  west,  for  the  purpose  of  s^ain  gaining  a  point 
of  contact  with  the  eilemy,  from  whom  we  had 
for  a  day  or  two  been  separated  by  the  flank- 
ing operation,  which  swung  the  army  from 
the  North  Anna  around  and  across  the  rftmun- 
key.  This  formation  was  necessitated  by  the 
obligation  of  coverine  the  fords  and  brid^ 
over  Ihe  Pamunkey,  oy  which  6tir  supplier, 
trains,  artillery,  etc.,  had  to  pass.  On  pushing 
out  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  we  found  the 
enemy  iJso  forming  line  of  battle  north  and 
south,  direct^  in  front  of  the  Viiginia  Cbntrtl 


'DQGUWSST&, 


6M 


failroAd,  tod  exteodix^  from  Atlee*B  station 
(with  cayalry  thrown  out  to  Hanover  Ck)nrt- 
houae),  south  to  Shady  Qrove,  ten  miles  north 
of  Richmond.  Id  tliis  position  Lee  coyered 
both  the  Virgioia  Central  and  the  Fredericks- 
burg and  Richmond  raikoads,  as  well  as  all 
the  roads  leading  to  Richmond,  west  of  and  in- 
dndinc^  the  Mechanicsville  pike.  This  form- 
adoD  had  been  imposed  npon  the  enemy  by  a 
mmilar  motiTe  that  prompted  the  front  we  took 
up,  namely,  the  duty  of  covering  the  lines  by 
which  bis  trains  and  material  would  pass  in  the 
change  of  front  necessitated  by  the  turning 
movement  which  compelled  Lee  to  abandon  the 
line  of  the  South  Anna. 

In  this  situation,  our  right,  the  Sixth  corps 
(Wright;,  fell  back  near  Hanover  Court-house ; 
oar  left,  held  by  the  Fifth  corps  (W^ren), 
rested  across  Tolopotamy  creek.  Hancock  had 
the  right  centre ;  Bumside  the  left  centre. 
Daring  Monday,  energetic  reconnoissances  were 

Sashed  forward  on  the  rieht  and  left,  which 
e?eloped  the  enemy  in  fuD  force.  On  the  left 
Warren  made  a  vigorous  effort,  the  full  details 
of  which  you  have  received  from  me,  to  carry 
the  Mechanicsville  pike,  but  failed.  Mean- 
vhile  the  cavalry  had  been  distributed  on  the 
flanks  of  the  army ;  the  division  of  Wilson  on 
the  right  flank ;  the  division  of  Gregg  and  Tor- 
bert  on  the  left 

No  serious  impression  having  been  produced 
CD  the  enemy's  line  bv  Monday's  operations, 
the  Commaiiding-(^neral  resumed  his  favorite 
tactics  of  developing  the  left  flank.  This  man- 
oeuvre appears  to  be  characteristic  of  him,  as 
he  adoptc^i  it  both  at  Spottsylvania  and  on  the 
North  Anna.  The  mode  of  executing  this  in- 
genious movement  is  as  follows:  The  corps 
holding  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  is,  under 
cover  of  night,  withdrawn  hehind  the  line  of 
battle  of  the  other  corps  (tb^  picket  line  of 
coarse  being  left  to  conceal  the  movement),  and 
carried  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  where 
it  iotrenches.  The  next  corps  to  the  right  is 
then  withdrawn  in  like  manner,  and  connects 
in  the  same  wa^  with  the  new  left,  forming  a 
prolongation  of  its  h'ne.  In  this  manner,  in  the 
coarse  of  a  couple  of  days,  a*complete  reversion 
of  noeition  of  tne  corps  has  taken  place ;  what 
bad  been  the  extreme  right  forming  the  extreme 
left,  and  had  been  the  extreme  left  forming 
the  extreme  right ;  and  thus  the  army  finds  it- 
self drawn  to  me  left  by  the  length  of  its  whole 
Ihie  of  battle-— say  eight  or  ten  miles. 

Oaring  Tuesday  night,  the  Sixth  corps 
(WrjghtX  which  had  held  tiie  right  of  the  army, 
was  in  this  way  moved  down  the  Hanover  Court- 
house road,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  took 
position  near  Cold  Harbor,  on  the  left  of  the 
Ie(i  Here  it  was  joined  by  the  reinforcements 
(the  Eighteenth  corps  with  part  of  the  Tenth), 
broaght  by  General  W.  F.  Smith  from  White 
House.  This  column  had  been  ordered  by 
Oeocnd  Grant  from  White  House  to  "  New  Cold 
^rbor,"  but  by  an  error  in  the  telegraph  the 
<ie^tdi  named  the  point  "Newcastle.^    The 


mistake  was  corrected,  but  not  until  he  had 
neared  the  latter  place,  so  that  this  corps  was 
compelled  to  mase  a  fatiguing  march  of  five 
and  twenty  miles,  and  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor 
on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  just  in  time  to 
take  part  along  with  the  Sixth  corps,  in  a  severe 
engagement  tmit  ensued.  As  no  accurate  ac- 
comit  of  this  affair  has  yet  been  given,  a  brief 
sketch  of  it  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  cavalry 
divisions  of  Gregg  and  Torbert  had  been  placed 
so  as  to  cover  the  left  of  our  line,  held  by  War- 
ren, from  whose  corps  they  were  separated  by 
an  interval  of, four  nules.  On  Tuesday  evening 
they  met  the  rebel  cavsdry  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  whipped  them  most  completely. 

On  the  following  morning  (Wednesday)  they 
renewed  the  fight;  once  more  punished  the 
rebels  severely,  but  presently  found  out  that 
the  enemy  had,  during  the  night,  brought  up 
strong  infantry  supports,  so  that  Sheridan  was 
compelled  to  await  the  arrival  of  Wright  and 
Smith,  then  on  their  way  up. 

While  writing  of  this  a&ir,  I  have  chanced 
to  receive  a  copy  of  yesterday's  Richmond  Un- 
quirer  (Thursday,  June  two),  and  find  in  it  an 
account  of  Wednesday's  cavsdry  affair.  It  is  as 
follows : 

*'  About  half-past  three  a.  h.,  yesterday,  artil- 
lery was  opened  on  the  enemy  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  by  eight  o'clock  heavy  skirmishing 
occurred  along  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
lines.  Hoke's  division  commenced  an  advance 
at  an  early  hour  for  a  position  near  Cold  Har- 
bor, when  it  was  met  and  attacked  by  a  largely 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  The  division  sus- 
tained itself  against  the  shock  which  ensued, 
but  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  HcLaws'  divl- 
sion  coming  to  Hoke's  support,  joined  in  the 
fray,  when  Hoke  returned  to  the  conflict  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half,  capturing  some  three  hundred  prisoners  and 
otherwise  severely  punishing  his  forces.  Other 
portions  of  Longstreet's  corps  were  engaged. 
The  battle  raged  hotly  for  several  hours,  quieted 
down  somewhat  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock, 
and  closed  about  one  o'clock." 

Now,  what  is  amusing  in  this  recital  is,  that 
the  rebel  writer  either  did  not  know  or  had  not 
the  honesty  to  acknowledge  that  the  rebel  di- 
visions named  (the  divisions  of  Hoke  and 
McLaws,  and  ''  other  portions  of  Longstreet's 
corps"),  were  fightinc  nothing  but  cava&y,  who 
dismounted,  and  with  their,  carbines  wore  able 
to  punish  the  rebels,  breaking  one  entire  divi- 
sion, and  after  retiring  were  able  to  hold  in 
check  the  whole  of  Longstreet's  corps  until 
Wright  and  Smith  got  up.  Of  the  sequel  the 
rebel  writer  says  nothing ;  that  remains  to  be 
told.  Having  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  the 
corps  of  Wright  and  Smith  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  Wright  in  four  lines,  and  Smith  in  a  sin- 
gle line,  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth. 

In  front  of  our  Tines  was  an  open  space  of  two 
thirds  of  a  mile  in  width,  beyond  which,  in  a 
piece  of  pine  woods,  the  enemy  was  in  force. 
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intrenched.  Across  the  opening  General  Smith 
ordered  a  charge,  which  was  brilliantly  exe- 
cuted by  Devin  8  division  (brigades  of  Drake 
and  Barton).  The  division,  though  moving  at 
the  ^05  de  charge^  suffered  very  heavily  from 
the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  which  had  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  field.  Drake's  brigade  especialfy, 
had  been  much  cut  up,  its  leader  had  fallen  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  on  reaching  the  rebel  ranks 
began  to  waver.  Barton's  brigade,  however, 
emerging  from  the  woods  on  its  right,  dashed 
forward  with  a  yell,  cleared  the  abattis,  and 

fained  the  enemy's  works,  takine  about  three 
undred  prisoners.  Ricketts'  division  of  the 
Sixth  corps,  which  was  formed  on  the  left  of 
Devin's,  behaved  with  equal  gallantry,  carried 
the  rebel  rifle-pits,  and  also  took  several  hun- 
dred prisoners.  The  enemy,  however,  still 
held  his  position  on  the  right  of  Smith,  in 
front  of  the  division  of  Brookes.  With  the 
view  of  dislodging  him  from  his  position, 
Henrv's  brigade  Of  Brookes'  division,  was  or- 
dered forward,  and  succeeded  in  taking  the 
rifle-pits.  Here,  however,  he  was  swept  by 
the  fire  from  a  redoubt  in  his  front,  and  Mar- 
tindale,  who  was  ordered  to  his  support,  not 
having  been  able  to  effect  his  dispositions  in 
time  to  do  so,  Henry  was  compelled  to  fallback, 
the  enemy  following  him  to  the  sMrt  of  Uie 
woods.  The  position  thus  carried  was,  as  will 
presently  be  seen,  one  of  cardinal  importance, 
though  it  was  purchased  at  a  loss  of  two  thou- 
sand killed  and  wounded.  The  rebel  loss  can- 
not have  been  less,  as  we  took  nearly  six  hun- 
dred prisoners,  and  the  enemy  left  many  hun- 
dred dead  and  wounded  within  our  lines. 

The  operations  of  Wednesday,  thoueh  they 
had  cost  us  dearly,  had  won  a  point  of  Sie  very 
highest  value,  and  this  not  merely  tactically 
and  with  regard  to  operations  on  our  front,  but 
strategically,  and  in  relation  both  to' present 
and  prospective  movements.  Gold  Harbor  is 
the  point  of  convereence  of  all  the  roads  radia- 
ting whether  to  Richmond,  our  objective  point, 
or  to  White  House,  our  base  of  supplies.  Until 
we  gained  this  point,  indeed,  we  hsid  no  line  of 
communication  with  our  base,  except  by  making 
an  immense  detour  to  the  north  of  the  Pamun- 
key.  The  importance  of  this  point  was,  no 
doubt,  appreciated  by  the  rebels,  and  one  of  the 
Richmond  papers,  several  days  ago,  and  before 
we  had  begun  moving  in  this  direction,  said  in 
a  witty  prophecy  in  reference  to  Grant's  favor- 
ite tactics,  that  "  Grant  has  grown  so  enamored 
of  his  left  flank  that  he  will  probably  work  his 
way  down  toward  the  James  river,  and  we  shall 
have  another  decisive  battle  of  Cold  Harbor." 
By  this  the  writer  means  what  we  term  tiie 
battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  that  having  been  the  po- 
sition held  by  the  coros  of  Fitz  John  Porter  in 
the  battle  of  1862,  while  CJold  Harbor  was  held 
by  Stonewall  Jackson.  In  the  battle  of  to-day 
the  relations  were  just  reversed,  we  holding 
Cold  Harbor  while  the  rebels  hold  Gaines'  MilL 
Why,  in  reco^izing  the  commanding  import- 
ance of  the  point  to  ns,  Lee  did  not  make  pre- 


Iparations  to  hold  it  at  all  hazardB,  is  a  questioii 
which  he  will  find  difficult  to  answer  with  eo- 
tire  satisfaction.  Discovering  on  the  night  of 
Tuesday  that  the  Sixth  corps  was  retiring  from 
the  front  of  his  left  wing  (held  by  Lonestreet's 
command),  he  rapidly  conntemmrdiea  LoDg- 
street,  to  anticipate  us  in  tiie  poseeesion  d 
Cold  Harbor ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  be 
would  have  been  able  to  seize  it  in  advance  of 
us,  had  it  not  been  for  the  admirable  tensci^ 
with  which  our  cavalry  held  on  to  it  nntfl  it 
was  relieved,  and  the  position  was  secured  be- 
yond a  peradventure,  by  the  arrival  of  the  ocd- 
umns  of  Smith  and  Wright 

Cold  Harbor  being  secnred  by  tiie  action  of 
Wednesday,  GeneralGrant  determined  to  give 
battle  the  day  following,  for  the  purpose  of 
essaying  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy.  Ac- 
cordingly, during  the  ni^ht,  Hancock's  cotps, 
which,  by  the  previous  withdrawal  of  the  Sixth 
corps,  held  the  rieht  of  the  line,  was  moved  and 
took  position  on  ue  extreme  left ;  and  early  on 
Thursday,  the  heAftdquartera  of  Generals  GfBDt 
and  Meade,  which  had  been  in  the  rear  of  the 
right,  were  transferred  to  the  rear  of  the  left 
and  established  at  Cold  Harbor.  It  bad,  as  I 
have  said,  been  designed  to  give  batde  on 
Thuraday ;  but  Hancock  was  compelled  to  fight 
his  corps  into  position,  and  his  formation  vm 
not  completed  until  this  afternoon.  The  attack 
was  then  ordered  for  five  o'clock  in  the  aft^- 
noon,  but  a  thunder-storm  as  heavy  as  that 
which  swelled  the  Chickahominy  on  the  day 
before  Fair  Oaks,  set  in,  and  the  order  had  to 
be  countermanded. 

The  hour  of  attadc  was  then  fixed  for  4:30 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Had  General  Lee,  under 
these  circumstances,  emulated  the  conduct  of 
that  Union  General  whose  chief  elory  is  to  be 
thought  well  of  by  the  rebels,  and  planted  his 
army  astraddle  the  Chickahominy,  as  McOdka 
did,  the  storm  which  swelled  that  stream  yester- 
day afternoon  might  have  given  General  Grant 
an  opportunity  wnich  yon  may  depend  upon  it 
he  would  have  improved.  But  while  the  rebek 
praise  McClellan,  they  do  not  imitate  him.  Lee 
nad  his  entire  force  north  of  the  GhickahomiDV, 
and  the  only  result  of  the  delay  in  attadc, 
caused  by  the  rise  in  the  river,  was  to  give  the 
enemy,  who  had  by  this  time  discovered  the 
disposition  of  our  troops,  the  hours  of  night 
during  which  to  perfect  his  defensive  prepara- 
tions. 

In  saddle  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
gray  light  of  dawn  is  struggling  through  a 
thick  envelope  of  clouds,  and  a  light  patterit^ 
jrain  is  falling.  Our  men  still  lie  behind  their 
breastworks,  worn  out  with  the  work  of  the 
night ;  the  rebels,  too,  lie  behind  their  intrencfa- 
ments,  and  only  the  sleepless  pickets  peer  with 
wary  eyes  forward  through  the  dusk  of  the 
woods.  All  is  still  as  the  grave,  yet  in  thii^ 
minutes  the  storm  of  battle  will  buret  forth 
alone  a  stretch  of  six  miles.  There  is  but  tine 
to  teSce  a  gknce  at  the  lines.  Here  on  the  left 
wing  of  the  army  is  the  corps  of  Hancock  (the 
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Second);  conDecting  with  him  on  the  rizht, 
Bod  forming  the  left  ceDtre,  is  Wright's  (the 
Sixth) ;  then  Smith's  (the  Eighteenth),  which 
holds  the  centre;  next  coines  Warren's  (the 
Fifth),  which  forms  the  right  centre,  and  then 
Bomside^s  (the  Ninth),  which  holds  the  extreme 
right  Oar  line  runs  almost  parallel  with  the 
Chickahominy,  and  from  one  and  a  half  to  two 
tndahalf  miles  north  of  it  On  &e  left  wing 
we  s^proach  nearest  the  river,  on  the  right  we 
are  somewhat  refused.  Hancock,  holding  the 
left  wing,  rests  across  the  Despatch  station  road 
(that  is,  the  road  leading  from  Cold  Harbor  to 
Despatch  station) ;  onr  right  is  across  the 
Tolopotamy.  The  rebel  front  is  formed  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  Ghickahominy,  in  three 
Hoes  (two  lines  of  battle  and  a  skirmish  line). 
00  an  irregular  line,  to  conform  with  the  woods 
and  ridges  and  swamps  of  the  gronnd.  Between 
the  two  armies  is  a  low,  swampy  region,  whose 
dark  hollows  will  soon  be  lit  up  with  the  fires 
of  death.  Saddenly  from  behind  the  rude  par- 
apet diere  is  an  upstarting,  a  noiseless  springing 
to  arms,  the  muffled  commands  of  officers  form- 
ing the  line.  The  attack  was  ordered  for  4:30, 
aod  it  may  have  been  five  minutes  after  that,  or 
it  may  have  been  ten  minutes,  but  it  certainly 
waa  uot  later  than  4:45,  when  the  whole  line  is 
in  motion.  Skirmishers  are  tlurown  out,  and 
presently  meet  the  enemy's  pickets^  as  we  learn 
by tlie smart  fusilade  you  hear;  our  artillery 
opens,  the  rebels  respond,  and  in  a  moment  the 
deadly  conflict  is  joined. 

The  metaph3rBicians  say  that  time  is  naueht— 
i«  hnt  a  category  of  thought ;  and  I  think  it 
most  be  so,  for  into  ten  mortal  minutes  this 
aoraing  was  crowded  an  age  of  action.  Ten 
minutes  of  the  figment  men  call  time,  and  yet 
the  scant  space  decided  a  battle  I  There  are  a 
thousand  details,  ten  thousand  episodes,  but  the 
eaaential  matter  is  tliis,  that  that  first  rush  of 
advance  carried  our  whole  front  butt  up  aeainst 
a  line  of  works,  which  we  were  unable  to  orMc 
through,  or,  breaking  through,  were  unable  to 
hold.  Conceive  of  this  in  the  large :  the  fierce 
oQslaQght  amid  deafening  volleys  of  musketry, 
tnd  the  thunder  of  artillery,  and  the  wild,  mad 
yell  of  battle,  and  see  the  ranks  mown  down 
and  the  lines  break  here  and  there,  and  the 
8«illcn  obstinate  retreat,  every  inch  contested, 
sod  we  shall  then  be  able  to  descend  to  some 
of  &e  points  of  action,  as  they  individualize 
tiMiDselves  along  the  line. 

Hancock  held  the  left  of  the  whole  Ime  of 
jiittle ;  and  of  hiib  three  divisions,  that  of  Bar- 
low held  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  that  of 
Gibbon  was  drawn  on  the  right  of  Barlow's, 
while  Bimey's  division  was  held  in  reserve.  Of 
the  four  brigades  of  Barlow's  division  Brookes 
bad  the  left  and  Miles  the  right— each  brigade 
m  double  line  of  battle.  Smith,  commanding 
*e  Irah  brigade,  was  placed  in  support  The 
Wt  was  protected  by  refusing  it— the  Third 
wigade  being  disposed  so  as  to  cover  that 

The  formation  of  Gibbon's  division  on  the 


right  of  Barlow  was  similar,  Tyler's  brigade 
(heavy  artillery)  holding  the  right,  Smith's  the 
centre  and  Owen's  the  left — McKean  in  rear  of 
Tyler's  centre,  in  two  lines.  On  Hancock's  line 
there  were  but  few  places  where  artillery  could 
be  used  with  effect 

*  Barlow  had  directed  that  his  attacking  brig- 
ades should,  previously  to  the  assault,  be  moved 
out,  and  formed  just  in  rear  of  the  picket  line. 
From  this  point  they  advanced  for  half  a  mile 
through  woods  and  over  open  intervals,  under 
a  severe  fire,  square  up  to  the  enemy's  works. 
That  portion  of  his  front  where  the  right  of 
Miles' brieade  joined  with  the  left  of  Brookes'— 
the  same  brigade  that  so  brilliantly  carried  the 
famous  salient  in  the  lines  of  Spottsylvania — 
succeeded  in  a  similar  splendid  cotip  here  ;  ihey 
^ot  over  and  into  the  enemy's  parapet,  captur- 
ing his  guns  (four  light  twelve-pounders),  his 
colors,  and  five  or  six  hundred  prisoners,  about 
three  hundred  of  whom  were  secured  by  prompt- 
ly passing  them  to  the  rear.  The  storming 
column,  in  fact,  was  just  turning  the  enemy's 
guns  on  the  retreating  rebels,  when  powerful 
reinforcements  from  the  second  rebel  line  ap- 
peared advancing.  The  first  rebel  line  was 
held  by  Breckinridge's  troops,  and  was  carried, 
but  Lee  is  too  good  a  (General  to  leave  ^  point 
so  important  idmb  weakly  defended.  Breckin- 
ridge's men  were  placed  in  the  fore-front  to  re- 
ceive the  baptism  of  fire,  but  behind  these  ky 
the  veterans  of  Hill's  corps,  and  it  is  these  we 
now  see  dashing  forward  to  retrieve  the  honors 
we  had  snatched.  Barlow's  brigade — stout 
hearts  not  used  to  pale  before  the  greatest  odds 
—could  have  held  their  own  under  conditions 
the  least  short  of  desperation,  but  the  situation 
in  which  they  now  found  themselves  o'erleaped 
its  limits.  It  was  not  merely  the  overwhelming 
front  that  came  pressing  down  upon  them,  of 
that  they  had  no  fear ;  but  the  position  they  had 
gained  placed  them  in  advance  of  the  whole 
line  of  battle,  and  gave  the  rebel  artillery  Hiq 
opportunity  for  a  deadly  enfilading  fire.  Besides 
this,  they  had  lost  the  directing  heads  of  two  of 
the  chief  commanders.  Brookes  and  Byrnes, 
''souls  of  courage  all  compact,"  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  all  the  organizations  had  sufifered 
fearfully  from  an  unparalleled  loss  of  officers. 
In  this  state  of  facts  thev  fell  back,  bringing 
with  them  the  prisoners  thejp  had  taken,  and  a 
captured  color,  but  not  the  guns.  They  fell 
back,  but  not  to  their  original  position ;  to  a 
position  far  in  advance  of  that  they  had  held, 
and  at  dififerent  points  not  more  than  fifty  yards 
from  the  enemy.  Here  they  intrenched,  and 
here  I  leave  them,  to  pass  on  to  Gibbon's  divi- 
sion of  the  same  corps,  on  the  right,  and  which 
was  engaeed  at  the  same  time. 

Gibbon  s  advance  was  simultaneous  with  Bar- 
low's, but  in  moving  forward,  he  came  upon  one 
of  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy,  which  had 
to  be  turned  or  overpassed,  in  the  process  of 
which  it  became  very  difficult  to  establish  the 
connection  between  different  parts  of  his  line. 
This  overcome,  however,  his  troops  pressed 
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forward  with  tiie  aame  vigor  that  marked  the 
conduct  of  their  oompanion-divisioD  on  the 
left  Parts  of  the  brigades  of  Tyler  and  Owen 
gained  the  rebel  works,  but  for  reasons  identi- 
cd  witii  those  that  forced  back  Barlow's  troops, 
ti^ey  also  were  compelled  to  give  up  what  they 
bad  won.  Gibbon's  division,  too,  lost  very 
heavily.  Qeneral  Tyler,  before  reaching  the 
works,  was  carried  ofif  the  field,  shot  in  the 
ankle.  One  of  his  rearimental  commanders,  Col- 
onel Porter,  of  the  Eighth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  was  killed;  immediately  after,  the 
laeutenant^olonel  (Bates)  fell  dead.  Another 
of  his  regimental  commanders.  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahon,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth 
New  York,  was  struck  while  planting  his  colors 
on  the  rebel  works,  and  was  left  a  prisoner  in 
the  enemy's  hands — ^his  troops  not  supporting 
him  after  he  was  wounded.  Owen's  brigade 
lost  two  entire  companies,  taken  prisoners  in- 
side of  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  In  giving 
way.  Gibbon's  division  also  was  far  from  losing 
all  the  ground  it  had  gained.  It  took  up  an  aoU 
vanced  position  close  to  the  enemy,  and  just 
over  the  crest,  the  rearward  slope  of  which  was 
held  by  the  rebels.  This  position  it  has  re- 
tained durine  the  day,  and  McKean's  brigade 
has  held  all  day  a  position  within  fifteen  yards 
of  the  enemy's  works. 

Not  until  the  splendid  attack  of  Hancock's 
corps  had  been  made,  not  until  after  its  blood- 
boiii^ht  victory  had  been  wrested  from  our 
hands,  was  he  or  any  man  in  this  army  aware 
of  the  supreme  importance  of  the  position  this 
morning  carried  and  lost  The  keypoint  in  the 
battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  two  years  ago,  it  is 
strange  and  mortifying  that  no  one  should  have 
appreciated  its  value.  This  position  is  a  bald 
hid,  named  '*  Watts'  Hill,^  dominating  the 
whole  battle-ground,  and  covering  the  angle  of 
the  *' Despatch  road."  Along  this  ridge  the 
rebel  works  formed  a  salient,  and  in  front  of  it 
was  a  sunken  road.    Of  this  road  Hancock  got 

Sossession,  and  the  brigades  of  Miles  and 
irookes  actually  struck  and  carried  the  work 
directly  on  the  salient  I  Had  we  held  tiiis 
point,  we  would  have  had  a  position  whence 
the  entire  rebel  line  might  have  been  enfiladed ; 
and  I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
day  would  have  been  ours,  and  Lee  pushed 
across  the  ChickaiHtminy.  Had  we  even  known 
in  advance  its  C4>mmanding  importance,  very 
different  disposition  for  atttM^  would  have  been 
made.  We  would  have  massed  on  the  left,  and 
made  the  victory  a  certainty.  The  considera- 
tions certainly  inspire  bitter  regrets ;  but  who 
does  not  know  that  it  is  on  precisely  such  con- 
tingencies that  the  fate  of  battles  often  hangs  ? 
Simultaneously  with  the  attack  of  the  Second 
corps,  the  Sixth,  under  Wright,  connecting  on 
the  left  with  Hancock,  made  a  general  advance 
at  a  Quarter  before  five  o'clock—- each  division 
assaulting  on  the  entire  line.  Of  this  COTps,  the 
Second  division  (McNeill),  held  the  right;  the 
Third  division  (Ricketts),  the  centre,  and  the 
First  division  (Russell),  the  left    Five  batteries, 


under  chaige  of  &e  Chief  of  Artillery  of  tibe 
Second  corps.  Colonel  Tompkins,  namelj: 
Adams'  First  Rhode  Island  battery.  Cowan's 
First  New  York  (Independent),  Hahn's  Third 
New  York  (Independent),  McCurtin's  First  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Rhodes  First  Rhode  IshzHl, 
were  planted  in  good  positions,  and  did  effeo 
tive  service  in  covering  the  advance.  The  as- 
sault of  the  Sixth  corps  was  made  with  the 
utmost  viffor,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  the 
first  line  of  rebel  rifle-pits  along  its  entire  front, 
and  got  up  within  two  hundred  and  fifty  jBrds 
of  the  main  works.  Smith's  corps,  oonnectii^ 
on  the  right  with  the  Sixth,  had  advanced  in 
coniunction  with  it ;  but  the  left  division,  that 
of  Martindale.  who  led  the  attieusk  in  hesTj, 
deep  columns,  got  disarranged,  and  was  re- 
pulsed. General  Smith  made  three  different 
attacl^  to  relieve  Martindale,  but  his  last  sap- 
ports  did  not  gelt  up  in  time  to  aDow  him  to 
hold  on.  The  effect  of  this  repulse  on  the  left 
of  Smith  had  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the  posi- 
tion of  Wright  It  uncovered  the  right  flank  of 
the  Sixth,  and  exposed  Ricketts'  division,  which 
was  stoutly  holding  the  advanced  position,  to  a 
savage  fiire  on  the  prolongation  of  its  line.  In 
this  state  of  &cts,  to  retain  possession  of  a  po- 
sition somewhat  in  advance  of  his  point  of 
starting,- was  the  utmost  General  Wright  could 
possib^  do. 

Operations  along  the  fronts  of  Warren  and 
Bumside  were  of  an  importance  quite  subo^ 
dinate  to  that  of  operations  on  the  left.  No  re- 
sults were  achieved  except  the  carrying  of  the 
line  of  rifle-pits  occupied  by  the  rewl  skir- 
mishers. The  Fifth  and  Ninth  corps  nowhere 
struck  the  enemy's  main  work.  Bomside  kept 
up  a  furious  cannonade  for  some  hours ;  but  it 
was  nothing — vox,  et preterea  nihU,  From  the 
tenor  of  one  of  Burnside's  morning  despatches, 
it  was  at  one  time  hoped  that  he  would  be  able 
to  turn  ttie  enemy's  left ;  but  this  hope  also  wa« 
doomed  to  disappointment 

Returning  from  the  ride  along  the  lines  at 
eight  A.  H.,  I  found  that  Generals  Grant  and 
Meade  had  established  their  personal  head- 
quarters in  advance  of  that  occupied  during  the 
nieht,  and  bad  taken  their  station  on  the  site  of 
Cold  Harbor,  where  General  Wright's  head- 
quarters were  fixed — he  himself,  however,  hav- 
ing gone  forward  with  his  corps.  The  rain  of 
the  early  morning  had  ceased,  and  the  sun  was 
struggling  through  the  clouds. 

The  fate  of  the  day  was  like  the  aspect  of  &e 
heavens  above — mingled  light  and  shade,  a 
clear  issue  nowhere.  The  first  terrible  climax 
of  the  battle  was  over.  Would  the  assault  be 
renewed  ? 

To  those  looking  into  the  face  of  Grant  for 
answer  to  this  query,  there  was  no  le;pble  re- 
sponse. His  is  a  face  that  tells  no  tale — a  face 
impassive  in  victory  or  defeat ;  face  of  stone ; 
a  sphinx  &ce  I  Not  of  him  can  it  be  said,  as  Lady 
Macbeth  to  her  lord :  "  This  face,  my  thane,  is 
as  a  book,  wherein  one  may  read  strange  things.* 
Rather  it  is  a  pdM^^Brnt^  whose  obscured  cha^ 
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actera  escape  the  scrutiDj  of  the  keenest-ejed 
searcher. 

Nothing,  indeed,  could  be  more  striking  than 
tiie  contrast  presented  by  the  two  commanders, 
as  they  stooped  in  consaltation  on  that  bare  hill, 
with  their  faces  turned  Richmond-ward.  The 
small  form  with  the  slight  stoop  in  the  shoul- 
ders, sunken  gray  eyes ;  still,  reserved  demeanor, 
impassive  face,  and  chin  as  of  a  buU-dog  or 
dose-set  steelrtrap— that  is  Grant;  the  tall 
figure,  with  the  nervous,  emphatic  articulation 
and  action,  and  face  as  of  antique  parchment — 
that  is  Meade — and  the  antipodes  could  not 
biw  together  a  greater  contrast. 

Woether  it  was  that  General  Grant  himself 
was  in  doubt 'as  to  the  path  which  should  be 
piirsned,  or  that  he  felt  the  need  of  seeing  for 
himself  the  actual  situation — ^for  from  our  point 
of  vision  everything  was  hid  by  a  veil  of  woods 
—I  know  not,  but  he  suddenly  mounted  his 
horse  and  rode  rapidly  down  (an  occasional  shot 
or  shell  passing  over  his  head  and  falling  around 
US  at  headquarters),  to  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral Hancock,  and  afterward  to  those  of  General 
Wright ;  and  when  he  came  back  it  was  plain 
there  would  be  no  renewal  of  the  battle,  for  we 
an  rode  leisurely  back  to  the  old  camp  occupied 
the  night  before. 

This  was  noon,  and  though  the  white  heat  of 
hattle  had  died  out,  there  were  still  spirits  of 
fieht  along  the  line,  and  vigorous  interchange 
of  fire  from  the  hostile  batteries.  Such  ren- 
counters were  inevitable  from  the  unparalleled 
closeness  of  the  opposing  lines.  This  was  par- 
ticularly the  case  on  the  left,  where  there  were 
points  at  which  the  rebels  and  our  own  men 
were  divided  but  by  a  narrow  neutral  interval 
of  fifty  jards.  As  the  possibility  of  our  troops 
occupy m^  a  line  in  such  proximity  to  the  ene- 
BaVs  works  may  not  be  clear,  I  will  oflfer  a  word 
of  explanation.  The  rebel  intrenchments  in 
front  of  Barlow's  and  Gibbon's  divisions  had, 
with  a  fault  of  engineering  of  which  the  rebels 
are  not  often  guily,  been  drawn  on  the  rear- 
ward  slope  of  the  crest  and  thrown  too  far  back, 
so  that  after  the  repulse  of  our  men,  the  moment 
after  they  had  fodlen  back  over  the  ridge,  they 
were  partially  under  cover,  and  here  the  sharp- 
shooters were  able  to  keep  the  rebel  heaas 
down  long  enough  to  allow  portions  of  our  lines 
to  protect  themselves  with  improvised  parapets, 
which  they  held  all  day. 

His  explanation  is  the  more  needed,  because 
I  am  about  to  narrate  an  incident  which  will 
make  a  draft  on  the  faith  of  the  reader  even 
greater  than  did  the  assertion  that  portions  of 
onr  lines  held  their  position  vnthin  fifty  yards 
of  the  rebel  works— and  that  is,  that  one  portion 
of  our  line  retained  all  day  a  position  wiUiin  fif- 
teen yards  of  the  rebel  works.  This  heroic  band 
was  tlie  brigade  of  Colonel  McKean,  a  brigade 
ef  Gibbon's  division  of  Hancock's  corps,  and 
nnmbering  about  eight  hundred  men.  The  con- 
duct of  these  eight  hundred  is  as  splendid  a 
stroke  of  heroism  as  ever  lit  up  the  story  of 
"the  glory  we  call  Greece  and  the  grandeur  we 
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call  Rome."  Through  the  live-long  day  these 
men  held  their  line,  within  fifteen  yards  of  the 
enemy,  and  all  his  force  could  not  dislodge 
them.  Repeatedlv  during  the  day  the  rebds 
formed  double  columns  of  attack,  to  come  over 
the  works  and  assail  them,  and  the  officers 
could  be  heard  encouraging  their  troops  by 
telling  them  **  there  are  only  four  or  five  hun- 
dred of  them— come  on."  But  the  moment  the 
rebels  showed  themselves  above  their  parapet, 
a  line  of  fire  flashed  out  from  behind  the 
earthen  mound  where  those  eight  hundred 
heroes  stood  in  a  new  Thermopylse,  and  many 
a  rebel  threw  up  his  arms  and  fell  prone  under 
their  swift  avenging  bullets. 

The  sequel  of  this  bit  of  history  is  curious 
as  the  deed  itself ;  for  while  the  rebels  dared 
not  venture  out  to  assail  McKean's  men,  neither 
could  he  nor  his  command  recede  from  die 
perilous  position.  He  could  not  get  back  to  us ; 
we  could  not  go  forward  to  him.  In  this 
dilemma  the  ingenious  device  was  hit  upon  of 
running  a  ^  sap,"  or  zig-zag  trench,  up  from  our 
line  to  nis.  In  this  way  a  working  party  were 
able  to  dig  their  way  up  to  where  they  lay, 
bedimed  with  powder  and  worn  down  wifli 
fatigue,  and  a  few  hours  ago  they  were  brought 
safely  away.  "  All  that  were  left  of  them,  left 
of  eight  hundred  I"  But  McKean,  their  gallant 
leader,  he  came  not  away  alive.  Since  eleven 
in  the  morning  be  had  lain  behind  the  bulwark 
his  valor  defended — a  corpse. 

While  standing  up  preparing  to  resist  a  rebel 
assault,  he  feU,  pierced  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharp- 
shooter, and  after  living  for  an  hour  or  two  in 
an  agonizing  death-in-ufe,  begging  his  stafif 
officers  to  put  an  end  to  his  misery,  his  heroic 
soul  forsook  the  turmoil  of  this  weary,  warring 
world. 

There  were  other  scenes  along  those  lines, 
drawn  so  close  up  to  the  enemy,  not  so  grave, 
and  others  of  a  grim  kind  of  jollity.  For  ex- 
ample, a  man  would  sing  out  from  behind  our 
breastworks  the  signal  of  attack,  "  Forward, 
guide  centre,"  whereupon  the  rebels,  plainly 
hearing  all  that  we  said,  would  start  up  from 
behind  their  parapet,  and  our  men,  just  peering 
above  their  pits  and  "  drawing  a  bead"  on  the 
uprising  rebels,  would  bring  many  a  one  down 
with  a  oloody  gift,  despatched  with  unerring 
aim.  Or  again,  one  of  the  rebels  calling  a  par- 
ley, would  cry  out:  *^ Yanks,  aint  it  about 
your  time  to  cook  coffee?"  "Yes,"  r^plie8 
Yank.  ''Then,"  rejoins  Mr.  Rebel, "  if  you  won't 
shoot  while  I  make  my  johnny-cake,  I  won't 
shoot  while  you  make  your  cofifee."  Where- 
upon the  culinary  truce  was  observed  with 
scrupulous  fidelity.  It  is  in  such  ways  that 
grim-visaged  war,  of  a  time,  smooths  his 
wrinkled  face. 

The  hours  of  afternoon  passed  away  with 
DO  more  of  action  than  is  indicated  in  the  pre- 
vious recital ;  five  o'clock,  the  favorite  rebel 
hour  of  attack,  had  gone  by,  and  it  seemed  that 
the  war-work  of  the  day  was  over.  Toward 
sunset  the  writer  rode  up  to  Hancock's  front, 
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to  learn  closer  at  hand  the  details  of  the  morn- 
ing attack  at  this  point  (But  a  parenthesis 
here;  *Tide"  is  hardly  the  word  to  indicate 
the  mode  of  aoproach  to  these  hot  fronts.  He 
who  ventured  up  was  speedily  admonished 
by  whizzing  missiles  from  sharp-eyed  rebel 
iircdUeurs  of  the  prudence  of  dismounting  and 
making  his  way  up  as  modestly  as  might  be, 
whether  on  foot,  or  still  better,  crawling  on  all 
fours.)  It  must  have  been  nearly  eight  o'clock, 
for  a  long  Virginia  twilight  was  fading  clean 
out,  when  from  behind  the  rebel  works  words 
of  command  were  audible,  indicating  an  inten- 
tion of  immediate  attack.  In  a  moment  the 
rebel  h'ne  of  battle  emerged,  and  came  down 
with  a  fierce  yell  on  the  uront  of  Barlow's  and 
Gibbon's  divisions,  and  the  left  of  Wright's 
corps.  It  was  these  very  troops  that  in  the 
morning  had  gone  up  through  the  inferno  of 
rebel  me,  and  stormed  and  carried,  for  a  time, 
their  works,  and  it  was  with  a  savage  joy  they 
saw  the  moment  come  to  pay  the  rebels  back. 
It  will  give  you  a  conception  of  the  fearful  odds 
at  which  this  array  works  in  these  constant  de- 
mands imposed  upon  it,  of  assanlting  the  enem/s 
works,  when  I  say  that  in  the  few  opportunities 
the  rebels  have  given  us  of  receiving  their  at- 
tack on  our  works,  each  man  feels  himself  equal 
to  three,  and  never  asks  any  better  than  Uiat 
the  rebels  should  just  come  on.  Our  men  had 
now  this  sweet  revenge.  Though  twilieht  had 
deepened  into  night,  the  approaching  rebel  line 
defined  itself  shsurply  athwart  the  horizon,  as  it 
came  over  the  crest,  and  as  it  did  so,  it  was 
met  bv  volley  after  volley  of  musketry,  and  a 
well-directed  artillery  fire,  under  which  it  shook 
and  staggered,  but  closing  up  the  gaps,  still 
rushed  torwara.  Portions  of  the  Une  got  up  to 
our  works,  and  at  places  the  flash  of  the  rebel 
rifles  came  over  our  parapets.  A  few  even  got 
upon  our  breastworks ;  but  they  either  fell  dead 
on  the  outside,  or  were  dragged  inside  as  pris- 
oners. Some  of  these  have  just  been  brought 
into  General  Hancock's  tent  They  prove  to  be 
North  Carolinians;  say  tiiey  are  Beauregard's 
troops ;  that  they  were  last  at  battle  of  Olustee, 
Flonda,  and  that  they  were  brought  up  to  Liee's 
army  but  a  few  days  a^o.  This  is  an  additional 
proof  of  a  fact  of  which  we  have  just  had  much 
evidence;  that  is,  that  Lee  has  to-day  been 
fighting  his  reinforcements.  We  have  taken 
t^ay  men  from  Breckinridge^  command,  from 
Buckner's,  from  Beauregard,  from  North  G^o- 
lina,  from  the  defences  of  Savannah.  And  that, 
somehow  or  other,  and  in  spite  of  the  supposed 
depletion  of  the  rebel  army,  Lee  has  been  able 
to  eet  together  a  still  formidable  force,  we  have 
to-day  had  the  evidence  of  demonstration. 
Everywhere  he  has  shown  a  development  of 
line  equal  to  our  own,  and  though  we  have 
made  the  mostviforons  eflforts  ful  along  his 
front  to  break  through,  we  have  nowhere 
Bucceeded. 

The  repulse  of  the  rebels  in  their  night  at- 
fackf  both  on  the  fr*ont  of  Hancock  and  of 


Wright,  was  mosf  complete,  and  whatever  wy 
have  been  the  purpose  of  Lee  in  this  bcU 
stroke  it  was  signally  foiled. 

Ogu»  HmoB,  JoM  4,  IM. 

Thwe  has  been  a  constant  fire  along  the  liiMt 
all  day.  The  skirmishers  are  so  close  that  ths 
losses  on  both  sides  are  many.  The  Sorgeon- 
in-Chief  of  the  Sixth  corps  informed  me  that 
they  had  averaged  six  wounded  an  hour— about 
two  hundred  during  the  twenty-four  hoim. 
Probably  the^econd  and  Eighteenth  have  lost 
quite  as  manv.  The  enemy  have  retired  in  ptri 
from  our  right,  and  the  losses  in  the  Fifth  and 
Ninth  are  less. 

The  breastworks  and  trenches  are  in  some 
places  not  more  than  two  hundred  feet  apart, 
so  determinedly  have  we  pressed  upon  the 
enemy — advancing  our  works  a  few  paces  every 
night  We  have  a  half  dozen  lines  of  breast- 
works. If  we  should  be  driven  from  the  firont 
one.  there  are  still  several  others  from  which  we 
could  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  men  take  their 
places  at  midnight,  where  they  must  stay  till, 
under  the  cover  of  darkness,  they  can  be  re- 
lieved. There  they  sitr— crouched,  oamped. 
To  raise  their  heads  above  the  parapet  is  cer- 
tain death.  And  so  along  the  rebel  lines  there 
are  loop-holes  where  keen-eyed  men  watch  for 
the  enemy.  The  soldiers  on  both  sides  delight 
to  draw  die  fire  of  their  opponents.  They  raise 
their  hats  a  trifle — whiz — whiz — whiz — the  bal- 
lets go  around,  or  may  be  through  it  The  ob- 
stinacy of  the  rebels  is  matched  by  the  peraiflt- 
ence  of  our  own  men.  It  is  not  often  in  field 
operations — not  siege — that  opposing  forces 
come  in  such  dose  contact 

The  foreign  jpapers  are  full  of  the  war  in  Den- 
mark— a  war  m  which,  in  the  greatest  battle 
fought,  ihe  loss  was  less  than  a  thousand  men 
placed  hors  de  cambaU  How  littie  the  world 
knows  of  the  magnitude  of  our  own  war  I  How 
little  we  ourselves  know  of  it  1  Oar  skirmishes, 
even,  of  which  we  hardly^iLke  notice,  ore  of 
greater  moment  than  the  battles,  the  accoanti 
of  which  fill  the  foreign  newspapers. 

There  was  a  slow  cannonade  in  the  momiiig, 
which  gradually  died  away;  but  the  infantry 
took  it  up,  and  so  the  Sabbath  hours  have  been 
far  from  peacefUL 

At  stmset,  there  was  the  booming  of  distant 
cannon— heavy  guns  to  the  left  in  Richmond 
— whether  fh>m  the  gunboats,  or  from  ike  rebel 
artillery  in  tiie  defences,  repulsing  Sheridan, 
who  has  gone  in  that  direction,  we  have  do 
knowledge. 

8:30  P.  M^ — ^The  sun  has  gone  down,  and  the 
darkness  is  stealing  on.  It  is  the  usutl  hour 
for  the  ripple  of  musketry  along  the  lines,  and 
several  nights  we  have  had  it— the  rebels  ohoos* 
ine  it  for  attacking  our  advanced  force. 

We  have  had  occasional  shots  from  the  artit 
lery.  There  is  one  piece  which  hurls  its  MBt 
far  over  our  Imes  toward  headquarters.  Other 
than  this,  there  ib  bat  little  to  bxrnk  the  sileooe. 
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The  skinnishen  Blonf;  the  lines  who  have  been 
firing  through  ±e  day,  seem  to  be  weary.  Bat 
it  18  the  cakn  before  the  storm. 

There  it  comes — one,  two,  tfaree--a  dozen,  a 
hundred  shots — a  roU,  deep,  heavy,  prolonged, 
Ike  the  rush  of  a  mighty  torrent  suddenly  let 
loose.  How  it  deepens  I  It  is  like  the  ripping 
of  the  ihower,  swinging  his  scythe  in  ripened 
gran,  dried  and  scorched  by  summer  heat  The 
^reat  Reaper  is  out  there  upon  that  field,  stalk- 
ing unseen  between  the  trenches,  walkine  in 
darkness,  bordered  with  lightning  flasnes, 
showering  it  with  leaden  rain,  making  it  the 
Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death !  There  are  the 
cannoo.  Boom,  boom,  boom — five,  ten,  twenty, 
one  hundred  discharges  a  minute  I  A  forest  of 
pines  shuts  out  the  sight,  but  above  the  ever- 
ereen  branches  the  flashes  flame  upon  the  starry 
heavens.  No  artist  can  picture  it,  no  language 
describe  it  It  is  terrific,  yet  erand  and  siiD- 
lime.  It  makes  one  nervous  to  hear  it,  stirs  the 
hk>od,  rouses  and  excites,  to  know  that  the  de- 
fenders of  those  works  are  holding  their  ground. 
You  need  no  telegraphic  despatch  to  assiure 
you  of  the  fact  A  sudden  luU,  after  a  savage 
cry, would  indicate  disaster;  but  there  is  the 
c^,  the  Indian  yell,  not  the  cheer  which  distin- 
goisbes  the  charge  of  the  Union  troops  from 
that  of  the  enemy.  There  is  no  cessation  of  the 
roar.  It  deepens  rather.  The  cry,  which  a 
moment  ago  rose  sharp  and  clear  above  the 
battle-tide  becomes  fisdnter.  There  is  a  per- 
ceptible ebbing  of  the  tide.  It  has  been  at  full 
fiood  a  half  hour.  You  have  been  two  minutes 
reading  this  narrative.  How  little  you  know  of 
thereditv.  I  hear  it,  but  have  little  concep- 
tion of  what  is  taking  place.  I  shall  realize  it 
more  fuUy  in  the  morning,  when  the  ambulances 
come  in  with  the  wounded.  But  to  be  there,  in 
it,  a  part  of  it — ^with  blood  at  fever  heat' — with 
the  air  full  of  strange,  terrifying  noises — ^hiss- 
ings, screechings,  bowlings  of  balls,  bullets, 
and  droning  explosions--all  darkness,  except- 
ing the  blinding  flashes  and  sheets  of  flame  I 
The  altar  of  our  country  drips  with  blood.  It 
is  a  Sabbath  evening  sacrifice,  pure  and  pre- 
cious, freely  offered.  Fathers  and  mothers 
have  given  the  firstlings  of  their  flocks,  with 
thanks  that  tbey  had  them  to  give ;  they  have 
^ven  the  beet,  they  have  given  alL  Patriotism 
is  not  dead. 

Oou>  Habbob,  Joba  6— Night 
Our  men  lie  in  the  &ce  of  an  active  and  wily 
enemy,  ready  at  any  moment  to  avail  himself  of 
our  slightest  relaxation  of  vigilance.  He  may 
attempt  a  surprise  at  any  moment,  and  on  any 
portion  of  our  line,  and  the  vigilance  of  our 
men  is  therefore  kept  constantly  at  its  utmost 
tension.  The  report  of  a  musket,  a  low  voice 
or  ^iiroer,  the  sound  of  a  footstep,  the  break- 
ing of  Duahes,  is  heard  in  front  of  some  point 
of  our  line ;  for  aught  we  know,  it  may  indicate 
a  stealthy  foe  ad  vicing,  silent^and  cautious,  to 
ttta(±  us ;  and  the  possible  danger  is  greeted 
vith  an  instaiiianeoua  volley. 


For  this  reason  it  is  difficult  at  night  to  form 
any  judgment  of  events  by  the  amount  of  noise 
made.  To-night,  however,  the  firing  was  so  se- 
vere, and  kept  up  so  long,  as  very  naturaUy  to 
produce  the  impression  that  the  enemy  was 
making  a  most  desperate  a^d  determined  as- 
sault on  our  left  wing.  Inquiry  subsequently 
elicited  that  although  an  attack  had  been  made, 
its  magnitude  was  slight  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  powder  exploded  and  the  clamor 
made. 

The  firing  was  chiefly  along  the  front  of  Gib- 
bon's division  of  the  Second  corps,  and  Russell's 
division  of  the  Sixth.  Of  the  former  division, 
the  Second  brigade,  General  Owen,  and  the 
First  brigade,  Colonel  Ramsay,  report  that  the 
enemy  fired  from  their  rifle-pits,  the  object  being 
to  stop  our  working  parties  on  the  intrench- 
ments ;  but  the  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Smith, 
report  that  in  their  front  the  rebels  actually  ap- 
proached our  works,  crawline  on  their  hanas 
and  knees  almost  up  to  our  front  breastwork. 
They  were,  however,  glad  to  retire  again  to  the 
cover  of  their  own  works  as  soon  as  our  men 
opened  fire;  but  if  they  were  out  in  line  of 
battle,  as  it  is  said  they  were  at  this  point,  they 
must  have  left  many  dead  and  wounded  behind 
them. 

At  other  parts  of  the  line  it  was  merely  an 
exchange  of  volleys  and  artillery  fire  between 
the  opposing  works.  Shells  and  even  bullets 
came  far  to  the  rear  of  our  lines  of  battle,  and 
the  headquarters  of  General  Hancock  was  ex- 
posed for  a  time  to  a  very  heavy  fire.  •Captain 
McEwen,  of  Greneral  Hancock's  staff,  had  his  leg 
struck  by  a  shell  while  standing  in  front  of  his 
own  tent  The  wound  is  such  as  to  render  am- 
putation necessary.  With  this  exception  our 
casualties  are  supposed  to  have  been  insignifi- 
cant The  duration  of  the  fire  was  about  forty- 
five  minutes. 

The  body  of  Colonel  McKean.  Eiajhty-first 
Pennsylvania,  was  this  morning  brought  off  the 
field  and  sent  to  a  hospital  for  embalment,  then 
to  be  forwarded  North  at  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity. Major  Hancock,  Assistant  Adjuta[nt-Gen- 
end  of  General  Barlow's  division,  at  considera- 
ble risk  of  his  own  life,  went  out  to  the  body 
while  it  Isdd  under  the  rebel  fire,  but  ascertain- 
ing that  life  was  extinct,  brought  away  such 
papers  and  other  articles  as  were  on  his  person, 
to  forward  home  to  his  family. 

It  was  difficult  to  get  Colonel  Porter's  body 
inside  the  works,  owing  to  the  vigilant  atten- 
tion of  rebel  sharpshooters,  but  with  the  aid  of 
a  rope  it  was  accomplished. 

I  heard  to-night  an  incident  worth  relating  in 
connection  with  the  rebel  assault  of  two  nights 
ago.  About  thirtv  rebels,  somewhat  more  dar- 
ing than  their  fellows,  crawled  on  hands  and 
knees  up  to  our  breastworks  on  a  part  of  Gene- 
ral Barlow's  front  On  coming  up  they  met 
with  n<f  resistance  from  our  men,  tne  latter,  on 
the  contrary,  lending  a  helping  hand  to  each 
rebel  who  came  in  their  way,  by  seiziiu;  him 
by  the  collar  and  bringing  him  over  heoa  (ore- 
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most  into  their  rifle-pits,  where,  of  course,  he 
found  himself  a  prisoner. 

«  MovDAT,  Jane  6-4  i.  x. 

No  battle  yesterday,  but  constant  firing  across 
from  one  line  of  ^orks  to  the  other  as  soon  as 
any  portion  of  a  man*s  body  could  be  seen. 
The  casualties  during  the  day,  all  from  sharp- 
shooters and  intermittent  artillery,  arie  not  less 
than  four  hundred.  To  these  must  be  added 
between  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  during 
the  night 

A  little  after  eight  o'clock  a  furious  blast 
rang  a  fierce,  discordant  metre  from  ^e  left, 
where  lay  Hancock's  corps.  Judgbg  by  the 
powder  burned,  it  was  more  than  a  usually  des- 
perate night  assault  Soon  the  following  de- 
spatch is  received : 

Half-past  Eight  o'clock,  p.  m. — ^They  at  first 
attacked  Wright,  but  are  now  rushing  down 
upon  me.    Apparently  no  damage. 

Hanoook. 

Tremendous  discharges  of  musketry,  and  the 
awful  blasts  of  cohom  mortars  continued  fif- 
teen or  twenty  minutes  loneer,  and  then  like  a 
tornado  breaking  into  fitful  squalls  and  then 
clearing  into  fine  weather,  this  tempest  of  war 
broke  into  detached  volleys,  and  finally  ceased 
altogether. 

It  seems  to  have  been  brought  on  by  the 
enemy,  as  is  always  the  case  with  these  night 
afiairs.  'He  discovered  men  planting  fascines 
for  a  new  line,  and  at  once  assaulted  to  stop  the 
work,  whereupon  both  sides  opened  fire  right 
and  left  The  assault  was  repulsed  eamly 
enough,  but  neither  party  seemed  inclined  to 
first  stop  firing,  hence  itfi  duration. 

An  hour  later  the  Eighteenth  corps  made 
some  lively  shooting,  but  there  was  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  an  attack. 

During  the  night  the  Fifth  corps,  Warren's, 
has  been  withdrawn  from  the  right,  and  march- 
ed around  to  the  extreme  left  There  will  be 
other  changes  of  position  to-night 

From  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  the  third, 
it  is  learned  that  ex-South  Carolina  Congress- 
man Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  was  mortally  wounded 
on  Wednesday,  and  died  the  next  day.  Also 
that  Greneral  Doles,  commanding  a  division  of 
Swell's  corps,  was  killed  on  Thuraday,  opposite 
Bartlett's  brigade.  Fifth  corns. 

The  Richmond  and  York  river  railroad  is 
being  rebuilt — that  part  of  it  which  we  most 
need.  The  first  ten  miles  from  White  House 
wiU  require  but  few  repairs.  Quite  distant  and 
heavy  cannonading  yesterday  afternoon  and 
evening  from  lower  down  the  Chickahominy, 
indicates  that  the  cavalry  is  operating  in  tihat 
quarter.  I  suspect  Sheridan  has  been  told  to 
take  and  hold  the  bridge  till  a  corps  of  infantry 
can  be  sent  there.  * 

Reinforcements  continue  to  arrive.  The 
slightly  woimded  of  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness  are   beginning    to    return.    DaUy   m^ 


communication  has  been  established  witii 
Washington,  under  the  efficient  supervision  of 
Colomel  Markland,  special  agent  of  the  Post 
Office  Department 

The  First  and  Fourth  divisions  of  tlie  Fifth 
corps  reached  here  this  morning.  It  was  tiiree 
o'clock  A.  M.  when  the  men  b^an  the  mardu 
When  day  dawned,  the  rebels  oo  the  south 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  observed  the  movinz 
column,  and  opened  on  it  with  two  ^^ups  m 
very  heavy  calibre.  Several  men  were  mjored 
whUe  marching  in  the  ranks. 

Colonel  Homnan's  brigade,  of  the  Fourth 
division,  immediately  took  possession  of  this 
side  of  the  railroad  bridge.  A  barricade  was 
thrown  across  the  railroad  about  half  a  mile 
below  this  station.  Between  us  and  the  rtebeli 
flows  the  Chickahominy,  a  sinuous,  sluggish 
stream,  bounded  on  either  side  by  jungles  ^d 
morasses,  from  which  is  continually  arisiDg 
unwholesome  dampness,  and  noxious  vapon. 
At  this  point  the  stream  is  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  in  width ;  the  bridge  is  three 
times  as  long. 

All  the  track  is  in  excellent  running  orda. 
A  little  rusty  from  long  disuse,  but  s3l  quite 
complete,  with  switches  and  side-tracks  in  good 
repair.  During  the  afternoon  the  rebels  moont- 
ed  a  heavy  piece  of  ordnance  upon  a  truck,  and 
approached  within  a  short  dustance  of  the 
bridge.  They  thre^  Bome  six-inch  shell  over 
our  men,  which  elicited  considerable  critidsm 
from  those  happen^  to  make  narrow  esca^^es. 

Rifle^its  were  dug,  and  a  long  line  of  fortifi- 
cations begim.  For  a  time  the  skirmishers  were 
friendly,  and  conversed  with  each  other,  across 
the  river.  Before  dark  they  were  using  every 
species  of  finesse  to  cause  each  other  to  expose 
their  bodies  to  be  shot 

Few  of  our  peaceful  readers  imagine  how 
skilful  and  inventive  a  successful  sharpshooter 
must  be  ere  he  enters  the  rifle-pit,  which  may 
prove  his  grave.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  be  an 
excellent  mai^sman.  Your  good  sharpshoota 
is  always  a  fine  strategist  In  front  of  the  Seo> 
ond  corps.  Barlow's  division,  I  believe,  is  a 
rebel  battery.  Our  fortified  skirmish  Ime  is 
within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
meuts.  This  battery  for  some  days  annoyed  us 
exceedingly.  Throughout  the  entire  day  shell 
after  shell  would  be  dropped  among  the  troops 
in  reserve.  Shells  are  noisy  missiles.  They 
seldom  effect  great  damage,  unless  used  upon 
heavy  masses  within  easy  range. 

A  screaming  shell  is  little  more  than  a  moral 
effect  I  have  known  a  brigade  of  infemtry  to 
be  concealed  in  the  woods,  while  the  rebel  shells 
appeared  to  burst  with  wonderful  precision  in 

eir  very  midst  Scarcely  a  man  would  be  hit 
Upon  new  troops  the  effect  is  terrifyiog. 
There  is  no  man,  however  brave  or  oourageoos, 
but  will  wince  and  shrink  wl^en  he  listens,  for 
the  first  time,  to  the  bursting  of  shdls.  One 
soon  gets  accustomed  to  them,  and  an  old  sol- 
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dier  wfl]  calmly  smoke  Ills  abort  pipe  and  spec- 
ulate upon  the  chances  of  one  bursting  in  some 
spot  close  by,  which  he  has  selected. 

One  morning  the  rebels  around  this  battery 
discovered  a  small  lunette  immediately  in  front. 
It  bad  grown  up  in  a  single  night.  Twenty 
men  lay  concealea  in  this  small  trench.  They 
were  but  a  few  yards  from  the  dark  muzzles  of 
those  threatening  cannon.  The  rebels  attempt 
to  work  the  guns.  All  efforts  are  futile.  When 
a  rebel  shows  his  head  a  small  let  of  white 
smoke  curls  slowly  above  the  small  semi-circle 
where  our  men  are  concealed.  The  rebel  falls. 
In  this  way  we  render  the  once  formidable  bat- 
tery useless.  During  the  day  it  is  quiet;  at 
night  they  use  it  freely. 

All  the  old  dodges  are  used  freely  practised. 
A  man  puts  his  hat  on  the  end  of  a  ramrod,  and 
holds  it  above  the  pit.  In  a  trice  it  is  pierced 
with  a  dozen  bullets.  Another  exposes  his  own 
person  slightly,  ih&t  an  associate  may  get  a 
**  single  fair  pop  at  a  rebel."  Great  quantities 
of  powder  and  lead  are  thrown  away.  About 
smiset  every  night,  both  sides  endeavor  to 
posh  out  their  respective  skirmish  lines.  It 
frequently  happens  that  both  sides  open  with 
cannon  and  musketry,  and  keep  up  a  continual 
nproar  for  half  an  hour. 

Already  there  have  been  two  such  occur- 
rences, which,  to  those  not  upon  the  spot, 
would  assume  the  magnitude  of  a  fearful  night 
attack.  Barlow's  and  Gibbon's  divisions,  of  the 
8ec<md  corps,  are  so  near  the  eneimr,  great  pre- 
cautions are  necessary  to  "ward  off  a  collision. 
Two  nights  ago  there  was  a  savage  rattle  of 
musketry  and  showers  of  grape  and  canister 
exchanged.  Every  one  thought  a  bloody  battle 
bad  been  fought.  Next  morning  I  discovered 
that  scarcely  a  dozen  men  had  been  struck. 

Bottom's  bridge  is  not  quite  two  miles  from 
here.  The  rebels  had  cut  the  supporting  tim- 
bers, but  were  driven  away  before  they  could 
complete  their  work  of  destruction  upon  the 
timbers  of  liie  bridge. 

A  train  of  cars  came  to  the  station  to-day 
from  the  White  House.  Near  the  river  is  a 
large  saw-mill.  A  large  quantity  of  lumber  was 
here.  It  was  loaded  on  the  cars  and  carried 
oflL 

The  cavalry  have  gone  on  another  raid. 
Whatever  they  undertake  to  do  will  be  well 
done. 

June  9th,  1864. — There  is  nothing  especially 
interesting  to  report  to-day.  On  a  part  of  the 
Hne  picket  firing  has  been  kept  up  all  day, 
while  at  other  points  it  would  seem  as  if  by  a 
mutual  agreement  this  practice  had  ceased. 
Ust  evening  a  battery  in  Bimev's  division 
opened  on  a  house  on  our  left,  whicn,  according 
to  t  deserter  who  came  in,  was  occupied  by 
General  Wilcox.  Three  shells  went  through  it, 
causing  the  occupants  to  leave  rather  hastily. 
The  fire  was  retunied  with  very  good  aim,  but 
without  loss  to  us.  The  deserter  says  that 
B^uregard's  troops  are  posted  from  Bottom's 
liridge  all  the  way  to  the  James  lUver,  watch- 


ing for  the  appearance  of  our  army  in  that  di- 
rection. 

June  10,  p.  M. — ^The  enemy  are  busy  throwing 
up  fortifications  in  the  vicinity  of  Summer^ 
and  Bottom's  bridge.  The  spires  of  Richmond 
are  in  view  from  the  signal  stations  at  iliese 
points,  and  their  wagon  trains  can  be  seen  mov- 
ing within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  city, 
where  the  road  for  a  short  distance  is  visible. 
Very  little  firing  has  taken  place  to-day.  No 
change  in  position  has  been  made  within  the 
past  two  days.  Last  evening  as  Colonel  McAl- 
lister, of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  volunteers, 
was  riding  along  the  line  he  was  fired  at  bv  a 
rebel  sharpshooter,  notwithstanding  there  had 
been  a  tacit  agreement  that  no  picket  firing 
should  take  place.  The  ball  passed  across  the 
Colonel's  breast  and  entered  the  head  of  his 
orderly,  who  was  riding  with  him.  The  entire 
command  was  at  once  put  under  arms  expecting 
an  attack,  but  nothing  further  occurred. 

June  11,  p.  M. — Our  lines  are  scarcely  nearer 
the  enemy  than  was  their  position  in  the  case 
of  the  battle  of  Friday,  more  than  a  week  ago. 
The  troops  on  both  sides,  each  behind  their  in- 
trenchments,  have  kept  up  a  desultory  but  use- 
less fire,  just  sufficient  to  make  it  apparent  that 
the  respective  works  were  not  vacant.  Both 
armies,  in  fact,  have  been  enjoying  the  repose 
which  was  needed  after  the  hard  fighting  and 
rapid  marching  of  the  three  weeks'  campaign- 
ing from  the  banks  of  the  Rapidan. 

To-day  the  silence  is  even  more  marked  than 
before.  The  sound  of  a  musket  has  scarcely 
been  heard  along  the  entire  line.  A  few  blurts 
of  artiUery,  and  the  explosion  of  a  shell  or  two 
over  the  trees,  about  the  centre  of  the  line,  have 
been  the  only  reminders  this  afternoon  of  the 
enemy's  presence. 

From  present  indications  it  is  not  likely  that 
there  will  be  fighting  for  several  days  to  come ; 
but  a  storm  is  brewing,  and  may  burst  in  a 
quarter  least  expected  by  the  enemy.  It  is  not 
proper  at  this  time  to  say  precisely  how  Gene- 
ral Grant  will  attempt  to  aiscomfit  the  enemy. 
Yesterday  a  general  order  was  issued  by  Gene- 
ral Meade  forbidding  unauthorized  communicar 
tion  with  the  enemy.  The  men  on  both  sides 
have  been  holding  intercourse  with  each  other, 
for  the  interchange  of  newspapers  and  the  bar- 
ter of  coffee  and  tobacco.  In  this  way  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  was  likely  to  result,  as  informa- 
tion of  vital  importance  is  always  apt  to  leak 
out  The  opposing  lines  of  rifle-pits,  it  must  be 
borne  iu'  mind,  are  not  one  hundred  3rards  dis- 
tant, and  in  some  parts  of  the  line  much  closer. 
For  any  portion  of  the  body  to  be  exposed  the 
penalty  is  certain  wounding,  if  not  death,  but 
the  men  are  utterly  weary  with  loading  and 
firing.  They  have  kept  up  this  skirmishing  for 
days,  and  no  visible  aa vantage  has  been  gained 
by  either  side. 

The  fire  gradually  slackens.  Officers  become 
careless  about  urging  the  men  to  their  work. 
A  magnetic  spell  influences  with  equal  power 
our  own  men  and  their  mortal  enemies.    It  is 
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very  carious  that  the  combatantB  are  entirely 
hidden  from  each  other's  sight 

The  last  shot  is  fired,  and  the  luD  in  the  bat- 
tle-storm is  perfect.  Adventoroos  spirits  on  both 
sides  cantiously  raise  their  heads  above  the 
earthworks.  **  How  are  yon,  Johnny  ?**  "  How 
are  yon  Yank  ?**  are  ihe  questions  usually  ban- 
died. "Won't  you  shoot?"  says  one.  "No," 
says  the  other.  "  Well,  we  wont,"  chime  in  all ; 
and  immediately  the  parapets  are  swarmed  with 
men  who  have  been  concealed  behind  them. 
Out  jump  the  fellows  from  the  rifle-pits,  and 
putting  down  their  guns,  stretch  their  cramped 
forms  upon  the  grass.  Sharpshooters  coverdy 
slide  down  from  their  perches  in  the  trees,  and 
loll  about  in  utter  absuidon.  Trade  is  quickly 
opened,  and  all  sorts  of  commodities  are  ez- 
cnanged.  The  men  have  keen  pleasure  in 
their  singular  anmstioe,  bantering  each  other 
sharply,  and  never  overstepping  the  half-way 
line  which  separates  their  respective  fortifica- 
tions. Suddenly  the  cry  is  raised,  "  Run  back, 
Johnnys,"  or  "  Run  back,  Yank,"  just  as  it  hap- 
pens to  be,  "  we're  going  to  shoot,"  and  the  hos- 
tilities begin  again. 

It  is  alwavs  understood,  however,  that  the 
first  shot  shall  be  aimed  high,  and  the  veriest 
pawdler  gets  bcusk  to  shelter  safely. 

While  this  fraternal  scene  is  being  enact- 
on  one  part  of  the  line,  the  battle  rages 
hot  at  other  portions  of  the  extended  front, 
which  measures  by  miles.  Was  ever  such 
strange  warfare  known  before?  It  is  easy 
enough  to  see,  however,  that  these  anomalous 
episodes  may  be  abused.  The  rebels  avaQed 
themselves  of  such  a  truce  the  other  day  to 
strengthen  a  battery,  which  had  been  reduced 
to  silence,  and  had  kept  still  for  nearly  a  week. 
The  work,  consequently,  has  had  to  be  done 
over  again.  I  have  seen  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  lately.  Their  appearance  utterly  re- 
futes the  current  stories  tlmt  the  rebel  army  is  in 
a  destitute  and  starving  condition.  It  is  simply 
idle  to  talk  about  starving  the  army  into  submis- 
sion. The  rebel  soldiers,  as  a  general  thing,  are 
stout,  strong,  and  the  very  picture  of  health.  It  is 
insulting  to  our  brave  men  that  statements,  so 
industriously  circulated  respecting  the  feeble- 
ness and  lack  of  power  of  endurance  of  the 
Southern  soldiers,  should  be  believed.  The  ra- 
tions of  the  rebel  troops  may  not  be  in  as  great 
variety  as  those  furnished  our  men,  but  they 
have  proved  to  be  fully  as  nutritious.  This 
fact  cannot  be  gainsaid. 

J<mmf  Bbdw,  VnmnA,  Juno  18, 1864. 

By  the  left  flank,  once  more  I  Our  army  has 
been  crossing  here  quietly  for  some  hours.  Our 
wounded  and  sick  were  im  sent  to  White  House 
yesterd^.  Such  of  our  troops  as  could  be 
moved  from  the  front,  started  yesterday  fSun- 
day)  morning.  Our  wagon  trains  had.  oeen 
p^Mcked  the  previous  day,  ready  for  the  move. 
These  preparatory  movements  always  occupy  a 
day  or  two,  when  the  enemy  are  on  our  front, 
and  it  was  not  untU  last  night  that  the  comple- 


tion of  these  preliminaries  gave  the  s^ml  lor 
the  troops  to  fall  in  for  another  move. 

A  portion  of  the  Eighteenth  corps  and  some 
other  troops  were  first  withdrawn  and  moved 
to  the  rear.  During  the  night  the  rest  vere 
quietly  withdrawn.  It  is  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult tasks  to  withdraw  from  the  frxmt  of  a 
enemy  strongly  intrenched,  with  lines  of  battle 
as  close  as  mey  were,  in  position,  just  to  die 
left.  Our  withdrawal  was  effected  so  quietfyas 
not  to  arouse  their  suspicion,  and  here  we 
are  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  a  fuD  and  long 
day's  mar^  from  Mechanicsville.  Where  ve 
go  we  know  not 

All  have  learned  to  follow  General  Otant 
wherever  he  leads,  and  no  questions  asked.  We 
crossed  in  two  colums.  our  right  here  at  I/mg 
bridge,  and  our  left  lower  down  at  Jones'  bridge. 
The  headquarters'  trains  left  Gold  Harl>or  on 
Sunday  at  three  a.  m.,  and  are  now  encamped 
here.  Our  next  march  is  to  bring  us  to  Jamei 
river.  So  closely  have  we  pressed  the  enemj 
in  our  front  for  several  davs,  that  they  were 
unable  to  send  off  sufficient  forces  to  hold  these 
fords,  and  as  we  have  a  sh(»ter  line  by  twenty 
miles  than  anything  they  can  take  to  readi  our 
rear,  we  feel  very  secure  in  our  position.  White 
Oak  swamp  now  protects  our  right  wing,  aod 
ihe  Chickanominy  in  a  few  hours  will  cover  our 
rear. 

The  Richmond  Despatch  of  Saturday,  Jaoe 
eleventh,  mentions  a  rumor  brought  into  the 
city  of  Wade  Hampton's  having  had  a  sharp  fight 
with  Sheridan's  cavalry,  west  of  Richmond,  i 
where  the  Yankees  were  endeavoring  to  readi  I 
the  canal  locks  on  James  river.  It  daims  that 
that  they  had  obtained  some  success,  but  does 
not  seem  to  attach  much  importance  to  the 
statement 

THE  ADVANCE  ON  FEIIRSBUB6. 

Iv  m  rteu>,  Satordiv,  /om  IL 

The  Second  oavahy  brigade.  General  Kautz's 
division.  Colonel  S.  P.  Spear  commanding, 
crossed  the  Appomattox  river  on  pontoon 
bridges  during  the  night  of  the  eighth  instant 
The  whole  division  (ezoepting  a  part  of  the  first 
brigade,  Golond  Mix),  was  across  by  haif-paet 
four  on  the  momine  of  the  ninth,  and  at  once 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of 
Petersburg. 

About  six  o*olock  our  advance  met  and 
charged  the  enemy's  pickets,  capturing  iom  of 
them,  two  of  whom  were  mortally  woimded, 
and  have  since  died.  Gaptaiu  Reynolds,  with 
one  squadron  of  the  Elevendi  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  was  ordered  to  charge  about  one  hon- 
dred  of  their  cavalry,  with  drawn  sabres,  which 
he  did  in  gallant  style.  The  rebels  could  not 
see  the  necessity  of  remaining  in  front  of  the 
Captain's  brave  boys,  to  become  martyrs  to  coW 
steel,  consequently  they  changed  base  to  the 
rear  in  double-quick,  and  made  the  woods  thdr 
next  base  of  operations.  After  having  driten 
the  rebels  into  the  woods,  the  head  of  the 
column  was  tamed  to  the  left^  atid  proceeded 
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on  the  road  leading  to  the  Petersburg  plank- 
roiul. 

When  within  three  miles  of  the  plank-road 
tiie  advance  was  again  fired  on  by  the  enemy  ; 
tiie  Eleven^  Pennsylvania  cavalry  was  at  once 
diBmoonted,  and  skirmished  tlie  woods  to  the 
front,  while  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  skirmished 
to  the  right  and  left  They  had  not  gone  more 
Aan  fifty  yards  when  the  enemy  opened  on  the 
Fifth  skirmishers  with  two  howitzers,  from  a 
redoubt  The  Fifth  immediately  charged  their 
works,  driving  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Denin,  of  Virginia,  and  the  cannon  from 
tiieir  camp  and  works,  leaving,  in  their  precipi- 
tate flight,  all  their  horse  equipments,  and  a 
large  lot  of  new  clothing  and  arms.  We  had 
DO  means  of  removing  our  o^tured  property, 
lod  they  were  consequently  committed  to  the 
fames,  and  so  perished  Colonel  Denin's  camp, 
with  all  surplus  baggage  he  mav  have  had  on 
hapd,  under  the  yery  noses  of  his  boasted 
chivalry. 

General  Wise  was  in  command  of  a  line  of  rano- 
parts  in  the  rear  of  those  we  had  just  captured, 
and  the  retreating  rebels  took  refuge  in  them. 
Wise  being  in  conunand  accounts  for  their  not 
coming  out  of  their  works  to  fight  us,  for  he  al- 
ways prefers  having  his  miserable  carcass  be- 
hind forts  or  in  a  bed,  as  he  did  at  Roanoke,  to 
having  it  where  there  is  the  slightest  chance 
to  be  the  recipient  of  a  shot  He  may  be  per- 
fectly right,  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  rather 
more  b^thy  behind  forts  than  in  the  open  field. 
After  having  succeeded  in  driving  tnem  into 
their  works,  we  marched  on  in  the  direction  of 
the  plank-rcMtd,  crossed  the  Norfolk  and  Pet^^rs- 
horg  railroad  at  ten  o'clock,  and  reached  the 
pla^-road  at  eleven ;  inarched  up  tlie  road  to 
within  one  mOe  of  Petersburg,  when  the  ad- 
vance came  upon  the  enemy's  works.  A  squad- 
ron of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  was 
at  once  ordered  to  charge  ^e  works  wiUi  drawn 
sabres,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  They 
diarged  to  witiiin  twenty  yards  of  the  works, 
when  the  enemy  opened  upon  them  a  most 
deadly  and  destructive  fire  of  musketry,  com- 
pelHiig  the  squadron  to  fall  back  on  the  main 
column,  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  firing  into 
the  column  as  it  stood  massed  in  the  road. 

The  First  District  of  Columbia  cavalry  (a  de- 
tachment of  the  First  cavalry  brigade,  accom- 
panying the  division),  with  Captains  Loomis's 
and  Bailey's  squadrons  of  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
•vlvania  caval^,  were  gotten  into  position  to 
charge  and  take  the  right  of  the  works.  A  sec- 
tion of  the  Eighth  New  York  Independent  Bat- 
tery, Lieutenant  Peter  Merton  commanding, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Eleventh  regiment, 
were  put  in  position  in  the  centre,  while  the 
Fifth  Pennsylvania  took  position  on  the  left, 
and  in  front  of  a  yery  large  redoubt  The 
charge  was  ordered  simultaneously  on  the  right, 
left,  and  centre,  Lieutenant  Merton  keeping  the 
enemy's  guns  engaged  while  the  cavalry  charged 
the  worlu.  The  Fifth  moved  down  on  the  left, 
gillaotly  led  by  liijor  C  Kleing,  commanding 


the  regiment,  as  steadily  as  though  they  were 
on  dress  parade,  to  within  about  one  hundred 
yards  of  the  redoubt,  when  they  struck  up  that 
demoniac  yell  of  theirs,  which  the  rebels  have 
every  reason  to  so  well  remember,  and  went  at 
full  speed  on  to  the  works.  The  enemy  held 
their  position  nobly,  and  would  not  give  way 
until  our  men  had  cumbed  up  the  embankments, 
and  fired  down  into  them ;  such  work  they 
evidently  did  not  expect  from  cavalry,  and  when 
they  found  our  men  had  actually  gotten  in  their 
works,  they  skedaddled  in  splendid  confusion, 
leaving  everything  behind  thera.  While  tho 
Fifth  was  thus  engaged,  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  were 
doing  their  work  well  on  the  right  and  centre ; 
they,  at  the  same  time  the  FifUi  charged, 
charged  and  carried  the  works  in  front  of  them. 

The  enemy  left  one  twelve-pounder  brass 
gun,  caisson  (chests  full  of  ammunition,  horses, 
namess,  and  everything  connected  with  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery),  in  the  hands  of  ihe  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania cavahy ;  they  also  left  all  their  dead 
and  wounded,  numbering  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  prisoners  in  our  hands.  We  destroyed 
their  tents,  and  all  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  tents  left  for  shel- 
ter for  some  wounded  rebels. 

After  having  accomplished  our  work  efiec- 
tually  at  the  works  just  alluded  to,  the  column 
was  pushed  on  toward  the  city  ^it  then  being 
in  full  sig^t),  Colonel  Spear,  or  old  Spuds,  as 
he  is  familiarly  called  in  the  brigade,  and  his 
stafif,  riding  in  advance  of  the  column  some 
distance.  We  arrived  within  less  than  one  huit- 
dred  yards  of  the  city,  when  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  the  Colonel  and 
staff,  and  at  the  same  time  firing  upon  the  main 
column  frum  a  ^ttery  on  the  ri^ht  flank. 
"Spuds."  however,  with  his  usual  daring, 
charged  directly  on  at  full  speed,  until  he  found 
it  utterly  impossible  to  get  into  town  with  the 
force  he  had  up  with  him  without  a  fearful  sac- 
rifice of  life  ;  consequently  he  wheeled  the  ad- 
vance to  the  left  about  by  fours,  and  marched 
back  about  fifty  yards,  under  cover  of  an  em- 
bankment, and  then  waited  orders  from  the 
General  commanding  division.  The  orders, 
when  received,  were  to  retire  slowly,  as  it  was 
very  evident  the  enemy  had  been  heavily  rein- 
forced from  Beauregard's  forces  out  of  town. 
The  trains  could  be  distinctly  heard  coming 
into  the  city, and  they  were  undoubtedly  loaded 
with  troops.  The  enemy  followed  up  the  rear 
of  the  column  as  we  were  marchine  away,  with 
infantiT,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  for  over  ten 
miles,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  upon  us.  Col- 
onel Spear  and  staff,  with  Captain  Bailey,  of  the 
Eleventh,  remained  in  the  rear  until  all  danger 
was  passed,  and  they  went  to  the  front  and 
brought  the  column  into  camp  about  twelve 
o'clock  the  same  night,  without  further  moles- 
tatioiL 

The  cavalry  of  this  department  have  been 
doing  splendid  service  since  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  and  are  constantly  on  the  move. 
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Our  loss  is  very  slight,  not  exceeding  fifty, 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Among  me  lat- 
ter, I  regret  to  state,  is  Captain  Greorge  D.  Hart, 
of  Company  K,  of  the  Fifth,  a  brave  and  eflS- 
cient  ofiicer. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Greneral  A.  V.  Eautz, 
Colonel  S.  P.  Spear,  and  their  subordinate  offi- 
cers, for  theu:  gallant  attack  upon  the  strongly- 
fortified  city  of  Petersburg. 

THE  CBOSSING  OF  THE  JAMES. 

UsnsD  States  Stxambhif  OvoitDAOA,    \ 
Saius  Ritks,  Ya.  ,  June  18,  1864.  j 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  across  the 
James,  and  the  news  can  no  longer  be  contra- 
band. Those  who  were  permitted  to  see  the 
transition  of  this  army  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  men  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  bank  of  the  James,  will  remember  a 
scene  strange  and  magnificent  beyond  descrip- 
tion, and  which  can  never  be  effaced  from  the 
memory. 

The  army  left  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy, 
and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Charles  City 
Cour^house,  evidently  puzzling  and  surprising 
the  enemy  as  to  the  mtention  of  the  sudden 
movement  from  their  front  The  advance  of 
the  army  arrived  at  the  river  near  Harrison's 
landing — so  familiar  to  us  as  the  place  of  em- 
barkation of  McClellan*s  army  two  years  ago — 
during  the  day  of  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth.  It 
was  contemplated  crossing  the  river  in  this 
vicinity  to  Windmill  Point,  on  the  southern 
bank,  and  also  to  Fort  Powhatan,  about  two 
miles  farther  down  the  river.  The  number, 
however,  was  comparatively  few  who  crossed 
at  the  latter  place,  while  at  Windmill  Point  the 
main  bridge  of  pontoons  was  laid.  It  consisted 
of  some  fifty  broad,  strong  boats,  over  and  upon 
which  the  planking  and  beams,  lashed  together, 
were  laid.  In  the  river,  above  and  below,  and 
at  short  distances  from  the  bridge,  schooners 
were  anchored,  and  from  them  raq  hawsers, 
fastened  to  the  bridge,  steadying  it  and  keep- 
ing it  in  position.  It  was  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  and  probably  one 
of  the  longest  pontoon  bridges  ever  laid.  The 
planking  or  floor  was  two  feet  above  the  water, 
and  was  sufficiently  wide  to  enable  twelve  men 
or  five  horsemen  to  cross  abreast  The  north- 
em  shore  descended  gradually  to  a  slight  eleva- 
tion where  the  land  is  (^uite  level,  and  a  mile  or 
more  beyond  the  river  is  thickly  wooded.  The 
southern  bank  descends  abruptly  to  a  series  of 
hills,  all  of  which  are  heavily  timbered.  From 
Windmill  Point,  to  which  the  southern  side  of 
the  bridge  was  affixed,  a  good  road  ran  directly 
up  and  over  hills  leading  to  Petersburg. 

In  the  early  daylight  of  the  morning  of  Wed- 
nesday, the  nfteenth,  the  crossing  began.  The 
open  plain  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river, 
and  far  back  into  the  woods  and  through  the 

rning,  which,  like  a  large  gateway,  permitted 
column  to  pass,  vras  crowded  with  the  armed 
host  preparing  to  form  in  line.  A  thin  doud  of 
dust  hung  over  the  region  like  a  gossamer  veiL 


The  air  was  still,  and  the  colnmna  of  snaokft 
ascended  from  the  fading  camp-fires,  and  were 
lost  ill  the  blue  ether  aoove.  The  regimentel 
wagons,  in  seemingly  inextricable  confttsioo, 
were  running  hither  and  tiiither ;  the  ambulanoes 
and  Sanitary  Commission  wagons  were  finding 
their  proper  places ;  companies  and  regiments 
were  marching  and  countermarching ;  luitterles 
were  mounting  and  forming  in  line ;  and  cav- 
alry regiments  were  marching  and  wheeling  to 
their  respective  brigades  and  divisions.  The 
broad  plain  was  a  scene  of  strange  activi^, 
wonderful  and  grand.  The  sun  had  not  riseD 
when  the  crossing  commenced,  and  the  morn- 
ing was  delightfully  cool  and  bracing.  The 
corps  of  Burnside  led  the  van.  The  regimen- 
tal wagons  moved  on  to  the  bridge  first  From 
beneath  the  soiled  and  dusty  wagon-coven 
penetrated  the  tent^olesand  their  ta^Dkling,  the 
buckets  and  camp  kettles,  and  in  nearly  every 
wagon,  as  an  appropriate  and  component  part  of 
the  mass  of  camp  material,  was  a  young  con- 
traband, with  soiled  cap  and  broken  visor,  with 
haversack  aroimd  his  neck,  and  his  half-covered 
legs  dangling  over  the  tail-board,  and  shoes— 
"  prodigious  r  The  commissary  wagons  fol> 
lowed,  crammed  with  stores,  and  dniwn  by 
stout-looking  mules,  that  seemed  to  compre- 
hend and  with  wonderful  alacrity  obeyed  the 
half-expressed  commands  of  their  drivers.  After 
these  came  the  covered  ambulance  wagons, 
that  looked  peculiarly  comfortable  and  easy  ^^ 
contrast  with  the  heavy  teams  before  tiiem. 
After  these,  the  light,  tidy  wagons  of  ihid 
Sanitary  Commission,  attached  to  each  of  which, 
and  following  them,  were  fine4ooking  milch 
cows.  The  rear  guard  closed  tiiis  long  train, 
and  then  the  crossing  of  the  men  began.  The 
artillery  led  the  line,  and  the  horses  moved  oa 
to  the  bridge  as  though  it  was  the  solid  ground. 
From  the  plain,  down  the  bank,  across  the 
bridge  they  came,  horses  and  drivers,  guns, 
limbers,  and  caissons,  steadily  on,  and  up  the 
hill,  away  from  sight  into  the  woods.  It  was  a 
noticeable  feature  that  almost  without  excep- 
tion, the  batteries  consisted  of  four  pieces  only, 
and  these  all  Parrott  guns,  mostly  ten-pounders, 
though  there  were  twenty  and  tiiirty-pounders 
in  some  of  them.  This,  we  understand,  is  in 
accordance  with  an  order  of  General  Grant, 
which  reorganizes  this  branch  of  the  service. 
And  so,  the  old  familiar  "■  Napoleons  "  the  six 
and  twelve-pounder  "smooth-bores,"  and  the 
**  James  rifled,"  have  given  way  to  these  long, 
slender,  saucy-looking  Parrotts,  The  last  caisson 
of  the  long  line  has  reached  the  bridge,  and  the 
bayonets  of  the  advancing  infantiy  glisten 
above  the  bank.  With  ranks  well  aligned  and 
in  order,  with  steady,  strong  steps,  they  move 
on  to  the  bridge,  by  the  right  flank  or  four 
abreast,  and  wi£  arms  "  at  wiu.*' 

The  campdgn,  since  the  fifth  of  May,  has 
sifted  from  the  ranks  all  those  unable  to  endure 
the  excessive  fatigue  which  those  men  have 
been  called  upon  to  bear  beyond  that  of  almost 
any  army  of  which  history  tellsy  and  the  r^ 
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mainder,  those  who  are  now  marching  before 
08,  look  as  though  they  might  keep  on  to  the 
Miseissippi,  by  way  of  pastime,  and  feel  no 
weariness.  With  faces  browned  by  exposure, 
yet  expressing  in  every  lineament  confidence  in 
their  new  leader,  trust  in  the  result  of  this  sud- 
den movement,  and  hope  of  success ;  with  their 
blue  uniforms  soiled  and  dusty,  they  press  on. 
And  now  their  places  are  filled  by  men  wearing  the 
habiliments  of  soldiers,  and  with  muskets,  and 
bayonets  affixed,  in  their  hands.  There  were 
Done  like  these  here  two  years  ago,  for  these 
men  are  negroes.  But  wherein  do  they  differ 
from  those  around  them  ?  These  are  dressed  as 
well— indeed  the  same ;  they  look  as  strong,  they 
step  as  firmly,  they  move  as  orderly,  and  there 
is  only  one  difference — ^their  faces  are  black. 
Bat  the  cruel  bian  which  we  have  placed  on 
them  for  this  has  been  washed  away  in  blood, 
St  Part  Hudson,  at  Wagner,  at  Petersburg,  and 
now  tiiey  are  among  the  regenerators  of  the 
hnd.  Let  them  be  honored  for  what  thev  have 
done !  They  come  not  in  companies  or  aetach- 
ments,  but  in  raiments.  They  are  full  of  hu- 
mor and  good  will,  and,  as  they  march  along, 
give  utterance  to  expressions  which  are  alive 
with  mirth  and  significant  in  meaning.  One 
little  wiry-looking  fellow  says :  "  Ise  bin  yere 
'fore,  I  is.  My  ole  marsV  live  jist  little  piece 
ove*  yere.    I*se  gwine  t*  see  3rim," 

The  cavalry's  steady  tramp  attracts  our  atten- 
tion, as  tbej  march  from  the  plain  and  down 
the  bank,  on  to  the  bridge,  an  endless  troop. 
Across  they  go ;  a  hardv,  tough,  wiry-looking 
set,  up  the  southern  bank  and  out  of  view,  yet 
BtiU  coming,  tramp,  tramp,  over  the  plain,  and 
we  cannot  see  the  end  of  them.  With  breeches 
staffed  into  their  boots,  with  soiled  and  dusty 
yellow-trimmed  jackets,  some  with  blue  caps, 
some  with  black  felt  hats,  and  some  with  straw 
bats,  with  sabre-shield  clanking  against  their 
stirrups,  and  carbine  slung  over  their  backs, 
with  canteen  hanging  from  saddle-pommel,  an 
odd  and  picturesque  looking  company  indeed. 
Some  of  them  were  here  a  few  weeks  ago,  when 
Sheridan  led  them  on  their  wonderful  raid,  and 
many  of  them  bear  the  marks  of  their  sometime 
contested  march.  One  had  his  shoeless  ban- 
daged foot  in  the  stirrup  ;  another's  face  is  half 
covered  with  his  handkerchief,  stained  with 
blood;  a  third  has  his  jacket-sleeve  hanging 
by  his  side,  while  his  arm  is  held  in  a  sling, 
"ulking  and  laughing,  they  pass  on,  and  after  a 
seemingly  long  whue  are  all  over.  A  great 
drove  of  cattle  follow  tiiem,  running  here  and 
there,  plunging  and  rearing,  and  crowding  the 
ttoTow  bridge  till  it  would  seem  as  though  the 
half  of  them  must  go  overboard.  But  safely 
they  aQ  cross  over.  And  now  the  fighting  corps 
of  General  Hancock  are  filling  the  plain  and 
moving  upon  the  bridge.  Again  the  long  line 
of  regimental  and  commissary  wagons,  with 
Bweatmg  horses  and  noisy  drivers ;  the  ambu- 
Inces,  some  empty,  and  some  with  wounded 
stretched  at  full  leng^  on  the  cushioned  seats ; 
the  wagons  and  other  vehicles  of  the  Sanitary 


Commission,  telling,  as  they  do  so  plainly,  of 
comfort  and  succor,  and  assistance ;  horses, 
mules  and  cattle,  the  long  line  bearing  a  general 
likeness  to  that  which  has  gone  before  it,  and 
yet  so  different  in  manv  features  and  points 
that  you  readily  see  and  araw  the  line  of  separa- 
tion. 

The  artillery  and  infantry  and  cavalry  succeed 
each  other,  all  of  them  veterans ;  you  see  it  in  their 
brown  and  scarred  faces,  in  their  carriage,  tone 
and  manner.  They  have  been  here  before,  with 
McClellan,  but  then  a  half-defeated,  discouraged, 
broken  army;  now  they  come,  so  for  at  least, 
victorious.  They  are  now  not  sallow  and  cheek 
shrunken  from  fever,  debilitated  with  swampy 
miasma,  and  worn  out  with  working  in  the 
trenches ;  but  with  strong  arms  and  buoyant 
hearts,  their  faces  flushed  with  health,  and 
their  march  inspired  with  the  promise  of  vio 
toiy. 

But  the  day  was  almost  gone,  and  we  weary 
with  this  scene,  ever-chanemg,  yet  continually 
the  same ;  it  will  be  a  relief  to  step  on  the  bridge 
and  cross  with  the  soldiers,  and  on  the  summit  of 
the  southern  bank  we  can  overlook  the  plain 
across  the  river  and  witness  the  host  as  it  winds 
on  its  way  to  us. 

And  now,  what  a  magnificent  view !  The 
plain  before  us  is  dotted  with  groups  of  wagons 
and  soldiers  and  horses  and  mules,  while  through 
them  comes  tramping  on  the  long  endless  army 
column.  The  sun.  only  a  few  feet  above  the 
tops  of  the  trees,  shines  full  upon  them,  and  the 
polished  musket-barrels  and  glistening  bayo- 
nets flash  and  sparkle  in  the  light,  till  it  looks 
like  a  silver  serpent  winding  over  the  dusty 
road. 

The  evening  twilight  brings  no  end,  and  not 
until  in  the  night  is  the  ceaseless  tramping  stop- 
ped. The  moruine  witnesses  the  ''forward 
march,"  as  though  there  had  been  no  cessation 
Till  mid-day  it  is  continued,  when  the  accumu- 
lation of  steamers,  on  either  side  of  the  bridge, 
compels  a  passage,  and  in  seven  minutes  it  is 
made.  The  whole  corps  of  General  Smith  pass 
on  transports  through  the  opening,  and  up  to 
Bermuda  Hundred,  where  they  disembarked,  as 
they  did  at  that  same  place  five  weeks  ago  that 
very  day.  Nineteen  transports,  supply  and  mail 
steamers,  pass  down,  and  the  river,  jammed  with 
steamers  as  Broadway  is  with  teams,  is  again 
relieved,  the  bridge  is  once  more  closed,  and 
again  the  march  is  taken  up. 

A  few  miles  up  the  river  we  move  to  City 
Point,  and  all  along  on  the  water  and  on  the 
land,  it  is  one  endless,  busy,  bustling  scene. 

Standing  by  the  roadside,  and  a  little  away 
from  the  whan,  are  General  Grant  and  General 
Meade,  in  conversation.  The  stem,  placid,  yet 
impenetrable  and  unreadable  face  of  die  former, 
is  in  strong  contrast  with  the  fixed,  Roman, 
steel4ike  countenance  of  the  latter.  Both  are 
dressed  roughly,  with  pantaloons  tucked  in 
their  boots,  neither  wearing  device  or  ornament 
of  any  kind.  Their  black,  broad-brimmed  hats 
are  pulled  over  their  facoa  to  shield  them  from 
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the  sun,  and  one  would  hardly  imagine  from 
their  appearance  that  the  destinj  of  me  nation 
was  in  their  hands.  With  his  peculiar  mi- 
assuming  dignity  and  winning  grace.  General 
Bumside  approaches  them,  bis  countenance 
radiant  with  one  of  those  smiles^  before  whidi 
legions  of  doubts  and  clouds  of  despondency 
are  under  moral  obligation  to  flee ;  he  takes  the 
hand  of  each,  and  the  three  watch  the  crossing 
of  the  armed  host  The  dark  shadows  of  the 
trees  are  thrown  across  the  river,  even  over  the 
other  bank,  and  still  th^v  come.  The  sun  is  £eu* 
below  the  horizon^  and  yet  th^e  is  no  end. 
The  stars  twinkle  into  view  through  the  deep- 
ening twilight,^ but  over  the  river  and  through 
the  quiet  of  evening  is  borne  to  our  ears  the 
rumbling  of  euns  and  caissons,  and  steady 
tramping  of  ue  men.  The  mom  looks  down 
upon  the  tide  of  flashing,  advancing  bayonets. 
Another  morning  brings  no  chaiu;e.  Guns, 
muskets,  and  sabres  move  on,  as  if  the  whole 
north  were  here  in  their  loyalty  and  might, 
pressing  on  to  find  a  grave  for  treason  and  se- 
cession, and  to  bury  them  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  resurrection. 

The  parapets  and  embrasures  of  Fort  Pow- 
hatan are  thronged  with  the  black  men  who 
form  its  garrison,  and  who,  only  a  few  nights 
ago,  received  and  repulsed  the  rebels  who 
pressed  upon  them,  sanguine  and  sure '  of  suc- 
cess, because  **  it  was  only  niggers  who  held  it" 
The  banks  are  filled  with  spectators,  and  the 
river  is  crowded  with  vessels,  waiting  to  pass, 
and  not  until  the  dav  has  faded  into  evening  is 
the  end  near.  Before  midnight  the  last  man 
had  crossed,  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
south  of  Richmond.  It  was  a  sight  of  grand 
significance,  worth  a  year  of  one's  life.  It  was 
a  sight  encouraging  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
lation. Everything  seemed  and  promised  well 
There  was  no  straggling,  no  murmuring,  no 
complaining.  Every  man  bore  evidence  of 
health  and  strength,  and  seemed  conscious  of 
the  place  he  was  filling  and  the  duty  he  was 
performing.  The  horses  looked  strong  and  well : 
DO  protruding  ribs  or  shrunken  neclu,  but  as  if 
iheir  power  of  endurance  had  not  been  half 
tried.  And  so  they  crossed  and  disappeared 
into  Secessia,  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
men  I 
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The  Eighteenth  corps,  under  command  of 
General  W.  F.  Smith,  which  had  but  just  re- 
turned to  Bermuda  Hundred,  although  greatly 
needing  rest,  moved  out  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth  on  the  Petersburg  side 
of  the  river.  They  were  joined  by  (General 
Hinks*  division  United  States  colored  troops, 
which  had  crossed  the  pontoon  brieve  over  the 
Appomattox,  at  ten  oxilock  the  night  before. 
This  division  consisted  of  Duncan's  brigade,  the 
Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Twenty-second  regi- 
ments, with  Captain  Angelica  battery  attach^, 
of  Colonel  Holxnan's  brigpftde,  the  First  rogiment 


and  a  detachment  of  the  Fifth 
colored  cavalry  under  Colonel 


Maasachwetli 
cavalry  under  iJolonel  Russell,  wi^ 
Captain  Choule's  colored  battery  attached ;  Geo- 
end  Kautz's  division  of  cavahy  w^e  also  with 
the  column. 

As  the  column  approached  the  City  Point  tad 
Petersburg  turnpike  at  a  right  angle,  it  was  lod- 
denly  enfi&ded  by  a  battery  on  Baylor's  fma. 
Kautz's  cavalry  were  sent  forward  to  reoto- 
noitre,  and  found  the  rebels  posted  on  ripidl? 
rising  ground,  some  four  hundred  yards  behind 
an  almost  impenetrable  thicket  a  quarter  of  t 
mile  wide,  extending  to  a  forest  on  the  kfl 
The  rebels  had  four  pieces  of  artillenr,  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  behind  breastworks,  and 
a  small  force  of  cavalry. 

Duncan's  black  brigade  was  formed  in  line  on 
both  sides  of  the  pike  as  follows:  TheFiftti 
regiment,  Colonel  Conine,  on  the  right;  the 
Twenty-second,  Colonel  Kidder,  at  the  ri^ht  cen- 
tre ;  and  tiie  Sixth,  Colonel  Ames,  on  the  left 
Colonel  Hohnan's  small  brigade  formed  the 
second  line. 

In  this  order  the  troops  struggled  throogii 
the  swampy  and  tangled  and  almost  impassible 
woods,  the  rebels  shelling  them  furiously  all  the 
distance. 

As  our  line  emerged  irregularly  from  the 
woods,  the  rebels  threw  canister  with  terrible 
eff'ect  The  Fourth  received  their  whole  eoo- 
centrated  fire.  Captain  King  was  iustutir 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Brigliam  mortally  woond- 
ed.  The  whole  regiment  suffered  severelj. 
Both  wings  were  forced  to  return  and  remain  in 
cover  for  a  short  time,  until  the  lines  could  be 
reformed;  but,  at  the  word,  the  right  winr 
charged  with  exultant  shouts  up  the  sbpe  and 
through  the  murderous  fire.  The  rebels  fled  in 
confusion  to  the  woods  in  their  rear,  leaviia 
one  gun  behind,  which  was  instantly  turned 
upon  them  by  some  of  the  negroes  of  Coknd 
Ejdder's  regiment,  under  the  direction  of 
Private  John  Norton,  of  Company  B,  of  the  First 
District  of  Columbia  cavalry. 
/  The  rebels  at  Baylor's  farm  opened  fire  at 
about  six  o'clock.  By  eight  they  were  drivea 
out  This  a&ir,  although  attended  with  heavy 
losses,  gave  the  black  troops  confidence  in 
themselves,  and  prepared  them  for  a  more  ter- 
rible trial  in  the  attaiok  upon  the  strong  lioei  of 
rifle-pits,  redoubts  and  redans  which  ran  irre- 
gularly from  the  Appomattox  up  and  along  the 
crests  of  hills,  on  several  farms,  two  miles  from 
Petersburg. 

/  In   this   engagement   General    Martiodale's 
'division  of  liie  Eighte^ith corps,  which sofiered 
moderately  in  the  action,  held  the  right  of  the 
line,  stretching  along  the  pike  and  across  Beat- 
ley's  farm  on  Hie  right  of  the  road.    Qenenl  > 
Brook's  staunch  division,  with  two  brigades  of  ^ 
Greneral  Ames'  division,  had  the  centre,  aaaiited '' 
by  Kautz's  cavalry.    Binks'  division  of  colored 
troops  hdd  the  left. 

Brooks'  division  marched  to  some  open  pioe 
woods,  where  they  remained  until  the  obaige  at 
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the  dose  of  ike  day.  They  had  before  them  an 
open  cnpace  of  about  eight  hondred  yards.  The 
colorea  troops  were  obliged  to  advance  across 
an  open  field,  exposed  the  whole  distance  to  a 
deadly  fire,  completely  enfilading  their  two  lines 
of  hattie,  to  a  fire  firom  two  batteries  directly  in 
front,  and  to  a  cross-fire  from  an  intermediate 
batt^.  An  hour  was  consumed  in  forming  the 
lines  of  battle  and  advancing  the  first  quarter 
of  a  mile.  The  men  could  move  but  a  few  rods 
before  the  rebels  got  range,  when  they  were 
obliged  to  lie  down  and  await  opportunity. 
Soon  they  would  rise,  push  forward  a  few  rods 
fivther,  and  again  lie  oown. 

At  aboat  h^-past  one  they  gained  the  desig- 
nated locality,  and  then  for  five  mortal  hours 
lay  exposed  to  the  strain  of  constant  apprehen- 
sion from  the  ceaseless  shelling.  Old  officers 
declare  that  while  they  have  been  under  a  more 
furious  cannonading,  it  has  been  under  the  ex- 
citement of  a  charge,  but  that  they  were  never 
subjected  to  a  severer  trial  under  fire,  consider- 
ing the  time  durine  which  they  were  exposed 
and  the  unavoidable  inactivity,  and  add  tlutt 
tiiere  can  be  no  severer  test  of  a  soldier,  par- 
ticularly for  green  troops,  than  Duncan's  entire 
Iffigade  withstood.  Thd^  say  that  after  such  a 
long  strain  upon  their  nerves,  that  the  troops 
shoold  be  able  to  rise,  move  against  such  a  for- 
midable line  of  works,  and  carry  them  triumph- 
antiy,  is  irresistible  proof  that  black  troops  can 
and  will  fight 

At  half-past  six  the  charge  was  ordered.  The 
first  plan,  to  advance  in  two  lines  of  battle,  was 
dianged,  G^eneral  Smith  deeming  it  madness  to 
throw  full  lines  against  such  strong  redoubts. 
Half  the  first  line  was,  therefore,  sent  forward 
as  skirmishers,  to  be  promptly  supported  if  any 
advantage  should  be  gained.  As  the  skirmish- 
ers pushed  on,  our  batteries  on  the  right  opened, 
and  were  replied  to  by  the  rebels  with  equal 
vigor. 

About  half  an  hour  of -very  heavy  cannon- 
ading and  musketry  firing,  a  shout  of  victory 
drowning  all  other  sounds,  and  plainly  to  bie 
heard  for  two  miles  away,  arose  from  our  troops 
la  they  gained  and  dashed  into  the  works. 
These  works  were  five  formidable  redans,  half 
a  mile,  three  quarters,  and  a  mile,  severally,  dis- 
tant, on  the  other  side  of  a  deep  and  difficult 
ravine,  and  in  a  very  commanding  position. 
Gokmel  Kidder's  regiment  gained  the  hilL  In 
rapport  of  this  general  flank  movement  of  the 
first  line,  the  second  line,  consisting  of  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  regiments  of  Duncan's  brigade,  were 
8inin|g  round  and  moved  against  the  fiont  of  the 
remaining  works.  The  rebels,  assailed  in  flank 
and  front,  fought  to  the  last  moment,  and  tiien 
■0  precipitately  withdrew  that  but  few  were 
Gaptared. 

It  was  now  nine  o'clock  in  the  evenii^.  Im- 
mediate pursuit  was  impossible,  and  General 
Smith  deemed  it  prudent  to  rest  and  await 
reinforcements,  llie  Second  Army  Corps, 
which  had  made  a  forced  march,  began  arriving 


two  hoturs  later.  General  Smith  showed  his 
appreciation  of  the  day's  work  by  remarking 
that'*  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  of,  the  war."' 
He  said,  **  it  will  make  the  old  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac open  its  eyes  wide."  The  earthworks  so 
successfuUy  carried  are  regarded  as  the  most  for- 
midable the  army  has  encountered  during  the 
present  campaign. 

The  success  has  a  peculiar  value  and  signi- 
fincance  from  the  thorough  test  it  has  given  of 
the  efficiency  of  negro  troops.  Their  losses 
were  heavy.  In  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and 
under  the  most  trving  circumstances,  they  never 
flinched.  The  old  Anny  of  the  Potomrc,  so  long 
prejudiced  and  so  obstinately  heretical  on  this 
subjest,  stand  amazed  as  they  look  on  the  works 
captured  by  the  n^oes,  and  are  loud  and  un- 
reserved in  their  praise.  As  near  as  I  can  make 
it  out,  Duncan's  brigade  alone  took  six  redoubts 
or  redans,  with  their  connecting  rifle-pits,  and 
captured  seven  pieces  of  artulery.  General 
Smith,  speaking  of  their  conduct,  said  "  no 
nobler  effort  has  been  put  forth  to-day,  and  no 
greater  success  achieved  than  that  of  the  col- 
ored troops.'*  From  so  reticent  an  officer  this 
testimony  is  invaluable.  Subjoined  is  his  order 
of  the  day,  just  issued : 

2b  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  Greneral  commanding  desires  to  express 
to  his  command  his  appreciation  of  the  sol- 
dierly qualities  which  have  been  displayed 
during  the  campaign  of  the  last  seventeen  days. 
Withm  that  time  they  have  been  constantly 
called  upon  to  undergo  all  the  hardships  of  the 
soldier's  life,  and  be  exposed  to  all  of  its 
dangers. 

Marches  under  a  hot  sun  have  ended  in 
severe  battles,  and  after  the  battle  watchful 
nights  in  the  trenches  gallantly  taken  from  the 
enemy. 

But  the  crowning  point  of  the  honor  they  are 
entitled  to  has  been  won  since  the  morning  of 
the  fifteenth  instant,  when  a  series  of  earth- 
works, on  most  commanding  positions  and  of  for- 
midable strength,  has  been  carried  with  all  the 
^ns  and  material  of  war  of  the  enemy,  includ- 
uig  prisoners  and  colors.  The  works  have 
all  been  held  and  the  trophies  remain  in  our 
hands. 

This  victory  is  all  the  more  important  to  us, 
as  the  troops  have  never  been  regularly  orgik- 
nized  in  camos  where  time  has  been  given  them 
to  learn  the  aiscipline  necessary  to  a  well-orga- 
nized corp$  d*  om^e,  but  they  have  been  hastily 
concentrated  and  suddenly  summoned  to  take 
part  in  the  irying  campaign  of  our  country's  be- 
ing. Such  honor  as  they  have  won  will  remain 
imperishable. 

To  the  colored  troops  comprising  the  division 
of  Greneral  Hinks,  the  General  commanding 
would  call  the  attention  of  his  command.  Wiu 
tiie  veterans  of  the  Eighteenth  corps,  they  have 
stormed  the  works  of  the  enemy  and  carried 
them,  taking  guns  and  prisoners,  and  in  the 
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whole  affair  they  have  displajed  all  the  quali- 
ties of  good  soldiers. 

Py  command  of 

W.  P.  Smtth, 
MiOor-QMkeraL 
William  Rubsbll,  Jr., 

Assistant  A^Jatant^noraL 
Solon  A.  Cabteb, 

Captain  and  A.  A.  A.  a 

In  the  course  of  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  the 
Second  corps  occupied  the  works  that  bad  been 
captured  earlier  in  the  day,  relieving  General 
Hinks'  colored  division  which  encamped  in  the 
rear. 

On  the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  the  Second 
corps  b#d  a  spirited  fight — Barlow  on  the  left 
and  Birney  in  the  centre.  General  Smith's  corps 
held  the  right,  but  took  slight  part  in  the  en- 
gagement Our  successes  were  positive  but 
not  very  important.  When  the  firing  ceased, 
our  lines  in  the  centre  had  established  them- 
selves in  advance  of  the  positions  occupied  in 
the  afternoon.  Colonel  bell's  brigade  of  the 
Eighteenth  corps  was  swung  around  to  support 
the  centre. 

June  18 — 8  a.  m. — ^To-day  the  Ninth  corps  re- 
lieved Genera]  Barlow  on  the  left  Late  in  the 
evening  the  rebels  made  a  furious  attempt  to 
dislodge  them  from  their  positions.  The  fight 
was  a  severe  one  while  it  lasted,  and  the  repulse 
complete.  This  morning  the  Ninth  corps  as- 
siuned  the  offensive,  carried  a  portion  of  the 
second  line  of  the  rebel  works,  and  took  five 
himdred  prisoners. 

Bvoui  PsmsBUKO,  June  10. 

11  A.  M. — Last  evening  the  rebels  made  a  very 
vigorous  attack  upon  our  centre,  the  Second 
corps,  and  our  extreme  left,  the  Ninth  corps. 
After  a  severe  engagement  they  were  repulsed 
and  driven  to  their  works  in  disorder.  Early 
tills  morning  the  Second  corps  charged  the 
rebel  centre,  and  carried  the  works  in  their 
front,  which  they  now  firmly  hold.  At  nine 
o'clock  two  brigades  of  General  Martindale's  di- 
vision, supported  by  Duncan's  brigade',  were 
advanced  on  the  right,  and  carried  the  rebel 
line  in  its  front,  being  a  continuation  of  the 
works  t^en  by  the  Second  corps  on  the  centre 
and  right 

^  We  are  now  within  a  mile  of  Petersburg,  and 
the  city  is  at  the  mercy  of  our  shells.  The  only 
defences  remaining  to  it  are  the  intrenchments, 
which  the  rebels  have  hastily  thrown  up  within 
the  last  two  or  three  days.  The  two  lines  of 
formidable  works  which  our  brave  troops  have 
carried  by  storm,  are  at  least  four  miles  in 
length,  stretchine  from  a  point  on  the  Appo- 
mattox at  our  righf  nearly  to  the  same  river  at 
our  left,  and  crossing  all  the  railroads  that  go 
out  of  Petersburg  on  the  south  of  the  Appo- 
mattox. 

June  21 — *I  A.  M.— Yesterday  was  quiet,  that 
is,  there  were  no  assaults  and  no  line-of-battle 
^hting ;  but  our  batteries  kept  exchanging  oc- 
casional compliments  with  those  of  the  enemy, 


and  along  the  picket  line  the  spiteful  whiz  of 
the  Minie  Kas  a  very  familiar  sound,  enough  to 
assive  one  that  two  large  armies  lay  in  dose 
proximity.  The  number  of  casualties  in  this 
skirmishing  has  been  rather  large. 

The  relative  positions  of  our  own  and  tLe 
rebel  army  appear  to  be  nearly  the  same  m  at 
the  several  points  where  tiiey  have  kun  for  a 
time  in  opposing  lines  of  k)attle  from  the  Bspi- 
dan  hither. 

Both  occupy  similar  lines  of  intrenchmeotB, 
within  short  rifle-range  of  each  other,  bat  as  it 
devolves  on  us  to  attack,  the  enemy  derives  tfao 
greatest  advantage  from  his  works. 

One  unfamiliar  with  military  operations  cui 
hardly  form  a  conception  of  the  value  of  mere 
impromptu  earthworks ;  rifle-pits,  such  as  can 
be  constructed  in  a  single  n^ht  But  troops 
who  have  had  to  charge  them  can  fully  appre- 
ciate their  importance  as  parts  of  a  defeoaive 
system. 

Every  attack  upon  such  works,  unless  it  is  a 
surprise,  costs  hundreds  or  thousands  of  lives, 
and  men  ensconced  behind  them  can  sacc^s- 
fully  hold  at  bay  largely  superior  nnmbera. 
These  impromptu  works  are  all  that  now  en- 
able the  rebel  army  tS  keep  ns  out  of  Peters- 
burg. The  strong  fortifications  taken  by  the 
advance  of  our  army,  on  the  evening  of  the  fif- 
teenth were  the  r^ular  defences  of  the  place, 
and,  had  they  been  fully  manned,  could  only  have 
been  taken  by  r^pilar  siege  approaches,  requir- 
ing protracted  labors.  That  we  gained  jKwses- 
sion  of  them  so  easily  was  an  immense  advan- 
tage, and  is  the  more  satisfactory,  because  it  is 
an  unequivocal  strategic  victory  over  the  wilj 
rebel  commander,  to  whom  it  must  be  extremely 
mortifying. 

He  was,  for  once  at  least,  held  in  uncertainty 
as  to  our  movements  long  enough  to  enable  us 
to  beat  him  in  point  of  time,  an  achievement 
which  the  chivalry  ought  to  consider  a  deddcxi 
feat,  80  confident  have  they  always  felt  in  his 
vigilance  and  promptness. 

Battu-Fbld,  3n*£  Pbcbsbum,  Jane  SI— 11  p.  x. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  army  ha4 
been  on  the  march  to-day  to  execute  another 
flank  movement  The  grand  object  in  view 
seems  to  be  to  operate  against  tiie  enemy's 
communications  from  the  south  of  Petersburg 
and  Richmond.  Should  we  gain  possession  of 
all  the  railroads  running  norSiward  into  Peters- 
burg, we  should  inflict  incalculable  injury  on 
the  enemy,  and  perhaps  necessitate  his  imme- 
diate abandonment  of  Richmond. 

Of  the  four  railroads  conver^ng  at  Peters- 
burg, and  thence  branching  off  in  different  di- 
rections southward,  the  City  Point  and  the  Nor- 
folk roads  are  already  in  our  hands.  Only  these 
two  raUroads  have  been  included  in  the  line  our 
army  has  hitherto  held  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
and  for  some  time  past  they  have  been  of  but 
little  consequence  to  the  enemy.  Two  others 
are  still  open,  and  are  of  greater  servioe  to  him, 
namely,  the  Weldon  and  the  Danville  railroads. 
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If  the  present  operations — designed  to  give  us 
permanent  possession  of  those  roads  likewise 
—are  entirely  successful,  the  effect  wHl  be  to 
prevent  supplies  from  reaching  Richmond. 

The  Second  corps  has  led  the  advance  in  this 
important  movement  Last  night  Bumside*s 
oorpe  relieved  it  from  its  former  position  in  the 
liue,  and  tiiis  momiue  General  Biruej  com- 
menced moving  towara  the  Jerusalem  plank- 
road  and  the  Weldon  railroad.  The  movement 
is  participated  in  by  other  portions  of  the  army. 
The  troops  have  been  marching  all  day  in  the 
scorching  sun,  and  this  evening  the  Second 
corps  is  m  line  of  battie  in  the  new  position  to 
which  General  Meade  assigned  it. 

The  main  body  of  the  rebel  Army  of  Virginia 
is  opposing  us  in  our  immediate  front  I^ge 
bodies  of  rebel  troops  have  been  moving  to  our 
left,  and  the  result  of  reconnoissances  made  to- 
day in  this  direction  demonstrates  the  fact  that 
tiiat  portion  of  tiie  outer  line  of  the  Petersburg 
defences  not  in  our  possession  has  recentiy  been 
strengthened,  and  is  now  firmly  held  by  the 
enemy.  From  the  stubborn  resistance  shown 
this  afternoon  to  the  advance  of  our  sklnnishers, 
a  bloody  battie  on  this  immediate  ground  is  not 
at  all  improbable,  and  might  be  momentarily 
expected. 

Toward  evening  the  lines  in  front  of  our  new 
position  were  formed  by  Mwor-General  Bir- 
nej,  and  tiie  skimushers  of  General  Gibbon's 
division  of  the  Second  corps  were  connected 
with  those  of  General  Griffin  s  of  the  Fifth, 
which  had  marched  from  its  former  position, 
extending  to  the  left  of  the  Fifth  corps  line,  and 
which  moved  into  position  about  the  same  time 
as  General  Gibbon's.  General  Griffin's  division 
is  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Jerusalem  plank- 
road,  an3  the  whole  of  the  Second  corps,  tem- 
jwrarily  commanded  by  Major-General  Bimey, 
is  in  position  on  the  left  Gibbon's  division 
holds  the  right  of  the  Second  corps  line,  Mott's 
the  centre,  and  Barlow's  the  left  While  the 
dispositions  were  being  made.  Barlow's  line  was 
somewhat  shortened  in  order  to  leave  room  for 
the  Sixth  corps  to  come  in  between  his  left  and 
the  Weldon  raihroad.  Ricketts'  division  of  the 
Sixth  corps  is  now  taking  up  its  position  on  the 
left  of  Barlow's,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Sixth 
corps  will  probably  have  extended  the  line  still 
further  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow.  Thus, 
while  our  line  has  been  prolonged  to  the  left, 
toe  right  of  the  army  will  be  protected  by 
Smith's  corps,  and  other  troops  which  are  taking 
the  places  of  those  that  have  just  assumed  the 
new  post  of  honor  in  this  latest  flank  offensive 
movement 

The  rebel  works  directiy  in  our  front  extend 
•long  the  crest  from  Gregory's  to  Rives'  resi- 
dence, and  form  a  part  of  that  semi-circular 
chain  of  fortifications  that  appear  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  from  the  Appomattox  on  the  right 
to  the  Appomattox  on  the  left  This  section  of 
the  country  is  varied  with  wood  and  meadow, 
uid  fine  fields  of  grain ;  but  there  are  not  so 

QttQj  streams  as  in  other  portions  of  Virginia. 


We  can  distinctiy  see  the  rebel  works  from 
some  points,  although  at  present  our  lines  are 
formed  for  the  most  part  in  thick  and  heavy 
timber.  As  a  general  rule  the  works  are  con- 
structed on  commanding  places,  where  exten- 
sive open  fields  spread  out  in  front  of  them,  and 
over  which  an  attacking  force  must  necessarily 
advance.  Several  hunm'ed  yards  in  front  of  the 
main  defensive  line,  the  rebels  have  skirmishers 
and  sharpshooters 'concealed  in  rifle-pits. 

When  the  lines  of  the  different  divisions  of 
the  Second  corps  were  formed  this  afternoon, 
our  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  skirmish 
line,  outside  his  works,  and  since  that  time,  for 
several  hours,  the  skirmishers  on  both  sides 
have  been  exchanging  shots.  General  Barlow 
met  with  considerable  resistance  from  dismount- 
ed rebel  cavalry  in  advancing  his  line.  He  soon 
came  in  contact  with  the  infantry.  Artillery 
and  musketry  were  used  on  both  sides,  and  the 
skirmishing  was  very  spirited  for  some  time. 
After  Barlow's  line  had  struck  the  enemy's  in- 
fanfry  his  further  advance  was  checked.  Sub- 
sequentiy  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  that  por- 
tion of  our  front,  and  was  handsomely  repulsed. 
The  enemy's  loss  was  considerable.  That  in  the 
Second  corps  will  probably  not  amount  to  more 
than  a  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  A  few 
prisoners  were  captured. 

The  position  of  afEairs  at  this  time  compelled 
General  Birneji^to  resume  the  line  he  had  occu- 
pied in  the  morning,  and  throw  his  left  a  littie 
to  the  rear,  in  order  to  protect  the  flank. 
Ricketts'  division  of  the  Sixth  corps,  and 
Growninshield's  squadrons  of  cavalry,  were  at 
the  same  time  placed  in  position,  so  as  to  still 
further  cover  the  left  flank  and  rear  until  the 
other  divisions  of  the  Sixth  corps  shoidd  have 
taken  their  positions  in  the  extending  line. 
This  was  the  position  of  the  Second  corps  when 
the  operations  closed  for  the  night 

BArtu-FOLO,  HKAR  Pktkrsbubo,  1 
Jaty  22—11 .80  P.M.     / 

In  the  operations  of  our  army  around  Peters- 
burg, this  has  been  a  strange  and  eventful  day. 
During  all  this  afternoon  and  evening  there  has 
been  continuous  fighting  on  some  portion  of  the 
lines.  Night  has  closed  upon  a  day  of  strong 
endeavor  and  of  action,  and  yet  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  nothing  of  practical  importance  has  been 
accomplished.  The  fortunes  of  war,  however, 
are  exceedingly  precarious,  and  if  it  happens 
that  to-day  the  advantage  may  be  on  the  ene- 
my's side,  it  is  quite  as  probable  that  to-mor- 
row it  will  be  on  ours. 

During  last  night  the  Sixth  corps  had  moved 
to  the  left  and  massed  at  the  Wuliams  House. 
This  momine  Wilson's  and  Kautz's  cavalry  had 
cut  the  Weldon  railroad,  so  that  orders  were  at 
once  ^iven  to  suspend  the  demonstration  in 
that  direction,  and  swing  the  left  of  the  Second 
corps  round,  so  as  to  develop  the  enemy's  works 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  wiuiout  regard  to  the 
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connection  of  the  Sixth  corps  upon  flie  left 
The  priiipipal  portion  of  the  corps  was  soon 
moving  farther  to  the  front  Gibbon  was  al- 
ready in  position  and  intrenched  ;  for  last  night 
he  had  advanced  as  near  &e  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  as  he  conld  get  without  bringing  on  a 
heavy  fight  Mott  and  Barlow  poshed  forward 
their  lines  of  battle,  with  a  heavy  skirmish  line 
in  front 

Mott  was  partly  in  position  and  intrenching, 
and  Barlow  was  nearing  the  crest  in  front  of  the 
rebel  works,  when  he  encountered  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy  marchine  down  in  column 
by  brigades,  with  the  evident  intention  of 
piercing  our  position  at  the  interval  which  now 
existed  between  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
and  the  right  of  the  Sixth.  The  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  brigades  of  Barlow's  division  form- 
ed his  front  line ;  the  First  brigade,  under  Gene- 
ral Miles,  being  held  in  rear  as  a  reserve.  In 
this  assault  by  the  enemy,  the  rebel  ISeneral 
Wilcox's  division,  marching  in  three  brigade 
lines  behind  a  heavy  cloud  of  skirmishers,  led 
the  advance  of  Hill's  veteran  corps.  It  was 
early  in  the  afternoon  when  the  head  of  the 
rebel  column  struck  at  once  Ihe  right  of  the 
Sixth  and  left  of  the  Second  corps.  The  rebels 
pushed  on  with  pertinacity,  and  the  shock  was 
soon  felt  on  the  flanks  of  both  these  corps. 
The  position  which  they  occupied  rendered  it 
necessary  that  they  should  immediately  with- 
draw the  flanks  that  were  thus  Aposed,  and  fill 
up  the  gap  by  making  a  connection  with  each 
other  along  the  line  of  intrenchments  in  the 
rear. 

While  this  was  being  done,  however,  the 
enemy  inflicted  considerable  damage  on  our 
men  by  his  fire,  and  captured  several  hundred 
prisoners  from  us.  The  assaulting  column 
came  down  in  a  diagonal  direction,  and,  as  it 
happened,  struck  the  flank  of  the  divisions, 
which  were  disconnected,  and  hence  the  disas- 
trous consequences  which  ensued.  These  were, 
the  forced  retirement  of  Barlow,  the  hasty 
withdrawal  of  Mott  and  of  part  of  the  left  of 
Gibbon,  and  the  loss  of  four  guns.  The  enemy 
swept  down  over  the  ground  our  troops  had 
left,  taking  quite  a  number  of  prisoners  as  he 
advanced.  Pressing  on  still  in  a  diagonal  direc- 
tion, the  column  soon  came  to  Gibbon's  line, 
the  left  of  which  suffered  somewhat  from  the 
shock.  The  right  held  its  position  with  deter- 
mined courage,  and  poured  a  murderous  fire 
into  the  advancing  force.  The  musketry  was 
terrific  on  both  sides. 

As  the  enemy  swept  over  the  angle  which 
marked  the  left  of  the  division  line,  he  envel- 
oped a  battery  of  four  three-inch  guns,  which 
occupied  an  advanced  position  behind  the  para- 
pet, and  almost  before  the  officers  were  aware 
of  the  situation  of  af&irs,  the  artillery  was  in 
the  euemv  s  hands.  It  was  Captain  McKnight's 
Twelfth  New  Tork  battery.  The  moment  the 
rebels  appeared  in  sight  Captain  McKnight 
opened  upon  them  with  canister.  They  sepa- 
rated in  froat^  and,  coming  in  on  the  right  cmd 


left,  surrounded  the  guns.  A  rebel  cok»'-b«ai« 
immediately  mounted  and  planted  his  colon  on 
the  parapet 

In  the  meantime  Captain  Clark's  First  New 
Jersey  battery,  which  was  posted  in  the  breast- 
work further  to  &e  right,  opened  on  the  eneiDy, 
and  contributed. consideramy  to  cheek  his  fv- 
ther  advance.  The  rebels  quickly  turned  upon 
us  the  captured  guns,  and  at  the  same  time 
concentrated  a  fire  of  some  twenty  other  pieces 
on  Captain  Clark's  single  battery.  The  epaale- 
ment  in  which  this  battery  was  placed  was  well 
battered  by  the  solid  shot  which  came  ponriflg 
over  from  the  fortifications  of  the  enemv. 

While  this  work  was  going  on  at  the  right 
of  the  corps,  a  part  of  (Jie  rebel  attacking  col- 
umn, which  by  this  time  had  bem  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  was  still  pressing  down  upon  the 
left  The  interval  between  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  corps  and  the  left  of  the  SeccHid  wm 
graduallv  growing  greater,  from  the  fact  that 
the  flanks  thus  exposed  to  the  enemy  were 
slowly  melting  away,  when  General  Miles' 
brigade,  of  Barlow's  division,  which  was  in  re- 
serve, came  up  on  the  double-quick  and  one 
regiment  was  sent  tiirough  the  woods  to  dieck 
the  enemy's  advance,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  brigade  was  formed  behind  the  breastworia 
to  fill  up  the  interval.  At  the  same  time  lieu- 
tenant Roder's  battery  K,  Fourth  United  Stutes 
artillery,  wheeled  into  position,  and  the  infuitry 
and  artillery  soon  diecked  the  further  progress 
of  the  enemy  at  that  point 

Scarcely  had  these  dim[K>sition8  been  effected, 
however,  before  the  rebels  made  another  at- 
tempt to  pierce  our  lines  a  litde  to  the  right  of 
that  locality  ;  but  tiie  attack  was  repulsed.  We 
took  a  few  prisoners  at  this  time,  and  among 
them  several  wounded.  The  casualties  were 
not  heavy,  however,  on  either  side,  because  the 
rebels  did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  open  field  in 
front  of  the  breastworks  behind  whidi  our  mea 
were  posted. 

About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  an  effort 
was  made  by  General  Gibbon,  with  one  of  his 
own  brigades,  supported  by  one  from  General 
Griffin's,  of  the  Fifth  corps,  to  retake  the  lost 
guns  of  the  Twelfth  New  York.  The  attack 
was  very  sharp  and  spirited,  but  tailed  to  ac- 
complish the  desired  object.  Anothw  effort 
was  attended  with  a  similar  result 

Later  in  the  evening  General  Meade  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  Sixth  and  Second  corps,  for 
he  was  exceedingly  desirous  of  developing  the 
continuation  of  the  chain  of  fortifications  for 
the  defence  of  Petersbujqg.  The  Sixtii  corps 
swung  round  to  the  left,  pushing  back  a  line  of 
rebel  skirmishers,  but  appareiitiy  not  meeting 
with  any  formidable  force,  for  the  firing  soon 
ceased  in  that  direction.  Simultaneously  with 
the  movement  of  the  Sixth  a  heavy  line  of  aki^ 
mishers  pushed  forward  in  frtmt  of  the  Second 
corps,  m  the  thick  woods  through  which  the 
lines  had  to  advance,  this  heavy  doud  of  8kI^ 
mishers  is  more  desirable  than  a  doee  line  of 
battle,  because  it  at  oooe  gives  room  for  the  sea 
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to  more,  and  exposes  fewer  to  the  bullets  of  the 
toemy.  And  thus  our  Imes  advanced  this 
evening,  meeting  with  a  stubborn  resistance, 
but  etui  pressing  onward,  untU  most  of  the 
ground  which  we  lost  has  been  regained  and 
reoccupied.  Our  lines  are  now  being  strength- 
ened bj  the  construction  of  breastworks  and 
the  phmting  of  several  batteries  of  artillery. 
Hie  skirmiMiers  on  both  sides,  however,  are 
firing  awaj  at  each  other  at  this  late  hour.  The 
Cttiudties  in  the  Second  corps  throughout  the 
day  will  number  only  a  few  hundred  ;  but  the 
loss  by  prisoners  captured  by  the  enemy  will 
exceed,  perhaps,  a  thousand. 


PmBSBTBO,  June  22—11  r.  m. 

This  afternoon,  pending  a  fight  in  which  the 
Second  corps  was  engaged,  and  in  which  the 
enemy  temporarily  got  the  best  and  captured 
eoooe  guns,  which,  however,  were  subsequently 
retaken.  General  Griffin's  division,  of  this  corps, 
was  sent  to  the  support  of  the  Second,  should 
its  services  be  needed.  Happily  the  brave  and 
invmcible  veterans  of  the  Second  corps 
succeeded  in  fighting  their  own  battle  un- 
aided, and  in  winning  a  glorious  vic- 
tory. It  was  a  fierce  conflict  Mot  only  the 
first  division,  but  all  the  divisions  of  this  corps, 
expected  every  moment  they  might  be  as 
heavily  engaged.  They  looked  for  it  and  were 
ready  .for  it,  as  they  always  have  been  known 
to  be.  As  it  was,  the  shells  of  the  enemy's 
camion  fell  among  the  First  division,  Idlling  and 
wounding  severs^. 

Rebel  sharpshooters,  too,  kept  up  their  ao- 
CQslomed  watchfulness,  and  more  than  one 
iraa  home  away  wounded  by  their  unerrine 
bullets.  Oaptain  Keene,  Twentieth  Maine  regi- 
ment, was  shot  by  one  of  these  sharpshooters, 
and  instantly  killed.  Lieutenant  Denvers,  Twen- 
tieth Pennsylvania,  dismounted  cavalry,  was 
severely  but  not  dangerously  wounded.  This 
morning  Brigadier-General  Ayres,  commanding 
^  Second  division,  while  inspecting  his  front 
Hoe,  had  two  narrow  escapes  from  the  bullets 
of  sharpshooters.  One  Dullet  hit  his  right 
thumb,  and  another  just  grazed  his  face  ;  and 
daring  some  cannonading  in  the  early  part  of 
^  day  the  shells,  as  ustuJ,  dropped  in  pretty 
thick  about  our  headquarters,  but  doing  no 
damage.  A  like  complimentary  salutation  was 
paid  to  the  First  division  headquarters,  and 
those  of  Colonel  Sweitzer.  I  was  at  the  hos- 
pital an  hour  ago.  One  poor  fellow  was  shot 
m  both  thiebs,  and  it  was  necessary  to  ampu- 
tate both  hgB.  **  Remember,  I  have  a  wife 
tnd  four  children,*'  was  all  he  said  before  the 
operation  was  performed.  He  lived  but  two 
hours. 

BmutqfSAKtmm  Amxt  or  VKM  TmomAO,  \ 
Jane  22— 6  x  m.  ) 

Wilson's  division  of  cavalry  moved  off  in  the 
Erection  of  the  Weldon  raihroad.  When  last 
heard  from  they  had  reached  Beams'  station, 


(ten  miles  west  of  Petersburg,)  and  were  tear- 
ing up  the  track  along  the  road. 

The  Second  and  Sixth  corps  moved  from 
their  old  positions  on  the  right  toward  the 
Weldon  railroad.  General  Lee  seems  to  have 
anticipated  a  movement  by  our  left  flank,  or 
else  he  designed  to  turn  our  right,  as  when 
Uiar  the  Jerusalem  plank-road  the  two  corps 
were  confronted  by  General  Hiirs  corps,  and 
a  smart  engagement  ensued.  A  battery  of  the 
Twelfth  New  York  artillery  was  annoving  the 
rebels,  who  succeeded  in  getting  round  on  the 
flank  and  charging  it  The  infantry  supporting 
the  battery  were  surprised,  and  after  a  faint 
show  of  resistance  retired,  leaving  four  guns 
in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Our  line  was  then 
re-formed.  The  men  were  becoming  accustomed 
to  General  Lee's  new  practice  of  acting  entirely 
on  the  defensive,  and  must  have  been  confused 
by  his  bold  and  sudden  onset  Two  divisions 
of  the  Fifth  corps  were  within  easy  supporting 
distance  on  the  right,  and  the  Sixth  corps  was 
ready  for  any  hostiUties  on  the  left  Charges 
were  made  by  the  rebels,  who  suffered  se- 
verely with  each  fresh  assault 

Ov  m  JAIOB  Rmni.  \ 

(Eleren  MUes  fhmi  Rlchinond),  June  23, 1864.  / 

To  General  R.  S.  Foster  has  been  confided,  by 
General  Butler,  a  most  important  and  perilous 
command  on  the  James  river.  This  position, 
since  it  is  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  is  at  a 
point  on  the  James  river  between  Aiken's  land- 
ing and  Four-Mile  creek.  General  Foster's 
force  is  a  formidable  one,  and  is  handled  by  as 
brave,  accomplished,  and  sterling  an  officer  as  is 
known  in  the  service.  He  will  do  the  rebels 
and  their  shattered  cause  as  much  damage  as 
any  General  in  the  army. 

During  the  twenty-first.  General  Foster  drove 
in  the  rebel  pickets  twice— the  One  Hundredth 
regiment.  New  York  volunteers.  Colonel  Dandy, 
making  two  most  gallant  charges,  upon  which 
he  was  heartily  congratulated  by  General  J.  B. 
Howell,  commaudi^  the  First  brigade.  First 
division.  Captain  Granger,  Company  K,  of  the 
One  Hundredth,  charged  fully  up  to  Mrs. 
Grover's,  driving  the  enemy  from  that  point, 
they  being  there  in  force.  Caotain  Mebome,  of 
the  First  New  York  mounted  rifles,  also  gal- 
lantly drove  the  enemy  three  hours.  The  rebel 
picket  line  is  in  range  of  ours,  and  the  enemy 
develops  a  large  adjacent  force.  They  are  also 
reported  to  be  in  full  force,  with  infantry  and 
cavalry,  under  command  of  Lee  —  another 
nephew  of  General  R.  E.  Lee — at  Chapin's 
Bluffy  four  miles  and  a  half  from  the  Grover 
house. 

The  gunboats  commenced  shelling  the  enemy 
at  a  quarter  to  seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
the  twenty-first  instant,  from  our  left,  maintain- 
ing a  vigorous  and  effective  fire  until  dark. 
The  inmiediate  result  of  this  shelling  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  attQ  drivine  of  the  enemy  from  the 
left  to  the  rights  whenoe  they  were  again 
driveo. 
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Throughout  yesterday,  the  twenty-second,  the 
enemy  vigorously  shelled  our  gunboats  coope- 
rating with  Foster — the  Mendota  and  the 
Hunchback — the  former  lying  below  the  pon- 
toon bridge,  and  the  latter  a  short  distance 
above  that  structure.  They  are  commanded  by 
Captain  Nichols  and  Captain  Fife,  respectively. 
The  Mendota  returned  the  enemy's  fire,  in  a 
short  time  silencing  their  batteries. 

The  enemy,  on  Foster's  front,  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  Lieutenant  Bernard  N.  Smith,  aid-de- 
camp, to  consist  of  Cook's  brigade,  of  Heath's 
division,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps.  The  enemy's 
cavahry  is  commanded  by  Major  Robins,  of 
Holcomb's  Legion,  which  is  composed  of  cavsdry, 
artillery  and  infantry.  In  addition  to  this,  sev- 
eral  brigades  of  rebels  passed  down  our  front 
yesterday  afternoon  (June  twent^-secondj,  three 
regiments  passing  over  Four-Mile  cree^  with 
one  regiment  deployed  as  skirmishers.  The 
skirmishing  resulted  in  our  taking  a  few  pris- 
oners. The  destination  of  the  passing  brigades 
alluded  to  is  unknown. 

On  yesterday  some  of  the  troops,  in  making 
excavations,  discovered  five  thousand  dollars  in 
gold  and  silver,  buried  in  the  ground  beneath 
the  ruins  of  a  charred  and  destroyed  mansion. 
The  excitement  was  intense  among  the  boys 
when  these  spoils  of  war  were  divided  among 
them  on  their  own  motion. 

HiADQiTABms  Abut  op  thb  Potomac,  1 
Thursday,  Jane  83—10  P.  M.     { 

The  operations  of  the  last  three  days  have 
had  for  their  object  possession  of  the  raibroads 
south  of  Petersburg — ^the  Weldon  and  Raleigh 
road  and  the  Lynchburg.  To  accomplish  this 
required  an  extension  of  the  line  far  to  the  left. 
It  was  thought  possible  a  surprise  might  be  ef- 
fected. In  that  case,  planting  ourselves  •n 
those  roads, all  would  be  attained  which  the  occu- 
pation of  Petersburg  would  give  us.  To  carry 
the  latter  directly,  we  must  expect  to  sustain 
large  loss.  To  reach  the  same  end  by  a  sliding 
movement  toward  the  south,  was  worth  the 
trial  Besides,  if  successful,  it  would  still  fur- 
ther envelop  the  city,  and  be  another 
step  toward  its  fall — a  step  toward  that 
remoter  objective,  Richmond.  Well,  it  has 
been  tried,  and  the  result — if  we  may  accept  as 
the  result  the  situation  of  this  hour — is  not  the 
most  cheerful  in  the  world;  nor  satisfactory, 
nor  yet  disheartening,  but  marred  by  a  dis- 
astrous episode — the  loss  of  prisoners  by  the 
Second  corps  yesterday.  There  is  this  comfort, 
that  the  losses  in  kUled  and  wounded,  com- 
pared with  those  of  last  week,  are  inconsider- 
able. 

The  Second  and  Sixth  corps  were  designated 
for  the  movement,  while  the  Eighteenth  was 
brought  from  Butler,  and  with  the  Fifth  and 
Ninth  holds  the  old  works.  Thus  three  corps 
were  stretched  over  the  ground  until  then  occu- 
pied by  four.  The  distance  from  the  left  of 
that  line,  being  Warren's  left,  to  the  point  on 
the  Weldon  rcKBtd  which  it  was  thought  might  be 


struck,  is  five  miles  or  th^eabout  The  Second 
corps  under  Birney,  had  gained  position  on 
Warren's  left  on  Tuesday — so  witiidrawn,  how- 
ever,  as  not  to  attract  the  attention  of  theeoemj. 
By  yesterday  morning  the  Sixth  had  assumed  s 
similar  relation  toward  the  Second,  and  now 
the  two  corps  advanced  toward  the  railroad, 
still  three  mues  distant 

Whether  the  enemy  penetrated  the  design,  or 
happened  to  be  maJdng  a  reconnoissance  in 
force  on  his  own  account,  he  seems  to  have  been 
moving  toward  us  simultaneously  with  our  ad- 
vance. This  was  about  noon  yesterday,  and 
the  coUisIou  was  but  an  hour  or  two  later.  Hie 
country  was  utterly  unknown  to  us,  or  if  any- 
thing was  known  as  to  the  direction  and  ter- 
mini of  roads,  and  the  distances  between  given 
points,  it  was  so  vague  and  faulty  that  ii  only 
served  to  mislead.  We  found  the  woods  more 
dense  and  continuous  than  any  encountered 
since  the  wilderness;  as  dense  as  ftose,  and 
different  only  in  that  there  are  mor«  cleared 
spaces.  Notwithstanfding  the  brief  time  the 
troops  had  been  in  the  position  from  whidi 
they  started,  they  moved  from  very  tderaUe 
works — the  Second  Corps  from  a  continnooB 
line,  and  the  Sixth  from  a  line  thrown  up  br 
Ricketts'  division,  which  reached  here  in  ad- 
vance of  the  rest  of  the  corps.  The  enemy  dis- 
covered our  advance  before  we  did  his,  and 
made  dispositions  accordingly — to  attack  ns  in 
flank  when  marchins^.  He  confronted  the 
Second  corps,  and  Barlow's  division ;  the  left  of 
that  corps  was  moving  still  further  to  the  left 
Ricketts  division,  Sixth  corps,  was  also  mov- 
ing, and  was  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
raihroad.  Mott's  (late  Bimey's)  and  Gibbon  "is 
Second  corps,  wore  in  aligned  positions  on  the 
right  of  Barlow.  Gibbon  had  planted  one  bat- 
tery of  four  guns  (McKnight's  Twelfth  Xew 
York  Independent).  I  have  been  unable  to  sift 
a  vast  contrariety  of  statements,  so  as  to  arrive 
at  even  a  theory  of  the  precise  way  it  all  b^ 
pened.  But  the  enemy  came  down  with  Htik 
or  bo  previous  indication  of  his  presence,  in 
force,  struck  Barlow,  and  glanced  by  him,  bear- 
ing away  prisoners,  and  then  fidling  upon  Mott 
and  Gibbon.  Officers  in  the  divisions  of  the 
latter  insist  that  the  first  knowledge  tiiey  had  of 
the  enemy  was  his  presence  directly  in  their 
rear.  Whether  he  came  down  between  Barlow 
and  the  Sixdi  corps,  or  behind  him  and  Mott, 
or  Gibbon,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  It 
is  perhaps  certain  that  Barlow  was  first  struck, 
that  at  some  points  the  line  was  struck  from  the 
rear,  at  others  from  the  front — at  all  unex- 
pectedly and  disastrously.  It  was  the  work  of 
an  instant.  Scarcely  any  resistance  was  made 
— there  was  no  time  for  it  GKbbon's  staff 
were  eating  dinner  a  fourth  of  a  mile  in  rear  of 
their  advance,  and  heard  no  fighting ;  were  con- 
founded at  sight  of  men  running.  111066  tfaey 
rallied  into  line,  but  the  enemy  came  no  far- 
ther. Those  that  did  not  run,  some  of  the  best 
troops  in  the  army,  were  captured  by  r^ 
ments.    The  First  brigade  (Pierce's)  suffered 
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most,  and  without  firine  a  shot,  yet  this  brigade 
bs8  been  the  pride  of  the  corps. 

Somebody  blundered,  else  such  soldiers  as 
the  Fifteenth,  Nineteenth,  and  Twentieth  Massa- 
ehosetts,  Seventh  Michigan,  Nineteenth  Maine, 
Forty-second  and  Eighty-second  New  York,  and 
Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  would  have  made  for 
themselves  an  opportunity  for  fighting.  It  was 
die  Seventh  Michigan  and  Nineteenth  Massa- 
chusetts  diat  volunteered  to  cross  to  Fredericks- 
burg in  boats,  under  a  severe  fire,  a  year  and  a 
half  ago,  which  they  did  so  perilously  and  so 
bravely.  Some  of  these  regiments  were  cap- 
tared  bodily,  viz. :  the  Nineteentli  and  Fifteenth 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Forty-second  and 
Eighty-second  New  York.  The  brigade  has 
lost  five  commanders,  and  other  officers,  and 
ruik  and  file  in  proportion,  during  the  cam- 
paign. Commanding  it  have  been  General 
Alexander  Webb,  wounded  at  Spottsylvania, 
and  Colonels  Haskell  and  McKean,  killed  at 
Cold  Harbor.  The  division  probably  lost  a 
thousand  prisoners  yestelt'day,  and  Mott's  and 
Barlow's  together  as  rxmny.  Beside  these  is  the 
loss  of  four  guns.  McKnigbt  stood  by  them 
and  his  colors  till  a  rebel  nag  flaunted  beside 
his  own,  and  there  was  but  one  man  with  him. 
lo-ddLj,  wbile  talking  of  the  disaster,  his  voice 
broke  and  his  eyes  mled.  The  presence  of  an 
enemy  had  never  caused  the  one  to  falter  nor 
abashed  the  other. 

Dispositions  were  instantly  made  to  retrieve 
the  fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Sixth  was  halted, 
Ricketts'  even  marching  back  a  mile,  and  two 
brigades  were  sent  for  from  Warren,  and  re- 
serve batteries  prepared  for  action.  Miles' 
brigade,  with  certain  others,  retired  intact  to 
the  line  of  the  morning,  and  it  was  hoped  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  pursue  bis  advantage. 
But  he  knew  better,  and  contented  himself  with 
the  trophies  already  won — two  thousand  pris- 
oners and  four  guns. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Wrieht  ad- 
vane^  the  Sixth  corps.  The  rebels  had 
retired,  leaving  a  thick  skirmish  line,  which 
raised  a  yell  and  fired  one  volley.  Our  men 
beat  them  both  in  yell  and  volley,  and  they 
fled,  like  so  many  pedestrian  Tam  O'Shanters. 
And  then  such  cheers  as  the  Sixth  sent  after 
theoL  The  whole  corps  charged  a  mile  and  a 
half,  halting  occasionally  to  preserve  align- 
ment, and  then  bivouacked.  The  direction  pur- 
sued, had  formed  it,  when  halted,  at  an  obtuse 
angle  with  the  Seccmd. 

Liter  in  the  evening,  Bumside  was  attacked 
strenuously,  but  without  avail. 

To-day,  at  half-past  three  a.  x.,  the  Sixth  and 
Second  advanced  simultaneously,  havii^,  during 
the  night,  perfected  connections  of  brigades, 
divisions,  and  corps.  Birney  barelp^  r^ained 
the  position  lost  yesterday.  Wnght  found 
nothing  before  him  but  pickets.  He  advanced 
some  distance,  swinging  around  Bimev.  His 
two  left  divisions,  Wheaton's  (late  NeiU's)  and 
Rickett's,  were  now  hardly  more  than  a  mile 
from  the  railroad.  Captain  Beatty,  with  one 
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hundred  pioneers  and  sharpshooters,  was  sent 
out  to  reconnoitre.  He  reached  the  railroad 
unopposed,  and  found  it  without  the  pretence 
of  a  guard,  and  with  his  reportw  sent  a  couple 
of  feet  of  telegraph  wire  he  had  cut  from  the 
Raleigh  line.  The  Third,  Fourth,  and  Eleventh 
Vermont  were  instantly  despatched  to  take 
possession,  and  preparations  were  made  to  ex- 
tend the  corps  to  that  point  But  by  this  time 
ths  rebels  were  fully  awake  to  the  situation.  It 
was  as  vital  to  them  to  regain  the  raihoad  as  it 
was  to  us  to  retain  it  Their  interior,  therefore 
shorter,  lines  gave  them  every  advantage. 

It  is  not  less  than  ten  miles  from  our  right  on 
the  river  to  the  point  in  question  on  the  rail- 
road. The  rebel  communication  between  the 
two  is  not  over  four.  Ajid  so  they  pushed 
down  in  overwhelming  numbers,  all  of  Hill's 
corps,  and  attacked.  We  had  not  completed  a 
line,  had  had  no  time  to  intrench,  and  there  was 
nothing  but  to  fall  back.  Even  that  was  a  mat- 
ter of  some  difficulty.  The  Thirty-fourth  Ver- 
mont lost  prisoners,  and  it  was  fortunate  that 
the  order,  "As  you  were/'  was  issued  so 
promptly.  The  rebels  followed  closely,  attack- 
ing at  the  right  of  the  corps,  and  then  to  the 
left,  and  further  to  the  left,  till  they  found  cav- 
ahry,  and  knew  they  had  determined  our  limit 
in  tliat  direction.  It  appeared  to  be  his  pur- 
pose to  make  a  general  assault,  and  it  were 
better  to  sustain  uiat  covered  by  some  sort  of 
works.  Hence,  in  the  edge  of  the  evening,  all 
the  divisions  of  the  corps  retired,  and  now 
occupy  the  positions  of  the  morning; 

HiADQUAKms  Abmt  or  i&i  Poiokao^     ) 

NSAB  PRX88BUR0,  \ 

Friday,  June  24—9  p.  x.  ) 

This  morning  opened  with  one  of  the  heaviest 
cannonades  of  the  whole  campaign,  and  the  im- 

gression  was  produced  on  people  at  a  distance 
:om  &e  scene,  that  a  terrible  battle  was  in 
progress.  It  transpired  soon,  however,  that  the 
enemy  had  merely  been  wasting  ammunition 
in  a  concentrated  and  tremendous,  but  harm- 
less, fire  upon  the  troops  and  batteries  of  the 
Eighteenth  corps,  from  his  batteries  beyond  the 
Appomattox.  Terrible  as  was  the  storm  of 
shot,  shell,  grape,  and  canister  that  rained  along 
our  lines  on  the  right,  the  damage  done  was 
utterly  insignificant 

The  ball  opened  at  about  half-past  six  a.  m. 
and  closed  at  about  nine.  Our  own  batteries 
during  this  time  were  not  silent  but  replied 
in  spirited  style.  While  this  artillery  fire  was 
raging,  a  charge  was  made  on  a  portion  of 
Genersd  Stannard's  division  of  the  Eighteenth 
corps,  by  Hoke's  brigade  of  rebels.  About 
four  hundred  of  them  succeeded  in  entering 
our  front  line  of  rifle-pits,  a  mere  picket  Une, 
our  skirmishers  retiring  to  the  main  breast- 
work of  the  front  line  of  battie.  While  these 
were  coming  in,  our  troops  did  not  fire,  from 
the  fear  that  they  might  hit  our  own  men. 

The  rebels,  encouraged  by  this,  advanced 
boldly  toward  our  intrenchments,  but  the  mo- 
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ment  our  skirmishers  had  all  got  in,  a  voUej 
was  immediately  fired  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  that  mowed  them  down  fearfully.  Their 
progress  was  all  at  once  stopped,  and  to  retreat 
was  as  much  out  of  the  question  as  to  advance. 
When  placed  in  this  dilemma,  our  men  continued 
firing  rapidly  upon  them.  They  made  sijps 
of  a  desire  to  surrender,  which  was  not  at  first 
received,  but,  as  soon  as  their  wish  was  ascer- 
tained, firing  was  discontinued,  and  they  re- 
ceived a  cordial  invitation  to  come  in. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six,  and  thirty-six  wounded  were 
brought  off  tlie  ground.  The  remainder  of  the 
four  hundred  must  have  been  either  killed  or 
too  badly  wounded  to  get  away,  as  the  men  cap- 
tured say  none  went  back.  Many  of  the  pris- 
oners appeared  to  be  rather  pleased  than  sad  at 
the  lot  which  had  beMen  them.  One,  a  ser- 
geant, exclaimed  fervently  as  he  jumped  into 
our  intreuchments, "  Thank  God,  I'm  a  white  man 
again,"  a  rather  emphatic  way  of  announcing 
that  he  considered  himself  released  from  slavery 
in  becoming  a  prisoner. 

Another  one,  a  captain,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  entire  brigade  to  which  he  belonged 
would  come  in,  if  they  could  do  so  without  Do- 
ing fired  on.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Uie 
men  appear  to  be  chiefly  South  Carolinians,  and, 
judging  by  the  feelings  they  express,  one  would 
infer  that  the  State  which  inaugurated  the  war 
was  ready  to  cry,  ^  hold,  enough  ;"  but  these 
men  are  of  the  poorer  class,  and  their  views 
and  feelings  are  entirely  distinct  from  those  of 
the  wealthy  oligarchy  who  rule  them,  and 
wield  them  for  the  accomplishment  of  their 
own  aims,  by  combining  a  system  of  the  most 
shameless  mendacity  with  a  rigorous  exercise  of 
power. 

Some  of  the  prisoners  taken  this  morning 
say  they  have  been  told  constantly  that  the 
Yankees,  if  successful,  will  reduce  them  to 
a  condition  almost  worse  than  that  of  the 
slaves,  compelling  them  to  work  for  seven  pence 
a  day,  or  whatever  they  mav  see  fit  to  give.  I 
was  particularly  struck  by  the  naturalness 
and  evident  sincerity  of  the  reply  made  by  a 
wounded  rebel  to  some  one  who  inquired  whe- 
ther he  came  into  the  army  on  his  own  inclina- 
tion. "  No,  indeed,"  he  answered, "  I  ought  to 
be  home  plowing  com  this  very  hour."  The 
look  of  care  in  his  eve,  as  he  said  this,  betrayed 
anxious  thoughts  of  his  distant  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  the  crops  he  had  planted  wilting  un- 
der the  hot  sun  for  want  of  his  culture. 

Yesterday  afternoon  General  Wright,  with 
the  Sixth  corps,  made  a  movement  to  the  left, 
and  reached  the  Weldon  railroad,  of  which  he 
destroyed  some  five  miles.  Fires  were  built 
along  it,  which  destroyed  the  ties,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  warped  the  iron  so  as  to  unfit  it  for 
future  use.  Having  accomplished  his  object,  he 
returned  to  his  former  position.  Toward  even- 
ing a  report  was  brought  in  that  a  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy  was  moving  off  toward  our 


left,  with  the  probable  intentention  of  tuniing 
onr  flank. 

Some  litUe  excitement  was  created  by  ftii 
statement,  as  soon  as  it  got  hinted  around,  but 
it  was  only  a  very  brief  time  before  prepan- 
tions  had  been  made  to  repel  any  attaia  from 
the  threatened  quarter. 

Colonel  Sweitzer's  brigade  of  Qeneral  6ri^ 
fin's  division.  Fifth  corps,  moved  down  the  Je- 
rusalem plank-road  at  double-quick,  and  Colooel 
Collis,  with  the  Provisional  brigade  from  hetd- 
auarters  of  the  army,  moved  down  in  the  same 
direction.  Selecting  a  suitable  position,  th^ 
deployed  across  and  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  threw  np  a>  line  of  breastworks,  whidi  were 
held  througnout  the  night,  but  no  enemy  ap- 
peared to  molest  them. 

Everything  is  extremely  quiet  to-night  Three 
or  fonr  times  since  dark  I  nave  hetffd  the  re- 
port of  cannon  and  a  little  musketry,  but  now  I 
hear  no  sound  more  warlike  than  that  of  horses 
browsing  in  the  bushes  near  where  I  write,  and 
a  sinele  wagon  rattling  over  corduroys  a  qou- 
ter  of  amOe  away;  not  the  sound  of  a  smde 
^un,  lar^e  or  small,  for  the  last  half  hour.  Toe 
heat  to-day  has  been  intense,  and  ^e  dust  rises 
in  clouds,  which  envelop  everything.  . 

FlBO  B0OKS  FmSBCH,  I 

Jimei4— r.  M.    / 

The  Weldon  and  Petersburg  railroad  was 
seized  early  this  morning  by  the  Sixth  corps, 
without  anv  opposition  to  speak  of  being 
offered  by  the  enemy.  Yesterday  a  party  sent 
out  to  destroy  the  road  were  set  on  by  Ander- 
son's division,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  driveo 
off  disastrously.  This  morning  we  take  and 
hold  it  unmolested.  What  can  be  the  enemy's 
reason  for  thus  deserting  this  important  point, 
has  been  the  cause  of  much  speoumtion. 

A  part^  advancing  against  the  road,  at  seven 
o'clock  this  morning,  discovered  that  it  had 
been  abandoned  by  &e  enemy.  Reinforoeoiento 
were  immediately  sent  them,  and  the  road  ii 
now  in  our  possession.  While  moving  down 
reinforcements  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  ^ 
enemy  opened  with  artillery  on  theoL  General 
Bimey,  coounanding  the  Second  corps,  soon 
silenced  the  battery  in  a  very  peculiar  manner, 
by  throwing  shells  into  the  city.  He  has  found 
this  a  very  effective  way  to  force  them  to  cease 
firing. 

A  mulatto,  who  has  just  come  into  our  lines, 
reports  Petersburg  to  be  filled  with  people,  all 
the  inhabitants  within  a  radius  of  ten  nules 
having  fled  to  the  city  for  shelter  and  pro* 
visions.  The  latter  are  furnished  by  the  comniis- 
sary  department,  who  issue  to  them,  as  well  as 
to  Uie  troops,  half  rations  daily. 

The  report  of  the  disaster  whidi  befell  a  por- 
tion of  the  Second  corps,  on  the  twenty-second, 
appears  to  have  been  rather  modest  Instead 
of  simply  meeting  with  a  reverse  on  that  un- 
fortunate day,  one  entire  brigade  (Cleneral 
Pearce's),  and  part  of  another,  were  "gobbled* 
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outright.  It  c^pears  that  some  men  had  gone 
to  the  front  of  these  troops,  who  were  throwing 
Top  temporary  breastworks,  and  built  a  fire. 
This,  running  through  the  parched  shrubbery 
and  undergrowth,  soon  spread  through  the 
entire  plot  of  timber,  causing  a  dense  smoke. 
The  rebels,  relyins  on  the  smoke  to  conceal 
them  until  they  comd  approach  our  busy  troops, 
dashed  noiselessly  at  them  through  the  fiery 
barrier.  Wholly  off  their  guard  against  any 
such  desperate  feat  on  the  part  of  the  rebels, 
our  men  were  thoroughly  surprised,  and 
captured  ere  they  could  make  the  slightest  re- 
BiBtance. 

Hbadqcikibs,  June  25—6  a.  x. 

The  only  fighting  that  took  place  yesterday 
was  an  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  General 
Bomside's  position.  The  enemy  opened  with  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  was  returned  by 
our  lotteries,  and  the  rebels,  in  making  a  charge, 
were  driven  back  in  confusion,  upward  of  one 
hondred  prisoners  being  taken. 

This  occurred  about  eight  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  and 
the  artillery  firing  was  kept  up  for  an  hour, 
when  all  became  quiet  at  that  point  About  the 
same  time  a  battery  opened  in  front  of  a 
hospital  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  corps,  which 
the  rebels  seemed  desirous  of  cleaning  out ;  but 
they  were  deterred  by  our  guns  before  any 
damage  resulted. 

Picket  firing  is  still  kept  up  along  nearly  the 
entire  hue,  and  in  almost  every  hospital  are  a 
few  victims  of  this  species  of  warfare. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  change  in 
the  skirmish  line  without  some  loss  from  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  these  lines  have  to 
be  relieved  always  after  dark  on  that  account 

The  engagement  between  the  Sixth  corps  and 
the  enemy  for  the  possession  of  the  railroad  on 
Wednesday  was  quite  severe,  particularly  in 
front  of  the  Second  division,  commanded  by 
General  Wheaton. 

Only  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad  had  been 
destroyed  when  the  party  were  attacked  by  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Ander- 
son, supported  by  Wilcox's  division.  Captain 
Bcatre,  of  the  Third  Vermont  reeiment,  was  in 
charge  of  the  party  that  reached  the  road,  and 
he  fell  back  slowly  while  the  skirmish  line  held 
the  enemy  in  check.  But  a  body  of  the  enemy 
made  a  flank  movement,  expecting  to  turn  the 
left  flank  of  the  line  of  battle. 

They,  however,  did  not  penetrate  for  enough, 
although  they  succeeded  in  taking  a  number  of 
the  skirmishers  prisoners,  of  the  Fourth  and 
Eleventh  Vermont  regiments,  Vermont  brigade. 
The  enemy  afterward  advanced,  and  attempted 
to  break  through  the  line  at  several  points,  but 
were  met  with  such  a  heavy  fire  from  our  forces 
that  they  were  driven  back  every  time  with 
heavy  loss. 

They  finally,  at  dark,  gave  np*the  effort,  and 
retreated  across  the  rauroad  bank,  where  they 
took  up  an  advantageous  position. 

Oar  loss  was  very  light  in  killed  and  wounded, 


while  t^at  of  the  enemy,  it  is  supposed,  was 
more  than  double  ours.  We  lost  quite  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  but  the  figures  cannot  be  as 
yet  correctly  given. 

The  railroad  from  City  Point  to  Petersburg  is 
bein^  placed  in  order,  and  an  engine  and  cars 
are  dready  provided  to  put  on  the  road  as  soon 
as  it  is  in  running  condition.  Supplies  arrive 
at  the  front  regularly,  and  the  troops  lack  no- 
thing in  that  respect,  but  they  suffer  somewhat 
from  a  scarcity  of  water. 

June  25th — 9  p.  m. — Our  pickets  extend  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  the  Petersburg  and  Wel- 
don  railroad  track.  The  enemy  seem  deter- 
mined to  make  a  serious  fight  for  its  posses- 
sion. The  damage  done  to  the  road  by  Wil- 
son's cavalry  is  reported  to  be  ahready  repaired 
by  them. 

The  general  course  of  our  line  is  now  north 
and  south,  with  turns  to  the  west  on  the  ex- 
treme right  and  left  The  right  and  right-centre 
are  close  to  Petersburg,the  course  of  the  line  being 
such  as  to  make  the  left-centre  on  a  line  vergent 
from  the  city.  It  is  owing  to  this  that,  while  it 
has  been  quiet  in  front  of  our  left  during  the 
past  forty-eight  hours,  desultory  muskelary  firing 
and  artillery  have  steadily  continued  along  the 
front  of  General  Smith  and  General  Burnside. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  the  ar- 
tillery on  both  sides,  on  that  part  of  the  lines,  has 
been  active.  A  battery  of  thirty-two-pounder 
guns,  on  the  right  of  Smith's  position,  threw 
shells  into  Petersburg  every  five  minutes  for 
two  hours. 

General  Smith  has  been  engaged  all  day  in 
placing  heavy  guns  and  mortars  in  batteries  at 
various  points  on  the  hills  in  the  rear  of  his 
line.  He  expects  to  give  a  night  entertainment 
with  them.  General  Burnside  is  also  locating 
some  heavy  pieces  and  mortars. 

The  other  parts  of  our  line  were  too  distant 
from  Petersburg  and  the  rebel  works  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Appomattox  for  an  effectual 
use  of  heavy  pieces,  and  the  bombardment  will 
be  opened  from  the  right  and  right-centre 
alone. 

The  extraordinary  heat  continues,  and  with 
the  air  of  dust  in  which  this  whole  vicinity  is 
enveloped  makes  active  movements  almost  im- 
practicable. 

Captain  Elder,  of  the  First  United  States  Ar- 
tillery, Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  Eighteenth 
corps,  rode  into  the  enemy's  lines  yesterday, 
by  mistake,  and  was  captured. 

June  26 — ^9.  p.  m. — At  about  ten  o'clock  last 
evening  the  enemy,  mistaking  the  movements  of 
our  reliefs  for  an  abandonment  of  our  line,  at- 
tempted to  advance  their  picket-line  in  front  of 
Potter's  and  Ledlie's  divisions  of  flie  Ninth 
corps,  and  Turner's  division  on  the  left  of 
Smith's  line.  From  our  line  a  heavy  musketry 
and  artillery  fire  was  immediately  opened  tipon 
tliem,  that  speedily  checked  their  aavance.  The 
firing  continued  for  about  an  hour,  and  sounded 
like  a  heavy  engagement  Our  casualties  were 
very  few. 
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In  the  course  of  the  night  Smith's  line  was 
fell  several  times  by  the  enemy,  each  attempt 
to  advance  being  stopped  by  a  few  volleys  from 
our  side.  One  of  the  heavy  batteries  on  the 
right  threw  shells  into  Petersburg  all  night 

Nothing  occurred  along  our  hne  to-day  be- 
yond the  usual  ragged  firing  on  our  right  and 
right-centre. 

The  last  few  days  of  rest  have  been  well  im- 
proved in  reorganizing  the  army  as  far  as 
practicable. 

THE  COLOBED  TROOPS. 

Jm  tbe  FnoDf  KMAR  FmnBuw,  VnmmA.I 
Jane  27, 18M.     } 

The  problem  is  solved.  The  negro  is  a  man, 
a  soldier,  a  hero.  Knowing  of  your  laudable  in- 
terest in  the  colored  troops,  but  particularly 
those  raised  under  the  immediate  auspices  of  the 
Supervisorv  Committee,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
that  I  should  let  you  know  how  they  acquitted 
themselves  in  the  late  actions  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, of  which  you  have  already  received  news- 
paper accounts.  If  you  remember,  in  my  con- 
versations upon  the  character  of  these  troops,  I 
carefully  avoided  saying  anything  about  their 
fighting  qualities  till  I  could  have  an  opportu- 
nity^ of  trying  tbem. 

That  opportunity  came  on  &e  fifteenth  inst, 
and  since,  and  I  am  now  prepared  to  say  that  I 
never,  since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  saw 
troops  fight  better,  more  bravely,  and  with  more 
determination  and  enthusiasm.  Our  division, 
commanded  by  General  Hinks,  took  the  advance 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  arrived  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  works  about  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  formed  line,  charged  them,  and  took  them 
most  handsomely.  Our  regiment  was  the  first 
in  the  enemy's  works,  having  better  ground  to 
charge  over  than  some  of  the  others,  and  the 
>  only  gun  that  was  taken  on  this  first  line  was 
taken  by  our  men.  The  color-sergeant  of  our 
regiment  planted  his  colors  on  the  works  of  the 
enemy,  a  rod  in  advance  of  any  officer  or  man 
in  the  regiment  The  effect  of  the  colors  being 
thus  in  advance  of  the  line,  so  as  to  be  seen  by 
all,  was  truly  inspiring  to  our  men,  and  to  a  cor- 
responding degree  dispiriting  to  the  enemy.  We 
pushed  on  two  and  a  half  nules  further,  till  we 
came  in  full  view  of  the  main  defences  of  Peters- 
burg. We  formed  line  at  about  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  reconnoitred  and  skirmished  the  whole 
afternoon,  and  were  constantly  subject  to  the 
shells  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  At  sunset  we 
charged  these  strong  works  and  carried  them. 
Major  Cook  took  one  with  the  left  wing  of  our 
regiment  as  Bkirroishers,  by  getting  under  the 
guns,  and  then  preventing  their  gunners  from 
using  their  pieces,  while  he  gained  the  rear  of 
the  redoubt,  where  there  was  no  defence  but 
the  infantry,  which,  classically  speaking,  "  ske- 
daddled.'* We  charged  across  what  appeared 
to  be  an  almost  impassable  ravine,  with  the 
right  wing  all  the  time  subject  to  a  hot  fire  of 
grape  and  canister,  until  we  got  so  far  under 
the  guns  as  to  be  sheltered,  when  the  enemy 


took  to  their  rifle-pits  as  infiuitiTmeiL  On 
brave  fellows  went  steadily  through  the  swamp, 
and  u^  the  side  of  a  hill,  at  an  angle  of  almost 
fifty  aegrees,  rendered  nearly  impassable  by 
fallen  timber.  Here  a^ain  our  color-seigeant 
was  conspicuous  in  Keeping  hi  ahead  of 
the  most  advanced,  hanging  on  to  the  aide 
of  the  hill,  till  he  would  turn  about  and 
wave  the  stars  and  stripes  at  his  advandog 
comrades ;  then  steadily  advancing  again,  under 
the  ^  fire  of  the  enemy,  till  he  could  almost 
have  reached  their  rifle-pits  with  his  flag- 
staff How  he  kept  from  being  killed  I  do  not 
know,  unless  it  can  be  attributed  to  the  bet  tliat 
the  party  advancing  up  tlie  side  of  the  hiH 
always  has  the  advantage  of  those  who  hold  the 
crest  It  was  in  this  way  that  we  got  such  de- 
cided advantage  over  tiie  enemy  at  Souft 
Mountain.  We  took,  in  these  two  redoubts, 
four  more  guns,  roakiuff,  in  all,  five  for  our  r^ 
ment,  two  redoubts,  and  part  of  a  rifle-pit  as  our 
day's  work.  The  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Seventh 
United  States  colored  troops  advanced  against 
works  more  to  the  left  The  Fourth  United 
States  colored  troops  took  one  more  redoubt, 
and  the  enemy  abandoned  the  other.  In  flieae 
two  we  got  two  more  guns,  which  made,  in  all, 
seven.  'The  Sixth  regiment  did  not  get  up  in  time, 
unfortunately,  to  have  much  of  the  spiort,  as  it 
had  been  previously  formed  in  the  second  line. 
We  left  forty-three  men  wounded  and  clevoi 
killed  in  the  ravine,  over  which  our  men  charged 
the  last  time.  Our  loss  in  the  whole  dify'i 
operations  was  one  hundred  and  forfy-thi^ 
including  six  officers,  one  of  whom  was  killed. 
Sir,  there  is  no  underrating  the  good  conduct 
of  these  fellows  during  these  charges ;  with  but 
a  few  exceptions,  they  all  went  in  as  old  soldiers, 
but  with  more  enthusiasm.  I  am  delighted  that 
our  first  action  resulted  in  a  decided  victory. 

Tbe  commendations  we  have  received  from 
the  Army  of  (he  Potomac,  including  ita  general 
officers,  are  truly  gratifying.  Hancodc's  corps 
arrived  just  in  time  to  relieve  ua  (we  being  out 
of  ammunition),  before  the  rebels  were  rein- 
forced and  attempted  to  retake  these  strong 
works  and  commanding  positions,  without  whi<^ 
they  could  not  hold  Petersburg  one  hour,  if  it 
were  a  part  of  Grant's  plan  to  advance  against 
it  on  the  right  here. 

Greneral  Smith  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  day's  work,  as  you  have  doubtless  seen^and 
he  assured  me,  in  person,  that  our  division 
should  have  the  guns  we  took  as  trophies  of 
honor.  He  is  al^  making  his  word  good  in 
saying  that  he  could  hereafter  trust  colored 
troops  in  the  most  responsible  positions.  Col- 
onel Ames,  of  the  Sixth  United  States  colored 
troops,  and  our  regiment,  have  just  been  relieved 
in  the  front,  where  we  served  our  tour  of  forty- 
eight  hours  in  turn  with  the  other  troops  of  the 
corps.  While  out,  we  were  subjected  to  some 
of  the  sever^t  shelling  I  have  ever  seen,  Mal- 
vern Hill  not  excepted.  The  enemy  got  t^oo^ 
guns  in  position  auring  the  night,  and  opened 
on  us  yesterday  morning  at  di^light     Our 
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men  stood  it,  behind  their  works,  of  course,  as 
well  as  any  of  the  white  troops.  Onr  men, 
mifortiiDately,  owing  to  the  irregokr  features  of 
groood,  took  no  prisoners.  Sir,  we  can  bayonet 
the  enemy  to  terms  on  this  matter  of  treating 
colored  soldiers  as  prisoners  of  war  far  sooner 
than  the  authorities  at  Washington  can  bring 
bim  to  it  by  negotiation.  This  I  am  morally 
perstuded  oj.  I  know  further  that  the  enemy 
wout  fight  us  if  he  can  help  it.  I  am  sure  that 
the  same  number  of  white  troops  could  not 
have  taken  those  works  on  the  evening  of  the 
fifteenth;  prisoners  that  we  took  told  me  so. 
I  mean  prisoners  who  came  in  after  the  aban- 
donment of  the  fort,  because  tiiey  could  not  get 
away.    They  excuse  themselves  on  the  ground 

of  pride ;  as  one  of  them  said  to  me,  "  D d 

if  men  educated  as  we  have  been  will  fight  with 
niggers  and  your  government  ought  not  to  expect 
it  The  real  fact  is,  the  rebels  will  not  stand 
aeainst  our  colored  soldiers  when  there  is  any 
dance  of  their  being  taken  prisoners,  for  they 
are  conscious  of  what  they  iustly  deserve.  Our 
men  went  into  these  works  sdfter  they  were 
taken,  yelling  "  Fort  Pillow  T*  The  enemy  well 
knows  what  this  means,  and  I  will  venture 
the  assertion  that  that  piece  of  infernal  brutal- 
itj  enforced  by  them  there  has  cost  the  enemy 
already  two  men  for  every  one  they  so  inhu- 
manly murdered. 

HKADQUJjam  Abmt  or  im  Povoiug,  ) 
June  29, 4  f.  x.    j 

Wilson,  with  his  cavalry  command,  is  near 
Reams'  station,  on  ^e  Wefdon  railroad,  return- 
lug  from  his  raid  at  the  point  named,  which  is 
about  eight  miles  from  here.  The  main  body  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  are  said  to  be  obstructing 
his  progress,  and  endeavoring  to  ppevent  him 
from  funning  a  junction  with  the  rest  of  the 
army.  Sheridan  has  been  senjt  for  to  come  to 
his  assistance,  with  the  other  two  divisions  of 
the  cavalry  corps,  and  pending  his  arrival,  the 
Sixth  corps  has  left  its  position  on  the  left,  and 
hasgone  on  the  same  errand. 

While  these  events  are  in  progress  on  our 
aide,  a  column  of  the  enemy,  comprising  about 
eighteen  regiments,  is  observed  moving  down 
west  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  They  may  be 
making  for  Reams*  station,  in  which  case  a 
collision  is  likely  to  occur  between  them  and 
(ieneral  Wright's  corps ;  or  possibly  they  may 
inake  an  attack  on  our  left,  when  the  Second 
corns  will  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  as- 
aamt  General  Hancock,  who  has  just  resumed 
coDunand  of  his  corps,  is  making  all  necessary 
preparations  for  such  an  event,  and  will  not  be 
taken  by  surprise. 

Wilson  succeeded  in  destroying  forty  miles 
of  railroad.  LASt  night  be  was  at  Stony  Grove, 
Booth  of  Stony  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Nottoway 
river,  and  on  attempting  to  cross  found  his 
Msaee  opposed  by  the  enemy.  He  then  sent 
kaatrs  division  westward  to  cross  the  stream 
higher  up  and  then  make  for  the  railroad  near 


Reams*  station,  in  which  vicinity  the  entire 
command  now  is. 

OONlRDEftATI  AOOOUMTS. 

Akmt  op  NOSTHBDr  VOMIDni,      I 

NiAB  a^mi'  Mill,  Joim  8, 1864.  f 

Yesterday  evening,  about  four  o'clock,  after 
having  been  previously  arranged,  Gordon's  and 
Rhodes'  divisions  of  Ewell's,  and  Heth's  di- 
visions of  ^.  P.  Hill's  corps,  executed  a  flank 
movement  on  the  enemy's  right,  near  Bethesda 
Church,  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  cap- 
turing, it  is  said,  some  eight  hundred  prisoners. 
Rhodes  and  Gordon  certainly  captured  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  and  I  have  it  on  good  authority 
that  Heth  took  between  two  and  three  hundred 
more,  and  driving  the  enemy  back  nearly  a  mile, 
taking  from  him  no  less  than  three  strongly  in- 
trenched lines,  two  of  them  being  lines  of  battle 
and  one  a  skirmish  line.  Our  loss  will  not  reach 
over  three  hundred ;  of  that,  Ewell's  loss  being 
about  two  hundred,  and  Heth's  estimated  at 
about  one  hundred. 

Among  the  killed  is  the  g^allant  Brigadier- 
General  Doles,  of  (Georgia,  who  fell,  pierced 
through  the  left  breast,  while  leading  his  brigade 
into  action.  Among  the  wounded,  I  hear  the 
names  of  Brigadier^eneral  Kirkland,  who  was 
slightiy  hurt;  Colonel  Williams,  Thirty-ninth 
Virginia,  and  Colonel  Berry,  Sixtieth  Gheorgia, 
were  also  wounded  slightly. 

It  seems  Gordon,  who  led  this  flank  move- 
ment, discovered  a  swamp,  across  which  he 
cbarged.  This  swamp  the  enemy  supposed  to 
be  impassable,  and  hence  were  not  on  their 
guard  for  a  flank  movement  in  that  direction. 
Our  men  first  drove  in  the  enemy's  line  of 
skirmishers;  then  pressing  them,  we  caused 
their  first  line  of  battle  to  give  back  rapidly  by 
the  vigor  of  our  charge,  and  without  the  firing 
of  a  gun  on  our  side,  the  enemy  firing  feebly. 
On  our  boys  pressed,  up  to  the  second  strongly 
intrenchea  line  of  battle,  which  was  also  pro- 
tected by  stockades ;  so  close  were  our  men  on 
the  heels  of  the  enemy,  that  both  worked  to- 
gether in  pulling  down  ^e  stockade  defences, 
and  some  of  our  men  entered  their  breastworks 
along  with  the  enemy.  The  enemy  dared  not 
fire  for  fear  of  shooting  their  own  men.  As  we 
took  the  second  line  of  the  enemy,  our  men 
fired  iilto  the  enemy,  who  now  made  a  stand 
and  fought  us  until  night  ended  the  engage- 
ment 

All  the  troops  engaged  in  this  fight  acted  weU, 
and  especially  that  far  and  justly  frtmed  Stone- 
wsdl  brigade,  under  the  lead  of  its  new  com- 
mander, the  gallant  Terry.  • 

The  position  from  which  we  drove  the  enemy 
was  naturally  very  strong,  and  rendered  doubly 
so  by  very  heavy  lines  of  fortifications.  They 
had  transverse  hnes,  and  paraUel  lines,  and  lines 
running  every  way,  and  it  seems  a  marvel  how 
they  were  driven  from  their  position. 

The  foroe  which  we  put  to  flight,  and  of 
whom  we  captured  so  goodly  a  number,  be- 
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longed  to  Warren's  Fifth  corps.  Five  regular 
regiments  are  represented  among  the  prisoners, 
namely,  the  Second,  Ninth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth 
and  Fourteenth.  We  also  captured  the  com- 
manding officers  of  three  of  them— Captain 
Kibbor  of  the  Fourteenth ;  Captain  Penn,  of  the 
Second,  and  another  officer,  whose  name  I  for- 
get. These  officers  seemed  to  care  little  or 
nothing  about  themselves,  their  great  anxiety 
appearing  to  be  to  learn  something  about  the 
fate  of  their  colors. 

Besides  the  five  hundred  well  Yankees,  some 
fifty  wounded  ones  were  captiu'ed,  nearly  all  of 
>\'hom  were  wounded  in  the  back.  It  is  also 
related  b^  an  officer,  that,  passing  over  one  of 
these  omcers — a  captain — ^he  supposed  him  to 
be  dead;  chancing,  however,  to  look  back, 
great  was  his  surprise  to  see  this  dead  captain, 
as  he  had  supposed,  heeling  in  rearwards. 

While  this  warm  work  was  goin^  on  in 
Ewell's  front,  picket  and  field  skirmish  lines 
were  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
there  was  considerable  shelling.  It  is  idso  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  attacked  Hoke,  near 
this  point,  about  night  yesterday,  but  were 
gidlantly  repulsed  with  considerable  slaughter 
of  their  numbers;  our  side  suffered  litSe  or 
nothing. 

Last  evening,  just  before  dark,  Wilcox  placed 
a  battery  of  twelve  ^uns  in  position,  on  tne  ex- 
treme right,  and  having  shelled  the  enemy's  po- 
sition, advanced  and  occupied  the  heights  near 
McClellan's  bridge,  on  the  Chiclukhomiuy. 
During  the  advance  Brigadier-General  Lane  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

This  morning  about  sunrise  the  ball  opened 
again,  principaUv  on  Longstreet's  and  Stokes' 
fronts,  and  for  three  hours  the  enemy  continued 
to  assault  our  lines.  Each  time,  however,  they 
were  most  gallantly  and  successfully  repulsed, 
our  men  suueriug  scarcely  any,  while  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  be  very  heavy — 
indeed  it  is  believed  that  the  enemy  has  lost 
to-day  not  less  than  seven  thousand  men.  while 
ours  can  scarcely  be  one  twentieth  of  that 
number.  The  principal  and  most  repeated  as- 
saults have  been  made  on  Kershaw  s  front,  the 
enemy,  it  is  said,  having  charged  him  not  less 
than  fourteen  times.  Each  time,  however,  his 
gallant  division  (formerly  McLaws'),  has  suc- 
cessfully driven  bock  the  assailants.  Hoke  had 
also  signally  repulsed  three  different  assaults, 
this  time  captunn^  a  few  prisoners. 

At  one  time  this  morning,  the  enemy  having 
made  a  most  vigorous  attack  upon  Breck- 
inridge, a  portion  of  his  command  was  forced 
back.  Finnegan's  Floridians,  however,  at  once 
bounded  forward  with  a  yell,  and  regained  what 
Breckinridge  had  temporarily  lost  Three 
pieces  of  artillery,  belonging  to  Reid's  battalion, 
I  were,  for  a  while,  taken,  but  Finnegan  re- 
*  captured  them.  General  Finnegan  himself  was 
slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  leave  the  field. 
General  Law,  of  Fields'  division,  was  also 
wounded  this  morning,  in  the  eye,  not,  however, 
dangerously. 


The  enemy  also  made,  early  this  morning,  a 
feeble  assault  upon  Heth's  and  Rhodes'  divisioDs, 
on  our  extreme  left,  but  were  repulsed  by  our 
skirmish  line. 

Since  morning  there  has  not  been  mudi 
fighting,  but  heavy  skirmishing  and  artflkiy  fir- 
ing has  been  eoing  on  all  day  along  the  lines. 
Grant  has  evidenmr  been  reinforcea  from  Bat> 
ler,  and  seems  to  be  contracting  his  lines  and 
massing  his  troops. 

Mv  information,  derived  from  what  I  deem 
good  authority,  was  that  Heth  and  Rhodes  bid 
been  slightly  assaulted. 

Later  information,  however,  represents  that 
the  assault  on  Rhodes  ancTHeth  was  very  vigor- 
ous, and  that  we  literally  piled  up  the  Ta^e 
dead  in  front  of  these  divisions.  Lieutenant- 
General  Ewell  has  been  sick,  but  is  now  re- 
covering. His  corps,  for  the  last  ten  dajra. 
has  been  under  the  command  of  Major-Genenl 
Early. 

The  battle-ground,  to-day,  has  extended  from 
one  and  a  half  miles  to  the  left  of  Mechudcs- 
ville  to  McClellan's  bridge,  a  distance  of  some 
seven  miles. 

Grant's  main  efforts  to-day  have  been  direct- 
ed against  our  right  wing. 

BumM^mj>  nia  QAoatf  Mill,  June  Z~4 1.  m. 

Hetli's  division  participated  with  EweOintba 
fight  yesterday,  capturing  over  two  hundred 
prisoners.  Among  his  wounded  was  Brigadier- 
General  Kirkland,  slightly. 

The  battle  opened  at  sunrise  this  moniing, 
about  ten  miles  below  Richmond,  extending 
from  the  Mechaniosville  road  to  McGeOan's 
bridge,  making  the  line  of  battle  over  seven 
miles  long,  the  enemy  making  the  attack. 

The  heaviest  fighting  is  reported  in  Rhodes', 
Kershaw *s,  and  Hoke's  front,  who  gallantly  re- 
pulsed every  assault  of  the  enemy. 

Our  loss  is  very  slight — not  over  five  hun- 
dred in  killed  ana  wounded.  Thatof  theenemv 
is  fully  six  thousand.  Some  estimate  it  as  hign 
as  ten. 

The  enemy  at  one  time  broke  tiiroogh  Breck- 
inridge's division,  capturing  three  pieces  of  a^ 
tillery.  Finnegan,  however,  quickly  came  up, 
recapturing  the  artillery  and  taking  one  piece 
from  the  enemy.  Breckinridge  lost  probably 
two  hundred  prisoners. 

The  heaviest  fighting  was  up  to  eleven  o'dock ; 
since  then  there  has  been  heavy  cannonading 
and  incessant  skirmishing. 

Generals  Law  and  Finnegan  slightly  wounded. 
The  latter  did  not  leave  the  field. 

THE  ATTACK  OK  PEfOtSBUBO. 

Yesterday  was  another  day  of  excit^nent  in 
our  midst ;  little  more  was  done  by  our  citizens 
than  to  pepare  for  the  stem  realities  of  the 
crisis  which  stared  them  in  the  face. 

Yesterday  morning  at  one  o'clock  three  dis- 
charges of  cannon  were  heard  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  whereabouts,  and  at  early  dawn 
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our  pickets  were  driven  in  on  &e  City  Point 
and  Prmce  George  Coort-honse  roads.  It  was 
BTibseqaentlj  ascertained  that  these  movements 
were  bat  feints  to  deceive  oar  forces,  while  the 
real  movement  for  the  sorprise  and  capture  of 
the  city  was  on  the  Jerusalem  plank-road,  coming 
into  Petersburg  from  a  southerly  direction.  On 
the  two  first-named  roads  the  enemy  appeared 
in  considerable  numbers  as  early  as  seven 
o'clock,  and  brisk  skirmishing  was  kept  up  for 
some.  At  eight  o'clock  the  Court-house  and  en- 
gine bells  were  rung,  to  which  the  citizens  re- 
sponded with  their  usual  alacrity,  and  mani- 
fested every  disposition  to  defend  their  homes 
and  firesides. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy's  gunboats  as- 
cended the  Appomattox  river,  and  opened  a 
furious  ^e  on  Fort  Clifton  and  at  various  other 
points  along  the  river,  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  occupying  the  attention  of  our  troops  in 
Gheaterfield. 

At  nine  o  clock  our  pickets  on  the  Jerusalem 
plaok-road  were  driven  in,  and  before  ten  the 
enemy  showed  himself  in  overwhelming  num- 
bers, filling  the  road  and  woods  on  both  sides. 
Our  breastworks  here  extended  from  the  resi- 
dence of  Timothy  Rivers,  Esq.,  on  the  left  to  and 
acrofls  the  roadwav,  and  beyond  the  house  of 
Mr.  William  A.  Gr^ory  on  the  right  The 
en^y  manoeuvred  for  a  while,  thinking,  prob- 
bably,  that  our  raw  troops  would  abandon  their 
position  without  a  tight 

Bat  never  were  the  Yankees  more  mistaken. 
Ov  men  were  made  of  sterner  stuff,  and  in- 
apired  by  the  cool  determination  of  their  leaders, 
Ueneral  Colston  and  Colonel  F.  H.  Archer,  main- 
tained their  ground  like  veterans.  Finally,  the 
enemy  ordered  a  charge,  and  came  down  to  our 
breastworks  with  a  yell,  their  drawn  sabres 
flashing  in  the  sunlight  When  within  forty 
paces  of  the  fortifications  the  order  to  fire  was 
given  and  the  Yankees  recoiled  and  fell  ^ack. 
A  prisoner,  taken  subsequently,  states  that  in 
tins  charge  the  notorious  Spear  led,  and  that  he 
had  fortv  killed  and  wounded.  This  charge  was 
repeated  twice,  but  with  like  results,  when  the 
enemy  resorted  to  the  flanking  process,  which, 
hj  reason  of  his  overwhelming  numbers,  he 
was  enabled  to  do  with  much  ease.  A  snort 
time  afterward  a  regiment  came  round  Rivers' 
house,  on  our  left,  another  appeared  on  our 
right,  and  a  large  body  came  down  in  front 
We  had  but  a  hundred  and  seventy  men,  all 
told,  and  it  was  impossible  with  this  number  to 
guard  centre,  right  and  left,  along  a  length  of 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  or  more.  The  order 
was  given  to  retreat,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
enemy  had  possession  of  oiu:  worlut,  our  camp, 
ind  were  in  full  pursuit  of  our  men.  Couriers 
had  been  despatched  for  reinforcements,  but 
fiiey  did  not  come  up  in  time  to  save  our  for- 
tifications, and  manv  of  Petersburg's  best  and 
most  gallant  sons  fell  in  the  a£Eray,  some  kiUed 
•Dd  others  wounded. 

The  enemy  came  on  in  double  columns,  with 
ttbres  drawn,  until  they  reached  the  hill  op- 


posite the  waterworks,  where  they  planted  a 
cannon  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  the  city. 
They  then  started  down  the  hill,  and  their  ad* 
vance  column  actually  took  possession  of  a 
bridge  which  crosses  Powell's  run,  at  the  foot 
of  the  waterworks  hilL 

They  were  almost  in  Petersburg ;  could  see 
its  spires  and  steeples,  and  many  of  the  houses 
on  our  suburban  limits ;  but  again  that  Divine 
arm,  which  has  been  so  often  outstretched  in 
our  behalf,  was  bared,  and  our  city  was  saved 
from  the  tread  of  the  ruthless  invader.  Just  at 
this  opportune  moment,  Graham's  battery 
reached  the  Reservoir  Hill,  unlimbered  in  an 
instant,  and  vriih  a  precision  and  rapidity 
which  we  have  heard  spoken  of  as  being  sdmost 
without  precedent,  threw  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  a  shower  of  shell. 

The  missiles  of  death  coming  so  unexpectedly 
to  the  foe,  he  at  first  seemed  overwhelmed  with 
surprise,  and  halted,  neither  advancing  nor  re- 
treating; but,  a  minute  or  two  later,  another 
branch  of  our  service  made  its  appearance, 
which  quickly  determined  the  enemy  as  to  the 
best  course  for  him  to  pursue.  Dearine's 
cavalry  brigade  quickly  dismounted,  and  de- 
scending the  hill  with  a  yell,  charged  upon  the 
enemy  in  beautiful  style.  This  was  more  than 
they  expected  (since  &ey  had  encountered  onlr 
a  few  militia  in  the  breastworks,  and  had  ad- 
vanced nearly  a  mile  without  seeing  any 
regulars),  and  they  instantly  wheeled  their 
horses,  and  started  back  up  hill  in  ereat  con- 
fusion. Graham's  battery  continued  to  play 
upon  them,  and  Dearing's  men  crossed  the 
ravine  and  ascended  the  opposite  hill  in  gallant 
style,  their  carbines  keeping  up  a  regular  and 
musical  fusilade  upon  Kautz  and  Spear  and  their 
rapidly  retreating  followers.  Upon  reaching 
the  top  of  the  opposite  hill  the  enemy  hoped  to 
make  a  stand.  Here  another  colunm  which 
they  had  sent  to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering by  the  Brentford  Church  road  hove  in 
sight  DMt  Uiis  column  had  also  started  on  a 
retrogade  movement,  but,  to  their  surprise,  too, 
they  had  encountered  Sturdivant's  battery, 
which  had  gone  out  by  another  road,  and  the 
two  columns  met  and  continued  their  retreat, 
the  speed  not  at  all  slackened  by  Confederate 
shell  and  balls,  which  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
amone  them. 

In  Jackson's  field,  a  mile  or  so  frt>m  Brentford 
Church,  we  captured  a  handsome  cannon  and 
six  horses,  which  the  enemy  were  compelled  to 
abandon  in  their  flight  Our  forces  pursued 
them  for  a  few  miles,  killing  and  wounding 
many  and  taking  some  prisoners.  Yesterday 
afternoon  late,  our  pickets  extended  several 
miles  on  the  Jerusalem  plank-road,  but  nothing 
of  the  enemy  could  be  seen,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  they  have  retreated  to  the  river.  This  is 
only  supposition,  however,  and  the  vandals  will 
bear  constant  and  vigilant  watching. 

Eautz  is  in  command  of  this  force,  and 
prisoners  taken  variouslv  estimate  it  at  from 
three  thousand  to  five  thousand.    There  is  no 


584 


REBELLION  RECORD,  18e»-65. 


doubt  it  was  intended  to  capture  the  city,  and 
aJl  the  circumstances  are  strongly  corroborative 
of  this  view.  Thanks  to  a  kind  Providence, 
who  has  nerved  the  hearts  and  strengthened 
the  hands  of  our  braVe  men,  we  have  been 
again  preserved. 

The  enemy  crept  up  behind  the  residence  of 
William  A.  Gregory,  ascended  to  the  roof,  and, 
knocking  off  the  shingles,  were  enabled  not  only 
to  obtain  an  excellent  view  and  ascertain  the 
number  of  our  forces,  but,  through  the  openings 
thus  made,  fired  upon  and  killed  many  of  our 
men  behiiid  the  breastworks.  The  residence  of 
Timothy  Rivers,  Esquire,  fell  into  the  possession 
of  the  invaders.  After  our  forces  had  retreated, 
the  scoundrels  not  only  ransacked  and  robbed 
it  of  all  its  contents,  but  they  applied  the  torch 
and  burned  it  to  the  ground,  they  also  having 
carried  off  Mr.  Rivers  a  prisoner. 

.     GENERAL  HENRY  A.  WISTS  ORDER 

HSADQUABTKRB  FDUIT  HiLITART  DUTRIOr,  \ 

Dbt.  N.  a  AMD  8a  Va.,  June  12, 1861 J 

Special  Orders  Ko,  11. 

Vn.  To  the  troops  of  my  command  for  the 
defence  of  Petersbm-g,  on  the  south  side  of  ih^ 
Appomattox,  on  the  ninth  instant,  I  have,  with 
the  approval  and  under  the  instructions  of  tiie 
Commanding  Greneral.  to  offer  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  tneir  gallant  conduct,  and 
my  congratulations  upon  their  successful  re- 
pulse of  the  enemy.  Approaching  with  nine 
regiments  of  infantry  and  cavaEry,  and,  at 
least,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  they  searched  our 
lines  from  battery  Number  One  to  battery 
Number  Twenty-nine,  a  distance  of  nearly  six 
miles.  Hood's  and  Battels  battalions,  the  Forty- 
sixth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  and  one 
company  (Captain  Woods'  company  F),  of  the 
Twenty-third  South  Carolina,  with  Sturdivant's 
battery,  and  a  few  guns  in  position,  and  Talia- 
ferro's cavalry,  kept  them  at  bay,  and  pUnished 
them  severely  until  they  reached  the  Jerusalem 
plank-road,  in  front  of  battery  Twenty-nine,  de- 
fended by  Major  Archer's  corps  of  reserves 
and  second-class  militia,  and  by  one  piece  of 
Sturdivant's  battery,  a  howitzer,  under  the  tem- 
porary command  of  Brigadier-Qeneral  Colston. 
Then,  with  overwhelming  numbers,  they  were 
twice  repulsed,  and  succeeded  only  at  last  in 
penetrating  a  gap  in  the  line,  and  in  flanking  and 
eaining  the  rear  of  a  mere  handful  of  citizen-sol- 
diers, who  stood  firmly  and  fought  bravely  as  vet- 
erans, until  ordered  to  fall  back.  Alas  1  some  of 
the  noblest  of  them  fell  "  with  their  backs  to  the 
ground  and  their  front  to  the  foe,"  consecrating 
with  their  blood  the  soil  of  the  homes  they  de- 
fended. Their  immediate  commanders  have  re- 
ported the  heroism  of  them  all,  the  living  and 
the  dead,  and  now  with  pride  and  gratitude  I 
announce  that  Beauregard  himself  has  thanked 
Archer  and  his  comrades  on  the  very  spot  of 
their  devotion.  If  they  lost  kiUed,  wounded  and 
missing,  sixty-five  out  of  less  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  they  spent  their  blood  dearly  to 


the  enemy ;  if  Sturdivant's  battery  lost  one  evn, 
a  better  was  captured,  and  another  disaUed, 
and  if  they  lost  a  half  a  mile  of  ground,  tbej 
gained  about  a  half  hour  of  time  and  savM 
their  beloved  city  by  holding  on  long  enough 
for  Sturdivant's  and  Graham's  and  Young's  Ut- 
teries,  Deming's  cavalry,  and  the  For^-sxth 
Virginia  infiantry,  with  Wood's  8on^  GbroIiDa 
company,  a  company  of  convalescents  and  a 
company  of  penitents,  to  drive  back  the  inso- 
lent foe  from  approaches  which  their  footstefii 
for  the  first  time  polluted.  With  the  help  of 
God  it  shall  be  the  last  time.  With  such  troopt 
as  aU  have  proved  themselves,  oommanden  may 
well  give  assurance  with  confidence  to  the 
people  of  Petersburg.  A  people  who  can  fight 
thus  for  their  altars  must  oe  aided,  Bupp<»rted. 
guarded  by  every  arm  which  can  be  oatstretdied 
for  their  defence.  Comrades !  their  wives  and 
daughters  are  daily  and  houiiv  nursing  our  sick 
and  wounded,  they  wipe  the  hot  brow,  cool  the 
fevered  lips,  and  tenderly  nourish  and  comfort 
the  suffenug  soldiers  in  their  hospitals.  The 
angel  nurses  and  the  stricken  patriots  of  this 
patriotic  place  shaD  not  fall  into  the  hands  ol 
ruffian  invaders.  Its  very  militia  has  set  an  ex- 
ample which  inspires  the  confidence  that  Petecs- 
burg  is  indomitable,  and  which  consoles  and 
compensates  for  every  drop  of  blood  which  has 
been  spilt  at  Nottowi^,  at  Walthal  Jnnction,%Dd 
at  Drury's  Bluff,  and  Hewlett's  Neck,  tea  die 
defence  of  the  old  Cockade  City.  Let  the  xe- 
serves  and  second  class  of  militia  of  the  sur- 
rounding counties  now  come  in  promptly,  one 
and  all,  and  emulate  this  bright  and  Buccessfoi 
example— let  it  hotly  hiss  to  blood-red  shame 
the  laggards  and  skulkers  from  the  streets  and 
aUeys  of  the  city  to  the  lines ;  and  let  it  pro- 
claim aloud  that  Petersburg  is  to  be  and  soatt 
be  defended  on  her  outer  walls,  on  her  inna 
lines,  at  her  corporation  bounds,  in  every  street 
and  around  ev^v  temple  of  God  and  altar  oi 
man  in  hw  very  neart,  until  the  blood  of  that 
heart  is  spilt  Roused  by  ^his  spirit  to  this 
pitch  of  resolution,  we  will  fight  tne  enemy  at 
every  step,  and  Petersburgis  safe. 

USNBT  A.  Wisi, 

BrigadiarGeiMnL 

Official : 

J.  V.  Pbabcb,  a.  a.  G. 

MOVEIfENTS  or  GENERAL  GRUTT. 

Akmt  op  NORXRIRSr  TteODOA,) 

NBABQAons'MnisJuBelS-^p.M.  | 
Grant  is  again  in  motion  on  our  right,  and  our 
Generals  are  making  proper  movements  to  meet 
him.  He  commencea  retiring  from  our  front 
last  night,  but  the  movement  was  not  discoveod 
until  Uiis  morning,  when  our  line  of  battle  was 
advanced  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  enei^y 
were  gone. 

Grant  conunenced  crossing  at  Long  bridge 
with  infantry.  artiUery  and  cavalry  this  morning, 
after  a  feeble  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
forces  there  stationed.  Grant  is  therefore  across 
the  Chickahominy,  and  it  cannot  be  lon^  before 
a  GolHsion  occors. 
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It  is  quite  tme  tbat  Grant  has  been  takine  np 
and  burning  the  York  River  raih-oad,  which 
indicates  that  Grant  either  intends  to  cross  to 
the  south  side,  or  he  intends  taking  the  James 
river  as  a  base.  This  morning  troops  are  land- 
ing from  transports  near  Malvern  tiilL  It  is 
impossible  yet  to  say  where  onr  lines  are  likely 
to  DO  established.  Grant  has,  by  this  movement, 
secured  possession  of  Malvern  Hill,  it  is  be- 
fieved. 

The  breastworks  which  Grant  has  left  were 
iD  of  the  most  formidable  character,  and  were 
six  lines  deep. 

No  coUisioD  of  any  magnitude  has  yet  occur- 
red, but  before  to-morrow's  sun  shsJl  set  we 
may  expect  another  battle. 

There  was  an  engagement  this  morning  near 
Ridley's  shop,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  about 
fifteen  miles  below  Richmond,  between  the  en- 
emrs  forces,  consistine  of  infentry,  artillery 
and  cavalry,  and  a  body  of  our  cavalry.  Our 
cavalry,  however,  owing  to  the  superiority  of 
ibe  enemy's  numbers,  were  forced  back.  The 
enemy  is  also  said  to  be  moving  up  the  river 
road.  Grant  has  gotten  no  nearer  Richmond  bv 
this  move.  He  bas,  however,  reached  the  south 
side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  left 
by  die  enemy  to-day  in  their  abandoned  trenches 
have  been  brought  in — among  them  a  mail  car- 
rier. 

OCNISIAL  LEF8  DESPATCH. 

Hbaoqcibrrs,  Arxt  or  NoBiBisir  Ya.,  1 
Jane  14—0  p.  x.     / 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

&R— The  force  of  the  enemy,  mentioned  in 
my  last  despatch  as  being  on  &e  Long  bridge 
road,  disappeared  during  the  night.  It  was 
probably  advanced  to  cover  the  movement  of 
the  main  body,  most  of  which,  as  far  as  I  can 
leam,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Long  bridge 
sod  below,  and  has  reached  James  river  at 
Westover  and  Wilcox's  landing.  A  portion  of 
General  Grant's  army  upon  leaving  our  front,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  is  reported  to  have  proceeded  to 
Ae  White  House,  and  embarked  at  that  place. 
Eveiything  is  said  to  have  been  removea,  and 
she  depot  at  the  White  House  broken  up.  The 
cars,  engines,  railroad  iron  and  bridge  timber 
that  had  been  brought  to  that  point  have  also 
been  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  &a, 

R.E.  Leb, 

'  OenenJ. 

Lnmediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  despatch, 
a  number  of  rumors  were  started  through  the 
city,  and  speculation  was  rife  as  to  where  Grant 
vss  making  for.  Some  thought  that  with  his 
army  beaten  and  demoralized,  and  himself 
nnarting  under  the  disappointment  of  not 
being  nominated  at  Baltimore,  he  was  with- 
diiwing  his  army  to  Washington.  Others  that  he 
v«8  marching  back  to  Fredericksburg.  Others 
agab  thought  that  he  was  making  for  Suffolk, 
to  move  against  the  railroads  in  North  Carolina. 
Others  thsik  he  was  sending  off  the  bulk  of  his 


BSgny  to  reinforce  Sherman  in  Georgia.  And 
still  another  opinion  was  that  he  was  moving 
off  to  the  south  side.  Ridiculous  as  some  of 
these  were,  they  were  the  rumors  of  the  day, 
and  as  such  we  note  them.  To  heighten  this 
speculation,  a  deserter  who  came  in  vesterday 
reported  that  Grant  was  under  arrest  for  drunk- 
enness ;  that  he  had  been  dead  drunk  since  the 
day  of  the  fight  near  Hanover  Court-house,  and 
hud  to  be  borne  in  an  ambulance.  All  this 
tended  to  increase  the  anxiety,  and  to  give  color 
to  every  rumor  that  was  heard  in  the  streets  : 
but  by  night  it  was  pretty  definitely  ascertained 
that  Grant,  or  at  least  the  greater  portion  of  his 
army,  had  crossed  over  to  the  south  side.  We 
heard  of  no  official  intelligence  of  this,  but  from 
information  we  receivea  last  night  we  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  it 

Westover.  where  General  Lee  in  his  despatch 
above  states  the  enemjr  to  have  moved,  is  imme- 
diately on  the  James  river,  not  far  from  Bermuda 
Hundred,  where  Butler  is,  and  the  river  at  that 
point  is  narrow  and  well  situated  for  the  laying 
down  of  pontoons.  It  is  likely  he  crossed  his  for- 
ces over  here,  and  effected  a  junction  with  Butler. 
At  any  rate,  it  was  generafly  reported  and  be- 
lieved last  night  that  the  enemy  was  moving  on 
Petersburg,  and  a  rumor  was  current  that  fight- 
ing  had  commenced  between  the  two  armies. 
We  learned  last  nicht,  on  inquiry  in  official  cir- 
cles, that  they  had  oeen  advised  of  no  fighting 
beyond  some  skirmishing  yesterday  with  Dear- 
ing's  cavalry,  in  which  our  pickets  were  driven 
in.  Otherwise  they  reported  all  quiet  But 
private  accounts  reported  that  the  enemy  was 
around  Petersburg,  and  that  his  forces  were  in 
hue  of  battle  in  front  of  the  outer  fortifications. 
This  may  be  a  little  extravagant,  a  h'ttle  too  far ; 
but  firom  all  we  can  learn,  we  think  it  is  likely 
that  Grant  has  effected  a  junction  with  Butler, 
and  designs  moving  on  retersburg,  with  the 
view  of  cutting  our  lines  of  communication  with 
the  South.  Finding  that  he  cannot  whip  us  he 
will  probably  resort  to  the  other  expedient  of 
starving  us. 

PsmamTWi,  Jane  16, 1864. 

At  five  p.  M.  yesterday,  comparative  quiet  had 
settled  along  our  lines  for  two  hours  or  more, 
and  it  was  Sie  general  impression  that  the  fight- 
ing had  ceased  for  the  day.  In  this  our  troops 
were  mistaken,  for  it  was  ascertained  before 
dark  that  the  enemy  had  massed  a  very  heavy 
force  on  our  left,  especially  on  the  City  Point 
and  Prince  George  Court-house  roads. 

At  sunset  the  enemy  charged  on  batteries 
commanding  these  roads,  coming  up  in  line  of 
battle  six  and  seven  columns  deep.  The  brunt 
of  the  assault  was  sustained  by  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Forty-sixth  regiments  of  Wise's 
brigade  and  Sturdivant's  battery  of  four  guns* 
Three  furious  assaults  were  made,  the  enemy 
coming  up  with  a  yell,  and  making  the  most 
determined  efforts  to  carry  the  works.  Our 
troops  received  them  with  a  terrific  volley  each 
time,  sending  the  columns  back  broken  and  di^ 
comfited. 
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The  fourth  assault  was  made  with  such  OYjgr- 
whelmiTig  numbers  that  our  forces  found  it  im- 
possible to  resist  the  pressure,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  give  way.  The  enemy  now  poured 
over  the  works  in  streams,  captured  three  of 
our  pieces,  and  turning  the  guns  on  our  men, 
opened  upon  them  an  enfilading  fire  which 
caused  them  to  leave  precipitatefy.  The  guns 
captured  belonged  to  Sturdivant's  battery,  and 
we  regret  to  hear  that  Captain  S.  himself  was 
captiu-ed,  and  two  of  his  lieutenants  were 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  The 
gallant  manner  in  which  the  battery  was  fought, 
up  to  the  last  moment,  is  the  theme  of  praise  on 
every  tongue.  All  present,  with  whom  we  have 
conversed,  say  that  Gaptein  S.  and  his  men 
stood  up  manfully  to  their  work,  and  the  last 
discharge  was  made  by  Captain  S.  almost  soli- 
tary and  alone. 

The  city  was  filled  with  rumors  last  night  re- 
garding the  killed  and  wounded.  But  as  we 
could  get  nothing  authentic  regarding  names, 
we  fear  to  give  them.  It  is  genonJly  conceded 
that  Captain  Sturdivant  was  captured,  and  also 
Major  Batte,  of  the  Petersburg  city  battalion. 

The  position  gained  by  the  enemy  is  a  most 
important  one.  Our  generals  are  fully  aware  of 
tliis,  and  we  shall  undoubtedly  have  hot  work 
to-day. 

Oflicers  in  the  field  yesterday,  estimate  the* 
number  of  the  enemy  actually  seen  fronting  dif- 
ferent portions  of  our  lines  at  from  ten  to 
twelve  thousand.  It  is  believed  that  this  is 
only  the  advance  column,  and  that  Grant  has 
nearly  his  entire  army  on  this  side  of  the  river. 
Thirty  odd  transports  ascended  the  James  river 
with  troops  yesterday. 

Twenty  three  prisoners  brought  in  last  night, 
belonging  to  the  One  Himdred  and  Forty- 
eighth  New  York  regiment,  all  concur  in  the 
statement  that  Baldy  Smith's  entire  army  corps 
(the  Eighteenth),  is  on  this  side  of  the  river. 
Again,  other  prisoners  taken  yesterday  morning, 
state  that  they  belong  to  Bumside's  corps. 
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FIGHT  WITH  THE  ALBEMABLE. 

OoHRDnuTB  SrinB  Soumbr  Albekablk,  1 
PLTMOirra,  N.  C,  May  7, 1864.     j 

Commander  B.  F,  Pinkneyy  Commanding,  etc : 
Sis — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obe- 
dience to  yours  of  the  fifth  instant,  I  left  here  at 
meridian  of  that  day,  together  with  the  prize 
steamer  Bombshell,  as  tender,  and  the  Cotton 
Plant,  to  convoy  to  Alligator  river.  As  soon  as 
we  reached  the  mouth  of  Roanoake  river,  we 
discovered  six  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  in  the 
Sound,  about  ten  miles  distant.* 

They  immediately  got  under  way,  and  stood 
down  the  Sound,  E.N.E.,  until  we  had  run 
about  sixteen  miles,  when  three  more  gun-boats 
(double-enders)  of   a  much  more  formidable 

«  See  Dodunent  17,  page  212,  Volome  lOi'BebelUoa  Beoord, 


class,  carrying  from  ten  to  twelve  goiiB  tudi, 
made  their  i^pearance.  Perceiving  the  un- 
equal contest  in  which  we  were  compelled  to 
engage,  I  immediately  prepared  for  action. 

The  enemy  steamed  up  in  two  columns,  half 
a  mile  apart,  delivering  his  broadside  as  he 
passed  us ;  two  of  his  largest  and  swiftest  ves- 
sels breaking  off  from  the  column,  bore  rapidly 
down  upon  ue  Bombshell,  and  pourinr  in  their 
broadsides,  forced  her  to  surrender.  The  third 
or  fourth  shot  fired  by  the  enemy  broke  off 
twenty  inches  of  the  muzzle  of  the  after  gun 
of  the  Albemarle. 

The  action  lasted  from  twenty  minutes  to  five 
until  after  dark,  when  they  moved  otL  One  of 
the  lareest  ana  heaviest  boats  endeavored  to 
run  us  aown,but  failed  in  the  attempt,  although 
she  struck  us  heavilv  on  the  starboard  quarter. 
I  think  we  succeeded  in  sinking  her,  as  we 
gave  her' two  shots  while  she  hung  to  us,  which 
must  have  passed  through  her. 

The  rapidity  of  the  firing  caused  such  a  dense 
smoke  that  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  dam- 
age done  the  enemy,  but  I  think  I  am  safe 
in  sayinff  that  we  sunk  one  of  their  most  for- 
midable boats,  and  severely  crippled  two  otfaen. 

The  contest  was  a  very  severe  one,  bating 
about  three  hours.  The  disadvantages  under 
which  I  labored  from  the  tiller  giving  way,  and 
the  impossibility  of  producing  steam  enough  to 
manage  the  vessel  to  advantage,  prevented  me 
from  inflicting  much  greater  damage  than  we 
did.  The  smokestack  was  riddled  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  useless,  and  so  great  was 
my  extremity  at  one  time  that  I  was  (atodd 
to  tear  down  the  bulkheads,  throw  in  all  my 
l^con,  lard  and  other  combustible  matter,  to 
produce  steam  enough  to  bring  me  back  to  the 
river. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  especially  of  the  following-Damed  men, 
viz.:  John  Benton,  James  Gullington,  J.  B. 
Cooper,  H-  A.  K^hn,  John  Smith,  H.  P.  Hoy, 
Thomas  Wooten,  John  Steely,  and  T.  Kichois. 
The  pilot,  John  B.  Hopkins,  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  manoeuTred 
the  vessel,  and  brought  her  safely  back  to  port 
Since  the  engagement,  I  have  learned  by  flag 
of  truce  that  there  was  no  one  hurt  on  the 
Bombshell 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servanti 
J.  M.  COOKB, 

Oommamky,  C.  &  V, 


Doa96. 
A  KAHONAL  MOTTa 

«  THE  HEEL  OF  THE  OLD  FLAG^^AFF  SHAIX  BBUIEB 1HI 
RATTLESNAKES  HEAD  1" 

Across  the  front  of  the  stand  of  &e  National 
Union  Ratification  Meeting,  held  in  Baltimore 
in  June,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying^  ti^ 
nominations  of  the  candidates  for  the  rt^si- 
deny  and  Vice-Presidency  of  the  United  StateiL 
was  displayed  the  above  thoroughly  naliooal 
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motto,  conceived  hy  Mr.  W-  W.  Carter  of  that 
dfy,  in  March,  1862,  and  which  he  afterward 
had  inscrihed  upon  a  handsome  silken  Union 
flag,  which  he  presented  to  President  Lincoln 
in  the  following  August,  accompanied  hj  a  letter 
reqaesting: 

''That  the  flag  might  be  deposited  in  the 
War  Department,  in  order  tiiat  toe  motto  mi^ht 
be  incorporated  into  the  national  fiuth  during 
the  present  struggle  for  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  and  me  Laws,  and  the  perpetuity 
of  our  nationality/' 

The  letter  then  continues :  "  The  motto  is 
nationa],  symbolic,  and  prophetic.  The  Heel 
of  the  Old  Flag-StaflF  represents  the  Federal 
Government;  me  Rattlesnake's  Head  repre- 
sentB  the  Rebellion  inaugurated  by  South  Caro- 
lina, the  synabol  of  whose  sovereignty  is  that 
vicious  reptQe;.and  the  declaration  of  enmity 
between  the  heel  and  head  is  prophetic  of  the 
absolute  power  and  inflexible  determination 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  crush  out  the 
Rebellion  at  syiy  and  every  cost  commensurate 
with  the  life  of  the  nation. 

*'Let  the  motto  then  be  inscribed  upon  the 
flaunting  banners  of  our  advancing  armies; 
let  it  be  spread  before  the  public  eye,  and 
thnndered  into  the  public  ear  at  all  the  loyal 
ptherings  of  the  people;  let  it  stimulate  the 
heart  of  the  nation  all  over  the  land,  and  finally, 
let  it  be  the  battle-cry  for  the  Union  until  the 
flag  of  our  country  shall  again  be  planted  upon 
e?ery  mountain-top,  and  its  musical  flutterings 
^ain  be  borne  upon  every  passing  breeze. 
Yea  I  until — 

"  <  Cor  aU  the  cKles  and  forts  once  more, 
Ibe  sura  and  Strlpea  we  shall  restore/  " 

The  sentiment,  with  its  accompau3ring  re- 
marks, have  been  most  heartily  endorsed  by 
a  large  number  of  the  Governors  of  the  loyal 
States,  to  whom  they  have  been  submitted, 
as  well  as  by  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Hon. 
Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  Hon,  Joseph  Holt,  and 
Commodores  Porter,  Bahlgren,  and  others.  - 
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EXGLUSIOH  OF  THE  "ALABAMA." 
ACnON  OF  THE  CHINESE  GOVERNME^TT^ 

On  the  eighfli  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Burlingame, 
American  Minister  tp  China,  notified  the  Gov- 
^ument  of  that  country  of  the  appearance  of  the 
pirate  Alabama  in  the  Chinese  seas,  and  request- 
ed that  she  should  be  excluded  from  Chinese 
ports.  Prince  Kung  replied  as  follows,  de- 
claring tl^  he  had  given  orders  for  her  ex- 
dosion: 

1  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
despatch  on  the  eighth  instant,  in  which  you  in- 
form me  that  the  southern  part  of  the  United 
Slates  has  risen  in  rebellion  to  the  Grovemment ; 
ud  that  a  steamer,  called  the  Alabama,  is  now 
croiiing  on  the  ocean,  burning  and  destroying 
^resMls  and  prc^rty  of  their  citizens;   you 


therefore  request  that  a  proclamation  be  issued 
forbidding  her  to  enter  the  ports  of  China,  &c 

It  appears  from  this,  that  by  the  rebellion  of 
the  southern  portion  of  the  United  States  against 
their  government,  your  country  is  placea  very 
much  in  the  same  position  that  China  is,  whose 
seditious  subjects  are  now  in  revolt  against  her ; 
and  as  it  is  highly  desirable  to  prevent  this 
rebel  steamer  from  injuring  or  molesting  Ameri- 
can merchant  ships,  I  have  notified  the  various 
Governors-General  and  Grovemors  of  the  mari- 
time provinces  that  if  the  steamer  Alabama,  or 
any  other  ship,  intending  to  injure  American 
shipping,  come  into  their  jurisdiction,  they  are 
on  no  account  to  permit  such  vessel  to  x;ome  hito 
any  port  They  are  require.d  to  issue  a  procla- 
mation to  this  effect  immediately,  as  a  measure 
adapted  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 

I  have  informed  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Russia,  of  these  proceedings, 
that  they  may  notify  their  consuls  at  the  seve- 
ral ports  for  their  guidance.  I  also  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  despatch  issued  to  the  various 
Grovemors  for  your  Excellency's  information. 

To  His  Excellency  Anson  Burlingame,  United 
States  Minister,  China. 

March  sixteen,  (Tungchi,  third  year,  second 
moon,  ninth  day.) 


Doa  96. 

THE  EASTERN  GULP  BLOCKADE 

U.  S.  S.  HavDMOK  HuMcnr,  K  0.  &  Squadbov,  \ 
Kbt  West,  FLo&ida,  Jane  6, 1864.     j 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  by  the  rebels  to  capture  a  number 
of  the  blockading  vessels  on  the  Gulf  coast 

The  plan  was  a  bold  and  audacious  one ;  de- 
serving, perhaps,  some  litde  attention  by  our 
loyal  people.  It  was  after  a  fruitless  cruise  of 
thirty-two  days  that  we  again  returned  to  Key 
West, "  the  most  delightful  of  places,"  where 
the  residents  charge  one  dollar  to  be  looked  at, 
and  where  a  malady  of  the  most  fearful  nature 
has  been  discovered,  namely :  pecuniary  fever, 
which  is  both  alarmingly  contagious  and  infec- 
tious, and  has  thus  fur  baffled  the  skiU  of  the 
M.  D.'s. 

The  supposition  was  we  should  be  delayed 
in  port  for  at  least  three  weeks.  It  was  the 
old  story,  **  machinery  out  of  order,  boilers  in 
want  of  repair,  needing  what  is  technically  call- 
ed soft  patches."  I  have  asked  the  question 
would  not  hard  ones  suit  the  case  better?  but 
received  in  reply  for  such  presumption,  a  polite 
invitation  to  refer  to  King's  **  Engmeering  ;**  so 
much  for  ignorance  and  curiositv.  But  now  to 
business ;  we  had  made  our  minas  up  for  a  rest- 
ing spell  from  that  eternal  rolling  and  pitching, 
which  the  waters  of  the  gulf  are  so  celebrated 
for ;  when  in  the  midst  of  congratulations,  an 
order  was  issued  from  headquarters  to  the  effect 
that  the  Hudson  should  instantly  coal  up.  The 
knowing  ones  looked  dubious — ^what  could  it 
mean?  only  just  entering  port  and  ordered  to 
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coal  np  wafi  a  problem  even  more  than  the 
wisest  coiild  solve.  Yet  it  was  plainly  evident 
that  something  was  aboat  to  be  done,  ^  some- 
thing was  in  the  wind."  What  could  it  be? 
The  question  was  repeatedly  asked  but  received 
no  definite  answer.  Anything  to  relieve  sus- 
pense, if  nothing  more  than  "  Madame  Rumor," 
woxdd  have  been  eagerly  seized  and  devoured 
for  truth.  But  in  the  meantime  we  have  hauled 
up  to  the  wharf  and  that  dreadful  operation 
commenced,  **  coaling  f  under  the  heat  of  the 
Bun,  and  the  weight  of  coal,  Jack  considers 
the  job  an  unthankful  operation;  presently  a 
messenger  makes  his  appearance ;  what  news  ? 
is  the  first  ejaculation.  The  abrupt  reply  is, 
"  the  Somerset  and  Chambers  are  both  taken  I*' 
Taken  1  where  ?  is  the  question,  for  such  an 
idea  was  extremely  preposterous.  "They  are 
taken  by  the  rebels'*  was  the  response.  "  A  re- 
port was  in  circulation  that  the  capture  has 
been  made,  and  your  vessel  is  chosen  to  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster." 
Such  Was  the  message  received.  The  blockadine 
vessels  Somerset  and  Chambers  were  stationed 
in  the  harbor  of  Appalachicola,  within  eight 
miles  of  the  town,  wnich  was  once  so  thriving 
and  prosperous,  but  made  gloomy  enough  by 
the  fortunes  of  war.  The  firat  vessel  mention- 
ed is  a  steamer,  and  formerly  a  New  York 
ferry  boat ;  the  latter  a  three-masted  schooner, 
which,  before  the  war,  was  engaged  in  the 
coasting-trade. . 

After  taking  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal, 
and  receiving  the  necessary  orders,  we  once 
more  started  up  the  coast;  as  a  matter  of 
course,  under  the  dircumstances,  all  sorts  of 
nunors  were  afloat;  speculators  were  on  the 
qui  vive. 

The  cruise  up  the  coast  was  a  pleasant  one, 
in  regard  to  weather,  but  devoia  of  anything 
of  adventure  save  the  usual  monotonous  routine 
of  ship  duties ;  forty  hours  of  hopes  and  expect- 
ations, served  to  convince  us  of  the  untruth- 
fulness of  the  **  Key  West  report ;"  yet  it  was 
not  without  a  straw  of  foundation.  On  nearing 
the  harbor  of  Appalach.,  the  United  States 
steamship  Tahoma  was  descried,  as  the  only 
vessel  apparent  to  the  naked  eye ;  but  by  the 
aid  of  the  glass  the  Somerset  was  "  made  out" 
further  up  toward  the  river;  and  now  came 
proof  positive  of  the  safety  of  those  feared  to 
be  lost  The  schooner  Chambers  had  previously 
relieved  the  United  States  steamship  Stars  and 
Stripes,  and  was  then  blockading  on  St  Marks ; 
tilts  accounted  for  her  non-appearance. 

The  foundation  of  the  report  originated  from 
an  afBedr  which  transpired  in  the  vicinity  of 
Appalach. ;  and  but  for  the  timely  interference  of 
Him  who  rules  supreme,  it  would  have  proved 
severely  disastrous  to  the  fleet  On  the  nine- 
teenth of  May,  a  force  of  two  hundred  rebels, 
consisting  in  part  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  ram 
Merrimac,  that  was,  and  lead  by  Oatesby  Jones, 
who  was  formerly  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  army,  but  now  one  of  the  rankest  of 
Becessiooists,  landed  upon  the  extremity  of  Dog 


Island,  witiiiif  two  miles  of  the  United  Statei 
steamship  Adele.  So  expertly  and  silently  was 
the  movement  executed,  that  not  a  person  oo 
the  above  mentioned  vessel  had  even  a  suspect* 
ing  thought  of  so  near  an  approach  of  the  eoe- 
mv.  Thus  far,  the  marauders  worked  success- 
fully, making  no  demonstrations  whatever,  uotil 
eleven  o'clock  at  night ;  then  embarkiog  in 
boats,  they  pushed  with  full  confidence  of  ma- 
king a  sure  capture  of  the  Adele.  Bent  on 
nothing  less  than  murder,  these  despento 
ch^uTictei*s,  in  the  still  hours  of  the  night,  were 
wending  their  way  toward  their  intended  vic- 
tims, llie  night  was  unfavorable  for  the  con- 
summaticm  of  the  design,  but  so  confident  of 
the  result  was  the  leader,  that  he  paid  no  beed 
at  the  time  of  leaving  shore  to  tiie  wami^ 
which  surrounded  them.  The  moon  shedding 
its  bright  lustre,  reflected  upon  the  ruffled  wa- 
ters a  brilliant  and  radiating  phosphorus,  hj 
which  every^splash  of  the  oars  could  be  dis- 
tinctly seen  for  some  distance  ;  obserring  this, 
and  fearing  premature  detection  of  their  long- 
contemplated  plans,  the  leader  ordered  a  return 
to  the  shore,  which  being  executed,  they  re- 
mained concealed  for  the  whole  of  the  follow- 
ing day. 

The  night  of  the  twentietii  was  again  the 
scene  of  a  similar  undertaking.  The  aspects  of 
afiiiirs  were  of  a  diflTerent  nature  ;  blade,  threat- 
ening clouds  completely  obscuied  the  moon, 
thereby  causing  objects  to  be  invisible  to  the 
casual  glance  of  a  lookout  Bat  He  who  mle^ 
with  divine  power,  who  controls  both  winds 
and  waves,  and  holds  the  destiny  of  nations  in 
His  hands,  saw  proper  to  cause  a  storm  to  sweep 
destruction  over  this  villanous  proceedii^. 
Ere  the  frail  boats  had  reached  half  the  dis- 
tance to  be  accomplished,  the  storm  overtook 
them,  and  spent  its  fury  around  and  about  the 
whole  scene ;  the  impending  danger,  which  was 
now  fully  perceived,  forced  the  occupants  of 
the  boats  to  apply  such  means  as  might  possi- 
bly secure  safety.  To  go  forward  was  nothing 
but  pure  rashness,  and  tiie  only  alternative  was 
to  endeavor  to  reach  the  shore.  Three  boats 
had  already  swamped,  and  tiie  half-drowning 
survivors  were  clinging  with  the  desperation  oi 
despair  to  the  gunwsdes  of  the  more  staundi 
and  fortunate  Ixiats.  At  this  moment  three 
boats  belong  to  the  Somerset  were  just  retiun- 
ing  from  an  expedition,  and  upon  disoovering 
the  boats  of  the  rebels,  they  instantly  ea^e 
chase,  but  unfortunately  succeeded  in  taking 
but  ten  prisoners,  the  officers  and  the  largest 
part  of  the  men  escaping.  From  the  accoonts 
of  the  prisoners,  the  officers  conaiBted  of  a  naval 
lieutenant,  a  surgeon  and  passed  aasiatant,  a  pay- 
master, four  engineers,  and  two  midshinmen; 
all  the  boats  were  eventually  taken,  numberiog 
twenty-two ;  and  in  them  were  found  a  mis- 
cellaneous stock  of  goods,  consisting  of  field 
telescopes,  marine  glafises,  compasses,  quad* 
rants,  sextants,  arms,  ammnnitiony  &c ;  teat- 
tere*'  about  in  various  places,  there  wers 
also  found  letters  of  a  private  nature,  cone* 
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gpondence  of  the  department  at  Richmond,  rela- 
tive to  the  plans  to  be  pursued,  and  also  advice 
in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  rebel  soldiers  from 
^ie  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  what  thej  oUl 
"Navy." 

The  assanltinff  party  were  clad  iu  the  uniform 
d  the  United  Slates  troops.  For  the  better 
porpose  of  deceiving  the  enemy,  each  man  had 
a  "Sharpe's  rifle,**  with  sword-bayonet,  the  lat- 
ter  sharpenened  to  the  keenness  of  a  razor,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  cutting  boarding  net- 
tings, should  that  obstacle  present  itself.  The 
scbeiDe  was  well  planned,  and  must  have  suc- 
ceeded had  not  the  intervention  of  the  obsta- 
cles mentioned  taken  place.  The  United  States 
steamer  Adele  was  to  be  boarded  with  the  least 
noise  possible,  and,  when  foirly  on  deck,  to  en- 
gage tne  men,  and  quickly  overpower  all  resist- 
ance; twenty  men  were  detailed  for  the  spe- 
dil  purpose  of  immediately  securing  the  cap- 
tain. Their  next  move  was  to  seize  the  code  of 
signals ;  with  these  their  true  character  could  be 
concealed  from  our  cruisers  for  a  short  time. 

The  anchor  was  then  to  be  hove  up,  and,  get- 
ting under  weigh,  they  were  to  deliberately 
make  for  the  Somerset,  hoisting  the  signals  and 
American  colors;  thus  deceiving  their  enemy, 
they  were  to  attack,  grapple,  and  board,  and  take 
possession ;  the  Chambers  to  be  served  in  the 
same  manner ;  and  the  Confederate  flag  run  up 
to  the  peak,  and,  with  this  addition  to  the  pirat- 
ical crafts  already  afloat,  more  depredations 
were  to  befall  our  commerce.  Happily  this  dia- 
bolical scheme  was  frustrated.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  who  can  surmise  the  amount  of  dam- 
age which  would  have  been  done  ? 

It  is  only  another  illustration  of  the  watchful- 
ness and  vigilance  whidi  should  be  exercised 
at  all  times  by  blockaders. 

Ad  expedition  was  started  to  Appalaeh.  upon 
the  Hudsotrs  arrival  in  the  harbor,  trusting  to 
captore  some  representative  of  this  late  enter- 
prise. After  searching  the  town  thoroughly, 
without  any  signs  of  the  fugitive,  the  bugle 
announced  the  recalls ;  and  two  hours  time,  saw 
ns  on  board  of  our  respective  vessels. 
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THE  DEFEAT  OF  BODDT. 

Gamp  4tH  0.  V.  a  Kncosroif,  Oa.,  ) 
Jane  0, 1864.     / 

The  Second  cavahy  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
First,  Third  and  Fourth  regiments  Ohio  veteran 
caTahy,  Colonel  Eli  liong  commandine,  left 
Columbia,  Tennessee,  Mav  twenty-second,  and 
Bttfching  via  Pulaski  and  Elktown,  Tennessee, 
and  Athens,  Alabama,  reached  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama, on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-sixtli. 
Bardly  had  the  brigade  encamped,  and  the 
Wses  been  unsaddled,  when  "  boots  and  sad- 
dles'* was  sounded,  and  the  word  flew  that 
Roddy  had  driven  in  the  pickets.  Out  went 
flie  brigade  on  the  Courtland  road,  and  march- 
iag  six  milesy  the  First  Ohio  in  advance,  found 


pickets,  rebel  regiments  of  cavalry,  apparently 
on  a  reconnoissance.  A  volley  was  fired  from 
each  regiment,  when  the  First  forming,  part  in 
line  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  part  in  column 
in  the  road,  charged  with  drawn  sabres.  The 
rebels  did  not  stop  to  pass  more  compliments, 
but  turned  taU,  and  such  running  was  beautiful 
to  behold.  The  First,  followed  by  the  Third 
and  Fourth,  kept  up  the  chase  for  two  or  three 
miles,  capturing  fifteen  prisoners,  a  regimental 
flag,  five  wagons  loaded  with  forage  and  officers' 
baggage,  and  a  number  of  horses  and  mules, 
after  which  the  brigade  returned  to  camp.  At 
eleven  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  the  brigade 
left  camp,  and  again  took  the  Courtland  road, 
this  time  preceded  by  a  brigade  of  infantry  and 
a  battery  of  artillery.  After  marching  about 
twelve  miles,  we  overtook  the  infantry  and 
artillery,  and  learned  that  the  rebels  were 
stubbornly  contesting  their  advance.  The 
Fourth  were  sent  to  the  front  as  skirmish- 
ers, and  kept  the  rebels  going  quite  lively, 
killing  a  major  and  several  men,  and  had 
got  within  five  or  six  miles  of  Courtland, 
when  the  rebels  opened  two  fires  of  artillery 
on  us,  and  the  Fourth,  now  dismounted,  ex- 
cept \he  skirmishers,  on  ri^ht  and  left,  were 
compelled  to  lie  down,  as  the  rebels  had  evi- 
dently chosen  their  position  beforehand,  and 
measiured  the  ground,  for  their  shells  passed 
or  burst  direcSy  over  our  line.  The  artillery 
was  ordered  up,  and  opened  briskly,  silencing 
the  rebels  after  a  little  time,  and  agam  our  skir- 
mishers advanced,  \>ut  they  met  with  slighc 
opposition,  and  at  dark  we  entered  Courtland 
and  encamped.  Two  men  were  wounded  this 
day,  in  the  Fourth,  by  shells,  neither  severely. 
The  rebel  force  must  have  been  considerable,  as 
Roddy's  headquarters  had  been  near  Coiu*tland. 
At  six  ▲.  M.,  the  twent^-eightli,  oiu:  brigade,  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  took  the  Moulton  road, 
the  infantry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  returning 
to  Decatur.  We  marched  over  a  hill  and  barren 
portion  of  country,  and  at  two  p.  m.,  passed 
through  Moulton,  a  small  village,  and  camped  in 
a  woods,  two  miles  east,  on  the  right  of  the 
Summerville  road,  the  rebels  firing  on  the  rear 

guard  as  it  passed  through  town.  We  now 
egan  to  suspect  that  Roddy  was  not  satisfied 
with  his  previous  experience,  and  intended  to 
try  the  Yankees  again.  The  horses  were  kept 
saddled,  and  we  laid  down  ready  to  spring  to 
arms  at  a  moment's  warning,  but  our  rest  was 
not  disturbed.  As  the  bugles  sounded  reveille, 
before  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth,  however,  our  nickets  were  driven  in,  and 
Roddy  with  his  whole  force,  amounting  (as  we 
afterward  learned)  to  five  regiments  and  two 
battalions  of  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
attacked  our  camp.  As  the  brigade  marched 
the  preceding  day — ^the  Fourth  in  advance^ 
next  the  artillery,  then  the  Third  Ohio,  ana 
in  rear  the  First  Ohio,  so  that  the  latter  regi- 
ment was  attacked  first ;  but  although  so  litSe 
time  was  given,  for  the  rebels  came  with  a 
rush,  the   First  was   ready,  and   firing,  dis- 


590 


REBELLION    REOOBD,    1862-tt. 


mounted  and  went  to  work  heartily.  By  this 
time  the  shells  were  bursting  thick  and  rast  in 
and  around  camp,  and  solid  snot  hissed  through 
the  air  spitefidly,  while  our  artillery  was  hcSd 
at  work.  The  Third  and  Fourth  had  just 
mounted,  and  formed  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  road  from  camp,  facing  Moulton,  when  word 
was  broaght  that  itte  rebels  were  advancing  on 
our  left  and  entering  our  camp.  The  Fourth 
was  dismounted  in  a  twinkling,  and  forming 
line,  went  across  the  field  and  road,  and  into  the 
camp  at  a  double-quick,  with  a  yell.  We  were 
there  not  a  second  too  soon  ;  for  the  rebels  had 
just  entered  the  other  side  of  the  camp,  and 
were  flanking  the  First  Ohio,  which  was  already 
receiving  a  terrible  fire.  The  woods  and  open 
space  beyond,  was  alive  with  Graybacks,  but 
the  boys  went  straight  ahead,  forming  in  a  hot 
fire,  and  driviujg  the  rebels  out  of  the  woods,  up 
the  hill,  and  into  an  open  field.  In  this  field 
was  stationed  a  piece  of  artillery,  which  had 
been  annoying  us  very  much;  but  when  we 
made  our  appearance,  the  rebels  took  it  to  the 
rear  in  a  hurry,  thinking  we  were  charging  it, 
which  we  should  have  done,  had  we  been 
mounted.  The  Fourth  now  retired  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  closing  a  little  to  the  right,  on 
the  First  Ohio,  when  the  rebels  made  an  attack, 
short  but  sharp,  on  the  right  of  the  Foiurth,  and 
setting  a  handsome  repulse,  leaving  several 
killed.  Just  at  this  time  a  rousing  cheer  from 
our  extreme  right,  told  that  the  Third  had 
charged,  mounted,  flanking  the  rebels,  who.  as 
usual,  could  not  stand  a  charge,  but  broke,  left 
the  field,  and  rushed  pell-mell,  into  the  road 
and  across  the  fields  toward  Moulton,  while 
after  them  went  the  Third  and  our  artillery,  the 
latter,  at  every  convenient  opportunity,  pour- 
ing shell  into  the  flying  rebels.  The  Fourth 
mounted  and  followed,  out  soon  returned,  as 
did  the  other  pursuers,  and  the  fight  was  over. 
Having  considerably  disappointed  Mr.  Roddy, 
we  bethought  ourselves  of  our  morning  meal, 
and  as  it  was  a  seasonable  hour,  seven  a.  h.,  and 
having  good  appetites,  we  breakfasted.  The 
rebels  left  two  majors,  and  twelve  or  fifteen 
men  dead  on  the  field.  We  took  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  two  lieutenants,  and  between  twenty 
and  thirty  men  prisoners.  Their  loss  in  wound- 
ed must  have  been  severe.  Only  ope  man  was 
killed  outright  in  our  brigade,  and  he  was 
killed  by  a  prisoner  he  was  bringing  in.  He 
belonged  to  the  Third  Ohio.  The  First  Ohio 
bad  a  numbdr  wounded,  two  of  whom  have 
since  died.  The  Third  Ohio  had  several  wound- 
ed, one  or  two  dying  since.  The  Fourth  had 
ten  wounded,  one  of  whom,  Jacob  C^olus, 
Ompany  G,  has  since  died ;  none  missing. 
Roddy  came  on  witii  the  greatest  confidence, 
and  intended  to  capture  our  whole  force,  for 
the  night  previous  he  sent  to  Florence,  and  had 
some  of  his  regiments  come  up  by  forced 
marches  to  his  aid,  and  the  prisoners  said  that 
he  told  them  that  we  were  green  Yankees,  lust 
from  Ohio,  and  that  he  would  rout  us,  and  toey 
should  have  our  new  equipments.     He  did 


have  quite  a  force  on  the  road  to  SammaviQ6, 
evidently  to  take  in  the  flying  Yankees  when  he 
routed  them,  but  he  didn't  rout  worth  a  cent, 
and  thought  the  boot  was  on  the  other  foot  It 
was  a  lively  engagement,  each  man  taking  a  M 
hand,  and  none  to  spare.  The  boys  are  venr 
jolly  about  Roddy's  comiiur  to  break&st  with 
us,  and  getting  snubbed.  The  same  day  of  the 
fight  we  marched  forty  miles,  and  afterward 
continued  oiur  march,  via  Rome,  to  this  place, 
which  we  reached  this  a.  x. 


DoalOO. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  PEVEl^SEI. 

Natil  8»3ios,  BucFOD,  X.  a,  \ 
Jiiiie»,i864.    { 

Yesterday  momine,at  a  little  past  six  o'dock, 
this  quiet  town  and  harbor  was  thrown  into 
excitement  by  the  appearance  of  black  amoke 
in  the  offing.    Now,  in  gun-boat  parlance,  bbck 
smoke  is  synonymous  with  English  nentralitj— 
King  Cotton,  or  if  you  please^  a  blockade-run- 
ner.   In  a  moment's  space  of  time  black  smoke 
was  discovered  to  be  a  large  side-whed  steamer, 
chased  by  the  supply  steamer  Newbem,  and 
immediately  the   steamer  Cherokee   and  the 
steam  tug  Lilac  left  the  harbor  to  assist  in  the 
chase,  and    endeavor  to  keep  her  ittm  the 
beach,  to  which  she  was  making  under  a  fall 
head  of  steam ;  but  all  attempts  to  capture  her 
were  futile,  and  she  was  soon  piled  upon  the 
sand.    About  fifteen  minutes  after  striking  she 
blew  up,  the  shock  of  the  explosion  serionsly 
straining  her  hull,  and  causing  her  to  fill  in 
short  order.     Her  name  was  Pevensey,  for- 
merly called  the  Kangaroo.     She  was  laden 
with  firearms,  saltpetre,  dry  goods,  and  variona 
other  thines,  and  was  first  seen  by  the  New- 
bem off  New  Inlet    The  day  before  she  had 
been  chased  by  the  Quaker  City  for  more  tiixn 
sixteen  hours,  and  left  near  where  she  was 
found  by  lieutenant  Harris.     The  Pevensey 
was  a  very  large  boat,  and  would  have  been  to 
her  captors  decidedly  the  finest  prize  yet  takta 
oflf  this  part  of  *'  Dixie,"  being  over  six  hundred 
tons,  and  very  handsomely  fitted  out    For  the 
time  being  most  of  the  crew   escaped ;  bnt, 
strange  to  say,  that  the  second  mate  of  the 
steamer  remained  fast  asleep  in  his  bunk  after 
the  explosion  had  taken  place.    If  the  iteather 
had  proved  favorable,  it  is  more  than  probable 
she  would  have  been  got  off;   but  a  strong 
breeze  from  the  south  wsu-d  and  westward  soon 
made  her  a   complete  wreck,  not,  however, 
before  some  of  her  cargo  had  been  secured  upon 
the  beach.    A  little  incident  relative  to  the  sab- 
sequent  capture  of  the  officers  and  crew  is  not 
without  interest    Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
Woods,  while  riding  down  the  beach  some  dis- 
tance from  the  prize,  saw  some  men  standn^ 
near  a  clump  of  trees,  and  approached  them. 
When  within  speaking  distance,  the  Captain— 
for  they  were  tiie  refugees — called  him  with : 
'^Colonel,  how  far  is  it  from  Fort  GasweUf 


DOCUMENTS. 


591 


ftaHng  that  they  bad  jnst  enchred  the  Yankees 
out  of  a  fine  prize.  Mr.  Woods  seeing  their 
mistake,  resolved  to  profit  by  it,  and  told 
the  captain  he  was  happy  to  hear  him  say  so, 
Dotwitnstanding  he  was  sorry  he  did  not  ^et 
ber  in ;  and  remarked  that,  as  he  was  riding 
down  the  beach  some  distance  o^  a  recon- 
noiasance,  wonld  not  object  to  their  company, 
kindly  volunteering  to  take  some  things  for 
them  on  his  horse.  As  the  party  proceeded 
op  the  strand  they  met  Mr.  James  Young, 
Captain's  Clerk  of  the  Arietta,  flag-ship  of 
&k  station,  who  they  supposed  was  also 
a  Confederate  office,  and  aeain  abased  those 
Yankee  boogers,  both  Wooa  and  Young  join- 
ing in  the  tirade  against  the  good  Father 
Abraham  and  also  Uncle  Gideon's  Band  until 
they  reached  the  first  line  of  pickets.  Then 
and  there  Mr.  Wood  informed  the  gentle- 
men that  they  were  prisoners  of  war  k>  two 
Federal  officers,  excusing  their  deception  by 
Baying:  *'When  ignorance  was  bliss  to  you, 
Monsieurs,  'twould  have  been  folly  in  us  to 
make  you  wise,"  upon  which  one  of  them  coolly 
ronarked — **  It  was  a  genuine  Yankee  trick." 


Doc.  101. 

AFFAIR  AT  MEMPHIS,  TENN. 

OFFICIAL  OORBEBPONDEHGL 

MncraBB,  Itorx. ,  June  12, 1864. 
Mqior-General  C.  C,  Washhume: 

oiB— It  is  circulated  upon  tlie  streets,  to  my 
prejadice  as  a  candidate  for  Mayor,  bv  aspir- 
ants and  their  friends  for  the  same  office,  that 
in  the  event  I  should  be  re-elected,  the  military 
ironld  take  charge  of  the  municipal  department 
of  Memphis.  This  by  some  is  believed,  and  to 
my  great  injury. 

To  satisfy  my  friends,  I  would  be  pleased  to 
know  if  anv  such  intention  is  entertained  by 
yoo.  Most  respectfully,        John  Pabk. 

HiADQVAinBfl  D0r.  or  Wnr  Tbivbbd,  \ 
IfmPHB,  TBor. ,  June  18, 1864.    / 

hkn  Park,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Memphis  : 

Sm— Your  letter  of  this  date  is  this  moment 
received,  in  which  you  inquire  if  it  is  the  "  in- 
teotioD  of  the  military  authorities  to  take  charge 
of  the  municipal  department  of  Memphis  m 
caae  you  are  re-elected  Mayor  ;*'  I  answer,  un- 
besitatin^Iv,  that  such  is  the  "'  intention." 

The  disloyal  character  of  the  present  city 
government,  as  well  as  its  utter  inefficiency  in 
the  management  of  city  afiairs,  compels  me  to 
ftis  dedaration. 

I  hope  that  the  citisens  of  Memphis,  by 
electing  a  ticket  friendly  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  will  relieve  me  from 
file  dotr  of  interfering ;  but  of  this  I  am  de- 
termined, that  while  I  command  here,  there 
ihtll  be  no  hostile  municipal  government  with- 
in my  jurisdiction. 

I  find  that  on  the  second  day  of  July,  1861, 
Jon  delivered  your  inaugural  message  as  Mayor 


of  Memphis.  I  recall  the  following  extract  from 
it,  viz. : 

**  For  years  a  fanatical  party  has  been  grow- 
ing in  me  North — a  party  that  declares  for 
itself  a  law  higher  than  the  constitution,  or  even 
the  word  of  God^-combining  in  its  elements 
republicanism,  abolitionism,  free-Ioveism,  athe- 
ism, with  every  other  abominable  ism  that 
strikes  at  the  organization  of  society  or  tiio 
existence  of  free  constitutional  government. 

"  This  fanatical  partjr,  as  yon  know,  succeeded, 
at  the  last  Presiaential  election,  in  placing  in 
the  chair  of  Washington,  Mr.  Abe  Lincoln,  the 
man  who  promulgated  the  irrepressible  conflict 
doctrine— a  doctrine  so  utterly  at  war  with  all 
the  best  interests  of  the  South,  that  when  its 
author  was  placed  in  power,  upon  a  platform 
fully  endorsing  his  doctrine,  and  with  evident 
determination  upon  his  part  to  carry  out  his 
doctrine  to  the  full  extent,  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive left  for  the  South  but  to  withdraw  from  a 
Union  that,  instead  of  affording  peace  and  pro- 
tection, as  was  originally  Contemplated,  was  to 
be  used  as  a  means  of  destroying  all  that  was 
valuable  to  the  South. 

*^  Had  the  administration  at  Washington  fully 
comprehended  the  state  of  the  country  and  its 
duties,  war  with  all  its  horrors  micht  have 
been  averted.  But  the  head  of  that  administra- 
tion had  avowed  his  purpose  of  planting  his 
foot  firmly,  and  on  assuming  the  reins  of 
government,  seemed  to  be  controlled  alone  by 
his  'higher  laws*  doctrine;  disregarding  all 
constitutional  restraints,  he  set  himself  up  as 
a  military  dictator,  whose  arbitrary  rule  was 
more  to  be  feared  than  that  of  any  of  the  mon- 
archs  of  Europe. 

*'  Against  the  administration  of  this  tyrant  the 
South  rebelled.  They  did  right  The  southern 
people  would  have  been  unworthy  the  name  of 
freemen  had  they  submitted  to  Lincoln's  ad- 
ministration, after  his  purposes  were  fully  de- 
veloped.** 

While  I  have  understood  that  you  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  it  is  believed,  that  not- 
withstanding, you  have  never  repented  of  any 
of  your  sins  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  This  last  would  be  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  interposition  of  the  military 
authorities,  but  the  disloyal  and  inefficient 
character  of  the  government  of  which  you 
are  the  head,  fumisnes  reasons  that  are  over- 
powering. 

Respectfully  yours,  C.  C.  Washburne, 

Mi^-Geiieral  Cbmnuuidinf 


Doa  102. 

THE  FEDEBAL  QENEUALS  AT  GHABLES- 
TON. 

LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  JONEBL 

HiMiRS.  Dan.  or  Booth  Oaboldu,  Oborou  akd  Floioda,  )  ' 
CtaAiunmi,  Jane  18, 1864.     / 

General — ^Five  generals  and  forty-five  field 
officers  of  the  United  States  Army—HBll  of  them 
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prisoners  of  war — have  been  sent  to  this  city 
tor  safe  keeping.  They  have  been  turned  over 
to  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  commanding  the 
first  military  district  of  this  department,  who 
will  see  that  they  are  provided  with  comroodious 
quarters  in  a  part  of  the  city  occupied  by  non- 
combatants,  the  majority  of  whom  are  women 
and  children.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  I 
should  inform  you  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  city 
which  has  for  many  months  been  exposed,  day 
and  night,  to  the  fire  of  your  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAjfUEL  Jones. 

Ib^-General  Oommandmg 
Major-General  J.  G.  Foster, 

GOmmaiiding  United  States  Foroes  on  ootit  oC  Soatli  OwoUda, 
Confedor&te  States. 

GENERAL  FOBTER'S  REPLY. 

Hkaoquastebs  DspimoRT  or  tbb  South,  > 
HiLTOH  HiAD,  a  C,  June  16, 1804.     / 

Miyor-G^neral  Samuel  Jones,  Commanding  Cor^ 
federate  Forces,  BeparimeniofSoviih  Ccnvlina, 
Cfeorgia  and  Florida: 

GENERAii— I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
this  day,  of  your  communication  of  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  informing  me  that  five  generals 
and  forty-five  field  oflBcers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  prisoners  of  war,  have  been  turned  over 
to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  with  in- 
structions to  see  that  they  are  provided  with 
quarters  in  a  part  of  the  city  occupied  by  non- 
combatants,  the  majority  of  which  latter  "you 
state  are  women  and  children.  Yon  add  that 
you  deem  it  proper  to  inform  me  that  it  is  a  part 
of  the  city  which  has  been  for  many  months  ex- 
posed to  Ihe  fire  of  our  guns.  Many  months 
since  Major-General  Gillmore,  United  States 
Army,  notified  General  Beauregard,  then  com- 
manding at  Charleston,  that  the  city  would  be 
bombarded.  This  notice  was  given  that  non- 
combatants  might  be  removed,  and  thus  women 
and  children  spared  firom  harm.  (General  Beau- 
regard, in  a  communication  to  General  Gillmore, 
dated  August  twenty-second,  1863,  informed  him 
that  the  non-combatant  population  of  Charleston 
would  be  removed  with  all  possible  celerity. 
That  women  and  children  have  been  since  re- 
tained by  you  in  a  part  of  the  city  which  has 
been  for  many  months  exposed  to  fire  is  a  mat- 
ter decided  by  your  own  sense  of  humanity.  ^ 

I  must,  however,  protest  against  your  action 
in  thus  placing  defenceless  prisoners  of  war  in 
a  position  exposed  to  constant  bombardment 
It  is  an  indefensible  act  of  cruelty,  and  can  be 
designed  only  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  our 
fire  upon  Charleston.  That  city  is  a  depot  for 
military  suppHes.  It  contains  not  merely 
arsenals,  but  also  foundries  and  factories  for  the 
manufacture  of  munitions  of  war.  In  its  ship- 
yards several  armed  iron-clads  have  been 
already  completed,  while  others  are  still  upon 
stocks  in  course  of  construction.  Its  wharves, 
and  the  banks  o/  the  river  on  both  sides  of  the 
city,  are  lined  with  batteries.  To  destroy  these 
means  of  continuing  the  war  is,  therefore,  our 
object  and  duly.    You  seek  to  defeat  this  effort. 


and  by  means  not  known  to  honoraWe  waifare,  ^ 
but  by  placing  unarmed  and  helpless  prisonen 
under  fire.  I  have  forwarded  your  comnro- 
nication  to  the  President,  with  a  request  that  be 
place  in  my  custody  an  equal  number  of  pris- 
oners of  like  grade,  to  be  kept  by  me  in  por- 
tions exposed  to  the  fire  of  your  ^una,  so  long 
as  you  continue  the  course  stated  in  your  ooid- 
munication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servi^t, 

J.  Foem, 

XiOor-Geoeral  OommaDdtat. 

D.  C.  Waoee, 

.  ABStetant  AAlotaaVqeMnl 

CtatfUBQB,  Joe  U 
For  some  time  past  it  has  been  known  that  a 
batch  of  Yankee  prisoners,  comprisiii^  the  high- 
est rank  now  in  our  hands,  were  soon  to  be 
brought  hither  to  share  the  pleasure  of  tiw 
bombardment  They  accordingly  arrived  oo 
Sunday.  We  give  a  list  of  their  names  and 
rank: 


Brig. -Gen.  Sejmoor, 
Brig.-Gen.  Wofisola, 
Brlg.-Oen.  Scammon, 
Brlg.-ti6n.  Shaler, 
Brig. -Gen.  Heckman, 
Col.  T.  G.  Grover, 
Gol.  R.  Hawkins, 
CoL  W.  Harriman, 
Col.  J.  EL  Lebman, 
Col.  0.  H.  Lagrange, 
MiOor  !>•  ^  Oarpenter, 
Mi^  H.  D.  Gani, 
ilajor  J.  N.  Johnaoo, 
Mi^r  0.  H.  Bamee, 
Lt,-OoL  E.  Aloott, 
Lt,-Ool.  A.  F.  Rogers, 
Lt,-Ool.  C.  P.  Baldwin, 
Lt.-Ool.  Bartholomew, 
U.-C0I,  J.  T.  Fellowa, 
U.-C501.  C.  A.  Fairbanks, 
lA-Ool.  W.  W.  Stewart, 
U.-O0L  A.  W.  Taylor, 
Lt.-Col.  C.C,  Joslin, 
U.-C0I.  D.  MU08, 
U.-O0I.  J.  D.  Maybew, 


OdU  W.  C  Lee, 
Ool.  R.  White, 
OoL  H.  O.  BoUnger, 
O0I.H.L.  Brown, 
Col.  EL  L.  Dana, 
CoL  EL  ntrdeU, 
LL-Ool.  E.  6.  Hays, 
iX-OoL  N.  a  Huater, 
Lt.-GoU  T.  N.  Higginbothtts, 
moor  J.  B.  Cterke, 
VaiorW.  CrandalL 
Ifi^or  J.  BaU, 
Mi^  B.  W.  Bates, 
M^Jor  W.  T.  BMcer, 
U.-O0L  J.  Potslef , 
IX -Ool  J.  H.  Bonibam, 
Lt.  CoL  W.  a  Cook, 
U.-O0L  a  J.  Dtckerso^ 
U.-O0L  K.  Glenn, 
U.-O0I.  &  F.  ^oObrd, 
U  -OoL  A.  wTBwtft, 
Lt.-OoL  W.  P.  LasoeOe, 
U.-O0L  W.  E.  Mclbdcta, 
LU-OoL  W.  a  Maxwell, 
Lt.-Ool.  S.  MorflL 


These  prisoners,  we  understand,  will  be  fur- 
nished with  comfortable  Quarters  in  that  portion 
of  the  city  most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire. 
The  commandine  officer  on  Morris  Island  wiD 
be  informed  of  the  fact  of  their  residence  in  the 
shelled  district,  and  if  his  batteries  still  oontinne 
their  wanton  and  barbarous  work,  it  will  be  at 
the  peril  of  the  captured  officers. — C%arMtm 
Mercury,  June  14. 


Doa  103. 
MOBGAITS  BAID  IN  EENTUGKY. 

Loownxx^  Jane  18,  ISM. 
General  Burbrid^e,  some  weeks  ago,  started 
on  an  expedition  into  South-western  Virginii. 
His  objective  point  was  the  Salines,  where  were 
encamped  about  four  thousand  rebels.  He 
moved  up  Sandy  Valley  to  the  mouth  of  Beaver, 
where  he  was  compelled  to  await  supplies.  Col- 
onel J.  M.  Brown  was  ordered  forward  with  his 
brigade  to  reconnoitre.  He  went  to  Pound  G«P, 
and  moved  out  into  Virginia,  skirmishing  wim 
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tlie  rebels  several  miles,  when  he  found  that  th? 
rebels  were  in  ambush  in  superior  force,  and 
were  attempting  to  draw  him  into  the  snug  trap 
set  for  him.  He  then  fell  back  to  the  Gktp,  to 
avoid  being  cut  off  by  the  flanking  movements 
of  the  rebels,  and  from  the  Gap  fell  back  to 
Beaver ;  and  John  Morgan  followed  to  the  (}ap, 
and,  as  soon  as  Brown  left  it,  passed  through  it, 
taking  the  direct  road  to  ML  Sterling. 

Colonel  Brown  was  immediately  ordered  in 
pursuit,  and  followed,  close  behind  Morgan, 
picking  up  stragglers.  Morgan*s  force  consist- 
ed of  about  two  thousand  cavalrv  and  seven 
hundred  infantry,  without  any  artillery.  His  in- 
fantry and  one  brigade  of  cavalry,  halted  at  Mt 
Sterling,  while  the  other  brigade  of  cavahry, 
under  Howard  Smith,  passed  on  toward  Lex- 
ington, stealing  horsos  and  robbing  citizens. 
At  Mt.  Sterline,  thev  robbed  the  bank  of  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  gutted  the  stores  and 
stole  aU  the  horses  in  the  region  roundabout 
General  Burbridge  attacked  them  on  Thursday 
morning.  He  captured  their  rear  picket,  about 
twenly-tive  strong,  at  Ticktown,  and  moved  up 
on  the  main  body,  completely  surprising  them. 
The  inside  pickets  were  shot  down,  all  of  them 
(about  thirty)  being  killed ;  and  Colonel  Brown, 
who  was  in  ^e  advance,  pushed  right  through 
the  camp  of  the  infantry,  shooting  tncm  before 
they  had  finished  their  morning  nap,  and  at- 
tacked the  brigade  under  Griffith.  Hanson's 
brigade  coming  up,  joined  in  the  attack,  and  the 
little  battle  became  fierce  and  bloody.  Hanson 
poshed  his  artillery  too  far  forward,  and  the 
rebels  charged  and  captured  it.  But  before 
they  could  move  it  off,  a  squadron  of  the 
Twelfth  Ohio  cavalry  charged  the  rebels  and 
recaptured  the  pieces.  The  rebels,  though  fight- 
ing very  bravely,  could  not  stand  the  close 
pressing  and  murderous  fire  of  our  men,  and 
soon  broke  and  fled.  Of  the  seven  hundred  in- 
liantry,  scarcely  fifty  escaped.  Over  two  hun- 
dred were  killed,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
were  wounded,  and  about  the  same  number 
captured  in  this  little  battle.  Morgan  was  not 
in  command.  He  was  at  Winchester,  threaten- 
ing Lexington.  Hearing  of  the  route  of  his 
men  at  mL  Sterling,  he  moved  on  Lexington 
Thursday  night,  and  commenced  skirmishing 
with  the  small  force  under  Colonel  Cooper,  of 
the  Fourth  Kentucky  cavalry.  General  Bur- 
bridge's  force  was  so  exhausted  by  their  pre- 
vious hard  service  and  hard  fightine,  that  be 
WM  compelled  to  halt  in  Mt  Sterling  until 
Friday  morning.  This  gave  Morgan  tune  lo 
attack  Lexington.  It  was  defended  by  about 
three  hundred  green  troops.  Morgan,  about 
twelve  o'clock  Thursday  night,  made  the  attack. 
Be  fired  several  buildings  on  the  edge  of  the 
town,  and  conmienced  his  attack  by  the  light 
tliey  afforded.  Colonels  Cooper  and  Snackleford, 
with  about  one  hundred  men,  kept  his  force, 
about  seventeen  hundred  strong,* at  bay  for 
near  two  hours,  and  then  fell  back  to  Fort  Clay. 
The  rebels  entered  with  a  yell,  and  rushed  to 
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Main  street  and  commenced  their  work  of  pil- 
lage. Hats,  boots  and  shoes,  clothing,  saddleB 
and  bridles,  jewelry  and  hardware  stores,  were 
soon  burst  open  and  their  contents  stolen. 
The  Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  was  robbed  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  part  in  gold  and  silver,  and 
part  in  greenbacks.  The  Northern  Bank  keys 
were  demanded,  but  through  the  luck  and  cool- 
ness of  Mr.  Cristie,  one  of  the  officials,  they 
were  kept  out  of  their  possession.  Just  as  soon 
as  it  was  light  a  single  piece  of  artillery  was 
stationed  at  the  west  end  of  Main  street,  and 
the  second  shot  from  it  cleared  the  business 
portion  of  the  town.  Fort  Clay  shelled  them 
vigorously  wherever  they  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  saved  from  destruction  about  sixty 
cars  belonging  to  the  Covington  and  Lexington 
railroad.  By  nine  a.  m.  the  rebels  were  all 
gone  toward  Georgetown.  About  one  hundred 
and  fifty  shells  were  fired  at  them,  but  we  have 
yet  to  learn  of  the  first  rebel  being  hit  The 
fight  at  Lexington  was  a  bloodless  one,  no  man 
on  either  side  being  killed.  Several  citizens 
were  wounded — some  by  the  rebels,  some  by 
our  men — ^but  none  very  dangerously.  The 
heaviest  losers  by  the  robbers  were  J.  G.  Haws, 
82,000;  H.  &  /  P.  Shaw,  $1,200;  Bassett  & 
Emmal,  $1,200 ;  Loenhart,  $1,800;  Kastle,  J.  8. 
Edge  and  William  Rule,  all  shoe  stores,  who 
lost  stock  ranging  from  $250  to  $500  each. 
Harting's  jeweky  story  was  also  robbed.  Most 
of  the  money  taken  from  the  Branch  Bank  was 
special  deposits,  Mr.  Prunket  being  the  heaviest 
loser.  Citizens  were  robbed  of  their  pocket- 
books  and  watches,  and  horses  suffered  terriblv ; 
over  one  hundred  were  taken  from  F.  T.  Hora's 
stable.  John  M.  Clay  and  William  McCracken 
lost  their  fine  trotting  and  racing  stock.  But  it 
is  useless  to  attempt  to  name  all  those  who  have 
lost  horses ;  their  name  is  legion.  Everywhere 
they  went  they  stole  horses,  irom  friend  and  foe. 
On  reaching  Georgetown,  Morgan  and  Howard 
Smith  demanded  tiie  keys  of  the  bank,  but  were 
told  that  the  money  was  run  off.  After  leav- 
ing Lexington,  it  was  evidently  Morgan's  in- 
tention to  attack  Frankfort,  and  move  out 
through  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  State,  and 
he  had  moved  his  command  through  Greorge- 
town  in  that  direction.  But  he  learned  that 
General  Burbridge  was  at  Versailles  (which  was 
false),  with  two  thousand  men,  and  he  im- 
mediately faced  about,  and,  passing  through 
Qeoi^etown,  again  moved  on  Cynthiana.  Gen- 
eral Burbridge,  with  his  command,  reached  Lex- 
ington about  noon,  Friday,  and,  hastily  remount 
ing  a  portion  of  his  forces,  shurted  in  pursuit 
He  came  upon  Morgan  Sunday  morning,  at  Cprn- 
thiana,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  and  awaiting 
him.  Burbridge  immediately  attacked  him,  and 
in  fifty-five  minutes  had  Morg^an's  command 
routed  and  flying  in  every  direction.  Morgan's 
loss  here  was  about  five  hundred.  His  force 
was  divided  into  half  a  dozen  parts,  each  part 
taking  care  of  itself.  The  mam  force  fled  to- 
ward Augusta,  under  Morgan  himself,  which 


594 


BEBELUON    BEOOBD,    1862^ 


was  piirsned  by  Colonel  Hanson,  again  attacked 
and  routed,  and  again  losing  several  hundred 
prisoners.  The  whole  country  is  full  of  the  dis- 
organized and  fleeing  rebels,  and  they  are  beine 
Sicked  up  all  over  the  country.  Thus  has  ended 
[organ's  last  raid.  He  came  into  the  State  with 
about  two  thousand  seven  hundred  men.  He 
robbed  and  plundered  on  all  sides.  He  was 
pursued  and  whipped  badly  three  times  in  six 
days,  and  will  lose  nearly  two  thousand  of  his 
men.  Morgan  has  blundered  in  every  move  he 
has  made.  He  came  into  the  State,  followed 
closely  by  a  superior  force;  his  rear  pickets 
were  surprised  and  captured  ;  his  command  was 
surprised  and  routed  at  Mount  Sterling ;  he 
prowled  around  Lexington,  with  four  or  five 
hundred  men,  two  or  three  days,  when  only 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  available  men  de- 
fended it  He  could  have  gone  out  by  Frank- 
fort, but  allowed  himself  to  be  scared  and 
turned  toward  Cynthiana,  by  a  trick ;  he  stood 
xxp  for  a  fair  fight  at  CVnthiana  and  was  whip- 
ped, and  his  army  brofcen  up  in  fifty-five  min- 
utes. His  fleeing  bands  are  being  overtaken, 
whipped  and  captured  on  all  sides.  The  horses 
he  stole — many  of  them — have  been  recaptured. 
Thus  ends  the  career  of  this  great  horse-thief, 
and  his  gang  of  robbers  and  plunderers.  To 
call  them  soldiers  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
name ;  they  are  nothing  more  or  less  than 
higliway  robbers.  Officers  and  men,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  are  all  plunderers.  It  is  useless  to 
say  tnat  Morgan  is  not  to  blame.  Banks  were 
robbed  by  his  orders,  and  he  himself  demanded 
the  keys.  Yet  there  are  some  men  of  honor 
among  them — men  who  are  with  Morgan  not 
willingly,  but  by  orders  of  the  rebel  govern- 
ment, and  these  curse  him  for  everything  mean, 
and  openly  denounce  him  as  a  common  Siief,  fit 
for  nothing  but  to  plunder  unarmed  citizens  and 
rob  defenceless  towns.  General  Burbrid^e  and 
his  command  have  shown  conspicuous  skdl  and 
gallantry  in  this  whole  campaign.  The  General 
nas  proved  his  title  to  an  independent  com- 
mand, and  Colonels  Brown,  Hanson,  and  Ratclifif 
have  ably  seconded  him  in  aD  his  movements. 
The  men  have  endured  privations  and  fought 
the  enemy  like  heroes,  and  deserve  the  very 
highest  meed  of  praise.  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and 
Michigan  men  have  done  the  work  effectually 
this  time,  and  none  h^ve  borne  themselves  more 
mdlantly  than  the  Twelfth  Ohio  cavalry.  But, 
Kentucky  has  suffered  a  ^ood  deal  by  the  raid. 
The  Covington  and  Lexington  and  Lexington 
and  Louisville  railroads  h^ve  been  damaged 
considerably  and  partly  burned,  and  hiindreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars*  worth  of  property  de- 
stroyed and  stolen.  The  whole  country  haA 
been  full  of  spies ;  home  rebels  have  given  them 
aid  and  comfort,  and  helped  in  the  work.  If 
General  Burbridge  will  do  the  thing  completely, 
he  will  avail  himself  of  their  recent  acts,  to 
punish  them  as  they  deserve.  We  have  a  law, 
and  by  our  law  they  ought  to  be  punished. 
Now  is  the  time  to  rid  Kentucky  of  tnese  foes 
to  her  peace,  and  these  friends  of  her  enemies. 


OEKEEUL  SBISIIAN'S  LKTEER. 

HSADQUABTBRS  UlUUKT  DlVIIKEr  OT  tBB  M—UII,1 

BioSoASTTT,  cr  THB  Fiiui,Ga.,  June  11,1164.    J 

Oeneral  Bwhridge,  Commanding  Diritum  cf 

Kentucky: 

Gensral — ^The  recent  raid  of  Morgan,  sod 
the  concurrent  acts  of  men  styling  themselTes 
Confederate  partisans  or  guernUas,  caU  for  de- 
termined action  on  your  pSrt 

Even  on  the  southern  **  State  Rights"  theory, 
Kentucky  has  not  seceded.  Her  people,  by 
their  vote  and  their  actions,  have  adhered  to 
their  allegiance  to  the  National  GtovOTument, 
and  the  South  would  now  coerce  her  out  of  our 
Union,  and  into  theirs,  by  the  very  dogma  of 
^  coercion"  upon  which  so  much  stress  wag 
laid  at  the  outset  of  the  war,  and  which  carried 
into  rebellion  the  people  of  the  middle  or  bor- 
der slave  States. 

Bat  politics  aside,  these  acts  of  the  sa-caQed 
partisans  or  guerrillas,  are  nothing  but  simple 
murder,  horse-stealing,  arson,  and  other  well- 
defined  crimes,  which  do  not  sound  as  weU  un- 
der their  true  name  as  more  agreeable  ones  of 
warlike  meaning. 

Now,  before  starting  on  this  campaign,  I  fore- 
saw it,  as  you  remember,  that  this  very  case 
would  arise,  and  I  asked  Governor  Bramlette 
to  at  once  organize  in  each  county  a  small  trust- 
worthy band,  under  the  sherififii,  and,  at  one 
dash,  arrest  every,  man  in  the  community  who 
was  dangerous  to  it ;  and  also  every  fellow 
hanging  about  the  towns,  villages  and  croes- 
roads  who  had  no  honest  calling — the  material 
out  of  which^uerrillas  are  made  up  ;  but  tiuB 
sweeping  exmbition  of  power  doubdess  seemed 
to  the  Governor  rather  arbitrary. 

The  fact  is,  in  our  country,  personal  lib^iy 
has  been  so  well  secured,  that  public  safety  is 
lost  sight  of  in  our  laws  and  institutions,  and 
the  fact  is,  we  are  thrown  back  one  hundred 
years  in  civilization,  law,  and  everything  else, 
and  wiU  go  right  straight  to  anarchy  and  the 
devil,  if  somebody  don't  arrest  our  downward 
progress. 

We,  the  military,  must  do  it,  and  we  faa^ 
right  and  law  on  our  side.  All  govemmeDts 
and  communities  have  a  right  to  guard  agaimt 
real  and  even  supposed  danger.  The  whole 
people  of  Kentucky  must  not  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  suspense  and  real  danger,  lest  a  few  inno- 
cent men  should  be  wrongfully  accused. 

First — ^You  may  order  all  your  Post  and  Dis- 
trict Commanders  that  guerrillas  are  not  sol- 
diers, but  wild  beasts,  unknown  to  the  usages 
of  war.  To  be  recognized  as  soldiers,  they  must 
be  enlisted,  enrolled,  officered,  uniformed, armed 
and  equipped,  by  recognized  belligerent  power, 
and  must,  if  detailed  from  a  main  army,  be  oi 
sufficient  strength,  with  written  orders  from 
some  army  commander,  to  some  military  thing. 
Of  course  we  have  recognized  the  Confederate 
Government  as  a  belligerent  power,  but  deny 
their  right  to  our  lands,  territories,  rivers, 
coasts,  and  nationality — admitting  the  right  to 
rebel  and  move  to  some  other  country,  when 
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kwB  and  caRtoms  are  more  in  accordance  with 
tiieir  own  ideas  and  prejudices. 

Second. — ^The  civil  power  being  insufficient 
to  protect  life  and  property  ex  necessitate  rei,  to 
prevent  anarchy,  '*  which  nature  abhors/'  the 
mib'tary  steps  in,  and  is  rightful,  constitutional, 
and  lawfuL  Under  this  law  everybody  can  be 
made  to  ''stay  at  home  and  mind  his  and  her 
own  hnsiness,**  and  if  they  won't  dottiat  can  be 
sent  away  where  they  won*t  keep  their  honest 
ne^hbors  in  fear  of  danger,  robbery,  and  insult 

Third. — Your  military  commanders,  nrovost- 
marsbals,  and  other  agents,  may  arrest  aJl  males 
and  females  who  have  encouraged  or  harbored 
goerriUas  and  robbers,  and  ^ou  may  cause  them 
to  be  collected  in  Louisville;  and  when  you 
have  enough — say  three  or  four  hundred — ^I 
will  cause  mem  to  be  sent  down  the  Mississippi, 
throngh  tbeir  guerrilla  gauntlet,  and  by  a  sail- 
ing ship  send  them  to  a  land  where  they  may  take 
their  negroes,  and  make  a  colony,  with  laws  and 
a  fotnre  of  their  own.  If  they  won't  live  in 
peace  in  such  a  garden  as  Kentucky,  why,  we 
will  send  them  to  another,  if  not  a  better,  land, 
and  surely  this  would  be  a  kindness  to  them, 
and  a  (rod's  blessing  to  Kentucky. 

I  wish  you  to  be  careful  that  no  personalities 
are  mixed  up  in  this ;  nor  does  a  full  and  gen- 
erous **love  of  country,"  "of  the  South,^  of 
their  State  or  country,  form  a  cause  of  banish- 
ment, but  that  devilish  spirit  which  will  not  be 
satisfied,  and  that  makes  war  the  pretext  of  mur- 
der, arson,  theft  in  all  its  grades,  perjury,  and 
all  the  crimes  of  human  nature. 

My  own  preference  was,  and  is,  that  the  civil 
aothorities  in  Kentucky  would  and  could  do 
this  in  that  State  ;  but,  if  they  will  not,  or  can- 
Bot,  then  we  must,  for  it  must  be  done.  There 
mast  be  an  "  end  to  strife."  and  the  honest,  in- 
dnstrious  people  of  Kentucky,  and  the  whole 
world,  will  be  benefited  and  rejoiced  at  tiie 
conclusion,  however  arrived  at 

I  use  no  concealment  in  saying  that  I  do  not 
object  to  men  or  women  having  what  they  call 
"Southern  feeyng,"  if  confined  to  love  of  coun- 
try, and  of  peace,  honor  and  security,  and  even 
a  little  family  pride,  but  these  become  *'  crimes" 
when  enlarged  to  mean  love  of  murder,  of  war, 
desolation,  famine,  and  all  the  horrid  attendants 
of  anarchy. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 


Doa  104. 
ATTACK  ON  WHITE  BIYEB  STATION. 

UmnD  8xA-m  Sniimt  LBxnreroir,     \ 
On  Whub  Rmot  Sxaivmi,  June  82,  1861  / 

Bta, :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  attack 
was  made  on  this  place  at  half-past  four  o'clock 
i.ic^  by  the  Tenth  Mississippi  (rebel)  regiment, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Louther. 

The  garrison  had  just  completed  the  stockade 
OB  which  they  were  eugaj^ed  when  you  left^  and 


in  it  they  fought  bravely,  though  their  pickets 
had  been  surprised,  and  the  rebels  were  close 
upon  them  before  they  were  discovered. 

The  Lexington  had  steam  up  and  moved  im- 
mediately out  into  the  stream,  aud  opened  on 
them  a  rapid  fire.  The  enemy  was  quickly  re- 
pulsed and  retired  to  the  woods. 

We  have  no  casualties,  and  of  the  garrison 
one  was  killed  and  four  wounded.  One  ne^o 
was  killed,  and  two  families  of  refugees  carried 
off.  Two  dead  and  three  wounded  rebels  feU 
into  our  hands,  but  most  of  their  killed  and 
wounded  were  dragged  off  the  field. 

The  wounded  federals  and  rebels  are  being 
cared  for  in  this  ship. 

Had  there  been  another  armed  vessel  here  I 
could  have  cut  off  their  retreat  and  captured  the 
whole  command,  but  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent 
to  leave  this  point  with  the  Lexington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
HsintT  BooBT, 
Acting  Ebaigii,  ODmmaadliig. 
lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Oommaadlng  6(h  DiBtrict  Mtaslssippi  SqaAdron. 


Do<^  105. 

CUSHING'S   BECONNOISSANOE. 

BsAUiOBT,  N.  C,  Jane  30,  1804. 

One  of  the  most  daring  reconnoissances  made 
during  the  war  has  just  been  successfully 
achieved  by  Captain  Cushing,  of  the  gunboat 
Monticello.  On  the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth 
instant  the  captain  took  |  first  cutter,  with  fif- 
teen men  and  two  officers  (Acting  Ensign  Jones 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Howard),  and  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  forts  of  the  west  bar  at 
Wilmington,  and  started  up  the  Cape  Fear  river. 
After  a  narrow  escape  of  being  run  over  by  one 
of  the  rebel  steamers  plying  the  river,  he  passed 
the  second  line  of  batteries  and  continued  his 
course  until  Old  Brunswick  was  reached,  where 
the  rebels  have  a  heavy  battery,  when  he  was 
halted  and  fired  upon,  but  succeeded  in  passing 
unscathed,  by  feiening  to  pass  down  the  river 
and  crossing  to  me  friendly  cover  of  the  oppo- 
site bank.  He  then  continued  his  course  up  the 
river.  By  this  artifice  the  rebels  were  deceived, 
and  signalized  to  the  forts  to  intercept  him  as  he 
came  down  the  river,  which  they  supposed  was 
the  direction  taken. 

At  half-past  two  the  next  morning  the  captain 
had  reached  a  point  seven  miles  distant  from 
Wilmington,  where  he  caused  the  boat  to  be 
hauled  on  the  banks  and  concealed  from  view 
by  bushes  and  marsh  grass.  Day  had  now 
dawned,  and  it  became  necessary  to  select  a 
place  of  concealment,  which  was  found  in  the 
brush  on  the  banks. 

Soon  after  davlight  the  rebel  steamers,  block- 
ade-runners ana  transports,  could  be  seen  by 
the  party  pl3dng  up  and  down  the  river,  and,  in 
fi&ct,the  flagship  of  the  rebel  Commodore  Lynch 
passed  by,  pennant  flying,  tiie  distinguished 
gentleman  entirely  unooDScious  of  the  »ct  that 
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a  rifle  in  a  steady  hand,  coold,  and  would,  but 
for  obvious  reasons,  have  given  him  his  quietus. 
Two  blockade  steamers  of  the  first-class  passed 
up  and  one  down  during  the  first  twenty-four 
hours.  When  night  had  fairly  set  in,  the  cap- 
tain prepared  to  launch  his  boat,  when  two  boats 
roundea  the  point,  and,  he  supposed,  having 
discovered  his  position,  they  designed  to  attack 
him;  but  it  proved  to  be  a  returned  fiiE^ng 
party.  The  entire  party  were  captured— eight 
in  number.  Compelling  them  to  act  in  the  ca- 
pacitv  of  guides,  he  proceeeded  to  examine  all 
the  fortifications,  river  obstructions  and  other 
objects  of  interest  within  three  miles  of  Wil- 
mington. Here  he  was  compelled  to  pass 
through  a  creek  running  through  a  cypress 
swamp,  for  several  hours,  through  grass  eight 
feet  hi^h  and  immense  cypress  trees  on  each 
side,  whose  shadows  cast  a  dark  gloom,  only 
exceeded  by  darkness. 

By  two  o'clock  that  morning  a  road  was 
reached,  whichproved  to  be  a  branch  to  the 
main  road  to  Wilmington,  and  joining  it  at  a 
point  two  miles  distant  The  party  was  here 
divided,  ten  being  left  to  hold  this  road ;  and 
the  captain,  taking  the  remaining  eight  men, 
took  position  at  the  junction  of  me  roads,  one 
of  which  was  the  main.  Several  prisoners  were 
here  captured,  but  none  'of  importance.  At 
about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  rebel  courier, 
with  the  mails  from  Fort  Fisher  and  lower  bat- 
teries, en  route  to  Wilmington,  whose  approach 
was  awaited,  came  duly  along,  and  he,  with  his 
entire  mail,  was  captured. 

On  examination  this  proved  to  be  a  prize  of 
value,  there  being  upward  of  two  hundred 
documents,  private  and  official,  and  many  of 
ereat  importance.  The  party,  having  thus  far 
labored  successfuUy,  experienced  the  necessity 
for  refreshment  for  the  inner  man,  and  acoora- 
ingly  Master's  Mate  Howard  garbed  himself  in 
the  courier's  clothes,  and,  mounting  the  same 
worthy's  horse,  proceeded  two  miles  to  a  store 
and  purchased  a  supply  of  provisions  with 
which  he  safely  returned.  The  prices  the  mate 
thought  exorbitant,  but  did  not  feel  disposed,  in 
his  liberal  mood,  to  haggle  or  beat  down. 

Shortly  after  more  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  all  that  was  now  required  to  add  to  the 
eclat  oi  the  achievement  was  to  capture  the 
courier  and  mail  from  Wilmington,  whose  ad- 
vent was  looked  for  at  five  p.  m.  The  impa- 
tience of  the  party  may  be  imagined  when  it  is 
stated  that  the  mail  would  contain  the  day's  pa- 
pers issued  at  Wilmington  at  one  p.  m.,  and  our 
nomadic  friends  were  anxious  to  obtain  the  latest 
news  early. 

The  courier  arrived  slightly  in  advance  of 
time,  but  one  of  the  sailors  having  moved  in- 
cautiously across  the  road,  was  seen  by  him, 
and  taking  alarm,  he  took  to  his  heels  at  full 
speed.  Captain  Cushing,  like  Paul  Duval,  No.  2, 
awaited  him  on  the  road,  with  pistol  cocked, 
put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  pursued  for  about 
three  miles.    But  the  courier  speeded  on  like  a 


whirlwind,  and  the  captain  being  rather  further 
from  his  base  than  he  thought  prudent,  took  to 
his  line  of  retreat,  and  fell  back  in  rapid  bat 
good  order. 

The  telegraph  wire  leading  to  WHmingtoii 
was  then  cut  for  several  hundred  yards,  aod 
the  party,  with  prisoners  and  spoils,  rejoined 
the  squad  left  with  the  boat,  and,  proceeding 
down  the  veek,  reached  the  river  about  dark. 
The  prisoners  impeding  the  speed  of  the  boati, 
measures  were  taken  to  dispose  of  them  by  d&> 
priving  one  of  die  fishing-boats  of  oars  and  sails 
and  setting  it  adrift  in  the  middle  of  the  river, 
thus  rendering  it  impossible  for  them  to  give  the 
alarm  until  the  tide  floated  them  on  some  friend- 
ly hejok.  But  while  putting  this  plan  into  exe- 
cution a  steamer  approached  rapidly,  and  detec- 
tion was  only  avoided  by  the  party  leaping  into 
the  water  and  holding  on  to  the  gunwales  of' 
the  boat  The  steamer  passing,  the  prisonen 
and  boat  were  sent  adrift. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  the  route 
down  the  river  until  a  point  between  the  bat- 
teries at  Brunswick  and  Fort  Fisher,  when  a  boat 
was  discovered  making  rapidly  toward  the 
shore.  After  an  exciting  chase  she  was  ova- 
taken,  and  her  occupants,  consisting  of  six  per- 
sons, four  of  whom  were  soldiers,  were  taken  on 
board,  and  the  boat  cut  adrift.  From  them  in- 
formation was  obtained  that  the  rebels  were  on 
the  qui  vive,  having  boats  posted  at  the  narrow 
entrance  between  the  forts  to  intercept  the  re- 
turn. To  understand  the  position  of  the  party, 
it  should  be  known  that  they  were  then  but 
three  hundred  yards  distant  from  two  forts,  and 
this  on  a  moonlight  night  Captain  Cushing,  on 
learning  the  rebels'  designs,  resolved  to  take  a 
desperate  chance  of  fighting  his  way  through, 
supposing  that,  in  case  there  were  but  one  or 
two  boats  he  might,  by  giving  a  broadside,  es- 
cape in  the  confusion.  On  arriving  at  the  mouth 
of  tlie  harbor  he  perceived,  as  he  imagined,  one 
large  boat)  which,  wonderfully  prolific,  soon  gave 
birth  to  three  more,  which  were  afterwards  in- 
creased in  number  by  five  from  the  opposite 
bsmk.  This  completely  blocked  up  the  narrow 
entrance  to  the  harbor.  The  helm  was  put  hard 
aport  to  gain  distance,  and,  seeing  a  large  sail- 
boat filled  with  troops  (seventy-five  musket- 
eers), at  once  decided  that  the  only  hope  lay  in 
outmanoeuvrine  them.  The  rebels,  providen- 
tiallv,  did  not  auring  this  interval  fire  a  shot,  no 
doubt  anticipating  the  certain  capture  of  aD. 
There  being  another  means  of  entrance  into  the 
harbor  (the  west  bar),  the  only  possible  hope 
was  in  impressing  the  rebels  wiUi  the  opinion 
that  he  would  attempt  that,  the  only  remaining 
chance  of  escape.  Accordingly,  apparently 
making  for  this  point,  the  rebel  boats  were 
drawn  together  in  pursuit,  when,  r^idly 
changing  his  direction,  the  captain  brought  his 
boat  bs^  to  the  other  entrance  (the  east  bar), 
and,  deeply  loaded  as  she  was  (twenty-six  in 
the  boa^,  forced  her  into  the  breakers.  The 
rebels,  evidently  foiled,  dared  not  yentare  to 
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follow,  and  the  gnns  of  the  batteries,  which 
were  poiuted  to  rake  the  channel,  were  unpre- 
pared to  inflict  damage. 

Captain  Cashing  has  arrived  safely,  with  his 
eight  prisoners  and  mail,  and  can  congratulate 
himself  in  having  performed  one  of  Sie  most 
haiardous  and  daring  feats  of  the  war.  His  es- 
cape from  this  position  of  jeopardy  is  regarded 
by  the  navy  officers  as  little  short  of  miracu- 
lous, and  the  rebel  prisoners  have  not  yet  re- 
covered their  amazement  at  the  boldness  of  the 
feat  

Doo.  106. 
DISCIPLINE  OF  SOUTHERN  CAVALBY. 

HSADQITAKnn  CaTALRT  Dl7BK>!r,  1 

Vallit  DBiuor,  Jane  28, 18M.  j 

•General  Order,  No,  1. 

The  following  directions  for  the  march  of  this 
command  will  hereafter  be  strictly  observed : 

Before  the  march  begins  on  each  morning,  the 
rolls  of  each  company  will  be  called  after  mount- 
ing, and  the  Adjutant  of  each  regiment  will  keep 
a  Hst  of  the  names  of  all  deserters. 

Before  dismounting  at  camp  in  the  evening, 
the  rolls  will  again  be  called,  and  the  brigade 
commanders  will  report  to  these  h^Etdquarters 
the  number  of  men  absent  at  each  roIl-calL 

The  habitual  order  of  march  will  be  in  col- 
umn of  **  fours,"  but  on  narrow  roads  by  "twos." 
The  distance  between  the  head  of  one  brigade 
and  the  rear  of  the  other  will  be  two  hundred 
yards. 

When  artillery  and  ambulances  accompanv 
the  brigade,  those  assigned  to  each  brigade  will 
follow  immediately  in  rear  of  their  brigades. 

During  the  march  the  brigades  in  rear  will 
regulate  their  movements  by  those  in  front 

K^ular  halts  will  be  made  during  die  march, 
and  neither  officers  nor  men  will  leave  the  column 
except  at  such  halts,  unless  by  the  written 
consent  of  the  brigade  commander,  and  such 
permission  will  not  be  granted  unless  for  im- 
portant reasons. 

Brigade,  regimental,  and  company  command- 
ers will  pass  frequently  from  front  to  rear  of 
their  respective  commands,  to  see  that  the  col- 
umn is  at  all  times  well  closed  up. 

Brigades  wiU  alternate  in  the  march  daily. 
A  rear-guard  will  be  placed  behind  each  bri- 
gade, and  no  person  except  staff  officers  or 
couriers  will  be  permitted  to  fall  behind  such 
guard. 

Ail  the  wagons  of  this  division  will  march 
together,  under  the  direction  of  the  division 
quartermaster. 

The  quartermasters  of  the  command  will  con- 
stantly accompany  their  respective  trains.  One 
man,  dismounted,  when  practicable,  will  go  with 
each  wagon  to  assist  the  driver.  He  will  re- 
main with  the  wagon.  No  other  parties  will 
be  permitted  with  the  train,  except  when  a 
guard  shall  be  necessary.  The  quartermasters 
"Will  be  held  responsible  that  no  others  accom- 
pany the  wagons.    No  other  wagons  or  convey- 


ances than  those  allowed  from  army  headquar- 
ters will  be  allowed. 

Upon  reaching  camp,  officers  and  men  must 
remain  in  their  camps,  and  commanders  will 
establish  proper  camp  guards. 

Immediately  upon  fixing  the  headquarters  of 
the  brigade,  the  commanders  will  report  their 
locality  to  division  headquarters. 

The  utmost  order  and  perlect  quiet  will  be 
preserved  upon  the  march  and  in  camp.  The 
silly  practice  of  whooping  and  hallooing  is  strict- 
ly forbidden. 

Destruction  of  the  fences  and  crops  of  the  farm- 
ers is  positively  prohibited,  and  such  outrages 
will  be  paid  for  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  command  nearest  where  such  depredations 
may  he  committed. 

(ireatest  care  must  be  taken  of  ammunition. 
Not  a  cartridge  must  be  fired  unnecessarily. 
An  important  campaign  is  commenced,  and  upou 
its  results  dependa  more  than  we  can  estimate. 

The  Major-iQeneral  commanding  asks  and  ex- 
pects from  every  man  of  his  command  a  hearty 
and  cheerful  compliance  with  orders,  assuring 
all  that  they  shall  reap  and  enjoy  the  full 
fruits  of  whatever  their  labors  and  privations 
may  obtain. 

By  command  of  Msgor-General  Ransom : 

Waltbb  K.  Martin,  A.  A.  G. 
Brigadier-General  Nbd  MoCauslakd, 

Commanding  Brigade. 

BMADqaAaauB  Catalbt  Dimov,  Y 
June24,18M.     / 

Gfeneral  Order,  No.  2. 

The  following  act  of  Congress,  approved  June 
first,  1864,  is  published  for  the  information  of  this 
command : 

"  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact  that  the  commanding  General 
of  any  army  in  the  field  shall  have  the  power  to 
direct  the  oismounting  of  any  non-commissioned 
officer  or  officers,  soldier  or  soldiers,  in  the  cav- 
alry service  in  his  command,  and  to  place  him 
or  them  in  the  infantry,  who  shall  misbehave 
before  the  enemy,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  wastine, 
spoliating,  or  appropriating  to  his  use  any  pri- 
vate property,  or  doing  any  violence  to  any 
citizen. 

"  Sbo.  2.  That  the  horses  belonging  to  per- 
sons so  dismounted,  and  which  they  may  have 
in  the  service,  may  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  and  the  appraised  value  thereof  shall  bo 
paid  to  the  owner." 

This  will  be  read  at  least  three  times  at  the 
head  of  each  company  in  the  command. 

By  command  of^Major-General  Ransom : 

Waltbe  K.  Mabtdc,  a.  A.  G. 


Doa  107. 
ATTACK  UPON  FOBT  FISHEB. 

NoBm  ATiujrno  BovADMnr,  UmnD  arAns  ThAQ-Sair  \ 
llALmor,  oiv  Wiumraros,  Deoembw  Si,  1804.     / 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
attacked  the  forts  at  the  month  of  the  Cape  Fear 
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river  this  morning  at  haJfpast  twelve  o'clock, 
and,  after  getting  the  ships  in  position,  si- 
lenced it  in  about  an  hoar  and  a  half,  there  be- 
ing no  troops  here  to  take  possession.  I  am 
merely  firing  at  it  now  to  keep  np  practice.  The 
forts  are  nearly  demolishecf,  and  as  soon  as 
troops  come  we  can  take  possession ;  we  have 
set  diem  on  fire  ;  blown  some  of  them  up,  and 
all  that  is  wanted  now  ia  troops  to  land  to  go 
into  them. 

I  suppose  Greneral  Butler  will  be  here  in  the 
taomiug.  We  have  had  very  heavy  gales  here, 
which  tugs,  monitors,  and  all,  rode  out  at  their 
anchors.  The  transports  have  gone  into  Beau- 
fort, North  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

David  D.  Pobtib. 

'  Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GxDBON  Welles, 

SeoreUuy  of  tbe  Navy,  Waahiogton,  D.  GL 

BEPORI  OF  BRAR-ADMIRAL  POBTEB.* 

TurSar  Malthot,  on  Nbw  Iitlr,  Koith  Cabouka,  7 
December  20,1804.     j 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  a 
somewhat  detailed  report  of  the  two  engage- 
ments with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  surrounding 
works. 

We  attacked  with  the  whole  fleet  on  the 
twenty-fourth  instant,  and  silenced  every  gun  in 
a  very  short  time.  * 

On  the  twenty-fifth  instant  we  again  took  up 
our  position,  within  a  mile  of  the  &rt  (the  iron 
vessels  within  twelve  hundred  (1^00]  vards), 
without  a  shot  being  fired  at  us ;  shelled  it  all 
day,  with  now  and  then  a  shot  from  the  rebels, 
and  stopped  firing  after  sunset. 

The  army  landed  and  re&mbarked,  consider- 
ing it  impracticable  to  assault  the  place. 
*  I  shall  remain  and  keep  shelling  the  enemy's 
works  on  every  occasion,  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  QlDBON  WELT.BS, 

BecreUry  of  tbe  Navy,  Wadilngtoii,  D.  a 

NoBXH  ATUsno  Squaosou,  U.  S.  FLAO-Smp  MiLVnur,  \ 
At  Sba,  awr  Niw  Iblr,  N.  a,  December  26,  IMl  f 

Sib — ^I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  been  able 
to  present  to  the  nation  Fort  Fisher  and  sur- 
rounding works  as  a  Christmas  offering,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  it  has  not  been  taken  yet 

I  attacked  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  instant 
with  the  Ironsides,  Canonicus,  Mahopac,  Monad- 
nock,  Minnesota,  Colorado,  Mohican,  Tuscarora, 
Wabash,  Susquehanna,  Brooklyn,  Powhatan, 
Juniata,  Seneca,  Shenandoah,  Pawtuxet,  Ticou- 
deroga,  Mackinaw,  Maumee,  Yantic,  Kansas, 
Iosco,  Quaker  City,  Monticello.  Rhode  Island, 
Sassacus,  Chippewa,  Osceola,  Tacony,  Pontoo- 
sue,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Fort  Jackson,  and  Yan- 

•See  Doooment  76,  page  490,  diils. 


derbilt,  having  a  reserve  of  smaS  vessds,  con- 
sisting of  the  Aries,  Howquah,  Wilderness, 
Cherokee,  A.  D.  Vance,  Anemone,  jEolns,  Get- 
tysburg, Alabama,  Keystone  State,  Banshee, 
Emma,  Lillian,  Tristram  Shandy,  BriUimift, 
Governor  Buckingham,  and  Nansemond. 

Previous  to  mcJcing  the  attack,  a  torpedo  on 
a  larfi;e  scale,  with  an  amount  of  powder  on 
board,  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  explode  the 
powder  magazines  of  the  fort,  was  prepared 
with  great  care,  and  placed  under  the  oonuDaDd 
of  Commander  A.  C.  Khind,  who  had  associated 
with  him  on  this  perilous  service  Lieutenant  S. 
W.  Preston,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  A.  T.  £. 
MuUan,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Agawsm, 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Paul  Boyden,  sod 
seven  men.  So  much  had  been  said  and  writ- 
ten about  the  terrible  effects  of  gunpowder  in 
an  explosion  that  happened  lately  in  E^land, 
that  great  results  were  expected  from  this  novel 
mode  of  making  war.  Everything  that  von- 
nuity  couid  devise  was  adopted  to  make  the 
experiment  a  success. 

The  .vessel  was  brought  around  firom  Norfolk 
with  great  care  and  wimout  accident,  in  tow  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Sassacus,  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  who  directed  his  whole 
attention  to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  though  he 
experienced  some  bad  weather  and  lost  one  of 
his  rudders,  he  took  her  safely  into  Beaufort, 
where  he  filled  her  up  with  powder,  and  per- 
fected all  the  machinery  for  blowing  her  up. 
General  Butler  had  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  be- 
fore us,  and  I  hastened  matters  all  that  I  cooM, 
so  that  no  unnecessary  deUy  might  be  laid  to 
my  charge. 

On  the  eighteenth  instant  I  sailed  from  Bean- 
fort  .with  all  the  monitors.  New  Ironsides,  and 
small  vessels,  including  the  Louisiana,  disguised 
as  a  blockade-runner,  for  the  rendezvous,  tw«i- 
ty  miles  east  of  New  Inlet  North  Carolina,  and 
found  all  tiie  larger  vessels  and  transports  as- 
sembled there,  the  wind  blowing  light  from  the 
north-east  On  the  twentieth  a  heavy  gale  set 
in  from  the  south-west,  and  not  being  able  to 
make  a  port  without  scatterin^^  all  the  vessels,! 
determined  to  ride  it  out,  which  I  did.  without 
any  accident  of  any  kind,  except  the  loss  of  a 
few  anchors,  the  monitors  and  all  behaving 
beautifully.  ^ 

Only  two  vessels  went  to  sea  to  avoid  the 
gale,  and  fared  no  better  than  those  at  anchor. 
The  transports,  being  short  of  water,  put  into 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  were  not  suitable 
for  riding  out  at  anchor  such  heavy  weather. 

After  the  south-wester  the  wind  chopped 
around  to  the  westward  and  gave  us  a  beautful 
spell  of  weather,  whi9h  I  could  not  afford  to 
lose,  and  tiie  transports  with  the  troops  not 
making  their  appearance,  I  determined  to  take 
advantage  of  it  and  attack  Fort  Fisher  and  its 
outwork. 

On  the  twenty-third  I  directed  Conmiandcr 
Khind  to  proceed  and  explode  the  vessel  right 
under  the  walls  of  Fort  Fisher,  Mr.  Bradford,  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  having  gone  in  at  night  and 
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asoerteined  tliat  we  oould  plaoe  a  yessel  of 
seven  feet  draught  right  on  the  edge  of  the 
heich :  Lieutenaot  R.  H.  liamson,  commandiDg 
Gettysbnrg,  Yolunteered  to  go  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, Acting  Master  Henry  Arej  in  command, 
and  tow  the  Lonisiana  inlo  position,  having  as- 
sisted in  the  gale  in  taking  care  of  the  Louisi- 
ana after  she  and  the  Nansemond  (the  vessel 
hftvine  her  in  tow)  had  lost  all  their  anchors. 

At  naif-past  ten  p.  m.  the  powder-vessel  start- 
ed in  toward  the  bar,  and  was  towed  by  the 
Wilderness  until  the  embrasures  of  Fort  Fisher 
were  plainly  in  sight  The  Wilderness  then 
cast  on,  and  the  Louisiana  proceeded  under 
steam  until  within  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
beach  and  about  four  hundred  from  the  fort 

Commander  Rhind  anciored  her  securely 
tliere,  and  coolly  went  to  work  to  make  all  his 
arrangements  to  blow  her  up.  This  he  was  en- 
abled to  do  owing  to  a  blockade-runner  going  in 
right  ahead  of  him,  the  fsrts  making  the 
bbckade-ranner  signals,  which  tiiey  also  did  to 
ike  Louisiana. 

The  gallant  party,  after  coolly  making  all  their 
anangements  for  the  explosion,  left  the  vessel, 
the  last  thing  they  did  being  to  set  her  on  fire 
under  the  cabin.  Then  taking  to  their  boats, 
they  made  their  escape  off  to  the  Wilderness, 
lying  close  by.  The  Wilderness  then  put  off 
^re  with  good  speed,  to  avoid  any  ill  effects 
that  might  happen  from  the  explosion.  At 
forty-five  minuteis  past  one  of  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-fourth  the  explosion  took  place,  and 
the  shock  was  nothing  like  so  severe  as  was  ex- 
pected. It  shook  the  vessel  some,  and  broke 
one  or  two  glasses,  but  nothing  more. 

At  daylight  on  the  twenty-fourth  the  fleet  got 
under  way  and  stood  in,  in  line  of  batUe. 
At  half-past  eleven  ▲.  m.  the  signal  was  made  to 
engage  the  forts,  the  Ironsides  leading,  and  the 
Monadnock,  Ganonicus,  and  Mahopac  following. 
The  Ironsides  took  her  position  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  seamanlike  manner,  got  her  spring 
out,  and  opened  deliberate  fire  on  the  fort, 
which  was  firing  at  her  with  all  its  guns,  which 
did  not  seem  numerous  in  the  north-east  face, 
tiiough  we  counted  what  appeared  to  be  seven- 
teen guns ;  but  four  or  five  of  these  were  fired 
firom  that  direction,  and  they  were  silenced 
dmost  as  soon  as  the  Ironsides  opened  her  ter- 
rific battery. 

The  Minnesota  then  took  her  position  in  hand- 
some style,  and  her  guns,  after  getting  the 
range,  were  fired  with  rapidity,  whue  the  Mo- 
hican, Colorado,  and  the  large  vessels  marked 
on  the  plan,  eot  to  their  stations,  all  firing  to 
cover  themselves  while  anchoring.  By  the 
time  the  last  of  the  large  vessels  anchored  and 
got  tiieir  batteries  into  play,  but  one  or  two 
vm  of  the  enemy  were  fired,  ihiafeu  d'en/er 
driving  them  all  to  their  bomb-proo». 

The  small  gunboats  Kansas,  Unadilla,  Pequot, 
Seneca,  Pontoosuc,  Yantic,  and  Huron  took 
positions  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the 
monitors,  and  enfilading  the  works. 

The  Shenandoah,   Ticonderoga,   Mackinaw, 


Tacony,  and  YanderbUt  took  effective  positions 
as  marked  on  the  chart,  and  added  their  fire  to 
that  already  begun. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Fort  Jackson,  Osceola, 
Chippewa,  Sassacus,  Rhode  Island,  Monticello, 
Quaker  City,  and  Iosco  dropped  4nto  position 
according  to  order,  and  the  battle  became  gen- 
eral. In  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  after  the 
first  shot  was  fired  not  a  shot  came  from  the 
fort  Two  magazines  had  been  blown  up  by 
our  shells,  and  the  fort  set  on  fire  in  several 
places ;  and  such  a  torrent  of  missiles  were  fall- 
ing into  and  bursting  over  it  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  anything  human  to  stand  it  Finding 
that  the  batteries  were  silenced  completely,  I 
directed  the  ships  to  keep  up  a  moderate  fire  in 
the  hopes  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
transports  and  bringing  them  in.  At  sunset 
General  Butler  came  in,  in  his  fiag-ship,  with  a 
few  transports  (the  rest  not  having  arrived  from 
Beaufort). 

Being  too*late  to  do  anything  more,  I  sig- 
nalled the  fleet  to  retire  for  the  night  for  a  safe 
anchorage,  which  they  did  without  being  mo- 
lested by  the  enemy. 

There  were  some  mistakes  made  this  day 
when  the  vessels  went  in  to  take  position.  My 
plan  of  battle  being  based  on  accurate  calcu- 
lation, and  made  from  information  to  be  relied 
on,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  commander, 
and  it  seemed  impossible  to  go  astray  if  it  was 
strictly  followed. 

I  required  those  vessels  that  had  not  followed 
it  closely  to  get  under  way  and  assume  their 
proper  positions,  which  was  done  promptly  and 
without  confusion.  The  vessels  were  placed 
somewhat  nearer  to  the  works,  and  were  able  to 
throw  in  their  shell,  which  were  before  falling 
into  the  waters. 

One  or  two  leading  vessels  having  made  the 
mistake  of  anchoring  too  far  off,  caused  those 
coming  after  them  to  commit  a  like  error ;  but 
when  they  all  got  into  place,  and  commenced 
work  in  earnest,  the  shower  of  shells  (one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  per  minute)  was  irresistible. 
So  quickly  were  the  enemy's  guns  silenced  that 
not  an  officer  or  man  was  injured.  I  regret, 
however,  to  have  to  report  some  severe  casual- 
ties by  the  bursting  of  a  one-hundred-pound 
Parrott  cannon. 

One  burst  on  board  the  Ticonderoga,  killing 
six  of  the  crew,  and  wounding  seven  others. 
Another  burst  on  board  the  Yantic,  killing  one 
officer  and  two  men.  Another  on  the  Juniata, 
killing  two  officers,  and  wounding  and  killing 
ten  others.  Another  on  the  Mackinaw,  killing 
one  officer,  and  wounding  five  others  (men). 
Another  on  the  Quaker  City,  wounding,  I  believe, 
two  or  three. 

The  bui'sting  of  the  guns  (six  in  all)  much 
disconcerted  the  crews  of  the  vessels  when  the 
accident  happened,  and  gave  one  and  all  a  great 
distrust  of  tne  Parrott  one-hundred-pounders, 
and  (as  subsequent  events  proved)  they  wore 
unfit  for  service,  and  calculated  to  kill  more  of 
our  men  than  those  of  the  enemy. 
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Some  of  the  vessels  were  struck  once  or 
twice.  The  Mackinaw  had  her  boiler  perforated 
with  a  shell,  and  ten  or  twelve  persons  were 
badly  scalded. 

The  Osceola  was  struck  with  a  shell  near  her 
magazine,  and  was  at  one  time  in  a  sinking  con- 
dition ;  but  her  efficient  commander  stopped  up 
the  leak,  while  tiie  Mackinaw  foueht  out  the 
battle,  notwithstanding  the  damage  she  received. 
The  Yantic  was  the  omj  vessel  that  left  the  line 
to  report  damages. 

Commander  John  Guest,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
line,  showed  his  usual  intelligence  in  selecting 
his  position  and  directing  his  fire.  Twice  his 
guns  cut  down  the  flagstaff  on  the  Mound  bat- 
tery, and  he  silenced  the  guns  there  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  Keystone  State  and  Quaker  Gity 
coiJperating  effectively. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  with  both 
rudders  disabled,  got  his  vessel,  the  Sassacus, 
into  close  action,  and  assisted  materially  in  si- 
lencing the  works ;  and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
and  Fort  Jackson  took  such  positions  ad  they 
could  get  (owing  to  other  vessels  not  forming 
proper  lines  and  throwing  them  out  of  place), 
and  fought  their  guns  well.  The  taking  of  a 
new  position  while  under  fire,  by  the  Brooklyn 
and  Colorado,  was  a  beautiful  sight,  and  when 
they  got  into  place  both  ships  delivered  a  fire 
that  nothing  could  withstand. 

The  Brooklyn  well  sustained  her  proud  name 
under  her  present  commander.  Captain  James 
Alden;  and  the  Colorado  gave  evidence  that 
her  commander,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 
fiilly  understood  the  duties  of  his  position.  The 
Susquehanna  was  most  effective  in  her  fire,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  right  posi- 
tion, though  much  bothered  by  a  vessel  near 
her  that  had  not  found  her  right  place. 

The  Mohican  went  into  battle  gallantly,  and 
fired  rapidly,  and  with  effect;  and  when  the 
Powhatan,  Ticonderoga,  and  Shenandoah  got 
into  their  positions  they  did  good  service.  The 
Pawtuzet  fell  handsomely  into  line,  and  did  good 
service  with  the  rest,  and  the  Vanderbilt  took 
position  near  the  Minnesota,  and  threw  in  a 
splendid  fire.  The  firing  of  the  monitors  was 
excellent,  and  when  their  shells  struck,  great 
damage  was  done,  and  the  little  gunboats  that 
covered  them  kept  up  a  fire  sufficient  to  dis- 
concert the  enemy's  aim. 

The  rebels  fired  no  more  after  the  vessels  all 
opened  on  them,  except  a  few  shots  from  the 
Mound  and  upper  batteries,  which  the  Iosco 
«nd  consorts  soon  silenced. 

Our  men  were  at  work  at  the  guns  five  hours, 
and  glad  to  get  a  little  rest  Thev  came  out  of 
action  with  rather  a  contempt  for  rebel  bat- 
teries, and  anxious  to  renew  the  battle  in  the 
morning. 

On  tlie  twonty-fifth  (Christmas)  all  the  trans- 
ports had  arrived, and  Greneral  Butler  sent  Qen- 
eral  Weitzel  to  see  me,  and  arranee  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  day.  It  was  deci^d  that  we 
should  attack  the  forts  again,  while  the  army 


landed  and  assaulted  them,  if  poeaible,  under 
our  heavy  fire. 

I  sent  seventeen  gunboats,  under  command  of 
Captain  0.  S.  Glisson,  to  cover  the  troops  and 
assist  with  their  boats  in  landing  the  soldicis. 
Finding  the  smaller  vessels  kept  too  far  from 
the  Keach,  which  was  quite  bold,  I  sent  in  dio 
Brooklyn  to  set  tliem  an  example,  whidi  that 
vessel  did,  relying,  as  every  commandor  should, 
on  the  information  I  gave  him  in  relation  to  the 
soundings.  To  this  number  were  added  all  the 
small  vessels  that  were  covering  ihe  coast 
along;  and  finally  I  sent  some  eight  or  nine 
vessels  that  were  acting  under  ConmuuMler 
Guest  in  endeavoring  to  find  a  way  acroas  the 
bar.  This  gave  a  hundred  small  boats  to  hod 
the  troops  with.  Besides  those,  the  army  wis 
already  provided  with  about  twenty  more. 

At  seven  a.  m.  on  the  twenty-fifth  I  made  rig- 
nal  to  get  under  way  and  form  in  line  of  botde, 
which  was  quickly  done.  The  order  to  attadt 
was  given,  and  the  Ironsides  took  position  ia 
her  usual  handsome  style,  the  monitors  follow- 
ing close  after  her.  All  the  vessels  followed 
according  to  order,  and  took  position  without  a 
shot  being  fired  at  them,  excepting  a  few  shots 
fired  at  the  four  last  vessels  that  got  into  line. 

The  firing  this  day  was  slow,  only  suffideot 
to  amuse  we  enemy  while  ike  army  landed, 
which  they  were  doing  five  miles  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  fleet 

I  suppose  about  three  thousand  men  had 
landed  when  I  was  notified  they  were  re 
embarking. 

I  could  see  our  soldiers  near  the  forts  recon- 
noitring and  sharpshooting,  and  was  in  hopes 
an  assault  was  deemed  practicable. 

General  Weitzel  in  person  was  making  ob- 
servations about  six  hundred  yards  off,  and  the 
troops  were  in  and  around  the  works.  One  gal- 
lant officer,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  went  on 
the  parapet  and  brought  away  the  rebel  flag  we 
had  knocked  down.  A  soldier  went  into  the 
works  and  led  out  a  horse,  killing  the  orderly 
mounted  on  him,  and  taking  his  despatches  from 
the  body.  Another  soldier  fired  his  musket 
into  the  bomb-proof  among  the  rebels,  and 
eight  or  ten  others  who  had  ventured  near  the 
forts  were  wounded  by  our  shells. 

As  the  aramimition  gave  out  the  veesek  re- 
tired from  action,  and  tne  iron-clads  and  Minne- 
sota, Colorado,  and  Susquehanna  were  ord^^ 
to  open  rapidly,  which  they  did  with  such  ef- 
fect that  it  seemed  to  tear  the  works  to  pieces 
We  drew  off  at  sunset,  leaving  the  iron-dads 
to  fire  through  the  night,  expecting  the  trooos 
would  attack  in  the  morning,  when  we  would 
commence  again.  I  received  word  from  Gene- 
ral Weitzel  informing  me  that  it  was  impracti- 
cable to  assault,  and  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter 
from  General  Butler  assignii^  his  reasons  for 
withdrawing  the  troops.  I  also  enclose  my  an- 
swer. 

In  the  bombardment  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
men  were   engaged   firing   slowly  for  seven 
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hoam.  The  rebels  kept  a  couple  of  guns  on 
the  upper  batteries  firing  on  the  vessels,  bitting 
some  of  them  several  times  without  doing  much 
damage.  The  Wabash  and  Powhatan  being 
within  their  range,  the  object  seemed  mainly 
to  disable  them,  but  a  rapid  fire  soon  closed 
them  up.  Everything  was  coolly  and  system- 
atically done  througnout  the  day.  and  I  wit- 
nessed some  beautiful  practice. 

The  army  commenced  landing  about  two 
o'clock,  Captain  Glisson,  in  the  Santiago  de 
Cnba,  having  shelled  Flag-pond  battery  to  en- 
Bve  a  safe  laiiding,  and  they  commenced  to  re- 
embark  about  five  o'clock,  the  weather  coming 

00  thick  Mid  rainy.  About  a  brigade  were  left 
on  the  beach  during  the  night,  covered  by  the 
grmboats.  As  oiur  troops  knded,  sixty-five  re- 
bel soldiers  hoisted  the  white  flag  and  deliver- 
ed themselves  up,  and  were  taken  prisoners  by 
the  seamen  lanaing  the  troops,  and  conveyed 
to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Two  hundred  and 
eighteen  more  gave  themselves  up  to  tfie  re- 
connoitring party,  all  being  desirous  to  quit  the 
war. 

I  don't  pretend  to  put  my  opinion  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  General  Weitzel,  who  is  a  thor- 
ough soldier  and  an  able  engineer,  and  whose 
bnsiness  it  is  to  know  more  of  assaulting  than 

1  do,  bat  I  can't  help  thinking  that  it  was  worth 
while  to  make  the  attempt  alter  coming  so  far. 

About  twelve  o'clock  I  sent  in  a  detachment 
of  doable-end ers,  under  Commander  John  Guest, 
to  see  if  I  could  efiect  an  entrance  through  the 
channeL  The  great  number  of  wrecks  in  and 
about  the  bar  has  changed  the  whole  formar 
tioD,  and  where  the  original  channel  was  we 
found  a  shallow  bar. 

I  sent  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  in  to  sound 
and  buoy  out  a  channel,  if  he  could  find  one, 
with  orders  to  Commander  Guest  to  drag  for 
torpedoes  and  be  ready  to  run  in  by  the  buoys 
when  ordered.  The  examination  was  not  at  all 
satisfactory.  A  very  narrow  and  crooked  chan- 
nel was  partly  made  out  and  buoyed,  but  run- 
nine  BO  close  to  the  upper  forts  that  boats 
coold  not  work  there. 

Lieutenant  Cushing  went  in  in  his  boat  as  far 
as  Zeke's  Island,  but  his  researches  would  not 
justify  my  attempting  the  passage  with  six 
donble-enders,  some  of  which  had  burst  their 
rifled  Parrott  guns  and  injured  many  of  their 
men. 

As  it  was  getting  late,  and  the  troops  were, 
making  slow  process  in  landing,  I  withdrew 
the  vessels  and  boats  that  were  searching  for 
&e  channel,  and  sent  them  to  help  land  the 
troops,  otherwise  we  might  have  succeeded  in 
buoying  it  out,  though  it  was  a  difBcult  thing 
for  the  boats  to  work  tinder  the  fire  of  the 
upper  batteries. 

One  boat  belonging  to  the  Tacony  was  sunk 
by  a  shell,  and  a  man  had  his  leg  cut  off.  StiU 
they  ituck  to  their  work  until  ordered  to  with- 
draw for  other  duty.  In  conclusion,  allow  me 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Com- 
QuiMier  Bhiud  and  Lieutenant  Preston.    They 


engaged  in  the  most  perilous  adventure  that 
was,  perhaps,  ever  undertaken,  and  though  no 
material  results  have  taken  place  from  the 
effects  of  the  explosion,  that  we  know  of,  stiU 
it  was  not  their  fault. 

As  an  incentive  to  others,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend them  for  promotion ;  also,  that  of 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson,  who  piloted  them  in 
and  brought  them  off.  No  one  in  the  squadron 
considered  that  their  lives  would  be  saved,  and 
Commander  Rhind  and  Lieutenant  Preston  had 
made  an  erianeement  to  sacrifice  themselves  in 
case  the  vessel  was  boarded — a  thing  likely  to 
happen. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Commander 
Rhind,  with  the  names  of  the  gallant  fellows 
who  volunteered  for  this  desperate  service. 
Allow  me  also  to  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  went  in  and 
sounded  out  the  place  where  the  Louisiana  was 
to  go  in,  and  has  always  patiently  performed 
every  duty  that  he  has  been  called  on  to  carry 
out. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
K.  R.  Breeze,  fleet  captain,  for  carrying  about 
my  orders  to  the  fleet  during  the  action,  and  for 
his  eeneral  usefulness;  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander H.  A.  Adams  for  his  promptness  in 
supplying  the  fleet  with  ammunition.  Lieu- 
tenant M.  W.  Sanders,  Si^al  Officer,  whose 
whole  time  was  occupied  in  making  signals, 
performed  his  duty  well;  and  my  aids,  Lieu- 
tenant S.  W.  Terry  and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Pres- 
ton, afforded  me  valuable  assistance. 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  list  of  the  casual- 
ties, but  beUeve  they  were  very  few  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  We  had  killed  and  wounded 
about  forty-five  persons  by  the  bursting  of  the 
Parrott  euus. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  no  more  be  intro- 
duced into  the  service. 

There  is  only  one  kind  of  firing  (at  close 
quarters)  that  is  effective,  and  that  is  from  nine, 
ten,  and  eleven-inch  guns ;  they  cannot  be 
equalled. 

Until  further  orders  I  shall  go  on  and  ham- 
mer away  at  the  fort,  hoping  that  in  time  the 
people  in  it  will  get  tired  and  hand  *  it 
over  to  us.  It  is  a  one-sided  business  alto- 
gether, and  in  the  course  of  time  we  must  dis- 
mount their  guns,  if,  as  General  Weitzel  says, 
we  cannot  "injure  it  as  a  defensive  work."- 
The  government  may  also  think  it  of  sufficient 
importance  to  undertake  more  serious  opera- 
tions against  these  works. 

An  army  of  a  few  thousand  men  investing  it 
would  soon  get  into  it,  with  the  aid  of  the  navy. 
When  smooth  water  permits  I  wiU  go  to  work 
looking  for  a  channel  over  the  bar,  which  has 
not  yet  been  found  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  must  not  omit  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  monitors — riding  out  heavy 
gales  on  an  open  coast  without  murmuring  or 
complaining  of  the  want  of  comfort,  which 
must  have  been  very  serious.  They  have 
shown  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  perse veranoe 
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seldom  witnessed.  Equally  brave  in  battle, 
tbey  take  tbe  closest  work  witb  pleasure,  and 
the  effect  of  their  shells  is  terrific. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  command- 
ers, and  I  hope  I  shall  ever  keep  them  under 
my  command : 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  commanding  Mo- 
nad nock  ;  Commander  £.  R.  Calhoun,  command- 
ing Saueus;  Lieutenant  George  E.  Belknap, 
commanding  Canonicus ;  Lieutenant  Commander 
£.  E.  Potter,  commanding  Mahopac 

There  are  about  one  thousand  men  left  on 
shore  by  the  army,  who  have  not  been  got  off 
yet,  on  account  of  tbe  surf  on  the  beach.  These 
will  be  got  off  in  the  morning,  and  the  soldiers 
will  then  be  sent  home. 

I  enclose  general  order  for  the  attack. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  David  D.  Poster, 

Bear-AdminO. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretory  of  the  Navy. 
LETTER  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  BDTI£R. 

HSADQUABTBHS  DlPABXMBXT  VfROCIU  ASD  \ 

NoBTB  CAB0ii5JL,  December  26, 1864.  j 
Admiral — Upon  landing  the  troops  and  mak- 
ing a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Fisher, 
both  GenersJ  Weitzel  and  myself  are  fully  of 
the  opinion  that  the  place  could  not  be  carried 
by  assault,  as  it  was  left  substantially  uninjured 
as  a  defensive  work  by  the  navy  fire.  We 
found  seventeen  gims  protected  by  traverses, 
two  only  of  which  were  dismounted,  bearing  up 
the  beach,  and  covering  a  strip  of  land,  the  onlv 
practicable  route,  not  more  than  wide  enough 
tor  a  thousand  men  in  line  of  battle. 

Having  captured  Flag-pond  Hill  battery,  the 
garrison  of  which,  sixty-five  men  and  two  com- 
missioned officers,  were  taken  off  by  the  navy, 
we  also  captured  Half-moon  battery  and  seven 
officers  and  two  hundred  and  eighteen  men  of 
tbe  Third  North  Carolina  Junior  Reserves,  in- 
cluding its  commander,  from  whom  I  learned 
that  a  portion  of  Hoke*s  division,  consisting  of 
Kirkland's  and  Haygood*s  brigades,  had  been 
sent  from  the  lines  before  Ricnmond  on  Tues- 
day last,  arriving  at  Wilmington  Friday  night 

General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line 
within  fifty  yards  ot  the  fort,  while  the  garrison 
was  kept  in  their  bomb-proofe  by  the  fire  of  the 
navy,  and  so  closely  that  three  or  four  men  of 
,the  picket  line  ventured  upon  the  parapet  and 
through  the  sallyport  of  the  work,  capturing  a 
horse,  which  they  brought  off,  killing  the  or- 
derly, who  was  the  bearer  of  a  despatch  from 
the  Chief  of  Artillery  of  General  Whiting  to 
bring  a  light  battery  within  the  fort,  and ,  also 
brought  away  from  the  parapet  the  fiiag  of  the 
fort 

This  was  done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy 
were  falling  about  tlie  heads  of  the  daring  men 
who  entered  the  work,  and  it  was  evident,  as 
Boon  as  tbe  fire  of  the  navy  ceased  because  of 
the  dai^ness,  that  the  fort  was  fully  manned 
again  and  opened  witb  grape  and  canister  on 
our  picket  line. 


Finding  that  nothing  but  tbe  op«ratioDB  of  a 
regular  siege,  whicb  did  not  come  within  mj 
instructions,  would  reduce  the  fort,  and  in  Ti«w 
of  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  wearier,  wind 
rising  from  the  south-east,  rendering  it  impota- 
ble to  make  further  landing  dirough  the  surf,! 
caused  the  troops  with  their  prisoners  to  re- 
embark,  and  see  nothing  further  that  can  be 
done  by  the  land  forces.  I  shall,  therefore,  sul 
for  Hampton  Roads  as  soon  as  the  trao^Mrt 
fleet  can  be  got  in  order. 

My  engineers  and  officers  report  Fort  TtAa 
to  me  as  substantially  uninjured  as  a  defensive 
work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfollj, 
your  obedient  servant,       Benj.  F.  Bcttlsb, 

lli^or-Gcoeral  Ctommaadiil. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

OomnMUwUng  N.  A.  Blockadiof  Squadron. 

BEPLT  or  RBAR>AD¥IRAL  FORTES. 

KouH  AixjjrDO SqcADNMr,  U.  S.  Flao-SOp MixnBi,) 
^  QrvNiwIiCLBr,  December  90,1864.    / 

General — I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  Ae 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  the  substance 
of  which  was  conminnicated  to  me  by  General 
Weitzel  last  night 

I  have  ordered  the  largest  vessels  to  proceed 
off  Beaufort  and  fill  up  with  ammunition,  to  be 
ready  for  another  attack,  in  case  it  is  decided 
to  proceed  with  this  matter  by  making  other 
arrangements. 

We  have  not  commenced  firing  rapidly  jet, 
and  could  keep  any  rebels  inside  from  showing 
their  heads  until  an  assaulting  colunm  was 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  works. 

I  wish  some  more  of  your  gallant  fellows  had 
followed  the  officer  who  took  the  flag  from  the 
parapet,  and  the  brave  fellow  who  brought  tbe 
horse  out  from  the  fort  I  think  they^would 
have  found  it  an  easier  conquest  thab  is  sup- 
posed. 

I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  place  my  opin- 
ion in  opposition  to  (General  Weitzel,  whom  I 
know  to  be  an  accompbshed  soldier  and  engi- 
neer, and  whose  opinion  has  great  weight  widi 
me. 

I  will  look  out  that  the  troops  are  all  off  in 
safety.  We  will  have  a  west  wind  presenfly, 
and  a  smooth  beach  about  three  o'clock,  when 
sufficient  boats  will  be  sent  for  them. 

The  prisoners  now  on  board  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba  wdl  be  delivered  to  the  provost  minshal 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  unless  you  wish  to  take 
them  on  board  one  of  the  transports,  which 
would  be  inconvenient  just  now. 

I  remain.  General,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  David  D.  Fobtbr, 

Beer-AdminL 

Mtgor-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  fee  te.  Aa 

REPORI  or  (XM,  K  K.  TBATCHEB. 

UnxB)  StAiw  anuoB  CaumisOj    I 
Oiv  BaAUfon,  N.  C,  December  SU  IML  | 

Admiral — ^In  compliance  with  your  General 
Order  No.  75,  under  date  of  thirtieth  instant, 
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I  have  tiie  honor  to  say  that  in  the  ac- 
tions of  the  twenty-fonrth  and  twenty-fifth  in- 
stant, with  Fort  Asher  and  its  dependencies, 
tibese  works  were  effectually  silenced  by  the 
heavy  aiid  accurate  fire  of  this  fleet  for  hours  at 
a  time,  the  enemy  only  replying  to  our  fire  when 
an  occasional  cessation  occurred  on  our  part 

Oil  Uie  twenty-fourth  an  explosion  took  place, 
during  a  heavy  fire  from  the  fleet,  within  the 
main  fort  of  me  rebels,  and  inmiediately  after 
which  flames  were  observed  streaming  high 
above  the  walls,  naturally  leading  to  the  con- 
closion  that  we  had  fired  the  barracks  and  other 
tenements  connected  with  Fort  Fisher.  During 
the  continuance  of  this  blaze,  which  was  for 
hours,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  enemy  (to  the 
best  of  my  recollection|,  except  from  the  isolated 
work  called  the  Monna  fort 

On  the  twenty-fifth  instant  the  range  was 
shorter  and  the  firing  of  the  fleet  more  accurate 
thao  on  the  preceding  day.  It  is  my  belief  that 
not  a  shot  or  shell  was  nred  by  the  advanced 
line  of  ships  that  did  not  either  penetrate  the 
earthworks  of  the  enemy  or  explode  within 
them.  The  crew  of  this  ship  were  perfectly 
cool,  and  fired  with  deliberation  and  apparent 
Bevere  effect  upon  the  enemy,  delivering  on  the 
first  day  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (1,569) 
projectiles.  Near  the  close  of  the  second  day's 
action  we  perceived  the  near  approach  of  the 
advanced  skirmishers  of  our  army  force,  which 
had  landed  late  in  the  day,  when  our  fire  ceased 
for  nearly  thirty  (30)  minutes,  and  was  only  re- 
Bumed  after  we  had  been  hulled  several  times 
bj  a  vicious  gun  which  appeared  to  be  fired 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Fort  Fisher.  We 
then  reopened  heavily,  but  more  to  the  left  than 
we  had  previously  fired,  to  avoid  annoying  our 
own  troops,  who  were  seen  approaching  the 
fort  The  effect  of  this  last  heavy  fire  was  appa- 
rently severe  upon  the  casemated  works  to  the 
BOQthwaxd  and  westward  of  Fort  Fisher.  At 
this  time  a  succession  of  explosions  was  heard 
in  the  rear  of  these  casemates,  followed  by  the 
blaze  of  a  large  building,  which  continued  to 
bom  during  the  greater  part  of  Christmas 
night 

Hy**  impression  with  regard  to  the  defensi- 
biUfy  of  the  post  (battered  as  it  was)  against  a 
combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy"  is,  that 
it  could  have  been  carried  oy  assault  on  either 
of  the  evenings  of  the  twenty-fourth  or  twenty- 
fifth  instant 

I  do  not  suppose  that  it  was  deemed  possible 
entirely  to  demolish  a  casemated  earthwork  like 
fon  Fisher,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  everything 
was  done  that  could  be  done  on  the  part  of  the 
navy  to  render  it  untenable,  the  ene\ny  having 
been  again  and  again  driven  from  their  guns 
(some  of  which,  it  appears,  were  dismounted  by 
onr  fire),  and  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
sand-holes. 

The  shoalness  of  the  water  for  a  mile  seaward 
of  the  forts  constituted  their  only  safety  against 
total  destruction,  or,  at  least,  the  dismounting  of 
ereiy  gun,  such  was  the  heavy  and  concentrated 


fire  of  those  two  days'  bombardment  This  ship 
planted  two  hundred  and  thirty  (230)  ^ot  in 
the  rebel  works  on  the  twenty-fifth,  and  ex- 
ploded nine  hundred  and  ninety-six  (996)  sheUa 
within  them  on  that  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  E.  Thatcher, 
Gbmmodore,  GominaDdtaig  Ist  Division,  N.  A.  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oommaodi&g  N.  A.  Sqaadron,  BMOfort,  K.  GL 

BEPOBT  OF  OOMMODORE  8CHEN0K. 

UnnD  SKins  Sisambr  Powhitis,         \ 
On  Bbaufobt,  N.  C,  Janoary  1,  IMS.  j 

Admiral— Tour  General  Order,  No.  75  did 
not  reach  me  until  this  morning,  owing  to  its 
being  sent  on  board  the  Colorado.  In  reply 
to  that  part  of  it  requiring  me  to  make  a 
report  of  the  part  I  took  in  the  actions  of  the 
twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  ultimo,  I  have  to 
state  that'  at  twenty  minutes  past  one  p.  m.  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  I  took  my  position  in  the 
line,  as  directed  by  you,  with  a  kedge  upon  my 
port  quarter  acting  as  a  spring,  letting  go  my 
port  anchor  with  twenty-five  (25)  fathoms  of 
chain,  which  brought  my  starboard  broadside 
to  bear  upon  the  forts.  I  immediately  opened 
a  vigorous  fire  upon  the  batteries,  paying  espe- 
cial attention  to  Fort  Fisher  with  my  eleven- 
inch  gun,  and  to  the  Mound  with  my  two  (2) 
one-hundred-pounder  Parrotts,  and  with  my 
nine-inch  guns  to  the  batteries  more  imme- 
diately abreast  of  us.  It  is  reported  and  believed 
on  board  this  ship  that  one  of  the  shells  from 
our  eleven-inch,  which  exploded  in  Fort  Fisher, 
set  fire  to  it  At  2:45  p.  m.,  finding  that  some 
of  my  nine-inch  sheU  fell  short,  and  that  the 
Brooklyn,  being  under  way,  occasionally  inter- 
fered with  my  line  of  sight,  I  got  under  way, 
continuing  the  action,  and  stood  into  four  and 
a  half  (4>^)  fathoms  water,  from  which  position 
every  shot  told  with  great  effect.  From  this 
time  the  action  was  continued  under  way.  At 
3:10  p.  M.  the  end  of  our  spanker  gaff  was  shot 
away,  and  our  flag  came  down  with  it ;  hoisted 
it  immediately  at  the  mizzen.  About  the  same 
time  the  rebel  flag  on  Fort  Fisher  was  shot 
away,  and  was  not  raised  again  during  the 
action.  At  3:45  p.  m.  the  flag-staff  on  the  Mound 
was  shot  away,  which  shot  is  claimed  by  our 
pivot  rifle.  At  5:20  p.  m.  the  si^i^nal  was  made 
to  discontinue  the  action.  Hauled  off,  having 
sustained  no  loss  of  life  or  injury  to  the  ship. 

During  this  day's  action  we  fired  two  hundred 
and  thirty-six  (236)  nine-inch  shell,  fifty-four 
(54)  eleven-inch  shell,  and  eighty-two  (82)  one 
hundred-pounder  rifle  shelL  Not  a  shell  was 
wasted  from  the  eleven-inch  and  rifles,  and  only 
a  few  in  the  early  part  of  the  action  from  the 
nine-mch  ^ns.  The  starboard  battery  only 
Was  used  m  action,  viz.:  eight  (8)  nine-inch 
gims,  two  (2)  one-hundred-pouoder  Parrott 
rifles,  and  one  (I)  eleven-inch  pivot  gun. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  I  took  my  position  as  be- 
fore, although  nearer  the  batteries  and  further 
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in.  The  batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
Mound  being  abreast  of  us,  my  position  was  an 
admirable  one  for  engaging  these  batteries,  and 
my  nine-inch  guns  were  principally  employed 
in  doing  this,  as  it  was  only  by  ^ese  we  were 
annoyed,  with  an  .occasional  shot  from  the 
Mound.  Diuing  this  day  not  a  shot  fell  short, 
which  accounts  for  my  increased  expenditure  of 
nine-inch  shell.  At  2:10  p.  m.  we  opened  fire, 
which  was  repb'ed  to  by  the  battenes  abreast 
of  us  more  vigorously  than  the  day  before.  I 
am  not  aware  of  having  received  a  single  shot 
from  Fort  Fisher  this  day.  At  3:30  p.  m.  a  port 
main  shroud  was  shot  away;  soon  after  we 
were  struck  three  (3)  times  in  pretty  rapid  suc- 
cession. One  (1)  shot  struck  us  under  number 
three  port,  three  (3)  feet  above  the  water-line, 
passing  through  into  a  store-room,  and  deposit- 
ing itself  in  a  mattress ;  it  is  a  solid  eight-inch 
shot  Two  (2)  shot  stnick  under  number  two 
port,  twenty  (20)  inches  below  the  water  line, 
one  (I)  remaining  in  the  side  and  the  other 
going  through  and  lodging  in  a  beam  on  the 
orlop  deck,  causing  the  ship  to  leak  badly.    A 

§  lancing  shot  struck  the  stem  of  the  ship,  but 
id  no  material  injury,  and  some  of  our  running 
rigging  shot  away.  At  4:10  p.  m.,  having  ex- 
pended all  the  ammunition  for  eleven-inch  and 
rifles,  and  nearly  all  for  my  nine-inch  guns,  made 
signal,  "  Ammunition  I  am  short  of,"  which  was 
replied  to  **  8ave  some,"  and  immediately  after, 
"  Discontinue  the  action,"  when  I  weighed  my 
anchor,  lifted  mv  kedge,  and  hauled  out  of  line. 

During  this  day's  action  we  fired  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  (494)  nine-inch  shell,  fifty- 
two  (52)  eleven-inch  shell,  and  seventy-two  (72) 
rifle  shell. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  every 
officer  and  man  on  board  this  ship,  under  my 
command,  did  his  duty  nobly,  and  I  have  yet  to 
hear  of  anjr  complaint,  either  of  officer  or  man^ 
except  as  to  the  failure  to  take  advantage  of  our 
two  (2)  days'  work.  With  regard  to  tiie  **  dam- 
age apparently  done  to  the  works,"  I  must  con- 
fess that  I  was  paying  more  attention  to  tiie 
proper  management  of  my  own  battery  than  the 
eeneral  effect;  but  it  appears  to  me  utterlv 
impossible  that  any  works  could  withstand  such 
a  fire  and  not  be  terribly  damaged ;  and  I  am 
also  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  by  a 
prompt  and  vigorous  assault  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  either  day.  Fort  Fisher  mieht  have  been 
taken  by  a  comparatively  small  toree,  say  one 
thouHand  (1,000|  resolute  men.  Fort  Fisher  was 
silenced;  the  Mound  firing  feebly;  the  only 
active  firing  from  the  enemy  that  I  witnessed 
was  from  the  two  (2)  or  three  (3)  guns  that 
annoyed  me,  and  as  long  as  my  ammunition  per- 
mitted me  to  fire  rapidly  I  could  keep  tnem 
pretty  quiet 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant. 

Jambs  Findlat  Sohbnoe, 
ODmmodore,  Comnumdlog  U.  &  Steamer  PowbaUn,  8d. 
Dlyision  N.  A.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  N.  A.  Squadron. ' 


BEPORT  OF  COMMODORE  &  W.  GODOK. 


Vvrrm  Statbb  Fmun  Scsqtcbaiqu.    ) 
BoemberSft.lsk) 


Opt  Fort  Fmbk,  N.  C,  December  i 


Snt— I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  on  the  movements  of  this  ship  daring  tbd 
engagement  of  the  twen^4burth  and  twentv> 
fiftn  of  December,  with  Fort  Fisher  and  bat- 
teries: 

At  about  meridian  of  the  twenty-fourth  instant, 
in  obedience  to  general  signal,  I  fell  into  line  of 
battle,  and  in  regular  order  drew  into  my  sta- 
tion, as  per  plan  of  attack,  opening  fire  from  nj 
starboard  battery  of  eight  (8)  nine-inch  gmib, 
and  two  (2)  one-hundred-and-fifty-pounden,  it 
two  o'clock.  I  did  not,  however,  get  fairly 
placed  with  anchors  down  until  three  o'clock, 
when  I  continued  a  smart  fire  imtil  ordered  out 
of  action  at  5:30  p.  m.  The  firing  from  Fort 
Fisher  was  not  sustained,  and  was  often  silenced 
for  a  considerable  time.  The  distamoe.  howerer, 
seemed  too  great,  although  the  practice  vu 
good,  and  kept  the  fire  of  the  enemy  down. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  I  did  not  get  into  positioQ 
until  twenty  minutes  past  two  p.  ic,  when  I  tried 
my  rifle  range  at  about  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred yards,  and  anchored  within  half  a  ship's 
length  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Colorado,  as 
directed  by  verbal  orders,  and  opened  with  the 
nine-inch  guns  most  effectively,  using  but  one 
division  at  a  time.  The  enemy's  fire,  as  on  the 
day  before,  was  feeble  and  not  sustained,  and 
was  several  times  silenced  for  half  an  boar. 
Held  my  position  until  ordered  to  withdraw  at 
fifty-five  minutes  past  four,  but  afterward 
steamed  up  to  Minnesota's  stem  and  remained 
there,  with  a  slight  renewal  of  my  fire,  until 
ordered  to  retire  from  action  and  reserve  am- 
munition, then  growing  short,  for  the  assault 

Although  fairly  exposed,  received  but  few 
hits,  and  no  damage  of  the  slightest  conse- 
quence. The  enemy's  practice  was  bad  on 
both  days,  owing,  I  presume,  to  the  steady  and 
well-directed  fire  of  the  large  ships  and  iron- 
clads. 

From  my  position  on  the  wheel-house,  over* 
looking  my  entire  battery,  I  had  every  officer 
and  man  under  my  observation,  and  I  have  sin- 
cere pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  fine  bearing, 
zeal,  and  gallantry  of  the  division  officers,  via.: 
Lieutenant  Bartlett  and  Acting  Ensign  Rhoades 
of  the  first  division;  Lieutenant  Brown,  com- 
manding second  division ;  Acting  Ensign  Lay- 
cook,  commanding  third  division ;  Acting  Blas- 
ter Porter,  commanding  fourth  division,  and 
First  Lieutenant  WilliMn  Wallace,  who,  with 
his  fine  company  of  marines,  handled  most  ef- 
fectively two  extra  nine-inch  ^uns.  Lieutenant 
Commander  filake, my  Executive  Officer,  is alll 
can  desire  in  battle— -cool  and  ooUected,  caha 
and  intelligent    He  is  m^  right-hand  man. 

I  also  beg  to  call  special  attention  to  Ensign 
Preble,  the  Master  of  this  ship,  who,  whether 
under  fire  or  any  other  circumatances,  has 
proved  himself  without  a  sux>erior  in  inteUi- 
genoe  or  ability  on  board  the  vesseL 

My  aid,  Master's  Mate  Cooper,  was  prompt  is 
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answering  signals,  and  in  his  spare  moments 
used  the  twelve-pounder  howitzer  on  the  hiuri- 
cane-deck  with  effect 

Thaiiks  to  the  oflBcers  of  the  powder  division, 
Acting  Ensign  Bornham,  Qunner  Waugh,  and 
Sdlm^er  fiolbrook,  the  ammunition  was 
promptly  suppUed  throughout  the  engti^ement. 

The  engines,  under  the  control  of  Chief-Engi- 
neer Joh^n  and  his  able  assistants,  were  at  all 
times  ready  for  duty. 

Boatswain  21  Whitmarsh  and  Carpenter  J.  R 
Miller,  stationed  in  the  master's  division,  not 
only  performed  their  own  duties  with  inteUi- 
gence,  but  gave  valuable  aid  whenever  they 
conld. 

The  subordinate  officers  of  the  divisions,  the 
captains  of  the  guns  and  their  spirited  crews, 
have  my  Uuuiks  lor  their  labors  those  two  days. 

In  short,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
in  action  this  ship  will  always  be  found  efficient 
wherever  she  may  be  placed. 

If  no  more  satisfactory  results  were  obtained 
by  the  fleet  from  the  operations  ot  the  twenty- 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth,  we  must  look  to  the 
anny  for  the  cause.  The  navy  seems  to  have 
Bus^ined  itself. 

I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  injuries  to 
the  hull  and  rigging,  as  cdso  Gunner's  report  of 
expenditure  of  ammunition. 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  in 
&is  division  wiU  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 

I  am,  sir,  very  i^spectfiiUy,  your  obedient 
leryant,  8.  W.  Godon, 

Oommodore,  Oontmandiiiff  Sfuqaehanna  and 
FV>arth  I>hrl8fcm  North  AUanUo  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 
Commanding  North  AUantio  Squadron. 

BBPORT  OF  OOIC.  WHIIAM  RADFORD. 


UmnD  Seats  Sisamib  Nkw  Inoiranni, 
Anebored  at  saa,  Beanfort  bearing  N.  N.W.. 


Distant  aboat  flvo  miles,  December  81, 1864.) 
Sm— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  orders,  I  took  position  under  the 
pns  of  Fort  Fisher,  from  thirteen  to  fifteen 
nnndred  yards  distant,  or  as  near  as  the  depth 
of  water  would  permit  the  monitors  C^nonicus, 
Monadnockf  and  Mahopac  foUowine  the  new 
Ironsides  in.  As  soon  as  I  anchored  I  opened 
I&7  starboard  battery,  and  continued  a  well- 
directed  fire  for  some  five  (5|  hours.  Night 
coming  on,  I  hauled  ofi*,  in  obeaience  to  orders. 
On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  the  iron-clad 
diyision  again  led  in  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Fisher  and  took  the  position  we  occupied  the 
diy  previous.  The  Saugus,  having  arrived  the 
n%ht  previous,  took  her  station,  and  this  divi- 
don,  in  connection  with  the  others,  drove  the 
men  from  the  guns  in  the  fort,  they  only  firing 
one  or  two  guns,  and  those  at  long  intervals. 
All  the  monitors  were  handled  and  fought  well. 
Liesteoant  Commander  fielknap  took  the  in- 
thore  berth,  and  is  reported  to  have  dismounted 
one  Gt  more  guns  in  the  fort. 

Judging  from  the  immense  number  of  shells 
which  struck  the  fort,  it  must  have  been  con- 


siderably injured.  Several  guns  were  reported 
to  have  been  dismounted,  two  explosions  took 
place,  and  three  tires. 

The  face  of  the  fort  was  very  much  ploughed 
up  by  the  shells  from  the  fleet.  If  the  fort  was 
uninjured  (as  a  defensive  work)  no  artillery 
known  to  modem  warfare  can  do  it  My  im- 
pression is,  that  any  considerable  number  of 
troops  could  have  stormed  and  taken  the  fort 
immediately  after  the  second  day's  bombard- 
ment, with  but  little  loss. 

All  the  officers  and  men  belonnng  to  the  New 
Ironsides  served  their  guns  and  country  well ; 
and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Pliythian,  the  Executive  Officer,  for  his 
energy  and  ability  in  getting  the  crew  and  ship 
in  such  good  fighting  order. 

Very  respecuully,  your  obedient  servant, 
William  Radford. 
Oommodore,  Oommanding  Iron-dad  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobter, 

Commanding  N.  A.  Sqoadon,  Flag-Ship  Malrem, 

BEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WnilAM  R.  TATLOR. 

Uinia>  8ri3K  Skop  JtnvuxA,         1 
Orv  BaAiTPOHX,  N.  C^  December  30, 1864.  j 

Sm — ^Ihave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  General  Order,  No.  75,  and 
I  rise  from  my  sick-bed  to  give  it  an  instant 
reply. 

The  part  that  this  ship  took  in  the  actions  of 
the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  instant  was 
as  follows :  On  each  day  she  took  the  position 
assigned  to  her  in  your  plan  of  battle,  and  kept 
up  a  constant  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher  from  the 
moment  of  anchoring  until  ordered  to  withdraw. 
On  the  twenty-fourth,  after  having  been  engaged 
about  an  hour,  she  moved  from  her  first  anchor- 
age, in  company  of  several  other  ships,  by  your 
order,  to  a  position  nearer  to  the  fort,  thus  ren- 
dering her  nre  more  effective.  During  the  two 
days  she  fired  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  (681) 
shells,  all  but  seventeen  (17)  of  which  were  de- 
livered by  seven  (7)  guns.  After  obtaining  the 
range^  the  firing  appeared  to  me  like  target- 
practice. 

The  falling  of  the  sheDs  of  the  fleet  was  so 
incessant  that  the  enemy  was  frequently  unable 
to  return  our  fire  for  long  intervals.  Several 
conflagrations  occurred  in  the  fort,  and  I  saw 
one  explosion.  It  was  my  impression  that  we 
l)ad  done  much  injury  to  the  works,  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  conceive  that  such  a  weight  of 
fire,  so  long  continued,  and  falling  so  accurately, 
could  have  left  them  ^  substantially  uninjured." 

I  was  very  much  surprised  and  disappointed 
on  learning  that  the  troops  had  re-embarked.  I 
saw  no  attack  by  them  which  looked  like  an 
earnest  one,  and,  for  a  time,  I  entertained  a  hope 
that  the  fort  had  proved  an  easy  capture,  from 
the  feebleness  of  the  musketry  firing,  so  long  as 
we  remained  within  sight  and  hearing  of  it. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  Wm.  Rogbbs  Tatlor, 

Captain  United  Stotea  Narj. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

U.  a  Narj,  Com'dg  N.  A  Squadron,  Beanfort,  N.  0. 


606 


BEBELUON   BEOOBD,    1862-65. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  D.  B,  RIDQELY, 

UXTTED  STATM  SRAXKB  SHKrAKIKUH,  \ 

On  Bkautort  N.  C,  Docember  81,  IWL  ) 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  the  Shenandoah  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  batteries  at  New  Inlet  on  the 
twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  instant 

The  Shenandoah  was  signalled,  when  in  line 
of  battle,  to  come  within  hail  of  the  Admiral,  and 
was  ordered  by  him  to  take  a  position  near  the 
Ironsides  and  open  on  the  batteries  of  Fort 
Fisher.  The  position  was  immediately  taken, 
and  this  ship  commenced  firing  at  Fort  Fisher 
with  two  rifles  and  two  eleven-inch  g^ns,  the 
shells  falling  inside  of  Fort  Fisher,  apparently 
with  good  effect 

At  two  p.  M.  a  large  fire  broke  out  within  the 
fort  At  ten  minutes  past  three  the  flag  of  the 
fort  was  shot  away  bv  the  fleet  At  3:50 
p.  M.  was  ordered  by  tne  Admiral  to  eo  clos- 
er in.  We  steamed  in  and  anchored,  head 
and  stem,  close  to  the  Ironsides  and  Monad- 
nock.  We  fired  from  the  new  position  with  de- 
liberation and  good  effect  At  ten  minutes  past 
five  p.  M.  signal  was  made  to  retire  from  action, 
when  this  ship  withdrew. 

The  fire  from  Fort  Fisher  daring  the  bom- 
bardment this  day  was  veiy  slack  and  feeble.  A 
few  shots  fell  near  the  monitors  and  a  few  went 
over  us. 

The  conflagration  in  the  fort  seemed  to  be  of 
considerable  extent,  and  continued  until  after 
nightfall.  The  shells  of  the  fleet  were  explod- 
ing on  the  parapet  and  inside  of  the  fort  so  rapidly 
that  it  was  difficult  to  make  out  what  guns  they 
were  using.  One  shot  carried  away  our  stem 
ladder  during  the  bombardment  of  this  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  instant  got 
under  way  with  Qie  fleet  in  line  of  battle.  At 
two  p.  M.  the  Admiral  signaUed  to  the  Shenan- 
doah to  await  further  orders.  Twenty  minutes 
afterward  we  were  ordered  to  take  position 
ahead  of  the  Juniata.  We  anchored!^  a  ship's 
length  ahead  of  the  Juniata,  and  three  ship's 
lengths  outside  of  a  wreck  on  the  bar,  and 
opened  deliberate  deliberately  on  a  water 
battery,  to  the  west  of  Fort  Fisher,  of  four 
gnns.  We  succeeded  in  silencing  three  of  the 
guns,  which  were  not  used  again  during  the  en- 
gagement 

To  the  westward  of  this  battery  was  another, 
of  two  guns,  that  seemed  to  be  casemated. 
They  fired  very  slowly,  but  in  good  line.  The 
shells  from  one  of  them  fell  a  few  yards  short 
of  us,  and  the  others  just  over  us. 

The  firing  from  the  guns  on  the  Mound  was 
very  slow,  and  with  so  much  elevation  that  thev 
went  over  the  fleet  We  succeeded  in  explod- 
ing a  one-hundred-and-fifty-pounder  rifle-shell 
near  the  top  of  tlie  Mound. 

At  thirty,  five  minutes  past  four  p.  m.  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw  and  stand  outside  of  the  Min- 
nesota. At  forty-five  minutes  past  five  p.  m,  a 
large  fire  broke  out  just  in  the  rear  of  the  bat- 
teries, which  continued  untU  after  night    Be- 


tween Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  batteries  ve 
could  discern  two  guns  dimLOunted  by  the  fire 
of  the  fleet  After  the  second  day's  bombird- 
nient  I  could  see  nothing  more  for  the  navj  to 
do  than  to  await  the  assault  by  the  land  fofoea, 
which  did  not  take  place  as  I  expected. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  speak  d 
the  cool  bearing  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Nichok, 
the  Executive  Officer,  and  other  officers,  and  the 
crew  of  this  ship,  during  the  two  days'  bom- 
bardment I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  ammunition  on  the  twenty-foortli 
and  twenty-fifth  instant 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c^ 

Daniel  B.  Rhkiklt, 
OtpUln,  United  BUSMJIR7' 
Rear-Adhiiral  David  D.  Portbb, 

Onmmwrilng  NorUi  Attaatic  SftiMulroii. 

KBPOKt  OF  CAPTAIN  JAMES  ALDST. 

TJmn  Staxb  SmucBR  BMOKLnr,  orr  BBACTOBr.  K.  CI 
Deoember  90, 18M     j* 

SiR^-I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  General  Order,  No.  75,  which  not  only 
calls  upon  commanding  officers  to  give  yoa  s 
report  of  the  part  they  took  in  the  action  of  the 
twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  instant,  but  alio 
their  impressions  as  to  the  damage  done  to  tiie 
enemy*s  works,  the  effect  of  our  firing,  and  the 
defensibility  of  the  fort  after  we  had  finished 
the  bombardment 

On  the  first  day,  the  twenty-fourth,  Uus  ship 
was  in  line  of  attack,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher  at  ten  minutes  to  one  p.  m.,  being  then 
within  good  **  ten-second"  range.  The  tire  wis 
kept  up,  with  occasional  intermissions  for  the 
men  to  rest,  till  fifteen  minutes  past  five  {ware 
than  four  hours),  when  darkness  intervened,  and 
the  signal  was  made  to  retire.  The  enemy*s  fire, 
during  the  whole  of  that  time,  was  much  less  than 
that  of  one  of  our  large  ships ;  an  occasional 
shot  was  fired  from  Fort  Fisher ;  a  very  ferfila 
and  desultory  reply  to  our  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
forts  between  the  main  work  and  the  Monad 
battery,  which  latter  was  heard  from  but  five  or 
six  times  during  the  whole  afrernoon. 

In  a  word,  I  am  satisfied,  from  past  experieDce» 
that  if  this  ship,  or  any  one  of  tlie  larger  ones, 
could  have  gotten  near  enough,  say  within  two 
or  three  hundred  yards,  me  would  not  only 
have  silenced  their  batteries  fnQy  and  entirdy, 
but  would  have  driven  every  rebel  from  the 
point 

On  the  second  day,  the  twenty-fifth,  this  atop 
was  sent  to  silence  some  of  the  enemy's  earth- 
works, which  were  contiguous  to  the  place  fixed 
upon  for  the  disembarlung  of  the  troops,  to 
shell  the  woods,  and  to  cover  their  landing.  The 
first  troops  landed  at  about  two  p.  m.  :  sent  all 
our  boats  to  assist  At  four  o'clock,  just  two 
hoiurs  after  the  landing  commenced,  the  General 
commanding  came  alongmde  the  ship  and  said, 
"It  has  become  neoessary  to  reemhark  the 
troops;  will  you  send  your  boats  to  assist T 
You  can  judge  of  my  surprise  at  the  turuaffiun 
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had  taken,  for  at  that  moment  ever3rthing  seem- 
ed propitious.  Tbe  bombardment  was  at  its 
height,  little  or  no  sort  on  the  beach,  and  no  se- 
rions  indications  of  bad  weather.  StiU,  the 
order  for  retiring  had  gone  forth,  and  our  boats 
were  employed  till  very  late  (the  launch  not  re- 
toming  till  next  morning),  in  redmbarking  the 
troops,  the  surf  not  interfering  seriously  with 
q>eraitions  till  near  midnight,  when  it  became 
impossible  to  land  with  any  safety.  Much  dis- 
satidiaction,  I  am  told,  was  shown  by  the  sol- 
diers and  their  officers  when  they  were  informed 
Hat  they  were  to  reembark,  and  it^was  with 
Bome  difficulty  that  they  could  be  made  to  get 
into  tiie  boats.  They  were  loud  in  their  de- 
nunciations of  the  order  turning  them  back, 
Bajing  that  they  had  ^one  there  to  take  the 
fort,  and  they  were  going  to  do  it  before  they 
left,  &C.,  &c. 

The  next  day,  the  twenty-sixth,  the  surf  was 
too  high  for  sale  transit  from  the  shore,  and  this 
vessel  was  employed  in  making  a  reconnois- 
fiance  of  the  enemy's  works.  Nothing  new, 
however,  was  discovered,  and,  after  exchanging 
a  few  shots  with  Fort  Fisher,  we  returned  to 
the  anchorage  for  the  night  The  following 
day  aD  oar  boats  were  sent,  and,  after  some  diE 
ficolty,  the  remaining  troops  were  safely  em- 
barked. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  above  to  g^ve  you 
my  ideas  of  tbe  effect  of  our  fire  on  the  enemy's 
works,  which  was  to  almost  silence  them.  In 
regard  to  the  damage  done,  it  is,  under  the  cir- 
cmnstances.  Impossible  for  any  one  to  tell  with- 
ont  a  closer  inspection,  for,  as  you  remember  at 
Forts  Jackson  and  SL  Philip,  everything  on  the 
outside  seemed  in  statu  quo,  hardly  any  trace  of 
injury  was  apx>arent,  but  on  entering  and  look- 
v^  around,  the  terrible  effect  of  the  bombard- 
ment was  manifest  at  every  turn.  So,  too,  at 
Fort  Morgan,  little  or  no  injury  could  be  dis- 
covered from  without,  but  upon  close  examina- 
tion, it  was  found  that  almost  every  gun  on  its 
carnage  was  seriously  damaged,  if  iK)t  entirely 
destroyed. 

Now,  as  to  the  **  defensibili^"  of  the  fort 
The  rebels,  I  am  satisfied,  considered,  from  the 
moment  that  our  troops  obtained  a  footing  on  the 
ihore,  the  work  (battered  as  it  was),  was  un- 
tenable, and  were  merely  waiting  for  some  one  to 
come  and  take  it 

The  General  commanding  furnishes  us  with 
proof  of  that  &ct,  I  think.  In  his  letter  to  you, 
informing  you  of  his  determination  to  withdraw, 
a  copy  of  which  you  sent  me^  he  says  that 
"three  or  four  men  ventured  upon  the  parapet 
and  through  the  sallyport  of  the  work,  captur- 
ing a  horse,  which  they  brought  off;  ♦  ♦  * 
and  also  brought  away  from  me  parapet  the  flag 
of  the  fort**  This  was  aD  done  in  open  day  and* 
without  resistance,  if,  indeed,  there  was  any- 
body there  who  was  disposed  to  question  their 
right  to  such  trophies.  From  ^at  and  other 
current  testimony,  I  am  satisfied  that  if  our 
troops  bad  not  been  stopped  in  their  triumphant 
march  toward  Fort  .Fisher,  they  would  have 


been  in  it  before  dark,  and  in  quiet  possession 
without  firing  a  shot 

With  great  respect,   I   am   your  obedient, 
servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobter, 

Oommaadlug  North  Atlantic  Sqoadron. 

BEPOBT  OF  OOM.  J.  a  HOWELL. 

Ubbs)  Scatb  Sniifm  Nkbkos,  \ 

BiADFOBT,  N.  C,  January  3, 1806./ 

APMTitAL — This  vessel  having  been  ordered 
to  support  the  ironclads  during  tbe  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, I  stood  in  to  three  fhthoms  water,  and  at 
11:8  A.  M.  opened  fire ;  at  12:40  p.  m.  was  ordered 
to  shell  the  woods ;  at  1:12  p.  m.  ordered  to  as- 
sist in  landing  troops  ;  at  2:15  p.  m.  Flag-pond 
battery,  at  which  this  vessel  and  two  or  three 
small  eunboats  had  been  firing  occasionally, 
surrendered  to  the  navy.  There  was  no  gun  m 
the  battery.  Some  sixty-five  or  seventy  pris- 
oners were  taken.  At  9:46  one  of  the  Nereus' 
boats  returned,  the  officer  stating  that  he  had 
been  employed  embarking  troops. 

December  twenty-sixth,  heavy  sea  on.  But 
one  boat,  and  that  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  E. 
L.  Haines,  of  this  vessel,  got  off  during  the  day. 
Engaged  shelling  woods  during  the  day  and 
night 

December  twenty-seventh,  boats  and  men  em- 
ployed in  embarking  troops;  shelling  woods. 
At  about  twelve  m.  Greneral  Curtis  and  two  of- 
ficers visited  the  ship.  General  Curtis  desired 
to  express  his  acknowledgments  to  Acting 
Master  K  L.  Haines  and  Ensign  6.  M.  Smith, 
and  the  boats*  crews  of  the  Nereas,  for  courage 
and  perseverance  in  getting  off  his  command. 
He  informed  me  that  if  he  bad  not  been  ordered. 
back,  and  had  been  supported  by  the  troops  on 
shore,  he  could,  in  his  opinion,  have  carried 
Fort  Fisher.  From  all  the  information  I  have 
been  able  to  gain  on  the  subject,  I  think  he  was 
correct  in  his  views. 

There  was  no  exception  to  flie  excellent  con- 
duct of  officers  and  men.  I  am  indebted  to 
Lieutenant  H.  E.  Mullan  for  intelligent  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Oommanden 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Oommanding-N.  A.  Squadron,  Beaofort,  N.  0. 

REPORT  OF  OOM.  DANIEL  AUMEN. 

(Jhtsd  9tATm  SlBAiraR  If OaRAH,  \ 

Opt  BiAUfOB^  N.  a ,  December  31, 1804.     / 

Ai>3fiRAL — ^I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  General  Order,  No.  75, 
directing  commanding  officers  to  make  their  re- 
port in  relation  to  our  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and 
the  adjacent  earthworks,  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
communication  to  you  from  Major-General  Ben- 
jamin F.  fiuder,  and  in  regard  to  some  points 

•  touched  upon  you  request  an  opinion. 

I     At  about  half-past  eleven  a.  m.,  of  the  twenty* 
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fourth  the  fleet  got  under  way  and  stood  in,  in 
line  of  battle  toward  Fort  Fisher,  bearing  about 
west  sontb-west,  and  some  six  or  seven  miles 
distant  The  Mohican  was  kept  closely  in  posi- 
tion assigned,  following  the  leading  vessel,  the 
fri^te  Minnesota,  and  followed  by  the  frigate 
Colorado,  and  she  snccessively  by  the  other  ves- 
sels forming  the  main  line. 

At  about  one  p.  m.,  the  Minnesota  sheered  in 
out  of  line  and  took  up  her  position  at  anchor, 
opening  at  once  on  Fort  Fisner,  some  twenty- 
one  hundred  yards  distant  As  per  plan  of  bat- 
tle, the  Mohican  sheered  in  ahead  of  her,  fired 
slowly  on  the  fort  to  get  a  range  and  anchored, 
then  opened  brisklv  with  the  whole  battery. 
The  fort  had  opened  on  the  Minnesota  and  on 
the  Mohican  previous  to  our  anchoring.  The 
Colorado  sheered  in  ahead  of  us,  letUng  go 
kedge  astern,  and  then  anchored  and  opened 
fiercely  on  the  fort  The  vessels  forming  the 
lino  then  successively,  with  more  or  less  suc- 
cess, took  up  their  positions  and  opened. 

The  ironclads,  lea  by  the  New  Ironsides,  had 
anchored  a  few  minutes  preceding  the  Minne- 
sota, some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  and  were  slowly  get- 
ting their  range  when  we  anchored,  and  the 
outer  line  of  vessels  moved  into  position  after 
the  main  line  had  anchored  and  opened  on  the 
Mound  and  several  detached  casemated  guns. 

The  fire  from  the  fort  became  weak  as  the 
vessels  anchored  and  opened  fire.  It  was  soon 
apparent  that  they  comd  not  work  their  bar- 
bette guns  without  great  loss  of  life,  and  the 
guns'  crews,  no  doubt,  retreated  under  shelter, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  where  high  traverses  and 
fSavorable  angles  gave  them  great  protection. 

Different  casemated  guns,  particularly  those 
mounted  in  detached  mounds  and  toward  the 
Mound,  continued  to  fire  slowly  and  evidently 
with  not  much  effect,  nor  would  Uie  position  of 
the  guns  served  favor  an  effective  fire.  The 
whole  body  of  Fort  Fisher  was  filled  with 
bursting  shells,  and  only  at  long  intervals,  if  at 
all,  was  a  gun  fired  from  the  main  work.  In 
the  meantime,  owing  to  the  wind  and  the  set  of 
the  tide,  I  found  that  the  use  of  the  propeller 
and  the  helm  would  no  longer  enable  me  to 
bring  the  broadside  to  bear,  and  was  obliged  to 
weieh  anchor  and  manoeuvre  under  steam, 
holding  our  position  as  nearly  as  possible,  and 
avoiding  interfering  with  the  firing  of  the  otiier 
vessels. 

After  exhausting  all  the  filled  nine-inch  shells 
on  board  ready  for  use,  the  Mohican  was  with- 
drawn from  the  line  at  about  ten  minutes  past 
four  p.  M.,  making  signal  to  vou  of  the  cause, 
and  we  commenced  filling  shells  widiout  delay. 
After  sunset  the  fleet  wi&drew,  and  the  Mohi- 
can ran  into  line  and  anchored. 

At  about  nine  a.  m.  of  the  twenty-fifth,  signal 
was  made  to  get  under  way  and  form  line  of 
battle.  The  Mohican  took  hor  position,  and  the 
fleet  stood  in  to  the  attack.  When  nearly 
under  fire  we  were  directed  verbally  from  you 
''not   to  take  position  until  further  (nrders." 


The  Minnesota,  the  leading  vessel  of  flie  main 
line,  proceeded  in  and  ancnored,  got  under 
way,  and  after  various  attempts  obtained  a 
well-chosen  position,  the  main  line  awaiting 
her  movements.  The  ironclads  having  pro* 
ceeded  during  this  time,  were  in  position,  firing 
slowly  and  receiving  a  part  of  die  fire  of  Y(ai 
Fisher.  After  the  position  of  the  Minnesota 
was  satisfactory,  I  received  orders  from  yoa 
about  noon  to  ts^e  position  dose  astern  of  the 
New  Ironsides,  which  I  did  without  delay, 
firing  slowly  until  a  good  range  was  obtaiDed; 
then  opened  briskly  on  the  fort  I  was  enabled 
to  see,  throTigh  the  absence  of  smoke,  that  oar 
fire  was  very  efiective,  delivered  at  a  short  lea- 
second  range.  One  of  the  rebel  guns  was  nen 
to  be  dismounted  by  our  fire.  Half  an  boor 
^ter  we  had  anchored  the  Colorado  piMsed 
ahead  of  the  Minnesota  and  into  position, 
anchoring  and  delivering  a  very  effective  fire. 
The  whole  line  soon  took  position  and  opened 
very  heavily  and  evidently  with  great  effect, 
driving  the  rebels  from  their  guns,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  as  those  in  casemates  and  other 
places  sheltered  and  distant  The  position  of 
the  Mohican  enabled  me  to  see  weU,  as  I  was 
first  at  anchor  within  half  a  ship's  length  of  die 
New  Ironsides,  and  finding  tiiat  anchoring  im- 
peded an  effective  use  of  the  battery,  I  weidbed 
and  in  delivering  fire  drifted  one  or  two  hun- 
dred yards  nearer  the  fort 

At  "five  minutes  past  two  p.  x.  the  supplj  of 
ten-second  fuses  and  the  rifle  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  and  the  Mohican  was  withdrawn 
from  action  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more, 
speaking  the  Malvern  for  the  purpose,  and  ol^ 
taining  none.  Not  being  directed  to  go  under 
fire  again,  we  remained  spectators  near  the 
Minnesota  until  about  four  p.  m^  when  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  aid  in  debarking  troops,  and 
proceeded  to  execute,  but  instead  of  debaridng, 
aided  in  bringing  off  the  soldiers  that  had  al- 
ready reachea  the  shore. 

It  has  not  been  my  lot  to  witness  any  operar 
tions  comparable  in  force  or  in  effect  to  die 
bombutlment  of  Fort  Fisher  by  the  fleet,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  that  any  attempt  to  keep  out  of 
their  bomb-proofs  or  to  work  their  ^mis  wooki 
have  been  attended  with  great  loss  of  life  to  the 
rebels,  and  would  have  proven  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt 

On  the  first  day  we  delivered  two  hundred 
and  seventeen  (217)  nine-inch  sheila,  fifty-nine 
(59)  one  hundred-pound  rifle,  and  eighty-nine 
(89)  thirty-pound  rifle  shells.  On  tiie  second 
day  we  delivered  one  hundred  and  three  (103) 
nine-inch  shells,  twenty  (20)  one  hundred-i>ound 
rifle,  and  twenty-five  (25)  thirty-pound  rifle 
shells,  making  a  total  of  five  hondr^  and  thir- 
teen. 

Our  firing  was  effective  as  well  as  rapid,  «k1 
I  have  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
ability  and  zeal  of  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Marvin,  the 
Executive  Officer  of  this  vessel,  and  of  Acting 
Master  William  Burditt,  whose  long  and  variea 
professional  experience  prQved  nwful ;  Actiog 
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Boatswain  Josish  B.  Aiken,  owing  to  a  deficiency 
of  officers,  bad  charge  of  the  one-hundred> 
pounder  niSe  and  served  it  admirably.  I  have 
to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  excellent  be- 
havior of  the  officers  and  crew,  and  do  not  doubt 
that  when  the  occasion  arrives  when  they  should 
do  80,  they  will  stand  to  their  gans  as  long  as 
enough  men  remain  to  serve  them. 

In  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet 
OD  the  fort,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  congratu- 
lations, as  I  did  verbally  on  meeting  you  after 
the  action.  It  did  not  require  a  visit  to  the  fort 
to  see  that  enormous  traverses  were  nearly  lev- 
elled, as  at  the  south-east  angle.  The  stockade 
or  abatis  must  have  been  much  shattered,  and 
the  debris  from  the  parapets  must  have  filled  in 
the  ditch  greatly.  I  feel  satisfied  that  every- 
thing was  effected  that  can  be  bv  powerful  bat- 
teries against  a  sand  work,  and  that  we  could 
and  can  keep  the  enemy  in  their  bomb-proofs 
pending  an  advance  of  troops  to  the  foot  of  tlie 
par^>et 

Tlie  official  letter  of  General  Butler  referred 
to  states  tiiat  General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skir- 
miah  line  within  fifty  yards  of  the  fort,  while 
the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bomb-proofs  by 
the  me  of  the  navy,  and  so  closely  that  three  or 
four  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured  upon  the 
parapet  and  through  the  sallyport  of  the  work, 
18,1  think,  entirely  confirmatory  as  to  ^e  effec- 
tiveness of  our  fire.  He  adds,  **  this  was  done 
while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  fdling  about 
&e  heads  of  the  darine  men  who  entered  the 
workr  but  appears  to  forget  that  at  anv  given 
signal  from  an  assaulting  colamn  this  fire 
would  cease,  and  the  enemy  be  found  not  de- 
fending the  parapet,  but  saiely  stowed  away  in 
bomb-proofiB. 

I  do  not  know  what  more  could  be  asked  of 
naval  euns  than  to  afford  a  safe  approach  to  the 
foot  of  the  parapet,  with  no  lines  of  the  enemy 
drawn  up  to  receive  our  forces ;  beyond  that,  I 
sappose  everything  would  depend  upou  the  rel- 
ative forces  of  the  combatanto  and  the  vigor  of 
the  assault,  and  altfaough  the  work  might  not, 
in  a  milita^  sense,  be  mudi  injured,  I  would 
diink  the  likelihood  of  carrying  the  work  would 
be  greatly  increased  by  such  disposition,  witb- 
oot  loss  of  life,  of  the  respective  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Dakibl  Avmsn, 

OoQuniuidor 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D  Pobtbr, 

ComnMiiding  North  AUutle  BqoMlroiL 

RiTOST  or  OOIQUNDEB  A.  CL  BHIND. 

KOHH  AllAJmC  SQCAMHm,  U.  SL  FLao-Sbip  MlLTHOr,  \ 
On  WnjumnoR,  December  as,  1864.    J 

Anxnuii — ^I  have  the  honor-  to  make  the  fol- 
V>wmg  report  of  the  special  service  assigned 
w»  in  connection  with  your  attack  on  the  de- 
fences at  New  Inlet 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twenty- 
tiiird  instant,  the  powder-boat  was  taken  in  the 
n^^  as  near  to  inort  Fisher  as  possible,  the  dis- 
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tance  reached  being  estimated  by  all  officers 
present  at  from  ^wo  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  beach. 

Owing  to  the  night  being  perfectly  clear,  it 
became  necessary  to  anchor  her  there  to  pre- 
vent discovery  by  the  enemy  and  consequent 
frustration  of  the  plan.  Had  the  night  been  ob- 
scure, she  could  have  reached  a  point  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  nearer. 

The  vessel,  though  havings  steam,  was  towed 
in  and  piloted  by  the  WUdemess  to  a  point 
within  a  short  distance  of  her  station,  when  the 
Wilderness  hauled  off  and  remained  near  to  take 
off  the  party  from  the  powder-boat  The  ar- 
rangments  and  movements  of  the  Wilderness 
were  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson,  of 
the  Gettysburg,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  8.  Bradford, 
of  the  coast  survey,  and  Mr.  Boweif,  bar  pilot — 
the  local  knowledge  and  judgment  of  tiiese 
gentlemen  beine  of  the  greatest  service  to  me 
in  perfecting  all  the  arrangements  and  carrying 
out  the  plan  sucoessfuUy.  The  party  on  board 
the  Wilderness,  commanded  by  Actine  Ensign 
H.  Arey,  shared  with  us  whatever  of  risk  or 
danger  attended  the  enterprise. 

Our  arrangemente  being  completed,  we  started 
in  from  the  station  vessel-— the  Elansas,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Watmough — at  about  10:30 
p.  M.  At  about  11:30  the  Wilderness  cast  off 
the  powder-boat  and  anchored,  the  latter  steam- 
ing slowly  ahead  until  she  reached  a  point  E.  by 
N.  }^  N.  from  Fort  Fisher  and  within  three 
hunc&ed  vards  of  the  beach.  The  wind  was 
light  offshore,  and  it  was  expected  the  powder- 
boat  would  tend  to  the  tide  if  anchored.  The 
anchor  was  accordingly  let  go,  the  fires  hauled 
as  well  as  possible,  and  the  men  put  into  the 
boat  Lieutenant  Fteston  and  I  then  proceeded 
to  light  the  fuses  and  fires.  The  latter  were  ar- 
ranged by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Mullan. 

When  all  was  fairly  done,  we  observed  that 
the  vessel  would  not  tail  in-shore,  and  therefore 
I  let  go  another  anchor  with  short  scope.  We 
then  took  to  the  boat  and  reached  the  Wilder- 
ness in  safety  at  precisely  midnight,  slipped 
her  anchor  and  steamed  out  at  fuD  speed,  reach- 
ing in  less  than  an  hour  a  point  about  twelve 
mues  distant  from  the  powder-boat,  whei*e  we 
hove  to  and  run  our  steam  down. 

At  precisely  1:40  a.  m.  the  explosion  took 
place,  the  shock  being  hardly  felt,  and  four  dis- 
tinct reporte  hecurd.  What  result  was  occa- 
sioned near  the  vessel  we  can  onlv  estimate  bv 
the  feeble  fire  of  the  forte  next  day.  My  opi 
nion  is  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  confinement 
and  insufficient  fusing  of  the  mass,  much  of  ^e 
powder  was  blown  away  before  ignition,  and  its 
effect  lost 

The  fuses  were  set  by  the  clocks,  to  one  hour 
and  a  half,  but  the  explosion  did  not  occur  till 
twenty-two  minutes  aiter  that  time  had  elapsed, 
the  after  part  of  the  vessel  being  then  enveloped 
in  flames. 

The  following  officers  and  men  manned  the 
powder-boat : 

(Commander  A.  0.  Rhind ;  lieutenant  8.  W. 
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Preston;  Second  Assistant  Engineer  A.  T.  £. 
MuUan;  Master's  Mate  Paul  Boyden;  Prank 
Lucas,  coxswain  ;  William  Grarvin,  captein  fore- 
castle ;  Charles  J.  Bibber,  gunner's  mate ;  John 
Neil,  quarter  gunner;  Robert  Montgomery; 
captain  after-^uard;  James  Roberts,  seaman, 
Charles  Hawkins,  seaman;  Dennis  Conlon,  sea- 
man ;  James  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman ;  Wil- 
liam Hinnegan,  second-class  fireman;  (diaries 
Rice,  coal-heaver. 

The  crew  were  all  volunteers  from  my  own 
vessel,  the  Agawam. 

The  zeal,  patience,  and  endurance  of  officers 
and  men  were  unsurpassed,  and  I  believe  nd* of- 
ficer could  have  been  better  supported.  To 
Lieutenant  Lamson,  Mr  Bradford,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Wilderness,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  means  of  escaue ;  and  from  the  first 
start  from  Norfolk,  we  have  received  every  de- 
sired assistance.  The  vessel  was  towed  to  Wil- 
mington bar  by  the  Sassacus,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander J.  L.  Davis,  who  gave  us  at  all  times  a 
cordial  support  The  Tacony,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Truxtun,  sent  us  a  relief-crew  after  the 
gale.    Both  vessels  furnished  us  a  boat 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  C.  Rhdo), 

Oommander,  U.  S.  K. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbb. 

Oommandlng  North  Attantlo  Squadron. 
BEPOBT  Of  liEDTENANT-OOMMANDiZl  W,  Q,  TOGUL 

URUKD  STATSB  SrSAMBft  POMTOOSUQL  ) 

Opt  Nbw  bfUT,  December  28, 1864   J 

SiB — ^I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  attack  upon 
the  rebel  works  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
river,  from  December  twenty-fourth  to  twenty- 
seventh,  inclusively. 

At  eleven  a.  m.  of  the  twenty-fourth,  after 
some  previous  manoeuvring,  we  got  under  wav 
in  company  with  the  fleet,  and  stood  in  fwim 
everything  ready  for  action)  in  the  wake  or  the 
four  ironclads  until  Fort  Fisher  bore  south- 
west by  south,  when  we  opened  fire  at  1:06  p.  m. 
with  the  hundred-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  at  long 
range,  and  gradnaUy  closed  in  toward  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  tne  stemmost  monitor,  from 
whence  the  nine-inch  guns  became  efiective,  at 
a  range  of  about  one  thousand  five  hundred 
yards.  At  1:16  p.  m.  the  enemy  fired  their  first 
gun;  the  Ironsides  having  commenced  the 
action  at  12:50  p.  m.,  which  soon  became  gene- 
ral along  the  whole  line,  as  the  various  ships 
came  into  position.  After  having  carefully 
ascertained  our  range,  the  guns  of  this  vessel 
were  kept  constantly  and  rapidly  playine  npon 
the  enemy's  works,  until  the  fleet  nauled  on  at 
about  5:50  p.  m.  Our  firing,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  distinguished  from  that  of  other  vessels, 
seemed  to  be  accurate  and  effective,  particular 
embrasures  being  selected  for  targets,  and  shells 
being  seen  to  strike  and  explode  at  the  points 
indicated.  We  fired  during  the  action  one 
hundred  and  twenty  shells  from  the  eleven-inch 
gunsy  and  ninety  two  from  the  one-hundred- 


pounder  rifles.  At  2:35  p.  m.  this  vessel  was 
struck  just  abaft  the  starboard  paddle-box  by 
an  elongated  (probably  percussion)  shell,  from  a 
six-and-nalf-inch  rifled  gun,  which  projectile 
passed  through  the  side  of  the  ship,  woimdin^ 
a  hanging  knee,  and  barely  clearing  the  maio 
condenser  of  the  engine,  through  the  iron  balk- 
head  of  the  engine-room  and  the  starboard 
steerage  and  mess  lockers,  through  the  berth- 
deck,  cutting  a  beam  entirely  in  two,  and  into 
the  paymaster's  storeroom,  where  it  exploded 
close  to  the  bulkhead  of  the  sheU-room,  on  strik- 
ing the  skin  of  the  ship,  and  set  the  vessel  on 
fire;  the  fire  was  soon  extinguished, however ; 
not  much  damage  was  done  and  nobody  was 
hurt  Several  other  shot  struck  near  enough 
to  splash  the  water  on  deck,  and  others  passed 
over  us,  but  none  other  hit  the  vessel  The 
lower  plates  of  both  elevating  screws  (new  pat- 
tern) to  the  hundred-pounders  were  torn  loose 
from  the  rear  transom,  by  the  br^ikiog  of  their 
bolts  in  the  first  four  discharges ;  but  they  were 
lashed  securely  in  place  and  performed  vecy 
well  during  the  rest  of  the  action. 

The  gig,  launch,  and  both  cutters  were  badh 
shattered  by  the  concussion  of  the  nine-moi 
runs  fired  beneath  them,  although  they  were  six 
feet  above  the  muzzles ;  many  of  the  hundred- 
pounder  projectiles  "wabbled,**  and  some  of 
them  **  tumbled"  but  a  more  liberal  use  of  slash 
upon  them  seemed  to  correct  this  in  a  great 
measure. 

We  were  employed  during  aO  that  night  and 
until  ten  a.  m.  tne  next  day  in  filling  and  fusing 
additional  shells,  having  nearly  expended  all 
that  had  been  prepareo.  At  9:30  ▲.  m.  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  we  got  under  wav  with  the  fleet, 
and  proceeded,  in  company  with  the  lasco  and 
several  other  gunboats,  on  the  bar,  where  we 
opened  a  deliberate  fire  at  12:55  p.  m.  from  the 
one  hundred-pounder  rifles,  at  long  range,  and 
continued  the  practice  until  2:30  p.  m.,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  haul  off  and  send  the  boats  in 
to  remove  torpedoes  from  the  channeL  We 
expended  forty-six  rifle  sheUs  during  this  day's 
engagement,  many  of  which  were  plainly  dis- 
tinguished to  fall  within  the  enemy's  workfl,aod 
meantime  the  batteries  on  shore  made  some 
good  practice  at  us,  dropping  their  shots  quite 
near,  but  not  hitting  the  vesseL  The  bcMtts  re- 
turned at  four  p.  M.,  and  the  gunboats  steamed 
up  the  coast  to  where  the  oroops  had  in  the 
meanwhile  been  disembarked,  and  anchored 
for  the  night  At  nine  p.  m.  we  were  ordered 
to  send  all  boats  to  the  beach  to  assist  in  re-em- 
barking the  troops ;  but  on  starting  they  were 
found  to  leak  so  badly  as  to  be  unserviceable, 
and  returned. 

We  were  employed  all  the  next  day,  the 
twenty-sixth,  in  repairing  the  boats,  and  just 
after  sunset  ^were  sent  in  to  within  about  six 
hundred  vards  of  the  beach  (on  the  right  of  oar 
troops,  who,  owing  to  the  surf;  had  not  succeed- 
ed in  getting  on  board  their  vessels),  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  them  with  provisions,  pro- 
tectmg  them  n:om  the  enemy,  and  boating  tneni 
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off  to  their  transportB.  On  anchoring,  we  re- 
ceived two  messages  from  the  army  anthorities, 
stating  that  the  enemy  were  massing  large 
forces  on  the  right  and  front  of  onr  troops,  and 
that  a  momentary  attack  was  expected.  As  we 
had  taken  up  onr  position  after  dark,  and  had, 
therefore,  been  unable  to  get  the  bearing  and 
distance  of  onr  own  troops,  we  remained  at  the 
gmis  all  night  without  firing,  waiting  for  the 
attack  to  commence,  that  we  might  know  where 
to  aim ;  but  no  attack  was  made,  and  no  sign  of 
an  enemy  seen  from  this  vessel.  At  daylight  of 
the  twenty-seventh,  our  three  boats  were  de- 
mtched  to  the  beach  with  provisions,  and  with 
the  means  prepared  for  sending  them  through 
tiie  surf  to  the  troops  on  shore ;  but  the  pro- 
visions were  declined  and  returned,  and  the 
boats  remained  until  noon  taking  the  troops  off 
to  their  vessels. 

At  one  p.  M.,  when  the  last  man  had  been  re- 
embarked,  and  the  last  transport  was  under  way 
and  standing  out,  we  also  got  under  way  and 
anchored  with  the  fleet  in  the  offing,  without 
having  seen  a  single  rebel  soldier,  although 
another  message  hi^  been  received  at  10:30  a. 
iL  that  the  enemy  were  massing  for  an  attack. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved 
admirably  throughout  the  whole  four  days,  and 
performed  their  duties  at  the  guns  and  else- 
where with  most  commendable  coolness  and 
precision,  more  particularly  in  view  of  the  short 
time  (only  ten  days),  that  they  had  been  on 
board  and  under  £*ill ;  but,  where  all  behaved 
so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize 
any  one.  Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Tbmplb, 
Ueutenani-Commander. 
fiear-Admiral  David  D.  Poster, 

Oommaading  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqoadron. 

RSP08T  OP  UEOT.-ODM.  T.  C  HARBJg. 

UnXKD  SXATB  dCKAllBHIP  TAimO,  \ 

BBAUVcnx,  N.  C,  January  2, 186ft.  f 

Sib— In  obedience  to  General  Order,  No. 
75,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  this  vessel  took  in 
the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  December, 
1864: 

Mv  position  on  the  twenty-fourth  was  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher,  distant 
about  two  thousand  3rards,  and  was  doing  good 
execution,  when,  at  three  p.  m.,  the  one-hunared- 
poander  rifle  burst  (having  been  fired,  since 
the  vessel  has  been  in  commission,  but  nineteen 


tim6B|,  mortally  wounding  the  officer  command- 
ing the  division,  the  captain  of  the  gun,  and 
slufhtly  wounding  four  of  the  crew.    The  ves- 


•elbemg  badly  shattered, not  knowing  the  ex- 
tent of  the  damage,  and  having  lost  what  was 
designed  to  be  the  motst  effective  gun,  I  hauled 
out  of  fire.  Having  obtained  additional  medical 
assistance  from  the  Fort  Jackson,  I,  at  4:30  p.  m., 
again  stood  in  an3  opened  fire  With  my  only  re- 
mahuDg  effective  guns — the  thirty-pounder 
rifle  and  nine-inch  guiu 


On  the  twen^-fifth  I  was  assigned  the  duty 
of  assisting  to  disembark  the  troops  and  cover 
the  landing. 

Owing  to  the  accident  just  mentioned,  and  my 
non-participation  in  the  attack  of  ^e  twenty- 
fifth,  I  am  prevented  from  giving  any  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  injury  done  to  the  fort  as  a 
defensive  work.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain 
from  giving  my  testimony  as  to  the  accurate  and 
rapid  fire  of  fiie  fleet ;  no  better  confirmation 
could  be  required  that  the  navy  did  their  work 
well,  than  the  fact  that  the  enemy,  protected  as 
thev  were  bv  formidable  works,  could  only 
mace  a  very  feeble  reply. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  a 
portion  of  the  troops  were  landed  amid  deaf- 
ening and  encouragmg  cheers  from  the  men-of- 
war,  and  from  the  troops  still  on  board  the 
transports :  cheers  which  were  echoed  by  the 
fleet,  by  a  fire  that  elicited  but  a  feeble  response 
from  the  fort  The  landing  of  the  troops  was 
rapid  when  fairly  commenced,  and  everything 
seemed  to  betoken  that  the  army  would  soon 
have  possession  of  the  enemy's  works ;  when,  to 
the  surprise  and  mortification  of  all,  General  But- 
ler stopped  the  further  disembarkation  of  the 
troops,  and  gave  orders  to  re-embark  those 
already  on  shore. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  brilliant 
share  the  navy  took  in  the  attack  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth ;  the  work  was  well 
done.  Had  the  army  performed  their  part,  the 
Federal  flag  would  now  be  flying  over  the  ram- 
parts of  Fort  Fisher — a  fittmp  Christmas  pres- 
ent to  be  side  and  side  with  that  of  the 
glorious  and  gallant  Sherman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harms, 
Lieatenant-Oommandcr. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sgnadron. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  PORTER* 

KoKXH  ATLAimo  SquADiioir,  U.  B.  FLAo49bip  lUvrwatf  \ 
On  Nkw  Imlk,  Deoembw  37, 1804     / 

Sir — }Ay  despatch  of  yesterday  will  give  yon 
an  account  of  our  operations,  but  wiU- scarcely 
give  you  an  idea  of  my  disappointment  at  the 
conduct  of  the  army  authorities  in  not  attempt-' 
ing  to  take  possession  of  the  forts  which  had 
been  so  completely  silenced  by  our  guns ;  they 
were  so  blown  up.  burst  up,  and  torn  up,  that 
the  people  inside  had  no  intention  of  fighting 
any  loneer.  Had  the  army  made  a  show  of 
surrounding  it,  it  would  have  been  ours ;  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  done. 

The  men  landed,  reconnoitred,  and  bearing 
that  the  enemy  were  fnassing  troops  somewhere, 
the  order  was  given  to  re-embark. 

They  went  away  as  soon  as  the  majority  of 
the  troops  were  on  the  transports,  and  it  com- 
ing on  to  blow  rather  fresh,  about  seven  hun- 
dred were  left  on  shore.  They  have  been  tbere 
ever  since,  without  food  or  water,  liaving  laud- 
ed with   only  twenty-four   hours'  rations.    I 


612 


BEBELUON    REOORD^    1882-65. 


opened  commonicatioD  with  them  this  moniing, 
and  supplied  them  with  provisions. 

To  show  that  the  rebels  have  no  force  here, 
these  men  have  been  on  shore  two  days  without 
being  molested.  I  am  now  getting  them  off,  and 
it  has  taken  half  the  sauadron  (with  the  loss  of 
many  boats  in  the  surf)  to  assist 

I  can't  conceive  what  the  army  expected  when 
they  came  here  ;  it  certainly  did  not  need  seven 
thousand  men  to  garrison  Fort  Fisher — it  only 
requires  one  thousand  to  garrison  all  these  forts, 
which  are  entirely  under  tlie  guns  of  Fort  Fish- 
er ;  that  taken,  the  river  is  open.  Could  I  have 
found  a  channel  to  be  reUed  on  in  time,  I  would 
have  put  the  small  vessels  in,  even  if  I  had  got 
a  dozen  of  them  sunk ;  but  the  channel  we  did 
find  was  only  wide  enough  for  one  vessel  at 
right  angles,  and  we  were  not  certain  of  the 
soundings.  There  never  was  a  fort  that  invited 
soldiers  to  walk  in  and  take  possession  more 
plainly  than  Fort  Fisher ;  and  an  officer  got  on 
the  parapet  even,  saw  no  one  inside,  and  brought 
away  the  flag  we  had  cut  down. 

A  soldier  goes  inside,  through  the  sallyport, 
meets  in  the  fort,  coming  out  of  a  bomb-proof, 
an  orderly  on  horsebadc,  shoots  the  orderly, 
searches  his  body,  and  brings  aWay  with  him 
the  horse  and  communication  the  orderly  was 
bearing  to  send  up  field-pieces. 

Another  soldier  goes  in  the  fort  and  brings 
out  a  mule  that  was  stowed  away ;  and  another 
soldier,  who  went  inside  while  our  shells  were 
falling,  shot  his  musket  into  a  bomb-proof, 
where  he  saw  some  rebels  assembled  together ; 
he  was  not  molested.  Ten  soldiers,  who  went 
around  the  fort,  were  wounded  by  our  sheUs. 
All  the  men  wanted  was  the  order  to  go  in ;  but 
because  every  gun  was  not  dismounted  by  our 
fire,  it  was  thought  that  the  fort  ''  was  not  in- 
iured  as  a  defensive  work,"  and  that  it  would 
be  to  lose  men  to  attack  it  It  was  considered 
rash  to  attack  the  works  with  wooden  ships, 
and  even  the  officers  who  have  been  on  the  bar 
a  long  time  (and  witnessed  the  building  of  the 
wor£),  thot^ht  that  half  the  ships  would  be 
destroyed ;  and  it  was  said  that  the  onl^  hope 
we  could  have  of  silencing  the  batteries  was 
in  case  the  powder-vessel  did  the  damage  ex- 
pected. 

We  silenced  the  guns  in  one  hour's  time,  and 
had  not  one  man  kUled  (that  I  have  heard  of), 
except  by  the  bursting  of  our  own  guns,  in  the 
entire  fleet 

We  have  shown  the  weakness  of  this  work. 
It  can  be  taken  at  any  moment,  in  one  hour's 
time,  if  the  right  man  is  s^it  with  the  troops. 
They  should  be  sent  here  to  sta^ — ^to  land  with 
a  month's  provisions,  intrenching  tools,  guns, 
and  Cohom  mortars.  Ten  thousand  men  will 
hold  the  whole  country.  The  rebels  have  been 
able  to  send  here,  all  told,  about  four  thousand 
men  ;  seventy-five  of  them  that  were  sent  here 
to  observe  us  gave  themselves  up  to  the  navy. 
Two  hundred  and  eighteen  men,  sent  on  the 
same  duty,  gave  theo^ves  up  to  our  recon- 


noitring party,  and  this  would  have  been  the 
case  ail  the  way  through. 

I  know  what  they  would  do,  and  I  shall  send 
and  ask  him  to  let  some  of  his  troops  come  sod 
locate  themselves  in  Fort  Fisher.  If  I  cant  do 
better.  I  will  land  the  sailors,  and  try  if  we  can't 
have  full  credit  for  what  we  do. 

I  trust,  sir,  you  will  not  think  of  stopping  tt 
this,  nor  of  relaxing  your  endeavors  to  obtain 
the  right  kind  of  troops  for  the  business,  Am 
right  number,  and  the  proper  means  of  ta^iiig 
the  place,  even  if  we  fau  in  an  assault  Eveiy 
attack  we  make  we  will  imj>rove  in  firing,  and  if 
the  weather  would  pemut,  I  could  level  the 
works  in  a  week's  nring,  strong  as  they  are ; 
but  it  is  only  one  day  in  six  that  a  vessd  cu 
anchor  so  close.  We  had  a  mostbeantifo]  time, 
and  ttiQ  weather  for  the  attack  was  just  what  we 
wanted. 

If  General  Hancock,  with  ten  thousand  men, 
was  sent  down  here,  we  could  walk  into  the 
fort 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

David  D.  Poktve, 

Bm 

Hon.  GroBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashlngtOD,  D.  C 

EFFECT  or  THE  EXLPOSiON  OT  TBB  FOfWDBt-MUH 

No*n  Anuumo  Sqoadboii,  IT.  &  VuoSmr  MAvrwaa^  \ 
Opt  Nbw  iMur,  Daombv  S,  IMi.    j 

8iB — I  am  enabled,  from  information  gained 
from  prisoners,  to  tell  you  what  eflfect  uie  ex- 
plosion had  on  the  rebels  in  and  about  Fort 
Fisher.  It  was  entirely  unexpected,  and  the 
troops  were  mostly  asleep  at  the  time,  It  cre- 
ated a  perfect  panic,  stunned  and  disabled  the 
men,  so  that  they  refused  to  fight,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  efforts  of  their  officers,  and  the  severe 
bombardment  that  followed  so  oompletely  de- 
moralized them,  that  two  hundred  men  could 
have  gone  into  and  taken  possession  of  the 
works. 

No  injury  was  done  to  the  forts  that  I  can 
hear  of,  nor  were  any  of  (he  wooden  h'uts,abont 
half  a  roile  oft,  thrown  down ;  but  on  looking  at 
the  massive  structures,  built  of  sand-bags,  it 
could  scarcely  be  expected  to  move  them  bj 
such  a  process ;  that  can  only  be  done  by  con- 
tinual hammering  with  shot  and  shelL 

As  fiar  as  this  squadron  is  concerned,  tfaefbrta 
can  be  silenced  at  any  moment,  and  taken  pos- 
session of  by  a  well-organised  land  foi:oe. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, David  D.  Postbb, 

H(m.  Gideon  Weules, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waatilagton,  D;  GL 

CONFEDERATE  BEPOBTS. 

GENERAL  WUITING^  REPORT. 
HBAOQUTAKna,  WiLMmoraii,  December  Sl,  1864. 

Colonel — For  the  information  of  the  General 
commanding,  I  forward  the  report  oi  Colooel 
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Lamb,  commanding  Fort  Pieher  in  the  action  of 
the  twenty-fourth  and  twentj-fifth : 

On  receiving  the  information  at  one  p.  m.  on 
the  twenty-fourth  that  the  fleet  was  moving  in 
to  take  position,  I  at  once  ordered  a  steamer, 
and  reporting  to  the  headquarters,  proceeded 
to  the  point  of  attack,  reaching  Confederate 
Point  just  before  the  close  of  ttie  first  day's 
bombardment,  which  lasted  four  hours  and  a 
half.  That  of  the  second  day  commenced  at 
twenty  minutes  past  ten  a.  m.,  and  continued, 
with  no  intermission  or  apparent  slackening, 
with  great  fnry,  from  over  mry  ships  till  dark. 
During  the  day  the  enemy  landed  a  large  force, 
and  at  half-past  four  advanced  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers on  the  left  flank  of  the  sand-curtain, 
^e  fleet  at  the  same  time  making  a  concen- 
trated and  tremendous  enfilading  fire  upon  the 
curtain. 

The  garrison,  however,  at  the  proper  mo- 
ment, when  the  fire  slackened  to  allow  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy's  land  force,  drove  them 
o£f  with  grai)e  and  musketry ;  at  dark  the  ene- 
my with£-ew.  A  heavy  storm  set  in,  and  the 
earrison  were  much  exposed,  as  they  were  nn- 
aer  arms  aQ  night.  At  eight  a.  m.,  twenty-sixth, 
a  reported  advance  in  boats  was  opened  on  with 

rpe  and  shell.  The  garrison  remained  stead- 
.  awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  assault  or  bora- 
terdment  until  Tuesday  morning,  when  they 
were  relieved  by  the  supports  of  Major-G^eneral 
Hoke  and  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Lamb's  report,  herewith,  gives  all  the 
details  of  the  action.  In  an  accompanying  pa- 
per I  win  give  you  an  account  in  detail  of  all 
matters  which  fell  under  my  own  observation 
during  the  action  and  the  three  succeeding 
days,  which  I  beg  you  will  cause  to  be  forward- 
ed for  the  information  of  the  War  Department 

As  soon  as  other  business  will  permit,  a  re- 
port in  detail  of  tiie  construction  of  the  works, 
capacity  of  resistance,  effect  of  fire,  movements 
of  the  enemy,  improvements  suggested,  will  be 
made  out  and  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  engineer  department 

Tn  this  it  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my 
grateful  sense  of  the  gallantry,  endurance,  and 
ddD  of  the  garrison  and  its  accomplished  com- 
mander. 

To  the  latter  1  have  already  paid  a  just  trib- 
nte  of  praise,  not  for  this  action  only,  but  for 
his  whole  course  at  Port  Fisher,  of  which  this 
action  and  its  result  is  but  the  fruit  His  report 
of  the  gallantry  of  individuals  I  fully  confirm 
from  my  own  observation. 

I  wish  to  mention  Captain  Mann,  Lieutenant 
Latham,  Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  Thirty-sixth ; 
Lieutenant  Rankin  of  the  first  battalion ;  Cap- 
tain Adams  of  the  light  artillery,  as  very  active 
and  efficient 

To  Colonel  Tansill  of  mv  staff  we  owe  many 
flianks.  To  his  skilful  judgment  and  great  ex- 
pmence  the  defence  of  the  land  front  was  com- 
mitted at  the  critical  moment  of  assault  Of 
Major  ROey,  with  Ws  battery  of  the  Tenth  Ca- 
Tohna,  who  served  the  guns  of  the  land  front 


during  the  entire  action,  I  have  to  say  he  has 
added  another  name  to  the  long  list  of  fields  on 
which  he  has  been  conspicuous  for  indomitable 
pluck  and  consummate  skill.  Major  Still,  chief 
of  my  staff,  and  Major  Strong,  aid-de-camp,  here, 
as  always,  actively  aided  me  throughout  The 
gallant  bearing  and  active  labors  of  Major 
Saunders,  Chief  of  Artillery  to  General  Herbert, 
in  verv  exposed  positions,  attracted  my  special 
attention. 

I  present  my  acknowledgments  to  Flag  Offi- 
cer Pincknej,  Confederate  States  navy,  who  was 
present  during  the  action,  for  the  welcome  and 
efficient  aid  sent  to  Colonel  Lamb,  the  detach- 
ment under  Lieutenant  Roby,  which  manned 
the  two  Brook  guns,  and  the  company  of  ma- 
rines, under  Captain  Van  Benthuysen,  which 
reinforced  the  garrison.  Lieutenant  Chapman, 
Confederate  States  navy,  commanding  battery 
Buchanan,  by  his  skilful  gunnery  saved  us  on 
our  right  from  a  movement  of  the  enemjr, 
which,  unless  checked,  might  have  resulted  m 
a  successful  passage. 

The  navy  detachment  at  the  guns,  under  very 
trying  circumstances,  did  good  work. 

No  commendations  of  mine  can  be  too  much 
for  the  coolness,  discipline  and  skill  displayed 
by  officers  and  men.  Their  names  have  not  all 
been  furnished  to  me,  but  Lieutenants  Roby, 
Doming,  Armstrong,  and  Berrien  attracted  spe- 
cial attention  throughout 

To  Passed  Midshipman  Carey  I  wish  to  give 
personal  thanks.  Though  wotmded,  he  report- 
ed after  the  bursting  of  his  gun,  to  repel  the 
threatened  assault,  and  actively  assisted  Colonel 
Tansill  on  the  land  front 

Above  all,  and  before  all,  we  shaU  be  grate- 
ful, and  I  trust  all  are,  for  the  favor  of  Almighty 
God,  under  and  by  which  a  signal  deliverance 
has  been  achieved. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WmriNO, 

Ifi^-GeneraL 
Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Ahdkrson, 
A.  A.  and  L  O.,  Headqawtert  Departmenl  of  K.  a 

P.  S. — I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  in  no 
sense  did  I  assume  the  command  of  Colonel 
I^mb.  I  Fas  a  witness  simply,  confining  my 
action  to  observation  and  advice,  and  to  our 
communieations,  and  it  is  as  a  witness  that  I 
report 

W.  H.  a  Whotino, 

M^Jor-OeueraL 


DoalOS. 
THE  BATTLE   OP  MONOOAOT,   MD 

MAJOR^ENERAL  WALLACE'S  REPORT. 

Hkadquabrbs  ICnnxLi  DsPAmaonr,  1 

Brans  Ann T  Coifs,  BAcmtoa,  Aogost  — .^  1M4.  / 

Gohnd  E.  D,  Townsend^  Assiskmt  AcfjutcmU 

Oeneral: 

CoLONBir— I  beg  leave  to  furnish  the  War 
Department  with  the  following  report  in  full 
of  the  operationB  of  my  command  in  the  vicinity 
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of  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  which  resulted  in 
the  battle  of  MoDocacy,  foueht  ninth  July  last. 
The  informal  report  telegraphed  Major-General 
Halleck  from  Eliicott's  Mills,  during  the  retreat, 
is  appended  hereto,  and  will  serve  to  make  the 
record  complete. 

The  situation  in  the  department  of  West 
Virginia  about  the  beginnhig  of  July  was  very 
uncertain.  Migor-Greneral  Hunter  had  retreated 
westwardly  from  Lynchburg,  leaving  open  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  up  which  a  column  of 
rebels  of  unknown  strength  had  marched,  and 
thrown  General  Sigel  back  from  Martinsburg 
to  WUliamsport,  thence  down  the  left  bank  of 
the  Potomac  to  Maryland  Heights,  where,  wiUi 
his  command,  he  was  supposed  to  be  besieged. 
The  strength  of  the  invading  column,  by  whom 
it  was  commanded,  what  its  objects  were,  the 
means  provided  to  repel  it— everything,  in  fact, 
connected  with  it — were  on  my  part  purely  con- 
jecturaL  All  that  I  was  certain  of  was  tiiat  my 
own  department  was  seriously  threatened. 

July  fifth,  information  was  brought  to  my 
headquarters  in  Baltimore  that  a  column  of 
rebel  cavalry — the  same  that  had  been  raiding 
in  the  border  counties  of  Pennsylvania — ^was  in 
the  Middletown  Valley,  moving  eastwardly. 
Takinc;  this  report  as  true,  the  enemv  had 
tiurned  his  back  upon  the  department  of  Maior- 
General  Couch,  and  reduced  his  probable  objec- 
tives to  Washington,  Baltimore,  or  Maryland 
Heights. 

In  this  situation  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  concen- 
trate that  portion  of  my  scanty  conmiand  avail- 
able for  field  operations  at  some  point  on  the 
Monocacy  river,  the  western  limit  of  the  Middle 
Department  With  an  enemy  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  approaching  from  the  west,  having  in 
view  any  or  all  the  objectives  mentioned,  the 
importance  of  the  position  on  which  I  ultimately 
gave  battle,  cannot  be  over-estimated.  There, 
within  the  space  of  two  miles,  converge  the 
pikes  to  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad ;  there,  also,  is  the 
iron  bridge  over  the  Monocacy,  upon  which 
depends  railroad  communication  to  Harper's 
Ferry.  Moreover,  as  a  defensive  position  for 
an  army  seeking  to  cover  the  cities  above 
named  against  a  force  marching  from  the  direc- 
tion I  was  threatened,  the  point  is  very  strong  ; 
the  river  covers  its  entire  front :  in  a  low  staee 
of  water,  the  fords  are  few,  and  partioulany 
difficult  for  artillery;  and  the  commanding 
heights  are  all  on  the  eastern  bank,  while  the 
ground  on  the  opposite  side  is  level  and  almost 
without  obstructions.  At  aU  events,  I  was  con- 
fident of  ability  to  repel  any  ordinary  column 
of  cavalry  that  might  be  bold  enough  to  attack 
me  there ;  and  if  the  position  should  be  turned 
on  the  right,  I  was  not  necessarily  disabled 
from  defending  Baltimore ;  in  that  contingency, 
I  had  oidy  to  take  care  of  the  railroad,  and  use 
it  at  the  right  time.  Accordingly,  I  went  out 
and  joined  General  T^ler  at  the  raih-oad  bridge. 
The  Information  received  in  Baltimore  was  con- 
firmed ;  rebel  cavalry  had  seized  Middletown ; 


their  scouting  parties  had  even  advanced  to 
within  three  miles  of  Frederick  Citv.  By  the 
evening  of  the  sixth  all  my  available  troopt 
were  concentrated  under  General  Tyler,  makiog 
a  force  of  scant  twenty-five  hundred  men  of  tS 
arms,  and  composed  as  follows :  Third  regi- 
ment (Md.)  Potomac  Home  Brinide,  Colonel 
Charles  Gilpin ;  Eleventh  (Md.)  infantr?,  Colooel 
Landstreet ;  seven  companies  of  the  One  Hon- 
dred  and  Forty-ninth,  and  three  compam'es  of 
the  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  National 
Guard,  consolidated,  temporarily,  under  Cobnel 
A.  L.  Brown ;  Captain  Alexander's  (Md.)  batteiy, 
and  one  hundred  men  of  the  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
ninth  Ohio  National  Guard,  serving  as  mounted 
infantry,  and  commanded  by  Captain  E.  H.  lieb, 
Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  and  Captain  N.8. 
Allen.  lu  addition,  I  had  the  service  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clendenin's  squadron  of  cavalry, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  four  companies 
of  the  First  regiment  (Md.)  Potomac  Home 
Brigade,  about  two  hundred  strong,  voider 
Captain  Brown.  Of  this  force,  it  is  proper  to 
add,  the  Eleventh  Maryland,  and  aU  the  Ohio 
troops,  were  **  hundred-days  men.** 

On  the  night  of  the  sixth  Colonel  Gendema 
received  my  order  to  take  the  pike  to  Middle- 
town,  and  follow  it  until  he  found  the  enemy,  and 
ascertained  tiie  strength  and  composition  of  his 
column.  Leaving  Frederick  City  at  daybreak 
next  morning  (the  seventh)  with  his  cavalry,  and 
a  section  of  Alexander's  battery,  he  drove  in  a 
rebel  outpost  stationed  in  the  mountain  pass, 
and  gained  Middletown,  where  he  was  stopped 
by  a  body  of  cavalry  largely  superior  lo  nis 
own,  commanded  by  General  Bradley  T.  John- 
son. After  a  smart  skirmish,  in  which  both 
sides  used  artillery,  Clendenin  was  forced  back 
by  movements  on  his  flanks.  About  ten  o'clock 
he  reported  the  rebels  one  thousand  stronff, 
pushing  him  slowly  to  Frederick  City,  which 
they  would  reach  in  two  hours,  unless  I  in- 
tended its  defence.  Though  out  of  mv  depart* 
ment,  it  had  become  my  duty  to  save  me  town, 
if  possible,  and  as  it  was  but  three  miles  dis- 
tant, I  thought  that  could  be  done  without 
jeopardizing  the  position  at  the  railroad  bridge. 
By  direction,  therefore.  General  Tyler  sent 
Colonel  Gilpin,  with  his  regiment  and  another 
gun,  to  support  Clendenin,  and  engage  the 
enemy.  The  company  of  mounted  infantry  also 
went  forward.  In  this  movement  the  railroad 
was  very  iisefuL 

Colonel  Gilpin  reached  the  town  in^  good 
time,  and  deployed  his  command  in  skirmish 
order  across  the  Hagerstown  pike,  half  a  mile 
west  of  the  suburbs.  Clendenin  fell  back  and 
joined  him.  About  four  o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy 
opened  the  fight  with  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  lines  engaged  shortly  after.  At  six  o'clock 
Captain  Alexander,  personally  in  charge  of  his 

Eieces,  dismounted  one  of  Johnson's  ^uns.  .A 
ttle  before  dark  Gilpin  charged,  and  drove  the 
rebels,  who,  under  cover  of  night,  finally  wiA- 
drew  to  the  mountain. 
You  will  find  the  locality  of  this  acticja  indi- 
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Gated  OQ  ihe  map  herewith  forwarded.  The 
forces  opposed,  it  is  worthy  remark,  were  aboat 
equal  in  nnmb^r,  yet  Johnson  had  the  advan- 
ta^;  his  men  were  veterans,  while  Gilpin's, 
with  the  exception  of  Glendenin*8  squadron, 
had  not  before  been  mider  fire,  a  circmnstance 
moch  enhancing  the  credit  gained  by  them. 

Relyinfi^  upon  intelligence  received  the  even- 
ing the  above  affitir  took  place,  that  a  division 
of  veterans  of  the  Sixth  corps  was  coming  by 
rail  to  my  reinforcement,  aboat  midnight 
General  Tyler  was  sent  to  Frederick  City  with 
Colonel  Brown's  command,  to  prepare  for  what 
might  occur  in  the  morning.  About  daybreak 
a  portion  of  the  First  brigade  of  the  veterans 
arrived  under  Colonel  Henry,  which  was  also 
Bent  to  Frederick. 

The  reports  of  the  enemy  continued  conflict- 
ing as  before;  some  stated  that  Johnson's 
cavalry,  already  whipped  by  Colonel  Gilpin, 
were  all  the  rebels  north  of  the  Potomac ;  others 
that  McCausland,  with  a  like  column,  was  march- 
ing to  join  Johnson  ;  others  i^ain  represented 
Etfly  and  Breckinridge  behind  the  Catocdn 
mountain,  with  thirty  thousand  men,  moving 
upon  Frederick  City.  In  short,  the  most  re- 
liable intelligence  was  of  a  character  that 
reduced  the  defence  of  that  town  to  a  second- 
ary consideration ;  if  the  enemy's  force  was 
correctly  reported,  his  designs  were  upon 
Washington  or  Baltimore. 

In  the  hope  of  evolving  something  definite 
out  of  the  confusion  of  news,  I  went  in  person 
to  Frederick  City,  leaving  my  Inspector-General, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Catlin,  at  the  railroad  bridge 
to  stop  such  of  the  veteran  regiments  as  ar- 
rived there.  The  Eleventh  Maryland  remained 
with  him.  My  purpose  was  to  conduct  a  re- 
connoissance  over  the  mountain,  to  brush  aside, 
if  possible,  the  curtain  that  seemed  to  overhang 
it 

In  the  midst  of  preparation  for  this  move- 
ment, a  telegram  from  Major-General  Sigel 
reached  me,  stating  that  the  enemy  had  that 
morning  retired  from  before  Maryland  Heights, 
and  was  marching  with  his  main  body  up  the 
Middletown  Valley  toward  Boonesboro.  The 
question  then  was — ^were  the  rebels  marching 
for  Pennsylvania,  or  coming  eastward  by  the 
Jefferson  or  Middletown  pikes?  I  concluded 
to  await  events  in  Frederick  City,  satisfied  they 
would  not  be  long  delaved. 

As  Johnson  stm  held  the  mountain  pass  to 
Middletown,  the  day  (eighth)  was  spent  in 
tiying  to  draw  him  into  the  valley,  with  such 
reinforcements  as  he  might  have  received.  A 
feigned  retreat  from  the  town  was  but  partially 
Buccessful;  he  came  down,  but  under  fire  of 
Alexander's  guns,  galloped  back  again. 

About  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Colonel 
Catlin  telegraphed  me  that  a  heavy  force  of 
^bel  in&ntry  was  moving  toward  Urbana  by 
tilie  Buckeystown  road.  This  threatened  my 
lines  of  retreat  and  the  position  at  Monocacy 
l^id^e ;  what  was  more  serious,  it  seemed  to 
diadose  a  purpose  to  obtain  the  pike  to  Wash- 


ington, important  to  the  enemy  for  several 
causes,  but  especially  so  if  his  designs  embraced 
that  city,  then  in  ne  condition,  as  I  understood 
it,  to  resist  an  army  like  that  attributed  to  Sku-ly 
by  General  Si^el.  I  claim  no  credit  for  under- 
standing my  duty  in  such  a  situation  ;  it  was 
self-Apparent  There  was  no  force  that  could 
be  thrown  in  time  between  the  capital  and  the 
rebels  but  mine,  which  was  probably  too  small 
to  defeat  them,  but  certainly  strong  enough  to 
gain  time,  ana  compel  them  to  expose  their 
strength.  If  they  were  weak,  by  going  back  to 
the  bridge  I  could  keep  open  the  communication 
with  General  Sigel ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  they 
were  ever  so  strong,  it  was  not  possible  to  drive 
me  from  that  position,  except  by  turning  one  of 
my  flanks ;  if  my  right,  retreat  was  open  by 
the  Washington  pike  ;  if  my  left,  the  retirement' 
could  be  by  the  pike  to  Baltimore. 

I  made  up  my  mind  to  fight,  and  accordingly 
telegraphea  Gf^neral  Halleck :  **  I  shall  withdraw 
immediately  from  Frederick  City,  and  put  myself 
in  position  to  cover  road  to  Washington,  if 
necessi^^."  This  was  done  by  marching  in  the 
night  to  the  raihroad  bridge,  where  Brigadier- 
General  Ricketts  was  in  waiting.  I  had  then 
the  following  regiments  of  his  division : 

First  brigade,  Colonel  W.  S.  Truax  command- 
ing, seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  strong :  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  New  York,  Captain  Payne 
commanding ;  One  Hundred  and  Fiity-first  New 
York,  Colonel  Emerson ;  Fourteenth  New  Jer- 
sey, Lieutenant^lonel  Hall;  Tenth  Vermont, 
Colonel  Henrv;  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania, 
Lioutenant^olonel  StahL 

Second  brigade,  sixteen  hundred  men,  Colonel 
MoClannan  commanding;    One    Hundred    and 

Thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania, ;  Ninth  New 

York,  Colonel  Seward ;  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
ty-sixth Ohio,  liieutenant-Colonel  Ebright ;  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Binkley.  The  residue  of  the  division  it  was  re- 
ported would  be  up  next  dav. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ninth  disposition 
for  battle  was  made.  The  right,  forming  an  ex- 
tended line  from  the  railroad,  was  given  General 
Tyler,  who,  by  direction,  had  left  Colonel  Brown 
at  the  stone  bridge  on  the  Baltimore  pike,  with 
his  conmiand  and  the  company  of  mounted  in- 
fantry. 

Upon  the  holding  that  bridge  depended  the 
security  of  my  right  flank,  and  the  line  of  re- 
treat to  Baltimore.  Three  companies  of  Colonel 
Gilpin's  regiment  were  posted  to  defend  Crum's 
ford,  midway  the  stone  bridge  and  raihroad; 
Landstreet  and  Gilpin  were  held  in  reserve  at 
the  railroad. 

The  batterv  was  divided — Ricketts  and  Tyler 
each  received  three  guns. 

On  the  left,  as  it  was  likely  to  be  the  main 
point  of  attack,  I  directed  General  Ricketts  to 
form  his  command  in  two  lines  across  the  Wash- 
ington pike,  so  as  to  hold  the  rising  ground 
south  01  it  and  the  wooden  bridge  across  the 
river. 

Still  farther  to  the  left,  Colonel  Qendenin  took 
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poet,  to  watch  that  flank,  and  guard  the  lower 
fords  with  such  detachments  as  he  could  spare. 

On  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  Captain 
Brown's  detachment,  of  the  First  regiment  Po- 
tomac Home  Brigade,  was  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, in  aline  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the 
front 

A  twenty-four-pound  howitzer  was  left  in  a 
rude  earthwork  near  the  blockhouse  by  the 
railroad,  where  it  could  be  used  to  defend  the 
two  bridges,  and  cover  the  retirement  and  cross- 
ing of  the  skirmishers. 

While  this  disposition  was  going  on,  the  rail- 
road agent  informed  me  that  two  more  troop 
trains  were  on  the  road,  and  would  arrive  by 
one  o'clock.  These  were  the  residue  of  Gknend 
Ricketts'  division,  three  regiments— making  a 
very  important  reinforcement 

About  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  enemy  marched 
by  the  pike  from  Frederick,  and  threw  out  skir- 
mishers, behind  whom  he  put  his  guns  in  posi- 
tion, and  began  the  engagement  His  columns 
followed  a  little  after  nine  o'clock.  Passing 
through  the  fields,  just  out  of  range  of  my  pieces, 
without  attempting  to  drive  in  ray  skirmishers, 
they  moved  rapidly  aromid  to  the  left,  and  forced 
a  passage  of  the  river  at  a  ford  about  one  mile 
below  Ricketts.  From  nine  o'clock  to  half-past 
ten  the  action  was  little  more  than  a  warm  skir- 
mish and  experimental  cannonading,  in  which, 
however,  the  enemy's  superiority  in  the  number 
and  calibre  of  his  guns  was  fully  shown.  Against 
my  six  three-inch  rifles  he  opposed  not  less  than 
sixteen  Napoleons.  In  this  time,  also,  the  fight- 
ing at  the  stone  bridge  assumed  serious  propor- 
tions. 

Colonel  Brown  held  his  position  with  great 
difficulty. 

About  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  enemy's  first 
line  of  battle  made  its  appearance,  and  moved 
against  Ricketts,  who,  meantime,  had  changed 
front  to  the  left,  so  that  his  right  rested  upon 
the  river  bank.  This  change  unavoidably  sub- 
lected  his  regiments  to  an  unintermitted  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  batteries  across  the  stream, 
So  great  was  the  rebel  front,  also,  that  I  was 
compeUed  to  order  the  whole  division  into  one 
line,  thus  leaving  it  without  reserves.  Still  the 
enemy's  front  was  greatest  Two  more  guns 
were  sent  to  Ricketts.  Finally,  by  burning  the 
wooden  bridge  and  the  blockhouse  at  its  further 
end,  thus  releasing  the  force  left  to  defend  them, 
I  put  into  the  engagement  every  available  man, 
except  Tyler's  reserves,  which,  from  the  mes- 
sages arriving,  I  expected  momentsurily  to  have 
to  despatch  to  Colonel  Brown's  assistance. 

The  enemy's  first  line  was  badly  defeated. 
His  second  line  then  advanced  and  was  re- 
pulsed, but  after  a  fierce  and  continuous  strug- 
gle. In  the  time  this  occupied  I  could  probably 
have  retired  without  muoh  trouble,  as  the  rebek 
were  badly  punished ;  Uie  main  obj^jts  of  the 
battle,  however,  were  unaccomplish^-— the  re- 
bel streneth  was  not  yet  developed.  At  one 
o'clock  the  three  reinforcing  regiments  of 
veterans  would  be  on  the  ground ;  and  then  the 


splendid  behavior  of  Ricketts  and  his  men  in- 
spired me  with  confidence.  One  o'clock  ctme, 
but  not  the  reinforcements ;  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  an  order  to  them — my  teleznph 
operator,  and  the  railroad  agent,  with  ho3i  ms 
trains,  had  run  away.  An  hour  and  a  half  later 
I  saw  the  third  Une  of  rebels  move  out  of  the 
woods,  and  down  the  hiU  behind  which  tfaey 
made  their  formation ;  right  after  it  came  the 
fourth.  It  was  time  to  get  away.  AccordiD^lj, 
I  ordered  G^eneral  Ricketts  to  nuike  preparatum, 
and  retire  to  the  Baltimore  pike.  Ahani  (bar 
o'clock  he  b^an  the  execution  of  the  order. 

The  stone  bridge  held  by  Colonel  Brown  nov 
became  all-impor^t ;  its  loss  was  the  loss  of 
my  line  of  retreat ;  and  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  enemy,  successful  on  my  left,  would  re- 
double his  efforts  against  the  right  General 
Tyler  had  already  marched  wit^  his  reserves  to 
Brown's  assistance ;  but  on  receipt  of  notice  of 
my  intention,  without  waiting  for  GOpin  and 
Landstreet,  he  galloped  to  the  bridge,  and  took 
the  command  in  person.  After  the  disengage- 
ment of  Ricketts'  line,  when  the  head  of  the  re> 
treating  column  reached  the  pike,  I  rode  to  the 
bridge,  and  ordered  it  to  be  held  at  all  hazards 
by  the  force  then  there,  until  the  enei^y  sbonki 
be  found  in  its  rear — at  least,  until  the  last 
regiment  had  cleared  the  countryroad  by  whkh 
the  retreat  was  beine  effected.  This  order  Gen- 
eral Tyler  obeyed.  Alittle  after  five  o'clock,  when 
my  column  was  well  on  the  march  toward  New 
Market,  an  attack  on  his  rear  convinced  him  of 
the  impracticability  of  longer  maintaining  hii 
post  Many  of  his  men  then  took  to  the  woods, 
but,  by  his  direction,  the  greater  part  kept  their 
ranks,  and  manfully  fought  their  way  throu^ 
In  this  way  Colonel  Brown  escaped.  General 
Tyler,  finding  himself  cut  off,  dashed  into  the 
woods,  with  the  officers  of  his  staff,  and  was 
happily  saved.  His  gallan try  and  self-«acrificing 
devotion  are  above  all  commendation  of  words. 

The  enemy  seems  to  have  stopped  pursuit  at 
the  stone  bridge.  A  few  cavalry  followed  my 
rear  guard  to  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  New 
Market,  where  they  established  a  picket  post 
The  explanation  of  their  faUiire  to  harass  my 
column  lies  in  facts  that  have  since  come  to  my 
knowledge,  viz. :  Johnson's  cavalry  was  march- 
ing, at  the  time  of  the  battle,  toward  Baltimore, 
ffia  the  Libertv  road,  while  McOauslaiid's  was  too 
badl^  cut  up  m  the  fight  for  anything  like  im- 
mediate ana  vigorous  action  aft^  it 

To  have  cut  my  column  off  at  New  Market, 
the  rebels  had  only  to  move  their  cavalry  romid 
my  right  by  way  of  Urbana  and  Monrovia ;  aus- 
peotiug  such  was  his  plan,  I  used  the  utmost 
expedition  to  pass  the  command  beyond  that 
point  The  danger  proved  imaginary.  The  re- 
inforcements, for  wmch  1  waited  so  aoxioiMly 
the  last  two  hours  of  the  engagement  reaching 
Monrovia  in  good  time  to  have  joinea  me,  halt' 
ed  there— a  singular  proceeding,  for  which  no 
explanation  has  as  yet  been  furnished  me. 
Monrovia  is  bat  eight  miles  from  ihe  batde- 
ground.    The  commanding  officer  at  that  plaod 
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mmit,  therefore,  have  heard  the  guns.  Bnt,  be- 
sidee  this.  Colonel  Clendenin  was  effectually 
oootestlng  the  road  which  offered  the  enemy  the 
sdvantage  I  hare  mentioned.  That  gallant  offi- 
cer—as true  a  cavalry  soldier  aa  ever  mounted 
t  horse — while  fighting  on  Ricketts'  extreme 
left,  found  himself  cut  off  from  the  main  body  at 
&e  time  the  retreat  began.  Throwing  himself 
into  the  village  of  Urbana,  he  repeatedly  re- 
pulsed the  pursuing  rebels,  and,  in  one  bold 
charge,  sabre  in  hand,  captured  the  battle-flag 
of  the  Seventeenth  Virj^nia. 

The  three  regiments  in  Monrovia  joined  me  at 
New  Market,  and  afterward  served  a  good  pur- 
pose in  coveruig  the  march  of  the  weary 
colomD,  which  bivouacked  for  the  night  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  battle-field. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  say  too  much 
in  praise  of  the  veterans  who  made  this  fight 
For  their  reputation,  and  for  the  fruth's  sake,  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood  that,  though  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy's  fourth  line  of  battle 
made  their  ultimate  defeat  certain,  they  were 
not  whipped :  on  the  contrary,  they  were  fight- 
ing steadily  in  unbroken  front  when  I  ordered 
their  retirement;  all  the  shame  of  which,  if 
shame  there  was,  is  mine,  not  theirs.  The  nhie 
regiments  enumerated,  as  those  participating  in 
the  action,  represented  but  thirty-three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  of  whom  over  sixteen  hundred 
were  missing  three  days  after — ^killed,  wounded, 
or  prisoners  lost  on  the  field.  The  fact  speaks 
for  itself.  ^  Monocacy"  on  heir  flags  cannot 
be  a  word  of  dishonor. 

As  to  General  Ricketts,  attention  is  respect- 
fully caUed  to  the  mention  made  of  him  in  the 
telegraphic  report  subjoined.  Every  word  of 
it  is  as  deserved  as  it  was  bravelv  earned. 

If  we  had  had  intrenching  tools  in  time,  no 
doubt  the  losses  of  the  veterans  would  have  been 
greatly  lessened.  Another  deficiency  existed  in 
the  want  of  ambulances  and  wagons ;  but  this  I 
designed  remedying  by  the  use  of  the  cars. 
That  the  dead  and  so  many  of  the  wounded  were 
left  suffering  on  the  field,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  is  justly  attribtableu  to  the  base  de- 
lertion  of  the  railroad  asent  I  will  also  add 
that  my  despatches  would  have  reached  the 
War  Oiffice  several  hours  sooner,  if  the  tele- 
graph operator  had  remained  at  his  post,  or 
within  calling  distance. 

My  intention,  upon  leaving  the  battle-field, 
was  to  march  the  troops  directly  to  Baltimore, 
which,  by  the  concentration  at  Monocacy,  had 
been  left  almost  defenceless. 

Had  this  purpose  been  carried  out,  they  would 
have  reached  the  city  on  the  evening  of  the 
tenth,  in  time  to  have  driven  off  the  marauders, 
who,  under  Johnson,  had  moved  by  the  Liberty 
road  from  Frederick  City,  and  taken  post  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cockeysville.  .  Such  a  result  would 
verr  nrobably  have  saved  Hie  bndges  on  the 
FhUaaelphia  railroad. 

But,  under  an  order,  received  while  en  route  to 
QHcott's  milk,  directing  me  to  "  rally  my  forces 
and  make  every  possible  effort  to  retard  the 


enemy's  march  on  Baltimore,**  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  halt  Ricketts'  division,  with  the  cavalry 
and  battery,  at  the  mills,  that  being  the  first 
point  on  the  pike  at  which  it  was  possible  to  re- 
supply  the  men  with  rations  and  ammuni- 
tion. In  doing  this,  however,  I  was  careful  to 
leave  General  Ricketts  trains  sufficient  to  bring 
his  whole  force  away  at  a  moment's  notice; 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  certainly  known  that  the 
enenw  had  marched  against  Washington,  I  or- 
dered him  to  Baltimore.  Before  he  arrived, 
however,  I  was  temporarily  superseded  in  the 
command  of  the  troops  by  Major-Creneral  Ord. 

The  evening  of  the  tenth  I  returned  to  Balti- 
more, and  found  the  citv  very  naturally  in  a 
state  of  alarm,  occasioned  by  the  approach  of 
Johnson's  cavalry.  Thanks,  however,  to  the 
energy  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  S.  B.  Lawrence, 
Assistant  Adjutant^neral,  and  lieutenant^l- 
onel  John  Wooldev,  Provost-Marshal,  every  meas- 
ure of  safety  had  been  taken  that  intelligence 
could  suggest 

The  railroad  communications  north  had  been 
the  subject  of  the  former's  special  care. 

The  means  of  defense  for  the  city,  as  already 
remarked,  were  very  meagre;  but  the  direc- 
tion of  them  had,  as  soon  as  intelligence  of 
the  result  on  the  Monocacy  was  received,  very 
properly  been  assumed  by  Brigadier-Generals 
Lockwood  and  Morris,  whose  military  experi- 
ence was  of  very  great  value.  To  the  former  I 
feel  particularly  grateful. 

Loyal  citizens  took  up  arms  by  the  thousands, 
were  organized ;  manned  the  works ;  and  did  sol- 
diers* duty  nobly. 

Besides  the  officers  mentioned  in  my  informal 
report  of  tenth  Jul^,  the  following  deserve  simi- 
lar notice,  for  their  excellent  behavior  in  ac- 
tion and  the  services  they  rendered  : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lynde  Catlin,  As.^istant 
Inspector-General ;  Major  Max.  Woodhull,  Act>- 
ing  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  and  Major 
James  R.  Ross,  senior  Aid-de-Camp— all  of  my 
staff.  Also,  Captain  W.  H.  Weigle,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  to  General  Tyler;  Captain 
Adam  E.  King,  Assistant  Adjutant-Geneitd  to 
General  Ricketts ;  Captain  Brown,  First  (Mary- 
land) Potomac  Home  Brigade,  and  Captain  N.  H. 
Allen,  of  the  company  serving  as  mounted  in- 
fantry. 

General  Ricketts  has  not  yet  forwarded  his 
official  report ;  when  received,  I  shall  promptly 
transmit  it  to  the  War  Office.  It  will,  doubt- 
less, disclose  many  other  officers  properly  en- 
titled to  special  mention.  At  this  time,  I  can 
only  speak  of  commandaYits  of  brigades,  and  regi« 
ments,  whose  names  have  been  alrea  iy  given, 
and  repeat  the  commendation  they  have  won 
from  commanding  officers  in  many  a  former 
battle.  They  are  of  the  soldiers  whose  skill 
and  courage  have  ennobled,  not  merely  them* 
selves,  but  the  army  they  have  belonged  to  so 
long. 

"nie  subjoined  report  g^ves  my  opinion  of  the 
rebel  strength  forward^  by  telegram  the  day 
after  the  battle.     Information,  since  obtained, 
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corroborates  that  opinion.  It  is  now  well 
assured  that  General  Early  attacked  me  with 
one  whole  corps,  not  less  than  eighteen  thoa- 
sand  strong,  while  Breckinridge,  with  two  divi- 
sions, remained  during  the  battle  in  quiet  occu- 
pancy of  Frederick  City.  It  is  also  certain,  as 
one  of  the  results,  that,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
parity of  forces,  the  enemy  was  not  able  to 
move  from  the  battle-field,  in  prosecution  of  his 


march  upon  Washington,  until  the  next  daj 
about  noon. 

As  to  the  casualties,  I  regret  that  the  speedv 
movement  of  some  regiments  of  General  Ijleri 
brigade  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  perfect 
his  report  as  he  himself  desired.  The  foDowing 
table,  nowever,  embraces  the  returns  from  that 
officer,  and  from  Greneral  Ricketta,  as  accurately 
as  was  possible  under  the  drcumstances: 
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The  aggregate  shows  a  heavy  loss,  illustrat- 
ing the  obstinate  valor  of  the  conmiand.  I  am 
satisfied,  however,  that  the  casualties  of  the  reb- 
els exceeded  mine.  To  reach  this  conclusion, 
one  has  only  to  make  a  calculation,  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  day  afier  the  battle  over  four 
hundred  men,  too  seriously  wounded  to  be  car- 
ried away,  were  captured  in  the  hospital  at 
Frederick  City. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  collect  the  bodies 
of  our  dead  in  one  burial-ground  on  the  battle- 
field, suitable  for  a  monument,  upon  which  I 
propose  to  write — ^These  men  died  to  save  the 
national  capital,  and  they  did  save  it 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Lew.  Wallace, 
M^Jor-General  Commanding 


BMAWnoAsamB,  ELUOon'fl  If uus,  \ 
2:06  p.  M.,  July  10,  1864.        / 

Mqjiyr-General  K  W.  Haileck,  Chirf  of  Staff 

ai  Washinaton  OUy: 

T  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  reached 
this  point  with  my  column.  As  I  telegraphed 
you  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  instant,  I  left 
Frederick,  and  by  a  night  march,  took  position 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Monocaoy,  with  my  left 
on  tiie  south  side  of  the  Washington  pike,  and 
my  right  covering  the  bridge  on  the  Baltimore 
pike,  about  two  iniles  and  a  half  from  Frederick 
City. 


Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ninth  instant  the 
enemy  moved  out  of  Frederick  City,  and  in  ikii^ 
mish  order,  began  to  fight 

About  nine  o'clock,  he  opened  on  me  wilh  artil- 
lery, his  gpins  being  Napoleons  or  twelve-pound- 
er howitzers,  and  mine  (one  six-gun  battery) 
three4nch  rifles,  with  one  twenty-four-pounder 
howitzer. 

His  columns  of  cavalry  and  artillery  worked 
rapidly  round  to  my  left,  and  crossed  the  river 
in  face  of  my  guard,  and  charged  confidently 
upon  Brigadier-General  Ricketts  Third  divisioa 
Sixth  Army  Corps.  The  General  changed  front 
and  repulsed  them,  and  charged  in  turn,  and 
drove  tbem  gaUantly. 

The  enemy  then  advanced  a  second  lino ;  this 
the  General  also  repulsed  and  drove.  Mean- 
time the  enemy  placed  at  least  two  batteries  in 
positions,  so  that  when  he  made  his  final  charge, 
with  four  lines  of  infantry,  about  3:30  p.  x.  me 
resistance  of  Ricketts'  division  was  under  an 
enfilading  fire  of  shells  really  terrific 

The  moment  I  saw  the  third  rebel  line  ad- 
vance, I  ordered  the  General  to  make  such  prep* 
arations  as  he  could,  and  retire  his  comnuuid 
by  a  county  road  np  the  river  to  the  Baltimore 
pike.  This  was  accomplished  with  an  extia- 
ordinary  steadiness, 

The  men  of  the  third  division  were  oot 
whipped,  but  retired  reluctantly,  under  my 
order,    Thej  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  wi|& 
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t  coolneBS  and  steadinesB  which  I  venture  has 
not  been  exceeded  in  any  battle  of  the  war. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  Greneral  Rick- 
etts  fur  his  skill  and  courage. 

Daring  the  main  fight,  skirmishine  across  the 
river  went  on  unintemptedly,  and  down  at  the 
Mtimore  pike  bridge  assumed  serious  form. 
Uj  right,  extending  from  the  railroad  to  the 
bridge  mentioned,  was  under  charge  of  Brig- 
adier-GenersJ  K  B.  Tvler,  now  supposed  to  w 
a  prisoner,  who,  though  not  tried  by  so  severe  a 
test,  met  eveiv  expectation,  and  performed  his 
dnfy  with  ability  and  courage.  I  do  not  now 
thi^  myself  seriously  beaten ;  there  was  not  a 
flag  lost,  nor  a  gun.  The  rebels  captured  no 
stores  whatever,  and,  in  face  of  their  over- 
whelming force,  I  brought  off  my  whole  com- 
mand, losinz  probably  not  over  two  hundred 
{)ri8oner8.  My  casualty  list  will  be  quite  severe, 
mt  cannot  possibly  equal  that  of  the  enemy,  as 
they  charged  several  times  in  close  lines,  and 
vith  a  recklessness  that  can  be  justified  only 
upon  the  ground  that  they  supposed  my  com- 
mand consisted  of  raw  militia. 

£ach  one  of  his  four  lines  of  attack  presented 
a  front  greater  than  that  of  General  Ricketts'  di- 
vision, all  deployed.  By  calculation  this  would 
give  him  about  eighteen  thousand  men  engaged 
OB  the  left  bank,  while  he  had  at  least  two  diou- 
BAnd  more  skirmishing  and  fighting  in  my  front 
MToss  the  river.  Permit  me  to  state  that,  in 
fighting,  I  had  three  objects  in  view :  one  to 
keep  open,  if  possible,  the  communication  by 
raO  to  Harper's  Ferry,  the  second  to  cover  tJhe 
roads  to  Washington  and  Baltimore;  the  last 
to  make  the  enemy  develop  his  force.  I  failed 
in  aD  but  the  last,  and  from  what  I  saw,  it  can 
be  safely  assorted  that  the  enemy  must  have 
two  corps  of  troops  north  of  the  rotomac.  In 
the  computation  I  include  his  column  operating 
in  the  region  of  Hagerstown,  that  about  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  the  one  which  fought  me  yes- 
terday. A  rebel  officer  dying  on  the  field,  told 
a  staff  officer  of  General  Ricketts  that  Lee  was 
managing  these  operations  in  person,  and  would 
shortly  Imve  three  corps  about  the  Potomac  for 
business  against  Washington  and  Baltimore. 
This  circumstance  is  true ;  eive  it  what  weight 
yoQ  please.  I  regret  to  add  that  we  were  able 
to  bring  off  but  few  of  our  wounded,  and  none 
of  our  dead.  The  hundred-days  men  straggled 
badly,  while  the  men  of  the  Sixth  corps  reached 
this  place  in  perfect  order,  and  covered  the  re- 
treat 

The  Third  regiment  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 
Colonel  Gilpin,  of  Tyler's  brigade,  also  main- 
tained good  order.  I  will  make  a  more  com- 
plete report  with  your  permission  when  I  receive 
the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ricketts.  I 
wish  to  make  honorable  mention  at  this  time  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  R.  Gendenin,  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  cavalry ;  of  Captain  F.  W.  Alex- 
ander, whose  battery  was  well  served  through- 
oat  the  day ;  and  of  Colonel  Charles  Gilpin,  who, 
ootomanded  during  the  fight  at  Frederick  Cify 
on  the  seventh  iniSant,  in  which  the  enemy  lost, 


killed  and  wounded,  one  hundred  and  forty  men, 
while  we  lost  one  man  killed,  and  eighteen 
wounded.    The  number  of  rebel  casualties  is 

f'lven  on  the  statements  of  citizens  of  Frederick, 
wish  also  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Col- 
onel Brown,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio  National  Guard,  who,  ably  assisted 
by  Captain  Lieb,  United  States  cavalry,  stub- 
bornlv  held  the  Baltimore  pike  bridge,  and 
thus  Kept  open  my  line  of  retreat 

Lew  Wallace, 
lI%)or-€eneral  Oomxnuidlng. 

WABUuunoK  Qrr,  April  2, 1866. 

Briaadier-Oeneral  R  D.  Tawnaend,  Assistant 

Ac^jtUanUOeneral : 

Sm — In  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of 
Monocacy  I  omitted  to  make  mention  of  the 
very  ereat  obligations  I  was  under  to  Hon. 
John  W.  Garrett,  President  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  for  his  personal 
exertions  in  forwarding  to  my  support  and  as- 
sistance promptly  upon  their  arrival  at  Balti- 
more, the  advance  brigade  of  General  Ricketts' 
division  of  troops.  Please  attach  this  so  as  to 
make  it  a  part  of  the  report  alluded  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lew.  Wallaoe- 
KiHjor-Oeneral,  CJ.  a  v. 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER^ENERAL  E.  B.  TYLER. 

BBAOQuiKXBBt  Frst  Sip.  Brioadb  8ts  A.  C.,\ 
RSLAT  Houn,  Maryland,  July  14th,  1864.    / 

lAeuienarUrCohnd  Samuel  B.  Lawrence,  Assisi" 

ani  Acfjuiant-Chneral : 

Colonel — ^I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  bv  my  com- 
mand in  the  late  engagements  at  Frederick  City 
and  Monocacy  Junction. 

On  Thursday,  the  seventh  instant,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Clendenin  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Maior-Gene- 
ral  Commanding,  drew  the  enemy  nrom  the 
mountains  west  of  Frederick  City,  and  I  rein- 
forced him  with  three  guns  of  Alexander's  Mary- 
land battery  and  the  Third  Regiment  Potomac 
Home  Brigade,  Maryland  Volunteers,  under  Col- 
onel Charles  Gilpin,  then  at  Monocacy  Junction. 
The  promptness  of  these  troops  soon  brought 
them  in  front  of  the  enemy,  who  were  occupying 
a  commanding  position  a  short  distance  west  of 
the  city.  The  action  soon  became  warm  and 
spirited,  continuing  some  five  hours,  the  enemy 
being  handsomely  repulsed  just  as  darkness 
came  upon  us.  The  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  was  brave,  gallant  and  creditable. 
Colonel  Gilpin  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clendenin 
conducted  themselves  in  the  most  gallant  man- 
ner, deserving  great  credit  for  their  skill  and 
efficiency  from  first  to  last.  These  officers 
speak  in  very  high  terms  of  the  officers  and 
men  under  them,  and  they  deserve  it  all.  Ilie 
three  ^ns  of  Alexander's  battery  were  served 
splendidly  under  the  command  of  Captain  Alex- 
ander, and  I  do  but  simple  justice  when  I  say 
that  Uie  officers  and  men  are  entitled  to  higa 
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esteem  and  admiration  for  their  skill  and  brave- 
ry exhibited  in  this  action. 

Receiving  information  that  the  enemy  were 
being  heavily  reinforced,  I  went  forward  with 
the  regiment  composed  of  companies  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-nintii  Ohio  National  Guard, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Brovm,  who  took  pos- 
session of  the  enenoy's  deserted  Knes  soon  ^ter 
daylight  Friday  morning.  The  most  of  Friday 
was  spent  in  cavalry  skirmishing  with  the  ene- 
my under  the  personal  direction  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Clendenin,  and  was  very  efficiently 
done.  I  continued  to  receive  reports  during 
the  dav  of  the  increasing  strength  of  the  ene- 
my, which  was  communicated  to  the  Command- 
ing General,  who  directed  me  to  fall  back  on 
Monocacy  Junction,  which  was  successfully 
done  during  the  night,  leaving  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-ninth  Ohio  National  Guard  to 
hold  the  stone  bridge  across  the  Monocacy  on 
the  National  or  Baltimore  pike. 

Saturday  morning  found  us  in  line  of  battle, 
my  command  formmg  the  right  of  the  line,  my 
left  resting  on  the  Bsdfimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  connecting  with  General  Ricketts,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Ohio  National  Guard 
and  three  companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-fourth  Ohio  National  Guard  holding  the 
extreme  right ;  Colonel  Gilpin's  Third  regunent 
Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Maryland  Volun- 
teers, and  three  companies  of  the  First 
Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  under 
Captain  Bam  ford,  extending  along  the  base  of 
the  hill,  holding  the  ford  between  the  stone 
bridge  and  junction ;  and  the  Eleventh  Mary- 
land, Colonel  Landstreet,  completing  my  line. 
The  enemy  appeared  directly  in  my  fiont  about 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  opened  on  us  with  artil- 
lery, and  attacked  in  considerable  force  our 
skmnish  line,  formed  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Monocacy,  and  composed  of  the  troops  of  the 
First  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  under 
command  of  Captain  Brown,  three  guns  of  Cap- 
tain Alexanders  battery  (three  having  been 
sent  to  General  Ricketts).  and  a  twenty-four- 
pound  howitzer  soon  checked  their  advancing 
tines,  and  the  action  in  my  front,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  sharpshooters'  and  skirmish  firing, 
was  an  artillery  fight.  This  at  times  was  quite 
spirited,  continuing  until  near  the  close  of  the 
action — we  maintaining  our  position  without 
serious  loss. 

The  conduct  of  Obtain  Brown,  of  the  First 
Maryland,  Potomac  Home  Brigade, and  his  com- 
mand, merit  special  notice;  they  successfully 
maintained  their  skirmish  line  agamst  a  superior 
force,  to  the  close,  and  resisted  several  chaises  of 
the  enemy.  Captain  Alexander,  with  his  officers 
and  men,  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
Berving  their  guns  with  great  coolness  and 
effect.  I  desire  particularly  to  call  the  Com- 
manding General's  attention  to  their  conduct 
during  the  three  days  we  were  in  front  of  the 
enemy. 

The  Hundred  and  Forfy^inth  Ohio,  and  three 


companies  of  the  Hundred  and  Forty-fonrfli 
Ohio  National  Guard,  under  Colonel  Brown, 
considering  their  inexj»erience,  behaved  weD, 
successfully  resisting  several  charges  of  tiie 
enemy.  Colonel  G  ilpin's  regiment,  with  the  three 
companies  of  the  First  Maryland,  Potomac  Home 
Bri^de,  that  were  assigned  him,  although  serv- 
ing in  detachments  along  an  extended  line,  folly 
sustained  the  enviable  reputation  they  had  won 
on  Thursday. 

The  Eleventh  Maryland  was  not  brought  mto 
action,  but  were  exposed  for  a  time  to  the 
artillery  fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  cavalry  was  placed  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clendenin,  who  wiD  fnr- 
nish  a  separate  report,  and  I  would  verv  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  fhe  Major-Cfeneral  to 
this  gallant  and  valuable  officer,  and  the  officers 
and  men  serving  under  him.  They  certainly 
acquitted  themselves  with  great  credit 

A  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  came  down 
upon  me  while  on  the  right  of  the  line  neur 
the  stone  bridge,  and  forced  me.  Captain  Webb 
and  Lieutenant  Goldsborough  of  my  stafi^  into 
the  woods,  surrounding  ns,  and  by  their  per- 
sistent watchfulness,  prevented  our  following 
the  column  for  nearly  tnree  days. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff.  Captain  W.  H 
Wiegel,  Captain  F.  J.  D.  Webb,  and  Lieutenants 
Goldsborough,  George  W.  Startzman  and  R.  E. 
Smith,  I  am  greatly  mdebted  for  their  untiring 
efforts  and  energy  during  the  whole  movement 
Captain  Weigle,  in  the  heat  of  the  CTigagement, 
took  command  of  the  twenty-four-pounder 
howitzer  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  serving  it 
with  marked  courage  and  ability,  and  with 
telling  effect  upon  the  enemy.  His  oondnct 
must  have  been  observed  by  the  Commanding 
General. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  as 
far  as  we  are  able  to  obtain  them  at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  Tyleb, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  OonuDUidia^ 

Saxukl  B.  Lawbbkob, 

Iieat«nan(-Ooloiialuid  A.  1.  O. 

BEPGRI  OF  liECTENANT-OOLONEL  CLENDBON. 

BAJJomam,  Mto.,  July  14,  IMt 

lAetdenmU'Cohnel  Samuel  B,  Lawrence  A.  A.  0: 
Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  fourth,  at  seven  o'clock 
p.  M.  with  two  hundred  and  thirty  officers  and 
men  of  the  Eighth  r^ment  Illinois  cavalry,  and 
arrived  at  Point  of  Rocks  at  two  o  dock  p.  m^ 
July  fifth,  where  I  found  Moseby  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery  and  abont  two  hundred  men 
posted  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac  ^  Dis- 
mounting one  half  of  my  command,  I  skirmisbed 
with  him  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  killing  one  of 
his  men.  and  woimding  two  others,  when  he  re- 
tired down  the  river.  He  fired  but  six  shot* 
from  his  artillery.    I  lost  no  men. 

Hearing  that  he  was  crossing  at  Nolan^  Ferry, 
I  moved  aown  and  drove  him  back  about  ten 
o'clock  p.  M.,  and  went  into  camp  for  three  hours ; 


:ru;^.vAK5-:vi^'- 


P>VT  iMA,T.  Gen  ALEX  S  AVEBB  USA 


IXKHTMENTS. 


621 
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Frederick  City  about  two  o'clock  a.  m.  on  liie 
nocning  of  the  ninth  of  Jaly.    I  arrived  at  Mo 
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their  horses  to  the  rear,  and  blocking  np  die 
road.    I  immediately  oedled  back  my  skirmish- 
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I  returned  to  Point  of  Rocks  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning,  and  sent  one  squadron  to  Berlin  and 
Sandy  Hook  to  protect  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  At  11:30  a.  m.  I  received  a  telegram 
from  General  Howe  to  repair  to  Frederick  and 
ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy  reported  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boonesboro.  Calling  in  mv  forces 
I  arrived  at  Frederick  at  eight  o'clock  p.  m., 
where  I  received  orders  to  report  in  person  to 
Maior-Cteneral  Wallace,  at  Monocacy  Junction, 
and  by  him  was  ordered  to  take  two  pieces  of 
Alexander's  batteiy  and  move  forward  by  the  way 
of  Middletown  and  find  the  enemy.  1  left  Frede- 
rick City  at  6:30  a.  il  July  fifth  and  met  the  en- 
emy's cavahry  in  equal  force  approachii^  from 
Middletown,  and  immediately  engaged  ana  drove 
them  back,  when  they  were  heavily  reiuforced, 
ind  I  retired  slowly  to  Catoctin  mountain  and 
placed  the  artillei^  in  position,  from  which  it 
was  able  to  shell  the  enemy's  skirmish-line  with 
effect  The  enemy  had  used  two  guns  of  longer 
ruige  and  heavier  metal  than  those  of  Alexan- 
ders battery,  but  we  had  the  advantage  in  po- 
sition. After  five  hours'  skirmishing,  me  enemy 
being  heavily  reinforced,  and  fiankine  me,  I 
was  compelled  to  fall  back  on  Frederick.  For 
&ree  hours  I  had  been  fighting  at  least  one 
thousand  men,  and  I  could  see  additional  rein- 
foroementa  moving  up  from  Middletown. 

The  enemy  pressed  me  closely  as  I  retired  on 
Frederick,  where  I  found  an  additional  gun  and 
ammunition.  Placing  the  guns  rapidly  in  posi- 
tion I  cleared  the  road  of  cavalry  and  opened 
on  the  head  of  the  approaching  column,  which 
feO  back  and  deployed  to  our  left,  bringing  up 
artillery  which  was  posted  south  of  the  Hagers- 
town  pike  in  a  commanding  position.  At  this 
time  Colonel  Gilpin  with  the  Third  Maryland  regi- 
ment, Potomac  Home  brigade,  came  up,  and 
being  senior  officer  took  conmiand  of  all  the 
forces.  I  moved  to  our  left,  and  with  my 
cavalry  dinnounted,  engaged  the  enemy,  fight- 
ing continually  until  onrk,  repukiug  them  ef- 
fectually. My  loss  this  dav  was  one  officer. 
Lieutenant  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded,  two 
men  killed,  and  seven  wounded.  The  enemy 
retired  to  Catoctin  mountain  during  the  night 
The  next  morning  1  sent  forward  a  portion  of 
my  regiment  to  find  the  enemy,  and  skirmished 
with  them  the  greater  part  of  flie  day,  repulsing 
several  charges  and  oriving  their  skirmishers 
into  the  mountain.  Captain  Lieb,  Fifth  Uni- 
ted States  caval^,  with  ninety-six  mounted 
infantry ;  Major  Wells,  First  New  York  veteran 
cavalry,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  cavalry 
of  various  regiments,  and  the  Independent  Lou- 
don Rangers  were  ordered  to  report  to  me  that 
<lay,  all  of  whom  I  had  supporting  the  men  of 
my  own  regiment  or  on  the  flanks  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  The  loss  in  the 
%hth  nninois  cavahry,  was  Captain  John  V. 
Moms,  one  man  kiHed,aiid  seven  men  wounded. 
The  infantry  having  fallen  back,  I  <»lled  in  my 
forces  covering  Ae  rear  of  the  column,  leaving 
Frederick  City  about  two  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the 
QoniiDg  of  the  ninth  of  July.     I  arrived  at  Mo  I 


nocacy  Junction,  via  Baltimore  turnpike,  about 
daylight  After  two  hours' rest  I  deployed  a 
squadron  (Eighth  Hlinois  cavalry)  on  the  George- 
town Pike  between  the  junction  and  Fi'ederick ; 
sent  Captain  Lieb  with  the  mounted  infantry  to 
hold  a  ford  above  the  bridge  where  ^e  Balti- 
more pike  crosses  the  Monocacy,  and  one  com- 
pany (Eighth  Illinois  cavahry,)  down  the  Mono- 
cacy, to  move  well  round  on  the  enemy's  right 
flank.  The  squadron  on  the  Georgetown  pike 
met  the  enemy's  skirmishers  withm  a  mile  of 
the  junction  and  held  them  in  check  until  com- 
pelled to  retire  before  vasdy  superior  numbers, 
which  they  did  in  good  order.  I  moved  with 
all  the  available  force  I  had  to  our  left,  where  I 
had  been  informed  the  enemv  were  making  dem- 
onstrations with  their  cavalry.  I  had  posted 
one  company  on  the  left  of  the  infantry  to  cover 
a  ford  across  the  Monooaoy,  and  was  down  be- 
tween the  river  and  the  road  to  Buckeystown, 
which  was  the  line  I  designed  taking  up,  when 
the  enemy  charged  across  the  river  with  a  bri- 
gade of  cavalry  upon  the  company  I  had  just 
posted.  Lieutenant  Corbit,  in  command  of  the 
company,  drove  the  advance  back,  and  for  a 
few  minutes  held  his  ground,  then  retired  in 

food  order  to  the  Buckeystown  road,  which  he 
eld  until  die  infantry  came  to  his  support  The 
enemy  dismounted  their  cavalry,  and  engaged 
the  left  of  our  infkntry.  During  this  time  I  was 
cut  ofif  from  the  main  body  of  our  forces,  hav- 
ing three  orderlies  with  me,  and  directly  in 
rear  of  the  rebel  cavalry.  TVo  squadrons  of 
my  regiment  were  also  cut  off,  but  further  down 
the  river.  One  squadron  I  directed  to  accom- 
plish the  work  of  destroying  bridges  and  ob- 
structions crossing  over  the  Monocacy  and 
making  circuit  of  the  enemy's  right  to  join  me 
on  the  Georgetown  pike,  near  Monocacy  Junc- 
tion ;  the  other  squadron  I  brought  around  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  took  a  position  on  the  left  of 
the  infiemtry.  During  this  time  I  had  scouts  and 
patrols  on  the  Georgetown  pike  as  far  as  Ur- 
bana,  and  fifty  men  ^f  Major  Wells'  command 
at  the  latter  place,  patroling  toward  Buckeys- 
town. 

When  the  rebel  infiaitry  charged  upon  our 
left,  and  our  forces  had  fallen  back,  I  retired 
toward  Urbana,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  They  pressed  me  closely  and  made 
several  charges.  At  Urbana  the  Seventeenth 
Virginia  cavahj  charged  me  with  desperation, 
but  were  repulsed  wiUi  the  loss  of  their  colors, 
their  major,  color-bearer,  and  several  men  kill- 
ed and  a  number  wounded.  The  force  pursuing 
me  was  McCausland's  brigade. 

I  had  eighty  (80)  men  of  my  own  regiment 
and  thirty-five  (35)  men  of  StahFs  cavahy  I 
could  not  bring  into  action,  and  ordered  them 
to  the  rear  to  enable  me  to  keep  a  clear  road  in 
my  rear.  Deploying  my  eighty  naen  as  skir- 
mishers, and  malong  a  show  of  having  received 
reinforcements,  the  enemy  dismounted  their  ad- 
vance regiment  to  fight  me  on  foot,  sending 
their  horses  to  the  rear,  and  blocking  up  die 
road.    I  immediately  called  back  my  skinnishr 
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era  over  a  hill,  and  fell  back  to  Monrovia,  where 
I  found  trains  loaded  with  wounded  and  strag- 
glers moving  oflf.  Crossing  to  the  Baltimore 
turnpike  I  covered  the  rear  of  our  retreating 
forces  until  they  arrived  at  Ellicott's  MiUs.  My 
loss  this  day  was  one  man  killed — ^Lieutenant  J. 
A.  Kinley — and  five  men  wounded. 

Companies  C  and  I,  Eighth  Dlinois  cavalry, 
Captain  Wells  commanding,  were  entirely  cut 
off,  and  fell  back  on  Washington.  Captain 
Lieb's  men  behaved  well,  and  fell  back  in  good 
order  from  our  extreme  right,  forming  part  of 
the  rear  guard. 

The  Loudon  Bangers  are  worthless  as  cav- 
alry. 

I  am,  su:,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  R.  CLEin>ENi!r, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  ORvaliy. 
Samuel  B.  Lawrence, 

Lieuten&nt-Colonel  and  A.  A.  O. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  F.  W.  ALEXANDER. 

Camp  No.  24,  BALnxoni  BiTTotT  Lnrt  Ajcehxry,  ) 
Near  Baltimore,  July  13, 1804.  J 

Samud  B,  Lawrence,  A,  A.  O.,  Eighth  Army 

Corps: 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  orders,  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  make  the  following  statement  regarding 
the  fight  at  Frederick  and  the  battle  of  Mono- 
cacy.  At  one  a.  m.  Thursday,  seventh,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  to  send  a  section  to  Frederick 
to  report  to  Lieutenant^lonel  Clendenin, 
Eighth  Illinois  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Leary  of 
the  battery  reported  at  half-past  four  a.  m.  with 
his  section  at  Frederick  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clendenin,  and  advanced  at  six  a.  m,  along  the 
road  leading  westwardly  to  Middletown.  The 
enemv  were  encountered  two  miles  this  side  of 
Middletown,  and  the  section  gradually  retired 
toward  Frederick.  At  eleven  a.  m.  of  the  same 
day,  I  received  orders  to  go  to  Lieutenant  Lea- 
ry's  assisiance  with  another  gun  and  ammuni- 
tion. I  met  them  at  half-past  twelve  p.  m.,  and 
with  Colonel  Clendenin  formed  a  line  of  defence 
on  the  edge  of  the  town.  The  enemy  opened 
on  us  with  three  guns  about  four  p.  m.  About 
six  p.  M.  we  dismounted  one  gun  and  began  to 
silence  their  artillery  fire.  Shortly  before  dark 
Colonel  Gilpin,  who,  on  his  arrival,  had  assumed 
command,  charged  and  forced  back  the  rebels, 
and  they  appeared  no  more  that  night 

On  Friday,  eighth,  the  battery  was  filled  by  the 
arrival  of  the  remaining  three  pieces  at  nine 
A.  M.  No  engagement  took  place,  except  slight 
skirmishing  on  the  Middletown  road,  but  the 
battery  was  constantly  on  the  move  until  four 
A.  M.,  Saturday,  ninth,  when  it  returned  to  the 
Monacacv  somewhat  short  of  ammunition,  as  the 
fire  on  Thursday  had  been  continuous  all  day. 
On  Saturday,  ninth,  at  nine  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered 
to  place  three  guns  on  the  hill  beyond  Monoo- 
acy,  toward  frederick,  and  commenced  firing 
on  the  enemy  as  thev  advanced  on  both  sides 
of  the  pike  from  Frederick.  They  soon  returned 
with  artillery,  but  with  little  effect    Finding 


this,  they  proceeded  around  toward  the  left  of 
our  position,  where  the  ground  gradually  roee 
in  the  distance,  while  on  our  side  it  sloped 
away.  The  other  three  guns  were  then  pkeed 
on  the  hill  on  this  side  of  the  Monocacy,  so  as  to 
meet  their  movement  to  our  l^Ft  The  eoemj 
brought^  as  nearly  as  I  can  judge,  about  six- 
teen guns  to  bear  on  us,  but  owing  to  the  ad- 
vant^es  of  the  ground^  and  the  infantry  pre- 
venting them  from  gaining  ground  to  our  left, 
where  they  could  have  commanded  tiie  battery, 
did  but  little  damage,  though  some  of  ^eu* 
guns  were  of  heavier  calibre.  (The  guns  of  flie 
battery  are  three-inch  rifle.)  When  more  gm» 
of  the  enemy  began  to  appear  on  our  left,  with 
infantry,  I  moved  two  more  guns  from  the  hill 
on  the  right  to  the  hill  on  our  left  FinaDy, 
about  three  p.  m.  our  troops  made  a  chaige,  and 
drove  them  back,  and  tiiey  then  uncover^  fhnr 
forces  and  came  on  in  about  three  lines,  and 
forced  our  troops  to  retreat  Our  ammunitioD 
almost  gave  out  about  four  p.  m.,  but  the  |mii 
were  kept  in  position  until  the  order  was  given 
from  Greneral  Ricketts  to  retire  by  the  Baltimore 
road.  We  moved  out  along  the  rmul  whidh  led 
to  the  Baltimore  pike  at  a  walk,  and  I  was  or- 
dered by  General  Wallace,  at  New  Market,  to 
proceed  along  the  road  to  Baltimore.  Two  of 
the  guns  were  left  in  the  rear  to  assist  in  guard- 
ing the  colunm,  though  with  little  ammunitioa 
left,  and  joined  the  battery  at  Ellicotf  s  Mills  at 
eleven  a.  m.,  Sunday,  July  tenth,  when  I  moved 
to  Baltimore,  as  ordered,  for  ammunition  and 
supplies.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battery,  viz.: 
Lieutenant  Evans,  Lieutenant  Leary,  and  lieu- 
tenant Halt  Lieutenant  Alexander  was  absent 
as  Acting  Assistant  Adiutant-Gkneral  on 
General  Kenly's  8ta£  My  loss  was  four 
men  wounded  and  five  horses  killed,  one 
caisson  body  (empty^  and  the  body  of  the 
battery  wagon  left  behind  in  order  to  attach 
a  twenty-four  pounder  howitzer,  which  did 
not  belong  to  the  battenr,  to  the  limber.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  it  wdXeXy  to  Baltimore,  as  also 
a  mountain  howiteer,  which  had  been  used  to 
defend  the  Monocacy  bridge. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vanty 

F.  W.   AuSXAlfDlB, 
Orwnmanding  Baltimore  Battery  of  Light  ArtJB«7« 

BEPOBT  or  CAPTAIN  BDWABD  H.  UXB, 

BAxaifoss,  Jttly  18, 1804. 

Gekeral — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
left  with  my  command  of  mounted  mCantiy  on 
the  sixth  instant  for  Monocacy  Junction.  I 
arrived  and  reported  to  General  Tyler,  who  im- 
mediately ordered  me  to  move  to  the  front  and 
report  to  Colonel  Gilpin  of  the  Third  Potomac 
Home  Brigade.  I  reported  to  him  and  was  or- 
dered to  support  Alexander's  battery  of  artil- 
lery. About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  I  was  spin 
ordered  to  move  to  the  Monocacy  pike  brid^ 
and  hold  it  On  the  eighth  I  was  ordered  again 
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to  the  firont,  with  my  command,  to  report  to 
lieatenaDt-Cktlonel  Glendenin  of  the  Eighth  Il- 
linois cavaky.  He  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  ex- 
treme ^iit,  and  turn  out  my  men,  which  I  did.  I 
remained  in  position  all  day ;  at  dusk  I  was 
relieved  hy  a  regiment  of  the  Sixth  corps,  with 
orders  to  feed  my  horses,  and  procure  rations 
for  my  men.  I  met  General  Tyler  on  the  road, 
who  ordered  me  to  move  out  on  the  Buckeys- 
town  road  and  feel  the  enemy.  I  moved  out 
about  Ave  (5)  miles,  and  was  moving  on  when  I 
was  ordered  oack  to  Frederick.  I  arrived  there 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Eighth  Illinois  cavahy,  brought  up 
the  rear  guard  to  the  Monocacy  junction ;  from 
tbere  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  the  Monocacy 
river  one  mile,  to  the  Baltimore  pike  bridge,  to 
a  ford  and  hold  it  I  was  also  requested  to  as- 
sist the  Colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio,  one  hundred  (100)  days*  men,  to 
hold  the  bridge.  I  arrived  at  the  ford  apd  drove 
&e  rebels  off,  placed  my  men  in  position,  and 
then  returned  to  assist  the  Colonel  to  hold  his 
position,  which,  at  that  time,  was  being  hard 
pressed.  The  rebels  made  a  charge  on  the  left 
of  the  line,  and  drove  the  left  in,  within  one 
hundred  jrards  of  the  bridge.  I  immediately 
rode  up  and  raUied  the  men,  and  drove  the  ene- 
my back,  captured  some  prisoners,  and  retook 
the  old  CTOund.  I  then  assisted  Colonel  Brown 
to  establish  the  line,  and  he  threw  his  whole 
force  over.  The  position  was  a  very  good  one  ; 
the  enemy  tried  bard  to  take  it,  but  at  every 
point  were  driven  back;  m^  men  on  the  ex- 
treme left  held  their  position,  and  were  not 
troubled  by  the  enemy.  I  relieved  all  my 
mounted  men  and  placed  a  company  of  the  One 
Hmidred  and  Forfy-ninth  Ohio  in  their  old  po- 
sition ;  took  my  conomand  to  the  bridge  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  it  until  our  forces  fell  back 
on  the  Baltimore  pike.  General  Tyler  requested 
me  to  draw  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth 
Ohio  over  the  Monocacy  bridge,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  reported  the  intention  of  the  Gen- 
eral to  Colonel  Brown,  and  started  to  carry  out 
the  order.  The  men  commenced  moving  to  the 
bridge,  and  were  crossing ;  the  enemy  arrived 
in  force  on  the  opposite  side,  and  attacked  our 
men  on  the  left  flank.  I  pushed  all  the  men 
over  I  could,  and  when  I  started  to  cross  I 
found  the  rebels  in  strong  force  in  my  front ; 
and  when  I  started  to  move  to  the  rear,  found  it 
impossible  to  move  in  that  direction. 

The  rebels  were  coming  in  rear  and  on  all 
flanks ;  the  way  open  was  up  the  river,  and  I 
started  in  that  direction,  the  rebels  dosing  in  in 
aD  directions.  I  could  not  strike  the  ford,  and 
was  compeDed  to  ride  my  horse  down  a  very 
steq>  blim  into  the  river.  I  crossed  the  river, 
ind  directed  the  officer  commanding  a  company 
of  ttie  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Ohio  in 
what  direction  to  move.  He  commenced  mov- 
ing before  I  left  and  I  have  since  been  informed 
&at  he  is  now  in  the  city  with  his  command. 
I  started  to  the  point  where  I  had  left  my  men 
to  oover  my  crossing  over  the  bridge,  but  found 


an  had  gone,  and  the  rebels  in  possession  of  the 
ground.  I  met  a  few  men  of  the  Eighth  lUinois 
cavalry,  and  took  to  the  woods  at  twelve  (12) 
o'clock  at  night  I  arrived  on  the  Baltimore 
pike  two  (2)  miles  this  side  of  New  Market,  and 
found  that  Uie  enemy  had  not  been  on  the  road 
further  than  New  Market  I  brought  up  the 
rear  guard,  with  eight  men,  to  one  mile  on  the 
other  side  of  Ridgeville,  and  there  met  my  com- 
mand. I  report^  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clen- 
denin  for  orders ;  he  ordered  me  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  himself  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
our  forces.  I  must  here  state  that  Captain  Allen, 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  Ohio,  mount- 
ed infantry,  repelled  the  rebel  cavalry,  killing 
six  (6)  and  wounding  quite  a  number.  The  ene- 
my did  not  follow  after  he  drove  them  back. 
At  Ellicott's  Mills  I  threw  out  pickets  and  re- 
mained under  General  Ricketts'  orders.  I  sent 
out  small  parties  to  scout  the  country  to  the 
right,  rear,  and  left,  and  drove  the  rebel  cavalrv 
back  on  the  different  roads.  I  sent  Captain  Al- 
len out  on  the  Elysville  road  six  miles.  He 
came  up  in  the  rear  of  a  few  rebel  cavalrymen, 
killed  two,  and  wounded  the  officers  in  com- 
mand. All  that  could  be  found  on  my  flank  were 
a  few  rebel  cavahrv.  On  Monday  evening,  the 
eleventh,  I  was  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear  of 
General  Ricketts*  division,  and  move  to  Balti- 
more on  the  pike.  I  arrived  in  the  city  about 
seven  (7)  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  immediately 
reported  to  the  commanding  officer  for  orders, 
and  was  ordered  to  go  into  Camp  Carroll,  and 
rest  my  men  and  horses. 

In  conclusion  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  Cap- 
tain Allen  did  all  in  his  power  to  assist  me  m 
carrying  out  my  orders.  All  the  orders  I  gave 
he  promptly  carried  out,  and  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  mounted 
men  under  my  command  did  well,  more  than  I 
expected  from  men  that  have  been  in  the  service 
so  short  a  time,  and  not  used  to  riding.  The 
whole  time  I  was  absent  I  could  not  find  time 
to  procure  forage  for  my  horses,  and  rations  for 
my  men.  Not  a  man  complained,  aU  stood  the 
hard  marches  like  faithful  soldiers,  and  in  battle 
I  cannot  find  fault  with  one  of  my  men ;  all  did 
welL 

I  arrived  in  the  city  with  sixty-six  (66)  men ;  I 
left  with  ninety-eight  (98)  privates  and  two  offi- 
cers; since  that  time  all  had  returned  except 
ten  ;  a  few  of  my  horses  were  shot,  and  I  could 
not  bring  them  off  the  field  with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

EnwARn  H.  Lieb. 

Oapt&in  Fifth  U.  a  Cbyalrj. 

Samitel  B.  Lawbvnob, 

UtuteQAat-OolQiMl  and  A.  A.  O. 

GasuaUiesin  the  First  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
E,  B,  Tyler. 

THIBD  REOT.,  POTOMAC  HOME  BRIOADB,  MD.  VOLS. 

Company  A — Missing — Privates  James  Ten- 
nant,  George  C.  Wilcher,  Peter  Conroy,  Zacha- 
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riah  Loman^  Lloyd  8.  Buckingham,  John  T.  (ha- 
nell,  Patrick  Daily,  Edward  Cromer,  John  Somer- 
ville,  Thomas  H.  Russell,  and  CJorponJ  William 
Uphold. 

Company  B — ^Wounded — Abraham  Powell 
Missing — Corporals  Lewis  Hampton,  Josiah  K. 
Cooper;  Privates  William  Bishop,  Frederick 
Devilliss,  John  Foreback,  Frederick  Hessner,  B. 
M.  Powell,  and  David  Sinmions. 

Company  C — Wounded— Corporal  Jas.  Hol- 
stead ;  Private  James  W.  Rice.  Missing — ^Pri- 
vate James  H.  D.  Biderman. 

Company  D — Missing — Privates  Henry  Series, 
Alfred  Sisler,  and  J.  J.  Johnson. 

Company  B — Killed — Corporal  J.  D.  Barker. 
Missing — Privates  George  J.  Siess,  Christian 
Day  huff,  James  HutzelL 

Company  F — Wounded — Privates  J.  W.  Cun- 
kelton,  George  W.  Springer.  Captured — Ser- 
geant Michael  Buffer,  Corporal  G.  W.  Barb^ 
(Paroled,  Private  Daniel  Grey).  Missing — John 
bonohue,  Lewis  Peters,  Ezra  T.  Reese,  Martin 
Brenanan,  Reuben  Myers,  and  John  Carson. 
(The  last  named  not  in  either  engagement,  as  he 
went  to  the  rear  upon  the  appearance  of  dan- 
ger.) 

Company  G — ^Wounded — Privates  J.  Baker, 
J.  Clabaugh,  J.  B.  Fike,  Charles  Mason,  D.  McAl- 
lister, J.  E.  Shipway,  Samuel  Yeats.  Missing — 
J.  Cook,  G.  Grouse,  M.  Donovan,  E.  Fike,  A. 
Kayser,  W.  Lugenbeel,  H.  Mugness,  A.  McLean, 
G.  W.  Nails,  S.  Slagman,  J.  Sledding,  and  Cap- 
tain C.  B.  McCoy. 

Company  I — Wounded — ^First  Sergeant  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  supposed  to  be  wounded  and  pris- 
oner, John  A.  Pierce,  Abraham  Humble.  Miss- 
ing—Jacob  E.  Thomas,  Edward  Herman,  George 
W.  Hileman,  John  Nagle,  and  Ephraim  Speck. 

Company  K — Wounded — ^Privates  John  Cass- 
ner,  Andrew  Mobley,  D.  A.  Barney.  Missing — 
Jacob  Barney,  Charles  Phelas,  Jacob  Renger, 
Georee  Whalen,  Corporal  David  Graham,  Pri- 
vate Ijcwis  Becan. 


DBTAOHVSNT  FIBST  BBQT.  P.  H.  B.,  MD.  VOLS. 

Company  B — ^Wounded — ^Privates  Adam  Best* 
G.  A.  Zahn,  G.  W.  Pool  Missing— Sergeants 
G.  E.  Ramsberg,  D.  J.  Zarlon,  Corporal  J.  A. 
Wagner,  Privates  R.  C.  Balsell,  James  D.  Keller, 
R  M.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Smith,  U.  H.  Tingling, 
Andrew  Teakle. 

Company  G— Captured— Corporal  Henry  Nafe, 
Privates  Rufus  P.  Burner,  G.  G.  Brane,  Garded 
Luttman.  Missing — James  Irvin,  G.  W.  Gatlen, 
Georee  W.  Goodwin,  Ephraim  Stonesifer, 
Hezekiah  Shelling,  Henry  Taylor,  James  Young. 

Company  C — Misttng— Sergeant  J.  R.  Poffen- 
berger.  Privates  Martin  Glass,  Henry  R.  Haines, 
George  W.  Palmer. 

Company  K — Wounded— James  Fisher,  Wil- 
liam Harris,  Frederick  Lutz,  John  H.  Weldy. 
Missing — ^Thomas  Brown,  Thomas  P.  Collins, 
Nicholas  Servems,  Gotleib  Siedel,  G.  Hamilton 
Smith. 


149th  bbgiment  obio  xational  guibd. 
The  medical  officer  on  duty  with  this  regi- 
ment, including  Dr.  Bumison  of  the  ^eventii 
Maryland,  togeuier  with  the  killed  and  wooiuied 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No  report 
has  yet  been  received  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer. 

BLEYENTH  XABTLAND  VOLUNTBBBS  (lOLITU). 

Wounded— John  Fade,  Company  A  (kg), 
Thomas  Woodfield,  Company  C  (hip).  It  is  m- 
lieved  that^the  largest  part  of  ttioee  heretofore 
reported  as  killed  and  wounded  will  yet  turn 
out  as  prisoners  or  stragglers. 

Alexander's    battery    lost    three    (3)   meo 
wounded,  names  not  yet  ascertained. 
Samubl  B.  Lawbbngb, 

Lieatanaat-Ooloael  and  A.  A.  e. 

REPOBT  <V  a  B.  JOHNSQH. 
BALnxoBB,  J11I7 18, 1864—11  o*c]ook  A.  ■. 

Gbnebal — ^I  was  in  the  rebel  lines  at  Monoo- 
acy  and  Frederick  during  Saturday  and  Sunday 
last  The  entire  corps  of  Ewell  and  Breddn- 
ridge  were  there,  estimated  to  be  twenty-fire  or 
thirty  thousand  (25,000  or  30,000)  strong.  They 
had  beside  a  large  cavalry  force,  say  five  or  six 
thousand  (5,000  or  6,000).  They  were  well  sop- 
lied  with  artillery  and  stores.  The  main  hodj 
left  Monocacy  Sunday  morning,  and  a  strong 
rear  guard  len;  at  twelve  m.,  or  one  p.  m.  They 
marched  down  the  Georgetown  pike.  I  w 
heard  of  them  at  HyattsvSle,  on  uat  pike.  It 
was  said  that  they  were  making  for  Edwards*  and 
Nolan's  ferries.  A  Union  cavalry  force  from 
Hunter's  command  entered  Frederick  as  the 
rebels  left  it.  The  rebels*  rear  guard  left  pre- 
cipitately, being  under  the  impression  tiiat 
Hunter's  main  force  was  approacfamg.  When  I 
left  Frederick  at  twelve  m.  yestenmy,  Hmiter 
was  said  to  be  at  Martinsburg,  with  a  part  of 
his  force.  The  railroad  is  intact  this  side  of 
Monocacy.  I  came  down  the  pike,  which  is  now 
unobstructed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiolly 
yours,  G.  K.  Johhsoh, 

Medfcallnspecttr,  U. &  A 
Major-Gkneral  Obd. 

BKPCffiT  OP  OOUOfStL  A.  U  BROWK 

HiADQUAiriBU!  On  Hxnamm  urn  roarr-mm  Raonm, ) 
Omo  NinoKAL  OvAsn,  Haluowm,  Va.,  Aug.  T,  18*4.    > 

lAeuiencmt-Cc^onel  Samud  B,  Lawrence,  A.  A,  0^ 

Eiglah  Army  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  foDowing  ts 
the  losses  of  my  oommand  at  the  batfle  of 
Monocacy,  July  9, 1864 : 


Ssm  OoMFANm  On  HmnysD  axd 

FOBTT'lOlfTS. 

OoaaamKmMb 

OmCBB. 

BnJDO 
Mn. 

Killed 

*8 

4 

Wounded. 

IS 

Miming 

114 

Total 

» 

IM 

DOCCIIENTB. 


«S5 


DBAOBMOT  OjnHuXDBID  AHD  FOBTT- 
fOVBTB— TteB  GOMPijmi. 

GomoaRovBD 
Qfnona. 

Enlbrd 

Xfltod « 

Woanded 

1 

10 

MMitf..... 

20 

ToUI 

2 

82 

Of  the  miBsiiig  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
ninth  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  in- 
cluding the  three  commiBsioned  officers,  have 
been  heard  from,  some  having  made  their  escape, 
tnd  others  reported  to  different  posts,  making 
my  loss  about  sixty-seven  men,  in  missing.  C^ 
the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth,  one  man 
wounded  has  since  died. 


BecapUulaHan. 

Omona. 

Mv. 

4 
1 

KOkd 

« 

Mninc 

Woanded 

20 

VoQBded 

Hissing 

204 

ToUl 

TbUI 

6 

280 

Since  heard  from,  three  commissioned  officers, 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  enlisted  men. 

Active  duty  in  the  field  and  sudden  and  fire- 
quent  changes  of  position,  have  made  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  get  accurate  returns.  This  report 
is  as  nearly  correct  as  I  can  get  under  the  cir- 
cumstanoes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel,  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A*  L.  Bbowh, 
Oolonel  One  Hondred  ud  Fortj-NlnUi  Ohio  NftUoiMa  Govd. 

List  of  CimimisHoned  Officers  Missing  from 

One  Hundred  and  Fortymnth  Begiment  Ohio 

NaHoncH  Qucard, 

Captain  Charles  W.  McGinnis,  Company  C. 

First  Lieutenant  George  H.  Bowers,  Com- 
pany G.  ♦ 

Second  Lieutenant  St  Clair  Pittzer,  Com- 
pany G. 

List  of  Commissioned  Officers   Wounded  and 

Missing  One  Hundred  and  Fortyfoiaih  Ohio 

yational  Guard 

Captain  John  McKee,  Company  L  wounded. 

Lieutenant  George  Weddell,  Company  I, 
prisoner. 

DAMUBL  B.  LaWSBVCB, 

LleateBant-OokNMl  nd  A.  A.  a 


CasuaUies  in  the  Third  Begiment  Potomac  Home  Brigade^  Man/land  Volunteers^  at  the  Battle  qf 
Monocaey  Junction^  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroadt  Man/lcmd,  July  9th,  1864. 


Siinoir. 

Co. 

KnuD. 

WOCVDB). 

IfnBDfO. 

GlPTUSBD. 

Bbmaeks. 

MoooeMT  Jonctkn 

a            «            I..., 

Mouorla 

A 
B 
0 
D 

E 
F 

e 

H 
1 
K 

*i 
'2  . 

8 

*j 

*8 
2 

*• 

Buttoned  St  base  of  mountain,  north  of  railroed. 
Afterward  died,  skirmishing  on  Mooooac7  river. 

Supporting  Alexander's  Battery,  north  of  r»ilroad 
river  ford ,  one  mile  north  of  nulroad. 

'  Buttoned  at  blockhouse,  north  of  railroad,  supported 

howitxer  sldrmlshing  on  rtver. 

Bopporting  battery  north  of  railroad,  not  engafed. 

Mounted  as  soooU. 

Supporting  section  of  AlexandwVi  battery   east  of 

Ifonocacy,  north  of  raUroad,  skirmtshtng  on  river. 

MoMcsej  Janctkn 

Mai 

1 

7 

10 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  list  of  casualties  in  the  Third  regiment,  Potomac  Home 
Br%ade,  Maryland  Volunteers,  atUie  Battle  of  Monocacy  Junction,  June  9th  1864. 

Chas.  Gilpin, 
Ookmel  Third  MaryUnd  Volunteer!,  Fotomaff  Home  Brigade. 
Saml.  B.  Lawkenoi, 

LleuUnant-Oolooel  and  A.  A.  G. 


CasualHes  of  the  First  Maryland  Begiment,  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  at  the  Battle  of  the  Monocacy, 

July  9th,  1864. 


Nam  ■■. 


Bask. 


Q>. 


BlMAEKS. 


€Meon  L.  Wihner 

VtakA.Hall 

TmkU,rord 

E^faratm  Btoneslfer 

Vol.  XI— Doa       ^ 


Private. 
Corporal, 
Privato. 


0 
C 
0 
6 
O 


Killed  bv  a  musket  baU  through  the 

Wounded,  left  ear  shot  oft 

Captured. 

Wounded  in  right  hand. 

captured. 
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Namb. 

Rave. 

Coi 

BlMJlSK*. 

OMTge  W.  Ooowin 

Private 

G 

H 
H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K 
K     < 

Captured. 

Wounded  slighUf  in  the  arm. 
Wounded  in  face  and  lee. 
BligfaUy  woonded  and  mtetaf. 

H.a  SelbS 

Sergeant 

J.W.  Nicholson 

Mnslclan 

Martin  Glaus 

Private 

Wm.  8.  Bamford 

u 

James  Onnningham , 

u 

Woonded  in  hip. 

John  Caddy.. r ..»,,. 

Woonded  allgfaUy. 

Charliv  J.  Brown 

Wounded  slightly,  In  arm. 

Wounded  through  the*  left  breML  Barta^f. 
Wounded  on  shoulder  and  gide. 

William  Harris 

Private 

u 

JohnH.  Welch 

<i 

Jamw  Fi*»her 

u             

Shot  through  the  neok. 
Captured. 

Joterfi  Maloney 

u 

John  Craft.../. 

Captured. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  list  of  casualties  of  Ihe  First  Marykoid  B^iment  PotoniAC 
Home  Brigade,  at  the  Battle  of  Monocacj,  July^Oth,  1864. 

Chaelbs  J.  Bbowh, 

Qai^ain  Commanding  Detachmvii 

Flnt  Maiyland  Regimen^  Potomao  EoiDe  Brigadu 

Saml.  B.  Lawrencb, 

lieutenant-Colonel  and  1.  A.  O. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CHARUES  J.   BROWN. 
HsiDQUAKnn  Fon  WoamuHiioy,  July  tO,  1864. 
Ck^^n  R,  H.  Offley,  AssiikaU  AdfjvkmUQenercd, 

Vef&ices  of  EaUifMre. 

Captain— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  my  command  at  the  battle 
of  Monocacy.  My  two  companies,  "C"  and 
**  K»"  First  Maryland  regiment,  Potomac  Home 
Brigade,  were  occupying,  at  the  commencement 
of  uie  fight,  the  block-house  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Monocacy,  which  I,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  General  Commanding,  evacuated  and 
burned.  I  was  then  ordered  to  hold  the  bridge 
over  the  railroad  on  the  Georgetown  pike,  one 
company  of  the  Tenth  Vermont  Infantir  and 
one  company  of  the  Ninth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery  being  added  to  my  command.  This 
position  I  heM  until  the  left  of  our  army  fell 
iMtck,  when,  having  received  a  discretionary 
order  to  fall  back  while  I  could  do  so  with  eafe^, 
I  left  my  position,  fell  back  across  the  railroad 


bridge,  and  occupied  the  rifle-pitB  on  theetit 
side  of  the  Monocacy,  covering  the  retreat  of 
our  army  for  a  short  time,  and  then  foDowipg 
the  line  of  march  until  iny  command  wis  in- 
creased by  companies  B,  G  and  H,  First  Mary- 
land, Potomac  Home  Brigade,  being  added 
to  it  at  EUicott's  Mills,  where  I  was  nirnisbed 
transportation  to  Baltimore  Sunday,  July  tenth, 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Gilpin,  coin- 
roanding  First  Separate  Brigade,  Colonel  GOpin 
being  in  command  of  Fort  Worthington. 

On  Wednesday,  July  thirteen.  Colonel  Gilpin 
bein^  ordered  elsewhere,  I  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  fort,  which  I  now  occupy  with 
companies  B,  C,  G,  H,  and  K  of  the  First  Miiy^ 
land  regiment,  Potomac  Home  Brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Charles  J.  Bbown, 
Captain  Commanding  First  Marylaiid, 
Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Detached  InflMliy. 

Samuel  B.  Lawrence, 

Lleutenant-Cblonei  and  A.  A.  O. 


RepoH  of  CasucHHes  in  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  for  July  9th,  1864. 


CoaaaaD. 


KnxKD. 


WOUSDB). 


General  Staff. 

First  Brigade 

Seoood  Brigade 

Total 


02 


266 


1 
24S 
907 


429 
616 


4S2 
S22 


1 

748 
9U 


iCqttain   Adam  EL  Dag, 
^       A.   A.  Q.«  nerentr 


U 


78 


80 


481 


6U 


10 


1044 


1064     1066 


Saul.  B.  Lawbencb, 

Ueatenant-ColoMlaiid  A.  A.  O. 


Jambs  B.  Rionns, 

Brigadier -Oeoiral  ( 
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Doc.  109. 

8UBREin>EB  OF  GENEBAL  JOEKSTOK. 

1IAJQEU3ENERAL  SHERMAN'S  REPORT. 

BiAoquAKms  Miutikt  Dmnov  or  m  UmsoBtm.  \ 
In  the  Field,  City  Point,  VirginiA,  May  9, 1805.     / 

General — Mj  last  official  report  brought  the 
history  of  events,  as  connected  with  the  armies 
in  &e  field  subject  to  my  immediate  command, 
down  to  the  first  of  April,  when  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  Major-€reneral  J.  M.  Schofield  command- 
ii^,  lay  at  Goldsboro',  with  detachments  dis- 
tnbnted  so  as  to  secure  and  cover  our  routes 
of  communication  and  supply  back  to  the  sea  at 
Wilmington  and  Morehead  City ;  Major-General 
A.  H.  Terry,  with  the  Tenth  corps,  being  at 
Faiflon's  depot;  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Major-Genejnal  0.  0.  Howard  commanding,  was 
encamped  to  the  right  and  front  of  Goldsboro', 
and  the  Army  of  Georgia,  Major-Gteneral  H.  W. 
Slocmn  commanding,  to  its  left  and  front ;  the 
cavalry,  Brevet-Major-General  J.  Kilpatrick  com- 
manding, at  Mount  Olive.  All  were  busy  in  re- 
pairing the  wear  and  tear  of  our  then  recent 
and  hard  march  from  Savannah,  or  in  replenish- 
ing clothing  and  stores  necessary  for  a  further 
progress. 

I  had  previously,  by  letter  and  in  person, 
notified  the  Lieutenant-GeAeral  commanding 
^e  armies  of  the  United  States  that  the  tenth 
of  April  would  be  the  earliest  possible  moment 
at  which  I  could  hope  to  have  all  things  in 
readiness,  and  we  were  compelled  to  use  our 
lailroads  to  the  very  highest  possible  limit  in 
order  to  fulfil  that  promise.  Owing  to  a  mis- 
take in  the  railroad  department  in  sending  loco- 
motives and  cars  of  the  five-foot  gauge,  we 
were  limited  to  the  use  of  the  few  locomotives 
and  cars  of  the  four-footroight-and-a-half-inch 
gauge  already  in  North  Carolina,  with  such  of 
the  old  stock  as  was  captured  by  Major-General 
Terry  at  Wilmington,  and  on  his  way  up  to 
Goldsboro'.  Yet  such  judicious  use  was  made 
of  these,  and  such  industry  displayed  in  the 
railroad  management  by  Generals  Easton  and 
Beckwitii,  ana  Colonel  Wright  and  Mr.  Van 
Dyne,  that  by  the  tenth  of  April  our  men  were 
all  reclad,  the  wagons  reloaded,  and  a  fair 
amount  of  forage  accumulated  ahead. 

In  the  meantime  Major-General  George  Stone- 
man,  in  command  of  a  division  of  cavsSry  oper- 
ating from  East  Tennessee  in  connection  with 
Major-General  George  H.  Thomas,  in  pursuance 
of  my  orders  of  January  twenty-one,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  had  reached 
the  railroad  about  Greensboro',  North  Carolina, 
and  had  made  sad  havoc  with  it,  and  had  push- 
ed along  it  to  Salisbury,  destroying  en  rotUe 
bridges,  culverts,  depots,  and  all  kinds  of  rebel 
fuppiies,  and  had  extended  the  break  in  the 
railroad  down  to  the  Catawba  bridge. 

This  was  fatal  to  the  hostile  armies  of  Lee 
and  Johnston,  who  depended  on  that  road  for 
supplies  And  as  their  ultimate  line  of  retreat 
Major-€reneral  J.  H.  Wilson,  also  in  command 


of  the  cavalry  corps  organized  by  himself  un- 
der Special  Field  Orders  No.  — ,  of  October 
twentr-four,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  at  GaylesviUe,  Alalmma,  had  started 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Decatur  and  Florence, 
Alabama,  aiM  moved  straight  into  the  heart  of 
Alabama,  oh  a  route  prescribed  for  General 
Thomas  after  he  had  defeated  General  Hood  at 
Nashville  Tennessee ;  but  the  roads  being  too 
heavy  for  inlkntry,  G^eneral  Thomas  had  de- 
volved that  duty  on  that  most  enereetic  younff 
cavalry  officer.  General  Wilson,  who,  imbued 
with  die  proper  spirit,  has  struck  one  of  the 
best  blows  of  the  war  at  the  waning  strength  of 
the  Confederacy.  His  route  was  one  never  be- 
fore touched  by  ^ur  troops,  and  afforded  him 
abundance  of  supplies  as  long  as  he  was  in  mo- 
tion, namely,  by  Tuscaloosa,' Sehna,  Montgome- 
ry, Columbus  and  Macon.  Though  in  commu- 
nication with  him,  I  have  not  been  able  to  re- 
ceive as  yet  his  full  and  detailed  reports,  which 
will  in  due  time  be  published  and  appreciated. 
lieutenant-General  Grant,  also  in  immediate 
command  of  the  armies  about  Richmond,  had 
taken  the  initiative  in  that  magnificent  cam- 
paign which,  in  less  than  ten  days,  compelled 
the  evacuation  of  Richmond,  and  resulted  in 
the  destruction  and  surrender  of  the  entire  re- 
bel army  of  Virginia  under  command  of  Gene- 
ral Lee. 

The  news  of  the  battles  about  Petersburg 
reached  me  at  Goldsboro*  on  the  sixth  of  April. 
Up  to  that  time  my  purpose  was  to  move  rapid- 
ly northward,  feigning  on  Raleigh  and  striking 
straight  for  Burksville,  thereby  interposing  be- 
tween Johnston  and  Lee.  But  the  auspicious 
events  in  Virginia  had  changed  the  whole  mili- 
tary problem,  and  in  the  expressive  language 
of  Lieutenant-General  Grant, "the  Confederate 
armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston"  became  the  **  stra- 
tegic points.**  Genera]  Grant  was  fully  able  to 
take  care  of  the  former,  and  my  task  was  to 
capture  or  destroy  the  latter.  Johnston  at  that 
time,  April  six,  had  his  army  well  m  hand  about 
Smithfield,  interposing  between  me  and  Ra- 
leigh. I  estimated  his  infantry  and  artillery  at 
thirty-five  thousand,  and  his  cavalry  from  six 
thousand  to  ten  thousand.  He  was  superior  to 
me  in  cavalry,  so  that  I  held  Gkneral  Kilpatrick 
in  reserve  at  Mount  Olive,  with  orders  to  re- 
cruit his  horses  and  be  ready  to  make  a  sudden  " 
and  rapid  march  on  the  tenth  of  April. 

At  daybreak  of  the  day  appointed  all  the 
heads  of  poluiQus  were  in  motion  straight 
against  the  enemy,  Major-Gkneral  H.  W.  Slo- 
cum  taking  th^  two  direct  roads  for  Smithfield ; 
Major-General  0.  0.  Howard  making  a  circuit 
by  the  right  and  feigning  up  the  Weldon  road, 
to  disconcert  the  enemy's  cavalry;  Generals 
Terry  and  Kilpatrick  moving  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Neuse  nver,and  aiming  toTeach  the  rear 
of  the  enemy  between  Smithfield  and  Raleigh. 
General  Schofield  followed  Gkneral  Slocum  in 
support. 

All  the  columns  met,  within  six  miles  of 
Goldsboro',  more  or  less  cavalry,  with  the  usual 
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rail  barricades,  which  were  swept  before  us  as 
chaff,  and  by  ten  a.  m.  of  the  eleventh  the  Four- 
teenth corps  entered  Smithfield,  the  Twentieth 
corps  ck)se  at  hand.  Johnston  had  rigidly 
retreated  across  the  Nensa  riveTy  and,  having 
his  raikoad  to  lighten  up  his  trains,  could 
retreat  faster  than  we  could  pursue.  The 
rains  had  also  set  in,  making  the  re- 
sort to  corduroy  absolutely  necessary  to 
pass  even  amMances.  The  enemy  had  burn- 
ed the  bridge  at  Smithfield,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  Major-General  Siocum  got  up  his  pon- 
toons and  crossed  over  a  division  of  the  Four- 
teenth corps.  We  there  heard  of  Ihe  surrender 
of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox  Court-house,  Vir- 
ginia, which  was  announced  to  the  armies  in 
orders,  and  created  universal  joy.  Not  an 
officer  or  soldier  of  my  armies  but  expressed 
a  pride  and  satisfaction  that  it  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Annies  of  the  Potomac  and  James  so  gloriously 
to  overwhelm  and  capture  the  entire  army  that 
held  tiiem  so  long  in  check,  and  their  success 
gave  new  impulse  to  finish  up  our  task.  With- 
out a  moment's  hesitation  we  dropped,  our 
trains  and  marched  rapidly  in  pursuit  to  and 
through  Raleigh,  reaching  tiiiat  place  at  7:30  a.  y. 
of  the  thirteenth  in  a  heavy  rain.  The  next 
day  the  cavalry  pushed  on  through  the  rain  to 
Durham's  station,  the  Fifteenth  coros  following 
as  far  as  Morrisville  station,  and  the  Seventeenth 
corps  to  Jones'  station.^  .On  the  supposition 
that  Johnston  was  tied  to  his  railroad  as  a  line 
of  retreat,  by  Hilsboro*,  Greensboro',  Salisbury, 
Charlotte,  &c.,  I  had  turned  the  other  columns 
across  the  bend  of  that  road  toward  Ashboro' 
(See  Special  Field  Orders  number  fifty-five.) 
The  cavalry.  Brevet  Major-Qeneral  J.  Kilpatrick 
commanding,  was  ordered  to  keep  up  a  show 
of  pursuit  to  the  "  Company's  Shops,"  in  Ala- 
mance county ;  Major-Ckneral  0.  0.  Howard  to 
turn  to  the  4eft  by  fladcney's  cross-roads,  Pitts- 
boro\  St  Lawrence  and  Ashboro*;  Maior- 
Ghsneral  H.  W.  Siocum  to  cross  Cape  Fear 
river  at  Avon's  ferry,  and  move  rapidly  by 
Carthage,  Caledonia,  and  Cox's  Mills;  Major- 
Generd  J.  -M.  Sohofield  was  to  hold  Raleigh 
and  the  road,  back,  and  with  his  spare  force  to 
follow  an  intermediate  route. 

By  the  fifteenth,  though  the  rains  were  in- 
cessant and  the  roads  almost  impracticable, 
Major-General  Siocum  had  the  Fourteenth  corps. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davis  commanding,  n^ 
Martha's  Vineyard,  with  a  pontoon  bridge  laid 
across  Cape  Pear  river  at  Ayen's  ferry,  with 
the  Twentieth  corps,  Major-tieneral  Mower 
commanding,  in  suppoij;,  and  Major  General 
Howard  had  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
corps  stretched  out  on  the  roads  toward  Pitts- 
boro',  whfle  General  Kilpatrick  held  Durham's 
Station  and  Chapel  Hill  University. 

Johnston's  army  was  retreating  rapidly  on 
the  roads  from  Hilsboro*  to  Greensboro',  he 
himself  at  Greensboro'.  Although  out  of  place 
as  to  time,  I  here  invite  all  military  critics  who 
study  the  problems  of  war  to  take  their  maps 
and  compare  the  position  of  my  army  on  the 


fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  April,  with  that  of 
General  Halleck  about  BurksviUe  and  Pet^s- 
burg,  Virginia,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  April, 
when,  according  to  his  tel^ram  to  Secretaiy 
Stanton,  he  offered  to  relieve  me  of  &e  task  <^ 
"  cutting  off  Johnston's  retreat"  Major-Genend 
Stoneman  at  the  time  was  at  Statesville,  and 
Johnston's  only  line  of  retreat  was  by  Salisbmr 
and  Charlotte.  It  may  be  that  General  HaUedL^s 
troops  can  outmarch  mine,  but  there  is  nothing 
in  their  past  history  to  show  it,  or  it  may  m 
that  Greneral^  Halleck  can  inspire  his  troops 
with  more  energy  of  action.  I  doubt  that  also, 
save  and  except  in  this  single  instance,  whe& 
he  knew  the  enemy  was  ready  to  surrender  or 
disperse,  as  advised  b^  my  letter  of  April 
eignteen,  addressed  to  him  when  Chief  of  Staff 
at  Washington  city,  and  delivered  at  WasIuDe- 
ton  on  the  twenty-&:st  instant  by  Major  Hitch- 
cock, of  my  staff. 

Thus  matters  stood  at  the  time  I  received 
General  Johnston's  first  letter  and  made  my 
answer  of  April  fourteenth,  copies  of  whidi  were 
sent  with  all  expedition  to  LieutenantpGeneral 
Grant  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  my  letter 
of  April  fifteenth.  I  agreed  to  meet  General 
Johnston  in  person  at  a  point  intermediate  be- 
tween our  pickets  on  the  seventeenth  at  noon, 
provided  the  position  of  the  troops  remained 
statu  quo,  I  was  both  willing  and  anxious  thua 
to  consume  a  few  days,  as  it  would  efiabia 
Colonel  Wright  to  finish  our  railroad  to  Raleigh. 

Two  bridges  had  to  be  built  and  twelve 
miles  of  new  road  made.  We  had  no  iron 
except  by  taking  up  that  on  the  branch  from 
Goldsboro'  to  Weldon.  Instead  of  losing  by 
time  I  gained  in  every  way,  for  every  hour  of 
dday  possible  was  required  to  reconsbuct  die 
railroad  to  our  rear  and  improve  the  condition 
of  our  wagon-roads  to  the  front,  so  desirable  in 
case  the  negotiations  failed,  and  we  be  forced 
to  make  the  race  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
to  head  off  or  catch  Johnston's  army,  then  re- 
treating toward  Charlotte. 

At  noon  of  the  day  appointed  I  met  Gesezal 
Johnston  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  although 
we  had  been  interchanging  shots  oonstanUy 
since  May,  1863. 

Our  interview  was  frank  and  soldier-like,  and 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  furHier  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Confederate  troops  was  folly ; 
that  the  cause  was  lost;  and  that  every  me 
sacrificed  after  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  was 
the  highest  possible  crime.  He  admitted  that 
the  terms  conceded  to  Geneiul  Lee  were 
magnanimous  and  all  he  could  ask,  but  be 
did  want  some  general  concessions  that  would 
enable  him  to  alls^  the  natural  fears  and 
anxiety  of  his  followers,  and  enable  him 
to  maintain  his  control  over  them  until  they 
could  be  got  back  to  the  neighborhood  A 
their  homes,  thereby  saving  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  the  devastations  inevitably  to 
result  from  turning  his  men  loose  and  unpro- 
vided on  the  spot^  and  our  pursuit  across  the 
State. 
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He  alBO  wanted  to  embrace  in  the  same 
general  proposition  the  fate  of  all  the  Confeder- 
ate armies  tikat  remained  in  existence.  I  never 
made  any  concession  as  to  his  own  army,  or 
assomed  to  deal  finally  or  authoritatively  in 
regard  to  any  other,  bnt  it  did  seem  to  me  that 
there  was  presented  a  chance  for  peace  that 
might  be  deemed  valuable  to  ^e  Cfovemment 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  at  least  worth 
tiie  few  days  that  would  be  consumed  in 
reference. 

To  push  an  army  whose  commander  had  so 
firankly  and  honestly  confessed  his  inability  to 
cope  with  me  were  cowardly  and  unworthy  the 
brave  men  I  led. 

Inasmuch  as  General  Johnston  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  pledge  his  power  over  the  armies 
of  Texas,  we  adjourned  to  meet  next  day  at 
noon.  I  returned  to  Raleigh  and  conferred 
freely  with  all  my  general  oflScers,  every  one  of 
whom  urged  me  to  conclude  terms  that  might 
accomplish  so  complete  and  desirable  an  end. 
All  dreaded  the  weary  and  laborious  march  after 
a  fugitive  and  dissolving  army  back  toward 
Georgia,  ahnost  over  the  ▼ery  country  where 
we  had  toiled  so  long.  There  was  but 
one  opinion  expressed,  and  if  contrary  ones 
were  entertained  they  were  withheld,  or  in- 
dulged in  only  by  that  class  who-  shim  the  fight 
and  the  march,  but  are  loudest,  bravest,  and 
fioxsest  when  danger  is  past  I  again  met  Gen- 
eral Johnston  on  the  eighteenth,  and  we  renewed 
the  conversation.  He  satisfied  me  then  of  his 
power  to  disbajid  the  rebel  armies  in  Alabama, 
MississiDpi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  as  well  as 
those  in  ni0  immediate  command — ^namely.  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Georgia. 

The  points  on  which  he  expressed  especial 
solicitude  were  lest  their  States  were  to  be  dis- 
membered and  denied  representation  in  Con- 
gress, or  any  separate  political  existence  what- 
ever, and  that  the  absolute  disarming  his  men 
would  leave  the  South  powerless  and  exposed 
to  depredations  by  wicked  bands  of  assassins 
and  robbers. 

President  Lincoln's  message  of  1864;  his 
amnesty  proclamation;  General  Grant's  terms 
to  Genera]  Lee,  substantially  extending  the 
benefits  of  that  proclamation  to  all  officers  above 
the  rank  of  colonel ;  the  invitation  to  the  Vir- 
ginia le^slature  to  reassemble  in  Richmond  by 
(General  Weitzel,  with  the  approval  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln and  General  Grant,  then  on  the  spot ;  a  firm 
belief  that  I  had  been  fighting  to  re-establish  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  last,  and 
not  least,  the  general  and  universal  desire  to 
dose  a  war  any  longer  without  organized  resist- 
ance)  were  the  leading  facts  that  induced  me  to 
pen  the  ''memorandum"  of  April  eighteen, 
signed  by  myself  and  Creneral  Johnston. 

It  was  designed  to  be,  and  so  expressed-  on 
its  face,  as  a  mere  ^  basis  '*  for  reference  to  the 
Presdent  of  the  United  States  and  constitutional 
oommaDder-in-chief.  to  enable  him,  if  he  chose, 
at  one  Mow  to  dissipate  the  military  power  of 
this  Confederacy,  which  bad  throateued  the  na- 


tional safety  for  years.  It  admitted  of  modifica- 
tion, alteration,  and  change.  It  had  no  appear- 
ance of  an  ultimatum,  and  by  no  £alse  reasoning 
can  it  be  construed  into  an  usurpation  of  power 
on  my  part  I  have  my  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tions involved,  and  I  will  stand  by  the  memo- 
randum ;  but  this  forms  no  4MJrt  of  a  militaiy 
report  Immediately  on  my  return  to  Raleigh 
I  despatched  one  of  my  staff.  Major  Hitchcock, 
to  Washington,  enjoining  him  to  be  most 
prudent  and  careful  to  avoid  the  spies  and  in- 
formers that  would  be  sure  to  infest  him  by 
the  way,  and  to  say  nothing  to  anybody  until 
the  President  could  make  known  to  me  his 
wishes  and  policy  in  the  matter. 

The  news  of  President  Lincoln's  assassination 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April  (wrongly  reported  to 
me  by  telegraph  as  having  occurred  on  the 
eleventh)  reached  me  on  the  seventeenth,  and 
was  announced  to  my  command  on  the  same 
day  in  Special  Field  Orders  No.  56.  I  was  duly 
impressed  with  its  horrible  atrocity  and  proba- 
ble effect  upon  the  country;  but  when  the 
property  and  interests  of  millions  still  living 
were  involved,  I  saw  no  good  reason  to  change 
my  course,  but  thought  rather  to  manifest  r^ 
respect  for  his  memory  by  following  after  his 
death  that  policy  which,  if  living,  I  ^1  certain 
he  would  have  approved,  or  at  least  not  rejected 
with  disdain. 

Up  to  that  hour  I  had  never  received  one 
word  of  instruction,  advice,  or  counsel  as  to  the 
"plan  or  policy"  of  GU)vemment looking  to  a 
restoration  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  rebel 
States  of  the  South.  Whenever  asked  for  an 
opinion  on  the  points  involved,  I  had  always 
evaded  the  subject  My  letter  to  the  mayor  of 
Atianta  has  been  published  to  the  world,  and 
I  was  not  rebuked  by  the  War  Department 
for  it 

My  letter  to  Mr.  N W ,  at  Savannah, 

was  shown  by  me  to  Mr.  Stantoi^  before  its 

Eublication,  and  all  that  my  memory  retains  of 
is  answer  is  that  he  said,  like  my  letters 
generally,  it  was  sufficientiy  '*  emphatic,  and 
could  not  be  misunderstood." 

Both  these  letters  asserted  my  belief  that, 
according  to  Mi;  Lincoln's  proclamation  and 
messages,  when  the  people  of  the  South  had 
laid  down  their  arms  and  submitted  to  the 
lawful  power  of  the  United  States,  ipso  facto 
the  war  was  over  as  to  them ;  and  furthermore 
that  if  any  State  in  rebellion  would  conform  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ^  cease 
war,"  elect  senators  and  representatives  to 
Congress,  if  admitted  (of  which  each  house  of 
Congress  alone  is  the  judge),  that  State  be- 
came instanter  as  much  in  the  .Union  as  New 
York  or  Ohio.  Nor  was  I  rebuked  for  this  ex- 
pression, though  it  was  universally  known  and 
commented  on  at  the  time.  And  ap^in,  Mr. 
Stanton,  in  person,  at  Savannah,  speaking  of  the 
terrific  expenses  of  the  war,  and  diffim^  of 
realizing  the  money  necessary  for  the  daily 
wants  of  the  government,  impressed  me  most 
forcibly  with  the  necessi^  of  bringing  the  war 
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to  a  close  as  Boon  as  possible  for  financial  Vea- 
Bons. 

On  the  evening  of  April  twenty-three  Major 
Hitchcock  reported  his  return  to  Morehead 
City  with  despatches,  of  which  fact  General 
Johnston,  at  Hillsboro*,  was  notified,  so  as  to  be 
ready  in  the  morning  for  an  answer.  At  six 
o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  twenty46nrth  M^jor 
Hitchcock  arrived*  accompanied  by  General 
Grant  and  members  df  his  staff,  who  had  not 
tel^raphed  the  fact  of  his  coming  over  our 
exposed  road  for  prudential  reasons. 

I  soon  learned  that  the  memorandum  was 
disapproved,  without  reasons  assigned,  and  I 
was  ordered  to  give  the  forty-eight  hours'  no- 
tice, and  resume  hostilities  at  the  close  of  that 
time,  governing  myself  by  the  substance  of  a 
despatch  then  enclosed,  dated  March  third, 
twelve  noon,  at  Washington,  District  of  Col- 
umbia, from  Secretary  Stanton  to  General 
Grant,  at  City  Point,  but  not  accompanied  by 
any  part  of  (he  voluminous  matter  so  liberally 
lavished  on  the  public  in  the  New  York  jour- 
nals of  the  twenty-fourth  of  April.  That  was 
the  first  and  only  time  I  ever  saw  that  tele- 
^m,  or  had  one  word  of  instruction  on  the 
important  matter  involved  in  it;  and  it  does 
seem  strange  to  me  that  every  bar-room  loafer 
in  New  York  can  read  in  tlie  morning  journals 
**  official"  matter  that  is  withheld  from  a  general 
whose  command  extends  from  Kentucky  to 
North  Carolina. 

Within  an  hour  a  courier  was  riding 
from  Durham's  Station  toward  -Hillsboro' 
with  notice  to  General  Johnston  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  truce,  and  renewing  my  de- 
mand for  the  surrender  of  the  armies  under 
his  immediate  command  (see  two  letters, 
April  twenty-foiur,  six  ▲.  m.),  and  at  twelve 
noon  I  had  the  receipt  of  his  picket  officer. 

I  therefore  published  my  Orders  No.  62  to 
the  troops  terminating  the  truce  at  twelve  m. 
on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  ordered  all  to  be  in 
readiness  to  march  at  that  hour  on  the  routes 
prescribed  in  Special  Field  Order  No.  55, 
A^ril  fourteen,  uom  the  positions  held  April 
eighteen. 

General  Grant  had  orders  from  the  Presi- 
dent, through  the  Secreta^  of  War,  to  direct 
military  movements,  and  I  explained  to  him 
the  exact  position  of  t)ie  troops,  and  he  ap- 
proved of  it  most  emphatically;  but  he  did 
not  relieve  me  or  express  a  wish  to  assume 
command.  All  things  were  in  readiness,  when, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fifth,  I  received 
another  letter  from  General  Johnston  asking 
another  interview  to  renew  n^otiations. 

General  Grant  not  only  approved,  but  urged 
me  to  accept,  and  I  i^pointea  a  meeting  at  our 
former  place  at  noon  of  the  twentv-sixth.  the 
very  hour  fixed  for  the  renewal  of  hostihties. 
General  Johnston  was  delayed  by  an  accident  to 
his  train,  but  at  two  p.  m .  arrived.  We  then 
consulted,  concluded  and  signed  the  final 
terms  of  capitcdation.  These  were  taken  by 
me  back  to  Raleigh,   submitted   to  General 


Grant,  and  met  his  immediate  approval  and 
signature.  General  Johnston  was  not  even 
aware  of  the  presence  of  Greneral  Grant  at 
Raleigh  at  the  tmie. 

Thus  was  surrendered  to  ns  the  seoood 
great  army  of  the  so-called  Confederacy,  and 
tiiough  undue  importance  has  been  given  to 
the  so-called  negotiations  which  preceded  it, 
and  a  rebuke  and  public  disfavor  cast  on  me 
wholly  unwarranted  by  the  facts,  I  rejoice  in 
saying  it  was  accomplished  wimout  fartb^ 
ruin  and  devastation  to  the  country,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  life  to  those  ^aUant  men 
who  had  followed  me  from  the  MiBsissippi  to 
the  Atlantic,  and  without  subjecting  brave  men 
to  the  ungracious  task  of  pursuing  a  fleeii^  foe 
that  did  not  want  to  fight  As  for  mya^,  I 
know  my  motives,  and  challenge  the  instance 
during  the  past  four  years  where  an  armed  and 
defiant  foe  stood  before  me  that  I  did  not  go  in 
for  a  fight,  and  I  would  blush  for  shame  if  I 
ever  insulted  or  struck  a  fallen  foe.  The  in- 
stant the  terms  of  surrender  were  approved  by 
General  Grant,  I  made  my  Orders  No.  65,  as- 
signing to  each  of  my  subordinate  oommanden 
h£  share  of  the  work,  and  with  General  Grant's 
approval,  made  Special  Field  Ord^  Na  66, 
putting  in  motion  my  old  army  (no  longer  re- 
quired in  Carolina)  northward  for  Richmond. 
General  Grant  left  Raleigh  at  nine  ▲.  x.  of  the 
twenty-seventh,  and  I  glory  in  the  hd  that 
during  his  three  days'  stay  with  me  I  did  not 
detect  in  his  language  or  manner  one  particle  of 
abatement  in  the  confidence,  respect,  and  affec- 
tion that  have  existed  between  us  throughout  all 
the  varied  events  of  the  past  war,  and  though 
we  have  honestly  dififered  in  opinion  in  other 
cases,  as  well  as  this,  still  we  respected  each 
other's  honest  convictions. 

I  still  adhere  to  my  then  opinions,  that,  by  a 
few  general  concessions,  ^  flittering  genenb- 
ties,"  all  of  which  in  the  end  must  and  wfll  be 
conceded  to  the  organized  States  of  the  South, 
this  day  there  would  not  be  an  armed  bat- 
talion opposed  to  us  within  the  broad  area  of 
the  dominions  of  the  United  States.  Robbers 
and  assassins  must  in  any  event  result  from  &e 
disbandment  of  large  armies,  but  even  these 
should  be  and  could  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
local  civil  authorities  without  being  made  a 
charge  on  the  national  treasury.  On  the  even- 
ing of  tlie  twenty-eightii,  having  concluded  all 
business  requiring  my  personal  attention  at 
Raleigh,  and  havine  conferred  with  every  arm/ 
commander  and  delegated  to  him  ^e  authori^ 
necessary  for  his  future  action.  I  despatched 
my  headquarters  wagons  by  land  along  with  the 
Seventeenth  corps,  the  office  in  charge  of  Gene- 
ral Webster  from  Newbem  to  Alexandria»  Vir- 
ginia, by  sea,  and  in  person,  accompanied  onlj 
by  my^personal  staff,  nastened  to  Savannah,  to 
direct  matters  in  the  interior  of  So^ith  Oarofinm 
and  Creorgia.  I  had  received  across  the  rebel 
tel^praph  wires  cipher  despatches  from  Gene* 
ral  Wilson  at  Macon,  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
in  receipt  of  my  Orders  No.  66,  and  would  send 
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€}eDCTiil  Upton's  division  to  Angnsta,  General 
McCoc^'s  division  to  Tallahassee,  to  receive 
the  surrender  of  those  garrisons,  take  charge 
of  the  public  property,  and  execate  the  pa- 
roles required  by  the  terms  of  the  surrender. 
He  reported  a  suffieiency  of  forage  for  his 
horsea  in  South-west  Georgia,  but  ^ked  roe  to 
send  film  a  supply  of  clothing,  sugar,  cofifee, 
kc^  by  way  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  whence  he 
could  get  it  by  raiL 

I  therefore  went  rapidlv  to  Gk>ldsboro'  and 
Wilmington,  reaching  the  latter  city  at  teh  a.  m. 
of  the  twenty-ninth,  and  the  same  d^y  embarked 
for  Hilton  Head  in  the  blockadeH*unner  Russia, 
Oi^tain  A.  M.  Smith.  I  found  General  Q.  A. 
Guhnore,  commanding  Department  of  the  Sou^, 
at  Hilton  Head,  on  the  evening  of  April  thirtieth, 
and  ordered  him  to  send  to  Augusta  at  once 
what  clothing  and  small  stores  he  could  spare 
for  General  Wilson,  and  to  open  up  a  line  of 
certain  communication  and  supply  with  him  at 
Macon,  Within  an  hour  the  captured  steam- 
boats Jeff  Davis  and  Amazon,  both  adapted  to 
the  shallow  and  crooked  navigation  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  were  being  loaded,  the  one  at 
Savannah  and  the  other  at  Hilton  Head.  The 
former  started  up  the  river  on  the  first  of  May, 
in  charge  of  a  very  intelligent  officer  (whose 
name  I  cannot  recall)  and  forty-eight  men,  all 
^  boat  could  carry,  with  orders  to  occupy 
tnnporarily  the  United  •  States  arsenal  at  Au- 
gusta, and  to  open  up  communication  with  Gene- 
ral Wilson  at  Macon,  in  the  event  that  General 
McGook's  division  of  cavalry  was  not  already 
there.  The  Amazon  followed  next  day,  and 
General  Gillmore  had  made  the  necessary  orders 
for  a  brigade  of  infantry,  to  be  commanded  bv 
General  Molyneaux,  to  follow  by  a  land  march 
to  Auensta  as  its  permanent  garrison.  Another 
brigade  of  infantry  was  ordered  to  occupy 
Onmgeburg,  South  Carolina,  the  point  furthest 
in  the  interior  that  can  at  present  be  reached  by 
rail  from  the  sea-coast  (Charleston). 

On  the  first  of  May  I  went  on  to  Savannah, 
where  General  Gillmore  also  joined  me,  and  the 
arrangements  ordered  for  the  occupation  of  Au- 
gusta were  consummated. 

At  Savannah  I  found  the  city  in  the  most  ad- 
mirable police,  under  direction  of  Brevet  Major- 
General  Grover,  and  the  citizens  manifested  the 
most  unqualified  joy  to  hear  that,  so  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  the  war  was  over.  All  classes, 
Union  men  as  well  as  former  rebels,  did  not  con- 
cad,  however,  the  apprehensions  naturally 
arising  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  political 
conditions  to  be  attached  to  their  future  state. 
Anything  at  all  would  be  preferable  to  this 
dread  uncertainty. 

On  the  evenine  of  the  second  of  May  I  re- 
turned to  Hilton  Head,  and  there,  for  the  first 
time,  received  the  New  York  papers  of  April 
twenty-eighth,  containing  Secretary  Stanton's 
despatch  of  nine  a.  m.  of  the  twenfy-seventh  of 
April  to  (general  Dix,  including  General  Hal- 
leck*s,  from  Richmond,  of  nine  p.  u,  of  the  night 
before,  which  seems  to  have  been  rushed  with 


extreme  haste  before  an  excited  public,  namely, 
morning  of  the  twenty-eighth.  You  will  observe 
from  the  dates  that  these  despatches  were  run- 
ning back  and  forth  from  Richmond  and  Wash- 
ington to  New  York,  and  there  published,  while 
General  Grant  and  I  were  together  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  adjusting,  to  the  best  of  our 
ability,  the  "terms  of  surrender  of  the  only  re- 
maining formidable  rebel  army  in  existence  at 
the  time  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Not  one 
word  of  intimation  had  been  sent  to  me  of  the 
displeasure  of  the  (Government  with  my  official 
conduct,  but  only  the  naked  disapproval  of  a 
skeleton  memorandum  sent  jproperly  for  the  ac- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  most  objectionable  features  of  my  mem- 
orandum had  already  (April  twenty-foiu4h)  been 
published  to  the  world  in  violation  of  official 
usage,  and  the  contents  ot  my  accompanying 
letters  to  General  Halleck,  General  Grant,  ana 
Mr.  Stanton,  of  even  date,  though  at  hand,  were 
suppressed. 

in  all  these  letters  I  had  stated  clearly  and 
distinctly  that  Johnston's  army  would  not  fight, 
but,  if  pushed,  would  **  disband"  and  "  scatter" 
into  small  and  dangerous  guerrilla  parties  as  in^ 
jurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  as 
to  the  rebels  themselves ;  that  all  parties  admit- 
ted that  the  rebel  cause  of  the  South  was  aban- 
doned ;  that  the  negro  was  free ;  and  that  the 
temper  of  all  was  most  favorable  to  a  lasting 
peace.  I  siety  all  these  opinions  of  mine  were 
withheld  from  the  public  with  a  seeming  pur- 
pose ;  and  I  do  contend  that  my  official  expor 
rience  and  former  services,  as  well  as  my  past 
life  and  familiasity  with  the  people  and  geogra- 
phy of  the  South,  entitled  my  opinions  to  at 
least  a  decent  respect. 

Although  this  despatch  (Mr.  Stanton's  of 
April  twenty-seventh)  was  printed  "  official," 
it  had  come  to  me  only  in  the  questionable 
newspapar  paragraph,  headed  *'  Sherman's  truce 
disregarded." 

I  had  already  done  what  General  Wilson 
wanted  me  to  do,  namely,  had  sent  him  supplies 
of  clothine  and  food,  with  clear  and  distinct 
orders  and  instructions  how  to  carry  out  in 
Western  Georgia  the  terms  for  the  surrender  of 
arms  and  paroling  of  prisoners  made  by  General 
Johnston's  capitulation  of  April  twenty-sixth, 
and  had  properly  and  most  opportunely^  or- 
dered Genertu  GUlmore  to  occupy  Orangeburg 
and  Augusta,  strategic  points  of  great  value  at 
all  times,  in  peace  or  war ;  but  as  the  Secretary 
had  taken  upon  himself  to  order  my  subordinate 
generals  to  disobey  my  **  orders,"  I  explained 
to  General  Gillmore  that  I  would  no  longer  con- 
fuse him  or  General  Wikon  with,  "  orders" 
that  might  conflict  with  those  of  the  Secretary,' 
which,  as  reported,  were  sent,  not  through  me, 
but  in  open  disregard  of  me  and  of  my  lawful 
authority. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  paint,  in  justly 
severe  characters,  the  still  more  offensive  and 
dangerous  matter  of  General  Halleck's  despatch 
of  April  twenty-sixth  to  the  Secretary  of  War* 
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embodied  in  his  to  Grenerdl  Dix  of  April  twenly- 
Beventh. 

General  Halleck  had  been  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
■  army  at  Washington,  in  which  capacity  he  must 
have  received  mv*  official  letter  of  April  eigh- 
teenth, wherein  I  wrote  clearly  that  if  John- 
ston's army  about  Greensboro'  were  "  pushed** 
it  would  •*  disperse,"  an  event  1  wished  to  pre- 
vent About  that  time  he  seems  to  haye  been 
sent  from  Washington  to  Richmond  to  command 
the  new  military  division  of  the  James,  in  as- 
suming charge  of  which,  on  the  twenty-second, 
he  dehnes  the  limits  of  his  authority  to  be  the 
•*  Department  of  Virginia,  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  such  part  of  North  Carolina  as  may  not 
be  occupied  bv  the  command  of  Major-Oeneral 
BhermAn."  (»Be  his  (General  Orders  No.  1). 
Four  days  later,  April  twenty-sixth,  he  reports 
to  the  Secretary  that  he  has  ordered  Generals 
Meade,  Sheridan,  and  Wright,  to  invade  that 
part  of  North  Carolina  whicn  was  occupied  by 
my  coramaudL  and  pay  •'  no  regard  to  any  truce 
or  orders  or'  mine.  They  were  ordered  to 
**  push  forward,  regardless  of  any  orders  save 
those  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  cut  off 
Johnston's  retreat"  He  knew  at  the  time  he 
penned  that  despatch  and  made  those  orders, 
that  Johnston  was  not  retreating,  but  was  halted 
tmder  a  forty-eight  hours'  truce  with  me,  and 
was  laboring  to  surrender  his  command  and 
prevent  its  disperaion  into  guerrilla  bands,  and 
that  I  had  on  the  spot  a  magnificent  army  at  my 
command,  amply  sufficient  for  all  purposes  re- 
quired by  the  occasion. 

The  plan  of  cutting  off  a  retreat  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Bmksville  and  Danville  is  hardly  worthy 
one  of  his  military  education  and  genius.  When 
he  contemplated  an  act  so  questionable  as  the 
violation  of  a  "  truce"  made  by  competent  au- 
thonty  within  his  sphere  of  command,  he  should 
have  gone  himself  and  not  have  sent  subordi- 
nates, for  he  knew  I  was  bound  in  honor  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  my  own  truce  and  pledge  of 
faith,  even  at  the  cost  of  many  lives. 

When  an  officer  pledges  the  faith  of  his  govern- 
ment, he  is  bound  to  defend  it,  and  he  is  no 
soldier  who  would  violate  it  knowingly. 

As  to  Davis  and  his  stolen  treasure,  did  (Gene- 
ral Halleck,  as  Chief  of  Staff  or  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  neighboring  military  division,  notify 
me  ef  the  facts  contained  in  his  despatch  to  the 
Secretary?  No,  he  did  not  If  the  Secretary 
<rf  War  wanted  Davis  caught,  why  not  ©rder  it, 
instead  of,  by  publishing  in  the  newspapers, 
putting  him  on  his  guard  to  hide  away  and  es- 
cape ?  No  orders  or  instructions  to  catch  Davis 
or  his  stolen  treasure  ever  came  to  me  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  I  was  led  to  beUeve  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  rather  preferred  he  should  effect 
an  escape  from  the  country,  if  made  **  unfanown  " 
to  him.  But  even  on  this  point  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  Admiral  Dahlgren,  at  Charleston, 
sent  him  by  a  fleet  steamer  from  Wilmington  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  two  Av^ys  before  t^e 
bankers  of  Richmond  had  imparted  to  General 
Halleck  the  important  secret  as  to  Davis'  move- 


ments, designed  doubtless  to  stimidate  bis 
troops  to  march  their  legs  off  to  catch  thsic 
treasure  for  their  own  use. 

I  know  now  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  did  r&> 
ceive  my  letter  on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  had 
acted  on  it  before  General  Halle<^  had  even 
thought  of  the  matter ;  but  I  don't  believe  a 
word  of  the  treasure  story ;  it  is  absurd  on  iti 
face,  and  General  Halleck  or  anybody  has  my 
full  permission  to  chase  Jeff.  Davis  and  calnoet, 
with  their  stolen  treasure,  through  any  part  of 
the  country  occupied  by  my  command. 

The  last  and  most  obnoxious  feature  of  Gene- 
ral  HaUeck's  despatch  is  wherein  he  goes  out 
of  his  way,  and  advises  that  my  subordinates. 
Generals  Thomas,  Stoneman,  and  Wilson,  shonla 
be  instructed  not  to  obey  **  Sherman's "  coio- 
mands. 

•  This  is  too  much,  and  I  tun)  from  the  subject 
with  feelings  too  strong  for  words,  and  merely 
record  my  belief  that  so  much  mischief  was 
never  before  embraced  in  so  small  a  space  as  in 
the  newspaper  paragraph  headed  **  Sherman's 
truce  disregarded,"  authenticated  as  "official" 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanton,  and  published  in  the 
New  York  papers  of  April  twenty-eighth. 

During  me  night  of  May  second,  at  fiilton 
Head,  having  concluded  my  business  in  the 
Department  of  the  South,  I  began  my  return  to 
meet  my  troops  then  marching  toward  Bicb- 
mond  from  Raleigh.  On  the  momuig  of  the 
third  we  ran  into  Charleston  harbor,  where  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  meet  Admiral  Dahlgren,  who 
had,  in  all  my  previous  of^erations  from  Savan- 
nah northward,  aided  me  with  a  courtesy  and 
manliness  that  commanded  my  entire  respect 
and  deep  affection;  also  General  Hatdi,  who, 
from  our  first  interview  at  his  Tullafinnay  camp, 
had  caught  the  spirit  of  the  move  from  Pocota- 
ligo  northward,  and  had  lai^gely  contributed  to 
our  joint  success  in  taking  Charleston  and  the 
Carolina  coast.  Any  one  who  is  not  satisfied 
with  war  should  go  and  see  Charleston,  and  he 
will  pray  louder  and  deeper  than  ever  that  the 
country  may  in  the  long  future  be  spared  any 
more  war.  Charleston  and  secession  being  sjn- 
onymous  terms,  the  city  should  be  left  as  a  sam- 
ple, so  that  centuries  may  pass  away  before  that 
false  doctrine  is  again  preached  in  our  Union. 

We  left  Charleston  on  the  evening  of  tiie  third 
of  May,  and  hastened  with  all  possible  speed 
back  to  Morehead  City,  which  we  reached  at 
night  of  tiie  fourth.  I  immediately  conununicap 
ted  by  telegraph  with  General  Schofield  at  Bar 
leigh,  and  learned  from  him  the  pleasing  Ud 
that  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding  me  ar- 
'mies  of  the  United  States  had  reached  £e  Ches- 
apeake in  time  to  countermand  General  flal- 
leck's  orders,  and  prevent  his  violating  my  trace, 
invading  the  area  of  my  command,  and  driving 
Johnston's  surrendering  army  into  fragmeota. 
General  Johnston  had  fulfilled  his  agreement  to 
the  very  best  of  his  ability;  and  the  officers 
charged  with  issuing  tiie  paroles  at  Greensboro' 
reported  about  thirty  thousand  (30,ODO)  ahea^ 
made,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  North 
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Cffolma  troopd  had  gone  home  withont  waiting 
for  their  papers,  bu|  that  all  of  them  woold 
doabtleas  come  into  some  one  of  the  military 
posts,  the  commanders  of  which  are  aathorized 
to  grant  them.  About  eight  hundred  (800)  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  had  gone  south,  refusing  to 
abide  the  terms  of  the  surrender,  and  it  was 
supposed  thev  would  make  for  Mexico.  I 
would  sincerely  advise  that  they  be  encouraged 
io  go  and  stay ;  they  would  be  a  nuisance  to 
toy  civilized  government,  whether  loose  or  in 
prison. 

With  the  exception  of  some  plundering  on  the 
part  of  Lee*s  and  Johnston's  disbanded  men,  all 
else  in  North  Carolina  was  **  quiet"  When  to 
the  number  of  men  surrendered  at  Greensboro' 
are  added  those  at  Tallahassee,  Augusta,  and 
Macon,  wi^  the  scattered  squads  who  will  come 
in  at  other  military  posts,  I  have  no  doubt  fifty 
thousand  (50.000)  armed  men  will  be  disarmed 
and  restored  to  civil  pursuits  by  the  os^itula- 
tion  made  near  Durhsim's  station,  North  Garo- 
Kna,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  AprO,  and  that,  too, 
without  the  loes  of  a  single  life  to  us. 

On  the  fif^  of  May  I  received  and  here  sub- 
join a  further  despatch  from  General  Bchofield, 
which  contains  inquiries  I  have  been  unable  to 
satisfy,  simflar  to  those  made  by  nearly  every 
officer  in  my  command  whose  duty  brings  him 
m  contact  with  citizens.  I  leave  you  to  do 
what  you  think  expedient  to  provide  the  mili- 
tuy  remedy. 

(By  telegraph  ] 
RiLBOB,  NoKiH  CAaoasAfVAj  6, 18(16. 

When  General  Grant  was  here,  as  you  doubt- 
less recollect,  he  said  the  lines  had  been  extend- 
ed to  embrace  this  and  other  States  south.  The 
order,  it  seems,  has  been  modified  so  as  to  in- 
dnde  only  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  I  think  it 
vodd  be  ao  act  of  wisdom  to  open  this  State  to 
trade  at  once.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
make  known  its  policy  in  the  organ  of  State 
governments  without  delay.  Atairs  must  ne- 
oessarily  bo  in  a  very  unsettled  state  irotil  that 
is  done ;  the  people  are  now  in  a  mood  to  ac- 
cept almost  anything  which  promises  a  definite 
lettlemeiit. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  freedmen  is  the 
question  of  all,  and  is  the  all-important  ques- 
tioD.  It  requires  prompt  and  wise  action  to 
prevent  the  negro  from  becoming  a  huge  ele- 
phant on  our  hands.  If  I  am  to  govern  this 
otate,  it  is  important  for  me  to  know  it  at  once. 
If  anoth^  is  to  be  sent  here,  it  cannot  be  done 
too  soon,  for  he  will  probablv  undo  the  most 
that  I  shall  have  done.  I  sbaU  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  freely  when  you  have  time  to  write. 

I  will  send  your  message  to  Wilson  at  once. 
J.  M.  Sghofieli), 

imor-GenenL 
Ifajor-Oeoeral  W.  T.  Shkbmak, 


I  give  tins  despatch  entfare,  to  demonstrate 
bow  intermingled  have  become  civil  matters 


with  the  military,  and  how  almost  impossible  it 
has  become  for  an  officer  in  authority  to  act  a 
purely  military  part. 

There  are  no  longer  armed  enemies  in  North 
Carolina,  and  a  soldier  can  deal  with  no  other 
sort  The  marshals  and  sheriffs  with  their 
posses  (of  which  the  military  may  become  a 
part),  are  the  only  proper  officers  to  deal  with 
civil  criminals  and  marauders.  But  I  will  not 
be  drawn  out  in  a  discussion  of  this  subiect, 
but  instance  the  case  to  show  how  difficult  is 
the  task  become  to  military  officers,  when  men 
of  the  rank,  education,  experience,  nerve,  and 
good  sense  of  General  Schofield  feel  embar- 
rassed by  them. 

General  Schofield,  at  Raleigh,  has  a  well-ap- 
pointed and  well-disciplined  command,  is  lu 
telegraph  communication  with  the  controlling 
parts  of  his  department,  and  remote  ones  in  the 
direction  of  Georgia,  as  well  as  with  Washing- 
ton, and  has  military  possession  of  all  strategic 
points. 

In  like  manner  General  Gillmore  is  well  situa- 
ted in  ail  respects  except  as  to  rapid  communi- 
cation with  the  seat  of  the  general  Government 
I  leave  him  also  with  every  man  he  ever  asked 
for,  and  in  full  and  quiet  possession  of  every 
strategic  point  in  his  department;  and  General 
Wilson  has  in  the  very  heart  of  Georgia  the 
strongest,  best-appointed,  and  best-equipped 
cavalry  corps  that  ever  fell  under  my  command ; 
and  he  has  now,bv  my  recent  action,  opened  to 
him  a  source  and  route  of  supply  by  way  of 
Savannah  river  that  simplifies  his  military  prob- 
lem, so  that  I  think  I  may  with  a  clear  con- 
science leave  them  and  turn  my  attention  once 
more  to  my  special  command,  the  army  with 
which  I  have  been  associated  through  some  of 
the  most  eventful  scenes  of  this  or  any  war. 

I  hope  and  believe  none  of  these  commanders 
wiU  ever  have  reason  to  reproach  me  for  any 
"  orders  "  they  may  have  received  from  me,  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  may  be  as- 
sured that  all  of  them  are  in  position,  ready  and 
willing  to  execute  to  the  letter  and  in  spirit  any 
orders  he  may  give.  I  shall  henceforth  cease 
to  give  them  any  orders  at  all,  for  the  occasion 
that  made  them  subordinate  to  me  is  past  and 
I  shsdl  confine  my  attention  to  the  army  com- 
posed of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth,  the 
Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  corps,  unless  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  orders  otherwise. 

At  four  p.  M.  of  May  9  I  reached  Manchester, 
on  the  James  river,  opposite  Richmond,  and 
found  that  all  the  four  corps  had  arrived  from 
Raleigh,  and  were  engaged  in  replenishing  their 
wagons  for  the  resumption  of  the  march  toward 
Alexandria, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser* 
vant, 

W.  T.  Shbrmait, 

lii0<»^<3«nerml,  Oommanduigi 

GrsneralJoHN  A.  Bawldts, 

Chief  gT  SUff,  Wubingtoo,  D.  a 
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Doa  110. 
MAJOBrGENERAL  SHEBIDAirS  SEPOBT. 

HXAOQUAKBIUl  HlUIAlT  DlTISIOir  OF  TBI  SOOTH-WnZ,  ) 

Mbw  OBuumy  Loalsiana,  July  16, 1886.     ) 

General — ^I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  command 
in  the  campaign  from  Winchester,  in  the  Shen- 
andoah valley,  to  the  armies  in  front  of  Peters- 


burg, beffinning  February  twenty-seTenth,  and 
endmg  Mhtch  twenty-eighth. 

The  command  consisted  ^f  the  First  and  Third 
divisions  of  cavalry,  of  the  Army  of  the  Sheoan- 
doah,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brevet 
Major-General  Wesley  Merritt,  Brevet  Major- 
Genera]  George  A.  Custer  conmianding  the  Third 
division,  and  Brig^ier-Genend  T.  C.  Devin,  the 
first    llie  following  was  the  efifective  force: 


Effective  Force  First  and  Third  Oavahy  Ditnsicm,  Army  qf  the  Shenandoah,  Fdjruary 
Twenty-eighihf  1865 — Mqjor-G^neral  Wesley  Merritty  Chitf  cf  Cavairy. 


• 

OmcBBi 

^^ 

First  cavalry  divwlon ,  Brigadlw-OeTiwal  T.  C  DbtIh,  oominaadliic 

900 

a 

S40 
1 

«.«, 

OneBectioa'(ooinpaoieBCandEj  Fborth  United  8tat«8  artillery .. ". \\\.V, 

'••s 

One  eectioQ  (Company  M)  Second  United  SUtee  arUfiery T. 

10\A\ * 

ftoe 

9ylS4 

On  the  morning  of  February  twenty-seventh, 
1865,  we  marched  from  Winchester  up  the 
valley  pike  with  five  days'  rations  in  haversacks, 
and  fifteen  days*  rations  of  coffee,  sugar  and  salt 
in  wagons,  thirty  pounds  of  forage  on  each 
horse,  one  wagon  for  division  headquarters, 
eight  ambulances  and  our  ammunition  train. 
No  other  wagons,  except  a  pontoon  train  of 
eight  boats,  were  permitted  to  accompany  the 
command. 

My  orders  were  to  destroy  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral raihroad,  the  James  river  canal,  captore 
Lynchburg,  if  practicable,  and  then  join  Major- 
General  Sherman  wherever  he  might  be  found 
in  North  Carolina,  or  return  to  Winchester,  but 
in  joining  General  Sherman  I  must  be  governed 
by  the  pesition  of  affairs  after  the  capture  of 
Lynchburg. 

The  command  was  in  fine  condition,  but  the 
weather  was  very  bad,  as  the  spring  thaw,  with 
heavy  rains,  had  already  come  on. 

The  valley  and  surrounding  mountains  were 
covered  witii  snow  which  was  fast  disappearing, 
putting  all  the  streams  nearly  past  foraing.  On 
our  firot  day's  march  we  crossed  Cedar  creek. 
Tumbling  river,  and  Tom's  brook,  and  went  into 
camp  at  Woodstock,  having  marched  thirty 
miles.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tlie 
twenty-eighth  instant  the  march  was  resumed 
through  Edinburg  and  across  the  north  fork  of 
the  Shenandoah  river,  and  through  Newmarket, 
going  into  camp  at  Lacey's  spring,  nine  miles 
north  of  Hai-risonburg ;  the  crossing  of  the 
north  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  was  by  a  pontoon 
bridge.  Small  bands  of  guerriUas  hovered  on 
our  flanks  during  the  day,  but  no  effort  was 
made  to  drive  tnem  off,  and  no  damage  was 
done  by  them ;  distance  marched,  twenty-nine 
miles.  The  march  was  resumed  at  six  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  through 
Harrisonburg  and  Mount  Crawford,  and  camp 

E itched  on  Middle  river  at  Kline's  mills.  Guerril- 
is  hovered  around  us  during  the  march,  and  at 


Mount  Crawford  General  Rosser,  with  two  or 
three  hundred  cavalrv,  attempted  to  bum  the 
bridge  over  the  middle  fork  of  the  Shenandoah, 
but  did  not  succeed ;  two  of  Ca^harfs  regi- 
ments swam  the  river  above  the  bridge,  diazged 
Rosser  and  routed  him,  driving  him  rapidly  to 
Kline's  mills,  the  advance  pushing  almost  to 
Staunton ;  but  few  of  the  enemy  were  killed, 
thirty  taken  prisoners,  and  twenty  ambulances 
and  wagons  with  their  contents  were  c^tured 
and  destroyed ;  our  loss  was  ^^e  men  wounded. 
Kline's  mills  are  seven  miles  from  Staunton, 
where  the  headquarters  of  General  Early  were 
said  to  be.  Not  knowine  but  that  be  would 
fight  at  Staunton,  Colonel  Stagg's  brigade  of 
(General  Devin's  division  was  ordered  to  destroy 
the  railroad  bridge  over  Christian's  creek,  be- 
tween Staunton  and  Waynesboro,  to  prevent  bii 
getting  reinforcements  by  rail,  or  in  case  he 
would  not  st^pd,  to  prevent  him  carrying  off 
supplies  and  ordnance  stores ;  the  brid^  was 
burned,  but  Creneral  Early,  learning  of  our  ap- 

{)roach,  made  hasty  retreat  to  Waynesbofo,' 
eaving  word  in  Staunton  that  he  intended  to 
fight  at  that  place.  The  next  morning  we 
entered  Staunton.  The  question  then  arose  in  iny 
mind  whether  I  should  pursue  my  course  on  to 
Lynchburg,  leaving  General  Early  in  my  rear, 
or  go  out  and  fight  him  with  my  cavahry  against 
his  infantry  and  what  cavalry  he  could  odlect, 
defeat  him.  and  open  a  way  through  Rock  Fish 
(rap,  and  have  everything  in  my  own  hands  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  portion  of  my  in- 
structions which  directed  the  destmctioa  of 
the  pentral  railroad  and  James  river  canaL  I 
decided  upon  the  latter  course,  and  General 
Custer's  division  (Third),  composed  of  Colonels 
Wells',  Pennington's,  and  Capeharf  s  brigades 
was  directed  to  take  up  the  pursuit,  fouowed 
closely  by  General  Devin's  division,  composed 
of  General  Gibbs'  and  Colonels  Fitshngh'i  and 
Stagg's  brigades.  The  rain  had  been  pouriqg 
in  torrents  for  two-days  and  the  roadff  were  baa 
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beyond  description;  nevertheless  the  men 
pushed  boldly  on,  although  horses  and  men 
could  scarcely  be  recognized  for  the  mud  which 
covered  them.  General  Ouster  fomid  General 
Eariy,  as  he  had  promised,  at  Waynesboro',  in 
a  well-chosen  position,  with  two  brigades  of 
in&Dtry  and  some  cavalry  under  General  Ros- 
ser,  the  infantry  occupying  breastworks.  Cus- 
ter, without  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  get 
up  his  courage  over  the  delay  of  a  care- 
fol  reconnoissance,  made  his  dispositions 
for  attack  at  once,  sending  three  regiments 
around  the  left  flank  of  the  'enemy,  which 
was  somewhat  exposed  bv  being  advanced  from 
instead  of  resting  upon  me  bank  of  the  river  in 
his  immediate  rear ;  he,  with  the  other  two  bri- 
gades, partly  mounted  and  partly  dismounted,  at 
a  g^ven  signal,  boldly  attacked  and  impetuously 
carried  the  enemy's  work8,while  the  Eighth  New 
York  and  the  First  Connecticut  cavalry,  who 
were  formed  in  columns  of  fours,  charged  over  the 
breast  work  and  continued  the  charge  through 
the  little  town  of  Waynesboro',  sabering  a  few 
men  as  they  went  along,  and  did  not  stop  until 
they  had  crossed  the  south  fork  of  the  Snenan- 
doaJi  river,  which  was  immediately  in  General 
Early's  rear,  where  they  formed  as  foraeers.  and 
with  drawn  sabres  held  the  east  baxik  oi  the 
stream.  The  enemy  threw  down  their  arms  and 
surrendered  with  cheers  at  the  suddenness  with 
which  they  were  captured.  The  general  oflBcers 
present  at  this  engagement  were  Generals  Early, 
Long,  Wharton,  LiDey,  and  Rosser,  and  it  has 
always  been  a  wonder  to  me  how  they  escaped, 
unless  they  hid  in  obscure  places  in  ike  houses 
of  the  town.  Colonel  Oapehart,  with  his  bri- 
gade, continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  train 
which  was  stretched  for  miles  over  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  other  two  brigades  pushed  rapid- 
ly after  him,  with  orders  to  encamp  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  substantial  results 
of  this  briUiant  fight  were  eleven  pieces  of  ar- 
tillerv  with  horses  and  caissons  complete,  about 
two  hundred  wagons  and  teams,  all  loaded  with 
subsistence,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  am- 
munition and  officers'  baggage,  seventeen  Imttle- 
flags,  and  sixteen  hnndred  officers  and  enlisted 
men.  The  results  in  a  military  point  of  view 
were  very  great,  as  the  crossing  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  covered  with  snow  as  it  was,  at  any 
other  point  would  have  been  difficult  Before 
leaving  Staunton  for  Waynesboro'.  I  obtained 
•  information  of  a  large  amount  of  rebel  property 
at  Swoop's  depot,  on  the  Lexington  raib-oad, 
and  sent  a  ^arty  to  destroy  it,  whigh  was  done ; 
a  Hat  of  wluch  property  will  be  attached  to  this 
report.  General  Custer's  division  encamped  at 
Brookfield,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Kidge, 
General  Devin's  division  remaining  at  Waynes- 
boro'. The  next  morning  the  prisoners  were 
sent  back  to  Winchester,  under  a  guard  of  about 
fifteen  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  J.  H. 
Thompson,  First  New  Hampshire  cavjjry,  who 
safelv  reached  that  point,  notwithstanaing  he 
was  harassed  by  General  Rosser's  command  as  far 
IS  the  crossing  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Shenan- 


doah near  Mount  Jackson,  at  which  point  Gen- 
eral Rosser  made  a  fierce  attack  upon  him  and 
tried  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  but  he  was  hand- 
somely repulsed  by  Colonel  Tliompson,  who  cap- 
tured some  of  his  men  and  finally  arrived  at 
his  destination  with  all  his  own  prisoners  and 
some  of  Rosser's  men  besides.  General  Devin 
resumed  his  march  at  six  a.  m.,  leaving  General 
Gibbs'  brieade  to  destroy  the  iron  bridge  over 
the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  to  bum 
and  destroy  the  captured  wasons  and  their  con- 
tents. Gleneral  Custer  moved  on  toward  Char- 
lottesville, destroying  much  government  prop- 
erty and  subsistencci  at  Greenwood  depot  and 
Iv^  station,  also  the  railroad  and  the  large 
bridge  over  Meacham's  river,  arriving  at  Char- 
lottesville at  four  p.  M .,  the  mayor  and  several  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  meeting  him  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  city  and  delivering  up  the  keys 
of  the  public  buildings. 

The  roads  from  Waynesboro'  to  Charlottes- 
ville had,  from  the  incessant  rains  and  spring 
thaws,  become  so  terribly  cut  up,  and  the  mud 
was  of  such  a  depth,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
our  train  to  reach  Charlottesville  under  two 
days.  I  therefore  notified  the  command  that  we 
would  remain  two  days  at  this  point  for  the 
purpose  of  resting,  refitting,  and  destroying  the 
railroad;  parties  were  sent  well  out  toward 
Gordonsville  to  break  the  railroad,  and  also 
about  fifteen  miles  toward  liynchburg  for  the 
same  purpose,  to  prevent  troops  massing  on  me 
from  either  Richmond  or  Lynchburg.  A  thor- 
ough and  systematic  destruction  of  the  railroads 
was  then  commenced,  including  the  large  iron 
bridges  over  the  north  and  south  forks  of  the 
Rivanna  river,  and  the  work  was  continued 
until  the  evening  of  the  fifth  instant,  when  Gen- 
eral Gibbs  reported  with  our  trains ;  forage  and 
subsistence  was  found  in  great  abundance  in 
the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville.  Commodore 
Hollins  of  the  confederate  navy  was  killed  while 
trying  to  escape  from  a  scouting  party  from 
General  Custer  s  division.  This  necessary  delay 
forced  me  to  abandon  the  idea  of  capturing 
Lynchburg,  but  trusty  scouts  had  been  sent 
there  to  find  out  the  state  of  affidrs  in  that 
vicinity.  When  the  time  to  start  came  I  deter- 
mined to  separate  into  two  columns,  sending 
Ch^neral  Devin's  division,  under  immediate  com- 
mand of  General  Merritt,  to  Sc^ttsville,  thence 
to  inarch  along  the  James  river  canal,  destroy- 
ing every  lock  as  far  as  Newmarket,  while  with 
Custer's  division  I  pushed  on  up  the  Lynchburg 
railroad  through  North  and  South  Gardens,  de- 
stroying it  as  far  as  Amherst  Court-house,  six- 
teen miles  from  Lynchburg,  and  then  moved 
across  the  country  and  united  with  General 
Merritt's  column  at  Newmarket 

Greneral  Merritt  started  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixth,  first  sending  the  First  Michigan  cavalry, 
Colonel  Maxwell  commanding,  down  the  Rivan- 
na river  to  Palmyra  and  toward  Columbia,  with 
directions  to  rejoin  him  at  Scottsville.  General 
Merritt  thoroughly  accomplished  his  orders,  de- 
stroying all  large  flour-mills,  woollen  factories. 
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and  mannfactnring  establishments,  tearing  up 
and  demolishing  all  the  locks  on  the  James 
river  canal  from  Scottsville  to  Newmarket  I 
had  directed  him  to  try  and  obtain  possession 
of  the  bridge  across  the  James  river  at  Dnij^uids- 
viUe,  intending  to  hold  it  and  strike  the  Soutli- 
side  railroad  at  Appomattox  depot,  and  follow 
up  its  destruction  to  Farmville,  where  the  High 
bridge  crosses  the  Appomattox.  A  bold  dash 
■was  made  to  secure  this  bridge^  but  without 
avail,  as  the  enemy  had  covered  it  with  inflam- 
mable materials  and  set  it  on  fire  the  instant 
their  scouts  signalled  the  approach  of  our  forces ; 
they  also  ana  by  the  same  means  burned  the 
bridge  across  the  James  river  at  Hard  wicksville, 
leaving  me  master  of  all  the  country  north  of 
the  James  river.  My  eight  pontoons  would  <iot 
reach  half  way  across  the  river,  and  my  scouts 
from  Lynchburg  reported  the  enemy  concen- 
trating at  that  point  from  the  west,  together 
with  a  portion  of  General  Pickett's  division 
from  Richmond  and  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry.  It  was 
here  that  I  fully  determined  to  join  the  armies 
of  the  Lieutenant-General  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
instead  of  going  back  to  Winchester,  and  also 
make  a  more-  complete  destruction  of  the  James 
river  canal  and  the  Virginia  Central  and  Fred- 
ericksburg railroads,  connecting  Richmond  with 
Lynchburg  and  Gordonsville.  I  now  had  all 
the  advantage,  and  by  hurrying  quickly  down 
the  canal  and  destroying  it  as  near  Richmond  as 
Goochland  or  beyond,  and  then  moving  up  to 
the  railroad  and  destroying  it  as  close  up  to  the 
city  as  possible  in  the  same  manner  I  did  to- 
ward Lynchburg,  I  felt  convinced  I  was  striking 
a  hard  blow  by  destroying  the  means  of  supply 
to  the  rebel  capital,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  besides  leavine  the 
troops  now  concentrating  at  Lynchburg  wimout 
anything  to  oppose  them,  and  forcing  them  to 
return  to  Richmond.  This  conception  was  at 
once  decided  upon  and  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  bri- 
gade was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Goochliand  and 
beyond,  immediately,  destrojdiig  every  lock 
upon  the  canal  and  cutting  the  banks  wherever 
practicable.  The  next  morning  the  entire  com- 
mand moved  from  Newmarket  down  the  canal 
leisurely,  and  completely  destroying  the  locks 
and  banks  about  the  aqueducts,  and  in  some 
places  cutting  the  banks;  the  rain  and  mud 
still  impeded  u0;  and  the  command,  particularly 
the  transportation,  was  much  worn  and  fatigued ; 
however,  by  replacing  our  worn-out  mules  with 
those  captured  from  General  Early's  trains, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  nearly  two  thousand 
negroes  who  attached  themselves  to  the  com- 
mand, we  managed  to  get  along  in  very  good 
shape,  reaching  Columbia  on  the  evening  of  the 
tenth  instant,  at  which  place  we  were  rejoined 
by  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  brigade. 

Colonel  Fiizhugh  had  destroyed  the  catial 
about  eight  miles  east  of  Goocnland,  thereby 
reducing  it  to  a  very  small  length.  At  Columbia 
we  took  one  day's  rest,  and  1  here  sent  a  commu- 
nication to  the  Lieutenant-General  command- 
ing the  armies,  notifying  him  of  our  success, 


position,  and  condition,  and  requesting  snppliei 
to  be  sent  to  White  House.  My  anxiety  now 
was  to  be  able  to  fiosa  the  Pamunkey.  I  felt 
confident  that  the  enemy  would  march  out  a 
heavy  force  and  try  to  destroy  my  command  and 
prevent  me  from  crossing  the  river.  The  rail- 
road from  Richmond  to  Gordonsville  was  still 
intact,  and  to  go  south  of  the  Pamunkey  river, 
and  between  it  and  Richmond,  I  regarded  as  too 
hazardous,  and  I  was  fearfol  that  the  enemy 
might  use  it  to  get  on  my  flank  and  rear.  Gen^ 
ersd  Custer  was  therefore  directed  to  strike  the 
railroad  at  Frederick's  Hall  and  General  Merritt 
at  Louisa  Court-house.  Greneral  Custer  was 
ordered  to  thoroughly  destroy  the  track  toward 
Richmond  as  far  as  Beaver  Dam,  while  General 
Merritt  did  the  same  thing  from  Louisa  Court- 
house to  Frederick's  HalL  While  at  this  latter 
place  Major  Young's  scouts  from  Richmond 
notified  me  of  preparations  being  made  to  pre- 
vent me  from  getting  to  the  James  river,  and 
that  Pickett's  division  of  infantry  was  coming 
back  from  L3rnchburg  via  the  Southaide  rai^ 
road,  as  was  also  the  cavalry,  but  that  no  ad- 
vance from  Richmond  had  yet  taken  place.  I  at 
once  determined  that  there  was  no  way  to  stop 
me  unless  General  Longstreet  marched  direcdy 
for  the  White  House,  and  that  he  would  be 
unable  to  do  so  if  I  pushed  boldly  on  toward 
Richmond,  as  he  would  be  forced  to  come  out 
and  meet  me  near  Ashland ;  then  I  could  with- 
draw, cross  South  and  North  Anna  and  march 
to  White  House  on  north  side  of  the  Pamunkey. 
It  proved  true.  But,  to  divert  from  the  nar- 
rative ;  when  General  Custer  struck  Frederick's 
Hall  Station  he  entered  it  so  suddenly  that  be 
captured  the  telegraph  office  with  all  the  de- 
spatches. Among  them  was  one  from  Lieuteo- 
ant-Greneral  Early  to  General  Lee,  stating  that 
he  had  been  informed  that  Sheridan's  forces 
were  approaching  Goochland,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  up  with  two  hundred  cavalry 
which  he  had,  and  attack  them  in  the  flank  at 
daylight  General  Caster  immediately  ordered 
a  regiment  of  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  this  bold 
party,  which  in  about  two  hours  it  overtook,  at- 
tacked, and  captured  or  dispersed  in  every 
direction,  Lieuteuant-General  Early  escaping  on 
a  side  roieui  with  five  or  six  orderlies  and  two 
staff  officers ;  he  was,  however,  closely  foOowed 
by  a  small  detachment,  and  his  staff  officers 
captured,  he  barely  escaping  over  the  South 
Anna  with  a  single  orderly,  and  the  next  day  be 
made  his  way  to  Richmond,  after  a  campaign  in 
the  Shenandoah  valley  in  which  he  lost  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  army,  toother  with  his  battle- 
flags,  and  nearly  every  piece  of  artillery  which 
his  troops  opened  upon  us,  and  also  a  la^e  part 
of  his  transportation.  But  to  resume  :  General 
Custor  in  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  instant 
was  directed  to  push  down  the  Negro-foot  road 
and  cross  the  South  Anna.  He  sent  his  scoatr 
ing  parties  up  to  within  eleven  miles  of  Bich- 
mono,  where  they  burned  a  hospital  train:  The 
object  of  this  move  was  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  from  the  North  and  SouUi  Anna 
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bribes  and  brid^^es  over  Little  rivw,  which 
Merritt  was -ordered  to  destroy  with  Devin's 
division ;  Custer's  main  column  meanwhile  being* 
held  at  the  N^ro-foot  crossing  of  the  South 
Anna.  General  Merritt  was  ordered  to  follow 
the  railroad  to  Hanover  Junction,  cross  the 
Little  riv^r,and  go  into  camp  on  the  north  bank 
of  South  Anna.  In  the  attack  upon  the  railroad 
bridge. over  the  South  Anna,  the  Fifth  United 
Stat^  cavalry  charged  up  to  the  iHridge,  dis- 
monnted,  dashed  across  it,  and  drove  away  the 
company  of  artillery  who  tried  to  defend  it,  and 
torrod  their  own  guns — four  twenty-pounder 
Pkrrotts — upon  them.  I  here  received  a  de- 
apafch  from  the  Lieutenant-General  that  supplies 
were  at  the  White  House  for  me,  and  one 
loigade  of  infimtry;  and  also  captured  the 
Mowing  despatch,  which  led  me  to  doubt 
wheUier  General  Longstreet  had  yet  determined 
in  his  own  mind  where  I  was  going : 


Hiwym  Jovcnov,  March  14—11:25. 
[Bf  telegraph  from  Bichmond.] 

Colonel  Haskbll — General  Longstreet  desires 
joa  to  follow  the  enemy  if  he  ^oes  east,  until  he 
crosses  the  Rapidan  or  Blue  Kidge.  If  he  goes 
toward  ^e  Peninsula  foUow  as  far  as  you  can. 

By  order  of  lieutenantOeneral  Ewell : 

T.  0.  CHKsnnET, 

AeaistaDt  A<UQtaaM9eneral. 

Next  momine  Greneral  Custer  was  ordered  to 
move  by  the  Negro-foot  crossing  of  the  South 
Anna,  and  thence  to  Ashland,  and  General  Devin 
VBs  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  same  point  This 
developed  the  situation.  The  prisoners  capture^ 
in  front  of  Ashland  reported  Longstreet,  with 
Ficketf  s  and  Johnson's  divisions  and  Fitz  Lee's 
cavalry,  on  the  Ashland  road,  in  the  direction 
of  Richmoud,  and  four  miles  from  Ashland.  My 
course  was  now  dear  and  the  feint  successfuL 
General  Devin  was  quickly  ordered  to  the  north 
ride  of  the  South  Anna  and  General  Custer  was 
ordered  to  follow,  sending  Colonel  Pennington's 
brieade  to  amuse  the  enemy,  cover  his  front 
and  gradually  fall  back.  The  whole  command 
was,  meanwhile,  ordered  to  cross  the  North 
Anna  and  go  into  camp  at  Carmel  church,  and 
at  daylight  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  White 
House,  via  Mangohick  church.  I  then  knew  I 
oodld  get  to  W^te  House  before  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  could  not  operate  upon  the  ChicloAr 
liominy,  as  it  would  be  too  close  to  the  lipes  of 
tbe  Army  of  the  James.  The  enemy,  finding 
tint  he  had  made  a  mistake,  moved  rapidly 
during  the  night  toward  the  Pamunkey,  through 
Hanover  Comt-house,  but  forgot  his  pontoon 
trains  and  could  not  cross  the  river ;  it  would 
bave  made  no  difference,  however,  as  I  then 
could  have  gotten  to  the  White  House  without 
question. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth 
we  leisurely  resumed  the  march  to  White 
House,  encamping  at  Mangohick  church.  On 
the  seventeentn  we  marched  to  and  encamped 
at  Prince  William  Court-house.    On  the  eigh- 


teenth we  reached  Indiantown,  and  on  the  nine- 
teenth crossed  the  Pamunkey,  at  White  House, 
on  the  railroad  bridge,  which  had  been  repaired 
by  lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  Lieutenant- 
Gfeneral  Grant's  staff;  we  here  found  supphes  in 
abundance. 

The  amount  of  private  and  public  property 
collected  for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  and  destroy- 
ed, and  the  destruction  of  lines  of  communica- 
tion and  supplies  was  very  great  and  beyond 
estimating. 

Every  bridge  on  the  Central  raih-oad  between 
Richmond  and  Lynchburg,  except  the  one  over 
the  Chickahominy  and  that  over  the  James 
river  at  Lynchburg,  and  many  of  the  culverts, 
were  destroyed.  The  James  river  canal  was 
disabled  beyond  any  immediate  repair.  There, 
perhaps,  never  was  a  march  where  nature  offer- 
ed such  impediments  and  shrouded  herself  in 
such  eloom  as  upon  this.  Incessant  rain,  deep 
and  almost  impassable  streams,  swamps  and 
mud  were  overcome  with  a  constant  cheerful- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  troops  that  was  truly 
admirable.  Both  officers  and  men  appeared 
buoyed  up  by  the  thought  that  we  haa  com- 
pleted our  work  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  that  we  were  on  our  way  to  help  our 
brothers  in  arms  in  front  of  Petersburg  in  the 
final  struggle. 

Our  loss  in  horses  was  considerable,  almost 
entirely  from  hoof-rot  After  refitting  at  White 
House  until  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  we  re- 
sumed our  march,  crossing  the  Chickahominy 
at  Jones'  bridge,  and  arriving  at  and  crossii^ 
the  James  river  on  the  evening  of  March  twenty- 
fifth,  and  on  the  following  daj',  by  direction  of 
the  Lieutenant-General,  went  mto  camp  at  Han- 
cock's station,  on  the  railroad  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg. The  whole  number  of  prisoners  captured 
on  me  march  was  about  sixteen  hundred,  but 
some  of  them  we  were  obliged  to  parole,  as 
they  were  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  column, 
though,  after  the  first  three  days,  our  marches 
did  not  average  over  eighteen  miles  per  day. 

To  General  Merritt,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Generals 
Custer  and  T.  C.  Devin.  division  commanders, 
Generals  Gibbs  and  Wells  and  Colonels  Fita- 
hugh,  Capehart,  Sta^,  and  Pennington,  brigade 
commanders,  my  stiS,and  every  omcer  and  man 
of  the  First  and  Third  cavalry  divisions  I  return 
my  sincere  thanks  for  patriotic,  unmurmuring, 
and  soldierly  conduct 

To  Major  H.  H.  Young,  of  my  staff;  Chief  of 
Scouts,  and  the  thirty  or  forty  men  of  his  com- 
mand who  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  cheer- 
fully going  wherever  ordered,  to  obtain  that 
freat  essential  of  success — information — ^I  ton- 
er my  gratitude.  Ten  of  these  men  were  lost. 
Our  enture  loss  during  the  march  did  not  exceed 
one  hundred  men ;  and  some  of  these  we  left 
by  the  wayside,  unable  to  bear  the  fatigues  of 
the  march. 

This  report  should  be  regarded  as  the  preface 
of  my  report  of  operations  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg and  Bichmond,  as  my  command  only  rested 
one  day  heiore  its  conmiencement 
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I  forward  herewith  list  of  prisoners  captured, 
and  property  destroyed. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

P.  H.  Shebidak, 

Brevet  Major-General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  stall;  WashiDgUm,  D.  a 
Official: 

E.  D.  TOWNBBND. 

Assistant  A4jataiit-0eneral. 
Adjutant   General's    Office,    November    18, 
1865. 
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LOSS  OP  THE  HOUSATONia 

Chabubtov,  SL  Cf  June  10, 1864. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  Housatonic,  at 
Charleston,  nothing  has  been  heard  of  Captain 
Dixon  and  his  crew,  by  whom  the  act  was  ac- 
complished. The  following  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject is  addressed  to  Major<General  Maury : 

OPflOB  SmiABISI  DUUKB,  \ 

CBABLKXOii,  April  29,1864./ 

GENBHAL—The  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Housatonic  was  attacked  and  destroyed  by 
Lieutenant  Dixon  and  crew  on  the  night  of  the 
seventeenth  of  February.*  Since  that  time  no 
information  has  been  received  of  either  boat  or 
crew. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  torpedo  being 
placed  at  the  bow  of  the  boat,  she  went  into  the 
hole  made  in  the  Housatonic  by  explosion  of 
the  torpedo,  and  did  not  have  power  sufficient 
to  back  out,  consequently  sunk  with  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gbat, 
Captain  In  charge  Torpedoes* 
To  Major-General  D.  H.  Maubt, 

District  of  the  Gulf,  Mobile,  Ala. 
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CAPTURE  OP  THE  QUEEN  CITY. 

9t,  LouB,  Jolf  2, 1861 

The  rebel  General  Shelby  attacked  the  gun- 
boat Queen  City,  No.  26,  on  the  morning  ot  the 
twenty-fourth  instant,  while  lying  ofif  Clarendon, 
on  White  River,  at  anchor.  The  attack  was 
made  between  three  and  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  with 
a  battery  of  four  guns,  two  ten  and  two  twelve 
pounders,  at  a  range  of  about  one  hundred 
yardts.  The  combat  was  terrible  for  a  short 
time.  The  machinery  of  the  Queen  City  was 
soon  disabled,  and  the  Commander,  Captain 
Hickey,  commenced  dropping  with  the  current, 
with  a  view  to  get  a  r;^nge  for  his  guns,  which 
it  was  difficult  to  do  owing  to  the  high  banks 
and  narrow  stream. 

After  a  contest  of  nearly  an  hour  he  was  com- 

•  See  Bebellioa  Record,  Vol.  8,  p.  891.  Docomflnts. 


pelled  to  surrender,  previous  to  which  he  in- 
formed his  men,  and  gave  them  the  privilege  cf 
%ying  the  only  means  of  escape  (swimming  to 
the  shore  on  ^e  opposite  bank),  if  they  pre- 
ferred that  to  surrenaer. 

Many  of  the  men  took  to  the  water,  most  of 
them  reaching  the  shore  in  safety.  A  few  wen 
shot  in  the  water.  The  boat  was  surrendered 
to  Shelby  in  a  disabled  condition,  together  with 
about  thirty  officers  and  men.  Most  of  the 
men  were  colored  seamen  and  of  their  fi^te  thert 
is  no  reliable  intelligenoe.  The  officers  were 
divided  into  three  squads  and  sent  in  difficreiit 
directions  under  flags  of  truce ;  one  to  Duvall's 
Bluff  with  Captain  Hickey,  his  pilot,  and  a  cabin 
boy,  another  to  Helena,  whidi  had  been  there 
two  days  when  the  Platte  Valley  passed ;  the 
third  not  heard  from.  Upon  getting  poasessioa 
of  the  Queen  City,  Shelby  improved  his  time  by 
taking  her  effects  ashore  as  quickly  as  possible. 
The  paymaster  is  supposed  to  have  had  about 
$6,000  in  money.  She  had  a  good  supply  of 
clothing,  which  was  appropriated  by  Shelby's 
men,  as  was  evident  nrom  the  amount  of  rags 
left  on  the  bank.  He  also  got  a  twelve-pound 
howitzer,  mounted  on  two  wheels,  which  gave 
him  five  guns  to  hold  the  point  with.  At  about 
nine  o'clock  the  same  morning  he  was  apprised 
of  the  approach  of  the  gunboats  Tyler,  Fawn, 
and  Naumkeag,  in  convoy  of  a  fleet  of  ten  trans- 

g)rts,  in  command  of  Captain  Bache,  of  the  Tylep.. 
e  having  learned  of  the  disaster  to  the  Qum 
City,  through  the  refueees  from  her,  had  order- 
ed the  transports  back  to  the  bluJf,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  despatch  to  Clarendon.  On  his 
approach  to  the  bluff,  Shelby  fired  her  to  make 
his  work  of  destruction  more  complete.  The 
explosion  was  heard  many  miles,  and  the  Queen 
Citv  was  a  thing  of  the  past  Before  the  smoke 
had  cleared  away.  Captain  Badie,  of  the  Tyler, 
Captain  Grace,  of  the  Fawn,  and  Cq>tain  Ro- 
gers, of  the  Naumkeag  (a  noble  tno),  approad^d. 
General  Shelby  had  chosen  a  position  to  give 
them  battle,  and,  with  a  bravery  worthy  of  a 
better  cause,  the  rebel  G^eneral,  with  his  men. 
worked  their  batteries.  Well  did  they  stand 
the  repeated  broadsides  of  the  boats,  as  they 
ran  the  batteries ;  nor  was  there  any  apparent 
flinching  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  until  m  gun- 
boats rounded  to,  after  having  run  past 

Then  came  the  enfilading  fire  from  a  range 
that  gave  Shelby's  men  more  than  was  cooge- 
nial,  and  he  precipitately  decamped  to  the 
woods,  leaving  his  prize  gun  and  considerable 
of  the  ci^tur^  ordnance  on  the  bank,  to  be  re- 
taken by  our  brave  sailor-boys. 

The  Tyler  received  eleven  shots.  Eight  or 
ten  men  were  wounded:  all  doing  well  The 
pilot  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  head.  Hopes 
are  entertained  of  his  recovery.  It  is  thought 
there  was  no  one  mortally  wounded  in  this  en- 
gagement on  our  side,  nor  do  we  know  tiie 
casualties  of  the  enemy.  They  must  have  been 
severely  punished  when  they  abandoned  a  good 
twelve-pound  gun  on  a  light  carriage,  that  conid 
have  been  drawn  by  four  men  out  of  the  reach 
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of  the  gunboats.  General  Shelbj  having  re- 
tired from  the  river,  Captain  Bache  collected 
the  woimded  and  BtragglerB  and  brought  them 
to  Dayall's  Bluff,  and  commonicated  with  Gene- 
ral Steele,  and  he  immediately  ordered  a  force 
imder  General  Carr  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of 
tction.  General  Carr,  with  about  three  thon^ 
stnd  in&ntry  and  cavalry,  on  transports,  accom- 
mmed  by  the  above  gunboats,  lahded  at  Claren- 
don on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-siztii  instant, 
to  again  contest  C^eneral  Shelby's  position. 
Skirmishing  commenced  immediately,  but  it  was 
soon  apparent  to  the  most  experienced  com- 
nander,  that  Shelby  was  not  disposed  to  make 
a  stand.  General  Carr  followed  him  some  twenty 
miles  to  the  interior,  with  slight  skirmishing, 
and  having  no  transportation  returned  to  the 
river  bv  easy  marches.  The  General  arrived  at 
Qarendon  about  midnight  of  the  twenty-eighth 
instant  He  captured  one  twentv-four-pounder 
ran  (that  must  have  been  taken  from  the  Oueen 
City  after  she  was  sunk,  while  the  gunboats 
were  away  with  their  wounded^,  and  one  thirty- 
two^pounder  that  he  brought  with  him  from  the 
south  side  of  the  Arkansas. 

General  Carr  captured  one  rebel  Colonel, 
wounded,  believed  to  be  Colonel  Schenck,  and 
many  wounded  were  found,  but  owing  to  (he 
excessive  heat,  were  left  in  care  of  their  friends. 
Oar  losses  could  not  be  ascertained,  from  the 
&ct  that  we  did  not  know  how  many  there  were 
taken  prisoners;  could  learn  of  but  five  deaths 
sod  twenty  wounded.  There  were  many  cases 
of  eunstrc^ce  ;  among  them,  Lieutenan^Colonel 
Stephens,  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  cavalry,  well 
known  in  St  Louis,  who  was  carried  from  the 
field,  supposed  to  be  dead,  but  he  lives  to  fight 
SBother  day. 
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RAID  ON  DUFFIELD'S  DEPOT.  VA. 

DuFFiBLDX  yjL.,JntySf  1864. 

Our  quiet  village  was  thrown  into  quite  a 
itir  last  Wednesday,  about  two  o'clock,  by  the 
appearanoe  of  a  fiag-of-truce  coming  in  from  the 
rebel  side  of  the  road,  and  demanding  the  un- 
conditional surrender  of  this  post  The  com- 
mand here,  consisting  of  two  companies,  I  and 
F,of  (he  First  Maryland,  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 
imder  command  ot  Lieutenant  John  Beard,  who 
was  at  the*  time  away  on  official  business,  the 
command  at  the  time  falling  upon  Lieutenants 
Lone  and  Matthews,  who  bad  to  comply  with 
tile  demand  of  the  rebels^  their  force  consisting 
of  about  four  hundred  cavalry,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  rebels  then  entered  the  camp, 
taking  prisoners  all  the  men  found  about  the 
encampment,  some  forty  seven,  after  which  the^ 
entirely  destroyed  the  camp  with  all  its  equi- 
page, together  with  all  the  books  and  [mpers  be- 
longing to  the  command.  During  this  time  a 
large  number  entered  the  store  at  this  place  and 
plundered  and  carried  off  nearly  the  entire  stockt 


of  dry  goods  and  groceries,  boots  and  shoes, 
causmg  a  loss  to  the  owner  of  about  two 
thousand  dollars.  They  also  took  a  large 
amount  of  goods  from  the  Waw  House,  b^ 
longing  to  other  parties,  to  the  amount  of 
some  four  thousand  dollars,  after  which  they 
left,  and  the  last  heard  of  them  they  had  crossed 
the  Shenandoah  without  molestation.  There 
was  no  damage  done  to  the  railroad  or  trains. 
They  cut  the  telegraph  wire  near  this  place,  and 
expected  to  have  captured  the  mail  train  going 
east,  but  the  train  was  notified  in  time  to  put 
back  before  getting  here.  The  place  was  soon 
occupied  by  our  troops.  Those  who  escaped 
coming  in,  and  the  pickets  that  had  been  cut 
off  making  their  appearance,  with  a  portion  of 
other  forces  near  at  hand  made  us  feel  safe 
again. 
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GEKEBAL  AYEBELLS  EXPEDITION. 

Chablbrov,  West  Vibodha,) 
July  6,   1864.    / 

The  cavalry  of  this  department  is  divided  into 
two  divisions,  of  which  General  Averell  com- 
mands the  second.  On  the  first  of  May  this  di- 
vision, starting  from  Charleston,  moved  down 
through  the  uninhabited  and  almost  unknown  re- 
gion of  South-western  Virginia,  toward  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee  railroad.  The  design  of  the 
movement  was  to  prevent  such  a  concentration 
of  the  rebel  force  as  would  defeat  or  delay  the 
main  column  of  General  Crook  moving  on  Dub- 
lin depot.  For  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  across 
deep  streams  and  over  trackless  mountains, 
where  a  wheel  had  never  been  seen,  and  up 
which  the  horses  were  dragged,  amon^  fallen 
trees  and  huge  rocks,  the  command  held  its  way, 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  an  active  enemy. 
The  news  of  their  approach  preceded  them,  and 
at  Cove  Gap,  eight  miles  from  Wytheville,  they 
encountered  the  command  of  General  W.  £. 
Jones,  which,  advancing  against  Crook,  had 
been  brought  to  a  halt  by  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  this  new  enemy  at  their  very  camps. 
The  rebels  were  five  thousand,  and  they  doubt- 
less expected  to  crusl),  easily  the  little  division 
of  eighteen  hundred  men,  which  had  so  impu- 
den^  thrust  itself  between  them  and  their  goal 
For  five  hours  they  hurled  themselves  against 
it,  until  dark  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  and  they 
retired  to  WytheviUe,  leaving  Averell,  wounded 
in  the  head^  to  move  off  the  field  unmolested, 
with  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  men. 
The  object  of  the  expedition  had  been  accom 
plished,  for  Crook  was,  at  this  time,  on  his  way 
to  Lewisburg,  having  defeated  the  ex- Vice- 
President,  and  destroyed  New  river  bridge. 
Averell*8  command  moving  toward  Lewisburg, 
destroyed  the  railroad  from  New  river  to 
Christianbuiv,  at  which  place  two  guns  were 
captured.  Tiie  ammunition  had  been  spoiled 
in  crossing  New  river  and  by  days'  and  nights' 
exposure  to  rain,  and  no  more  could  be  obtained 
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until  Crook's  column  waa  reached.  A  junction 
was  effected  with  bim  at  Union,  and  tne  divi- 
aion  halted  there  to  cover  the  passage  of  his 
command  across  the  Greenbrier. 

Thej  encamped  at  Lewisburg  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  May,  having  marched  three  hundred 
and  fifty-one  miles.  They  were  out  nineteen 
days  on  nine  days*  rations,  and  with  such  for- 
age for  their  horses  as  they  could  pick  up 
during  the  unfirequent  halts.  Restii^  for  ten 
days  without  supplies,  and  on  half  rations,  they 
moved  eastward  to  join  General  Hunter  at 
Staunton,  which  place  was  reached  on  the  ninth 
day  of  June.  Now  commenced  the  real  work 
of  the  already  worn-out  division.  In  advance 
of  the  army,  they  occupied  Lexington,  drove 
the  enemy  thence  to  Buchanan,  so  rapidly  that 
the  bridge  over  the  James  at  that  point  was 
destroyed  only  by  leaving  the  rebel  General 
McCausland  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to 
escape  by  swimming  as  best  he  might  IVom 
Lexington  a  detachment  was  sent  out  by  Gene- 
ral Averell  which  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge ;  cut 
the  L3mchburg  and  Charlottesville  rulroad; 
swam  the  James  river;  destroyed  the  Sou&- 
side  raihroad;  passed  around  Lynchburg  and 
rejoined  the  division  at  Liberty.  They  passed 
tlurough  Imboden's  camp  by  night,  killing  and 
capturing  a  number  of  his  men,  and  makine 
prisoner  of  the  sentinel  in  front  of  the  h^kcU 

Suarters  of  the  rebel  General.  While  at 
'uchanan,  a  portion  of  the  Second  cavalry 
division  destroyed  the  branch  of  the  Tredegar 
Iron  Works,  near  Fincastle.  'I*he  enemy  were 
driven  by  the  Second  cavalry  division,  in  a  suc- 
cession of  sharp  skionishes  from  Liberty  to 
New  London,  from  New  London  to  the  point 
where,  meeting  their  main  body,  they  had  re- 
solved to  make  their  final  struggle.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  seventeenth,  AvereU,  unsup- 
ported, attacked  the  enemy  in  front  of  Lynch- 
burg, and  by  the  impetuosity  of  his  assault, 
drove  them  nearly  a  mile  before  the  infiantrv 
could  come  up.  A  carbine  would  carrv  its  ball 
from  the  place  where  Averell  drove  the  rebels 
to  the  spot  where  the  foremost  Union  soldier 
fell  the  next  day.  It  is  generally  considered 
the  thing  for  infiuitry  to  assist  cavalry,  and  had 
all  our  infantrv  been  up  that  night,  the  rising 
moon  would  have  seen  the  Union  troops  in 
Lvnchburg.  That  night  General  Hanter  assert- 
ed that  to  Averell  belonged  the  honor  of  the 
day.  During  the  fighting  of  the  eighteenth  the 
Second  division  protected  the  right  and  rear. 
In  the  retreat  which  followed  the  battle  of  the 
e^hteenth,  General  Averell  with  his  division 
brought  up  the  rear.  At  Liberty  ihe  division, 
and  especially  the  first  brigade,  sustained  for 
two  hours  a  fierce  attack  irom  the  pursuing 
enemy,  the  infantry  a  mile  in  rear  commenting 
t^>on  the  progress  of  the  fight  and  quietly 
cooking  their  coffee,  while  the  slighted  cavalry 
were  beating  back  a  superior  force,  that  the 
weary  footmen  might  rest.  And  this  was  done 
by  the  Second  division,  for  the  other  was  alreadv 
w  on  its  way  to  SaleoL  Marching  his  division  all 


that  night  and  holding  it  in  line  of  battle  aD  the 
next  day.  the  evening  of  the  twentieth  found 
General  Averell  hurrying  on  to  Salem,  pidLetiog 
Uie  roads,  and  ensurii^  a  safe  mardi  to  the 
trains  and  worn-out  column.  At  Salem  the  diri- 
sion  repulsed  a  fierce  attack  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  retreating  army,  and  while  so  engiged 
their  commander  received  notice  of  the  most 
serious  disasteif  of  the  campaign.  By  gross  neg- 
lect of  the  orders  of  Greneral  Averell  a  bj- 
rcwd  had  been  left  without  a  picket,  and  m 
enemy  suddenly  advancing  upon  it,  attacked  the 
artillery  and  captured  ten  pieces,  but  AvereQ 
moved  his  division  quickly  to  the  spot  and  in 
fifteen  minutes,  by  a  gallant  chaige,  had  recH>- 
tured  the  guns  with  thirty  prisoners,  loeiiie, 
however,  forty  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Now  rumors  became  rife  of  an  enemy  in  osr 
front,  and  Averell  was  put  in  <diarge  of  all  the 
cavalry,  and  hurried  in  advance,  leaving  one 
brigade  of  his  own  division  as  rear  gufud  of 
the  army.  To  General  Averell,  now  that  the 
rear  was  comparatively  safe,  was  ratnutMl 
tlie  task  of  choosing  a  sure  route  of  retreat, 
and  repulsine  the  enemy  should  he  dare  io 
interfere  wim  the  homeward  inarch  of  the 
column.  This  done,  the  cavalry  again  took 
the  rear,  ^protecting  tiie  trains,  picking  up  the 
numerous  stragglers,  and  transporting  on  the 
wagons  and  on  their  own  horses  such  of  the 
starving  footmen  as  could  walk  no  further. 
The  loss  of  the  division  in  this  campaign  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  wounded^  and 
missing  in  action.  This  ends  the  story.  Hie 
first  in  advance,  the  last  in  retreat,  their  casual- 
ties nearly  double  in  proportion  to  those  of  die 
rest  of  the  anny,  show  ue  duty  that  they  did. 
The  history  of  this  past  campaign,  truly  tol<L 
will  reflect  honor  alike  upon  the  General  and 
the  troops  which  he  commanded. 


Doall5. 
SUBBENDEB  OF  GENERAL  B.  E.  LEEL 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOBf^IENOKAL  MKAOB. 

Ha*iM|omM  Am- or  nn  Pmouo,  I 
AprUao^lSSk    f 

CoLOKEL— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with a  succinct  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
army  in  tiie  recent  campaign  resulting  in  the 
evacuation  of  fiichmond  and  Petersburg,  and 
terminating  in  tihe  surrender  of  tiie  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia. 

On  the  twentv-ninth  ultimo,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  received  from  the  Lieutenant-Geneiil 
commanding,  the  Second  and  Fifth  corps  were 
moved  across  Hatcher's  run,  the  former  by  the 
Yaughan  road,  the  latter  by  the  old  stage  road 
crossing  at  Perkins*.  The  Second  corps,  hold- 
ing the  extreme  left  of  the.line  before  Peten- 
burg  prior  to  moving,  was  relieved  by  l^or- 
General  Gibbon,  commanding  two  divisions  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  corps. 

Major-General  Humphreys,  commanding  the 
Second    corps,   was   direotod    after  ccomo^ 
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Hatcher's  mn.  to  take  position  with  his  right 
resting  on  Hatcher's  run,  and  his  left  extending 
to  the  Quaker  road,  Major-General  Warren, 
commanding  Filth  corps,  was  directed  at  first 
to  take  position  at  the  intersection  of  the 
Yanghan  and  Quaker  roads,  and  subsequently, 
about  noon  of  the  twenty-ninth,  he  was  ordered 
to  move  up  the  Quaker  road  beyond  Gravelly 
run. 

These  orders  were  duly  executed,  and  by 
evening  Major-General  Humphreys  was  in  po- 
sition, his  right  resting  near  Dabney's  mill,  and 
his  left  near  GraveDy  meeting-house,  on  the 
Quaker  road.  In  taking  this  position  Major- 
ueneral  Humphreys  encountered  but  little  op- 
position, meeting  only  a  small  force  in  a  line  of 
rifle-pits,  who  were  quickly  driven  out  Major- 
General  Warren  was  delaved  in  his  movement 
by  having  to  rebuild  the  bridge  over  Gravelly 
run.  The  advance  of  his  column,  Brigadier- 
General  Grifhus  division,  was  attacked  about 
four  p.  M .,  when  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond 
Gravelly  run,  by  Bushrod  Johnson's  division. 
A  spirited  engagement  ensued,  in  which 
Griffin  handsomely  repulsed  and  drove  the  ene- 
my, capturing  over  one  hundred  prisoners. 

On  the  thirtiitfi,  Major-General  Humphreys 
again  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  into  his 
main  line  of  works,  and  by  night  occupying  a 
fine  from  the  Crow  house,  on  Batcher's  run,  to 
the  intersection  of  the  Dabney's  mill  and  Boyd- 
ton  plank-roads. 

Major-General  Warren  during  this  day  ad- 
vanced on  the  Quaker  road  to  its  intersection 
with  the  Boydton  plank,  and  pushed  Ayres' 
division  in  a  north-westerly  direction  over  the 
White  Oak  road.  No  fighting  of  any  conse- 
quence occurred  this  day  except  picket  skir- 
mishing and  exchange  of  artillery  shots  from 
the  respective  lines,  now  close  to  each  other. 

During  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  Major-Gen- 
eral Humphreys,  who  had  intrenched  bis  line, 
was  directed  to  relieve  Griffin's  division,  Fifth 
corps,  by  Miles'  division,  and  Major-General 
Warren  was  ordered  to  move  both  Crawford 
and  Griffin  within  supporting  distance  of 
Ayres,  whose  position  on  the  extreme  left 
was  considered  likely  to  invite  attack. 

On  the  thirty-first,  about  ten  a.  m.,  Ayres, 
under  General  Warren's  orders,  advanced  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  in  position  on  the  White 
Oak  road.  AyreB*  attack  was  unsuccessful, 
and  was  followed  by  such  a  vigorous  attack  of 
the  enemy  that  Ayres  was  compelled  to  fsdl 
bsck  upon  Crawford,  who,  in  turn,  was  so 
strongly  pressed  by  the  enemy  as  to  force 
both  divisions  back  in  considerable  disorder 
to  the  position  occupied  by  Griffin,  when  the 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased.  Immediately  on 
ascertaining  the  condition  of  afihirs,  Major- 
General  Humphreys  was  ordered  to  move  to 
Warren's  support,  and  that  officer  promptly 
sent  Miles*  aivision  to  attack  in  na^k  the 
force  operating  against  Warren. 

This  movement  was  handsomely  executed  by 
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Miles,  who,  attacking  the  enemy  vigorously, 
drove  him  back  to  his  former  position  on  the 
White  Oak  road,  capturing  several  colors  and 
many  prisoners. 

In  the  mean  time  Warren  advanced  with 
Griffin's  division,  supported  by  such  portions  of 
Ayres*  and  Crawford's  divisions  as  could  be  ral- 
lied, and  regaining  the  position  held  bv  Ayres 
in  the  morning,  Griffin  attacked  with  Chamber- 
lain's brigade,  driving  the  enemy  and  securing  a 
lodgement  on  the  White  Oak  road. 

These  operations  over,  hearing  heavy  firing  to 
the  left  and  rear,  which  was  presumed  to  be  the 
cavalry  moving  up  from  Dinwiddle  Court-house, 
Warren  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  down 
the  White  Oak  road  to  cooperate  with  the  cav- 
alry. This  brigade  by  night  reached  the  cross- 
ing of  Gravelly  run,  by  the  road  leading  through 
J.  Boisseau's,  where,  not  meeting  any  enemy,  it 
bivouacked. 

During  the  night,  having  been  directed  to 
send  support  to  Major-General  Sheridan  at  Din- 
widdle Court-house,  Major-General  Warren  was 
ordered  to  move  with  his  whole  corps,  two  di- 
visions by  the  White  Oak  road  and  one  by  the 
Boydton  plank-road.  Maior-G^neral  Humphreys 
was  ordered  to  extend  his  left  as  far  as  prao- 
ticable,  consistent  with  its  security. 

During  the  foregoing  operations,  the  Sixth 
and  Ninth  corps  remained  m  the  lines  in  front 
of  Petersbmrg,  with  orders  to  watch  the  enemy 
closely,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  lines  in  their 
front  being  weakened,  to  attack. 

On  April  first,  after  consultation  with  the 
Lieutenant-G^eneral  commanding,  believing  from 
the  operations  on  his  right  that  the  enemy's 
lines  on  his  left  must  be  thinly  held,  orders 
were  sent  to  Major-Generals  Wright  and  Parke 
to  attack  the  next  morning  at  four.  About 
seven  p.  m.,  intelligence  having  been  received  of 
the  brilliant  success  of  the  cavalry  and  Fifth 
corps  at  Five  Forks,  orders  were  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Parke  and  Wright  to  open  their  batteries 
and  press  the  enemy  s  picket  line.  At  the  same 
time^  Miles*  division.  Second  corps,  was  de- 
tached to  the  support  of  Major-General  Sheri- 
dan, and  Major^eneral  Humphre3r8  advised  of 
the  intended  attacks  of  the  Twenty-fourth, 
Sixth,  and  Fifth  corps,  and  directed  to  hold  his 
two  remaining  divisions  ready  to  cooperate  in 
the  same,  should  they  prove  successful. 

On  the  second  of  April,  Ma^or-€reneral  Wrieht 
attacked  at  four  a,  m.,  carryuig  everything  be- 
fore him,  taking  possession,  of  the  enemy's 
strong  line  of  works,  and  capturing  many  guns 
and  prisoners.  After  carrying  the  enemy's  line 
in  his  front,  and  reaching  the  Boydton  plank- 
road,  Major-General  Wright  turned  to  his  left, 
and  swept  down  the  enemy's  line  of  intrench- 
ments  till  near  Hatcher's  run,  where,  meeting 
the  head  of  the  Twenty-fourth  corps.  General 
Wright  retraced  his  steps  and  advanced  on 
the  Boydton  plank-road  toward  Petersburg,  en- 
countering the  enemy  in  an  inner  line  of  worjcs 
immediately  aroimd  the  city.     Major-General 
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Wright  deployed  his  corps  confronting  their 
workSf  in  conjunction  with  the  Twentj-foorth 
and  part  of  the  Second  corps. 

Major-Greneral  Parke's  attack  at  four  a.  m.  was 
also  successful,  carrying  the  enemy's  lines,  cap- 
turing guns  and  prisoners,  but  the  position  of 
the  Ninth  corps,  confrontine  that  portion  of  the 
enemy's  line,  the  longest  held  and  most  strongly 
fortified,  it  was  found  he  held  a  second  and  inner 
line,  which  Major-Oeneral  P&rke  was  unable  to 
carry.  Receiving  a  despatch  during  the  morn- 
ing from  Major-C^neral  Parke,  reporting  his  be- 
ing pressed  by  the  enemy,  the  troops  left  in 
City  Point  defences,  under  Briffadier-Qeneral 
Benham  and  Brevet  Brigadier-Greneral  CoUis, 
were  ordered  up  to  General  Parke's  support ; 
their  prompt  arrival  enablinfl^  them  to  render 
material  assistance  to  (General  Parke  in  holding 
hia  lines. 

80  soon  as  Major-Greneral  Wright's  success 
was  reported,  Major-General  Humphreys  was 
ordered  to  advance  with  the  remaining  divisions 
of  his  corps ;  Hays,  on  the  right,  advanced  and 
captured  a  redoubt  in  front  of  the  Grow  house, 
taking  a  gun  and  over  one  hundred  prisoners. 
Mott,  on  the  left,  on  advancing  on  the  Boydton 
plank-road,  found  the  enemy's  line  evacuated. 
Hays  and  Mott  pushed  forward  and  joined  the 
Sixth  corps  confronting  the  enemy.  Early  in 
tiie  morning  Miles,  reporting  his  return  to  his 
position  on  the  White  Oak  road,  was  ordered  to 
advance  on  the  Claiborne  road  simultaneously 
with  Mott  and  Hays.  Miles,  perceiving  the 
enemy  were  moving  to  his  right,  pursued  and 
overtook  him  at  Sutherland's  station,  where  a 
sharp  engagement  took  place,  Miles  handling 
his  single  division  with  great  skill  and  gallantry, 
capturing  several  guns  and  many  prisoners.  On 
receiving  intelligence  of  Miles  being  en^raged. 
Hays  was  sent  to  his  support,  but  did  not  reach 
the  field  till  the  action  was  over. 

At  three  a.  m.  of  the  second  of  jkpril,  Majot- 
Grenerals  Parke  and  Wright  reported  no  enemy 
in  their  front,  when,  on  advancing.  It  was  ascer- 
tained Petersburg  was  evacuated. 

Wilcox's  division,  Ninth  corps,  was  ordered 
to  occupy  the  town,  and  the  Second,  Sixtii,  and 
Ninth  corps  immediately  moved  up  tlie  river, 
reaching  tibat  night  the  vicinity  of  Sutherland's 
station. 

The  next  tiiree  days,  the  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth,  the  pursuit  was  continued  along  the  river 
and  Namozine  roads — the  Fifth  corps  following 
the  cavalry,  and  the  Second  and  Sixth  following 
the  Fifth  ;  the  Ninth  having  been  detached  to 

Siard  the  Southside  raihroad.  The  progress  of 
e  troops  was  greatly  impeded  by  Sie  bad 
character  of  the  roads,  the  presence  of  the  sup- 
ply-trains of  the  Fifth  corps  and  oavdry,  and 
by  the  frequent  changes  of  position  of  ^  cav- 
aury,  to  whom  the  right  of  way  was  given.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourth,  receiving  a  despatch 
from  Mi^or-General  Sheridan  tiiat  his  army  was 
in  position  at  Amelia  Court-house,  immediate 
orders  were  given  for  the  assumption  of  the 


march  by  the  troops  of  the  Second  and  Sixtk 
corps,  reaching  Jetersville  between  four  and 
five  p.  M.,  where  the  Fifth  corps  was  found  in- 
trenched expecting  an  attack.  No  attack  being 
made,  on  the  mormng  of  the  sixth  of  April  the 
three  corps  were,  moved  in  the  direction  d 
Amdia  Court-house,  with  the  intention  of  at 
tacMng  the  enemy,  if  found  there ;  bat  soon 
after  moving,  intelngence  was  received  that  Lee 
had  moved  from  Amelia  Court-house  towird 
Farmville.  The  direction  of  the  corps  wts 
changed,  and  the  six  corps  moved  from  the 
right  to  the  left  The  Second  coips  was  oi^ 
dered  to  move  on  Deatonsville,  and  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  corps  to  move  in  parallel  directicHis  on 
the  right  and  left  respectivdy. 

The  Second  corps  soon  came  up  with  tiie 
enemy,  and  commenced  a  rear-guard  nsht,  which 
continued  all  day  til]  evening,  when  the  enen^ 
was  so  crowded,  in  attempting  to  cross  Sailon 
creek,  that  he  had  to  abandon  a  large  txain. 
Guns,  colors,  and  prisoners  were  mken  in 
these  sucoessftd  operations  of  the  Second 
corps. 

The  Sixth  corps,  on  the  left  of  the  Second, 
came  np  with  me  enemy  posted  on  Sailor's 
creek.  Major-General  Wri^^  attacked  wi& 
two  divisions,  and  coim>letely  routed  the  enemy. 
In  this  attack  tiie  cavalry,  under  Major-General 
Sheridan  was  operating  on  the  leftuf  the  Sixth 
corps,  while  Humphreys  was  pressing  on  the 
right.  The  result  of  uie  combined  operationB 
was  the  capture  of  lieutenant-General  Ewell 
and  four  other  general  officers,  with  most  of 
Ewell's  corps. 

The  next  day,  the  seventh  of  April,  th^  Fifth 
corps  was  moved  to  the  left  toward  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Court-house.  The  Second  corps  resumed 
the  direct  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  coming  up  with 
him  at  Hign  bridge  over  the  Appomattox.  Utxt 
the  enemy  made  a  feeble  stand  with  his  retr- 
guard,  attempting  to  bum  the  railroad  and  com- 
mon bridge.  Beine  driven  off  by  Humphreys, 
he  succeeded  in  burning  three  spans  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  but  the  common  bridge  was 
saved,  whic^  Humphreys  immediately  crossed 
in  pursuit,  the  enemy  abandoning  eighteen  guns 
at  this  point  Humphreys  came  up  with  the 
enemy  at  tiie  intersec^on  of  the  mgh  bri<i^ 
and  Farmville  roads,  where  he  was  found  in- 
trenched behind  rail  breastworks,  evident^ 
making  a  stand  to  cover  tJie  withdrawal  of  his 
trains.  Before  reaching  this  point  Humphreys 
had  detached  Barlow's  division  to  the  feft  to- 
ward FarmviHe.  Near  Farmville  Barlow  foraid 
the  enemy,  who  was  about  evacuating  the  pkoe, 
which  operation  was  hastened  by  a  suocessfol 
attack  of  Barlow's. 

When  Humphreys  asoertained  the  positioii 
of  the  enemy.  Barlow  was  recalled,  but  did  not 
reach  Hurophrejrs  till  evening,  and  after  an  un- 
successful assault  had  been  made  by  part  of 
Miles'  division. 

The  Sixth  corps  moved  early  in  the  monung 
toward  Farmville,  but  finding  ttie  road  occupied. 
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first,  bj  the  cavalry  and  snbaeqnently  bj  tbe 
Twenty-fourth  corps,  it  was  too  late  in  the  after- 
nooD  before  it  reached  that  place,  where  it  was 
foand  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  On 
leaming  the  position  of  Hnmuhreys,  orders 
were  sent  to  Wright  to  cross  and  attack  in  sup- 
port By  great  exertions  a  bridge  for  infantry 
was  constructed,  over  which  Wright  crossed, 
bat  it  was  nightfall  before  this  could  be 
effected. 

The  next  day,  April  eighth,  the  pursuit  was 
continued  on  the  Lynchburg  stage  rcMid.  On 
ibe  ninth,  at  twelve  m.,  the  bead  of  the  Second 
c(Hrps,  when  within  three  miles  of  Appomattox 
Coiut-honse,  came  up  with  ^e  enemy.  At  the 
same  time  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Lee, 
asking  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  pending 
n^^tiations  for  surrender.  Soon  after  receiving 
this  letter,  Brigadier-Qeneral  Forsyth,  of  Qen- 
era]  Sheridan's  staff,  came  through  the  enemy's 
lines  and  notified  me  a  truce  had  been  made  by 
Major-General  Ord,  commaMHne  the  troops  on 
&e  other  side  of  Appomattox  Court-house.  In 
consequence  of  this  I  replied  to  General  Lee 
that  1  should  suspend  hostilities  for  two  hours. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  I  received  the  in- 
structions of  the  Lieutenant-General  command- 
ing to  continue  the  armistice  until  further 
oraers,  and  about  four  p.  m.,  I  received  the  wel- 
come intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

It  has  been  impossible,  in  the  foregoing  brief 
outline  of  operations,  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
several  com  engaged ;  for  this  purpose  refer- 
ence must  be  had  to  the  reports  of  corps  and 
division  commanders,  which  will  be  forwarded 
as  sooq  as  received.  At  the  same  time  I  would 
call  attention  to  the  handsome  repulse  of  the 
enemy  by  GriflSn's  division,  Fifth  corps,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  ultimo ;  to  the  important  part 
taken  by  the  Fifth  corps  in  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks ;  to  the  gsDant  assault,  on  the  second  in- 
stant, by  the  Sixth  corps — in  my  judgment  the 
decisive  moventent  of  the  campaign;  to  the 
successful  attack  of  the  Sixth  corps  in  the  battle 
of  Sailor's  creek ;  to  the  gallant  assault,  on  the 
second  instant,  of  the  Ninth  corps,  and  the  firm- 
ness and  tenacity  with  which  the  advantages 
&en  gained  were  held  against  all  assaults  of  the 
enemy ;  to  the  brilliant  attack  of  Miles'  division, 
Second  corps,  at  Sutherland's  station ;  to  the 
energetic  pursuit  and  attack  of  the  enemy  by 
the  Second  corps,  on  the  sixth  instant,  termi- 
nsting  in  the  battle  of  Sailor's  creek ;  acd  to  the 
OTompt  pursuit  the  next  day,  with  Barlow's  and 
Miles^  attacks,  as  all  evincing  the  fact  that  this 
army,  oflScers,  and  men,  all  nobly  did  their  duty, 
and  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country.  Nothing 
oooki  exceed  the  cheerfulness  with  which  aS 
submitted  to  fatigue  and  privations  to  secure 
the  coveted  prieeH--the  capture  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia. 

The  absence  of  official  reports  precludes  my 
Ibrwarding  any  statement  of  casualties,  or  lists 
of  tiie  Clotures  of  guns,  colors,  and  prisoners. 
To  my  8taff,generJ  and  personal,  I  am  indebted, 


as  I  ever  have  been,  for  the  most  zealous  and 
faithful  dischan^  of  their  duties. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Georor  G.  Mbadb, 
lIi^Jor•G«llanl  U.  8.  A,,Oowinfidli^. 

Colonel  T.  S.  Bowxrs, 

jkMliUat  A^jQtant  QenanL 
GEKEEtAL  StusKUiAITS  BSPOBT. 


Gatalbt  Hsaoqu. 


I,  Mbj  16,  IMS. 

Gbkiral — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol> 
lowing  narrative  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  campaign  in  firont  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  terminating  with  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  Army  of  Noruem  Vir- 
ginia, at  Appomattox  Court-house,  Virginia,  on 
April  9^  1866: 

On  March  twenty-sixth  mv  command,  consist- 
ing of  the  First  and  Third  cavalry  divisions, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Brevet  Major- 
General  Wesley  Merritt,  crossed  the  James 
river  bv  the  bridge  at  Jones'  landing,  having 
marched  from  Winchester,  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley,  via  White  House,  on  the  Pamunkey 
river. 

On  March  twenty-seventh  this  command  went 
into  camp  near  Hancock  station,  on  the  military 
railroad  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  on  the  same 
day  the  Second  cavalry  division,  which  had  been 
serving  with  the  Army  of  the  J'otomac,  reported 
to  me  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
George  Crook. 

The  effective  force  of  these  three  divisions 
was  as  follows:  General  Merritt's  command. 
First  and  Third  divisions,  6,700;  General 
Crook's  command.  Second  division,  3,300.  Total 
effective  force,  9,000. 

With  this  force  I  moved  out  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  March,  ^n  conjunction  with  the  armies 
operating  against  Richmond,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent operations  I  was  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  the  Lieutonant-General  commanding. 

I  moved  by  the  way  of  Reams'  station,  on  uie 
Weldon  railroad,  and  Malone's  crossing,  on 
Rowan  ty  creek,  where  we  were  obliged  to  con- 
struct a  bridge. 

At  this  point  our  advance  encountered  a 
small  picket  of  the  rebel  cavalry  and  drove  it  to 
the  left  across  Stony  creek,  capturing  a  few 
prisoners,  from  whom,  and  from  my  scouts,  I 
learned  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  at  or  near 
Stony  creek  depot,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  on 
our  left  flank  and  rear.  Believing  that  it  would 
not  attack  me,  and  that  by  pushing  on  to  Dinwid- 
die  Court-house  I  could  force  it  to  make  a  wide 
detour,  we  continued  the  march,  reaching  the 
Court>house  about  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  encounter- 
ing only  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
driven  away  by  our  advance. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  order  General  Cus- 
ter's division,  which  was  marching  in  the  rear, 
to  remain  near  Malone's  crossing,  on  the  Rowantr 
creek,  to  assist  and  protect  our  trains,  which 
were  greatlv  retarded  by  the  afanost  ii^passable 
roads  of  ttiat  miry  sectioiL  The  First  and 
Second  divisions  went  into  oamp,  covering  the 
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Vaughan,  Flat  Foot.  Boydton  plank,  and  Five 
Forks  roads,  which  all  intersect  at  Dinwiddie 
Coort-house,  rendering  this  an  important  point, 
and  from  which  I  was  expected  to  make  a 
cavahry  raid  on  the  Southside  railroad,  and 
thence  join  Oeneral  Sherman,  or  return  to 
Petersburg,  as  circumstances  might  dictate. 
However,  daring  the  night  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  sent  me  instructions  to  abandon  the  con- 
templated raid  and  act  in  concert  with  the  in- 
fantry under  his  immediate  command,  and  torn 
the  rig]^  flank  of  Lee*6  army  if  possible. 

Early  on  the  momine  of  the  thirtieth  of 
March  I  directed  General  Merritt  to  send  the 
first  division,  Brigadier-General  Devin  com- 
mandingjbo  gain  possession  of  the  Five  Forks, 
on  the  White  Oak  road,  and  directed  General 
Crook  to  send  General  Davies'  brigade  of  his 
division  to  the  support  of  General  Devin. 

Gregg's  brigade,  of  Crook's  division,  was  held 
on  the  Bovdton  plank-road,  and  guarded  tiie 
crossing  of  Stony  creek,  forcing  the  enemy's 
cavahry,  that  was  moving  from  Stony  creek 
depot  to  form  a  connection  with  the  right  of 
their  army,  to  make  a  wide  detour,  as  I  had  an- 
ticipated, on  the  south  roads  of  Stony  creek  and 
west  of  Chamberlain's  bed — a  very  fatiguing 
march  in  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads.  A 
very  heavy  rain  fell  during  this  day,  aggrava- 
ting the  swampy  nature  of  the  ground,  and  ren- 
dering the  movement  of  troops  almost  impossi- 
ble. General  Merritt's  reconnoissance  devel- 
oped the  enemy  in  strong  force  on  the  White 
Oak  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Five  Forks,  and 
there  was  some  heavy  skirmishing  throughout 
the  day.  Next  morning,  Maroh  thirty-one. 
General  Merritt  advanced  toward  the  Five 
Forks  with  the  First  division,  and  meeting  with 
considerable  opposition.  General  Devin's  brig- 
ade, of  Crook's  division,  was  ordered  to  join 
him,  while  General  Crook,  advancing  on  the  left 
with  the  two  other  brigades  of  Us  division, 
encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Chamber- 
lain's creek,  at  a  point  a  littie  north  and  west  of 
Dinwiddie,  making  demonstrations  to  cross. 
Smith's  brigade  was  ordered  to  hold  them  in 
check  and  Gregg's  brigade  to  a  position 
on  his  right  The  advance  of  the  First 
division  got  possession  of  the  Five  Forks, 
but  in  the  mean  time  the  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
which  had  advanced  toward  the  White  Oak 
road  from  the  Vaughan  road,  was  attacked 
and  driven  back ;  and,  withdrawing  from  that 
point,  this  force  of  the  enemy  marched  rapidly 
from  the  front  of  the  Fifth  corps  to  the  Five 
Forks,  driving  in  our  cavalry  advance,  and 
moving  down  on  roads  west  of  Chamberlain's 
creek,  attacked  General  Smith's  brigade,  but 
were  unable  to  force  his  position.  Abandoning 
the  attempt  to  cross  in  nis  front,  this  force  of 
the  enemy's  infantqy  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
crossing  higher  up  the  creek,  striking  General 
Davies'  brigade  of  the  second  division,  which, 
after  a  gallant  fight  was  forced  back  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  first  division,  thus  partially 


isolating  all  this  force  from  my  main  line  cover- 
in^  Dinwiddie  Court^^ouse. 

Orders  were  at  once  given  to  General  Merritt 
to  cross  this  detached  force  over  to  the  Boyd- 
ton plank-road,  and  march  down  to  Dinwiddie  * 
Court-house  and  come  into  the  line  of  bUfle. 
The  enemy,  deceived  by  this  movement,  follow- 
ed it  up  mpidly,  making  a  left  wheeLand  pre- 
senting his  rear  to  my  line  of  battle.  When  his 
line  was  nearly  parallel  to  mine.  General  Gibbi' 
brigade  of  the  First  division,  and  G«nesal  Irvin 
Gregg's  brigade  of  the  Second  division,  were 
ordered  to  attack  at  once,  and  G^eneral  Custer 
was  directed  to  bring  up  two  of  his  brigade! 
rapidly,  leaving  one  brigade  of  his  division  with 
the  trains  that  had  not  yet  reached  Dinwiddie 
Court-house.  In  the  gallant  attack  made  bj 
Gibbs  and  Gregg,  the  enemy's  wounded  feU  into 
our  hands,  and  ne  was  forced  to  face  by  the 
rear  rank,  and  ^ive  up  his  movement,  which,  if 
continued,  would  have  taken  in  flank  and  rear 
the  infantry  line  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
When  the  enemy  had  faced  to  meet  this  attack, 
a  very  obstinate  and  handsomely  contested 
battle  ensued,  in  which,  with  all  his  cavalry  and 
two  divisions  of  infantry,  the  enemy  was  unable 
to  drive  five  brigades  of  our  cavalry,  dismounted, 
from  an  open  puiin  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court- 
house. 'The  brunt  of  their  cavalry  attack  was 
borne  by  General  Smith's  brigade,  which  had  so 
gallantly  held  the  crossine  of  Chamberlain's 
creek  m  the  morning.  His  command  a^in 
held  the  enemy  in  check  with  determined 
braverv,  but  the  heavy  force  brought  against 
his  rignt  flank  finally  compelled  him  to  abandon 
his  position  on  the  creek,  and  lall  back  to  the 
main  line  immediately  in  front  of  Dinwiddie 
Conrt-house.  Ab  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced 
to  the  attack,  our  cavalry  threw  up  slight  breast- 
works of  rails  at  some  points  along  our  lines, 
and  when  the  enemy  attempted  to  force  tiiis 
position  they  were  handsomely  repulsed,  and 
gave  up  the  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the 
Court-house.  It  was  after  dark  when  the  firing 
ceased,  and  the  enemy  lay  on  their  arms  tiiat 
night,  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards  in  froot 
of  our  lines.  The  commands  of  Generals  Devin 
and  Davies  reached  Dinwiddie  Courthouse 
without  opposition  by  way  of  the  Boydton 
plank-road,  but  did  not  participate  in  the  final 
action  of  the  day.  In  this  well-contested  battle 
the  most  obstinate  nUlantry  was  displayed  by  my 
entire  command.  The  brigades  commanded  by 
General  Gibbs  and  Colonels  Stage  and  Fitzhugj^ 
in  the  First  division.  Generals  Davies,  Gregs, 
and  Smith,  in  the  Second  division,  Colondt 
Pennington  and  Capehart,  in  the  Third  division, 
vied  with  each  other  in  their  determined  effbrti 
to  hold  in  check  the  superior  force  of  the  enemjr ; 
and  the  skilful  management  of  thdr  troops  in 
this  peculiarly  difficult  country  entires  the 
brigade  commanders  to  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. 

Generals  Crook,  Merritt,  Cusl^,  and  Devio, 
by  their  courage  and  ability,  sustained  their 
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conunands,  and  executed  the  rapid  movements 
of  the  daj  with  promptness  and  without  con- 
fdmon. 

Dnrine  the  night  of  the  thirfy-fir^t  of  March 
my  headaoarters  were  at  Dinwiddie  Court- 
house, ana  the  Lioutenant^G^nend  notified  me 
that  the  Fifth  corps  would  report  to  me,  and 
should  reach  me  h^  midnight  This  corps  had 
been  offered  to  me  on  the  thurtieth  instant,  hut 
very  much  desiring  the  Sixth  corps,  which  had 
been  with  me  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  I  asked 
for  it,  but  on  account  of  the  delay  which  would 
occur  in  moving  that  corps  from  its  position  in 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petershurg,  it  could  not  he 
sent  to  me.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
brief  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  day.  the 
response  to  which  was  the  ordering  of  the  Filth 
corps  to  my  support  and  my  conunand,  as  also 
Ae  despatch  of  the  Lieutcnant-General  notify- 
ing me  of  his  action.  I  understood  that  the 
Fifth  corps,  when  ordered  to  report  to  me,  was 
in  position  near  S.  Dahney's  house,  in  the  angle 
between  the  Boydton  road  and  the  Five  Forks 
road. 

Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to  the 
expectations  of  the  Lieutenant-GenersJ,  there 
would  appear  to  have  heen  hut  little  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  Court-house.  Ayres'  division  moved 
down  the  Boydton  plank-road  during  the  night, 
and  in  the  morning  moved  west  via  R.  Boisseau*s 
honse,  striking  the  Five  Forks  road  ahout  two 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Dinwiddie  Court-house. 
General  Warren,  with  Ghiffin's  and  Crawford's 
divisions,  moved  down  the  road  hy  Crump's 
house,  coming  into  the  Five  Forks  near  J 
Boisseau's  house,  hetween  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  April. 
Meantime  I  moved  my  cavalry  force  at  daylight 
against  the  enemy's  lines  in  my  front,  which 
gave  way  rapidly,  moving  off  by  the  right  flank, 
and  crossing  Chamberlain's  creek.  This  hasty 
movement  was  accelerated  hy  the  discovery 
that  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  corps  were  in 
their  rear,  and  that  one  division  was  moving 
toward  their  left  and  rear. 

The  following  are  the  instructionB  sent  to 
General  Warren : 

Catauct  BBAOQUUtmn,  ) 

Vunrmm  C  H.,  AprU  1, 1866—8  jlm.  { 

I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court- 
house, on  the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's 
division.  The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate 
front,  lying  so  as  to  cover  the  road  just  this 
side  of  A.  Adams'  house,  which  leads  out  across 
Chamberlain's  bed  or  run.  I  understand  yon 
have  a  division  at  J.  Boisseau's ;  if  so,  yon  are 
in  rear  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  almost  on  his 
flanks.  I  will  hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may 
attack  Custer  at  daylight ;  if  so,  attack  instantly 
and  in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight  anyhow, 
and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  get  the  road  this 
side  of  Adams'  house,  and  if  I  do,  vou  can  cap- 
tore  the  whole  of  them.     Any  K>rce  moving 


down  the  road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White 
Oak  road,  will  he  in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  all 
probahility  get  any  force  that  may  escape  you 
hy  a  flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my  leaving 
here.  If  the  enemy  remains  I  shall  fight  at  day- 
Hght 

P.  H.  SHBRinAN, 

liiOor-0«iieraL« 
Major-General  Wabben, 

OommAadliig  Fifth  Armj  Corps. 

As  they  fell  hack  the  enemy  was  rapidly  fol- 
lowed by  General  Merritt's  two  divisions,  Gene- 
ral Devm  on  the  right  and  General  Custer  on 
the  left;  General  Crook  in  rear.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day  General  Crook's  division 
held  the  extreme  left  and  rear,  and  was  not 
seriously  engaged. 

I  then  determined  that  I  would  drive  the 
enemy,  with  the  cavalry,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
press  them  inside  of  their  works,  and  make  a 
feint  to  turn  their  right  flank,  and  meanwhile 
quietly  move  up  the  Fifth  corps  with  a  view 
to  attacking  their  left  flank,  crush  the  whole 
foroe,  if  possible,  and  drive  westward  those  who 
might  escape,  thus  isolating  them  from  their 
army  at  Petersburg.  Happuy,  this  conception 
was  successfully  executed.  Ahout  this  time 
General  McKenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  from  the 
Army  of  the  James,  reported  to  me,  and  con- 
sisted of  ahout  one  thousand  effective  men. 
I  directed  General  Warren  to  hold  fast  at  J. 
Boisseau's  house,  refresh  his  men,  and  be  ready 
to  move  to  the  front  When  required ;  and  Gene- 
ral McKenzie  was  ordered  to  rest  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  Court-house  until  further  orders. 

Meantime  General  Merritt's  command  con- 
tinued to  press  the  enemy,  and  hy  impetuous 
charges  drove  them  from  two  lines  of  temporary 
works ;  General  Custer  guiding  his  advance  on 
the  Widow  Gilliam's  house  and  General  Devin 
on  the  main  Five  Forks  road.  The  courage  dis- 
played hy  the  cavalry  officers  and  men  was 
superb,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  enemy  was 
hehind  his  works  on  the  White  Oak  road,  and 
his  skirmish  line  drawn  in.  I  then  ordered  up 
the  Fifth  corps  on  the  main  road,  and  sent  Brevet 
Major  GilUspie,  of  the  engineers,  to  turn  the 
head  of  the  column  off  on  the  Gravelly  Church 
road,  and  put  the  corps  in  position  on  this  road 
obliquely  to  and  at  a  point  hut  a  short  distance 
from  the  White  Oak  road,  and  ahout  one  mile 
from  the  Five  Forks.  Two  divisions  of  the 
corps  were  to  form  the  front  line,  and  one  di- 
vision was  to  be  held  in  reserve,  in  column  of 
regiments,  opposite  the  centre. 

I  then  directed  General  Merrttt  to  demon- 
strate as  though  he  was  attempting  to  turn  the 
enemy's  right  flank,  and  notified  him  that  the 
Fifth  corps  would  strike  the  enemv's  left  flank, 
and  ordered  that  the  cavalry  should  assault  the 
enemy's  works  as  soon  as  the  Fifth  corps  hecame 
engaged,  and  that  would  be  determined  by  vol- 
leys of  musketry.  I  then  rode  over  to  where 
the  Fifth  corps  was  going  into  position,  and 

•  See  pege  886^  Yohune  x.,  BebelUon  Beeord. 
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found  Uiem  coming  up  Tery  slowlj.  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxioos  to  attack  at  once,  for  the  sun 
"WBS  getting  low,  and  we  had  to  fieht  or  go 
Lack.  It  was  no  place  to  intrench,  and  it 
i  would  have  been  ahamefnl  to  have  gone  back 
with  no  reaolts  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the 
brave  men  who  had  fallen  daring  the  day.  In 
this  connection,  I  will  say  that  General  Warren 
did  not  exert  himself  to  get  up  his  corps  as 
rapidly  as  he  might  have  done,  and  his  manner 
gave  me  the  impression  that  he  wished  the  snn 
to  go  down  before  dispositions  for  the  attack 
coiud  be  completed.  Ab  soon  as  the  corps  was 
in  position,  I  ordered  an  advance  in  the  follow- 
ing formation :  Ayres*  division  on  the  left  in 
double  lines,  Crawford's  division  on  the  right  in 
double  lines,  and  Griffin's  division  in  reserve, 
behind  Oawford,  and  the  White  Oak  road  was 
reached  without  opposition. 

While  General  Warren  was  getting  into  po- 
sition I  learned  that  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  my  right,  had 
been  swune  around  from  the  direction  of  its 
line  of  batUe  nntU  it  fronted  on  the  Boydton 
road,  and  parallel  to  it,  which  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  the  enemy  to  march  down  the 
White  (Ml  road  and  attack  me  in  right  and  rear. 
General  McKenzie  was  therefore  sent  ^ip  the 
Crump  road,  with  directions  to  gain  the  White 
Oak  road  if  possible,  but  to  attacE  at  all  hazards 
any  enemy  found,  and  if  successful,  then  march 
down  that  road  and  ioin  me.  General  McKen- 
zie executed  this  with  courage  and  skill,  attack- 
ing a  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak 
road,  and  driving  it  toward  Petersburg.  He 
then  countermarched,  and  joined  me  on  the 
White  Oak  road  lust  as  the  Fifth  corps  advanced 
to  the  attack,  and  I  directed  him  to  swing  round 
wfth  the  right  of  the  infantry  and  gain  poeses- 
sion  of  the  Ford  road  at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's 
run.  The  Fifth  corps,  on  reaching  the  White 
Oak  road,  made  a  left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the 
^emy's  left  flank  and  rear  like  a  tornado,  and 
pushed  rapidly  on,  orders  having  been  nven 
that  if  the  enemy  was  routed  there  should  be 
no  halt  to  reform  broken  lines.  As  stated  be- 
fore, the  tiring  of  the  Fifth  corps  was  the  signal 
to  General  Merritt  to  assault,  which  was 
promptly  responded  to,  and  the  works  of  the 
enemy  wei-e  soon  carried  at  several  points  by 
our  brave  cavalry  men.  The  enemy  were  driven 
from  their  strone  line  of  works  and  completely 
routed,  the  Fifth  corps  doubling  up  their  left 
flank  in  confusion,  and  the  cavtdry  of  General 
Merritt  dashing  on  to  the  White  Oak  road,  cap- 
turing their  artillery  and  turning  it  upon  them, 
and,  riding  into  their  broken  ranks,  so  demor- 
alized them  that  they  made  no  serious  stand 
after  their  line  was  carried,  but  took  to  flight 
in  disorder.  Between  five  thousand  and  six 
thousand  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands,  and  the 
fugitives  were  driven  westward,  and  were  pur- 
sued until  long  after  dark  by  Merritt's  and  Mc- 
Kenzie's  cavalry  for  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

During  this  attack  I  a^iin  became  dissatisfied 
with  General  Warren.    During  the  engi^ement 


portions  of  his  line  gave  way  when  not  eipoeed 
to  a  heavy  fire,  and  simply  from  want  of  confi> 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  which  General 
Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  insoire.  I 
therefore  relieved  him  from  the  command  of  flie 
Fifth  corps,  authority  for  this  action  havingbeea 
sent  to  me,  before  the  battle,  unsolicited.  When 
the  pursuit  was  eiven  up,  I  djrecced  Geoeral 
Griffoi,  who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  Fifth  corps,  to  collect  his  corps  at 
once,  march  two  divisions  back  to  Gravdly 
church,  and  put  them  into  position  at  right 
angles  to  the  White  Oak  road,  fjEicing  toward 
Petersburg,  while  Bartlett's  division  (Griffin's 
old),  covered  the  Ford  road  to  Hatcher's  run. 
General  Merritt's  cavalry  went  into  camp  on 
the  Widow  Gilliam's  plantation,  and  Genenl 
McKenzie  took  position  on  the  Ford  road  at  the 
crossing  of  Hatcher's  run.  I  cannot  speak  loo 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  bat- 
tle, and  of  the  gallantry  of  their  commanding 
officers,  who  appeared  to  realize  that  the  euocees 
of  the  campaign  and  fate  of  Lee's  army  de- 
pended upon  it  They  merit  the  thanks  of  the 
country  and  reward  of  the  Government  To 
Generals  Griffin,  Ayres,  Bartlett,  and  Crawford, 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  and  to  Generals  Merritt,  Cus- 
ter, Devin,  and  McKenzie,  of  the  cavalry,  great 
credit  is  due;  and  to  their  subordinate  com- 
manders they  will  undoubtedly  award  the  praise 
which  is  due  to  them  for  the  hearty  co-operation, 
bravery,  and  ability  which  were  everywhere 
displayed.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  April 
secona.  General  Miles'  division  of  tl^  Second 
corps  reported  to  me,  coming  over  from  the 
Boydton  plank-road.  I  ordered  it  to  move  up 
the  White  Oak  road  toward  Petersburg,  and  at- 
tack the  enemy  at  the  intersection  of  that  road 
with  the  Claiborne  road,  where  he  was  in  posi- 
tion in  heavy  force,  and  I  followed  General 
Miles  immediately  with  two  divisions  of  the 
Fifth  corps.    Miles  forced  the  enemy  from  this 

Eosition  and  pursued  with  ereat  z^,  pushing 
im  across  Hatcher's  run,  ana  following  him  vp 
on  the  road  to  Sutherland's  depot  On  the 
north  side  of  the  run  I  overtook  Miles,  who  was 
anxious  to  attack,  and  had  a  very  fine  and 
spirited  division.  I  gave  him  permission,  Imt 
about  this  time  General  Humpnreys  came  up, 
and,  receiving  notice  from  General  Meade  fliat 
General  Humphreys  would  take  command  of 
Miles'  division,  I  relinquished  it  at  once,  and 
faced  the  Fifth  corps  by  the  rear.  I  afterward 
regretted  giving  up  tlus  division,  as  I  believe 
the  enemy  oould  at  that  time  have  been  crushed 
at  Sutherland's  depot  I  returned  to  Five 
Forks,  and  marchea  out  the  Ford  road  toward 
Hatcher's  run. 

Hie  cavahry  had  in  the  meantime  been  sent 
westward  to  cross  Hatcher's  run  and  break  ap 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  collected  in  con- 
siderable force  north  of  tiiat  stream,  but  diey 
would  not  stand  to  fight,  and  our  cavalry  pur- 
sued them  in  a  direction  due  north  to  the  Namo- 
zine  road.  Oossing  Hatcher's  run  with  the 
Fifth  corps,  the  Soutioside  raibroad  was  struck  at 


t)OCtSUESTS. 


64T 


Ford's  depot,  meeting  no  opposition,  and  the 
Fifth  corpe  marched  rapidlj  toward  Sutherland's 
dn>ot,  in  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy  opposing 
Maes.  As  he  approached  that  point  tne  force 
of  the  enemj  fled  before  the  Fiftli  corps  could 
readi  them,  retreating  along  the  main  road  by 
flie  Appomattox  river,  the  cavalry  and  Craw- 
ford's division  of  the  Fifth  corps  engaging  them 
slightly  about  dusk.  On  the  morning  of  the 
thml  our  cavalry  took  up  the  pursuit,  routing 
the  enemy's  cavahry,  and  capturing  many  pris- 
ooeni.  The  enemy's  infantry  was  encountered 
at  Deep  creek,  where  a  severe  fight  took  place. 
The  Fifth  corps  followed  up  the  cavalry  rapidly, 
picking  up  many  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of 
abandoned  artillery,  and  a  number  of  wagons. 
The  Fifth  corps,  with  Crook's  division  of  cavalry, 
encamped  that  night  (the  fourth)  at  Deep  creek, 
on  the  Namozine  road,  neither  of  t^ese  com- 
mands having  been  engaged  during  the  day.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  General  Crook  was 
ordered  to  strike  the  Danville  railroad  between 
Jetersville  and  Burke's  station,  and  then  move 
up  toward  Jetersville.  The  Fifth  corps  moved 
rapidly  to  that  point,  as  I  had  learned  from  my 
scouts -that  the  enemy  was  at  Amelia  Court- 
house, and  everything  indicated  that  they  were 
collecting  at  that  point  On  arriving  at  Jeters- 
ville, about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  learned  without 
donbt  that  Lee  and  his  army  Were  at  Amelia 
Court-house. 

The  Fifth  corps  was  at  once  ordered  to  in- 
trench, with  a  view  to  holding  Jetersville  until 
the  main  army  could  come  up.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  was  the  only  chance  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  had  to  save  itself,  which 
pght  have  been  done  had  General  Lee  promptly 
stacked  and  driven  back  the  comparatively 
small  force  opposed  to  him  and  pursued  his 
march  to  BurksviDe  Junction.  A  despatch  fi'om 
General  Lee's  chief  commissary  to  the  commis- 
flary  at  Danville  and  Lynchburg,  requiring  two 
baodred  thousand  rations  to  be  sent  to  meet  the 
Army  at  BurksviUe,  was  here  intercepted.  So 
soon  as  I  found  that  the  entire  army  of  the 
enemy  was  concentrated  at  Amelia  Court-house, 
I  forwarded  promptlv  all  the  information  I  had 
obtained  to  General  ifeade  and  the  Lieutenant- 
General  On  the  morning  of  April  five  €^eneral 
(Vook  was  directed  to  send  General  Davies' 
brigade  to  make  a  reconnoissance  to  Paine's 
cross-roads  on  our  left  and  front,  and  ascertain 
if  the  enemy  was  making  any  movement  toward 
&at  flank  to  escape.  General  Davies  struck  a 
tnin  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  wagons,  es- 
corted by  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  which  he  defeated,  capturing  five  pieces 
of  artillery.  He  destroyed  the  wagons  and 
brought  in  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Gregg's 
tod  Smith's  brigades  of  the  Second  division 
Were  sent  out  to  support  Davies,  and  some  heavy 
tigbting  ensued,  the  enemy  having  sent  a  strong 
force  of  infantry  to  attack  and  cut  off  Davies' 
tegade,  which  attempt  was  unsuccessful  Dur- 
hig  the  afternoon,  and  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Second  corps   at  Jetersville,  which   General 


Meade  requested  me  to  put  in  position, he  beine 
in,  the  enemy  demonstrated  strongly  in  front  ol 
Jetersville  against  Smith's  and  Gregg'n  brigades 
of  Crook's  ofivision  of  cavahy,  but  no  serious 
attack  was  made.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
April  sixth  General  Crook  was  ordered  to  move 
to  the  left  to  Doatonsville,  foUowed  by  Custer's 
and  Devin*s  divisions  of  General  Merritt's  com- 
mand. The  Fifth  corps  had  been  returned  to 
the  command  of  General  Meade  at  his  request. 
I  afterward  regretted  giving  up  the  corps. 

When  near  Deatonsville  the  enemy  a  trains 
were  discovered  nK)viiig  in  the  direction  of 
Burksville  or  Farmville,  escorted  by  heavy 
masses  of  infantry  and  cavahry,  and  it  soon  be- 
came evident  that  the  whole  of  Lee's  army  was 
attempting  to  make  its  escape.  Crook  was  at 
once  ordered  to  attack  the  trains,  and,  if  the 
enemy  was  too  strong,  one  of  the  divisions 
would  pass  him  while  he  held  fast  and  pressed 
the  enemy,  and  attack  at  a  point  further  on,  and 
this  di^sion  was  ordered  to  do  the  same,  and 
so  on,  alternating,  and  this  system  of  attack 
would  enable  us  finally  to  strike  some  weak 
point  This  result  was  obtained  just  south  of 
Sailor's  creek  and  on  4he  high  ccround  over  that 
stream.  Custer  took  the  road,  and  Crook  and 
Devin  coming  up  to  his  support,  sixteen  pieces  of 
artillery  were  captured  ana  about  four  hundred 
wagons  destroyed,  and  many  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  three  divisions  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
were  cut  off  from  the  line  of  retreat  Meantftne 
Colonel  Stagg«  commanding  the  Michigan  brieade 
of  the  Firat  division,  was  held  at  a  point  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Deatonsville,  and 
with  this  force  and  a  section  of  Miller's  battery, 
which  shelled  the  trains  with  excellent  effect 
while  Colonel  Stagg  demonstrated  to  attack 
them,  thus  keeping  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
froiHL  moving  against  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  and 
holmng  them  until  the  arrival  of  the  Sixth  corps, 
which  was  marching  to  report  to  me.  I  felt  so 
strongly  the  necessity  of  holding  this  large  force 
of  the  enemy  that  I  gave  permission  to  General 
Merritt  to  order  Colonel  Stagg's  bri^de  to 
make  a  mounted  charge  against  their  lines, 
which  was  most  gallantly  done,  the  men  leaving 
many  of  their  horses  dead  almost  up  to  the 
enemy's  works. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  Sixth  corps 
the  enemy  commenced  withdrawing.  Major- 
General  Wright  was  ordered  to  put  Seymour's 
division  into  position  at  once,  and  advance  and 
carry  the  roaa,  which  was  done  at  a  point  about 
two  miles  or  two  miles  and  a  half  ft'om  Deatons- 
ville. As  soon  as  the  road  was  in  our  posses^ 
sion,  Wright  was  directed  to  push  General  Sey- 
mour on,  the  enemy  falling  back,  skirmishing 
briskly.  Their  resistance  growing  stubborn,  a 
halt  was  called  to  get  up  Wheatoirs  division  of 
the  Sixth  corps,  which  went  into  position  on 
the  left  of  the  r^d,  Seymour  being  on  the  right 
Wbeaton  was  ordered  to  guide  right,  with  his 
right  connecting  with  8eymour*s  left  and  resting 
on  the  road.  I  still  felt  me  great  importance  of 
pushing  the  enemy,  and  was  unwilling  to  wait 
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for  Getty's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps  to  get  up. 
I  therefore  ordered  an  advance,  sending  word 
to  General  Hiunphreys,  who  was  on  the  road  to 
onr  right,  and  requesting  him  to  push  on,  as  I 
felt  confident  that  we  could  hreak  up  the  enemy. 
It  was  a)) parent,  from  the  absence  of  artillery 
fire  and  the  manner  in  which  they  gave  way 
when  pressed,  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  op- 
posed to  us  was  a  heavy  rear  guard.  The 
enemy  was  driven  until  our  lines  restched  Sailor's 
creek ;  and,  from  the  north  bank,  I  could  see 
our  cavalry  on  the  high  groimd  above  the  creek 
and  south  of  it,  and  tne  long  line  of  smoke  from 
the  burning  wagons.  A  cavalryman,^  who,  in  a 
charge,  cleared  the  enemy's  works  and  came 
through  their  lines,  reported  to  me  what  was  in 
front  I  regret  that  I  have  forgotten  the  name 
of  this  gallant  young  soldier.  As  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Wright  could  get  his  artillery  into  position 
I  orderea  the  attack  to  be  made  on  the  left,  and 
sent  Colonel  Stagg's  brigade  of  cavalry  to  strike 
and  flank  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  line. 
The  attack  by  the  infantry  was  not  executed 
exactly  as  I  had  directed,  and  a  portion  of  our 
line  in  the  open  ground  was  broken  by  the  ter- 
rible fire  of  tne  enemy,  who  were  in  position  on 
commanding  ground  south  of  the  creek. 

This  attack  by  Wheaton's  and  Seymour's 
divisions  was  splendid,  but  no  more  than  I  had 
reason  to  expect  from  the  gallant  Sixth  corps. 
The  cavalry  in  rear  of  the  enemy  attacked 
simultaneously,  and  the  enemy,  after  a  eaDant 
resistance,  were  completely  surrounded,  and 
nearlv  all  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered. General  Ewell,  commanding  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  a  number  of  other  general  officers, 
fell  into  our  bands,  and  a  very  large  number  of 
prisoners.  I  have  never  ascertained  exactly 
now  many  prisoners  were  taken  in  this  battle. 
Most  of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  cavalry, 
but  they  are  no  more  entitled  to  claim  them 
than  the  Sixth  corps,  to  which  command  equal 
credit  is  due  for  the  good  results  of  this  en- 
gagement Both  the  cavalry  and  the  Sixth  corps 
encamped  south  of  Sailor's  creek  that  night, 
having  followed  up  the  small  remnant  of  the 
enemy's  forces  for  several  miles.  In  reference 
to  the  participation  of  the  Sixth  corps  in  this 
action  I  desire  to  add  that  the  Lieutenant^n- 
eral  had  notified  me  that  this  corps  would  re- 
port to  me.  Major  McClellan  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Franklin,  of  General  Wright's  stafif,  had 
successively  been  sent  forward  to  report  the 
progress  of  the  corps  in  coming  up,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  Major-General  Wright  he  reported  his 
corps  to  me,  and  from  that  tmie  until  after  the 
battle  received  my  orders  and  obeyed  them ;  but 
after  the  engagement  was  over,  and  General 
Meade  had  communicated  with  General  Wright, 
the  latter  declined  to  make  his  report  to  me 
until  directed  to  do  bo  by  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eraL 

On  the  seventh  instant  the  Pursuit  was  con- 
tinued early  in  the  morning  by  the  cavalry, 
General  Crook  in  the  advance.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  had  not  been  cut  off  by 


the  Army  of  the  James,  and  under  the  belief 
that  he  would  attempt  to  escape  on  the  Danville 
road  through  Prince  Edward  Court-house,  Goh 
eral  Merritt  was  ordered  to  move  his  two 
divisions  to  that  point,  passing  around  the  left 
of  the  Army  of  the  James.  General  Crook  con- 
tinued the  direct  pursuit,  encountering  the  maia 
body  of  the  enemy  at  Farmville,  and  again  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  where  the 
enemy's  trains  were  attacked  by  G^eral  Gregg, 
and  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy's  infantry  ea* 
sued,  in  which  General  Gregg  was  unfortuoatelj 
captured. 

On  arriving  at  Prince  Edward  Court-house  I 
found  General  McKenzie,  with  his  division  of 
cavalry  from  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  ordered 
him  to  cross  the  bridge  on  the  Buffido  river  and 
make  a  reconnoissance  to  Prospect  station,  on 
the  L3rnchburg  railroad,  and  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  were  moving  past  that  point  Meantiine 
I  heard  from  General  Crook  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox, 
and  General  Merritt  was  then  moved  on  and  en- 
camped at  Bufialo  creek,  and  General  Crook 
was  ordered  to  recross  the  Appomattox  and  en- 
camp at  Prospect  station.  On  the  momins  of 
the  eighth  Merritt  and  McKenzie  continued  to 
march  to  Prospect  station,  and  Merritt's  and 
Oook's  commands  then  moved  on  to  Appomat> 
tox  depot,  a  point  on  the  Ljrnchburg  railroad, 
five  miles  south  of  Appomattox  Court-house. 
Shortly  after  the  march  commenced.  Sergeant 
White,  one  of  my  scouts,  notified  me  that  th^e 
were  four  trains  of  cars  at  Appomattox  depot 
loaded  with  supplies  for  General  Lee  s  army ; 
Generals  Merritt  and  Crook  were  at  once  noti- 
fied, and  the  command  pushed  on  briskly  for 
twenty-eight  miles.  '  General  Custer  had  th^ 
advance,  and  on  nearing  the  depot  skilfully 
threw  a  force  in  rear  of  the  trains  and  captored 
them.  Without  halting  a  moment  he  pushed 
on,  driving  the  enemy  (who  had  readied  the 
depot  about  the  same  time  as  our  cavalry)  in 
the  direction  of  Appomattox  Court-house,  cap- 
turing many  prisoners  and  twenty-five  pieces  of 
artillery,  a  hospitsd  train,  and  a  large  park  of 
wagons.  General  Devin  coming  up,  went  in  on 
the  right  of  Custer.  The  fighting  oontinned 
till  after  dark,  and  the  enemy  being  driven  to 
Appomattox  Court-house,  I  at  once  notified  the 
Lieutenant-General,  and  sent  word  to  Geo^ 
rals  Ord  and  Gibbon,  of  the  Army  of  the 
James,  and  General  Griffin,  commanding  the 
Fifth  corps,  who  were  in  rear,  that  if  fliey 
pressed  on  there  was  now  no  means  of  escape 
for  the  enemy,  who  had  reached  "the  last 
ditch.''  During  the  night,  although  we  knew 
that  the  remnant  of  Lee's  armv  was  in  our 
front,  we  held  fast  with  the  cavalnr  to  what  we 
had  gained,  and  ran  the  captured  trains  back 
ak>ng  the  raihroad  to  a  point  where  they  could 
be  protected  by  our  infantry  that  was  comiitf 
up.  The  Twenty-fourth  and  Fifth  corps,  and 
one  division  of  the  Twentpr-fifth  corps,  arrived 
about  daylight  on  the  ninth  at  AppomattQl 
depot 
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After  consulting  with  Greneral  Ord,  who  was 
in  command  of  these  corps,  I  rode  to  the  front, 
near  Appomattox  Gourt-honse,  and  just  as  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force  was  attacking  the  cavahy 
with  the  intention  of  breaking  throngh  oar 
Knes,  I  directed  the  cavahry*  which  was  dis- 
mounted, to  faH  back,  gradually  resisting  the 
enemy,  so  as  to  give  time  for  the  infantry  to 
form  its  lines  and  march  to  the  attack,  atid 
when  this  was  done  to  move  ofiF  to  the  right 
flank  and  mount  This  was  done,  and  the  ene- 
my discontinued  his  attack  as  soon  as  he  caught 
Bight  of  our  infantry.  I  moved  briskly  around 
the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  which  was 
fikUing  back  rapidly  (heavily  pressed  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  infantry),  and  was  about  to  charge 
the  trains  and  the  confused  mass  of  the  enemy, 
when  a  white  flag  was  presented  to  General 
Custer,  who  had  the  advance,  and  who  sent  the 
information  to  me  at  once  that  the  enemy  de- 
sired to  surrender. 

Riding  over  to  the  left  at  Appomattox  Court- 
house, I  met  Major-GJeneral  (Gordon,  of  the  rebel 
service,  and  Major-General  Wilcox.  General 
Gordon  requested  a  suspension  of  hostilities, 
pending  negotiations  for  a  surrender  then  bein^ 
held  between  Lieuteiiant-General  Grant  and 
General  Lee.  I  notified  him  that  I  desired  to 
prevent  an  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood,  but 
as  there  was  nothing  definitely  settled  in  the 
correspondence,  and  as  an  attack  bad  been  made 
on  my  lines  with  the  view  to  escape,  under  the 
nnpression  oiir  force  was  only  cavalry,  I  must 
have  some  assurance  of  an  intended  surrender. 
This  General  Gordon  gave  by  saying  that  there 
was  no  doubt  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's 
army.  I  then  separated  from  him,  with  an 
agreement  to  meet  these  officers  again  in  half 
an  hour  at  Appomattox  Court-house.  At  the 
specified  time,  m  company  with  General  Ord, 
who  commanded  the  infantry,  I  again  met  this 
officer,  also  Lieutenant-Grenend  Longstreet,  and 
received  from  them  the  same  assurance,  and 
hostilities  ceased  until  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
aervaot, 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 

MiOor-Ctoiieral. 
Brevet  Major-Gkneral  John  A-  Rawlinb, 

Chief  of  StaK 

CaTALBT  HIAX>Q(KA]IRB&  \ 

Dnrwnnns  Cbusr^ooa,  Maroh  81, 1806. } 

The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  about  ten 
o'clock  to-day  on  the  road  coming  in  from  the 
west  and  a  little  north  of  Dinwiddle  Court- 
house.    This  attack  was  v^ry  handsomely  re- 

Sulsed  by  General  Smith's  bng^e  of  Crook  s 
ivision,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  across 
Qiamberlain's  creek.  Shortly  afterward  the 
enemy's  infantry  attacked  on  the  same  creek  in 
h«ivy  force,  and  drove  in  General  Davies* 
lini^de,  and  advancing  rapidly  gained  the  forks 
of  the  road  at  J.  Boisseau's.  This  forced  Devin, 
who  was  in  advance,  and  Davies,  to  cross  to 
the  Boydton  road.    General  Gregg's  brigade 


and  Genera]  Gibbs*  brigade,  who  had  been 
toward  Dinwiddle,  then  attacked  the  enemy  in 
the  rear  very  handsomely.  This  stopped  the 
march  toward  the  left  of  our  infantry,  and 
finally  caused  them  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddie, 
and  attack  us  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then 
again  attacked  at  Chamberlain's  creek  and 
forced  Smith's  position.  At  this  time  C^peheart 
and  Pennington's  brigades  of  Custer's  division 
came  up  and  a  very  btindsome  fight  occurred. 

The  enemy  have  gained  some  ground,  but  we 
still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddie,  and  Davies 
and  Devin  are  coming  down  the  Boydton  ro^d 
to  join  us. 

The  opposing  force  was  Pickett's  division, 
Wise's  independent  *briffade  of  infantry,  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee's,  Rosser%,  and  W.  H.  Lee's 
cavalry  commands. 

The  men  have  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  will  proba\)ly  number 
four  hundred  and  fifty  men;  very  few  were 
lost  as  prisoners. 

We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  prisoners. 

This  force  is  too  strong  for  us.  I  will  hold 
on  to  Dinwiddie  Court-house  until  I  am  com- 
pelled to  leave. 

Our  fighting  to-day  was  all  dismounted. 
P.  H.  Sheridan. 

Major-Generat. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armtes  United  States. 

DiBMR-  MiLiA,  March  81, 1805--10:05  P.  x. 

The  Fifth  corps  has  been  ordered  to  your 
support  Two  divisions  will  go  by  J.  Bois- 
seau's  and  one  down  the  Boydton  road.  In 
addition  to  this  I  have  sent  McKenzie's  cavalry, 
which  will  reach  you  by  the  Vaughan  road. 

All  these  forces,  except  the  cavalry,  should 
reach  you  by  twelve  to-night. 

You  will  assume  command  of  the  whole  force 
sent  to  operate  with  you,  and  use  it  to  the  best 
of  your  ability  to  destroy  the  force  which  your 
conunand  has  fought  so  gallantly  to-day. 
U.  S.  Grant, 

lieutenant-OeaeraL 
Maior-General  P.  H.  Sheridan. 

OfiScial  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Aaslstant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Adjutant-General's    Offics,    November     18, 
1865.  

Doa  116. 

MAJOB-GENEBAIi  WILSON'S  EXPEDITION, 

OFFICIAL  REPOBTS  AND  DESPATCHES. 

HBADQUABTKRS  ClYllXT  OORTS,  If.  D.  U. ,  > 
MAOOsr,  Ga.,  June  29, 1865.     J 

Brtgadier'Generdl   Wm,  D.   Whipple,  Assisi- 
ani   Ac^iikmUOenerai    and    Chitf  of  Stcff, 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General — ^I  bav»  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  detailed  report  of  operations  of  the  Cav- 
alry corps,  Militaiy  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
from  the  first  of  March,  1865,  to  the  present 
time,  with  the  reports  of  Brevet  Major-General 
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E.  Upton,  Brigadier-Generals  McCook  and  Long, 
commanding  divisions,  Brigadier-General  Grox- 
ton,  Brevet  Brigadier-Generals  Wiuslow  and 
Alexander,  and  Colonels  Minty,  Miller,  and  La 
Grange,  commanding  brigades ;  also  tbe  report 
.  of  Major  Hubbard,  commanding  pontoon  train, 
and  Major  C.  L.  Greene,  Provost-MarshaL 

If  not  inconsistent  with  the  customs  of  service 
and  the  views  of  the  War  Department,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  the  reports  of  di- 
vision and  brigade  commanders  may  be  pub-* 
lished  in  the  4^ffny  and  Navy  Jovmal  or  Official 
Gazette, 

Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R   WiLSOlC, 
Brevet  Ifi^-OeDflnl. 


HsADQUABmts  Catilrt  Corps,  M.  D. 
yioos,  Gft.,  Jane  29, 1865. 


M., 


} 

Brigadier- General  Wm.  D.  Whipple^  Ghi^  x)f 
&aff,  and  Assistant  AdjutanUUenercd^  Head- 
quarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General — My  last  general  report  of  operations 
dated  at  Gravelly  Springs,  Alabama,  February 
eighth,  1865,  completed  the  history  of  the  Cav- 
alry corps,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
from  its  organizaticm  to  that  date. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  General 
Thomas,  I  was  authorized,  after  the  escape  of 
Hood  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
to  assemble  the  available  force  of  the  corps  in 
the  vicinity  of  Eastport,  at  the  head  of  steam- 
boat navigation  on  the  Tennessee  river,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  organization  and 
putting  the  troops  in  the  best  possible  condition 
for  early  active  operations. 

By  his  direction,  after  transferring  the 
Seventh  Ohio  and  Fifth  Iowa  from  the  Sixth 
division,  it  was  ordered  to  Pulaski  with  a  view 
to  its  remaining  in  Tennessee  for  local  opera- 
tions. No  reports  have  since  been  received  of 
its  services.* 

On  the  twenty-foiuth  of  January  La  Grange's 
and  Watkiiis*  brigades  of  the  First  division, 
after  a  fatiguing  march,  arrived  at  Waterloo 
landing,  in  the  north-western  comer  of  Alabama. 
They,  had  been  detained  in  Kentucky  under 
General  McCook.  for  the  purpose  of  ridding 
that  State  of  a  band  of  rebel  cavahv  under 
Lyon.  In  pursuance  of  previous  orders  the 
Third  brigade  of  this  division  was  then  dis- 
tributed between  the  First  and  Second  brigades. 
Brevet  Brigadier-G^eneral  Watkins,  at  his  own 
request,  was  ordered  to  Nashville  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  R.  W.  Johnson,  commanding 
the  Sixth  division,  for  assignment  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  brigade  in  that  division.  About  the 
same  time  the  Second  division,  Brieadier-(Jen- 
eral  Eli  Long  commanding,  and  newly  mounted 
and  equipped,  arrived  from  .Louisville,  having 
marched  from  that  place,  a  distance  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty-five  miles,  in  mid-winter, 
over  bad  roads  with  scanty  supplies  of  fon^e, 
in  twenty-eieht  days.  Soon  after  this,  Wm- 
slow's  brigade  of  the  Fourth  division  arrived  by 
steam  transports  from  the  same  place.    The 


Second  brigade  of  tiiis  division  was  then  or- 
ganized by  joining  the  First  Ohio  fibinsfemd 
from  the  Second  division)  with  the  Fiftii  fov» 
and  the  Seventh  Ohio  (transf^red  from  the 
Sixth  division).  Brevet  Brigadier-General  A. 
J.  Alexander,  a  voung  officer  of  jcourage  sad 
administrative  ability,  was  assigned  to  the  oonk* 
mand.  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Grierson  hid 
been  originallv  assigned  to  the  conmumd  of  thii 
division,  but  miling  to  use  doe  diligence  in  as> 
sembling  and  preparing  it  for  the  fiekf,  he  wit 
replaced  by  ^vet  Maior-General  E.  Upton,  ai 
officer  of  rare  merit  and  experience. 

The  troops  were  all  cantoned  on  tiie  north 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  river — Long's,  Upton'Si 
and  Hatch's  divisions,  and  Hammond's  brigadt 
of  Knipe's  division  at  Gravelly  Springs,  and 
McCook's  division  at  Waterloo.  The  aggregate 
force  was  about  twenty-two  thouyBand  mai^ 
thirteen  thousand  of  whom  were  armed  with 
Spencer  carbines  and  rifles ;  sixteen  thonsand 
were  well  mounted  on  horses  simply  requiring 
a  few  weeks  rest,  feed  and  attention,  to  become 
fit  for  active  service.  The  balance  were  poorly 
armed  and  dismounted. 
^  On  the  third  of  February  I  received  instruc- 
tions to  send  a  division  of  five  thousand  cavalrv 
to  General  Oanby.  After  consultation  with 
General  Thomas  it  was  decided  to  send  Knipe's 
division,  but  in  order  to  furnish  it  with  hofses, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  dismount  a  rart  c^ 
the  oonmiand  remaining  behind.  General 
Hatch's  division,  composed  of  most  exceOent 
troops,  had,  under  its  gallant  oonmiander,  won 
great  distinction  during  the  recent  campaign, 
but  having  the  largest  number  of  dismounted 
men,  and  having  b^n  constantly  in  service  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  thought  it  best  to 
take  the  horses  from  it  necessary  to  mount  dis 
troops  about  to  leave.  I  wishea  to  give  it  an 
opportunity  to  rest,  furnish  it  a  remount  of 
fresh  horses,  equipments,  and  arms,  and  hoped 
thereby  to  make  it  a  moKlel  in  drill,  discipnne 
and  equipment,  as  it  had  alreadv  made  itself  in 
dash,  constancy  and  the  cheerful  performanoe 
of  duty. 

On  the  third  of  February  the  mounted  por- 
tion of  the  Seventh  division  embarked  at 
Waterloo  on  transports  for  Vicksburg.  Tlie 
dismounted  portion,  with  such  horses  as  could 
be  obtained,  followed  from  Nashville  under  tbe 
direct  command  of  General  Knipe,  as  soon  as 
transportation  ooold  be  furnished.  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  J.  H.  Hammond  had  been  re- 
lieved by  direction  of  the  Cliief  Sur^on  frtJin 
the  conmmnd  of  a  brigade  in  this  division,  after 
having  earned  great  credit  with  it  in  the  batdes 
about  Nashville  and  the  pursuit  of  Hood  from 
Tennessee. 

These  changes  left  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand seventeen  thousand  men,  requhins  about 
five  thousand  horses  to  furnish  a  complete  re- 
mount. 

As  the  troops  teived  at  Gravelly  Springs 
they  were  assigned  to  camps  as  dose  together 
as  the  circun^tances  of  ground,  wat(4-,  and 
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coniigmty  to  the  landings  would  permit  The 
mild  climate,  rocky  soi}  and  rolling  snrfiBtee  of 
the  country,  rendered  this  altogether  the  heat 
locaKtj  that  conld  have  been  fonnd  for  recnpe- 
lutiiig  and  preparing  both  men  and  horses  for  an 
early  ^ring  campaig^. 

The  camps  were  laid  out  with  regularity,  com- 
fortable qnarters  for  the  men,  and  shelters  for  the 
horses  were  constmcted  wit^ut  delay ;  roads 
were  made  to  the  landings,  and  sappHes  of  for- 
age, rations,  clothing,  equipments  and  ammuni- 
tion were  fnroished  in  great  abundance.  A 
thoroogh  system  of  instruction  for  men  and  offi- 
cers was  instituted,  and  every  necessary  effort 
was  made  to  bring  ihe  corps  to  the  highest  pos- 
rible  state  of  efficiency.  I  transmit  herewith  a 
topographical  sketch,  showing  the  situation  of 
the  camps,  and  their  arrangement  The  plan  of 
that  constructed  by  (General  Hammond  and 
afterward  occupied  by  a  part  of  General  Up- 
ton's diTision,  I  regard  the  best  arrangement  of 
a  caTairy  cantonment  yet  devised. 

The  mflnenoe  of  the  system  adopted  on  the 
BQbsequent  caireer  of  the  corps  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. The  final  victory  over  Forrest  and 
the  rebel  cavalry  was  won  by  patient  industry 
and  instruction  while  in  the  cantonments  of 
Gravelly  Springs  and  Waterloo.  The  mreat 
&Qlt  in  our  cavalry  system  had  previously  been 
OTer-work  in  detachments,  and  the  absence  of 
i&stxuction,  organization  and  uniformity  of  eqnip- 
Bient 

On  the  twenty-third  of  February,  General 
Thomas  arrived  at  Eastport  with  instructions 
dire<;tiDg  me  to  fit  out  an  expedition  of  five  or 
six  thousand  cavalry, "  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  demonstration  upon  Tuscaloosa  and  Sel- 
ma,**  in  favor  of  (General  Oanby's  operations 
against  Mobile  and  Central  Alabama.  After  con- 
sahation,  in  which  I  expressed  iv4ielief  in  the 
capacity  of  my  command  to  ct^ture  those  places, 
and  conduct  from  the  latter  most  important 
operations.  General  Thomas  gave  me  permis- 
sion to  move  with  my  entire  available  mounted 
force,  and  authorized  me  to  pursue  such  a  course 
u  1  mi^ht  see  proper,  keeping  in  view  the  gen- 
eral objects  of  the  impending  campaign.  The 
inslmctions  of  LieutenautGeneral  Grant,  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  (General  Thomas,  after  directing 
ine  to  be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  Genend 
CinbT's  movement  had  begun,  allowed  me  the 
UDplest  discretioii  as  an  independent  com- 
mander. 

It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  ezpediti<m 
ihoold  b^in  its  movement  by  the  fourth  of 
^ch,  but  heavy  rain  storms  setting  im,  the 
Tennessee  river  became  very  much  swollen  and 
^6  roads  impassable. 

lieatenant-Genend  Grant  having  directed  all 
the  sorplos  horses  ptnrchased  in  the  West  to  be 
s^Qt  to  General  Canby,  there  were  no  means  left 
m  the  hands  of  the  Cavabry  Bureau  to  mount 
Hatches  division.  I  therefore  directed  him  to 
tern  over  his  few  remaining  horses  to  General 
Upton,  and  oonttnue  the  iustmction  of  his  com- 


mand at  Eastport  It  was  expected  that  the 
supply  departments  would  soon  be  able  to  fur- 
nish him  horses  and  Spencer  carbines,  so  as  to 
enable  bun  to  take  the  field  and  join  the  corps 
somewhere  in  Alabama  or  Georgia.  By  a  vol- 
untary arrangement  between  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  D.  B.  Coon,  commanding  the  Second 
brigade  of  Hatch's  division,  and  Srigadier-C^u- 
eral  Groxton,  the  former  also  turned  over  to  the 
latter  all  the  Spencer  carbines  then  in  his  bri- 
gade. By  these  means  the  troops  of  the  First, 
Second  and  Fourth  divisions,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  hwidred,  were  armed  with  the 
Spenoer  carbine,  and  all  had  arms  using  cart- 
ridges with  metallic  oases. 

The  heavy  rains  continued,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  river  overflowed  its  banks  and  da* 
stroyed  a  large  Quantity  of  grain,  accumulated 
for  &e  horses  at  Chickasaw  landing.  The  stean^ 
boats  oould  not  reach  the  highlands,  except  by 
working  their  way  through  the  woods  and  fields, 
until  the  river  subsided  to  its  natural  banks. 
The  crossing  was,  therefore,  delayed  till  the 
eighteenth  instant 

Division  commanders  were  directed  to  see 
that  every  trooper  was  provided  with  five  days', 
liffht  rations  in  haversacks,  twenty-four  pounds 
of  grain,  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition 
and  one  pair  of  extra  shoes  for  his  horse ;  that 
the  pack  animals  were  loaded  with  five  days  of 
hard  bread,  ten  of  sugar,  coffee  and  salt,  and 
the  wagons  with  forty-five  days  coffee,  twenty 
of  sugar,  fifteen  of  salt  and  eighty  rounds 
of  ammunition.  These  calculations  were  made 
upon  the  basis  of  a  sixty  days*  campaign,  and 
under  the  supposition  that  the  command  would 
be  able  to  supphr  itself  from  the  enemy's  coun- 
try with  everything  else  in  abundance.  Only 
enough  hard  bread  was  taken  to  last  during  the 
march  through  the  sterile  region  ^f  North 
Carolina. 

A  lieht  canvas  pontoon  train  of  thirty  boats, 
with  the  fixtures  complete,  transported  by  fifty 
six-mule  wagons,  and  in  charge  of  a  battalion 
of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  cavalry.  Major  J.  M. 
Hubbard  commanding,  was  also  got  ready  to  ac- 
company the  expedition. 

The  entire  train  in  charge  of  Captain  W.  E. 
Brown,  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster,  numbered 
not  far  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  wagons,  es- 
corted by  fifteen  hundred  dismounted  men  of 
the  three  divisions.  These  men  were  organized 
into  battalions  and  commanded  by  Major,  now 
Colonel  Archer. 

At  daylight  on  the  twenty-second  of  March, 
aU  the  preliminary  arrangements  having  been 
perfected,  and  the  order  of  march  having  been 
designated,  the  movement  began. 

The  entire  valley  of  the  Tennesse  having  been 
devastated  by  two  years'  of  warfare,  was  quite  as 
destitute  of  armv  supplies  as  the  hill  country 
south  of  it  In  all  directions,  for  a  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  there  was  almost  absolute  desti- 
tution. It  was  therefore  necessary  to  scatter  the 
troops  over  a  wide  extant  of  country |  and  march 
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as  rapidly  as  circumstances  wonld  permit  This 
was  rendered  safe  by  the  fact  that  Forrest's 
forces  were  at  that  time  near  West  Point,  Mis- 
sissippi, one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  south-west 
of  East  Port,  while  Roddy's  occupied  MontevaUo, 
on  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  River  railroad, 
nearly  the  same  distance  to  the  south-east.  By 
starting  on  diverging  roads,  the  enemy  was  left 
in  doubt  as  to  our  real  object,  and  compelled  to 
watch  equally  Columbus,  Tuscaloosa  and  Selma. 

Upton's  division,  followed  by  his  train,  marched 
rapidly  by  the  most  easterly  route,  passing  by 
Barton's  station,  Throgmorton's  Mills,  Russel- 
ville.  Mount  Hope,  and  Jasper,  to  Sanders'  ferry, 
on  the  west  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior  river. 

Long's  division  marched  by  the  way  of 
Cherokee  station  and  Frankfort,  but  being  en- 
cumbered by  the  pontoon  train,  and  having 
mistaken  the  road  by  which  it  should  have  as- 
cended the  mountain,  was  considerably  delayed 
in  reaching  Russelville. 

From  this  place  it  marched  directly  soutb 
by  the  Tuscaloosa  road  till  it  crossed  Upper 
Bear  creek  ;  thence  turned  to  the  eastward  by 
the  head  of  Buttahatchie  creek,  crossed  Byler  s 
road  near  Thorn  Hill,  and  struck  Blackwater 
creek,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Jasper. 
The  crossing  of  the  last  mentioned  stream,  and 
the  road  for  six  miles  beyond,  were  as  bad  as 
could  be,  but  by  industry  everything  was  forced 
through  to  Jasper  and  the  ford  on  the  Warrior 
with  but  little  loss  of  time. 

McCook's  division  pursued  the  same  route, 
to  Bear  creek,  or  the  Tuscaloosa  road,  but 
instead  of  turning  to  the  eastward  at  that 
place,  continued  the  march  toward  Tuscaloosa 
as  far  as  Eldridge,  and  thence  east  to  Jasper. 

In  this  order  the  different  divisions  arrived 
at  and  crossed,  the  two  forks  of  the  Black  War- 
rior rive9 

The  ford  on  the  west  branch  was  extremely 
difficult  of  approach  as  well  as  of  passage.  The 
country  on  both  sides  very  rugged,  and  six  or 
seven  hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
was  entirely  destitute  of  forage;  the  stream 
itself  was  at  the  time  likely  to  become  entirely 
impassable  by  the  rain  which  threatened  to  oc- 
cur at  any  moment  I  had  also  heard  at  Jasper, 
on  the  twenty-seventh,  that  a  part  of  Forest's 
force,  imder  Chalmers,  was  marching  by  the  way 
of  Bridceville  toward  Tuscaloosa,  and  knew 
that  if  t£e  true  direction  of  our  movement  had 
been  discovered,  it  would  be  but  a  short  time 
till  the  balance  of  the  rebel  cavalry  woidd  push 
in  the  same  direction.  I  therefore  directed  my 
division  commanders  to  replenish  the  haver- 
sacks, see  that  the  pack  animals  were  fully  laden, 
to  leave  all  the  wagons  except  the  artillery,  and 
march  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity  via 
Elytown  to  Montevallo.  I  felt  confident  that 
the  enemy  would  not  relinquish  his  efforts 
to  check  the  movement  of  the  troops  in  the 
hope  of  destroying  our  suppjly  train.  I  there- 
fore left  it  between  the  two*  streams  with  in- 
structions to  push  on  as  far  as  Elytown,  where 
it   would   receive  farther   orders.    By  great 


energy  on  tiie  part  of  commanding  offic«n, 
the  two  branches  of  th%  Warrior  were  crossed, 
each  division  losing  a  few  horses  bat  no  men. 

At  Elytown,  on  th^*  evening  of  the  thirtieth, 
I  directed  General  McCook  to  detach  Croxton's 
brigade,  with  orders  to  move  on  Tuscdoosa  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  burn  the  public  stores.mili* 
tary  school,  bridges,  foundries  and  faurtones  tt 
that  place,  return  toward  the  main  column  by 
the  way  of  the  Centre ville  road,  and  rejoin  it 
at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Selma.  Besides  covct- 
ing  our  trains  and  inflicting  a  heavy  blow  upon 
the  enemy,  I  hoped  by  tins  detachment  to  de- 
velop any  movement  on  his  part  intended  to 
intercept  njy  main  column. 

General  Upton's  division  encountered  a  few 
rebel  cavalry  at  Elytown,  but  pushed  them  rapid- 
ly across  the  Gahawba  river  to  Monte  valla 
The  rebels  having  felled  trees  into  the  ford  and 
otherwise  obstructed  it,  the  railroad  bridge 
near  Hillsboro  was  floored  over  by  General 
Winslow.  General  Upton  crossed  his  divisioo 
and  pushed  on  rapidly  to  Montevallo,  where  be 
arrived  late  on  the  evening  of  &e  thirtieth. 
Long  and  McCook  marched  by  the  same  route. 
In  this  region  General  Upton's  division  destrov- 
ed  the  R^  Mountain,  Central,  Bibb,  and  Colum- 
biana iron  works,  Gahawba  rolling-mills,  five 
collieries  and  much  valuable  property,  all  of 
these  establishments' were  of  great  extent  and 
in  full  operation.  I  arrived  at  Montevallo  at 
one  p.  M.,  March  thirty-first,  where  I  found  Up- 
ton's division  ready  to  resume  the  marek 
Direcdy  after  the  enemy  made  Us  appearance 
on  the  Selma  road.  By  my  direction  Genera) 
Upton  moved  his  division  out  at  once,  General 
Alexander's  brigade  in  advance.  After  a  sharp 
fight  and  a  handsome  charge.  General  Alexander 
drove  the  rebel  cavalry,  a  part  of  Oossland's 
Kentucky  bf4|^e  and  Roday*8  division,  rapid- 
ly and  in  great  confusion  toward  Randolph. 
The  enemy  endeavoring  to  make  a  stand  at  a 
creek  four  or  five  miles  south  of  Montevallo. 
General  Upton  placed  in  position  and  opened 
Rodney's  battery  "  F  Fourth  United  States  ar- 
tillery, and  passing  Winslow's  bri^de  to  the 
front,  they  again  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  closely 
pursued  and  repeatedly  charged  by  Winslow's 
advance.  About  fifty  prisoners  were  taken 
with  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  mudi 
other  loose  materials  were  abandoned.  The 
gallantry  of  men  and  officers  had  been  most 
conspicuous  throughout  the  day.  and  had 
resulted  ahready  in  Sie  establishment  of  a  moral 
supremacy  for  the  corps. 

tlpton's  division  bivouacked  fourteen  miles 
south  of  Montevallo,  and  at  dawn  of  the  next 
day,  April  first,  pushed  forward  to  Randolph. 
At  this  point,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of 
march  for  tiie  day.  General  Upton  turned  to  the 
east  for  the  purpose  of  going  by  tho  way  of 
Old  MaplesvOle  and  thence  by  the  old  Bebna 
road,  while  General  Long  was  instructed  to 
push  forward  on  the  new  road. 

At  Randolph,  General  Upton  captured  a  rebel 
courier  just  from  CentrevOle,  and  from  his  per- 
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BOD  took  two  despatches,  one  from  Brigadier- 
General  W.  H.  Jackson,  commanding  one  of 
Forrest^s  divisions,  and  the  other  from  Major 
Anderson,  ForreeVs  Chief  of  Stafifl  From  the 
first  I  learned  that  Forrest  with  a  part  of  his 
command  was  in  mj  front:  this  had  also 
been  obtained  from  prisoners  that  Jackson 
with  his  division  and  all  the  wagons  and  ar- 
tillerj  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  marching  from 
TnBoJoosa  via  Trion  toward  Centreville,  had 
encamped  the  night  before  at  Hill's  plantation, 
three  miles  beyond  Scottsboro;  that  Croxton 
with  the  brigade  attached  to  Elyton  had  strack 
Jackson's  rear  guard  at  Trion  and  interposed 
himself  between  it  and  the  train ;  that  Jackson 
had  discovered  this,  and  intended  to  attack 
Cfozton  at  daylight  of  April  first  I  learned  from 
the  other  despatch  that  Chalmers  had  also  ar- 
rived at  Marion,  Alabama,  and  had  been  ordered 
to  cross  to  the  east  side  of  the  Cahawba  near 
that  place  for  the  purpose  of  joining  Forrest  in 
my  n'out,  or  in  tne  works  at  Selma.  I  also 
learned  tiiat  a  force  of  dismounted  men  were 
stationed  at  Centreville,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
bridge  over  the  Cahawba  at  that  place  as  long 
%&  possible,  and  in  no  event  to  let  it  fall  into 
our  bands. 

Shortly  after  the  interception  of  these  des- 
patches, I  received  a  despatch  from  Croxton, 
written  from  Trion  the  night  before,  informing 
me  that  he  had  struck  Jackson's  rear,  and  in- 
stead of  pushing  on  toward  Tuscaloosa  as  he 
was  ordered,  he  would  follow  up  and  endeavor 
to  bring  him  to  an  engagement,  nopin^  thereby 
ti  prevent  his  junction  with  Forrest 

With  this  mformacion  in  my  possession  I 
directed  McCook  to  strengthen  the  battalion 
previously  ordered  to  Centreville  by  a  regi- 
ment, and  to  follow  at  once  with  LaGrange*s 
entire  brigade,  leaving  all  pack-trains  and 
wagons  with  the  main  column,  so  that  he  could 
maich  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity,  and 
after  seizing  the  Centreville  bridge,  and  leaving 
it  under  protection  of  a  sufficient  guard,  to  cross 
the  Cahawba  and  continue  his  march  by  the 
Scottsboro  road  toward  Trion.  His  orders 
were  to  attack  and  break  up  Jackson's  forces, 
form  a  junction  with  Croxton  if  practicable, 
and  rejoin  the  corps  with  his  entire  division  by 
the  Centreville  road  to  Selma.  Although  he 
did  not  leave  Randolph  till  nearly  eleven  o  clock 
▲.  M.,  and  the  distance  to  Scottsville  was  nearly 
forty  miles,  I  hoped  by  this  movement  to  do 
more  than  secure  the  Centreville  bridge,  and 
prevent  Jackson  from  joining  the  forces  in  front 
of  the  main  column. 

Having  thus  taken  care  of  the  right  flank 
and  anticipated  Forrest  in  his  intention  to  play 
his  old  game  of  getting  upon  the  rear  of  his 
opponent  I  gave  directions  to  Long  and  Upton 
to  allow  him  no  rest  butpusti  him  toward  Selma 
with  the  utmost  spirit  and  rapidity.  These  offi- 
cers, comprehending  the  situation,  pressed  for- 
ward with  admirable  zeal  and  activity  upon  the 
roads  which  have  been  previously  indicated. 
Ihe  advance   of  both  divisions   encountered 


small  parties  of  the  enemy,  but  drove  them  back 
to  their  main  force  at  Ebenezer  church,  six 
miles  north  of  Planters ville.  Forrest  had  chosen 
a  position  on  the  north  bank  of  Bogler's  creek, 
and  disposed  of  his  force  for  battle,  his  right 
resting  on  Mulberry  creek  and  his  left  on  a 
high  wooded  ridge,  with  four  pieces  of  artillerv 
to  sweep  the  Randolph  road  upon  which  Long  s 
division  was  advancing,  and  two  on  the  Ala- 
plesville  road.  He  had  under  his  command  in 
line  Armstrong's  brigade  of  Chalmer's  division, 
Roddy's  division,  Crossland's  Kentucky  brigade, 
and  a  battalion  of  three  hundred  infantry  just 
arrived  from  Selma,  in  all  about  five  thousand 
men.  Part  of  his  front  was  covered  by  a  slash- 
ing of  pine  trees  and  rail  barricades. 

As  soon  as  General  Long  discovered  the  ene- 
my in  strength  close  upon  the  main  body,  he  re- 
inforced his  advance  guard  (a  battalion  of  the 
Seventv-second  Indiana  mounted  infantry)  by 
the  btdance  of  the  regiment,  dismountea  and 
formed  it  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Pushing  it 
forward  the  enemy  was  broken  and  driven  back. 
At  this  juncture  he  ordered  forward  four  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Indiana  mounted 
infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frank  White  com- 
mandinc.  With  drawn  sabres  this  gallant  bat- 
talion drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  into  the 
main  line,  dashed  against  that,  broke  through 
it,  rode  over  the  rebel  guns,  crushing  the 
wheels  of  one  piece,  and  finally  turned  to  the 
left  and  cut  its  way  out,  leaving  one  officer  and 
sixteen  men  in  the  enemv*s  hands,  either  killed 
or  wounded.  In  this  charge  Captain  Taylor, 
Seventeenth  Indiana,  lost  his  life,  after  having 
led  his  men  into  the  very  midst  of  the  enemy 
and  engaged  in  a  running  fight  of  two  hundred 
yards  with  Forrest  in  person. 

General  Alexander's  brigade  had  the  advance 
of  Upton's  division,  and  when  within  three 
miles  of  Ebenezer  church  heard  the  firing  and 
cheers  of  Long's  men  on  the  right,  pushed  for- 
ward at  the  trot  and  soon  came  upon  the  enemy. 
General  Alexander  hastily  deployed  his  brigade, 
mostly  on  the  right  of  the  road,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  connecting  with  Long's  left,  and  as  soon 
as  everything  was  in  readiness  pushed  forward 
his  line  dismounted.  In  less  than  an  hour,  al- 
though the  resistance  was  determined,  the 
position  was  carried  by  a  gallant  charge,  and 
the  rebels  completely  routed.  Alexanders 
brigade  captured  two  guns  and  about  two  hun- 
dred prisoners,  while  one  gun  feU  into  the 
hands  of  General  Long's  division. 

Winslow's  brigade  unmediately  passed  to  the 
front  and  took  up  the  pursuit,  but  could  not 
again  bring  the  rebels  to  a  stand. 

The  whole  corps  bivouacked  at  sundown 
about  Plantersville«  nineteen  miles  from  Selma. 
With  ahnost  constant  fighting  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  since  morning  twenty-four  miles. 

At  daylight  of  the  second,  Long's  division 
took  the  advance,  closely  followed  by  Upton's. 
Havine  obtained  a  weU-drawp  sketch  ana  com- 
plete description  of  the  defences  of  Selma,  I 
directed  General  Long,  marching  by  the  flanks 
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of  brigades,  to  approach  the  city  and  cross  to 
the  Sammerville  road,  withoat  exposing  his 
men,  and  to  develop  his  line  as  soon  as  he 
shoidd  arrive  in  front  of  the  works.  General 
Upton  was  directed  to  move  on  the  Range  Line 
road,  sending  a  squadron  on  the  Bumsyille 
road.  Lieutenant  Rendelbrook,  with  a  battalion 
of  the  Fourth  United  States  oavabry,  was  in- 
structed to  move  down  the  raifa-oad,  burning 
bridges,  stations,  and  trestle-works  as  far  as 
BuriiBviUe.  By  rapid  marching,  without  oppo- 
sition, the  troops  were  aU  in  sight  of  the  town, 
and  mostly  in  position  by  four  p.  m. 

As  I  approached  the  city  I  perceived  that 
my  information  was  generally  correct.  I  there- 
fore made  a  reconnoisance  oi  the  works  from 
left  to  right  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  my- 
self entirely  as  to  the  true  point  of  attack  and 
the  probable  chances  of  success.  I  directed 
General  Long  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  by 
moving  diagonally  across  the  road  upon  which 
his  troops  were  posted,  while  General  Upton, 
at  his  own  request,  with  a  picked  force  of  three 
hundred  men,  v^as  directed  to  penetrate  the 
swamp  upon  his  left,  break  through  the  line 
covered  b^  it  and  turn  the  enemy's  right ;  the 
balance  of  his  division  to  conform  to  the  move- 
ment. The  signal  for  the  advance  was  to  be 
the  discharge  of  a  single  gun  from  Rodney's 
battery,  to  be  given  as  soon  as  Upton's  turning 
movement  had  developed  itself. 

Before  this  plan  could  be  put  into  execution, 
and  while  waiting  for  the  signal  to  advance. 
General  Long  was  informed  that  a  strong  force 
of  rebel  cavalry  had  begun  skirmishing  with 
his  rear,  and  threatened  a  general  attack  upon 
his  pack-train  and  led-horses.  He  had  lert  a 
force  of  six  companies  well  posted  at  the  creek 
in  anticipation  of  this  jnovement,  afterward  as- 
chained  to  have  been  made  by  Chalmers,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  Forrest  This 
force  was  at  Marion  the  day  before  and  was  ex- 
pected on  the  road  from  that  place.  Fearine 
that  this  affair  might  compromise  our  assault 
iroon  the  main  position.  General  Long  (ha vine 
aheady  strengthened  the  rear  by  another  regi- 
ment), with  admirable  judgment,  determined  to 
make  the  assault  at  once,  and  without  waiting 
for  the  signal  gave  the  order  to  advance.  The 
troops  dismounted,  sprang  forward  with  con- 
fident alacrity,  and  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes, 
without  even  stopping,  wavering,  or  faltering, 
had  swept  over  the  works  and  driven  the  rebeb 
in  confusion  toward  the  city.  I  arrived  on  that 
part  of  the  field  just  after  the  works  were  car- 
ried, at  once  notified  General  Upton  of  the  suc- 
cess, and  ordered  him  to  push  in  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  directed  Colonel  Minty,  in  command 
of  the  Second  division,  to  gather  his  men  for  a 
new  advance,  ordered  Colonel  Vail,  commanding 
the  Seventeenth  Indiana,  to  place  his  own  reei- 
meut  and  the  Fourth  Ohio  in  line  inside  we 
works,  hurried  up  the  Fourth  United  States 
cavalry,  Lieutenant  O'Connell,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  battery,  Captain  Robinson  commanding, 
and  renewed  the  attack.    The  rebels  had  occu- 


pied a  new  line  but  partiafly  finished  in  ths 
edge  of  the  city.  A  most  gallant  charge  by  tiM 
Fourth  United  States  caval^  was  repidiBed,  bot 
r.ipidly  reformed  on  the  left  It  was  now  qmte 
dark.  Upton's  division  advancing  at  the  ssbm 
time,  a  new  charge  was  made  by  the  Fourth 
Ohio,  Seventeenth  Indiana,  and  Fomih  cavaky, 
dismounted.  The  troops,  inspired  by  the  wild- 
est enthusiasm,  swept  everythiDg  before  then, 
and  penetrated  the  city  in  all  directions.  Dm* 
ing  the  first  part  of  the  action  the  Qiicigo 
Board  of  Trade  battery  had  occapied  a  coid- 
manding  position,  and  steadily  re^ed  to  tke 
enemy's  guns. 

I  reeard  the  capture  of  Selma  the  most  re- 
markable achievement  in  the  history  of  modern 
cavaky,  and  one  admirably  illustrative  of  its 

?few  powers  and  tendencies.  That  it  may  be 
uUy  understood  particular  attention  is  invited 
to  the  following  facts. 

The  fortifications  assaulted  and  carried,  oob- 
sist  of  a  bastioned  line,  on  a  radius  of  nearly  three 
miles,  extending  from  the  Alabama  liver  below 
to  the  same  above  the  city.  The  part  west  of 
the  city  is  covered  by  a  miry,  deep,  and  aloKist 
impassable  creek,  Chat  on  the  east  ride  by  a 
swamp  extending  from  the  river  alnuMt  to  tiw 
Summerfield  road,  and  entirely  impracticable  for 
mounted  men  at  all  times.  (General  Upton  as- 
certained by  a  personal  reconnoisance  that  dis- 
mounted men  might  with  great  difficult  woik 
through  it  on  the  left  of  the  Range  Line  road 
The  profile  of  that  part  of  the  line  assaulted  ii 
as  folio  wa :  Height  of  parapet,  six  to  eight  feet, 
thickness  eight  feet,  depth  of  ditch  five  feet, 
width  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet ;  height  of  stock- 
ade on  the  glacis,  five  feet,  sunk  into  tiie  eartk 
four  feet  The  ground  over  which  the  trootps 
advanced  is  an  open  field,  generally  level,  sbpisff 
slightly  toward  the  works,  but  intersected 
by  one  ravine  and  marshy  soil,  whidi  both  tbe 
right  and  left  of  Long's  line  experienced  scnm 
d^cnlty  in  cA)ssiug.  The  distance  which  tk 
troops  charged,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  was  six  hundred  yards. 
Particular  attention  is  invited  to  that  part  of 
General  Long's  report  which  describes  ifa«  as- 
sault He  states  that  the  number  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  obanre  was  one  thousand  five  han- 
ored  and  fifty,  officers  and  men.  The  portioQ 
of  the  line  assaulted  was  manned  by  AitD- 
strong's  brigade,  rt^^arded  as  the  best  io  F^f^ 
rest's  corps,  and  reported  by  him  at  more  dian 
fifteen  hundred  men.  The  loss  firom  Loog'i 
division  was  forty  killed,  two  hundred  azMi  axtj 
wounded  and  seven  missing.  General  Looe 
was  wounded  in  the  head,  UolonelS  MiUertiia 
McCormick  in  the  leg,  and  Colonel  Brings  in  tht 
breast 

I  doubt  if  the  history  of  this,  or  any  other 
war,  will  show  another  instance  in  whidi  a  tise 
of  works,  as  strongly  constructed  and  as  wd 
defended  as  this,  by  masketnr  and  artiDery,hM 
been  stormed  and  carried  Dy  a  single  lioe  of 
men  without  support  Too  much  credit  ctfoot 
be  acowded  to  General  Ixmg,  Cokmels  ifin^t 


D0CU1CENT& 


655 


KiUer,  and  Vail,  or  to  the  gaHant  officers  and 
meo  under  their  commaDd.  I  submit  herewith 
a  map  of  Selnia  and  its  defences  surveyed  and 
drawn  by  Capt  H.  E.  Nojs,  Second  United 
States  cavalry  and  aid-de-camp. 

"He  immediate  fruits  of  our  victory  were 
thirty-one  field  guns,  and  one  thirty-pounder 
parrot,  which  had  been  used  against  us ;  two 
^ODsand  seven  hundred  prisoners,  including 
one  himdred  and  fifty  officers;  a  number  of 
colors,  and  immense  quantities  of  stores  of  every 
kind.  Generals  Forrest,  Armstrong.  Roddy,  and 
Adams  escaped,  with  a  number  of  men,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  either  by  the  Bumsville  and 
Kiver  roads,  or  by  swimming  the  Alabama  river. 
A  portion  of  Upton's  division  pursued  on  the 
Bumsville  road  until  long  after  midnight,  cap- 
turing four  guns  and  many  prisoners.  I  esti- 
mate the  entire  garrison,  including  the  militia  of 
tlie  city  and  surrounding  countir,  at  seven  thou- 
sand men ;  the  entire  force  under  my  command, 
oigaged  and  in  supporting  distance,  was  nine 
thoQsand  men  and  eight  guns. 
As  soon  as  the  troops  could  be  assembled  and  got 
into  camp,  I  assigned  Brevet  Brigadier-Greneral 
Winslow  to  the  conunand  of  the  city,  with  orders 
to  destrov  everything  that  could  possiblv  benefit 
the  rebel  cause.  I  directed  General  Upton  to 
Hiarch  at  daylight  with  his  division,  for  the  pnr- 

rof  driving  Chalmer  to  the  west  side  of 
Cdhawba,  to  open  communication  with 
McCook,  expected  from  GentreviUe,aud,in  con- 
jonction  with  the  latter,  to  bring  in  the  train. 

The  capture  of  Selma  having  put  us  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemv's  greatest  depot  in  the 
southwest,  was  a  vital  blow  to  their  cause,  and 
secured  to  us  ihe  certaintv  of  going  in  whatever 
direction  mi^ht  be  found  most  advantageous. 
I  gave  direction  to  Lieutenant  Hey  wood.  Fourth 
Michigan  cavalry,  engineer  officer  on  my  staff,  to 
empby  all  the  resoiurces  of  the  shops  in  the  city 
in  the  construction  of  pontoons,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  laying  a  bridge,  and  crossing  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Alabatna  river  as  soon  as  I 
oould  satisfy  myself  in  regard  to  General  Can- 
bj's  success  in  the  operations  against  Mobile. 
Oq  April  fifth  Upton  and  McCook  arrived  with 
flie  train,  but  nothing  definite  had  been  heard  of 
C^oxton.  McCook  had  been  entirely  successful 
in  his  operations  against  Centreville,  but  on 
reaching  Scottsboro  he  found  Jackson  well 
posted  with  a  force  he  thoug:ht  too  strone  to 
attack.  After  a  sharp  skirmish  he  retired  to 
CentrevOie,  burned  the  Scottsboro  cotton  lactory 
and  Oahawba  bridge  and  returned  toward  Belma, 
satisfied  that  Crozton  had  taken  care  of  himself 
and  gone  in  a  new  direction.  | 

On  the  sixths  of  April,  having  ofdered  Major  , 
Hubbard  to  lay  a  bridge  over  ^e  AJabama  with  ' 
the  utmost  despatch,  I  went  to  Cahawba  to , 
see  General  Forrest,  who  had  agreed  to  meet  me  I 
there  under  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  I 
inanging  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  was  not  j 
long  in  discovering  that  I  need  not  expect ' 
Hbmlity  in  this  matter,  and  that  Forrest  hoped 
to  recapture  the  men  of  his  conunand  in  my 


possession.  During  our  conversation  he  in- 
formed me  that  Croxton  had  had  an  engage- 
ment with  Wirt  Adams  near  Bridgeville,  forty 
miles  southwest  of  Tuscaloosa,  two  days  before. 
Thus  assured  of  Croxton's  success  and  safety,  I 
determined  to  lose  ho  furtlior  time  in  crossing  ' 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Alabama.  I  had  also 
satisfied  myself  in  the  meantime  that  Canby  had 
an  ample  force  to  take  Mobile,  and  march  to 
central  Alabama.  I  therefore  returned  to  Belma 
and  urged  every  one  to  the  utmost  exertions. 
The  river  was  quite  full  and  rising,  the  weather 
unsettled  and  rainy,  but  by  the  greatest  exertion 
night  and  day  on  tiie  part  of  Major  Hubbard 
and  his  battalion.  General  Upton,  General  Alex- 
ander, and  my  own  st^,  the  bridge,  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy  feet  long,  was  constructed,  and 
the  command  all  crossed  by  daylight  of  the 
tenth.  So  swift  and  deep  was  the  river  that 
the  bridge  was  swept  away  three  times.  Gen- 
eral Alexander  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life, 
boats  were  capsized  and  men  precipitated  into 
the  stream,  but  the  operation  was  finally  termi- 
nated by  complete  success.  The  report  of 
Maior  Hnbbarcf,  transmitted  herewitii,  will  give 
additional  'details  of  interest.  Before  leaving 
the  city  General  Winslow  destroyed  Uie  arsen- 
als, foundries,  arms,  stores,  and  military  muni- 
tions of  every  kind.  The  enemy  had  previously 
burned  two  thousand  five  hundrea  bales  of 
cotton. 

Having  the  entire  corps,  except  Croxton's 
brigade,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  , 
being  satisfied  that  the  rebels  could  receive  no 
advantage  by  attempting  to  again  occupy  Selma, 
so  thoroughly  had  everything  in  it  been  de- 
stroyed, I  determined  to  move  by  the  way  of 
Montgomery  into  Georgia,  and  after  breaking 
up  railroads  and  destroying  stores  and  army 
supplies  in  that  State,  tx>  march  thence  as  rapidlv 
as  possible  to  the  theatre  of  operations  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Enough  horses  were  secured  at  Selma  and  on 
the  march  to  that  place  to  mount  all  our  dis- 
mounted men.  In  order  to  disencumber  the 
column  of  every  unnecessary  impediment  I  or- 
dered the  surplus  wagons  to  be  destroyed,  and 
all  of  the  bridge  train  except^enough  for  twelve 
boys.  The  main  object  tor  which  the  latter 
was  brought  had  been  secured  by  our  passage 
of  the  Alabama. 

I  also  directed  the  column  to  be  cleared  of  all 
contraband  negroes,  and  such  of  the  able-bodied 
ones  as  were  aole  to  enlist  to  be  organized  into 
regiments,  one  to  each  division.  Efficient  offi- 
cers were  assig;ned  to  these  commands,  and 
freat  pains  taken  to  prevent  their  becoming 
urdensome.  How  well  they  succeeded  can  be 
understood  from  the  fiEtct  that  in  addition  to 
subsisting  themselves  upon  the  country  they 
marched  (upon  one  occasion)  forty-five  miles, 
and  frequently  as  much  as  thirty-five  in  one 
day. 

In  the  march  from  Selma,  La  Grange's  bri- 
gade of  McCook*s  division  was  given  the  ad- 
vance.   The  recent  rains  had  rendered  the  roads 
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C[nife  muddy,  and  a  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
in  falling  back  before  La  Grange  destroyed 
several  bridges,  so  that  our  progress  was  neces^ 
sarily  slow. 

At  seven  a.  m.,  April  twelfth,  the  advanced 
guard  reached  Montgomery,  and  received  the 
siurender  of  the  city  from  the  mayor  and  coun- 
cil. Greneral  Adams,  with  a  small  force,  after 
falling  back  before  us  to  the  city,  burned  ninety 
thousand  bales  of  cotton  stored  there,  and  con- 
tinued his  retreat  to  Mount  Meigs  on  the  Co- 
lumbus road.  Five  guns  and  large  quantities  of 
small  arms,  stores,  &c,  were  left  in  our  hands 
and  destroyed. 

General  McCook  assigned  Colonel  Cooper, 
Fourth  Kentucky  cavalry,  to  the  conmiand  of  the 
city,  and  immediately  beean  the  destruction  of 
the  public  stores.  Major  Weston,  of  the  Fourth 
Kentucky,  with  a  small  detachment  of  his  regi- 
ment, made  a  rapid  march  toward  Wetumpha, 
swam  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers,  and  cap- 
tured five  steamboats  ana  their  cargoes,  which 
were  taken  to  Montgomery  and  destroyed. 
Early  on  the  fourteenth  the  march  was  resumed. 
I  instructed  Major-Greneral  Upton  to  move  with 
his  own  division  directly  upon  Coltlmbus,  and 
to  order  La  Grange  with  his  brigade  to  make  a 
rapid  movement  upon  West  Point,  destroying 
railroad  bridges  along  the  Hne  of  his  march. 
I  hoped  to  secure  a  crossing  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chee at  one  or  the  other  of  these  places. 

Minty  followed  Upton  by  the  way  of  8us- 
keggo.  McCook,  with  a  part  of  his  division,  re- 
mained a  few  hours  at  Montgomery  to  complete 
the  destruction  of  the  public  stores.  Shortly 
after  leaving  his  camp  near  Montgomery,  La 
Grange  struck  a  force  of  rebels  unaer  BuJford 
and  Ulanton,  but  drove  them  in  confusion,  cap- 
turing about  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 

About  two  p.  M.  of  the  sixteenth,  General  Up- 
ton's advance,  a  part  of  Alexander's  brigade, 
struck  the  enemy  s  pickets  on  the  road,  and 
drove  them  rapidly  through  Girard  to  the  lower 
bridge  over  the  Chattahoochee,  at  Columbus. 
The  rebels  hastily  set  fire  to  it,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented its  capture.  After  securing  a  position 
on  the  lower  Montgomery  road.  General  Upton 
detached  a  force  tc^pnsh  around  to  the  bridge 
at  the  Factory,  three  miles  above  the  citv.  He 
^en  made  a  reconnoiBance  in  person,  ana  found 
the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  a  line  of  works 
covering  aU  the  bridges,  with  a  large  number  of 
euns  in  position,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  He 
had  already  determined  to  move  Winslow*s  bri- 
gade to  the  Opelika  or  SummerviUe  road,  and 
assault  the  works  on  that  side,  without  waitine 
for  the  artrival  of  the  Second  division.  I  reached 
the  head  of  Winslow's  brigade  of  the  Fourth 
division  at  four  o'clock,  and  found  the  troops 
marching  to  the  position  assigned  them  by 
General  Upton.  Through  an  accident,  Winslow 
did  not  arrive  at  his  position  till  after  dark ; 
but  General  Upton  proposed  to  make  the  as- 
sault in  the  night,  and,  coinciding  with  him  in 
Judgment,  I  ordered  the  attack. 

Tnree  hundred  men  of  the  Third  Iowa  caval- 


ry. Colonel  Noble  commanding,  were  dkmonnted, 
and,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  moved  forward  aod 
formed  across  the  road,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
artillery.  The  Fourth  Iowa  and  Ten^Mi8> 
souri  were  held  in  readiness  to  support  tib« 
assaulting  party.  At  hialf-past  eight  p.  x.,  joit 
as  the  troops  were  ready,  the  enemy,  at  a  met 
distance,  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  nd, 
with  a  four-gun  battery,  b^an  throwing  caoifr 
ter  and  grape.  Generals  Upton  and  Windov^ 
in  person,  directed  the  .movement ;  the  troops 
dashed  forward,  opened  a  withering  fire  fnm 
their  Spencers,  pushed  through  a  skbshiog  nai 
abattis,  pressed  the  rebel  line  back  to  their  Mt» 
works,  supposed  at  first  to  be  the  main  fink 
During  all  this  time  the  rebel  guns  threw  oilft 
perfect  storm  of  canister  and  grape,  but  wil^ 
out  avail. 

General  Upton  sent  two  companies  of  te 
Tendi  Missouri,  Captain  Classen  coromandin^ 
to  follow  up  the  success  of  the  dismoxmtea 
men  and  get  possession  of  the  bridge.  Tb^ 
passed  through  the  inner  line  of  works,  anOy 
under  cover  of  darkness,  before  the  rebels  knev 
it,  had  reached  the  bridge  leadii^  into  0^ 
lumbus. 

As  soon  as  everything  could  be  got  up  to  At 
position  occupied  by  the  dismounted  men,  Gefr 
era!  Upton  pressed  forward  again,  swept  awif 
aU  opposition,  took  possession  of  the  tooit  vmt 
railroad  bridges,  and  stationed  guards  timi^i^ii 
out  the  city. 

Twelve  hundred   prisoners,    fifty-two  ieM. 
guns,  in  position  for  use  against  us,  large  qua*  I 
titles  of  arms  and  stores,  fell  into  our  ' — *-  " 

Our  loss  was  only  twenty-four  killed  and 

ed.    Colonel  C.  A.  L.  Lamar,  of  General  Com 
staffi  formerly  owner  of  the  Wanderer 
trader,  was  killed. 

The  splendid  gallaRtTyand  steadiness  of  Oiftj| 
end  Upton,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Wf 
and  all  the  officers  and  men  enea^ed 
night  attack,  is  worthy  of  the  higbeet 
dation.    The  rebel  force  v^as  over  three 
sand  men.    They  could  not  believe  tbey 
been  dislodged  from  their  strong  fortificatiowl 
an  attack  of  three  hundred  men. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  this  operatioii 
to  us  the  city  of  Columbus — the  key  to 
— four  hundred  miles  from  our  starf ' 
and  that  it  was  conducted  by  cavalry, 
any  inspiration  from  the  great  events 
had  transpired  in  Virginia,  it  will  not  be 
sidered  hisignificant,  although  shorn  of  ili 
portance. 

General  Winslow  was  assigned  to  the 
mand  of  the  city.    His  report  will  give 
esting  details  in  regard  to  the  stores^ 
transportation,  gunboats,  armories,  aneatt 
workshops  destroyed. 

After  much  sharp  skirmishing  and 
marching,  which  resulted  in  the  captim  dfl 
teen  *  wagons  and  a  number  of  prison 
Grange's  advance  reached  the  vicu^i^  o 
Point  at  ten  a.  m.,  April  sixteenth.  Wm 
Eighteenth    Indiana  battery,  the  Seoood 


OPINIONS    OF   THE   PRESS. 


Its  Aocuraoy. 

"During  the  trial  in  the  Cuited  States  Circuit  Court, 
wfafeh  terminated  yesterday  in  the  conviction  of  Wil 
flam  Sinith  for  piracy,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Jeff 
/>«w*,  a  great  deal  of  documentary  evidence  to  sliow 
Uie  reafity  of  seceasion  was  offered  in  evidence  by  the 
coonsef  for  defence—avowedly  taken  tVom  Frank 
Moor»*8  RMb'on  Reeonl,  and  received  by  Judges  Grier 
ind  Gultrallader  who  presided.  This  is  a  remarkable 
compliment  to  the  work  in  queistion,  but  not  higher  than 
rt  naeritB  from  the  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  varied  in- 
fonnttloD  respecting  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
SebelHoiL  A  ia  the  Jim  time  in  legal  and  literary 
kitiory^  that  a  book  not  yet  completed  hfut  been  so  tinmp' 
•i  rUh  authtfiiicity^  as  to  be  admitted  at  evidence  m  a 
comri  of  tme^  and  ofi  a  trial  for  a  capital  offen.ceP — 
PhU  Preu,  OtA.  26,  1861. 

"  The  great  essayist,  Carlyle,  calls  history  *  distilled 
re»3papers.'  The  HebelUoH  Record,  then,  is  a  mo(^»l 
'j'tory,  for  it  subjects  the  journals  of  the  day,  with  all 
; ii-iir  telegrams^  (a  word  which  has  become  an  emphatic 
^vnonym   for  fidaehood)  their  rumors,  and  their  re- 

rta,  to  the  crucible  of  time,  and  whatever  endures 
Jit  fiery  test,  it  classifies  and  puts  into  convenient 
'  rm  for  preservation  and  reference." 

"  By  far  the  most  valuable  periodical  connected  with 
>  WAT  is  the  R^llion  Record.  It  Is  destined  to  be- 
rime the  standard  authority  of  the  war.  To  any  one 
leiirous  of  preserving  a  record  of  the  confliot  as  it 
•rtj^rttses,  it  ia  invaluable.'* — fndiemapoliM  Journal. 

""The  Rebellion  Reeordy  giving,  as  it  doea^  every  pro- 
tiinuUion,  message  or  paper  that  is  of  real  import- 
i3ce,  and  narrating  concisely,  yet  clearly,  all  that  either 
■•  le  has  accomplished,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
tl\  who  desire  to  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  exact  status 
of  affairs  in  our  country." — Portsmouth  {N.  H.) 
'  krmkfs. 

"This  win  be  the  great  treasury  from  which  the 
^tv8  historiaa  will  draw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
lime  gfaail  come  to  write  a  history  of  the  great  rebel- 
Hmi.*'— CArw^wm  Instmctor^  Philadelphia. 

^To  those  who  wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and 
exbentic  history  of  the  great  struggle,  from  the  effects 
o(  »bich  our  country  ia  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 
^irtnuiiference,  this  wof-k  m\\  commend  itself.  We 
regard  it  as  the  most  vi^uable  work  that  viiits  our 
Uijle."— flaneocib  Courier,  Ohio. 

**The  work  is  considered  the  standard  authoriiy  of 
iA«  Mr,  and  a  con^fUte  reference-book  m  relation  to 
^  kidory  of  ikt  rebcawnr'^SteuhenmUe  (O.)  DaSly 

ffsrald. 

"  Tlie  eontenta  of  this  work,  sifted  from  a  variety  of 
«niroe%  constitute  the  very  best  memoircB  pour  sgrvir 
•  tfattoire,  ont  of  which  the  hiture  Bancrofts,  Macau- 
Kja,  and  Prescotts  will  draw  their  best  materials.'*— 
Rv^iWu.)  Weekly  Journal 

**Tli6  details  of  the  Rseordtmuoi  hasdlj  gathered 
^  the  newspapers  of  the  <kiy,  but  are  chosen  out 
vi^  MiberatioQ  after  their  rains  has  become  known. 


and  whenever  it  is  practicable,  official  copies  are  secniw 
ed.  In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  material  is  beinz  col- 
lected, which  in  after-times  will  illustrate  the  rebellion, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fulness  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natural  history  can 
rival."— PAii.  BidletifL 

"  A  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Rebellion 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  was  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  as  it  has  also  been  in  this 
city." — M  y\  Commercial  Advertiser, 

*'  The  courts,  the  departments,  and  the  press  con- 
tinually quote  the  Rebellion  Record  ;  historical  students 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  use ;  while  every  citizen^ 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  useful  as  a  dic- 
tionary, gazetteer  or  blue-book." — Botdon  TVanscripL 

**  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  attaia,  without  really  de- 
serving it,  a  fair  reputation  for  truthfulness  and  general 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  Rebellion 
Record  has  acquired  is  not  of  this  superficial  charac- 
ter ;  it  lias  been  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  closest 
criticism  and  comparison  with  official  and  other 
authorities,  and  in  every  case  has  come  out  triumph- 
ant. It  has  been  our  own  duty,  during  a  few  months 
past,  to  collate  every  important  fact  given  in  Its  pages 
with  other  collections  of  material  of  ample  extent,  and 
mainly  official  in  character,  and  we  have  yet  to  find 
the  first  important  error."— iV^.   Y,  Examiner. 

Its  Impartiality. 

**  Every  document  bearing  upon  the  great  crisia, 
whether  emanating  from  the  North  or  South,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Every  important  event,  from  the 
first  unfurling  of  the  rebel  flag  at  Charleston,  is  re- 
corded, with  the  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
ed from  the  press.  Most  of  the  poetry  which  the 
conflict  has  inspired  is  published." — Albany  Evening 
Jounud. 

"  Its  contents  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  from  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
counts, so  as  fairly  to  exhibit  all  views  of  the  ques- 
tion."—PAi/orfe^pAta  Press. 

**  It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narrations 
and  expressions  of  opinion,  taken  chiefly  from  the  daily 
newspapers  of  all  parts  of  the  Union." — Washington 
Globe. 

**  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  has  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
side,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  cases 
giving  his  authority." — Providence  Press. 

**  It  ia  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  permanent 
interest.  Communicating  statements  from  both  sides 
on  all  the  qneetiops  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time,  while  to  the 
ftitiire  historian  It  will  prove  invaluable."-*  G'e/^ytfrur^A 
(Pa.)  Bvang.  Review, 

**  It  ia  as  remarkable  for  the  industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  Hi  perfect  impartiality.**— £<Hii»^ 
ville  JoumaL 
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<»  We  commend  the  work  to  the  public  as  one  of  hivaluable  interest,  especially  to  ^loae  an  eiib*^: 
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oorth  Indiana  cavalry,  the  enemy  were  kept 
xnipied  till  the  arrival  of  the  balance  of  the 
rigade.     Having  thoroughly  reconnoitred  the 

)imd,  detachments  of  the  First  Wiscon&uv, 
icond  Indiana,  and  Seventh  Kentucky  cavalry 
BBh>mited  and  prepared  to  assault  Fort  Tyler, 
iveriQg  ihe  bridge.  Colonel  La  Grange  de- 
it  as  a  remarkably  strong  bastioned 
rthvork,  thirty-five  yards  square,  surrounded 

t  ditch  twelve  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  deep, 
boated  on  a  commanding  eminence,  protected 
r  an  imperfect  abattis,  and  mounting  two  thir- 
-two  pounder  and  two  field  guns. 
At  half-past  one  p.  m.  the  charge  was  sounded, 
d  the  brave  detachments  on  the  three  sides 

the  work  rushed  forward  to  the  assault,  drove 
i  rebel  skirmishers  into  the  fort,  and  foUowed, 
der  a  witherhig  fire  of  musketry  and  grape, 
&e  ed|6  of  the  ditch.  This  was  found  im- 
ssable,  imt,  without  falling  back.  Colonel 
i  Orange  posted  sharpshooters  to  keep  down 
IB  enemy,  and  organised  parties  to  gather  mar 
riab  for  bridges.  As  soon  as  this  had  been 
me,  he  sounded  the  charge  again.  The  de- 
liuDents  sprang  forward  again,  laid  the  bridges, 
id  msked  forward,  over  the  parapet  into  the 
Drk,  capturing  the  entire  garrison,  in  all  two 
Indred  and  sixty-five  men.  General  Tyler,  the 
mmanding  officer,  with  eighteen  men  and  offi- 
r«,  were  killed,  and  twenty-eight  severely 
Donded.  Three  g^uns  and  five  hundred  stands 
small  arms  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  loss 
B  seven  killed  and  twenty-nine  wounded, 
nnltaneously  with  the  advance  upon  the  fort, 
)  Fourth  Indiana  dashed  throneh  the  town, 
^ored  both  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee, 
ottered  a  superior  force  of  cavalry,  which 
d  just  arrived,  and  burned  five  engines  and 
iins.  Colonel  La  Grange  highly  commends 
!  accuracy  and  steadiness  of  Captain  Beck  in 
r  Qse  of  his  artillery. 

[  cannot  speak  too  warmly  of  the  intrepidity, 
bd  management,  and  soldierly  ability  dis- 
lyed  by  Colonel  La  Grange  in  this  affair,  nor 
>  strongly  reconmiend  the  steadiness,  dash, 
1  courage  of  his  officers  and  men.  Captain 
«s  8.  Hm,  commanding  the  Second  Indiana, 
Dgerously  wounded  in  the  assault,  and  pre- 
wdy  wounded  at  Scottsboro,  and  Lieutenant- 
bird  Haranden,  conmianding  tiie  First  Wis- 
slightly  wounded,  were  noticeably 
icuous,  and  I  trust  will  receive  the  pro- 
»tiofn  for  which  they  have  been  recommended. 
Colonel  La  Grange  destroyed  at  this  place 
bridges,  nineteen  locomotives,  and  two 
ndred  and  forty-five  cars  loaded  with  quarter- 
tier,  conunissary,  and  ordnance  stores.    6e- 

i  kiaving  he  established  a  hospital  for  the 
»«iidod  of  both  sides,  and  left  with  the  Mayor 

ample  supply  of  stores  to  provide  for  all 
^ir  wants, 
xarly  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  he 
turned  his  march  toward  Macon,  passine 
wijh  La  Grange,  Griffin,  and  Forsyth,  and 
ttkmg  Uie  railroads  at  those  places.  He 
►old  have  reached  his  destination  by  noon  of 
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the  twentieth  but  for  delay  caused  by  an  order 
to  wait  for  the  Fourth  Kentucky  cav«Jry,  which 
had  gone  through  Columbus. 

The  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  I  directed 
Colonel  Minty  to  resume  the  march  with  his 
division  on  the  Thomaston  road  toward  Macon, 
and  to  send  a  detachment  forward  that  night 
to  seize  the  double  bridges  over  I^nt  river. 
Captain  Van  Antwerp  of  my  staff,  accompanied 
this  party.  He  speaks  in  tiie  highest  terras  of 
the  dash  with  which  Captain  Hudson,  Fourth 
Michigan  cavalry,  discharged  the  duties  as- 
signed to  him.  By  seven  ▲.  m.  the  next  dav  he 
had  reached  the  bridges  fifty-five  miles  nrom 
Columbus,  scattered  the  party  defending  them, 
and  took  forty  prisoners. 

Before  leaving  Columbus  General  Winslow 
destroyed  the  rebel  ram  Jackson,  neariy  ready 
for  sea.  mounting  six  seven-inch  guns,  burned 
fifteen  locomotives,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cars, 
the  railroad  bridge  and"  foot  bridges,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  bales  of  cotion,  four 
cotton  factories,  the  navy-yard,  foundry,  armory, 
sword  and  pistol  factory,  accoutrement  shops, 
three  paper  mills,  over  a  hundred  ^ousand 
rounds  01  artillery  ammunition,  besides  immense 
stores  of  which  no  aocount  could  be  taken. 
The  rebels  abandoned  and  burned  the  sunboat 
Chattahoochee  twelve  miles  below  Columbus. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  whole 
command  resumed  the  march  on  the  route  pur- 
sued by  the  Second  division.  On  the  evening 
of  the  twentieth,  when  within  twenty  miles  of 
Macon,  the  advanced  guard,  composed  of  the 
Seventeenth  Indiana  mounted  infantry.  Colonel 
White  commanding,  encountered  about  two 
hundred  rebel  cavalry  on  the  road,  but  drove 
them  rapidly  back  toward  the  city,  and  saved 
the  Echconnee  and  Tobesopkee  bridges.  Colonel 
AVhite  deserves  great  credit  for  the  boldness 
and  skill  with  which  he  conducted  his  com- 
mand. 

When  within  thirteen  miles  of  Macon  he  met 
a  fiag  of  truce  in  charge  of  Brigadier-General 
Robertson  of  the  rebel  army,  bearing  a  written 
communication  addressed  to  the  commanding 
officer  United  States  forces.  Colonel  White 
halted  the  flag  and  his  advance,  and  sent  the 
communication  to  Colonel  Minty  commanding 
the  division.  After  reading  it.  Colonel  Minty 
forwarded  it  to  me,  gave  instructions  to  Colonel 
White  to  renew  his  advance,  after  waiting  five 
minutes  for  the  flag  of  truce  to  get  out  of  the 
way,  and  sent  a  note  to  General  Robertson  in- 
forming him  of  his  action.  I  received  the  com- 
munication at  six  p.  M.  nineteen  miles  from 
Macon,  and  upon  examination  found  that  it  was 
a  letter  from  General  Howell  Cobb,  commanding 
the  rebel  forces  at  Macon. 

The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original : 


Hkaoqua 


I  DsPABnoon  Tmsvmma  asd  Giobou,  \ 
Maoom,  April  20, 1866.     j 


To  the  commanding  OenercU  qf  the  United  Stateg 

forces: 

General — ^I  have  just  received  from  General 
P.  T.  Beauregard,  my  immediate  commander, 
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a  telegraphic  despatch,  of  whibh  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

Obbotdobo,  AprU  19, 1865. 
Via  CoLUKBU,  19;  via  Auoobca,  20. 

Major-Gfeneral H,  Cobb: 

Inform  General  commanding  enemy's  forces 
in  your  front  that  a  truce  for  the  purpose  of  a 
final  settlement  was  agreed  upon  yesterday  be- 
tween Generals  Johnston  and  Sherman  applicable 
to  all  forces  under  their  command.  A  message 
to  that  effect  from  General  Sherman  will  be  sent 
him  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  contending 
forces  are  to  occupy  their  present  position, 
forty-«ieht  hours'  notice  being  given  on  the 
event  of  resumption  of  hostilities. 

P.  T.  Beaubeoabd, 
General,  aeoond  In  Oommand 

My  force  being  a  portion  of  General  John- 
ston s  command,  1  proceed  at  once  to  execute 
the  terms  of  the  armistice,  and  have  accordingly 
issued  orders  for  the  carrying  out  the  same.  I 
will  meet  you  at  any  intermediate  point  between 
our  respective  lines  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  tor  a  more  perfect 
enforcement  of  the  armistice.  This  communi- 
cation will  be  handed  to  yon  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral F.  N.  Robinson. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully  yours, 
Howell  Cobb, 
Mi^r-CIeneral  Commandixig,  ko. 

Without  giving  entire  credence  to  the  com- 
munication, I  rode  rapidly  to  the  front,  accom- 
panied by  several  officers  of  mv  staff,  determined 
to  halt  the  advance  at  the  defences  of  the  city, 
and  see  General  Cobb,  so  as  to  satisfy  myself 
entirely  in  regard  to  every  point  before  con- 
senting to  acknowledge  the  armistice.  But 
before  I  could  overtake  the  advance,  or  arrest 
it  through  an  order  carried  by  a  staff-officer. 
Colonel  White  had  dashed  into  the  city  and 
received  its  surrender.  The  garrison  made  a 
slight  show  of  resistance,  but  laid  down  their 
arms  promptly  at  the  summons  of  Colonel 
White.  Greneral  Cobb  protested  at  what  he 
professed  to  regard  a  violation  of  the  alleged 
armistice,  forgetting  that  my  subordinates  could 
neither  acknowledge  him  as  a  channel  of  com- 
munication nor  assume  the  responsibility  of 
suspending  their  operations. 

I  arrived  at  Macon  at  half-past  eight  p.  m., 
had  an  interview  with  General  Cobb,  during 
which  he  renewed  his  protest,  insisting  that  I 
should  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  armis- 
tice and  withdraw  my  troops  to  the  point  at 
which  they  were  met  by  the  nag  of  fruce.  While 
I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  an  arrangement 
had  been  entered  into  by  General  Johnston  and 
Major-General  Sherman  in  the  terms  asserted, 
I  could  not  acknowledge  its  application  to  my 
command,  or  its  obligation  upon  me  till  notified 
to  that  effect  by  specific  instructions  from 
proper  authority,  authentically  transmitted.  My 
forces,  although  known  as  the  "  cavahry  corps 
of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi," 
organized  under-  General  Sherman's  orders,  had 


not  served  under  his  direct  command  since  I 
separated  from  him  at  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1864.  He  at  that  time  directed  Bie  to 
report  to  Major-General  Thomas,  with  my  troops, 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  orjganizatioii 
and  assisting  in  the  operations  against  Hood 
and  Forrest  From  that  time  till  my  arrival  \t 
&is  place  all  of  my  operations  were  ocmdncted 
under  instructions  either  directiy  from  General 
Thomas  or  transmitted  through  him  frtim  Lieo- 
tenant^nerai  Grant  But  I  fully  expected  to 
join  the  armies  operating  in  the  Carolinas  and 
Virginia,  and  therefore  to  be  nnder  and  receive 
my  instructions  from  General  Sherman  whenever 
I  should  re-establish  communication  with  bim. 
I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duly  to  obev  what- 
ever instructions  General  Sherman  might  send 
me,  unless  they  would  clearly  injure  the  caose 
of  our  arms.  jA 

No  orders  having  yet  been  received  by  me,  I 
accordingly  informed   General  Cobb,  withoot 

auestioning  the  existence  of  an  armistice,  or 
lat  it  mi^t  be  applicable  to  my  forces,  I  ooold 
not  acknowledge  toe  justice  of  his  protest,  hot 
must  regard^all  the  acts  of  my  command  whidi 
had  transpired  that  evening,  or  which  might 
transpire  oefore  the  official  propagation  of  the 
armistice,  legitimate  acts  of  waiiare.  I  fiirtber 
informed  him,  without  anv  regard  to  the  princi- 
ple just  asserted,  that  I  had  used  all  Wgence 
in  endeavoring  to  halt  the  advance  of  my  troope 
till  I  could  obtain  satisfactory  information,  and 
should  therefore  not  withdraw  from  the  dtj, 
but  continue  to  hold  it  and  consider  tiie  garri- 
son, induding  the  generals,  prisoners  of  war 
till  my  conduct  was  disapproved  by  competent 
authority  after  full  investigation  of  the  case.  I 
was  permitted  to  send  to  General  Sherman,  by 
telegraph,  a  despatch  in  the  following  terms ; 

} 

Mc^'ar-Generai  W.  T.  Sherman,  through  Head- 
quarters General  Beauregard,  Qreenibaro^  N.  C : 
My  advance  received  tiie  surrender  of  thb 
city  this  evening.  General  Cobb  had  previously 
sent  me  under  flag  of  truce  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
from  General  Beanregard,  dedaring  the  ex- 
istence of  an  armistice  between  all  the  troops 
under  your  command  and  those  nnder  General 
Johnston,  without  questioning  the  autheatidty 
of  this  despatch  or  its  application  to  my  com- 
mand, I  could  not  communicate  orders  to  my 
advance  in  time  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the 
place.  I  shall  therefore  hold  its  garrison,  in- 
cluding Major-Generalfl  G.  W.  Smith  and  Cobb, 
and  Brigadier-General  Mackoll,  prisoners  of  war. 
Please  send  me  orders.  I  shall  remain  here  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  to  hear  frxHn  you. 

Fearing  that  it  might  be  tampered  with  by 
the  rebel  telegraph  operators,  I  had  it  put  in 
cipher,  in  which  shape  I  have  reason  to  believe 
it  reached  its  destination.  The  original  wai 
materially  changed.  I  have  seen  in  the  newv- 
papers  what  purported  to  be  the  reply  of  Gen- 
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eral  Sherman,  directing  me  to  withdraw  from 
the  city  and  release  my  prisoners.  No  such  de- 
gpatdi  ever  reached  me,  and  had  it  done  so  in 
the  most  unqnestionable  form  I  shonld  have 
obeyed  it  with  great  reinctance,  and  not  nntil  I 
bad  received  every  possible  assurance  that  the 
case  had  been  folly  nnderstood. 

At  six  p.  M.  on  me  twen^-first,  I  received  the 
following  message  from  General  Sherman,  and 
though  not  in  reply  to  mine,  I  r^arded  it  as 
convmoing  proof  that  an  armistice  had  actually 
been  agreed  upon : 


HUDQUA 


tsav  Obhrrbobo,  N.  C.) 
April  21, 1806-2  r.ic.     / 


MqjcT'Oenerdl  Wilson^  Commanding  Ocmcdry, 
Army  United  States,  through  Mmor-Ghneral 
EOM: 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  communication 

jwt  received,  which  will  be  sent  you  to-day  by 

an  officer: 

BmAsqauaBa  Ubjoaxt  Dirmoir,  ibmmmA 
RAunm,  AprU  20, 1865.    / 

Mmor-Oenerai  Wilson,   Commanding  Cavalry, 

United  States  Army,  in  Georgia  : 

i&eneral  Joseph  K  Johnston  has  agreed  with 
me  for  a  umversal  suspension  of  hostilities, 
lookiug  to  a  peace  over  the  whole  surface  of 
oor  country.  1  feel  assured  that  it  wiU  be  made 
perfect  in  a  few  days.  You  will,  therefore, 
oesiat  from  further  acts  of  war  and  devastation 
until  you  hear  that  hostilities  are  resumed. 
For  the  convenience  of  supplying  your  com- 
mand yon  may  either  contract  for  supplies 
down  about  Fort  Yalley  or  the  old  Chattahoo- 
chee arsenal,  or  if  you  are  south  of  West  Point, 
Georgia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rome  and 
Kingston,  ox>ening  up  communication  and  a 
route  of  supplies  with  Chattanoo^  and  Cleve- 
land. R^ort  to  me  your  position  through 
General  Johnston,  as  also  round  by  sea.  You 
may  also  advise  General  Canby  of  your  position 
and  the  substance  of  this,  which  I  have  also 
Bent  round  by  sea.    • 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

]fi^-0«neral  Commanding. 

Please  communicate  above  to  the  Federal 
oommander. 

J.  E.  JoHNsroK. 

I  therefore  issued  the  necessary  orders  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  and  determined  to  suspend 
operations  till  I  received  orders  to  renew  them, 
or  tiU  circumstances  apparent  to  me  shoula 
aeem  to  justify  independent  action.  General 
Cobb  gave  me  every  assistance  in  his  power  in 
&e  collection  of  supplies  for  my  command. 
He  directed  his  quartermasters  and  commissa- 
ries Aroi^hout  the  State,  particularly  in  South- 
western Georgia,  to  ship  their  grain  and  pro- 
vinons  to  me,  and  this  before  any  terms  of 
capitolation  had  been  made  known  to  him  or 
myselt  I  had  about  seventeen  thousand  men, 
bendes  prisoners,  and  twenty-two  thousand 
'  i  to  feed,  and  to  have  been  compelled  to 


forage  for  them  would  have  resulted  in  the 
devastation  of  the  entire  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  April  General  Croxton, 
with  his  brigade,  last  heard  of  through  General 
Forrest,  arrived  at  Forsyth,  and  the  next  day 
marched  to  this  place. 

After  having  skirmished  with  Jackson's 
force,  estimated  correctly  at  two  thousand  six 
hundred  men,  near  Trion,  on  the  morning  of 
April  second,  he  determined  to  efifect  by 
strategy  what  he  could  not  expect  to  do  by 
fighting,  having  with  him  only  one  thousand 
one  hundred  men ;  he,  therefore,  marched 
rapidfy  toward  Johnson's  ferry,  on  the  Black 
\Varrior  river,  forty  miles  above  Tuscaloosa, 
threw  Jackson  completely  off  his  gpiard  by  a 
simulated  fight,  crossed  his  brigade  to  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  turned  toward  Northport, 
where  he  arrived  at  nine  p.  m.  April  fourth. 
About  midnight  fearing  that  his  presence  must 
become  known,  ne  surprised  the  rorce  stationed 
on  the  bridge,  and  crossed  into  Tuscaloosa. 
He  captured  three  guns,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners,  and  after  daylight  scattered  the 
Militia  and  State  Cadets,  destroyed  the  military 
school,  the  stores,  and  public  works.  He  re- 
mained at  that  place  until  the  fifth,  trying  to 
communicate  with  General  McCook,  or  to  hear 
from  me,  but  without  success.  Knowing  that^ 
Jackson  and  Chalmers  were  both  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Cahawba,  he  thought  it  too  hazard- 
ous to  attempt  a  march  by  the  way  of  Centre- 
ville,  and  therefore  decided  to  move  toward 
Eutaw  in  the  hope  of  crossing  the  Warrior 
lower  down,  and  breaking  the  raifroad  between 
Selma  and  Demopolis.  Accordingly  he  aban- 
doned Tuscaloosa,  burned  the  bridge  across  the 
Black  Warrior,  and  struck  off  to  the  south-east. 
When  within  seven  miles  of  Eutaw  he  heard 
of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  Wirt  Adams* 
division  of  cavaLry,  numbering  two  thousand 
six  hundred  men.  Fearing  to  risk  an  engage- 
ment with  a  superior  force,  backed  by  the  militia, 
he  countermarched,  and  moved  again  in  the 
direction  of  Tuscaloosa,  leaving  it  to  the  right, 
passed  on  through  Jasper,  recrossed  the  west 
fork  of  the  Warrior  river  at  Hailby's  mill,  march- 
ed nearly  due  east,  by  the  way  of  Mount  Pen- 
son  and  Trussville,  crossed  the  Coosa  at  Truss 
and  Collins'  ferries,  and  marched  to  Talladega. 
Near  this  place  he  met  and  scattered  a  force  of 
rebels  under  General  Hill,  captured  one  hundred 
and  fifty  prisoners  and  one  gun,  and  moved  on 
toward  blue  mountain,  the  terminus  of  the 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  railroad.  After  de- 
stroying all  the  iron  works  and  factories  left  by 
us  in  Northern  Alabama  and  Georgia,  he  con- 
tinued his  march  by  Carrolton,  Newnan,  and 
Forsyth,  to  this  place.  He  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  movements  except  what  he  got  from 
rumor,  but  fully  expected  to  form  a  junction 
with  me  at  this  place  or  at  Augusta. 

The  admirable  judgment  and  sagacity  dis- 
played by  General  Croxton  throughout  his 
march  of  over  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
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thirty  days,  as  well  as  the  good  conduct  and  en- 
durance of  bis  command,  are  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation.  For  the  details  of  his 
operations  I  respectfully  refer  to  his  report  here- 
with. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  April  I  received  notice. of 
the  final  capitulation  of  the  rebel  forces  east  of 
the  Chattahoochee,  and  the  next  day,  by  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Woodall,  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  annulling  the  first  armistice, 
directing  the  resumption  of  hostilities  and  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  chiefs.  I  had  been  previ- 
ously advised  of  Davis'  movements,  and  had 
given  the  necessary  instructions  to  secure  a 
clue  to  the  route  he  intended  foUowing,  with 
the  hope  of  finaUy  effecting  his  capture. 

I  directed  General  Upton  to  proceed  in  per- 
son to  Augusta,  and  ordered  General  Winsiow, 
with  the  Fourtii  division,  to  march  to  Atlanta 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  terms  of  the 
convention,  as  well  as  to  make  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  his  forces,  covering  the  country  north- 
ward from  Forsyth  to  Marietta,  so  as  to  secure 
tlie  arrest  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  party.  1  di- 
rected General  Croxton,  commanding  tiie  First 
division,  to  distribute  it  along  the  line  of  the 
Ocmulgee,  connecting  with  the  Fourth  division, 
and  extending  southward  to  this  place.  Colonel 
Minty,  commanding  the  Second  division,  was 
directed  to  extend  his  troops  dong  the  line  of 
the  Ocmulgee  and  Altamaha  rivers  as  far  as  Jack- 
sonville. General  McCook,  with  about  five 
hundred  men  of  his  division,  i^as  sent  to  Talla- 
hassee, Florida,  with  orders  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  the  rebels  in  that  State,  and  to  watch 
the  country  to  the  north  and  eastward.  In 
addition  to  this,  troops  from  the  First  and 
Second  divisions  were  directed  to  watch  the 
Flint  river  crossings,  and  small  parties  were 
stationed  at  the  principal  railroad  stations  from 
Atlanta  to  Eufaula,  as  well  as  at  Columbus  and 
West  Point  and  Talladega.  By  these  means  I 
confidently  expected  to  arrest  all  large  parties 
of  fugitives  and  soldiers,  and  by  a  thorough 
system  of  scouts  hoped  to  obtain  timely  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  of  important  person- 
ages. 

The  pursuit  and  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis 
have  already  been  reported. 

A.  H.  Stephens,  vice-president.  Mr.  Mallory, 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  rebel  Government, 
and  B.  H.  Hill,  senator  from  Georgia,  were 
arrested  by  General  Upton's  command,  and  sent 
forward  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  herewith,  it  will 
be  seen  that  since  leaving  the  Tennessee  river, 
the  troops  under  my  command  have  marchea 
an  average  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles  in  twenty-eight  days,  captured  five  forti- 
fied cities,  twenty-three  stanos  of  colors,  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoners,  including  five  generals ;  have  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  two  gunboats,  ninety-nine 
thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  seven  iron-works, 


seven  foundries,  seven  machine-ahops,  two 
rolling-mills,  five  collieries,  thirteen  h^an», 
four  nitre  works,  one  military  university,  thi«e 
Confederate  States  arsenals  and  contente,  one 
navy-yard  and  contents,  one  powder  magMane 
and  contents,  one  naval  armory  and  conteotB, 
five  steamboats,  thirty-five  locomotives,  fire 
hundred  and  sixty-five  cars,  three  railroid 
bridges,  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoosaoi 
bales  of  cotton,  and  immense  quantities  of 
quartermaster  and  commissary  and  ordoance 
stores,  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken; 
and  have  paroled  fiHy^iine  thousand  ei^t 
hundred  ancl  seventy-eight  prisoners,  including 
six  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  com- 
missioned officers.  Our  total  loss  was  thirteen 
officers  and  eighty-six  men  killed,  thirty-nind 
officers  and  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  m^n 
wounded,  and  seven  officers  and  twenty-one 
men  missing.  I  cannot  close  this  report  with- 
out calling  attention  to  the  remarkaole  disci- 
pline, enaurance,  and  enthusiasm  dispbyed 
throughout  the  campaign.  Men,  officers,  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  divisions,  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  promptitude  and  cheer- 
fulness with  which  they  obeyed  every  order. 
The  march  from  Montgomery  to  this  pboe,a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles,  wu 
made  between  the  fourteenth  and  twentieth  of 
April,  and  involving  the  passage  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee river  at  two  important  points,  both 
strongly  fortified  and  weU  defended,  is  espe- 
cially worthy  of  notice. 

The  destruction  of  iron-works,  foundries, 
arsenals,  supplies,  ammunition,  and  provisions 
in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  as  well  as  tiie  means 
of  transporting  the  same,  to  both  tiie  annieA 
under  Taylor  and  Johnson,  was  an  irreparable 
blow  to  the  rebel  cause.  The  railways  con- 
verging at  Atlanta,  and  partionlarlv  tiiose  hy 
which  the  immense  supplies  of  gram  and  meat 
were  drawn  from  South- Western  Georgia  ani 
central  Alabama,  were  firmly  under  our  control 
The  final  collapse  of  the  entire  Southern  Con- 
federacy east  of  the  Mississippi  became  amply 
a  question  of  time.  Fully  appreciating  the 
damage  already  done,  I  had'  determined  to  make 
a  thorough  destruction,  not  only  of  them,  bnt 
of  everything  else  beneficial  to  the  rebels  whick 
might  be  encountered  on  the  march  to  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  my  corps  began 
the  march  from  the  Tennessee  river  with  some- 
thing more  than  twelve  thousand  mounted  men, 
and  one  thousand  five  hundred  dismounted. 
When  it  arrived  here  every  man  was  well 
mounted,  and  the  command  supplied  with  all 
the  surplus  animals  that  could  be  desired.  I 
have  sdready  called  attention  in  a  previou 
communication  to  the  great  merit  of  Brevet 
Major-General  Upton  and  Brigadier-General 
Long,  commanding  divisions,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Croxton,  Brevet  Brigadier-GeneraJfi 
Winsiow  and  Alexander,  and  Colonels  Misty, 
Miller,  and  La  Grange,  commanding  brigades. 
I  have  seen  these  officers  tested  in  everj  coo- 
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ceiYabk  way,  and  regard  them  worthy  of  the 
highest  honor  their  country  can  bestow. 

For  many  interesting  details  and  special  men- 
tion of  subordinate  officers,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  reports  herewith  submitted.  The  accom- 
panjring  maps  and  plans  were  prepared  imder 
the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Heywood  of  my 
staff,  and  will  materially  assist  in  understanding 
the  foregoing  narrative  of  the  campaign. 

lam,  General,  very  respectfully, your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  Hajor-Genenl. 

(H*EKATIOKS  (^  THE  FIRST  DIVISION. 

HBADQUABTBRfi  FiBSt  Divssioir  Catalrt  Gobfb,) 

Mhhart  DmsKur  of  ibb  Mmpwbikw,        W 

lUoosr,  Oi.,  Jtine  2, 1866.  j 

Major — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  division 
since  March  twenty-second,  1865,  when  it  broke 
camp  at  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  and  marched  via 
Bnzzard  Roost,  Russeville,  and  Jasper  to  Elv- 
toD,  which  point  was  reached  on  the  thirtieth, 
after  a  marcn  of  nine  days  over  the  worst  roads 
I  ever  saw,  and  with  but  little  forage.  At  this 
place,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Brevet 
Major-Creneral  commanding,  the  corps — my  First 
br^ade,  Brigadier-General  Crozton,  command- 
ing— was  detached,  and  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Toficaloosa,  Alabama,  destroy  all  public  prop- 
erty diere,  and  rejoin  the  command  in  the 
vicinity  of  Selma  as  soon  as  practicable.  At  the 
same  time  orders  were  sent  to  Captain  Eines- 
cott,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  to  move  his  train  as  rapifiy 
as  possible  to  £3yton,  and  report  to  Captain 
Brown,  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  corps,  with 
the  Second  brigade  and  Eighteenth  Indiana 
battery.  I  marched  tna  Cahaw  ba  railroad  bridge 
and  Montevallo,  reaching  Randolph  April  first, 
where  information  was  received  that  General 
Croxton  was  confronted  by  a  superior  force 
under  General  Jackson,  near  Trion.  I  was 
ordered  to  march  rapidly  via  Centreville  and 
ScottBviUe,  with  La  Grange's  brigade,  and  form 
a  junction,  if  possible,  with  Croxton.  One 
battalion  was  sent  in  advance  to  secure  the 
bridge  over  Cahawba  river  at  Centreville,  and 
the  command  pushed  rapidly  forward,  reaching 
ScottsviUe  at  five  p.  m.  Here  information  was 
received  that  Jackson's  command  of  three  thou- 
sand five  himdred  to  four  thousand  men  was 
between  me  and  Croxton's  commsmd,  and  cour- 
iers were  at  once  despatched  to  communicate 
with  him,  but  without  success. 

At  daylight  on  the  second  instant  two  regi- 
ments were  ordered  out  on  the  Trion  road  to 
feel  the  enemy,  and  found  them  occupying  a 
strong  position  and  prepared  for  battle.  A  short 
^d  severe  skirmish  ensued,  when  my  forces 
were  withdrawn.  In  the  mean  time  I  learned 
from  prisoners  that  Croxton  had  moved  toward 
Hyton  twenty-fonr  hours  before.  I  could  hope 
to  accomplish  nothing  by  making  a  serious  at- 
tack cfu  a  force  three  times  my  numbers,  unless 


it  was  rendered!  absolutely  necessary  in  order 
to  prevent  a  junction  between  Jackson  and  the 
rest  of  Forrest's  command,  consequently  I  drew 
back  slowly  toward  the  Cahawba,  hoping  tiie 
enemy  would  follow.  They  did  so  in  fuU  force, 
and  when  the  head  of  their  colunm  reached  the 
river  I  burned  the  bridge,  destroying  the  only 
means  of  crossing,  thus  cutting  off  the  larger 
part  of  Forrest's  command  from  joining  their 
leader.  I  destroyed  all  boats  up  and  down  the 
river,  and  as  this  was  the  only  bridge  on  the 
stream,  Jackson  was  never  able  to  cross  any 
portion  of  his  conmiand  in  time  to  interfere 
with  the  operations  of  the  main  body  of  General 
Wilson's  corps,  then  moving  against  Selma. 
The  Second  brigade  of  my  command  arrived  at 
Selma  on  the  sixth,  and  crossed  the  Alabama 
river  at  ten  i^  u.  April  ninth,  and  on  the  twelfth 
reached  Montgomery,  skirmished  all  the  way, 
and  meeting  very  decided  resistance  at  several 
points. 

Montgomery  was  surrendered,  and  all  public 
property  destroyed  ;  the  amount  will  be  found 
included  in  a  summary  at  the  close  of  my  report. 
The  rebels  had  burned  about  ninety  thousand 
bales  of  cotton  tiie  night  before  my  command 
entered  the  city.  On  the  sixteenth  Colonel  La 
Grange,  with  his  brigade,  appeared  before  West 
Point,  and  carried  that  strong  position  by  as- 
sault ;  it  was  desperately  defended  and  gallantly 
won.  The  results  of  Uiis  capture  were  most 
important,  seciu-ing'to  us  the  crossing  of  the 
Chattahoochie,  and  placing  in  our  hands  all  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  Montgomery  and  West  Point 
railroad. 

We  marched  into  Macon  on  the  twentieth, 
and  on  the  twenty-ninth  Croxton's  lost  brigade 
made  its  appearance,  after  having  made  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  marches  on  record. 

The  route  taken  by  Croxton's  brigade,  after 
leaving  Myton,  Alabama,  March  thurtietii,  en- 
camped same  night  eight  miles  south  of  Elyton, 
marched  next  &y  to  Trion,  and  returned  t«n 
miles  on  Elyton  road,  thence  to  Johnson's  Ferry, 
forty  miles  above  Tuscaloosa.  April  liiird. 
moved  to  Northport,  and  on  the  fifth  marched 
twenty-five  miles  on  Columbus  road  to  King's 
store;  sixth,  moved  on  Pleasant  Ridge  road 
twelve  miles  to  Lanier's  mill,  from  l£ere  re- 
turned to  Northport,  and  remained  nntil  the 
eleventh  instant.  On  the  eleventh  marched  to 
Windham  Springs;  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
marched  around  h^  of  Wolf  Creek;  four- 
teenth to  Comack's  mills,  on  Blackwater, 
thence  to  Sipsey  Fork,  oflf  Black  Warrior,  and 
crossed  during  sixteenth.  On  the  seventeenth 
marched  via  Arkadelphia  to  Mulberry  Fork.  • 
o-ossing  at  Hanley's  mills ;  eighteenth,  marched 
to  and  crossed  Little  Warrior,  at  Mentors  Ferry  ; 
nineteenth,  moved  to  Mount  Pinson,  fourteen 
miles  nortn  of  Elyton;  twentieth,  moved  via 
TrussviUe  and  Cedar  Grove,  and  arrived  at 
Talladega  on  the  twenty-second.  On  the  twenty- 
third  moved  to  Munford's  Station ;  twenty-fourtb 
marched  via  Oxford  and  Davistown  to  Blue 
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Hidge,  on  tihe  Tallapoosa,  from  thence,  on  the 
twenty-fifth,  via  Arbacornee  and  Bowdoin  to 
Carrolton,  Georgia;  twenty-sixth,  marched  to 
and  crossed  the  Chattahoochee ;  twenty-seventh, 
via  Newman  to  Flat  Shoals,  on  Flint  river; 
twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth,  via  Bamesville 
and  Forsyth  to  Macon.  Georgia. 

During  this  march  he  skirmished  with  Jack- 
son at  Trion,  whose  force  he  estimated  at  five 
thousand;  also  with  Wirt  Adams,  between 
Romulus  and  Northport,  who  had  about  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  men.  At  Munfords 
Station,  General  Hill's  brigade,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  was  encountered,  his  force  scattered, 
and  artillery  captured. 

In  conclusion,  I  submit  the  following  sum- 
mary statement  of  arms,  prisoners  (including 
those  surrendered  in  Flonda),  and  stores  cap- 
tured ;  also  the  number  of  factories,  foundries, 
and  otiier  public  works  and  property  destroyed 
by  my  division  during  this  campaign : 

Commanding  officers  captured,  158 ;  enlisted 
men  captured,  7,044 ;  small  arms  captured,  27,- 
300;  artillery  pieces  captured,  64;  factories 
destroyed,  9;  foundries  destroyed,  3;  nitre 
works  destroyed,  3 ;  machine-shops  destroyed, 
2 ;  rolling-mills  destroyed,  2 ;  iron-works  de- 
stroyed, 5 ;  steamboats  aestroyed,3 ;  locomotives 
desti'oyed  20;  cars  destroyed,  470;  railroad 
bridges  destroyed,  3 ;  covered  bridges  destroy- 
ed, 2  ;  military  university  destroyed,  1 ;  Con- 
federate bonds,  money,  eta,  destroyed,  82,785,- 
263.26 ;  Specie,  S206.13. 

This  does  not  include  the  quartermasters, 
commissaries,  and  ordinance  stores  surrendered 
to  me  in  Florida  and  South- Western  Georgia.  I 
have  submitted  a  separate  and  detailed  report 
relative  to  them. 

The  casualties  of  my  division  were :  Officers 
killed,  6 ;  officers  wounded,  5  ;  officers  missing, 
5 ;  enlisted  men  killed,  27  ;  enlisted  men  wound- 
ed, 84 ;  enlisted  men  missing,  135.    Total,  262. 

Among  the  kiUed  I  have  to  lament  the  loss 
of  Captain  €k)ulding  and  Lieutenant  Miller  of 
my  staff.  They  died  bravely  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty.  I  had  prepared  a  map  of  the 
roads  over  which  the  First  division  marched, 
but  unfortunately  it  was  lost  with  Captain 
Gonlding,  my  inspector. 

The  brigades  of  this  division  marched,  I  be- 
lieve, some  three  hundred  or  four  hundred 
miles  further  than  the  rest  of  the  corps,  and 
came  into  Macon  in  good  condition. 

No  other  cavalry  expedition  of  the  war  can 
compare  in  magnitude  with  this  one,  marching 
over  almost  impassable  roads,  through  a  country 
so  barren  that  it  offered  no  sustenance  for  man 
or  beast;  far  away  from  support  or  supplies, 
oarrvin^  fortifications  by  assault,  and  fighting 
all  the  nme,  the  soldiers  and  officers  have  shown 
a  patience,  fortitude,  and  courage,  a  cheeriul- 
ness  under  trials,  and  determination  In  over- 
coming all  obstacles,  that  has  been  rarely  equal- 
led and  never  surpassed. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  my  subordinate  com- 


manders, and  refer  the  General  Commanding  tD 
them  for  details. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edwabd  M.  McCook, 
Bzigadier-GflOferalyOoauBaodliif. 
Major  K  B.  Beaumont, 

A.  A.  6.  GaTalry  Oorps,  M.  Dl  M. 

HKADQUlBXni  Tost  DtTBKXK  CaTAUET  OOKft,  1 

MlUXABT  DlTBIOir  OF  THE  MWHtHWI,      1 

MurtAKT  iKHPBCItHt-GKfBKAL'S  OffflOB,  f 

Maokt,  Gx,  June  1st  19«lJ 

Major— I  have  the  honor  to  report  tiiat  in 
accordance  with  orders  received  from  Head- 
quarters Cavalry  Corps,  I,  with  five  staff  officeca, 
the  Second  Indiana  cavalry  and  Seventii  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  numbering  about  five  hundred 
men,  proceeded  from  Macon,  (Georgia,  en  rotife  for 
Tallahassee.  Florida,  on  the  fifth  day  of  May, 
1865,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  ^e  surren- 
der of  troops  in  me  State  of  Florida,  going  by 
rail  to  Albany,  Georg^,  a  distance  of  one  nun- 
dred  miles. 

Here  several  hundred  prisoners  were  paroled 
and  a  large  amount  of  quartermaster,  commis- 
sary, ordinance,  and  navu  stores,  were  received 
from  the  rebel  authorities. 

Marched  from  Albany  on  the  eigh&  instant, 
reaching  Thomasville,  Georgia,  on  the  ninth  m* 
stant  A  raid  had  been  made  on  the  night  pre- 
vious by  citizens  and  soldiers — ^the  raiders  sell- 
ing a  railroad  train  and  taking  off  seveotj 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  besides  large  qnan^ 
ties  of  forage  and  other  stores  from  Thomas- 
ville, the  property  of  the  Rebel  Govermneni 

One  hundred  men,  in  charge  of  Captain  M.  H. 
Creager,  were  sent  by  special  train  in  pursuit 
of  the  raiders.  The  detachment  went  down  to 
Station  No.  10,  on  the  Gulf  railroad,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  recapturing  two  cars  loaded  with 
forage. 

Lieutenant  Scott,  Seventh  Kentucky  Caval^, 
with  fifty  men,  was  left  at  Thomasville,  Georgtt, 
to  parol  the  prisoners  and  receive  all  public 
property.  A  commissioned  officer,  with  twea- 
ty-five  men,  was  also  sent  to  Bainbridge  for  the 
same  purpose. 

The  public  proper^  at  Bainbridge  was  trans- 
ferred to  Thomasville,  by  wagons.  On  the 
tenth  instant  I  reached  Tallahassee,  Flc^da,  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  ten  miles  firom 
Macon,  Georgia — the  command  arriving  on  the 
eleventh  instant.  Major  Bloome,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  "Seventh  Kentucky  cavalry,  was 
ordered  to  Bainbridge,  leaving  me  only  three 
hundred  men  at  Tallanassee,  Florida. 

Colonel  W.  Cooper,  Fourth  Kentad[y  cavalry, 
with  his  command,  reported  to  me  for  dn^.and 
was  ordered  to  remain  at  Thomasville,  wim  in- 
structions to  patrol  the  country  thoroughly  in 
search  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  to  assist  in  col- 
lecting all  public  property  there  and  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  rebel  troops,  with  all  the  public  property 
in  the  District  of  Florida,  were  surrendered  to 
me  by  Major-Geueral  Sam  Jones,  on  the  tenth 
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daj  of  May,  and  the  United  Stated  flag  raised 
over  the  State  Houae,  and  fort  at  St  Mark's. 

The  number  paroled  and  ahready  reported  is 
seven  thousand  two  hundred,  and  will  doubtless 
reach  eight  thousand  when  the  returns  are 
completed.  The  amount  of  properly  received 
from  rebel  authorities  was : 

Ordinance  Stores. —  Artillery,  40  pieces  ; 
stands  small  arms,  2,500  ,*  cavalry  sabres,  450 ; 
bayonets,  1,618 ;  cartridge  boxes,  1,200 ;  waist 
belts,  710;  pounds  of  lead,  63,000;  nitre, 
poonds,  2,000 ;  sets  acoouterments,  2,000 ;  artil- 
leiy  ammunition,  10,000  rounds,  mostly  fixed ; 
unaD  ammunition,  1£1,900  rounds ;  musket  balls 
700  pounds ;  pikes  and  lances,  325 ;  besides  large 
amoimts  of  various  other  ordinance  stores. 

Quarlermasier's  Stores, — Horses,  70;  mules, 
60;  wagons,  40;  ambulances,  4;  also  tools  oi 
various  kinds,  with  a  large  amount  of  station- 
ary, clothing,  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

Commissary  Stores. — ^Bacon,  170,000  pounds ; 
salt, 300  barrels;  sugar,  150  barrels ;  syrup,  100 
barrels;  com, 7,000 bushels;  cattle,  1,200 head ; 
also  small  amounts  of  flour,  ground  peas,  &c 

There  was  a  large  amount  of  hospital  stores 
tamed  over  to  the  medical  ofiScer,  Dr.  Chapman, 
who  was  designated  to  receive  them.  Many  of 
the  horses  and  mules  were  exchanged  for  corn 
and  forage,  and  others  were  loanea  to  citizens, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Federal  authorities. 
A  memorandum  of  all  the  cotton  in  and  about 
Tallahassee,  ThomsonviUe,  and  Albany  was 
taken,  with  names  of  claimants,  where,  when, 
aud  by  whom  stored;  also  the  marks  on  the 
bales.  So  soon  as  a  schedule  can  be  made,  it 
will  be  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the 
War  Department 

People  apparently  honest  in  other  respects, 
seem  to  think  it  entirejiy  legitimate  to  steed  cot- 
ton. As  I  bad  been  ordered  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, I  adopted  this  system  of  making  a  descrip- 
tive schedule  of  the  cotton  in  the  country,  as 
the  only  means  in  my  power  for  protecting  the 
interests  of  the  Government 

In  my  intercourse  with  the  citizens  and  sur- 
rendered soldiers  of  this  Florida  command,  I 
found  only  the  most  entire  spirit  of  submission  to 
mj  authority,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances 
an  apparent  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  present 
order  of  things.  The  citizens  expressed,  and 
apparently  felt  entire  confidence  in  the  magna- 
mmity  of  the  Government  and  its  officers,  and 
seemed  to  feel  that  our  success  had  at  last  re- 
lieved them  from  the  oppression  they  had  so 
loDg  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  rebel  authori- 
ties. 

Unless  the  present  growing  crops  of  this 
country  are  cultivated  to  maturity  the  people 
there,  boUi  black  and  white,  will  suffer  for  food. 

I  had  no  coUision  with  any  of  the  authorities 
except  the  Ecclesiastical  The  pastor  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  his  public  services,  omit- 
ted the  customary  prayer  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
Christianize  him  if  possible,  and  succeeded  in 
convincing  him  of  the  error  of  his  way  by  a 


communication,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose.  He  prayed  for  the  President 
that  afternoon. 

I  will  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  cotton  sched- 
ule as  soon  as  received  from  the  officers  directed 
to  make  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
E.  M.  McCooK, 
Brigadler-Oeneral  Gommandlng.    ' 

Major  K  B.  Beauhont. 

A.  A.  O.  GavoUy  Ck>rp0,  M.  D.  K. 

BBADQIUAXXVW  SKOMD  BRXUDI,  FiBSr  CilVALRT  ]>m9l05,  ) 

lIuiTAKT  Dmnox  op  the  ibasc^mm,        v 
IfAOOM.  Graou,  AprU  25, 1806.  j 

Majob-— I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing trophies  captured  on  the  march  from  Chick- 
asaw to  this  pomt : 

First  The  Palmetto  flag  carried  by  Buford's 
(rebel)  brigade,  captured  by  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky in  a  gallant  charge  against  double  its  num- 
bers near  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  twelve, 
1865. 

Second.  Colors  (blue  silk  with  inscriptions)  of 
Claiiton's  Alabama  brigade,  captured  by  Second 
Indiana,#near  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April 
twelve,  1865. 

Third.  United  States  garrison  flag  (inscribed, 
"Montgomery  True  Blue**)  captured  by  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Seventh  Kentucky,  in  a  skir- 
mish near  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  thir- 
teenth, 1865. 

Fourth.  Two  United  States  flags  (regimental 
colors)  captured  by  enemy  (Tyler*8  brigade),  near 
Etowah  creek,  Georgia,  recaptured  by  Seventh 
Kentucky,  at  Fort  Tyler,  Georgia,  April  six- 
teenth, 1865. 

Fifth.  Kae  of  Dixie  Hangers,  captured  by  de- 
tachment of  Fourth  Indiana  cavalry,  in  skirmish 
near  BumsviUe,  (Georgia,  April  nineteenth,  1865* 

Sixth.  The  garrison  flag  of  Fort  Tyler,  Geor- 
ga,  captured  in  the  assault  upon  Fort  Tyler,  at 
West  Point,  Greorgia,  by  detacnments  from  First 
Wisconsin,  Second  Indiana,  and  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, April  sixteenth,  1865.  The  First  Wis- 
consin was  first  inside  the  fort,  and  lost  twice  as 
many  men  as  both  the  other  detachments;  I 
therefore  respect^y  reauest,  as  an  evidence  of 
appreciation  of  the  conauct  of  the  regiment, 
and  as  a  personal,  favor  to  myself,  that  the  flag 
be  returned  to  the  regiment  commander  with 
permission  to  send  it  to  the  Governor  of  Wis- 
consin, to  be  placed  in  the  State  Capitol,  among 
the  trophies  forwarded  by  other  regiments. 
No  other  trophy  has  ever  been  asked  by  the 
regiment,  and  no  regiment  from  the  State  has 
captured  a  greater  number. 

Other  trophies,  as  arms,  horses,  etc.,  etc.,  cap- 
tured by  the  brigade,  have  (in  accordance  with 
established  usage  in  the  cavalry)  been  appropri- 
ated by  the  captors. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

0.  H.  La  Grangr. 

Cblooel  OoAuaandtaif. 
Major  J.  M.  Baoow, 

A.  A.  A.  a  Firti  OftvAlry  Diriskm,  SL  a  IL 
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{Endorsement  on  Above,) 

HBADQU.ABIBII8  FlB0T  DiTBQS  GATiLBT,  ) 

Maoom,  AprU  27, 1806.         f 

Respectfully  forwarded,  one  flag  not  enumer- 
ated in  this  commanication  is  also  sent  -  It  is 
the  flag  of  the  twenty-eeventh  PennsylV'ania 
infantry,  recaptured  from  the  enemy  near  West 
Point  If  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  request  of  Colonel  La  Grange,  *'  to  have  the 
garrison  flag  of  Fort  Tyler  returned  to  him  in 
order  that  he  may  send  it  to  his  8tate,^*  be 
granted.  K  M.  McCook, 

Brigadier-Genoral  Gommandlng  DiTislon. 

GENERAL  CB0X1!0N*8  REPORT. 

BiADQUijrxBB  FOB  Bbkuos  FOST  Dmgnir,  C  C  U.  D.  U.,  \ 
MAom,  Gbobcha,  Ebj,  1803.  / 

Major — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
twenty-«econd  of  March,  my  command  of  sixty- 
five  omcers,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-four  enlisted  men,  mounted  and 
equipped  for  line  of  battle,  started  from  Chicka- 
saw, Alabama,  on  the  late  campaign.  By  hard 
work  in  procuring  horses  from  other  command- 
ers, and  bv  taking  the  mules  from  my  train,  I  bad 
succeeded  in  increasing  my  efifective  force  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  men,  in  three  days  pre- 
vious. The  first  day's  march  was  a  distance  of 
sixteen  miles,  passing  through  Buzzard  Roost, 
uid  camping  near  Barton's  Station. 

March  twenty-third.  Had  charge  of  the  divi- 
sion train,  and  toiled  with  it  from  daylight  to 
d^k,  using  almost  all  of  the  brigade  to  carry  it 
along.    Made  four  miles. 

March  twenty-fourth.  Marched  through 
Frankfort  to  the  right  of  Russelville,  camping 
two  miles  south,  distance  thirty  miles. 

March  twenty-fifth.  Starting  at  4:30  a.  m., 
marched  to  Haley's  on  the  Buttahatchee,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-nine  miles.  After  this  hard  day's 
march,  dturing  which  we  crossed  Big  Bear  ^reek, 
and  other  troublesome  streams,  went  into  camp 
without  forage. 

March  twenty-sixth.  Marched  to  Kansas, 
twenty-five  miles,  passing  through  Eldridge, 
and  crossing  New  river.  Found  plenty  of 
foraffe  and  quite  a  number  of  loyal  people. 

Meurch  twenty-seventh.  M&rcbed  to  Sander's 
ferry  on  the  Mulberry  Branch  Black  Warrior,  a 
distance  of  twenty-eight  miles,  passing  through 
Jasper. 

'This  was  one  of  the  hardest  da^'s  marches  in 
the  campaign.  The  roads  were  in  terrible  con- 
dition, and  I  was  compelled  to  cut  new  roads, 
corduroy  old  ones,  build  bridges  over  swamps, 
and  use  my  command  to  carry  wagons  and  am- 
bulances along. 

March  twenty-eighth.  Crossed  the  rjver  and 
camped  seven  miles  bevond.     Ford  verv  dan- 

§erous  and  uncertain.    Quite  a  number  ojf  men 
ismounted,  several  horses  and  mules  drowned, 
and  some  few  arms  lost 

March  twenty-ninth.  Crossed  Locust  Fork  of 
the  Black  Warrior   river,  marching    towards 


Elyton,  and  camping  seven  miles  from  tiiere.  Fori 
over  river  deep,  but  not  dangerous.  On  the 
thirtieth,  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  left  HytoB  ttodef 
the  following  order,  sending  two  staff  offioen  by 
different  routes  to  order  the  Foxurth  Kentody 
mounted  infiantry,  which  was  twenty  mUee  in 
the  rear  with  the  train,  to  strike  directly  south, 
and  join  us  if  possible,  before  we  reached  Tt»- 
caloosa.  Two  companies  of  this  regiment,  one 
of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  oavafry,  and  forty  po- 
neers,  in  the  aggregate  two  hundred  men,  were 
with  the  train,  t^us  reducing  my  effective  fi^oe 
to  about  fifteen  hundred  men. 

HsADQCABms  Tan  Dmnui  0.  C.  IC.  D.  IL,    I 
Eltios,  Alabaiu,  Mvoii  80th,  1MI.| 

General  :  The  following  order  has  just  been 
received  by  me  from  Corps  Headquarters : 

HiiDQCMRBsFkBsrDmaoirC.  C  V.  D.  K.,       I 
&TIOJI,  AuoAMA,  Mtfob  aoUi,  lS6fr-3  o\iock,P.x. | 

General  :  Detach  one  brigade  of  your  di?iB- 
ion  witii  orders  to  proceed  rapidly  by  the  most 
direct  route  to  Tuscaloosa,  to  destroy  the  bridge, 
factories,  mills.  University  (military  school),  and 
whatever  else  may  be  of  benefit  to  the  rebel 
cause.  As  soon  as  this  work  is  accompUsbed, 
instruct  the  commanding  officer  to  join  the 
corps  by  the  CenterviUe  road.  Caution  him  to 
look  out  for  Lyon,  who  was  expected  at  Toscir 
loosa  vesterday  with  a  small  force,  marchii^ 
toward  Montevallo. 

In  case  the  bridge  at  CenterviUe  is  destroyed, 
let  him  cross  the  udiawba,  wherever  he  can  do 
so  best 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brigadier-General  E.  M.  MoCook, 

Oomnandtng  Ftrat  Oavalry  DtrteJoa. 

You  will  march  with  your  brigade  in  conf>li- 
ance  with  the  foregoing  order,*  and  report  is 
person  to  General  Wil^n,  for  further  uwlno- 
tions.  E.  M.  McCoQK, 

Bngadler-GMenl  Yola&lMa 
General  John  T.  Ceoxton, 

ComnuuuUag  First  Brigade,  First  Dtrteloo. 

Reporting  to  the  Battalion  Majdr-GenerdOom- 
mandmg  in  person  for  instructions,  he  directed 
me,  in  case  1  found  it  practicable,  after  execut- 
ine  my  mission  at  Tuscaloosa,  to  destroy  the 
raSroad  between  Selma  and  Demopolis.  From 
Judge  Mudd,  at  Elyton,  I  learned  that  he  hid 
left  Tuscaloosa  on  the  twenty-eighth;  that 
Lyon's  brigade  was  expected  there ;  thAt  there 
were  no  troops  there  except  cadets  and  miHtia, 
and  none  between  that  point  and  fiyton. 
•  Encamped  on  the  nignt  of  the  thirtieth  e^ 
miles  south  of  Elyton,  finding  the  roads 
wretched. 

March  tiiirty-first.  Moved  at  daylight,  sending 
a  detachment  to  the  right,  through  Jonesboro, 
to  destroy  the  stores  there,  and  ti^ee  companifii 
of  the  Eighth  Iowa,  in  charge  of  C^tain  8iitii- 
erland,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  to  the 
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left  six  miles,  to  destroy  Banders'  Iron  Works, 
wMch  thej  accomplished,  rejoiniDg  the  colume 
five  miles  south  of  Backeville,  and  ten  from 
Trion.  It  was  now  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I 
leanied  from  this  detachment  and  from  a  pris- 
oner, that  Forrest's  whole  command  were  pass- 
iDZ  Trion,  marchiDg  from  Tuscaloosa  to  Monte- 
imo  via  Gentreville. 

I  moved  rapidly  on,  and  at  sundown  reached 
TrioD,  striking  the  rear  of  Forrest's  column. 
H»e  I  learned  that  Lyon's  brigade,  under  Gross- 
land,  had  passed  the  erening  previous;  that 
Forrest's  had  passed  at  daybreak  that  morning, 
and  Jackson's  division,  with  part  of  Chalmers', 
Bombering  in  the  aggregate  five  thousand  men, 
had  passea  during  the  aay,  movine  rapidly  and 

Xting  to  march  during  the  night 
e  a  state  of  case  arose  not  contemplated 
by  my  orders,  and  in  view  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  disposing  of  Forrest's  command,  which 
would  leave  not  only  Tuscaloosa,  but  every 
vital  point  open  to  us,  I  determined  to  follow 
him  during  the  night,  hoping  to  be  near 
enough  to  co-operate  widi  the  corps  in  an  attack 
on  the  following  day. 

My  advance  guard  was  ordered  in  pursuit, 
while  the  horses  were  fed,  intending,  as  I  did, 
to  follow  forthwith. 

The  information  obtained  was  despatched  by 
three  trusty  scouts  to  the  Brevet-Major-Ckneral 
commanding  the  corps,  and  also  a  verbal  mes- 
sage of  my  intention  to  follow  Forrest,  which  I 
did  not  deem  prudent  to  incorporate  in  my 
written  despatch. 

While  feeding,  the  officer  in  command  of  my 
advance  reported  the  enemy  holding  against 
him  the  Gentreville  road,  two  miles  frx)m  my 
camp.  Repeated  attempts  to  circumvent  them 
proved  failores,  until  itfter  midnight,  when  it 
became  very  evident  that  the  enemy  were  in 
strong  force,  reconnoitering  and  moving  to* en- 
velop my  position,  preparatory  to  an  attack  at 
dayhgbt  I  had  but  eleven  hundred  men.  The 
Fourth  Kentucky  mounted  infantry  had  not  been 
heard  from.  The  enemy  held  the  road  already 
in  my  rear  and  front  I  determined,  therefore, 
to  avdd  an  engagement  wit^  a  force  of  unknown 
strength,  by  moving  directly  west  by  a  road 
leading  from  my  camp  to  the  "Mud  C^eek 
Road,  which  runs  from  Jonesboro  to  Tusca- 
loosa, parallel  to  and  ten  miles  west  of  the  road 
1  had  travelled. 

Two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  cavalry 
were  left  behind  under  Captain  Penn,  to  deter- 
mine and  report  the  strength  and  movements  of 
the  enemy,  all  of  which  I  relied  upon,  knowing 
by  \he  time  I  struck  the  '*  Mud  Creek  Road  "I 
could  then  determine  upon  the  course  to  be 
poTBued.  Scouts  were  sent  to  meet  the  Fourth 
Kentackv  and  brin^  it  to  that  road.  The  rear 
of  my  column  had  just  left  camp  at  dawn,  when 
the  enemy  in  force  attacked,  driving  in  the 
^ckets  which  had  not  been  relieved.  Captain 
wish,  with  one  of  the  companies  left  with 
Captain  Penn,  diarged  the  enemy's  column  in  a 
liM,  and  being  deceived  by  a  party  of  rebels, 


whom  in  the  early  dawn  he  mistook  for  our 
troops,  he  went  too  far,  was  surrounded,  and 
after  a  gallant  attempt  to  extricate  ois  com- 
mand, was  wounded,  and  captured  widi  the 
most  of  his  men,  a  number  of  whom  were 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  pressed  vigorously  on,  driving 
the  pickets  with  Captain  Penn's  detachment 
through  onr  camp  and  after  the  column. 

Major  Fidler,  commanding  Sixth  Kentucky 
cavalry,  was  in  the  rear,  and  promptly  tbrew  a 
battalion  into  line  to  re-enforce  the  detachments, 
and  when  they  came  up,,  relieved  them ;  the 
enebiy  following  several  miles,  nuiking  several 
ineffectual  attempts  to  break  up  this  battalion ; 
the  whole  command  losing  in  this  affair  two 
(2)  officers  and  liiirly  (30)  men. 

At  this  time,  as  I  afterward  learned,  Forrest's 
entire  train,  with  his  field  artillery,  was  at  Tus- 
caloosa, and  in  apprehension  of  my  approach 
was  ordered  to  fl^orthport  In  view  of  this 
Jackson,  instead  of  following  directly,  took  a 
road  striking  the  Mud  creek  road  four  miles 
noarer  Tuscaloosa,  and  moving  rapidly,  succeed- 
ed in  throwing  his  force  there  between  me  and 
that  place  upon  the  only  road  east  of  the  Black 
Warrior ;  he  had  two  brigades,  numbering,  as  I 
then  supposed  and  have  since  learned,  twenty-six 
hundred  men.  I  could  hardly  hope  to  run  over 
this  force  and  take  TusoJoosa  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  (four  hundred  of  them,  the  Fourth 
Kentucky,  I  had  not  yet  heard  from),  supported 
as  he  was  by  four  hundred  militis^  and  three 
hundred  and  fifty  cadets,  who  filled  the  trenches 
around  the  city. 

I  determined,  therefore,  to  effect  by  stratagem 
what  I  could  not  hope  to  accomplish  directly. 

I  therefore  turned  north,  marching  ten  miles 
on  the  Elyton  road,  halted  and  fed  while  the 
Fourth  Kentucky,  from  which  I  heard  at  this 
point,  joined  me. 

From  this  point  we  moved  directly  west  to 
Johnson's  ferry,  forty  miles  above  Tuscaloosa, 
which  point  we  reached  at  sundown,  having 
travelled  during  the  day  over  forty  miles. 

I  ordered  the  Eighth  Iowa  to  begin  crossing 
at  once,  and  at  sumlown  on  the  next  day  (Apru 
secondj^the  whole  command  was  west  of  the 
Black  Warrior,  the  men  with  their  equipments 
crossing  in  a  single  flat  boat,  and  the  horses 
swimmmg,  losing  only  two  or  three. 

April  third.  A&ved  at  daylight  toward  Tusca- 
loosa, the  advance  guard  capturing  all  the 
scouts,  and  the  citizens,  tiius  preventing,  any 
knowledge  of  our  approam. 

At  nine  o'clock  at  night  reached  the  suburbs 
at  Nortbport,  massed  the  brigade  in  Cedar 
grove,  and  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  picked 
men  of  the  Second  Michigan  moved  up  near 
the  bridge.  « 

I  intended  to  put  this  picked  force  in  ambcnh 
as  near  the  bridge  as  1  could  get  it,  quietly 
await  daybredk,  then  seise  the  bridge  by  a  dash, 
and  throw  the  whole  brigade  over  mounted^ 
and  envelop  the  city  before  the  cadets  and 
militia  coidd  be  assemUed. 
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Ab  I  approached  the  bridge,  however,  I  cotdd 
distinctly  hear  the  rebels  removing  the  flooring 
in  the  Aidge,  and  apprehending  they  had  re- 
ceived notice  of  odr  approach,  and  knowing  the 
difficulty  of  snccees  should  ihej  have  time  to 
assemble  their  troops,  I  gave  the  order,  and 
Colonel  Johnston  dashed  ahead  on  the  guards, 
who  fired  and  retreated  into  the  bridge,  in  the 
centre  of  which  the  reserve  was  stationed  be- 
hind cotton  bales,  in  front  of  which  twenty  feet 
of  bridge  had  been  torn  up.  The  detachment 
of  the  Second  Michigan,  led  by  Colonel  Johnston 
in  person,  rushed  into  the  bridge,  halted  for 
nothing  until  they  had  killed  and  captured  the 
whole  of  the  guard,  and  had  possession  of  the 
bridge. 

They  were  moved  ahead  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  bridge,  and  fifty  men  sent 
double-quick  to  seize  the  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
the  location  of  which  I  had  learned,  and  which 
were  soon  in  our  possession. 

In  the  meantime  the  floor  of  the  bridge  was 
relaid  so  that  footmen  could  pass,  and  the 
balance  of  the  Second  Michigan,  the  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky, and  Eighth  Iowa  thrown  across  dis- 
mounted, and  put  in  position  to  cover  the 
bridge  a^inst  an  attadc  from  the  militia  and 
cadets  which  were  assembling.  They  made 
several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  dislodge  us, 
but  faUed,  and  morning  found  us  in  peaceful 
possession  of  the  premises,  with  sixty  prisoners 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 

April  fourth.  Destroyed  the  foundry,  factory, 
two  nitre  works,  the  military  university,  a 
quantity  of  stores,  and  supplying  the  command 
with  all  the  rations  we  could  carry,  spent  the 
day  resting  men  and  animals,  and  reconnoitering 
and  tr3ring  to  discover  some  safe  exit  by  which 
to  rejoin  the  corps. 

The  bridges  over  Hurricane  creek  had  been 
burned,  niaking  it  necessary  to  move  south-east 
in  the  direction  of  Marion,  which  would  bring 
me  directly  in  contact  with  Jackson's  division, 
supported  by  a  brigade  of  Chalmers'  division  at 
Greensboro.  Seeing  no  possible  means  of  get- 
ting east  to  join  ue  corps,  I  determinea  to 
recrosB  the  Black  Warrior,  and,  if  possible, 
destroy  the  railroad  between  Demopolis  and 
Meridian,  as  I  had  been  verbally  instructed  to 
destroy  it  west  of  Selma,  and  about  (Jnion- 
town. 

At  this  time  I  could  hear  of  no  troops  that 
could  offer  any  resistance  to  my  movement,  and 
I  was  assured  the  Tombigbee  could  be  forded 
at  Jones'  Bluff,  reasoning  upon  this,  as  on  all 
occasions,  that  if  Forrest  detached  a  force  infe- 
rior to  my  own  to  look  after  me,  I  would  smash 
it  up  and  go  whither  I  pleased,  while  if  he  sent 
a  superior  force  it  was  mv  object  to  draw  it 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  theatre  in  which  the 
corps  was  operating,  thus  givii^  General  Wil- 
son BtiU  greater  advantage  in  point  of  numbers, 
which  I  would  be  carefuTBhouId  not  be  oonnter- 
balatioed  by  any  disaster  to  my  command. 

My  only  apprehension  was  that  the  Greneral 
commanding  would   be   embarrassed  by  my 


delay  in  joining,  and  that  it  might  seriom^ 
affect  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  on  which  I 
felt  so  much  depended. 

Accordingly  I  despatched  a  scout  with  t 
despatch  in  cjgpher  informing  him  fully  of  mj 
movements  and  designs. 

April  fifth.  Recrossed  the  Black  Warrior, 
burned  the  bridge,  and  took  the  Columbus  rotd, 
encamping  that  night  twenty-five  miles  from 
Northport  at  Kin^  store,  and  sending  a  com- 
pany of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  with  Captain  &itb- 
erland,  my  A.  A.  G.,  on  tiie  upper  ColumlNii 
road,  with  directions  to  cross  the  Sipeey,  tora 
south,  and  join  me. 

April  sixth.  Took  the  road  to  Pleasant  ridge, 
and  after  marching  twelve  miles  came  to 
Laniers'  mills  on  Sipsey,  eight  miles  from 
Vienna,  where  I  learned  that  three  thousand 
men  left  by  Forrest  at  West  Point,  were  march- 
ing down  tiie  Tombigbee,  and  that  owing  to  the 
late  rains  that  stream  could  not  be  ford^ 

Here  also  I  learned  that  Selma  had  been 
taken,  and  that  Forrest  was  at  Marion,  and 
Jackson  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tuscaloosa. 

It  was  plainly  unpossible  to  execute  my  de- 
signs, and!  determined  to  return  to  Newport, 
by  which  time  I  hoped  to  learn  definitely  the 
movements  of  the  corps  from  Selma. 

Accordingly  I  orosised  Sipsey,  burning  flie 
mills  with  a  large  amount  of  flour,  meiBj,  and 
meat,  and  took  the  road  for  Tuscaloosa,  aod 
after  marching  several  miles,  halted  two  hours 
to  feed.  We  nad  iust  resumed  the  mardh  when 
Wirt  Adams  attacked  my  rear  guard,  wifli  two 
brigades  numbering  twenty-eight  hundred  men, 
drove  in  the  rear  regiment  (Sixth  Kentucky 
cavalry)  on  the  Second  Michigan,  which  was 
thrown  across  the  road,  and  after  repulsing 
several  charges  were  not  molested  further. 

In  this  a&ir  we  lost  two  officers  and  thirty- 
two  men,  two  ambulances  broke  down  and  wen 
left  the  wounded  bein^  brought  off. 

These  troops  of  Aoams'  had  been  at  West 
Point,  and  had  crossed  the  Tombigbee  the  day 
previous  at  Pickensville. 

April  seventh.  Moved  from  Romulus  to  Nonh- 
port,  hearing  nothing  of  the  cor^s. 

April  eighth.  Owing  to  scarcity  of  forage  at 
Northport,  moved  twelve  miles  north  on  the 
Boiler  road,  where  we  remained  untfl  flie 
eleventh,  attempting  by  various  methods  to 
communicate  with  the  corps,  or  find  out  its 
movements  from  Selma,  but  witiiout  success. 
Finally  I  conduded  that  if  the  corps  had  moved 
at  sdl,  it  was  either  south  or  east,  as  the  move- 
ment west  would  have  driven  Forrest  to  Demo- 
polis, cleared  the  country  between  Tuscaloosa 
and  Marion,  and  enabled  me  to  communicate 
beyond  doubt.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  n- 
cross  the  Warrior  into  Elyton  valley,  by  whidi 
I  should  certainly  learn  whether  Montgomery 
or  Mobile  was  the  destination. 

April  eleventh.  Moved  to  Windham  SpriiigB, 
where  I  learned  that  all  the  boats  on  tiie  river 
had  been  destroyed,  rendering  it  necessary  for 
us  to  move  further  north  in  order  to  effect  a 
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crossing  of  the  Warrior,  which,  as  well  as  its 
tribataries,  was  greatly  swollen. 

April  twelfth.  Moved  by  the  Jasper  road  to 
Wou  creek,  finding  it  impassable. 

April  thirte^ith.  Marched  around  the  head  of 
Wolf  creek. 

April  fourteenth.  Grossed  Lost  creek  at 
Holly  Grove,  and  marched  to  Cormack's  mills  on 
tiie  Black  Water,  finding  the  stream  swollen 
and  half  the  bridge  down.  This  we  rebuilt  in 
two  hours,  and  that  night  camped  within  four 
miles  of  Slpsej  fork  of  the  BlacK  Warrior. 

April  fifteenth.  Began  crossing  Sipsey  fork 
at  C^ways'  and  Lindsey*s  ferries,  naving  no 
means  of  crossing  men  and  equipments  but  in 
canoes,  and  the  horses  bv  swimming. 

April  seventeenth.  All  were  over  and  march- 
ing via  Arkadelphia ;  we  struck  the  Mulberry 
tork  at  Handly's  mills,  finding  a  good  ferry-boat 
and  a  good  place  for  swimming  horses. 

ApiS  eighteenth.  Grossed  Mulberry  fork,  and 
reached  Little  Warrior  at  Menter's  ferry,  finding 
no  boats  but  a  few  canoes  with  which  we  be- 
gan crossing,  and  were  over  by  sundown  next 
aay  roineteenth),  all  the  command  exoept  the 
Eightn  Iowa  encamping  at  Mt  Piuson,  fourteen 
miles  north  of  Elyton.  Here  I  learned  that  the 
corps  had  taken  Montgomery,  and  gone  east 
Destroyed  the  foundry  and  nitre  worlu  near  Mt 
Pintion. 

April  twentieth.  Moved  via  Trussville  and 
Cedar  Grove,  thence  three  miles  on  the  Monte- 
▼alle  road  to  make  the  impression  that  we  were 
going  that  way. 

April  twenty-first  Moved  towards  Talladega, 
sending  the  Fourth  Kentucky  mounted  infantry 
ahead  before  daybreak  to  seize  the  boats  at 
Trass'  and  Gollins'  ferries,  on  Goosa  river, 
which  they  did,  driving  the  guard  oS,  and  by 
night  that  regiment  hadcrossed. 

April  twentyHBeconcL  By  noon  the  command 
bad  crossed,  and  at  sundown  reached  Talla- 
dega, driving  out  a  force  of  about  seventy  rebels, 
and  encamping  at  that  place. 

April  twenty-third  Learning  that  Hill's 
brigade  was  between  Talladega  and  Blue  Moun- 
tain, I  moved  in  that  direction, landing  him  in  posi- 
tion at  Mumford's  station,  ten  miles  from  TaUe- 
dega,  with  five  hundred  men  and  one  piece  of  ar- 
tillery ;  attacked  and  routed  him,  capturing  his 
artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  scat- 
tering the  force  in  tiie  wo<Kis.  Destroyed  the 
Oxford  and  Blue  Mountain  iron  works,  the 
railroad  bridges  and  depots  to  Blue  Mountain, 
at  which  place  we  encamped,  destroying  the 
depots,  roiling  stock,  and  a  quantity  of  ord- 
ntnce  stores. 

Aprfl  twenfy-fourth.  Sent  the  Eiehth  Iowa 
via  Jacksonville  and  moved  via  Oxford  and 
Davistown,  where  the  Eighth  Iowa  rejoined  us, 
burning  a  large  cotton  factory,  and  encamping 
at  Bell's  bridge  on  the  Tallapoosa. 

Anril  twenty-fifth.  Marched  through  Axta- 
coocbee  and  Bowden,  and  encamped  near  Gar- 
roiton,  Georgia. 

April  twenty-sixth.  Marched  through  Garrol- 


ton  to  the  Ghattahoochee  at  Moore's  and 
Reese's  ferries,  and  by  eight  o'clock  of  the  next 
momine  had  crossed  the  river. 

April  twenty-seventh.  Marched  via  Newman 
to  near  Flat  Shoals.  At  the  Ghattalioochee  a 
fiag  of  truce  from  the  conunanding  officer  at 
Newman,  informed  me  of  the  armistice,  and 
claimed  protection  under  it ;  I  informed  them  I 
could  not  recognize  the  information  as  official, 
but  presuming  it  was  true,  would  trouble 
nobody  who  kept  out  of  my  way  and  would 
observe  the  armistice  as  £ar  as  foraging  was 
concerned,  but  could  not  consent  to  discontinue 
my  march. 

April  twentv-eighth.  Grossed  Flint  river  at 
Flat  Shoals  and  inarched  to  near  Barnesville. 

April  twenty-ninth.  Through  Barnesville  to 
Forsyth,  sending  Lieutenant  Prather  and  Gap- 
tain  Walden  of  my  staff,  by  railroad  to  inform 
the  Brevet  Major-General  Gommanding  of  my 
whereabouts,  this  being  the  first  information  be 
had  received  since  my  despatch  from  Trion, 
March  thirty-first,  which  reached  him  at  nine 
A.  M.  on  the  following  day,  and  about  the  same 
time  one  from  Jackson  to  Forrest,  captured  by 
General  Upton,  informing  Forrest  where  I  was, 
and  that  he  (Jackson)  was  preparing  to  attack 
me  at  daylight  on  the  first  of  AprlL 

April  thirtieth.  Marched  through  Forsyth 
and  camped  near  Grawford's  statioiL 

May  nrst  Rejoined  the  corps  at  Macon, 
having  been  absent  just  one*  month,  during 
which  time  I  communicated  with  no  Federd 
force*  neither  heard  from  any  one,  nor,  so  as 
heard,  was  heard  from. 

During  this  time  we  marched  six  hundred 
and  fifty-three  miles,  most  of  the  time  through  a 
mountainous  country,  so  destitute  of  supplies 
that  the  conunand  could  be  subsisted  and  for- 
aged only  bv  the  greatest  efforts.  Swimming 
four  rivers,  destroying  five  large  iron  works,  the 
last  in  the  cotton  btates,  three  factories,  numer- 
ous mills,  immense  quantities  of  supplies,  cap- 
turing four  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hun- 
dred small  arms,  near  three  hundred  prisoners 
rejoining  the  corps ;  the  men  in  fine  spirits  and 
the  animals  in  good  condition,  having  lost  in  all 
but  four  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  men,  half  of  the  latter  having  been  cap- 
tured at  various  points,  while  straggling  from 
fors^ng  parties  and  not  in  line  of  duty. 

Throngnout  the  long  and  arduous  campai^, 
though  often  surrounded  by  perils,  tb^  spirits 
of  the  veterans  never  faltered.  Officers  and 
men  vied  with  each  other  in  the  cheerful  per- 
formance of  their  duty. 

I  am  especially  under  obligations  to  the  regi- 
mental commanders,  Golonels  Dorr,  Kelly,  and 
Johnston,  and  Major  Fidler  and  Gaptain  Perm, 
for  their  hearty  and  earnest  co-operation. 

To  Lieutenant  Prather,  Fourth  Indiana  caval- 
ry, and  aide  to  the  General  commanding  the 
corps,  I  am  obliged  for  his  valuable  services  so 
cheerfully  rendered. 

Gaptain  Sutherland,  A.  A.  General,  was  of 
great  service  to  me  until  sent  on  a  reconnois- 
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sance  towards  ColtimbQS,  from  which  he  found 
it  impossible  to  rejoin  the  command,  and  con- 
ducted his  small  command  safely  to  Decatur, 
capturing  prisoners  nearly  double  in  number 
to  his  detachment  To  Captain  Baker,  A.  A.  I. 
G.,  Captain  Walden,  Provost  Marshal,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Lusk  and  EeUy,  aides-de-camp,  I  am 
under  obligations  for  their  zeal,  activity,  and 
efficiency  in  Hie  execution  of  my  orders. 

To  Quartermaster  Sergeant  Walker,  and 
Commissary  Sergeant  Wentworth,  I  am  indebt- 
ed for  invaluable  services  performed  h^  them 
for  die  brigade,  in  the  absence  of  the  officers  of 
those  departments  of  the  stafifl 

I  have  the  honor,  very  respectfully  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

John  T.  Croxtox, 

BMg»dlflr-G«neral  U.  S.  Volanleen. 

JSiAoquAsms  Vmar  Dmnov.  C.  C.  IL  Dl  M.,  \ 
MiOQSi,  Gjl  ,  Muy  28,  1665.     / 

MuoB"— I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the 
following  named  officers  for  promotion  as  a  re- 
ward for  gallantry  and  meritorious  service  in 
the  field  during  ihe  late  campaign : 

Colonel  0.  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin 
cavahrv,  commanding  Second  bfigade,  to  be 
Brigaiier-General  of  volunteers. 

Lieutenant^lonel  Wm.  W.  Bradley,  com- 
manding Seventh  Kentucky  cavabry,  to  be 
Colonel  by  brevet 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Henrv  Hamden,  command- 
ing First  Wisconsin  cavalry,  to  be  Colonel  by 
brevet 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  W.  Johnston, 
commanding  Second  Michigan  cavalry,  to  be 
Colonel  by  brevet 

Miy'or  W.  H.  Fraler,  commanding  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  to  be  Lieutenant^lonel  by 
brevet 

Captain  R.  S.  Hill,  commanding  Second  In- 
diana cavalry,  to  be  Major. 

Captain  Jas.  M.  McCown,  Sixth  Kentucky  cav- 
alry, to  be  Mtgor  bv  brevet 

Os^tsdn  Edmund  Penn,  Sixth  Kentucky  cav- 
aliT,  to  be  Maior  bybrevet 

Captain  Walter  Whittemore,  Sixth  Kentucky 
cavaury,  to  be  Migor  by  brevet 

I  ani,  Major,  very  respectfully  your  obedient 
servant, 

John  T.  Cboxtof, 
Brlfwltar-0«iieral,  U.  S.  T. 
Major  Ql  B.  Beauhoxt, 

A.  A.  General,  Oavalrx  Corpe,  X.  D.  IL 
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—  Catauit  Diwoir,  IL  D.  M. 
ILkOOX,  Ga.,  IUj  4, 18«6. 
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Major — ^I  respectfully  submit  the  foUowing 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  since 
leaving  Chickasaw,  March  twenty-second,  1865. 

No  incident  \>cousred  to  break  the  monotony 
of  marching  and  foragiag  until  April  first,  when 
the  brigade  marched  through  Randolph  via 
Oentreville  to  ScottsviUe,  a  distance  of  thirty- 
«ight  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  unitiug  wl  A  ttie 


First  brigade,   which    had   previo^isly  beM 
ordered  to  Tuscaloosa. 

A  battalion  of  the  First  Wisccnsin,  under 
Major  Shipman,  was  moved  at  a  trot  irom  Raa- 
dolph  to  Centreville,  made  tiie  inarch  of  fifteen 
miles  in  two  hours,  drove  out  a  rebel  force  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  captured  fifteen  priaonen, 
and  secured  the  bridge  which  be  was  left  to 
^uard  with  his  battalion.  Information  received 
from  prisoners  captured  between  ScottsviUe 
and  Trion,  led  the  General  Commanding  to  be- 
lieve that  the  First  brigade,  after  a  sh^  skir- 
mish, had  fallen  back  towards  Elyton,  and  con- 
vinced him  that  the  rebel  force  near  Trion  wai 
more  than  double  that  of  the  Second  brigade. 
For  these  reasons  be  determined  to  order  the 
brigade  back  via  Centrevilll  to  rejoin  the  main 
column.  A  demonstration  made  on  the  mora* 
ine  of  the  second  by  the  Second  and  Four^ 
Indiana,  caused  the  enemv  to  diroUy  force 
whioh  could  not  have  been  \&88  than  niree  tboo- 
sand,  while  the  brigade  having  nine  comntziies 
detached,  only  numbered  twelve  hundrea  men. 
In  this  skirmish  the  Second  Indiana  behaved 
handsomely,  and  firom  a  strong  position  panieb- 
ed  the  enemy  severely,  with  a  loss  of  only  one 
man  killed  and  eight  wounded,  six  of  whom  feO 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  R.  S.  Hill, 
commanding  battalion,  behaved  with  his  usual 
gallantry,  and  though  severely  wounded  in  die 
early  part  of  the  engagement,  refused  to  leave 
the  saddle  until  the  fight  was  over. 

Lieutenants  Moultou  and  Chase,  of  m^  staff, 
merit  commendation  for  their  conduct  m  diia 
affair. 

After  destroying  the  factory,  mill,  bridge,  and 
nitre  works,  tlie  brigade  marched  to  Centreville, 
crossed,  and  burned  the  bridge  over  the  Cahaw- 
ba,  after  a  skirmish  with  a  body  of  the  enemy 
which  attempted  to  cross. 

It  moved  thence  via  Flantersville  to  within 
eleven  miles  of  Sehna,  where  an  order  was  re- 
ceived to  return  and  bring  in  the  wagon  tram, 
which  was  met  near  Randolph  and  escorted  to 
Selma,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Fourth  Kentuc^  wai 
sent  in  the  direcdon  of  Tnscalooea  to  comnmii- 
cate  with  the  First  brigade,  and  made  a  forced 
march  to  Centreville,  where  it  was  overtaken  by 
a  party  sent  twelve  hours  later,  from  tke  Second 
Indiana,  and  ordered  to  retuitL  Both  detach- 
ments reached  Selma  on  the  evening  of  the 
ninth,  after  a  marc^  of  ninety  miles.  On  the 
tenth  the  command  left  Behna  and  mardied 
thirty  miles,  skirmishing  a  portion  of  the  wa? 
with  Clanton's  brigade.  On  the  eleventB 
marched  twenty-six  miles,  and  built  two  large 
brieves,  skirmishing  oonstsntly  with  Cfainton*8 
brinule. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  the  brigade 
entered  Montgomery.  The  Fooith  KantMy, 
Colonel  Cooper,  having  taken  posoeosioD  at  day- 
I  light  after  a  single  skirmish  with  liie  enen/B 
rear  guard.  Colonel  Cooper  wm  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  post,  and  deserves  high  oommend- 
ation  for  the  manner  iu  whidi  m  dischaiged 
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die  duties  of  that  positioo.  His  command  de- 
stroyed all  public  property  before  leaving  the 
city,  includuig  three  steaiuboata  with  their  car- 
goes, captured  by  Major  Weston  of  the  Fourth 
Kentucky.  Wid^  two  miles  of  the  city,  the 
Seventh  Kentucky  encountered  seven  hundred 
of  the  enemy  under  G^eral  Buford,  and  drove 
them  rapidly  eight  miles,  capturing  three  stand 
of  colors  and  Uiirty  prisoners.  In  this  afiEair 
Iieutenant4Ik>lonel  Wflltam  Bradley  was  severe- 
ly wounded  in  the  foot  while  charging  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  brigade  (except  Fourth 
Kestucky,  and  a  detachment  of  First  Wisconsin, 
Trader  Colonel  Cooper,  which  rejoined  the  com- 
mand at  this  point)  moved  on  the  Columbus 
road  and  made  a  running  fi^ht  of  thirty-eight 
miles  with  Clanton's  brigade,  killing  twelve 
and  capturing  one  hundred  prisoners,  with  a 
loss  of  one  killed  and  eleven  wounded.  The 
First  Wisconsin  had  the  advance  and  behaved 
finely,  driving  the  enemy  by  repeated  charges 
from  his  rail  barricades. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  brigade  moved  on  the 
West  Point  road,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven 
miles,  after  rebuilding  the  bridge  across  Ufoupee 
creek,  and  camped  at  Auburn. 

At  two  o^clock  .^  M.  on  the  sixteenth,  the 
Second  and  Fourth  Indiana,  with  one  piece 
from  the  Eighteenth  battery,  moved  to  West 
Point,  capturing  a  train  of  fourteen  wagons  on 
the  way,  and  arriving  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 
wi&in  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Tyler,  which 
is  a  remarkably  strone  earthwork  thirty-five 
yards  square,  surrounded  by  a  ditch  twelve 
feet  wide  and  ten  deep,  situated  on  a  command- 
ing eminence,  and  protected  by  an  imperfect 
al^t^.  The  second  Indiana  was  placed  in  a 
sheltered  position  within  carbine  ranze,  and  or- 
dered to  begin  the  attack  should  re-enforcements 
for  the  enemy  arrive  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  or  an  attempt  be  made  to  evacuate 
the  fort 

The  Fourth  Indiana  was  also  securely  posted, 
and  the  piece  of  artillery  amused  the  fort  by  a 
steady,  well-directed  fire,  until  half-past  one 
o'clodc  p.  M.,  when  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
arrived. 

Detachments  of  the  First  Wisconsin,  Second 
ladiana,  and  Seventh  Kentucky,  advanced  dis- 
mounted  upon  tliree  sides  of  the  fort,  rapidly 
driving  in  the  enemy's  dcirmishers,  while  the 
Fourth  Indiana,  seizing  the  proper  moment, 
charged  through  the  town,  secured  both 
bridges,  scattered  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
larger  than  its  own,  which  had  just  arrived  on 
the  opposite  bcuik,  and  captiured  and  destroyed 
five  engines  with  trains  of  cars.  The  grape 
from  the  thirty-two  pounder,  which  was  design- 
ed to  covec  tlie  wagon  bridge,  fell  short  and  did 
no  damage,  except  lulling  the  horse  of  the  Colo- 
nel coounanding  brigade.  As  our  dismounted 
men  advanced  upon  the  fort  the  enemy  fired 
n^idiy  but  without  efiEeot  firom  two  field  pieces, 
tmtil  silenced  by  our  sharpshooters.  Our  bat- 
tery replied  with  a  most  accurate  fire.    At  a 


distance  of  six  hundred  yards,  fourteen  shots 
from  one  of  our  guns  struck  the  thirty-two 
pounder  planted  in  the  fort  The  ditch  bein^ 
found  impassable,  bridges  were  prepared  and 
sharpshooters  posted,  wd  when  the  chftige  was 
sounded  the  three  detachments,  vicing  with 
each  other,  rushed  forward  under  a  scathing 
fice,  threw  their  bridges  over  the  ditch  and  en- 
tered the  fort  Sergeant  Edward  Carrel,  Com- 
pany E,  First  Wisconsin,  was  first  inside  the 
work.  Lieutenant  S.  Vosburg,  Company  A,  same 
regiment  was  killed  on  the  embankment,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harnden  slightly  wounded. 
Captain  R.  S.  Hill,  commanding  Second  Indiana 
battery,  was  dangerously  wounded  in  die  thigh, 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  ditch,  while  struggling 
with  the  abattis  which  impeded  his  column. 
He  started  on  this  campaign  with  a  leave  of  ab- 
sence in  his  pocket,  and  at  the  time  of  the  at- 
tack was  suffering  nrom  a  wound  received  two 
weeks  previous.  No  braver  man  or  better  sol- 
dier has  worn  a  sabre  in  this  war.  He  deserves 
to  command  a  brigade.  The  garrison  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  was  composed  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  desperate  men,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Tyler.  Eighteen,  includ- 
ing the  General  coinmanding,  two  captains,  and 
one  lieutenant  were  killed,  and  twenty-eight 
seriously  wounded,  mostl;^  shot  thron&^h  the 
head.  Two  hundred  and  eighteen  were  neld  as 
prisoners.  At  this  point  two  field  pieces,  one 
thirty-two  pounder  siege  gun,  and  five  hundred 
stand  of  small  arms  were  captured,  nineteen 
engines  and  three  hundred  ana  forty  cars  load- 
ed with  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores, 
machinery  from  factories,  leather  osnaburgs, 
&c.,  &c.,  were  destroyed.  Both  bridges  were 
burned,  sixteen  of  the  enemy  were  paroled  to 
nurse  the  wounded  who  were  left  in  charge  of 
the  Confederate  sui^eons.  Our  loss  was  seven 
kiUed  and  twenty-nine  wound,ed.  Seven  hogs- 
heads of  sugar,  two  thousand  sacks  of  com,  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  and  other  stores, 
were  left  in  charge  of  the  mayor,  to  provide  a 
hospital  Rmd  for  both  patties,  with  instructions 
to  aistribute  any  excess  among  the  poor.  On 
the  seventeenth  the  brigade  resumed  its  march 
toward  Macon,  passing  through  La  Grange, 
cutting  the  railroad  at  that  point,  also  tne 
Macon  and  Atlanta  road  at  Griffin  and  Forsyth. 
It  would  have  reached  Macon  at  noon  on  the 
twentieth,  b^d  it  not  been  delayed  by  orders  to 
wait  for  the  detachment  under  Colonel' Cooper, 
which  came  via  of  Columbus,  and  had  much 
further  to  march.  The  results  of  the  campaign 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  A  march  of 
five  hundred  miles  through  an  enemy's  country, 
the  capture  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-six 
prisoners  with  arms  in  their  hands,  induding 
thirty-five  officers,  seven  battle  flags,  twenty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  stand  of  small 
arms,  two  siege  guns  in  position,  six  field  pieces, 
three  steamboats  laden  with  stores,  twenty 
locomotives,  three  hundred  and  fifty  cars  loaded 
with  stores  and  machinery,  and  enough  horses 
and  mules  to  replace  those  broken  down  by  the 
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march.  The  destniotion  of  eight  railroad  de- 
pots, store  houses,  water  tauks,  &c. ;  three  rail- 
roads and  two  covered  bridges,  and  Inniimer- 
able  smsJler  bridges  and  culverts,  three  large 
cotton  factories,  s^dle  factory,  nitre  works,  tan- 
neries, three  foundries,  two  machine  shops,  two 
rolline  mills,  and  a  great  number  of  smaller 
manufacturing  establishments.  Where  it  was 
possible  provisions  captured  from  the  enemy 
were  given  to  the  poor.  The  casualties  in  the 
brigade  are  ten  killed,  sixty-four  wounded,  and 
sixteen  missing. 

The  brigade  did  all  that  it  was  ordered  to  do, 
but,  considering  the  nature  of  the  expedition, 
the  temptations  o£fered,  and  the  injunes  many 
of  our  men  had  previously  received  as  prison- 
ers, I  have  less  pride  in  what  was  accomplished 
than  in  what  was  omitted.  The  steadiness, 
valor,  and  self-denial  of  the  men  are  beycnvl  my 
praise.  It  eives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
my  great  oUigations  to  regimental  conunanders 
and  to  the  several  members  of  my  staff. 

I  remain,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

0.  H.  La  Grucob, 

Colonel  Gomnumdiiig. 
Major  Jas.  H.  Bacon, 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Cavalry  DlTiiion,  H.  D.  11 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SECOND  DIVISION. 

HxADquiBiSRS  Sboond  Dmsoir,  Cayaibt  Corfs^') 

HiuzABY  Dimioir  or  va*  Mbwbmph,  v 

SnxA,  At^. ,  AprU  7, 186S.    J 

Majob— I  have  the  honor  to  mdce  the  follow- 
ing r^ort  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division 
from  the  time  of  leaving  Chickasaw,  Alabama, 
on  the  twentY-second  day  of  March,  until  the 
capture  of  Sehna,  Alabama,  on  the  second  day 
of  April: 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of 
March,  my  conmiand  moved  from  Chickasaw,  the 
train  having  preceded  it  two  days.  My  pro- 
gress was  delayed  by  the  pontoon  train,  which 
was  placed  under  my  charge,  and  the  excessive 
badness  of  the  roads  that  we  were  forced  to 
travel.  My  division  arrived  at  Montevallo  on 
the  thirly-nrst  of  March,  having  crossed  Buz- 
zard Roost  mountains,  forded  the  deep  ^nd 
rapid  waters  of  the  Black  and  Little  Warrior, 
and  crossed  the  Cahawba  on  a  narrow  railroad 
bridge.  At  Montevallo  I  found  the  Fourth  di- 
vision were  a  few  miles  in  advance  and  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy. 

I  went  into  camp  near  the  town.  On  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  April,  I  moved  out  on  the 
main  Belma  road  and  struck  the  enemy  near 
Randolph,  and  commenced  skirmishing  with 
him.  The  Seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers 
were  in  the  advance,  and  four  companies  were 
ordered  forward  and  instructed  to  press  the 
enemy  vigorously  and  charge  them  whenever 
they  attempted  to  stand.  Sdrmished  briskly 
until  the  enemy  reached  Ebenezer  Church,  six 
miles  north  of  PlantersviUe,  where  they  were 
found  in  force  and  seemingly  determined  on 
making  a  stand. 

The  remainder  of  the  Beventy-eeoond  Indiana 


was  brought  forward,  dismounted,  and  fomed 
on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy's  lines  were 
soon  broken  and  a  charge  was  made  by  four 
companies  of  t^e  Seventeenth  Indiana  volun- 
teers, with  sabres,  under  Lieutenant-Monei 
Frank  White.  They  charged  over  a  mfle,  cut- 
ting through  the  enemy's  lines  and  rea(^ing 
their  artillery,  four  pieces,  which  bid  been 
firing  on  them  heavily  as  they  advanced.  Oar 
chai^^ing  force  beine  mueh  scattered,  and  t 
second  and  stronger  line  of  battle  conirontiDg 
them  and  pouring  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  tt^j 
were  forced  to  turn  to  the  left  and  cut  their  wtj 
out,  resulting  in  the  loss,  however,  of  Captain 
Taylor  and  sixteen  men,  who  charged  through 
and  were  either  killed  or  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands. 

The  enemy  commenced  falling  back  immedi- 
ately, and  the  Fourth  division,  striking  them  cm 
the  left, 'they  fled  in  confusJAn,  leaving  three 
pieces  of  artillery  in  our  hands,  also  a  number 
of  prisoners.  They  succeeded  in  carrying  off 
most  of  their  killed  and  wounded.  lieutenant^ 
Colonel  Frank  White,  Seventeenth  Indiaoa  vol- 
unteers, distinguished  himself  greatiy  by  hii 
gallantry  in  this  action. 

No  further  opposition  was  met  that  evening, 
and  I  went  into  camp  at  PlantersviUe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  of  April  I 
moved  at  six  a.  m.  on  the  main  Belma  road,  meet- 
me  with  butHttie  resistance.  When  within  six 
miles  of  t^e  ci(^,  I  moved  to  the  risht,  tding 
the  Summerfield  and  Selma  road,  and  at  three 
p.  M.  the  head  of  the  column  airived  in  front  c^ 
the  works  on  the  soutii-west  side  of  the  city. 
My  command  was  at  once  dismounted,  tiking 
position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.  Dur- 
ing this  time  I  was  engaged  in  a  personal  in- 
spection of  the  enemy's  works,  with  a  view  of 
learning,  if  possible,  their  relative  strei^^  snd 
position.  While  my  lines  were  forming,  the 
enemy  kept  up  a  rapid  firing  with  his  artiH^, 
which,  although  well  directed,  did  but  Ktfle 
damage.  A  short  time  before  the  formation 
was  completed  I  addressed  a  note  to  Major  E. 
B.  Beaumont,  A.  A.  Qeneral,  cavalry  corps,  M.  D. 
M.,  stating  that  I  thought  that  it  was  most  too 
large  an  undertaking  tor  one  division  alone  to 
assault  the  works  in  my  front;  but  that  if  Gen- 
eral Upton,  who  was  just  coming  with  his  di- 
vision into  position  on  my  left,  on  the  nuin 
Selma  road,  would  leave  a  ^in  line  bf  skirmish- 
ers in  his  front  and  place  his  division  in  rear  of 
mine,  that  I  would  lead  with  my  division  in  the 
assault  At  this  time  the  Brevet  Major-General 
commanding  cavalry  corps,  M.  D.  M.,  rode  up, 
who  first  agreed  to  this  proposition,  as  I  unde^ 
stood,  but  afterwards  changed  his  mind,  and 
stated  that  he  would  have  G^eral  Upton,  as 
soon  to  he  got  into  position,  push  forward  on 
the  left,  at  a  signal  gun  fr^m  bis  battery ;  it 
which  time  I  must  also  advance  with  my  divis- 
ion. About  this  time  frequent  reports  were 
brought  to  me  that  there  was  a  force  of  rebel 
cava&y,  estimated  from  five  hundred  to  one 
thousand  men,  skirmishing  with  my  rear  and 
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firing  into  ike  pack  stock  and  led  animals,  and 
threatening  to  make  an  attack  in  force.  Fear- 
ine  that  some  confusion  woold  resnlt  amone  the 
led  animals  by  this  attack  in  my  rear,  ana  the 
enemy  gaining  strengtii  in  my  front  every  mo- 
ment, I  determined  to  make  the  assault  at  once, 
withoat  any  farther  delay  or  waiting  for  the 
signal  gim  on  Ihe  left  I  moved  forward  at  five 
p.  iL,  my  entire  line  advancing  promptly,  and  in 
less  than  twenty-five  minutes  after  the  com- 
mand to  advance  had  been  given,  the  works 
were  onrs. 

The  works  carried  consisted  of  a  heavy  line 
of  earthworks,  eight  to  twelve  feet  in  height 
and  fifteen  feet  in  thickness  at  the  base,  with  a 
ditch  in  front,  partly  filled  by  water,  four  feet 
in  width  and  five  feet  deep,  and  in  front  of  this 
a  stockade  or  picket  of  heavv  posts  planted 
firmly  in  the  ground,  five  feet  high  and  sharp- 
ened at  the  top.  JFour  heavy  forts,  with  artil- 
leiy  in  position,  alSo  covered  the  ground  over 
which  the  men  advanced.  The  ground  was 
rough,  and  a  deep  ravine  had  to  be  passed  be- 
fore the  works  could  be  reached.  The  men 
folly  understood  the  difficulties  before  them; 
there  was  no  flinching ;  all  seemed  confident  of 
their  ability  to  overcome  them.  As  soon  as  we 
nncovered  the  hiU  about  Six  hundred  yards 
from  the  earthworks,  the  enemy  opened  a  rapid 
and  destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
on  the  line,  but  we  moved  forward  steadily  until 
within  short  range,  when  a  rapid  fire  was 
opened  by  our  Spencers,  and  witn  a  cheer  the 
men  started  for  the  works  on  a  run.  Sweeping 
forward  in  solid  line,  over  fences  and  ravines — 
scaling  the  stockade  and  on  the  works  with  re- 
sistless force,  the  enemy  fighting  stubbornly — 
many  of  them  clubbing  their  guns,  but  forced 
to  repeat  in  the  greatest  disorder— our  men 
continuing  in  pursuit  through  the  city  and  tak- 
iogmany  prisoners. 

The  troops  confronting  me  behind  the  breast- 
works were  composed  of  a  portion  of  General 
Forrest's  command,  which  are  regarded  as  the 
best  troops  in  the  West  Accordme  to  Qeneral 
Forrest's  own  statement,  under  a  &g  of  truce 
to  the  Brevet  Major-Qeneral  oommandine  cav- 
alry corps,  M.  D.  M.,  his  force  exceeded  the  as- 
aaolting  force  in  numbers,  my  entire  force  in 
the  ch^e,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  officers  and 
men.  l£e  carrying  of  these  works  and  the 
town  by  my  division,  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
oyer  two  thousand  prisoners,  although  this 
division  did  not  stop  or  take  time  to  pick  them 
q>  or  gather  them  together,  and  only  between 
six  hundred  and  one  thousand  were  collected 
by  the  Provost  Marshals,  their  guards,  and  other 
officers  and  men  not  otherwise  occupied.  We 
captured  no  less  than  twenty  pieces  of  artillery 
in  position,  including  one  thirty-pound  Parrot  I, 
aud  a  large  number  of  small  arms  were  taken 
and  destroyed. 

When  within  one  hundred  and  fi^  yards  of 
the  works,  on  the  Summer  field  and  Selma  road, 
I  was  wounded  and  carried  oflf  the  field.  A 
short  time  after  which  General  Wilson  was  rid- 


ing by  and  inquired  of  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieu- 
tenant Beiring,  if  we  had  carried  the  works.  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  answer  in 
the  affiynnative. 

The  Chicago  B.  T.  Battery,  commanded  by 
Captain  George  J.  Robinson,  occupied  a  position 
on  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  my  line.  Their  rapid 
and  effective  firing  contributed  greatly  to  the 
demoralization  of  the  enemy.  It  was  afterwards 
reported  to  me  that  this  battery  did  good  and 
efficient  service  in  assisting  the  driving  of  the 
enemy  through  and  beyond  the  town.  Al- 
though not  personally  co^izant  of  the  part  it 
took  throughout  the  entire  action,  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  had  always 
executed  its  work  hitherto,  that  it  did  every- 
thing possible  to  be  done. 

Our  loss,  although  slight  compared  to  the 
work  accomplished,  would  have  been  much  less 
had  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry  charged  as  I 
ordered  on  the  left  of  the  line  in  front  of  the 
batterv,  and  thus  covered  a  work  which  enfiladed 
our  whole  line,  instead  of  remaining  as  it  did, 
through  some  mistake  of  the  regimental  or  bri- 
gade commander,  with  and  in  support  of  the 
battery. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  division,  refrain 
from  stating  what  the  Brevet  Major-General 
commanding  cavalry  corps  must  know  to  be  a 
fact,  that  this  was  the  decisive  fight  of  the  cam- 
paign— ^that  the  crushing  and  demoralizing  de- 
feat here  given  to  the  Confederate  forces  op- 
posing us  contributed  in  no  small  de^ee  to  the 
success  of  our  expedition,  and  in  nict  by  de- 
feating them  so  badly  as  to  render  any  further 
resistance  on  their  part  out  of  the  question,  aud 
made  the  latter  portion  of  the  campaign  oom- 
paratively  a  work  of  ease.  In  this  a%iir  the 
entire  division  did  their  whole  duty,  tiiaii  which 
no  greater  praise  can  be  given  to  a  soldier. 
The  First  brigade,  commanded  by 'Colonel  A.  0. 
Miller,  Seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers,  owing 
to  longer  practice,  and  being  more  accustomed 
to  fighting  on  foot,  probably  kept  a  better  line 
than  the  Second  brigade,  but  so  far  as  courage 
is  concerned  and  the  time  that  dififerent  regi- 
ments and  portions  of  the  division  approached 
the  works,  no  appreciable  difference  could  be 
seen,  or  was  reported  to  me.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  it  was  a  depot  of  ammunition, 
which  supplied  a  large  portion  of  the  so-called 
Southern  Confederacy,  the  importance  of  its  cap- 
ture cannot  well  be  magnified.  Where  all  por- 
tions of  the  command  have  done  their  duty  so 
faithfully  and  well  during  the  entire  mardb,  it 
would  seem  unjust  to  make  special  mention  of 
individuals ;  but  I  feel  compelled  to  mention  a 
few  instances  of  gallantry  in  action  where  the 
persons  mentioned  here  had  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  themselves,  and  whose 
conduct  in  action  came  under  my  own  personal 
observation.  Of  this  dass  I  must  mention  Cap- 
tain T.  W.  Scott,  Ninety-eighth  lUinoia  volun- 
teers, my  A.  A.  A.  GeneraJ;  Captain  W.  W. 
Shoemaker,  Fourth  0.  V.  cavalry,  A.  D.  C; 
Lieutenant  Henry  Deiring,  Fourth  0.  V.  cav- 
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airy,  A.  D.  C^  and  Lieutenant  S.  S.  Colbertaon, 
Nineteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Assistant 
Ck>m.  Musters,  who  were  by  my  side,  and  de- 
ported themselves  during  the  whole  iSght  witii 
all  the  courage  of  tnie  and  gallant  soldiers ; 
Captain  W.  B.  Gates,  Third  0.  V.  cavahy,  Pro- 
vost-Marshal ;  Capt  J.  N.  Squire,  Third  0.  V. 
cavalry,  A.  A.  I.  General ;  Captain  P.  B.  Lewis, 
Third  0.  V.  caval^,  Topographical  Engineer ; 
Lieutenant  J.  B.  Hayden,  Eleventh  0.  V.  cav- 
ahry,  A.  C.  S. ;  Lieutenant  W.  N.  McDonald,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers, 
Ord.  0£Scer ;  and  Captain  Hartraupt,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  commanding  escort,  were 
on  duty  in  other  portions  of  the  neld  under  the 
enemy's  fire,  and  distinguished  themselves  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  their  orders. 

For  gallant  services,  Colonel  A.  0.  Miller, 
Seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers,  commanding 
First  brigade  (severely  wounded) ;  Colonel  R.  iC 
G.  Afinty,  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  command- 
ing Second  brigade ;  Colonel  C.  C.  McCormidc, 
commanding  Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
(severely  wounded);  Colonel  J.  G.  Vail,  com- 
mandii^  Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers ;  Lieu- 
tenant-GDlonel  Jonathan  Brings,  commanding 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volim- 
teers  (severely  wounded);  Ldeutenant-Colonel 
K  Kitchell,  commanding  Ninety-eighth  Dlinois 
volunteers;  LieutenantpColonel  Frank  White, 
Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers;  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel G.  W.  Dobbs,  Fourth  Ohio  volunteer 
cavalry,  killed  in  action.  I  would  respectfully, 
but  most  urgently,  recommend  Captam  A.  6. 
Miller  and  R.  H.  G.  Minty  to  the  rank  of  Briga- 
dier-General;  the  others  to  Brevet  Brigadier- 
Generals. 

To  the  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the  division, 
Frederick  Oarpe,  much  praise  is  due  for  his 
prompt  attention  to  the  wounded,  and  his  able 
administration  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  division ;  Major  Archer,  Third  Ohio  volun- 
teers, commanding  train  guard;  Captain  S.  B. 
Coe,  Third  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry ;  A^  A.  Q.  M. 
Lieutenant  T.  G.  Pattin,  Seventeenth  Indiana 
volunteers;  Lieutenant  John  Bennett,  Fourth 


Michigan  oavahry,  and  the  pioneers  iradcr  their 
chaixe,  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  sac- 
cessud  manner  in  which  the  division  and  pon- 
toon train  were  brought  through,  and  for  wax 
untiring  industnr  on  all  occasions;  and  tbe 
division  is,  in  tact,  mainly  indebted  to  their 
individual  exertions  for  the  presence  of  the 
train  with  them  at  this  time. 

To  Captain  T.  W.  Scott,  Ninety-ei^th  SlinDii 
volunteers.  Acting  Assistant  Adjutaut^enenl 
of  the  division,  for  his  industry,  energy,  aod 
sound  iudgment,  and  faithful  performance  of  bis 
manifold  dutiee  under  all  circumstances,  I  sm 
greatly  indebted,  and  would  respectfully  and 
most  urgently  recommend  as  only  a  just  reoon- 
pense  for  his  gallant  services  that  he  receive 
the  appointment  of  captain  and  A.  A.  General 
United  States  Volunteers,  or  that  his  services 
in  some  other  manner  be  fittingly  acknowledged 
by  such  promotion  as  can  be  nanted  him,  con- 
sistent with  the  interests  of  toe  service. 

Private  Henry  Prince,  (Meiiy,  and  Bqder 
Henry  Grible,  Fourth  Ohio  volunteer  cawy, 
were  with  me  during  the  entire  action,  and  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  coolness  and 
bravery  while  in  discharge  of  their  duties.  I 
regret  to  report  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George  W.  Dobbs,  Fourth  Ohio  volunteer 
cavalry,  and  the  other  l»rave  officers  and  men 
who  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle,  whose  names 
will  be  found  in  the  list  of  casualties  here  ap- 
pended. But  it  is  a  proud  and  consoling 
thought  in  the  remembrance  held  of  them  by 
their  friends  to  know  that  they  died  a  noble 
death,  their  faces  to  the  enemy  and  battling  for 
their  country's  cause. 

For  individual  acts  of  gallantry  which  did 
not  come  under  my  personal  observation,  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  &e  accompany- 
ing reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  oom- 
manders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Eli  Loifo, 
Bd0uUer-O«Ben].  United  Suut  ntutmn, 
Oomnuakding  dlviiloa. 
To  Major  E.  B.  Beaumont, 
A.Xo.,c.a,M.aM. 


Bepari  qf  oasttaUiea  in  the  Seoond  division,  Cavalry  carps,  in  the  action  (fAprHJIrsl,  1865, 
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HBAXNiajjanaSivBrmiiralsDUNi  MomncD) 
iBFinsT,  Sblma,  April  6, 1866.    / 

Ccg^n  O,  F.  Bane.  A.  A.  A.  Q.,  Fint  brigade, 

Second  division.  Cavalry  Corps. 

%ar—l  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  reeiment  in  the 
amir  near  Bogues  Greek,  on  April  first,  1865, 
and  the  taJdng  of  8e]ma  on  April  second,  1865. 

On. the  first  instant  the  regiment  was  the 
diird  in  the  order  of  march  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  foUowinjz:  the  retreating  enemy  in  the 
direction  of  Sehna,  drivinff  them,  and  continually 
d[irmishing  with  them.  The  advance  had  pnshed 
them  easily  until  near  Bogues  Greek  (twentv 
miles  from  Selma).  Here  they  made  a  stand, 
and  offered  a  good  deal  of  resistance  to  our 
further  advance.  Four  companies  of  this  regi- 
ment beii^  armed  with  sabres  (companies  ^  E," 
**6,''"H,*^and  "F),  were  ordered  forward  by 
Colonel  A.  0.  Miller,  commanding  First  brigade. 
Second  division,  Cavalry  corps,  to  charge  tlie 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  White  took  com- 
mand of  them,  and  moved  forward,  charging 
the  enemy,  who  were  engaging  our  skirmishers, 
ovtttaking  Patterson's  regiment,  and  running 
past  them,  sabering  a  nmnber  of  them. 

Dashing  on,  thev  struck  the  enemy's  line  of 
batde  about  one  nme  from  where  the  charge  com- 
menodd,  chafed  on  &nd  cut  through  them  imder 
a  fierce  fire,  and  reached  the  enemy's  artillery 
(lOTir  pieces)  which  had  been  Bring  on  them  as 
the?  advanced.  Here  Lieut^ant^^olonel  White, 
finding  another  line  of  battle  of  the  enemy  con- 
fronting him,  and  firing  on  him,  having  so  few 
men,  and  being  so  fax  firom  support,  turned  dff 
the  road  into  Ihe  woods  to  the  left,  charging  on 
the  enemy  there,  and  cutting  his  way  out  with' 
bis  command,  with  the  exception  of  Captain 
Vol.  XI— Doa       43 


Taylor  and  sixteen  enlisted  men.  The  captain 
had  command  of  the  advance  company  ("  G"), 
and  did  not  hear  the  order  to  turn  off  uie  xosi^, 
so  he  charged  on  past  the  artillery,  cutting 
pght  and  leftamon^  the  enemy,  until  shot  down 
by  them.  Of  the  sixteen  enlisted  men  following 
him,  six  were  killed,  five  wounded,  and  ^y^ 
were  taken  prisoners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  White  having  to  fall  back 
with  his  command,  could  not  retain  or  bring  off 
the  captured  artillery.  When  the  enemy  after- 
ward fell  back  they  left  one  twelve-pounder 
howitzer  on  the  field,  one  wheel  being 
broken  by  the  horses  rushing  against  it  in 
charging.  T^re  were  about  one  hundred  of 
the  enemy  captured,  but  being  unable  to  guard 
them,  they  escaped,  with  the  exception  of  abqut 
sixteen  or  twenty. 

The  four  companies  that  took  part  in  the 
affair  numbered  about  two  hundred  men.  The 
loss  was :  Killed,  one  commissioned  and  seven 
enlisted;  wounded,  eleven  enhsted;  missing, 
five  enlisted. 

The  enemy's  loss  cannot  be  ascertained.  It 
cannot  have  been  less  than  fifty  killed  and 
wounded,  far  more  than  that  number  having 
been  sabred.  They  got  their  killed  and  wound- 
ed off  the  field,  wim  the  exception  of  one.  killed 
and  ten  wounded,  who  fell  into  our  hands. 

We  camped  for  the  night  near  Plantersville, 
On  the  second  instant  the  march  toward  Selma 
was  resumed,  and  we  marched  on  thd  Planters- 
ville road  until  within  six  miles  of  Selma.  We 
then  moved  on  a  cross-road  to  the  Summerfield 
road,  and  advanced  by  it  On  arriving  wi&in 
sight  of  the  enemy's  works  that  encirled  Selma, 
we  were  dismounted  by  order,  and  formed  in 
single  rank  in  line  of  batlie.     The  line  was 
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diarged  shortly  afterwards,  and  the  regiment 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  At  about 
Qve  F.  M.  we  were  ordered  to  coouneDce  the  at- 
tack on  the  works,  and  we  advanced  across  an 
open  field  and  swamp,  across  a  deep  rayine,  and 
up  to  the  enemj's  works,  under  a  terrible  fire 
m>m  the  enemy's  line  behind  the  works.  As 
we  advanced,  we  delivered  onr  fire  rapidly — 
drove  the  enemy  from  their  breastworks,  and 
breaking  through  the  palisades,  rushed  over  the 
works  and  through  the  embrasures  of  the  forts, 
cheering  and  firing.  The  enemy,  driven  back, 
fought  stubbornly.  The  enemy's  batteries  fired 
witn  seemingly  Httle  efifect,  injuring  but  few  of 
our  men.  The  left  of  the  regiment  was  oppo- 
site to,  and  took,  forts  numb^s  fifteen  and  six- 
teen, and  the  centre  and  right  to  fort  number 
seventeen,  and  the  lunette  near  fort  number 
eighteen,  and  fort  number  nineteen.  The  enemy 
having  fallen  back  to  the  railroad,  whidi  served 
them  as  a  breastwork  (being  about  three  feet 
higher  than  the  adjacent  ground),  we  reformed 
our  lide  preparatory  to  advancing  on  them. 

At  this  time  Colonel  MUler  bemg  wounded-^ 
I  beine  next  in  rank,  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  turned  over  the  command  of  the 
regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  f^unk  White. 

Sufficient  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  regiment  for  their  gallantry  and 
for  the  promptitude  in  which  every  order  was 
executed.  To  mention  acts  of  individual 
bravery,  would  be  to  speak  of  ev^  man  of  the 
regiment  engaged.  Special  mention,  however ,- 
is  due  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frank  White  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  four  companies  engaged 
on  the  first  instant,  for  their  bntvery  and  for 
liie  gallant  manner  in  which  they  broke  through 
the  enemy's  lines,  ran  over  their  artiUery  an4 
sabred  their  men,  and  then  in  the  face  of  such 
overwhelming  numbers,  cut  their  way  out. 

For  the  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  and  offi- 
cial figures,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  F.  White,  to  whom  \  turned  over 
the  regiment 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  G.  Vail, 

Colonel  BeTenfteenih  In41ana  Volnnteen. 

HBADqiuiBiBKraimnDRB  Ihduxa  VounmBU,  I 
Apra6,1866.     ] 

(kmiain  0.  F,  Bane,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Fint  brigade, 

d&Kmd  division,  C.  CL 

Sir — On  the  second  instant  the  command  of 
the  raiment  having  been  turned  over  to  me  bv 
Cobnel  J.  G.  YaU  shortly  after  passing  through 
liie  enemy's  works,  and  the' enemy  being  in  force 
in  our  firont  behind  the  railroad  embaidonent 
and  in  the  interior  forts,  I  moved  forward  witii 
the  regiment,  charged  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  position,  and  followed  them  into  town 
so  closely  that  they  had  no  time  to  rally.  On 
assuming  command  the  reg^ent  almost  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  held  all  the  raround  between  the 
Summerfield  road  on  the  I^  and  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  right,  and  in  advancing  into  town 
we  moved  parallel  with  the  western  line  of  de- 
fences of  the  town,  and  inside  of  them,  driving 


the  enemy  from  all  along  the  Kne,  and  taking  all 
the  forts  from  No.  18  to  the  river  on  tiie  west 
side  of  town.  We  captured  four  pieces  of 
itftilleiT  in  the  worin,  also  &eir  caissons.  We 
took  during  the  fight  about  three  hundred 
prisoners^duding  most  of  the  First  Mississippi 
regiment,  and  a  la^e  portion  of  the  Tenth  Mu- 
sissippi  re^^iment,  with  the  cdond,  lieuteoaot- 
colonel,  major,  and  adjutant,  of  the  former  r^ 
ment.  Colonel  White  of  the  Eighth  MiMtisBippi, 
and  a  number  of  officers  of  inferior  rank,  like 
prisoners  were'  sent  to  the  rear,  and  were 
turned  over  to  and  picked  up  by  various  officers 
having  dtaige  of  prisoners.  We  also  captored 
the  ordinance  wagons  of  Armstrong^  bngade, 
(two  in  number)  destroyed  the  ammunition  and 
retained  the  ws^ons.  We  took  into  actios 
seventeen  oommissoned  officers  and  four  him- 
dred  and  four  enHsted  men. 

We  lost  as  fdlows: 

JEiOmi— Enlisted  men  12  ;  total  killed  12. 

TFoimdoci— Commissioned  officers  7,  enHsted 
men  78;  total  wounded  80.  Aggregate  kffled 
and  wounded  92. 

To  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  1  return 
my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  unflinohing  gal- 
lantly. * 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Fbamk  WHm, 
liMUna&t  Oommandlng  Seveoteealh  Inditna  VoloBtaen. 


Bkxmto  Dirmosr  GATiurr  Govs,  Ml  D.  IL  V 
an«A,ALABAii4,  April  7, 188ft.    J 

Ckmtain  T.  W.  8eoU,  A.  A.  A.  GtnereU,  Second 

diHsion, 

Captain — I  have  the  honor  to  make  Ae  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  tiie  engagements  of  April  first  and  second : 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  instant  we  moved 
at  5:30  o'clock  from  our  camp  near  Randolph, 
and  after  passing  through  that  place  our  ad- 
vance struck  the  enemy  and  commenced  ddr- 
mishing.  The  SeVenty-second  Indiank  vohm- 
teers  were  in  the  advance,  and  four  companks 
of  that  regiment  under  charge  of  fi^jor  L.  S. 
Eilhom,  were  sent  forward  with  instruotion  to 
press  the  enemy  as  vigorously  as  possible. 
This  was  done  so  effedively,  diarging  Utem 
whenever  tiiey  made  a  stand,  tiiat  al&ongh  they 
were  skimushing  all  the  time  our  columa  was 
scarcely  halted,  until  we  arrived  near  a  littie 
station  on  the  railroad,  some  five  miles  north  of 
Ranters ville,  where  we  found  tiie  enemy  iu 
force,  and  seemingly  determined  to  make  a  stand. 
The  remainder  of  the  Seventv-second  Indiana 
Volunteers  was  here  brought  fonrard,  dis- 
mounted, and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  at  the  sam*  time  I  directed  Colonel  Yai^ 
commanding  Seventh  Indiana  volunteers,  io 
send  forward  four  companies  armed  with  sabres 
to  charge  the  enemy  as  soon  as  his  lines  were 
broken.  They  reported  under  command  of 
Lieutenant€olonel  Frank  White,  and  tite 
•Seventy-second  Indiana  voluntem  htvinr 
brdcen  the  first  line  of  the  enemy,  Colona 
White  was  at  once  ordered  to  cha4;e  the  re- 
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treating  foe.  For  particiilan  of  liiis  charge  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Colonel  J.  G.  Vail,  coDimanding  Seyenteenth  In- 
diana  volunteers.  Great  credit  is  due  Colonel 
White,  and  the  men  under  his  command,  for 
their  hraveiy  and  gallant  conduct,  and  although 
repulsed  by  the  immensely  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  thtfe  is  no  doubt  but  this  charge  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  demoralization  which 
8oon  after  ensued  in  the  rebel  ranks,  and  caused 
tbem  to  retreat  in  the  utmost  confusion,  as  soon 
m  an  attack  was  made  by  Greneral  Upton's 
dirision,  which  arrived  about  this  time  on  a 
road  to  ^.left  of  where  we  were  moving. 
Finding  there  was  a  heavier  force  than  we  ex- 
pected, by  the  direction  of  General  Long,  my 
brigade  was  placed  in  line,  the  Seventeenth  In- 
diana volunteers  on  the  right.  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers  the  right  cen- 
tre, Ninety-eighth  Illinois  volunteers  the  left, 
and  Seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers  the  left 
centre,  and  moved  forward  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble; but  the  ground  beiitg  very  rough  and 
broken  we  were  imable  to  overtake  the  enemy, 
who  was  rapidly  retreating,  and  we  were  or- 
dered to  remount  and  move  forward  on  horse- 
back. Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  one 
officer  and  seven  men  killed,  one  officer  and 
fourteen  men  wounded,  and  five  men  missing. 
We  captured  one  twe]veH)ounder  brass  piece, 
a  numbei^  of  small  arms,  whidh  were  broken  up, 
and  secured  about  thirty  prisoners. 

We  camped  that  night  near  Plantersville,  and 
on  &e  second  instant  moved  at  half-past  six 
A.  M.  in  rear  of  the  Second  brigade,  and  arrived 
in  front  of  the  works  of  Selma,  on  the  Summer- 
field  road,  northwest  of  the  city  about  three 
o'elock  p.  M. 

By  direction  of  tlie  general  commanding  the 
division  I  formed  mv  brigade  om  the  left  of  the 
Second  brigade  and  battery,  with  the  Ninety- 
eighth  Illinois  volunteers  on  the  right,  Seven- 
teenth Indiana  volunteers  in  the  centre,  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volun- 
teers on  t^e  left,  and  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy ; 
four  companies  of  the  Sev^ty-second  Indiana 
volunteers  had  been  detailed  to  take  charge  of 
the  division  pack- train,  five  additional  com- 
panies were  detailed  to  picket  the  roads  in  our 
rear,  leaving  only  one  company  of  this  regiment^ 
which  was  dismounted  and  held  in  reserve. 
Soon  after  forming  on  this  line  four  conipanies 
were  detailed  from  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois 
volunteers  to  £o  in  pursuit  of  a  rebel  wagon 
tram,  for  particulars  of  which  expedition.  I 
would  respM&ctfuIIy  refer  you  to  report  of  Lieu- 
tenan^colon^  Kitchell,  commanding  Ninety- 
eighth  Illinois  volunteers.  We  remained  in 
position  skhmishing  with  good  effect  until  the 
vran|ements  for  ue  attack  had  been  com- 
pletea,  when  I  mov^  my  brifi;ade  bv  direction 
of  General  Loog,  by  the  right  flank,  p^st  the 
Second  brigade,  and  formed  my  line  on  the  ri^ht 
is aravine  and  under  cover  of  a  hilL    My  line 


was  formed  with  the  Seventeenth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers on  the  right.  Ninety-eighth  Illinois 
volunteers,  six  companies,  in  the  centre,  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volun- 
teers on  the  left,  connectinr  with  the  Second 
brigade.  The  Ninety-eighth  and  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers  were 
formed  in  single  rank,  and  the  Seventeenth  In- 
diana volunt^rs  was  formed  in  double  rank, 
wit^  instructions  to  deploy  to  the  right  as  soon 
as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit  a 
single  rank  formation.  While  forming  this  line 
the  enemy  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  from  his  artillerv, 
which,  although  well  directed,  did  very  little 
damage.  , 

The  works  to  be  carried  consisted  of  a  heavy 
line  of  earthworks  from  eifi^ht  to  twelve  feet 
high,  and  fifteen  feet  in  thidmess  at  the  base, 
with  a  ditch  in  front  four  feet  wide  and  five 
feet  deep,  parUy  filled  with  water,  and  in  front 
of  this  diton  a  stockade  or  picket  of  heavy  posts 
placed  firmly  in  the  spround  five  feet  high,  and 
sharpened  at  tiie  ends.  There  Hf^e  also  four 
lieavv  forts  with  artillery  mounted,  and  cover- 
ing the  ground  over  which  we  had  to  advance. 
The  ground  was  rough,  with  a  fence  and  deep 
ravine  to  cross  before  reaching  the  works. 
The  men  folly  understood  the  dimculties  before 
them,  but  there  was  no  flinching,  and  aU  seemed 
confident  of  their  ability  to  accomplish  what- 
ever slumkl  be  ordered. 

About  five  o'clock  the  charge  was  ordered 
and  the  whole  line  moved  promptly  forward. 
As  soon  as  we  uncovered  the  mil,  about  six 
hundred  yards  firom  the  earthworks,  l^e  enemy 
opened  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery  upon  the  line,  but  it  moved  steadily 
forward  until  within  short  range,  when  a  rapid 
fire  was  opened  from  our  Spencer  rifles,  and 
with  a  cheer  the  men  started  for  the  works  on 
the  run.  They  swept  forward  in  a  solid  line 
over  the  fence,  apross  the  deep  ravine,  over  the 
pickets  of  the  stockade  and  the  works  with  re- 
sistless force.  The  enemy  fought  stubbornly, 
many  of  them  clubbing  their  guns  upon  us  as 
we  were  climbing  the  works,  but  they  were 
compelled  to  retreat  I  was  wounded  before 
reacning  the  works,  and  being  unable  to  pro- 
ceed feyrther,  I  sent  word  to  Colonel  J.  G.  Vail, 
Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers,  to  take  cob^ 
mand  of  the  brigade,  but  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  my  men  beyond  the  works  before  I 
was  remeved  from  the  field. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  mention  in- 
dividual acts  of  Dravery  in  either  officers  or 
men,  as  I  would  have, to  menticm  every  one  en- 
gaged. Ail  the  regiments  did  equally  well,  and 
Uie  work  accomplished  shows  for  itself.  I  in- 
structed the  men  before  starting  on  the  charge 
that  the  works  were  to  be  taken,  and  knew  Hier 
would  do  it  No  one  faltered,  and  I  am  proud 
to  say  that  they  have  never  failea  to  do  the 
work  assigned  diem,  however  difficult  or  hsus- 
ardous,  and  the  history  pf  ihe  war  will  not 
show  another  instance  where  such  formidable 
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works,  well  manned  and  defended  with  men  and 
artillery,  have  been  stormed  and  captured  hj  a 
single  line  of  men  without  support 

In  oonsequenee  of  the  heavy  details  from  my 
brigade  I  had  only  forty-two  officers  and  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen  men  engaged  in  the  ac- 
tion. Of  this  number  we  had  one  officer  and 
twenty-eight  enlisted  men  killed,  and  eighteen 
officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  men 
wounded.  To  Colonel  J.  0.  Vail,  commanding 
Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  KitcheU,  conmianding  Ninety-Eighth 
Illinois  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jon- 
athan Bi^gs,  commanding  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-thnrd  Illinois  volunteers,  my  heartfelt 
thanks  are  due  for  their  gallant  conduct  and 
their  aid  and  assistance  throughout  the  entire 
engagement  Lieutenant^lonel  Biggs  deserves 
great  credit  for  his  efforts  to  bring  every  man 
possible  into  action,  leaving  only  one  in  eight 
with  his  horses.  I  regret  to  state  that  this  offi- 
cer was  dangerously  wounded  after  crossing 
ih^'e  works,  and  while  chai^g  the  woods  b^ 
tween  the  works  and  the  city.  The  ground 
over  which  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
niinois  volunteers  and  left  of  the  Ninety-eighth 
Illinois  volunteers  advanced  was  more  favorable 
than  the  rest,  and  they  were  first  inside  of  the 
rebel  works. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois 
volunteers  has  the  honor  of  planting  the  first 
stand  of  colors  on  the  fortifications.  My  thanks 
are  due  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  G.  Thomson, 
commanding  Seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers, 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  for 
the  able  maimer  in  which  they  repulsed  an  at- 
tack upon  our  rear  while  the  engagement  was 
going  on,  and  for  the  support  given  our  battery 
by  ue  company  that  was  formerly  placed  in 
reserve.  Great  credit  is  due  the  officers  of  my 
staff  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  engage- 
ment Lieutenant  H.  M.  Ashmore,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers,  and 
aide-de-camp,  deserves  commendation  for  going 
through  the  action  on  horseback,  and  being  the 
first  person  to  enter  the  rebel  works  mounted. 

For  full  particulars  of  captures,  &c.,  I  would 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,  and  to  Colonel  J.  G.  Tail,  who  as- 
sumed command  of  the  brigade  after  it  entered 
the  works,  and  he  was  notified  of  my  being 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain,  very  respect- 
fully your  obedient  servant, 

A.O.  MiLLBS, 
OoloiMl  Serenty-Mconi  Indlaiia  Vohmtaeri, 

OomnMiMUDg  Brigade. 

HiAoqnjiBBis  fam  Brmum,  BWqbd  Diramr, G&TiurT\ 
Com,  M.  D.  IL,  ftEUlA,  AUL,  AvtU  7,  IMS.  / 

Captaik — I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
idTter  I  assumed  command  of  it  on  the  evening 
of  the  second  instant : 

On  being  notified  that  Colonel  Miller  was 
wounded  and  desired  me  to  take  command  of 


^e  brigade*  I  turned  over  the  comnumd  of  my 
own  regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frank 
White,  and  found  the  other  two  regiments,  the 
Ninety-eighth  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois  Volunteers,  near  the  left  flank  of 
the  inner  line  of  works  which  run  east  and  west 
With  the  Second  brigade  we  moved  along  ^ 
line  of  these  works  under  a  heavy  cross  me  of 
artillery  and  musketry  from  the  woiks  along  tiie 
line  and  the  depot  in  front  of  the  town  until  we 
reached  ^e  Plantersville  road,  where  I  fonned 
a  line  facing  the  tdwn.  I  placed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  KitcheD  with  his  regiment,  the  Ninetj- 
eighth  nUnoiB  volunteers,  along  the  line  of 
fence  in  firont  of  the  nitre  sheds,  and  to  the  1^ 
of  the  railroad  depot,  with  orders  to  hold  bia 
ground  untU  I  could  get  into  line  to  advance 
upon  the  town.  I  formed  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers  across  tbfi  ] 
Plantersville  rcMu],  and  a  portion  of  tiie  Second  1 
brigade  that  was  with  it  on  the  left  The  | 
Fourth  division  comine  up  at  this  time  several 
shots  were  exchanged  between  us,  when  I  rode 
out  of  the  works  to  ascertain  who  they  were, 
and  met  General  Upton's  column.  Colonel 
Minty  coming  up,  I  was  ordered  to  remain  in 

r)sition  on  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois  volunteers, 
went  into  camp  at  twelve  o*clock  at  night 
The  Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers  had  been 
operating  along  the  line  below  the  town,  and 
entered  it  about  the  same  time  with  General 
Upton.  As  they  were  not  under  mv*  personal 
directions  during  the  latter  part  of  the  engage-  j 
ment,  I  would  respectfullv  refer  you  to  the  re- 
port of  Lieutenant-Colonel  White  for  particulars 
of  their  operation. 

My  thanks  are  due  all  the  officers  and  men  for 
their  eallantry.  Lieutenant-Colonel  EitcheH,  com- 
manding Ninety-eighth  Illinois  volunteers,  and 
Captains  Wiley ,Wood,  and  DeLoi^,  One  Hoiidred 
and  Twenty-thffd  lUinoiB  volunteers,  are  deserv- 
ing  of  special  mention  for  their  promptness  and 
acts  of  oravery.  Captain  Wiley  with  a  squad 
of  men  captured  about  twenty  prisoners  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery  three  hundred  yards  in 
advance  of  the  line  and  east  of  the  Hantersville 
road.  Lieutenant^Ddonel  Thompson  and  Major 
L.  S.  Kilbum,  Seventy-second  Indiana  volun- 
teers, are  deserving  of  credit  for  their  prompt- 
ness in  supporting  the  battery  with  tiiat  portion 
of  the  regiment  not  on  picket 

Captain  0.  F.  Bane,  Lieutenant  £L  M.  Aab- 
more,  and  Lieutenant  G.  B.  Sweet,  of  Colonel 
Miller's  staff,  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
their  promptness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
and  for  their  courage.  Captam  W.  A.  Owena, 
Provost  Marshal,  is  entitled  to  'credit  for  his 
energv  and  industry  in  collecting  prisoners. 
Captain  John  C  Scott  brigade  inspector,  did 
good  service  during  the  action  by  giving  his 
personal  attention  to  t}ie  pickets  when  they  wore 
attacked.  I  would  especially  comm^  Ser- 
geant Jackson  S.  Ball,  Seventy-second  Indiana 
volunteers,  on  duty  at  brigade  headquarters, 
for  his  bravery  in  ridine  under  a  terrific  fire  to 
bring  me  the  news  of  Colonel  Miller  being 
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wounded,  and  for  his  energy  in  the  performance 
of  hia  duties  at  all  tiroes. 

We  assisted  in  capturing  no  less  than  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  all  mounted  and  in  position. 
We  had  no  men,  to  spare  to  guard  prisoners, 
and'  they  were  ordered  to  the  rear  as  fast  as 
captured,  and  were  gathered  up  by  parties  from 
our  own  and  other  commands.  We  only  claim 
credit  for  assisting  in  the  capture  of  all  prisoners 
taken  in  tiie  city.  A  large  number  of  small 
arms  were  captured  and  broken  up. 

I  am,  Captau,Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient 
senrant^ 

J.  G.  Vail, 

Oolonel  Seranteenth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Cbmmanding  Brigade. 
GsptaSn  T.  W.  Scott, 

A.  A.  A.  GeneraL 

HKJDqiDikKTBB  Fdbt  Brksidb,  SB(X)2n>  Drrmox.  Gatiukt) 
Ooara,  or  mi  Fuu»,  April  10, 18M.    } 

Captain — ^I  have  ttie  honor  to  make  \he  fol- 
lowing report  of  property,  &o,,  destroyed  to 
date: 

Two  (2)  miles  railroad,  four  (4)  railroad 
bridges,  two  (2)  foundries,  two  (2)  machine 
shops,  one  ^)  saw-mill,  one  (1)  turn-table,  five 
(5)  large  collieries ;  number  of  small  arms  broken 
up  estimated  at  seven  hundred;  number  of 
prisoners  turned  over  to  Division  Provost- 
Marshal,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five ;  number 
of  pieces  of  artillery  taken  by  this  brigade  alone, 
eujht;  also  assisted  in  the  capture  of  a  number 
of  other  pieces  with  the  Second  brigade.  Large 
details  at  work  in  Selma,  destroying  property 
for  five  days — ^no  inventory  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  G.  Vail, 

Colonel  Commanding  Brigade. 
Cbptain  T.  W.  Soott, 

A.  A.  A.  GeneraL 

BBADQDiaRRS  FOUBIH  MiGBIOjUr  OavAIXT,  \ 

Siucf ,  Alabama,  AprU  6, 1886.  / 
JHqJor  Robert  BvmSy  -4.  A.  A,  G.  Secoftd  Bri- 
mde,  Seoond  Division  Cavalry  Corps,  M.  D.  M, 
SiR^-Li  compHauce  with  orders  from  Division 
Brigade  Headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  as  a  report  of  the  part  tc^en 
by  tiiie  Foui#i  Michigan  cavahry  under  my  com- 
memd  in  the  engagement  of  the  second  instant, 
'which  resulted  in  the  cloture  of  the  city  of  Sel- 
ma, AlaVama. 

The  r^ment  moved  from  camp  one  mile 
north  of  Hantersville  on  the  morning  of  the  seo- 
ond, with  a  fighting  force  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  men  and  twentv-four  officers,  and  an  ag- 
|regate  strength  of  four  hundred  and  forfy- 
foor;  it  being  the  rear  regiment  of  the  brigade 
that  day,  not£ing  of  interest  above  the  ordinary 
incidents  of  a  march  occurred,  until  arriving  in 
firoD^f  the  fortification^  of  the  city  of  Selma, 
which  point  it  reached  about  one  o'clock,  p.if., 
having  marched  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles. 
The  regiments  were  immediately  formed  in  line, 
wd  1  received  orders  from  Colonel  Minty,  com- 
manding brigade,  to  prepare  to  fight  on  foot, 


and  moved  the  regiment,  dismoimted  for  that 
purpose,  but  before  being  assigned  a  position 
in  uie  Une,  I  received  orders  countermanding 
the  former,  and  directing  me  to  move  the  com- 
mand back  to  the  horses,  and  to  hold  it  in  readi- 
ness to  mount  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  to 
charge  with  the  sabre  as  soon  as  the  enemy's 
line  should  be  broken ;  and  in  this  position  the 
command  was  held  for  the  space  of  nearly  two 
hours,  and  until  a  few  minutes  before  the  assault 
was  nuide  upon  the  enemy's  position,  when  I 
received  orders  from  Colonel  Minty  to  move  the 
regiment  out  dismounted,  to  act  as  support  to 
the  battery  then  in  position  on  a  slight  eminence 
to  the  left  of  tiie  road  leadirig  into  the  city,  to  the 
left  of  our  line  of  battle,  as  then  formed,  with 
directions  to  remain  and  support  the  battery, 
and  manoeuvre  the  command  as  circumstances 
might  require.  In  this  position  the  regiment 
drew  for  a  few  minutes  the  fire  of  both  the 
enemy's  guns  operatine  in  front  of  the  Second 
division,  but,  by  a  flank  movement  of  one  bat- 
talion, the  range  of  one  of  the  enemy's  guns 
was  avoided,  but  the  regiment  continued  to  re- 
ceive ihe  special  attention  of  their  other  gun  up 
to  the  moment  of  the  commencement  of  tiie  as- " 
sault  upon  their  works.  The  command  acted  in 
this  capacity  until  the  first  line  of  works  was 
fully  in  possession  of  our  forces,  and  the  enemy 

Eu^ed  back  into  the  woods,  in  rear  of  their 
reastworks,  when  I  received  orders  from  (Gen- 
eral Wilson  to  press  forward  and  attack  iu 
flank  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  lines  confront- 
ing the  Fourth  division  and  on  our  left,  and 
which  still  disputed  its  entrance  to  the  works. 
But  before  reaching  the  points  of  attack,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  Colonel  Minty  (at  the  front)  to 
mount  the  regiment  and  move  forward  as  fast 
as  possible.  The  horses  were  immediately  or- 
dered forward,  but  before  he  arrived  I  received 
a  second  order  from  (General  Wilson  to  move 
up  tiie  main  road,  dismounted,  to  charge  the 
enemy's  second  line  of  works,  from  which  a 
portion  of  our  line  had  suffered  a  repulse.  The 
regiment  was  formed  for  the  charge,  about  six- 
ty rods  in  front  of  the  rebel  line,  with  its  right 
resting  on  tiie  road,  with  the  Third  Ohio  caval^ 
ry  on  our  right;  the  order  to  advance  was 
given  and  most  splendidly  executed,  the  whole 
fine  moving  with  the  precision  of  a  parade,  and 
the  sturdy  bravery  thus  displayed  proved  too 
much  for  the  weak-kneed  Johnnies,  for  before 
we  reached  the  breastworks  tiiey  broke  and  fled 
in  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  nought  of  the 
chivalrous  garrison,  save  a  lone  and  decrepid 
chaplain  to  reward  tiieir  efforts. 

I  inomediately  broke  the  regiment  in  column, 
and  pushed  forward  at  double-quick,  until  we 
reached  the  heart  of  the  city,  where  we  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
Srisoners,  and  met  the  advance  of  the  Fourth 
ivision  iust  entering  the  town  from  &e  other 
side.  The  casualties  in  the  raiment  was  one, 
wounded  by  shell — Edward  Ludlow,  Company 
"  E."--4n  arm  severely. 
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I  caDDot  close  this  report  withoat  addii^  my 
evidence  of  the  noble  condnct  and  soldieiiy 
bearing  of  those  under  my  command,  and  espe- 
cially would  I  mention  tne  names  of  Major  £1- 
dridge,  Captain  Hathaway,  and  Captain  Potter, 
commanding  battalions,  and  Adjutant  Dickinson, 
who  rendered  much  valuable  assistance  in  the 
general  management  of  the  raiment,  although 
to  individualize  would  seem  unjust,  when  every 
officer  and  man  performed  their  whole  duty. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  B.  D.  Putobard, 

Lieatenant-OoloDel,  Gommandlng  Fourth  lOohigaa  GaTaliy. 

Hmaimiqi«D8  Fontn  VvomoAX  Gatauct,  xub  I 
liMcmx,  €U.,  AprU  29, 180ft.  ] 

Major  Bums,  A,  A,  A.  O.  Second  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Oavatry  Corps,  M.  D.  A 

Sib — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following 
as  a  report  of  the  doings  of  Qie  troops  under  my 
command,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the 
bridges  over  Flint  river^  on  the  eighteentii 
instant. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Oolond 
Minty,  commanding  division,  I  moved  from 
W  camp,  near  Columbus,  G^oiigia,  at  five  and  a  half 
o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  seventeenth  instant,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Third  Ohio 
cavalry,  with  directions  to  make  a  forced  march 
during  the  night,  and  to  reach  (  practicable)  at 
daylight  on  the  eighteenth,  and  capture  what  is 
known  as  the  double  bridges  over  Flint  river, 
and  to  spare  nothing  necessary  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object. 

The  command  was  put  in  light  marching  trim, 
all  pack  animals  and  everything  which  could  im- 
pede our  march  being  left  behind.  For  the  first 
six  miles  our  march  was  through  a  blind  wood 
l-oad,  after  which  we  struck  the  old  telegraph 
road  from  Columbus  to  Macon,  which  was  com- 
modious and  in  good  repair.  Nothing  occurred 
until  daylight  to  break  the  mournful  monotony 
of  a  night  march,  which  was  incessant  and  rapid 
with  the  exception  of  three  slight  halts,  compris- 
ing about  one  hour  in  alL 

It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  in  various 
forces  was  just  in  our  front,  and  that  we  mi^ht 
fall  upon  them  at  anv  moment;  and  to  provide 
for  any  emergency  that  might  arise,  I  sent  one 
full  battalion  of  &e  Fourth  Michigan  out  as  an 
advance,  with  orders  to  chaise  and  capture,  or 
cut  through  any  force  which  might  appear  in 
front ;  but  notiiing  was  seen,  allfiough  1  learn 
that  lar^e  numbers  of  stragglers  together  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery  were  driven  into  the 
woods,  and  passed  by  the  column  unobserved  in 
the  darkness. 

Just  after  daylight,  at  a  point  nine  miles  from 
the  bridges,  we  came  upon  a  squad  of  five  rebels, 
and  took  them  in.  One  mile  further  several 
mounted  men  appeared,  who  were  chased  and 
driven  into  anotner  road. 

From  this  point  the  gait  of  the  column  was 
increased  to  a  trot;  tturee  miles  further,  five 
more  prisoners  were  captured.  At  Pleasant  Hill, 
four  miles  from  the  river,  we  came  upon  a  refu- 


gee train  and  several  rebel  soldiers,  who  showed 
symptoms  of  fight,  but  two  or  three  miniitM 
served  to  settle  their  aooounts;  two  were  kffled, 
one  mortally  wounded,arid  three  captured.  From 
tiiere  a  charge  was  ordered,  t^id  was  executed 
wit^  such  precipitancy  tiiat  the  guard  at  the 
bridge,  oonsistio^  of  a  force  of  fifty  men,  under 
command  of  Major  Osbom,  First  Qe<n:gia  osv. 
airy,  with  instruc^ons  to  defend  and  flestroy 
the  bridges,  was  completely  surprised,  reoeiviog 
no  knowledge  of  our  approach  until  llie  head  ot 
our  column  struck  the  bridj^,  at  the  gaflpp* 
which  was  swept  like  a  hurricane,  not  aJloviBg 
the  enemy  time  to  fire  a  volley.  A  few  scatter- 
ing shots  were  fired,  but  to  no  effect.  The  whole 
force  then  broke  and  fled,  and  some  nade  good 
their  escaff^,  .being  mounted  on  fresh  horses, 
which  were  more  fleet  than  ours  in  th^  jaded 
condition. 

The  advance  followed  them  nearly  four  miles 
beyond  the  bridges,  when  the  chase  was  nven 
up.  The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been 
fdly  accomplished,  the  forces  were  thrown  into 
position  to  meet  any  attack  that  the  enemy 
might  make  to  regain  posseesion  of  the  bridges, 
where  fhef  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  main  ool- 
nmn. 

The  results  of  the  expedition  were  the  cap- 
ture of  the  two  bridges,  in  good  repair,  five 
comfeoissioned  officers,  and  forty-four  enlisted 
men,  prisoners,  killing  two  and  wounding  three, 
one  mortally,  and  capturing  fifteen  wagons,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  head  of  mules  and  horses,  be- 
sides a  large  quantity  of  bacon  and  provision, 
with  no  casualties  on  our  part  To  accomplish 
this  the  command  had  marched  fortv-six  miles 
inside  of  fourteen  hours,  including  all  halts. 

in  closing  this  report,  I  would  not  omit  to 
mention  the  high  merit  due  to  every  officer  and 
soldier  in  the  command,  for  their  untiring  per- 
severance and  prompt  action  throughout,  to  ren- 
dw  the  expedition  a  perfect  success;  and  amoi^ 
whom  I  would  specialhr  mention  Major  Qdrid^ 
commanding  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry, and  Major 
Livermore,  commanding  Tnird  Ohio  cavalry,  for 
the  good  management  of  their  regiments ;  and  to 
Captain  C.  T.  Hudson,  commandu^  the  batbil- 
ion  of  Fourth  Michi^n  cavalry,  #^ting  as  ad- 
vance, great  credit  is  due  not  only  for  the  fuD 
execution  of  every  order,  but  for  his  hrsTery 
and  gsJlantry  in  leading  the  cha^  q^en  the 
bridges,  which  swept  everything  in  its  imoetu- 
osity,  and  secured  at  a  dash  what  mt^X  have 
been  lost  by  fighting. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•       B.  D.  PBITOHAHn, 
LtooteDMit-OoloiMl  Poorlh  Ifidbiifftfi  etvalry. 

HCiOqiUAnBIB  BBOCHB  BBIQAI«,aBOS»  ) 

DlTBBOlC,  G4T.AIKT  Cwn,    .     > 

8BLMA,ALABA&4,AprU4,186S.*     1 

Captain— I  beg  to  hand  you  the  foDowing 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  tiie 
assault  and  capture  of  Soma,  on  second  in- 
stant: 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  of  March  I  was 
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eocamped  ten  miles  north  of  Mootevallo,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  first  of  April  I  camped  at  Plsm- 
terBviUe,  baying  marched  torty^ve  miles  on  that 
(lay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  I  marched  at 
six  o'dook,  taking  tiie  advance  on  the  main  road 
to  8ehna.  The  Tmrd  Ohio  was  my  advanoe  reg- 
iment. It  easily  drove  what  small  force  we 
met  without  delaying  the  column  for  a  moment 
About  six  miles  from  Selma  I  turned  to  the 
right,  taking  a  cross  road  which  led  to  the  Smn- 
merfi^  road.  At  about  three  p.  m.  I  found  my 
left  in  front  of  the  works  around  Selma.  In  ac- 
cordance with  orders  from  Brigadier-General 
Long,  I  sent  the  Third  Ohio  to  the  right  and 
raar  to  oover  led  horses  and  pack  mules.  The 
other  three  regiments,  Fourth  Ohio,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  and  Fourth  Michigan,  were  dis- 
mounted, and  formed  line  about  luJf  a  mile  from 
tiie  works.  A  strong  skirmish  line  was  pushed 
forward  a  few  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and 
was  immediately  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
skirmishers. 

At  about  four  p.  m.,  Mi\jor-(}eneral  Wilson, 
accompanied  by  Bri^adier-Gtoeral  Long,  came 
forward  to  my  skirmish  line.  After  examining 
the  ground  for  a  few  moments  (General  Wilson 
ordered  an  assault 

The  First  brigade  was  now  moved  to  my 
right  ftod  mj  slarmishers  from  that  direction 
were  drawn  m  by  direction  of  General  Long.  I 
left  one  regiment,  the  Fourth  Michigan,  to  sup- 
port the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  the 
Third  Ohio  was  still  protecting  the  led  animab, 
and  was  at  this  moment  skirmisbing  with  Ohal- 
mers'  advance.    This  left  me  but  two  regiments 


for  the  assault,  numbering  in  all  thirty-three 
officers  and^six  hundred  and  seventy-one  men. 

At  about  five  p.  m.,  the  order  was  given  to 
advance^  The  men  moved  forward  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  kept  a  perfect  line  until  their  left 
struck  a  swamp,  in  which  they  were  almost 
Imee  deep. 

This  tlurew  the  right  oonsidei^bfy  in  advance. 
The  left  of  the  First  brigade  came  forward  in 
the  same  manner,  and  as  I  afterwards  learned 
from  the  same  cause,  swamp  in  front  of  the 
outer  flank ;  thus  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Ohio, 
and  the  left  of  tiie  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois,  gained  the  works  first,  the  flanks 
sweeping  forward  as  if  the  movement  had  been 
that  of  individual  echelon.  Corporal  Booth,  A 
company,  Fourth  Ohio,  was  the  nrst  man  inside 
the  works;  he  was  almost  immediately  after- 
wards shot  through  the  head. 

The  works  at  me  point  of  assault  consisted 
of  a  breastwork  or  parapet  from  six  to  eight 
feet  high,  with  a  ditch  about  five  feet  deep,  in 
front  (n  which  there  was  a  well-built  palisade 
stretching  idong  the  entire  line. 

After  entering  the  works  we  pushed  up  the 
line  to  the  le^  cleaning  the  rebels  out  or  the 
bastions,  in  which  we  captured  a  considerable 
amount  of  artillery,  until  arriving  opposite  the 
fort  yar  the  cotton  gin,  which  formed  a  portion 
of  tne  inner  line  of  works.  This  was  imme- 
diately assaulted  and  carried.  Three  field  pieces 
were  captured  in  this  work. 

Here  we  a^in  turned  to  the  left  and  attacked 
and  carried  £e  works  on  the  Planters ville  road, 
capturing  five  pieces  of  artillery,  one  of  them  » 
thirty-pounder  Parrott 


B^ofi  qf  CaiuaUies  in  Second  Division  Ccnabry  Corpn^  Military  Division  of  iJte  Mississippi,  in 
the  Action  at  JSehna,  Alabama,  on  (he  second  of  April,  1865. 
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At  this  point  I  collected  and  refonned  my 
command,  and  at  about  eleven  p.  x.  bivouacked 
between  the  lines  of  works. 

As  before  stated  the  number  engaged  in  the 
assault  was  thirtj-tbree  ofBcers  and  six  hundred 
and  seventy-one  men ;  of  these  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  anci,  fourteen  men  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobb,  command- 
ing Fourth  Ohio«  was,  I  regret  to  say,  killed,  and 
Colonel  McCormick.  commanding  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, was  severely  wounded. 

Each  officer  and  soldier  performed  his  duty 
well  and  nobly,  it  is  therefore  difficult  for  me  to 
make  special  mention  of  any.  The  gallant  Cor- 
poral Booth,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  was  the  first 
man  in  the  enemy's  works,  but  he  fell  in  ihe 
moment  of  victory,  shot  through  the  head. 

Captains  Hoore  and  Richardson,  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio,  were  amongst  the  first  to  enter  the  works, 
and  acted  throughout  with  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry. 

Major  Bums,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  my 
A.  A.  A.  G.,  and  Major  Greeno,  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  my  A.  A.  L  G.,  were  also 
amongst  the  first  to  enter  the  works,  and  acted 
in  the  most  gallsoit  manner  throughout  the 
entire  action. 

I  strongly  and  earnestly  recommend  the  four 
above-mentioned  officers  for  brevet. 

Enclosed  herewith  I  hand  you  sub-reports  of 
regimental  commanders,  together  with  report 
of  casualties. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Robert  H.  G.  Minty, 
Oolong  Fonrtli  Michigan  Cavalry,  Gommanding  Brigadei 
Captain  T.  W.  Scott, 

A.  jL  A.  G.,  Second  Diytakm,  Oavalry  Oorps. 

BiADQUARnM  Skxhid  DmBoiT  Catalrt  Cobfs,) 

MniTAHT  DmsiOH  or  na  Mnwiiwim,        >• 

Haodx,  6^,  Mmj  10, 1805.  J 

Major— I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division 
in  the  late  campaign  auring  the  time  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  command  it. 

I  assumed  command  of  the  Second  division 
cavalry  corps.  Military  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  second  of  April,  1866,  during  the 
assault  on  the  enemy's  works  at  Selhia,  Ala., 
Brigadier-General  Long,  commanding  the  di- 
vision, having  been  seriously  wounded  before 
we  gained  the  breastworks. 

General  Long's  report  includes  the  capture 
of  Selma,  I  will  therefore  commence  my  report 
with  our  march  from  that  place. 

April  eighth,  at  ten  minutes  past  four  p.  m., 
I  commenced  crossing  the  Alabama  river  on 
the  pontoon  bridge  which  had .  thai  moment 
been  completed,  and  had  the  entire  division 
across  by  twenty-five  minutes  past  seven  p.  m., 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  crossing  had 
to  be  stopped  three  times  in  consequence  of 
damage  done  to  the  bridge  bv  driftwood.  I 
camped  that  night  seven  miles  from  Sehna. 

April  ten^.  Marched  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.  in 
rear  of  the  First  and  Fourth  divisions,  having 
charge  of  the  wagon  and  pontoon  trains.    This 


dav  I  marched  only  eleven  mUes,  haviog  been 
delayed  first  by  waiting  for  the  other  divisions 
to  get  out  of  my  way,  and  next  by  very  bid 
roads,  which  I  had  to  corduroy  in  some  places 
for  a  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards. 
I  camped  at  eleven  o'clock  p.  n^  two  males  east 
of  Benton. 

April  eleventh.  Marched  twelve  miles  to 
Big  Swamp  creek,  which  1  found  impassable.  I 
waited  until  six  p.  x.  for  the  pontoon  train,  and 
then  had  to  send  two  miles  for  planking,  whidi 
I  procured  by  pulling  a  bam  to  pieces.  I  had 
also  to  corduroy  a^ut  half  a  mile  of  swamp 
road  west  of  the  creek.  I  got  the  last  of  the 
division  over  by  half-past  four  a.  m. 

April  twelfth.  Marched  twenty-eight  miles, 
and  camped  within  four  miles  of  Montgomery. 
The  first  eight  miles  of  this  day's  march  was 
over  roads  which  were  impassable  until  tiief 
were  corduroyed. 

On  many  occasions  I  had  from  three  to  five 
bundled  men  at  work  carrying  raik  to  build 
roads. 

April  thirteenth.  Marched  eleven  mfles,  pass- 
ing through  Montgomery  on  the  Columbus  road. 

April  fourteenth.  Mardied  at  1  p.  x.  in  rear 
of  the  First  and  Fourth  divisions,  again  having 
charge  of  the  trains.  Camped  two  miles  east 
of  the  Cubahatchie  creek,  having  marched  foio^ 
teen  miles  over  very  bad  road?. 

April  fifteenth.  Marched  at  four  o'clock 
A.  x. ;  was  delayed  until  two  p.  x.  crossing  a 
swamp  about  three  hundred  yards  wide. 
Marched  twenty-two  miles,  and  camped  two 
miles  east  of  Tuskegee, 

On  leaving  Montgomery  I  detached  one  re^^ 
ment  (the  Seventy-second  Indiana  mounted  in- 
fantry) with  orders  to  destroy  the  Montgomery 
and  West  Point  railroad.  LieutenanttoloDel 
Thompson,  commanding  that  regiment,  reported 
having  destroyed  thirt^Hsix  culverts  and  bridges, 
together  with  a  lar^e  quantity  of  l»idge  tiniber 
and  the  miUs  at  which  it  had  been  cut. 

April  sixteenth.  Marched  thirty-nine  mileB ; 
camped  after  dark  ten  miles  west  of  Columbus. 

April  seventeenth.  Marched  at  three  a.  x., 
arrived  at  Columbus  at  seven  a.  k.,  and  halted 
until  six  p.  X.,  when  I  sent  the  Fourth  Michigan 
and  Third  Ohio  cavahry,  under  command  of 
Lieutenan^Colonel  Pritchard,of  the  former  r^ 
ment,  with  orders  to  march  all  ni^ht  and  gam 
ttie  double  bridges  over  Flint  nver  by  day- 
break, and  to  save  them  at  aU  hazards.  Ifu- 
iowed  with  the  division  at  about  seven  p.  x. 

Colonel  Pritchard  pushed  the  retreatiqg  «ie- 
my  so  closely  that  he  forced  them  to  abSindon 
three  pieces  of  artOleiy.  He  gained  the  bridge 
shortlv  after  daybreak  One  battalion  of  me 
Fouru  Michigan  cavalry,  led  by  Captain  Hod- 
son,  made  a  gallant  sabre  chai^ge,  crossing  both 
bridges  at  the  gallop,  and  capturing  the  boItaiioD 
whicn  was  guarding  them,  which  was  weQ 
posted  on  the  island  between  the  bridges.  1 
arrived  at  the  bridge  on  the  forenoon  of  die 
eighteenth,  having  marched  sixty-three  miles 
since  daybreak  on  the  seventeenth. 
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April  nineteenth.  Marched  twelve  miles, 
camping  three  miles  east  of  Thomaston.  I  de- 
gtrojed  three  large  cotton  factories. 

April  twentieUu  Marched  at  three  a.  m., 
taking  the  direct  road  to  Macon.  Near  Spring 
hiH  twenty-ofto  miles  from  Macon,  my  advance 
(t)ie  Seventeenth  Indiana  moanted  infantry) 
Btnick  a  rebel  force,  estimated  at  about  four 
hundred. 

This  force  was  driven  by  a  series  of  brilliant 
diaries  from  about  a  dozen  well-built  rail  bar- 
ricades ;  a  number  of  prisoners  and  about  one 
hundred  stand  of  arms  were  captured. 

At  Tobasopkej  creek  the  rebels,  about  three 
himdred  strong,  were  posted  at  the  east  end  of 
the  bridge,  which  they  had  fired,  and  had  also 
torn  up  a  portion  of  tne  planking. 
^  Their  snarpshooters  were  lyipg  behind  rail 
barricades,  and  about  a  dozen  occupied  a  store 
mill  about  one  himdred  yards  below  the  bridge. 
The  advance  went  on  to  the  bridge  at  a  gallop, 
but  were  stopped  by  the  planking  having  been 
taken  off ;  they  quicMy  dismounted  and  crossed 
on  the  burning  stringers  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  routed  the  enetny  and  saved  the  bridge, 
which  is  an  important  one,  being  over  one  hun- 
dred yards  loi^. 

Ahout  three  miles  from  Tobasopkey  creek 
the  advance  was  met  by  Brigadier-Qeneral  Rob- 
ertson, of  the  rebel  army,  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
having  a  despatch  from  General  Cobb,  stating 
that  an  armistice  had  been  agreed  on  between 
Oeneral  Sherman  and  the  rebel  (General  John- 
iioiL  This  document  was  delivered  by  General 
Eobertson  to  Captain  Lewis,  of  my  staff,  and  his 
receipt  taken  therefor.  Captain  Lewis  handed 
me  the  despatch,  when  I  directed  him  to  inform 
General  Robertson  that  I  bad  sent  it  by  special 
messenger  to  General  Wilson,  and  that  I  re- 
qnired  him^  General  Robertson,  to  return  to  Ma- 
con immediately  and  await  the  reply.  • 

General  Robertson  declined  receiving  the 
message  from  Captain  Lewis,  and  demanded  that 
it  should  be  in  writing. 

General  Robertson's  course  led  me  to  believe 
&ai  he  was  merely  endeavoring  to  delay  mj 
column.  He  bad  already  succeeded  in  doing  so 
for  nearly  an  hour,  and  I  feared  that  I  would  be 
Toahk  to  flave  the  bridge  over  Rocky  creelL 
I  therefore  wrote  him  as  follows : 

BiiD«uBm  SaooMD  Divbiov  GATaunr,  Oom.  M.  D.  M. 
Is  TBI  Fbld  wum  llAOoir,  Gmrstatiy 
Apra  SO,  1805. 

QtxnsBLAJb — ^I  have  received  the  despatch  from 
Qenerai  Cobb,  and  have  sent  it  by  special  mes- 
senger to  Major-General  Wilson,  a  few  miles  in 
my  rear.  As  there  may  be  some  delay  in  receiv- 
ing an  answer,  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  return 
immediately  to  Macon,  to  which  place  General 
Wilson's  reply  will  be  forwarded. 

I  have  directed  the  officer  commanding  my 
advance  to  move  forward  fiy^  minutes  after  this 
is  handed  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEBT  H.  G.  MiNTT. 
,         OoloDel  OommaiuUng  Dirlsloo. 


D.M.) 
05.    j 


I  directed  Colonel  White  to  give  the  flag  of 
truce  five  minutes'  start  and  then  to  push  for- 
ward, and  if  General  Robertson  and  his  party 
did  not  keep  out  of  his  way  to  take  them  pris- 
oners. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  given  time.  Colo- 
nel White  nushed  rapidly  forward,  succeeded 
in  saving  toe  bridge,  which  the  rebels  were 
about  to  bum,  and  continuing  his  pursuit,  en- 
tered Macon  with  them. 

The  city  and  defences  were  immediately  sur- 
rendered by  Major-General  Cobb.  Our  captures 
were  five  Generals  and  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty-five other  officers,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-three  enlisted  men,  and  sixty  pieces  of 
artiUery.  • 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Lieuten* 
ant-Colonel  Pritchard,  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry, 
and  Lieutenant  C.  White,  Seventeenth  Indiana 
mounted  infantry,  which  are  enclosed  herewith. 
Both  of  these  officers  are  deserving  of  promo- 
tion for  the  gallant  and  soldier4ike  manner  in 
which  they  have  performed  their  duties.  _. 

Captain  Hudson,  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry, 
Major  Weiler,  Lieutenant  McDow^,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Doyle,  of  the  Seventeentb  Indiana 
mounted  infantry,  are  also  deserving  of  promo- 
tion for  their  gallantry. 

Herewith  I  also  hand  you  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Robinson,  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery, 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  untiring  offi* 
cers  in  the  service. 

Below  I  give  vou  a  sununary  of  the  distances 
marched  since  leaving  Montgomery,  Alabama : 

April  fourteenth,  marched  fourteen  miles; 
April  fifteenth,  marched  twenty-two  miles ;  April 
sixteenth,  marched  thirty-nine  miles ;  April  sev- 
enteenth, marched  sixty-three  miles ;  April 
nineteenth,  marched  twelve  miles ;  April  twen 
tieth,  marched  forty-five  miles.  Total,  six  days, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  miles. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Robert  H.  G.  Minty, 
Oolonel  Foarth  Michigan  Gayalry,  Oommandtag  Diriaknu 

Major  E.  B.  Beaumont, 

A.  A.  General  QiTalry  Oorps  MiL  DIt.  Mlak 


BBinq[i7.uan8  BifiMminH  Ixduva  VounracBs,  MouimD 
IsfKAiRBT,  Maoov,  Ga.,  AprU  21, 1805. 


} 

Captain — ^I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  this  regiment  which  I  com- 
manded on  the  twentieth  instant 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  re^ment 
being  the  advance  regiment  of  the  division 
(Second),  the  four  companies  with  sabres  were 
sent  forward  as  advance  guard  of  the  division 
under  Major  Weiler.  I  had  the  remaining  com- 
panies as  the  regiment  in  &e  proper  order  of 
march  in  rear  of  the  headquarters.  From  our 
camp  of  the  preceding  night,  from  whence  we 
started  in  the  morning,  it  was  forty-five  miles  to 
Macon.  After  marching  about  twenty-four 
miles,  and  when  near  Spring  Hill,  the  advance 
guura  first  met  a  small  lorce  of  the  enemy  and 
drove  them  off.  capturing  a  few.  I  then  moved 
forward  with  the  other  companies  and  assumed 
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commaDd  of  the  advance.  We  rested  near 
Spring  Hill  abont  an  bonrand  then  moved  on. 
Near  M  ontepelier  Springs  we  again  met  the 
enemy,  and  charged  him  up  to  and  through  a 
strong  barricade  of  rails  and  brush  across  the 
road^charging  it,  driving  the  enemy  from  it*  and 
capturing  about  a  dozen  of  them,  three  officers 
and  a  few  horses.  Resting  a  minute  I  again 
moved  forward  at  a  fast  trot,  in  order  to  be  in 
time  to  save  the  bridge  over  the  Tobesofkee 
creek  at  Mimms'  MilW.  Here  we  found  the 
enemy  in  lin^  about  three  hundred  strong,  and 
attacked  them.  The  advance  charged,  mounted 
over  the  burning  bridge  until  stopped  by  the 

Slank  being  torn  up ;  they  then  dismounted,  as 
id  also  the  two  advance  companies,  E  and  H, 
and  I  double-quicked  them  across  the  bridge, 
and  after  a  sharp  fi^ht  of  about  five  minutes 
drove  the  enemy  off  m  confusion.  In  the  mean 
time  I  had  parts  of  the  other  companies  at  work 
eztin^iahing  the  fire  on  the  bridge,  the  men 
carrym^  the  water  in  their  hats,  Caps,  and 
everyihmg  else  available.  As  we  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  bridge  I  sent  two  companies 
across  a  ford  below  the  bridge  (I  and  G)  to  pur- 
sue the  enemy,  and  gave  pursuit  at  tne  same 
time  with  the  dismounted  men.  The  road  after 
crossine  the  Ji)ridge  makes  a  bend,  and  the 
enemv  had  to  retreat  around  this  bend,  whilst 
my  dismounted  men  double-quicking  across 
the  bend  had  the  enemy  under  fire  wt  about 
two  hundred  yards,  and  took  grood  advantage  of 
it,  firing  very  rapidly,  demoralizing  the  enemy, 
causing  them  to  throw  away  guns  (over  one 
hundred),  blankets,  haversacks,  &o.,  and  fly  as 
for  their  lives.  The  fire  on  the  bridge  was 
sufficiently  suppressed  in  al>out  fifteen  minutes 
to  admit  of  horsemen  crossing,  an<L  leaving  men 
still  at  work  against  the  flames,  1  crossed  the 
command  and  pushed  on.  About  two  miles 
from  the  bridge,  and  about  thirteen  from  Ma- 
con, I  was  met  by  a  flag  of  truce  under  the 
rebel  Brigadier-General  Kobertson.  The  force 
we  were  pursuing  passed  the  flag  of  truce  and 
thus  saved  themselves.  I  sent  word  to  Colonel 
Mint^,  commanding  Second  division,  of  the  state 
of  things,  and  awaited  orders.  The  flag  of  truce 
detained  us  about  half  an  hour.  1  tiien  re- 
ceived orders  from  Colonel  Minty  to  give  them 
five  minutes  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and  then  to 
drive  everything  before  me,  and  save  tlie 
bridge  over  Rocky  creek  at  Bailey's  MilL  I 
placed  Adjutant  W.  K  Doyle  in  charge  of  the 
advance  guard  of  fifteen  men,  giving  him  in- 
structions and  sending  him  forward  at  a  trot, 
supporting  him  doseJty  with  the  regiment 
Aner  eoing  about  two  miles  he  came  in  sight 
of  the  naff  of  truce  party  covering  the  rear  of  a 
force  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  said  to 
be  Blount's  battalion.  They  were  moving  slowly, 
and  evidently  trying  to  delay  us.  Seeing  this, 
the  adjutant  as  I  had  instructed  him,  chaigea 
them,  causing  the  flag  of  truce  to  run  into  the 
woods,  capturing^  thr^  of  the  officers  that  were 
with  it,  and  drivinff  the  rebel  cavalry  pelknell 
along  the  road.    They  kept  up  a  continual  fire 


on  us  for  some  time,  but  with  no  effect  On  get- 
ting in  sight  of  the  Rocky  Creek  bridge  flie 
enemy  were  discovered  on  foot  attempting  to 
fire  tJie  bridge.  The  advance  drove  themoA^ 
however,  and  pursued  them  closely  to  the  pali- 
sadee  in  the  road.  Before  getting^o  the  bndge 
the  adjutant  had  sent  to  me  for  a  smaD  re-eo- 
forcement,  and  I  sent  bim  Major  Weikr  «d 
Lieutenant  James  H.  McDowell,  with  company 
**  K"  The  nu^or  caught  up  before  ^Mng  to 
the  bridge.  On  arriving  at  the  palisades  the 
advance  got  up  am<»^  tiie  rebels  and  sone 
firing  ensued,  the  rebels  breaking  ofiT  ^  read 
through  the  gardens  on  the  right  in  oonfuskm. 
The  advance  tore  down  a  few  of  the  paKsMles. 
passed  through,  and  rode  up  to  near  the  rdw 
works.  Here  M^jor  Weiliur  and  Adjatant  Doyfe 
rode  up  on  the  woito  and  demanded  tiieir  sur*  i 
render,  telling  them  that  we  had  two  divisioDt 
of  our  cavahy  in  their  rear.  The  ookmd  com- 
manding not  being  present  tiie  men  believed 
they  were  cut  off;  subordinate  officers  surreii- 
dered  their  commands,  and  the  soldiery  threw 
down  their  arms,  and  as  directed  marched  down 
to  the  road  where  Lieutenant  McDowdl  Uxk 
charge  of  and  formed  them.  The  major  and  ad- 
jutant were  at  this  time  riding  along  the  line  of 
works,  telling  the  men  to  mrow  down  their 
arms  and  surrender,  that  they  were  cot  off  and 
were  our  prisoners,  that  flight  was  Tain,  and 
that  fighting  would  avail  nouing,  and  tiie  rebel 
soldiery  were  throwing  down  their  arms  and 
hastaiing  to  the  road,  and  the  officers  were 
following  the  men.  I  came  up  at  tius  time 
with  the  r^^ent,  and  found  the  rebel  pris- 
oners in  line  along  the  road,  under  Lieuten- 
ant McDowell  I  ordered  Adjutant  Doyle  to 
the  forts  on  the  right  of  the  road  to  receive 
their  surrender.  As  soon  as  the  regiment  got 
inside  the  line  of  works,  the  entire  line  sur- 
rendered, finding  themselves  cut  off  from  town, 
and  Colonel  Cummins,  who  commanded  the 
forces  (one  brigade)  immediately  on  the  road, 
came  down  wim  about  five  hundred  men  and 
surrendered  to  me,  I  left  two  companies  (G 
and  II  in  diarge  of  prisoners,  and  moved  on 
towards  town  with  tne  other  companies.  At 
the  edge  of  town  I  was  met  bv  some  offioen 
with  a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Cobb,  askiM 
what  terms  I  would  give  him  if  he  Burrendena 
the  citv  and  forces.  My  answer  was — nnoon- 
ditional  surrender,  and  gave  the  flag  five 
minutes  to  get  out  of  my  way.  Alter  passing 
into  the  town  the  distance  of  four  or  five 
squares,  another  flag  of  trnoe  met  me  sfcatiqg 
that  General  Cobb  submitted  to  my  terms^  tm- 
rendering  the  city  and  eveiytliing  in  U.  I 
inarched  into  town  and  xm  to  (General  Cobb> 
headquarters,  thus  takiitt  formal  poeseanon  of 
the  city.  I  placed  patrols  on  duty  at  (mce,  aad 
camped  the  regiment  on  tiie  Courthouse  equate 
and  a^oining  street 

We  captured  in  tiie  dty  and  in  flie  wocIbl 
Major-Oeneral  Howell  Cobb,  Brigadier-deBoal 
Gus  Smi^,  Brigadiei'Oeneral  MadcalL  and 
Brigadier-Qeneial  Mercer,  three  thousand  five 
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himdred  priaonersy  inoludisg  over  three  hun- 
dnd  officers  of  all  grades  below  Brigadier- 
General,  five  stand  of  colors,  aboat  sixty  pieces 
of  artillery  of  all  calibres,  and  about  three  thoa- 
aand  stand  of  arms. 

Tkere  was  also  large  quantities  of  quarter- 
mster,  commissary,  medical,  and  oranance 
stores  captured  in  the  city,  the  exact  estimates 
d  the  fitores  I  bays  not  been  aUe  to  find  out 

We  had  in  the  action  during  the  day,  twenty- 
one  commisaioned  officers  and  five  hundred  en- 
listed men.  We  lost  one  killed  and  two 
wotmded. 

I  baye  to  return  thanks  to  Major  J.  J.  Weiler 
for  the  efficient  aid  ^veo  me  m  commanding 
the  regunent^  to  Adiutant  Doyle  for  the  able 
maimer  in  which  he  haadled  the  advance  smard 
whilst  in  oonunand,  and  to  lieutenant  u.  H. 
McDowell,  who  ably  assisted  the  m^'or,  for  his 
promptitude  and  energy  in  getting  the  prisoners 
together  and  retaining  them..  I  have  also  to 
retuni  my  thanks  to  every  officer  and  man  in  the 
regiment^  for  the  dieerfnlness  with  which  they 
eitaared  the  hardships  incident  to  the  march, 
for  the  alacrity  with  which  they  obeyed  every 
order,  and  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  have  gone  at  tiie  enemy  wherever  they 
have  found  him  since  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
pwgn. 

And  I  have  also  to  return  thanks  to  Captain 
T.  W.  Scott  and  Lieutenant  Culbertson,  of 
Cotonel  Minty's  staff,  for  the  efficient  aid  and 
MBistance-  given  me  in  takinar  the  city. 

I  had  omitted  to  state  uiat  we  captured^ 
after  getting  in  the  city,  four  (4)  two-pound 
breech-loading  guns— known  as  Travis  guus— 
made  and  intended  for  General  Forrest,  and  a 
lam  nomber  of  horses  and  mides. 

fhave  the  honor  to  remain.  Captain,  respect- 
folly  your  obedient  servant, 

Fraitk  Wmn, 

Qiptam  0.  F.  Bans, 

A.  JL  A.  6.,  Flnt  Brigade, 

eeooiulDiTlsloo,  G.  a  M.  D.  H 

WuDOfjAxma  BrnfmnrSaoom  Irdluta  Vounrmitf,  \ 
Sbjca,  Auu,  April  6, 1806.     / 

Captain— I  have  the  honor  to  report  .the  fol- 
lowing as  the  operations  of  the  Sevent>'-second 
regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  on  the  first  and 
lecond  of  April,  1865. 

April  first  My  regiment  having  the  advance, 
four  companies  were  sent  forward  as  advance 
guard,  under  command  of  M^jor  L.  S.  Kilbom, 
with  orders  to  advance  rapidly  that  the  cdumn 
mi^t  not  be  detained. 

The  enemy  was  found  near  Randolph,  and 
contend^  for  every  point  on  the  way,  but  was 
ao  vigorously  pressed  that  the  command 
JDarched  rapidly  for  fifteen  miles,  where  they 
were  found  in  fine  protected  b  v  rail  works,  I 
received  orders  from  Colonel  Miller,  command-^ 
ing  brigade,  to  dismount  the  remaining  six  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  and  dislodge  mem  from 
their  position^  which  was  done  at  once  bv 
charging  their  lines  on  the  left  of  the  roao, 


after  which  I  was  joined  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade,  and  advanced  to  Vogle^  creek, 
the  enemy  abandoning  the  field.  The  casualties 
during  the  day  were — one  officer,  Captai!i 
Crayens,  and  three  enlisted  men  wounded. 
Private  L,  B.  Edwards  was  severely  wounded 
while  leading  a  charge  (mounted).  His  action 
is  worthy  of  special  mention  for  courage  and 
heroism.  Major  L.  8.  Kilbom  deserves  credit 
for  the  energy  and  skill  with  which  he  conduct- 
ed the  advance.  * 

My  regiment  having  had  the  advance  on  the 
first,  was  by  the  general  order  of  march  assign- 
ed to  the  rear  on  the  second,  and  four  companies, 
under  command  of  Captain  Herron,  were  detailea 
to  guard  the  division  train.  On  the  arrived  of 
the  division  in  front  of  Selma,  five  additionid 
companies  were  ordered  in  to  picket  the  roads 
in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  and  the  remain- 
ing one  company  to  support  the  battery. 
Captain  Herron  brought  me  train  in  safely. 
The  companies  on  picket  promptly  repelled  the 
advance  of  a  brigade  of  tne  enemy  which  were 
threatening  oar  rear,  and  each  officer  and  man 
discharged  the  duly  assigned  hun  promptly  and 
fB^ithfully. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, C.  G.  Thompson, 

Lleatenant-CoIoneL 
OommAnding  Serent j-seoond  RAgiment  Indiana  Volunceera. 
N.  Gaskhx, 
UenieDant  and  Aoiing  A<UQUat. 
Captain  0.  F.  Bamb, 

A.  A.  A.  GeneraL 


HuDQUAsnaa,  Tan  BRiOiJ>i,  Skokd  Dnroioir 

Catalet  Corps,  MiUTAitr  Dinsiov  owtok  Miss. 

Nbah  Maout,  GioBOU,  April  28, 1865. 


•} 


Ccmtain  T.  W.  Scott,  A,  A.  A.  General 

Sir — ^lu  accordance  with  orders,  I  would  re- 
spectfully present  the  names  of  Corporal  John 
Kidney,  and  Private  Lemuel  Edwards,  special 
messenger  at  headquarters  First  Brigade,  as 
being  worthy  of  notice.    Private  Edwards  for 
great  gallantry  at  Ebenezer  Church,  where  he 
was  wounded  while  leading  a  charge  (mounted), 
and  Corporal  Kidn^  for  coolness  and  daring  in 
action  at  all  times. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frank  Whtte, 
Llevtenaal-Ooloiiel  Oommandiiig. 

HBAoqurABRBS  OoLOftiD  TROon,  Gatamt  Onm,  M.  D.  M.  I 
NiAB  Maoqoi,  Gboboia,  Mmj  17, 1805.         f 

Major — ^I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  organization  of  the  colored 
troops  under  my  command,  and  their  march 
from  Selma,  Alabama,  to  this  place : 

On  or  about  ^e  sixth  day  of  April,  1865,  at 
Selma,  Alabama,  orders  were  received  from 
Headquarters  C.  C.,M.  J).  M.,  authorizing  each 
division  commander  to  recruit  one  colored  reg- 
iment; and  in  compliance  with  such  orders 
Colonel  R.  H.  G.  Mmly,  commanding'  Second 
Division  C.  C ,  directed  me  to  take  cnarge  of, 
and  organize  the  regiment  of  his  division. 

On  tne  morning  of  the  seventh  of  April  I  com- 
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menced  recruitmg,  and  by  night  had  sacceeded 
in  enHsting  over  five  hnndr^  ne^oes.  Eight 
^len  were  detailed  from  the  divudon  to  take 
charge  of  the  men  as  they  were  organized  into 
companies. 

The  eighth  was  spent  in  examining  those  I 
had  enlisted  the  day  before. 

Captain  W.  G.  Young,  Ninety-eighth  Illinois, 
Dr.  Briggs,  Fourth  0.  V.  C,  L.  C.  Remmington, 
Foiu-thMichigan,  Acting  Adjutant,  reported  to 
assist  me  in  my  work. 

On  that  night  I  received  orders  to  cross  the 
Alabama  river,  but  a  break  in  the  pontoon 
bridge  prevented,  and  I  returned  to  the  barracks, 
where  1  had  previously  been  encamped. 

On  the  ninth  we  drilled  some,  in  order  to 
have  the  r^ment  so  we  could  move  out  in 
some  order  when  we  received  orders  to  do  so. 

On  that  night  we  crossed  the  river,  and 
moved  out  three  miles  on  the  Montgomery  road, 
and  camped  near  the  division  for  we  night 

Next  morning  Lieutenant  0.  L.  Conner. 
Seventh  Pennsvlvania  Cavalry,  reported  to  me 
for  duty,  moved  at  ten  a.  m.,  and  marched  twenty 
miles,  camping  near  Brandon. 

On  the  eleventh  I  moved  out  again  about  noon 
in  advance  of  train ;  the  roads  being  very  bad, 
I  employed  mv  men  in  working  the  road,  in  order 
to  facihtate  the  passage  of  the  train.  Distance 
marched  was  twenty  miles. 

On  the  twelfth  I  received  orders  to  march  in 
rear  of  the  train,  which  necessitated  a  late  start, 
but  bv  marching  late  at  night  we  were  enabled 
to  itoake  a  march  of  twenty  miles. 

The  colored  regiment  of  the  Fourth  division 
reported  to  me  on  the  evening  of  the  twelfth, 
numbering  about  five  hundred  men. 

On  the  thirteenth  I  reached  Montgomery  and 
camped  four  miles  east,  on  the  Columbus,  Geor- 
gia, road,  having  marched  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  I  procured 
about  one  hundrea  Mississippi  rifies,  but  could 
get  no  ammunition ;  moved  about  noon  and 
marched  late  at  night,  making  twenty-five  miles. 

The  colored  re^ment  of  the  First  division 
reported  to  me  this  day,  nilmbering  about  four 
hundred  men. 

On  the  fifteenth  I  made  twenty  mOes,  and 
camped. three  miles  east  of  Tuskeegee. 

On  the  sixteenth  I  moved  about  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  marched  very  hard  all  day,  and  until  two 
o'clock  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth. 

On  the  seventeendi  I  reached  Columbus, 
Georgia,  moved  out  four  miles  on  the  Macon 
road  and  camped,  having  marched  fifteen  miles : 
at  this  place  I  procured  a  lot  of  clothing  and 
arm's ;  most  of  the  arms  were  given  to  the  regi- 
ment belonging  to  the  tirst  division,  which  was 
ordered  to  report  t]us  eve  to  the  quartermaster 
of  that  division. 

Our  march^  all  the  way  from  Sehna  to  Colum- 
bus, was  over  the  worst  of  roads,  made  almost 
impassable  by  the  passage  of  the  entire  com- 
mand and  all  the  trsons. 

The  number  of  men  were  constantly  increas- 
ing, so  that  when  I  reached  Columbus  my  r^- 


ment  alone  numbered  fourteen  hnndred  men,  of 
whom  about  twelve  hundred  men  were  mounted 
on  horses  and  mules  turned  over  duly  by  tbe 
division  to  me. 

Great  difficvify  was  experienced  in  procuring 
provisions  for  tliiese  men  and  forage  for  this  ani- 
mals, and  it  was  only  by  the  ntmoet  diligence 
that  sufficient  could  be  obtained. 

I  moved  at  daylight  on  tiie  morning  of.  tb« 
eighteenth,  and  camped  at  twelve  o'do<^  at 
ni^ht  at  Flint  river,  having  marched  forty 
miles;  next  day  made  fifteen  miles,  camping 
five  miles  east  of  Thomsonville. 

On  the  twentieth  I  made  another  hard  day's 
march  of  thirty  miles,  knd  camping  within  fifteen 
miles  of  this  place ;  next  day  I  reached  fiiis 
place  with  two  thousand  seven  hnndred  mea 
belonging  to  my  regiment  and  the  regiment  d 
the  Fourth  division. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  the 
Brevet  Major-General  commanding  cavalry 
corps,  M.  D.  M.,  on  the  twenty-fonrth  anl 
twenty-fifth  of  April  the  men  were  examined  by 
the  surgeon,  and  the  regiments  eadi  reduced  to 
one  thousand  men. 

On  the  first  of  May,  in  compliance  with  atden 
received  A-om  headquarters  cavalry  corps,  each 
regiment  reported  to  their  division  commanders. 

My  regiment  is  progressing  finely  in  disd- 

Sline  and  the  drilL    We  have  nine  hundred  and 
fty  stand  of  arms,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
sets  of  accoutrements. 

The  officers  are  well  supplied  with  tents,  and 
the  men  have  t^nts  and  sheds  sufficient  to  cov^ 
them  and  protect  them  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  and  will  do  very  well  until  better 
shelter  can  be  obtained ;  the  greater  portion  of 
them  are  very  well  clothed  in  rebel  nniforms. 

The  most  difficult  part  of  the  orKanizatioo  of 
the  colored  troops  was  that  of  smwistenoe,  as 
we  were  compelled  to  subsist  entirely  upon  the 
countnr.  And  when  we  ta^e  into  consiaeratioa 
that  a  large  cavalry  force  were  constantly  in  our 
advance,  nearly  clearing  the  whole  country  of 
subsistence,  making  the  procuring  of  rations  for 
the  regiments  a  difficult  matter  indeed,  which 
was  only  accomplished  by  industry  and  p«me- 
verance  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men  of  the 
command. 

I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise  of 
the  officers  and  men  that  were  ordered  to  report 
to  me  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  tiie  regi- 
ment ;  to  them  is  due  great  praise  for  the  energy 
and  efficiency  evinced  on  all  occasions,  ever  at 
their  post  at  aB  times  doing  their  whole  duty. 

To  Lieutenant  L.  C  Remmington,  Fourfii 
Michigan  cavaky.  Acting  Adjutant^  Cbntain 
Young,  Ninety-eighth  Dlinois  volunteers,  lieo- 
teoant  Conner,  Seventh  PemnsylTania  cav 
Dr.  Briggs,  Fourth  Ohio  cavalry,  I  am  j 
indebted  for  their  industry,  eneiigy,  and  1 
performance  of  their  whofe  duty. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedisot 
servant,  Mabtoi  Abchkb, 

Ifi^  Ofwrnnandlng  Colored  XktspL 
Major  E.  B.  Bsiuiio^fT, 

A.  JL  G.  GftVBlrj  Oarps,  M.  a  K 
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HKADqiDABBS  faiMD  Obio  Voluvrbb  Cavalkt.  I 
.   Sbju,  Alabaxa,  April  6»  1865.     ( 

Majob^I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foUo wing 
report  of  operatioDS  on  the  firat  and  aecond  in- 
stants. 

On  the  first,  the  regiment  marched  forty-six 
miles,  hat  took  no  part  in  the  engagement  On 
the  second  instant  marched  in  advance  of  divi- 
flioD  toward  this  plu^,  skirmishing  occasionally 
with  the  enemy's  rear  gnard  nntil  within 
ai^t  of  his  works^  when  two  battalions  {the 
Third  battalion  havine  been  sent  to  the  right 
of  the  road)  were  deployed  as  skirmishers 
Jmoonted),  but  did  not  advance  mitil  the  first 
one  of  the  enemy's  works  was  captured,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  charge  tiie  second  line  of 
wo^  on  die  enemy's  left,  m  rear  of  the  Fourth 
United  States  cavalry,  which  was  repulsed. 
The  regiment  was  then  dismounted  and  march- 
ed into  town,  meeting  with  but  slight  resist- 
tnce,  c^turing  about  forty  (40)  prisoners  and 
several  horses  and  mules.  The  casualties  were 
six  men  wounded,  none  dangwously  . 

The  Third  battalion  (sent  to  the  right)  found 
the  enemy  in  force,  and,  after  a  skirmisn,  were 
forced  to  return  by  a  circuitous  route  to  avoid 
being  captured  to  the  main  road,  and  follow  the 
column.  The  loss  sustained  was  two  men 
woonded,  one  commanding  ofiBcer  (Lieutenant 
D.  E.  Lewis,  Company  M)  and  seven  enlisted 
men  captured.  Total  loss  of  regiment  eight 
men  wounded,  one  commanding  officer  and  seven 
men  captured. 

Very  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  LiVSBMOBB. 
imor  ObmmaiMUng  Tbird  Volaiite«r  Ohio  CkTauy. 
Major  RoBEKT  Bubns, 
LA.LQ,,  SeoQod  Brigade, SeoondlMviBion  C.  B.,  M.  D.  11. 

BiAoqiDABOBS  Tbro  One  Voluitrir  Catalbt,) 
Mao«i;  QWBOU,  AprU  80, 1866.    / 

Huoit — ^I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
the  batde-flag  of  the  Twelfth  Mississippi  caval- 
ry, Confederate  States  of  America,  which  was 
optured,  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  Major  Cox,  on  the  fifteenth  instant, 
aNout  six  miles  from  Tuskegee,  Alabama,  by 
John  H.  Shonp,  private,  Company  H,  Third  Ohio 

He  Ib  very  desirous  of  retaining  it,  if  he  can 
be  allowed  to  do  so, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
tint," 

D.  R  LrVERMOBB, 
Ibjor  GommMidiiig  Begimflnt. 
* 
HiA»q[DiBZBa  FooasB  Obio  Voujirbb  Oatiixt,  ) 
8lUL^  Alabama,  AprU  6, 1806.    J 

Maio»— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
ngiment  was  not  engaged  in  the  action  of  the 
first  instant  On  the  second  instant  it  formed 
the  right  of  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
non,  and  was  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
First  brigade,  Second  division,  dismounted.  It 
pvticipi^  in  the  charge  of  the  enemy's  works, 
^  was  among  the  first  to  enter  them,  captur- 
ing one  gun.    Corporal  John  H.  Booth,  Com- 


pany A,  was  the  first  man  on  the  works,  and 
was  instantly  killed.  The  regiment  continued 
in  the  charge,  after  passing  the  first  line  of 
works,  assisting  in  capturing  one  lunette  with 
two  guns,  and  another  with  five.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Georee  W.  Dobb,  commanding  regiment, 
was  wounded  near  the  works,  and  died  shortly 
after. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  W.  Shoemakxr, 

Captain  Oommnndlns  Fourth  Oblo  Volonteer  Cavaliy, 
Major  R.  Burns, 

A.  a.  A.  G.,  Second  Brigade. 

HuJKiDixmsGHiQAaoBoAiDornuDiBAnntT,        ) 

sworn  OiTMoii,  Cataibt  COan,  M.  0.  M.,y 

MAOOir,  GnoMU,  May  0, 1866.    ) 

Captain— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  ]^art  taken  by  the  bat- 
tery unoer  my  command  in  the  late  campaign : 

The  battery  left  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  on  the 
morning  of  March  twenty-second,  marching  in 
connection  with  the  division  via  Cherokee  sta* 
tion,  on  the  road  leading  to  Frankfort,  as  di- 
rected by  the  orders  of  the  commanding  Gener- 
al, marching  this  day  about  twenty-two  miles, 
over  roads  naturally  very  bad,  but  rendered 
much  worse  by  the  recent  rain  and  the  passage 
of  the  wagon  train  in  advance  of  us.  On  the 
twenty-third  continued  the  march,  camping  with 
the  division  at  Frankfort,  Alabama.  Thus  the 
march  was  continued,  in  close  connection  with 
the  division,  until  one  o'clock  p.  x.  of  March 
twenty-sevent|i,  when  I  received  orders  to  move 
my  battery  on  the  road,  and  wait  for  the  pon- 
toon train  to  pass.  This  I  did,  the  First  brigade 
being  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and,  as  I  learned 
from  its  commander,  was  also  waiting  for  the 
passage  of  the  pontoon  train.  The  rear  of  this 
train  hardly  passed  my  command  when  it  found 
itself  witii  nearly  the  entire  train  stuck  in  ^e 
mud ;  and,  as  it  was  now  getting  dark  and  rain- 
ing hard,  the  road  being  completely  blockaded 
by  the  pontoon  train,  in  absence  of  orders  from 
the  division  commander,  I  put  my  command 
into  camp,  and  waited  until  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-eighth,  when,  marching  at  five  o'clock, 
I  attempted  to  rejoin  the  division,  but  ibund  the 
road  stiB  blockaded  by  the  pontoon  train,  and  the 
soil  oi  such  a  quicksuid  nature  as  to  render  it 
ahnost  impossible  to  move  out  of  the  beaten 
road,  but  by  using  my  entire  foroe  of  cannon- 
eers as  a  pioneer  party,  and  taking  a  circuitous 
route  through  the  woods,  I  was  enabled,  after 
about  two  hours'  labor,  by  this  means  to  repass 
the  pontoon  train  and  secure  the  road;  and, 
reaching  headquarters  of  the  division  at  eleven 
o'clock,  I  received  orders  from  the  Brigadier- 
General  commanding  to  move  on  and  join  the 
First  brigade  beyond  Jasper ;  but,  upon  reach- 
ing Jasper,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  direct 
road  taken  by  the  First  brigade,  and  I  there- 
fore moved  my  batterv  on  the  direct  road  lead- 
ing to  the  ford  by  which  it  was  expected  the 
command  would  cross  the  Black  Warrior  river. 
I  arrived  with  my  battery  at  this  ford  about 
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five  o'clock  tbat  eveoing  and  encamped,  learn- 
ing Ihat  the  Second  brigade  would  be  there 
also  that  evening.  On  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
U^ninth  I  moyed  idv  battery  acroas  the  Blade 
Warrior  river,  oomplTing  with  Ihe  orders  of  the 
division  commander,  ana  moving  in  connection 
with  the  division,  camped  alv>at  a  mile  Bomth 
of  Cane  creek  and  eighteen  miles  from  Elyton. 
On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  after  mardiing 
some  four  miles  on  the  road  leading  to  Eljton, 
the  stream^  were  found  to  be  so  much  swoUen 
hj  the  rain  of  the  night  previous,  as  to  make  it 
impracticable  to  ford  them  with  mj  battery,  and 
I  was  ordered  by  the  division  commander  to 
move  back  on  this  road,  recross  Cane  creek,  and 
take  the  road  leading  to  the  left,  by  which  I  was 
compelled  to  make  a  circuitous  march  of  thirty- 
six  miles  to  reaph  Elyton,  ^ere  I  arrived  at  ei^t 
o'clock  P.1L,  but  not  finding  the  division  a£  tmit 
point,  and  in  the  absence  of  orders,  my  horses 
being  very  much  fatigued  by  the  excessive 
march  over  bad  roads,  I  encamped ;  soon  after 
which  I  learned  from  Colonel  Minty,  command- 
ing Second  Mgade,  that  he  was  then  with  his 
command  about  two  miles  £rom  me,  and  wo«ld 
move  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  thirty-first  I 
daUed  on  Colonel  Minty  in  persoii  that  niffht, 
and  decaded  to  move  in  Connection  with  £im 
until  I  could  rejoin  the  division,  which  I  did  at 
ten  o'clock  p.  m.  of  April  first,  at  Plantersville, 
having  marched  that  cby  forty-nine  miles. 

Up  to  this  time  the  only  obstacle  encountered 
by  my  command  w^  the  very  bad  roads,  the 
nature  uid  condition  of  which  is,jof  course,  so 
well  known  to  the  division  commander,  as  to 
make  any  description  of  .them  unnecessary  in 
this  report 

On  the  morning  of  April  second,  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock,  I  again  moved  my  battery  in  con- 
nection, with  the  division,  as  per  order  of  the 
division  commander,  on  the  road  t<5  Sehna,  Ala., 
in  front  of  which  I  arrived  about  three  o'clock 
p.  M.,  and  took  up  a  position  about  two  mUee 
from  the  city  on  the  Summerfield  road,  and 
awaiting  further  orders  from  the  division  com- 
■lander.  My  position  at  this  time  was  about 
fourteen  hundred  (1,^00^  yards  from  the  strong 
works  of  the  enemy,  oehind  which  he  was 
posted.  At  about  half^ast  four  o'clock,  at  an 
interview  with  the  division  commander,  I  was 
notified  that  the. line  was  about  to  make  the  as- 
sault upon  the  works  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
already  commenced  the  use  of  his  artillery  upon 
our  line.  I  was  further  directed  to  conform  the 
movements  of  iny  battery  as  muoh  as  I  could  to 
the  movements  and  advance  of  our  line,  and  to 
direct  my  fire  so  as  to  produce  the  most  eSect 
upon  the  enemy,  and  to  render  the  most  assist- 
ance to  the  advanoe  of  the  line  making  the  as- 
sault I  therdfore  decided  that  as  the  line  ad- 
vanced to  advanoe  one  section  of  n^  battenr  as 
okae  to  the  enen^'s  works  as  the  nature  of  the 
fiTound  would  permit,  that  my  fire  could  be 
dii-eoted  with  more  precision  and  effect    No- 

rcing  movements  in  the  line  <m  my  right  which 
supposed  to  be  an  advance,  I  moved  one  sec* 


tion  forward,  about  four  hundred  yaida,  &Qf 
exposing  botJi  its  fianks  to  an  tdmost  dinot  ire 
from  the  enemy's  artillery,  while  he  wis  ma% 
it  upon  me  directly  in  my  front  Aalwastiiat 
in  an  advanced  and  very  exposed  positioQ  wifii 
this  section,  and  having  mistekea  ta»  movemeat 
of  the  line  for  an  immediate  'advance,  I  vitb- 
drew  tins  section  to  my  first  position,  and  kept 
up  my  firing  from  that  point  ttbtOtfae  luie  moTed 
forward  to  the  assault,  when  I  moved  my  whole 
battery  forward  to  the  advance  position  refetred 
to,  replying  rapidly  to  the  fire  of  &e  eaenxfi 
artili^  until  it  was  siljniced  by  the  dose  ap- 
proach of  our  men  to  the  works,  which  in  a  mo- 
ment more  were  in  their  possossJon.  From  this 
advanced  position  I  was  able  to  partial^  enfi- 
lade a  kmg  line  of  the  enemy's  works  on  m  j 
left,  which  was  being  enfiladed  by  the  fire  of 
our  forces  that  had  carried  the  works  to  my 
right  and  front,  causing  the  enemy  to  seek  shdtsr 
outside  of  the  breastworks,  and  between  then 
and  ihe  palisades,  under  &e  protection  of  whidi 
he  was  endeavoring  to  make  his  escape^  No- 
ticing this  I  directed  the  fire  of  two  of  my  guns 
down  this  line,  and  with  good  effect  At  the 
same  time  I  ordered  one  section,  under  lieu- 
tenant OrtfSn,  to  advance  inside  the  wo^  dov 
in  our  possession,  for  the  purpose  of  enngiiif 
the  ret>el  artilleTy  that  had  now  opeuea  upoa 
our  line  from  works  dose  up  to  town,  ridmg 
forward  tiapelt  to  select  ^be  positioo  for  &e 
section.  ThQ  road  Was  now  bemg  r^idly  filled 
by  an  advancing  column  of  mounted  troops, 
which  prevented  this  section  frrai  getting  up 
as  promptly  as  I  desired ;  but  I  soon  had  it  in 
position,  closely  foOowed  by  the  balance  of  mj 
battery,  and  opened  upon  the  inner' line  of  works, 
which,  like  the  first,  was  soon  in  the  possessioa 
of  our  troops,  and  rendering  further  firing  un- 
necessary. 

Receiving  no  further  orders,  and  having 
learned  that  the  Brigadier-Genenu  conunanding 
had  been  wounded  early  in  the  engagement,! 
held  my  batten^  awaiting  orders  from  his  suc- 
cessor, which  I  received  from  Colonel  R.  H.  G. 
Minty  late  in  the  evening  to  ^  into  camp.  I 
have  no  losses  to  report  during  this  eqgage- 
ment 

On  the  morning  of  April  third,  hj  direction 
of  the  Colonel  commanding  division,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  destroy  the  captured  ordnance  al<nig 
the  line  of  works,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
memoranda,  viz.:  thirty-pounder  Parrott  gun, 
one;  fourteen-pounder  iron  guns  (old  model), 
five;  twelve-pounder  light  guns,  four;  three- 
inoh  rifled  guns,  three ;  twelve-pounder  howitz- 
ers, three;  nx^under  rifled  guns  (brass), 
two ;  mountain  howitzers,  two.  Total,  tweptr 
guns,  with  carriages.  These  rans  were  spflced, 
me  trunions  knocked  off  of  the  most  of  them, 
rendering  them  entirely  useless  until  recast 
The  carnages  and  limbers,  with  fic^  caisaona, 
were  burned.  I  also  cauiBed  to  be  deatroyea 
about  four  thousand  three  hundred  rooada  of 
ammunition.  On  the  evening  of  April  fifSi  I 
received  orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding 


DOCUMENTS. 


«87 


to  hare  a  secdon  in  readiness  at  midnight  to 
•coompany  an  expedition  that  was  to  be  sent 
out   This  section  was  furnisbed  under  com- 
muMi  of  Lieutenant  (jkiffin,  retoming  to  Selma, 
after  an  absence  of  twenty-fonr  hours,  having 
marched  about  forty  miles.  On  the  afternoon  of 
ipril  eighth  I  crossed  the  Alabama  river  with 
mjbattOT,  and  encamped  with  the  division  on 
tM  road  leadii^  to  Montgomery  and  five  miles 
from  Selma.    On  the  evening  of  &e  ninth,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Colonel  command- 
ing, I  proceeded  with  one  section  of  iny  battery 
to  the  Alabama  river,  at  a  point  some  six  miles 
ftboTe  Selma,  with  instructions  to  watoh  for  and 
prevent  any  boats  passing  down  the  river.    On 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  I  was  ordered  back  to 
my  encampment,  not  having  had  occasion  to  use 
my  guns,  Itnd  snortly  afterwards  resxmied  the 
march  in  connection  with  the  division  toward 
Moot^omery,  encountering  very  bad  roads,  and 
campmg  at  eight  o'clock  p.  M.  near  Benton.  Re- 
suming the  march  on  the  eleventh  found  the 
roads  at  times  almost  impassable,  requiring  much 
labor  of  a  pioneer  character,  keeping  the  command 
up  and  on  the  road  all  of  that  night    Continued 
the  march  during  the  twelfth,  and  camped  at 
Catoma  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
I  marched  my  battery  in  connection  with  the 
divigion  through  Montgomery,  camping  seven 
mfles  east  of  it.    On  the  fourteenth  the  march 
was  resumed   toward   Columbus,  Georgia,  at 
which  place  the  command  arrived  on  the  seven- 
teenth, from  thence  to  Maeon,  Georgia,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  April  twenties. 

hi  view  of  the  fact  of  the  division  commander 
beiog  always  in  the  inmiediate  vieinity  of  the 
command,  I  can  hardly  feel  justified  in  making 
80  lengthy  a  report,  and  any  report  of  the  oper- 
ations and  movements  of  my  battery  would 
seem  to  be  almost  unnecessary. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  battery  has 
marched  in  twenty-one  days  upwards  of  six 
htmdred  miles,  varying  from  twenty-two  to 
forty^ine  miles  each  day,  or  at  an  average  of 
about  thirty-mileSj  which  in  consideration  of 
the  very  bad  condition  of  the  roads  for  a  large 
part  of  diia  distance,  I  consider  almost  unpre- 
cedented in  the  movements  of  artillery. 

I  am,  Oaptai^,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

ObO.  J.  ROBIVSOK, 
CliVUtn  OommMiding  Battery. 

Captain  T.  W.  Scow, 

A.  JLA.G.,SeooDdDlTlrt(maa,lf.II.M. 

BMaqpTAaam  9mmrm  FwnmnvAmA  CATAtBT,  1 
IprUS,  180ft.     / 

Mxxm — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engagement 
of  the  second  instant  in  front  of  Selma,  Alabama : 

The  raiment  went  into  action  with  three  field 
and  $tMtt  officers,  ten  line  officers,  and  three 
bimdred  and  fifty-three  enlisted  men.  We 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  covering  the 
Sommerfi^  road. 

As  we  advanced  the  enemy  from  his  entrench- 


ments poured  deadly  volleys  into  our  ranks, 
but  wiuiout  a  cheok  the  works  in  our  front  were 
carried,  and  the  rebels  driven  in  confusion  be- 
fore us.  Portions  of  Companies  "  B  and  I,**  led 
by  Lieutenant  Si^und  (who  was  killed  just  at 
the  moment  of  victory),  were  among  the  nrat  to 
enter  the  works,  taking  i^ossession  of  a  fort  with 
one  piece  of  artillery,  caissons,  and  twelve  pris- 
oners. We  followed  closely  after  the  discom- 
fited enemy,  but  a  dense  and  swampy  woods 
prevented  our  inflicting  much  damage.  Emerg- 
ing from  the  timber  we  found  the  rebels  under 
st^lter  of  some  interior  works,  cotton  bales  and 
old  buildings.  They  were  soon  flying  from  this 
point,  and  .we  were  in  possession  of  six  ad-« 
ditioiial  pieces  of  artillery,  including  one  thirty- 
pounder  and  one  twelve-pounder  Parrott,  with 
many  prisoners.  At  this  jimcture  we  were 
directed  by  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  division, 
to  halt  and  reform,  and  were  afterwards  held  in 
reserve. 

The  forts  containing  the  P^urrottgun  mounted 
seven,  others  which  were  taken  by  the  men  of 
the  Seven  di  Pennsylvania  and  Fourth  Ohio,  but 
are  not  included  in  the  capture  of  this  reeiment 
Sergeant  Seigfaeid,  Company  **  F."  was  toe  first 
in  the  fort,  followed  cloisely  by  Sereeant  Bickel, 
Company  "  I,"  with  tiie  reeimental  colois.  Ser- 
geant John  Ennis,  standard  bearer,  having  fallen 
mortally  wounded  in  the  charge  on  the  outer 
works.  In  the  work  most  of  &e  gimners  were 
taken  with  their  pieces. 

The  regiment  captured  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eient  prisoners,  seven  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  two  nundred  and  forty-muskets  and  rifles ; 
the  latter  were  destroyed  on  the  field. 

Our  casualties  were  one  line  officer  killed,  one 
field  officer  and  three  line  officers  wounded, 
one  enlisted  man  lolled,  and  forty-seven  wound- 
ed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  Andress, 
Lleatenant-OokKiel,  Oommanding  Regiment 


EMiSKfOAi 


iOhbHo! 


>  juiD  TimTT-nnBD  luisrta  1 
A,ALA.,AprU6,ll<i&.    / 


Captain — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yo\i  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  fight  "vHth  Gen- 
eral Forrest,  at  MaplevUle  station,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  ihrst  instant,  and  in  the  assault  and 
capture  of  Sehna,  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
instant,  by  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Illinois  volunteers,  mounted  infantry. 

Barly  in  the  tftomoon  of  the  first  instant, 
after  our  scoute  and  advance  guard-  had  skir- 
mished for  some  twenty  miles  with  two  or  three 
battalions  of  rebels,  killing,  wounding,  and  cap- 
turing some  along  the  whole  route,  on  reaching 
Mapleville  station,  on  the  Selma  railroad,  the 
enemy  was  found  in  considerably  stronger  force ; 
and  as  our  advance  guard  had  been  temporarily 
repulsed,  our  brigade  was  ordered  forward, 
dismounted  in  line.  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois  occupying  the  right  centre  of  the 
brigade.  We  advanced  through  the  woods  a 
mile  or  more,  reaching  a  slough  over  which 
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Bkirmishers  immediately  hnrried,  on  a  sort  of 
old  dan),  and  pursued  the  routed  enemy,  who 
were  flying  in  the  wildest  confusion  from  Gren- 
eral  Upton,  who  charged  opportunely  on  our 
left  The^  succeeded  in  capturing  quite  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
cavalry  ran  the  enemy  away  before  the  main 
line  could  effect  a  crossing  of  the  slough.  Our 
horses  coming  up  we  mounted  and  moved  to 
Plantersville  station,  and  went  into  camp  for 
the  night  We  sustained  no  loss.  Our  skir- 
mishers brought  in  eight  jprisoners. 

We  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day 
of  April  at  nine  o'clock  for  Selma,  Alabama. 
Marched  twdnty-one  miles,  and  at  a  quarter-past 
three  o'clock,  the  advance  of  our  division  arrived 
before'the  formidable  works  of  Selma,  when  the 
enemy  defiantly  sallied  out  and  made  demon- 
strations as  if  about  to  attack  us.  The  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers 
was  ordered  up  in  line  in  front  of  the  works  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  city,  dismounted,  and 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  line  joining  the  Seven- 
teentii  Indiana  on  the  right  After  driving  the 
enemy  inside  their  works  we  lay  for  a  short 
time  skirmishing  to  good  effect,  until  arrange- 
ments being  perfected  for  a  permanent  forma- 
tion of  the  line  preparatory  to  the  assault,  we 
were  moved  by  the  right  flank  past  Colonel 
Minly's  brigade,  which  had  been  formed  on  our 
right,  and  formed  on  the  right  of  his  brigade, 
just  behind  a  slight  ridge  a  half  mUe  from  the 
rebel  works,  my  regiment  occupying  the  left  of 
our  brigade,  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois  the  centre, 
and  Seventeenth  Indiana  the  right  Throwing 
forward  two  men  from'a  company  out  of  this 
their  lines  for  skirmishers,  at  General  Long*8 
''forward*'  the  entire  line  started  up  with  a 
bound,  yelling,  shouting,  and  all  pushing  for- 
ward under  a  most  terrific  cannonade,  and 
through  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets,  losing  offi- 
cers and  men  at  every  step,  until  we  cleared  the 
high  picket  fence,  crossea  the  ditch  and  scaled 
the  high  earthworks,  and  planted  our  regi- 
mental standard  first  of  any  in  the  coi?imand  on 
the  works  of  Selma.  The  most  of  our  men  who 
were  hurt  fell  killed  or  wounded  almost  at  the 
rebel  works,  where  we  struck  and  scaled  the 
work9 ;  and  the  rebels,  who  had  fought  us  so 
desperately  as  to  club  their  guns  on  some  of 
our  men  broke  and  fled,  we  following  tiiem  on 
through  the  thick  swampy  woods,  while  we 
could  only  hear  the  roar  of  the  conflict,  and  the 
shouts  of  our  comrades  on  the  right  and  left, 
but  could  see  nothing.  At  the  edge  of  the  woods 
LieutenanlrGolonel  Biggs,  commanding  regiment, 
was  severely  wounded  while  leading  the  regi- 
ment rapidly  and  resistlessly  forward,  Captain 
Adams  the  next  ranking  officer  having  been 
wounded  before  we  reacned  the  works.  I  as- 
sumed command  of  the  regiment  about  the  time 
Colonel  Vail  took  command  of  the  brigade 
(Colonel  Miller  having  been  wounded).  We 
captured  prisoners  by  the  score,  fort  after  fort, 
with  their  guns,  until  we  had  reached  and 
planted  our  flag  on  the  three  inner  forts,  and 


were  nearing  the  city  itself,  when  Geneial  Up- 
ton came  dashing  through  tlie  outer  works,  and 
mistaking  us  for  the  enemy  fired  on  us  undl  we 
signalled  him  who  we  were.  He  then  charged 
(his  men  mounted)  right  into  town  and  after  the 
retreating  enemy.  Our  forces  being  afanoit 
tired  down,  we  were  halted  bv  Colonel  Mintj 
near  the  place  where  our  brigade  encamped  os 
the  ni^ht  of  the  second  instant,  on  the  field  in 
ihe  suburbs  of  Selma. 

My  regiment  went  into  action  with  fonrteea 
commissioned  officers  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  enlisted  men.  Our  loss  was  one  offi- 
cer killed,  Lieutenant  Odio  J.  MeManns,  who  fell 
just  before  readung  the  woiks  while  gaUaoth 
leading  his  men,  and  six  officers  woonded, 
seven  men  kUled,  and  fosty-two  wounded.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  make  particular  mentioQ  of 
either  officers  or  men.  All  did  Aeir  duty  and 
deserve  the  highest  praise.  Sergeant  John 
Morgan,  Companv  '^  I,**  is  deserving  the  higher 
credit  for  his  galLntry  in  being  the  first  to  plant 
a  flag  upon  the  rebel  worls,  and  for  bemg  in  the 
extreme  advance  until  all  the  rebel  fcais  were 
captured,  planting  our  colors  on  each  of  them 
successively.  The  officers  wounded  are  Lieu- 
tenant4[k>lonel  Jonathan  Biggs,  Cwtain  William 
E.  Adams,  and  Lieutenant  Alexandw  P.  McNatt 
severely,  and  Captain  Owen  Wiley,  Adjutant 
Levi  B.  Bane,  and  Lieutenant  J.  U.  Hardiqg 
slightly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly, 
your  obedient  servant, 

OWDI  WlLW, 
11h|>i>fa  OfTWTanniltwg 
Captain  0.  F.  Bans, 

^  A.  A.  G.,  first  Brigade. 


iliumm  MoDinsp  Isi!ASBr,) 


HBAMVrAKBBS  NDnoT-i 

Suju,  Jku.,  April  T,186fi. 

Captain  0.  F.  Bane,  A.  A.  A.  O^  FimBri- 

gade^  <la 

8iB : — ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  reg- 
iment was  not  actively  engaged  on  tiie  first  in- 
stant,near  Plantersville.  My  regiment  dismounted 
and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Seventy-eeoood 
Indiana,  and  moved  forward  (wi&out  enooonter- 
ing  the  enemy)  until  we  reached  the  creek, 
where  I  moved  by  tiie  left  flank  to  our  bones. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seoonfl  instant^  the 
Ninety-eighth  Illinois  held  the  advance  of  the 
brigade,  and  upon  arriving  wi&in  one  mile  of 
the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Sehna,  on  the 
Summerfield  road,  was  quickly  dismounted,  and 
formed  in  line  under  tiie  cover  of  the  hiU  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  works,  on  tSie  left  of  the 
Si^cond  brigade,  and  supporting  the  battory  on 
the  hill.  Skirmishers  were  immediateJy  thrown 
forward.  Remained  in  this  position  fr^  about 
two  P.M.  until  near  four  and  a  half  p.  ic,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  changeposition,  and  move  toibe 
right  of  the  Second  brigade,  forming  oo  the  left 
of  the  Seventeen^  Indiana,  lUHte  cover  of  a 
ridge,  the  One  Hundred  and  IVenty-third  IDiiMUi 
forming  on  my  left 

Previous  to  change  of  position  I  was  ordsred 
to  furnish  a  detail  of  four  companies  to  proceed 
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in  search  of  a  wagon  train  in  direction  of  Som- 
merfield.  Oaptain  Montry,  of  Company  H,  was 
ordered  to  take  charge  of  Companies  H,  G,  F, 
and  K,  for  that  purpose.  Details  had  been 
made  for  picket  upon  my  regiment  in  the  morn- 
ing, 80  ^t  my  effective  force  in  action  con- 
sii^  of  but  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  en- 
\\sted  men,  and  eleven  officers.  I  formed  my  reg- 
iment in  single  rank,  directing  the  men  to  re- 
serve their  fire  nntil  near  enough  the  en^my  to 
be  effective.  At  about  five  p.  m.  orders  were 
riven  to  move  forward,  when  within  about  four 
hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works  the  whole 
line  moved  forward  at  double-quick  under  a  se- 
vere fire  of  musketry  and  artulery.  My  regi- 
ment went  through  the  stockade  (or  picket 
works)  over  the  ditch  and  breastworks  in  a  gal- 
lant s^le,  encountering  the  enemy  hand  to  hand 
in  tiieir  works,  compeUing  many  to  surrender, 
and  the  rest  to  retire  in  confusion. 

The  left  flank  of  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois  and 
the  right  flank  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois  charging  over  better  ground,  were 
first  to  enter  the  enemy's  works.  The  point 
first  struck  by  my  regiment  was  that  fronting 
the  bridge  over  the  ravine  on  the  Summerfield 
road,  and  between  the  two  redoubts.  After 
passing  the  enemy's  line  of  works,  the  Seven- 
teenth Indiana  bore  to  the  right,  and  the  One 
Hondred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  to  the  left, 
thus  I^vin^  a  large  interval  to  be  covered  by 
the  Ninety-eighth  niinois.  I  moved  forward  as 
fast  as  possible  towards  the  city,  passing  squads 
of  the  enemy  who  had  thrown  away  their  guns, 
and  whom  I  ordered  to  the  rear.  The  enemy 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  city  and  the  fortifica- 
tions on  my  right,  kept  up  a  continuous  but 
harmless  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  upon  my 
command,  whilst  I  was  moving  up  to  a  position 
neftr  the  cotton  gin  in  front  of  the  passenser 
depot  There  I  rallied  my  regiment  to  resist  wnat 
seemed  to  be  a  thousand  cavalry  charge  by  the 
enemy,  who  were  forming  near  the  saltpetre 
works ;  soon  after  this  Colonel  Vail,  who  bad  as* 
smned  command  of  brigade  (Colonel  Miller  be- 
ing woundedj,  ordered  me  to  form  fronting  the 
city,  and  hda  the  regiment  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency. 

Lieutenant  Wheelers,  Company  I,  and  a  sauad 
from  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois,  with  squads  from 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  and 
the  Second  brigade,  were  first  to  enter  the  fort 
in  front  of  the  city,  and  take  possession  of  the  four 
gims  therein.  Lieutenant  Junkins,  Company  B, 
and  six  men  from  Company  B,  became  separated 
from  &iB  regiment  after  passing  the  enemy's 
line  of  works,  and  moved  forward  and  fought 
with  the  Seventeenth  Indiana. 

Mv  regiment  remained  in  line  under  fire  of 
mnwetry  from  the  city,  until  the  Fourth  division 
charged  into  the  city,  on  the  Bumville  road, 
went  into  camp  near  saltpetre  works  at  ten  p.  m. 

Some  seventy  or  more  of  the  enemy  were 
captured  by  my  regiment  in  works,  and  within 
two  hundred  yards  after  passing  the  same.  I 
ordered  ail  the  prisoners  to  the  rear,  but  on  ac- 
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count  of  the  paucity  of  my  command  could  not 
spare  any  men  to  guard  them.  I  kept  my  men 
together  until  after  we  went  into  camp,  and  did 
not' permit  them  to  straggle  or  go  in  search  of 
plunder  or  captured  property  in  the  city,  al- 
though quite  a  number  of  them  foUowin?  the 
general  example  did  find  their  way  there  ourinfi; 
me  night  time.  The  enlisted  men  of  my  regi- 
ment fought  as  they  always  have,  nobly  and 
bravely.  The  officers.  Captain  Hoffman,  Com- 
pany B,  Captain  Flood,  Company  E,  Captain 
Thistlewood,  Company  G,  Captain  Stanfbrd, 
Company  A,  Captain  Banta,  Company  I,  Lieu- 
nant  Spurgen,  Company  K,  Lieutenant  Junkins, 
Company  B,  Lieutenant  Boes,  Companv  £, 
and  Lieutenant  Wheeler,  Company  I,  all  ac- 
quitted themselves  in  a  becoming  and  praise- 
worthy manner.  Captains  Hoffman  and  Flood, 
senior  line  officers  and  acting  field  officers,  were 
especially  useful  in  that  capacity.  Captain 
Thistlewood,  of  Company  E,  after  being  severely 
wounded  in  the  right  leg,  kept  up  with  the  com- 
mand for  over  a  mile.  Adjutant  Adenknoph, 
whilst  bravely  encouraging  the  men  on  the 
right  flank  to  charge  the  enempr's  works,  fell  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  left  thigh,  across  the  ra- 
vine in  front  of  the  picket  works. 

The  loss  of  the  Ninety-eighth  Illinois  is  as 
follows :  Enlisted— ^Ued  upon  the  field,  nine ; 
mortally  wounded,  two,  both  since  dead ;  se- 
verely wounded,  eleven;  slightly  wounded, 
ten  ;  commissioned  officers,  severely  wounded, 
two ;  slightly,  three :  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
thirty-nine.  Effective  force  engaged — Enlisted, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one ;  officers,  eleven.  I 
do  not  claim  for  my  regiment  the  exclusive 
honor  of  entering  the  enemy's  works  first,  but  I 
do  claim  that  the  left  flank  of  my  regiment  were 
upon  the  works  as  soon  as  the  men  from  any 
other  regiment 

Captain  Montry,  Company  H,  in  command  of 
the  four  companies  detailed  from  the  Ninety* 
eighth  BlinolB,  proceeded  to  Summerfield,  driv- 
ing the  enemy's  pickets  through  the  town  until 
he  came  to  the  enemy  in  force,  supposed  to  be 
fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  strong,  being 
a  portion  of  Forrest's  command  moving  towards 
Marion ;  not  finding  any  wagon  train  he  returned 
to  camp  without  loss. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Ninety-eighth  Il- 
linois under  my  command  on  the  second  in- 
stant, did  their  duty  cheerfully,  manfully,  and 
without  once  fedtering.  I  only  claim  for  them 
a  fair  and  equal  share  of  **  all  the  honors  and  all 
the  glory"  attached  to  the  capture  of  Selma. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KiTGHELL, 
lieatenant-Ooloiiel,  Oommandlog  Ninetj-el^th  Illinois. 

HBAOQUABms  SavMiMHiB  RiODiBiT  Irduva  Vounmnta,  > 
AprU  26,  1866.        / 

Captain  T.  W.  SooUy  Acting  AsaistcaU  Acfftt- 
tant-Gfeneral,  Second  Division  Cavalry  Corps : 
Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  send  (in  accordance 

with  your  order)  four  rebel  flags,  marked  by 

whom  captured. 
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The  large  flag  of  the  "  Sixth  RegimeDt  Arkan- 
sas Volunteers  "  was  captured  on  a  train  at  the 
railroad  depot,  on  occupying  Macon,  by  Sergeant 
John  W.  Deen,  of  Company  "  C,"  Seventeentli 
Indiana  volunteers. 

The  flag  marked  "  captured  by  Reuben  Phil- 
Kps,  Company  *C,'  Seventeenth  Indiana  volun- 
teers'' (battle  flag),  was  got  at  the  same  time  and 
place. 

The  battle  flag  marked  **  captured  by  First 
Lieutenant  James  H.  McDowell,  company '  B,' 
Seventeenth  Indiana  volunteers/'  was  surren- 
dered to  him  by  Colonel  Cununins,  in  the  rebel 
works  on  the  Columbus  road,  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  Macon,  Georgia,  on  the  surrender  of 
said  works. 

The  rebel  flag  marked  on  the  flae  "  Worrell 
Greys,"  was  captured  by  privates  A  K.  Hudson 
and  J.  Davis,  from  a  battalion  of  militia  near 
Culloden,  Georgia,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  in 
which  a  small  party  of  the  regiment  ran  about 
two  hundred  militia. 

I  also  hold,  subject  to  orders,  four  two-pounder 
Travis  guns,  breech-loading  smooth-bore,  brass. 


They  are  not  mounted.  They  were  found  by 
Corporal  Bottoff,  of  Company  "  K,"  boxed  x^ 
and  buried  in  the  small-pox  graveyard  He 
(Bottoff)  was  directed  to  them  by  a  rebel  sol- 
aier.  The  guns  were  made  for  preaentation  to 
lieutenant-Ueneral  Forrest 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  has  been 
the  custom  to  allow  regiments  to  retain  flags 
captured  by  &em,  in  order  that  they  mtj  be 
sent  by  the  regiments  to  their  State  libraries, 
and  I  would,  therefore,  ask  that  the  flags  be  re- 
turned to  the  regiment,  to  be  disposed  of  in 
this  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  J.  Wed^eb. 

Ua^  OoimnMHUny  1 


HaiDQamBt  Sktoid  Buniwi,  Bkusd  DmBMi) 

Cataibt  Oobfs,  niK  IUocmt,  Gbobqu,     V 

A|rU2B,180S.  J 

Captain — ^Below  please  find  report  of  number 
of  guns,  prisoners,  flags,  &;c.,  captured  by  this 
command,  forwarded  in  compliance  with  circa- 
hurs  from  headquarters  Second  division  cavaky 
corps,  dated  April  6, 1865. 


BXaXMBIT. 

nmomBBi. 

PIKBB  OP 

ARMt. 

miABB. 

8eT«nth  Panosylvuila  OtTaliy. . . . 
FoortliUicblganaivalry 

S16 

162 

40 

100 

T 
8 

260 
60 

BaUrotd  bridge  weft  or  SfliznA  <lflsU07«d  Afril  81 

Third  Ohio  Cavalry 

|y>Qrth  Ohio  OftTaJry 

Three  hundred  baleg  ootton  daitroy^  Mar  SetaBit. 

Total ^ 

507 

16 

800 

The  pieces  of  artillery  mentioned  above  were 
captured  jointly  by  Seventli  Pennsylvania  and 
Fourth  Ohio. 

Respectfully, 

Borage  N.  Howland, 

UeatonaDt-Oolonel  Oommanding  Brigade. 

Captain  T.  W.  Soott, 

A.  A.  A.  G.  Second  Divlalon,  Oavalry  Corps. 

operations  of  the  fourth  DIVIBION. 

Hbidquartbbs  Fouxm  Catiijkt  Diysion,  1 
May,  1806.        / 

Mcfiar  E,  B.  Beaumont,  A.  A.  G.  Cavalry  Carps, 

M,B.M.: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  Fourth  cavalry 
division  during  the  late  campaign. 

To  avoid  demy  in  leaving  Chickasaw,  the  train 
was  seen  on  the  nineteenth  of  March  to  Chero- 
kee station,  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  rail- 
road, and  was  followed  by  First  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Brevet  Brigadier-Generaf  Winslow, 
on  the  twenty-first 

The  general  movement  commenced  on  the 
twenty-second  of  March — ^Winslow's  brigade 
and  train  camping  near  Throckmorton's  mil^  the 
Second  brieade,  commanded  by  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-Oeneral  Alexander,  camping  on  Cane  creek, 
twenty-five  miles  from  Chickasaw. 

March  twenty-third.  Left  Russelville  to  our 


ri^ht  and  camped  at  Newburg — distance  thirty 
miles.    Found  plenty  of  com  and  provisions. 

March  twenty-fourth.  March  resumed — Gen- 
eral Alexander  moving  from  Mount  Hope  tia 
Houston  toward  Clear  Creek  Falls,  General 
Winslow  and  train  moving  via  Kinlock  and 
Hubbard's  mill,  on  head  waters  of  Sip^ey. 

The  road  was  exceedii^ly  mountainous  and 
forage  scarce.  First  brigade  made  sixteen 
miles. 

March  twenfy-fifth.  March  resumed.  Bri- 
gades united  and  camped  at  Clear  Greek  FaDs— 
distance  thirty  miles.  Country  almost  desdtalo 
of  forage. 

Marcn  twenty-sixth.  Geheral  Winslow  was 
directed  to  move  via  Bartonville  and  Hanlj^ 
mill  toward  Elyton;  General  Alexander  and 
train  via  Jasper  and  Democrat 

General  Winslow,  finding  the  Sipsey  unford- 
able,  moved  down  the  Black  Warrior  to  San- 
ders' ferry,  where  Uie  division  camped  for  tiie 
nightr— distance  twenty-three  miles. 

Foraffe  found  below  Sanders'  ferry. 

March  twenty-seventh.  Crossed  Black  War- 
rior over  an  extremely  dangerous  ford.  General 
Alexander's  brigade  camped  on  east  bank  of  Lo- 
cust Fork.  General  Winslow's  brigade  marched 
all  night  and  arrived  on  west  bank  at  four  o'clock 
A.  M .,  next  morning  distance  fifteen  miles.  I^ 
visions  and  forage  scarce. 
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Ifardi  twenty-eighth.  Marched  at  ten  o*clock 
▲.  M. — Genial  Alexander's  brigade  camping  at 
ElTton ;  Creneral  Winslow  at  Hawkins'  plantar 
tioD,  two  miles  west— distance  twenty  miles. 

The  road  was  exceedingly  rough,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  day's  march  we  debonched  into  a 
bcaatiful  valley,  rich  in  provision  and  forage. 

Patterson's  r^ment,from  Northern  Alabama, 
passed  through  jEHyton  jnst  before  the  arrival  of 
the  division.  Its  rear  was  driven  out  by  Gen- 
eral Alexander's  advance. 

By  direction  of  the  Brevet  Major-Greneral 
commanding  the  corps,  the  train  remained  at 
Elyton  tiU  the  arrival  of  the  corps  train.  The 
division  moved  at  10:30  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth,  with  a  view  to  secnre  a  crossing  over  the 
Oihawba  river  that  night ;  but  the  ford  having 
been  obstructed  by  Patterson's  regiment,  and  a 
heavy  rain  setting  in,  which  soon  raised  the 
river,  prevented  more  -than  one  regiment  get- 
ting across — distance  fifteen  miles. 

The  McDvain  and  Red  Mountain  Iron  Works 
were  destroyed  near  Elyton. 

March  thirtieth.  General  Winslow  converted 
the  raUroad  bridge  over  the  Cahawba  into  a 
foot  bridge,  and  at  half-past  nine  a.  m.  the  cross- 
ing commenced.  The  division  camped  at  Monte- 
vallo,  distance  seventeen  miles. 

Road  was  bad  ;  forage  and  provisions  found 
in  abundance  around  Montevallo.  A  colliery 
and  the  Central  Iron  Works  were  destroyed 
near  the  Oahawba,  while  detachments  sent  out 
from  Montevallo  destroyed  the  Columbiana  and 
Bibb  Iron  Works.  There  being  strong  indica- 
tions of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  lai^e 
force,  the  division  awaited  die  arrival  of  l£e 
corps. 

March  thirty-first  The  Brevet  Major-General 
conmnnding  the  corps  having  arrived,  I  was 
directed  to  move  out  at  half-past  one  p.  m. 
About  two  miles  south  of  the  town  the  advance 
of  Roddy's  division  was  encountered.  It  was 
immediately  charged  by  Creneral  Alexander  and 
driven  back  in  great  confusion  upon  their  main 
position  behind  a  difficult  creek,  losing  several 
fdsonero,  and  abandoning  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments at  every  step.  Dispositi6ns  were  at  once 
made  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  while  Rodney's 
battery  I,  Fourth  artillery,  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion and  opened  fire. 

Afcer  some  skirmishing,  without  awaiting  a 
trial  at  arms,  the  enemy  withdrew.  General 
Winslow  now  took  up  the  pursuit,  and  by  a 
aories  of  brilliant  and  impetuous  charges  drove 
the  enemy  till  late  in  the  night,  capturing  many 
prisoners,  arms,  and  accoutrements. 

The  division,  elated  with  having  ridden  down 
the  enemy  in  every  conflict  during  the  day, 
camped  three  miles  north  of  Randolph,  having 
made  fourteen  miles. 

April  first  The  pursuit  was  resumed  as  far 
as  Randolph,  where  pursuant  to  vour  instruc- 
tions die  division  took  the  roaa  to  the  left, 
leading  to  Old  Maplesville,  leaving  the  main 
Befana  road,  along  which  the  enemy  retired  for 
General  Long's  division.  To  cover  the  move- 
ment the  advance  guard  was  directed  to  pursue 


the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  then  remain 
until  relieved  by  General  Long  s  division.  Pro- 
ceeding about  four  miles  to  the  left  of  Randolph 
my  command  took  a  road  to  the  right,  leading 
tlu'ough  Maplesville  station,  and  intersecting 
the  main  Selma  road  at  Ebenezer  Church. 

Anticipating  an  opportunity  to  flank  the  ene- 
my at  this  pomt  the  march  of  the  division  was 
hastened,  and  at  four  p.  m.  he  was  found  in  po- 
sition, his  force,  commanded  by  General  Forrest 
in  person,  consisting  of  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavahy,  his  right  resting  on  Mulberry  creek,  and 
his  left  on  a  mgh  wooded  ridge  near  Bogler's 
creek. 

General  Alexander  threw  his  brigade  into 
action,  dismounted  with  great  celerity,  and  after 
a  stubborn  fight  of  an  hour's  duration  routed 
the  enemy  and  captured  his  p^uns.  General 
Winslow  took  up  the  pursuit  with  his  brigade, 
mounted,  captured  three  hundred  prisoners, 
and  drove  the  enemy  through  Plantersville, 
nineteen  miles  from  Selma,  where  the  division 
camped  for  the  night,  having  made  twenty 
miles. 

April  second.  The  division  marched  at  ten 
A.  M.  for  Selma,  following  the  Second  division, 
arriving  in  front  of  the  fortifications  on  the  Plan« 
tersviUe  road  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

It  was  being  placed  in  position,  preparatory 
to  a  night  attack  on  the  enemy's  right,  when 
General  Long's  division  carried  the  works  in 
its  front 

The  division  was  immediately  ordered  for- 
ward, the  skirmish  line  driving  the  enemy  from 
the  works  in  its  front  and  capturing  five  guns. 

General  Winslow  brought  forward  the  Fourth 
Iowa  at  a  gallop,  and  churging  into  the  city  in 
various  directions,  captured  several  pieces  of  ^ 
artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

The  Seventh  Ohio  calvary  was  sent  out  the 
Bumsville  road  and  captured  four  guns,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  prisoners,  and  many 
small  arms. 

April  3d.  The  division  moved  out  from  Selma 
with  instructions  to  pursue  the  remnants  of 
Forrest's  command  across  the  Cahawba.  and  to 
meet  and  escort  the  general  train  to  the  city. 
It  returned  on  the  sixth,  having  made  a  circuit 
pf  ninety  miles. 

April  eighth.  At  nine  p.  m.  the  division  com- 
menced crossing  the  Alabama  river  on  a  pon- 
toon bridge.  The  passage  was  soon  interrupted 
by  the  descent  oi  drift  wood,  which  carried 
away  the  bridge.  The  breach  was  repaured  at 
abont  two  p.  mt  on  the  ninth,  and  the  crossing 
resumed,  but  was  again  interrupted  by  descend* 
ing  driftwood.  The  breach  was  repaired  by 
six  p.  M.,  and  at  nine  p.  x.  the  division  was 
across,  and  encamped  on  the  south  bank. 

General  Alexander  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life  while  endeavoring  to  pass  a  heavy  log 
safely  under  tiie  bridge. 

April  tenth.  Marched  for  Montgomery,  camped 
at  Church  Hill,  distance  t¥(enty-four  miles. 
Plenty  of  forage. 

April  eleventh.  Marched  at  5:30  a.  x.  Crossed 
Big  Swamp  on  Big  Swamp  creek,  and  camped  at 
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Colonel  Harrison's,  four  miles  east  of  Lonndes- 
borough,  distance  twelve  miles. 

April  twelfth.  Marched  at  5:30  a.  m.,  passed 
through  Montgomery  at  four  p.  m.,  camped  four 
miles  east  on  Columbus  road,  distance  twenty- 
seven  miles. 

Lagrange's  brigade  of  McCook^s  di\  ision  hav- 
ing been  placed  under  my  command,  I  received 
orders  on  the  fourteenth  to  march  to  the  Chat- 
tahoochie,  to  secure  the  bridges  over  that  river 
either  at  Columbus  or  West  Point,  thereby  open- 
ing for  the  cavah-y  corps  the  road  into  Gfeorgia. 
In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  I  sent  La- 
grange's brigade  via  Tuskagee  and  Opelika,  to 
West  Point,  where  he  arrived  on  the  sixteenth. 

We  immediately  attacked  the  garrison  at  that 
place,  captured  it,  and  secured  the  bridee.  My 
own  division  marched  directly  upon  Columbus, 
eighty  miles  distant  Columbus  is  a  fortified 
city  of  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  situated  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Chattahoochie. 
I  Three  bridges  span  the  river  at  this  point, 
one  foot  bridee  at  the  lower  end  of  the  city,  the 
other  foot  bridge  and  railroad  bridges  are  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above,  opposite  me  upper  end 
of  the  cihr.  There  is  a  fourdi  bridge  at  Clapp's 
factory,  tnree  miles  above,  which  was  destroyed 
upon  the  approach  of  Captain  Young,  of  Tenth 
Missouri  cavalry,  who  was  sent  to  secure  it 

On  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  between  the 
upper  and  lower  bridges,  lies  the  small  town 
of  Girard. 

Mill  Creek,  which  flows  through  an  open  val- 
ley about  a  mile  in  width,  separating  two  prom- 
inent ridges,  which  approach  the  river  perpen- 
dicularly and  overlook  the  city,  empties  into 
the  river  near  the  centre  of  Girard. 

The  lower  bridge  was  defended  from  the  east 
bank  by  a  rifle-pit,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery 
sweeping  it  The  upper  foot  and  two  railroad 
bridges  were  defended  by  a  (4ie  depcmt,  con- 
sisting^ of  two  redoubts  connected  by  a  range  of 
rifle-pits  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  ex- 
tendmg  across  the  upper  ridge,  strengthen^  by 
slashing  in  front  The  lower  redoubts,  situated 
just  below  the  upper  bridge,  contained  six 
twelve-pounder  howitzers ;  four  ten-pounder 
Parrott  guns  were  in  position  on  its  rigtit 

These  guns  completely  swept  Mill  Creek  Val- 
ley. 

The  upper  redoubt  contedned  four  guns,  com- 
mandinflf  the  Snmmerfield  road.  Five  guns 
swept  me  railroad,  and  two  howitzers  the  upper 
foot  bridge,  making  in  aU  twenty-four  guns  in 
position.  Ilie  works  were  held  by  about 
twenty-seven  hundred  infantry.  The  division 
moving  along  the  lower  Crawford  road,  arrived 
about  two  p.  M.  opposite  the  lower  bridge. 
Colonel  Eggleston,  commanding  the  advance 
guard,  immediately  charged  to  secure  it  but  was 
received  with  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  while  tiie  bridge  previously  prepared 
with  combustible  material  was  at  the  same  time 
fired.  He  therefore  retired  behind  the  ridge, 
Rodney's  battery  fired  a  few  shots  which  de- 
volop^i  the  position  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 


It  being  impossible  to  attack  snocessfuDy  fiie 
Ute  depont  from  this  direction,  General  AlexiD- 
der's  brigade  was  placed  in  |>o8ition  alone  the 
crest  of  the  lower  ridge,  while  General  Wiw- 
low's  brigade,  making  a  wide  detour,  was  se&t 
under  cover  across  to  the  Summerfield  rood  on 
the  upper  rid^e. 

The  brigade  was  preceded  by  two  oompi- 
nies  of  ^e  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  under  Gaptein 
Lewis,  who  drove  in  the  opposing  picket,  and 
charged  gallantly  upon  a  strone  line  of  works, 
which  in  the  darkness  appeared  to  be  the  ene- 
my *s  main  position.  G^eral  Winslow  at  once 
disposed  his  command  for  the  attack,  tJie  pliD  of 
which  was  to  penetrate  the  work  wim  dis- 
mounted men,  and  then  to  send  a  mounted  force 
through  the  breach,  with  instructions  to  charge 
direcuy  upon  the  bridge. 

The  assault  was  made  about  nine  p.  x.  by  six 
companies  of  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Noble.  The  front  Hoe  of 
works  was  soon  carried,  which  being  mistaken 
for  the  main  line,  two  companies  of  the  Tenth 
Missouri  cavalry  were  ordered  to  charge  to  the 
bridge. 

These  companies,  supposed  by  the  enemj  to 
be  his  own  men,  passed  through  to  the  worki 
on  the  Summerfield  road  unharmed,  charged  and 
secured  the  bridge,  capturm^  manv  prisoners. 
Captain  McGlasson,  finding  himself  in  the  ene- 
my's rear  and  vastly  outnumbered,  rejoined  Mb 
regiment  In  the  mean  time  the  main  line 
opened  fire  upon  the  right  with  grape  and 
musketry.  The  Third  Iowa  pressed  forward 
through  a  slashing  one  htmdrea  yards  deep,  and 
after  a  charge  unexampled  in  catalry  s^vuxl 
and  with  but  few  paraUels  in  inCeuitry,  crowned 
the  works. 

General  Winslow  promptly  followed  up  the 
success,  ignoring  the  redoubt  on  the  right,  wfaidi 
still  continued  its  fire.  The  Fourth  Iowa  cav- 
alry, dismounted,  under  Captain  Abraham,  passed 
through  the  breach,  turned  to  the  right,  charged 
the  redoubt,  capturing  ten  guns,  and  then  sweep- 
ing aoross  the  bridge  with  the  flying  rebels, 
captured  t^e  two  howitzers  loaded  with  canister 
at  the  opposite  end. 

Mounted  companies  from  the  same  regiment 
followed  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Abrahanrs,  and 
after  crossing  the  bridge,  turned  to  the  right 
and  charged  in  flank  the  works  at  the  lower 
bridge,  capturing  prisoners  and  the  three  guns 
at  that  point  By  ten  p.  m.  Columbos,  with 
its  vast  munitions  of  war,  fifteen  hosdred 
prisoners,  And  twenty-^our  guns,  was  in  our 
hands. 

This  victory,  which  was  the  closing  conflict 
of  the  war,  was  achieved  with  the  loss  of  but 
thirty  men  killed  and  wounded. 

April  eighteenth.  At  8:30  a.  k.  the  division 
marched  for  Macon  via  Double  bridge  and 
Thomaston,  arriving  and  going  into  camp  at 
East  Macon  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-orst 

The  march  was  through  a  rich  countiy,  and 
the  distance  marched  ninety-eight  miles.  Here 
official  information  of  the  armistice  between 
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GreneralB  Sherman  and  JohnBton  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  campaign  dosed. 

The  conduct  of  the  officeis  and  men  during 
the  campaign  is  deserving  of  the  highest  com- 
mendatioD. 

Whether  mounted  or  dismounted,  but  one 
spirit  prevailed,  and  that  was  to  run  over  the 
enemy  wherever  found  or  whatever  might  be 
his  numbers.  Nothing  but  the  impetuosity  of 
the  charges,  whereby  the  enemy  was  not  given 
time  to  defend  himself,  can  account  for  the 
smdl  list  of  casualties,  amounting  to  ninety- 
eight  killed  and  wounded. 

in  every  conflict  the  troops  actually  engaged 
were  vastly  outnumbered.  At  Ebenezer  Church 
General  Alexsmder  routed  Forrest's  conmiand 
with  less  than  one  thousand  men,  while  General 
Winslow  carried  the  formidable  works  at  Co- 
lumbus with  but  eleven  hundred. 

From  the  members  of  my  staff.  Brevet  Major 
James  W.  Latta,  A.  A.  G.,  Captain  T.  C.  Gil- 

Ein,  A.  A.  D.  C,  Lieutenant  Sloan  Rock,  A.  A. 
>.  C.,  and  Lieutenant  Peter  Keck,  ordnance  offi- 
cer. I  received  on  all  occasions  prompt  and  gal- 
lant assistance. 

The  diyision  arrived  at  Macon  in  good  fight- 
ing condition.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
accompanyine  reports  of  the  brigade  command- 
ers, in  whicn  the  charges  of  tiie  regiments 
under  their  command  are  minutely  described ; 
also  mentioning  the  names  of  officers  and  men 
distinguishing  themselves  for  gallantry  and  sol- 
dierly conduct 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  ascribe  the  success 
of  the  division  in  the  first  degree  to  the  zeal, 
energy,  and  ability  displayed  by  Generals  Wins- 
low  and  Alexander,  commanding  First  and  Sec- 
ond brigades.  They  have  shown  in  every  bat- 
tle great  fikill  and  gallantry,  and  possessing  in 
an  eminent  degree  aU  the  qualities  of  a  cavalry 
officer.  I  respectfully  urge  their  immediate  pro- 
motion for  the  good  of  the  service. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers  and  men  who 
have  distinguished  themselves,  and  are  entitled 
to  promotion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Upton, 
Brevet  Xtgor-Gonen],  Gammandiiig  Fourth  Division. 

flKADQUiBnas  FouBiH  Dmsioir  C.  C. ,  M.  D.  M.,  \ 
AiLAVTA,  Ga.  ,  May  24, 1865.     / 

Maaor  K  B.  Beaumont,  A.  A.  Q.,  C.  (7.,  M. 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing promotions,  to  date  April  siKteenth, 
1865?    •^  ' 

Colonel  John  W.  Noble,  Third  Iowa  cavalry, 
to  be  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  for  gallant  con- 
duct at  MontAvalio  and  Ebenezer  Church,  April 
first,  1865,  and  strict  attention  to  his  duties  as  a 
soldier. 

Colonel  B.  B.  Eggleston,  First  Ohio  cavalry,  to 
be  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  for  gallant  conduct 
at  Ebenezer  Church,  April  firsts  1865,  and  Colum* 
bos,  April  sixteenth,  1865. 

Brevet  Major  James  W.  Latta,  A.  A.  G.  of 


volunteers,  to  be  Major  and  A.  A.  G.,  for  gal- 
lantry during  the  campaign. 

Captain  Thomas  C.  Gilpin,  Third  Iowa  cavalry, 
and  A.  A.  D.  C,  to  be  Brevet  Major,  for  gallantry 
at  Ebenezer  Church,  April  first.,  1865. 

Major  W.  W.  Woods,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry, 
and  A.  A.  L  G.  Fourth  division  C.  C,  M.  D.  M., 
to  be  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  for  his  habitual 
good  conduct  and  gallantry  at  Selma,  Alabama. 

Captain  J.  H.  Simpson,  Fourth  Michigan  cav- 
alry, and  A.  A.  Q.  M.  Fourth  Division  C.  C,  M. 
D.  M.,  and  First  Lieutenant  T.  H.  Brown,  Third 
Iowa  cavalry,  and  A.  C.  S.,  thoroughly  efficient 
and  energetic  officers,  for  commissions  in  their 
respective  departments. 

First  Lieutenant  John  S.  Keck,  Fourth  Jo wa 
cavalry,  and  A.  A.  D.  C,  for  gallant  conduct  at 
Columbus,  April  sixteenth,  1865,  to  be  Brevet 
Captain. 

Second  Lieutenant  Peter  R.  Keck,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry.  Acting  Ordnance  Officer,  for  his 
habitual  good  conduct  in  the  field  throughout 
the  campaign,  and  especially  for  gaUantry  in  a 
charge  near  Montevallo,  on  the  thirty-first  of 
Mardi,  1865,  to  be  Brevet  Captain. 

Captain  Jjot  Abraham,  commanding  Company 
D,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  for  his  gallanti^^  at 
Columbus,  April  sixteenth,  1865,  and  Selma, 
April  second,  1865,  to  be  Brevet  Major. 

Captain  Asa  B.  Fitch,  commanding  Company 
H,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  for  his  great  gallantry  in 
repulsing  an  attack  made  tipon  the  flaAk  of  the 
coliunn  near  Montevallo,  to  be  Brevef  Major. 

Captain  John  D.  Brown,  Company  L,  Third 
Iowa  cavalry,  for  his  habitual  good  conduct  on 
this  and  other  campaigns,  to  be  Brevet  Major. 

Captain  George  W.  Johnson,  Company  M. 
Third  Iowa  cavalry,  for  repeated  evidences  of 
courage  and  gaUantry,  to  be  Brevet  Major. 

Captain  R.  M.  McGlasson,  Company  I.  Tenth 
Missouri  cavahy,  for  a  gallant  charge  through 
the  eneniv's  lines  at  Columbus,  to  be  Brevet 
Major.  Captain  Samuel  J.  McKee,  Company  B, 
Third  Iowa  cavahy,  for  gallantry  at  Columbus, 
to  be  Brevet  Major. 

First  Lieutenant  George  D.  Womaldorff,  Com- 
pany L,  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  for  his  gallant 
conduct  at  Ebenezer  Church,  m  holding  a  posi- 
tion in  advance  of  the  other  troops  until  their 
arrival,  receiving  a  terribly  severe  fire  from 
front  and  left  flank,  to  be  Brevet  Captain. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  A.  0.  Yeoman,  First  Ohio 
cavalry,  and  A.  A.  L  G.  Second  brigade.  Fourth 
division,  for  his  many  and  repeated  acts  of  gal- 
lantry, and  indefati^ble  courage,  energy,  and 
perseverance,  exhibited  on  all  occasions  during' 
the  campaign,  to  be  Brevet  Captain. 

Second  Lieutenant  Ferdinand  Owen,  Company 
I,  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry,  for  his  gallantrv  in 
leading  his  command  over  the  bridge  at  Colum- 
bus, to  be  brevet  First  Lieutenant 

Second  Lieutenant  Lloyd  Dillon,  Company 
C,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  for  his  gallantry  at 
Selma,  and  good  conduct  and  courage  during 
other  campai^s,  to  be  brevet  First  Lieutenant. 

The  individual  actions  and  deeds  of  theae 
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officers,  and  the  oocasionB  on  which  they 
particularly  distingaished  themselves,  are  more 
fuUy  set  forth  in  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
Geueral  E.  F.  Winslow,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  A.  J."  Alexander,  to  which  your  atten- 
tion is  respectfully  invited. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  medals 
of  honor  be  awarded  to  the  following  named 
enlisted  men: 

Sergeant  Robert  S.  Kiles,  (Company  G, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  who,  in  an  individual  en- 
counter with  the  enemy  in  the  streets  of  Gar- 
rard, manifested  a  spirit  of  bravery  and  deter- 
mination, which  entitles  him  to  the  highest 
commendation  and  reward. 

Robert  C.  Woods,  private  of  Company  C, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  who  after  being  captured 
by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the  line  of  his  duty  at 
Columbus,  escaped  with  the  aid  of  a  few  others, 
and  took  as  prisoners  the  Colonel  and  Adjutant 
of  the  regiment  that  but  a  short  time  before  held 
him  in  custody. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  E.  Upton, 

Brevet  H^Jor-GenenL 
Major  E.  B.  Beaumont, 

A.  4.  G.  Oftvalor  Corps,  M.  D.  M. 

[Copy  EndorsemerU  on  <d>ove.] 

KtaAOQuumiis  CiTAutr  Gosn,  M.  D.  IL\ 
Maooh,  Ojl.  ,  June  7, 1806.     / 

Respectfullv  forwarded,  approved,  and  strong- 
ly recommended.  I  would  also  request  that  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel T.  W.  Benteen,  Tenth  Missouri 
cavalry,  be  brevetted  Brigadier-General,  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services,  not  only  during 
the  recent  campaigns  in  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
but  for  distinguished  and  conspicuous  bravery 
in  the  purbuit  of  Price  out  of  MissourL 
Jambs  H.  Wiuoy, 

Brevet  MiUor-General. 

HsADQUAKOBS,  Sboohd  Bbkuxh,  FouKiH  DmBoir,\ 
GiVALKT  OoBPfl,  M.  D.  IL,  Maodv,  Oa.,  AprU  26, 1886./ 

Major — ^In  obedience  to  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand since  leaving  Chickasaw  landing  on  the 
22d  of  March,  1865: 

The  march  from  Chickasaw  to  MontevaUo, 
Alabama,  which  occupied  eight  days,  was  made 
through  an  inhospitable  and  mountainous  region, 
and  passed  without  meeting  any  enemy.  Upon 
moving  out  from  MontevalJo  my  advance  was 
opposed  by  the  advance  of  Roddy's  divi- 
sion, whereupon  skirmishing  immediately  com- 
menced. I  at  once  order^  the  detachment, 
about  three  companies  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  cav- 
alry, under  Colonel  Young,  to  charge,  which 
thev  did  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy  a 
distance  of  some  three  miles  at  full  speed,  kill- 
ing one,  wounding  two,  and  capturing  some 
fifteen  men,  and  about  thirty  stand  of  arms. 
ihe  main  body  of  the  enemy  were  formed  in 
position  behind  a  difficult  creek,  about  three 
miles  from  Monte vallo.  My  brigade  (which 
was  much  weakened  by  detachments  being  sent 


off  to  bum  the  iron  works)  was  immediatolj 
dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmishers.  After 
a  slight  skirmish  the  enemy  retired.    On  the 
next  morning  my  brigade  again  having  the  id- 
vance,  struck  the  enemy  at  Kandolph.    After  a 
slight  skirmish,  he  retired  on  tiie  main  Sdma 
road.    Under  instructions  of  the  Brevet  MMor- 
General  commanding,  I  moved  on  the  MapW 
viUe  station  road,  leaving  the  direct  road  for  tfa« 
Second  division.     Upon   approaching   within 
about  three  miles  of  the  junction  of  this  road 
with  the  main  road,  I  heard  sharp  firine  and 
cheers  upon  our  right    I  immediately  oraered 
my  command  to  trot-,  which  gait  I  kept  mitfl  I 
came  upon  the  enem^  in  strong  force  of  infantiy 
and  cavalry  in  position  behind  fences  and  nfl 
barricades.    Upon  debouching  from  the  woods, 
my  advance  (two  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Ohio  cavalry)  received  aneavy  and  well-directed 
volley  from  the  enemy's  entire  line,  which  killed 
two  and  wounded  a  number  more.    At  the  firet 
glance  I  saw  that  my  command  was  largely  out* 
numbered,  and  therefore  deployed  the  Fifth 
Iowa  cavaliT  and  First  Ohio  cavalry  on  the 
right,  wit^  the  view  of  connecting  with  ^e  Seo- 
ond  division,  which  I  was  expecting  to  bear 
every  instant  open  in  the  woods  on  mv  ri^ht  I 
ordered  two  squadrons  to  take  and  hold  aliouse 
and  outbuildings  directly  in  front  of  myceDtre 
and  which  secured  my  position.    The  une  vas 
then  advanced,  and  afrer  a  sharp  fight  of  ^>oat  an 
hour,  the  enemy  was  completely  routed,  leavii^ 
two  pieces  of  artillery  in  our  possession.    In  this 
connection  I  wish  to  have  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  no  other  troops  except  those  beloog- 
ing  to  my  brigade  were  engaged,  although  some 
unofficial  statements  to  the  contrary  have  been 
made.    Upon  entering  Selma,  by  direction  of 
the  Brevet  Major-General  commaiuGng,!  sent 
the  Seventh  Ohio  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on 
the  Montgomery  road.    Colonel  Garrard,  com- 
manding  the  regiment,  pursued  him  with  the 
greatest  pertinacity  as  far  as  Bnmsville,  despite 
uie  darkness  and  almost  impassable  roads ;  so 
active  and  unremitting  was  the  pursuit  that  the 
enemy  was  forced  to  abandon  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  ten  wagons,  and  a  large  number  of 
small  arms.    Colonel  Garrard  also  <»ptured  one 
hundred  and  twenfy-five  prisoners.  Tius  brigade 
did  not  meet  the  enemy  i^in  until  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  my  advance,  consiBtinjp  of  six  oom- 

E'les  of  the  First  Ohio,  under  &>lonel  E  B. 
leston,  struck  the  enemy's  outposts  at  Onw- 
,  and  followed  them  inth  such  rapidity  as 
to  prevent  them  burning  the  Yerj  iiqpoitant 
bridges  over  which  the  command  had  to  ptM. 
Upon  arriving  opposite  to  Columbus,  Cotooel 
Eggleston  charged  into  the  town  of  Girurd. 
driving  the  enemy  back  to  within  two  hunched 
yards  of  their  entrenchments.  Upon  a  otfefiil 
reconnoissance  of  the  position  it  was  deemed 
impracticable  to  attadr  from  ray  front  Mjr 
command  was,  therefore,  withdrawn  by  direction 
of  the  Brevet  Mi^or-Gkneral  commanding,  and 
took  no  further  part  in  die  capture  of  Colnmbos. 
The  march  from  Columbus  to  Macon  was  witb- 
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out  incident  worthy  of  note.  The  average  dis- 
tance marched  bj  the  regiments  of  this  brig^e 
KB  aboat  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  It  has 
destrojed  about  eleven  million  dollars'  worth  of 
property,  princioally  iron  works  and  rolling 
mills.  Ill  the  onlv  action  in  which  the  brigade 
has  been  engaged,  the  officers  and  men  fought 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  repeatedly  charging 
and  finally  putting  to  rout  a  force  estimated  at 
three  or  four  times  their  own  number.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  Company  C,  Seventh  Ohio 
cavalry,  which  had  the  advance  at  Ebenezer 
Church,  and  received  the  first  volley, from  prob- 
ably one  thousand  muskets,  maintained  its 
position  until  the  commana  was  deploved, 
although  every  man  in  it  was  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  had  his  clothes  riddled  with  balls. 
Lieutenant  Womeldorff  commanded  this  com- 
pany. Colonel  Garrard  behaved  with  conspic- 
uous gallantry,  steadying  his  men,  and  setting 
them  a  brilliant  example  of  coolness  and  courage. 
Colonel  Eg^leston  led  his  men  also  with  great 
determination  and  bravery,  both  on  this  occa- 
sion and  in  the  attack  on  Columbus.  To  the 
officers  of  the  brigade  staff,  Lieutenants  Mitchell, 
Yeoman,  McKee,  and  Dryden,  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted for  their  untiring  exertions.  In  the 
fight  at  Ebenezer  Church  uiey  were  particularly 
active  in  urging  forward  and  leading  the  men. 

hi  conclusion  I  am  proud  to  sav  tnat  the  dis- 
cipline and  soldierly  conduct  of  the  men  of  the 
Second  brigade,  is  only  excelled  by  the  gallantry 
which  &ey  have  displayed  in  every  encounter 
with  the  enemy^and  I  trust  they  will  receive 
due  credit  in  the  official  reports  of  this  cam- 


rhe  official  reports  of  the  regimental  com- 
manders are  hereto  attached. 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  J.  Alexander, 

Brevet  Brigftdler-GeneraL 
To  Major  Jambs  W.  Latta, 

ABBlfltMit  A<Uatuki-GeneraL 


HmwAKBts  Sboosd  BnoAin,  UrroN'B  Foitbth  Ditisok,  } 
a  C,  If .  D.  M. ,  Easi  MA005,  6a.,  May  8, 1866.     / 

Mqjor  J.  W.  LattOy  A.  A.  O. : 

Major— I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
Colonel  B.  B.  Eggleston,  First  Ohio  veteran  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  may  be  brevetted  for  gallant 
and  valuable  services  rendered  during  the  cam- 
paign just  closed.  He  led  his  regiment  with 
great  gallantry  in  the  fight  at  Ebenezer  Church, 
and  again  in  the  charge  into  Oirard. 

Colonel  Eggleston  deserves  especial  praise  for 
the  fine  discipline,  military  appearance, '  and 
condition  of  his  regiment 

He  baa  always  co-operated  with  and  assisted 
me  promptly  ^aad  cheerfully  in  oarryine  out  the 
crdm  transmitted  from  superior  headquarters 
ftr  the  suppression  of  straggling  and  plunder- 
ii  g  in  the  command. 

Vary  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  J.  Albxamdbr. 

fikeret  Brjgadtor-QenenL 


[EndonemenL] 


HiADQU. 


Cataut  Gob»,  K  D.  IL, ) 
HiooK,Gi.,  June  27, 1866.     ] 


Respectfully  forwarded,  approved,  and  strongly 
recommended.  Colonel  E^leston  is  a  most 
worthy  and  gallant  officer,  fudly  entitled  by  dis- 
tinguished services  to  this  acknowledgment  of 
his  merit 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  Mi^-Genena. 

HiADQuiBiB8aK»ifDBRKUi«,T7rTOH'8FoniaH  Dfymovl 
G.  a,  M.  a  M.,  East  lUam,  Ga.,  May  8, 1866.     / 

Mqfar  /.  W,  LcOta,  A.  A,  Q,: 

Major — ^I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
First  Lieutenant  Y.  0.  A.  Yeoman,  First  Ohio 
veteran  volunteer  cavalry,  may  be  brevetted 
for  gallantry  in  the  charge  at  Montevallo,  in 
the  fight  at  Ebenezer  Church,  in  the  advance  on 
Columbus,  when  he  followed  the  enemy  so 
closely  with  two  men  as  to  prevent  their  burn- 
ing the  bridges.  He  also  behaved  with  his 
usual  conspicuous  gallantry  in  the  charge  into 
Girard. 

Lieutenant  Yeoman  is  an  officer  of  education, 
a  good  disciplinarian,  and  has  been  of  great 
value  as  the  inspector  General  of  this  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
A.  J.  Alexander, 
Brevet  Brigadier-GenoFU. 

\Cop%of  EndorsemenL'l 

Hbadquabhii  Cavalbt  Ooan,  M.  D.  M.,1 
Maocki,  Ga.  ,  June  27, 1866.     / 

Respectfully  forwarded,  approved,  and  strong- 
ly recommended.  There  is  no  more  gallant 
officer  in  service  than  Lieutenant  Yeoman. 

J.  H.  Wilson, 
Breret  MJEOor-General  OommaiicUiig. 


Hkadqud 


B Fnsr  BBiOAia,  Foukb  Dimov,  0.  C.) 
M.  D.  11.,  Hiooir,  Ga.,  AprU  SI,  1866.     ] 


Major — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operations  of  my  command 
since  leaving  Chickasaw  landing,  Tennessee 
river,  March  twenty-first  instant : 

The  distance  marched  direct  has  been  four 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles,  while  the 
scouting,  expeditionary,  flanking,  and  foraging 
marches  swell  the  number  of  miles  to  an  average 
of  six  hundred  to  each  regiment 

Though  much  of  this  has  been  over  a  moun- 
tainous and  partially  sterile  region,  we  have 
found  sufficient  com,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
long,  hard  marches,  often  extending  into  the 
night,  our  animals  would  now  be  in  exceedingly 
good  condition.  Those  worn  out  have  been 
abandoned  or  turned  over  to  the  negroes,  and 
their  places  supplied  with  captured  horses  and 
mules.  The  care  of  animals  has  been  good,  and 
straggling  has  not  been  marked  or  frequent 

The  general  conduct  of  officers  and  men  has 
been  excellent,  and  the  command  has  been  atsJl 
times  in  such  condition  that  it  could  have  been 
promptly  used  against  an  enemy  with  full  effect 
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With  one  week's  rest  I  think  it  will  be  in  an 
effective  condition,  and  as  weU  mounted  as 
when  the  campaign  commenced. 

We  had  slight  skirmishing  iust  before  enter- 
ing M(mtevallo  (March  thirtietli),  one  man,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry,  being  slightly  wounded. 

March  thirty-first  My  brigade  moved  in  rear 
of  the  division ;  when  a  ^w  miles  south  of 
Montevallo  it  passed  to  the  front,  and  the  Tenth 
Missouri  cavafry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  W.  Ben- 
teen  commanding, being  dismounted,  the  enemy, 
an  Alabama  brigade,  were  at  once  pushed  out  of 
position.  Two  men  of  the  Tenth  were  wounded 
while  this  regiment  mounted,  the  Third  Iowa, 
Colonel  John  W.  Noble  commanding,  took  the 
advance,  and  one  company  charged  the  enemy 
on  the  road  at  a  l^e  when  his  column  was  in 
retreat.  A  portion  of  the  enemy  being  sepa- 
rated from  their  main  force  Captain  Johnson, 
with  two  companies,  was  sent  to  the  right,  and 
charging  captured  quite  a  number.  Several  of 
the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded.  This  offi- 
cer acted  with  vigor  and  gallantry.  The  enemy 
were  driven  in  ^eat  confusion  to  Randolph, 
leaving  many  annuals  and  a  number  of  men 
along  the  road,  and  seventy-five  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  Colonel  Noble  led  his  regiment, 
which  behaved  admirably,  and  his  adjutant  lost 
his  horse  in  the  first  charge. 

Meantime  a  body  of  the  enemy  attacked  my 
column  in  rear  and  on  the  right,  but  this  force 
was  speedily  driven  off  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peters  with  a  portion  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  cav- 
alry. 

The  enemy  were  very  roughly  handled  to- 
day, and  scattered  by  the  impetuosity  of  our 
men.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  manner  in 
which  this  day's  work  was  done  tended  much 
to  render  our  subsequent  victories  the  easier 
achieved. 

At  an  early  hour  on  this  day,  Lieutenant<!ol- 
onel  Benteenjvith  his  regiment,  destroyed  the 
•*  Bibb  Iron  Works,"  about  six  miles  south  of 
MonlevaQo,  in  the  presence  of  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  sent  there  to  protect  them. 

Moved  April  first  in  rear  of  the  division,  and 
when  at  Maplesville  station,  heard  firing  in 
front?  receivmg  soon  after  orders  to  push  for- 
ward rapidly,  two  regiments,  Third  Iowa  lead- 
ing, were  hastened  to  the  battle-eround  of 
"  llbenezer  Church,"  arriving  just  as  tiie  engage- 
ment was  beine  decided. 

Captain  Amheim*s  company  ''I"  was  thrown 
out  on  the  left  of  the  roaa,  and  directed  to 
charge  a  line  of  the  enemy  formed  ou  the  bank 
of  the  creek,  four  hundred  yards  from  fhe  head 
of  my  column.  This  company,  havinjr  to  throw 
down  a  fence  under  a  severe  fire,  had  one  offi- 
cer, Lt  John  J.  Yeatch,  and  several  men,  wound- , 
ed,  losing  also  about  fifteen  horses.  Captain  ; 
Arnheim  and  his  company  behaved  in  a  gallant 
manner,  as  did  also  CSaptain  A.  Clark,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry,  A.  At  Q.  M.,  who  voluntarily  aid- 
ed in  conducting  this  movement 

The  column  moving  forward,  the  enemy 
quickly  retired,  and  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  was 


sent  in  pursuit,  following  the  enemy  to  PknioB- 
ville,  five  miles. 

Captain  John  Brown, "  L  "  Company,  charged 
his  men  over  a  deep  stream,  capturing  more  of 
the  enemy  (a  color  company)  than  his  coummid 
numbered.  This  officer  had  been  sent  with  his 
company  to  Maplesville  early  in  the  da^,  sod, 
meeting  a  body  of  the  enemy,  charged  i^  cap- 
turing several  and  scattering  the  others. 

Sergeant  John  Wall,  guidon-bearer, "  K  "  Com- 
pany, after  being  wounded  in  the  hand,  retained 
the  saddle,  carried  his  colors,and,in  sabeeqae&t 
engagement,  captured  a  rebel  officer. 

We  arrived  near  Selma  April  second,  at  two 
P.M.,  dismounting  in  battahon  lines  until  fire 
o'clock.  At  that  time,  in  obedience  to  orden 
from  the  Brevet  Major-General  commaDdlng  di- 
vision, I  dismoimted  my  command,  and,  leaving 
eyery  eighth  man  to  hold  horses,  formed  tiie 
Tliird  Iowa  on  the  right  and  the  Tenth  Missouri 
on  the  left  of  the  rlantersville  road  in  hue, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  rebel  works,  sod 
fronting  them.  Seven  companies,  Fourth  Iowa, 
were  preparing  to  move  to  the  left  of  the 
Tentii  Missouri,  when  the  Second  division,  on 
my  right,  attacked  in  force,  and  soon  gained  pos- 
session of  the  fortifications  in  its  front 

Observing  this  attack,  the  dismounted  regi- 
ments were  immediately  advanced,  and  wli^ 
the  Second  division  obtained  possession  of  the 
outer  works,  the  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  which 
had  not  yet  left  their  horses,  came  forward  at  a 
^lop  in  column  of  fours,  and  at  once  pusbed 
mto  &e  ci^,  companies  goinz  in  various  direc- 
tions to  complete  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 
About  this  time  the  Third  Iowa  and  Tenth  Mis- 
souri were  directed  to  remount,  but  the  road 
being  blocked  by  subsequent  movements  this 
was  not  fully  accomplished  until  a  late  hoar. 

The  advance  guard  of  the  division,  fourth 
company,  Fourth  Iowa,  under  Major  W.  W. 
Wood,  had  been  dismounted  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  works  on  the  Plantersville  road  since 
one  o'clock  p.  k.,  and  when  Brigadier-Geoeral 
Long  had  charged  the  enemy  on  the  ri^ht  diu 
force  pushed  forward  into  tiie  works  m  their 
front,  capturing  an  entire  regiment  and  five 
pieces  of  artiUery.  The  mounted  companies 
secured  four  guns,  three  stands  of  colore,  aod 
about  one  thousand  prisoners ;  several  hundred 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wousded,  ot 
drowned  in  attempting  to  escape.  Captain  £• 
R.  Jones,  Company  I,  and  chief  bugler  P.  J- 
Tabor,  were  killed ;  both  belonged  to  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry. 

April  third.  By  direction  of  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral  Wilson,  I  assumed  command  of  the  dty, 
while  my  brigade.  Colonel  Noble  commaDdix^, 
made  a  march  to  ihe  rear,  through  Sommeifield, 
to  Johnson's  Ferry,  returning  on  the  sixth 
instant 

With  the  army  this  brigade  moved  from 
Selma,  April  tentn,  arriving  at  Montgomeiy  oq 
the  twelfth,  near  which  dty  we  remaiued  until 
the  fourteenth.  M^or  Crukendoll,  with  six  com- 
panies Third  Iowa  cavalry,  was  here  detailed 
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as  Provofit  Guard,  and  did  not  reioin  the  com- 
mand until  after  the  captare  of  Gorambns. 

Oftptain  Whiting,  with  Companies  H  and  M, 
Fonrth  Iowa  cavalry,  was  sent  to  Grey's  Ferry, 
Tallapoosa  river,  with  directions  to  destroy  the 
bridee  over  the  Coosa  at  Wetumkee.  He  was 
onable  to  do  this,  bat  in  conjunction  with  Major 
Weston,  Fourth  KentucW,  captured  and  took  to 
Montgomery  ttiree  steamboats.  While  the  com- 
mand was  marching  to  Columbus,  Captain 
Young  with  two  hundred  men,  Tenth  Missouri 
cavalry,  was  detached  from  the  column  at 
Crawford,  and  proceeded  to  Clapp's  factory, 
three  mileA  above  Columbus,  on  the  Chatti^oo- 
chie  river,  with  orders  to  seize  and  hold  the 
bridge  at  that  place.  It  was,  however,  par- 
tially destroyed  before  he  arrived.  This  brigade 
reacned  the  point  of  attack  before  Columbus 
about  half-past  seven  p.  m..  and  at  eight  o'clock 
was  disposed  in  the  foUowing  order  : 

Six  companies  Third  Iowa  cavsJry,  Colonel 
Noble  commanding,  dismounted,  in  line  at  right 
angles  to  the  SummerviUe  road,  with  the  left 
resting  thereon,  two  hundred  vards  from  one 
line  of  the  enemy,  immediately  in  front,  and 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  his 
main  line  on  our  left ;  the  latter  formed  behind 
fortifications  running  parallel  witii  the  Somer- 
ville  road.  The  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel F.  W.  Bent^en  commanding,  on 
the  SomervUle  road,  four  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  the  Third  Iowa,  in  column  of  fours,  mounted, 
and  the  Fourth  Iowa,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
H.  Peters  commandine,  in  the  same  order  on  a 
byroad  three  hundred  yards  from  the  point  of 
its  intersection  with  the  SummerviUe  road,  being 
thus  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Third  Iowa 
two  hundred  yards. 

The  moment  we  were  ready  to  attack  the 
enemy  opened  fire  m  front  with  small  arms,  and 
on  the  left  with  shell,  canister,  and  musketry, 
when  the  Third  Iowa  were  directed  to  charge, 
and  in  five  minutes  we  were  in  possession  of 
the  rifle-pits  in  our  front  Supposing  the  cap- 
tured works  to  be  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
main  line,  the  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry  were 
ordered  forward  at  a  gallop,  and  two  companies 
Dushed  at  once  to  the  bridge,  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  distant,  securing  it  with  about 
fifty  prisoners.  This  detachment  passed  in 
front  and  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines  unhurt, 
but  the  officer.  Captain  R.  B.  M.  McGlasson, 
finding  his  position  untenable,  released  the 
prisoners  ana  rejoined  his  regiment,  with  loss 
T>f  one  man  killed. 

When  this  regiment  commenced  its  forward 
movement  the  enemy  developed  his  main  line 
on  our  left  The  Third  Iowa  was  immediately 
directed  to  the  other  position,  and  ^is  gallant 
regiment  pressed  forward  vigorously,  Captains 
McKee  and  Wilson,  with  about  fifty  men,  pene- 
tratiug  the  line,  capturing  some  prisoners  and 
holding  the  i)08ition.  liie  remainder  of  the 
Tenth  Missouri  were  now  directed  to  prepare  to 
fight  on  foot.  This  comman.d  had,  however, 
been  thrown  into  much  confusion  by  the  ene- 


my's fire,  bein^  only  about  one  hundred  yards 
in  front  of  their  best  position.  The  officers  had 
done  all  they  could,  but  the  confusion  was 
almost  unavoidable.  The  Fourth  Iowa,  which 
was  now  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
lines,  was  dismounted  except  four  companies, 
and  in  charge  of  Captain  Abraham,  D  Company, 
were  pushed  into  the  enemy's  works,  near  where 
the  detachment  Third  Iowa  had  secured  a  lodge- 
ment 

In  obedience  to  instructions,  when  inside  the 
works,  (^ptain  Abraham  moved  directly  towards 
the  bridge,  not  stopping  to  secure  the  prisoners, 
who  after  being  made  to  throw  away  their 
arms,  were  left  where  found.  Near  the  end  of 
this  line  of  rifle-pits  was  a  work  with  six  twelve- 
pounder  howitzers,  which  Captain  Abraham  at 
once  assaulted,  capturing  the  garrison  and  ar- 
mament, together  with  four  ten-i)ounder  Parrott 
guns,  gunners,  and  caissons,  which  were  in  po- 
sition, and  firing  near  this  fort 

Without  halting,  a  portion  of  his  conmiand 
rushed  over  the  bridge  (a  covered  one),  captur- 
ing two  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  caissons, 
&c.,  on  the  east  end.  These  two  guns  were 
loaded  with  canister,  but  the  gunners  could  not 
fire  without  killing  the  rebels  flying  over  the 
bridge  with  our  men. 

The  capture  of  this  bridge  was  in  itself  a 
great  victory,  as  it  had  been  fully  prepared  for 
sudden  and  conmlete  destruction.  The  enemy 
were  unable  to  nre  this  structure,  which  being 
saved  enabled  our  forces  to  occupy  Columbus, 
and  march  inunediately  upon  Macon  j  any  delay 
at  the  Chattahoochie  would  have  prevented  our 
forces  reaching  Macon  before  the  armistice  went 
into  effect 

The  capture  of  Columbus  involved  the  fall  of 
Macon.  The  conduct  of  this  brigade  whenever 
it  has  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  has  been 
highly  creditable  to  the  men  composing  it,  and 
to  our  cause  and  country,  which  it  represents. 
The  Brevet  Major-General  commanding  division 
having  been  present  at  every  engagement,  has 
fuU  knowledge  of  the  enthusiasm,  courage,  and 
determination  displayed  by  officers  and  men  on 
every  occasion.  Having  personally  shared  their 
dangers,  I  am  confident  he  is  ready  to  award 
them  their  full  meed  of  praise.  Private  Robert 
C.  Woods,  A  Company,  Fourth  Iowa  cavahy, 
orderly  for  Major  Woods,  A.  A.  L  G.,  Fourtii 
division,  having  been  captured  in  line  of  duty, 
escaped,  and  with  the  aid  of  some  of  his  Com- 
pany captured  the  colonel  and  his  adjutant,  who 
shortly  before  had  held  him  as  a  prisoner. 

There  have  been  very  many  instances  of  in- 
dividual heroism,  while  almost  every  one  did 
all  he  could.  If  in  this  report  some  persons 
seem  to  have  done  more  than  weU,  it  must  not 
be  inferred  that  others  would  not  have  donot 
eqiudly  well  if  they  had  been  as  fortunate  in 
securing  opportunities. 

During  tms  campaign  this  brigade  has  taken 
in  action  thirty-one  hundred  prisoners,  includ- 
ing two  hundred  commissioned  officers,  eleven 
stands  of  colors,  thirty-three  guns,  twenty-five 
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Cftissons,  thirfy-five  hundred  stands  of  anns,  and 
a  large  number  of  horses,  wagons,  and  mules. 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Columbus  gave  ns 
possession  of  the  gunboat  Muscogee,  alias  Jack- 
son, a  very  formidable  ram.  She  was  nearly 
ready  for  active  service,  her  armament  six  seven- 
inch  Parrott  guns,  engines,  a  portion  of  her  ord- 
nance and  other  supplies  being  on  board. 

The  fruits  of  our  victories  have  been  ma- 
terially increased  by  having  mounted  columns 
always  ready  to  take  advantage  of  opportunities 
offering.  This  has  been  shown  to  have  been 
the  case  at  Selma. 

At  Columbus  the  four  companies  Fourth  Iowa 
cavalry,  which  were  pushed  over  the.  bridge 
(mounted)  immediately  after  it  was  in  our  pos- 
session, captured  five  hundred  prisoners,  and 
completed  the  disorganization  of  the  enemy. 
During  this  march  we  have  destroyed  the  Han- 
nan  and  Briarfield,  or  Bibb  iron  works,  near 
Montevallo,  several  railroads  and  station  houses, 
four  steamboats  and  one  foundry  at  Montgo- 
mery, a  large  distillery  above  Columbus,  and 
great  quantities  of  com,  meat,  and  other  sup- 
plies, gathered  up  for  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment 

As  a  testimony  of  my  respect  and  apprecia- 
tion of  their  ability  and  services,  and  because  of 
fi;aUantry  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  I  respect- 
Fully  recommend  that  the  rank  of  Major  by  bre> 
vet  be  conferred  upon  the  following  named  of- 
£cer8: 

Lot  Abraham,  Captain  D  Company,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry.  This  officer  has  frequently  dis- 
played ereat  courage,  handled  his  command  in  a 
very  gsdlant  manner  at  Columbus,  and  captured 
a  four-gun  battery  at  Selma,  repulsing  &e  en- 
emv  in  his  attempt  to  recover  it 

Asa  B.  Fitch,  Captain  Company  H,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry,  when  the  enemy  assailed  our  col- 
umn in  flank,  near  Montevallo,  March  31,  this  of- 
ficer, who  conomanded  the  color  company,  had 
the  colors  unfurled,  and  with  his.  company  and 
the  colors  dashed  ahead,  leading  the  attacking 
party  with  ^eat  gallantry.  He  has  many  times 
acted  with  judgment  and  gallantry.  I  consider 
him  one  of  the  best  officers  in  my  command. 

John  D.  Brown,  Captain  Company  L,  Third  ) 


Iowa  cavalry.  This  officer  was  woimded  ao- 
verely  at  the  battie  of  Big  Blue,  October  23, 
1864 ;  has  twice  on  the  present  expeditioo  air 
tacked,  with  his  company,  a  force  of  the  enemy 
greater  than  his  own,  and  each  time  completely 
routed  him,  once  capturing  more  men  than  his 
own  command  numbered. 

George  W.  Johnston,  Oaptain  Company  M, 
Third  Iowa  cavalry.  This  omcer  once  with  two, 
and  again  wiUi  one  company,  charged  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  with  greattgaiumtry,  routing 
them  each  time,  and  killing,  wounding,  and  cap- 
turing  quite  a  number,  ^s  courage,  good  con- 
duct, and  gallantly  have  been  frequentlty  ob- 
served. 

R.  B.  M.  McGlasson,  Captain  Coiiq>any  I, 
Tenth  Missouri  cavalry.  He  led  two  compamet 
of  his  regiment  through  the  enemy's  lines  to 
the  bridge  at  Columbus,  and  though^urrouDded 
came  out  losine  only  one  man. 

Samuel  J.  McKee,  (>ptain  Company  B,  Third 
Iowa  cavalry.  This  oiffioer  has  several  times  led 
his  company  gaUanthr,  and  was  the  first  officer 
to  enter  the  Cues  of  the  enemy  at  Cohanbos, 
himself  and  men  having  to  work  their  way 
through  abattis  in  presence  of  an  enemy  se 
curely  posted  behind  entrenchments,  and  ovAy  a 
few  yards  distant  With  two  companies  he 
met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  at  Fike's  Ferry,  Ca- 
hawba  river,  killing  and  woundii^  some  and 
capturing  thirty  animals. 

And  the  rank  of  Captain  by  brevet  upon  Fer- 
dinand Owen,  First  Lieutenant  Company  I,  Tenth 
Missouri  cavalry,who  when  his  company  reached 
the  bridge  at  Columbus,  gallantiiy  led  it  over, 
and  immediately  upon  a  rebel  battery  of  two 
guns  while  completely  surrounded  by  the  en* 
emy. 

And  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  by  brevet, 
upon  lAoyd  H.  Dillon,  Second  Lieut^ant  Gon- 
pany  C,  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  who  has  repeat* 
edly  acted  in  the  most  gallant  manner:  He  wit 
severely  wounded  at  Guntown,  June  ten^ 
1864.  At  Selma,  he  led  his  company,  whidi  ho 
was  commanding,  upon  the  enemy,  kilHne  aeve* 
ral  with  his  pistol  and  sabre.  At  GoIuiudiib  he 
was  among  the  first  men  to  rush  upon  the  en- 
emy, and  over  the  bridge  into  the  city. 
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I  desire  \o  remark  the  attention  to  duty  and 
the  Talaable  aid  given  me  hy  each  member  of 
my  staff,  and  respeotfnlly  call  ^onr  attention  to 
the  foregoing  table  of  condition  of  this  com- 
mand, and  to  the  lists  of  killed  and  womided  in 
each  regiment 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  WlNSLOW, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Majob  James  W.  Latta, 

A.  A.  6.  Fourth  Division  C.  C,  IC  D.  IL 

CoLDMBua,  OnoaoEA,  April  18, 1866. 

Major — ^Having  been  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
foHowing  report  of  property  captured  and  de- 
stroyed, in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Brevet 
M^or-General  commanding  corps : 

Fountain  Warehouse— Six  thousand  bales  C. 
8.  A.  cotton. 

Alabama  Warehouse — Seven  thousand  bales 
C.  S.  Au  cotton,  one  hun<b:ed  boxes  tobacco, 
tirenty  hogsheads  and  one  hundred  barrels 
8Q£ar,  and  other  commissarv  stores. 

Near  Maoon  Bailroad  I)epot^-Three  large 
warehouses,  containing  twenty  thousand  sacks 
com,  an  immense  amount  of  Quartermaster's 
property,  commissary  stores,  and  valuable  ma- 
chinery, all  in  readiness  for  shipment 

A  large  number  of  caissons  and  timbers,  gen* 
crally  unserviceable ;  one  hundred  bales  cotton  ; 
iko  thirteen  locomotives,  ten  passenger,  forty- 
five  box,  twenty-four  flat,  and  nine  cod  cars. 

One  round  house  and  machine  shop.  Naval 
armory. 

One  small  rolling  mill  in  operation,  one  en- 
gine, forty  horse-power,  one  blast  engine  eight 
borse-power,  two  sets  rollers,  and  three  furnaces, 
capable  of  making  four  thousand  pound  of  iron 
per  day. 

One  new  rolling  mill  nearly  completed,  one 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horse-power  engine,  in- 
tended to  roU  railroad  and  boiler-plate  iron, 
three  large  furnaces,  one  blast  engine  ten  horse- 
power, one  ten-horse  power  steam  hammer. 
This  building  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
square. 

One  machine  shop,  two  engines,  forty-five 


inch  cylinder,  nearly  completed;  one  hundred 
and  sixty  feet  shafting,  three  small  and  two  large 
planers,  sixteen  iron  lathes,  one  large  lathe, 
seven  feet  fiice  plate,  three  drill  presses,  thirty 
vises,  fifteen  thousand  pounds  brass.  All  lathes 
and  planers  had  full  sets  of  tools. 

One  blacksmith  shop,  containing  ten  forges. 

Several  offices  and  drawing-rooms,  with  their 
contents. ' 

One  pattern  shop,  witli  three  wood  turning 
lathes  and  one  wood  planer. 

Foundry,  boiler  shop,  copper  shop,  and  their 
contents. 

Navy  Yard — Containing  brass  foundry,  boat- 
building house  and  'one  machine  shop,  widi  hot- 
air  furnace,  one  engine  eight4ior8e  power,  one 
large  planer,  one  rip  saw  and  drill  press,  five 
thousand  rounds  large  ammunition;  also  one 
blacksmith  shop  and  tools. 

McElhaney  k  Porter's  Foundry— <Jontaining 
one  engine  twenty-horse  power. 

Nitre  Works — ^Two  hundred  hands  were  here 
employed. 

Muscogee  Iron  Works — Consisting  of  foun- 
dry, machine  shop,  small  arms  manufoctorv, 
blacksmith  shop  (thirty  forges),  a  large  saddlers 
shop  with  tools,  one  hundred  sets  flasks,  one 
engine  thirty-horse  power. 

Confederate  States  Ai^enal — Consisting  of  Ma- 
chine shop,  foundries,  with  two  thirty-horse 
power  engines,  two  furnaces^  a  large  amount  of 
machinery  and  war  material ;  blaclumith's  shop 
(sixteen  forges). 

Two  Powder  Magazines — ^Thirteen  thousand 
pounds  powder,  four  thousand  loaded  shell, 
eighty-one  thousand  rounds  ammunition  for 
simUl  arms,  and  large  quantities  of  rockets, 
fuses,  &0. 

Oil  Cloth  Manufactory— Ea^le  Factory— Four- 
story  brick,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  by  fiffy 
feet ;  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  looms,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  spindles  cot- 
ton, and  twelve  hundred  spindles  wool,  two 
thousand  two  hundred  yards  jeans,  and  fifteen 
hundred  yards  Oanaburgs,  made  each  day. 

Howard  Factory — ^Five-story  brick  building, 
with  basement,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by 
fifty  feet ;  one  hundred  and  forty-six  looms,  five 
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^ousand  two  hundred  spindles,  cotton.  This 
factory  made  five  thousand  yards  cloth  per 
diem. 

Grant  Factory— Three  stories  and  basement 
brick  building,  seventy  feet  bv  forty  feet ;  sixty 
looms  and  two  thousand  spin^es,  cotton.  Made 
two  thousand  yards  cloth  each  day. 

Haiman's  Iron  Foundry — One  small  en^ne. 

Rock  Island  Paper  MiU — ^Manufactured  print- 
ing, letter,  and  wrapping  paper. 

Columbus  Iron  Work&---Sabres,  bayonets,  and 
trace  chains  were  here  made.  One  thousand 
stand  of  arms  found. 

Haiman's  Pistol  Factory — ^This  establishment 
repaired  small  arms,  made  locks,  and  was  about 
ready  to  commence  making  revolvers  similar  to 
Colt's  Army. 

Hugh8,Daniel&Co.'s  Warehouse — Ten  thou- 
sand bales  cotton. 

Presses  and  type  of  following  named  news- 
papers: 

Colambus  Sun,  Columbus  Enquirer,  Columbns 
Times,  and  the  type,  one  press,  &c.,  of  Memphis 
Appeal 

The  following  is  a  list  of  pieces  and  calibre  of 
artillery  which  was  either  partially  or  wholly 
destroyed,  viz. :  one  ten-inch  colnmbiad,  four 
ten-pounder  Parrotts,  one  ten-pounder  smooth 
bore,  and  eighteen  six-pounder  and  twelve- 
pounder  guns  and  howitzers,  i^ath  Umbers  and 
caissons  (except  the  columbiad),  all  used  in  the 
action  of  the  sixteenth  instant,  and  taken  while 
in  position. 

At  the  navy  yard  were  two  six-inch  siege 
guns  mounted,  one  thirty-pounder  Parrott,  and 
four  boat  howitzers  (brass)  not  mounted. 

At  the  depot  were  two  rifled  siege  guns,  and 
one  smooth  bore  ditto  not  mounted,  also  four 
old  iron  guns  (field  pieces),  and  two  mountain 
howitzers  mounted.  Near  headquarter  post 
were  four  brass  six-pounders  and  limbers, 
smooth  bore,  and  at  a  foundry  north-east  part  of 
town  were  sixteen  field  pieces,  caissons,  &c, 
calibre  not  known.  At  the  arsenal  was  one 
Napoleon  gun  new,  quite  a  number  of  limbers, 
and  caissons.  Total  number  of  guns,  exclusive 
of  the  six  snlendid  seven-inch  rifled  ones  on 
gunboat  **  Jackson,"  sixty-eight ;  nearly  all  were 
thrown  into  the  river. 

Quartermaster's  property  found  in  store  and 
issued  to  the  troops  and  negroes  or  destroved  : 

Four  thousand  pve  hundred  suits  Confederate 
uniform.  Five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety  yards  army  jeans.  One  thousand  yards 
Osnaburgs.  Eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  pairs  shoes.  Four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Paris  cotton  drawers.  One  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  gray  jackets.  Four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  Paris  pants.  Two  thousand 
Paris  socks.  Four  thousand  tin  cups.  Two 
thousand  tin  plates.  Nine  hundred  and  sixty 
wooden  buckets.  Foor  hundred  shirts  Three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  hatchets.  Six  hundred 
and  fifty  ^y  caps.  Thirty-three  tin  pans.  Six 
coils  half-men  rope.  Fifteen  boxes  carpenter's 
tools.    Four  hundred  wall  tents  and  flies.    One 


thousand  axes  and  helves.  One  thonsaod  pich 
and  helves.  Foor  hundred  spades  and  sboTels. 
Twenty  tel^^aphic  instruments.  - 

Destroyed  at  Girard  (opposite  Cohtmbus}- 
One  rope  factory.  Two  government  bSacksmith 
shops.  Two  locomotives.  Fifteen  box  can, 
and  an  extensive  round  house  and  railroad  ma- 
chine shop. 

The  machine  shops,  foundries,  factories,  and 
other  works  destroyed  here  as  above  enomer- 
ated,  were  of  immense  value  to  ihe  rebels,  and 
to  the  entire  Soath.  More  than  five  thoaauid 
employees  are  thrown  upon  the  communify  far 
other  support.  No  private  building  in  Co- 
lumbus were  destroved,  and  no  buildings  fired 
except  by  order  and  with  proper  autborify. 

There  are  thousands  of  almost  pauper  cidzoa 
and  negproes  whose  rapacity  under  the  circxm- 
stances  x)f  our  occupation,  and  in  conseqaeDoe 
of  -such  extensive  destruction  of  property,  vas 
seemingly  insatiable.  The  citizens  and  negroes 
formed  one  vast  mob,  which  seized  upon  and 
carried  off  almost  evervthiog  movable,  whether 
useful  or  not  Four  bridges  over  tfaeQiatth 
hoochie  river  at  and  near  Columbus  were 
thoroughly  destroyed,  one  (oldj  by  ths  enemy, 
and  three  (including  the  railroad  bridge)  by  our 
troops.  R^peotfuUy  submittML 

fe  F.  WWSLOW, 
Brevet  Brlgader-Oeneral  Oommuidiif  Pott. 
Major  R  B.  Bbaumokt. 

A.  A.  General  C  C,  IC  D.  H. 

Hbadqcistms  Tost  Bruuxi,  FmTKni  Ditbiq*  C  CA 
M.  D.  M.,  ATUortA,  Obouia,  Jane  19,  IStt.    { 

Captain — For  long  and  valuable  services  as 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Qenend,  and  fur 
eallantry  in  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Big  Blue, 
Missouri,  Oxford  and  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  Selma, 
Alabama,  and  Colambus,  Qeorgia,  I  respectfully 
reoommend  the  promotion  of  Ambrose  Hodge, 
Captain  Company  K,  Fourth  Iowa  veteran  cav- 
airy,  to  Major  by  brevet 

Brevet  Major-General  Emery,  Upton's  Fourth 
division  C.  C,  M.  D.  M.,  early  recognized  his 
merit,  and  offered  to  recommend  his  promotioo 
to  Oeiptain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General  vol- 
onteers,  but  Mr.  Hodge  would  prefer  a  Ucvet 
promotion. 

Very  few  officers  are  more  deserving  of  a 
commission  from  our  government  than  OaptaiD 
Hodge. 

Knowing  the  desire  of  the  Brevet  Major- 
General  commanding  corps  to  reward  worthy 
men,  I  take  the  liberty  of  forwarding  diis  letter. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  WnfBLOW, 
Brevet  BngMdler-CteDenlOonBUDttf. 

Captain  R  P.  Inhoff, 

A.  A.  A.  General  Qtvalry  Oorps  IQL  DIt.  Wm. 


HBADQU^AKmR 


tBR  For  Bbxum,  Fontn  Dmsar  C.C,I 
M.O.M.,ATLA5TA,OK>Baii,JaBel9,lS6».    f 


Captain  E.  P.  Inhoff,  Acting  AssisUmi  Adjjvi^ 
UtnercUf  Oarxdry  Corps,  M,  D.M.? 
I  respectf^y  recommend  that  Major  i.  B. 
Pierce,  Fourth  Iowa  veteran  cavalry,  be  pro- 
moted to  Lieutenant-Colonel  by  brevet 
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He  is  one  of  the  most  cool  and  gallant  officers 
ID  the  service  ;  has  frequently  unusaal  coorage 
and  jndgment. 

At  Gontown,  when  the  infantry  bad  suddenly 
and  in  great  confusion  retreated  (before  his  re^- 
iment^  which  be  then  commanded  had  mounted), 
the  enemy  came  victoriously  and  impetuously 
down  upon  him ;  he  formed  his  men  and  held 
the  entire  force  bade  till  his  horses  crossed  the 
creek  in  the  immediate  rear  of  that  disastrous 
battle  field. 

I  consider  this  check  as  the  sole  cause  of 
safety  for  five  hundred  horses  and  nearly  as 
many  men,  while  it  enabled  his  regiment  to  aid 
m  covering  the  hurried  and  disorderly  retreat 
to  CoUiersville,  Tennessee.  Major  Pierce  acted 
on  his  own  responsibility  and  judgment,  his 
brigade  commander  being  at  the  tune  at  another 
part  of  tiie  field. 

At  Big  Blue,  Missouri,  October  twenty-third, 
1864,  he  led  his  regiment  with  great  spirit,  aid- 
ing in  winning  that  important  victory. 

At  the  **  Osage,"  October  twenty-fifth,  1864, 
his  regiment  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  Mar- 
nmduke's  division,  at  the  moment  when  our  line 
bad  been  checked  and  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
about  to  take  the  ofiiBusive.  Had  Major  Pierce 
halted  his  raiment  that  victory,  in  my  opinion, 
would  have  been  a  <lefeat,  a  rout  Without 
orders,  and  governed  by  his  sense  of  the  right, 
he  led  his  reg^ent  in  one  impetuous  line  upon 
the  enemy's  right,  riding  over  men,  horses, 
guns,  and  carriages,  initiatmg  the  charee,  which 
taken  up  along  our  whole  line,  broke  the  enemy 
m  pieces.  In  this  engagement  Major  Pierce 
rode  in  advance  of  his  command  and  salted 
nine  rebels. 

In  a  subsequent  engagement  on  the  same  day 
bis  steady  bravery  and  his  coolness  saved  a 
part  of  our  line  and  his  regiment  from  breaking 
in  confusion  when  a  charge  not  properly  sup- 
ported had  been  repulsed. 

He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  has 
not  yet  recovered. 

I  submit  this  reconunendation  for  the  action 
of  the  Brevet  Midor-Greneral  commanding,  as  I 
am  satisfied  such  services  should  be  put  on 
record  and  recognized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, E.  F.  WiNSLOW, 

fireret  Brigadier-General  Commanding. 

BuDQunasBs  FntBT  BBOojom.  Fouioh  Diybion  C.  C,  > 
M.  D.  M.,  Maoqw,  QmoaatA,  AprU  U.  18€ft.     J 

Mqjor  James  W.  Lattaj  Assistcmi  Ac^jtOoml-Qen- 
ercdf  Fourth  Division  Covalry  Ck/rps, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  eleven 
stands  of  colors  captivred  from  the  enemy  dur- 
ing the  late  campaign  in  Alabama  and  Georgia, 
with  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  cap- 
tare  of  each. 

1.  Sergeant  H.  L.  Birdsell,  "  B "  Company, 
Third  Iowa  cavalry :         * 

'^  Captured  the  bearer  and  a  garrison  flag 
while  my  company  was  assailing  the  line  of 
works  on  the  left  of  Summerville  road,  near  Co- 
hmibas,  Creoi^gia,  April  sixteenth,  1865." 


2.  Private  Andrew  W.  Tibbets,  Company  "  I," 
Third  Iowa  cavahry,  at  Columbus,  Georgia : 

"  Captured  the  bearer,  a  sergeant,  and  fla^  of 
Austin's  battery,  inside  the  line  of  works,  and  to 
the  right  of  the  foiur-gun  battery  on  the  right 
of  the  enemy's  line." 

3.  John  H.  Hays,  private  "  F "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  volunteenf,  at  Columbus 
Georgia : 

"  Captured  the  standard  and  bearer,  who  tore 
it  from  the  staff  and  tried  to  escape.  He  fired 
two  shots  from  his  revolver,  wounoing  one  man 
of  my  regiment  at  my  side." 

4.  Corporal  Richard  H.  Morgan,  "A"  Com- 
pany, Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  at  Columbus, 
Georgia: 

**  I  captured  the  standard  and  bearer  in  the 
first  charge  my  company  made  inside  the  line 
of  works,  April  sixteenth.  The  bearer  contested 
with  me  for  its  possession." 

5.  Nicholas  Fanning,  private  **  B  "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavalry : 

**  Captured  at  Selma,  Alabama,  in  the  city  an 
elegant  silk  Confederate  states  flag,  and  two 
staff  officers  April  2, 1865.  The  standard  bearer 
was  reported  killed." 

6.  Sergeant  Holman  F.  Bates,  "E  '*  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavah-y,  at  Columbus,  Georgia, 
April  sixteenth,  1865,  took  a  rebel  and  standard 
in  the  street,  three  blocks  from  the  bridge. 

7.  Private  Charles  A.  Swan,  "  K  "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavahy,  while  foDowing  the  re- 
treating enemy  through  and  out  of  Selma,  Ala- 
bama, April  2,  1865,  one  flag  and  the  bearer, 
who  said  it  belonged  to  Eleventh  Mississippi. 

8.  Private  Richard  H.  Cosgriff,  **  L  "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavah^*,  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  on 
the  west  end  of  the  bridge : 

"■  Captured  a  standard  and  the  bearer,  having 
to  knock  him  down  with  the  butt  of  my  gun  be- 
fore I  could  get  possession  of  the  flag,^  April 
sixteenth,  1865. 

9.  Jo^n  Kinney,  private  **  L  "  Company,  Fourth 
Iowa  cavalry,  captured  at  Columbus,  Georgia, 
sixteenth  April,  a  standard  and  bearer  of  Tenth 
Missouri  battery :  "  I  had  a  tussel  with  the  fel- 
low to  get  the  flag." 

10.  Edward  J.  Bebb,  private  "  D  "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavahry,  at  Columbus,  Georgia, 
April  sixteenth,  about  one  hundred  yards  from 
the  bridge,  and  in  the  line  of  works  took  a  flag, 
the  rebels  near  it  running  away  before  our  men, 
leavins  the  flag. 

11.  James  P.  Miller,  private  **  D  "  Company, 
Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  captured  at  Selma,  Ala- 
bama, April  second,  1865,  a  sergeant  and  stand- 
ard of  Twelfth  Mississippi  cavalry.  He  was 
mounted  and  trying  to  get  away. 

Itespeclfiilly  submitted, 

K  F.  WiNSLOW, 
Bretet  Brlgadler-Oenenl  Oommandlog. 

GkuiA,  AUAAMA,  AprU  0,1M6.  ' 

Major — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing statement  concerning  the  destruction  of 
public  property  captured  and  found  at  this 
place: 
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REBELLION    BEOORD,    1862-66. 


In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Brevet 
Major-General  commanding  corps,  I  assmued 
the  command  of  the  city  on  Monday  the  third 
instant,  and  commenced  destroying  everything 
which  conld  be  of  benefit  to  the  enemy. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list,  which  was  not 
made  complete,  as  in  many  capes  the  whole 
property  could  not  be  destroyed  in  the  limited 
time  allowed : 

1.  Sekna  Arsenal — Consisting  of  twenty-four 
buildings,  conmining  an  immense  amount  of 
war  material  and  machinery  for  manufocturine 
the  same.  Verv  little  of  the  machinery  had 
been  removed,  although  much  of  it  was  packed 
and  ready  for  shipment  to  Macon  and  Columbus, 
€^eorgia.  Among  other  articles  here  destroyed 
were  fifteen  si^e  guns  and  ten  heavy  carriages, 
ten  field  pieces,  with  sixty  field  carriages,  ten 
caissons,  sixty  lliousand  rounds  artillery  ammu- 
nition, one  million  rounds  of  small  arms  ammu- 
nition, three  million  feet  of  lumber,  ten  thousand 
bushels  coal,  three  hundred  barrels  resin,  and 
three  large  engines  and  boilers. 

2.  (Government  Naval  Foundry— Consisting 
of  five  laiKe  buildings,  containing  three  fine 
engines,  thirteen  boilers,  twenty-nine  siege 
guns,  unfinished,  and  all  the  machinery  necessary 
to  manufacture  on  a  large  scale  naval  and  siege 
guns. 

3.  Selma  Iron  Works — Consisting  of  ^vq 
buildings,  with  five  large  enginep  and  furnaces, 
and  complete  machinery. 

4.  Pierces  Foundry,  Nos.  1  and  2 — ^Each  of 
these  contained  an  engine,  extensive  machinery, 
and  a  large  lot  of  tools. 

6.  Nitre  Works— These  works  consist  of 
eighteen  buildings,  five  furnaces,  sixteen  leaches, 
and  ninety  banks, 

6.  Powder  Mills  and  Magazine— Consisting  of 
seven  buildings,  six  thousand  rounds  of  artil- 
lery ammunition,  and  seventy  thousand  rounds 
small  arms  ammunition,  together  with  fourteen 
thousand  pounds  powder. 

7.  Washington  Works — Small  iron  works, 
with  one  engine. 

8.  Tennessee  Iron  Works — Containing  two 
engines. 

9.  Phelan  and  McBride's  Machine  Shop,  with 
two  engines. 

10.  Horse  Shoe  Manufactory— Containing  one 
engine  ;  about  eight  thousand  pounds  of  horse 
shoes  from  this  establishment  were  used  by  our 
army. 

11.  Selma  Shovel  Factory— ^This  factoir  con- 
tained one  steam  engine,  eight  forges,  and  com- 
plete machinery  for  manuikoturing  shovels, 
railroad  spikes,  and  iron  axle-trees  for  army 
wagons. 

12.  On  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  Raihroad 
— One  roundhouse,  one  stationary  engine,  and 
much  standing  machinery,  together  wi3i  twenty 
box  and  two  passenger  cars, 

13.  On  the  Tennessee  Railroad — One  round- 
house, with  machinery,  five  locomotives,  one 
machine,  nineteen  box  and  fifty  platform  cars. 

14.  In  the  Fortifications — One  thirty-pound 


Pftrrott  gun,  four  ten-pound  guns,  eleven  fidd 
pieces,  ten  caissons,  two  foiy^es,  and  fiye  huD- 
dred  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition. 

A  portion  of  the  ^uns  destroyed  in  thetnenal 
were  those  captured  on  the  fortificstiooa  at  the 
time  of  tiie  assault  The  machinery,  enginet, 
and  the  trunnions  of  the  gpins  were  broken 
before  being  burned. 

The  arsenal  buildings  were  of  wood,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  the  foundry  buildings  were 
of  brick.  Together  with  all  other  buiJdiiire  era- 
merated  these  were  completely  destroyed,  with- 
out firing  other  than  public  bmldings.  Serenl 
buildings  were  fired  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
instant,  and  quite  a  number  of  private  dwell- 
ings were  thereby  consumed.  This  boming 
being  done  without  authority,  destroyed  sup- 
plies which  would  have  been  useful  to  the 
army,  and  did  no  particular  damage  to  the  ene- 
my. 

I  cannot  estimate,  in  dollars,  the  value  of  the 
pubUc  property  here  destroyed ;  but  all  can 
readily  see  that  the  value  in  a  mechanical, 
social,  and  war  point  of  view  is  almost  inestinia- 
ble. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  F.  Wwsuwr, 

Brevet  Brlcadler:qoiMna  ODomiaodliig  FMt. 

Major  £.  B.  Beaumont, 

A.  A.  General  Oivalrj  Corps,  IL  D  H. 

HBADQUiRxm Poirroafma C  C1I.D.1L,\ 
NBAB]fAO0V,Q^,ICa7  0,1861.    J 

Major    K    B,  BeaumonL   AssiMani  Ad^ubat 

General  Gaodlry  Corps^  J£  2>.  M. 
MajoB'— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
Pontoon  train  (fifty-eight  waeons)  loaded  with 
thirty  canvas  pontoons,  togemer  witii  the  lum- 
ber necessary  to  lay  a  bridge,  at  least  four  hsn- 
dred  feet  long,  also  the  pontoniers,  consisting  of 
the  Third  battalion  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri 
cavalry  volunteers,  under  my  command,  left  Bm*- 
port,  Mississippi,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  March,  1865.  (The  teamsters  were  all 
detailed  from  the  battahon  of  pontoniers,  whidi 
consisted  of  two  hundred  and  five  (205)  men, 
and  five  (5)  line  ofiBcers,  besides  lieutenaDt 
Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster.)  The  Twen- 
tieth marched  by  the  way  of  luka  to  Bear  river, 
escorted  by  the  Second  battalion  of  the  Twelfth 
Missouri  cavdrv.  The  distance  was  about  fif- 
teen miles.  We  arrived  at  the  river  at  about 
five  o'clock,  and  finding  it  not  fordable,  laid  pon- 
toon bridges  across  it,  of  one  tressel  and  fliir- 
teen  boats. 

Twenty-first  We  took  up  the  brid^,  and 
(ravelled  six  miles,  the  roads  in  very  bad  condi- 
tion, it  having  rained  the  night  before,  making 
the  roads  very  muddy.  The  men  had  to  lift  a 
great  many  of  the  wagons  out  of  the  mod. 
The  mules  in  the  train  were  smaU,  and  in  not 
verv  good  order. 

Twenty-second.  Travelled  about  ten  rnOet, 
halted  early,  passed  through  Dickson  station. 

Twenty-third.  Roads  were  very  miry,  had  to 
travel  very  slow,  and  across  all  low  pkoes  had 
the  men  corduroy  the  road ;  also  passed  oTer 
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some  moontainoas  conotry,  frequently  having 
to  Dut  eight  mules  to  a  wagon.  On  one  very 
high  hill  was  assisted  by  Captain  Coe,  Assistant 
,  Qoartermaster,  Second  division,  sending  thirty 
.span  of  moles  to  help  ns  np.  The  men  being 
aloDg  with  the  wagons  were  much  assistance  to 
tbem,  frequently  helping  to  push  the  wagons  all 
the  way  up  the  hill. 

Twenty-fourth.  Train  was  escorted  by  the 
Fourth  Ohio  cavalry.  After  getting  over  the  hill, 
the  roads  began  to  get  better ;  passed  through 
Frankfort,  Kusselville,  and  overtook  the  army  at 
Cedir  creek,  having  travelled  about  twenty- 
three  miles  that  day. 

Twenty-fifth.  Procured  all  the  forage  that 
could  be  taken  on  the  train.  After  travelling 
about  ten  miles  the  train  of  the  Second  divis- 
ion, and  the  pontoon  train,  stuck  in  the  mud, 
and  the  j^ioneers  and  the  pontoniers  were  at 
work  all  night  making  cordurov  roads.  By  mom- 
iog,  the  twenty-sixth,  the  road  was  made  passa- 
ble ;  travelled  about  twelve  miles  by  one  and  a 
half  o'clock  at  ni^ht,  when  we  came  to  a  swamp 
that  was  almost  impassable.  The  Second  divis- 
ion train  was  mired  in  it.  The  men  worked  al- 
most all  night ;  they  were  becoming  much  fa- 
tigued, but  the  work  was  carried  on  with  en- 
ergy until  the  road  was  completely  corduroyed 
across  the  swamp ;  made  twelve  miles  that  day. 

Twenty-seventh.  Roads  were  some  better,  un- 
til we  passed  into  Walker  county,  when  we  be- 
pn  to  come  to  swamps  again ;  the  mules  were 
becomiug  much  fagged,  the  loads  being 
evidently  too  heavy  for  the  bad  roads.  This 
night  the  train  got  mired  at  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  it 
havine  been  the  third  night  that  the  mules  were 
not  unharnessed,  and  that  the  men  had  no  sleep. 
Made  about  one  and  one-quarter  mile  of  cordu- 
roy road,  and  threw  off  about  one  and  one- 
half  of  the  lumber  of  kind  that  could  be  pro- 
cured in  the  country  ;  made  sixteen  miles. 

Twenty-eighth.  Reached  Jasper  at  one  o'clock, 
making  eight  miles  by  one  o'clock  p.  m. 

Twenty-ninth.  Travelled  about  thirteen  miles 
a^dnst  twelve  o'clock  m.,  and  arrived  at  Black 
Warrior  river. 

Thirtieth.  Crossed  the  river  without  loss,  al- 
though the  water  was  swift,  the  bottom  very 
uneven,  and  the  wagons  on  both  sides  had  to  be 
letdown  and  drawii  up  by  the  assistance 
of  men  with  ropes.  iVavelled  seven  miles 
to  Little  Warrior  river,  raining  incessantly. 
The  road  was  much  cut  up  by  the  main  force 
of  cavalry  that  had  gone  ah^,  leaving  us  be- 
hmd  on  the  twenty-nfth,  with  an  escort  of  cav- 
ahy  and  dismounted  men. 

Thirty-first  March.  Laid  a  pontoon  bridge  of 
eleven  boats,  and  put  two  tressles  in  all  the 
trams  belonging  to  the  army,  crossed  also  the 
escort,  took  the  bridge  up  in  an  hour,  looking 
for  an  attack  from  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
while  we  were  raising  it,  and  travelled  four 
miles.  Roads  some  firmer  but  hilly  and  rocky ; 
arrived  at  Elyton  at  ten  a.  m^  April  second, 
having  made  twenty  miles.  Since  early  the 
morning  before,  travelled  eight  miles  south  of 


Elyton,  and  encamped,  making  seventeen 
miles. 

Third  April.  Atrived  at  the  Cahawba  river, 
and  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  across  it,  which  took 
seven  boats  and  one  tressle.  both  men  and  offi- 
cers working  energetically,  layuig  the  bridge  in 
one  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  taking  it  up  after 
an  had  crossed  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
travelled  twenty  miles  same  day,  passing  one 
mile  south  of  Montevallo. 

Fourth.  The  advance  guard  was  attacked  by 
militia  and  guerillas  but  were  repulsed  without 
any  loss ;  fears  were  entertained  that  a  general 
attack  on  the  train  would  be  made,  but  for- 
tunately we  were  that  evening  re-enforced  by 
the  Second  brigade.  First  division,  under  com- 
mand of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Alexander, 
having  travelled  twenty-seven  miles. 

FifSi.  Roads  good;  made  sixteen  miles,  en- 
camped early,  plenty  of  forage,  foraging  parties 
capturing  quite  a  number  ofmules,  and  supply- 
ing the  place  of  those  giving  out 

Sixth.  Reached  Selma  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 
twelve  miles  that  morning,  having  travelled  the 
distance  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  miles  in  seventeen  days. 

April  seventh  and  eighth.  Laid  a  bridge 
across  the  Alabama  river,  finishing  three  p.  m. 
Eighth,  having  put  in  forty-sij  pontoons,  thirty 
canvas  and  sixteen  wooden,  jalso  two  very 
large  barges  on  the  north  side,  and  one  on  the 
south,  the  distance  across  being  about  seven 
hundred  feet  (700) ;  about  nine  p.  m.,  eighth,  the 
bridge  was  broke  into  in  the  centre  by  drift 
wood ;  we  immediately  set  to  work  to  repair  it, 
and  had  it  ready  for  crossing  by  two  p.  m. 

Ninth.  When  about  two  regiments  had 
crossed,  two  wooden  pontoons  sank ;  the  weight 
of  the  bridge  being  too  great  for  it  to  bear,  it 
gave  way  in  the  centre  and  swung  around.  By 
this  time  the  pontoniers  were  very  much  fa- 
tigued, a  large  detail  was  made  to  assist,  and  the 
bridge  was  drawn  back  to  its  place,  noiaking  a 
gap  of  only  about  fifty  feet ;  this  was  soon  re- 
paired and  made  substantial,  consequently  we 
got  a  night's  rest,  the  first  for  three  nights. 

Tenth.  The  pontoon  train  was  across  by 
nine  a.  m.,  footman  and  stragglers  by  ten  a.  m., 
when  we  immediately  commenced  taking  up 
the  bridge,  scuttling  all  the  barges,  wooden 
pontoons,  also  eighteen  of  the  canvas  pon- 
toons, and  destroying  thirty  wagons  and  har- 
ness, and  mounting  the  pontoniers,  that  hereto- 
fore had  been  on  foot,  on  the  surplus  mules. 
Left  Selma  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  tenth,  and 
travelled  all  day  and  night,  making  only  about 
ten  miles,  the  roads  being  so  intolerably  bad. 

Eleventh.  Travelled  to  Cypress  creek,  about 
twelve  miles ;  found  it  deep,  put  in  a  bridge  of 
four  boats. 

Twelfth.  Grossed,  took  up  the  bridge  and 
travelled  twenty  miles.    Roads  some  better. 

Thirteenth.  Arrived  at  Montgomery  and 
passed  it  seven  and  a  half  miles,  making  about 
twenty-eight  miles. 

Fourteenth.  Moved  forward  at  three  o'clock 
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p.  M.,  and  travelled  fifteen  miles  against  one 
o'clock  A.  M. 

Fifteenth.  It  rained  a  shower  and  made  the 
roads  very  muddv ;  made  fourteen  miles. 

Sixteenth.  Made  twenty-eight  miles. 

Seventeenth.  Arrived  at  Golambns  three  p.  m., 
making  ten  miles ;  passed  on  four  miles. 

Eighteenth.  Travelled  from  three  o'clock  a.  m., 
to  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  forty-two  miles;  roads 
good. 

Nineteenth.  Travelled  fifteen  miles. 

Twentieth.  Travelled  twenty  five  miles,  roads 
good  and  solid. 

Twenty-first.  Travelled  eleven  miles  to  within 
four  of  Macon. 

Twenty-second.  Moved  into  Macon,  Georgia, 
having  travelled  from  Selma,  Alabama,  to 
Macon,  Georgia,  the  distance  of  about  two  nun- 
dred  and  forty  mUes,  and  laid  one  pontoon  bridge, 
in  nine  days.  Average  per  day  twenty-six  ana 
two-thirds  miles.    Mules  in  good  condition. 

Hoping  the  above  may  prove  satisfactory,  I 
am.  Major,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

J.  M.  HUBBABD, 
MaJot  Oomtnandlng  PoDtoniers  C.  G. 

Hisiarv  of  the  Campaign  of  (he  Cavalry  Corps, 

M.  J),  Jf.,  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  from  Ou 

twenty-second  of  March  to  April  twentieth,  1865. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  divisions,  to- 
gether with  the  Fourth  United  States  cavalry, 
all  under  command  of  Brevet  Major-General 
Wilson,  composed  the  troops  engaged  in  this 
campaign. 

The  First  division,  under  Brigadier  General 
Edward  McGook,  numbered  four  thousand  and 
ninety-six  men. 

The  Second  division  numbered  five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Eli  Long. 

Brevet  Major-General  Upton  commanded  the 
Fourth  division,  containing  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-three  men. 

The  Fourth  United  States  cavalry  were  on 
duty  as  headquarter  ^uard,  and  were  three  hun- 
dred and  thiily-four  in  number. 

There  were  thus  engaged  in  the  expedition 
in  aH,  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  men. 

The  chief  medical  officers  of  the  command 
were  Surgeon  Francis  Salter,  U.  S.  V.,  Medical 
Director ;  AssistanfcSurgeon  William  J.  Okey,  U. 
S.  A.,  Medical  Inspector;  Suigeons  Benjamin 
McCluer,  Francis  Green,  and  Frederick  Crofe, 
chief  surgeons  of  the  First,  Fourth,  and  Second 
divisions.  There  were  altogether  fifty  medioaJ 
officers  on  duty  with  the  command. 

Orders  were  given  to  march  early  on  the 
morning  of  March  twenty-second.  The  several 
divisions  moved  out  on  parallel  roads,  in  a 
south-easterly  direction,  the  First  division 
forming  the  right,  the  Second  division  the  cen- 
tre, and  the  Fourth  the  left 

"The  roads  all  led  to  the  south-east,  passing 
through  RusselviUe  and  Jasper.    The  weather 


was  pleasant,  and  the  roads,  though  rough,  were 
nevertheless  very  firm  and  passable.  Corps 
headquarters  passed  through  Cherokee  statioiL 
at  twelve  m.,  and  at  five  o'clock  p.  m^  after  a 
march  of  ei^^hteen  miles,  camped  withm  a  mile 
from  Barton's  station. 

March  twenty-third.  March  began  at  an  early 
hour;  weather  fine,  country  similar  in  appear- 
anoe  to  that  passed  over  on  the  day  before,  be- 
ing hilly  and  rough.  The  soil  is  here  sandv  and 
barren,  and  the  population  smalL  General  Wil- 
son and  staff  marched  twentv-four  miles,  and  at 
twelve  M.  arrived  at  the  dilapidated  vilbge  of 
RusselviUe,  county-seat  of  Franklin  connty.  It 
has  been  a  place  of  some  local  importance,  with 
a  population  of  two  thousand  inhabitants.  It 
has,  however,  suffered  severely  firom  the  rav- 
ages of  war.    Camped  there  for  the  night 

March  twenty-fourth.  Weather  pleasant; 
march  began  at  eight  o'clock,  but  after  reaching 
a  point  three  miles  distant,  corps  headqiMulera 
went  again  into  camp,  in  order  to  await  the  ar- 
rival 01  the  pontoon  and  wi^on  trains,  which 
had  been  delayed  on  the  march.  General  Long, 
with  the  Second  division,  passed  by  in  the 
morning  at  nine  o'clock ;  General  McCook  and 
headquarters  arrived  in  the  evening  at  six. 

March  twenty-fifth.  Reveille  at  five  o'clock 
A.  K.  Marched  at  six,  weather  verv  pleasant, 
roads  good  though  occasionally  rough.  Crossed 
Big  Bear  river  at  Bell's  factory  at  uuree  o'clock 
p.  M.  Travelled  twenty-one  xniles  and  camped 
on  a  branch  of  the  Buttahachie  river ;  (jeneral 
Upton  with  the  Fourth  division  was  a  consida-- 
able  distance  in  advance.  General  McCook 
guarded  the  rear. 

March  twenty-sixth.  Started  at  an  early  hour 
and  marched  twenty-five  miles  to  Black  water 
creek ;  weather  continued  to  be  pleasant  The 
country  like  all  yet  passed  9ver  is  baijen.  The 
soil  is  sandy  and  supports  a  forest  of  pines ; 
water  good,  forage  found  in  sufficient  quantity 
for  the  necessities  of  the  command.  Camped 
for  the  night ;  during  the  night  a  bridge  was 
constructed  over  the  Blackwater. 

March  twenty-seventh.  Reveille  at  four  p. «.; 
marched  at  hau-past  five  a.  x.,  on  road  to  Jas- 
per ;  General  Upton  on  the  left  led  the  advance. 
General  Lon?  held  the  centre  with  the  Second 
division,  and  General  McCook  with  the  First 
division  the  rear;  weather mQd  with  indications 
of  rain  ;  road  to  Jasper  was  found,  except  in  one 
or  two  places,  to  be  in  good  condition  ;  arrived 
there  after  a  march  of  seventeen  miles,  at  half 
after  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  ;  we  beard  news  to 
the  effect  that  Forrest  was  fortifying  th«  road 
from  Montevallo  to  Tuscaloosa,  with  a  force  d 
ten  thousand  men.  Orders  were  given  to  Gen- 
eral Upton  to  push  rapidly  forward,  leaving  die 
wagon  trains  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Similar 
orders  were  also  issued  to  Generals  Long  and 
McCook.  General  McCook  entered  Jasp^  with 
the  First  division  at  two  p.  m.  ;  at  five  o'clodc 
p.  M.  General  Wilson  and  staff  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mulberry  Fork  of  the  Black  Warrior 
river,  eight  and  one  half  miles  distant   firom 
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Jasper.  The  skies  liad  shown  symptoms  of  rain 
since  noon,  and  now  it  began  to  fall.  It  con- 
tinued to  rain  daring  the  whole  night ;  Corps 
headquarters  camped  on  the  north  bank  of  tne 
stream.  Jasper,  throngh  which  we  passed  at 
noon,  is  a  terge  village  of  from  four  to  five 
thoiuand  inhabitants ;  has  a  court-house  and  a 
jaiL  The  road  thence  to  Black  Warrior  ivas 
firm  and  good.  On  arriving  at  that  stream  we 
fomid  that  General  Upton  had  already  crossed 
it  at  the  ford  with  aU  his  troops  and  most  of 
his  wagons.  This  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior 
was  at  this  point  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile 
wide,  with  a  depth  ranging  from  one  to  three  or 
four  feet,  and  a  very  rapid  current  The  bottom 
Was  venr  rocky  and  uneven,  and  the  banks  on 
each  side  very  precipitous. 

Uarch  twenty-eighth.  The  weather  was  very 
damp  and  disagreeable.  The  greater  part  of 
the  day  was  ta^en  up  in  getting  the  troops 
and  wagon  trains  over  the  river.  Many  horses 
lost  their  footing,  and  many  men  were  dismount- 
ed, but  none  were  drowned.  We  crossed  the 
Locust  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior  at  the  ford,  at 
four  o'clock  p.  M.  This  stream  is  deeper  than 
the  Mulberry  fork,  but  not  so  wide  nor  so  rapid. 
The  distance  between  the  two  forks  is  eight  and 
a  half  miles.  The  country  between  uiem  is 
barren  and  thinly  settled.  The  people  are  very 
ignorant  and  poor,  but  of  Union  proclivities. 
Greneral  Wilson  camped  at  night  on  south  bank 
of  this  fork. 

March  twenty-ninth.  The  day  was  occupied  in 
getting  the  First  and  Second  divisions  over  the 
Locust  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior  river.  General 
Wilson  remained  in  camp  all  day.  Captain 
Brown,  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster,  was  or- 
dered to  take  charge  of  corps  trains.  Weather 
rainy. 

March  thirtieth.  Started  on  the  road  to 
Elyton  at  half-past  six,  weather  cloudy  but  cold, 
rain  had  ceased  to  fall.  The  main  road  was 
found  to  be  very  muddv.  We  arrived  at  Elyton 
at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles, 
having  crossed  Black  creek  on  our  way  at  Lam- 
son  s  flour  mills.  These  mills  were  burned. 
The  country  bad  now  begtm  to  assume  a  more 
fertile  and  cultivated  appearance.  Elyton  is  a 
very  pretty  village  of  from  three  to  four  thou- 
sand mhabitants.  The  route  on  which  we  had 
hitherto  come  since  leaving  Chickasaw  had  been 
south-easterly  from  Elyton  imtil  we  arrived  at 
Selma.  We  now  advanced  due  south.  The  First 
brigade  of  the  First  division  was  detached  from 
the  command  at  this  point,  and  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Tuscaloosa  and  destrov  the  government 
works  there.  Large  iron  works  six  miles  south 
of  Elyton  were  burned.  We  arrived  at  night 
on  the  banks  of  the  Cahawba  river,  fifteen  miles 
from  Elyton.  The  railroad  bridge  had  fortu- 
nately been  left  uninjured,  and  was  easily  fixed 
to  allow  the  crossing  of  trains.  The  last  four 
milM  of  the  road  were  very  rough  and  muddv. 
March  thirty-first  Fine  drizadine  rain  fell  early 
in  the  momine ;  weather  cleared  after  sunrise. 
The  railroad  bridge  across  the  Cahawba  was 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  had  been  planked 
the  day  before  bv  (General  Upton.  The  Cahaw- 
ba river  is  at  this  point  an  eighth  of  a  mile 
broad  and  is  quite  deep.  The  crossing  would 
have  been  troublesome  had  the  bridge  been 
burned.  Large  iron  works  half  a  mile  from  the 
river  were  burned.  Arrived  at  Montevallo  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  distance  fourteen  miles 
from  Cahawba ;  road  was  good ;  the  country 
was  wooded,  but  the  forests  now  different  in 
character  from  those  through  which  we  had 
hitherto  passed,  there  being  some  oak  mixed 
with  the  pines.  The  soil,  though  still  sandy,  is 
now  more  fertile  than  that  north  of  Elvton. 
Montevallo  is  a  village  of  two  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, but  was  nearly  deserted  on  our  entrance. 
General  Upton  had  his  headquarters  there,  and 
was  now  awaitine  our  approach.  The  rebels 
were  now  reported  for  the  first  time  to  be  in 
advance  of  us  in  some  force.  They  were  charged 
by  the  Third  Iowa,  and  dispersed  with  the  loss 
of  twenty  prisoners.  Left  Montevallo  on  road 
to  Selma  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.  General  Lone 
advanced  with  the  Second  division  on  the  road 
to  Randolph  to  the  right  of  the  main  road  to 
Selma.  General  Upton  kept  the  main  road. 
There  was  continued  skirmishing  with  the 
rebels,  but  they  were  unable  to  check  our  ad- 
vance in  the  slightest  degree.  We  went  into 
camp  twelve  miles  from  Montevallo,  at  half-past 
seven  o'dock  p.  m.  There  had  been  du|ing  the 
day  several  men  wounded  and  one  or  two  killed. 

April  first  Marched  at  an  early  hour  at 
Randolph,  a  small  village  seventeen  miles  from 
Montevallo.  General  McCook  was  ordered  with 
the  Second  brigade  of  the  First  division  to  take 
the  road  to  CenterviUe,  and  to  co-operate  with 
General  Croxton  against  Jackson,  who  was  re- 
ported to  be  on  Tuscaloosa  and  CenterviUe  road 
with  four  thousand  men.  General  Long  on  the 
right  and  Upton  on  the  left  had  a  brilliant  fight 
with  the  rebels  under  Forrest  in  person,  defeat- 
ing them  with  severe  loss.  There  were  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  three  pieces  of  artillery 
and  three  hundred  prisoners,  and  there  were 
besides  quite  a  number  killed.  The  loss  on  our 
side  was  fi>rty  wounded  and  twelve  killed. 
Arrived  at  Pluntersville  after  a  march  of  twenty- 
six  miles,  ac  six  o'clock  p.  m.  Headquarters  of 
corps  at  house  of  Mrs.  Discoe ;  a  quantity  of 
rebel  '*  hard  tack  "  and  some  forage  bags  were 
found  in  the  depot 

April  second.  A  hospital  was  established 
in  the  village  church  for  the  reception  of  the 
sick  and  wounded.  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  A 
McGraw,  United  States  volunteers,  was  ordered 
to  remain  in  charge  with  Assistant  Surgeon 
Done,  Seventeenth  Indiana  mounted  infantry, 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Maxwell  of  the  Third 
Iowa  cavafarv,  as  assistants.  There  were  left  in 
the  hospital  forty  wounded  and  eighteen  sick, 
together  with  a  sufficient  number  of  nurses. 
The  depot  was  burned,  together  with  a  store- 
house containinr  cotton.  The  command  then 
moved  on  toward  Selma,  twentv-one  miles  dis- 
tant   The  Fourth  and  Second  divisions  arrived 
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in  front  of  Selma  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  at  sundown  a  simultaneous  attack  was  made 
along  the  whole  line.  Forrest  was  in  command 
of  the  rebels  in  person,  and  endeavored  to 
defend  the  city,  but  without  success.  Our 
troops  took  the  breastworks  by  assault  and 
entered  the  city.  In  the  confusion  resulting 
from  the  night  attack,  a  large  number  of 
stores  were  plundered  and  burned.  In  the 
morning,  however,  order  was  again  restored. 
Our  loss  was  killed,  four  officers  and  thirty-live 
enlisted  men,  wounded  twenty-four  officers  and 
twenty-two  enlisted  men.  Among  the  killed 
was  Colonel  Dobb ;  Brigadier-General  liong  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head  while  leading  the 
assault;  we  captiured  twjenty-three  hundred 
prisoners,  a  large  number  of  small  arms  and 
cannon,  and  the  workshops  and  arsenals  which 
supplied  the  armies  of  the  West  with  ammuni- 
tion of  all  kinds.  Forrest  escaped  with  his 
escort  of  one  hundred  men,  and  retreated 
toward  Plantersville.  On  his  way  he  came 
across  a  parhr  of  Federals  asleep  in  a  neighbor- 
ing field  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Roys, 
of  the  Fourth  United  States  cavalry  and  Lieu- 
tenant Midlen.  He  charged  on  them  in  their 
sleep,  and  refusing  to  listen  to  their  cries  of 
surrender,  killed  or  wounded  the  entire  party, 
numbering  twenty-five  men. 

April  third.  The  day  was  spent  in  restoring 
order  in  Selma.  The  Second  brigade  of 
the  First  division,  which  had  been  unsuccessful 
in  its  attempts  to  unite  with  the  First  brigade, 
was  ordered  back  to  protect  the  wagon  trains. 
Forrest  arrived  at  Plantersville  on  his  retreat, 
and  captured  the  hospital,  which  had  been  left 
without  a  guard.  He  paroled  all  the  nurses  and 
sliehtly  wounded  men,  and  left  the  surgeons 
and  patients  unmolested.  A  corps  hospitou  was 
established  in  Selma  for  our  wounded. 

April  fifth.  A  party  of  the  Second  division 
went  to  Cahawba  and  recaptured  several  of  our 
prisoners  confined  there. 

April  sixth.  Wagon  train  arrived  at  Selma. 
Arsenals  and  government  warehouses  destroyed 
by  fire. 

April  seventh.  Negroes  gathered  together  to 
be  organized  into  three  regiments,  one  for  each 
division.  Sick  and  wounded  were  brought  in 
ambulances  from  Plantersville  and  put  in  corps 
hospital.  General  Wilson  met  Forrest  on  the 
Cahawba  river  under  a  flag  of  truce.  It  was  de- 
termined to  take  along  on  the  march  all  the  sick 
and  wounded  whose  situation  would  permit  of 
it,  and  to  leave  only  such  as  were  very  ill  or 
badly  wounded .  Engineers  were  busily  engaged 
in  building  a  nontoon  bridge  over  the  Alabajna 
river.  The  Alabama  river  is  at  this  point  about 
five  hundred  yards  wide.  It  has  a  very  rapid 
current,  and  a  depth  that  admits  of  navigation 
bpr  steamboats  of  considerable  size.  Selma  is 
situated  on  its  north  bank.  It  is  or  was  a 
beautiful  city  of  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants, 
containing  many  fine  residences  and  large  gov- 
ernment workshops.  Its  loss  to  the  rebels  can 
hardly  be  estimated. 


April  ninth.  It  had  been  determined  to  move 
to-day  toward  Montgomenr,  but  the  pontoon 
bridge  broke  for  the  second  time,  and  prevented 
the  whole  command  from  crossing  until  late  m 
the  night  Camped  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  Left  in  hospital  at  Selma  sixty-eight 
patients  under  charge  of  Surgeon  Larkins  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Raiey,  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry. 
Rations  for  forty  days  were  left  with  them,  as 
also  plenty  of  medicines  and  other  snppUes. 

April  tenth.  Began  our  march  to  Montgomery. 
Forrest  had  refus^  to  acknowledge  any  paroln, 
and  General  Wilson  accordingly  ordered  all 
prisoners  to  be  brought  along  under  guard. 
The  citizens,  however,  and  some  of  the  militia 
were  paroled.  Weather  was  good,  although  the 
roads  were  muddy  from  recent  rains.  Surgeon 
Carter,  Third  Iowa  cavahry,  was  ordered  to  take 
charge  of  the  hospital  train.  This  train  was 
composed  of  the  ambulances  belonging  to  the 
corps,  together  with  a  number  of  wagons  prop- 
erly fittwl  up  with  beds  and  blankets.  We 
marched  fifteen  miles  to  the  village  of  Benton, 
and  camped  there  during  the  night  Benton  is 
a  small  village  of  no  particular  importance. 

April  eleventh.  Began  to  march  at  six  o^dock 
A.  M. ;  skies  cloudy  and  threatening  rain.  Onr 
route  since  leaving  Selma  has  been  due  east  on 
the  road  to  Montgomery,  south  of  the  Alabama 
river ;  one  mile  from  Benton  we  passed  through 
a  swamp  a  mile  long.  The  road  was  very  bad, 
and  almost  impassable  for  wagons.  After  leav- 
ing the  swamp,  however,  we  found  the  roads  to 
be  smooth  and  drv,  leading  over  a  roUing  comh 
try.  Thirteen  miles  from  Benton  the  columns 
passed  through  tiie  village  of  Lawnsboro.  This 
village  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  that  we  have 
yet  passed  through.  It  is  built  up  of  large, 
elegant  mansions,  and  is  inhabited  by  rich  pbot- 
ers.  It  has  a  population  of  about  one  thoosaod 
five  hundred.  Small-pox  was  raging  furiously, 
and  in  some  families  had  attacked  all  the  mem- 
bers. We  here  received  news  of  the  £aU  of  Rich- 
mond. Went  into  camp  eighteen  miles  from 
Montgomery  after  a  march  of  eighteen  miles, 

April  twelfth.  Started  from  camp  at  five  1.1c : 
weather  very  pleasant  and  roads  good.  GeoeraJ 
McCook  with  the  First  division  1^  the  advance. 
The  city  was  capitulated  to  General  McCook 
early  in  the  morning,  and  a  provost  guard  hav- 
ing been  stationed  in  it,  the  troops  marched 
through  and  camped  outside.  The  inhabitants 
received  the  troops  if  without  manifestations  of 
joy,  at  least  without  any  evidences  of  didike. 
Private  property  was  everywhere  respected. 
The  rebel  troops  before  our  entrance  had  oumed 
eighty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  valued  at 
forty  millions  of  dollars  in  gold.  The  citizem 
expressed  a  great  deal  of  anger  at  the  occur- 
rence. Mon^omerv,  the  capital  of  Alabama,  is 
a  beautiful  city,  and  contains  a  kurge  number  of 
elegant  residences.  It  is  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Alabama  river.  This  river  is  naviga- 
ble to  the  city  by  small  steamers. 

April  thirteenth.  Hospital  txain  came  into  the 
city  at  five  o'clock  p.  M.,and  was  unloaded  at  St 
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Mary's  hospital  The  transportation  of  so  many 
idck  and  wounded  had  been  loond  to  be  a  serious 
incombrance  on  the  march,  and  it  had,  there- 
fore, been  determined  to  leave  them  at  this  city. 
There  were,  accordingly,  sufficient  quantities  of 
commissary  stores  and  medicines  left  in  the 
hospitEd  for  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
There  were  left  in  Montgomery  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  men  under  charge  of  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Done,  Seventeenth  Jbdiana  mounted  in- 
fantry. 

April  fourteenth.  Started  for  Columbus  at 
eight  A.  M.  ;  weather  pleasant  and  roads  excel- 
lent Marched  due  east  twenty  miles  and  then 
camped. 

April  fifteenth.  Started  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  A.  H.,  Upton  way  ahead  ;  weather  cloudy 
and  threatening  rain.  Arrived  at  Tuskeegee, 
forty-two  miles  from  Montgomery,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  M.  Tuskeegee  is  a  village  of  three  thousand 
inhabitants,  a  county  seat.  It  has  a  jail,  court- 
house, and  young  ladies'  seminary.  Left  Tas- 
keezee  at  five  o'clock.  It  began  to  rain  just  as 
we  left  Tuskeegee,  and  continued  to  do  so  for 
two  hours.  Camped  at  last  at  seven  o'clock  at  a 
farm  house  forty-eight  miles  from  Montgomery, 
and  thirty-six  firom  Columbus. 

April  sixteenth.  Commenced  our  march  at 
seven  o'clock.  The  country  passed  over  is  not 
80  fertile  as  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Selma, 
and  has  been  worn  out  by  the  defective  system 
of  agriculture.  We  passed  through  Society 
Hill  and  two  other  small  villages  on  our  route. 
General  Upton  again  led  the  advance ;  weather 
was  fine  and  the  roads  were  in  good  order.  We 
arrived  opposite  Columbus  at  three  p.  x.,  and 
found  General  Upton  preparing  to  attack  the 
works.  The  attack  began  at  seven  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  and  notwithstanding  the  resistance  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  intrenched  on  the  neighboring 
hills,  our  forces  drove  them  from  their  breast- 
works, and  captured  the  bridges  leading  over 
the  Chattahoochie  river  to  the  city  The  attack 
was  made  exclusively  by  the  Fourth  division  ; 
our  loss  was  but  twenty-eight  wounded  and 
five  killed.  There  were  captured  from  the 
enemy  nearly  two  thousand  prisoners,  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  all  the 
government  stores,  shops,  and  arsenals  in  the 
city  itself.  Columbus  was  a  city  of  nearly 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  is  situated  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Chattahoochie  river.  It 
was  connected  with  the  Alabama  bank  by  three 
bridges  at  the  time  of  its  occupation  by  our 
forces.  It  was  a  place  of  considerable  import- 
ance as  a  manufacturing  town,  having  a  number 
of  mills  and  workshops  of  di£forent  kinds. 
While  the  main  body  of  troops  were  thus  en- 
gaged Colonel  La  Grange  had  been  detached  at 
Oi^lika,  and  ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad 
and  the  depots  at  West  Point  Arriving 
there  on  April  sixteenth  he  attacked  and 
carried  the  fortifications,  built  to  defend  the 
place,  though  not  until  after  a  severe  strug- 
gle, in  which  we  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
ttiiily-nine  men,  of  whom  seven  were  killed. 


April  seventeenth.  The  women  and  children 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  factories  and 
arsenals  turned  out  with  one  accord  to  pillage 
the  stores  and  the  government  warehouses. 
The  government  buildings  were  burned,  with 
the  exception  of  the  hospitals.  It  was  deter- 
mined to  leave  our  sick  and  wounded,  with  a 
proper  amount  of  stores  of  all  kinds,  in  the  hos- 
mtals  of  the  city ;  Assistant-Surgeon  Whetton, 
Third  Iowa  cavalry,  was  detailed  to  take  charge 
of  them.  In  all,  thirty-five  patients  were  left  at 
Columbus. 

April  eighteenth.  Bridges  over  the  Chatta- 
hoochie were  burned,  together  with  such  public 
buildings  as  had  escaped  the  day  before.  Com- 
menced to  move  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  road  to 
Macon,,  via  Thomaston ;  marched  twenty-one 
miles  and  camped.  The  weather  was  pleasant, 
and  the  roads  good.  The  character  of  the  soil 
differs  from  that  of  Alabama.  It  consists 
bf  red  clay,  beneath  which  is  a  layer  of  lime- 
stone. Several  cannon  and  a  large  number  of 
wagons  deserted  on  the  road,  showed  that  the 
enemy  had  fled  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

April  nineteenth.  The  command  marched  at 
an  early  hour,  the  Second  division  in  the  ad- 
vance. The  weather  was  very  windy,  and  the 
roads  dry  and  dusty.  The  forests  presented  a 
somewhat  different  appearance  to  those  by 
which  we  rode  vesterday,  having  oak  mixed 
with  the  pines.  Our  advance,  consisting  of  the 
Fourth  Sfichigan  cavalry,  had  captured,  by 
forced  marches,  the  double  bridges  over  the 
Flint  river,  forty  four  miles  from  Columbia.  We 
arrived  there  at  twelve  m.  The  Flint  river  here 
is  very  rapid,  and  not  easily  fordable.  A  further 
march  of  ten  miles  brought  us  to  Thomaston,  a 
village  of  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants; 
after  having  crossed  Big  Potato  creek,  camped 
at  six  p.  M.  at  Thomaston. 

April  twentieth.  Corps  headquarters  began 
their  march  at  six  a.  m.  ;  weather  was  good,  the 
roads  were  very  dry  and  dusty;  our  course, 
which  firom  Columbus  to  Thomaston  had  been 
to  the  north-east  now  directed  to  the  south- 
east Thomaston  is  forty-seven  miles  from 
Macon.  Our  advance  was  met  by  a  flag  of 
truce,  announcing  that  Sherman  had  entered  mto 
an  armistice  with  Johnston,  and  demanding  that 
we  should  **  halt"  where  we  were.  The  officer 
commanding  the  advance,  however,  had  no 
authority  to  stop  his  march ;  and  by  the  time 
the  letter  had  reached  General  Wilson,  tiie  city 
of  Macon  had  been  already  captured. 

Thus  imperfectly  are  the  main  incidents  of 
the  march  of  General  Wilson's  command  from 
Chickasaw,  Alabama,  to  Macon,  Georgia,  recorded 
and  reported  for  the  information  of  the  Medical 
Director,  Army  and  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, Surgeon  George  B.  Cooper,  U.  S.  A. 

It  had  been  intended  to  render  this  report 
more  complete,  and  give  the  points  of  interest 
more  in  detaiL  The  reports,  however,  from 
surgeons  in  charge  of  subordinate  commands 
are  not  so  explicit  as  to  permit  the  execution  of 
this  intention.    One  or  two  points  I  desire  to 
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present  to  the  Medical  Director,  Department  of 
the  Cumberland : 

First :  That  the  ambulance  corps  organization 
operated  as  successfully  in  the  cavahrj  as  in  the 
infantry  corps. 

Secondly :  No  patients  were  left  on  the  road- 
side in  the  rear  of  the  advancing  forces,  and  all 
were  provided  for  in  r^^nlarly-fumished  hos- 
pitals. 

Two  accidents  arose  from  tlie  magazines  of 
the  Spencer  carbines  exploding  from  being 
half-filled  while  on  hot-march  from  concussion 


in  one  instance,  the  magazine  was  in  tiie  pbnch 
in  the  other,  in  the  stock  of  the  carbine.  The 
tin  tubes  or  magazines  which  contain  the  fixed 
ammunition — metallic  cartridges — should  be 
therefore  kept  filled,  four  inches  of  play  on  a  hot 
day  may  explode  them,  as  evidenced  m  those 
two  cases. 

The  greatest  energy  and  assiduity  on  thepait 
of  all  the  medical  officers  was  obeenrable 
throughout  the  campaign. 

F.Salter, 

SargeoB  United  Statoi  ToiimtMrs, 
Medical  Direcior  Gftvalry  Corps,  Jl.  D.  H. 


Names  of  Offloers  and  Men  of  (he  Gamiry  CorpSy  M.  2).  Mi,  mentioned  by  (heir  respective  am- 
mandersfor  bravery  and  efficiency  sliown  in  the  late  campaign  from  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  to 
Macon,  Georgia. 

nBsrr  division. 


Njuo. 


RA5K. 


Bt  Wbom  IfBmosB). 


J.R  Dorr 

R.M.  KeUey 

ThoB.  W.  Johnson.. 

W.  H.Fidler 

Edmund  Penn 

Sutherland 

Baker 

Walden 

Lusk 

KfiUey 

Praiher 

Walker 

Weotworth. 

Cooper 

R8.  HiU 

D.  8.  Monlton 

E.S.CbaBe 

Bd.  Ferrel 

O.  H.  La  Orange.... 

W.  W.Bradley 

Henry  ^o'nden.... 
Thos.  W.  JohuBtoD. . 
W.  a  Fidler 

R.  8.  Hill 

James  M.  McCown,. 

Edmund  Penn 

Walter  Whittemore. 


Cok>nel.. ........... 

Lieutenant-Colonel . . 

MMiOT 

Captain 

Captain  and  A.  A.  0, 
Uapt.  and  A.  A.  I.  0 
Gapt.  and  Pro.  Mar. , 
Lieut,  and  A.  D.  C... 


8th  Iowa 

4th  Kmtocky  M.  L 
2i  Michigan.... 
6th  Kentocky.. 


Brig.-General  J.  *T.  Crozton, 


4th  Indiana.. 


Qoartermaster  Sergt. 
Commissary  Sergeant 

Colonel 

Gaptabi 


4th  Kentncky. 
2d  Indiana 


Lieutenant 

Seigeant.... '.*!.' .'..'! 

Colonel 

Ueotenant-Colonel . 


4th  Indiana.. 
iBtWH 


MiOor.. 


Captain.. 


::} 


7th  Kentucky. 


Ist  Wisconsin.. 
2d  Michigan... 
6th  Kentucky., 


3d  Indiana.... 
6ih  Kentucky. 

<t 

3d  Michigan..! 


Colonel  a  H.  La  Grange. 


Brigade  Stalt 

Colonel 0.  H.  Ia  Grange.. . . , 

Comd'g  Second  Brigade 

Recommended  by  Brigadier- 
General  John  T.  Crozton 
for  promotton 

((  t( 

Comd'g  Second  Brigade 

Recommended  by  Brigadier- 
General  John  T.  Crozton 
for  promotton 


Aide-  to   General   conunsBdiif 
corps. 


Wounded  at  West  Potait:  Mt 
Chkskasaw  with  leare  of  ab- 
sence in  his  pocket  At  West 
Point  was  snflMng  tram  a 
wound  receired  two  wteki 
preriously. 


First  faiside  the  rebel  works  at 

West  Point. 
To  be  Brigadler-GeDsnl  of  Tol- 

unteera.  * 


To  be  Ckdonel  by  breret. 


To  be  Lleut.-O>loiiet  by  br«r«t» 

TobeM^Jor. 

TobeMiOorbybrerflt. 


SECOND  DIVISIOy. 


Frank  White.... 

Eldridge 

Hathaway , 

Potter 

Dickinson 

C.  T.  Hudson. . . , 
p.  C.  Livermore, 
JohnH.  Shouf.. 

John  Morgan. . . , 


Lieutenant-Colonel . 


M^jor... 
OapUin.. 


AiUutant. 
Captain. . . 

mor 

Private... 


Sergeant.. 


17th  Indiana.. 
4th  Michigan.. 

If 
(t 
SdOhioV.O.*! 

«4 

128dIUiB0li.., 


CblonelJ.G.Tall.. 


Ueut.-Col.  B.  D.  Pritchard. 


M^Oor  D.  B.  Lirermore. , 


Captain  Owen  Wiley . 


Gallant  charge  on  artiDery,  vitk 
but  four  companies  of  his  r^ 
ment. 


Captured  battle  flag  of  Twelfth 
MissiSBippt  cavalry,  and  wis 
the  regimental  comnssdar. 

Planted  the  first  flag  oo  the 
works  at  Selma,  sad  la  ad- 
vance tUl  aU  tin  workswBft 
taken. 
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Njjcb. 

Rjunc 

RaoiMEn. 

Bt  WfidM  MBmoNSD. 

RS3CABS8. 

Lemuel  Edwards .... 

Private 

123dnilnol& 

U                     ; 

72d  Indiana 

u                

4th  Michigan 

96thnihiols 

7th  Pennsylvania. . 

4th  Ohio  f.C 

17th  Indiana 

(t 

*      '.*.;;:'. 

t( 
•i 
(f 

4th  Ohio  V.C 

OSthminols 

it 

ct       ,*!.*!!!.* 

17th  Indiana 

Uent.-CokHiel  Frank  White. . 
Llent.-OoL  C  0.  Thompson. 

U                                     it 

Marital  Archer,   MMor  Com- 
manding Colored  Troops. 

it                     it 

U                                     tt 

tt                          tt 
Malor  J.  J.  Waller 1 

^?ecial  Meseenger  Headquarters 
First  brigade.  Wounded  while 
leading  a  charge  at  Ebenezor 
Church. 

Coohieas  and  bravery  In  action 
at  aU  times. 

Wm  Kidney 

L.  S.  EHborn 

Corporal 

Mijor 

URBdwards, 

Private 

Wounded  while  leading  a  mounted 
charge  AprU  first 

LC  Bemington..... 

W.  0.  Yonng 

C.  L.  Connor. 

Lientenant 

Captain 

Lieutenalht 

Dr.  Big^. 

JohnW.Deen 

Sergeant 

Reaben  PhUlipa 

James  H-McDowoU.. 
A.R.  Hoxteon 

Private 

First  Lieutenant.,.. 
Private 

'  .4         '             ti        ' 

ii             fi 

J 

t$                        U 

Captain  W.  W.  Shoemaker. . . 

Lleut-ColonelK.  KltchoU. 

Ii                    tt 
tt                ■    it 

**           Frank  White 
ti                   it 
(.                   It 
i<                   11 
tt                   ti 
Colonel  N.O.  Miller. 

U                         tt 

ii                tt 
u               tt 

U                    it 

Cblonel  J.  0.  VaU 

Captured  Hag  at  Maoon,  Georgia. 

Captured  a  flag  at  Macon ,  Georgia. 
Each  captured  a  flag  in  a  skirmish 

near  Culloden,  Georgia. 
Found   four  two-pounder   guns 

burled  at  Macon. 
First  on  the   works   at  Selma 

J.Davis 

it 

Battoff. 

Corporal 

John  H.  Booth 

,( 

nnffVnni 

Captain 

AprU  second.  Instantiy  kUled. 

Flood 

.»      •  •••. 

K.  B.  Iliistlewood 

t« 

After  being  severely  wounded 
kept  up   with   the  conmiand 
over  amUe,  Selma,  April^. 

J.J.  Wetter 

MiUor. #.. 

A(Uatant 

Doyle 

J.  H.  McDowell 

Lieutenant 

T.  W.  SooU  . 

Captain 

Colonel  Mtot^'s  Staff. 

CulbertOD 

Licuteoant 

J.  0.  VaU 

Colonel 

Ueulenant-Colonel . . 

"          "    ! ! 

Lieutenant !! 

17tii  Indiana 

98th  Illinois 

123dIUinoi8 

72d  Indiana 

123d  Illinois 

c« 

ti           ^^ 

** 

tKltchell 

Jonathan  Biggs 

C6.  Tbomson 

N.M.  Aahmore 

Aide-de-camp  :  first  to  enter  the 
rebel  works  at  Selma,  mounted. 

With  a  guard  of  men  captured 
twenty  prisoners  and  two 
pieces  of  artlUery,  three  hun- 
dred yards  to  advance  of  the 
line. 

WUcy 

Qtptaln 

Wood 

M       ^ 

tt             tt 

It             t» 

(1                       K                                 \ 
tt                      tt                                 f 
«                       tt 

ii     .                  tt                           • 
Ii                       11 

Colonel  R.  a  G.  Mlniy. 

tk                it 

«                It 
Earnestly  recommended  by 
Colonel  Mtoty  for  Brevet. 

It                it 

it                ii 

Brigadier-General  Eli  Long. . . 
it                it 

11                             M 
tt                           M 
ti                           11 
tt                          tt 
tt                          tt 
If                           It 
i(                           l< 
tt                           11 
tt                            U 
tt                            «t 

) 

It                             t(                I 

) 

It                             tt 

l(                            ti 

RecoDunended  by  Brig. -Gen- 
eral Long  for  promotion. . . 

It                   11 

H                              <f 
•                               tt 
(t                              tt 

Delong 

tt 

U.F.  Dane 

u 

G.  B.  Swoet 

Lientenant 

Colonel  MiUer*8  Stolt 

W.  N.  Owens 

Captain 

Provost  Marshal  First  Brigade. 

Brigade  Inspector  First  Brigade. 

For  his  energy  in  performxince  of 
his  duty  at  ail  times.  Rode 
under  terrific  fire  to  report 
Colonel  Miller  being  wounded 
to  Colonel  Vail,  next  to  com- 
mand. 

John  C.  Scott 

Sergeant 

Jackson  6.  BeU 

72d  Indiana 

4th  Michigan 

17th  Indiana 

4th  Ohio  V.C 

it 

4th  Michigan 

7th  Pennsylvania. . 

•Bth  Illinois 

4th  Ohio  V.  C 

It 

18th  U.  8.  Infantry! 

8d Ohio  V.C 

ii 

R  D.  PHtchard 

Frank  White 

Moore 

Llentenont-Colonel . . 
CapUhi .*.* 

i^kMrdirm 

ti 

Boms 

MBJOT 

A.  A.  A.  G.  Second  Brigade. 
A.  A.  I.  6.  Second  Brigade. 
A.  A.  A.  G. 

Greeno 

tf 

F.  W.  Boott 

Captain 

W.  W,  Shnemakor   . . 

A.  D.  C. 

Henry  Deiring 

S.  8.  CoJbertson  . 

Lieutenant 

A.  D.C. 

(i 

A.  C  M. 

W.  RGatOB    

Ouptaln 

Provoftt  Marshal. 

J.  M.  Sqnire 

K, 

A.  A.  I.  G 

P.  B.  Lewis 

tt 

Topographical  Engtoeer. 
A.  C.  8. 

J.  B.  Haydcn 

Lientenant 

4th  Ohio  V.C 

128dniinol8 

7th  Pennsylvania.. 

W.N.  McDonald 

(( • 

Orderly  Officer 
Commanding  escort. 
Chief  Surgeon. 
Commanding  trato  guard. 
A.  A.  Q.  M 

Bartraoght 

Captain 

Fred.  Carpe 

Surseon. 

Martin  Archer....... 

MAjSr??::.:;::::..;: 

8d  Ohio  V.C 

u 

17th  Indiana.'.**.'!! 

4th  Michigan 

4th  Ohio  V.C 

OSthlUlnols..!!!!! 

721  Indiana 

7th  Pennsylvania. , 
17th  Hdlana 

aaooe 

Qiptain 

T.  J.  Patten 

Lientenant 

With  Pkmeers. 

JuhnBenneU 

Henry  Prince 

it        ^  ^ 

Private,..'.!*.'.!!..'.*. 

Orderly. 

Henry  Qibb    ....... 

Bugler 

T.W.  Scott... 

N.O.  Miner 

Colonel. 

To  be   CapUln  and   A.   A.   a 

United  States  Volunteers. 
T^  be  Brlgadler-GenenU. 

11                                 u 

R.H.  0.  Mtoty 

CC  McOormlck 

u 

« 

44                        ^               ti 

0.0.  VaU 

•••• i 
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Jonathan  Biggs, 

E.  Kitchen 

Frank  White. . 
G,  W.Dobb.... 


RA5K. 


Uentenant-Cotonel . 


RfeGIMSRTi 


128dIUi]ioi8.. 

Wth        " 
17th  Indiana. 
4th  Ohio  Y.C. 


Bt  Wbom  Miktiord. 


Reoommended   bj   Brig-Gen- 
era!  Long  for  promotion. . . .  pb  be  Breret  Brigadier-G«DcnL 


FOURTH  DIVISipN. 

Jamefl  W.  Latta 

Brevet  IfiOor 

Brevet  MsJ.-General  E.  Upton 

U                                     t( 

tt                      tt 

tt                      tt 

Brlg.-Gen'l  N.  J.  Alexander. . 

• 

(C                                      M 
tt                                     tt 

It                                     U 
it                                     U 

tt                                    tt             1 

(I                          (t          r 
«       E.  F.Winslow... 

tt                        u 

• 

tt                      tt 

tt                          tt 

tt                       tt 

It                                u 

tl                        u 

U                                     It 

tt                      tt 

(t                       (( 

Brevet    Brig -General  E.  F. 
Winslow 

E.F.Win8k>w 

A.  A.O. 

Tom  C.Gilpin 

Captain 

A.A.D.a 

Sloan  Keck 

Ll^tflnant 

A.  A.  D.  a 

Peter  Keck 

u  ' 

Ordnance  Officer. 

Geo.  D.  Womeldortr . 
Garrard 

First  Llentenant 

Colonel 

7lhOhioV.C 

M 

1st    «       *V!! 

Gallant  oondoct  with  his  Obbh 
pany  (L)  at  Ebeneser  Orarek 

B.  B.  Eggleaton 

BOUjheU 

« 

Lieutenant.^ 

brevet  by  General  Alexander. 
Second  Brigade  Staff. 

J.  N.  0.  Yeoman  .... 

<( 

brevet  by  General  Atexasdcr. 

HcKee 

(f 

Siimael  Drydou 

u 

Second  BHgade  StafL 

H.S.  Blrdsell 

Sergeant 

3d  Iowa 

Captured  Garrison  flag  and  bearer 

Andr^firW,  Tihhfttn 

Private    

tt 

near  Golnmbus,  Georgia,  April 
W,1865. 
Captured  flag  of  Austin's  Battery 

John  Ht  Hftyg ....... 

tt 

4th"     

and  bearer  at  Columbus,  Geor- 
gia, April  10,  IStf. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  April  16, 188& 

Richard  H.  Morgan.. 
Nicholas  limning.... 

Norman  F.  Bates  . . 

Corporal.... 

tt 

Private 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Captured  gilk  OonfMerate  States 
flag  and  two  staff  officers  at 
Sehna,  AUbama,  April  2, 1861 

Qiptured  a  rebel  and  standard  at 
Colombas,  Georgia. 

Captured  flag  of  Seventh  MM*. 

Sergeant. ... .4  i.... 

Charles  N.  Swan* .... 

Private 

Richard  a  CosgUflT.. 
John  Kinney 

(t 

u 

sippi  and  bearer  at  Selma,  Ala 
Captured  standard  and  bearer  at 

u 

t 

Columbus,  Georgia. 
Oapcured  standard  and  besrerof 

Edward  J.  Belb....: 

11 

CI 

Tenth     Mtooort    Battory  at 
Cbhunbos,  Georgia. 
Captured  flag  Wl  by  the  rebeli 

James  P.  MiBer 

It 

4th  Iowa 

at  Columbus,  Georgia. 

I/>t  Abraham. ..... 

Qintain... 

of  Twdllh  Miseisslppl  canlry 
at  Selma,  Alabama. 

(( 

tt 

Asa  B.  Fitch 

((                      tt 
tt                      tt 
tt                      tt 

u                                   tt 

tt                      tt 
tt                      tt 
tt                           (t 

by  Bvt.  MfO.-Gen.  4Upton. . 

U                                      tt 
c                                 tt 
tt                           u 

(t                                     C( 
«(                                  u 

tt                      tt 

u                         u 
It                      I* 
«                       (t 

((                                      H 
tt                                    H 
It                                     tt 
tt                                     It 
«                                      tt 

«                           u 
tt                          tt 

Upton  to  receive  medals  of 
bonor 

^^— \r~    7  ^^ 

Jcha  D.  Brown 

u 

Sdlowa. 

II                 (t 

Geo.  W.  Johnson. . . . 

It 

u 

u                     tt 

R/  a  M.  McGladton. . 

tt 

10th  Missouri 

34  Iowa 

10th  Missouri 

4th  Iowa 

tt                it 

Samuel  J.  If  cKee. . . . 

tt 

tt                      <c 

Frederick  Owen 

IJoyd  Dillon 

First  Lieutenant.... 
Second  Ueutenant. . . 
Colonel 

To  be  Captain  by  brevet. 
Tb  First  Lieutenant  by  brevet 

John  W.  Noble 

8d     ♦*    

B.  B.  Eggleston 

Jamee  W.  Latta 

Bvt.Maj!andA.'A.'G. 
Captain 

IstOhioV.C 

TVtbeM^randA.A.G. 

IhomasC.  Gilpin.... 
W.  W.  Woods 

81  Iowa 

4th    •'   

4th  Michigan 

8d  Iowa 

1V>  be  M^Oor  by  brevet 

Major 

To  be  Ueut-Colonel  by  brevet 

J.  H.Simpson 

T.  H.  Brown 

Captain 

First  Lieutenant.... 

Second  Lieutenant!. 
Contain 

A.  a  a        '  respecUTedqnts. 

Johns.  Keck 

4th    "   

To  be  Oq^  n  by  brevet. 

Peter  R.  Keck 

u 

II              'tt 

Lot  Abraham 

tt 

Asa  B.  Fitrh 

^1      

tt 

11                 II 

John  D.  Brown  

(( 

3i     «*  

((                 It 

Geo.  W.  Johnson. . . . 

t( 

10th  Missouri'.".'.'.. 

7th  Ohio  Y.C 

1st       «         

lOtbMiswort 

4th  Iowa 

i(                 II 

R  M.McGla88on 

it 

«                 « 

Goo.  D.  Womeldorff. . 

J.  A.  0.  Yeoman 

Ferdinand  Owen 

Lloyd  Dillon 

First  Lieutmant. . . . 

t<                   u 

Second  Lieutenant.. 
Sergeant *.. 

II                 II 
To  be  Flnt  Uaotenantby  brevet. 
u                           *< 

Robert  S.  Kiles 

t< 

Private 

IC 

For  indivMnal  bravery  at  Girard. 
Being  taken  prisoner  he  escaped, 

Robert  C  Woods 

tt                     «» 

and  with  a  few  others  took 
prisoners  the  Oolottel  sad  Ad- 
jutant  of  the  regimeat  that  had 
iddhim. 
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Comolidaied  Bepart  of  OasuaUies  in  Cavalry  Corps,  M,  JD.  itf! ,  commanded  by  Brevet  Major- 
General  WUion,  avring  the  late  Campaign. 


GOiOCABD. 


Carilnr  Corps.. 


S^oood  Dirlxioa.. 
lUzd  IHviskm... 
FoQith  Dhrblon.. 
Fifth  DiriBloii.... 
Sixth  DlTiaiou... 
B<T«nth  DiTiakoi. 


ToUl. 


CoMmsnoiiKD  Ofpiokbs. 


0 
5 
5 
9 
No 


18 


WOUNDSD. 


16 

2 

repoct. 


19 


No 


23 


report 


23 


No 


IS 


report. 


27 

108 
0 


187 


Emubtzd  Mkh. 


WOUMUUX 


80 
78 
296 
83 


407 


48 
1?8 


176 


129 
61 


180 


IS 
684 

9 


706 


Bilgidlev-Geneial  Eli  Long  woondod,  Selma,  AprO,  1866. 

C.  L.  Green, 

Major  and  Provost  Manhal  C.  C,  M.  D.  M. 
Ottigz  PsoYoer  Mabibal  G.  C*  M.  D.  M.,  Magoii,  Ga.,  Jtme  28, 1866. 

Co}isolidated  Report  of  ConfederoU  Prisoners  pearled  under  the  direction  of  Brevei  Majors 

General  vFilson, 


Bt  Whom  Pabolid. 


NcKBEB  Pabolxd.       Wbkbi  Pabolxd.        Wbsn  Pabolbd. 


ProTMt  Harehal  CiiTalrj  Corps,  M.  D.  M.. . 

ColcDel  Egglc'sfcon 

*Cok>Del  Cooper. 

Mjjor  WillUms 

Cftptiin  Walden 

Captaia  Larobaon 

Ctptalo  Abrahams. 

CapUin  Gates 

Oemral  Upton 

General  McCook 

CapUin  Hathaway 

Hajor  Dant 

General  Fry,  C.  8.  A. 


TokaL. 


14,986 

10,000 

6,000 

967 

226 

8,700 

6,026 

1,247 

6,316 

7,200 

2,816 

226 

2,181 


MaooD,  Oa. 

AUanta,  •< 

Albany,  '* 

MiUedKeviOe,  *• 
Forayth,  •* 

Colambos,  ** 
Wsfhington,  ** 
HavklnsTUle,  '' 
Aagasta,  ** 

TallahaMoe,  Fla. 
On  the  march. 
Enfala. 
AugoKta,  Ga. 


1866. 
April  and  May. 


AprU. 
May. 
AprlL 


69,878 


Commissioned  offloers 6,184 

BnlLrtodmcn 68,744 

Total 69,878 

C.  L.  Green, 

Major  and  Provost  Marshal  C.  C,  M.  D.  M. 
ChrnoB  Pbotoct  Masshal  C.  C,  M.  D.  M.,  Macon,  Ga.,  Jane  28,  I866i 

ConsoUdaied  Report  of  Cotton  Destroyed  by  Cavalry  Corps^  M.  D.  M.,  commanded  by  Brevet 
Major-General  WUson,  during  Hie  late  Campaign. 


No.orBAUB. 

WUXBX  DXSTBOTKIH 

36,000 
86.000 
12^000 
10,000 

Selma,            Ala. 

Colamhos,  Ga. 

On  the  line  of  march. 

Destroyed  by  the  Confederate  forces  bt^ore  retreating. 

Destroyed  by  the  Cavalry  Command  after  the  place  was  taken. 
Destroyed  by  the  Cavalry  Command, 

256,000 

Total  nomber  of  bales  destroyed. 

C.  L.  Green, 

M^Jor  and  Provost  Muahal  a  C,  M.  D.  M. 
OvFiei  Pbovoct  Mabiwat.  Cavalst  Cobps,  M.  D.  M.«  Mao3n,  Ga.,  Jane  23, 18d6. 


•  An  eitiinat*  s  no  rsport  rdceived  np  to  date. 
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OFFICIAL  DESPATCHES. 

[By  Telegraph  firom  Augusta,  Goorgia,  May  8, 1866.] 

Brevet  Major-General  Wilson^  Macon  : 

General  Fry  has  been  paroling  men  of  various 
commands  to  go  to  their  nomes,  and  there  remain 
undisturbed,  on  condition  of  not  taking  up  arms 
against  the  United  States  until  properly  re- 
lieved of  the  obligation  of  their  paroles.  He 
has  kept  a  register  of  all  men  so  paroled.  It 
was  necessary  to  do  this  to  get  the  soldiers  out 
of  the  city,  there  having  been  some  depredations 
committed.  There  is  a  question  as  to  the  validity 
of  these  paroles.  Shall  they  cease  to  be  issued, 
or  the  form  be  changed  ? 

E.  Upton, 
Brevet  M^Jar-General  Cnited  States  Volonteers. 

[Telegraph,  Augusta,  May  8, 1885.] 

Major-Oeneral    Wilson,  Commanding  (knalry 

Corps,  Macon 

I  arrived  thio  morning ;  have  sent  the  torpedo 
operator  who  laid  the  obstructions  in  the  Sa- 
vannah river  down  to  remove  them ;  will  take 
them  four  to  six  days.  Will  send  communica- 
tion to  General  Grover  to-morrow  morning  by 
Captain  Lamar,  of  General  McLaws  staff'.  At- 
lanta has  rations  enough  if  the  soldiers  ha^e 
not  appropriated  them  to  supply  the  paroled 
men  of  Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies.  The  citizens 
fear  a  disturbance  should  Wheeler's  men  pass 
this  way,  and  it  may  be  necessary  for  their  pro- 
tection, as  well  as  the  vast  amount  of  govern- 
ment property  here,  to  have  a  dismounted  force 
sent  by  rail,  to  garrison  the  place,  while  the 
troops  are  in  transitu.  Lee's  army  has  mostly 
passed  throTlgh  Many  of  Johnston's  army  are 
passing  across  the  river,  higher  up  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Washington.  Shall  I  order  supplies  to 
this  place  from  Savannah  ?  There  ought  to  be 
a  sufficient  amount  accumulated  here  in  the 
event  of  the  river's  falling,  to  hold  out  till  the 
Central  Railroad  is  repaired. 

E.  Upton, 
BroTec  Major-General  United  States  Yolonteen. 


Hkadquabxkbs  Catalhy  Gobps,  M.  D.  M., 
Sklma,  April  4,  1865. 


I 

Generai/— I  took  thig  place  by  assault  at  six 
p.  M.  on  the  second  ;  captured  twenty  field  guns, 
two  thousand  prisoners,  and  large  quantity  of 
stores,  besides  all  the  iron  works  north  of  here. 

Forrest,  Dick  Taylor,  Adams,  and  Armstrong 
succeeded  in  getting  out  in  the  dark,  by  wading 
the  swamps  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  The 
place  is  strongly  fortified  with  two  lindfe  of  bas- 
tion fortfi,  the  outer  one  with  continuous  line  of 
stockade  from  river  to  river. 

The  conduct  of  my  troops  was  magnificent ; 
loss  not  very  heavy ;  General  Long  wounded 
slightly  in  the  head  ;  Colonel  Dobb  killed  ; 
Colonels  Miller,  McCormick,  and  Biggs  wounded. 

I  shall  burn  the  arsenal,  naval  foundry,  and 
everything  of  service  to  the  rebels ;  but  hold 
the  place  for  you  as  long  as  I  can  do  so  without 
jeopardizing  my  command,  or  the  campaign. 


Three  brigades  of  Forrest's  are  west  of  tiie 
Cahawba.  I  shall  go  after  him  as  soon  as  I  hear 
definitely  from  you.  Hurry  forward  your  gnu- 
boats  and  transports ;  relieve  me  of  my  capture, 
and  let  me  finish  up  the  balance  of  the  rebel 
cavalry.  I  may  possibly  move  to  Montgomeiy, 
if  I  find  that  I  can  do  so  soon  enou^. 

J.  H.   WiLSOX, 
Bravet  ll^jar43«nenl 
Maior-General  E.  R.  S.  Caxby, 
Mobile*  Alabama. 

HsADQU.4BnB8,  Cataibt  CoBr&  K IX  X., ) 
Sbuu,  April  6,  1865.       ] 

General — ^I  have  about  two  thousand  prison- 
ers of  war,  a  number  of  them  first  and  Becood 
class  militia,  captured  at  this  place,  besides  Hie 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals  in  this  city. 
I  am  willing  to  release  them  at  once  on  parole, 
subject  to  exchange  hereafter,  provided  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  can  be  made.  I  make  this 
proposition  to  save  the  country  through  which 
they  will  be  compelled  to  march  north  from  the 
injury  that  will  necessarily  be  inflicted  upon  it 
by  the  impressment  of  supplies  for  so  large  a 
body  of  men,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  aged  and 
respectable  gentlemen  of  this  city  so  indis- 
creetiy  impressed  into  its  defence  may  be  spared 
the  toilsome  and  painful  march  they  will  be 
compelled  to  make,  unless  my  proposition  is 
accepted  by  the  Confederate  authorities.  Thia 
communication  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain 
Hosea  of  my  staff,  who  is  authorized  io  enter 
into  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  who,  if 
granted,  can  explain  more  fully  my  views. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  H.  Wn^N, 

Brervi  Mi^-GeocnL 

Lieu  tenant-General  Richard  Taylor, 

Commanding  Confederate  Department  of  Missiisipiil  and 
East  Louisiana,  DemopoUs  or  elsewhere. 

(Official)  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  M^-GeD«ni. 
(Declined.) 

HBAOQUAHTEBH   CATALRTGl»ff8,1f.n.lL,) 

6BLMA,  Alabama,  AprU  T,  186&.    ) 

(Special  Field  Order  No.  16.) 

The  Brevet  Major-€^neral  commanding  con- 
gratulates the  omcors  and  men  of  the  cavalry 
corps  upon  their  late  signal  victory.  After  a 
march  of  nearly  three  hundred  miles  over  bad 
roads,  through  a  sterile  and  mountainous  coun- 
try, passing  wide  and  rapid  rivers,  you  in 
twelve  days  found  yourselves  in  front  of  Selma, 
with  its  arsenals,  foundries,  and  workahofis, 
the  most  important  city  in  the  south-west  Tie 
enemy  attempted  to  delay  our  march  at  Bbene- 
zer  Church,  and  paid  tiio  penalty  of  his  temerity 
by  leaving  three  guns  and  two  hundred  prisoD- 
ers  in  your  hands.  Selma  lay  before  you  buf 
rounded  by  two  lines  of  entrenchments,  the 
outer  one  continuous,  flanked  by  impassable 
swamps,  covered  by  stockades,  and  defended  by 
seven  thousand  troops  under  the  commaod  of 
Lieutenant-Greneral  Forrest  Like  an  avahnche 
the  intrenid  soldiers  of  the  Second  divisioo 
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swept  over  the  defences  on  the  Snimnerfield 
road,  while  the  Fourth  division  carried  those 
on  the  Plantersville  road.  The  enemy,  astonish- 
ed aiid  disheartened,  broke  from  their  strong 
works,  and  Selma  was  fairly  won. 

The  enemy,  under  Chauners,  attempted  to 
drive  in  the  Second  division  picket  line  during 
the  battle,  and  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  rebel  gar- 
rison, but  their  efforts  were  futil6,  and  ttiey 
were  compelled  to  retreat  rapidly  beyond  the 
Cahawba.  The  First  division,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  making  hard  marches,  harassing  in  front 
and  rear  the  bewildered  rebels  under  Jackson. 
The  wagon  train  had  been  left  behind,  that 
your  march  might  not  be  impeded,  but  has 
arrived  in  safety,  its  guard  having  frustrated 
all  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  delay  its  progress. 
Soldiers,  you  have  b^en  called  upon  to  perform 
long  marches  and  endure  privations,  but  your 
General  relied  upon  and  believed  in  your  capa- 
city and  courage  to  undergo  every  task  im- 
posed upon  you.  Trusting  in  your  valor,  dis- 
cipline, and  armament,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
attack  entrenchments  believed  by  the  rebel 
leaders  to  be  impregnable,  and  which  might 
weD  have  caused  double  your  numbers  of  vete- 
ran infantry  to  hesitate.  You  have  fully  justi- 
fied his  opinions,  and  may  justly  regard  your- 
selves invincible.  Your  achievements  will 
always  be  considered  among  the  most  remarka- 
ble in  the  annals  of  cavalry.  The  fruits  of  your 
victorv  are  numerous  and  important.  Twenty- 
six  fiefd  guns  and  one  thirty-pounder  Parrott  cap- 
tured on  the  field  of  battle,  and  over  seventy 
pieces  of  heavv  ordnance  in  the  arsenal  and 
foundry ;  two  thousand  prisoners,  a  number  of 
battle-flags,  the  naval  foundry  and  machine 
shops,  the  extensive  arsenal,  filled  v^ith  every 
variety  of  military  munitions,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  in 
depot. 

During  your  march  you  have  destroyed  seven 
iron  works  and  foundries,  several  factories  and 
collieries,  many  railroad  bridges  and  trestle 
works,  and  large  quantities  of  cotton.  While 
you  exult  in  the  success  which  has  crowned 
your  arms,  do  not  forget  the  memory  of  those 
who  died  that  you  might  conquer. 

By  conmiana  of  Brevet  &^jor-General  Wil- 
son. 

£.  B.  Beaumont, 

IfiOorandA.  A.O. 

[In  cipher.] 

Hkadqcabtsrs,  Cavalbt  Corps,  M.  D.  M.,  \ 
lioHTaoMKKY,  Alabaua,  April  13,1866.     j 

MoQor-General  Canhy,  Mobile^  Alabcxma: 

My  command  took  possession  of  this  place 
yesterday  morning  after  slight  skirmishing ; 
Buford  and  Adams  have  fled  m  the  direction  of 
Columbus.  Most  of  the  stores  have  been 
moved  to  that  place  and  Macon.  There  are  no 
forces  in  Alabiona  that  can  r^ist  you,  or  even 
stand  before  my  corps.  You  have  only  to 
move  into  the  interior,  occupy  Selma  and  Mont- 


gomery, and  restore  the  State  to  the  Union. 
Yon  will  find  a  most  admirable  condition  of 
affairs,  plenty  of  forage  and  provisions.  Half 
of  your  force  can  complete  the  work  after 
Mobile  is  taken. 

My  orders  were  to  make  a  demonstration 
towards  Selma  and  Tuscaloosa,  and  then  to  act 
as  I  might  think  best  Having  destroyed  those 
places,  and  everything  of  value  between  here 
and  the  Tennessee  river,  and  in  consideration 
of  General  Grant's  late  victory,  and  the  capture 
of  Richmond,  as  well  as  your  capacity  to 
effectually  dispose  of  the  rebels  in  this  State,  I 
have  determined  to  move  at  onee  and  rapidly 
towards  Columbus  and  Macon.  If  I  can  destroy 
the  arsenals  at  those  places,  the  rebel  armies 
must  fciM  to  pieces  for  want  of  munitions. 
There  are  but  few  troops  to  resist  my  march. 
My  command  is  in  splendid  condition,  every 
man  mounted,  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  in 
splendid  spirits. 

Forrest  is  between  the  Cahawba  and  Demop- 
olis,  unless  he  has  moved  to  follow  me.  I  am 
sorry  I  have  not  been  able  to  hear  from  you.  I 
have  already  delayed  longer  than  I  expected  in 
this  region. 

In  evacuating  this  place  the  rebels  destroyed 
eighty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton.  We  have 
destroyed  trains,  stores,  and  everything  else  of 
value.  We  captured  twenty-six  field  euns, 
thirtv-pounder  Parrott,  and  two  tbousand  six 
hundred  prisoners  at  Selma,  five  field  guns  here 
and  some  prisoners. 

My  command  will  march  from  here  eariy  to- 
morrow. This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Ser- 
geant Bailey,  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry.  Please 
have  him  rewarded,  and  return  him  as  soon  as 
you  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
J.  H.  Wilson, 
Brevet  MiOor-GeneraL 

[In  Cipher.] 

HXADQUARTBIia  ClTAUtT  CbRPS,  M.  D.  M. , ) 
CoLUifBU,  Gbosgu,  April  17, 1866.     j 

Major-Oeneral  E,  R.S,  Canby,  Mobile,  Alabama^ 
vommanding  Officer  ai  Pensacola : 
My  forces  captured 'this  place  by  a  most  gal- 
lant attack  at  ten  o'clock  last  night ;  twenty- 
five  men  killed  and  wounded.  Captured  about 
fifteen  hundred  prisoners,  many  colors,  twenty- 
four  field  guns,  and  one  gunboat,  carrying  six 
rifled  seven-inch.  Generals  Cobb  and  Buford 
escaped  in  the  ^k.  Major-General  Upton  and 
Brigadier-General  Winslow  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  for  their  personal  intrepidity  and 
good  management 

General  Winslow  is  burning  the  navy  yard, 
foundries,  alrsenals,  armory,  railroad  stock, 
depots,  and  cotton  warehouses  to-day.  The 
value  in  Confederate  currency  of  the  property 
destroyed  cannot  be  computed.  A  part  of  my 
corps  IS  now  moving  eastward,  and  everything 
will  follow  in  the  morning.  I  anticipate  no  great 
diiflculty.  My  command  is  in  magnificent  con- 
dition.    Please  commxmicate  this  despatch  to 
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Generals  Thomas   and   Grant,  and  direct  the 
Quartermaster's   department    to   reward     the 
bearer. 
Very  respectfaUj,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H.  Wilson. 

Brevet  imor-Geiienl. 

(Telegram.] 

EBAoquARnn  C&tjxbt  Corfb,  M.  D.  M.,) 
MAOcnr,  GieoBGiii,  April  20, 1865.     j 

Mofjor-Oeneral  W.  T.  Sherman^  through  Head- 
quarters General  Beauregard: 
My  advance  received  the  siurender  of  this 
city  this  evening. 

General  Cobb  had  previously  sent  me,  under 
flag  of  truce,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  General 
Beauregard,  declmng  the  existence  of  an  ar- 
mistice between  all  me  troops  under  your  com- 
mand, and  those  under  General  Johnston. 

Without  questioning  the  authenticity  of  this 
despatch,  or  its  application  to  my  command,  I 
could  not  communicate  orders  to  my  advance  in 
time  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place ;  I 
shall  therefore  hold  its  garrison,  including  Major- 
Generals  G.  W.  Smith  and  Cobb,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mackall,  prisoners  of  war.  Please  send 
me  orders.  I  shall  remain  here  a  reasonable 
length  of  time  to  hear  from  you. 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  UMjor-QeoenL 

*      [relegram  in  Cipher.] 

HiAOQUiiBisRS  Gavalbt  Cobts,  If.  D.  U.,\ 
MAOoy ,  Gborgu,  April  21 ,  1866.    / 

Mmor-Oenerdl  TF.  T.  Sherman, North  Carolina: 
I  left  Chickasaw  with  three  (3)  divisions  oo 
the  twenty-second  March ;  destroyed  all  the 
foundries  and  roUine  mills  in  Northern  Alabama ; 
defeated  Forrest,  Adams,  and  Roddy  at  Ebenezer 
station,  south  of  Montevallo.  April  first,  cap- 
tured three  hundred  prisoners  and  three  (3) 
^uns.  Assaulted  and  captured  Sehna  the  even- 
ing of  the  second,  with  twenty-seven  hundred 
(2,700)  prisoners,  twentv-eight  (28)  field  guns, 
and  one  (1)  thirty-pound  Parrot t  in  action,  be- 
sides about  fiftjr  pieces  of  various  calibre  in  the 
town.  Burned  arsenal,  foundries,  rolling  mills, 
and  large  quantities  of  stores;  drove  Forrest 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Cahawba;  destroyed 
the  bridges  ;  built  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
Alabama ;  marched  to  Montgomery,  which  ca- 
pitulated on  the  fourteenth;  destroyed  the 
arsenal,  foundry,  five  steamboats,  and  five  field 
guns ;  marched  thence  to  Columbia,  sending  a 
strong  column  to  West  Point 

General  Upton  assaulted  and  carried  the  de- 
fenses of  Columbia,  ten  p.  m.  on  the  seventeenth ; 
captured  thirteen  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-two 
field  guns,  in  position,  destroyed  one  hundred 
thousand  bales  of  cotton,  the  arsenal,  foimdry, 
armory,  navy  yard,  one  iron-clad  ram,  mounting 
six  (6j  guns,  nearly  ready  for  sea,  four  (4)  exten- 
sive factories,  fifteen  locomotives,  and  a  very 
large  quantity  of  military  stores  of  every  kind. 
The  same  day  Colonel  La  Grange  took  West 


Point,  two  hundred  prisoners,  killed  Geo^ 
Tyler,  captured  three  hundred  cars,  and  fifteen 
locomotives.*    Both  columns  converK|Ml  in  fiiis 

Slace,  where  they  arrived  last  night  Tberebek 
estroyed  twenty-eight  thousand  bales  of  cot- 
ton at  Sehna,  and  eighty-five  thousand  at  Mont- 
gomery. ^  The  damage  inflicted  upon  tiie  rebek 
up  to  this  time  cannot  be  reckoned  in  Confed* 
erate  currency. 

Croxton's  brigade  left  me  at  Elyton,  burnt 
Tuscaloosa,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  noBr 
Columbus,  Mississippi  I  have  organized  and 
partially  armed  three  n^ro  regiments.  My 
command  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  cso  go 
anywhere.  I  have  no  definite  information  from 
Canby,  but  rumors  that  he  had  taken  Mobile ;  I 
know  he  ought  to  have  done  so  some  time  ago. 
8haU  wait  here  a  few  days  to  rest,  and  wait  a 
reply  to  my  despatch  of  last  night 

J.  H.  WiLBOir, 
Brevet  li^)or-G«DenL 

General  Wilson  presents  his  compliments  to 
General  Beaureganl,  and  requests  him  to  for- 
ward this  telegram  to  Greneral  Sherman.  It  has 
no  reference  to  future  operations  or  plans,  but 
relates  purely  to  what  has  already  transpired. 
It  is  sent  in  cipher  merely  to  insure  its  correct 
transmittal.  If  the  General  desires  it,  the  mes- 
sage may  be  repeated  in  its  original  form  for 
his  information. 

[Ln  cipher.] 

Hbadquakubs  Cataut  Gosn,  M.  D.  X.  I 
H&oni,  Gwsou,  May  ai,  ISSSu    \ 

Major-Oeneral  K  R.  S.  Canby,  Commanding 

Sniitary    Division   West   JJtssissippi,  near 

Mobile,  Alabama. 

General — This  place  surrendered  to  me  last 
night  unconditionally.  Major-Generals  Cobb, 
G.  W.  Smith,  and  Brigadier  General  Mackafl, 
with  1,500  militia,  are  prisoners. 

Since  arriving  here,  I  have  received  throngh 
General  Cobb,  a  copy  of  an  official  despatch 
from  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  declaring  the 
existence  of  an  armistice  between  the  troops 
under  his  command,  and  those  under  General 
Sherman,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms  of 
agreement  between  the  belli^rents.  G^enersl 
C^bb  has  also  received  a  despatch  ordering 
him  to  communicate  this  information  to  Gene- 
ral Taylor,  who  is  requested  to  solicit  an  ex- 
tension of  its  terms  to  your  forces  and  his 
own.  My  own  impression  is  that  it  is  not 
contemplated  by  our  authorities  that  a  gene- 
ral armistice  should  be  declared,  or  that  its 
terms  should  apply  to  your  or  my  forces. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  General  Lee 
and  his  army  are  prisoners  of  war,  and  that 
General  Johnston  is  in  command  of  the  Con- 
federate forces.  I  have  telegraphic  coDuniini- 
cation  through  the  rebel  lines  and  Genenl 

•  NlneieeQ  looomotlros,  the  «iiUre  itook  of  ttie  AttaaU  nd 
Montgomery  rotdn,  were  destroyed  by  La  Grange. 
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Beauregard's  headquarters  to  Goldsboro,  N.  C, 
and  have  sent  a  message  to  Genera]  Sherman. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
Benraot, 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brerei  M^jor-OeneraL 

[Tetagram.] 

EMMqpjAwma  Cayjomt  Corps,  If.  D.  IL ,  1 
llAOQir,  Oa.,  AprU  21, 18G6, 8  p.  m.     / 

Mqjar-Oeneral  W.  T.  Sherman^  through  Gene- 

ralj.  JEL  Johnston: 

Toot  despatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received. 
I  shall  at  once  proceed  to  carry  out  your  in- 
stnictioDS. 

If  proper  arrangements  can  be  made  to  have 
gQgar,  cofifee,  and  clothing  sent  from  Savannah 
to  Augusta,  tiiey  can  be  brought  hither  by  way 
of  Atlanta,  or  they  can  be  sent  by  boat  directly 
to  this  place  from  Darien. 

I  sball  be  able  to  get  forage,  bread,  and  meat 
from  south-western  Georgia,  the  railroad  from 
Atlanta  to  Dalton'  or  Cleveland  cannot  be 
repaired  in  three  months. 

I  have  arranged  to  send  an  officer  at  once, 
via  Eufala,  to  General  Canby,  with  a  copy  of 
your  despatch.  General  Cobb  will  also  notify 
General  Taylor  of  the  armistice.  I  have  about 
three  thousand  (3,000)  prisoners  of  war,  in- 
dudiiig  Generals  Cobb,  Smith,  Mackall,  Mercer, 
and  Robertson.  Can't  you  arrange  with  Gene- 
nl  Johnston  for  their  immediate  release  ?  Please 
answer  at  once.  I  shall  start  a  staff  officer  to 
you  to-morrow. 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  Mc^or-Goneral. 

[By  telegraph.] 

BMAsqpjAxrMBB  Cataxjct  Corps,  11  D.  M.,  \ 
UMxntf  Ga.  ,  i^pril23, 1865.     / 

Minor-General   W.  T.  Sherman^  commandina 

MQUary  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Raleign, 

North  Carolina: 

In  compliance  with  instructions  by  telegraph 
tiirough  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  to  your  headquarters.  Captain 
L  M.  Hosea,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry  and  Acting 
Aide-de-camp  of  my  staff.  I  have  conferred  fully 
irith  him  in  regard  to  the  status  of  affairs  here 
imder  the  armistice  ;  he  can,  therefore,  givejrou 
^  necessafy  information. 

I  have  also  sent  you  several  communications 
through  the  telegraph,  but  have  received  no 
notice  of  their  having  reached  you.  Be  good 
enough  to  send  me  definite  instructions  for  my 
future  government,  and  make  the  neces- 
^  arrangements  for  forwarding  to  us  sup- 
plies of  smali  stores  and  clothing.  I  have 
directed  Captain  Hosea  to  see  my  chief  quarter- 
ttaater  and  commissary  before  returning,  and 
give  them  such  instructions  after  conference 
with  you  as  may  be  necessary. 

Imd,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  Wilson, 

Brevet  Mis|or-Generftl. 


[Teleffrun  In  Cipher.] 

HiADQUiiXTSM  Cavalst  Corps,  M.  D.  IL,  1 
llAOOir,  GiOMiu,  AprU  £8, 1866.     f 

Major-General  W,  T.  Sherman,  Raieighy  North 
Carolina: 

An  officer  under  flag  of  truce  from  Columbus 
reports  that  Canby  has  captured  Spanish  fort 
and  Mobile,  with  the  garrison  of  the  fort  Sel- 
ma  and  Montgomery  were  occupied  a  few  days 
ago  by  our  troops.  Forrest  and  a  part  of  ^e 
garrison  of  Mobile  have  retreated  into  Missis- 
sippi 

(Signed)  J.  S.  Wilson, 

Brevet  Miyjor-General. 
Official: 

Brevet  Major-GreneraL 

[T^egram.] 

HiAOQUAinrEBS  Cavjojet  Corfs,  IL  D.  M.,  \ 
Maooh,  Gtobou,  AprU  29, 1865.     / 

To  General  Grant  or  Greneral  Thomas  : 

Creneral  Sherman  has  directed  me  to  open  a 
supply  line  for  my  command  by  the  way  of  Dal- 
ton and  Atlanta.  It  will  require  days  to  repair 
the  road.  There  are  but  few  materials  and 
means  for  that  purpose  to  be  had  at  this  end 
of  the  line ;  please  give  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  have  the  work  begun  at  Dalton  and 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  At- 
lanta. I  am  making  arrangements  to  have 
everything  done  from  this  end  that  our  means 
will  permit 

General  Cobb  has  turned  over  all  the  Confed- 
erate supplies  under  his  control  on  the  S.  W. 
Railroad,  and  done  all  in  his  power  to  assist  us 
in  buying  from  the  people,  but  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  forage  to 
last  Hll  the  new  crop  is  ready  for  use. 

We  shall  soon  begin  to  neefi  smaU  stores  and 
clothing ;  they  might  be  sent  from  Savannah  to 
Augusta,  or  up  the  Altamaha  and  Ocmiilgee  to 
Buzzard  Roost 

Both  State  and  Confederate  authorities  seem 
anxious  to  give  me  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power.  The  people  are  well  disposed  and  anx- 
ious for  peace.  By  an  arrangement  with  Gen- 
eral Cobb  I  have  paroled  all  of  the  prisoners 
captured  in  Georgia,  besides  the  remnant  of 
those  brought  from  Alabama. 

K  Croxton's  brigade  were  moved  to  Dalton 
it  could  protect  the  raihoad  repairs  in  that 
quarter  in  case  guard  should  become  necessary. 
There  is  enough  C.  S.  A.  cotton  in  store  here  to 
pay  for  opening  the  road.* 

J.  H.  Wilson, 
Brevet  MiOor-tieQenl. 

[Telogram] 

HlADQTlBTIM  GaTALST  CORFB,  M.  D.  M.,  \ 

Uaoom,  Giobgu,  April  29, 1866.     j 

Lieittenant'General  Grant  and  Major-General 

Thomas  : 

Since  writing  my  last  telegram  General  Crox- 
ton  has  joined  me  with  his  command  in  fine  con- 

•  About  five  bnndred  bales  of  C.  S.  A.,  flf^  thoosand  balei 
private,  in  warebouse. 
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dition.  After  burning  Tuscaloosa,  capturing 
three  (3)  guns  and  a  number  of  [trisoners,  he 
moved  toward  Columbus,  fought  Wirt  Adams 
near  Eutaw ;  moved  thence  to  Hanby's  mill,  on 
Black  Warrior,  crossed  Coosa  near  Talladega, 
fought  and  dispersed  Hill's  forces  between  there 
and  Blue  Mountain,  burned  several  factories  and 
iron  works,*  and  then  marched  via  Carrolton, 
Newuan,  and  Zebulon  to  this  place.  General 
Croxton  deserves  great  credit,  and  should  be 
brevetted. 

J.  H.  WiLPOK, 
Brevet  lIcOor-6<menJ. 

[Telegram  In  Qpber.] 

HBAOQUjiBflKS  C&TALKT  CoSPB.  11  D.  M. ,  1 

Uaoos,  Ga.,  AprU  80, 1866.     / 

Mojor-Qeneral  W.  T.  Sherman^  RciUigh^  North 

Carolina : 

Since  my  telegram  of  to-day.  I  have  received 
a  despatch  from  General  Steedmnn,  Chattanooga, 
April  25th,  through  Generals  Judah,  Woflford, 
and  Cobb,  notifying  me  that  the  Government 
had  refused  to  endorse  your  action  in  arranging 
an  armistice  with  General  Johnston,  and  declar- 
ing the  resumption  of  hostilities.  As  the  date 
of  this  despatch  is  prior  to  your  last,  I  shall 
disregard  it  till  further  orders  from  you ;  please 
send  me  instructions  at  once.  To  begin  hostili- 
ties again  in  this  Department  would  be  produc- 
tive of  great  detriment  to  a  final  settlement. 
J.  H.  Wilson, 
Brevet  Ms^or-OeaeraL 

[Telegram.] 
Hkadquistbbs  Cataist  Omp?,  M.  P.  M.. 


SBS  Cavatbt  Corp?,  M.  P.  M..  \ 
Maooh,  6a.  ,  April  80. 1865.     / 


Major-Qeneral  W.  T.  Sherman,  Eakigh,  Norih 

Varolina : 

The  telegram  announcing  the  convention  be- 
tween yourself  and  General  Johnston  is  just 
received. 

I  shall  send  Brevet  Mdjor-General  Upton  to 
Atlanta  and  Augusta  to-morrow— and  General 
McCook  to  Tallahassee — ^for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  your  instructions.  An  officer  will 
start  immediately  to  (Jeneral  Canby,  to  apprise 
him  of  what  has  transpired.  He  will  carry 
copies  of  the  despatches. 

J.  H.  Wilson, 
Brevet  ll^or-OoneraL 

GltXB.X8B0ItO,  30. 

His  Excellency  Chvemor  J.  K  Brown: 

The  disaster  in  Virginia — the  capture  by  the 
enemy  of  all  our  workshops  for  the  preparation 
of  ammunition  and  repairing  arms ;  the  impossi- 
bility of  recruiting  our  little  army — opposed  by 
more  than  ten  times  its  number— of  supplying 
its  wants,  except  by  robbing  our  own  citizens, 
destroyed  all  hopes  of  successful  war.  I  have 
therefore  made  a  military  convention  with  Gen- 
eral 8herman  to  terminate  hostilities  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Creorgia,  and  Florida.    I 

*  There  are  no  Iron  W9rkB  or  fhctories  left  in  Georgia  or 


made  this  convention  to  spare  the  blood  of  the 
gallant  little  army  committed  to  me,  to  prevent 
hirtiier  suffering  of  our  people  by  the  devagti- 
tion  and  ruig  inevitable  from  the  marches  of  in- 
vading armies,  and  to  avoid  the  crime  of  wantoa. 
hopeless  war. 

J.  £.  JOHXSTOSC 

Official: 

J.  fl.  Wilson, 

Brevet  IbOor-GeoeraL 


HsADQUABtts  Gavaibt  OoBTe,  M .  B.  1L,\ 
ltA0(Hi,GA.,Ka7  3,lS6Si    f 

General — Colonel  Woodhall,  of  General  Jo- 
dah's  command,  delivered  to  me  yesterday  an 
official  copy  of  your  despateh  of  April  26,  m 
regara  to  the  resumption  of  hostilities,  and  the 
terms  of  capitulation  which  I  might  offer  to  the 
commanding  General  of  the  rebel  forctt  in 
Georgia,  Alabama,  or  MississippL  I  ako  re- 
ceived, yesterday,  your  despatoh  of  12  m.,  April 
27,  in  regard  to  military  operations  and  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  rebel  chiefs. 

General  i^erman  had  also  sent  scouts  to  dm 
with  the  information  tiiat  his  action  in  arrai^- 
ing  the  armistice  with  General  Johnston  hai 
been  disapproved,  and  orders  to  resume  hostili- 
ties ;  but  prior  te  all  of  tiieae,  I  received  throorii 
telegraph  his  order  of  April  27,  dedaring  we 
capitulation  of  all  the  rebel  troops  east  of  the 
Chattahoochie,  and  directing  me  to  cany  out 
terms  of  his  convention  with  General  Johnatiro, 
as  they  are  the  same  as  those  you  authorize  n» 
to  offer,  there  being  no  resistance  whatever  to 
them  upon  the  part  of  any  rebel  forces  in  this 
State  or  Florida,  and  no  forces  able  to  offer  a^^ 
cessfal  resistance.  I  do  not  suppose  it  to  be  the 
wish  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  I  shall  disre- 
gard them. 

In  view  of  ^ese  &cts  I  have  designated 
Brevet  Major-General  Upton  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  me  garrisons  at  Atlanta  and  Augusta; 
he  left  here  for  that  purpose  on  the  first  instant, 
and  reached  Augusta  this  morning.  I  am  ex- 
pecting to  hear  from  him  every  moment  by 
telegraph. 

I  nave  sent  Majors  Williams,  and  McBomeT. 
of  my  staff,  to  Milledgeville,  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  the  troops  there,  and  to  direct  tiw 
transportation  of  the  Confederate  stores  to  tbe 
place.  I  have  also  demanded  of^  Governor 
Brown,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Georgia  mi- 
litia, the  surrender  of  his  troops  and  the  mititaiy 
stores  pertaining  to  them. 

He  is  to  meet  me  in  person  at  this  place  to- 
morrow afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  arrangiog 
the  details  of  the  capitulation. 

I  have  already  conferred  with  General  H.  C. 
Wayne,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  who 
assures  me  that  the  terms  prescribed  wiObe 
carried  into  effect 

General  McCook  will  start  to-morrow  with  a 
small  force  to  TaUahassee,  Florida,  to  receive  tb« 
surrender  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Sam  Jones  in  that  district 

As  you  doubtless  know,  General  Cobb  sor- 
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rendered  this  place,  with  its  garrison,  to  me  on 
tiie  20th  of  April,  immediately  after  the  appear- 
ance of  my  advance  before  it  Since  then  he 
has  put  my  ofBcers  in  possession  of  all  the  Con- 
federate supplies  within  our  reach  by  rail,  in 
central  ana  sonth-westem  Georgia.  I  can 
supply  the  command  with  bread  and  meat  for 
sixty  days,  and  forage  for  the  same  period,  but 
most  have  funds  at  once.  After  the  expiration 
of  that  time  if  troops  are  retained  here,  supplies 
most  be  sent  to  ns  from  the  North.  I  fear  that 
great  suffering  wfll  be  inflicted  upon  some  dis- 
tricts,  even  tlien,  as  it  will  require  all  the  sup- 
plies DOW  in  the  State  to  feed  the  people  till  the 
Dew  crops  can  be  used. 

1  have  paroled  the  prisoners  captured  by  my 
command  since  leaving  the  Tennessee  river, 
nearly  six  thousand  in  aJl,  including  those  taken 
at  this  place.  They  have  been  deprived  of  their 
anna,  and  are  going  to  their  homes  in  all  direc- 
tions. 

The  men  belonging  to  Lee's  army  have  been 
passing  at  the  rate  of  nearly  a  thousand  a  day 
tor  the  past  week.  Those  surrendered  by  John- 
ston have  begun  to  arrive. 

Ihad  also  taken  precautionary  measures  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  Jeff"  Davis,  by  sending 
scouts  and  detectives  to  watch  the  line  of  the 
Savannah  river,  and  the,  roads  leading  through 
north  Georgia.  I  have  ordered  troops  to  At- 
lanta and  Newnan,  to  care  for  Uie  public  prop- 
erty, and  effectually  watch  and  guard  the 
country  to  the  north  and  eastward,  connecting 
with  General  Judah's  troops.  I  had  also  re- 
quested Ckneral  Grierson,  who  arrived  at  Eu- 
fiula  the  day  before  yesterday,  to  move  by  the 
way  of  Union  Springs,  Tuskegee,  Montgomery, 
and  Selma,  towards  Mississippi  He  will  send 
forward  to  put  all  the  troops  in  central  Alabama 
on  the  alert  Mr.  Davis  cannot  possibly  get 
through  the  country  with  wagons  and  a  large 
escort,  but  it  will  be  quite  difficult  to  apprehend 
him  if  he  attempt  it  well  mounted  with  one  or 
two  attendants.  I  have  already  heard  rumors, 
hut  which  I  can  trace  to  no  reliable  source,  that 
he  went  through  this  State  between  Atlanta 
and  Marietta,  five  or  six  days  ago. 

As  soon  as  I  hear  from  General  Upton  I  shall 
increase  the  force  now  on  the  way  to  Atlanta, 
60  as  to  make  it  sufficient  to  meet  all  contingen- 
cies. Colonel  WoodhaU,  by  whom  I  send  this, 
will  explain  mora  fully  the  condition  of  af^irs 
in  this  section.  I  also  send  by  him  a  summary 
of  our  operations,  and  copies  of  the  original 
despatches,  sent  to  you  from  time  to  time  during 
the  campaign. 

As  a  matter  of  protection  to  the  command,  I 
have  organized,  armed,  and  equipped  three  full 
regiments  of  colored  infantry  since  the  capture 
of  Selma.  The  men  have  all  been  carefulfy  ex- 
amined by  medical  officers.  They  cannot  be 
excelled  for  physical  qualities,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  surgeons,  and  as  abundantly  proved 
oy  the  fact  that  they  have  marched  upon  several 
occasions  thirty-five  miles  per  day. 

What  shall  I  do  with  them  !    If  durected  to 


perfect  their  organization  and  discipline  I  can 
make  them  extremely  useful,  as  train  guards,- 
garrison,  &c.  Please  send  me  the  necessary 
authority,  if  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  call  into  service  any  new  regiments  of  this 
sort.  If  they  are  to  be  disbanded  they  can  be 
used  in  repairing  the  Cha^nooga  and  Atlanta 
Railroad. 

In  order  to  obtain  small  stores  and  clothing, 
I  have  sent  a  steamboat  down  the  Ocmulgee 
and  Altamaha  to  Darien  and  Savannah.  It  will 
require  about  ten  days  for  the  round  trip.  I 
think  I  can  supply  everything  that  we  may  need 
in  that  way  till  the  railroad  is  opened. 

My  command  is  splendidly  mounted,  in  most 
admirable  discipline,  and  in  every  way  ready 
for  any  service  that  may  be  assigned  it  It  has 
aided  our  cause  as  much  by  the  influence  of  its 
discipline  and  good  behavior  as  by  its  gallantry 
and  endurance. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  say  before  closing 
this  letter  that  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
is  accepted  throughout  Alabama  and  (Georgia, 
as  far  as  I  can  learn,  by  all  classes  with  becom- 
ing resignation,  and  in  the  hope  that  they  will 
soon  enjov  the  privileges  of  peace,  commerce, 
and  good  W.  I  am  told  by  men  of  good  judg- 
ment and  unquestioned  loyalty,  that  seven- 
eighths  of  the  people  are  ready  ana  anxious  for  a 
return  to  their  duties  as  citizens,  without  slav- 
ery, and  under  the  kiws  of  the  land,  whatever 
they  may  be.  They  express  some  anxiety  in 
regard  to  confiscation  and  sweeping  proscrip- 
tions, but  seem  to  have  confidence  in  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  Government.  As  a  matter  of 
courae,  fronrmy  position  men  of  influence  have 
inquired  my  views  in  regard  to  the  civil  and 
political  matters.  While  I  have  endeavored  as 
much  as  possible  to  avoid  such  questions,  de- 
claring that  I  could  not  speak  officially,  I  have 
not  hesitated  to  urge  the  civil  officers  of  the 
peace  to  exert  all  of  their  powere  in  preserving 
good  order  throughout  the  community,  by  re- 
questing the  good  citizens  to  resume  their  usual 
avocations,  and  compelling  marauders  and  vag- 
abonds to  respect  the  new  condition  of  affairs. 

1  have  discountenanced  every  thing  like  politi- 
cal meetings  and  discussions,  and  counselled  the 
people  to  defer  aU  political  action  till  the  excite- 
ment of  the  recent  events  has  abated.  I  do  not 
think  a  Legislature  of  State  officers  composed 
of  men  elected  for  their  avowed  hostility  to  the 
Union  should  be  permitted  at  this  time  to  exer- 
cise a  controlling  influence  in  determining  the 
future  conduct  of  the  State.  I  shall,  therefore, 
forbid  any  session  of  the  Legislature,  or  the  As-, 
sembly  of  any  State  or  county  convention,  under 
such  auspices  as  those  to  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, until  the  proper  authority  shall  have 
been  obtained  from  Washington,  or  till  I  shall 
have  received  definite  instructions  covering 
such  matters.  I  am  sure  that  when  the  soreness 
necessarily  felt  at  defeat  has  been  allayed,  and 
the  people  have  had  time  to  think  dispassion- 
ately, Hiere  will  be  no  difficulty  in  re-establish- 
ing the  relations  of  this  State  and  Alabama  with 
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the  balance  of  the  country  upon  whatever  jost 
and  equitable  basis  the  Government  may  desig- 
nate. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

J.  H.  Wn^oN, 

Brevet  Ifi^or-Genenl. 
Major-General  GEORSb  H.  Thobcas, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Comberhmd, 

Nafiliville,  Tennessee. 


DoallT. 
THE  SHENANDOAH  CAMPAIGN. 

MAJOB-GENERAL  SHERIDAN'S  REPOBT. 

HZADQ171SIXR8  MlUTART  DiVlciOS  OF  IHB  GUV,  ) 

Ngw  OxuAXB,  February  S,  I860,     j 

Brevet  Maior-Oenercd  J,  A.  Eawlins,  Chief  of 

/S3taf  ,  Washington,  D.  G, 

General — I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  cunpaign  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  commencing  August  fomrth, 
1864. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  of  August  I  was 
relieved  from  the  command  of  the  cavalry  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  take  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  and,  on  arriving 
at  Washington  on  the  fourth  instant.  I  received 
directions  from  Major-General  H.  W*  Halleck, 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Monocacy  Junction,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad,  and  report  in  person  to  the  Lieutenant- 
General.  At  Monocacy  the  Lieutenant-General 
turned  over  to  me  the  instructions  which  he  had 
previously  given  to  Major-General  Hunter, 
commanding  the  Department  of  West  Virginia, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  attached. 

The  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  at  this  time 
consisted  of  the  Sixth  corps,  very  much  reduced 
in  numbers,  pne  division  of  the  Nineteenth 
corps,  two  small  infantry  divisions  under  com- 
mand of  General  Crook,  afterwards  desi^ated 
as  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  a  small  division 
of  cavalry  under  General  Averell,  which  was  at 
that  time  in  pursuit  of  General  McC^usland, 
near  Moorefield,  McCausland  having  made  a 
raid  into  Pennsylvania  and  burned  the  town  of 
Chambersburg ;  tliere  was  also  one  small 
division  of  cavalry,  then  arriving  at  Washing- 
ton, from  my  old  corps. 

The  infantry  portion  of  these  troops  had 
been  lying  in  bivouac  in  the  vicinity  of  Mono- 
cacy Junction  and  Frederick  City,  but  had  been 
ordered  to  march  the  day  I  reported,  with 
directions  to  concentrate  at  Halltown,  four  miles 
in  front  of  Harper's  Ferry.  After  my  interview 
with  the  Lieutenant-Genera],  I  hastened  to  Har- 
per's Ferry  to  make  preparations  for  an  imme- 
diate advance  against  the  enemy,  who  then  oc- 
cupied Martinsburg,  WUliamsport,  and  Shop- 
ardstown,  sending  occasional  raiding  jparties  as 
far  as  Hagerstown.  The  concentration  of  my 
command  at  Halltown  alarmed  the  enemy,  and 
caused  him  to  concentrate  at  or  near  Martins- 
burg, drawing  in  all  his  parties  from  the  north 


side  of  the  Potomac.  The  indicaiiooB  wen 
that  he  had  intended  another  raid  into  Mary- 
land, prompted  perhaps  by  the  slight  8iiociee« 
he  had  gained  over  General  Cro<ik*8  oomnnnd 
at  Kemstown,  a  short  time  before.  The  city 
of  Martinsburg,  at  whict  the  enemy  conc«i- 
trated,  is  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  riifa-oed,  at 
the  northern  terminus  of  tiie  valley  pike,  t 
broad  macadamized  road  running  up  thevaDej, 
through  Winchester,  and  termi^tiog  at  StaiiT)- 
ton.  llie  Shenandoah  valley  is  a  contimntioQ 
of  the  Cumberland  valley,  south  of  the  Potomac, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Blue  Riike, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  eastern  slope  of  me 
AUegbany  mountains,  the  general  direction  of 
these  chains  being  south-west 

Hie  valley  at  Martinsbiiii|  m  about  sixty 
miles  broad,  at  Winchester  forty  to  forty-five, 
and  at  Strasbui^  twenty-five  to  thirfy  miles, 
where  an  isolated  chain,  called  Massanutren 
mountain,  rises  up  running  parallel  to  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  terminates  at  Harrisonburg;  here 
the  valley  again  opens  out  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
broad.  This  isolated  chain  divides  ^valky, 
for  its  continuance,  into  two  valleys,  the  one 
next  the  Blue  Ridge  beine  called  the  Lurey  ral- 
ley,  the  one  west  of  it  tibe  Strasbnig  or  main 
valley.  The  Blue  Ridge  has  many  p&seea 
through  it  called  gaps,  Sie  principal  ones  and 
those  which  have  good  wagon  roads,  are 
Snicker's  Ashby's,  Manassas,  Chester,  Th(m>Qgb- 
fare.  Swift  Rim,  Brown's,  Rock-fish,  and  two  or 
three  others  from  the  latter  one  up  to  Lyndi- 
burg.  Many  have  macadamized  roads  throngb 
them,  and,  indeed,  are  not  gaps,  but  small  v^ 
leys  through  the  main  chain.  The  general 
bearing  of  m  these  roads  is  towards  Gordons- 
viUe,  and  are  excellent  for  troops  to  move  upon 
from  that  point  into  the  vaUey ;  in  fiw^  tiie 
Blue  Ridge  can  be  crossed  almost  anywhere  by 
infantry  or  cavalry. 

The  valley  itself  was  rich  in  grain,  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  fruit,  and  was  in  such  a  pros- 
perous condition  that  the  rebel  army  could 
march  down  and  up  it,  billeting  on  die  in- 
habitants. Such,  in  brief,  is  the  outline,  and 
was  the  condition  of  the  Shenandoah  valley 
when  I  entered  it  August  fourth,  1864. 

Great  exertions  were  made  to  get  the  troops 
in  readiness  for  an  advance,  and  on  the  morning 
of  August  tenth.  General  Torberf  s  division  of 
cavalry  having  joined  me  frcftn  Washington,  a 
for^^krd  movement  was  commenced.  Thefaie- 
my.  while  we  were  making  our  preparationa, 
took  position  at  Bunker  Hill  and  vicinity, 
twelve  miles  south  of  Martinsburg,  fre^nendy 
pushing  his  scouting  parties  tiirougfa  SmithfieH 
and  up  to  Charlestown.  Torbert  was  ordered 
to  move  on  the  Berryville  pike^through  Beny- 
viUe,  and  go  into  position  near  White  Poat;  the 
Sixth  corps  moved  Ha  the  Charleston  and  Snm^ 
mit  Point  road  to  Clifton  ;  the  Nineteenth  corpe 
moved  on  the  Berryville  pike,  to  the  left  of  tbc 
position  of  the  Sixfli  corps  at  Clifton ;  Gened 
Crook's  command  via  Kabletown,to  the  vicinity 
of  Berryville,  coming  into  position  on  the  left  of 
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tbe  Nineteenth  corps ;  and  Colonel  Lowell,  with 
two  small  regiments  of  cavalry,  was  ordered  to 
Summit  Point ;  so  that  on  the  ni^bt  of  August 
tenth,  the  army  occupied  a  position  stretching 
from  Qiftoii  to  Berryville,  with  cavalry  at 
White  Poet  and  Summit  Point  The  enemy 
moved  from  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill,  stretching 
his  line  from  where  the  Winchester  and  Poto- 
mac railroad  crosses  Opequan  creek,  to  where 
the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  crosses  the 
6ame  stream,  occupying  the  west  bank.  On 
the  morning  of  Auguert  eleventh,  the  Sixth 
corps  was  ordered  to  move  from  Clifton  across 
the  country  to  where  the  Berryville  pike 
crosses  Opequan  creek,  carry  i^e  crossing,  and 
hold  it;  the  Nineteenth  corps  was  directed  to 
move  ^ough  Berryville,  on  the  White  Post 
road,  for  one  mile,  file  to  the  right  by  heads  of 
regiments,  at  deploying  distances,  and  carry 
and  hold  the  crossing  of  Opequan  creek  at  a 
ford  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  left 
of  the  Sixth  corps;  Crook's  command  was 
ordered  to  move  out  on  the  White  Post  road, 
one  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Berryville,  file  to 
the  right  and  secure  the  crossing  of  Opequan 
creek  at  a  ford  about  one  mile  to  the  left  of  the 
Nineteenth  corps ;  Torbert  was  directed  to 
move  with  Merritt's  division  of  cavalry  up  the 
Millwood  pike  towards  Winchester,  attack'  any 
force  he  might  find,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain 
the  movemento  of  the  rebel  army.  Lowell  was 
ordered  to  close  in  from  Summit  Point  on  the 
right  of  the  Sixth  corps. 

My  intention  in  seciuring  these  fords  was  to 
march  on  Winchester,  at  which  point,  from  all 
my  information  on  the  tenth,  I  thought  the  en- 
emy would  make  a  stand.  In  this  I  was  mis- 
taken, as  the  results  of  Torbert's  reconnoissance 
proved.  Merritt  found  the  enemy's  cavalry 
covering  the  Millwood  pike  west  of  the  Ope- 
quan, and,  attacking  it,  drove  it  in  the  direction 
of  Kemstown,  and  discovered  the  enemy  re- 
treating up  the  valley  pike. 

As  soon  as  this  information  was  obtained, 
Torbert  was  ordered  to  move  quickly,  via  the 
toll  gate  on  the  Front  Royal  pike,  to  Newtown, 
to  strike  the  enemy's  flank,  and  harass  him  in 
his  retreat,  and  Lowell  to  follow  up  through 
Winchester.  Crook  was  turned  to  the  left  and 
ordered  to  Stony  Point,  or  Nineveh,  while  Emory 
and  Wright  were  marched  to  the  left,  and  went 
into  camp  between  the  Millwood  and  Front 
Royal  pikes,  Crook  encamping  at  Strong  Point. 
Torbert  met  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  the 
toll  gate  on  the  Front  Boyal  pike,  drove  it  in  the 
direction  of  Newtown,  ana  behind  Gordon's 
division  of  infantry,  which  had  been  thrown  out 
from  Newtown  to  co\cer  the  flank  of  the  main 
cohmn  in  its  retreat,  and  which  had  put  itself 
behind  rail  barricades.  A  portion  of  Merritt's 
cayaliy  attacked  this  infantry,  and  drove  in  its 
skirmish  line,  and  although  unable  to  dislodee 
the  division,  held  all  the  ground  gained.  Tne 
rebel  division  during  the  night  moved  off. 
Next  day  Crook  moved  from  Stony  Point  to 
Cedar    creek,  Emory   followed;    the   cavalry 


moved  to  the  same  point,  via  Newtown  and  the 
valley  pike,  and  the  Sixth  corps  followed  the 
cavairy.  On  the  night  of  the  twelfth,  Crook 
was  in  position  at  Cedar  creek,  on  the  left  of 
the  valley  pike,  Emory  on  the  right  of  the  pike, 
the  Sixth  corps  on  the  right  of  Emory,  and  the 
cavaky  on  the  right  and  left  flanks.  A  heavy 
skumish  line  was  thrown  to  the  heighte  on  the 
south  side  of  Cedar  creek,  which  bad  brisk  skir- 
mishing durine  the  evening  with  the  enemy's 
pickete;  his  (Uie  enemy's)  main  force  occupy- 
ing the  heights  above  and  north  of  Strasburg. 
On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  the  cavalry 
was  (ordered  on  a  reconnoissance  towards  Stras- 
burg, on  the  middle  road,  which  road  is  two 
and  a  half  miles  to  the  west  of  the  main  ^ike. 

Keporte  of  a  column  of  the  enemy  movmg  up 
from  Culpepper  Court-house,  and  approaching 
Front  Royal  through  Chester  gap,  having  been 
received,  caused  me  much  anxiety,  as  any  con- 
siderable force  advanced  through  Front  Royal, 
and  down  the  F.  R.  and  W.  pike  toward  Win- 
chester, could  be  thrown  in  my  rear,  or,  in  case 
of  my  driving  the  enemy  to  Fisher's  hill,  and 
taking  position  in  his  front,  this  same  force 
could  be  moved  along  the  base  of  Massanutten 
mountain  on  the  road  to  Strasburg,  with  the 
same  result. 

As  my  effective  line  of  battle  strength  at  this 
time  was  about  eighteen  thousand  infantry,  and 
thirty-five  hundred  cavalry,  I  remained  quiet 
during  the  day — except  the  activity  on  the  skir- 
mish une — ^to  await  further  developments.  In 
the  evening  the  enemy  retired  with  his  main 
force  to  Fisher's  hiU.  As  the  rumors  of  an  ad- 
vancing force  from  the  direction  of  Culpepper 
kept  increasing,  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth I  sent  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  Front 
Royal,  to  ascertain  definitely,  if  possible,  the 
truth  of  such  reporte,  and  at  the  same  time 
crossed  the  Sixth  corps  to  the  south  side  of 
Cedar  creek  and  occupied  the  heights  above 
Strasburg.  Considerable  picket  firing  ensued. 
During  me  day  I  received  from  Colonel  Chip- 
man,  of  ^e  Adjutant-Oeneral's  office,  the  follow- 
ing despatoh,  he  having  ridden  with  great  haste 
from  Washington  through  Snicker's  ^p,  es- 
corted by  a  regiment  of  cavabry,  to  deliver  the 
same.  It  at  once  explained  the  movement  from 
Culpepper,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
the  remaining  two  brigades  of  Merritt's  division 
of  cavalry  were  ordered  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Shenandoah  river  near  Front  Royal,  and  the 
Sixth  corps  withdrawn  to  the  north  side  of 
Cedar  creek,  holding  at  Strasburg  a  strong  skir- 
mish line. 

(By  ToIegnm>h,  rooeived  in  Olphor.) 

Got  Paorr,  August  12, 1961, 0  a.  x. 

Major- Oenercd  HaUeck: 

Inform  General  Sheridan  that  it  is  now  certain 
two  divisions  of  infantry  have  gone  to  Early, 
and  some  cavalry  and  twenty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. This  movement  comradnoed  last  Satur- 
day night ;  he  must  be  cautious,  and  act  now 
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on  the  defensive  nntil  movements  here  force 
them  to  this — to  send  this  way. 

Early's  force,  with  this  increase,  cannot  ex- 
ceed forty  thousand  men,  but  this  is  too  much 
for  General  Sheridan  to  attack.  Send  (General 
Sheridan  the  remaining  brigade  of  the  Nine- 
teenth corps. 

I  have  ordered  to  Washington  all  the  one 
hundred  day  men.  Their  time  will  soon  be  out, 
but,  for  ihe  present,  they  will  do  to  serve  61  the 
defense. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

LieatoQaot-GeneraL 

The  receipt  of  this  despatch  was  very  impor- 
tant to  me,  as  I  possibly  would  have  remained 
in  uncertainty  as  to  the  character  of  the  force 
coming  in  on  my  flank  and  rear,  until  it  attacked 
the  cavalry,  as  it  did  on  the  sixteenth. 

I  at  once  looked  over  the  map  of  the  valley 
for  a  defensive  line  (that  is,  where  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  troops  could  hold  a  greater  number)  and 
could  see  but  one  such.  I  refer  to  that  at  Hall- 
town,  in  front  of  Harper's  Ferry.  Subsequent 
experience  has  convinced  me  that  no  other  re- 
ally defensive  line  exists  in  the  Shenando^ 
valley.  I  therefore  determined  to  move  back  to 
Halltown,  carry  out  my  instructions  to  destroy 
forage  and  subsistence,  and  increase  my  strength 
by  Grover's  division  of  the  Nineteenth  corps, 
and  Wilson's  division  of  cavalry,  both  of  which 
were  marching  to  ioin  me,  via  Snicker's  gap. 
Emorjr  was  ordered  to  move  to  Winchester  on 
the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  and,  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth,  the  Sixth  corps  and  Crook's  com- 
mand were  ordered  to  Clifton,  via  Winchester. 
In  the  movement  to  the  rear  to  Halltown,  the 
following  orders  were  given  to  the  cavalry  and 
were  executed : 

HBAOQUAaTEm  ISmmM  Hiutart  Dimoy,  \ 
Cedar  C&m,  Vx,  August  1«,  1864.  J 

To  Brigadier-General  A.  T,  A,  Torhert,  Chiqf 
of  Cavalry,  Middle  MUHary  Divieimi. 
GKNERAL-^In  compliance  with  instructions  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding,  you  will 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  the  destruction  of  the 
wheat  and  hay  south  of  a  line  from  Millwood 
to  Winchester,  and  Petticoat  gap.  You  will 
seize  aU  mules,  horses,  and  cattle  that  may  be 
useful  to  our  army.  Loyal  citizens  can  bring  in 
their  claims  against  the  Government  for  this  ne- 
cessary destruction. 

No  houses  will  be  burned,  and  officers  in 
charge  of  this  delicate  but  necessary  duty  must 
inform  the  people  that  tlie  object  is  to  make 
this  valley  untenable  for  the  raiding  parties  of 
the  rebel  army. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Ifojor-Geoena  OomTnan  ling. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  sixteenth  I  moved 
my  headquarters  back  to  Winchester ;  while 
moving  back  (at  Newtown)  I  heard  cannonad- 
ing at  or  near  Front  Royal,  and  on  reaching 


Winchester,  Merritt's  couriers  b.-onght  de- 
spatches from  him,  stating  that  he  had  been  at- 
tacked at  the  crossing  of  the  Shenandoah  by 
Kershaw's  division  of  Longstreet'e  corps,  and 
two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  that  he  had 
handsomely  repulsed  the  attack,  capturing  two 
battle  fla^s  and  three  himdred  prisoners.  Dur- 
ing the  hieht  of  the  sixteenth,  and  early  on  the 
morning  or  the  seventeenth,  Emory  moved  from 
Winchester  to  BerryviUe,  and,  on  the  momioe 
of  the  seventeenth.  Crook  and  Wright  reached 
Winchester  and  resumed  the  march  toward 
Clifton  ;  Wright,  who  had  the  rear  guard,  get- 
ting only  as  far  as  the  BerryviUe  crossing  of 
the  Opequan,  where  he  was  ordered  to  remain ; 
Crook  getting  to  the  vicinity  of  BerryviUe. 
Lowell  reached  Winchester  with  his  two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seven- 
teenth, where  he  was  joined  by  General  Wilson's 
division  of  cavalry.  Merritt,  after  his  handsome 
engagement  near  Front  Royal,  was  ordered  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  White  Post,  and  General  Gro- 
ver's  division  joined  Emory  at  BerryviUe.  The 
enemy  having  a  signal  station  on  Three-ton 
mountain,  almost  overhanging  Strasburg,  ana 
from  which  every  movement  inade  by  our  troops 
could  be  seen,  was  notified  early  in  the  momiD€ 
of  the  seventeenth  as  to  this  condition  of  af 
fairs,  and  without  delay  followed  after  us,  get- 
ting into  Winchester  about  sundown,  and  dnT- 
ing  out  General  Torbert,  who  was  left  there  with 
Wilson  and  LoweU,  and  the  Jersey  brkade  of 
the  Sixth  corps.  Wilson  and  Lowell  fell  back 
to  Summit  Point,  and  the  Jersey  brigade  joined 
its  corps  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequan.  Ker- 
shaw's division,  and  two  brigades  of  Fitz  Lee's 
cavalry  division,  which  was  the  force  at  Front 
Royal,  joined  Early  at  Winchester,  I  think,  on 
the  evening  of  the  seventeenth. 

On  the  eighteenth  tJie  Sixth  corps  moved, 
via  Clifton,  to  Flowing  Spring,  two  miles  aad  a 
half  west  of  Charlestown,  on  the  SmithfieM 
pike ;  Emory  about  two  miles  and  a  half  south 
of  Cbarlestown,  on  the  BerryviUe  pike ;  Merritt 
came  back  to  BerryviUe;  Wilson  remained  at 
Summit  Point,  covering  the  crossing  of  Opequan 
creek  as  far  north  as  the  bridge  at  Smithfield; 
Merritt  covering  the  crossing  of  the  BerryviUe 
pike ;  Crook  remained  near  CUfton,  and  the  next 
day  moved  to  the  left  of  Emory.  This  posi- 
tion was  maintained  untU  the  twenty-first, 
when  the  enemy  moved  a  heavy  force  across 
the  Opequan  at  the  bridge  at  Smithfield,  drivii^ 
in  the  cavalry  pickets  which  feU  back  toSom- 
mit  Point,  and  advanced  rapidly  on  the  position 
of  the  Sixth  corps,  near  Flowing  Springs,  when 
a  very  sharp  and  obstinate  skirmish  took  pkce 
with  the  heavy  picket  line  of  that  corps,  rcjsult- 
ing  very  much  in  its  favor.  The  enemy  ap- 
peared to  have  thought  that  I  had  taken  posi- 
tion near  Summit  Point,  and  that  by  moving 
around  rapidly  through  Smithfield  he  wouldjyet 
into  my  rear.  In  this,  however,  he  was  mis- 
taken. During  the  dajr  Merritt  (who  had  been 
attacked  and  held  his  ground)  was  recaUed 
from  BerryviUe.  Wilson  had  also  been  attacked 
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by  in&ntry,  and  had  also  held  his  gronnd  until 
ordered  in.  During  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
first  the  army  moved  back  to  Halltown  without 
iQCODvenience  or  loss ;  the  cavjdry,  excepting 
Lowell's  command,  which  formed  on  the  left, 
moWng  early  on  ^e  morning  of  the  twenty- 
secono,  and  going  into  position  on  the  right  of 
the  line. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  the 
enemy  moved  up  to  Gharlestown  and  pushed 
well  up  to  my  position  at  Halltown,  skirmishing 
with  &e  cavalry  videttes. 

The  despatches  received  from  the  Lieutenant- 
General  commanding,  from  Captain  G.  K.  Leet, 
A.  A.  G.,  at  Washington,  and  information 
derived  from  my  scouts,  and  from  prisoners 
captured,  was  of  so  conflicting  and  contradictory 
a  nature,  that  I  determined  ^  ascertain  if  pos- 
sible, while  on  this  defensive  line,  what  rein- 
forcements had  actually  been  received  by  the 
enemy.  This  could  only  be  done  by  frequent 
reconnoissances,  and  their  results  convinced  me 
that  but  one  division  of  infantry,  Kershaw*s,  and 
one  division  of  cavahy,  Fitz  Lee's,  had  joined 
him. 

On  the  twenty-third  I  ordered  a  reconnoissance 
by  Crook,  who  was  on  the  left,  resulting  in  a 
small  capture,  and  a  number  of  casualties  to  the 


On  the  twenty-fourth  another  reconnoissance 
was  made,  capturing  a  number  of  jprisoners,  our 
own  loss  being  about  thirty  men.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth  there  was  sharp  picket  firing  during  the 
day  on  part  of  the  infantry  line.  The  cavalry 
was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
Keameysville.  This  attack  was  handsomely 
made,  but,  instead  of  finding  the  enemy's  cav- 
dry,  his  infantry  was  encoimtered,  and  for  a 
time  doubled  up  and  thrown  into  the  utmost 
confusion.  It  was  marching  towards  Shepards- 
town.  This  engagement  was  somewhat  of  a 
mutual  surprise— -our  cavalry  expecting, to  meet 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  his  infantry  expecting 
no  opposition  whatever.  General  'Torbert,  who 
was  in  command,  finding  a  large  force  of  the 
rebel  in£antry  in  his  front,  came  back  to  our  left, 
and  the  enemy  believing  his  (the  enemy's) 
movements  had  been  discovered,  and  that  the 
force  left  by  him  in  my  front  at  Halltown  would 
be  attacked,  returned  in  great  haste,  but,  before 
doing  so,  isolated  Custer's  brigade,  which  had 
to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  at 
Shepardstown,  and  join  me  via  Harper's  Ferry. 

For  my  own  part  I  believed  Early  meditated 
a  crossing  of  his  cavalry  into  Maryland,  at 
WilliaDQsport,  and  I  sent  Wilson's  division 
around  by  "HarpefB  Ferry  to  watch  its  move- 
ments. AvereD  in  the  mean  time  had  taken  post 
at  Williamsport,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  held  tiie  crossing  against  a  force  of 
rebel  cavalry  which  made  the  attempt  to  cross. 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  the  enemy 
sflendy  left  my  front,  moving  over  Opequan 
creek,  at  the  Smithfield  andSmnmit  Point  cross- 
ings, and  concentrating  his  force  at  Brucetown 
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and  Bunker  Hill,  leaving  his  cavalry  at  Leetown 
and  Smithfield. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  I  moved  in  front  of 
Charlestown  with  the  infentry,  and  directed 
Merritt  to  attack  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Lee- 
town, which  he  did,  defeating  it,  and  pursuing 
it  through  Smithfield.  Wilson  repressed  the 
Potomac  at  Shepardstown,  and  joined  the  in- 
fantry in  front  of  Charlestown. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Averell  crossed  at  Wil- 
liamsport and  advanced  to  Martinsburg.  On 
the  same  day  two  divisions  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, and  a  small  force  of  cavalry,  attacked 
Merritt  at  the  Smithfield  bridge,  and,  after  a 
hard  fight,  drove  him  through  Smithfield  ^nd 
back  towards  Charlestown,  the  cavahy  fighting 
with  great  obstinacy  until  I  could  reinforce  it 
with  Rickett's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps,  when 
in  turn  the  enemy  was  driven  back  through 
Smithfield,  and  over  the  Opeauan,  the  cavalry 
again  taking  post  at  the  Smithneld  bridge. 

On  the  thirtieth  Torbert  was  directed  to  move 
Merritt  and  Wilson  to  Berryville,  leaving  Lowell 
to  guard  the  Smithfield  bridge  and  occupy  the 
town. 

On  the  thirty-first  Averell  was  driven  back 
from  Martinsburg  to  Falling  Waters. 

From  the  first  to  the  third  of  September  noth- 
ing of  importance  occurred. 

On  the  third,  Averell,  who  had  returned  to 
Jf  artinsburg,  advanced  on  Bunker  Hill,  attacked 
McCausland's  cavalry,  defeated  it,  capturing 
wagons  and  prisoners,  and  destroying  a  good 
deju  of  property.  The  infantry  moved  into  po- 
sition stretching  from  Clifton  to  Berrvville, 
Wright  moving  by  Summit  Point,  Crook  and 
Emory  by  the  ^rry  ville  pike ;  Torbert  had  been 
ordered  to  White  Post  early  in  the  day,  and  the 
enemy,  supposing  he  could  cut  him  ofif.  pushed 
across  the  Opequan  towards  Berryville  with 
Kershaw's  division  in  advance,  but  tius  division 
not  expecting  infantry,  blundered  on  to  Crook's 
lines  about  dark,  and  was  vigorously  attacked 
and  driven  with  heavy  Toss  back  towards  the 
Opequan.  This  engagement,  which  was  after 
nightfall,  was  very  spirited,  and  our  own  and 
the  enemy's  casualties  severe. 

From  this  time  until  •  the  nineteenth  of  Sep- 
tember I  occupied  the  line  from  Clifton  to  Ber- 
rvville, transferring  Cook  to  Summit  Point  on 
the  eighth,  to  use  nim  as  a  movable  column  to 
protect  my  right  flank  and  line  to  Harper's 
Perry,  while  the  cavalry  threatened  the  enemy's 
right  flank  and  his  line  of  communications  up 
the  valley. 

The  difference  of  strength  between  the  twe 
opposing  forces  at  this  time  was  but  little. 

As  I  had  learned,  beyond  doubt,  from  my 
scouts,  that  Kershaw's  division,  which  consisted 
of  four  brigades,  was  to  be  ordered  back  to 
Richmond,  I  had  for  two  weeks  patiently  waited 
itd  withdrawal  before  attacking,  believing  the 
condition  of  afiairs  throughout  the  country  re- 
quired great  prudence  on  mv  part,  that  a  defeat 
of  the  forces  of  my  command  could  be  illafiford- 
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ed,  and  knowing  that  no  interests  in  the  valley, 
save  those  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
were  suffering  by  the  delay.  In  this  view  I 
was  coinciding  with  the  LieutenantOeneral 
commanding. 

Although  the  main  force  remained  without 
change  of  position  from  September  third  to 
nineteenth,  still  the  cavahry  was  employed 
every  day  in  harassing  the  enemy,  its  oppo- 
nents being  principally  infantry.  -  In  tliese 
skirmishes  the  cavabry  was  becoming  educated 
to  attack  infantry  lines. 

On  the  thirteenth,  one  of  these  handsome 
dashes  was  made  by  Greneral  Mcintosh,  of  Wil- 
son's division,  capturing  the  Eighth  South  Caro- 
lina regiment  at  Abram's  creek ;  on  the  same 
day  Getty's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps  made  a 
reconnoissance  to  the  Opequan,  developing  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy  at  Edwards'  Crossing. 

The  position  which  I  had  taken  at  Clifton  was 
six  nfiles  from  Opequan  creek,  on  the  west  bank 
of  which  the  enemy  was  in  position.  This  dis- 
tance of  six  miles  I  determined  to  hold  as  m^ 
territory  by  scouting  parties,  and  in  holding  it 
in  this  wav,  without  pushing  up  the  main  force, 
I  expected  to  be  able  to  move  on  the  enemy  at 
the  proper  time,  without  his  obtaining  the  in- 
formation which  he  would  immediately  get 
from  his  pickets,  if  I  was  in  close  proximity. 

On  the  night  of  the  iifteenth  I  received  relia- 
ble information  that  Kershaw's  division  was 
moving  through  Winchester,  and  in  the  direc- 
tion ot  Front  EoyiL  Then  our  time  had  come, 
and  I  almost  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would 
fight  at  Newtown,  on  the  vaUey  pike,  give  up 
my  line  to  the  rear,  and  take  that  of  the  enemy. 
From  my  position  at  Qifton  I  could  throw  my 
force  into  Newtown  before  Early  could  get  in- 
formation and  move  to  that  point  I  was  a 
little  timid  about  this  movement  until  the  arri- 
val of  General  Grant  at  Charlestown,  who  en- 
dorsed it,  and  the  order  for  the  movement  was 
made  out,  but,  in  consequence  of  a  report  from 
General  Averell,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  eigh- 
teenth of  September,  that  Early  had  moved  two 
divisions  to  Martinsburg,  I  changed  this  pro- 
gramme, and  determined  to  first  catch  the  two 
divisions  remaining  in  vicinity  of  Stevenson's 
depot,  and  then  the  two  sent  to  Martinsbiurg,  in 
detail.  This  information  was  the  cause  of  the 
battle  of  Opequan,  instead  of  the  battle  of  New- 
town. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth September  the  army  moved  to  the  at- 
tack. Torbert  was  directed  to  advance  with 
Merritt's  division  of  cavalry  from  Summit  Point, 
carry  the  crossings  -of  Opequan  creek,  and  form 
a  junction  at  some  point  near  Stevenson's  depot 
with  Averell,  who  moved  from  Darksville.  Wil- 
son was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  up  the  Berry- 
ville  pike  from  Berryville,  carry  its  crossing  of 
the  Opequan,  and  charge  tlurough  the  gorge  or 
oafion,  the  attack  to  be  supported  by  the 
Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps,  both  of  which 
moved  across  the  country  to  the  same  crossing 


of  the  Opequan.  Crook  moved  across  oountrj 
to  be  in  reserve  at  the  same  point 

Wilson,  with  Mcintosh's  brigade  leading, 
made  a  gallantr  charge  through  the  long  caSoo, 
and  meeting  the  advance  of  Ramseor's  rebel  in- 
fantry division,  drove  it  back  and  captured  the 
eartliwork  at  the  mouth  of  the  cafion;  t&is 
movement  was  immediately  followed  up  by  the 
Sixth  corps.  The  Nineteenth  corps  was  direct- 
ed, for  convenience  of  movement,  to  report  to 
General  Wright  on  its  arrival  at  Opeqnan  creek. 
I  followed  up  the  cavalry  attack,  and  selected 
the  ground  for  the  formation  of  the  Sixth  and 
Nineteenth  corps,  which  went  into  line  under 
a  heavy  artillery  fire. 

A  good  deal  of  time  was  lost  in  this  move- 
ment through  the  cafion,  and  it  was  not  till 
perhaps  nine  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  that  the  order  for 
the  advance  in  line  was  given.  I  had,  from 
early  in  the  morning,  become  apprised  that  I 
would  have  to  engage  Early's  entire  army,  in- 
stead of  two  divisions,  and  determiaed  to  attad^ 
with  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps,  holding 
Crook's  command  as  a  turning  colunm  to  use 
only  when  the  crisis  of  the  battio  occurred,  and 
that  I  would  put  him  in  on  my  left,  and  still 
get  the  valley  pike.  The  attack  was  tho^ore 
made  by  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps,  in 
very  handsome  style,  and  under  a  heavy  fire 
horn  the  enemy,  who  held  a  line  which  gave 
him  the  cover  of  slight  brushwood  and  corn- 
fields. 

The  resistance  during  this  attack  was  ob- 
stinate, and,  as  there  were  no  earthworks  to 
protect,  deadly  to  both  sides. 

The  enemy,  after  the  contest  had  been  going 
on  for  some  time,  made  a  counter  chaise,  strikiog 
the  right  of  the  Sixth  corps  and  left  of  the 
Nineteenth,  driving  back  the  centre  of  my  fine. 

It  was  at  l^is  juncture  that  I  ordered  a  bri- 
gade of  Russell's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps  to 
wait  till  the  enemy's  attacking  column  presented 
its  flank,  then  to  strike  it  with  vigor.  This  was 
handsomely  done,  the  brigade  t>eii]^  led  by 
General  Russell,  and  its  commander.  Uptmi,  in 
person;  the  enemy  in  turn  was  driven  wk, 
our  line  re-established,  and  most  of  the  two  or 
three  thousand  men  who  had  gone  to  the  rear 
brought  back. 

I  still  would  not  order  Crook  in,  but  placed 
him  directiy  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle ;  as 
the  reports,  however,  that  the  enemy  were  -at- 
tempting to  turn  my  right  kept  continually  in- 
creasing, I  was  obliged  to  put  him  in  on  that 
flank  instead  of  on  the  left,  as  was  originally  in- 
tended. He  was  directed  to  act  as  a  bmung 
column,  to  find  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
strike  it  in  flank  or  rear,  break  it  up,  aad  thati 
would  order  a  left  half  wheel  of  the  line  of  bat- 
tle to  support  him.  In  this  attack  the  enemy 
Was  driven  in  confusion  from  his  position,  aod 
simultaneous  witJh  it  Merritt  and  Averell, 
under  Torbert,  could  be  distinctly  seen  sweep- 
ing up  the  Martinsburg  pike,  drivmg  the 
enemy  8  cavalry  before  them  in  a  ooofuaea  ma« 
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Hiroi^h  th©  broken  infentry.  I  then  rode  along 
the  line  of  the  Nineteenm  and  Sixth  corps, 
ordered  their  advance,  and  directed  Wilson, 
who  was  on  the  left  nank,  to  push  on  and  gain 
the  valley  pike  south  of  Winchester;  after 
which  I  returned  to  the  right,  where  the  enemy 
was  still  fiehting  with  obstinacy  in  the  open 
ground  in  front  of  Winchester,  and  ordered 
Torbert  to  collect  his  cavalry  and  charge,  which 
was  done  simultaneously  with  the  infantry  ad- 
vance, and  the  enemy  routed, 

At  daylight  on  morning  of  the  twentieth  of 
September  the  army  moved  rapidly  up  the 
valley  pike  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
continued  his  retreat  during  the  night  to 
Fisher's  hill,  south  of  Strasburg. 

Fisher's  hOl  is  the  bluflf  immediately  south 
of  and  over  a  little  stream  called  Tumbling 
river,  and  is  a  position  which  was  almost  im- 
pr^nable  to  a  direct  assault,  and  as  the  valley  is 
but  about  three  and  a  half  miles  wide  at  this 
point,  the  enemy  considered  himself  secure  on 
reaching  it,  and  commenced  erecting  breast- 
works across  the  valley  from  Pisher's  hill  to 
North  mountain ;  so  secure,  in  fact,  did  he  con- 
sider himself,  that  the  ammunition  boxes  were 
taken  from  the  caissons  and  placed  for  conven- 
ience behind  the  breastworks. 

On  the  evening  of  September  twentieth, 
Wright  and  Emory  went  into  position  on  the 
heights  of  Strasburg,  Crook  north  of  Cedar 
creek,  the  cavalry  to  the  right  and  rear  of 
Wright,  and  Emery  exte^nding  to  the  back  road. 
This  night  I  resolved  to  use  a  turning  column 
again,  and  that  I  would  move  Crook,  unper- 
ceived,  if  possible,  over  on  to  the  face  of  Little 
North  mountain,  and  let  him  strike  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  enemv's  Nne,  and  then,  if  successful, 
make  a  left  hall  wheel  of  the  whole  line  of 
battle  to  his  support  To  do  this  required 
much  seoresy,  as  tiie  enemy  had  a  signal  sta- 
tion on  Threetop  mountain,  from  which  he 
could  see  every  movement  made  by  our  troops ; 
therefore,  during  the  night  of  the  twentieth, 
I  concealed  Crook  in  me  timber  north  of 
Cedar  creek,  where  he  ren^ained  during  the 
twen^-first  On  the  same  day  1  moved  Wright 
and  Emory  up  in  the  front  of  the  rebel  line, 
getting  into  proper  position  after  a  severe  en- 
gagement between  a  portion  of  Rickett's  and 
Getty's  divisions  of  the  Sixth  corps,  and  a  strong 
force  of  the  enemy.  Torbert,  with  Wilson's 
and  Merritt's  cavalry,  was  ordered  down  the 
Luray  valley  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and,  after  defeating  or  driving  it,  to  cross 
over  Luray  pike  to  New  Market,  wid  intercept 
the  enemy's  infantry  should  I  drive  it  from  the 
position  at  Fisher's  hill. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-first,  Crook  was 
moved  to,  and  concentrated  in,  the  timber  near 
Strasburg,  and  at  daylight  on  the  twenty-second 
marched  to,  and  massed  in,  the  timber  near 
Little  North  mountain.  I  did  not  attempt  to 
cover  the  long  front  presented  by  the  enemy, 
but  massed  tibe  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps 
opposite   the   right  centre  of  his  line.    After 


Crook  had  gotten  into  the  position  last  named, 
I  took  out  Rickett's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps 
and  placed  it  opposite  the  enemy's  left  centre, 
and  directed  Averell  with  his  cavalry  to  go  up 
on  Rickett's  front  and  right,  and  drive  in  the 
enemy's  skirmish  line,  if  possible.  This  was 
done,  and  the  enemy's  signal  officer  on  Three- 
top  mountain,  mistaKing  Rickett's  division  for 
my  turning  column,  so  notified  the  enemy,  and 
he  made  his  arrangements  accordingly,  whilst 
Crook,  without  being  observed,  moved  on  the 
side  of  Little  North  mountain,  and  struck  the 
enemy *s  left  and  rear  so  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly, that  he  (the  enemy)  supposing  he  must 
have  come  across  the  mountains,  broke; 
Crook  swinging  down  behind  the  line,  Rickett's 
swinging  in  and  joining  Crook,  and  so  on  the 
balance  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corps,  the 
rout  of  the  enemy  being  complete. 

Unfortunately  the  cavaby  which  I  had  sent 
down  the  Luray  valley  to  cross  over  to  New 
Market  was  unsuccessful,  and  only  reached  so 
far  as  Millford,  a  point  at  which  the  Luray  valley 
contracts  to  a  gorge,  and  which  was. taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  some  force. 
Had  General  Torbert  driven  mis  cavalry,  or 
turned  the  defile  and  reached  New  Market,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  we  would  have  captured 
the  entire  rebel  army.  I  £eel  certain  that  its 
rout  from  Fisher's  hiU  was  such  that  there  was 
scarcely  a  company  organization  held  together. 
New  Market  being  at  a  converging  point  in  the 
valley  they  came  togetner  again,  and  to  some 
extent  reorganized.  I  did  not  wait  to  see  the 
results  of  this  victory,  but  pushed  on  during 
the  night  of  the  twenty-second  to  Woodstock, 
although  the  darkness  and  consequent  confu- 
sion made  the  pursuit  slow. 

On  the  morning  of  September  twenty-third, 
Greneral  Devins,  with  his  small  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, moved  to  a  point  directly  norm  of  Mount 
Jackson,  driving  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and 
there  awaited  the  arrival  of  (General  Averell's 
division,  which  for  some  unaccountable  reason 
went  into  camp  immediately  after  the  battle. 
General  AvoreU  reached  Devins'  command  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m.  and,  in  the  evening,  returned 
with  all  the  advance  cavalry  of  which  he  was  in 
command,  to  a  creek  one  half  mile  north  of 
Hawkinsburg,  and  there  remained  until  the 
arrival  of  the  head  of  the  infantry  column, 
which  had  halted  between  Edinburg  and  Wood- 
stock for  wagons,  in  order  to  issue  the  neces- 
sarv  rations. 

Early  on  the  momine  of  the  twenty-fourth 
the  entire  army  reached  Mount  Jackson,  a  small 
town  on  the  north  bank  of  the  north  fork  of  the 
Shenandoskh.  The  enemy  had  in  the  mean  time 
reoreanized,  and  taken  position  on  the  bluff, 
soul£  of  the  river,  but  had  commenced  this 
same  morning  his  retreat  toward  Harrisonburg ; 
sliU,  he  held  a  long  and  strong  line  with  the 
troops  that  were  to  cover  his  rear,  in  a  tempo- 
rary line  of  rifle-pits  on  the  bluff  commandmg 
the  plateau. 

To  didodge  him  frx)m  his  strohg  position 
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Devins*  brigade  of  cavalry  wa8  directed  to  cross 
the  Shenandoah,  work  around  the  base  of  the 
Maseanutten  range,  and  drive  in  the  cavalry 
which  covered  ms  (the  enemy's)  right  flank; 
and  Powell,  who  had  succeedea  Averell,  was 
ordered  to  move  around  his  left  flank  via  Sim- 
bervDle,  whilst  the  in&ntry  was  mshed  across 
*the  river  by  the  bridge. 

The  enemy  did  not  wait  the  full  execution  of 
these  movements,  but  withdrew  in  haste,  the 
cavahy  under  Devins  coming  up  with  him  at 
Newmarket,  and  made  a  bold  attempt  to  hold 
him  until  I  could  posh  up  our  infantiV,  but  was 
unable  to  do  so  as  the  open,  smooth  country 
allowed  him  (the  enemv)  to  retreat,  with  great 
rapidity  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  three  or  four 
hundred  cavalry  under  Devins  was  unable  to 
break  this  line.  Our  infantry  was  pushed  by 
heads  of  columns  very  hard  to  overtake,  and 
bring  on  an  engagement,  but  could  not  suc- 
ceed, and  encamped  about  six  miles  south  of 
Newmarket  for  tne  night. 

Powell  meantime  had  pushed  on  through 
Simberville,  and  gained  tne  valley  pike  near 
Lacy*s  springs,  capturing  some  prisoners  and 
wagons. 

This  movement  of  Powell's  probaWy  forced 
the  enemy,  to  abandon  the  road  via  Harrison- 
burg, and  move  over  the  Keezeltown  road  to 
Port  Republic,  to  which  point  the  retreat  was 
continued  through  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  and  from  thence  to  Brown's  gap  in  the 
Blue  Ridge. 

On  the  twenth-fifth^  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth 
corps  reached  Harrisonburg.*  Crook  was  or- 
dered to  remain  at  the  junction  of  the  Keezel- 
town road  .with  the  Valley  pike  untU  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  were  definitely  ascertained. 

On  this  day  Torbert  reached  Harrisonburg, 
having  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
Luray,  defeating  it  and  joining  me  via  New- 
market, and  Powell  had  proceeded  to  Mount 
Crawford. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  Merritt's  division  of 
cavahy  was  ordered  to  Port  Republic,  and  Tor- 
bert to  Staunton  and  Wavnesboro  to  destroy 
the  bridge  at  the  latter  place,  and,  in  retiring, 
to  bum  all  forage,  drive  off  all  cattle,  destroy 
all  mills,  &c.,  which  would  cripple  the  rebel 
army  or  confederacv. 

Torbert  had  with  him  Wilson's  division  of 
cavalry  and  Lowell's  brigade  of  regulars. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  while  Torbert  was 
making  his  advance  on  Waynesboro,  I  ordered 
Merritt  to  make  a  demonstration  on  Brown's 
gap  to  cover  the  movement  This  brought  out 
the  enemy  (who  had  been  re-enforced  by  Ker- 
shaw's division  which  came  through  Swift 
Run  gap),  against  the  small  force  of  cavalir 
employea  in  this  demonstration,  which  he  fol- 
lowed up. to  Port  Republic,  and  I  believe 
crossed  in  some  force.  Merritt's  instructions 
from  me  were  to  resist  an  attack,  but,  if  pressed, 
to  fidl  back  to  Cross  Keys,  in  wnich  event  I  in- 
tended to  attack  with  the  main  force  which  was 
at  Harrisonbuxg,  and  could  be  rapidly  moved  to 


Cross  Kejrs.  The  enemy,  however,  advanced 
with  his  main  force  only  to  Port  Republic,  after 
which  he  fell  back.  Torbert  this  day  took  pos- 
session of  Waynesboro,  and  partiaQy  destroyed 
the  railroad  bridge,  but  about  dark  on  the 
twenty-eighth  was  attacked  by  in&ntry  and 
cavah^,  returned  to  Staunton  and  from  thence 
to  Bridgewater  via  Springhill,  executing  the 
order  for  the  destruction  of  subsistence,  fonge, 
&c. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighA  Merritt 
was  ordered  to  Port  Republic  to  open  commmii- 
cation  wiUi  General  Torbert,  but  on  the  same 
night  was  directed  to  leave  small  forces  at  Port 
Republic  and  Swift-run  gap,  and  proceed  with 
the  bakince  of  his  command  (his  own  and  G  as- 
ter divisions)  to  Piedmont,  swing  around  from 
that  point  to  near  Stanton,  burning  forage,  millB, 
and  such  other  property  as  might  be  serviceable 
to  ttie  rebel  army  or  confederacy,  and,  on  his  re- 
turn, to  go  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth 
and  Nineteenth  corps,  which  were  ordered  to 
proceed  on  the  twen^-ninth  to  Mount  Crawford, 
in  support  of  this  and  Torbert's  movements. 

September  twenty-ninth,  Torbert  reached 
Bridgewater,  and  Merritt  Mt  Crawford. 

On  the  first  of  October  Merritt  reoccupied 
Port  RepifbUc,  and  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth 
corps  werQ  moved  back  to  Harrisonburg. 

The  question  that  now  presented  itself  was, 
whether  or  not  I  should  follow  the  enemy  to 
Brown's  gap,  where  he  still  held  fast,  drive  him 
out  and  advance  on  ChariottesviUe  and  Gordons- 
vUle.  This  movement  on  Gordonsville  I  was 
opposed  to  for  manr  reasons,  the  most  impor- 
tant of  which  was,  that  it  would  necessitate  the 
openine  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Raihoad 
from  ^exandria,  and  to  protect  this  road  against 
the  numerous  guerilla  bands,  would  have  re- 
quired a  corps  of  infantry ;  besides,  I  would 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  a  small  force  in  tiie 
valley  to  give  security  to  the  line  of  the  Poto- 
maa  This  would  probably  occupv  the  whole 
of  Crook's  command,  leaving  me  but  a  smaH 
number  of  fighting  men.  Then  there  was  the 
additional  reason  of  the  uncertsdnty  as  to 
whether  the  army  in  front  of  Petersburg  could 
hold  the  entire  force  of  General  Lee  there,  and, 
in' case  it  could  not,  a  su£Scient  number  might 
be  detached  and  move  rapidly  by  rail  and  over- 
whelm me,  quickly  returning.  I  was  atoo  con- 
fident that  my  transportation  could  not  sappk 
me  further  than  Harrisonburg,  and  therefore  ad- 
vised that  the  valley  campaign  should  terminate 
at  Harrisonburg,  and  that  i  return,  carrying  ont 
my  original  instructions  fur  the  destruction  of 
forage,  grain,  &c.,  give  up  the  majority  <^  the 
army  I  commanded,  and  order  it  to  the  Peters- 
burg line,  a  Une  which  I  thouj^ht  the  LieutenaDt- 
Ckneral  believed  if  a  succesanil  movement  could 
be  made  on,  would  involve  the  capture  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  ^ 

I  therefore,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  of 
October,  commenced  moving  back,  stretching 
the  cavalry  across  the  valler  from  the  ffiae 
Ridge  to  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Allegfaame8» 
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with  directions  to  bum  all  forage  and  drive  off 
an  stock,  &c.,  as  they  moved  to  &e  rear,  fully 
coinciding  in  the  views  and  instructions  of  the 
lieutenant-General  that  the  valley  should  be 
made  a  barren  waste.  The  most  positive  orders 
were  given,  however,  not  to  burn  dwelling^. 

In  this  movement  the  enemy's  cavalry 
followed  at  a  respectful  distance  until  in  the 
vicinitjr  of  Woodstock,  when  they  attacked 
Custer  s  division  and  harassed  it  as  far  as  Louis 
brook,  a  short  distance  south  of  Fisher's  Hill. 

On  the  night  of  the  eighth,  I  ordered  General 
Torbert  to  engage  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  day- 
light, and  notified  him  that  I  would  halt  the 
army  until  he  had  defeated  it 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions,  Tor- 
bert advanced  at  daylight  on  the  ninth  of  Octo- 
ber, with  Custer's  division  on  the  back  road, 
and  Merritt's  division  on  the  YaUey  pike. 

At  Louis  brook  the  heads  of  the  opposing 
columns  came  in  contact  and  deployed,  ana 
after  a  short  but  decisive  engagement  the 
enemy  was  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  all  his 
artillery  excepting  one  piece,  and  everything 
else  which  was  carried  on  wheels.  The  rout 
was  complete,  and  was  followed  up  to  Mount 
Jackson,  a  distance  of  some  twenty-six  miles. 

On  October  tenth  the  enemy  crossed  to  the 
north  side  of  Cedar  creek,  the  Sixth  corps  con- 
tinuing its  march  to  Front  Royal ;  this  was  the 
first  day's  march  of  this  corps  to  rejoin  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Grant  at  Petersburg.  It  was  the 
intention  that  it  should  proceed  through  Man- 
assas gap  to  Piedmont  east  of  the  Blue  Kidge — 
to  which  point  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad  had 
been  completed,  and  from  thence  to  Alexandria 
by  rail;  but  on  my  recommendation  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  march  it,  as  it  was  in 
fine  condition,  through  Ashby's  gap,  and  thence 
to  Washington,  the  former  route  was  abandoned, 
and  on  the  twelfth  the  corps  moved  to  the 
Ashby  gap  crossing  of  the  Shenandoah  river ; 
but,  on  the  same  day,  in  consequence  of  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  to  Fisher's  Hill,  it  was  re- 
called to  await  the  development  of  the  enemy's 
new  intentions. 

The  question  now  again  arose  in  reference  to 
the  advance  on  GordonsviUe,  as  suggested  in 
the  following  despatch : 

[Cipher.] 
« 

Wismscnof,  October  12, 1804, 12  x. 

Mcnor-Chnarcd  Sheridan  : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  wishes  a  position 
taken  far  enough  south  to  serve  as  a  base  for 
farther  operations  upon  Gordonsville  and  Char- 
lottesville. It  must  be  strongly  fortified  and  pro- 
visioned. 

Some  point  in  the  vicinitr  of  Manassas  gap 
would  seem  best  suited  for  all  purposes. 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  U\e  engineers,  will  be 
sent  to  consult  with  you  as  soon  as  you  oomiect 
with  General  Augur. 

H.  W.  Hallbck, 

UiO<>^G«aend. 


This  plan  I  would  not  endorse,  but,  in  order 
to  settle  it  definitely,  I  was  called  to  Washing- 
Jon  by  the  following  telegram : 

W.A8EiKOT(Kr,  October  18, 1864. 

MqjoT^Oenercd  Sheridan:  through  OeneralAu- 
our. 

If  you  can  come  here,  a  consultation  on  seve- 
ral points  is  extremely  desirable.  I  propose  to 
visit  General  Grant,  and  would  like  to  see  you 
first, 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seoretary  of  War. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  I  determined 
to  go,  believing  that  the  enemy  at  Fisher's  Hill 
comd  not  accomplish  much ;  and  as  I  had  con* 
eluded  not  to  attack  him  at  present,  I  ordered 
the  whole  of  the  cavalry  force  under  General 
Torbert  to  accompany  me  to  Front  Royal,  from 
whence  I  intended  to  push  it  through  Chester 
gap  to  the  Virginia  Central  railroad  at  Char- 
lottesville, while  I  passed  through  Manassas 
gap  to  Piedmont,  thence  by  rail  to  Washington. 
Upon  my  arrival  with- the  cavalry  at  Front 
Royal,  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth,  I  received 
the  following  despatch  from  General  Wright, 
who  was  left  at  Cedar  Creek  in  command  of  the 
anny:  • 

HBAOQUABUBS,  IClDDUi  IfDLRAVr  DiTlSWH,    ) 

October  16, 1864.         ) 

Mmor-Oenerai  P.  H,  Sheridan^   commanding 

Middle  Military  Division, 

General — I  enclose  you  despatch  which  ex- 
plains itself  (see  copy  foUowing) : 

If  the  enemy  should  be  strongly  reinforced 
in  cavalry,  he  might,  by  turning  our  right,  eive 
us  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  shall  hola  on  here 
until  the  enemy's  movements  are  developed, 
and  shall  only  fear  an  attack  on  my  right,  which 
I  shall  make  every  preparation  for  guarding 
against  and  resisting. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  G.  Wright, 
llajor-General  Oomnundlng. 

Jb  LieutencnU-General  Early : 

Be  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  my  forces  join 
you,  and  we  wHl  crush  Sheridan. 

LONOSTBEET, 
lioatMumt-Generel . 

This  message  was  taken  off  the  rebel  signal 
flag,  on  Three  Top  mountain.  My  first  thought 
was  that  it  was  anise,  but,  on  reflection,  deemed 
it  best  to  abandon  the  cavalry  raid,  and  give  to 
General  Wright  the  entire  strength  of  the  army. 
1  therefore  ordered  the  cavalry  to  return  and 
report  to  him,  and  addressed  the  following  note 
on  the  subject : 

Tmotn  BoTAL,  October  16, 1864» 

Major-General     H,    O.   Wright^  commanding 

Sixth  -Army  Chrps  : 

General — ^The  cavahy  is  all  ordered  back  to 
you ;  make  your  position  strong.  If  Longstroet'g 
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despatch  is  trae,he  is  under  the  impression 
that  we  have  lai^ely  detached.  I  will  go  over 
to  Augur,  and  may  get  additional  news. 

Close  in  Colonel  Powell,  who  will  be  at  this 

f[)int.  If  the  enemj  should  make  an  advance, 
baiow  you  will  defeat  him.  Look  well  to  your 
ground,  and  be  well  prepared.  Gret  up  every- 
thing that  can  be  spared.  I  will  bring  up  all  I 
can,  and  will  be  up  on  Tuesday,  if  not  sooner. 

P.  fi.  CHEBIDAN, 

UajOT-QeoBnl 

After  sending  this  note  I  continued  through 
Manassas  •gap  and  on  to  Piedmont,  and  from 
thence  by  rail  to  Washington,  arriving  on  the 
morning  of  the  seventeenth.  At  twelve  o'clock 
M.  I  returned  by  special  train  to  Martinsburg, 
arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  at 
Winchester,  in  company  with  Colonels  Thorn  and 
Alexander,  of  the  Engineer  corps,  sent  with  me 
by  General  HaQeck.  During  my  absence  the 
enemy  had  gathered  all  his  strength,  and,  in 
the  pight  of  the  eighteenth,  and  early  on  the 
nineteenth,  moved  silently  from  Fisher's  HiU, 
through  Strasburg,  pushed  a  heavy  turning 
column  across  the  Shenandoah,  on  the  road  from 
Strasburg  to  Front  Royal,  and  again  recrossed 
the  river  at  Bowman's  ford,  striking  Crook,  who 
held  the  left  of  our  line,  in  flank  and  rear,  so 
unexpectedly  and  forcibly  as  to  drive  in  his 
outposts,  invade  his  camp,  and  turn  his  position. 
This  surprise  was  owine,  probably,  to  not  clos- 
ing in  PoweU,  or  that  the  cavalry  divisions  of 
Merritt  and  Custer  were  placed  on  the  right  of 
our  line,  where  it  had  always  occurred  to  me 
there  was  but  little  danger  of  attack. 

This  was  followed  by  a  direct  attack  upon  our 
front,  and  the  result  was  that  the  whole  army 
was  driven  back  in  confusion,  to  a  point  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Middleto  wn,  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  infantry  not  even  preserving 
a  company  organization.  * 

At  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth  October,  an  officer  on  picket  at  Wu> 
Chester  reported  artiller^j  firing,  but,  supposing 
it  resulted  from  a  reconnoissance  which  had  been 
ordered  for  this  morning,  I  paid  no  attention  to 
it,  and  was  unconscious  of  the  true  condition  of 
afiairs  until  about  nine  o'clock,  when,  having 
ridden  through  the  town  of  Winchester,  the 
sound  of  tiie  artillery  made  a  battle  unmistak- 
able, and  on  reaching  Mill  creek,  one  half  a  mile 
south  of  Winchester,  the  head  of  the  fugitives 
appeared  in  sight,  trains  and  men  coming  to  the 
rear  with  appwling  rapidity. 

I  immediately  gave  direction  to  halt  and  pack 
the  trains  at  Mill  creek,  and  ordered  the  brigade 
at  Winchester  to  stretch  across  the  country 
and  stop  all  stragglers.  Taking  twenty  men 
from  my  escort,  I  pushed  on  to  the  front,  leav- 
ing the  balance,  under  General  Forsvth  and 
Colonel^  Thorn  and  Alexander,  to  do  what  ihey 
could  in  stemming  the  torrent  of  fogitives. 

I  anl  happy  to  say  that  hundreds  of  the  men, 
who  on  reflection  found  they  had  not  done  them- 
selves justice,  came  back  with  cheers. 


On  arriving  at  the  front,  I  found  Menitl*8  tod 
Custer's  divisions  of  cavalry,  under  Torbert,  sod 
General  Getty's  division  of  the  Sixth  corps,  op- 
posing  the  enemy.  I  suggested  to  G«iienl 
Wright  that  we  would  fight  on  Getty's  line,  aod 
to  transfer  Custer  to  the  right  at  once,  as  1m 
(Custer)  and  Merritt,  from  being  on  the  right  in 
the  morning,  had  been  transferred  to  die  left; 
that  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  the  Sxth 
corps,  which  were  to  the  right  and  reir  of 
Getty  about  two  miles,  should  be  ordered  np, 
and  also  that  the  Nineteenth  corps,  which  wis 
on  tiie  right  and  rear  of  these  two  divisioos, 
should  be  hastened  up  before  the  enemy  attacked 
Getty. 

I  then  started  out  all  my  staff  officers  to  bring 
up  these  troops,  and  was  so  convinced  that  we 
would  soon  be  attacked,  that  I  went  back  myself 
to  urge  them  on. 

Immediately  after  I  returned  and  assumed 
command.  General  Wright  returning  to  his 
corps,  Getty  to  his  division,  and  tiie  line  of 
battle  was  formed  on  the  prolongation  of  General 
Getty's  line,  and  a  temporary  breastwork  of 
rails,  logs,  &c.,  thrown  up  hastily. 

Shortiy  after  this  was  done  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, and  from  a  point  on  the  left  of  our  line 
of  battle  I  could  see  his  colmnns  moving  to  the 
attack,  and  at  once  notified  corps  commaoderB 
to  be  prepared. 

This  assault  fell  principally  on  the  Nineteenth 
corps,  and  was  repulsed. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  tiiat  the 
strength  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  corns,  and 
Crook's  command,  was  now  being  rapidly  aug- 
mented by  the  return  of  those  who  had  gone  to 
the  rear  early  in  the  day.  Reports  coming  in 
from  the  Front  Royal  pike,  on  which  Powell's 
division  of  cavalry  was  posted,  to  the  effect 
that  a  heavy  column  of  infantry  was  moving  on 
that  pike  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and 
that  he  (PoWell)  was  retiring  and  would  come 
in  at  Newtown,  caused  me  great  anxiety  for  flie 
time;  and  although  I  could  not  fully  believe 
that  such  a  movement  would  be  undertaken, 
still  it  delayed  my  general  attack. 

At  four  p.  M.  I  ordered  the  advance.  This 
attack  was  brilliantly  nuule,  and,  as  the  enemy 
was  protected  by  rail  breastworks,  and  in  sxme 
portions  of  his  line  by  stone  fences,  his  resist- 
ance was  very  determined.  His  lino  of  battle 
overlapped  the  right  of  mine,  and  by  turning 
with  this  portion  of  it  on  the  flank  of  the  Nme- 
teenth  oorps,  caused  a  slight  momentary  con- 
fusion. This  movement  was  chedced,  however, 
by  a  counter-charge  of  General  McMillans'  bri- 
gade upon  the  re-entering  angle  tiius  formed 
by  tiie  enemy,  and  his  flanking  party  cut  off. 

It  was  at  this  stage  of  the  battle  that  Custer 
was  ordered  to  charge  with  his  entire  division, 
but,  altiio^gh  the  cider  was  promptly  obeyed, 
it  was  not  in  time  to  capture  the  whole  of  tiie 
force  thus  cut  off,  and  many  escaped  across 
Cedar  creek. 

Simultaneous  with  this  charge,  a  combined 
movement  of  the  whole  line  drove  the  enemy  is 
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oonfoBioQ  to  tbe  creek,  where,  owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulties of  crossing,  his  array  became  routed. 

Coster  finding  a  ford  on  Cedar  creek  west  of 
the  pike,  and  Devins,  of  Merritt's  division,  one 
to  the  east  of  it,  they  each  made  the  crossing 
jost  after  dark,  and  porsned  the  routed  mass  of 
the  enemy  to  Fisher's  Hill,  where  this  strong 
position  Kave  him  some  protection  against  our 
cavalry ;  out  the  most  of  his  transportation  had 
been  captured,  the  road  from  Cedar  creek  to 
Fisher's  HiD,  a  distance  of  over  three  miles, 
being  literally  blocked  by  wagons,  ambulances, 
artiliery,  caissons,  &c. 

The  enemy  did  not  halt  his  main  force  at 
Fisher's  Hill,  but  continued  the  retreat  during 
the  night  to  Newmarket,  where  his  army  had, 
on  a  similar  previous  occasion,  come  together 
by  means  of  the  numerous  roada  that  converge 
to  this  point. 

This  battle  practicaUy  ended  the  campaien  in 
the  Shenandoah  valley.  When  it  opened  we 
found  our  enemy  boastful  and  confidant,  unwill- 
ing to  acknowle(^e  that  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union  were  their  equal  in  courage  and  manli- 
ness; when  it  closed  with  Cedar  creek,  this 
impression  had  been  removed  from  his  mind, 
and  gave  place  to  good  sense  and  a  strong,  de- 
sire to  quit  fighting. 

The  very  best  troops  of  the  Confederacy  had 
not  only  been  defeated,  but  had  been  routed  in 
Bacceesive  engagements,  until  their  spirit  and 
aprii  were  destroyed;  in  obtaining  tlfese  re- 
sults, however,  our  loss  in  officers  and  men  was 
severe.  Practically  all  territory  north  of  the 
James'  river  now  belonged  to  me,  and  the  hold- 
ing of  the  lines  about  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
mond, by  the  enemy,  must  have  been  embarrass- 
ing, and  invited  the  question  of  good  military 
judgment 

On  entering  the  valley  it  was  not  my  object, 
b^  flank  movements,  to  make  the  enemy  change 
bis  base,  nor  to  move  as  far  up  as  the  James' 
river,  and  thus  give  him  the  opportunity  of 
making  me  change  my  base,  thereby  converting 
it  into  a  race-course,  as  heretofore,  but  to  de- 
stroy, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  that  which  was 
truly  the  Confederacy — ^its  armies;  in  doing 
this,  so  &r  as  the  opposing  army  was  concerned, 
our  success  was  such  that  there  was  no  one 
connected  with  the  army  of  the  Shenandoah 
who  did  not  so  fuUy  realize  it  as  to  render  the 
issuing  of  congratulatory  orders  unnecessary; 
evepy  officer  and  man  was  made  to  understand 
that,  when  a  victory  was  gained,  it  was  not 
more  than  their  duty,  nor  less  than  their  country 
expected  from  her  gallant  sons. 

At  Winchester,  for  a  moment  the  contest  was 
uncertain,  but  the  gallant  attack  of  General  Up- 
ton's brigade  of  the  Sixth  corps  restored  the 
line  of  battie,  until  the  turning  column  of  Crook's 
and  Merritt's  and  Averell's  divisions  of  cavalry, 
under  Torbert,  "sent  the  enemy  whirling 
tiirough  Winchester." 

In  thus  particularizing  commands  and  com- 
manders, I  only  speak  in  the  sense  that  they 


were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  available  at  these 
important  moments. 

In  the  above-mentioned  attack  by  Upton's 
brigade,  the  lamented  Russell  fell.  He  had 
been  previously  wounded,  but  refused  to  leave 
the  field.  His  death  brought  sadness  to  every 
heart  in  the  army. 

It  was  during  a  reconnoissance  to  Fisher's 
Hill,  made  on  the  thirteenth  of  October,  1864, 
that  Colonel  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  a 
brigade  in  Crook's  corps,  was  killed  while  gal- 
lantly leading  his  men. 

At  Fisher's  Hill  it  was  again  the  good  fortune 
of  General  Crook's  command  to  start  the  enemy, 
and  of  General  Ricketts'  division  of  ^e  SixUi 
corps  to  first  gallantly  swing  in  and  more  fully 
initiate  the  rout 

At  Cedar  creek,  Getty's  division  of  the  Sixth 
corps,  and  Merritt's  and  Custer's  divisions  of 
cavaDry,  under  Torbert,  confronted  the  enemy 
from  the  first  attack  in  the  morning  until  the 
battle  was  decided,  still  none  behaved  more 
gallantly,  or  exhibited  greater  courage  than 
those  who  returned  from  the  rear,  determined 
to  reoccupy  their  lost  camp. 

In  this  engaeement,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
gaUant  Colonel  Lowell,  of  the  Regular  brigade, 
was  wounded  while  in  the  advance  en  eauhn 
of  Getty's  division,  but  would  not  leave  his 
command,  remaining  until  the  final  attack  on  the 
enemy  was  made,  in  which  he  was  killed. 

Generals  Bidwell  of  the  Sixth  corps,  and 
Thobnm  of  Crook's  command,  were  also  killed 
in  the  morning,  while  behaving  with  conspicu- 
ous gallantry. 

I  submit  the  following  list  of  the  corps,  divi- 
sion, and  brigade  commanders,  who  were 
wounded  in  the  campaign,  the  killed  having 
already  been  especially  noticed,  regretting  that 
the  scope  of  this  report  will  not  admit  of  my 
specifying  bv  name  aU  the  many  gallant  men 
who  wcKe  killed  and  wounded  in  the  numerous 
engagements  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  and  most 
respectfully  call  attention  to  the  accompanying 
sub-reports  for  such  particulars  as  will; I  trust, 
do  full  justice  to  all. 

Generals  H.  G.  Wright,  J.  B.  Ricketts,  Grover, 
Duval,  E.  Upton,  R.  S.  McKenzie.  Kitchen  (sinoe 
died  of  wounds^,  J.  B.  Mcintosh,  G.  H.  Chapman, 
Thomas  C.  Devins,  Penrose,  Colonels  D.  D.  John* 
son,  Daniel  McAuley,  Jacob  Sharpe. 

From  the  seventh  of  August,  the  Middle  De- 
partment, Department  of  Washington,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Department  of 
West  Virginia,  were  under  mv  command,  and  I 
desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  their  respec- 
tive commanders,  Major-Generab  Lew  Wallace, 
C.  C.  Augur,  Couch,  and  Cadwallader,  and  to 
Major-Genends  Hunter  and  Crook,  who  at  sepa- 
rate times  commanded  the  latter  Department 
for  the  assistance  given  me. 

G^eral  Augur  operated  very  efiFectively  with 
a  small  force  under  his  command,  the  reports  of 
whidh  were  forwarded  direct  to  the  War  De- 
partment 
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After  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  nothing  of 
importance  occurred  in  the  valley  up  to  Feb- 
ruary twenty-seventh,  1865,  the  day  on  which 
the  cavalry  moved  from  Winchester  to  Peters- 
burg. 

On  the  night  of  November  eleventh,  1864, 
General  Early  moved  some  of  his  shattered  for- 
.i^es  to  the  north  of  Cedar  creek  for  the  purpose 
of  bluster,  I  suppose,  as  on  the  night  of  tbe  fol- 
lowing day  he  nastily  retired.  In  consequence 
of  contradictory  information  received  from 
scouts  and  captured  cavalry  prisoners,  I  was  un- 
convinced of  any  rebel  infantry  being  in  my 
vicinity  until  it  was  too  late  to  overtake  it  in 
its  gallopine  retreat,  a  retreat  which  was  con- 
tinued until  in  the  vicinity  of  Lacy's  springs 
near  Harrisonburg.  Powell  engaged  the  rel^l 
cavalry  co-operating  on  the  Front  Royal  pike 
with  this  force,  and  drove  it  through  Front 
Royal  to  Milford,  capturing  two  pieces  of 
artillery. 

During  this  campaign  I  was  at  times  annoyed 
by  guerilla  bands,  the  most  formidable  of  which 
was  under  a  partisan  chief  named  Mosby,  who 
made  his  headquarters  east  of  the  Blue  Kidge. 
in  the  section  of  country  about  Upperville.  I 
had  constantly  refused  to  operate  against  these 
bands,  believing  them  to  be  substantially  a 
benefit  to  me,  as  they  prevented  straggling,  and 
kept  my  trains  well  closed  up,  and  disebarged 
such  other  duties  as  would  have  required  a  pro- 
vost guard  of  at  least  two  regiments  of  cavalry. 
In  retaliation  for  the  assistatice  and  sympathy 
given  them^  however,  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Loudon  valley.  General  Merritt,  with  two  bri- 
gades of  cavalry,  was  directed  to  proceed  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  1864,  to  that 
valley,  under  the  following  instructions : 

HiADQUAxms  ICiDmji  MniriBT  Dmsiox  I 
November  27,  IWi.     f 

Brevet    Major-Oeneral    Wesley   Merritt,  com- 

maturing  First  Ccxocdry  Division, 

General — ^You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed 
to-morrow  morning  at.  seven  o'clock  with  the 
two  brigades  of  your  division  now  in  camp  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  via  Ashby*s  gap, 
and  operate  against  the  guerillas  in  the  district 
of  country  bounded  on  the  south  by  tiie  \\n%  of 
the  Manassas  Chip  railroad  as  far  east  as  White 
Plains,  on  the  east  by  the  Bull  Run  range,  on 
the  west  by  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  Potomac. 

This  section  has  been  the  hot-bed  of  lawless 
bands,  who  have  from  time  to  time  depredated 
upon  small  parties  on  the  line  of  army  communi- 
cations, on  safeguards  left  at  houses,  and  on 
troops.  Their  real  object  is  plunder  and  high- 
way robbery. 

To  clear  the  country  of  these  parties  that  are 
bringing  destruction  upon  the  innocent,  as  well 
as  their  guilty  supporters,  by  their  cowardly 
acts,  yon  will  consume  and  destroy  all  forage 
and  subsistence,  bum  aU  bams  and  mills  and 
their  contents,  and  drive  off  all  stock  in  the 
region,  the  boundaries  of  which  are  above  de- 


scribed. This  order  must  be  literally  executed, 
bearing  in  mind,  however,  that  no  dw^ings  ire 
to  be  burned,  and  that  no  x>er80Dal  violence  be 
offered  the  citizens. 

The  ultimate  results  of  the  guerilla  sjBteiB 
of  warfare  is  the  total  destruction  of  all  private 
rights  in  the  country  occupied  by  sueh  parties. 
This  destruction  may  as  well  commence  at  once, 
and  the  responsibility  of  it  must  rest  upon  the 
authorities  at  Richmond,  who  hare  acknowl- 
edged the  legitimacy  of  guerilla  bands. 

The  iiyjiry  done  this  army  by  them  is  very 
slight    The  injurv  they  have  inflicted  upon  ^ 

Eeople.  and  upon  the  rebel  army,  may  be  counted 
y  millions. 

The  reserve  brigade  of  your  division  will 
move  to  Snickers ville  on  the  twenty-nintfa. 
Snickersville  should  be  your  point  of  coDcen- 
tration,  and  the  point  from  which  you  should 
operate  in  destroying  towards  the  Potomac. 

Four  days'  subsistance  will  be  taken  by  the 
command.  Forage  can  be  gathered  from  th« 
country  through  which  you  pass. 

You  will  return  to  your  present  camp  at  Snick- 
ersville on  the  fifth  day. 
By  command  of  Major-General  P.  H.Shibi- 

DAN. 

Jamm  W.  Fobstth. 
LlaateiuuiU>>loMl  waA  ChioCaraift 

On  December  nineteenth  General  Twbert, 
with  Merritt  and  Powell's  division,  was  pushed 
through  Chester  gap  to  strike  the  yirrinia 
Centrsd  railroad  at  Charlottesville  or  Gordons 
ville.  An  engagement  took  place,  in  which  two 
pieces  of  artUlory  were  captured,  but  failing  to 
gain  Gordonsville,  or  strike  the  r^lroad,  he 
returned  to  Winchester,  via  Warronton. 

Custer,  with  his  division,  was  at  the  same 
time  pushed  up  the  valley  to  make  a  diveruoo 
in  favor  of  Torbert ;  but  encountering  the  enemj 
near  Harrisonburg,  who  attacked  his  camp  at 
daylight  on  the  ensuing  day,  he  was  obliged, 
in  consequence  of  superior  force,  to  retire. 

The  weaUier  was  so  intensely  oold  durinfif 
these  raids  that  horses  and  men  suffered  meet 
severely,  and  many  of  the  latter  were  badly 
frost-bitten. 

On  the  fifth  of  February,  Harry  Gilmore,who 
appeared  to  be  the  last  link  between  Maryhnd 
and  the  Confederacy,  and  whose  person  I  desired 
in  order  that  this  link  mieht  be  severed,  was 
made  prisoner  near  Moorfiefd,  his  capture  being 
very  skilfully  made  by  Colonel  Young,  my  chia 
of  scouts,  and  a  party  under  Lieutenant  Colmiel 
Whittaker,  First  Connecticut  cavalry,  sent  to 
support  him. 

Gilmore  and  Mosby  carried  on  the  same  s^ 
of  warfare,  running  trains  off  rail  ways,  robbipg 
the  passengers,  &c. 

In  closing  this  report  it  gives  me  ereat  pleas- 
ure to  speaK  of  the  skill,  enei|^^,  and  gailan^ 
displayed  by  my  corps  and  division  command- 
ers, and  I  tadce  this  opportunity  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  assistance  given  me  by  them  at  all 
times. 
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To  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  so  cheerful- 
ly on  all  occasions  eave  me  their  valuable  as- 
gistance,  who  so  industriously  labored  to  exe- 
cute every  duty  promptly,  and  who  always  be- 
haved with  gallantry,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks. 
They  all  joined  with  me  in  the  deep  grief-  felt 
at  die  loss  sustained  by  the  army,  and  the 
friendly  ties  broken  by  the  death  of  their  fellow 
staff  officers,  Colonel  ToUes,  Chief  Quartermas- 
ter, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Ohlenschlaeger,  Med- 
ical Inspector,  who  were  killed  while  on  their 
way  from  Martinsburg  to  Cedar  creek,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1664,  and  in  that  of  the  death  of  the  gallant 
Lieutenant  Meigs,  my  Chief  Engineer,  who  was 
killed  while  examining  and  mapping  the  country 
Dear  Bridgewater  just  above  Q^irrisonburg.  This 

oung  officer  was  endeared  to  me  on  account  of 
lis  invaluable  knowledge  of  the  country,  his 
rapid  sketching,  his  great  intelligence,  and  his 
manly  and  soldierly  qualities. 

I  would  also  here  especially  mention  the  loss 
of  two  of  my  most  efficient  staff  officers,  Lieu- 
tenant^lonels  Kellogg  and  O'Keefe,  both  of 
whom  died,  after  having  passed  through  the 
dangers  and  privations  of  3'ears  of  warfare  ;  the 
former  of  fever  conseouent  upon  excessive  labor 
during  the  campaign  irom  Petersburg  to  Appo- 
mattox, the  latter  from  wounds  received  at  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks. 

The  report  of  the  march  from  Winchester  to 
Petersburg,  to  engage  in  the  final  campaign,  has 
heretofore  been  furmshed,  but  I  consider  it,  in 
&ct,a8equel  to  this. 

I  attach  hereto  a  abstract  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  captured  from  llie  enemy 
during  the  campai^  (the  one  hundred  and  one 
piecesof  artillery  being  exclusive  t)f  the  twen- 
ty-four pieces  recaptured  in  the  afternoon  at 
Cedar  creek),  also  a  detailed  report  of  my  casu- 
alties, whicn  are  in  aggregate  as  follows : 

KiDed,  1,938;  wounded,  11^93;  missing, 
3,121;  total,  16,952. 

"Hie  recoitls  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  Middle 
Military  Division,  show  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand prisoners  (as  per  annexed  certificate)  to 
have  been  receivea  by  him,  and  receipts  are 
among  the  records  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant^ 
trenend,  Middle  Military  Division,  for  forty- 
nine  hatde  flags,  forwarded  to  the  Honorable 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

P.  H.  Shebidak, 
t  lfiV|or-G«ikeral  U.  S.  A. 

HSADQCAKISBS  JS  TBM  FiXXJ),  \ 

IfOKOGAOT  Bsaxm,  Ma ,  August  5, 1864.     j 

^f<^or^Qenerai   D,  Himter,  commanding   Be- 

partmeiU  West  Virginia. 

Okkkral — Concentrate  all  your  available 
Jirces  without  delay  in  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
'onpr,  leaving  only  such  railroad  guards  and 
gamaons  for  public  properly  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

Use  in  this  concenlzation  theraikoad,  if  by  so 


doing  time  can  be  saved.  From  Harper's  Fer- 
ry, if  it  is  found  that  the  enemy  has  moved 
north  of  the  Potomac  in  great  force,  push  north 
foUowii^  and  attacking  him  wherever  found ; 
following  him,  if  driven  south  of  the  Potomac, 
as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  If  it  is 
ascertamed  the  enemy  has  but  a  small  force 
north  of  the  Potomac,  then  push  south 
with  the  main  force,  detaiKng,  under  a  compe- 
tent commander,  a  sufficient  lorce  to  look  after 
the  raiders,  and  drive  them  to  their  homes. 

In  detailing  such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cav- 
alrv  now  en  rotUe  from  Washington  via  Rocks- 
ville  may  be  taken  into  account 

There  are  now  on  the  way  to  join  you  three 
otjier  brigades  of  the  best  cavalry,  numbering 
at  least  five  thousand  men  and  horses.  These 
will  be  instructed,  in  the  absence  of  further 
orders,  to  join  you  by  the  south  side  of  the  Po- 
tomac. One  brigade  will  probably  start  to- 
morrow. 

In  pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  valley,  as  it  is 
expected  you  will  have  to  go  first  or  last,  it  is 
desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  invite 
the  enemy  to  return.  Take  aU  provisions,  for- 
age, and  stock  wanted  for  the  use  of  your  com- 
mand. Such  as  cannot  be  consumed,  destroy. 
It  is  not  desirable  that  buildings  should  be  de- 
stroyed, they  should  rather  be  protected,  but  the 
people  should  be  informed  that  so  long  as  an 
enemy  can  subsist  among  them,  recurrences  of 
these  raids  must  be  expected,  and  we  are  de- 
termined to  stop  them  at  all  hazards. 

Bear  in  mind  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemv 
south,  and  to  do  this  you  want  to  keep  him  al- 
ways in  sight  Be  guided  in  your  course  by 
the  course  he  taked.  Make  your  own  arrange- 
ments for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving  regular 
vouchers  for  such  as  may  be  taken  from  loyal 
citizens. 

Very  respectfully, 

U.  S.  Gbant, 

lieateiiaat  Geaeral. 

Official: 

T.  W.  C.  MooRB, 

,  A.  A.  G. 

HiAOQCAitRRS  MnirABT  DiTisiow  or  niB  QXJtff) 

OmcB  or  TBI  Chdv  ^oxal  OpnoBR,     > 

N>w  ObuuhBjLa.,  November  18, 1866.    ) 

Maiar-Oenercd  P.  E.  Sheridan,  U.  S,  Army. 

General — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  number  of  Confederate  prisoner^  received 
by  the  forces  nnder  your  command  from  August 
first,  1864,  to  March  first,  1865,  was  about  thir- 
teen thousand  The  names  of  nearly  that  nimi- 
ber  are  recorded  on  the  books  recently  used  in 
the  office  of  the  Provost-Marshal  General,  Mid- 
dle Military  Division. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  Parsons, 
L&te  Provoet-lCarshal  General, 
Middle  Military  Diyfaiioiu 

Official: 

T.  W.  a  MooRi, 

Asflstant  A<IUatanM3eo0na. 
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Abstract  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  captured  from  the  enemuhy  the  United  States  Forces 
commanded  by  Mqjor-C^eneral  F,  E.  Sheridan,  Campaign  of  the  Shenandoah  VaBey,  Vtrginia, 
1664. 


Wbkhbabout 
or 
CipniBKD  Ordbihoi 

OBBXASrCl  SlOBII. 


Washuigioa  Arsenal, 


Alleghany  Arsenal. 

Harper's  Ferry  Depot 

Dupont's  Battery. ... 

Beissned  to  Batteries 
In  Hid.  Mil  Div. 
by  the  Ordnance 
Department. ... 


TasAL, 


DlXB 

or 
Bioin% 


Optober  10. 
26. 
2J.  . 
November?. 
•^    "         14... 
17... 
18. 
December  81 
Various  times.. 
Angost  20. . . . 
December  28. 
October  10, 
Varioos   timee 
between  Sop. 
1,  1864,  and 
Jan.  1, 1865. 


24 


88  85 


128  2 


44 

1486 


84 

mi 


1580  U61 


1038 


1682 


207  407 


207 


1184 


i4as 


4011118*: «: 


BsAuqxuaanam.  UshoM  Muxast  Dmaiar, 
JanouT  7, 18«. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  cq>tared  by 
Major-General  Sheridan,  and  turned  over  to  the  Ordnance  Department  for  reissue,  np  to  the  first 
day  of  January,  1865.  Geo.  W.  McKeb, 


Official  Cop^ 


First  Uentedant  Ordnance,  U.  SL  A^ 

Chief  Ordnanoe  OOlcar,  Ifid.  IGL  Dir. 


W.  C.  Moore. 

A.  A.G. 


List  of  Casualties  in  the  United  States  Forces  commanded  by  Mqfor-Otneral  P.  3.  Sheridan,  Cam- 
paign in  the  Shenandodk  VaUey,  Virginia^  1864. 


CoKiLun). 

Baitul 

DAtB. 

WOtrSTDD. 

MiaBne. 

.»-. 

Opeqoan 

September  19 

22 

October  10 

218 
24 
266 

88 

1,424 

210 

1,660 

666 

48 
8 

»4 

11 

""tSt 

Fisher's  Hill. 

Cedar  Creek 

9fU 

engagemtfitA . . 

TB 

total 

678 

8,966 

869 

4,^ 

Nineteenth  Army  Corps .... 

Opeqnan 

September  10 

22 

October  19 

276 
U 
348 

67 

1,2^ 

1,862 

446 

468 
2 

SOS 

18 

l,tU 

Fisher's  Hill 

^W 

Cedar  Creole 

t,483 

Beconnoissanoes  and  minor 

5I< 

l^tal 

686 

8^073 

1,361 

5,19 

Army  of  West  Virginia. . . . 

Cedar  Creole 

October  10 

106 
46 

150 

840 
•   968 

889 

8 
638 

06 

US 
SB 

* 

engagements 

1J8J 

Ttotal 

801 

1,947 

637 

if» 
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COMMIXD. 

BatHje 

Daxi. 

WOUMDID. 

Mnscro. 

AOQSIGin. 

OMltf  0«ek 

October  19 

19 

91 

Wi- 

231 

Cknlry 

Opeqian 

September  10 

October  9 

65 
0 
25 

855 

267 
48 
139 

2,863 

109 
'50 
487 

441 

Tom's  Creeici 

57 

CMarOrMk  4... .,.......,» 

«       10 ;.... 

214 

Tvrenty-slx    other    engage- 
ments  

3,205 

Tbial...^.. 

464 

2,817 

646 

8,917 

Giutn  Total 

1^ 

11,898 

8,121 

16,052 

Official: 
T.  W 

• 

C.  MOOBB, 

A.  A.  G 

f 

Report  of  Property  Captured  and  Destroyed  "from  the  Enemy^  by  the  Middle  MUitary  Division,  Major- 
General  P.  H.  Sheridan  commanding,  during  the  campaign  commencing  August  10,  1864,  and 
ending  November  16, 1864. 


I 


M89 

I 


S 

U2 


2;  -^ps, 


28/)00 


181 


187 


1,184 


1,040 


40 


i 


19,280 


I 


1,061,000 


8,772 


545 


i 


1,  8   1 


1,200 


^ 
S 


436,902 


20,000 


77,176 


874 


20,307 


450 


10,918 


12,000 


15,000 


12,000 


10,000 


947 


2,500 


1,665 


PBIBOirBBSt 
HOT  IMOLUDDia 

WOUVDSD, 
"CaPTTBH)." 


COMD. 


E.M. 


7,707 


Aao. 


7,983 


Report  of  Property  ^  Lost  by  Capture,^*  by  the  Middle  MUitary  Division,  dwing  the  campaign  com- 
mmced  April  10,  and  ending  November  18, 1864. 


19 


I 


None. 


16 


460 


86 


48 


726 


626 


None. 


1,849 


1,200 


6 


859 


664 


Hkasquasikbs,  HroiyLB  HaiTABr  Diyisi05) 
Hmjol  KcfOtnowir,  Va.,  Novembelr  28, 1864. ) 

Most  of  the  articles  under  the  heading  **  Lost  by  Capture,"  were  recaptured  subsequentlj 
The  24  pieces  of  artillery  were  cdl  recaptured. 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 

MJOor-Oen.rtl  CT  a  A. ,  GommandJog. 
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REBELLION    RECORD,    186^-65. 


GENEEIAL  TORBEBTS  REPORT. 

Hbadquaiokrs,  Catwr  aw  Catairt,  \ 
MiDDUB  Mjutabt  Dn'ISION.        J 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  July,  1864, 
I  received  an  order  to  march  the  First  division 
of  cavalry,  which  I  was  then  commanding,  and 
which  was  at  that  time  encamped  near  Lee's 
Mills,  Prince  George  county,  Virginia,  to  City 
Point,  for  the  purpose  o^emt«rking  it  for  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

The  division  moved  according  to  orders,  and 
commenced  to  embark  on  the  night  of  the 
tiiirty-iirsi  It  was  concentrated  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  Virginia,  by  the  night  of  the  ninth  of 
August  foUowing. 

On  my  arrival  at  Haiper's  Fen^,  Virginia, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth  of  August,  I 
reported  in  person  at  once  to  Major-General 
Sheridan,  who  was  then  commanding  the  Mid- 
dle Mib'tary  Division,  and  was  appointed  Chief 
of  Cavalry  for  that  division,  which  command 
consisted  (organized  troops  for  the  field)  of 
the  First  oivision  of  cavalry  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  General  Merritt  commanding; 
Second  division  West  Virginia  cavalry,  Gen- 
eral Averell  commanding;  and  First  division 
West  Virginia  cavalry,  Brigadier-General  Duffie 
commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Averell's  division  was  then 
at  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Brigadier'-General 
Duffie*s  at  Hancock,  Maryland.  Both  of  these 
divisions  were  ordered  to  join  the  army  by  the 
shortest  practicable  route. 

At  this  time  a  brigade  was  formed,  consisting 
of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania,  Cole's  cavalry,  and  a  detachment 
of  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  cavahy,  and 
placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Lowell,  Sec- 
ond Massachusetts  cavalry,  and  assigned  to  the 
First  division  as  the  Third  brigade. 

I  left  Hsuper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  August  tenth, 
with  the  First  division  cavalry  (General  Merritt 
commanding)  on  the  advance. 

Arriving  at  Charleston,  Virginia,  the  Reserve 
First  and  Second  brigades  took  the  direct  road 
»to  Berry  ville,  Virginia ;  the  Third  brigade  was 
sent  to  Summit  Point,  Vii^inia,  thus  placing  it 
on  the  right  of  the  army,  and  the  Reserve  First 
and  Second  brigades  on  the  left. 

Arriving  at  Berry  ville,  a  reconnoissance  was 
sent  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  as  far  as 
the  Opequan  creek,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets 
across  the  creek.  The  main  body  took  the  Ber- 
xyville  and  Millwood  pike  as  far  as  the  Stone 
Chapel,  about  three  miles,  and  turned  to  the 
right  to  go  over  to  the  Millwood  and  Winches- 
ter pike.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  latter  pike 
the  enemy's  cavalry  was  met  in  pretty  strong 
force;  they  were  immediately  engaged  and 
driven  from  the  field.  The  command  then  went 
into  camp  in  the  neighborhood  for  the  night 

At  daylight  the  next  day  (eleventh),  the  Re- 
serve First  and  Second  brigades  moved  on  the 
Millwood  and  Winchester  pike  to  the  Opequan 
creek.  From  this  point  the  First  brigade  (Brig- 
adier-Croneral  Custer)  was  sent  in  the  direction 


of  Winchester,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry 
abont  three  miles,  and  within  two  miles  of  the 
town,  on  their  infantry  lines,  and  remained  in 
that  position  until  the  arrival  of  ^  our  inlantiy  at 
the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike,  near  the 
Opequan  creek. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Reserve  and  Second  bri- 
gades (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  moved  roimd 
still  further  to  the  left,  to  get  ^ossessioo  of  the 
Front  Royal  and  Winchester  pike.  Aboma 
mile  from  the  pike  they  met  the  enemy's  civ- 
alry  in  force,  with  artillery.  Brigadier-Genenl 
Merritt  immediately  engaged  them,  and,  after  a 
severe  fight,  he  drove  tibem  across  the  pike  and 
three  mues  back  in  the  direction  of  Newton, 
Virginia,  on  the  Valley  pike.  In  the  mean  time 
the  First  brigade  (Brigadier-Greneral  Coster)  was 
brought  up.  and  the  whole  division  was  ad- 
vanced in  the  direction  of  Newton.  Advancing 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  they  were  opposed  by 
a  strong  force ;  not  being  able  to  tell  whether 
they  were  dismounted  cavalry  or  infantry,  an 
attack  was  ordered,  the  attacking  parfy  b^ng 
dismounted. 

After  a  very  severe  fight,  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  his  first  position. 

By  prisoners  bein^  captured  we  learned  tbat 
it  was  Gordon's  division  of  infantry,  the  r&ir- 
guard  of  Major-General  Early's  ^rmy.  The  at- 
tack was  immediately  suspended,  and  our  force 
fell  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half  and  went  into 
camp,  it  being  now  after  dark. 

About  tbiB  time  the  Third  brigade  (Colonel 
Lowell),  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment, 
joined  us  from  the  I'ight  of  the  army. 

On  the  next  morning  (twelfth)  the  cavalry 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Newton,  the  Third 
brigade  (Colonel  LoweU)  in  advance. 

Airiving  at  Newton,  on  the  Strasbnrg  and 
Winchester  pike,  the  Third,  Firsts  and  Roervc 
brigades  moved  in  the  direction  of  Strasbure. 

The  Second  brigade  (Brevet  Brigadier-(M- 
eral  Devin)  moved  west,  in  the  direction  of 
Fawcet's  gap,  and  then  toward  Cedar  creek,  on 
the  back  road,  about  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  main  pike. 

These  columns  moved  steadily  alone  toward 
Cedar  creek,  Virginia,  skirmishing  slightly  widi 
the  eneoiy.  Arriving  at  Cedar  cre^  on  tlie 
Valley  pike,  the  Third  brigade  (Colonel  Lowdl) 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  acrose,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  other  side,  and  held  this  position 
until  relieved  by  our  infantry  during  the  same 
afternoon.  The  oommand  then  went  into  posi- 
tion as  foUows  for  the  night :  the  First  brigade 
(Brigadier-General  Custer)  on  the  left  of  tbe 
pike,  picketing  the  Shenandoah  river  and  watch- 
ing the  left ;  &e  Third  and  Reserve  brigades  on 
the  right  of  the  pike,  picketing  Cedar  mA  and 
watching  the  right 

Just  filter  dark  the  Second  brigade  (Bnni 
Brigadier-General  Devin  arrived  from  the  bad 
road  and  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  Val- 
ley pike,  in  rear  of  the  First  brigade. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  First,  Second,  l^ird, 
and   Reserve  brigades  moved  to    tbe  righ^ 
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croBSiDg  Cedar  creek  about  a  mile  from  the  Val- 
kj  pike,  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Stra»- 
burg,  in  two  columns. 

After  remaining  in  front  of  Strasbnrg,  id  rear 
of  the  infantry  skirmiBh  line,  a  short  time,  the 
command  recrossed  Cedar  creek  and  went  into 
its  former  position. 

At  daylight  on  the  fourteenth  the  Second 
brigade  moved  off  to  the  left  on  to  the  Front 
Royal  and  Winchester  pike,  at  Cedarville,  about 
seven  miles,  and  two  miles  from  the  Shenandoah 
river,  for  the,  purpose  of  watching  tiie  Luray 
vaDey. 

The  same  day  the  Third  brigade  (Colonel 
Lowell)  moved  off  to  the  right,  on  the  back 
road,  where  it  crossed  Cedar  creek. 

On  the  fifteenth  Brigadier-Greneral  Duffie  re- 
ported to  me  with  his  division,  about  nine  hun- 
dred strong,  and  was  ordered  to  Berryville. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  also  reported  the 
arrival  of  his  division  at  Martinsburg,  and  was 
ordered  to  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  Brigadier^ 
Gtneral  Merritt,  with  the  First  and  B&serve 
brigades,  moved  over  to  the  Front  Royal  and 
Winchester  pike,  posting  the  Reserve  brigade 
at  Stony  Point,  about  three  miles  north  of  Cedar- 
ville,  and  the  First  brigade  at  CedarviUe.  One 
regiment  of  the  Third  brigade  was  left  at  the 
(tossing  of  Cedar  creek,  on  the  Valley  pike. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth  the  pickets 
of  the  First  and  Second  brigades  were  attacked 
near  the  Shenandoah  river,  by  two  brigades  of 
infantry  of  Kershaw's  division  and  Wickham's 
brigade  of  cavalry,  supported  by  three  pieces 
of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Merritt  moved  out  with  the 
First  and  Second  brigades  to  meet  the  attack, 
and  after  a  severe  engagement  totally  routed  the 
enemy  and  drove  them  back  across  the  Shenan- 
doah river,  killmg  and  wounding  about  three 
hundred  men,  capturing  nearly  three  hundred 
prisoners  and  two  infantry  battle  flags,  with  a 
loss  on  our  side  of  but  sixty  men. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  givei\to  Brigadier- 
Generars  Merritt  Caster,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Devin  for  their  good  j lodgment  and 
gallantry  displayed  on  this  occasion — for  with 
two  brigades  of  cavalry  they  defeated  two 
brigades  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  with  a 
loss  on  our  side  of  bat  sixty  men. . 

Orders  were  iflsaed  this  day  for  the  cavalry 
to  fall  back  the  next  morning  (the  sixteenth)  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester  ana  Berryville,  with 
directions  to  drive  off  all  stock  and  destroy  all 
foraee  they  were  not  able  to  use,  up  as  far  as 
the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth  the  First 
division  of  cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Merritt) 
fell  back,  moving  in  five  separate  columns,  the 
First  reserve  ana  Second  brigades  concentrating 
at  Berryville,  the  Third  bri^ide  at  Winchester. 

About  eleven  a.  m.  this  day,  the  sixteenth, 
Brigadier-General  Wilson,  with  the  Third 
division  of  cavalry  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 


mac, reported  to  me  at  Winchester,  having 
been  ordered  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  via 
Washington  and  Ashby's  gap. 

The  infantry  having  left  Winchester  that 
morning,  and  being  ordered  to  cover  the  rear,  I 
placed  Brigadier-Greneral  WUson's  division  (the 
Thu-d)  in  position  for  that  purpose  in  the  hiUs 
south  of  Winchester,  also  one  brigade  of  in- 
fantry (seven  hundred  muskets),  the  First 
brigade  of  the  First  division,  Sixtn  corps,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  William  H.  Penrose,  Fif- 
teenth New  Jers^  volunteers,  which  had  been 
ordered  to  report  to  me  that  morning.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing followed  up,  attacked  the  pickets  of  *  the 
Third  brigade.  First  division  (Colonel  Lowell), 
which  Was  concentrating  at  Winchester;  that 
brigade  was  then  drawn  in  and  placed  on  the 
left,  to  cover  the  Berryville  and  Winchester 
pike.  Skirmishing  soon  became  eeneral,  the 
enemy  apparently  m  strone  force ;  it  was  some 
time  before  it  could  be  defijiitely  determined 
whether  the  enemy  had  cavalry  only,  or  both 
cavalry  and  infantry. 

The  engagement  became  pretty  general,  and  I 
learned  I  was  fighting  Breckenridee^s  corps — 
the  advance  of  the  rebel  army.  It  was  now 
about  dark  and  I  immediately  niade  dispositions 
to  withdraw,  ordering  the  Third  brigade.  First 
division  (Colonel  Lowell),  to  fall  be^k  to  the 
C^equan  creek,  on  the  WiUohester  and  Berry- 
ville pike. 

The  Second  brigade.  Third  division  (Brig- 
adier-General Chapinan|,  was  ordered  to  move 
through  the  town  ana  take  position  on  the 
opposite  side ;  just  as  the  infantry  and  the  First 
brigade,  Third  division  (Brigadier-General  Mc- 
intosh) was  about  to  withdraw,  the  enemy  made 
a  charge  on  the  whole  line,  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  about  two  hundred  of  the  infantrv 
and  fifty  of  the  cavalry.  The  artillery,  which 
was  admirably  served,  and  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment with  a  plentiful  use  of  canister,  checked 
the  enemy's  advance,  and  gave  us  time  to  with- 
draw in  good  order.  The  whole  command  was 
withdrawn  to  the  opposite  side  of  Winchester, 
and  formed  to  await  a  further  advance  of  the 
enemy  and  for  our  trains  to  get  to  the  rear. 

About  nine  p.  m.  we  commenced  to  fall  back 
to  Summit  Point.  At  this  time  orders  were 
sent  to  Brigadier-Greneral  Averell  to  move  in  the 
direction  of  Charlestown.  Orders  were  after- 
terwards  sent  him  b^  Major-General  Sheridan 
to  move  in  the  direction  of  Shepherdstown  and 
cover  the  fords  across  the  Potomac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  Third 
division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  arrived  at 
Summit  Point  and  took  position  on  the  right  of 
the  infantry,  and  watching  the  country  well  to 
his  front,  and  connecting  with  Brigflwiier-Gen- 
eral  Averell  on  his  ri^t  in  the  vicinity  of 
Smithfield.  The  First  division  (Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Merritt)  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Berryville, 
covering  the  country  from  the  Opequan  creek 
to  Snicker's  gap. 
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The  Firet  division  West  Virginia  cavalry 
(Brigadier-General  Daffie)  was  ordered  to 
Charlestown. 

On  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  the  main 
body  of  the  cavalry  remained  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  that  of  the  eighteenth. 

On  the  twenty-first  the  rebel  army  advanced 
in  tiiree  columns  by  Smithfield,  Smnmit  Point, 
and  Berryville  on  our  army,  concentrated 
about  Charlestown,  Virginia. 

The  First  division,  West  Virginia  cavahry 
(Brigadier-General  DuflBe)  was  ordeted  out 
across  the  Charlestown  and  Leetown  road  on 
the  right  of  the  infantry. 

The  First  and  Third  divisions  of  cavalry 
(Brigadier-Grenerals  Merritt  and  Wilson)  were 
ordered  to  fSall  back  slowly  as  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry columns  advanced,  and  pass  to  the  right 
of  the  army,  where  they  were  massed,  except 
the  Third  brigade,  First  division  (Colonel 
Lowell),  which  was  posted  on  the  left  and  front 
The  army  fell  back  to  Halltown,  Virginia,  that 
night  (the  twenty-first),  and  the  cavahry  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  the  next  morning. 

£^ly  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second 
the  enemy  advanced  rapidly  with  strong  in- 
fantry skirmishers,  and  were  held  in  check  by 
the  First  division,  West  Virginia  cavab-y 
(Brigadier-General  DufiBe),  the  Third  brigade, 
First  division  (Colonel  Lowell),  and  part  ot  the 
Third  division  (Brigadier-Gkneral  Wilsonj,  until 
the  First  division  /Brigadier-General  Merritt) 
could  withdraw  in  tne  direction  of  Shepherds- 
town,  and  the  trains  withdraw  to  th^  rear. 
The  First  division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt) 
marched  direct  to  Shepherdstown,  the  Third 
division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  fell  back  to 
Halltown,  Virginia,  taking  position  on  the  r^ht 
of  ttie  infantry.  The  First  division,  West  Vir- 
ginia cavahry  (Brigadier-General  Duffie),  moved 
to  Point  of  Rocks,  Maryland,  crossing  the  Poto- 
mac via  BEarper's  Ferry,  Virginia .  The  Third 
bri^de,  First  division  (Colonel  Lowell),  fell  back 
to  Halltown  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
infantry. 

The  Second  division,  West  Virginia  cavalry 

? Brigadier-General  Averell),  was  now  across  the 
otomac  river,  his  main  force  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fair  Play,  Maryland,  and  watching  the  fords 
on  the  upper  Potomaa 

On  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-four^  the 
cavalry  remained  in  the  same  position  as  on  the 
twenty-«econd. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  I  marched 
the  First  and  Tmrd  divisions  of  cavahry  (Brig- 
adier-Generals Merritt  and  WDson)  to  Keameys- 
ville  by  two  routes,  making  the  junction  half  a 
mile  from  Keameysville — uom  there  proceeded 
in  the  direction  of  Leetown  in  two  columns. 
The  First  division  (Brigadier-General  Mer- 
ritt) on  the  right,  and  the  Third  division  (Brig- 
adier-General Wilsonj  on  the  left  About  amile 
firom  Leetown  a  small  cavalry  force  Was  met  in 
a  heavv  woods,  and  from  all  the  information  that 
could  .be  obtained,  went  to  show  that  nothing 
but  cavalry  was  in  our  front,  and  disposition 


was  immediately  made  to  attack.  A  brigade 
was  sent  on  each  flank,  two  to  attack  in  frcmt, 
and  one  held  in  reserve.  Soon  after  the  attack 
was  commenced  it  was  found  that  we  were 
fighting  infantry  (a  division  of  Breckenridge't 
corps),  while  on  the  march  in  the  direction  of 
Shepherdstown,  Virginia. 

The  attack  was  so  sudden  and  vigorous  the 
division  was  thrown  in  complete  comnsion  and 
back  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

ITie  enemy  lost  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
killed  and  wounded,  together  with  one  brigade 
commander. 

I  then  concluded  to  fall  back,  which  was  done 
in  good  order — ^the  Third  division  (Brigadier- 
General  WOson)  taking  tiieroad  from  Keameys- 
ville, via  Duffield  station,  to  the  right  of  Sie 
army,  the  First  division  (Brigadier-General  Mer- 
ritt) taking  the  direct  road  to  Shepherdstown, 
Vii^inia,  the  enemy  following  up  the  ht^ 
column  with  infantry  and  artillery.  Near  Siep- 
herdstown  the  First  brigade  rBrigadier-Geoeral 
Custer)  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  a  raiment  of 
tiie  Reserve  brigade  which  was  the  rear  goard, 
and  which  was  about  to  be  cut  off  from  the 
main  body.  Soon  after  this  brigade  was  cut  off 
from  the  main  force  and  they  quietly  withdrew 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  riv^,  via  Shep- 
herdstown ford,  and  covered  that  and  the  Antie- 
tam  ford;  the  balance  of  the  First  divisioa 
(Brigadier-Greneral  Merritt)  fell  bac^  and  took 
position  on  the  right  of  the  army. 

On  the  night  of  the  same  day  (twenty-fif)h) 
the  Third  division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson) 
was  sent  across  the  Potomac  river,  ma  Harper's 
Ferry,  Virginia,  and  took  position  in  the  vicmity 
of  Boonsboro,  Maryland. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  the  cavalry  remained  m 
the  same  position  as  on  that  of  the  twenty-fifOi 
instant 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  First  New  York 
Lincoln  cavalry  was  ordered  from  Brigadier- 
General  Duffie's  division  to  Bri^adier-Generd 
Averell's  division,  and  tl^e  Twelfth  PeuMylva- 
,nia  cavalry  in  the  same  division  was  ordered  to 
report,  temporarily,  to  Brigadier-Gknend  Ste- 
phenson, at  Harper's  Ferry,  v  iipnia;  the  balance 
of  Brigadier-Geoeral  Duffie's  division  was  dis- 
mounted and  ordered  to  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
to  remount,  their  horses  being  turned  over  to 
other  commanders. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sevonth,  tiie 
Third  division  (Brigadier-Qeneral  Wilson)  was 
ordered  to  Sharpsburg,  Maryland;  the  same 
day  I  went  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  visit 
the  Second  division,  West  Virginia  cavaliy, 
Brigadier-General  Averell. 

The  next  day  (twenty-eighth),  Brigadier- 
General  Averell's  division  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  Potomac  river  at  WiUiamsport  ford,  and 
move  on  Martinsburg,  Virginia,  the  Third 
division  (Brigadier-Gteneral  Wilson)  to  cross  at 
Shepherdstown  ford,  and  the  First  brigade.  First 
division  (Brigadier-Grenend  Custer),  to  cross  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia. 

The  First  division  (Brigadier-General  M«- 
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ritt)  moved  out  in  the  direction  of  Leetown, 
Ti]]g;iuia,  where  it  met  the  enemy*8  cavalry  in 
force,  and  gallantlj  drove  them  with  the  sabre 
throngh  Smith6eld  and  across  the  Opeanan 
creek,  a  distance  of  five  miles.  The  Third  aivi- 
fiOQ  (Brigadier-Greneral  Wilson)  moved  from 
Shepherdstown  to  Charlestown,  Virginia,  where 
it  took  position  On  the  left  of  the  army. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  the  First  division  (Briga- 
dier-General Merritt)  was  attacked  by  tie  enemy 
in  strong  force  and  driven  back  about  a  mile, 
when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Third  division, 
SixA  corps,  who  tnrned  and  drove  the  enemy 
across  ihe  Opequan  creek.  The  First  division 
(Brigadier-Greneral  Merritt)  then  went  into  camp 
00  the  Smithfield  and  Gharlestown  pike. 

On  this  day  I  h^  to  regret  itie  loss  of  Surgeon 
Rnlison,  my  Medical  Director,  who  was  killed  by 
my  side  by  being  shot  by  a  minnie-ball. 

On  the  thirtieth  the  First  and  Third  divisions 
(Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Wilson)  concen- 
trated at  Berryville,  Virginia.  The  First  divi- 
sion (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  moving  across 
comtry  to  the  Summit  Point  and  Berryville  pike. 
The  Third  division  (Brigadier-Geneiul  Wilson) 
moving  down  the  WinAester  and  Berryville 
pike. 

On  the  thirty-first  Au^t  and  first  of  Sep- 
tember, the  cavalry  remained  in  the  same  posi-* 
tion  in  the  vicinity  of  BerryviUe  as  on  the 
thirtieth  of  August. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  of  September 
the  cavaliy  moved  back  to  Gharlestown,  Vir- 
giniaj^in  two  columns ;  the  First  division  (Briga- 
dier^neral  Merritt)  via  the  Gharlestown  and 
Berryville  pike,  and  the  Third  Division  (Briga- 
dier-General Wilson)  via  Kabletown. 

Its  p.  M.,same  day  the  First  and  Third  divi- 
sions (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Wilson) 
moved  to  Berryville  by  the  Winchester  and  Ber- 
ryville pike. 

The  next  morning  (the  third]  at  daylight,  both 
divirfons  moved  via  Millwooa  and  White  Post 
to  the  Front  Royal  pike,  with  the  expectation  of 
drawing  the  enemy  s  cavahry  from  their  infantry 
lines  by  threatening  their  communications  in  the 
Valley  pike ;  no  opposition  was  made  to  this  ad- 
vance. 

On  the  fourth  the  cavalry  was  ordered  back  to 
Berryville,  moving  back  in  two  columns.  Arriv- 1 
ing  near  Berryville  the  advance  of  the  First  divi- 
sion (Brigadier-Gkneral  Merritt)  was  opjjosed 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry ;  they  were  immediately 
driven  back,  when  the  First  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Merritt)  changed  fronton  ihe  Berryville 
and  Snikersville  pike,  thus  making  connection 
with  the  Third  division  (Brigadier-General  Wil- 
son) which  was  marching  on  our  right,  and  also 
connecting  with  the  left  of  the  army.  ' 

On  the  same  afternoon,  the  First  brigade,  First 
division  (Brigadier-General  Guster),  was  moved 
to  the  right  of  the  army,  joining  the  Third  brigade. 
First  division  (Golonel  Lowell),  in  the  vicinity  of* 
Summit  Point. 

On  the  fifth  the  balance  of  the  First  division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  moved  to  the 


right  of  the  army.  The  cavalry  remained  in  the 
following  position  from  the  fifth  September  to 
the  nineteenth  September : 

The  Third  division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson) 
covering  the  country  from  Snicker's  gap  to  the 
Opequan  creek  on  the  Winchester  and  Berry- 
ville pike. 

The  First  division  (Brigadier-CJeneral  Merritt) 
covering  tiie  country  from  the  latter  point  to 
Smithfield,  Virginia. 

The  Second  divisiop.  West  Virginia  cavahry 
(Brigadier-General  Averell),coverinff  the  country 
rrom  Smithfield  in  the  direction  of  Martinsburg, 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  Potomac  river. 

During  this  time  the  First  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Merritt)  was  reorganized  in  three  bri- 
gades— the  First  brigade  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General Guster,  the  Second  brigade  oy 
Boevet  Brigadier-General  Devin,  and  the  Re- 
serve brigade  by  Golonel  Lowell  of  the  Second 
Massachusetts  cavalry. 

While  the  army  lay  in  this  position  the  cavalry 
was  constantly  active,  annoying  ihe  enemy  by 
forced  reconnoissances  and  otherwise. 

On  the  thirteenth,  the  Second  brigade.  Third* 
division  (Brigadier-General  Mcintosh),  moved 
up  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  in  the 
direction  of  Winchester,  drove  the  enemy's 
cavalry  before  them  three  miles,  and  within  two 
miles  of  Winchester  came  upon  a  regiment  of 
infantry  (the  Eighth  South  Garolina),  and  by  a 
sudden  dash  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  and 
Second  Ohio  regiments,  this  regiment  was 
broken  and  completely  surrounded,  and  the 
whole  regiment  entire,  officers,  men,  and  colors, 
marched  into  camp.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  Brigadier-General  Mcintosh  for  his 
quicc  decision  and  gallantry  on  the  occasion. 

Orders  were  issued  for  the  army  to  move  on 
the  nineteenth  September. 

The  Third  division  (Bri^dier-General  Wil- 
son) moved  on  the  Berr3rville  and  Winchester 
pike,  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  in  advance 
of  the  infantry. 

The  First  division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt) 
moved  on  the  right  to  cross  the  Opequan  creek 
at  Sevres  and  Locke's  fords. 

The  Second  division.  West  Virginia  cavalry 
(Brigadier-G^eneral  Averell),  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  Opequan  creek  and  move  on  the  Winchester 
and  Martinsburg  pike,  in  the  direction  of  Win- 
chester. 

I  remained  on  the  right  in  command  of  these 
two  divisions.  Early  in  the  morning  the  cross- 
ing of  the  First  division  (Brigadier-General  Mer- 
ritt) was  opposed  by  rebel  infantry,  but  the 
cavalry  gallantly  charged  across  the  creek  and 
drove  them  from  tiieir  first  position  back  to  their 
second,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  creek, 
where  the  infantry  held  the  cavalry  in  check  for 
some  time,  they  being  posted  behind  stone  walls 
and  rail  breastworks ;  in  the  mean  time  Brigadier- 
General  Averell  was  steadily  driving  the  enemy's 
cavahr  before  him  in  the  direction  of  Winches- 
ter. BrigBkdier-General  Averell  getting  well  in 
rear  of  the  infantry  force  in  front  of  the  First 
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division  ^Brigadier-General  Merritt),  thejr  com- 
menced to  fall  back,  when  the  First  division 
(Brigadier-General  MerrittJ  advanced  rapidlv 
and  made  a  junction  on  tne  Valley  pike  with 
Brigadier-General  Averell  in  the  vicinity  of  Ste- 
phenson's depot  Both  divisions  immediately 
formed  to  advance  on  Winchester,  Brigadier- 
General  Averell  on  the  right  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Merritt  on  the  left  of  the  Valleypike.  We 
were  now  about  four  miles  from  Winchester ; 
both  divisions  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pell-mell  before  them,  on  and 
behind  their  infantrv,  near  Winchester.  We 
came  square  upon  tlfe  left  flank  of  the  rebel 
army,  now  hotly  engaged  with  the  Federal  forces, 
their  infantry  lines  were  at  once  charged  by 
brigades,  which  Unea  were  broken  and  a  great 
many  prisoners  and  battle  flags  captured. 

This  dav  the  First  division  (Brigadier-General 
Merritt)  alone  captured  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five prisoners,  about  seventy  officers,  seven 
battle-fla^s,  and  two  i>iece8  of  artillery. 

.The  rebel  army  being  driven  through  Win- 
chester, after  dark  the  pursuit  was  stopped,  and 
the  First  and  Third  divisions  (Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Merritt  and  Wilson)  bivouacked  on  the 
Winchester  and  Strasburg  pike,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Averell's  division  on  the  Moor&eld 
pike,  about  three  miles  from  Winchester. 

During  the  day  the  Third  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Wilson)  foiight  gallantly,  doing  won- 
ders, driving  a  division  ol  rebel  infant^  frotn 
different  positions,  and  clearing  the  way  for  our 
infantry  to  form. 

On  tms  occasion  Br^dier-General  Mcintosh, 
commanding  Second  brigade.  Third  division, 
suifered  the  loss  of  a  leg,  and  Brigadier-General 
Chapman,  commanding  First  brigade  of  same 
division,  was  slightly  wounded. 

No  one  could  have  acted  with  more  coolness 
'  and  gallantry  than  did  Brigadier-Generals  Mer- 
ritt, Wilson,  Custer,  Mcintosh,  Chapman,  and 
3reve't  Brigadier-General  Devin  and  Colonel 
LowelL  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  eiven  the 
cavalry  for  the  active  part  they  played  on  this 
memorable  occasion. 

At  daylight  on  the  twentieth  the  army  started 
in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Averell's  division  of  cavafry  moving  on  the 
back  road  to  Cedar  creek,  Brigadier-General 
Merritt's  on  the  valley  pike  to  Cedar  creek,  and 
Brigadier-General  Wilson's  via  Stephensburg 
and  Cedarville  on  the  Front  Royal  pike. 

The  enemy  were  overtaken  posted  in  a  strong 
position  at  Fisher's  Hill,  above  Strasburg,  Vir- 

flnia.    The  infentry  coming  up  relieved   the 
irst  division   (Bngadier-General  Merritt)   in 
front  of  the  enemy,  and  this  division  was  then 

E laced  on  tlie  right  of  the  infantry,  near  Stras- 
urg. 

Brieadier-G^neral  Averell's  division  was 
moved  across  Cedar  creek,  and  placed  on  the 
right  of  Brigadier-General  Merritt's  division  on 
the  back  road. 

The  next  day  (the  twenty-first)  Brigadier- 
General  Wikon,  commanding  Third  division, 


drove  Wickham's  division  of  rebel  cavab-jfrooi 
Front  Royal  back  toward  Luray,  six  miles.  On 
the  same  day  Brigadier-General  Merritt's  divi- 
sion,  with  the  exception  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Devin's  brigade,  which  was  left  at 
Cedar  creek  (in  rear  of  the  m^n  army),  marched 
across  the  north  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  river, 
at  Buckton's  ford,  through  Front  Royal,  and  en- 
camped about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond.  Brig- 
adier-General Wilson  was  now  about  six  miks 
in  advance,  the  enemv  havine  halted  in  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  ^outih  side  of  Goooej 
Kun. 

At  two  A.  M.  the  next  day  (twenty-second)  the 
First  brigade,  First  division  (Brigadier-Genenl 
Custer],  moved  across  the  ford  over  the  Sooth 
fork  of  the  Shenandoah  river,  tear  Front  Roril, 
with  orders  to  move  up  and  recross  the  Sieoan- 
doah  at  McCoy's  ford,  two  milee  in  rear  of  ^ 
enemy's  position ;  the  enemy  fearing,  or  know- 
ing this  move,  commenced  to  evacuate  at  ahoot 
ten  p.  M.  the  previous  night 

At  daylight,  the  twenty-second,  the  balance  d 
the  command  moved  up  the  valley.  About 
eleven  a.  m.  that  day  the  advance  came  upon  the 
enemy  posted  in  a  still  stronger  pjosition  on 
the  south  bank  of  Millford  creek,  their  left  rest* 
ing  on  the  Shenandoah,  which  runs  so  ckse 
under  the  mountain  it  was  impossible  to  turn  it, 
and  their  right  rested  against  a  high  mountain; 
the  length  of  their  line  was  very  short  and  the 
banks  of  the  creek  so  precipitous  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  men  to  get  across  in  order  to  make 
a  direct  attack;  in  addition  to  their  natoraDy 
strong  position,  they  were  posted  behind  loop- 
hole breastworks,  which  extended  clear  across 
the  valley.  Not  knowine  that  the  army  had 
hiade  an  attack  •at  Fishers  Hill,  and  thmkiDC 
that  the  sacrifice  would  be  too  rreat  to  atlick 
without  that  knowledge,  I  condnded  to  with- 
draw to  a  point  opposite  McCoy's  ferry. 

The  next  day,  the  twenty-third,  Brigadier- 
General  Wilson's  division  moved  aoross  at 
McCoy's  ford  and  proceeded  to  Buckton's  ford, 
on  the  north  side  ofthe  Shenandoah.  Brigadier- 
General  Merritt's  division  went  through  Front 
Roval,  crossing  the  Shenandoah,  and  stopping  at 
Cedarville ;  in  the  mean  time  having  a  skirmish 
with  Mosby's  guerillas  at  Front  Royal,  kiUicg 
two  officers  and  nine  men.  About  four  p.  m. 
that  day  news  was  received  of  the  victory  at 
Fisher's  Hill,  and  directions  to  make  up  tiM 
Luray  valley. 

The  Third  division  (Mgsidier-General  Wilson) 
was  ordered  toproceed  inunediately  to  McCoys 
ford  on  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  the  F&at 
division  (Brigadier-Gkneral  Merritt)  to  move  m 
the  Luray  valley  through  Front  Royal  Both 
divisions  bivouacked  near  delight  at  Millford 
creek,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  that  posi- 
tion. 

The  next  morning  at  daylight  (the  twenty- 
fourth)  both  divisions  moved  up  the  valley,  the 
First  division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  in  ad- 
vance. The  advance  came  upon  theenemjin 
position  about  three  miles  from  Luray;  tbej 
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•were  immediatejlj  engaged,  and  by  a  gallant 
dnxge  of  the  First  brigade,  First  division,  led 
hj  Brigadier4}eneral  Gnster,  were  driven  about 
oght  miles  in  the  direction  of  New  Market,  cap- 
tiving  some  seventy  prisoners.  The  command 
passed  tiirongh  Loray,  on  the  pike  leading  to 
New  Market,  crossed  tiie  Shenandoah  river  and 
bivonacked  at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  the  enemy 
having  taken  the  mountain  road  leading  out  of 
the  valley. 

The  next  day  ^twenty-fifth)  at  daylight  passed 
over  the  mountain  and  joined  the  army  at  New 
Market^  issued  forage  and  rations,  and  marched 
to  Harrisonburg  that  day.  In  tue  mean  time 
Brevet  Major-Greneral  Averell  had  been  relieved 
finmi  ^e  command  of  the  Second  divjpion.  West 
Yir^ia  cavalry,  and  Colonel  Powell,  First  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  placed  in  command.  On  arriving 
at  Harrisonburg.  Vb^nia,  I  found  this  division 
on  the  YaUey  pike  about  eight  miles  from  Har- 
risoDburg,  on  the  North  nver.  The  Second 
brigade,  rast  division  (Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Devin),  was  in  the  dn^ction  of  Keselton  and 
Port  Republic 

The  next  day  ^twenty-sixth)  the  Second  divi- 
sion. West  Yirgmia  cavalry  (Colonel  Powell), 
was  ordered  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Staun- 
ton. Brigadier-General  Merritt  with  the  Furst 
brigade.  First  division,  was  ordered  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  Port  Republic  and  join  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Devin's  brigade. 

I 'moved  with  the  Third  oivision,  Brigadier- 
General  Wilson,  and  Reserve  brigade.  First 
division  (Colonel  Lowell),  in  the  direction  of 
Staunton.  Brigadier-General  Custer  havine 
been  assigned  to  the  conmiand  of  i^e  Second 
division.  West  Virginia  cavalry,  he  moved  with 
me  in  order  to  join  his  division ;  Colonel  Powell 
mo  vine  in  the  Valley  pike  turned  oS  to  the  left 
from  that  road,  in  the  direction  of  Piedmont, 
following  the  enemy. 

I  moved  direct  to  Staunton,  capturing  in 
and  about  that  place  the  following  articles, 
viz.: 

Three  hundred  muskets ;  seventy-five  sabres ; 
fifty  cartridge  boxes ;  seventy  sets  horse  equip- 
mentSf  complete;  sixty  rounds  field  ammuni- 
tion ;  two  hundred  sets  harness ;  three  hundred 
saddle-trees;  two  hundred  tents;  sixty-five 
head  beef  cattle ;  twenty-five  wagons ;  five  tons 
Bah;  one  hundred  barrels  flour;  five  hundred 
bales  hay;  one  thousand  bashels  wheat;  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  barrels  hard  bread; 
fifty  boxes  tobacco ;  fifly  horses ;  medical  stores, 
&C. ;  fifty-seven  prisoners. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  started  a  regiment  with 
Briffadier-Geneoral  Custer  to  join  his  command  at 
Piedmont.  At  the  same  time  a  reconnoissance 
in  force  to  Waynesboro  and  Rock  Fish  gap, 
but  heard  nothing  from  the  reconnoissance 
until  the  whole  pafty  returned.  I  immediatelv 
started  th6  whole  force  to  Waynesboro,  which 
place  we  readied,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles, 
just  after  dark,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 

On  the  next  morning  (the  twenty-eighth)  pro- 
ceeded to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  across 
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the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  river,  and 
burnt  the  depot  and  government  buildings. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  attacked  us  in 
strong  force  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery. 
Thev  were  held  in  check  until  after  dark,  when 
on  die  retmn  of  the  re^ment  sent  with  firiga- 
dier-General  Custer,  notifying  me  of  an  attempt 
by  the  enemv  to  cut  me  off  from  the  main  army, 
which  was  then  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  dis- 
tant, I  fell  back  to  Sprmg  Hill,  on  Middle  river, 
on  the  back  road  from  Staunton  to  Harrison- 
burg. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth  marched 
to  Bridgewater,  on  the  North  river.  Left  the 
Third  division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  in 
position  there,  and  sent  the  Reserve  brigade 
jColonel  Lowell),  of  the  First  division,  to  join 
its  division  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cross  Keys. 
In  the  mean  tame  the  Furst  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Merritt)  and  the  Second  division,  WlH 
Virginia  cavalry  (Colonel  Powell),  were  operat- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Brown's  gap  and  Pied- 
mont 

On  the  thirties  the  Second  division.  West 
Virginia  cavalry  (Colonel  Powell),  was  with- 
drawn from  the  front  and  sent  back  to  Harri- 
sonburg, Virginia.  One  brigade  of  the  Third 
division  was  ordered  on  the  Valley  ^ike,  cross- 
ing the  North  river.  On  the  same  day  Briga- 
dier-General Wilson  was  relieved  from  &e  com- 
mand of  the  Third  division,  and  ordered  to 
re^rt  for  duty  to  Major-€reneral  Sherman. 
Brigadier-General  Custer  was  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  Second  division,  West  Virgi- 
nia cavalry,  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Third 
division ;  Colonel  Powell  (First  Virginia  cavalry) 
being  placed  in  command  of  the  Second  division. 
West  Virginia  cavahr. 

On  the  next  day  (October  first)  the  Second 
division.  West  Yirgmia  cavalry  (Colonel  Powell), 
was  ordered  down  the  Luray  valley  to  take 
position  at  Luray,  and  watch  the  country  in 
that  vicinity. 

On  October  second  the  Firat  and  Third  divi- 
sions of  cavahr  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and 
Custer)  were  disposed  on  the  line  of  the  North 
river,  about  seven  miles  in  front  of  the  army. 
About  two  p.  M.  the  enemy  made  a  reconnois- 
sance in  force,  with  infantry,  artillery,  and  Cav- 
alry, and  attempted  to  cross  the  river,  but 
were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  cavalry 
alone. 

October  third,  fourth,  and  fifthw^The  cavalry 
remained  somewhat  in  the  same  position,  send- 
ing reconnoissances  to  Swift  run  and  Brown's 
gKp,  and  all  the  time  skirmishing  with,  the 
enemy. 

October  fifth. — ^Three  hundred  men  of  tlie  Sec* 
ond  division.  West  Virginia  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Major  Farabee  (First  Virginia  cav- 
alry), were  sent  from  Lurav  to  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Rapidan  river,  to  pro- 
ceed from  thence  to  Culpepper,  and  thence  by 
Sperryville  to  Luray. 

He  completely  destroyed  the  bridge.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  officer  in  command  for  the 
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fffompt  and  eoeigeiio  maimer  In  whkh  he  ^mt- 
.sied  out  hie  instniotions. 

October  sixth.—The  First  .and  Third:  divisiDBB 
■of  cavalry  (Brigadier-Gknerale  M^mttand  dm- 
ler)  followed  toe  amnr  down,  the  valley,  tiie 
X'irBt  division  (Brigadier-Gen^  Merritt)  tak- 
im  the  middle  road,  and  utM^piog  at  Timber- 
villa,  the  Third  division  (Brigadier-General 
Coster)  taking  the  back  road  and  camping  for 
Iha  night  in  the  neiA;hlKHfhood  of  Tnrl^own 
and  Brock's  mp.  The  enen^  made  an  attadc 
at  this  point,  bat  were  handsomely  repulsed. 

One  brifinkde  of  Seeond  division,  W^tVir- 

S'nia  cavauy,  came  from  Luraj  through  Mew 
arket  gap,  and  returned  same  night  to  Lurajr. 
October  seventh.— The  First  division  {Briga- 
dier-General Merriit)  continued  its  marai  on, 
the  middle  road,  and  came  into  the  valley  at 
Edinbuigh,  and  camped  for  the  night  aSout 
^fo  miles  south  of  Woodstock. 

continued  its  maKob  on  the  iMtek  i:oad,  and 
camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia  Fumaoe  far 
-the  nighft  The  rear  guard  of  this  column  was 
aU  day.     The  Second  division,  Wetft 


^  iiginia  cavahr  (Colonel  PoweU),  mardied Arom 
Lur^  down  Luray  vall^  to  Millford  creek. 

Octobereighth/--TheFiretdivision<Brigadier- 
General  Mexxitt)  continued  its  inarch  on  ^ihe 
Vallev  pike,  and  stopped  en  Brook  creek.  The 
Third  division  (Brigadier-(}eneral  Caster)  con- 
tinued its  march  on  the  badk  road,  and  camped 
for  the  night  on  Tumbling  run.  The  rear  guard 
of  this  division  was  fighting  or  skirmishing 
during  the  whole  march.  About  four  f.jc  this 
day  Brigadier-General  Merritt,  commanding 
First  division,  sent  one  brigade  back  on  tiie 
pike  to  make  the  enemy  develop  the  force 
which  had  been  following  him  during  the  day, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  sent  two  brigades  to 
attack  the  enemy's  column,  which  had  been  kAr 
lowing  the  Third  division  (Brigadier<iGeneral 
Custer),  and  stepped  their  farther  advance,  and 
at  dark  the  first  division  was  drawn  in,  and 
camped  near  Broolc  creek,  three  miles  sou^  of 
Strasburg. 

The  Scond  division  WestVireinia  cavalry 
/Colonel  Fowefl),  moved  from  MilHord  creek  to 
Front  Royal,  holding  Chester  and 


rhe  next  di^  (the  iiinth)  I  had  received 
orders  from  Major-General  Hheridan  to  start 
Oiit  at  daylight  and  whu>  the  rebel  cavidry,  or 
get  whipped  mysdL  iSfy  oommand  was  dis- 
posed as  follows : 

Brigadier-General  Menitt,  oommancKng  First 
division,  was  in  the  Valley  pike  at  Brook  creek, 
at  the  foot  of  Bound  Top  mountain. 

Brigadier-Genera]  Custer,  commanding  Third 
division,  was  on  the  bade  road  at  Tmnbling 
nm.  These  two  roads,  as  a  general  lh]ng,are 
parallel,  and  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
mUes  apart  Brigadier^knend  Custer  being 
about  six  miles  from  Brook  creek,  was  ordered 
to  cdove  at  daylight  iMok  on  the  bade  road  and 
attack  as  soon  as  met    Brigadier-General  iier* 


ritt  being  near  Bro<^  tveek  and  &e  eaaa^, 
was  directed  to  move  about  sef«i  a.  jl  ow 
brigade  in  the  pike,  and  two  brigades  between 
the  roads,  and  connect  with  Brigadiflr43«Derri 
Cnster  and  the  Inrigade  in  the  pike. 

The  mien^'s  force  was  as  follows:  On  tks 
back  road  undw  General  Bosser  three  brigadss, 
from  three  tiionsand  to  Ihirty-five  hundred  man ; 
on  tiie  pike,  under  Generals  Lomax  and  BnAef 
Johnson,  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  msB. 

Br^adier-Geneial  Custer^  guns  were  heard 
eady  in  the  morning  en  Brook  cremc,  and  Brfi^ 
adier-Genend  MerrStt  moved  to  the  attaok,  atf 
to  make  «  connectioa  witii  Brigadier*6«Benl 
Caster. 

Colonel  Lowell,  commanding  Reserve  brigade. 
First  division,  moved  on  the  pike  asd  attMbsa 
Lomax  and  Jdmsont  the  Fvst  brigade,  Rnt 
division,  moved  on  the  right  io  oonneet  with 
Bdgadier-General  Custer,  and  to  otteek  tin 
enemy  en  iSie  right  floidL ;  the  Second  brkades 
First  di^ian,  moved  in  the  centre.  A&ar  a 
i^paritod  enga^nnent  for  about  two  faoun,  the 
enemy  seeing  that  they  were  being  flanked  and 
severely  pressed  in  fr^t,  gave  way  in  great  con- 
fusion. Which  was  immediate  taken  advantage 
of  by  both  division  commanders.  The  enemy  en- 
deavored to  lal^  several  times,  l>ut  were  mnUB 
to  «taiid  the  desperato  charges  made  l^  ngr 
men,  and  tiiey  were  driven  in  a  perfect  root  €ar 
twenty  mfles ;  the  First  Hivision  (Br%aifier- 
Generu  Merritt)  on  the  pike  pursuiiw  4ieBi 
beyond  Mount  Jackaai ;  the  Third  fivisioa 
(Bdgadier-General  Cost^)  in  the  bade  icad, 
pursuing  them  beyond  Odnn^ia  famaoes. 

The  First  division  <Brigadier-General  Mer- 
ritt) captured  five  pieces  of  artillery  (all  thej 
had  on  tlie  road  except  onei),  thehr  ccdnanoe, 
flBQibi:daQ€B,  and  wagon  trains,  aad  six^  pris- 
oneiB. 

The  Third  division  (Bri^^adieraeneral  Oostaf 
captured  six  pieces  of  artdlery  (all  &ej  had  <» 
the  badcToad),  aU  of  thdr  headquarter  wi^sni^ 
ordnance,  ambulance,  and  wagon  trains.  Tban 
codd  ha^e  hardly  been  a  tnoBe  eompleto  victory 
and  rout  The  cavalry  totally  covered  thm- 
■selves  with  glory,  and  added  to  their  long  M 
of  victories  the  most  brilliant  one  of  tbemal, 
and  the  most  decisive  the  oountry  has  ever  wit> 
joeosed. 

Brigadier«(}en€nils  Merritt  and  Custer,  an! 
Cdonds  Lowell  and  FeBmng^ton,  comsaaadmg 
brigades,  particular]^  distingrahed  themsdves; 
in  taot  no  men  coukl  bave  rendered  moro  vahh 
able  services  and  deserve  higher  hmorB  firoa 
the  hands  of  the  (Government 

My  losses  in  this  Mnraaent  wiU  not  ezoeai 
sixty  killed  and  wounded,  wiiidi  is  i 
wb«i  icompared  witibt  the  resdts. 

The  First  division  ^i^idier^Ghenerd  Meiw 
ritt)  retumedas  far  as  Woodstock,  and  ean^ad 
for  the  n^t 

The  Third  division  ^BrigadiefwGenerdOuBler) 
returned  about  six  mdes  and  caaq>ed  ibr  1km 
mght 

October  tenth,  the  Firatand  Third  divkionB 
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i  Merritt  and  Giwtor), 
uTouDp,  iod  the  captared  property, 
mttothe  pew. 

The  Ssoond  dMekm,  Weet  Yiivhiitt  oaTelkT 
(Ookiiel  P(>well),w»e  ordiered  from  Front  Royal, 
thioogb  Gheete  gap  iD  tb»  Blae  Ridge  to 
8pen7Ti]le,ead  ob&toed  important  infbrmatioB. 

October  eterenth.— The  lirst  and  Third  diti- 
iioM  (Brigadier^aerriB  MeiriU  and  Cotter) 
mofwtik  baok  to  tiie  north  side  of  Cedar  ereek, 
taking  poekion  as  IbDowe :  The  Firet  dhrlMon 
iBMsadWdeoeial  Merritt)  on  the  left  of  the 
■CB7,  and  <he  Third  division  (Brigadfei^Cknmral 
Gaijer)  on  the  right  of  the  annj.  The  Seooad 
divisioD,  Weat  Virginia  oavafay  (Colonel  PoweH), 
B—chii  to  Awua^ifle. 

Ootoher  tfreKth. — I  sent  reoomiounaDoee  fhnn 
tte  JKnt  aad  Third  diviskms  (BHgadierkQen- 
etalB  Mevritiand  Cuter)  np  the  Valley  pike  and 
tha  back^road  far  tea  or  twelve  mflea,  bbt  eoM 
Ittd  na  aigna  of  t^e  enemv. 

Oatobar  thlrteeath<-All  qniei  daring  the  daj 
vUil  abaat  ttp^  p.  hl,  when  die  enemy  advanoed 
a  atauug  ialaatiy  foroa  ift  the  Vall^  pike  and 
conunenoed  an  attack  oa  the  pickets,  at  the 
BMa»  time  they  appeared  ia  strong  caTairy  foree 
OA  oar  right,  oppoaito  the  Third  division  (Brig- 
adier-Cmeral  (lister);  Th^  sacoeeded  in  driv- 
ing part  of  the  oarnlrj  pMets^across  Cedar 
ciaot,  and  advanced  about  a  mile.  Brigadi«> 
Qapainl  Caster  moved  oat  premptlty  and  drove 
Ui^enemnF  baok  asfoas  the  oreek  and  held  that 
liaa*  Whe»  tha  attack  ooamienced.  Brigadier- 
General  Merritt  pal  his  division  (First)  in  the 
laddlai,  and  kh^  te  a»  afternoon  the  First 
division  ^r%adlei-6eneral  Merritt)  was  moved 
oa  tho  nght  of  dM  army  and  to  the  left  of  the 
Third  divnioa  (Irigadier^Oetteral  Caster). 

Oateber  fbdrtaaath.— The  First  and  Third  dl- 
visiona  (Mgadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Caster) 
w«B»  i&  caaqivon  Iba  right  of  the  armr,  covering 
tha  aoaatiy  for  five  or  six  miles  te  the  right  of 
tha  inftatry.  Brigadier-General  Caster  sent  re* 
conDoissancea  o«t  on  tiie  back  road  and  fonnd 
ti»  eaaaaybad  retiwd  to^  the*  line  of  FiiAers 
HnL 

Ootobar  Maaatk^-Remained  in  camp.  AU 
qalat  The  Second  division  (Cblonel  Powell) 
wa(aati&aeay  Front  Royal,  oevering^  the  fine  d 
tba  Sheaaadoah  from  tiie  left  of  tiie  infontrr  to 
beyond  FlFont  ReyaL  iftsr  darit  the  First  divi^ 
siOK  (Brigadtor*(}eneral  MenitQ  waa  ordered  to 
mraa  ta  Front  Royals  The  Second  divMm 
(Colonat  Fowefi)  was  erdeied  to  concentrate  at 
the  same  point*  Both  of  these  divisions  being 
daaigned  m  a  raid  on  CXtaalottesville  and  Oor- 
dciwrflla,  I  moved  to  tha  Shenandoah  near  Front 
Ragp^  hi  tlie  aftsrooe^  to  go  in  command  oftiie 
expodilSon,  which  waa  to  atarionthe  mominr 
of  the*  sislseath.  Doring^  tha  i^t  of  the  flf^ 
tesmih^Iiacalvvd  ordara  sqspeDdwg*  the  expe- 
dition. 

Odsbar  alzteentt.— The  ftrst  division  (Brig- 
adlspCettowii  Merritt)  was  ordn^  baek  to  t& 
anB^vaad  toc^  position  on  tiie  rirfat  of  tha  in- 
fuitayi    Ibe*  Beaond  diipision  (Cblonel  Pow^ 


was  ordared  to  resume  its  old  position,  and  I 
retamed  to  the  army  on  Cedar  creek.  Brig- 
adier-General Caster  made  a  reconnoisaance  m 
his  front,  bat  could  find  no  enemy  ontside  of 
their  lines  on  FfiBher's  HiH 

October  seven teentL — Jost before  daylight  the 
rebel  General  Rosser,  with  one  brigade  dT  inftmtrv 
and  three  brigades  of  cavakv,  the  infantry  rid- 
ings behind  the  cavity,  attacked  Brigadier-G^en- 
eral  Caster's  extreme  right  picket  firom  the 
rear,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  right 
reserve  of  a  major  and  twenty-five  men,  and 
then  f^l!  back  rapidiy,  evidently  ftrightened 
fh>m  his  original  aesigna,  whatever  they  may 
have  been,  as  he  had  made  a  circuit  of  thirty- 
two  miles  in  the  night  to  get  in  rear  of  our 
picket  line.  The  same  dky  one  brig^e  of  Bbo- 
ond  division  (Colond  PoweU)  was  moved  nearer 
the  infantrv  and  posted  at  Buckton  ford  on  the 
Shenandoaa  river,  connecting  their  pickets  with'' 
the  left  of  tha  mfhntzy. 

October  eighteentii. — ^All  quiet,  and  cavalry 
in  same  position.  Reconnoissances  showed  no 
enemy  in  their  immediate  front  WhOe  the 
Seoond  division  (Colonel  Pbwell)  was  at  Front 
Royal,  the  rebel  General  Lomax  with  his  divi- 
sion was  at  Millford  creek,  up  Luraj  valley, 
about  fourteen  miles  distant,  and  did  not  come 
out 

October  nkieteenth. — ^Before  dsylight  the  ene- 
my made  a  vigorous  attack,  having  surprised 
and  turned  the  left  of  the  army.  The  cavalry 
was  itmnediatelv  put  hi  the  saddle,  and  the 
First  and  Third  aivisiona  (Brigadier-Generals 
Meiritt  and  Custeri  put  in  position  on  the  right 
of  the  inflmtry.  The  trains  were  then  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  First  brigade,  Becond  division. 
(Cbkmel  Moore  commanding),  bein^  at  Benton's 
ford  ou  the  Shenandoah,  was  by  this  move  cut 
off  from  the  main  army,  and  Colonel  Moore 
(Second  (Hiio)  imme&rtety  passed  around  the 
eaemy^  rlAt  and  came  up  on  the  left  of  our 
army  at  Middletown,  on  the  vaUey  pikb,  havii^ 
previouslv  sent  his  trams  to  Whichester.  This- 
brigade  immediately  attacked  the  enemy  and 
held  them  in  check  on  the  pSLe  until  ihejr  could 
be  rehifbrced.  At  daylight  in  the  momingtiie 
enemy  made  his  appearanoe  in  front  of  Brig- 
adier-General Costers  pickets,  on  the  extreme 
right,  but  the  gaBant  men  of  tae  Third  division' 
prevented  their  further  advanoe. 

A  great  {Kfftion  of  tixe  army,  being  badly 
broken,  was  going  to  the  rear  by  thousands ;  to 
chedE  this  stream  of  stragglers  I  deployed  my 
escort  (First  Rhode  Island  cavahry),  as  did  Brig^ 
adier^Seneral  Merritt  his  (Fifth  United  States 
ca^miry).  Afteran  hour  or  two's  work  it  proved 
to  be^  a  fhiitiess*  eflbrt  The  escorts  were 
drawn  in»  and  officera  sent  farther  to  the  rear  to 
form  tiie  men.  By  t|i^  thne  the  enemy  had 
come  near  enou^  for  tfta  cavalry  batteries  to 
open  upon  them,  wfaidi  they  did. 

The  enenqy  did  nott  brihg  their  fines  in  the 
open  country  betwaen  them  and  the  cavalry, 
but  kept' under  cover  of  the  woods.  Bettreen 
niaie  sad  tea  o^ckNsk  I  war  ordered  by  General^  * 
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Wright,  commanding  the  army  (temporarily, 
M^^'or-Greneral  Sheridan  being  tempocarilj 
absent),  to  move  my  whole  cavahy  force  on  the 
left  of  the  army;  this  I  was  opposed  to,  but 
proceeded  to  obey  Hie  order ;  but  on  my  own 
responsibility  I  left  three  regiments  to  picket 
the  riglit,  and  to  this  fact  thousands  of  onr 
stragglers  are  indebted  for  their  safety,  for  these 
brave  men  held  their  position  against  gi^o4t 
odds  for  five  hoars. 

The  First  and  Third  divisions  (Brigadier- 
Generals  Merritt  and  Coster)  were  ordered  to  the 
left  of  the  army.  The  First  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Merritt)  was  put  in  position  across  ttie 
pike,  just  north  of  Middletown.  The  Third 
di vision. (Brigadier-Gkneral  Custer)  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  First  division.  The  First  bri- 
g^e.  Second  division  (Colonel  Moore),  was  form- 
ed on  the  left  of  the  Third  division.  The  horse 
batteries  "  B  "  and  •*  L,"  Second  ArtiDery,  U.  a 
A,  (liientenant  Taylor  commanding),  was  left  on 
the  right  fighting  on  the  uifantrv  Une,  where  it 
did  admirable  service,  and  was  tne  last  artillery 
to  leave  the  front 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  batteiy,  for  their  coolness 
and  gallantry  on  this  occasion.  When  the  in- 
fantry was  forced  back,  and  the  battery  was 
obliged  to  retire,  it  joined  its  brigade  (Second, 
First  division)  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  where 
it  immediately  went  into  action.  As  soon  as 
the  cavalry  was  in  position  on  the  left  of  tiie 
anny ,  they  attacked  me  enemy.  Colonel  Lowell, 
commanding  Reswve  brigade.  First  division, 
dismounted  a  part  of  his  little  band,  and  they 
advanced  to  a  strong  position  behind  a  stone 
waU,  from  which  the  enemy's  in&n^  frdled  to 
drive  Uiem  after  repeated  attempts.  The  cavalry 
fought  infantry  ana  artillery  only  on  the  left  of 
the  army. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  the  cavalry  was 
moved  to  the  left  about  three  hundred  yards, 
thus  bringing  it  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  Thus 
matters  stoc^  witii  cavalry  until  tnree  o'clock 
p.  M.,  holding  on  to  their  ground  with  more  than 
their  usual  docged  persistence,  displaying  gal- 
lantry which  Sa  never  been  surpassed,  while 
most  of  ^e  infantry  was  reforming  several 
mUes  on  their  right  and  rear. 

Paring  this  time  the  Second  brij^e.  Second 
division  (Colonel  Powell  coramandinff  division), 
fell  bade  sAowly  (bjr  order)  on  tiie  Front  Royal 
and  Winchester  jpike,  to  Stony  point,  and  tiien 
to  a  point  near  Newtown,  followed  by  the  rebel 
General  Lomax's  division  of  cavalry,  whwe  they 
remained  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day ; 
Colonel  Powell  thus  prevented  the  enemy's 
cavalry  from  getting  <m  (be  pike  to  attack  our 
trains  and  rear. 

About  two  F,  M.,  Major-General  Sheridan  ar- 
rived upon  the  ground,  and  directed  me  to  send 
one  division  of  cavalnr  <m  the  risht  of  the  army. 
I  immediatelv  ordered  tiie  Third  division  (Brig- 
adier-Qeneral  Custer)  to  that  position,  where 
he  arrived  just  in  the  nick  of  time,  for  the  ene- 
my had  just  succeeded  in  crossing — ^iniantxy 


and  cavalry— ovOT  Cedar  creek  on  flie  right  of 
the  an^y.  But  the  gallant  Coster  wm  equal  to 
the  emergency.  He  immediately  chaiged  the 
cavalnr  and  drove  them  about  a  mile  in  the 
most  beautiful  manner  behind  their  infinitiy 
support,  from  which  the^  did  not  show  thea- 
sdves  in  force  again  dunng  the  day. 

On  the  left  the  battle  was  going  well  for  «•; 
in  fact  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  wiA  the  oool 
and  invincible  Merritt  on  the  ground,  saf^ort- 
ed  by  such  soldiers  as  Devin  and  LowdL 

At  this  time  tJie  First  brifl»de,  Second  divi* 
sion,  was  tconporarily  under  the  oorden  of  Brig- 
adier-General Merritt,  who  was  oonstantly  aa- 
noying  and  attabking  the  en^ay  whenever  aa 
opportunity  presented  itself,  aldiouffh  his  Dea 
were  completely  witiiin  range  of  the  eneo^ 
sharpshooters,  ms  shot  and  shelly  and  many  a 
horse  and  rider  was  made  to  bite  the  dast 
They  held  their  around  like  men  of  steel— officeit 
and  men  seemed  to  know  and  feel  &at  the  saftty 
of  the  army  in  no  small  deforce  d^ended  npm 
their  holding  their  position,  aoa  they  caa 
never  receive  too  muca  credit  for  the  maaaer 
in  which  they  did  their  duty. 

About  four  o'clock  p.  m..  Colonel  Moore,  ooai- 
manding  First  brigade.  Second  divisioii,  was 
ordered  to  join  his  division  at  Newtown,  and 
Colonel  Powel^  commanding  the  diviaion,  di- 
rected to  shove  out  a  strong  foroe  to  bold  tiie 
Front  Royal  and  Windieeter  pike.  Abost  foar 
o'clock,  in  a  charge,  the  gal&nt  but  lameated 
Lowell  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm 
and  side,  but  still  kept  his  saddle. 

About  4:15  a  general  advance  of  the  anof 
was  made,  and  'twas  truly  grwid  to  see  the  mai- 
ner  in  which  the  cavalry  did  their  part  fa 
this  general  advance,  Colond  LoweU,  Second 
Massachusetts  cavaby,  oommandinj|[  Reserre 
brigade,  First  divialon,  while  (^argme  at  Oe 
heiMl  of  his  brigade,  received  a  seoond  wovd, 
which  proved  to  be  mortal;  thus  the  ser- 
vice lost  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  aooon- 
plished  soldiers.  He  was  the  beau  ideal  of  a 
cavaby  officer,  and  his  memory  will  never  die 
in  the  command. 

In  the  general  advance  Briffadier-Qeneral  Caa- 
ter,  commanding  Third  division,  left  three  r^ 
ments  to  attend  to  the  cavalry  in  his  front,  and 
started  with  the  bakinoe  of  his  division  to  take 
part  in  the  advance  against  the  enemy's  ia- 
lantry.  Thus  the  cavalry  advanced  on  both 
flanks,  side  by  side  with  the  infantry^  ^^^'^^f'PF 
the  enemy's  lines  with  an  impetuosity  w&idi 
they  could  not  stand. 

The  rebel  army  was  soon  routed  and  driven 
across  Cedar  creek  in  confusion.  The  cavafar 
sweeping  on  both  flanks  crossed  Cedar  (ke^k 
about  tl)e  same  time,  chaiged  and  broke  the 
last  line  the  enemy  attempted  to  form  (it  was 
now  after  dark),  and  put  out  at  full  q>eed  at 
their  artillery  and  trains. 

'They  continued  the  pursuit  to  the  foot  of 
Fisher's  Hill,  about  four  miles  from  Cedar  crei^ 
and  captured  the  following  property  and  priS' 
oners,   viz. :— Forty-five    pieces  of  artilieiy. 
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tliirt74iro  oaiasoDS,  one  bondred  and  fifty-six 
sets  artillery  harness,  one  hundred  and  eighty* 
four  horses,  one  hundred  and  fifty  six  mules, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  sets  waeon  harness, 
forlj-sixarmy  wagons,  six  hundredand  seven ty- 
two prisoners  of  war,  five  iMittle  flM^s ;  also  many 
moaiets,  sabres,  etc,  which  it  took  them  about 
aS  night  to  bring  in.  Darkness  alone  saved  the 
greater  part  of  uie  rebel  army  from  capture,  for 
mere  never  were  men  who  displayed  more  fear 
of  cavalry  than  they  did  upon  this  occasion. 

The  service  of  the  cavahy  on  this  day  to  the 
anny  and  the  country  can  never  be  too  highly 
appreciated.  The  Horse  artillery.  Companies  K 
ftud  L,  of  the  First  United  States,  commanded 
by  First  Lieutenant  Taylor,  Companies  B  and 
L,  Second  United  States,  commanded  by  First 
Lieutenant  Pierce.  Coinpany  C,  Fifth  United 
States,  commanded  bv  First  Lieutenant  Wier, 
and  Captain  Martm*s  battery  of  the  Sixth  New 
Yoric,  rendered  invaluable  services  on  this  day, 
as  for  five  or  six  hours  the  only  artillerv  used 
was  that  of  the  cavalry,  and  nobly  did  they  do 
their  duty,  having  but  about  two  rounds  per 
piece  left  after  the  engagement 

For  tiie  gallantzy  ami  good  judgment  dis- 
played by  Brigadier-GenenQs  Merritt  and  Cus- 
ter, and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin,  and 
Gobnel  Lowell  in  this  battle,  I  must  again 
recommend  them  for  promotion,  which  on  sev- 
eral occasions  has  been  justly  earned. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  recommend  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties tiie  following  members  of  my  staff  as  fit 
rectpienta  of  higher  honors  than  lies  in  my 
power  to  bestow,  for  gallantrv  and  courage  dis- 
played on  this  and  several  other  occasions  dur- 
ing the  campign.  Braver  and  more  e£Bcient 
9w  officers  never  drew  rein  or  sabre,  viz. : 

Major  WUliam  Russell,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Oeneiral;  Captain  M.  A.  Reno,  First  United 
States  cavalry.  Chief  of  Staff;  Captain  R.  BIlis, 


Sixth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  ;  Captain  George  B.  Sandford,  First 
United  States  cavalry.  Assistant  Commissarv 
Musters ;  Captain  J.  J.  Coppinger,  Fourteenth 
Lifantry,  United  States  Artillery,  A.  A.  D.  C. ; 
Captain  Bailev,  First  New  York  Lincoln  cavalry, 
A.  A.  D.  C. ;  Captain  Martindale,  First  New  York 
Lincoln  cavalry,  A.  A.  D.  C. ;  Getptain  M.  Berry, 
Twentieth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  A.  A.  D.C. ;  First 
Lieutenant  Wallace,  Fifth  Michigan  cavalry,  A.  A. 
D.  C;  First  Lieutenant  Ellis,  Sixth  Penusylvania 
cavalry,  A.  A.  D.  C;  First  Lieutenant  Slater, 
First  New  York  dragoons,  amb.  officer ;  First 
Lieutenant  E.  H.  Goldsmith.  Fifteenth  New 
Jersey  volunteer  infantry,  A.  D.  C. 

I  teke  pleasure  in  expressing  my  sincere 
thanks  to  division  commanders  and  tneir  com- 
mands for  the  hearty  co-operation  given  to  me 
and  each  other.  When' such  feelings  exist  suc- 
cess must  attend  our  efforts,  and  yours  have 
been  such  that  all  in  future  can  revert  with 
pleasure  to  the  fact  that  you  belonged  to  the 
cavalrjr  of  tlie  Middle  Military  division,  and 
participated  in  the  successful  campaign  of 
Major-General  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley. 

For  further  particulars  I  would  respectfully 
refer  to  division  and  brigade  commanders*  re- 
ports herewith  enclosed. 

Annexed  is  also  a  report  of  casualties. 

It  is  also  proper  to  remark  in  tfais  connection, 
that  as  General  Averell,  in  his  report,  has  gone 
beyond  his  province  to*  report  upon  General 
Merritt  (First  division  cavalry),  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  September  nineteenth,  to  mention 
a  few  facts  received  from  official  reports,  viz. : 

The  loss  of  General  Averell's  division  (Second 
division).  West  Virginia  cavalry,  at  this  time 
was :  aggregate,  thirty-two,  and  not  two  hundred 
and  fifty  as  he  supposes,  and  the  loss  of  General 
Merritt's  division  (First  division  cavalrv)  in  the 
same  engagement  was  three  hundred  and  eleven. 
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the  Zlet  of  Augtist,  1864. 
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Mep^  of  Property  Captured  trnd  Dwitoyfidfirom  ike  enemy  h^  Ae  (kmeity  MUUOe  MOUerj 
Divieion,  Aug»U  8  ta  October  ai,  1864. 


First  DivistoD... 
Second  Dfrtekm. 
Third  DfTisfc».. 

ToUL 


18 
2B 


71 


62 


106 


i 


90W 

428 


2W7 


182 


17T 
404 


844 


I 


1008 


7000 

162 


7168 


t 


I 


PIIOPBtT¥    DBMBOTUK 


PSrttDfTltkm... 
Beoond  DtrlslaiL 
nirdSlTtekm.. 

Torj& 


680 
iftO 


780 


I 


8,408 


1^ 


4,966 


266 


966 


272 


4M,MI 
IDJNO 


I 


>i 


FffttOtviiioft.., 
Second  DlTiskm 
niird  DivistoD. . 

VNiO. 


76a 
2,000 


616 


680 


1,847 
180 


1,281 
400 


726 


^8,088 


2,760      616      660      2      1^    1,681       726^ 


2^      1       1       S      8,008^ 


Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  T.  A.  TORBBRT, 

Brerei  Brigadisr-Generil  of  Vohmtesrs, 

Cbief  or  CsTslry^ 
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Aiujis,  Bon.,    LieQt.-Ck>I.,  noticed, 

Doc.    83 
Anixs,  N.,   Gapt    4tb  N.   H.,   no- 

tloDd,  Doc  481 

AnuiB,  R.  N.,  IJeut.-Gol.  8l8t  Ohio, 

Doc.    46 
'  Anna,  Wnrr,  Gen. ,  nottoed,  Doc.  17, 436 
Aiahama,  history  of  Wilson's  cavalry 

exppditiou  in.  Doc  704 

Akbama  Vols.,  Ist  colored  regiment 

of.  Doc.  841 

86th  regiment  of.  Doc    60 

38th  regiment  of.  Doc.    60 

"  Alabama,"  action  of  the  Chinese 

GoTemmeot  in  reference  to,  Doc  687 
"  Alabama  Sooats,''  The,   noticed. 

Doc.    08 
*<  Albemarle,''  Confoderate  account 

of  the  fight  with  the.  Doc.  686 

Alzhv,  Jajos,  Capl.  &e  Fort  Fisher, 

Doc.  606 
AiMZASDOL  A.  J.,  Gen.,  report  of 
operations  of  the  2d  cavalry 
brigade,  daring  Wilson's  expedi- 
tion in  the  Sonth,  Doc  660, 604 
AUDLumvB,  F.  W.,  Capt,  report  of 
the   battle  of  Monocacy,  Md., 

Doc  622 
Alexandria,  La.,  Banks'  retreat  to. 

Doc  841 
accoont  of  Banks*  retreat  from, 

Doc.  481 
AMMf  A.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  cap- 
tore  of  Fort  Fisher,  Doc  481 
Sae  Operations  of  Gen.  Batler,  Doc  406 
Amherst  Ooort  Honse,  Vs.,  opera- 
tions near.                           Doc  861 
A]afK]i,DAjiiKL,Oom.  Sae  Fort  Fisher, 

Doc  607 
AxMBsv,  Jacob,  Gen.    See  Tennessee.* 

Doc.  67,  845 
Amnesty  to  Insorgent  Enemies,  war 

order  in  reference  to,  Doc  149 

<*  A  National  Motto,"  aoooont  of  Qir- 
ter's,  Doc.  686 

AxDBMoif, ,the  goerUIa,  nnder 

orders  of  Gen.  Price,  Doc.  611 

AsDBB&oy,  Jaios,  81st  Ohio,  death 

of.  Doc  904 

AjOMESfnN,  N.  L.,  GoL,  reptvt  of  the 
battle  of  Mnrftrecsboro,        Doc.    71 
at  Cbickamaoga,  Doc  73 

Anderson  Cavalry.    See  Palmer's  Re- 
port, Doc.  108 
Aomtcas,  J.  F.,  Lient-Ool.,  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  7th  Penn- 
tvlvanla  cavalry  in  Wilson's  cav- 
alry expedition.  Doc  687 
Antietam,  Md.,  Gen.  Pleasonton's  ac- 
coont of  the  campaign  of,     Doc.  800 
Apaebes,  report  of  a  light  with  the, 

Doc  61g 


Appomattox  Ooort  Honse,  Ya.,  opera- 
tions near.  Doc  861 
Apponuittox  River,  battle  on  the, 

Doc  677 
AaoiKR,  MARTDr^MiOor,  report  of  op- 
erations in  Wilson's  cavahry  ex- 
pedition. Doc.  688 
Arkansas,  portion  of  held  by  the  reb- 
els m  1864,                           Doc  827 
Gen.  Steelo's  report  of  operations 
in.                                         Doc  408 
Army   of   Northern  Virginia.    See 

Lee's  Address  to  the.  Doc.  646 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  Gen.  Bum- 
side's  report  of  Nov..  1866,  Doc      1 
Gen.  Peck's  report  or  his  opera- 
tions in  the,  Doc    76 
Moade  in  command  of,            Doc  827 
crosses  the  Rapidan,               Doc  830 
crosses  James  River,               Doc  884 
Gen.  Meade's  address  to  the.   Doc  644 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Gen.  Logan 

socceeds  to  the  command  of,  Doc.  840 
Ashland  Station,  Ya.,  destroyed  by 

Sheridan,  Doc.  881 

AbbixTj  W.,  Lieot.,  diary  of  the  in- 
vasion of  Maryland  in  Joly-Sept. , 
1864.  Doc  168 

"AshvUleVidette,"  the,  aoooont  of 

the.  Doc  101 

A8PIMWAIX,  Lldtd,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc  9 
Athens,  Tenn.,  tbe  attack  on,  Doc.  842 
Athens,  Ala.«  Doc.  869 

Atkixs, ,  Gol.  e8d  Illinois,     Doc    84 

AtlanU,  Ga.,  account  of  Sherman  *d 
campaign  to.  Doc.  203 

account  of  the  siege  of,     Doc  268,  ?6e 
capture  of.  Doc  279.  284, 800 

petition  of  the  Mayor  and  citizens 

to  Gen.  Sherman,  Doc  817 

the  batUes  at,  IKk.  840 

the  occopation  of,    *  Doc  840 

address  to  the  ladies  of  St.  PhUip's 

parish.  Doc  626 

movements  of  the  Inhabitants  of, 
on  tbe  approach  of  Sherman, 

Doc.  626, 627 

Atlanta  and  Montgomery  Railroad, 

destruction  of  the.  Doc  104 

Gen  Ronsseau's  raid  open,     Doc  340 

destroyed  by  Gen.  Wilson,     Doc  714 

AuDUfusD,  J.  0.     See  Sherman's 

AUanto  Campaign,  Doc.  814 

AvsiiKLL,W.W., Gen.,  noticed.  Doc    16 
See  Gov.  Cnrtin's  message,  Aug.  9, 

186l  Doc  144 

operanons  of,  in  West  Virginia. 

Doc  838 
defeats  tbe  rebels  at  Winchester, 

Vs.,  Doc  886 

captures  Confederate  Navy  rec- 
ords. Doc  628 
account  ci  his  expeditfcm  from 

Charleston,  West  Virginia,   Doc  639 
See  Sheridan's  Valley  Campaign, 

Doc  741 
Averysboro,  N.  C,  fight  at^       Doc  849 


ATLismBX,  — -,  Capt.  18th  Ohio  bat- 
tery, Doc.  90,  99, 100 


Bahjct,  Joskfb,  Lieot -Col.,  aoooont  of 
his  dam  on  Red  River,    Doc.  11, 341 
resolutioa  of  tiianks  to,  by  Con- 

gress,  foB  his  services  on  the  Red 
iver.  Doc.  619 

BiiRD,   Am  ATOM,  Gen.,  at  Rosacea, 

Doc  86,49 
BixxB,C.  W.,  Capt.  14th  U.  S.  a  L, 

Doc.  99 
Baksb,  J.  H.,  CoL  Ibth  Minnesota, 

Doc!  19 
BiKXK,  Ljb&i  M.,  noticed,  Dxr.    19 

Baldwdi, ^  Li^t.  77th  Pa. , notic- 
ed. Doc.  118 
Bamxs,  N.  P.,  Gen.    See  Red  River, 

Doc    11 
expedition  against  Shreveport,  La. , 

Doc.  827 
disastrous  ending  of  his  Red  River 

expedition.  Doc.  841 

account  of  his  retreat  trom  Alex- 
dria.  Doc.  481 

Bankston,  Miss. ,  destruction  of  storos 

at.  Doc.  3  6 

Bimfuo,  H.  B.,  Col.,  noticed.     Doc.    90 
Barlow, FrahooC, Gen.,  in  the  Wil- 
derness. Doc.  441 
5te  Cold  Harbor,  Vs.,              Doc.  668 
attempted  dislodgement  of,  near 
Petersburg,  Doc.  672 
Babmss,    NonuH  S.,  Sorgeon,  no- 
ticid,  Doc  4S9 

BjiBVHiLL,  ,  CoL  40th  Illinois, 

Doc.  283 
Babbt.  W  F.,  Gen.    iSSof  Sherman's 
Atlanto  Campaign,  Doc.  814 

report  of  operations  of  artillery  in 
the  Carolina  campaign.         Doc  384 

Bastlbsoiv, ,OoL  100th  Illinois, 

death  of.  Doc.  223 

Bates,  Mahlda,  Miss,  noticed.    Doc.    20 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  expedition  fh>m, 

Doc  344 
Battery  Hoger,  Va.,  captore  of  tbe. 

Doc  122 
Batjibd,  «— ,  Gen.,  noticed.  Doc.  1 
Batubs,  Albkbt,  of  .Shelby,  Ky.    iS^ee 

Frankfort,  Doc.  177 

Batlob,T.  G.,Capt.    iSk  Sherman's 

Atlanta  Campaign,  Doc.  314 

Baylor's  Farm,  Va.,  the  fight  at.  Doc  670 
Bear  creek,  fight  on.  Doc  872 

Bbabo,  Johk,  Capt    See  Dnffleld's 

Depot,  Doc.  689 

Bkattt,  JoHif,  General,  at  Nashville, 

Doc.  108 
BSAUBBOAW,  P.  T.,Gen.,  at  Peters- 
borg,  Va. ,  Doc  831 

&eMaoon,Ga.,  Doc.  668 

Beaver  Dam,  Va.,  Sheridan's  opera- 
tions at,  Doc.  468 
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Soathem  aocoanfc  of  the  ll^^t  at^ 
Doc 
Bearer  Dam  SUttoo,  Ya.,  destroyed 
by  Sheridaa,  Doc 

BBCKwini,A.,Ool.  SMSherman'B At- 
lanta campaign.  Doc. 
Bbll»L,CoL,  DotkxNL                Doc 
Belmont,  Mo.,  Geo.  Grant*!  oOdMl 
report  of  th/o  battle  of,         Doc 
BsKjAMur,  J.  P.      See  GiSmora  and 
Jaqnees  visit  to  Richmond,  Dec. 
teplanation   in  reference  to  the 
visit  of  Jaquess  and  Gilmore  to 
Richmond,                           Doc 
BarmyV^  OoL  fiMh  CT.  &  a  L,  Doc 
Bermuda  Hondreds,  Ya.,  occq^ied  by 
Gen.  Kaats,                         Doc 
Geo.  Batler  arrlret  at,           Doc 
operatioos  at,                          Doc 
Gen.  Butler's  army  In  a  state  uT 
siege  at.                               Doc 
Bnuji,  HjursT,  Ospt.,  noiioed,    Doc 
Bethsada    Chordi,  va.,  flght  near 
the.                                     Doc 

BimoDGB. ,Lleiii.-OoL  17th  DL 

cavalry.  Doc 

Boprus, ,  OoL,  rebel,  noticed, 

Doc 
Big  Blue,  Mo.,  the  battto on  the,  Doc 
BtQBLOW,  Isaac,  noticed^  Doc 

Big  Shanty,  Oa. ,  flght  near  the.  Doc 
BofoHAic,  t'EAinc,  Oiipt.,  notiotd.  Doc 
Dirge's  Sharpshooters,  at  Dallas,  Ga^ 
Doc 
Bdaar,D.  BL,  Gen., noticed.       Doc 
at  the  battle  of  Chapln's  Item,  Ta. , 
Doc 
at  the  battlo  of  Jericho's  Ford, 
Doc 
1800  Cold  Harbor,  Ta.,      Doc  568, 
noticed.  Doc 

BlaokmajIjA.  M., Brig. -Gen., noticed, 
Doc 
BlacTwater  River,  Fla.,  expedition 
up  tbe,  Doc 

Blajb,  Feahx  P.,  Geo.,  at  Bosh  Moon- 
tain, Ga.,  Doc 

BLakb. ,  CoU  40th  Ind.,        Doc 

Bolton 's  Chlcsgo  Battery.  Sk  Jack- 
son,Mi8s.,  Doc 

BonoB. ,Ci4>t.,  killed,      Doc 

Boost,  Unrar,  Ensign,  report  of  the 
attack  on  White  RIvor  8tatioo, 
Miss.,  Due 

Booneville,  Mo. ,  skirmish  at.     Doc 
BooiB,  L.  F.,  MsJ.,  bravery  of,  at  Fort 
Pillow.  Doc. 

Bottoms  Bridge,  Ta.,  operatioos  at. 
Doc 
Boonty  Bill,  ito  eflbct  tai  Pennsyl- 
vania. Doc 
Bovioir,  eWabo,  OoL  Wth  U.  B.  L 
See  Gontown ,  Miss. ,  Doc 
Bowsv,  Satlis  X,  wife  of,  noticed. 
Doc. 

BiiWBr, ,  MiO.  8th  Ya.  oavalry, 

rebel.  Doc 

BuwBBS,  H.,  A.  A.  Geo.,   noticed, 

Dos. 

Bowling  Green,  Ya.,  oooopted  by 

Hancock,  Doc 

Born, vlU).  84th  Indiana,    Doc 

Boyd  town  Plank  Road,  Ya.,the  flght 
on.  Doc  SW, 

BOTui,  Jomr,  Geo.,  AiUatant-Ganeral 
Kentucky,  notlosd,  Doc 

BBAGsnT,  A.  a,  MsJ.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  T^4ka^-o4raty  Moan- 
tain,  Doc 
BKAomr,  Joax,  Uooi-*  death  of;  DM. 
bBAorosn,  A.  W.,   Gov.,  letter  to 
President  Uncotai,  Joiy  il,1864, 
See  Abraham  Unooln. 

Bbaolbt, ,OoL  6Ut  UL,       Doc 

BnAMuanai,  Tbohas  K,  Gov.,  letter 

00  the  siege  of  Kentucky,    Doc 

BaBCKBomMix,  J.  CL,  Gen ,  enters 

Middlf^  Tsontfsee,  Doc 

at  Newmarket,  Ya.,  Doc 

See  Cold  Harbor,  Doc 

Brentwood,  Tten.,  flght  near,    Doc 
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BrioCs  Gross-Boads,  Miss..  General 
Storgis'  report  of  the  battle  of, 

Doc  182 
Surgeon  Dyer's  aoooont.  Doc.  187 
CoL  McMillen's  account.  Doc  170 

CoL  Warlng'e  aocoont,  Doc  171 

Natiooal  accounts.  Doc  171 

BiiconcxB, ^,M^,kinedatFOrt 

Powhatan.  Doc.  604 

Bbooes,  W.  T.  H.,  Gen.,  noticed.  Doc  8 
See  operations  of  Gen.  Batler,  Doc  4M 
See  Gold  Harbor,  Doc  668 

Bbovgh,  Fbavk,  notksed.  Doc    71 

BsowH,  a  Gbaxx.  See  Rotserans  Re- 
port, Doc  613 
Bbowh.  QiABUi  J.,  Gapt    See  Moo- 
ocacy,  Md.,  Doc  026 

BnowM,  ,  Ueot-CoL  «8d  Ohio, 

wounded.  Doc  258 

Btoowv,  TooB,  Ueoi.  See  Frankfort, 

Ky.,  Doc  17» 

Brown's  Ckreek,  Tenn.,  skirmish  at. 

Doc  886 
BaowsLOW,  Jnc,  his  East  T«nnes- 

seanSf  Doc  946 

Brydges'  DUnois  Battery,  noticed. 

Doc    28 
— ,    Gen.,   noticed. 

Doc     1 

,  OoL    79th  DUnois, 

woonded.  Doc    28 

BuBx<  Dov  CAMXMf  Gen.  See  Pitts- 
burg Uoding,  Doc.    87 

BuBX, f  OoL  68th  lad.,  noticed, 

Doc  M8 
Bcronn,  N.  B., Gen., rebel,  at  Golum- 
bas,  Ky.,  Doc  841 

operations  on  the  NsshvlOe  and 

Chattanooga  Raikoad,         Doc  842 
operatioos  in  Tennessee,  Doc.  8C8 

BuTOBO,  TeoiCAS,  Gapt.    See  Ftank- 

fort,  Ky.,  Doe.  178 

Banker  kilj,  battle  of,  Doc  721 

BuBBBmoB,  &  G.,  Gen.,  at  the  siege 

of  Frankfort.  Doc  175 

expedition  to  SaltvtUe.Ya.,     Doc.  842 

accounts  of  his  ezpeditkm  to  8alt- 

viUe,Ya.,  Doc  428,426 

As  Morgan's  raid  In  Kentucky, 

Doc  6fi2 
Sherman's  letter  to^  ta  referoooe 
to  Morgan's  raid.  Doc  604 

>    noticed.  Doc  846 

BuBDKK,  A.  A.,  lieut.,  klUed,    Doc.  201 
BcBLDiOAMB,  Abbob.  ite  Chtaess,  Doc  687 
BcsBBiDB,  Abbbosb  K.,  Gob.,  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  Doc      1 

at  the  Rappahannock  River,    Doc  880 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. Doc  882 
See  WUdemeas,  Yc,               Doc  4S8 
BuBBCs,  Joan  L.,  Ool.,  report  of  New 
Madrid  expedition,  Doc  148 

BuBMBBCK, V  OoL,  noticed.  Doc  :e7, 80 

Bosh   Mountain,  Ga.,  oocopied  by 

Gen.  Blair,  Doc.  217 

BunjB,  Bbbj.  f.  See  Iron-Olada,  the 
causeof  disaster  in  North6sro. 
Una,  Doc  181,  184 

correspondence  with  C  m.  Onld  in 
relation  to  tbe  exchange  of  prls. 
oners.  Doc  169 

Gen.  Grant's  taeUuctkais  to.   Doc  828 
**hermeUeally  sealed  "  at  Bermo- 

daHundreds,  Doc  882 

his  operatioos  befbre  Petersburg, 

Ya..  Doc.  884 

effects  at  lodgesMot  at  Dsep  Bot- 
tom, 1^  886 
his  reoonnoisasnos  of  Oct.  18th  de- 

floated.  Doc  U» 

&e  Fort  Fisher,  Doc  848 

relieved  of  commsnd.  Doc  848 

account  of  his  James  River  expe- 

dltioo.  Doc  487 

report  of  oper«tlo3S  sgainst  Fort 

Fisher,  Doc  400 

report  of  operat'ou  In  Ylrglnia, 

Doc  498 
AfFbri  Fisher,  Doc  802 
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BuiiBSfiBui^  Dabibl,  Gen.,  st  Boeky 

FteeRiOge,                         Doc  « 

stResaooa,                             Doe.  M 

teKfloeaaw,                         Dec  SU 

roc  ( 

Ga.,  SheraaB's  srw 

at.                                      Doc  91 

of,          DOCL  «7 


.  a  L,  Geo.,  retieL  atPOpt 
Knob.  Obc  m 

Calbocb,  J.  M.,  Ifeyor  of  Atknia, 
petition  to  Gen.  tibennaa,   Doc  111 

Ounden,AriL,Gjn.  Steeto  oocopta, 

Osmden  Coon  HoQse,  capture  of,  Ddc  U 

Camsbcb, ,  OoL  AeKenesaw,  Doc  fli 

Ounpaign  of  the  Peninsula,  Geo.  Pmr 

aootoo's  aoooont  of  the,  Doc  W 
Caxpbbix,  WnxjAX  J„  Oi^,  at  Piki 

Knob,  noticed,  Uoc  US,  10 

CAtfsnx,  WiLUAM,  20th  bid.,  oo- 

tlced,  Dec  IN 

Onnp  Douglas,  HL,  report  of  a  ooi- 

spiraey  to  release  the  priKan 

at.  Inc.  411 

Cabbt,  Et>,  R  a.  Gen.,  sammary  of 

operatioDs  in  thedepartmat  of 

tbe  West  MississipH,  1»k  ill 
Ae  Richard  Ikyktr,  DocS» 

nodced.  Doc  M 

CAjntr, ,  OoL,  notteed,      Doc  27, 9 

Oaoe  River,  Ark.,  th^^battle  of. 

Cabfibiib,  H  D.,  Surgeon, noticed, 

Doc  m 
Cabab,  Jaxbb,  bravery  of,  Doc  IM 
OsBiBB,  — -.kia.  9th Ind..  Doc  fil 
Cabibb,W.  W.,acooanlariili  *'Na- 

tfcmal  Moito,"  Dk.  M 

Cabt,  0.  H.  P.,  LleB4.-OoL,  at  Chiek- 

amanga.  Doc  11 

OassvUle,  Ga.,  fl^ttag  near.      Doc  SU 
battleat,    *       ^  Doc  W 

Cassville  »taUon,  Oa.,  acooBst  of  a 

cavafaj  llgfat  at.  Doc  tt 

Ostooaa   iaprings,    Ga.,    Shemaal 

troopaat.  Doc  11,11 

Oedar  Creek,  Ya.,  deftat  of  the  sa- 
tlooals  sA,  Doc  81 

arrival  of  Gen.  Cheridan,  and  tho 

defeat  of  the  rebels,  Doc  81 

noticed,  Doc  ai 

GtaAVBBBs, ^  Mr.,  speech  in  tbe 

GOnfMlerate  OongrciS,rslsliTt  l» 
arming  slaves.  Doc  ITS 

Chambersborg,  Hl,  the  buratag  ol 
See  Gov.  Curtln'B  message,  Aag. 
9, 1884,  Doc  Ml 

thebumlngof;  Doc87,8T 

attack  on,  Dx.  48 

noticed,  Doc  ni 

QuMBBBLAflr,  Jambs,  Lieut  •Cbl.,ao> 

tioed.  Doc  M! 

GbanceOorsville,  Ya.,  Gen.   Long- 
street  HOC  at  the  battle  of  ,  Doc  1S7 
See  Ptoasonton's  narrative,     Doc  81 
Chapta's  Fum,  Ya.,  battles  near, 

Doc  18,48 

CaATtuM, ,0)L.  ta  the  Igktat 

Nottoway  OoortHooae,  Ya.,  Doc  81 

QuJVAB,  ,  UmLf  Oonltecnw 

Statesnavy,  Doc  611 

Charleston,  a  0.,  aoooont  of  "Fe4- 

oral  Geoersls  under  fire  at,"  Doc  81 
Charleston,  W.  Ya.,  AverelPs  expedi- 

tlcofrom.  Doc  81 

Chattanooga,  ran. ,  ShermsB's  arfliy 

at,  Dae  8 

rrt*TWiiw,  B.  F.,  Gen.,  noticed,  Doa  4T 
his  appearanoe  at  Keoesaw,  Doc  2U 
operatioos  of,  ta  Teonessee,  Djc  18 
Chehaw  Station,  Ala.,  flght  at,  Doc  m 
Cherry  OeekTMIseL,  flght  at.  Doc  18 
Chesterfield  Ooort  House,  Ya.,  pris- 
oners Uberated  at^  Doc  48 
mnsT,  T.  0.,  A.  A.  a  ArShnl- 
tan's  YaUey  Csmpaign,      Doe.  87 
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Cbkago  ooDspincy,  an  acooont  of 

the.  Doc.  418 

OUekahomlny  Rtrer ,  Va. ,  battles  near 

the,  Doo.  882 

Chfcltaboininy,  the  battles  of,     Doc.  666 
ObofMerate  aocounts  of  operations 
on  the,  Doe.  681 

Chttamanga.  Tenn. ,  OoL  Grove's  re- 
port of  the  baule  of,  Doo.    78 
Chiaeee,  action  of  the  Gorerment  of. 
in  reference  to  the  "  Alabama,'' 

Doo.  687 
Ghola  Station,  Ta.,  destroetton  of, 

Doo.  881 
QuuMMm,  C  T.,  Lleat.-OoL    See 

Griereon's&qwdition,         Doc  486 
Chookatock,  Va.,  occupied  by  the 

Federals,  Doc.  US 

0>r,  Hxnr  It ,  Gapt.,  noticed.  Doc  872 
Dtj  Point,  Ya.,  occupied  by  Gen. 

Kautz,  Doc.  881 

City  Point  and  Petersburg  Bailroad, 

completion  of  the.  Doc  888 

OiiBOMiB,  W.  H.,  Cbpt.,  noticed, 

Doo.  60 
Clay,  Clemhit  a    Sm  Niagara  Peace 

Conference,  Doc.  688 

Clattov,  H.  D.,  Gen.,  rebel,  at  Be- 

sacca,  Doc.    68 

CkAaraaxar.  D.  R.,  Lient.-Ool,  report 
of  the  batUe  of  Monocacy,  Md., 

Doc  020 
Ckyd's  Monntain,  Ya.,  battle    at« 

Doc.  14 
Coaa  River,  Ya.,ezpedltioa  to,  Doc.  617 
Coalfleld  Station,  Ya.,  destruction  of, 

Doc.  881 
Co»,   BowxLt,    Gen.,  capture  of. 

Doc  868,600,867 

CoBunr. ,  Cbl.,  at  Resaooa,  Doc    88 

Cold  Harbor  Road,  Ya.,  baUles  at 

the.  Doc.  882 

Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  the  battle  of  Jane 

1,  IWL  Doo.  660, 667,  668,  660 

CoLnuH,  Joflv,  wounded  at  Frank- 
fort, Ky.,  Doc  178 
Colored  troops.    iSee  Tables,       Doc    80 
am  Blackwater  River  Expedition, 

Doc.  488 
llgbting  of  the,  near  Petersburg, 
V«.,  Doc.  680 

Colombia,  Tenn.,  skirmish  at.    Doc  894 
Oolambos,Ga.,  captured.  Doc  868 

Columbus,  Ala.,  rebel  property  de- 
stroyed at.  Doc  606 
Ootnmbos  Railroad,  destruction  of 

the.  Doc  106 

CooafSB,  iMSUEj  Gen.,  noticed,    Doc     0 
*(  Commodore  Jones,'*  gunboat  blown 

up  on  James  River,  Doc.  480 

CoHBiOGK,  C  a ,  Gen.  iSte  Fort  Fisher, 

Doc.  847 
report  of   the  capture  of    Fort 
Fisher,  Doc  480 

CoofSTOOK, .  Lieut ,  noticed.  Doc     2 

Connecticut  Yolunteers,  Ist  regiment 

of.  Doc  600,623 

Confederate  cavahy,  the  discipline 

of  the,  Doc  607 

Confederate  Congress,  debate  on  the 
resolution  proposing  to  arm 
slaves.  Doc  476 

Confederate  cruelty,  statement  of 
lieut.  Fitch.  Doc.  621 

Ae  Cbambersburg,  Doc.  640 

Confederate  Navy,  records  of,  cap- 
tared  by  Gen.  Averell,        Doc  628 
OOnlMerate  States,  Gen.  G  C.  Wash- 
bom's  order  in  reference  to  trad, 
taig  with  the.  Doc  481 

COokVD.  Gam,  lieut.  12th  U.  a  C.  L , 

Doc  107 
Coon.D.  G.,  Lieut.  7th  U.  S.  cok>r- 

ed  inftuitry,  suifcriDg  of,     Doc  621 
OooKB,  J.  M.,  Com.  C  &  N.,  account 
of  the  fight  of  the  **  Albermarle," 

Doc  680 
Cborak2^-^*B^"'8*<™)i^*<^>I)oo.  872 
Coosa  River,  an  account  of  the  cross- 

taig  of,  byGen.  Rousseau,     Doc  102 
CorbeU's  Battery  at  Resaooa,    Doc    60 


CoBOORAir.  MiCBiXL,  Gen.     See  Suf- 
folk, Ya.  Doc  122 
CossK,  J.  H.,  Gen.     See  Sherman's 

Atlanta  Campaign,  Doc.  814 

Corrov,  C.  S.,  Ool.,  noticed.        Doc    00 

CoTTOir ,  J.  D. ,  Surgeon ,  noticed ,  Doc.    07 

CouoB,  D.  N.,  letter   to  Secretary 

Stanton.  July  22,1804,         Doc.  140 

See  Gov.  Curtin's  message,  August 

0, 1804  Doc  144 

See  Chambersbnrg,  Doc  637 

noticed.  Doc    70 

CoxTOM, ,  Gapt  88d  N.  J.  regi- 
ment. Doc  218 
CowxH,  B.  R.,  Adjutant-General  of 

Ohio,  noticed.  Doc    14 

Cox,  a  C.,  Gapt.,  noticed,  Doc    01 

Cox,  J.  D.,  Gen.,  at  Rosacea,       Doc    48 

atEenesaw,  Doc.  213 

iSteSchoiield's  report,  Doc  888 

C^Aio, ,  UeuU-CoL  10th  Texas, 

captured,  Doc  103 

Cain,  GnoBGS  IL,  Gapt,  noticed, 

Doc  204 
Cbawtord,  S.  W.,  Gen.,  hi  the  Wil- 
derness, Doc  440 
at  SpotUylvanla,  Doc.  440 
See  Grant's  Operatkna  in  Yirglnia, 

Doc  666,667 
Cmiitshuw,  Jobv  a.,  Lieut     See 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  Doc  177 

CnooK,  GBOBd,  Gen.,  at   Ctoyd's 
Mountain,  Doc    16 

hi  West  VIrglnta,  Doc  820 

defeated  At  Kemstown,  Ya.,  Doc.  480 
noticed,  Doc  723 

CkoxTOH,  Jomr  T.,  Gen.,  report  of 
Wilson's  cavalry  expedition,  Doc  004 
operations  of  his  cavalry  In  Tennes- 
see, Doc.  301 
See  Wilson's  Cavalry  Expedition, 
_                                              Doc  060 
Gboft.  Chiblm,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  operations  in  Tennessee,  Doc    00 
at  Murft^esboro,                     Doc.    00 
See  J.B,  Steedman,                Doc    80 
noticed.                               Doc  27,80 
CuLWTM,  E.W.,Gen.,notk5ed,     Doc.     2 
Culpepper,  Ya.,  operations  around. 

Doc.  820 
Gen  Pleasonton's  account  of  the 
retreat  fh)m.  Doc    803 

CcTLVM,  Lucius,  Dr.  01st  Ohio,  Doc  224 
Cumberland,  ltd., cavalry  fight  near, 

Doc  887 

CuBL,  Wiuiiif ,  Gapt  6th  Iowa,  death 
and  burial  of.  Doc  101 

Cu«LT, ,  Col.  27th  Missouri,  Dbc.    84 

CuKTur,  A.  0.,  Gov.,  Message  of  Aug. 

O,180i.  Doc  148 

CuKns.  L.  R.     See  Pleasonton's  nar- 
rative, Doc  804 
Cuiti«,M.R.    iSse  Fort  Fisher,  Doc.  840 
CuBTis,  N.   M.,  Brig. -Gen,  noticed. 

Doc  482 
CuBns,  a  a.  Gen.,  in  command  in 

Eansas.  Doc  842 

CcBHwo,  W.  a,  Lieut,  at  Chicka- 
manga  Doc    70 

See  SuflbUc,  Doc.  122 

account  of  the  daring  reoonnois- 
sance  of,  in  June,  1804,       Doc.  606 
Cutm,  GnoRGB  A.,  Gen«     See  Shen- 
andoah YaUey,  Doc  084 
See  Sheridan's  valley  Campaign, 

Doc  782 
Cunnia,  Wixxul]c,MiOm  noticed.  Doc    0 

Cutis, ,Capt,  noticed.        Doc      8 

Cyntbiana,  Ey.,  captured  by  John 
Morgan,  Doc  841 


]»• 

DadeviUe,  Ala. ,  fight  near,  Doc  108 

DAmABBi,  Joan  A.,  Bear-Admiral, 
noticed.  Doc  184 

See  Sherman's  Chrolina  Ounpaign, 

Doc  876 
DiBLORBX,  UuBO,  Col.,  lettST  of  his 
fkther  hi  vindksatkm  o^       Doc.  184 


CAGB 

Pallas, Ga.,battlesnear,     Doc.  208,  8o0 

Dalton,  Ga. ,  operations  near,      D<)C    28 

entered  by  Gen   Howard,       Dks.    41 

Gen.  Johnston  retreats  from.    Doc.  38<) 

thefltfhtat,  Doc  840 

Djuta,  N.  J.  T.,  Gen.    See  Grlerson's 

expedition.  Doc  484 

Danville  Railroad,  Kants's  expedition 

against,  Doc  8S1 

Darden's  Iflll,  Vs.,  fight  at         Doc  122 
DAUUBssti,  A.  J., letter  of,        Doc.    80 
DAWFoar,    ,  Com.     See  Ply- 
mouth, N.  C,  Doc.  180 
Davxis,  H.  a,  Gen.    Ste  Operations 

in  Yirglnia,  Doc.  462,  468 

Davis,  A.  M.,  Lieut .  killed.        Doc    08 
Davb,  Jarmsoir,  Messrs.    Gllmore 
and  Jaoqoess  visit  to,  described. 

Doc.    70 
speech  at  Macon,  Ga.,  September 

28, 1804.  Doc  148, 842 

speech  at  Columbia,  a  C,  Octo- 
ber 4, 1804,  Doc.  411 
the  capture  of.                       Doc  868 
DAVis,Japr.C,  Gen., at  Resaooa,  Doc    08 
^Ste  Atlanta,                              Doc  203 
bravery  at  Kenesaw,              Doc  i20 
captures  Rome,  Ga.,               Doc  S80 
Davis,  M.,  Capt.  noticed.          Doc    00 
Dawsov,  ,  Uaj,  ISth  Ohio,  no- 
ticed.                                  Doc.  116 
Dattoh,  L.  M.  ,  Oapt.    See  Sherman's 
AtlanU  Campaign,               Doo.  814 
noticed.                                  Doc  208 
DiASB,  Dcmns,  Lieut.,  noticed.  Doc.  107 
Decatur,  Ga.,  Hood's  attack  on,  Doc.  844 
Deep  Bottom,  Ya.,  Union  Itnea  estab- 
lished at,                             Due  a  6 
Db  Grass,?.,  Oapt,  nottoed,      Doc  294 
Dmns.  a  a.  Brig. -Gen.,  account  of 
his  expedition  to  Jackson,  Miss., 

Doc.  188 
Department  of   the  Missouri.     See 

Rosecrans,  Doc.    18 

Deserters,  stories  of.  Doc.  216 

Dim,  T.  C,Gen.    See  Shenandoah 
Yalley,  Doc  884 

See  Sheridan's  Yalley  Campaign, 

Doc  782 

notksed.  Doc  728 

Dinwiddle  Court  House,  Ya.,  fight 

near,  Doc.  866 

battle  at  the.  Doc  040 

Diugindsville,  Ya.,  operations  near. 

Doc.  861 
Dix,JomiA.,Gen.    AtSuflblk,  Ya., 

Doc  122 
DooQi,  G.  M.,  Gen., at  Resaoca,  Doc    63 
See  Suffolk,  Ya.,  Doc.  128 

See  AUanU,  Doc  204 

at  Eenesaw,  Doc  227 

DoooB,  Gboboi  a,  Capt,  noticed. 

Doc  126,420 
DoLSi,  Gbosok,  Gea ,  death  of.    Doc.  681 
J)ovAU)»^R,  J.  I4.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  at  Nash- 
ville. Tenn.,  Doc  804 
noticed.                               Doc  87,80 

DoMBLAvn,  ,  COL  40th  Ulinols 

regiment,  Doc.  100 

DouBLSDAT,  Asm,  Gcu.,   notlcod. 

Doc  7 
Douglas,  a  A.,  Mrs.,  noticed,     Doc.    10 

Dbao, ,  Ueut-CoL  80th  Iowa, 

Doc.  461 

Diun,  ,  Cbl.,  at  Mark's  Mills, 

Ark.,  Doo.  488 

DiAPSE,  — ',  Bng.-Gen. ,  expedition 
to  Montrose,  Ya.,  Doc  624 

DoRin, ,  Gapt  47th  Mo.  tnfluitry , 

Doc  180 
Drury's  Bluff,  Ya.,fl^t  at,  Doc  881 
Dsmnr,  Isaac  N.,   Oapt,  noticed. 

Doc.    73 

DuAint , Oapt,  noticed.       Doc      8 

Du  Boa,  J.  v.,  CoU    See  Pilot  Knob, 
Mo.,  Doc  136 

noticed.  Doc  610 

Duck  Rhrer ,  Tenn.,  rebel  guns  thrown 

into  the.  Doc  114 

DuDunr,   Amnom.     Set  Frankfbrt, 
Ky.,  Doc  118 


ly 
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DDFni.  A.  N..  Gen.    Sot  Sbenudoah 
Valloy.  Doc.  732 

Duffleld's  Department,  Ya.,  accoont 

of  the  raid  on,  Doc.  639 

.Dog  Gap,  Ga. ,  fi^ht  at. ,  D09.    88 

DvKB,  J.  P. ,  Lieut. ,  noticed.        Doc    71 

DuTTon, ,  Col.  of  the  Engineers. 

S^  Fort  Amory,  Doc.  188 

DuvKLL,  J.  H.,  GoL ,  noticed.       Doc    16 

DwiOHT,  duBin  C,  CoL,  noticed. 

Doc.    14 

Dm,  I^wn.  Dr.,  aooonnt  of  the  de- 
feat at  Gontown,  Miss.,        Doc.  167 


Eablt,  JnuL.   5(90  Ashler's  Diary  of 
the  Invasion  of  Maryland,    Doc.  158 
defeated  at  Opeqoan  Creek,    Doc.  888 
operations  o^  in  the  Shenandoah 

Valley,  Doc.  861 

at  Bpottsylrania,  Doc.  449 

See  Chambersbarg,  Pa.,  Doc.  648 

East  Tenneesee^perations  in,    Doc.  829 
Eastern  Gulf  Blodcade,  accoont  of 
an  nnsuooessfol  attempt  to  cap- 
ture the,  Doc.  687 
EisTOX,  L.  C,GoI.  59e Sherman's  At- 

lanta  Gampaign.  4)00.  814 

Ebenczar  Church,  Ala.,  fight  near. 

Doc  868,  662 
ScBOis,  W.  H. ,  Gen. ,  at  Newmarket, 

Va.,  Doc.  616 

EooLBSTON,  B.  B.,  Gapt.,  recommend- 
ed for  promotion  for  gallantry  at 
Ebeneter  Chnrch,  Doc.  696 

Egypt,  MisB.,  rebels  captured  at,  Doc.  846 
ELom,  J.  v.,  Sergt.,  wounded,  .Doc.  104 
ElklD's  Ferry,8kirmi8hingnear,  Doc.  841 
account  of  the  battle  at^  Doc.  460 
Elkaehula,  Ark. ,  fight  at.  Doc  149 

Bluott, .  Gen.,  at  Resacca,  Doc    86 

at  Nashrllle,  Doc.  108 

Emkrt,  J.  B^  Gapt.  18th  Ohio,    Doc.    96 
Emobt,  W.  H.,  Gen.    Sot  Skerldan's 

Valley  Gampaign,  Doc  720 

E90,  FiuiTK,  A.  A.  G..  noticed,     Doc.  142 

FsTK,  W.  If.,  Gen.,  at  Rosacea,    Doc.    86 

Etowah  River,  Gen.  Johnston  retreats 

across  the.  Doc  889 

Gcmn, ,  in  the  Wilderness,  Doc  442 

BviAS,  Jims,  20th  Ind.,  wounded, 

Doc  104 
EvmsoLBL  J.  0., aoth  Ind.,  woonded, 

^         '  '  Doc  104 

EwBLL,  R.  S.,  Gen.,  at  SpOttsylvania, 

Doc  449 
attempts  to  flank  Grant  at  Spott- 
sylvania,  Doc.  646 

EwufG,  Tbomis,  Jr.,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battles  of  Pilot  Knob  and 
Loesbnrg,  Mo.,  Doc  186 

See  Pilot  Knob.  Mo.«  Doc.  611 

Excelsior  Brigade,  at  Jericho  Ford, 

Va.,  Doc.  661 

Exchange  of  prisoners,  correspond- 
eooe  between  Commissioner  Quid 
and  Geo.  Botler  in  reference  to, 

Doc  168 


Faoait,  J.  F.,  Gen.,  rebel  at  Pilot 
Knob,  Mc,  Doc,  187 

at  Mark's  Mills,  Ark.,  Doc  488 

Farmvllle,  Va^  operations  near,  Doc.  866 
Fabiuout,  D.  O.,  Admiral,  operations 

of,  near  Mobile.  Doc.  842 

Fftuquier  (Va.)  artillery,  capture  of 

the  guns  of,  Doc  128 

FESSLERjJomr,  Lient.woanded.DOC  1«0 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  before  Petersburg, 
Va.  Doc   884 

at  Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  886 

in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Va.,  Doc  440 

FiBB,  Gbobqb  W.,  Lieut.  12th  U.  & 

C.L,  Doc.  106 

Fisher's  HiU,  West  Va.,  the  battle  of. 

Doc  838 
notice  of,  Doc  724 


nroH,  Gboboi  W.,  Lient.,  sUtement 
in  reference  to  the  cruelty  of  the 
Confederates,  Doe.  621 

Fncn,  Li  Rot,  Com.,  operations  in 

Tennessee,  Doc  866 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  the  battle  of. 

Doc.  854,  641,  646 
Flbtcbib,  Tboxas  a,  OoL,  at  PUot 

Knob,  Mo.,  Doc.  139, 142, 187 

TiooDy  Dakikl,  Berg.,  noticed.    Doc  189 
Florence,  Ala.,  fight  at.  Doc  871 

Florida,  1st  Ckvalry  of.  Doc.  433 

Fu7snB,G.W.,Gom.  &e  Plymouth, 

N.d,  Doc  130 

FoBD,  A.  a,  Gapt.,  noticed.        Doe.    97 
Ford^s  Station,  Va. ,  railroad  destroyed 

at,  Doc  621 

FoBBBrr,  N.  R,  Geo.,  his  movementa 

in  Northern  Mississippi,      Doc.  840 

at  Okalona,  Mis.,  Doc.  108 

See  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  Doc    97 

his  attack  on  Athens,  Tenn.,  Doo.  842 

defeated  at  Ebenei3r  Church,  Doc  868 

murders  negroes  in  Tennessee,  Doc  625 

Confederate  testimony  against.  Doc  626 

noticed.  Doc  201,  862 

Fort  Amory ,  N.  €L ,  an  account  of, 

Doc.  183 
Fort  Anderson,  N.  C,  capture  of. 

Doc.  849 
Fort  Gaswell,  N.  C,  the  destruction 

of;  Doc  848 

Fort  Darling,  Va. ,  rebels  defeated  at. 

Doc  831 
operations  at.  Doc  496 

Fort  Davidson,  Ma ,  glory  of  Tom 

Fletcher  at.  Doc  140 

Fort  De  Russy ,  Ark. ,  capture  of,  Doc.  841 
Fort  Fisher,  the  capture  of,  planned. 

Doc.  846 
Gen.  Butler's  report  of  operations 

against.  Doc.  490 

the  second  attack  on.  Doc.  847 

capture  of.  Doc.  S48 

Gen.  Terry's  ofllcial  report  of  the 

capture  of,  Doc.  426 

Gen.  Comstock's  report.  Doc  430 

Gen.  Ames'  report.  Doc.  431 

olflcial  reports  of  the  capture  of. 

Doc.  697 
Confederate  reports  ot  Doc  612 

explosion  of  the  powdor  boat  at. 

Doc.  612 
Fort  Gaines,  Ala.,  surrender  of,  Doc.  842 
Fort  Gillmore,  Va. ,  assault  upon ,  Doc.  839 
Fort  Harrison ,  Va. ,  the  battle  of.  Doc.  889 
Fort  Heiman,  Tenn.,  capture  of  gun- 
boats at.  Doc.  844 
capture  of.  Doc  862 
Fort  Morgan,  surrender  of,  D3C  342 
Fort  Pillow,  Forrest's  massacre  at. 

Doc  841 
Fort  Powell,  Ala., destmction of.  Doc  842 
Fort  Powhatan,  va.,  account  of  the 

attack  on.  Doc.  504 

Fort  Steadman,  captors  of,  by  the 

rebels,  Doc  868 

Fort  Stevens,  Md. ,  fight  at,        Doc.  886 
Fortifications  ana  armaments.    See 

Gen.  Peck's  report.  Doc  188 

FosTEB,  Bebjamik  B.,  notlcod.     Doc.  126 

FonsB,  J.  G.,Gen.,  notiood,      Doc    24 

See  Suflblk,  Va..  Ddc  121 

See  Siege  of  Washington.  N.  C. ,  Doc.  126 

expedition  to  destroy  tne  Charles*    ■ 

ton  and  Savannah  Railroad,  Doc  844 
letter  in  reference  to  the  Federal 
generak  "  under  fire"  at  Charles- 
ton, 8.  C.,  Doc  6  2 
See  Grant's  Operations  in  Va. ,  Doc  676 
FosTBB,  R.  S.,  CoL,  noticed.       Doc  124 
Four  Mile  Creek,  Va.,  engagement  at, 

Doc.  24 
Fourth  Army  Corps.    See  Sherman's 

Campaign,  Doc.  806 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  at  Keneeaw, 

Doc.  213 
Fox,  G.  v.,  Ass't  Sec'y  Navy.    See 

Fort  Fisher,  Doc  846 

For,  Jaxb  0.,  IJeot.-Gol.,at  Cbicka- 
mauga.  Doc    78 


FBAircn ,  C^yt.  8d  MtasooriGiT- 

ahr.  Doc  110 

Frankfort,  Ky. .  Goyeraor  Bramlette's 

letter  on  the  siege  of.  Ooc  ITS 

John  H.  Morgan's  attack  00,   Doc  m 

Franklin,  Mo.,  fight  at.  Doe.  611 

Franklin,  Tenn.,  rebel  destruction  at, 

Do^.  m 

skirmish  at,  Doc  M 

the  battle  of.  Doc  Ml 

Gen.  Thomaa'  report  of  the  batUe 

of,  Doc  MS 

FBAVKmr,  W.  R,  Gen.,  noticed.  Doc.    S 

at  Red  River,  Doc  11 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  the  battle  of, 

Ooc  S 
Frbtcb,  B.  B^  wife  o^  noticed.  Due  % 
Fbevch,  W.  H.,  Gen.     Sat  SoAlk, 

Va,,  Docm 

FuLUOExoir,  J.  8.,  Ltootw-GoL, 

Doc  106,  lU 
—,  Ueot.,  noticed.      Doc   U 


G. 

Gaibb,  W.  a..    See  Frankfort,  Ky., 

Doc  in 
Gaines'  Min,  Va. ,  Soothem  accoont  of 

the  baUle  at.  Doc  S8S 

Gabbabd.  J.,  Geo.,  efflcleiicy  of  the 
cavalry  of^  Doc   87 

cavalry  raid  near  Atlanta,     Doc  3M 
Gaw,  WnxuM  &,GoL  16thU.  S.C L, 

Doc  98 
Gbabt,  Jobk  W. ,  Gen.,  at  Reoacca, 

Doc.   M 
See  Keneeaw.  Doe.  27,  30,  214 

Genevans,  Switxeriand,  adOreat «; 

D0C.19S 

Georgia,  history  of  Wilson^  cavalry 

expedition  in,  Doc  7M 

Sherman's  operations  In,    Doc  2i,  90 

Georgia  Volunteers  at  Resaooa,  Doc   M 

1st  Regiment  oL  Doc  214 

67th  Regiment  of.  Doc  214 

Germania  Ford,  Va.,  Grant's  army 

crosses  at  the.  Doc  830 

Gbxtt,  G.  W.,  Gen.,  caftores  Battery 
Hnger,  Doc  121 

In  the  Wlldemesi,  Doc  441 

Gettysburg,  Pa.,  correction  of  ofllcial 
reports  of  the  battle  of,      Doc.  8SS 
eflbct  of  the  battle  of,  on  the  Sooth- 

em  people.  Doc  SO 

See  Pleasonton's  Narrative.     Doc  801 
GiBBOB,  JoHir,Gen.,notk3ed,       Doc     7 
in  the  WUdemess,  Doc  m 

operations  in  VirglnSa,  Doc  868 

See  Cold  Harbor,  Doc  668 

GiBBB.  Alfbbd,  Gen.    See  Sbertdaa's 
Campaign 


Doc  487 
DoclM 
Doc  631 
See 
Doc  ITT 


See  Sie^  of  ^uiB)lk, 
Gibbs,  p.  a,  Gapt.  4th  R.  T., 
GiBsoir,   J.  B.,  of  Cincinnati 
Frankfort,  Ky., 

GnxBM,  ,  disperses  Morgan's 

troops  in  Tennessee,  Doc  841 

See  Morristown,  Teon^  Doc  84i 

noticed.  Doc  871 

GoLiAji,  Jamb,  LleQt.-CbL,  noticed. 

Doc  147 
Gnus,  Rbbboca,  notioed.  Doc  SO 

GiLMORX,  J.  R..  description  of  his 

visit  to  Rlcnmond,  Doc   79 

GnjroBB,  ^.K   Set  Secretary  Benja- 
min's Circular,  Doc  UO 
GiLLMOBB,  Q.  A.,  Gen.,  atten^its  to 
capture  Petersburg,  Va.      ,Doc  SSS 
Set  Operations  of  Gen.  Botler,  Ooc  406 
noticed.  Doc  820 
GnjcoBB.  Habbt,  Mi^,  at  Cham- 
bersborg, 
captured, 


Doc  610 
Doc  7J8 
D0C6U 


Doc    0 


Glasgow,  HC ,  fight  at, 
GODDABD,  R.  H.  J.,  Gapt, 


GoDDABn,  Wnxuai,  liiOor,  noticed, 

Doe.    0 

Gonoii,&  W.jConi.  Af  Fort Fisbsr, 

D.-c  604 
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battle  of.  Doc.    62 

the  battles  at,  Doc  880 

Rbtbolos, ,  Gen.,  rebel,  his  bri- 
gade at  Reaacca,  Doc    67 


RBTBom,J.  J.,6eiL,D0ileed,   Doc     T 

RsriKXJW, ,UanL  Sfgnal  Corps, 

at  Lost  Mountain,  Doc  SS 

I,  A.  a.  Com.    See  Fort  ftaher, 

DocOi 

BhodeT8famd,4thregfaneotoC,   Doc  ttl 
Ac  Virginia,  Doc  lU 

Rboosb, ,  Gen.,  rebel.at  the  bat. 

tie  of  MechanicBviUe,  Doc  663 

RiCB, ,001.  67th  Obto,  Doc  2C 

RiOL ,  CoL,  rebel,  hnmaaity  of. 

Doc  9(1 

RHBMOimu .  CdL, noticed.      Doc     4 

Blohmood  and    Danville    Railroad, 
destroyed  by  KantB*B  cavalry, 

D-tc  4ffi 
flghUngonthe,  Doc  4n 

destmctionof  the.  Doc  6SS 

Richmond  and  Wel^m  Railroad,  de- 
stroyed   by  KautB^    cavalry, 

Doc  464 
RiOKBRS,  jAioB  B.,  Gen.,  In  com- 
mand at  Baltimore,  Doc  fU 
noticed.  Doc  73 
Rdgblbt,  D.  &,  Omt.      See   Fort 
FMier,                                 Doc  O06 

Riaaaoux, ,  CoL  108d  regiment 

of  New  York,  Doc  IS 

RoMWB,  Zbjub  C,  wlfle  of,  noticed, 

Doc    SO 
RoaniB, ,Ckpt.9d   Maine  cav- 
alry, Doc  48S 
RoBBsra,  S.  B.,  Col.,  report  of  anex- 
pWitkm  on  the  Potomac  and 
Ooan  River,                          Doc  517 
Boanaoir,  F.  N.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  BOikcd, 

Doc  066 
RoaraMHi,  GaoBOB  J..  CkpL,  report 
of  Wilson's  cavalry  expedition. 

Doc  066 

ROBBBOV,  ,    at   Epottsyhrania, 

roc  414 
Bookville,  Md.,  rebel  cavalry  enter 

the  town.  Doc  8M 

Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Ga.,  Sherman's 

troops  at,  Doc   26.  27,  80 

Roddv's  Giinlry,  operations  or,  tn 
TOBnoMoe,  loc  lH 

RooDT, ,  Geo.,  rebd,  operaUone 

of,  in  Misstelppi  Doc  871 

CoL  Eli  Long's  defeat  of;       .Doc  688 

Rome,  Ga..  occupatkm  of.  Doc.    47 

captured  by  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  Doc  388 

Rome  Gross  Roads,  Ga^  account  of 

thebattleof.  Doc    44 

BoBBOBABS,  W.  &,  Gen.,  order  retair 
tive  to  labor  in  Missonri  Depart- 
ment, Doc    18 
aK  Pilot  Knob,  Mc,               Doc  136 
his  operations  In  Mtooori,     Doc  Ott 
report  of  operations  against  Gen. 
Price  in  Mlssovi,  Doc  610 
Rosevllle,  Ark.,  aoooont  of  the  fight 

at,  Doc  826 

RoBB,S.W.,IJeot    AieFortFbdur, 

DOC847 
RoflBBB,lte)iiiisL.,  Gen.     AeeSien- 
endoah  Valley,  Doc  OU 

See  Sheridan's  Valley  OampaigB, 

Doc  139 
Romd  Monntahi, Tonn.,  CM.  Qrose's 

report  of  the  fight  at.  Doc    67 

Rough  and  Bendy,  Ga.  the  battle 

near.  Doc  810 

RocanAU,  Lovbll  B., Genu,  at  Mnr- 
fk^esboro.  Doc    69 

account  of  his  expaditton  1^  the 

rear  of  Johnston's  army,    Doc  96 
atPnlaskl,  Doc  8f0 

ait,E.  W.,  Brlg.-€en.,  capture 
;  iboc  841 


RDQXB,1teiiU8B.,G«n.  &e1 

Report,  Doc  8M 

RimBBT,Jbnr,Lieal.,  wounded,  Doc.  64 
I? WWII,  D.  A.,  Gen.,  at  Spottsyl- 

vanla.  Doc  4« 

RraBBu., ,  OoL     See  Roddy's 

Cavalry,  Doc  US 

Rntfaertbrd  Greek,  Tan.,  fight  at, 

DocllS 
sklnniihat,  Doc  869 
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Sabine  Oroes  Boads,  ttie  baUle  of, 

Doc.  841 
Salisbiirx,  N.  C,  attempted  releaee 

of  prisoaers  at,  Doc  843 

SAUf,  Fbjx  PinraiL  CbL,  noticed, 

Doo.  00,  M 
report  of  operatloni  in  Tennessee, 

Doo.  107 

Satomov, ,  Gen.,  at  EBclns'  Fbrd, 

Ark.,  Doo.  460 

Bauxs,  F..  Surgeon,  htetorr  of  the 
campaign  of  the  oavalrj  corpa 
M.  D.  M.  In  Alabama  and  Georgia, 
f^m  the  2ad  of  March  to  April 
aoth,  1866,  Doc  704 

Saltyflle,  Va.,  dettmotion  of  works 
at.  Doc  846 

Barbrldge>s  expedition  to.       Doc.  4i8 
aAWBORW,  w.  J. ,  Gen.   Ae  Bioeecrans' 
Report  of    Operations  against 
Gen.  Price.  Doc  610 

SaiTDXBS,  GaoBin  N.     See  Niagara 

Peaoe  Oonferenoe.  Doc  688 

Sams,  E.  a,  Gapt ,  rebel,  noticed, 

Doc    74 
SoBKrcK,  Jamm  ItaDLAT,  Oom..  re- 
port of  the  capture  of  Fort  Flsner , 

Docm8 

ScvBTOK, '.  Oapt.,  noticed,    Doc  188 

SoBoncLD,  J.  If.,  Gen. ,  report  of  op- 
erations from  January  1,1866, 
to  April,  1866,  Doc.  882 

at  Rocky  FsoeKidge,  Doc.    27 

atRcsaoca,  Doc    48 

AwNashTille,  Doc  100 

See  Sherman's  Gsmpalgn.       Doe.  880 
at  the  battle  of  mnkUn,  Tnin. 

Doc  844 
See  Sherman's  Report  of  the  Sur- 
render of  Jbhnstrm,      Doc  627, 688 
noticed,        Doc  47, 848, 802, 878,  880 
ScBiBSSB,  B.  F.,  Cbl.,  noticed,  .  Doc    80 
Sbargh,  a.  F.  ,  Capt.  4th  Ullnols,  Doc  486 
SsA-nnr,    Tboiua    I»,   Llent.    12th 

U.  8.  C.  L,  Doc  106 

Second  Army  Corps.     See  Grant's 

OperatloDS'in  Virginia.        Doc  671 
Skmzwigx,  Johv,  in  the  WUdemess, 

Doc  448,447 
death  of.  Doc  830 

8elma,Als.   iBk  Robert  H.  G.  Mioty, 

Doc  678 
capture  of,    '  Doc.  868,  664 

tewAKn,  W.  a.  Secretary  of  State. 
&eSaflblk  Va.,  Doc  123 

answer  to  the  address  d  the  Gen- 
evans, Doc  188 
SsniouB,  T.,  Brig. -Gen., at  Ohistee, 
Fla.,  1)00.460 
in  the  WUdemess,                  Doc.  448 
Sbaitib,  Qbobqb,  Lieut.  88d  Ohio, 

Doc  116 

SBAno, ,  CoL  17th  U.  &  C  L, 

Doe.    00 

SBAUEft, ,  in  the  Wndemess,  Doc.  448 

Shblbt, .  Gen.    See  Pilot  Knob, 

Mo.,  Due  187 

See  '*  Qoeen  Oty,"  Doc  688 

Shenandoah  Valley,  Va..  Sheridan's 
report  of  his  operations  in  the. 

Doc  684 
Gen.  Tbrbert's  report  of  his  opera, 
tionsin,  Doc  782 

Sctsipaii, ,  Gspt.  6th  Ohk),  no- 
ticed. Doc    48 
Sbbbdas,  p.  B.,  Gen.,  at  the  Rapi- 
dan,                                    Doc  880 
destroys  Bearer  Dam  and  Ashland 

Stations,  Va.,  Doc  881 

■etton  of,  at  OM  Harbor,  Va., 

Doc  882 
retoms  flrom  his  eatpedltloa  against 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad, 

Doc  886 
■Migned  to  command  in   West 

Virginia, etc,  Doc  887 

hii  gallantry  at  Cedar  Grsdl,  Va., 

Doc  888 
operations  in  the  SbSDandoah  Val- 
kv,  Doc  861 


PAOI 

captures  cannon  and  wagons  at 
ttoUor^s  Creek,  Va.,  t)oc.  866 

account  of  his  ezpeditkm  in  May, 
1864,  Doc.  461 

aSonthem  account  of  the  expedi- 
tion, Doe.  466 

report  of  the  operations  of  his  com- 
mand from  Wmchester  to  Pe- 
tersburg, Va.,  Doc  684 

report  of  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Lee,  Doc  644 

operations  of  his  command  near 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  Doc  648 

wdnance  and  ordnance  stores  cap- 
tured by.  In  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  Doc  780 

list  of  casualties  In  the  Valley 
Ounpaign  of,  Doc.  780 

property  capttfred  and  destroyed 
by.  Doc  781 

report  of  his  campaign  hi  the 
Shenandoah  Vallev,  Doc  718 

his  campaign  in  the  Shensndoah 
VaUey,  Doc.  782 

Semuji,  W.    T.,  Gen.,  operations 
of,  in  Georgia,  Doc.  24,  80 

letter  on  recmiting  in  Rebel  SUtes, 

Doc.  188 

account  of  his  Atfmta  campaigns, 

order  of  June  4, 1864,  Doc.  208 

sends  Southern  women  to  the 

North,  Doc  246 

report  of  the  Atlanta  campaign. 

Doc  800 
letter  to  Gen.  J.  B.  Hood  in  refer- 
ence to  the  removal  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Atlanta,  Doc  816 
petition  or  the  citlxens  of  Atlanta 

to,  Doc  317 

reply  of,  to  the  citisens  of  Atlanta, 

Doc  818 
order  In  reference  to  the  Atlanta 

campaign,  Doc  822 

noticed,  I)oc  827 

leaves  Chattanooga.  Doc.  880 

Grant's  opinion  of  nis  moToments 

in  Georgia,  Doc.  840 

Grant's  letter  on  his   Savannah 

campaign.  Doc  848 

his  march  from  Sayannah  north. 

Doc  810 
suspension  of  hostilities  between 

htm  and  Johnston,  Doc  867 

report  of  the  campaign  of  the  Caro- 

Itnas,  Doc  874 

oorrespondoice  with  Wade  Hamp- 
ton, Doc  887 
movements  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

Atlanta  on  the  approach  oT,  Doc.  626 
letter  to  Gen.  Burbridge  in  refer- 
ence to  Morgan's  raid  In  Ken- 
tocky.  Doc  604 

report  of  the  surrender  of  John- 
ston. Doc 
See  Wtlaon's  dvahy  Expedition^ 
Doc 
StaBK,  GiOBOB,  noticed.             Doc 
Shoal  Ck^k  Bridge,  Tenn.,  skirmish 

at,  Doc  860 

Shoimakh.  W.  W..  Capt.,  report  of 
Wilson's   cavalry  expedition. 

Doc  686 
Shrereport,  Uu,  expedition  against. 

Doc  827 
SDurr,  C.  GL,Gen.    See  Pope's  Re- 
port, Doc  408 
fltaKus,  D.  E.,  Gen.     See  Resacca, 

Doc    68 
SkzBi,  Feihs,  Gen.,    In  West   Vir- 
ginia, Doc  820 
operations  of;  in  West  Virginia, 

Doc  88S 

retreats  flrom  Martinsburg,     Doc  836 

defeatei  at  Newmarket,  Va.,  Doc.  486 

noticed,  Doe  616 

Stanmsport,  La.,flgbt  near,       Doc  482 

SmoiBOi^  — >  Oipt.  6th  Indiana, 

bravery  and  death  of.  Doc.  217 

.,  Mi^lor.  Of  the  <*Old 

Battery/*  Doc    86 
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Sufpcos,  GxoBOi,  Lieut.     See  FOrt 
Fisber,  Doc.  847 

SnccLAnt, .MiOor,  noticed.    Poo.  116 

Sixth  Army  Corps  at  Cold  Harbor, 

Va.,  Doc  833 

Sixteenth  Army  Corps  at  Nashville, 

Doc.  116 
Slaves.     See  Correspondenoe   be- 
tween Gen.  Butler  and  Com'r 
Ould,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  Doc  160 
resolution  in  reference  to  the  arm- 
ing in,  of  the  South,             Doc  476 

Slatbaok, ,  CoL,  at  Pilot  Knob, 

Mo.,  Doc  187 

Slocdx,  H.  W.,  Gen., notk)ed,  Doc  1, 78 
AeSuflblk,  Doc.  128 

See  Sherman's  AtlanU  Campaign, 

Doc.  814 
See  Gettysburg,  Pa..  Doc  828 

Smra,  A.  J..  Gen.,  noticed,        Doc  106 
iS^  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Doc  186 

See  Tapelo,  Doc  100 

Aw  Roeecrans' Report,  Doc.  610 

See  Red  River  Expedition,       Doc.  841 
ordered  to  Gen.  Canby,  Doo.  848 

See  Rosecrans'  Report,  Doc  616 

See  Sherman's  Atlanto  Campaign, 

Doc  814 
Sum,  — -w  Dr.,  Surgeon  7th  Mlnne- 

sou,  killed,  Doc  100 

Siiini,F.  W.;A.  A.D.  C    3te  Cham- 

bersburg,  Pa.  Doc.  648 

SKm,  Qnm  A.,  Gen.,  at  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Doc  2t0 

noticed-^  Doo.    6t 

EmiH,  G.  W.,  Gen.,  capture  of.  Doc  606 
Smra.  KiRBT,  Gen.,  rebel,  operations 
qL  west  of  the  Mississippi,  Doc  861 
the  bad  faith  of.  Doc.  868 

StOTH,  M.  L»,  at  Rooky  Face  Ridge, 

Doc    84 

at  Tupelo,  Doc  201 

noticed,  Doc    68 

Surra,  VmonnA,  Miss,  noticed.  Doc    20 

Smrh,  WnxuMD.,  noticed.        Doc    71 

Smra,  W.  F.,  Gen., noticed.        Doc.     8 

ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Butler, 

Doc.  820 

operations  of,  at  Petersburg,  Doc  834 

See  Cold  Harbor,  Doc.  668 

at  WaltbaU's  Farm,  Doc  67t> 

his  order  to  the  troops.  Doc  671 

Smitbfleld,  gunboat,  destroyed.  Doc  882 

Snake  Gap,  Ga. ,  occupation  of,    Doc    28 

.Snicker's  Ferry,  Md.,  battle  at,  Doc.  886 

Snicker's  Gap,  Va.,  fight  at,       Doo.  448 

Sommorton,  va.,  flgnts  near.     See 

Suffolk,  Va.,  Doc  128 

<*  Sons  of  liberty,*'  list  of  the  names 
of  prominent  members  in  Xlii- 
•     nols,  Doc.  41T 

South  Anna  River,  Va.,  bridge  over, 
destroyed  by  Gen.  Wilson's  cav- 
ataTi  Doc  888 

South  Carolina,  Shennan's  report  of 
operations  in.  Doc  874 

SoUtBQlXB,  RiOBABD,  Ospt.,  DOtloed, 

Doc    71 
South    mUs,   Va.,  skirmish  near, 

Doc.  122 
Sonthside  RaUroad,  Va.,  destmotkm 

ofthe  Doc  882 

Sp^ULDora,  -^-,  M^Jor.  noticed .  Doc      8 
SrAULDuro,  Rurca  P.,  M.  C,  wife  of, 

noticed.  Doc    10 

SKAa,  &  P.,  CbL    See  Kants's  Cav- 
alry Expedition,  Doc  464 
Sm  Petersburg,  Va.,                Doc  666 
<*  Old  Spuds."                         Doc.  667 
&e  Suffolk,  Vs.,  Doc  128 
Spoosna,  Jomr  A.    See  Recmiting  in 
Rebel  States.  Doc  188 

eroonUj , Col,  88d  Indiana,  Doc.  284 

Spotuylvanla  Court  House,  battle  at. 

Doc.  881 
the  battles  of.  Doc  446 

attempted  flanking  at.  Doc  646 

a  Sontnem  account  of  tbe  attempt. 

Due  646 
^Ing  HIU, TMm.,  flgfat  at,        Doc  864 
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BEBELUON    RECORD: 


SPUBLora,  A.  R,  Lieai.-CoL,  report 
of  the  Blackwater  river  expe- 
dition, Doc  438 
SruaKT,  D.  a,  Gen.    See  Operations 
In  Georgia,                        Doc  26,80 
at  Besacca,  Doc.    48 
wounded                                 Doo.  107 
atKenesaw,                           Doc  213 
noticed.                            Doc.  862,  863 
StkiOMT,  T.  E. ,  20th  Indiana,  woondod , 

Doc.  104 
8M5Hin>,  -'—'.  Gen.,  at  Petersburg, 

Doc  btJ 
SiiH^suRT,  H.   E.,  Capt.,  narrow 
escape  of,  Doc    84 

SxAifSBURT, ,  Capt  10th  regulars. 

Doc!  116 

QtASFioSf  ,  Golf  rebel,  killed, 

Doc     65 
Stabr, ,  Cspt.  2d  Indiana,  no- 
ticed. Doc.    20 
State  Sovereignty,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens' letter  on,                  Doc.  182 
SixiDMAar,  Jinss  B.,  Gen., report  of 
the   operations   in  Tennessee, 

Doc.    86 
report  of  the  battle  of  Nashrille, 

Doc    8T 
casualties  in  the  Srennessee  cam- 
paign, Doo.    8i) 
noticed.                           Doc.  00,  lOii 
occupies  Decatur,  Ala.,  Doc  370 
SiSKDHAH,  W.  B.,  CapU,  noticed. 

Doc.    00 
Stou,  F..  Gen. ,  report  of  operations 
in  Arkansas  during  the  month 
of  July,  1864.  Doc.  403 

;   the  streugth  or  his  army  given  to 

the  South,  «  Doc    48 

•.  operations  in  Arkansas,  Doc  841 

•  at  Jenkins'  Ferry,  Doc.  841 

expedition  in  Texas,  Doc  823 

See  Elkins'  Ford,  Ark.,  Doc.  450 

Steen's  Peak,  Arizona,  fight  at,  Doc.  618 
STxrasMS,  Alkxaitdbr  U.,  letter  on 
State  Sovereignty,  Eoc.  182 

arreot  of.  Doc.  660 

SriPiutiia,  Ami  &,  noticed,  Doc    10 

SixPHXNS,  U.  U.,  Lieut.,  report  of  a 
fight  with  the  Apache  warriors. 

Doc  618 
SixvEKS,  Major,  4th  Tennessee  cav- 

ahr,  Doc  100 

SiBVKMSOH,  T.  H.,  LietA.,  wounded, 

Doc  104 
Stxvsxsoh,   C   L.,  Gen.,  rebel,  at 

Besacca,  Doc.    66 

SnvKMSox,  J.  D.,  Gen.,  In  the  Wil- 
derness, Doc.  448 
SnwAST, ,  Gen., rebel,  at  Besac- 
ca, Doc.    66 

SnBBS, ,  Gol.  12th  Iowa.       Doc  100 

SnvsoK,  Hioutr,  Capt.,  deatii  of,  Doc.  62 
Stoke,  Hckbt,  utpt.,  noticed,  Doc.  872 
Stonsiuk,  Gnoaoi,  Gen.,   noticed, 

Doc.     1 
at  BesaccA,  Doc.    61 

atKenesaw,  Doc  213 

cavalry  raid  near  Atlanta.      Doc.  840 
expedition   hito  South   uux>lina. 

Doc  840 
his  expedition  flrom  Buft  Tennessee 

described,  Doc  868 

noticed.  Doc  871 

Stone  Biver,  GoL  Grose's  report  of 

the  battle  of.  Doc.    60 

&«Hurfreesboro',Tenn.,        Doc    70 

Stony  Creek,  N.  C,  fight  on  the. 

Doc  886 
St.  PhiUp's  Parish,  AtlanU,  Ga.,  ad- 

drees  to  the  ladies  of,  the.  626 

Sfcrasburg,  Va.,  fight  at,  Doc.  838 

Strawberry  Plains,  Tenu.,  operations 

near.  Doc  866 

Stboobt,  a.  D.,  OoU,  at  Nashville, 

Doc  100 
SnonnEB,  Divm  H.,  Ool.    51m  Hun- 
ter's Otrnpaign   in  West  Vir- 
ginia. 
Brc^ARD,  Jjuoca,  20th  Indiana,  wound- 
ed. Doc  104 


TAQM 

Stuabt,  GfiOBGK  H.,  Gen.,  captured, 

Sttabt,  J,  KB.    See  Sheridan's  Cav- 
alry Expedition^  Doc  464 
doatn  of,                          Doc  466,  458 
Snifrr,  C,  Oapt. ,  report  of  the  battle 
of   Tah-kah-o-kuty    Mountain, 

Doc  410 
Sruiwis,  S.  D.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Price's  Cross  Bnads, 
Miss.,  Doc  102 

See  ifheridan's  Atlanta  Cunptflgn, 

Doc.  814 
defeat  at  Guntown,  Tenn.,  Doc  840 
noticed.  Doc.     0 

SrcKif,  ,  Capt.   24th  Indiana 

battery.  Doc.    87 

Suffolk,  Va.,  Gen.  Feck's  report  of 

the  siege  of.  Doc  121 

Sugar  Valley,  Ga. ,  the  baUle  of,  Doc.    48 
ScLur  A.,  Gen.    See  Pope's  Beport, 

Doc  300 
report  of  the  battle  of  Tah-kah-o- 
kuty  Mountain,  Doc.  417 
Sulphur  Branch,  Tenn. ,  the  skirmish 

at,  Doc.  842 

SUM15,  J.  C.  a.  Col.  0th  Indiana, 

Doc  118 
ScimB,  E  v.,  GiJh.,  at  Falmouth, 

Doc.     2 
Swannano  Gap,  Tonn.,  fight  at.    Doc  607 

SwBDnir,  ,   Gen.,  at  Besacca, 

Doc    87 

SwEEXT,  ,  Gen.     See  Atlanta, 

Doc.  204 
Sweet,   &  J.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
Chicago  conspiracy  to  release  the 
prisoners    at   Gamp    Douglas, 

Doc.  418 
Swift,  ^sr..  Surgeon.    See  Olustee, 

Doc  461 

Switzerland.    5se  Geneva.  Poc  108 

Stkxs,  Georgb,  Gen.,  noticed,    Poc.      0 

Sylvester,  K  O.,  Lieut.  12th  U.  S. 

a  I.,  Doc  106 


T. 

T,Ajn,  John,  Chaplain,  account  of  the 
cavalry  aflkir  in  Sherman's  rear, 
Mav26,1864,  Doc    66 

Tah-kah-o-kuty  Mountain,  D.  T.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of. 

Doc.  417,  418,  420-428 
T.&TLOR,B.  F.,  noticed.  Doc    29 

Tatlor,  George  A.,  Capt.,  bravery 

of  Doc    44 

Taylor,  Georoe,  Lieut,  death  of, 

Doc.  107 
Taylor,  Jaxbb,  Gen. ,  wife  of;  noticed. 

Doc.    20 
Taylor,  Bic&ARD,Gen.,  defends  Mo- 
bile, Ala.,  Doc  861 
surrenders  nis  conmiand  to  Gen. 
Canby,  Doc.  868 
Taylor,  Wm.  Bogers,  Capt.    See  Fort 

Fidier,  Doc  606 

Texplb,  wm.  Q.J  Lieut.-0>m.     See 

Fort  Fisher,  Doc.  610 

Ten  Island,  Coosa  River,  fight  at  the, 

Doc  102 
Tennessee,  order  In  reftrence  to  am- 
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Tennessee  volunteers,  8d  r^ment 
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*«  the  staid  old  adviser,"  Dx.  £S 
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BuUer,  Poc  4j; 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  destructkm  of,  Doc  U 
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Twenty -Third  Army  Corps.  SmUm- 

man's  Campaign,  I^"*  **^ 
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Doc  650 
Utoy  CVeek,  Ga.,acooant  of  opera- 
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Vnmni,  D.  H.,  Gen.,  wonnded.  Doc  T 
•Virginia,  operations  in,  Doc  854 

See  Campaign  of  the  Fenlnsola, 
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cavahy.  Doc  190 

Wm,  A.  S. ,  Gen.,  in  the  Wilderness, 

Doc  442 
Wjdb,  Fb&xk,  noticed.  Doc.    71 

Wkbbb, ,  Gen.,  occupies  Mary- 
land Heights,  Doo.  836 
<'Weed,  Harriet  A.,"  destruction  of 

the,  Doc  482 

Wiim,  JoHv  X,  Major,  report  of 
flags  captured  during  Wilson's 
cavalry  expedition.  Doc  600 

WBniBL,GoDntST,GeD.,     Doc  864,  495 
Welden  RaUroad,  fights  on  the.  Doc  888 
destroyed  by  Gen.  Kautz,      Doc  885 
Welden  at  Petersburg  Railroad,  de- 
struction of  a  portion  of  the, 

Doo.  578 

Walker's  Battery.    iSbe  AtlanU,  Doc  SM 

WnsBLLB,H.W., Gen., noticed.  Doc    t6 

See  Plymouth,  N.  C,  Doc.  129 

at  the  defence  of  Plymouth,  N.  C, 

Doc  882 
West  Branch,  Va.,  fight  at  the,  Doc  122 


PAOI 

West  Point,  Ala,  capture  of.       Doc.  858 
West  Virginia,  operations  In,      Doc.  829 
CoL  Str  there'  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  Gen.  Hunter  In,     Doc.  484 
Western  troops,  the  bravery  of.  Doc.    56 
Weylesburg.Va.,  fight  near.       Doc.  522 
Webatok,  Charixs,  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, Doc.  442 
Whbelbr,    J.,   Gen.,  rebel,    corre- 
spondence relative   to  the  de- 
struction of  property  by  Sher- 
man's army,                     '  Doc.  886 
the  raid  on  Sherman's  rear.   Doc.  840 
Whkbleb,  J.  M.,  Engineer,  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  **  Young  Re- 
public,"                             Doc.  469 
Wbbbleb,  ,  Lieut  Gen.  Heck- 
man's  staff,  killed.               Doc  500 
Wbipplb,  W.  D.,  Gen.,  noticed, 

Doc  1,  87,  872 
WmTB,   C.   B.,   CoL     See  Cloyd's 

Mountain,  Doc    16 

WmiB.  Frank,  Lieut. -CoL  ,  report  of 
Wilson's  cavalry  expedition. 

Doc.  674,  680 
Wem,  H.,  Corporal,  killed  at  Ro- 
sacea, Doc    58 
White  House,  Va.,  Sheridan  destroys 

the  depot  and  railroad  at.    Doc  885 
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alry Expedition,  Doc.  456 
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expedition.  Doc  687 

WuKDia,  A.  W.,  Col.  9th  MInnesoto, 
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lU  Accuracy. 

** During  the  trial  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 

■■'^Ji  terminated  yestei-day  in  the  conviction  of  Wil- 

Smith  for  piracy,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  J^ff 

if,  a  great  deal  of  documentary  evidence  to  show 

reality  of  secession  was  offered  in  evidence  by  the 

jisel  for  defence — avowedly  taken  from    Frank 

Eoore'fl  Bullion  Record^  and  received  by  Judges  Grier 

'  C^wallader  who  presided.     This  is  a  remarkable 

ipliment  to  the  work  in  question,  but  not  higher  than 

merits  from  the  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  varied  in- 

itlon  respecting  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 

"ioii.     It  it  tM  firtt  time  in  le^al  and  literary 

jy  thai  a  book  not  yet  completed  ha*  been  so  stamp* 

wUk  authetUicity,  as  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  a 

trt  o^  law,  and  on  a  trial  for  a  capital  offence.*'^-^ 

*hiL  Frus,  OcU  2d,  1861. 

"  The  great  essayist,  Carlyle,  calls  history  *  distilled 
wspapers.'  The  Rebellion  Record^  then,  is  a  model 
itstory,  for  it  subjects  the  journals  of  the  day,  with  all 
licir  telegrams,  (a  word  which  has  become  an  empliatic 
p-nonym  for  falsehood,)  their  rumors,  and  their  re- 
'  oris,  to  the  crucible  of  time,  and  whatever  endures 
tat  fiery  test,  it  classifies  and  pats  into  convenient 
irm  for  preservation  and  reference." 

**  By  far  the  most  valuable  periodical  connected  with 
be  war  is  the  Rebellion  Record,    It  is  destined  to  he- 
me the  standard  authority  of  the  war.    To  any  one 
irons  of  preserving  a  record  of  the  conflict  as  it 
I,  it  is  invaluable.**— /nJiaiMpo/it  Journal. 

^Tht  Rebellion  Record,  givins,  as  it  does,  every  pro- 
nation, message  or  paper  that  is  of  real  impor^ 
e,  and  narrating  concisely,  yet  clearly,  all  that  ^ther 
i  hms  accomplished,  becomes  an  invaluable  work  to 
1  who  desire  to  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  exact  status 
affairs  in  our  country." — Portsmouth  (X.  H.) 
\;hrwu£lt, 

"This  will  be  the  great  treasury  from  which  the 
cture  historian  will  diaw  his  facts,  when  the  proper 
ime  shall  come  to  write  a  history  of  the  great  rebel- 
ion.**— 6'Arii^a  Instructor^  Philadelphia, 

"To  those  who  wish  to  preserve  a  complete  and 
uthentic  history  of  the  great  struggle,  from  the  effects 
f  which  our  country  is  now  upheaved  from  centre  to 
ircnmference,  this  work  will  commend  itself.  We 
egard  it  as  the  most  valuable  work  that  vi^ts  our 
able.** — Hancock  Courier^  Ohio, 

**  The  work  Is  considered  the  standard  authority  of 
\he  var^  and  a  complete  reference-book  in  relation  to 
]he  Mttory  of  the  rebellion.^' — Steubenville  (0.)  DaUy 
WeralcL 

J  "  The  contents  of  this  work,  sifted  from  a  variety  of 
Irmroea,  constitute  the  very  best  inemoires  pour  servir 
m  VhiUoirey  out  of  which  the  future  Bancrofts,  Macau- 
Siys,  and  Prescotts  will  draw  their  best  materials.**— 
fiaciM(}Vk,)  Weekly  Journal, 

i  M  The  details  of  the  Rscwd  are  not  hastily  gathered 
from  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  but  are  chosen  out 
rith  deliberation  after  tbeii  value  has  become  known. 


and  whenever  it  is  practicable,  official  copies  are  secur- 
ed. In  this  way  a  vast  mass  of  material  is  being  col- 
lected, which  in  after-times  will  illustrate  the  rebellion, 
its  causes,  incidents  and  progress,  with  a  fulness  and 
accuracy  which  no  similar  era  of  natural  history  can 
rival."— PA//.  Bulletin. 

**  A  good  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Rebellion 
Record  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  introduced  into  the 
courts  and  cited  as  authority.  This  was  done  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  short  time  since,  as  it  has  also  been  in  this 
city." — N.  Y,  Commei'cial  Advertiser, 

**  The  courts,  the  departments,  and  the  press  con- 
tinually quote  the  Rebellion  Record  ;  historical  students 
appropriate  it  for  permanent  -use ;  while  every  citizen^ 
however  little  of  a  reader,  finds  it  as  useful  as  a  dic- 
tionary, gazetteer  or  blue-book." — Boston  TVanscript. 

"  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  attain,  without  really  de- 
serving it,  a  fair  reputation  for  truthfulness  and  general 
accuracy;  but  the  reputation  which  the  Rebellion 
Record  has  acquired  is  not  of  this  superficial  charac- 
ter ;  it  has  been  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  the  cl 
criticism  and  comparison  with  official  and  othi 
authorities,  and  in  every  case  has  come  out  triumpi 
ant.  It  has  been  our  own  duty,  during  a  few  montl 
past,  to  collate  every  important  fact  given  in  its  pag( 
with  other  collections  of  material  of  ample  extent, 
mainly  official  in  character,  and  we  have  yet  to 
the  first  important  error."— A'.  F,  Examiner. 

Its  Impartiality. 

*•  Every  document  bearing  upon  the  great  crisis, 
whether  emimating  from  the  North  or  South,  is  given 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Every  important  event,  from  the 
first  unfurling  of  the  rebel  flag  at  Charleston,  is  re- 
corded, with  the  date  and  the  comments  which  it  elicit- 
ed from  the  press.  Most  of  the  poetry  which  the 
conflict  has  inspired  b  published." — Albany  Evening 
Journal. 

**  Its  contents  have  been  collected  from  a  vast  num- 
ber of  sources,  from  rebel  as  well  as  from  loyal  ac- 
counts, so  as  fairly  to  exhibit  all  views  of  the  ques- 
tion."—/'^/W^/pAia  Press. 

"  It  is  a  compilation  of  strictly  truthful  narrations 
and  expressions  of  opinion,  taken  chiefly  from  the  daily 
newspapers  of  all  parts  of  the  Union." —  Washington 
Globe, 

"  In  his  selections,  Mr.  Moore  has  given  every  au- 
thentic document  and  narrative  from  the  Southern 
side,  as  well  as  those  of  a  loyal  character,  in  all  cases 
giving  his  authority."— Provid!ence  Press. 

**  It  is  a  periodical  of  great  value  and  permanent 
interest.  Communicating  sutements  from  both  sides 
on  all  the  questions  and  occurrences  of  the  war,  it  is 
an  acceptable  work  at  the  present  time^  while  to  the 
future  historian  it  will  prove  invaluable." — Gettysburgh 
(Pa.)  Evang,  Review, 

"  It  is  as  remarkable  for  the  Industry  displayed  in 
its  compilation  as  for  its  perfect  impartiality.**— .^owir 
ville  Journal. 
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THREE  YEAES  IN  THE  SIXTH  OOEPS. 

A  concise  narrative  of  events  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  1861  to  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion,  'April,  1865.     By  Georce  T.  Stevens,  Surgeon  of  the    Sevenlj 
seventh  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

"  It  giTfts  us  pleasure  to  reoommend  this  as  a  work  upon  which  the  public  may  depeud  as  being 
perfectly  reliable  and  accurate.  "—iS?c^fnfcta<ty  Union. 

1  VoL  12mo,  mth  Maps  and  lUustrationSj  doth,  $3  00. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  MOBILE ; 

'T^cluding  the  cooperative  operations  of  Gen.  Wilson's   cavalry  in    Alabama.     By 
Brevet  Major-General  C.  C.  Andrews. 

**We  offer  Major-General  Andrews  our  sincere  compliments  for  his  candor,  sincetitj,  andii^par* 
iiality."— Afoftti*  Daily  Times. 

*'  Unquestionably  the  finest  specimeu  of  military  history  since  Ki^ier's,  and  contains  the  bert 
military  maps  ever  published  in  this  country."  •    ♦    •    • 

1  Vol.  8 IX),  ivith  Maps  and  TUuslration.^^  cloth ^  $3  50. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  C?IANCELLORSVILLE, 

Embracing  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  from  the  first  Battle  of 
Fredericksburg  to  the  death  of  Lieutenant-General  '*  SlonewaJP  Jackson.  By 
Jed.  HoTCHKiss  and  William  Aixan,  members  of  General  Jackson's  staff. 

**  We  commend  the  work  to  the  public  as  one  of  invaluable  interest,  especially  to  those  on  eithe; 
side  of  the  Potomac  who  participated  in  the  Chancellorsville  campaign." — Rockmghamy  Va  ,  Begisier. 

Illuslrated  by  five  accurately  engrailed  maps  and  a  portrait  of  **  Stcneivdl  Jackson.* 

1   Vol.  Svo,  cloth,  $5  00. 

*^*  The  above  works  sent  free  by  mail  on  receipt  of  price. 

Liberal  encouragement  given  to  canvassers  on  the  above  works. 
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